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ABSTRACT 

LEARNING COMMUNITIES IN HOMEWORK PRACTICES: AN ACTION 

RESEARCH IN AN 8TH GRADE EFL CLASSROOM 

 

 

Ayēk ķora, Eslem 

M. Sc.Program of Curriculum and Instruction 

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir 

 

 

January 2020, 230 pages 

 

 

Homework has always been in dispute among the authorities of foreign language 

education as there are numerous opinions about the characteristics of homework 

practices in language classes. According to the most studies, homework is helpful 

for learning in foreign language classes, however; there are only a few studies in 

Turkey about homework models and their effects on studentsô performance. This 

study is an action research that aimed to enhance the homework performance in 8th 

grade English classes by generating the understanding of Learning Communities in 

a middle school setting. The study took place a semester and twenty-four 8th 

graders from the same class in the 2018-2019 education year and three English 

teachers participated in the study. As it is an action research, the teacher took part 

in the research both as a teacher and researcher. Data were acquired through 

teacher observations and teacher diary, student reflection reports, interviews with 

teachers and students, and student focus-group interviews. Written documents 

from the first and second semester were also utilized as data. The data were 

analysed through content analysis based on emerging themes and codes and 

shaped with respect to research questions. The improvement of students in terms 
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of homework performance and academic success were assessed through 

presentatios, exam results and homework checklists. All data were triangulated 

and the results revealed that Learning Communities based homework contributed 

to studentsô homework performance and English development. Based on the 

findings, it is believed that the study will demonstrate the importance of improving 

homework model and promote building communities in education. 

 

 

Keywords: Homework Practice, Learning Communities, Foreign Language 

Development, Action Research, English Class 
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Ocak 2020, 230 sayfa 

 

 

¥dev kavramē, tercih edilen yºntem aēsēndan birok farklē gºr¿ĸ olmasē sebebiyle 

eĵitim otoriteleri arasēnda her zaman tartēĸmalē bir konu olmuĸtur. Eĵitimde ºdev 

ve akademik baĸarēyla ilgili birok alēĸma vardēr ve bu alēĸmalarēn oĵu ºdevin 

yabancē dil derslerinde faydalē bir ºĵrenme aracē olduĵunu ifade etmektedir. Fakat, 

T¿rkiyeô de ºzellikle ºdev modeli ve bunun ºĵrenci performansēna etkisiyle ilgili  

alēĸmalar yok denilecek kadar azdēr. Bu alēĸma; bir ortaokulda, 8. sēnēf Ķngilizce 

derslerinde ºdev performansēnē ºĵrenme topluluklarēndan yararlanarak arttērmayē 

amalayan bir eylem araĸtērmasēdēr. Uygulama 2018-2019 Eĵitim ºĵretim yēlēnda 

bir dºnem boyunca s¿rm¿ĸt¿r ve aynē kurumda alēĸan ¿ (N=3)Ķngilizce 

ºĵretmeni ile aynē sēnēfta eĵitim gºren yirmi dºrt (N=24) 8. sēnēf ºĵrencisi 

katēlēmcē olarak yer almēĸtēr. Sºz konusu alēĸma bir eylem araĸtērmasē 

olduĵundan, araĸtērmacē s¿rete hem eĵitmen hem de araĸtērmacē rol¿ndedir. 

Araĸtērmanēn verileri ºĵretmen sēnēf gºzlem raporlarē ve g¿nl¿kleri, ºĵrenci 

yansētma raporlarē, yarē yapēlandērēlmēĸ ºĵretmen ve ºĵrenci gºr¿ĸmeleri ve yarē 

yapēlandērēlmēĸ odak grup gºr¿ĸmeleri yolu ile toplanmēĸtēr. Birinci ve ikinci 

dºneme ait sēnav sonularē ve ºdev kontrol listeleri de veri kaynaĵē olarak 
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incelenmiĸtir. Veriler ierik analizi yºntemiyle, araĸtērma sorularē kapsamēnda 

ortaya ēkan temalar ve yapēlandērēlan kodlar esas alēnarak analiz edilmiĸtir. 

¥ĵrencilerin Ķngilizce geliĸimi ve ºdev performans durumu, gerekleĸtirilen 

sunumlar, sēnav sonularē ve ºdev kontrol listeleri kullanēlarak deĵerlendirilmiĸtir. 

Bu belgeler, alēĸmada aynē zamanda veri olarak da kullanēlmēĸtēr ve ¿genleme 

yºntemiyle analiz edilmiĸtir. Elde edilen verilerin analiz sonularēna gºre, 

ºĵrenme topluluklarē odaklē ºdev modelinin ºĵrencilerin ºdev performansēna ve 

yabancē dil geliĸimine katkē saĵladēĵē gºr¿lm¿ĸt¿r. Sonular ve ºneriler son 

bºl¿mde tartēĸēlmēĸtēr.  

 

 

Anahtar Kelimeler:  ¥dev Uygulamasē, ¥ĵrenme Topluluklarē, Yabancē Dil 

Geliĸimi, Eylem Araĸtērmasē, Ķngilizce Dersi 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION  

The primary purpose of this study is to analyse homework practices in 8th grade 

English classes and investigate whether learning communities based assignments 

provide any change in studentsô performance and accordingly, to ensure 

redesigning of homework practices in EFL classrooms. This chapter includes the 

background to the study, purpose of the study, significance of the study and 

definition of terms.  

1.1. Background to the Study 

Nowadays, the place and importance of English education both in our country and 

in the world cannot be denied. English, in most of the world, is defined as the 

primary key for acquiring common language and knowledge of humanity and is 

considered a crucial way of attaining the source of knowledge. Researchers also 

agree that English is an intercultural communication mechanism across the globe. 

In one of his studies, Kachru (1992) states that while English language was a 

language spoken as a single dialect by a definite society, it has become an 

international language adopted by at least one billion people. English is not only a 

necessary component of education, but also it has a vital significance in tourism, 

business life, academic life and even media. Administrations of countries also 

attach importance on innovation and developments in foreign language education 

by considering the development of English language acquisition in the world. 

As a result, it is a clear fact that government authorities and decision makers in 

education are aware of English language in the world and they seek the ways how 
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language education can attain global world standards. For this reason, English 

education and competency has also gained more importance in our country. 

Turkish education authorities have pursued a variety of policies to attain the same 

standards with the other countries. According to Kºnig (1990), English language 

education has for the first time become one of the vital topics in Turkish education 

system in 1980s. English education started to be lectured in colleges and 

universities and then, it was incorporated into high school and secondary education 

programs. Eight years of English education became compulsory in 1997-1998 

academic years (MoNE, 2006). Finally, the development relating to language 

learning in our country was experienced in 2012-2013 academic years. The 

Ministry of Education has introduced the revised language education program 

regarding providing English education as from 2nd grade of primary school 

(MoNE, 2012). 

It has been observed that learning English has become an indispensable part of 

education in terms of the foregoing developments. Language learning has started 

to gain a seat in basic education in parallel with English learning requirements of 

individuals. For this reason, foreign language academic programs and education 

policies initiate to be prepared for development of target language. In many studies 

in regard to foreign language learning, key phases of language acquisition are 

mentioned (Krashen & Terrel, 1983). These are observation, analysis and action. 

Educators employ various educational methods for effectively integrating these 

phases into learning environment in education process. Homework is one of the 

most frequently used methods in education for directing the student to observe, 

analyse and put into action. 

Demirel (2012) states that curriculum followed in teaching process does not only 

cover the school itself, regarded as a single learning environment, but also, they 

are planned learning experience setups outside the school. Many planned activities 

performed outside the school support teaching process. Homework practice is one 

of them. In several studies dealing with academic success, homework has been 

defined as activities encouraging students on research and analysis-based study 
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depending on their learning needs and directing effective study outside the school, 

too (G¿n, 1995).  

Tan and Erdoĵan (2004) consider homework as an effective tool for interpreting 

previous knowledge and acquiring new information as Arends (1991) defines it as 

one of the ways to increase learning process and states that homework practices 

ensure getting prepared to the coming class. Consequently, this allows the educator 

to spend more for teaching at school. Education leaders argue that students 

spending their time outside the school with academic studies and researches can 

better enhance their school performances (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015). 

All the teachers in Turkey take similar training in the departments of education and 

homework is regarded as one of the most effective learning tools not only for 

outside the school but also in the classroom (Toprak and Akboy, 1999). As a 

result, several homework models should be analysed related to the adopted 

approach. Educators frequently use homework method to observe whether or not 

subject has been acquired, student review the lesson and to have an idea about 

what can be contributed on learned knowledge (Bryan & Burnstein, 2004). It is 

crucial for an educator to get information about the attainment of pre-determined 

objective. Having an idea about the situation, the teacher can reshape the way that 

is followed. Homework is preferred as an assessment and evaluation instrument in 

foreign language classes, either. In most of the universities and the departments of 

foreign language education, homework and assignment methods are covered and 

the most effective way of student- tasking is discussed. Based on these points, 

homework is defined as a useful way of teaching but the choice on following it 

depends on the teacher (Farrow, Tymms, and Henderson, 1999). 

Homework assignments are also regarded as effective tools used outside of school 

borders in order for student to train. Coulter (1979) is one of the researchers 

expressing homework as an effective tool. As emphasized in a study conducted by 

him, Coulter states that homework practices allow students to educate and improve 

themselves, give an opportunity to have a look on covered subject and encourage 

them to use the acquired knowledge. Homework as a method in education has 
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become an effective part of teaching process in terms of several aspects and many 

opinions regarding homework in several studies and effect of homework on 

academic performance have been put forward (Demirbaĸ, 2011; Hong, 1999; 

¦st¿nel, 2016). As the idea supporting that education is not provided just with an 

educator in a school environment becomes widespread, homework practice issue 

has become more and more important in education programs and policies. Given 

the fact that learning English is a matter of national education cared gradually in 

the studies and policies as indicated earlier, it is expected that homework practice 

has a prominent place in English teaching program. However, homework models 

used in foreign language education and effects of these practices on language 

acquisition have been slightly mentioned in the studies. In particular, a 

comprehensive study has not been encountered in the literature indicating 

homework models appropriate for modern teaching approaches and the results 

revealed by use of these models in the field of foreign language education, types of 

homework to be preferred in English course and how homework assignments can 

be integrated into learning process as a learning method.  

Wallinger (2008) argues that assignments are seen as a crucial tool by foreign 

language educators to acquire teaching and besides; revisions of covered subjects 

are made possible by completing homework. Considering the result revealed in 

this study, ķahin (2014) has conducted a study relating to English teachers and 

homework practices and as a result of the study, it has been observed that English 

teachers do not have sufficient knowledge on types and goals of homework that 

they hold students responsible for. However, he has stated that preferred 

homework model is of high importance for revealing desired results. Based on the 

studies, it can be concluded that homework as a method of teaching and learning 

should be given more importance in our country, as we are not sufficient enough in 

foreign language learning, and teachers should have knowledge on homework 

strategies and the model of homework that is the most effective. With that way, 

homework practices may provide a better understanding and support acquisition of 

target language. 



5 

Nowadays, research-oriented individuals internalizing the acquired knowledge and 

intending to use it in daily life, enabling permanent learning and studying more on 

it are raised instead of passive individuals in learning process and students 

acquiring literal knowledge without questioning. In addition to this, students 

become more willing to learn in environments where reciprocal interaction is 

present instead of processes in a certain line. In environments where interaction is 

supported, individual forms auto-control and self-confidence concept and 

importance of these attainment for student achievement is emphasized in many 

studies (Bempechat et al., 2011). The practices adopted for learning processes in 

education environment where individual is present should be established by 

considering the foregoing principles. In our time, education is attempted to be 

removed from traditional methods and education authorities develop learning 

activities accordingly. Preferred methods should allow individuals to know and 

discover themselves. Aēkgºz (2003) has stated that what is important in learning 

process is individual himself and when individuals undertake its own learning 

responsibility and identify their own methods and they actively engage with the 

other members in learning processes, efficient learning is acquired. To achieve the 

foregoing, individual should be allowed to build interaction in learning process 

which is inherent to human. 

Changes in sense of education have brought learning through experience into the 

forefront in the field of education and the activities with collaboration have started 

to gain more importance instead of traditional ways where teacher is a leader. 

These practices promote very active participation and reciprocally interacted 

learning rather than individual competition. According to Johnson and Johnson 

(1999), when students undertake the responsibilities assigned to them in groups, 

they believe that they will reach targeted learning within group by realizing their 

individual goals. 

Types of homework and the manner of practice show different results in various 

courses. For example, the purpose of foreign language courses is language 

acquisition and the assignments encouraging use of language will be more 

effective for acquiring a language rather than traditional homework practices. As 
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language is a tool emerging as a result of interaction and used for this purpose, 

directing individual to communicate and focusing on use of language in the 

assignments are of great importance. Principles of cooperative learning and 

community based activities also support thinking and acting in a multiple way as 

distinct from traditional teaching methods.  

By way of assigning homework, students are expected to reinforce and internalize 

what they have learned in English classes and even put them into practice 

whenever needed. Thus, both the targeted language, a living concept, will not 

remain as a theory and will be put into practice and learning will step up. 

Homework tasks to be given in accordance with certain principles will encourage 

use of language and will also provide communication among students. Hence, 

homework practices should enhance the sense of community. As stated by Saban 

(2005), individuals in the learning communities become aware of common life and 

concept of unity and gain social skills. The term solidarity and being active 

emerging with the modern education understanding during learning process are 

also supported in the environments where learning communities exist.  

As many studies on the attitude against homework and homework practices have 

revealed, several problems are observed in individual homework performance. It 

has been stated that the motivation of the individual in homework practices 

prepared by traditional understanding is low. In the learning processes where 

individual practice is adopted, the student develops positive attitude to the task 

when s/he receives help from different people (Van Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al., 

2008). Interaction is a situation likely to arise as community and cooperation exist 

(Crystal, 1996). As interaction and communication has become importance in the 

information age, the belief that individual exists for only himself in learning 

process has decreased. The language acquisition reinforced with interaction 

remains stilted if homework assignments are created individual- based and with 

traditional methods. However, creating an environment close to daily life for the 

target language is of great importance. Homework as one of the learning methods 

should also be shaped based on those aspects (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015).  
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Considering the conditions mentioned, it has been observed that some changes and 

innovations are required to be put into action for homework practices as part of 

English language teaching. When going through the previous studies carried out; 

types of homework, attitudes towards homework and effects of homework on 

academic achievement have been analysed thoroughly. While various studies on 

homework assignments and types of homework adopted in the field of language 

learning and English teaching have been found in literature, homework practices 

based on learning communities in English classes or modern understandings of 

homework practices or models have not been discussed broadly yet. Besides, as 

the characteristics of learning communities understanding seems coherent with 

modern approaches in FLE for meeting the interests and needs of new generation, 

it is believed that CoL might contribute to the improvement of homework model 

for English classes.  

Language is a living phenomenon that cannot be stereotyped and the practices 

based on traditional approach do not allow the active use of target language. As 

language is an abstract system acquired by individual for establishing interaction 

with individuals and communities, not for himself, interaction and interpersonal 

communication cannot be ignored in foreign language learning process. 

Considering the studies in the field of learning communities and collaborative 

learning, the factors required for an effective language acquisition correspond to 

the concepts adopted by these fields. Even though learning communities have been 

discussed in many researches, the studies especially on how homework practices 

are to be adapted considering learning communities and how they result in terms 

of English language teaching have not been conducted so far. Based on these, 

according to modern education, the examples concerning how new homework 

practices can be developed have been discussed and in this context, various 

opinions with respect to learning communities have been expressed. Numerous 

studies claim that homework is an effective method for achieving goals in foreign 

language acquisition but new models of homework practices should be adapted to 

learning environment (Doyle & Barber, 1990; G¿nd¿z, 2005; Laconte, 1981) as 

traditional approaches and related models of homework in language education are 
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not matching with the breakthrough in national education and foreign language 

learning (Ellsasser, 2007).  

1.2. Purpose of the Study 

Based on the importance of homework assignments in language learning process, 

the purpose of the study are to figure out the problems experienced by 8th grade 

students in English homework practices and get knowledge about their ideal 

homework, develop a new model of homework in order to change the situation 

about studentsô performance and identify the impacts of redesigned homework 

model for English class. 

On the basis of the purpose, the following questions guided the data collection and 

data analysis of the study: 

RQ. 1. What are the perceptions of teachers and students on homework practices in 

English classes? 

RQ. 2. How do students define ideal homework for English classes? 

2.1. How can homework practices be arranged based on learning communities in 

an 8th grade English class? 

RQ. 3. What are the impacts of learning communities based homework on English 

language learning process? 

1.3. Significance of the Study 

Today, English language teaching has become a critical issue for MoNE as its 

importance is increasing each passing day in universal education area. With the 

impact of modern understanding in language education, new teaching approaches 

have been needed and FLE programs have been rearranged by authorities. Various 

studies deal with methods used in language teaching and preferred learning styles 

(Brown, 1972; Cooper & McIntyre, 1998; Harmer, 1991). In many studies 



9 

conducted on learning process, homework practices are considered as mostly 

preferred method by educators, facilitating learning and allowing the 

reinforcement of the information obtained. Besides, it is known that homework 

practice maintains the learning process outside the school (Walberg, Paschal & 

Weinstein, 1985). Examining the previous studies, the importance of homework 

assignments in many areas of learning process has been mentioned, the attitude of 

individuals against homework has been evaluated and its effect on various subjects 

(i.e., maths, science and physical education) has been investigated in general 

terms. Besides, the attitudes towards homework practice and types of homework 

have also been discussed in order to reveal the relation with homework 

performance. 

As homework is a part of educational process, studies regarding homework 

practice should be connected to educational theories in order to discover 

underlying relations in the homework process (Trautwein & Koller, 2003). 

Although some studies relate to the effect of English assignments on success in the 

elementary level, the studies related to community based tasks are few. Besides, 

being one of the new understandings in the field of education, there arenôt any 

studies combining learning communities with homework performances to design a 

new model of homework. Considering the effects of homework in learning 

process, the problems experienced by students about English assignments should 

be taken into consideration in studies. Considering the improvements in 

information age and technology, it can be supposed that there should be changes in 

homework styles related to the new understanding of teaching approaches. 

However, the role of homework in latest adopted FLE approach has not been 

mentioned thoroughly in the studies conducted in our country, as well as in 

curriculum.  

Although numerous studies on homework in English classes exist worldwide, the 

number is insufficient to make a comment about homework practices and preferred 

models in our country. Various researches have been conducted on the effects of 

homework on academic performance and language learning. Despite homework is 

a subject that is known for a long time in education, only a few studies are focused 
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on the role of teachers in homework practice (Epstein & Van Voorhis, 2001).  It is 

claimed that teachers are not only responsible for assigning homework but also 

deciding and designing the most effective homework model for the class. Teachers 

should guide the students to design learning environments to be more creative and 

successful not only at school but also outside (Reisimer, 1999). Considering that 

language education can exist with interaction, it can be foreseen that learning 

communities may be an effective understanding to improve homework practices in 

language education process. Apart from that, it is also believed that learning 

communities will promote building the sense of community which lacks in the 

classroom among the students. Consequently, it will provide an interactive and 

collaborative learning environment that is promoted in FLE. The present action 

research aims to observe the effects of redesigned homework model on the 

homework performance in 8th grade English classes especially by creating learning 

communities and ensure collaboration during homework practices and form an 

opinion on the rearrangement of homework practices and the implementation of 

CoL oriented homework in language classes. Furthermore, the placement of new 

homework model in language education program might also be discussed. 

Consequently the findings of the study might contribute Engish language teachers 

in improving their homework strategies and practices. Besides, it might give idea 

for decision makers to identify the preferred homework model in curriculum and 

also provide an example in the field about learning communities in EFL classes. 

1.4. Definition of Terms 

The terms that are defined in this chapter correspond to the following meanings in 

the study: 

Communities of Learning: The terms learning communities and communities of 

learning is used interchangeably during the research. 

Homework: A task or a practice that includes practice, preparation, extension and 

creativity (Lee & Pruitt, 1979) which is assigned to students by school teachers 

(Cooper, 1989). 
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Learning communities: It is a group of students who have common academic 

goals, shared interests, or common backgrounds. Once placed in a community, 

students often take common courses to help establish academic support amongst 

the group (Klamma et al., 2005; Laverick, 2018). 
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE  

In this chapter, the conceptual framework and relevant studies regarding foreign 

language education, the role of homework in language education and learning 

communities are discussed.  

2.1. Foreign Language Education 

Human has always been defined as a living being that is open to innovation and 

development since ancient times. Human trying to keep up with firstly his 

surroundings and then the entire universe is in need of educating himself and 

learning new things as he develops which is possible with interaction (Bochner & 

Jones, 2003). The current century is called ñinformation ageò due to fact that 

information has become easily accessible and extendable. With the fast changes 

and developments in science, technology and especially communication that has a 

global impact; every society realized the need of education to become 

knowledgable (Ornstein & Hunkins, 2004). Ekin (1997) states that the features 

required to be obtained by individual living in the information age are being active 

and effective, showing success in human relations and being open to learning, 

which are provided with a common language. Language needs communication and 

interaction to maintain and develop its formation. Communication considered as 

the key to reach information, and language, a tool used, are necessary in order for 

people to understand one another. Since this key opening the door of 

communication slightly is a part of society, it is directly related to cultural 

formation. Therefore, authorities attach importance to language and look for ways 

to communicate with other communities to catch the time. As a result, the need of 

a common language of the world has become inevitable (Rohde, 1996).   
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The improvements in the world and the interactions among socieities revealed the 

need of a common language which is defined with the following:  

The trend towards globalization and internationalization has increased the importance 

of being competent in communicating with people of different cultural backgrounds 

(Fritz, Mo↓llenberg & Chen, 2002, p. 1). 

Interaction is an activity in the nature of language, occurring with the language 

phenomenon (Bee & Boyd, 2009). Interaction is a means of communication 

formed in a healthier way when gathering around a common language happening 

reciprocally. That the nations are in interaction with one another has a critical 

importance in terms of todayôs policy and development. To adopt a common 

language to establish intersocietal communication has now become a necessity in 

the world globalizing increasingly. Hence, English is defined as the target 

language preferred to ensure communication among different cultures (Crystal, 

1996; Graddol, 2007) as being the most widespread language (Coleman, 2010). As 

an example, according to the latest study conducted by United Nations, about 1.7 

billion people are non- native speakers of English language which is defined as a 

common tool of interaction with different societies (Candel- Mora, 2015). Council 

of Europe (2001) has stated that foreign language acquisition is a tool in 

communication and plays a significant role on attaining success in each field by 

following the national education policies in language education, eliminating the 

prejudices by developing cooperation among people, and facilitating the activities 

and communication among individuals with different languages. Similarly, in the 

study conducted by Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (2014), it 

has been stated that English is the most common language used for establishing 

communication among those with a different mother language.  

Kachru (1996) defines English language as 'Lingua Franca', that is to say, a bridge 

language and considers it as a means of communication covering a very large area. 

Nowadays, English language does not exist only as mother language of a specific 

society but also a target language of knowledge acquisition and transfer and as a 

result, particular importance is given to language education. English as foreign 

language having an effect on each area from academic to intellectual life, from 
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business life to social environment is considered as a social tool required for all 

nations. While Crystal (1996) points out that almost all of the scientific articles are 

written in English, Truchot (2002) emphasizes that English has also become 

widespread in business as international companies prefer Englisg to communicate. 

According to Selinker and Lakshamanan, (1992), the second language skill 

depends on the common development of mother language and target language. At 

this point, if new language being acquired is not supported by mother language, it 

causes fossilization and poses great challenge to educators. Therefore, ñthe most 

accurate and permanent'' way in language education should be decided based on 

the expectations, formations and requirements of the societies in order to prevent 

drawbacks.  

As English as a foreign language gained importance in various fields of human 

life, people felt the need to acquire it. Thus, English has become a part of 

education policies of various countries and took a place in education programs 

(Truchot, 2002). This situation paved the way for different methods and approach 

in foreign language teaching in order to promote effective learning. As previously 

stated, the societies trying to catch the era and follow the developments should 

meet in a common language when it is necessary, which should be ensured with 

education policies. Language development and interaction directly concerns with 

the aspect of communication. Communication requires the participation of both 

sides in today's leading education system (Altēntaĸ, 2000). On the contrary, in a 

system adopting unilateral communication, active use of language is eliminated, 

which prevents interaction. The studies conducted on language learning show that 

instead of individual-based traditional approaches, the language education taking 

care of the needs of individuals, catching the era and going beyond the theoretical 

information gained importance and revealed some requirements to occur. For this 

reason, the states give particular importance to make new regulations and shape 

their education programs in order to increase quality in language education. In 

recent years, the most prominent situation in the field of foreign language 

education is the communicative competence of language. Saraswathi (2004, p. 69) 

explains the principles of the communicative competence in foreign language 

education in the following way:  
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- The communicative competence of language learners should be developed in 

foreign language education.  

- Teachers are there to facilitate learning and to guide their classroom activities.  

- Learners in the learning process are the founders of communication using the 

language. They ensure active participation and undertake roles.  

Coleman (2010) emphasized the contribution of learning English on individual and 

social development and stated that language ensures communicative competence 

and accessibility to society. Similar to that, existence of communication in 

language learning process is mentioned by the authorties as one of the requested 

achievements in most of the studies about FLE (Brooks & Brooks, 1993; Castle, 

2004; G¿neĸ, 2012). The requirement to address language in terms of 

communicative aspect is mentioned nearly in each current study related to foreign 

language education. This situation is the same in our country. Language 

acquisition that is one of the matters emphasized by education authorities for years 

has become a vital case as Turkey gets closer to modern education standards and 

the desire of keeping step with other societies increases. For this reason, quality is 

at the forefront in language education and developments are encouraged in FLE as 

all borders are tend to be removed as a result of globalized world. 

2.1.1. Foreign Language Education at Secondary Level in Turkey 

Educational policies of our country in the republic period were created mostly on 

reading and writing and it was not possible to mention foreign language and 

language education policies in the times when Turkey has almost no interaction 

with other nations (Oral, 2010). After the developments in relationships with 

different cultures and countries, a shared language for communication became a 

must for our country, either. Foreign language education provides information 

about innovations in educational sciences and various societies (¥zoĵlu, 1983). 

With the improvements in much of the world, English education has gained 

importance relatedly. Therefore, foreign language teaching programs become one 

of the isssues that is often discussed and attempted to be improved in Turkish 

education system (¢elebi, 2006). As highlighted in various studies, (Jawarskowa 

& Porte, 2007) countries have started to adopt international communication 

together with changing borders and have implemented various policies for 
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ensuring the interaction. This situation enhanced improvements also in our country 

(Doĵanay- Aktuna, 1998). As the West and European countries became the voice 

of the world and Turkey has achieved standards in line with its objectives, 

communicating with these nations became inevitable. Foreign language education 

policies have revealed significant breakthroughs and reforms in since those years. 

One of the examples can be pointed as young learners started to learn English at 

schools as a foreign language.  

With the study on the situation and functions of English education in Turkey, it is 

revealed that English is not widely used as a tool of communication among people, 

which actually demonstrates one of the deficiencies in foreign language teaching 

process (Doĵanay-Aktuna, 1998). A study was conducted with the teachers to 

identify the issues experienced in foreign language education in Turkey and it 

described one of the problems of language education in our country as follows: 

The questions posed in assignment and examinations to the students during 

English teaching are multiple-choice questions examining grammar mostly. This 

approach prevents motivation of the student and functional use of the language 

(S.U. Education Reform Initiative Education Monitoring Report, 2013). Based on 

such issues, it can be said that FLE needs improvement in terms of the components 

of education program.  

Various studies conducted in our country referring education reforms and the 

impacts of them on FLE process pointed out that the maxiumum change was 

observed in 1997, by changing the beginning level of foreign language learning to 

4th grade. Besides being an important tool of achieving career opportunities and 

information, foreign language education programs have been reshaped upon 

formation of the concept of European Union in Turkey and English education 

permanently took its place in national education with the óRegulation on Foreign 

Language Education and Training of the Ministry of National Educationô (MoNE, 

2006). With respect, MoNE aimed to introduce students with English earlier to 

make them familiarised with target language (Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017). 

Even the study stated that it was the biggest change in FLE in Turkey; it also 

mentioned other improvements that influenced education programs. In 2005, the 
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numbers of English classes were increased in middle schools and in 2012, foreign 

language education became compulsory in Turkish education system starting from 

the level of 2nd grade. Besides, the renewed curriculum of 8th graders focused on 

interaction in target language and pointed out the main aim as understanding and 

communicative language teaching of English (MoNE, 2012). Upon the decision 

taken by MoNE, it has been decided that English language education will be 

provided from 2nd grade starting from 2014-2015 academic year (Board of 

Education and Discipline, 2013) and positive feedbacks were started to be 

acquired. Likewise, with the same decision, the number of courses was increased 

in middle school and high school English language education programs and 

elective foreign language courses were included into education programs. Thanks 

to the developments in education system, foreign language teaching environment 

has been reshaped (Board of Education and Discipline, 2013).  

Accordingly, some considerations have been stated based on the Principles of 

Common European Framework for Languages in relation to the learning 

environment. Looking through the statements, it is underlined that as English 

language shows parallel development with its use, it should be promoted to benefit 

from the target language in an authentic way other than learning environment. 

Moreover, language should be considered multi-lateral and its improvement 

should be supported by following various teaching methods in order to correspond 

to the nature of human (European Commission, 2007). Considering these points, 

some principles have been created in relation to learning environment by MoNE in 

conjunction with the development of policies in language education. The most 

emphasized points were that communication is attempted with target language, 

new information is obtained by using English and errors are automatically noticed 

and corrected within flow rather than authority and acquired skills are effectively 

used outside the class (European Commission, 2007). It is emphasized that English 

language is not just a theoretical knowledge and language learning should be 

realized in an environment where its use is encouraged. As teaching approaches 

adopted in language teaching at secondary level and practices are preceded with 

individual focus, acquired language has remained limited in terms of development 

considering the fact that language exists with interaction in FLE. Still, the desired 
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level of English language education is not reached despite the reforms in the area 

that is a phenomenon for years. For this reason, new solutions are being attempted 

to be found out by authorities that both encompass teacher training and renewal of 

methods in language education program.  

According to G¿neyli and Demirel (2006), language education requires functional 

use and permanence of learned language is ensured with reciprocal interaction 

other than individual-based education. In addition to this, as language is described 

as a living phenomenon that is required to be kept active it should be developed by 

ensuring the use among individuals and societies other than maintaining and 

exhibiting it like an individual learning outcome. Middle school level is a period 

individuals get aware that they live in a society and everyone depends on each 

other to interact. For this reason, communities in language education programs, 

group motivation and collaboration should be prioritized and each practice should 

be regulated accordingly in language process (Szapkiw, 2009). As mentioned in 

many studies, getting information for adapting to the era is of utmost importance 

and the shortest way to reach the knowledge depends on education. Specific 

programs and methods should be complied with for a proper process and 

requirements should be satisfied. Despite the importance given to FLE in Turkish 

educational system, students fail to accomplish foreign language skills. 

Methodologies that are implemented are also considered one of the factors in 

language learning (Karahan, 2007). Acquisition of target language in current 

constructivist education approach is a phenomenon that can be achieved with 

interaction. Learning is a process that occurs by forming ideas and defending 

them, focusing on problem and exchanging ideas with the other individuals, 

aiming at problem solving and active participation (Patall et al., 2008). Learning 

process should not be seen as mechanical development limited with a certain 

environment, time or person.  

In a study about foreign language education in secondary schools in Turkey, Gen 

(2004) introduced the program of foreign language education, the number of the 

lessons, curriculum and materials used in the process. Previous studies about these 

points are investigated during the research and it is concluded from the study that 
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foreign language education is not only teaching another language but also it is 

important for the student to live the language and get to know how to use it and 

realize the differences in terms of cultures and society. The study claimed that by 

the way of these, the student becomes more willing to acquire a new language, 

which is very important in language learning. In various studies about foreign 

language learning, motivation is also considered as one of the factors in the 

process (Dºrnyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford, 1995; Ellis, 2007). Based on their 

study about language learnng potential of highschool students, Stansfield and 

Winke (2008) revealed that providing a high motivation on the students promotes 

foreign language learning, which depends on the methods and practices during 

teaching process. 

With the influence of ever-increasing popularity of English education, the studies 

on learning English gained importance and are increasingly rising depending on 

new-era. Teaching programs are also developed in conjunction with presenting 

new approaches and methods and as a result of this, adopted practices and learning 

methods have also undergone changes (G¿le, 2014). Examples for that include 

teaching aids, followed practices and homework methods. According to Demirel 

(2012), learning is a process that should be maintained not only at school but also 

outside the school. The student should be involved with activities related to the 

acquired knowledge in order for the process outside the school to be maintained 

and should add new knowledge over them. Especially, education process that is 

kept active entails interest and follow-up outside the course. One of the most 

effective ways to maintain control is homework practices. This method has existed 

and continues to exist in each process where education programs are implemented. 

Therefore, sutiable comprehension of homework applications and their effective 

use are considered important by most authorities. Once appropriate and effective 

use of education concept of era are met, homework assignments that are strong and 

permanent language applications have always attained a place in education process 

owing to the fact that individual reinforce what is learned (Sallee and Rigler, 

2008). Homework as a learning method in FLE will be discussed later in this 

section. 
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2.2. Homework as a Teaching-Learning Method 

Beliefs about homework have changed over time. While homework is a primary 

method used for rendering learning and teaching process effective for some 

instructors today, before 20th century, society thought that homework disciplined 

the mind. Assignments are defined in many ways by researchers in the relevant 

studies.In general terms, homework can be expressed each of tasks given by 

teacher in learning process.  

While Tan and Erdoĵan (2004) express homework as the studies requested by 

teacher, they point out that homework is an effective tool for adding meaning to 

previous knowledge and acquiring new information. Cooper, Valentine and 

Lindsay (1999) consider assignment as an activity developing responsibility and 

independent personal characteristics of learning individual, engaging family into 

education, ensuring exhibition of positive behaviour against the product obtained 

with accomplishment of children. Homework practice is also emphasized as a non-

class activity created for the purpose of maintaining working environment where 

students are engaged and developing their studies by going into details (Swanson, 

2001). Homework as a learning method is an opportunity for the learner to acquire 

a skill or conduct further training and practice on the subject. (Association of 

American Publisher, 1989) Papandreu (1991) defines homework as the most useful 

and commonly learning method realized outside the class. However, there are also 

numerous studies that consider homework not only a method but also a tool to 

reinforce learning. 

As being stated in most of the studies assignments are practces being followed for 

reinforcing new information and reflecting study habit of student irrespective of 

whether they are prepared inside or outside the school (K¿¿kahmet, 2004). 

Homework practices can be defined slightly different in terms of both students and 

teachers (Yapēcē, 1995). Homework regarded as a frequently referred teaching 

technique by teacher is a strong way of supporting learning in terms of student. In 

other words, homework can be defined as an alternate way for both teaching and 

learning. While considering the definitions on homework practice it can be stated 
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that homework is associated with many aspects of education process. Homework 

activities followed as both individually and group-oriented ensure that students 

transfer acquired knowledge into their lives by making use of it, reinforcing and 

sharing acquired knowledge, gaining problem solving skills and responsibility, 

rendering learning continuous and active, comprehending individual differences 

and gaining awareness of community especially with group-oriented assignments.  

Considering the fact that assignments are actions that can take part in every 

moment of education process, that this application is included in education 

programs and is created in line with its purpose has become a crucial aspect in 

education policies. Cooper and Valentine (2001) indicate that even very little 

homework has an impact on self-control and academic achievement of students 

especially at primary and secondary level. While the theories on foreign language 

education in secondary school are investigated, the role of homework is often 

emphasized by authorities (Aēkgºz, 1993; Ulutaĸ and Diner, 2003). 

That homework plays a crucial role in education and teaching process has led to 

the need for doing research about homework practices. Discussions have been 

maintained concerning the impact of homework in studentsô success and attitude 

of individuals towards homework practice. The fact that homework practice has 

been studied mostly from certain aspects has led to ignorance of different 

perspectives of homework. Even if there is no sufficient research and source in 

regard to homework practice and methods especially in our country, the term has 

gained a seat in Turkish Education System and has become a technique that is 

utilized throughout teaching process. Considering the impact of assignment 

applications in this process, it can be stated that planned and conscious formation 

of homework can have effect on learning. Therefore, it can be said that academic 

studies relating to homework practice that are enhanced in parallel with modern 

education approaches are required in our country. After going over the studies 

related to homework practice, it is clear that homework fosters language learning 

but the preferred model or type plays an important role in taking advantage of it. 
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2.2.1. Homework and Academic Achievement 

The impact of homework on academic achievement is one of the leading topics 

among the studies relating to homework practice. The importance of homework in 

education has been stated almost in all studies conducted in regard to homework 

activities and relationship between academic achievement and homework 

performance has been investigated. 

Student achievement has always been an important criterion in terms of parents, 

teacher and school administration. For this reason, all kinds of applications that 

can boost academic achievement in education process should be evaluated. 

Homework method is one of the main practices associated with academic 

achievement in learning-teaching process (Collier, 2007). Many studies dealing 

with academic achievement and homework practices reached different conclusions 

and the reason for this is thought to be several variables (i.e., types, models, 

methods and approaches) in education process. For example, as the results of the 

studies conducted in regard as to whether or not assignments are effective in 

education process may vary; they have not yielded consistent results. The reason 

for this can be defined as the presence of several factors in homework process 

(Muijs and Reynolds, 2001). Again in a research conducted in the USA, the 

relationship between academic performance and homework has been examined 

(Cooper, Robinson, and Patall, 2006). When analysing the findings, it was found 

out that the relationship between homework and academic success depends on the 

age level of participants. Smilarly, there might be various factors effecting 

homework performance of individuals which should be taken into consideration.  

Many studies have been conducted claiming that homework practice has a positive 

effect on academic achievement (Akēn, 1998; Demirel, 1989; Wetzel et al., 1991). 

Demirel (1989) states that the results reached through evaluation of homework 

performance show a relationship with the grades of students in the institutions of 

the Ministry of National Education. For this reason, significance of homework 

practices should be explained to teacher and student and its impact on education 

process should be emphasized. Some of the studies associating homework with 
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academic achievement are the studies conducted by using control group (Walberg 

et al., 1985; Cooper, 1989; Cooper, Valentine and Lindsay, 1999; Dettmers et al., 

2009). While a group of students is assigned in the aforesaid studies, homework 

practices are not referred in teaching process to the other group. The studies being 

mentioned revealed that assigned group has higher academic achievement when 

compared with non-assigned student group and meaningful learning occurred at 

higher rate. Supporting homework practices in learning process, Cooper, Valentine 

and Lindsay (1999) summarized the positive aspects of homework assignments in 

his study investigating the effect of homework on achievement and underlined that 

homework practices are effective in developing positive attitude against school the 

sense of responsibility and independent leaerning of student. Basides, thanks to the 

assignments, the students adopt the idea that learning can continue outside the 

class. In parallel with the study conducted by Cooper, Valentine and Lindsay 

(1999), Y¿cel (2004) underlined the place of homework and the intended purposes 

of it in education process and stated that homework helps to gain the ability to plan 

and establish communication, benefit from acquired language and sources. 

Besides, it is expressed that thanks to homework, the students learn collaboration 

and look to the topics from different aspects and they start to consult and discuss. 

They also do research, ask for help and enjoy learning.  

As can be understood from the objectives set out in the related literature, 

homework should not be defined only as a personal task required to be fulfilled by 

an individual. Instead, with the effect of modern approaches of education, its 

contribution towards both individuals and student communities sharing the same 

objectives should be emphasized. Also, considering the defined goals, it can be 

said that with homework can give perspective to student in the issue of personal 

skill and social understanding other than theoretical knowledge. One of the 

important criteria in order to achieve the goals with homework is the quality and 

comprehension of assigned task. At this point, the teacher should be aware of what 

he has intended with the assignment given and should observe whether it has 

contribution to learning. 
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Kapēkēran and Kēran (1999) has determined 3rd grade students who are in the same 

class as working group for investigating the relationship between homework and 

academic achievement. After dividing the class into three different groups, no 

assignment is given for one of them while another one is assigned to complete 

research based work. The last group was responsible for completing homework 

based on repetition and details. The findings did not reveal a significant 

relationship between academic achievement and homework assignment in any of 

the groups. Thus, it can be concluded that there might be other factors having a 

role in abovementioned relationship. Based on the study, homework as a learning 

method shapes with various elements and characteristics and homework practices 

should be analysed in details including style, model or scope. 

Hence, many studies arguing that homework has an impact on academic success 

focus on learning styles, interest and individual skills of students. Hughes et al. 

(2002) have noted that the educators arguing that assignment should be present in 

education process have associated academic achievement with doing homework. 

The main reason is that students exhibit their skills while doing homework, realize 

their learning styles, and discover their skills and thus, they add new information 

on the acquired knowledge. Assignments are also effective in revealing learning 

styles of individuals. Homework is an effective learning method especially for the 

students adopting searching and discovery learning. With the entrance to the new 

era in current education, learners are interested in research and making an effort by 

using various methods. That should be taken into consideration in newly 

developed homework practices. Homework not intended for needs and interests of 

student may cause developing a negative attitude against learning process (Yapēcē, 

1995). That students determine a path as to their own learning styles and are 

involved with homework in parallel with adopted learning style directly affect 

academic achievement. As a result, if homework assignments are given based on 

individualsô learning styles they are quite effective on academic achievement 

(Lenehan et al., 1994).  

Xu (2009) claims that assignments attracting the attention of student and 

appropriate for contemporary education policies and approaches of our time 
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reinforce learning and as a result of this, they affect academic achievement. In 

addition to this, that homework is related with the next course and enables students 

to use and develop what they have learned increases the motivation against 

completing homework and this contributes academic achievement as a result 

(Elsasser, 2007). Doubtlessly, all the works contribute to maintain new learnings. 

Hughes et al. (2002) argue that homework practice is an integral part of education 

and has an effective role in academic achievement. Homework encourages 

students to discover their talents and even reveal new information by 

implementing their own skills. Reaching information on oneôs own directly affects 

studentôs view of learning. Walberg (1984) argues that assignments yield positive 

results in school success in especially at the field of social sciences if  new 

approaches in homework practices direct student to be active in process.  

Some of the studies conducted in relation to homework practice in education argue 

that the effect of homework on academic achievement may vary based on learnerôs 

grade level. Cooper (1989) performed an experimental study whether or not the 

relationship between studentôs academic achievement and homework practice 

changes as to the grade level and came up with the following results: a) There is an 

achievement increase at the rate of 4% in primary level, b) at the rate of 12% in 

secondary school and c) at the rate of 24% in high school after giving homework. 

When the effect of homework on academic achievement is compared, even if 

homework practices show an impact at high school level, Cooper (2001) argues 

that homework is crucial in each level and notes that homework assignments 

contribute developing positive behaviour against school and developing the notion 

that learning can be realized not only in school but also outside (Marzano et al., 

2001).  

Many studies in relation to the effects of homework on studentsô achievement 

were conducted from different perspectives. Even if there are studies in relation to 

academic achievement and homework in Turkey, no extended results have been 

obtained from most of the studies. Besides, studies do not map out a certain route 

in terms of foreign language education process. Akēn (1998) argues that homework 

has increased academic success in his study being conducted in primary school 
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level. The study was performed by applying a questionnaire to the teachers of 5th 

class. The questionnaire got data about the teachersô perceptions on homework and 

academic success and there were not any data provided by the students about their 

opinions and perceptions of homework. The results of the study were not sufficient 

enough to make a conclusion as there were only the answers of questionnaires for 

teachers. However, without opinions of students, the study cannot represent 

sufficient results.  

Based on the study conducted by Cooper (1989), Kapēkēran and Kēran (1999) 

investigated the effect of homework assignment on academic achievement of 3rd 

graders. While no assignment is given to a group in the study, the other group was 

responsible for a small amount of homework and the last one was assigned with a 

large amount of homework. After a while, students took a post-test on Maths and 

no significant difference has been observed in academic achievement after 

comparing the results with previous tests. ¥zben (2006) conducted a similar study 

on the secondary level students. In the study where the effect of Science 

homework on academic achievement is examined, it has been stated that 

homework is a factor enhancing student achievement. Review of the topics and 

related activities as homework practice make learning permanent and increase 

academic achievement (¥zben, 2006). The following inference can be made by 

considering the two studies conducted in different grade levels: Both of the studies 

dealing with the impact of homework on academic achievement in terms of grade 

level and the amount of homework revealed different results. One of the factors 

that cause discrepancy on results might be about the subjects. As Cooper (1989) 

conducted his research on Maths class, ¥zben (2006) preferred Science. These 

differences prevent us to make generalization about the impact of homework on 

academic achievement in language classes. 

A great part of the studies on homework practices in literature are conducted as a 

result of encountering problems in homework performance. Kriesberg (1996) who 

is also a teacher noted that he has some conflicts with his students regarding 

homework and resorted to some methods to overcome the situation. Having 

attempted various methods for motivating the students in the issue of completing 
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their assignments, the researcher observed that successful results have been 

obtained when they do their homework within collaboration outside home. It has 

been observed that students complete their assignments outside home (i.e., 

laboratories, educational institutes, cafes or libraries) in motivated and efficient 

manner. The results of the study indicates that completing homework with groups 

of friends increases cooperation and saves time in learning process by acquiring 

new information from one another. Besides increasing homework performance, the 

mentioned method of homework enhanced academic achievement. Based on this 

study it can be concluded that homework which is suitable for the needs of 

learners and modern approaches increase academic achievement.  

As numerous studies claim that there is a positive relationship between homework 

and academic success, there are also studies arguing that there is no relation 

between the two aspects. According to Muijs and Reynolds (2001), there isnôt any 

relationship between academic achievement and homework practice and argue that 

excessive homework affects academic achievement negatively. In the studies of 

Trautwein and Koller (2003) investigating the effects of frequency of homework 

and its amount on student achievement, it is noted that assignment given 

periodically affects student achievement positively but a large amount of 

homework and spending long time on completing it have no contribution in 

learning. In addition to this, homework that has no purpose leads to studentôs 

exhibiting an unwilling manner against homework and this situation inhibits 

contribution to academic achievement (Marzano et al., 2001). Moreover, when 

homework is assigned under the name of punishment, it decreases homework 

performance of the student (Kellough, 1997). In the study that Vruwink and Otto 

(1987) investigated the effect of homework on the grades of end of term exams, 

they compared the groups to which various assignments have been given with the 

groups having no assignment and it is noted that assignments have no effect on the 

grades of end of term exams and thus, on academic achievement.  

Considering the studies conducted in relation to the academic achievement, 

different results can be obtained about homework practice. However, it can be 

stated in general that homework practices provide learning skills that might turn 
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into an outcome for the learner. Besides, it is stated that homework improves 

personal and social responsibility and decision mechanism (Cooper, 2001). 

Considering the studies on homework as a method and the effects of homework on 

academic achievement, various ideas come out. There are studies arguing that 

homework has positive effect on academic achievement and there are studies 

emphasizing that giving homework does not have contribution to academic 

achievement. 

Based on the studies conducted in the field, it can be said that employing 

homework assignments in education does not have any adverse effect on student 

achievement. However, at this point the quality, purpose and the amount of 

homework, its matching with modern education approaches, appeal to modern 

understandings in learning and associating with newly learned subject are of 

utmost importance for student. Even thoughts of authorities and individuals 

involved in education process regarding homework have changed several times 

throughout history, it has been emphasized in many studies that homework as a 

method reinforces what has been learned in education, develops sense of 

responsibility, enhances interpersonal interaction and helps an individual realize 

himself and community he is engaged in (Babadoĵan, 1990; Cooper, 1984; Epstein 

and Van Voorhis, 2001). For this reason, it is stated in education programs that 

assignments suitable for adopted approach should be developed and is pointed out 

that assignment will always get involved in education-teaching process. 

Considering the significant points while giving assignment, it is important to 

prefer homework styles putting student in a centre, compatible with interests of 

individual, enabling student to reach knowledge by his own efforts and developing 

responsibility (Kºse, 2013; North & Pillay, 2002). While new policies are being 

regulated in education, as the effect of homework practice on academic 

achievement cannot be disregarded, designing homework coherent with modern 

education approaches and the community where learning occurs should not be also 

forgotten.  
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2.2.2. Types and Models of Homework 

Homework is described as a learning experience frequently preferred by educators 

and educational institutions in teaching process. For this reason, homework 

concept is emphasized in studies and education policies. The studies conducted on 

homework examine the concept from many aspects and focus on different 

components of homework practices. Studies conducted in relation to homework 

practices raise ideas about homework types or preferred models. It is likely to 

come across different classifications for types of homework in various sources. 

Even these classifications vary depending on the study; they show similarities in 

terms of definition. In the field of educational studies, Lee and Pruit (1979) 

categorized the types of homework as follows: practice, preparation, creative and 

extension. Again, in another classification in the literature, types of homework are 

expressed as practice assignments, preparation assignments, formative assignments 

and integrative assignments (Connors, 1992; Doyle and Barber, 1990). Practice 

assignments are given for making learning permanent and implementing and 

transferring it into life (Doyle and Barber, 1990). Through these assignments, 

students transfer the acquired knowledge into their lives by way of reinforcement 

and make it permanent by practicing. Preparation assignments are given for 

making the student ready for the course in the following process. In this way, 

student gets familiar with the forthcoming topic and realization of learning will be 

facilitated (Lee and Pruit, 1979). Formative assignments enable the students to 

move forward with the knowledge they acquire. The acquired knowledge features 

in revealing a new idea. According to Laconte (1981), formative assignments 

enable the student to add new knowledge considering the knowledge that the 

student acquired and, in this way, they contribute to develop lateral thinking and 

creativity. Integrative assignments are the assignments completed by student's 

integrating the acquired knowledge with different skills. Extensive assignment 

applications (i.e., project paper or term paper) are considered as integrative 

assignments. Students integrate the acquired knowledge with their own skills in 

integrative assignments. In this way, individuals aim to reveal new information by 

using the acquired knowledge. As it can be concluded from literature, types of 

homework are classified mostly in terms of content. There arenôt any 
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classifications of homework types based on a particular education approach or a 

homework method.  

Traditional and individual based homework practices are defined in 

aforementioned types of homework. Dividing homework into different types in 

terms of individualôs aim and the targeted information can be useful in some 

points. However, this classification and preferred type of homework may not yield 

the same result for each course. Adopted learning approaches that are suitable for 

the course should also be taken into consideration. For this reason, different types 

and methods of homework in parallel with modern education approaches are 

discussed. Newly adopted approach in FLE is based on social responsibilities by 

considering the needs of an individual and modern understanding of education 

(Arslan, 2007). New learning approaches develop homework in terms of quality, 

content and aim which also promotes the performance to complete the tasks. 

Johnson and Johnson (1999) classify learning experiences and accordingly, scopes 

of assignment in three groups as competition based, individual learning based and 

cooperation based. Communities-based assignments have become mostly preferred 

in learning processes that promote cooperation. These types of assignments are 

developed parallel with modern understanding of language education as they 

represent common charactristics. Negative attitudes of individuals against 

traditional homework practices create the need for new methods of homework that 

take interaction and the sense of being a society to forefront (Trautwein & L¿dtke, 

2009). Community of learners is one of the modern understandings in 

constructivist teaching (Hord, 2009). This understanding promotes cooperation 

and the sense of being a community around a common purpose. Even if the studies 

relating learning communities are one of the prominent issues in recent times in 

the field of education, the studies regarding especially how this understanding 

might reshape homework practices and create new models of homework for FLT 

have not been handled yet. When considered that the sense of community and 

interpersonal interaction are important in each field in todayôs education system, 

all the components of learning should be organized accordingly. Learning 

communities and group-oriented homework practices try to make individual aware 
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of community and homework methods are created according to that idea (Rovai, 

2002). In this context every student is responsible for the success of the 

community. Everyone has a common goal and they try to reach this goal together. 

They fulfil both their duties as an individual and also they aim to contribute to the 

members of community. The ultimate goal is to reach social awareness and acquire 

knowledge by providing interaction. As a result, as the students are in search for 

the sense of belonging a society rather than experience the process on their own, 

community as a sense has become important especially for the instructors and 

educational psychologists (Pretty et al., 1994).  

Slavin (1987) has determined that assignments provide much more contribution 

for achievement when they promote cooperation compared with individual and 

competition-based assignments. Besides, students complete their assignments 

more properly if the assignments are completed with a group. The tendency in 

acting with group and fulfilling tasks within cooperation has always been present 

in the societies where humans live together (Johnson and Johnson, 1999). Instead 

of traditional approaches in education, interpersonal learning, cooperation and 

community based studies are given importance especially in the studies conducted 

in social sciences in our country. Although learning and socialization are 

addressed in several education studies and new programs are designed based on 

the chracteristics of constructivisim, especially learner communities based 

education and related homework practices are not analysed in terms of English 

education. As traditional learning methods lost their significance with the modern 

understanding in education, new ideas have been suggested. As a result, all 

elements of education process need a change coherent with the new improvements. 

Homework practices that are also a part of education process should keep up with 

modern approaches by becoming more interactive, communicative, community-

oriented and open to cooperation. Considering the definitions relating to types and 

models of homework and studies conducted, it can be said that homework 

practices should be developed in regard to new education trends and interests of 

individuals and society. 



32 

2.2.3. Attitudes towards Homework 

Attitude can be defined as opinions and emotions of an individual showing 

continuity in relation to any phenomenon. ¥zg¿ven (2005) defines attitude as 

readiness to the behaviour of accepting or rejecting an object, person, group or 

thought of an individual. Attitude arises from the decision of an individual. 

Tavĸancēl (2002) argues that an individual does not acquire attitude innately 

against a phenomenon, rather, it is acquired with experience. For this reason, he 

states that psychological reasons underlie in the background of human attitudes. 

Singh, Granville and Dika (2002) state that beside cognitive characteristics, 

studentsô affective aspects play also an active role in learning, for this reason, 

attitude should be considered in education process. The relationship of affective 

characteristics with achievement as well as cognitive characteristics is emphasized 

in many studies. Attitude, one of the affective characteristics of individual, is 

essential in education as attitudes of individuals in learning experience are 

observed in details. 

2.2.3.1. Attitudes of Teachers 

Both teachersô and studentsô attitude against assignment has a key role in 

homework performance (Eilam, 2001). As teachersô opinions about homework are 

generally positive, the studies are mostly conducted about the problems they 

experience in homework practices. According to many studies, instructors claim 

that homework practices motivate learners in learning process and acquisition of 

new information. As a result, the learner reaches the objectives in time (Ulutaĸ and 

Diner, 2003). Assignments are frequently used as self-confidence boosting tool 

by teachers. In this point it is important that the teacher is aware of interests and 

abilities of students and the tasks are designed accordingly. As well as developing 

individual skills, assignment applications may promote social consciousness, 

social experience and solidarity based on type of homework adopted by teacher.  

Connors (1992) argues that the attitude of teacher towards homework affects the 

attitude of student. To give an example, the idea indicating that much homework 
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given by teacher increases achievement of student may lead to developing negative 

attitude against the course and homework. For this reason, it is claimed that the 

attitude of the teacher relating the amount of homework is quite important in 

development of studentsô attitude. Similarly, Farrow et al., (1999) argue that 

attitude of student towards assignments is partially parallel with attitude of teacher. 

Teacher is supposed to plan assignments well and consider the need and interests 

of student and class. It is argued that this attitude of teacher will allow student to 

develop more positive attitude against assignment. Shubert (2004) emphasizes that 

teachers frequently prefer homework that they consider as a useful tool to enhance 

learning in education process and at this point, they are supposed to explain the 

students that homework is a good learning strategy in the process. With this way, it 

is expected students have positive attitudes towards homework. 

Another fact that increases the function of homework is that the teacherôs attitude 

corresponds to modern understanding of education. In other terms, homework 

should catch up with the current time so that it attracts studentsô attention and 

encourage them to use their skills (Corno, 2000). If the teacher takes a positive 

attitude towards homework that attracts studentsô interest and supports interaction, 

this situation allows students to utilize new knowledge and reinforces the sense of 

community while completing homework (Epstein and Van Voorhis, 2001). 

Concerning the attitudes towards homework, it is expressed that the attitude of 

teacher towards homework should be equal for every student in certain homework 

(Cooper et al., 1999). In the contrary situation, student might show negative 

attitudes towards homework. As stated previously, with the new approaches in 

education, students should be aware of community instead of isolating themselves 

during learning process and should develop the understanding of coming together 

for the same purpose and become aware of each other. Based on the results of a 

study about homework attitudes of teachers in our country, it has been stated that a 

vast majority of primary school teachers employ homework as teaching method 

and a way of revision (Hizmeti and Oflazoĵlu, 2006). Teachersô attitude towards 

homework affects the quality of it (Wiesenthal, Cooper, Greenblatt, & Marcus, 

1997). Also, it has been observed that the teachers deal with the completion of 
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homework rather than the performance of students which actually causes 

inefficacy in practice.  

One of the elements affecting homework attitudes of teachers is the place of 

homework in curriculum (Wiesenthal et al., 1997). It can be concluded that 

education policies attaching importance on homework enhance positive attitudes 

towards performing it. Homework assignments are always part of education 

process in education policies and regulations published in our country and it is 

emphasized managing homework practices by teacher is useful in learning. 

However, there are contradictions in terms of homework attitudes that might be the 

result of preferred homework models in learning process. After the literature is 

reviewed, numerous studies can be found about the attitudes towards homework 

(Brock et al., 2007). Based on the studies conducted, it is observed that teachers 

develop a positive attitude towards homework practice in general. Moreover, it can 

be stated that their attitude determines the quality of homework, the preferred 

method and finally, attitude of student. In particular, developments in the field of 

foreign language education and providing permanent learning take place through 

interaction. Interaction occurs only when there is cooperation in learning 

environment that also needs the sense of community. Therefore, foreign language 

teachers should prefer homework requiring interaction and communication and 

develop a positive attitude towards homework based on community and group-

oriented tasks in language classes. 

2.2.3.2. Attitudes of Students 

The importance of homework in education process has been always controversial 

issue. Studies examining contribution of homework to academic development have 

considered the attitudes of students towards homework as one of the factors of 

homework performance. For this reason, attitude is among the issues highlighted 

in most of the studies. 

Attitude is a phenomenon that is gained afterwards and acquired with experience. 

For this reason, it is effective in directing behaviours of individuals.  Acquiring 
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different results in the studies regarding homework practice of student depends on 

specific variables (Ķnceoĵlu, 2004). Examples of these variables can be listed as 

family, school, sex, course or academic level. Referring to the literature, student 

attitudes towards assignment and the studies conducted on opinions about 

homework practice mostly focus on primary school level. The studies relating to 

the attitudes of students in secondary school are very few when compared to 

primary school. In addition to this, although significance of homework in foreign 

language acquisition has been subject to many studies, researches discussing the 

attitude of student towards homework as a language teaching method have not 

been encountered (Ķleri, 2013). Many students define homework as a source of 

stress (Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002). Especially young learners state that 

homework tasks take too much time and restrain their free time. Hence, it can be 

concluded that students have developed negative attitude towards homework and 

causes the student associate homework with stress. In a study conducted to 

understand of teachersô, parentsô and studentsô viewpoints towards homework, the 

concept and aim of homework assignments are questioned (Warton, 2001). While 

teachers and parents describe homework practice as a tool used for reinforcing 

newly acquired knowledge, studentsô opinions were quite different. While most of 

the students at primary level do homework to be appreciated by teacher and 

parents, the opinions about homework perception changed in upper grade levels. 

Secondary and high school students see homework practices as a learning method 

used for permanent learning and revision of the topics. Concluding from the study, 

studentôs awareness of learning process and the age level affect the attitude 

towards homework (Warton, 2001).  

Especially in secondary school level, attitudes of student towards homework vary 

according to clear explanation of task, expectations of it and compatibility of 

homework with different interests and skills (Epstein and Van Voorhis, 2001). If 

the student is aware of what is expected from him and if the homework overlaps 

with his interest, a positive attitude is developed towards homework. Herein, the 

approach preferred in the learning process by the teacher and homework method 

developed in parallel with the approach has a crucial role. Aforesaid, attitude of 

student towards homework depends on the attitude of teacher (Barnes, 2001). One 
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of the main principles directing the attitude of student towards homework is about 

how homework is practised based on itsô type and approach adopted in learning 

process. Homework that is not in accordance with modern concept of education 

has a negative impact on the studentsô attitude (Rowell and Hong, 2002). Thus, it 

can be stated that assignments given within the framework of traditional 

approaches results in negative attitude towards assignments (Kaplan, 2006). 

In the study conducted by Xu and Yuan (2003), the attitudes of students towards 

English homework were investigated under four headings of a) importance of 

doing homework b) reason for doing homework c) studying environment and 

homework, d) other issues relating to homework practice. While the students argue 

that doing homework is important for school achievement, they also believe that 

homework provides revision and permanent learning. In addition, even though 

most of the students deny that assignments support the sense of responsibility, 

some have stated that they develop learning skills and become more responsible 

thanks to homework practice. Discussing the results of studies on studentsô 

attitudes towards homework, the students do not reflect any negative attitude in 

relation to presence of homework in general; however, there are some critical 

points that might cause negative attitude depending on preferred content, type and 

model of homework practice.  

According to Eccles (1983), the attitude towards assignment is shaped by adopting 

the task willingly and succeeding in practice. In other words, internal and external 

motivation is effective in the attitude towards homework. Ensuring motivation is 

facilitated with positive interaction developed with the individuals involved in the 

process which promotes learning communities.  

Studentsô attitudes towards homework are emphasized to be negative in most 

studies and underlying reasons are being attempted to find out. One of the 

important factors affecting the attitude of student towards homework is defined as 

adopted modern approach and a homework style that is coherent with. Traditional 

learning approaches and individual based homework cause anxiety and loss of 

motivation in students. Similar to today's constructivist approach, assignments 
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based upon learning communities and cooperation might enhance positive attitudes 

towards homework. Referring to the studies conducted in relation to attitudes, the 

effect of homework practice on learnersô development in education is emphasized 

and for this reason, it is noted that developing positive attitude towards homework 

practice might increase language learning achievement. Hence, assignments 

should match with modern understanding of language education and the interests 

of new generation.  

2.2.4. Place of Homework in Turkish Education System 

Homework practices that are specified in many studies as an effective learning 

method have various definitions in literature. While G¿rlevik (2006) states that 

homework increase knowledge retention through revision, ķahin and Altēnay 

(2008) define homework as a task that can be performed individually or with 

group, developing problem-solving skills. Besides active listening, practice in 

learning process has also an important role in student's developing the acquired 

knowledge. Assignments help reinforce the acquired knowledge during teaching 

and associate the knowledge with life. Thus, they allow practicing the theoretical 

knowledge (Kºse, 2013). Homework can be defined as an important practice in 

transforming learning into experience provided at school. Assignments are defined 

as an output to be revealed by the individual activities or group work outside the 

course in line with the objectives identified in the curriculum (Journal of 

Communiqu®s, 1989).  

Educational process does not cover only theoretical knowledge. At the same time, 

it helps to transform the acquired knowledge into practice. In-class time passes 

mostly by covering theoretical knowledge and following the lesson plan up to 

desired point. It has been shown by many studies that outside-class activities are 

also part of education process and they allow the student to make use of new 

information and develop the acquired knowledge. It is an essential that assigments 

should be included into education program in a controlled and planned manner. 

Provided that they are identified clearly and are planned in parallel with in-

classroom instruction, they will contribute to academic achievement (MoNE, 
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2012). In Turkish National Education System, homework practices are used for 

regulating especially extracurricular activities in education programs and national 

education policies and articles regarding their functions are published in the 

educational regulations. As the existence of homework in learning process become 

important in learning process, directives and programs that involve homework 

practice are published by MoNE (2018). Thus, as assignments become an integral 

part of our education programs, a circular about homework practices was 

published stating that homework should be planned as in-school activities (the 

Official Gazette dated 10 November 1976, no. 15759, page 10).  

Another regulation published for organizing out-of-school activities in educational 

institutions was announced on November 8th, 1989 under the name of "Regulation 

of Extracurricular Activities in Secondary and High School Institutions". 

According to this regulation, in class and extra-curricular activities should 

complement each other. Extracurricular assignments must also be organized in 

parallel with the main objectives expressed as taking a different approach to the 

assignments and consulting with the community during homework, 

communicating with each other and making use of different sources, and lastly 

enabling collaboration and gathering around a common goal. In aforementioned 

circular, the significance of assignments in learning process is expressed as 

follows:  

Assignment is one of the activities involved in the process and is of high importance 

in terms of students' loving doing their homework on their own or with group and 

creating willingness and excitement of study and achievement (p. 942-944). 

In the dates of 2005-2006, within the framework of modern education, all the 

elements in education program in Turkey including homework are organized based 

on constructivism. After the improvements in education programs, homework 

assignments become more important for authorities. G¿r (2002) states that 

homework behaviours of student give clues to educator regarding school 

achievement in our country. As one of the elements included in the education 

process, assignments should be re-shaped according to the principles of modern 

approaches. Accordingly, especially in language education, assignment 
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applications directing individual to observe, interact and gain sense of community 

should take place in our education system (Regulation on Primary Education 

Institutions dated 27 August 2003 and no. 25212).  

Thanks to modern understanding in education, students have become the focal 

point of education planners and it has been aimed to raise communities 

interpreting, sharing and questioning the acquired knowledge. (Apaydēn and 

Aydēn, 2008; Demirel, 2009) Homework practices should be shaped according to 

this understanding in education process. Homework is frequently preferred as 

extracurricular teaching practice by language teachers both in the world and 

Turkey. The researches show that this practice continue to survive as an integral 

part of education program; however, new perspectives are required in homework 

method together with new education policies. 

2.3. Studies on Homework Practice 

Considering the literature, homework as a learning method in education became 

one of the main subjects of the field with the changes in education programs 

(Babadoĵan, 1990). Numerous studies were conducted on homework practices in 

various fields of education and a considerable amount of studies state that 

homework plays a crucial role in studentsô comprehension. While some focus on 

the attitudes towards homework in learning, other authorities discuss the types of 

homework or the importance of motivation in completing the assignments. There 

are also studies in literature implying that homework has a negative effect on 

studentsô learning. However, after they are analysed in detail, it can be concluded 

that homework assignments are considered as helpful tools for comprehension but 

there are some factors that determines the impact of homework. Thus, provided 

that these factors are shaped in accordance with studentsô needs and requests, 

homework practices are highly welcomed and preffered in education process. 

Similarly, with the improvements in the field of education programs in Turkey, 

homework is considered as one of the main aspects in curriculum as with the 

homework practices, students have tha chance to review the learned subjects 

which contributes to studentsô academic performance (MoNE, 2006). In other 
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words, the new approaches in education in our country provides new opinions 

about homework and similarly to most of the authoritiesô ideas (Rengma, Saikia & 

Sunny, 2015; Tan and Erdoĵan, 2004) thanks to homework assignments, students 

get information from different sources during completion, organize the new 

knowledge and interpret them with their own words, which enables critical 

thinking, in contrast with traditional approaches in learning process. The new 

adopted program in Turkish education system also determines that homework 

should not only help studentsô own learning but also possess some characteristics 

synchronised with modern understandings. To give an example, homework 

practices should be appropriate for learnersô social and cultural conditions and give 

them opportunity to share their knowledge with other learners by interaction 

(MoNE, 2006).  

Parallel to these improvements in education, the present study discusses new 

model in homework practices in FLE classes. As the present study deals with 

learning community-based homework, the literature about homework and learning 

communities and new understandings in homework practices need to be analysed 

additionally. 

In a study conducted in relation to cooperative learning applications in 9th grade 

students (Mattingly and Van Sickle, 1991), some assignments for the students 

were organized as tasks that should be completed as group studies while individual 

tasks given during the period had to be completed individually. After the 

homework practices, the students received a questionnaire about their experiences 

on cooperative homework and individual tasks. After comparing the results and 

checking the tasks it was revealed that cooperative assignments are more effective 

when compared with individual tasks in terms of homework completion and 

motivation. A similar survey to the aforementioned study has been carried out in 

Turkey on university students. The study aimed to find out whether the learning-

teaching approach has an effect on promoting permanent learning. Within this 

scope, homework practices were also turned into cooperative tasks as they are a 

part of learning process. Diffrerent from the current homework practices that are 

based on traditional type of homework, the instructor makes the students to study 
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cooperatively in tasks. By way of following cooperative practices, it is discovered 

that cooperation-based homework had much more effect on ensuring permanent 

knowledge when compared with traditional ones in the research conducted for 

examining the effect of cooperation-based learning and traditional learning of 

university students in terms of permanent learning and affective characteristics 

(Aēkgºz, 1993). Thus, as being one of the elements in learning process, 

homework practices should also be designed according to the new understanding 

in order to make learning permanent (Aēkgºz, 1993; Bilgin & Gelici, 2014).  

Corno (2000) has concluded the following results in the study conducted for his 

article named as óLooking at Homework Differentlyô prepared in relation to 

different roles of homework assignments: When homework assignments are 

community and cooperation oriented, they enhance social communication and 

interaction between individuals, build sense of community and belonging to a 

group, in contrast to traditional models of tasks promoting students study 

individual and be in a competition with other members of the learning process.  

North and Pillay (2002) conducted a study with 85 Malaysian English teachers to 

find out their views and preferences about homework practices and academic 

performance. The questionnaires prepared for the study was distributed in schools 

where the researchers were able to had contact and return them. The results show 

that %73 of English teachers give homework two or three times in a week which 

shows that most of them prefer homework in learning process. Although 

homework is given importance in the process, teachersô preferences about 

homework assessment and the type of tasks indicated that there is tendency to 

practice traditional homework models even the syllabus is organized based on 

communicative approach. Besides, it was determined that approximately 40% of 

teachers are satisfied with the results in homework. Based on this study, ķahin 

(2014) stated that teachers do not have sufficient knowledge in the issue of 

homework and objectives of these practices promoting effective language learning 

and modern education approaches.  
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In the doctoral dissertation conducted by Rozier (2003), freshmen were chosen as 

a sampling group to reveal the impact of group assignments to homework 

performance and academic achievement. The partcipants were divided into control 

and experimental groups to observe the difference on homework process. Before 

the action began, a pre-test was performed. Thereafter, new homework practices 

were designed based on group work and these assignments were given to 

experimental group in chemistry courses where approximately half of the students 

fail while the control group continued with common model of homework. A post-

test was also implemented when the homework practices are all completed and 

after observing the homework performances and pre-test and post-test results, even 

there was no significant difference in academic achievement when analysing the 

test results; positive results were obtained in terms of developing attitudes and 

completing assignment. 

In another study on homework, G¿nd¿z (2005) addressed homework based on 

different learning types. The study conducted with university students aimed to 

reveal the effects of different types of homework practices on academic 

achievement and the attitudes. In the study dealing with the effect of traditional-

web and individual-cooperative homework practices on undergraduate studentsô 

achievement, sampling group was divided into two and while the first group 

prepared homework in traditional-individual way, the other group completed the 

work in a cooperative way by using web if needed. While both models have a 

similar effect on academic achievement, no superiority has been observed in terms 

of homework attitude. 

In the study conducted on 5th grades investigating the relationship between 

homework styles and academic achievement, 719 students took part as 

participants. Their homework styles were determined with óô Identification of 

Homework Motivation and Stylesôô scale designed by Hong and Milgram (1999) 

and it is observed that a great amount of students desire to have someone directing 

them while doing homework and motivating them during tasks. Besides, it is 

determined that they complete their assignments willingly with peer groups 
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(Hizmeti, 2007) rather than practicing individually and motivation has a 

meaningful relation with homework performance. 

Cheng, Kuo, Chen and Baw (2008) conducted a study with a group of 98 

university students to check whether there is a significant relationship between 

homework model and attitudes towards the course. In an 18-week study, 

experimental and control groups were designed and while assignments based on 

cooperative learning method is employed in experimental group, traditional 

method was maintained in control group. After the implementation of different 

homework models, the students were given a questionnaire to get information 

about their current attitudes towards the class. When the data collection was 

finalized and results were analysed, a remarkable difference was observed in the 

attitude against the course between two groups. The experimental group developed 

more positive attitude against the course when compared with the control group 

following traditional method in homework practices. 

There are various studies in literature about homework practices in Turkey, either. 

One of these studies is conducted on 7th graders in which the researcher questions 

studentsô homework self regulation related to teachersô homework practices (Taĸ, 

2013). 8318 students and 344 Science teachers were participants of the study. 

Student completed Student Homework Scale and Achivement Test and the 

teachers answered the questions in Teacher Homework Scale. Analyses were 

conducted in hierarchical linear modelling and the results revealed that attitudes 

towards homework effect the self-regulation of students. It was found out that 

student perceptions of homework quality and feedback shapes their self-regulation. 

Based on the data, in classes where the students have high perception on 

homework quality and higher teacher support for using deep learning strategies in 

homework practices do not delay their homework and are more successful in 

conducted achievement test.  

Online homework is also a common type of homework in todayôs world and there 

are studies dealing with that case in education. Studies on homework practices and 

technology use are increasing as a result of improvements in technology usage in 
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education. In the study (Bora, 2018) related to that point, the researcher aims at 

analysing the effect of online homework practices in science classes in terms of 

academic achievement and studentsô attitudes. A quasi experimental design is 

adopted in the study with pre and post-test and a control and experimental group 

was defined from 48 students in an elemantary private school. Besides, an attitude 

scale was also used during the research. An achievement test was designed based 

on the objectives of the lesson and it was performed by the participants as pre-test 

before the implementation process and as post-test after the process was finished. 

The quantitavie data were analysed with the help of SPSS by conducting sample t-

test and ANCOVA. After analysing the data, it was revealed that there was not a 

significant difference in post-test results between two groups but there was a 

significant difference in the attitudes of students. Students who studied online 

demonstrated a positive attitude towards homework when compared with the 

control group.  

Another study about homework practices (Kºseoĵlu, 2016) focuses on analysing 

the effects of homework practices shaped based on differentiated education 

approach on the homework attitudes of students having attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder.The participants were 5 primary school students from 

different cities, their parents and teachers. During the action study, qualitative data 

were collected through interviews and when the data were analysed, it was 

revealed that thanks to the differentiated homework practices, students developed a 

positive attitude towards and stated that they complete the tasks with less 

assistance and in an ideal time. As a result, it can be concluded that homework 

models that are arranged based on the needs of the students are much more 

efficient and meaningful in learning process.  

Some studies on homework are focused only on teachersô perceptions in literature. 

In his masterôs thesis, Yel (2019) aimed to designate the opinions of the teachers 

about the effects of homework. Scanning method was used during the study. The 

participants were 783 teachers from different primary and secondary schools in 

Ankara. In order to determine the perceptions of teachers about homework, a 

questionnaire was conducted and based on the data, the effects of homework were 
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analysed in cognitive, affective and social aspects. The perceptions of teachers 

were positive in terms of cognitive effects whereas it was not stated that it has a 

significant effect on affective and social aspects.  

Researching the literature, many studies relating to homework practice and the 

importance of it in educational process, itsô effect on academic achievement, types 

and techniques of homework and motivation in homework practices have been 

conducted so far. However, a study discussing the effect of foreign language 

education programs based on homework practices in parallel with learning 

communities havenôt carried out yet. Besides, the effects of learning communities 

based homework on assignment performance and academic achievement have not 

been discussed in any study about language learning. Even if cooperative learning 

comes together with learning communities in some points, it is clearly concluded 

from the studies that there are some differences from some perspectives. For this 

reason, cooperation based homework does not fully reflect the features of learning 

communities. In addition to this, even the studies conducted abroad reveal the 

importance of assignment applications in foreign language education in some 

cases, although language acquisition in our country becomes more of an issue, 

there are no studies relating to new understandings and models in English 

homework practices. The studies on homework practices deal mostly with the 

impact on academic success or attitudes rather than focusing on characteristics of 

homework in language classes or how to design a new homework model appealing 

to new generation of learners. In addition, even if some studies define learning 

communities in general terms, none of them suggest an idea about learning 

communities based homework as a method of language practice and a new model 

of homework. 

2.3.1. Studies on English Homework Practices 

Along with the changes in national education system, there were also 

improvements in foreign language education programs. According to the revised 

program, homework practices were stated as one of the main elements of English 

language curriculum, providing reviewing of the lesson and promote studentsô 
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acquirement (MoNE, 2015). With the renewed program, it is emphasized that 

homework assignments are effective in learning if they are implemented in the 

light with modern approaches in FLE.  

The studies about homework in education process are mostly on Maths and 

Science learning and not many resources are encountered relating to significance 

of assignments in learning English as a second language. The major reason for this 

can be foreseen in review of literature that foreign language educators and 

researchers mostly focus on in-class learning rather than homework practices, 

which is considered as outside class activity. Considering the fact that learning 

continues outside the class and the most effective method for this is homework 

practices, more studies need to be conducted for assignment applications in FLT 

(Nunan and Richards, 2015). Conducted in the field of language education in 

recent time, discussions are initiated on the standards, scope and content of 

assignments in the studies (Lee and Pruit, 1979; Cooper, 2001).  

Motivation in FLE is one of the promoting factors for effective learning (Cooper, 

2001). Many studies are carried out indicating the fact that motivation of student in 

education process enhances passion and positive attitude is developed towards the 

things learned (Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002). Assignments are one of 

the ways used for obtaining information about the studentôs motivation. Pintrich 

(1999) states that motivated student cares about foreign language assignments 

much more and student does not escape from completing the task. If student feels 

anxious while doing homework, he doesnôt get the desired result in homework 

because of the loss of motivation (Tobias, 1985). When the effects of motivation 

and anxiety on homework are observed, it can be stated that both have an effect on 

homework performance. For this reason, while planning homework, practices that 

reduce anxiety of student and increase motivation should be preferred. 

Especially in the education programs where English educations is compressed to 

certain class hours and in the countries where English is not commonly used for 

communication, useful ideas should be generated in relation to homework models 

and success in FLE. Krashen and Terrel (1983) argue that being exposed to target 



47 

language outside the learning environment facilitates learning. Continuation of the 

learning process outside the school is provided by homework practices adopted in 

education program. It is emphasized that students are given homework to get 

exposed to target language, revise the lesson and make use the target language 

(Wallinger, 2008). Practising language is a crucial factor in realization of learning. 

Therefore, as the government attaches a remarkable importance to English 

education in Turkey, homework as an efficient method of learning should always 

be developed based on modern approaches in education. 

The number of studies conducted in the past in relation to the place and 

importance of homework in foreign language education is very limited. Therefore, 

there is not sufficient information to make judgement regarding the effect of 

homework practices in terms of models and types on academic achievement in 

FLE process (Wallinger, 2008). That assignment has different variables (i.e., type, 

scope, model and standards) it is required to evaluate the relationship of 

assignment applications and academic achievement from many aspects. Looking 

through the literature, there are some studies about homework practices in foreign 

language education worldwide.  

By analysing the articles about homework and experiments conducted between 

1904 and 1984, implications were stated by Foyle and Bailey (1988) that the effect 

of homework practices given in English classes on academic achievement varies 

according to grade levels. Based on the investigations, it was concluded that while 

there was no relationship between homework and academic achievement in high 

school, the results were different in elementary and secondary level as homework 

effected student achievement positively. Moreover, it is stated that homework 

practices did not decrease the academic achievement in any of the grade levels.  

North and Pillay (2002) conducted a study in relation to what English teachersô 

ideas were about traditional homework and their effects on learning and reached 

the following conclusions: In the study conducted based on the homework 

performance of the students, while 40% of the teachers are satisfied with the 

results of traditional homework, 60% of whom think that these assignments have 
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no effect on performance. Based on the results, it is concluded that there are 

teachers who still prefer traditional homework even it does not meet modern 

understandings in education. 

Cooper et al., (1999) and Kazmierzak (1994) made similar interpretations relating 

to foreign language assignments in different studies and emphasized the diversity 

in English assignments. It is pointed out that the development of foreign language 

cannot be measured from a single aspect; acquisition of English can be ensured 

with developing skills such as speaking, writing and comprehension. Thus, English 

course helps to learn diversity in assignment applications (Wallinger, 2008). 

Accordingly, these matters should be considered while arranging homework for 

developing target language skills. 

What is important in homework activities for developing language skills is to 

complete them by using the newly acquired knowledge. In addition to this, 

homework practices developing listening and speaking skills in foreign language 

acquisition support active use of the target language. Focusing more on theory 

leaves language practice aside. Language is an active tool for communication that 

develops by way of taken advantage. Therefore, assignment applications focusing 

on comprehension and speaking, directing to use target language with the 

community should be developed. One of the important points in homework 

performance in English classes is related to homework assessment system 

(Wallinger, 2008). It is revealed that teachers check assignments generally in three 

ways: Some of the teachers focus on whether it has been completed or not while 

the other group cares the accuracy of the answers and as the last group there are 

also teachers scoring every completed assignment. At this point, it is believed that 

grading without assessing the accuracy of answers; it is not possible to have an 

idea about achievement in language learning (Keith, 1982; Chen and Ehrenberg, 

1993). Thus, homework practices might also be utilized as evaluation of students 

and the lesson. At that point, the teacher should attach importance to the quality of 

the answers given. 
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In a similar study by Trautwein, L¿dtke, Syhnyder and Niggi (2006) conducted on 

ninety-three 8th grade students, it is questioned whether types and evaluation of 

English homework influence motivation of doing it. Based on the results, it was 

concluded that according to the students, the type of homework in foreign 

language classes are important in  foreign language classes and it was underlined 

that the learners care about the type of homework practices. Moreover, the study 

revealed that the students who are aware of assignments check in class are more 

motivated to complete homework. 

Demirel (1989) conducted a study on the effect of the assignment given in English 

class on academic achievement of the students. In the study, the effect of 

assignment on 5th grade studentsô achievement was analysed and significant results 

were found about the relationship. During the study, the students were given 

homework regularly in every class and after analysing the homework completion 

rates and exam results, it was revealed that assignments were effective in language 

acquisition. On another study conducted with more than 500 English teachers 

employed in different educational institutions in Istanbul, teaching methods that 

they employ in language teaching were investigated and the findings were 

surprising as it was revealed that most of the teachers preferred outmoded 

traditional teaching methods (Haznedar, 2010). As shown up in the results, 

linguistic-auditory method based on memorization and repetition is among the 

most prominent answers of participants. As authorities head towards creative and 

communicative methods in language education, it is remarkable that teachers 

prefer an outdated method in teaching (Richards and Rogers, 2001). That 

homework-based learning, a considered method in recent years remained at the 

level of 39.8% has been among the critical points of the study. Also, it is observed 

that the most highlighted methods in language learning are preferred at low rates in 

Turkey. The result has necessitated that modern teaching methods of FLE should 

be emphasized in teacher education programs and be arranged based on the 

characteristics of new understandings in language teaching (Haznedar, 2010).  

It has been often pointed out in litrerature that studentsô opinions about homework 

play an important role in education in order to make use of it efficiently. Zilker 
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(2015) conducted a study on studentsô perceptions towards homework in English 

classes. The participants were 60 students of a primary school in Kars. Both 

questionnaires and interviews were conducted during data collection in order to get 

deep information. With the results in statistical and content analysis, it is revealed 

that homework practices are considered as integral parts of learning by students. 

Besides, students prefer tasks that are fun and more visual elements, which 

revealed that, compared with the studentsô atittudes towards homework, the model 

of homework is crucial in perceptions of students.  

Similarly, a study on homework practices investigated teachersô and studentsô 

perspectives on current homework system in English classes in terms of quantity, 

individualisation, motivation, homework correction, creativity, working in groups, 

parents and use of computer (¥zmen, 2002). The participants were 250 students 

and 25 teachers in various public schools in Bursa. Both questionnaires and 

interviews were conducted to get data and also the teacher took observation notes 

during the process to get deeper information about the system in homework 

practices in EFL classes. After analysing the data, it was found out that both 

teachers and the students do not prefer a large amount of homework. Teachers and 

students also claim that individualisation is effective during homework correction 

but the teachers think they do not have enough time to spend time for every learner 

individually in classes. When it comes to motivation, both teachers and learners 

emphasize that motivation is important in assignments and correction of 

homework is crucial to utilize homework activities efficiently. One of the 

intriguing results of the study was about group homework. Learnersô were in the 

opinion that if they work with group during homework completion, they feel more 

motivated. Hence, it is concluded from the study that current homework practices 

should be revised according to the opinions of teachers and students to make 

homework practices more effective in English learning process.  

A newly conducted study on gamification in EFL classes and its impact on 

studentsô motivation for homework and homework performance, the researcher 

defined twenty-two 9th grade students from a private school in Ķstanbul as 

participants of the research (Selvaslē, 2018). At the beginning and end of the 4 
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weeks-period, motivation for homework scale was improved and implemented as 

pre and post test. In order to find out whether there is a significant difference 

between the two results, paired sample t-test was used in analysis. Afterwards, to 

get a deeper sight about the impact of newly applied homework model on 

motivation and homework performance, a semi structured interview was 

conducted with 3 students from the participants. Similarly to t-test results, 

gamification showed a positive impact on homework motivation and accordingly, 

after comparing homework checklist before and after the new model of homework, 

a significant difference was observed between homework performances of 

students. Apart from the mentioned literature, there are also various studies that 

deal with the perceptions of students towards homework in high school and its 

relation with various points about homework practices especially in foreign 

language education (Ķleri, 2013; Tilgel, 2010; Yalēn, 2019; Zely¿t, 2017).  

The studies conducted in relation to English assignments are mostly related to the 

effect on academic achievement, studentsô motivation and language skills 

developed by assignments. However, the amount of the studies and their 

conclusions are not sufficient enough to make generalisations about homework 

practices in FLE. Furthermore, no significant study is encountered in relation to 

homework practices especially as a method of language learning, homework 

models and modern understanding in assignments. Besides, there is not any study 

that focuses on a homework model shaped in line with learning communities 

understanding, which actually a concept that overlaps modern approaches being 

suggested by authorities for language learning.  

2.4. Learning Communities 

Being suggested by Lave and Wenger for the first time, communities of practice is 

described as a group that share common goals, interests or problems and try to 

overcome the situation together by exchanging information (Wenger, McDermott 

& Synder, 2002). People have the tendency to live in communities by their nature 

throughout the human history and that case resulted to fulfil the needs for food and 

living together with the society (Aydēn, 2002; McLaughin & Talbert, 2001). 
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Similarly, learning requirements of people can be easily supplied with enabling 

interaction among the individuals sharing the same environment and community. 

As a result, learning and teaching processes do not only aim at providing new 

knowledge, skills and attitudes for individuals, but also it should enhance 

presenting the new knowledge and discussing it with the other members of society 

in order to make learning common, permanent and collective (Harasim et al., 

1995). 

Change is an inevitable process that occurs naturally in many areas of life. 

Developing different perspectives in education and introduction of new concepts 

for the process can be referred as change. The most important function of 

education is to enable individuals to become compatible with the modern world. 

For this reason, education process should equip individuals with the skills that the 

current era requires and should bring specific qualifications (¢elikten et al., 2005). 

Traditional learning methods have started to lack in the opinion of education 

authorities with the spread of modern approaches in education and education 

understanding developed in parallel with this and many theories and approaches 

have been attempted to be improved to make learning process more meaningful 

(Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015). Traditional methods and individual oriented 

approaches adopted for years are replaced by education models that help adapt to 

community and provide socialization (Yavuz, 2016). 

One of the biggest reasons that traditional approach is in a serious transformation 

can be seen as change of era and accordingly, needs of learning individual. 

Teaching processes and elements included in the process have been involved with 

this change. Theories and approaches supporting active participation within 

creativity and process containing reciprocal interaction and communication come 

to the fore instead of learning processes where teacher is defined as a leader and 

students are inactively try to acquire just the transferred knowledge. Considering 

the effect of traditional theories on learning and to what extent they meet the needs 

of individual and society, new theories have been discussed by the education 

authorities. It is considered important that the developing theory has a concept 

suitable for the current time, supporting modern education understanding. 
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Doĵan (1996) states that the education understanding of the new century argues 

that individual receives education contemporarily, develops a character reaching 

the solution of problems by researching and achieves intellectual and emotional 

depth required for social relations. When the said individual properties are 

considered, it will not be possible to reach the desired objectives with ordinary 

education methods. As a result, different approaches and education models 

developing with modern understanding have started to modify the elements and 

policies in learning in order to become social and active during the process. 

Changes in modern education understanding in the world have also brought new 

perspectives to the field of education in our country. New programs being 

developed in our education system make changes including education approaches 

prioritizing reciprocal communication and interaction in learning process other 

than the applications only paying attention to one-way communication and 

decrease participation. Active participation depends on the learning process 

designed and the approaches and application preferred by teacher in class (¥zt¿rk, 

2000). Interaction both gives tips to the teacher related to learning and is a 

situation arousing curiosity and interest to student. The presence of communication 

among individuals is as important as the quality of interaction realized. In today's 

educational approaches, teachers are expected to strive for increasing interaction 

(¥zt¿rk, 2000). Individuals' understanding one another, sharing, valuing and 

acquiring social consciousness are integral parts of communication and becoming 

a community (Charalambos et all., 2004; Cross, 1998).  

As is seen, the concepts of interaction and communication have become popular 

particularly in the educational policies related to social sciences. Especially with 

the improvements based on modern understandings, social sciences look for 

different approaches suitable for the needs of individuals. Therefore, educators 

involved in the educational process should pay attention to all-purpose 

communication and active individuals in the learning environment. In this way, 

learning is no longer a process of storing knowledge and becomes a socially 

prominent value. In particular, the concepts of interaction and communication 
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have been emphasised also in foreign language learning processes and various 

ways have been tried to ensure efficiency in language acquisition.  

As constructivism underlies in the understanding of communities in learning, it is 

also discussed briefly in this section before continuing with learning communities. 

With the needs of improvement in education, modern approaches are suggested 

that fulfil the needs of modern understanding in FLE (¢ēnar, Teyfur and Teyfur, 

2006) to raise learning. Following new advances, the aim of FLE program is 

defined and interaction and utilizing the target language are put to the forefront in 

teaching process (MoNE, 2006). Constructivist approach being developed as a 

reaction to behaviourists has started to find a place in Turkish education policies 

since 2006. Constructivism, stated as being coherent with the new principles of 

FLE has been adopted as a new approach in language classes. It was forecast that 

the desired objectives cannot be attained by adopting traditional approaches and as 

a result, new approaches were addressed for language education programs. 

Constructivist approach adopts a student-centered education process. 

Constructivism supporting active engagement of student in learning process 

emphasizes that students should undergo learning experiences with different ways. 

It can be said that students questioning the acquired knowledge, utilizing the new 

information and being in interaction with each other realize themselves in learning 

process and accordingly, they learn to generate solutions for their own learning 

(Hord, 2009). Researching, questioning and commenting in the process of 

acquiring knowledge, individual should be able to find solutions to the problems 

he faces (Apaydēn and Aydēn, 2008). Constructivist approach and related 

implementations take student as a center, where student plays an effective role in 

the process, encourage student to be initiative, express himself and start 

communication and make use of the new knowledge (Hoĸgºr¿r, 2002; Marlowe 

and Page, 1998). Considering the principles of constructivist approach, it can be 

noticed that it supports the methods based on modern education understanding 

(i.e., support active engagement, build communities or conduct collective 

practice), different from traditional methods in education.  
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Together with adopting constructivist approach in primary and secondary 

education in Turkey, various elements in teaching programs also undergo some 

changes and new understandings show up in education process. One of these 

changes came up in homework styles and their implementations (Aēkgºz, 2003). 

With the new model, it is aimed to raise students that are willing to search and be 

creative during tasks. In order for homework assignments to be arranged according 

to modern approaches, assignments encouraging utilizing the acquired knowledge 

together with community and requiring active engagement in the process and 

establishing communication should be organized and practiced. Considering the 

studies relating to homework today, even if modern approaches are emphasized in 

language education programs, existence of the traditional approach is commonly 

observed in homework applications. As an important learning method for 

especially foreign language courses, if homework assignments are arranged 

according to modern approaches that support building a community of learners, 

learning from each other by studying together, reducing competition and being 

active in the process, it can be expected that improvements might be observed in 

both homework performance and English learning process considering the points 

facilitating language acquisition and making learning permanent. As 

constructivism supports communities of learners understanding in language 

learning (Lave & Wenger, 1991), it is believed that with encouragement of modern 

approaches in education, LC will make a breakthrough in FLE. 

With the new century, the new understandings in education head towards learning 

together in a society rather than learning individually. The concept of learning 

communities is also one of the current understandings that is newly discussed in 

the field of education and literature (Hord, 2009). It is observed that there is an 

increasing interest towards learning in communities of common purpose. A 

general definition of LC is expressed as a group of people who share common 

interests and aims in order to build collaborative knowledge. Communities bring 

students together around a common goal which is valued by every individual (Riel 

& Fulton, 2001; Shaffer & Anundsen, 1993). Learning community is a new 

understanding in social sciences which encourages interaction and interpretation, 
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enables integration among the students (Bell, 2005). Learning communities can be 

expressed as an approach developed as a result of the new perspectives and needs. 

In order to interpret the learning communities, the concept of community should 

be known in first place. Community can be defined as a human group coming 

together or united together for a common purpose. The sense of community helps 

the individuals comprehend their responsibilities in the group and their places in 

the society where they live (Himmelmann, 1994). The concept of community is 

defined in many ways in the researches. The concepts emphasized by these 

definitions are the sense of belonging of individual, common purpose in a group 

and establishing interaction (Rovai, 2002). Although the sense of community is a 

concept mostly emphasized in the field of social sciences, the concept of 

community in education has started to be discussed recently. Communities in the 

learning process have been become prominent in the educational policies mostly 

since the 1990s (Willits & Brennan, 2016). It has been stated that the education 

programs followed by schools and universities do not meet the requirements of the 

era and reaching the objectives takes time. Thereupon, the American Council on 

Education has aimed to form a learning environment developing task sharing and 

learning of shared values, personal development, social responsibility and 

interpersonal respect. At this point, the first principles have been created in the 

literature that can be accessed on the concept of community and learning 

community, and these principles published by Ernest Boyer have marked out the 

boundaries of learning communities (Spitzberg and Thorndike, 1992).  

There are six principles for shaping learning communities according to Boyer 

(1990a, p. 6-8). Accordingly, learning communities are defined as follows:  

- It is a community seeking education, where members act together in order to 

strengthen teaching and learning. 

- It is an open community where freedom of expression is maintained and affirmed. 

- It is a disciplined formation where individual accept their responsibilities to public 

and act for the benefit of the community.  

- It is a formation where sensitive attitudes are followed and diversity in the 

community is pursued. 

- They are communities encouraging individuals to help one another, where each 

member supports happiness. 

- They are communities where cultural differences and rituals of individuals are 

approved.  
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As it is seen, learning communities are the formation gathering individuals and 

encouraging common progress in accordance with certain objectives, unlike 

individual-oriented and competitive approaches (Boyer, 1990). As the theories and 

approaches adopted in education have begun to lose their old values, the learning 

communities started to come to the fore in the studies carried out in the field of 

education and teaching. The concepts of community and social life fundamentally 

based on the foundations of existence have outlined a new model in education.  

The terms of social formation and learning communities in education was put 

forward by Jean Lave and Etienne Wenger (1991). Learning community is a 

human group with interaction with one another, coming together in order to 

complete a certain task in the best way or realizing learning process (Wenger et al., 

2002). Wenger et al. (2002) explains the relationship between the learning and 

community concept in three dimensions: 1) Both individual and learning are social 

being, 2) The knowledge obtained in social environment has a meaning when it is 

evaluated with knowledge communities, 3) Being active and interacting increase 

the knowledge obtained. 

In fact, the concept of community and learning with community are not new 

formations for humanity. Since the ancient ages, humanity has consulted with one 

another for the needs such as sheltering, defence and nutrition, made division of 

labour and directed the society with interaction in some way. The concept of 

community and learning communities formed spontaneously or intentionally has 

been taking place in our time. It has been observed that many individuals feel the 

sense of belonging for the community gathered consciously or unconsciously for a 

certain purpose in school or family (Spitzberg & Thorndike, 1992). This brings 

forward the idea that the concept of community has an effect on each area where 

individual exists. The association of the concept of community with education has 

been one of the topics on the agenda with the discussions generated regarding the 

traditionalist approach and individual-oriented education processes. As the 

learning communities adopt the learning in social environment and peer solidarity, 

they bear resemblances to social constructivism theory and social cognitive theory 

developed by Vygotsky (1978). As this suggests, different approaches and 
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practices should be shaped in line with the age and individual together with new 

perpectives emerging in education.  

Relationship of community and education has been evaluated in different ways by 

authorities and it has been attempted to define what kinds of effects the community 

concept would have on school environment and learning. In many studies carried 

out in this field, it has been expressed that the concept of community in education 

is effective in learning process (Deborah, 2012). At the same time, the studies 

related to the learning theory, the way of functioning of brain and the learning 

environments based on joint study have emphasized that learning is ideally 

realized with community (Kuh, G. et al., 2005).  

Bickford and Wright (2006) describe the importance of the existence of the 

community in the education process as follows:  

The importance of community in the learning process is not highlighted as it is 

supposed to be. If the concept of community did not have an effect on the learning 

process, the institutions such as university or school bringing individuals together 

would not exist. However, the studies carried out indicate that interpersonal 

interaction and sense of being community are the factors increasing learning (p. 64). 

The learning community approach is an approach aiming to realize permanent and 

continuous learning process by creating a learning environment within the frame 

of the concepts argued to have continuously to learning process. As a result of 

developing societies and varying expectations, many approaches adopting the 

learning community and community concept as a principle have been put forward. 

In particular, the applications in the field of social sciences have been tried to be 

regulated according to the learning community approach; thus, the sense of self-

confidence required for the fields such as foreign language education, community 

consciousness and interaction concepts have been attempted to be included in the 

learning process.  

Learning is corroborated by means of cooperation in the learning communities. In 

an education process where learning communities are adopted, the important factor 

for receiving successful result is that students reciprocally benefit from one 

another in cooperation and adopt the concept of community (Palloff and Pratt, 
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1999). Besides, in the class environments where the learning communities are 

created, members share sense of belonging and trust, act by being aware of that 

fact that they have common responsibility and purpose and agree that individuals 

in the group and all the class have a task in learning process (Rovai and Lucking, 

2000). The concept of community in the learning communities strengthens social 

values such as commitment, solidarity, togetherness and love. These values 

encourage acting with the community and the sense of responsibility by bringing 

individuals together (Willits and Brennan, 2016). The learning communities 

making learning process more entertaining, terminal and intriguing help individual 

understand that he is a member of the social community and created an identity 

suitable for the community consciousness (Wenger et al., 2002). 

Wilson and Ryder (1998) refer to the learning community as a group of individuals 

supporting one another during learning programs. And in these communities 

everyone is willing to learn and there is a spirit of common purpose. Wenger et al. 

(2002) state that human group constituting learning community is comprised of 

individuals learning together as to how the things can be better by being in a 

regular interaction and feeling anxiety, interest or passion for what they do.  

Romsdahl and Hill (2012) have stated that cooperation in the learning 

communities develops the study skills of individuals, which provide contribution 

to personal and social development. In addition, it is emphasized that cooperation 

in the learning communities reveals the sense of belonging in individual, which 

affects the learning process in a positive way. Wilson and Ryder (1998) have 

stated that there may be many groups in education and the feature distinguishing 

the learning communities from other communities is the consensual purpose 

sharing towards the support of individual to one another in the learning process. 

For this reason, everyone in the learning communities is expected to be ready to 

acquire something and participate in the applications and activities. In particular, it 

is argued that the concept of community supports cooperation and interaction. It 

also develops the sense of community and group consciousness, and learning 

perception (Garrison, Anderson, and Archer, 2005).  
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Charalambos, Michalinos and Chamberlein (2004) describe the general features of 

communities as follows:  

- There is a common sense of responsibility among the participants for the task 

assigned and the application to be performed. 

- Common vision, control, purpose and products of the community are shared 

evenly. 

- The participants know that they will not be attacked by other participants and 

convey their opinions freely and ask questions regarding the process. 

- The interaction among the members and source sharing depending on a certain 

level of structural interdependence.  

- There is a reciprocal support between the members and the communities (p.138). 

As the concept of learning communities begin to spread in the field of social sciences, 

the opinions about the inclusion of the community concept to the learning process 

have been put forward in the educational studies and new definitions and principles 

have been introduced in the literature. Given the definition and principles of learning 

communities developed by authorities, joint acting among individuals during learning 

process, forming interaction environment, emphasizing interpersonal commitment and 

sense of trust, gathering around a particular goal and realizing individual learning with 

the support of group where each individual is involved in learning process come to the 

fore.       

Learning communities based on the sense of community have an important place in 

the field of educational psychology (Sarason, 1974). Considering that communities 

hinder the sense of loneliness and despair of individual, community formation in 

learning process helps individual undergo a desired process. Learning communities do 

not refer to only a learning process realized in the class. At the same time, it keeps 

student active out of class and school in term of learning activities (Zhao and Kuh, 

2004). Also, it has been proven by researches that learning communities increase the 

intellectual communication between student and teacher, make individual be aware of 

himself and his environment and strengthen the ability of critical thinking (Butler and 

Dawkins, 2007; Mitchell and Sackney, 2011). 

Together with the needs of the modern era, in order to educate individuals who can 

contribute to international interaction, the importance given to foreign language in the 

field of education increases each passing day (Candel-Mora, 2015; Coleman, 2010; 
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Truchot, 2002). Language taught in the educational environment is tried to be 

reinforced with life experiences. As previously mentioned, language is a living tool 

continuing its existence with the communication among individuals (Altēntaĸ, 2000; 

Saraswathi, 2004). Therefore, the approaches encouraging communication and 

interaction in foreign language education are considered more effective in achieving 

the goal (Castle, 2004; G¿neĸ, 2012). Learning communities allow individual to resize 

his knowledge and experiences, to share them with the community of which he 

becomes a member and to diversify the knowledge acquired (Aydēn, 2002; Harasim et 

al., 1995). At the same time, individuals, a part of social life, develop the sense of 

belonging, sharing and assistance required for common life (Charalambos et all., 

2004; Cross, 1998). Instead of the belief that the feeling of competition and the 

knowledge acquired are only for individual, learning communities arguing the 

cooperation of individual and the concept of interaction prioritize the concept of 

cooperation and group-oriented applications (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015; Yavuz, 

2016). LC as a new understanding in learning process encourages students to unit 

within the frame of a purpose rather than prompting individual to competition and race 

(Bell, 2005; Boyer, 1990). As one of the facts required to realize the action of union is 

communication, it both develops human relations and encourage using of the language 

learned in the practice provided. 

Learning communities encourage interaction, give freedom of self-expression to 

individuals and provide individuals with a real and integrative environment 

(Charalambos et al., 2004; Romsdahl & Hill, 2012). When the problems related to 

language education in worldwide and our country is expressed, traditional approaches 

and the realization of the language acquisition in a mechanical environment reveal 

results such as the prominence of the idea that the knowledge is only for the benefit of 

individual self. Learning communities, group-oriented applications and learning 

theories state that traditional approach is not suitable for language acquisition and 

causes lack of motivation in the fulfilment of tasks of individual. Therefore, 

considering that language phenomenon is a living tool involved in social life actively, 

it can be estimated that communities in learning is an appropriate viewpoint in 

language acquisition. While the nature of social relations and to what extent they 

realize in traditional applications is not important, the creation of knowledge in group-
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oriented learning applications depends on the relation and interaction among 

individuals (Palloff and Pratt, 1999). The concept of interaction having quite 

importance in language education overlaps with the definitions and principles of 

learning communities. In this context, it can be estimated that, in class environment 

where the sense of community develops, the language teaching results in a more 

permanent and terminal way. In a study concerning the effect of the sense of 

community on educational environment and learning (Rutter et al., 1979), it is stated 

that the sense of community reinforces the feeling of common purpose among 

individuals, which helps them meet the needs of belonging, social support, being 

accepted by community, identity formation that are especially gaining importance 

during the adolescence period. In the study carried out by Battistich and Hom (1997), 

it has been found out that in the learning environments where the sense of community 

is dominant, individuals enjoy the process more, are more ready to learn and receive 

better result academically.   

Garrison, Anderson and Archer (2005) interpret learning communities within the 

framework of three separate elements. These are expressed as social presence; 

cognitive presence and teaching presence are shown schematically in the figure. 

 

Figure 1. Learning Communities Scheme, Garrison, Anderson and Archer (2005) 
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Social presence is the ability of self-expression of individual and building one-to-

one or collective meaningful relations with other individuals. This is an important 

element as it strengthens the effective communication and social ties in learning 

communities and forms the basis of learning communities. Swan and Shih (2005) 

stated that group solidarity is related directly to social presence. Cognitive 

presence is to realize learning by adopting focusing on research, being determined 

and solution oriented by employing cooperative and reflective theories.  

In the teaching presence, the validity of the community is at the forefront. 

Interaction has an important role in learning communities; however, no community 

can come together without a plan and purpose. Therefore, a practitioner is required 

while creating learning communities. As is seen, the learning communities have 

begun to become popular in the field of education increasingly and have adopted 

the applications suitable for the needs and requests of the developing community 

instead of traditional education approaches. As the learning communities and 

group-oriented applications have been included in the education planning 

processes, the learning community committees and the unions supporting this 

approach have been started to be established. The representatives of learning 

communities have stated that union of professional learning communities is 

required in an education conference held in Kansas, 13 November 2015 and as a 

result of this, it has been decided to establish an association with the name of 

"Learning Communities Association" and the mission of this organization has been 

determined as follows: It was aimed to encourage students to learn, succeed and 

realize themselves, by benefiting from learning communities. In order to ensure 

and make learning of students permanent, the sense of research, inquiry, 

interaction and social consciousness adopted by learning communities will be 

encouraged (Huerta, 2017). 

Looking through the related literature, it is emphasized that learning communities 

create learning environments suitable for today's education understanding and get 

individual willing to learn as it appeals to. Learning communities have gained 

more importance with the adoption of social constructivist approach in the field of 

education as it was observed that collaborative school environments promote 
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success when compared to traditional school environments (Joyce, 2004, as cited 

in Phillips, 2009). Therefore, when all the elements included in the education 

process have been reorganized based on modern ideas, identified as learning 

communities understanding in the present study, it will be able to support the 

achievement of the points aimed in education. In particular, considering that 

foreign language education can be reinforced with interaction and communication 

to be realized in learning environment, the applications used in English education 

process can be regulated according to the learning communities understanding. 

The information obtained by researching the literature related to learning 

communities proves that this approach might be effective in education program 

and especially in the courses in the field of social skills. However, the fact that the 

researcher has not been encountered a study on learning communities and its 

adoption to FLE and homework practices paved the way for the present study. 

Coming in sight with new approaches in education as constructivism, learning 

communities is predicted to enhance homework practices in English classes. As it 

is believed that enabling interaction between the individuals enhance the desire to 

learn, being one of the elements in education, homework practices might be 

designed based on the principles of learning communities in order to catch up with 

learnersô viewpoints about tasks. With that way, it can be foreseen that they might 

provide great contributions to homework performance and language learning 

process. 

2.4.1. Studies on Learning Communities 

Being supported by social approaches and constructivism, learning communities 

started to become a common understanding in education (Rovai, 2002). In these 

communities, every member of the society strive to work together in order to reach 

the common purposes. As it is mentioned recently in literature, it is stated that 

learning communities have a positive impact in terms of studentsô success, 

participation and personal, mental and social development (Palloff & Pratt, 1999). 

There are various communities in society that gather for similar purposes, interact 

with each other and adopt common rules throughout the process. As every 

classroom or group in which learning occurs come together within certain rules 
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and have the chance to interact, they can be called as communities. Based on that 

point, community cannot be shaped only by coming together. Interaction, common 

purposes and rules to be followed are required elements of a community (Preece, 

2000).  

Considering interaction as the main element of existence, learning communities 

become more important starting from 1990 and with the improvement of modern 

understanding; they were adapted to the field of education in terms of programs 

and approaches (Klamma et al., 2005; Saban, 2005). The main reason of this 

development is the increase on studies indicating the positive impacts of learning 

communities and the progress in new understandings that prepare the learner for 

the society, which differs from the traditional approach (Joyce, 2004, as cited in 

Phillips, 2009). 

A learning community is mainly described as a group in which individuals feel 

sense of belonging and responsibility to each other and have common purposes to 

fulfil (Eroĵlu, 2013). Education programs and lessons that promote social 

development of the learners might keep with the sense of community in learning 

processes. As mentioned before, interaction, participation and social learning 

exprerinces promotes being a whole in classes which is supported in modern 

approaches in learning (Smith & Regan, 2005). In every field of education, 

learning communities enables effective learning by activating interaction. 

Hereinbefore, interaction is pretty important in learning foreign language as it 

opens a road to interaction as one of the requirements for building communities. 

As such a new and wanted understanding in education, the sense of community 

and communities in learning process are getting popular in literature but it is not as 

common as expected. The studies that are mentioned in this section are related to 

the sense of community and communities in learning environments in general.  

In a qualitative action research (Cumhur and Baydar, 2017) in Turkey, the effect of 

cooperative-based learning method on 7th grade maths course was discussed by 

employing various techniques (i.e., student teams, clustering and tournament). In 

the quasi-experimental study, 31 students in control goup and 36 students in 



66 

experimental group were participants. In control group the lesson were based on 

traditional methods and tasks were given accordingly while in expremental group 

cooperative learning and working together as a society were in forefront during the 

process. An achievement was conducted as pre and post assessment and t-test was 

used to analyse the data. At the end of the study, most of the students responded 

positively to build teams or communities while learning and completing 

homework. The students stated that their friends facilitated their learning and it 

made fun. In addition to this, it was observed that their anxiety and reluctance 

against the course were reduced. The only challenge was the conflict within the 

groups and noise occurred during group-oriented study conducted within the class.  

Summers and Svinicki (2007) have investigated the relationship between the sense 

of classroom community and achievement motivation which also has a direct 

impact on homework performance. The research was conducted with several 

instructors from a determined university. The partcipants were 483 undergraduate 

students of theirs, but 203 of them participated both in pre and post test. The data 

were collected with a previously designed 32-item questionnaire that measures 

learning-oriented attitudes and grade-oriented attitudes. Studentsô achievement 

motivation goals were measured before and after following interactive learning 

and classroom community understanding and by using MANOVA the results 

showed that the assignment relating to cooperative and interactive learning are in a 

significant relationship with the motivation and sense of community. When the 

students undergo traditional learning methods and receive competitive tasks, it has 

been reported that they have less motivation and no sense of community. As it was 

expected, studentsô perceptions of interaction promoted motivation, which is 

ensured by being a community.  

Uysal (2009) studied the effect of cooperation-based learning method on critical 

thinking and creativity by observing Turkish courses of 4th grade students. Control 

and experimental groups were used in the study as enabling cooperation in 

experimental group and following traditional model by studying 

individually.Analyzing tha data, a significant difference was observed in the fields 

such as writing skill critical thinking and creativity.  
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Gillies and Boyle (2010) conducted a fairly comprehensive study on cooperative 

learning in secondary school level. The study conducted together with 10 teachers, 

focused on effect and difficulties of the applied method. The teachers were 

employed in different schools and levels. Firstly, the process of the 

implementation was introduced to the students and started to be followed. 

Interviews with the teachers were performed after a 6-week period and their 

opinions were evaluated. Based on the obtained results, it was stated that 

cooperation-oriented learning method has yielded an effective result especially in 

younger groups and furthermore, it developed social relationships and sense of 

community among the students. Time use and preparation of activities that 

motivate students were defined as difficulties in the study. 

The studies on cooperative learning are quite related to the sense of community in 

literature. Hence, almost in every study that questions cooperative learning notices 

communities in learning and interaction in classrooms. As mentioned earlier, 

studies that directly focus on learning communities are mostly about professional 

learning communities or online learning communities and their functions in the 

society. Besides, there are also various researches questioning the importance of 

the sense of community in learning periods and their elements. 

Ma (2006) conducted a case study that aimed to evaluate online learning 

communities in terms of the sense of community in distance learning. 34 masterôs 

students participated in the study as the members of online community. After the 

distance learning process, a questionnaire was conducted about the perceptions of 

students and the results showed that there wasnôt a real sense of community 

developed among participants and as a result, the interaction was not practiced 

reciprocal among the individuals. As a result, it was stated that the sense of 

community in online learning communities should be reviewed and redesigned in 

distance learning. With the results of the study, the educational part of learning 

communities was underlined and the sense of community in online learning was 

pointed out in order to be efficient in distance learning.  
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In a study analyzing the relationship between sense of community in classroom 

and academic performance both in cooperative learning environment and 

traditional learning environment (Summers and Svnicki, 2007), a questionnaire 

was conducted with 213 undergraduate students to get data. According to the 

results, it was revealed that there is a significant relationship between studentsô 

interactive learning perceptions and motivation in collaborative learning 

environment and the sense of community. Students who took part in traditional 

learning environment reported less motivation and sense of community in 

classroom when compared with cooperative learning environment. Based on the 

study, it can be stated that learning communities should promote collaboration in 

the process.  

Another study conducted by Lear (2007) analysed the relation between ensuring 

interactive classroom and sense of community in learning environment. Interviews 

were conducted with 241 undergraduate students participated in the study 

generated the qualitative data of the research. After the data were analysed, it was 

stated that there was a significant relationship between the sense of being a 

community in classroom and the interaction among individuals. Besides, 

belonging, feeling comfortable and trust are defined as the most important 

elements in a community, which were the main themes of the study. It was 

concluded that the sense of community supports the individual to succeed in self 

and social development.  

Another study about learning communities aimed to analyse the relationship 

between learning styles, age, gender and the sense of community in classroom 

(Smith, MacGregor, Mathews and Gabelnick, 2004). Both quantitative and 

qualitative methods were used to collect data from 360 public training students and 

according to the results obtained there wasnôt any significant relationship obtained 

between learning styles and the sense of community. Concerning other aspects, 

girls have a higher sense of community when compared with boys, which shows a 

significant relationship between the gender and the sense of community.  
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Hung and Yuen (2010) conducted a study in order to increase the sense of 

belonging to a community among students and design communities of practice by 

using social media in a real learning environment. The participants were 67 

students from two different universities in Taiwan. After a given period for the 

implementation of practice, the participants were interviewed and the results 

showed that the interaction among the learners in community via social media 

resulted in a positive learning experience. Besides, based on the results, it was 

stated that the loyalty among students, supporting each other in the community and 

increase in the participation during the lessons revealed that social media can be an 

effective tool in education when it ensures sense of community. 

Ilgaz (2008) conducted a study that analysed the adaptation of technology by 

distance education students and the contributions of sense of online learning 

communities to studentsô satisfaction. The participants were 464 distance 

education students of Ankara University. Based on the data, it was concluded that 

there is a significant relationship between the sense of community and satisfaction 

of students about the classes. According to the results, students who use 

technology to interact with individuals become aware of the sense of community 

in learning. Even it was a similar example for the present study in terms of the 

concept, the study by Ilgaz deal with the sense of community via internet 

technology rather than directly. Besides, there was not any statement about 

reshaping homework practices based on learning communities. 

Similar to the study mentioned above, there are various studies in literature 

discussed learning communities in education. These studies are mostly conducted 

at high school level and deal with the sense of community in general (Davis, 

Chsng, Andrzejewski, and Poirier, 2010; Sprinks, 2007). Moreover, they search 

for a relationship between teaching styles and the sense of community or 

academical self sufficiency rather than conducting practices based on learning 

communities in the process.  

Another study was conducted in USA analyzing the relationship between the sense 

of community among students and their misbehaviors Battistich & Hom, 1997). 
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The data were collected from 1434 students by using a learning community scale. 

According to the results, a high sense of community results in decrease of 

misbehavors among students, which shows the positive impact of community in 

learning environment. 

As stated earlier, most of the studies in Turkey about learning communities focus 

on professional learning communities in education (Alp, Banoĵlu, 2009; Ķlĵan, 

2003; Kēlē, 2009; ¥ĵdem, 2015; Subaĸ, 2010). Various studies were conducted on 

teachersô perceptions on PLCô and the variables of their perceptions and in all the 

studies in which a scale for professional learning communities were used, it was 

concluded that teachersô perceptions of professional learning communities 

represents differences based on various variables (i.e., age, gender, school type and 

working period). 

Ķlĵan, Erdem, ¢akmak, Erdoĵmuĸ and Sevin (2011) conducted a study in order to 

analyse the conditions of elementary schools for being a professional learning 

communities. The study was carried out in two different cities of Turkey with 170 

teachers as participants. The data were collected via a PLCô scale which was 

prepared by the Institute of Anneberg. According to the results, it was determined 

that the elemantry schools are suitable for designing communities but there was no 

evidence about encouraging communities at schools. Based on the study, it can be 

said that the sense of communities in education environments should be expanded. 

Based on the literature, the studies related to communities in learning environment 

are mostly based on how to provide the sense of community among individuals 

and the effect of comunities in general terms. Generating communities in learning 

process is also a new understanding in our country. For this reason, it is not 

possible to mention various studies based on the present issue. Still, there are some 

research conducted on learning communities in Turkey mostly related to online 

learning communities and professional learning communities in the field of 

education. When the literature is analysed about learning communities and taking 

advantage of it in the field of education, there are some examples related to 

community of learners in terms of professional learning and online learning 
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communities. Moreover, there is only a little study in Turkey about the sense of 

being a community in the classrooms. The studies conducted on learning 

communities do not integrate learning communities to homework practices, either. 

As collaborative learning has some common points with learning communities, the 

researcher reviewed also some studies dealing with homework practices based on 

collaboration but it is not possible that studies on collaborative learning approach 

replace learning communities from every aspect. As a result, studies in Turkey and 

abroad related to the sense of community in education and different types of 

learning communities were reviewed by the researcher and even the importance of 

community in learning process is expressed recently, there is not any study about 

creating communities of learners in foreign language classes and shaping the 

methods of learning and elements of education programs such as homework 

practices based on learning communities.  
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CHAPTER 3 

METHOD OLOGY  

In this chapter, in order to give information about the process, the overall design of 

the study, research questions, participants of the study, the role of researcher, the 

data collection instruments, data collection procedures, analysis of the obtained 

data, trustworthiness and limitations of the study are presented. 

3.1. Overall Design of the Study 

This is a qualitative study employing action research to develop homework 

performance in English language class through Learning Communities-based 

homework practices in a secondary school. The study aims to reveal the studentsô 

and teachersô perceptions of English assignments and attempts to redesign an ideal 

English homework model based on CoL understanding. The following research 

questions guided data collection and the data analysis procedures: 

1. What are the perceptions of teachers and students for homework practices in 8th 

grade English classes? 

2. How do students define ideal homework for English classes? 

2.1. How can homework practices be arranged based on learning communities 

in an 8th grade English class? 

3. What are the impacts of learning communities based homework on English 

language learning process? 
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Twenty-four (N=24) 8th grade students at the same class and three English teachers 

(N=3) working in the same school were the participants of the study. Since action 

research aims to improve a situation observed in a process, it is important that the 

participants included were intended to be voluntary during the study. Besides, as 

the study focuses on particular characteristics, the participants were selected by 

typical case sampling, one of the purposeful sampling methods. It is a process of 

selecting a small number of impact cases when they are likely to óôyield the most 

information and have the greatest impact on the development of knowledgeôô 

(Patton, 2001, p. 236). In action research, the researcher can also be a part of the 

study environment (May, 1993). In the present action research, the researcher is 

the conductor of the study as English teacher. 

As the teacher faces problems in English homework performance, she takes an 

action to solve the problem in an effective way. Firstly, she investigates the 

perceptions of teachers and students about the current homework practices in 

English classes. Afterwards, the students are interviewed to find out their ideas 

about an ideal homework model for English classes and the teacher designs a new 

model of homework practices based on the implications obtained from the 

participants and related literature. Considering the studies about new perspectives 

in education that are expected to be efficient in learning language, the researcher 

came up with learning communities understanding suggested recently in literature. 

Comparing the characteristics of CoL with studentsô ideas about ideal English 

homework, the researcher decided that homework practices could be arranged 

based on the characteristics of learning communities in order to enhance 

homework performance. Before introducing the new homework model to students, 

a week was devoted to make them aware of the concept and sense of community. 

Hence, they carried out activities together with classroom like tangrams or 

jeopardy games and the teacher started discussions about the sense of society. By 

this means, the students shared their ideas in a common environment and 

eventually realized that they also build a community or a society as generating a 

class together. Afterwards, homework for that week was designed based on CoL 

principles to observe the studentsô perfection in studying with a society for a 

common aim. The practice of the new homework model took eight weeks. Before 
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starting, the teacher remembered communities of learners understanding and its 

principles to the students. Thanks to the first week before the implementation, the 

students got familiar with CoL by discussing completed homework tasks with 

communities and became aware of sharing common goals as a community. After 

the communion, the teacher observed that studentsô attitudes resulted positive in 

general. In 8 week period, assignments were completed based on learning 

commuinites as planned and presented by the predetermined communities in the 

classroom. At the end of the practice, the teacher arranged semi-structured focus 

group interviews about CoL based homework with every community and each 

student were made to write a reflection report about their experiences studying 

with a community during homework completion and their opinions about the 

followed homework model. The ethical considerations were minded by 

distributing consent form for the teacher (Appendix D) and students (Appendix E) 

and sending parental approval forms to the parents of students (Appendix C) as the 

students are under their charge ethically. With these forms, it was made sure that 

data would be used only for scientific results and that the participant had the right 

not to answer any questions causes discomfort during the interview. Besides, the 

parents were informed about the study and made sure that the questions are 

prepared taking account of their psychological development. Besides, they were 

informed about audio recording during the interview so as to get clear information 

during the study.  

Considering the aim of the study, action research was decided as the most 

appropriate design for the process. Figure 2 summarizes the steps of the study in 

order to present clear information about the process.  
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Figure 2. Overall Process of the Study 
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3.1.1. Action Research and the Present Study 

In this section, the reasons of deciding on action research in the present study are 

explained in detail. There are various statements in the literature about the 

information for the source of action research. Although it is claimed that 

philosophers like Aristotle and Galileo involved information about action research 

in their writings (Tomal, 2010), Yēldērēm and ķimĸek (2016) state that action 

research was first proposed by John Dewey especially in the field of education. In 

addition, Lewin and Stephen Corey are also known as pioneer users of action 

research in education (Corey, 1953; Ferrance, 2000). Along with the definition 

ñteacher as researcher" by Stenhouse (1975), education authorities questioned the 

competence of scientific research methods in solving problems in educational 

studies and as a result of this, action research became popular. In parallel with that, 

authorities stated that action research could produce solutions to problems being 

faced in the field of education (¢akēr, 2012; Ekiz, 2009; Masters, 1995; Kemmis, 

McTaggert, & Program, 1988; Holter and Schwartz-Barcott, 1993). 

Defined as óôteacher researchôô (Ferrance, 2000) in some sources, action research 

is frequently preferred by teachers who carry out a study and is defined in the 

literature from various perspectives (i.e., purpose, scope and implementation). 

óôAction research is a systematic form of research being conducted in order to find 

solutions to problems in daily lifeôô (Stringer, 2007, p. 1). Yēldērēm and ķimĸek 

(2016) stated the action research as a research method involving gathering and 

analysing systematic data to understand and solve problems that showed up in the 

implementation process, and that the practitioner, who is the administrator, 

educator, or planner of the implementation, is directly involved in the process with 

or without another researcher. O'Brien (2003) states that action research is a 

process of identifying a problem, doing something to solve the problem, and 

observing to what extent the effort is successful, and following a way that supports 

learning by experiencing. Action research is described by Hien (2009) and 

Schmuck (1997) as the process of working in a real classroom to understand and 

improve the feature of actions and education. Action research, which allows 

teachers to question their classrooms, educational strategies and communication 
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with students in order to improve their own skills and increase their productivity, 

is a prominent approach in recent studies in the field of education (Mertler, 2009). 

The aim is not to give the meaning to behaviours but to make a change (McMillan 

and Schumacher, 2006; Kuzu, 2009). Eti and G¿ndoĵdu (2016) and ¥zt¿rk (2012) 

defined one of the features of action research as the determination of a problem as 

a focal point in a process whose purpose is to solve the problem for the sake of the 

individuals involved in and it is aimed to fill the gap between educational research 

and practices in educational environment. With the improvement by time, action 

research enables the teacher and student to be aware of the problems that are faced 

in the educational process and learning environment (Borg, 1965) and eventually 

become critical of practices (Heydenrych, 2001). In the present study, the teacher 

questions the reasons of low homework performance in EFL classes and aims to 

change the situation by designing an action for solution. While Patton (2014) 

suggests that action research intends to solve specific problems in a program, 

organization and community, Whitehead (1989, p. 16) describes the action 

research as a process that researcher follows to answer the question "How can I 

improve my work?ò. Similarly, Elliott (1991) and Patton (2014) describe action 

research as a method to support the professional development of teachers which is 

also one of the points in the study as the teacher aims to design a new homework 

model in order to improve teaching by taking advantage of learning communities.  

According to Johnson (2003) action research is a process of understanding a real 

school or classroom environment and improving the quality of the activities 

performed. Action research can also be used as a tool to work on solving a 

problem occurred during the learning process (Anag¿n, 2008). From this point on, 

the researcher teacher aims to handle the decrease in homework performance in 

English courses by adopting a different understanding in homework practice. As 

emphasized before, when the problems observed in foreign language teaching are 

considered, it is obvious that some improvements are needed related to the 

elements and practices appear in the curriculum. Consequently, the functions of 

the practices might be developed. As the teacher faced problems in homework 

performance in English lessons, she attempted to solve it by redesigning 
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homework practices and aimed to make a change in the situation. Thus, action 

research is decided to be quite relevant as the design of the study. 

Action research allows foreign language teachers to observe their own practices in 

the process (Richards and Farrell, 2005). In addition, the teacher who is actively 

involved in the action research experiences the process. This case creates a bridge 

between theory and practice (Anag¿n, 2008). As action research allows the 

researcher to be a part of the study, teacher as researcher gets knowledge about 

studentsô improvements during process by observing their behaviours. In the 

present study, the researcher is also the English teacher of the class and witnessed 

the process. Eventually, the researcher has the chane to reveal the points that 

should be improved in terms of homework practices. 

One of the main features of action research is that it is limited to a certain 

environment so that it can discover, develop and monitor the changes directly 

(Wallace, 2000). Therefore; this allows the researcher to get detailed information 

about the studentsô improvements. In addition, the teacher in action research 

process questions his professional development and is open to new learning 

practices and methods (Altrichter, Posch, Somekh; 2000; Chamot, Barnhardt, & 

Dirstine, 1998). As the present action research was conducted in a certain 

environment, the teacher-researcher had the opportunity to observe the situations 

and improvements afterwards. It was fruitful for the teacher to have detailed 

information about the process and the factors causing decrease in homework 

performance. Besides, the teacher got the chance to review her preferences and 

gain a new perspective in homework practices and their suitability with modern 

understanding of language education. 

Based on the objectives expressed by Kºkl¿ (1993), the action research can be 

expressed as an effort to overcome the problem by following new perspectives. 

Individuals are open to developments in the learning process at any time. The 

development is not only observed concerning students, but also institutions and 

teachers. Action research is the process of working on the actual classroom 

situation in order to improve the quality of teaching (Johnson, 2015) and it enables 
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in-depth examination of the subject and observing developments along with the 

process (Nasrollahi, Krish and Noor; 2012). In addition, action research increases 

the credibility of the study by providing a multiple point of view for the research 

as it allows cooperation among educators during the study process (Anag¿n, 2008; 

Karasar, 2016; Kºkl¿, 2001). 

In almost all of the definitions related to the action research, the common points 

are as follows: identifying a problem, proposing a solution, implementing the 

planned solution to the process, and questioning the effectiveness of the 

implementation. The present study aims to solve a subjective problem of an 

organization and inform the teacher with new understanding for homework model. 

The teacher determines a situation about homework performance and collects the 

relevant data from the environment and identifies the source of the problem, 

interferes to improve the homework performance by developing a model based on 

the sense of community and observes the results. Looking through the literature; it 

can be stated that the main purpose of action research is to systematically 

understand the reasons of situations emerging in the educational process and 

develop an action plan to change it. Different from the other research methods, the 

action research not only describes the situation, but also aims to solve the existing 

problem. Therefore; it always starts with a problem definition and develops as a 

solution process in which information is collected, observations and discussions 

are made and practices are evaluated.  

The common feature observed in the definition of action research is that it is 

practice-based and aims to improve the implementation of an action. In the present 

study, the teacher observed a problem in homework completion that emerged in 

English class and aimed to find the reason by examining the related literature, 

redesign homework practices in order to improve the situation and evaluate the 

results of the action study. The statements show that action research is based on 

critical theories. Based upon the definitions made on action research, the present 

study was designed as an action research because the researcher came up with a 

problem that needs solution to maintain the learning process. As homework 

practice is one of the effective methods in learning language, the need to improve 
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the situation is essential. The present study not only defines an issue but also aims 

to enhance the homework performance and academic achievement in English 

classes. Hence, it is predicted that there will be significant difference about the 

encountered situation.  

3.1.2. The Process of the Study 

Regarding the process of action research, it is not possible to mention a definite 

and unchanging linear process. There are numerous perspectives for the steps of 

action research in literature. Schºn, (1983; as cited in Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016, 

p. 309) and Bassey (1988; as cited in Kºkl¿, 2001), Cummings and Worley (1997) 

defined an eight-staged action research model, while Johnson (2014) developed a 

five-staged and Ferrance (2000) six-staged model of action research. Thus, the 

suggested steps in action research do not have a universal ranking and are based on 

the research subject or situation (Johnson, 2014). The process of action research is 

defined as a cyclical process unlike traditional research. As action research is a 

flexible design special to the study conducted, it is not possible to talk about a 

certain type and steps of it. As a result, researchers have different views on the 

steps to be followed (Burns, 1999; Ferrance, 2000; Grundy, 1988, as cited in Berg, 

2001; McKernan, 1991; Kemmis et al., 1988; Mills, 2003; Stringer, 2007; Yēldērēm 

and ķimĸek, 2016). Even so, when the action research studies are examined, it can 

be said that the main steps are planning, implementation, reflection and taking 

action.  

The steps defined by Mills (2003) summarize the main parts of action research. 

Accordingly, action research is a four-stage dialectical cycle. While the focusing 

area is defined at the first stage, data collection takes place at the second stage. The 

third stage is data analysis and interpretation is the final stage of the action plan. 
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Figure 3. Dialectic Action Research Spiral (Mills, 2003; as cited in Nasrollahi et 

al., 2012) 

As highlighted by Schoen and Nolen (2004), action research is a systematic 

process contains flexibility and diversity. The researcher can follow one of the 

concepts defined by the authorities in the process of the action research and can 

also form a synthesis of stages in accordance with the nature of the research by his 

own. 

In the present study, the action research process defined by Yēldērēm and ķimĸek 

(2016) was taken mainly as a guide; however, as action research is a non-linear, 

distinctive and flexible design, the researcher had the chance to customize the 

steps in the direction of the needs. Thus, the researcher defined her own diagram in 

order to determine and display the process of the study specifically (See Figure 2). 

Yēldērēm and ķimĸek (2016) emphasize that the process of action research is 

sustainable aiming at solving problems and they compare it to reflective thinking. 

The process of the action research is represented in Figure 4. These steps are 

described as a process which does not continue linear, but cyclical.  
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Figure 4. Process of Action Research (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016) 

Deciding to the Problem: An action research begins with identifying a problem 

situation or a dimension that needs to be addressed (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). 

Therefore; firstly, the teacher decided on the problem. She observed increasing 

problems in the performance and completion of homework practices in 8th grade 

English lessons, questioned the reasons of the situation and as homework is one of 

the crucial parts of language learning she aims to overcome the problem. After 

viewing the homework checklist, the researcher came up with the following 

problem: Students are unwilling to complete the homework given in English 

courses or they complete the assignments carelessly. What can be the reasons of it 

and how can I overcome this problem related to English homework? 

Identifying the Questions: The determination of research questions has an 

important impact on directing the study (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). Following 

the statement above, the researcher defined the research questions to identify the 

problem clearly. 

Data collection / Review of Literature: Various data sources were used to improve 

the quality of the data in order to ensure validity and reliability of the study. 

Considering the research questions defined by the researcher, the teacher 
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conducted interviews with her colleagues and the students to have an idea about 

the problem in detail and find answers to the reason of decrease in homework 

performance in English class and obtain suggestions for the solution. Together 

with the interviews, the teacher benefited from exam results and homework 

checklists as a data. Except for, discussions on English homework were held in the 

classroom in order to get foreknowledge about their homework ideas.  

While collecting data to define the problem and its reasons in detail, the literature 

about homework practices in education and their importance in foreign language 

learning is reviewed simultaneously. After running through the literature, the 

researcher came up with different studies about the attitudes towards assignments, 

the importance of assignments in EFL classes and modern understandings in 

language learning. Afterwards, she realized a new term in education, communities 

of learners, a new understanding supported by various authorities. Learning 

communities, emerged with the effect of modern education understanding, was 

questioned in terms of being utilized in redesigning a new homework model.  

Data analysis/ interpretation: Based on the collected data and review of literature, 

the researcher got some conclusions on homework practices and revealed some 

suggestions on the defined problem. Besides, with the interpretation of the data 

and previous studies, the researcher came into different opinions about homework 

models and reshapes the research questions. In order to carry out the study, the 

problem was identified, the questions were determined, the literature was 

reviewed, and data was collected and interpreted at the beginning. Based on the 

data, an action plan for the situation was prepared. In order to introduce learning 

communities to the students and see the applicability of the plan, a pilot study was 

conducted for a week by designing a task that is based on CoL understanding.   

Developing an action plan: Based on the collected data and the literature, an action 

plan is prepared that makes a change in the situation (Uzuner, 2005). At this point, the 

distinction of action research appears; in the action research, the researcher not only 

defines a situation but also develops a plan for the solution of a problem and applies it 

to the process (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). Thus; the researcher identified drawbacks 
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related to the homework performance and set up a systematic action plan to fix the 

situation. Based on the information obtained in literature, homework practices were 

redesigned based on learning communities. 

Developing a monitoring plan: Along with the improvement of the action plan, to 

be able to observe and gather data about the implementation is highly significant to 

interpret how effective the plan is. Therefore; a monitoring plan has been 

established before implementing the action plan. The researcher planned to 

observe the impacts of learner communities based homework practice on the 

process with her diary and observation notes. Moreover; homework checklists and 

presentations of communities gave information about homework performances. 

Implementing/monitoring the action plan: As a result of the information obtained 

from the literature and participants in the study, the researcher thought that the 

problem of English homework performance might be related to the followed 

traditional homework practices. Thus, she questioned the impact of learning 

communities on homework practices, as a modern understanding in the field. The 

teacher decided on a new homework model that is redesigned on the light of CoL and 

introduced it to the students. Following the development of the action plan, the newly 

designed homework practice was started to be implemented after the teacher 

announced the communities. The teacher remembered the classroom about CoL 

understanding being discussed recently and how they operate. Afterwards, she 

announced the learning communities for homework practices. Every community 

composed of three students based on their academic levels, homework performances 

and teacher observations. Detailed information can be found in Appendix O. After 

informing the students, the 8-week process to follow CoL-based homework model 

was started. Every community was responsible for doing the work together. Every 

week, a certain community presented the weekôs homework on smart board. Every 

community picked a card from the word box that includes the targeted vocabulary for 

the coming week and they prepared a dialogue or a text that contains those eight 

words together with the members until the next homework session. No individual 

work was accepted. The communities were also free to work together. The community 

who is responsible for presenting the next homework session prepared a presentation 
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containing their dialogue or text and a related worksheet including five multiple 

choice and five reading comprehension questions about the prepared text. 15 minutes 

is given to present the task and if there is time left, volunteer communities also were 

aloowed to share their task. Afterwards, worksheets are distributed to the other 

communities (1 for each community) and they are given 15 minutes to discuss the 

answers together. In the last 10 minutes, communities share their answers and 

opinions about the presentation in the class. Lastly, the worksheets and the task 

prepared with the community are given to the teacher. After deciding the new 

vocabularies for the next session, the weekôs homework session is completed. The 

teacher takes notes during the presentation and she observes the effect of CoL in terms 

of social aspect and homework performance by analysing both the results of 

homework completion in communities and individual homework given every week. 

After the community finishes the presentation, the teacher conducts a semi-structured 

focus group interview (Appendix I) with the community to reveal their experiences 

and opinions about learning communities in homework practices. Moreover, every 

student writes a self-reflection report (Appendix J) about the redesigned homework 

model and gets the chance to state self clearly as the researcher do not demand the 

name. Besides, exam results are also taken into consideration by commenting the 

impacts of learning communities in designing homework model for foreign language 

classes. All the interviews were recorded and the researcher took notes during the 

process.  

Analysis and Evaluation: Implementing the action plan and evaluation of it can be 

carried out simultaneously in action research (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). The 

researcher implements both the action plan, collects data and conducts analysis. 

Since it is claimed that review of literature will contribute interpreting the data and 

solving unexpected problems that may arise during the process, the researcher 

continues to look over the literature. At the end of the process, all data were 

reviewed and analysed to get idea about the impact of the new model of homework 

practices. Eventually, the researcher decided to continue with the newly designed 

homework model in English classes and consequently there is no need to develop 

an action research as the aim is fulfilled about homework performance in English 

classes. 
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3.2. Participants of the Study 

Patton (1987; as cited in Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016) emphasizes that purposeful 

sampling, which is one of the sampling methods that in qualitative research, allows the 

researcher to study the situations in-depth containing rich information. Purposeful 

sampling aims to select information-rich cases (Bernard, 2002; Patton, 2014). It is a 

process of selecting a small number of impact cases when they are likely to óôyield the 

most information and have the greatest impact on the development of knowledgeôô 

(Patton, 2001, p. 236). The aim is to get an idea about a specific part of a process 

which is actually the situation in the present study dealing with homework 

performances in English as a foreign language education process. In the present study, 

the teacher faces with an unexpected problem about homework performance in one of 

her classes and defines the students as participants of the action study to get detailed 

information about the situation. The present action research requires voluntary 

participants as there is a need for improving a situation in English homework 

practices. As a result, the participants were selected by typical case sampling method 

which is one of purposeful sampling methods in which the study introduces a new 

situation of implementation. 

The research was conducted with students in the same class, three English teachers 

working in the same school and the researcher who designs and implements 

English homework in line with the approach of learning communities. The school 

is a secondary state school located in Bursa and the student-participants of the 

study were the students studying in the same school in 2018-2019 schoolyear. The 

number of registered students was 27 but three of them were not-attendant. So, the 

study was carried out with 24 students who knew each other for three years. As the 

students are under age, parental approval form was required. Besides, as it is a 

voluntary study, consent forms were given to the students. Thanks to the small size 

of the class, it is appropriate for conducting action research because it is possible 

to get a deep understanding about the faced situation and the ways of improving it. 

Reasons of choosing this school and class are that the researcher is working there 

as an English teacher and that she observed some problems in the mentioned class 

on homework practices and consequently English competency. 
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The teacher-participants are teaching English at least for five years and all of them 

are graduated from faculty of foreign language education. The Table 1 presents the 

characteristics of English teachers as participants. 

Table 1 

Characteristics of Teachers Participating in the Study 

Participant  Gender Years of Teaching Subject Classes 

Teacher 1 F 18 English 5th and 8th Grades 

Teacher 3 M 5 English 7th and 8th Grades 

Teacher 4 F 8 English 5th and 8th Grades 

The curriculum designed by Turkish MoNE is implemented in the classroom, 

which has 5 hours of English lessons per week. Homework assignments to be 

performed are also included in the curriculum as a learning method and the 

program was covered exactly. Students in the classroom have differences in 

academic achievement and homework performance. The teacher also considers 

these differences during the study and defines the learning communities for 

homework practices based on these cases as represented in Appendix O. 

3.3. Role of the Researcher 

Yēldērēm and ķimĸek (2016) stated that in action research, the teacher can be the 

researcher of his own process and collect data about the identified problem. Data can 

be procured through the notes, observations or document reviews held by the 

practitioner (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). In this study, the researcher questions 

whether communities of learners based homework have an impact on homework 

performance and improved an action plan for the situation. The role of the researcher 

of the present study is critical as the teacher is both the conductor of the study and the 

teaching process. Thus, there might be a bias that can affect the objectivity of 

analyzing the data. To avoid the situation, it is important to keep observation notes and 

diary in order to get in-depth information. Following the determination of the research 

questions, the researcher collected data in the related field so that the problem could be 

defined in detail and obtain appropriate suggestions for the solution. At this point, the 

researcher benefited from her observation notes, studentsô homework checklists and 

student and teacher interviews related to individual homework practices. As a result, 
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the teacher was not only responsible for collecting data but also she observed the 

process as researcher. 

Besides being an observer, the teacher is also the implementer of newly designed 

homework practices. Thus, the researcher both determined a problematic situation 

in the homework practices and also tried to find ideal solutions to improve it. As 

the teacher redesigned the homework practices in the light of learning 

communities, the students should be made aware of what LC based homework is 

and how to follow it in and outside the class before starting the action. At this 

point, it is important that the researcher informs the students clearly about the new 

understanding of homework in foreign language classes, which was carried out 

before the implemention in the present study. In addition, the study might be 

helpful for teachers in terms of homework practices and preferred models as it 

proceeds to a concept that might be suitable with the new understanding of FLE. 

3.4. Data Collection Instruments 

In order to make the research more meaningful and to support the findings, the 

selection of data collection tools is important (Cavkaytar, 2009). Qualitative data 

were collected in the present study as it aims to gain an understanding of 

underlying factors of a situation and analyze individualsô experiences about the 

process. As for source of data, along with observation notes, diary and reflection 

papers, interviews were conducted so as to reveal the perceptions on the 

effectiveness of improved homework practices. Written document such as 

homework checklists and exam results were also utilized to have a deep 

unerstanding during data analysis. 

In action research, methods of data collection for different types are called 

triangulation. This method allows viewing the research from multiple perspectives 

(Johnson, 2015). Different types of data collection tools were used throughout the 

present study. Data collection tools commonly used in action research are 

researcher notes, observation reports, participant reflection reports, interviews and 



89 

written transcripts of them, audio-video recording documents, researcher diaries, 

student documents and questionnaires.  

Table 2 shows the data collection tools in the conducted study.  

Table 2 

Data Collection Tools Being Utilized In the Study 

Researcher Teachers Students 

Observation Audio Recordings Audio Recordings 

Diary Semi-structured Interviews Reflection Reports 

Homework Checklist  Pre and Post Interviews 

  Exam Results 

  Homework Presentations 

Homework Checklists and Exam Results: Products established by students in the 

learning process or at the end, visual or written sources can be used to reply 

research questions (Dal, 2012). In some studies, documents such as exam papers, 

worksheets or even letters might be used as a data. In the present study, homework 

checklists were first analyzed in order to determine individualsô homework 

performance. After designing new homework model for EFL class and 

implementing it in the educational process, the checklists from the first and second 

semester (Appendix P) were compared at the end of the action to get an idea about 

the effectiveness of learning communities based homework on performance. This 

method can be defined as a review of documents in action research. Document 

analysis ensures convergence and corroboration of other data sources in the study 

and provides triangulation that enhances credibility (Bowen, 2009). 

Semi-Structured Teacher Interviews: The most efficient form of interviewing 

technique is individual interviews which are directed by the teacher (Alshenqeeti, 

2014; Johnson, 2015). As homework is a practice that actually arises from 

teachers, it is crucial to get an idea about their attitudes towards homework in their 

classes. In this research, a semi-structured interview (Appendix F) is conducted 

with English teachers about their homework attitudes and preferences of 

homework methods in their lessons. Main questions and related sub-questions 
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were developed in order to get in-depth data about the English teachersô 

perceptions of homework practices and their preferences. 

Semi-structured Student Interviews: In the present study, students are actually the 

main participants of the process. The researcher decided to conduct an action 

research after observing a decrease in studentsô performance in homework 

practice. Thus, the data provided from the students play a vital role in finding a 

solution for the problem. The pre-interviews (Appendix G) help to reveal studentsô 

feelings about homework practices in English class in the present study as they had 

the chance to express themselves in a free atmosphere and they shape the answers 

during the interview according to their ideas. 

A semi-structured pre-interview schedule is prepared for the students in order to 

understand their general perceptions about current English homework practices 

followed in the lessons as it is underlined being crucial for their homework 

attitudes in the literature. The interview is conducted with every student before 

shaping a new model of homework practice based on the studentsô ideal 

homework preferences.  

Semi-structured Student Focus Group Interviews: Focus group interview can be 

described as dynamic discussion groups in which people are asked about their 

perceptions about a particular topic (Harrell and Bradley, 2009). A focus group 

interview (Appendix I) was used as a post-interview with students in order to get 

information about the perceptions of newly developed homework practices. In 

other words, in the post-interview, the students were interviewed about the new 

homework practices and thus the impact of the adopted homework model in foregn 

language classes was questioned. The interview aimed to collect data that give the 

researcher clues about the effectiveness of CoL based homework model in order to 

compare studentsô opinions about homework before and after the implementation 

of the new homework practice. As the interview is conducted with the determined 

learning communities rather than an individual, the teacher had also the 

opportunity to see whether the students gain the sense of society and improved 

their interpersonal skills, which was missing in the classroom previously. Besides 
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asking the interview questions to the community, the teacher also took notes about 

the relations and the harmony among individuals in order to see if the sense of 

community ensured communication and collaboration between students, one of the 

main factors of acquiring language.  

Classroom Observation Notes: In action research, the practitioner also has the 

opportunity to observe his own practice as he is involved in the process (Yēldērēm 

and ķimĸek, 2016). While the students were experiencing learning communities 

based assignments, the researcher took notes during the lessons, presentations and 

discussions in the class. These notes were helpful in supporting the results part of 

the study and promote the credibility of the study.  Besides, the researcher got 

ideas studentôs communication skills, community awareness and motivation which 

help to make comments on impacts of learning communities concept. 

Audio Recordings: Additionally to observation notes, the answers of the 

participants were audio recorded by receiving the permission of self and parents. 

At some points, it can be difficult to write notes while directing the interview. The 

recordings prevent loss of data and allow the researcher to make in-depth analysis 

afterwards. Besides, it ensures triangulation to provide credibility of observation 

notes and teacherôs diary. In case the participant does not give permission because 

of feeling uncomfortable, interview notes are used to keep data permanent.  

Researcherôs Diary: Researcher diaries serve as an important source for 

describing each step in the research process and in assembling parts (Kuĸat, 2010). 

In this way, the researcher contributes to the data collection process by recording 

her observations and comments. Researcher diaries include notes about the 

problems encountered, the situations experienced in the process, and the 

reflections of the planned practices. 

Student Reflection Reports: Reflection reports can be demanded from the 

participants to measure how the improvements are perceived in the action process. 

A semi-structured focus group interview was held after the implementation of CoL 

based homework practices. Even so, the researcher felt the need to get data 
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individually about the perception of learning communities based homework in 

English classes as it might be students who hesitated to share their ideas about 

homework practices during focus group interview. Moreover, as every community 

attended the interview together with the members, they might avoid expressing 

unpleasant experiences about working together with a community. Hence, after the 

8-week implementation process, reflection reports (Appendix J) were requested 

from every student in order to get aware of studentsô experiences about learning 

communities and new designed model of homework practices. The teacher did not 

demand the name of the student in the report so that they express themselves 

sincerely. 

3.5. Learning Communities as Homework Model 

The broadest and most inclusive use of learning communities is to describe situations 

where an array of groups and institutions have united forces to promote systematic 

societal change and share or jointly own the risks, responsibilities, resources and 

rewards (Himmelmann, 1994, p. 28).  

The concept of community is defined in literature in relation with education 

studies in many ways. Sheffer and Anundsen (1993, p. 31) refer to the definition of 

community as follows: 

Community as a dynamic whole that emerges when a group of people participate in 

common activities, depend on one another, and make decisions together. In addition, 

group members identify themselves as part of something larger than the sum of their 

individual relationships, and are willing to commit themselves for the long term to the 

group's wellbeing. 

The sense of community is mostly related to the belief of loyalty, belonging, spirit, 

interaction shared goals. McMillan and Chavis (1986) mention four principles 

required for the sense of community. These principles determined as membership, 

mutual influence, integration and fulfilment of needs and shared emotional 

connection are the concepts constituting the community. Membership is a belief 

that one has invested part of oneself to become a member and therefore feels a 

right to belong the community. This feeling features the sense of belonging and is 

one of the necessary principles for learning communities. Mutual influence is a 

principle developing in a mutual manner. The effect of a member in the 
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community and the effect of the community on the member are mutual. This 

increases faithfulness in the community. In learning communities, interaction is an 

important tool to reach the desired goal. The integration and fulfilment of needs 

can be interpreted as strengthening the community. In order to achieve this, the 

needs of the members must be understood and is required to be met by the 

collaborative practices. As it can be predicted, shared emotional connection 

develops with creating opportunities to form an interaction, meet the needs and 

establish a connection among the members. Aēkgºz (1993, p. 6) refers to the 

learning communities adopted cooperative learning as follows:  

It is that the individuals with different abilities, race, gender, social skill level ensure 

the permanent learning by working together within the framework of a common aim 

as a group, provide contribution to each otherôs learning and fulfilling the tasks 

assigned. 

The changes made in education programs to catch the era and have an idea about 

modern learning methods argue that learning mostly occurs with participation, 

interaction and cooperation and as a result of this; mutual interaction, cooperation 

and community awareness are emphasized rather than competitive understanding 

in learning environment. Romasz, Kantor and Eliac (2004) argued that individuals 

should realize their social and emotional competence in learning environment. One 

of the ways to measure this is the learning communities. If required, individuals in 

the learning communities must show their skills on solidarity, managing individual 

thoughts and problem solving in a community. It may be possible with their social 

and emotional competence. Moreover, establishing interpersonal connection 

enables students to feel valuable and as a result, allows them to be more willing 

and determined against group-oriented practices in learning communities.  

As stated earlier, with the improvements in the field of education, new approaches 

showed up that appeal to the requirements of modern education understanding. 

Different from individualization or creating a competitive environment in learning 

process, learning communities understanding promotes interaction, collaboration 

and exchange of ideas in every part of the operation. As highly underlined in 

literature about language teaching, foreign language learning environment requires 

the sense of being a whole, sharing information and communicating with each 
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other in order to make the learning authentic and permanent. Learning 

communities, encouraging the students learn together and reach their goals under 

favour of the sense of community is an understanging that has become common 

recently and promoted by constructivism, an approach preferred in FLE in Turkey. 

Learning communities enhances continuous improvement as the communities are 

enriched with various ideas about different individuals. It also promotes collective 

responsibility and students become eager to communicate in order to fulfil their 

aims together (Bolam, Stoll, Thomas, and Wallace, 2005). As it is both fun and 

easy to conduct the process in line with learning communities understanding, it 

strengthens students practice and improves the situations that might result in 

disappointment. The members of the community become aware of the fact that 

they are accountable to each other to achieve the shared goal and improve 

themselves (Hord, 2004). With the improvements in education, authorities search 

for new understandings that promotes permanent learning and appeals to the needs 

of students. As a result, new understandings in the field of education should reflect 

characteristics of society as a learning environment also builds a society itself. 

Different from the traditional methods in education, learning communities promote 

collectivity, communication, shared goals or cooperation which is actually the 

needs of individuals to get adapted to the society (Liberman & Miller, 2008; 

Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill, 2009). Communities of learning understanding 

aims to turn the learning process into a collective movement in order to adapt it to 

the characteristics of todayôs education understanding.  

As it is seen in some studies carried out, while the learning communities make 

contribution to the student in terms of academic aspect during learning process, it 

also helps individual discover self-consciousness, be aware of social 

responsibilities and justice and be accountable to public. Considering the studies 

on types of homework practice, attitudes towards homework and homework and 

academic performance, homework practices created based on individual-oriented 

and competitive traditional approaches are not sufficient in providing a significant 

difference in learning process according to modern understanding in FLE. 

Individual-oriented homework seems insufficient for todayôs modern 

understanding of education and for meeting the interests and needs of new 
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generation. As interaction and communication has become importance in the 

information age, the belief that individual exists for only himself in learning 

process has decreased. Moreover, considering the language acquisition and 

English language teaching programs, the effort to show what is learned and to be 

capable of using the language being learned has led to the need for a new 

understanding of homework models, as it is also a tool for assessment. Thus, a new 

homework model is aimed to be designed for FLE class that is based on the 

characteristics of learning communities. The newly designed homework model 

requires the learners studying collaboratively with the learners in community and 

achieving together rather than involve in a competition during language learning 

process. CoL-based homework model is believed to correspond to modern 

approaches in language learning which appeal to students.  

3.6. Data Collection Procedure 

In this section, the aim is to provide information about how the data were gathered 

through data collection instruments and the process of collecting data. At the 

beginning of the process, the teacher witnessed problems in English homework 

performances and as homework practices are crucial for academic achievement 

and language learning, she decided to find a solution for the situation. The Table 3 

shows the weeks and dates of the data collection process in the study: 

Table 3 

Data Collection Procedure of the Present Study 

Weeks: 1 2 3 4-11 12 

Provincial directorate Ṋ     

Approval of Parents Ṋ Ṋ    

Teacher semi-structured interviews  Ṋ    

Student pre-interviews   Ṋ   

Classroom Observations Ṋ Ṋ Ṋ Ṋ Ṋ 

Implementation of Homework Prc.    Ṋ  

Focus Group Interview    Ṋ  

Student Reflection Reports     Ṋ 

After reviewing some literature about homework practices and new understandings 

in homework models, she decided to get more information about the situation. 
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Before collecting data, the researcher asked for permission from provincial 

directorate of national education in Bursa to conduct the study. After getting 

permission (Appendix B) in March, 2019, the researcher informed the school 

director, teachers and the students about the study and sent parental approval forms 

to the parents as the students are under age. 

As all parents were favorable towards the study, 24 students were defined as 

participants. The participants who work as English teachers at the aforesaid school 

were also given a consent form as an interview was also carried out with them in 

order to get information about their homework perceptions and preferences. All of 

the colleagues of researcher accepted to participate in the study.  

Firstly, semi-structured interview was carried out with the teachers to reveal 

teachersô perceptions of homework and its place in their own lessons. The 

interviews took approximately twenty minutes for every teacher. After the 

teachers, students were also interviewed in order to get information about their 

opinions on homework applications and their attitudes towards their English 

assignments. 24 students were interviewed individually and every interview lasted 

about 20-30 minutes depending on extra questions. After conducting pre-

interviews, doing observations and analyzing written documents (i.e., homework 

checklist and exam results) the teacher came up with a new understanding in 

education in literature identified as learning communities. Then, she decided to 

redesign the homework practices based on learning communities in English classes 

as its characteristics appealed to the preferences of students and the adopted 

approach in FLE. The students were also informed about the sense of community 

in learning processes and discussions were conducted together with the classroom 

whether they could achieve being communities. Afterwards, homework practices 

in English classes were formed as tasks being completed in communities 

determined by the teacher for a week and the practice resulted well. After 

redetermining the learning communities for homework practices in terms of 

studentsô academic levels and homework performances (each community involved 

a low, an intermediate and a high level student), the new model of homework in 

English classes and the characteristics of practices were introduced to the students. 
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Throughout the eight weeks of implementation of the developed homework model, 

the communities were interviewed about their experiences during the process after 

their presentations. Besides, the researcher took notes and wrote her opinions on 

the diary at the end of homework presentation of every community. After every 

lesson for homework presentation session, the teacher arranged the observation 

notes in order to avoid from confusion and useless information in data analysis. 

After the 8-week implementation period of CoL based homework practices was 

finished completely, the researcher requested reflection reports from every student 

in which they express their opinions about studying with community, being a part 

of a community, cooperation in homework completion and redesigned homework 

model for FLE classes. The written documents such as homework checklist, exam 

results and studentsô work were also data in the study. These documents helped to 

make comparisons between the two semesters. Besides, comparing the homework 

checklists and the exam grades of the students, the teacher would have an idea 

about the effects of two models of homework which are traditional based and CoL 

based in terms of homework performance and academic achievement in English 

classes. At the end of the process, the teacher thanked the students to be a part of 

her study and asked their opinions about their experiences. The opinions on 

learning communities based practices were quite positive in general. Besides, it 

was obvious that ensuring learning communities in education promoted 

relationship among students which was one of the problems in classroom and it 

ensured the sense of community among individuals, which is actually one of the 

purposes of modern appraoches in education programs and promoters of target 

language competency. 

3.7. Data Analysis 

Data analysis stages generally consist of analysis, editing and interpretation of the 

data obtained with the help of various data collection tools. Yēldērēm and ķimĸek 

(2016) stated that the analysis of the data in the action research is performed 

simultaneously along with the data collection process. Johnson (2003) argues that 
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clarifying significant tendencies and classifications is more meaningful for the 

research rather than trying to explain each data collected in qualitative research.  

The data of the present study were collected through semi-structured interviews, 

and focus group student interviews, observations, researcherôs diary, studentsô self 

reflection reports, homework checklists and exam results of students are also 

utilized during data analysis. In qualitative data analysis, the important categories, 

patterns and relationships of the data are discovered first (Check and Schutt, 

2012). The data provided by the interviews were analyzed through content analysis 

in the present study in order to provide a thorough analysis of the data. In content 

analysis, the content of interview records is analyzed and data coding and 

categories are created at the same period (Merriam, 2013). With the purpose of 

putting the data in order, the documentation of the data was followed carefully. 

Transcriptions of interviews and the observation notes were rearranged and typed 

accordingly. In order to conduct a systematic description of the data and struct the 

material, coding frame is a useful technique in content analysis (Schreier, 

2012).The content from the transcriptions of data was coded and then themes were 

identified based on the emerging codes. Being shaped in the light of research 

questions, emergent themes embodying the data were defined and the analyses of 

data were conducted based on the themes and codes. The themes and coding 

frames of the present study derived from teachers and students statements are 

represented in Appendix K, L, M. 

While the data collected by conducting semi-structured interviews were analyzed 

through content analysis, observations and reflection reports were assayed by 

descriptive statistics as it allows the researcher to provide a richer picture or 

enhanced representation of data (Given, 2008). It is important for the data to be 

clearly described. Direct quotations can also be put to show the views of 

individuals in a striking manner (Yēldērēm and ķimĸek, 2016). In the method of 

descriptive analysis, the data is summarized and direct quotations utilized from 

data collection instruments are interpreted in accordance with the predefined 

themes in content analysis. The aim of this method is to provide the obtained data 

to explanatory concepts. As another analysis method in studies, triangulation refers 
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to the use of multiple data sources in qualitative research to develop a 

comprehensive understanding of phenomena (Patton, 2014). The findings are also 

supported with homework checklists and exam results in graphs so that the validity 

of the study can be increased by triangulation, which will be mentioned as a part of 

trustworthiness of the study. 

3.8. Trustworthin ess 

Trustworthiness of a study is defined as steps inspiring reliability, convincing the 

reader that the findings are worth to turn into account (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). 

Unlike in quantitative research, qualitative researchers might take a subjective 

stance and act biased as they deal with social contexts or culture of a society rather 

than measurable quantities. In order to maintain trustworthiness in a qualitative 

study, there are some principles that the researcher should pay attention by 

conducting a study which are defined as credibility, transferability, reliability and 

objectivity (Lincoln and Guba, 1985).  

Credibility is a phenomenon that questions to what extent scientific observations 

and measurements are authentic (Le Compte and Goetz, 1982). In order to provide 

credibilit y in the study, data were supplied with multiple collection procedures and 

interviews were recorded and transcribed. During the study, interviews, 

observations, diary notes and reflection papers were provided as data. As a result, 

it was possible to use triangulation by supporting the findings with homework 

checklists and exam results in graphs in order to gain a more complete 

understanding and enhance credibility. Moreover, because of the nature of action 

research, the researcher was also a part of the study as both the instructor and the 

researcher. This situation provided to observe the environment of the study in 

details for the researcher, which is crucial to enhance trustworthiness. Thus, 

prolonged engagement during the study is also defined as one of the techniques to 

enable credibility of the study.  

As the present study is an action research, generalization of the results are not 

aimed at the first stage. Due to its characteristics, the result of an action research is 
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unique to the analyzed case and the environment of the study (Somekh, 2006). 

Nevertheless, defined activities, designed model of homework and the findings of 

the study might contribute to similar contexts in order to analyse different settings. 

The methodology of the study was explained thoroughly and the data were 

displayed in details in order to provide thick description for the sake of 

trustworthiness of the study. Besides, in order to help transferability of the study, 

data were enriched by maintaining quotes from participants and the notes taken 

from the researcherôs diary.  

As one of the principles of trustworthiness, reliability of a study depends on its 

repetability in different settings (Stufflebeam, Madaus & Kellaghan, 2002). From 

this point, it is possible for the present study to be repeated in different settings by 

following same circumstances. To set an example, learning communities as a 

homework model might be applied to different classes in order to see its impact in 

various settings. Even so, it is not possible to state that the findings will be 

completely consistent as the results of an action research are individual, as pointed 

out earlier. Besides, reliability of a study might also be provided by parallel forms 

reliability. In the present study, the new model of homework was both analysed 

through focus groups and also reflection reports in order to compare the results.  

Objectivity is defined as other criteria for trustworthiness in scientific studies 

Lincoln and Guba, 1985). It questions whether the findings are shaped according 

to participantsô answers. There are various techniques that enable the objectivity of 

a study. Audit trail and triangulation are the techniques utilized in the present 

study. The researcher detailed the analysis of data and interpreted it by using 

different sources. Besides, quotations from observation notes and diary were 

shared during the result section in order to display the consistency of the data. 

3.9. Ethical Considerations 

The participants of the study were students and teachers. As the students were not 

adults, ethical considerations were considered important in the present study. As a 
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result, before the study began, approval for conducting the study was taken from 

the provincial directorate for national education in Bursa. (Appendix B)  

Thereafter, the parents were delivered parental approval forms that inform about 

the study and request their allowance to conduct it together with their children. All 

the parents responded positively to the study and allowed their children to be 

participants. The English teachers and students that participated in the study were 

also given consent forms before the study so as to inform them about the study and 

ask for their acceptance to conduct interviews with them.  

After all the documents were completed, students were made familiar with the 

concept of learning communities and their opinions were taken into consideration 

about a new model of homework in English classes. Moreover, before the 

implementation of new homework model to foreign language classes, a week was 

held to a pilot study in order to observe the applicability of the designed model of 

homework practices. The context of the homework was suitable with the class 

subjects of 8th grades. Besides, in studentsô reflective forms, no information about 

the identity was demanded so that the student does not feel drawback in stating 

opinions.  

3.10. Limitations of the Study 

As with any research in literature, limitations show up to this study by reason of its 

design and implementation. One of the restraints of the present study exists as a 

result of the nature of qualitative research. The findings cannot be generalized to 

larger populations, as the sample of the sample size of the research formed from a 

small group of participants. Thus, the research is limited to the determined school 

and students as it is an action study that aims to overcome a faced problem in a 

determined environment. 

Most of the students were not aware of learning communities in education process. 

Thus, students might be hesitating to conduct homework practices as communities 

and working together. In order to reduce their drawbacks, the researcher 
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introduced the principles of communites and tried to make the students familiar 

with the sense of community in society by conducting discussions before the 

implementation. Moreover, a week was spent for a pilot study to experience 

learning communities based homework practices and to check whether it worked 

with the determined class.  

Another limitation can exist in relation to the lack of an external observer as it 

might harm the objectivity of the study. As a result, in addition to interviews, the 

teacher-researcher both took observation notes and also kept a diary in order to 

enhance the objectivity by comparing every data and strike a balance.  

The description of the communities was done by the teacher. This situation might 

cause problems if there is a conflict between individuals. As a result, there might 

be some obstacles in communities studying process. In order to reduce the 

situation, the communities were not abstracted from each other. On the contrary, 

they were encouraged to work together during completing tasks. 

The interviews were managed by the teacher. As a result, the students might 

hesitate to express their real ideas about the assignments. So as to prevent the 

situation, the teacher collected student reflection reports about CoL based 

homework practice and the students didnôt have to share their identities on the 

reports. 

The teachers might hesitate to share their own ideas about homework practices and 

they feel discomfortable about questioning their preferences on homework models. 

In order to eliminate this situation, the teacher-researcher conducted the interview 

sincerely in order to create an ordinary conversation environment. 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESULTS 

The main concern of the study was to enhance homework performance by 

implementing CoL-based homework model in English classes and contribute to 

the improvement of new homework practices. This chapter presents the results of 

the study. The data collected through semi-structured interviews, observations, 

teacher diary and studentsô reflections are analysed. Written documents such as 

homework checklists and exam results are used to make comparisons between 

usual homework model and CoL-based homework model in terms of homework 

performance of students and their academic achievement in English class.  

Hereunder, the results based on the data analysis are presented in four titles 

covering the research questions and identified codes. The first part reports the 

perceptions of the characteristics of English homework from the point of students 

and teachers. The second part provides information about studentsô definitions of 

ideal homework in terms of various aspects. Afterwards, the observations of the 

teacher are represented about the week for discussion of learning communities and 

pilot study and finally the last part deals with the impact of learning communities-

based homework model by analysing studentsô perceptions, comparing homework 

checklists and exam results from two semesters. 

4.1. Perceptions about the Characteristics of English Homework 

In order to get information about the point, the data is collected through pre-

interviews with the students and English teachers from the school of subject. First, 

the data obtained by teachersô interviews about homework are analysed under the 

themes of teachersô perceptions and homework preferences. Afterwards, the 
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students are interviewed about homework practices on their English classes. When 

the data from the students are analysed, the themes studentsô perceptions of 

homework, using resources in homework practices and perceptions about 

homework assessment are obtained.  

4.1.1. Perceptions of Teachers  

The perceptions of teachers on homework and their homework preferences are 

included in the study as they are actually the starters of homework practices. When 

teachersô general perception of homework is examined, it is found out that they 

define homework as reinforcement for the class, responsibility of students, source 

of motivation, a pointless activity, promoter of success, and tool of assessment. 

Running through the data, it is noticed that teachers actually promote homework in 

teaching process as all of them referred homework as reinforcement for learning. 

As the teachers state in the quotes, homework in English classes strengthens 

learning and provides revising of the lesson.  

Dediĵim gibi y¿zde y¿z katkēsē var 

demiyorum ama ºdev yºntemi her ders 

iin aslēnda ºnemli bir pekiĸtire. 

Pekiĸtire derken hem ders tekrarēnē 

kasdediyorum hem de ºĵrenci ºdev 

yaparken derste kafasēnda tam 

oturmayan noktalarē daha iyi 

netleĸtirebiyor. (¥1) 

 

Ķngilizce dersi ok sevilmeyen bir ders 

olduĵu iin okulun dēĸēnda ºĵrenciler 

genellikle ilgilenmiyorlar. Bu y¿zden 

ºdev verilince eksi alma korkusuyla en 

azēndan iĸlenen konuyu pekiĸtiriyorlar. 

(¥3) 

I'm not saying that it makes contribution 

for hundred percent but homework is 

actually an important reinforcement for 

every subject. When I define it as 

reinforcement, I am talking about 

revision of the class and I think students 

clarify the points that were not plausible 

during the class. (T1) 

 

As English is not enjoyed so much 

among students, they do not concern 

about it outside the school. So, if there is 

homework to be completed, they get the 

chance to reinforce the class to avoid a 

negative in checklist. (T3) 

Three of the teachers also state that homework enhance responsibility as most of 

the students are not willing to known for their indifference. Also three of the 

teachers state that assigned tasks helps the teacher to identify the students about 

their sense of responsibility, which promotes success according to them. 
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ķimdi ben aēkasē ºdev ok 

vermiyorum ama ºdev verdiĵimde bu 

sorumluluĵu alan ºĵrencinin derslerde 

ve yazēlē sēnavlarda daha baĸarēlē 

olduĵunu gºzlemliyorum dºnem iinde. 

Bu t¿r katkēlarē var ºdevin bana gºre. 

(¥1) 

 

¥dev kesinlikle dil ºĵreniminde ºnemli 

elemanlardan biridir. ¥devler sayesinde 

ºĵrenciler sorumluluk bilinci kazanēyor 

ve dahasē ºdevler tekrar yapmalarēnē 

saĵlēyor ki bu da derste baĸarēyē arttērēr. 

(¥4) 

Now, frankly, I don't give a lot of 

homework, but when I assign homework, 

I observe that the student who feels 

responsible for doing it is more 

successful in the classes and written 

exams. I think homework promotes 

motivation and success. (¥1) 

 

Homework is for sure one of the most 

important elements in foreign language 

education. Students gain the sense of 

responsibility and whatôs more, 

homework tasks help them to make 

revision, which enhances success. (T4) 

Teachers also draw attention to motivation in FLE and two of them imply that 

homework practices, whatever the type is, improves motivation of students as they 

want to show themselves in the classroom especially when the teacher is strict 

about the assignments. As long as they continue to care about the task, they are 

praised, which enhances the motivation towards the class.  

Motivasyon eĵitim s¿recinin en ºnemli 

silahlarēndan biri bence. ¥zellikle de 

baĸarē oranē d¿ĸ¿k olan derslerde. Ee 

Ķngilizce de bulnardan biri olduĵu iin 

ºĵrencinin hērslandērēlmasē lazēm. 

¥devleri kontrol ederken ºdevleri 

genelde tamamlayan ºĵrenciyi derste 

takdir ediyorum ki bºylece ders karĸē 

motive olsun ve diĵerleri de onu gºr¿nce 

ºrnek alsēn. (¥3) 

 

Yani, mesela ºdev yapan ºĵrenciler 

derste daha istekliler. Hem ºdevleri 

yaptēklarē iin kendilerini gºstermek 

istiyorlar hem de ºdevlerin ders 

baĸarēsēna katkēsē olduĵunu fark 

ediyorlar.(¥2) 

Motivation is one of the significant tools 

in education, especially in the subjects 

with lower level of success. Well, as 

English is one of those subjects, students 

should be impassioned. I praised the 

students during assessment who mostly 

complete their homework. In that way, 

other students aspire and try to 

imitate.(T3) 

 

 

Well, for example, students who do 

homework are more motivated in class. 

They want to show themselves because 

they do homework and realize that 

homework contributes to the academic 

success. (T2) 

One of the participant teachers defines homework as a pointless activity because of 

his bad experiences about homework practices at his classes and adds that does not 

mean homework practices are useless in learning. When he is asked about the 

reason of his statement, he states that it is about his classes behaving irresponsible 

towards all types of homework practices in English classes. 
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é ama ben ºdevin her sēnēf iin aynē 

etkiyi gºsterdiĵini d¿ĸ¿nm¿yorum. 

Mesela benim bu yēlki sēnēflarēm ºdev 

tamamlama konusunda iyi bir 

performans gºstermiyorlar ¿nk¿ 

sorumluluk bilinleri yok ya da baĸarēlē 

olmak gibi bir hedefleri de. Yani aslēnda 

ºdev bazē sēnēflar iin hibir etki 

gºstermiyor. (¥3) 

é but I donôt think it is the same for all 

the students and learning environment. 

My classes this year for example do not 

show a performance on homework as 

they ignore responsiblities or they donôt 

care about being successful. So, 

homework assignments do not provide 

any impact in process in some 

classes.(T3)

Teachers also reflect that homework monitors studentsô knowledge and 

competency in English classes. In other words, they adopt it as the tool of 

assessment. Based on the data, if the students are given tasks about the covered 

topic, it is possible for the teacher to see at what degree the student minded the 

lesson and struggle with the task.  

éEn azēndan verdiĵin ºdevleri yapan 

ºĵrencinin ºdev performansēna ve 

verdiĵi cevaplara baktēĵēnda seviyesini 

gºr¿yorsun. B¿t¿n sēnēfēn akademik 

d¿zeyi aynē olmuyor. ¥devler sana 

ºĵrenciler arasēndaki baĸarē farkēnē da 

yansētēyor aslēnda. (¥1)  

 

¥devleri sēnēfta gezinerek kontrol 

ederken bazen birka ºĵrencinin ºdevini 

inceliyorum. Bu ĸekilde gºz atarak bile 

iĸlenen konunun ne kadar anlaĸēldēĵēnē 

ve ºĵrencilerin takēldēĵē noktalarē 

gºrebiliyorum. Bu sayede bazen 

anlaĸēlmadēĵēnē d¿ĸ¿nd¿ĵ¿m konunun 

¿st¿nden geiyorum. (¥4) 

éAt least when you evaluate the 

answers given by the students, you have 

an opinion about the level. The 

academic level of the whole class is not 

the same. The homework also reflects 

the difference in success between 

students. (T1) 

 

While I check the completed homework 

by walking around the classroom, I 

sometimes examine some of them in 

detail. In that way, I can have an idea 

about the competency of the covered 

topic and realize their problems. As a 

result, I recover the topic if I find it 

necessary.(T4) 

Even the teachers identify homework as an effective tool to obtain information 

about the function of the lesson and give the opportunity to evaluate studentsô 

learning; it is also revealed from the data that they mostly do not assess homework 

in detail as they think it is time consuming to assess all of them. When they are 

asked about their way of homework assessment under the question óHow do you 

assess the assignments?ô three of them emphasized that they mostly walk around 

the classroom and check if the task is completed and they do not evaluate the 

answers together with the classroom. Moreover, it is also stated that they employ 

students to keep a checklist for homework.  
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Ben bazen ºdev veriyorum ve verdiĵim 

zamanlarda da ºdevlerin tamamlanēp 

tamamlanmadēĵēnē sēnēfta gezinerek 

control ediyorum. Dersimin tamamēnē 

nadiren ºdev kontrol¿ iin veriyorum. 

(¥1) 

 

¥dev kontrol¿ evet ºnemli, ºzellikle 

ºĵrencinin hatasēnē fark etmesi ve 

aralarēnda tartēĸēp anlamasē iin. Ama 

zaman konusunda sēkēntē olduĵu iin 

ºdev kontrolc¿lerim var, onlar kontrol¿ 

yapēyorlar. (¥4)  

 

¥dev kontrol¿n¿ sēnēfē dolaĸarak 

yapēyorum. Tamamlayēp 

tamamlamadēklarēna bakēyorum ¿nk¿ 

tek tek geri dºn¿t vermek iin zaman 

kēsētlē. (¥2) 

 

Bu biraz alēĸkanlēk meselesi. 15 yēlē 

aĸkēndēr ºĵretmenlik yapēyorum ve 

ºdevlendirmelerimi genellikle kaynak 

kitaptan ya da t¿m ºĵrencilerde bulunan 

bir materyalden verdim. Hem MEBô in 

kaynaĵēnē kullanmak istiyorum hem de 

herkes iin ulaĸēlabilir. Evet ierik 

yeterli deĵil hele ki dil pratiĵi iin hi 

etkili deĵil ama farklē bir ºdev 

uygulamasē y¿r¿tmek de zaman ve istek 

gerektiriyor. Yeniliĵe biraz kapalē 

olabilirim bu konuda. (¥3) 

I sometimes give homework to students 

and at that times I walk around the 

classroom to see if they are done or not. 

I rarely conduct an evaluation session 

for the homework practices. (T1) 

 

Yes, it is important to evaluate the 

homework, especially for the students in 

order to realize their mistakes and 

discuss the answers with each other. But 

as we have a limited time, I determine 

two checkers for homework and want 

them to keep a checklist. (T4) 

 

I walk around the class to see if they 

completed the homework. I donôt have 

much time to give feedback to all of the 

students. So, mostly I focus on the 

completion of it. (¥2) 

 

I think this is a matter of habit. I have 

been teaching for over 15 years, and I 

have always given my assignments from 

the source book or a material that is 

accessible for all students like materials 

by MoNE. Those materials are not 

enough for language learning but 

designing homework takes time and 

requires enthusiasm. I might be not 

innovative about this issue. (¥3) 

 

4.1.2. Homework Preferences of Teachers 

When the data about teachersô homework preferences in their classes are analysed, 

individual homework is the common method appeared in the lessons. Although 

they think that homework promoting cooperation and giving opportunity to 

interact during completion enhances motivation, realization and the performance, 

it is reported that all teachers prefer individual homework at their classes in 

general. Two teachers express that they conduct group tasks but not often because 

the planning of them as homework takes time for the teacher. The reasons of using 

individual homework are appeared in data as former habits (f=3) and ease of 

implementation (f=2) for the teachers. 
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Grup ºdevlerinde bireysel ºdevlere gºre 

daha istekli olduklarē doĵru. Ancak her 

zaman bu planlamayē 

gerekleĸtiremiyorum. Zaman kaybē 

yaĸanmamasē iin s¿reci iyi takip etmek 

gerekiyor. Sēnēfēn da birlikte hareket 

etmesi gerekiyor. Aslēnda bizim branĸ iin 

en uygunu uygulama ya da grup odaklē 

ºdevler. Ama bireysel ve takip 

gerektirmeyen ºdevler de daha alēĸēlmēĸ 

sanērēm. Hem ºĵretmen iin ok daha 

kolay oluyor, ekstra planlama yapēlmēyor.  

Verilen materyaller de aslēnda bireysel 

ºdeve yºnlendiriyor. (¥1) 

 

Aēk konuĸmak gerekirse ben bireysel 

ºdev tercih ediyorum. Yani belli bir 

sebebi var diyemem. ¥yle alēĸmēĸēz 

sanērēm. Sadece Ķngilizce branĸēnda 

deĵil bence diĵer branĸlar da hep 

bireysel ºdevler veriyorlardēr. Grup 

ºdevleri ya da yeni ºdev uygulamalarē 

geliĸtirmek zaman istiyor biraz. Bizim 

ocuklar ºdeve karĸē her durumda 

ilgisizler zaten. (¥3) 

 

It is true that students are more willing 

to group work than individual. But I do 

not prefer them as it needs good 

planning. Besides, the teacher should 

follow the process well to avoid time 

wasting, which is possible in interactive 

assignments. The class should also act 

together in cooperative works. In fact, 

the best homework practices for FLE 

are group works. But I guess individual 

homework is more common. It is easier 

as it does not require extra planning as 

in group tasks. The materials also direct 

us to individual homework. (T1)  

 

To be frank, I prefer individual 

homework. I cannot give a reason for 

that. I guess we are used to it. I think not 

only in the field of English education but 

also in other subjects, the most frequent 

method is individual homework. 

Homework in communities or 

developing new methods takes time. 

Learners are indifferent to homework 

practices at every case anyway. (T3)

During the data collection process, teachersô preferences on resources for 

homework are also questioned in light with the type of homework. When data are 

evaluated, the book is stated majority as for homework material resource by all the 

teachers. Even students express that the books are not sufficient enough to cover 

the entire topic and the content is limited, it seems that the teachers prefer books or 

a easily reachable resources (i.e., worksheets) as homework. The main reason of 

this preference becomes prominent as being accessible for every student and 

practical for the teacher.  

¥devleri MEBô in kitabēndan veriyorum. 

¢alēĸma sayfalarēnē yapēyorlar ºdev 

olarak. Kitap ok kapsamlē deĵil ama 

ºĵrenciler de daha ayrēntēlē ºdev 

yapmazlar zaten Ķngilizce dersi iin. 

(¥3) 

 
 

¥ĵrencilere bireysel olarak 

tamamlayacaklarē alēĸma kaĵētlarē 

veriyorum bazen. Onlarē sonra toplayēp 

kontrol de ediyorum ara sēra. Kitap ºdev 

kaynaĵē olarak yeterli deĵil. O y¿zden 

test ve alēĸma kaĵētlarē da tercih 

ediyorum. (¥4) 

 

I assign the students with the tasks from 

the book given by MoNE. They complete 

the practice part of the unit as homework. 

The book is not comprehensive enough but 

I think student do not complete a more 

detailed homework for English class. (T3) 

 

I sometimes distribute worksheets that 

should be completed individually and 

take their work back and check the 

answers. I think the book for the class is 

not sufficient as a source for homework. 

As a result, I prefer worksheets or 

multiple choice questions. (T4) 
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Similar to their preferences on homework types, there is a contradiction with the 

idea and the manner of practice with regard to the source of homework.  

¥ĵrenciler; internet kullandēklarē, etkileĸim 

kurarak tamamladēklarē ºdevleri seviyorlar 

aslēnda. ¥devler bu erevede olsa ºdeve 

karĸē olumsuz tutumlarē deĵiĸebilir. Ama 

yine de, plan ve istek. Bu ikisi ºĵretmende 

de olmalē ve ºĵrencilere farklē kaynaklar 

geliĸtirmeli. Ben kitabē ve bazen de alēĸma 

kaĵētlarēnē tercih ediyorum ¿nk¿ bana daha 

kolay geliyor. Topluluk ºdevleri ya da 

uygulamayē teĸvik eden alēĸmalar Ķngilizce 

dersi iin faydalē ºdevler ama zaman kaybē 

da bizi engelliyor. (¥3) 

In fact, they love the homework that needs 

to be completed by interaction or using the 

Net. If their assignments are within this 

framework, their negative attitudes towards 

assignment may change. But plan and 

desire; both of these points should be 

accepted by the teacher and various 

sources should be improved. I prefer 

studentsô book and worksheets as a source 

for homework as it is easy to organize. 

Community-oriented homework or 

implementations are effective in learning 

English but the limited time hinders us. (T1) 

4.1.3. Perceptions of Students 

Focusing on retrieving studentsô general perceptions on homework in English 

classes, it is questioned what the term óôhomeworkôô reminds the students in 

English classes. Students define homework mostly as responsibility, obligation and 

duty in general and nearly half of them regard homework as an opportunity for 

reinforcement.  

Yapmam gereken sorumluluĵum aklēma 

geliyor. Fazla sevmediĵim bir ĸey aēkasē 

ama yapmak zorunda olduĵum ve 

yapmaya alēĸtēĵēm bir alēĸma. (¥4) 

 

¥dev adē ¿st¿nde derslerde ºĵretmenlerin 

sonraki derse kadar yerine getirmemizi 

bekledikleri sorumluluk. (¥8) 

It is a responsibility that I have to fulfil. 

I don't really like homework much, but 

it's a task that I'm trying to complete 

because I have to. (S4) 

 

Homework is our responsibility that 

teachers expect us to fulfill for the next 

lesson. (S8) 

 

¥dev deyince aklēma eve gidince yapmam 

gereken bir gºrev geliyor. Eĵer o gºrev 

yerine getirmezsem kendimi huzursuz 

hissediyorum. Bu y¿zden ºdev kavramē 

beni bazen geriyor. (¥6) 

When I say homework, I think of a task I 

have to do when I go home. I feel 

anxious if I don't do that duty. In that 

case, homework sometimes makes me 

nervous. (S6) 

As in teachers, almost half of the students (f=10) state that thanks to homework 

practices in English classes, they get the opportunity to recover the previous topic 

and get aware of their competency. 
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Ķngilizce ºdevleri olmasa belk de tekrar 

yapmayacaĵēz ya da ºnemsemeyeceĵiz. 

¥devim olunca en azēndan iĸlenen konuyu 

tekrar hatērlēyorum ve anlamadēĵēm yer 

varsa onu fark ediyorum. (¥23) 

 

¥dev iĸlenen konuyu kavramamēz iin bir 

pekiĸtire gºrevi gºr¿yor ama bazen ºdev 

yapmak zor gelebiliyor. Sēkēlēyor ve 

bērakmak istiyorum ama sonra 

sorumluluĵum olduĵunu hatērlēyorum. 

(¥9) 

If there wasnôt any homework in classes, 

we might not revise the topic or care about 

learning English. If I have homework, I 

remember the last lesson and realize the 

points I could not understand. (S23) 

 

 Homework helps us as a reinforcement to 

acquire the covered topic but sometimes it 

is really challenging to complete them. I 

sometimes get bored and give up but after 

that, I realize my responsibility. (S9)

When the data about the perceptions of students were put emphasis on, it is 

obvious that students actually have the sense of responsibility in general. However, 

while 14 of the students stated that homework is a positively reacted responsibility, 

a considerable number (f=9) of students associate responsibility with a duty or 

obligation, causing stress or failure. 

Ķngilizce dersindeki ºdevleri yalnēz 

yapamadēĵēm iin ºdevleri sevmiyorum. 

Evet, kelime bilgim eksik ve bunun 

sorumlusu benim ama kendi baĸēma 

ºdevleri tamamlamam zor oluyor. Bu 

y¿zden de ºĵretmenin ºdev vermesi ve 

bunu kontrol etmesi ºdev kontrol¿nde eksi 

almama sebep oluyor. (¥3) 

 

 Genel olarak her dersin ºdevi bende strese 

sebep oluyor. ¥zellikle ºdev ok yoĵunsa 

geriliyorum ¿nk¿ ºdev yapmam gereken 

bir gºrev ve yapmayēnca da dikkat 

ektiĵimi d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. (¥15) 

As I cannot complete the homework on my 

own, I donôt like being assigned in English 

classes. Yes, I have deficiency in vocabulary 

and I am the one who is responsible for it. 

So, it is hard to complete the tasks without 

help. As a result, I get sometimes negative 

marks in homework checklist. (S3) 

 

 

All homework causes stress on me. 

Especially if the homework is too complex, 

I get anxious because homework is a duty 

of mine and if I donôt fulfil it, it draws 

teacherôs attention. (S15) 

As stated earlier, teacher is the starter of homework practices. Thus, during the 

study it is crucial to examine her opinions and observations about the homework 

issue. Accordingly, the researcher mentions the studentsô general perceptions 

about individual homework practices in her diary. The following quotation 

supports the results obtained from the interviews of students: 

óôHomework practices are one of the most elements of my lessons as I think it really 

reinforces the covered topic and the students are learning their responsibilities if 

they feel the obligation of completing the task. But, there is also a handicap on 

feeling homework as an obligation. Students who are especially not sufficient enough 

to carry out the task feel stressful and try to fill their homework with othersô answers, 

which actually goes to waste. In time, it becomes a habit and they become indifferent 

to homework.ôô         

(Teacherôs Diary, April-2019) 
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On the other hand, some of the students criticize homework practices (f=11) and 

associate them with feeling anxious and bored when they are asked to introduce 

homework with their own words. As most of the students are in the opinion that 

homework is a duty that the student is responsible for, 9 students feel negative 

towards homework as it reminds them their duties that sabotage their free time. 

Students especially who are not interested in foreing language learning do not 

draw attention to homework that are pen and paper work or should be finished 

with their own knowledge.  

Ķngilizce dersi aslēnda eĵlenceli geiyor. 

Size de seviyorum. Ama ben eskiden 

beri bu derste baĸarēsēzēm. Bu y¿zden de 

ºdev yaparken bilgime g¿venmediĵim 

iin sēkēlēyorum. ¢oĵu ºdev de sēnava 

hazērlandēĵēmēz iin test ºzme ¿zerine 

oluyor. Hele o tarz ºdevlerde ok 

sēkēlēyorum. (¥7) 

 

¥dev yapmamamēn bir nedeni yok 

aslēnda. Sadece ºdevi unutuyorum ya da 

aklēma gelse de o an okuldan sonraki 

zamanēmē ona vermek istemiyorum 

¿nk¿ saatlerimi alacak, Ķngilizcem kºt¿ 

olduĵu iin. (¥13) 

Actually, English class is fun and I like 

you. But, I am not successful in English 

for a long time. So, as I donôt trust 

myself, I get bored during completing 

English homework. Most of the practices 

are multiple choice questons as we 

prepare for LGS. Especially that type of 

homework is quite boring to me. (S7) 

 

There arenôt any reasons about my 

failure in completing English homework. 

I just forget it or even I remember, I do 

not want spend my time with it as it 

takes my hours because I am not good at 

English. (S13) 

In parallel with the answers provided from students, the researcher highlights that 

most of the students feel responsible towards homework but they differ in how 

they manage it.  

óôWhile some welcome homework as a helpful practice for their success, also there is 

a large number of students who feel negative towards it. When I assign them with a 

task, some of them grouch about its dullness while the others feel anxious about 

completing it alone. As a result, I advise them to revise the topic before the task. óô 

(Teacherôs Diary-April, 2019) 

As for the answers from students and researcherôs opinions, it is obvious that they 

are aware of the importance of homework in English classes as most of them state 

that homework is reinforcement and it promotes self-responsibility. It can be 

concluded that the perceptions of students about homework is not negative but 

their attitudes about completing homework depends on various cases, which can 

be improved by making some changes in the understanding of homework practices 

and models followed in classes. 
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Using Resources in Homework Practices: After analyzing the transcriptions and 

looking through the data about studentsô perceptions, they are categorized into 

different themes as the collected data vary based on homework preferences. 

Besides, it is crucial for the researcher to get information about various 

perspectives of homework in order to form new ideas to improve homework 

practices. Thus, as it is witnessed during data collection that some participants 

prefer various resources to complete homework, the researcher expands the 

phenomenon and referring resources for English assignments is analysed in terms 

of the resources they use and the reasons of using them. After the data is evaluated, 

the major codes related to the reasons of using resources are defined as providing 

convenience of completing homework, enhancing accuracy and saving time.  

Most of the students who indicate that they benefit from a resource during 

homework completion state the reason as using resources provide convenience for 

them. Similarly to that point, students (f=13) also claim that if they make use of a 

resource like vocabulary lists or a person that can help them, homework does not 

take too much time as it becomes easy to complete. 

Ķngilizce konusunda baĸarēlē olmadēĵēm iin 

ºdevlerimi genelde ablamla tamamlēyorum. 

Eĵer danēĸabilecek biri olmasaydē 

muhtemelen ºdev performansēm d¿ĸ¿k 

olurdu ¿nk¿ saatlerce yazēlē kaynaklara 

bakmak beni sēkardē. Bu y¿zden direct 

sorabileceĵim biri olduĵu iin ĸanslēyēm. 

Hem ºdev kontrol¿nde de daha aktif 

katēlēm saĵlēyorum ablam sayesinde 

anladēĵēm iin. (¥16) 

 

¥dev yaparken internetten sºzl¿ĵe falan 

bakēyorum. Siz zaten kaynak kullanēmēna 

izin veriyorsunuz. Bu zaman kazandērēyor 

ve ºdev beni sēkmēyor abuk bittiĵi iin. 

(¥19) 

 

Verdiĵiniz kelime listeleri ve notlar 

ºzellikle ok faydalē oluyor. Ķstediĵim 

bilgiye daha kolay ulaĸēyorum. ¥devde 

kaynak kullandēĵēmda aradēĵēm ĸeyi 

daha hēzlē buluyorum. Bºylece baĸka 

ĸeylere zamanēm kalēyor. (¥21) 

 

 

 

As I am not successful in English, I do 

my homework together with my sister. If 

there werenôt anyone I asked for help, I 

would probably show a low homework 

performance as written documents is 

boring to check for hours fo me. Thus, I 

am lucky that I have someone to check 

with. In that way, I am also active 

during homework assessment sessions 

as I am sure about my answers. (S16) 

 

I check the internet dictionary during 

homework assignments. You already let 

us to use different sources. It saves time 

and as the task finishes earlier, I donôt 

get bored. (S19) 

 

The vocabulary lists and notes you 

provide are particularly useful. I can 

easily get the information I want. I find 

faster what I'm looking for when I use 

resources for homework. So I can save 

time for other things. (S21) 
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As it is stated by the participant above, using resources in homework practices 

provides the students confidence about their work. In other words, it was realized 

in data collection process that students look for a resource in order to enhance the 

accuracy of their answers so that they feel comfortable during homework 

evaluation sessions with class. Also it is observed that most of the students are 

willing to get help from a person as a source to complete the assignment. 

However, only few of them have the chance to consult to someone.  

Eĵer kullanēlan kaynaklar g¿venilir 

kaynaklarsa, cevaplarēn doĵruluĵundan 

emin oluruz. Bu da ºdev performansēnē 

arttērēr ¿nk¿ eĵer yaptēĵēm ºdev veya 

hazērlamamē istediĵiniz bir araĸtērma 

ºdevi doĵruysa ºdev yapmaya daha ok 

teĸvik eder. (¥25) 

 

Kaynaktan kastēnēz birine sormaksa 

benim evde ºyle bir ĸansēm yok ¿nk¿ 

ailemde kimse Ķngilizce konusunda 

bilgili deĵil. Onun dēĸēnda ok fazla 

kaynak kullanmēyorum ¿nk¿ zor 

geliyor. Tek baĸēma kaynak karēĸtērmak 

sēkēcē. (¥16) 

 

Ingilizce ºdevinde kaynak kullanēnca 

verdiĵim cevaplardan daha emin oluyorum 

¿nk¿ kaynaklardan kontrol ederek 

yapēnca yanlēĸ ihtimalim azalēyor. Bazen 

zaman kaybettiriyor ama. O y¿zden biriyle 

beraber yapmak daha iyi olabilirdi. (¥5) 

If the sources are reliable, we ensure 

that the answers given are correct. This 

improves homework performance 

because if my homework or a research 

assignment you want me to prepare is 

correct, it encourages me to do 

homework more. (S25) 

 

If you mean asking to someone as a 

source, I donôt have the chance because 

no one knows English in my family. 

Except that, I donôt use resources often 

as it is challenging and boring. (S16) 

 

 

Using resources in English assignments 

enables accuracy in the answers and as 

checking for the resources reduces the 

possible mistakes. It sometimes causes 

loss of time.So, the best is to ask for help 

to someone. (S5) 

Similar to the responses from the interview, the researcher observed that if the 

students are given a homework that directs them to interact with family members 

or friends, use internet or watch something, their desire of doing the assignment 

increases.  

Even in the classroom, when they are allowed to work together, they feel pleased and 

the number of students dealing with the task increases.   

(Observation Notes-May, 2019) 

Apart from the majority of the data, there are also students who indicate that the 

freedom of using resources encourages them to complete the task as the feel 

comfortable. Even so, it is stated that resurces do not enhance attraction of doing 

homework. 4 students express that the use of different sources causes confusion. 

The difference depends on the source that is preferred and the amount of it.   
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Farklē kaynak kullanmak zaman aēsēndan 

ok yararlē oluyor. ¥dev yapmadan ºnce 

eĸitli kaynaklar kullanarak yapacaĵēmē 

bilmek beni rahatlatēyor. Hem zamanēn 

artacaĵēnē biliyorum hem de g¿ven 

veriyor. (¥11) 

 

¥zellikle ºĵretmenimizin kullanacaĵēmēz 

kaynaĵa bizi yºnlendirdiĵi ºdevler g¿zel 

¿nk¿ o ºdevi bitirmek ok zor olmuyor. 

Ama yine de kaynak kullanēyor olmak 

ºdev yapmayē eĵlenceli hale getirmiyor 

bana gºre. (¥20) 

 

M¿mk¿nse tek kaynak kullanmaya 

alēĸērēm. ¢¿nk¿ bir ĸeyin cevabēnē birka 

yerden bulmaya alēĸmak bazen kafamē 

karēĸtērēyor. Ama bazen diyalog ºdevi 

verdiĵinizde birden ok kaynak kullanmak 

gerekiyor.Eĵer danēĸabileceĵim biri varsa 

o yeterli oluyor ama. (¥2) 

Using different sources is very  useful in 

terms of time. I feel relieved to know that 

I can do a variety of resources before 

doing my homework. I know it won't take 

much time and I feel secure. (S11) 

 

 

 I mostly like homework practices in 

which our teacher especially directs us 

to the source being used. Nevertheless, 

having the chance to use resources does 

not make homework enjoyable. (S20) 

 

 

I try to use just one source if possible. 

Because I get confused trying to find the  

answer by using various sources. But if I 

have a task about forming dialogues, I 

need several resources.But if there is 

someone I can get help, I donôt need 

anything else. (S2)  

The data obtained about studentôs preferences of homework resource demonstrate 

that they mostly prefer internet as a helper for homework completion. 18 out of 24 

students state that internet is quite helpful in tasks as they have the opportunity to 

reach the information in seconds. Some of the students indicate that they do 

homework mostly on themselves without any resource and the rest do it via 

internet, with family and friends. Besides, more than half of the participants like 

completing their homework with a person but most of them do not have the 

opportunity as there is a lack of English competency in their families. This issue is 

highlighted in teacherôs diary as follows:  

Students are free about using resources to complete homework for my classes which 

actually is welcomed by them. They mostly prefer internet as a source and especially 

students who are good at homework performance have the chance to get help from 

someone in their families about English tasks. They are more active during 

evaluation of homework together with the class, probably because of their sureness 

about their answers. But in general, the families are not competent about helping the 

students with English tasks. 

 (Teacherôs Diary-May, 2019) 

Homework Assessment: In the present study, students state their perceptions about 

homework assessment, either. The data about homework assessment is evaluated 

from two aspects: The first one is the method of homework assessment and the 

other is the impact of it on homework performance of students.  
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When students are asked their preferences about how to conduct an assessment to 

check homework, nearly half of the students state that self-checking might be 

conducted but some of them are not sure about individualsô honesty and self-

responsibility. 

 ¥devlerimizin kontrol edilmesine gerek  
yok. Herkes sorumluluĵunu bilmeli 
¿nk¿. ¥dev kontrol¿n¿ kendimiz 
y¿r¿tebilecek yaĸtayēz ama bazē 
arkadaĸlar bu konuda d¿r¿st deĵiller. 
¥devin cevaplarē sēnēfta toplu olarak 
kontrol edilirken ºdevi yapmēĸ gibi 
davranēyorlar. (¥12) 

There's no need to check our homework. 
Everyone should be aware of responsibility. 
We are at the age of checking our own 
homework but some people are not honest 
about it. They behave as if they did their 
homework during checking the answers 
together with the class. (S12)  

Students (f=8) who supported self-check as an assessment also indicate that if they 

check their homework on their own during the lesson, they do not feel a fear of 

making mistakes or being mocked by others. However they believe that if there is 

not an authority that checks the tasks, students do not pay attention to their 

responsibility.  

 ¥devi kendim kontrol ettiĵim zaman 

daha az stres hissediyorum ¿nk¿ bizim 

sēnēfta bir ĸeyi yanlēĸ yaptēĵēnda bazē 

kiĸiler kērēcē olabiliyor. (¥6) 

 

 ¥devi kendimiz ºĵretmen cevaplarē 

verirken kontrol etmek g¿zel ama bazē 

arkadaĸlarēmēz kontrol bile etmiyorlar ve 

ºdevden faydalanamēyorlar. Ayrēca oĵu 

da ºdevin ºĵretmen tarafēndan kontrol 

edilmeyeceĵini bilse yapmaz. (¥21) 

 

I feel less stressed if we do self- checking 

as homework assessment because if you 

give a wrong answer in our class, some 

students might insult you. (S6) 

 

It is nice to check our homework on our 

own as the teacher announces the 

answers but some people do not even 

look over their answers. I think, if they 

know that the homework will not be 

checked directly by the teacher, they will 

not complete it. (S21)  

Based on the teacherôs notes, the reason why students prefer self-check mostly is 

highlighted as they feel less anxious while checking their own answers or do not 

hesitate to make mistakes in front of the class. 

I wanted one of the students to read the text she wrote about her interests. She first 

refused to read it. After I checked the text, she accepted to read. When I asked the 

reason of it personally after the lesson, she expressed that she didnôt want the class 

made fun of her in case it is wrong as they behave as if they are in a competition, 

which makes her feel nervous.  

(Teacherôs Diary-March, 2019) 
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Apart from self-checking, methods such as peer-correction, objective homework 

assessors and direct check by teachers are preferred. The most popular type among 

homework assessments is identified as assessors from students (f=16), which is 

also the present way of assessment. This way of homework checking is considered 

technically useful but when it comes to the quality of answers, it depends on the 

studentôs common sense.  

¥devlerimize ºdev kontrolc¿leri 
bakēyor. Bu genelde her derste bºyle. 
ķuana kadar gºrevlerini kºt¿ye 
kullandēklarēnē gºrmedim ama bazē 
arkadaĸlar ºdev dolu gºr¿ns¿n diye 
rastgele cevaplar da verse artē alēyorlar 
¿nk¿ kontrolc¿ler sadece yapēlēp 
yapēlmadēĵēna bakēyor. (¥17) 
 
¥dev kontrolc¿leri ºdevleri kontrol edip 
listeyi ºĵretmene teslim ediyorlar. Bence 
ºdevler kontrol edilmeli ama ºdevlerin 
cevaplarēna da beraber bakēlmalē. Bunu 
bazen yapēyoruz ama zaman kēsētlē olduĵu 
iin her zaman m¿mk¿n olmuyor. (¥4) 

Two students check up our homework if we 
have completed it or not. It is actually the 
same almost in all subjects. I havenôt 
realized a misuse so far but some people 
complete the task with random answers and 
even so, they get a plus because homework 
checkers are only responsible about the 
completion of homework. (S17)  
 
Homework checkers just check the 
homework if it is done and submit the list to 
the teacher. I think tasks should be checked 
but their answers should also be evaluated 
together. We do it sometimes but as the time 
is limited, it is not possible everytime. (S4)  

On the other hand, while some students indicate that direct control of the teacher is 

the most effective way of assessing homework practices, 12 students admit that it 

causes anxiety towards the class. 

¥devleri direkt sizin kontrol etmenizi 
seviyorum. Hem hatalarēmē gºrm¿ĸ olurum 
bºylece. Mesela ºdevleri toplayabilirsiniz. 
Evet zaman problemi olabilir ¿nk¿ 
kalabalēĵēz ama her ºdevi deĵil bazēlarēnē 
yapsanēz bile yeterli olabilir. (¥1) 
 
¥devleri ºĵretmen kendi kontrol edeceĵi 
zaman geriliyorum ¿nk¿ Ķngilizce dersinde 
baĸarēlē deĵilim ve o ºdevdeki cevaplardan 
emin olamēyorum. (¥18) 

 
 

I like it if you check our assignments. So, I 
realize my mistakes. For example, you can 
sometimes take our homework and check 
them. Yes, it needs time because we are 
crowded, but even you do it occasionally, it 
will be helpful. (S1)  

 
I feel stressed if I know that the teacher will 
check the homework herself as I am not 
good at English classes. So, I donôt feel 
comfortable about my answers on 
assignment. (S18) 

Along with the data provided by students, teacherôs notes about homework 

assessment also underline that most of the students believe that assessment should 

be done in English classes. Similar to the collected data, there are differences in 

assessment preferences among students.  

Although there is a demand to check the assignments by self, the teacher concluded 

that it causes problems in completing homework after conducting a retroactive 
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assessment of three weeks. However, assessing all the students causes time loss and 

on the other hand, the desire towards completing homework decreases if there isnôt 

any assessment conducted on homework practices.  

(Observation Notes-March, 2019)  

The teacher also pointed out in her diary that all the students in the classroom like 

peer-correction as homework assessment. 

Today it was time to check a short vocabulary test assigned as homework. I wanted 

the students to change their homework paper with their deskmates. As I was 

announcing the answers, I realized that they were quite interested in checking the 

answers than usual. 

(Teacherôs Diary-April, 2019) 

The effect of homework assessment on performance is identified by students in 

terms of cognitive and emotional aspect. The common codes for cognitive aspect 

were defined as students think that homework assessment enhances the quality of 

homework context and increases attention of student. 

¥dev kontrol¿ yapēlmasa kimse ºdev 

sorumluluĵu hissetmez bence. Aslēnda 

ºdev kontrol¿n¿n yapēlmasē ºdevin 

yapēlma oranēnē arttērēyor. Hatta ºĵretmen 

ºdevi ayrēntēlē inceliyor ya da okutuyorsa 

ºdevleri daha dikkatli ve anlayarak 

yapmaya alēĸēyoruz. Ķeriĵine dikkat 

ediyoruz. Mesela siz verdiĵimiz cevaplarē 

sorguluyorsunuz. Ben de bu y¿zden 

ºdevde verdiĵim cevaplarē tekrar tekrar 

okuyorum. (¥8) 

 

¥dev kontrol¿ olmazsa yapanlarēn sayēsē 

azalēr bence. Hatta sadece artē eksi listesi 

tutulsa ve siz ºdevlere arada gºz atmasanēz 

ya da okutmasanēz biroĵumuz belki de 

internetten hazēr cevaplarē bulup kitaba 

yazēp geer. (¥19) 

 
 

Eĵer sizin bakmayacaĵēnēzē d¿ĸ¿nd¿ĵ¿m 

bir ºdevse bazen ºzensiz yapabiliyorum. 

Ama sizin de bakacaĵēnēz ya da 

toplayacaĵēnēz bir ºdevse ok daha dikkat 

ediyorum ve farklē kaynaklar kullanmaya 

alēĸēyorum. (¥17) 

 

Nobody feels responsibility about 

homework without assessment. In fact, 

doing homework assessment increases the 

rate of homework completion. In fact, if 

the teacher examines the answers in detail, 

we try to do the assignments more 

carefully and comprehensibly. We pay 

attention to the quality. For example, you 

question our answers. That is why I read 

my answers over and over again. (S8) 

 
If there is no homework check, the number 
of students who complete their homework 
will decrease. If only the plus-minus list is 
filled by the homework checkers and you 
don't look over the assignments from time to 
time, many of us will probably get the 
answers from anywhere and write them 
down randomly. (S19) 
 

If it's an assignment I don't think you're 

going to look at, I can sometimes do it 

carelessly. But if it is a task you will look 

at or collect, I pay much more attention 

and try to use different sources and  add 

comments. 

(S17)

As emotional aspects, 13 students see homework assessment as a worrying and 

tedious situation. The reason for that is mostly defined as feeling anxious (f=7) in 

reading out the answers in front of the class when the teacher demands because it 
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causes a sense of guilt towards teacher when the student did not complete the 

homework. 

Bu biraz ºĵrenciye gºre deĵiĸiyor bence. 

Bazē arkadaĸlarēmēz ºdev yapmasalar da 

ekinmiyorlar ve ºdevi yapmadēm 

diyebiliyorlar arka arkaya. Ben ºdev 

yapmadēĵēmda kontrol edileceĵi zaman 

kendimi kºt¿ hissediyorum. (¥1) 

 

¥devin kontrol edilmesi beni ºdev 

yaparken bile etkiliyor. ¢oĵu ºdevi sadece 

kontrol edileceĵi iin yapēyorum ¿nk¿ 

ºĵretmenimiz sebebini sorguluyor ve 

benim bazen bir sebebim olmayabiliyor. 

(¥22) 

I think that depends on the student. 

Although some of our friends do not 

complete homework, they do not hesitate 

to state that. When I do not complete my 

homework, I feel bad. (S1) 

 

Being aware that the task will be 

assessed effects me even doing it. I 

complete most of the homework because 

they will be checked. Our teacher 

questions the reason of not doing 

homework and I sometimes donôt have 

any answers. (S22) 

Moreover, most of the students state that if they know that the homework will be 

assessed, they feel responsibility of completing it. So, assessing promotes sense of 

responsibility in some students.  

¥devin kontrol edilmesi bazen bende 

endiĸeye sebep oluyor ¿nk¿ ingilizceyle 

ilgili danēĸabileceĵim kimse yok ailemde. 

Ancak yine de ºdev kontrol edileceĵi iin 

¿zerimde bir sorumluluk hissediyorum ve 

bu da ºdevi dikkatli yapmamē saĵlēyor. 

¥dev kontrol¿ kesinlikle faydalē. (¥4) 

 

Eĵer konu eksiĵim varsa ve o ºdevde 

zorlanēyorsam bazen ºdev 

yapmayabiliyorum. Bºyle zamanlarda 

ºdevin kontrol edileceĵi aklēma geliyor ve 

bu beni yapmaya teĸvik ediyor ¿nk¿ 

sorumsuz olarak tanēnmak istemiyorum 

sizin tarafēnēzdan. (¥10) 

 Homework assessment makes me anxious 

sometimes because I donôt have someone 

in the family to ask for help. Hovewer, as 

you will check the assignments, I feel 

responsible to do it and this encourages 

me to complete the work carefully. I think 

homework tasks should be checked. (S14) 

 

If I'm short on the subject and have a 

hard time doing that homework, 

sometimes I donôt complete the task. At 

such times I remember that homework 

will be checked and this encourages me 

to do it as I donôt want to be known as 

an irresponsible person by you. (S10)

The expressions of the researcher also indicate that homework assessment has an 

impact on homework performance in terms of completion and emphasis of quality. 

I give homework to the students to see if they follow the lessons and if they are ready 

to continue with the next class. If I donôt check their work, I observe indifference 

towards homework in time and get no idea about their improvement. They also feel 

the need to complete assignments and pay attention to their answers. 

(May, 2019-Teacherôs Diary) 

As it can be concluded from the data, assessment as part of homework actually 

promotes students to complete the task. On the contrary, there are also opinions 
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that assessment causes worriness especially when they are evaluated in the class as 

students who feel incompetent in English classes do not trust to their individual 

work. 

Studentsô Reflections of Individual Homework: The data about studentsô reflections 

on homework practices in English classes are provided by addressing several 

questions about the present homework model followed in English classes at that 

time and when students are asked questions about the impacts of individual 

homework in terms of academic and regular life, it is concluded that the collected 

data might be divided into two sub-themes as strengths and weaknesses. Uttering 

on the strengths of the individual homework practices, almost all students 

emphasize that it provides reinforcement, enhances self-responsibility, and 

promotes academic success and proving self. 

19 students define homework as a tool to enable reinforcing for English classes. 

Also 9 of the students state if it were not for homework practices in English 

classes, they would probably not review the class. 

¥devler pekiĸtirme yºntemiyle hem 

ºĵrendiĵimiz bilgileri tekrar ettiriyor 

hem de unutmamē engelliyor. Bunun da 

baĸarēmē arttērdēĵēnē d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. (¥8) 

 

¥dev, dersin olmazsa olmazē bence. 

¥dev verilen dersleri daha ok 

seviyorum ve konuyu tekrar etmiĸ 

oluyorum. ¥dev verilmeyen dersleri 

kendi isteĵimle tekrar ettiĵimi 

sºyleyemem. (¥26) 

 

¥devi tanēmlarken de sºylediĵim gibi, 

ºdevler sayesinde ingilizce derslerinde 

ºzellikle kelimeleri pekiĸtirmiĸ 

oluyorum. (¥6) 

 

Homework makes us revise the topic by 

reinforcing and avoids me from forgetting 

the new learnings, which promotes my 

success in foreign language. (S8) 

 

I think homework is a must in learning. I 

like the classes that teachers assign 

homework. When I do homework, I have 

the chance to revise the topics. To be 

honest, I do not review the subjects if 

there is not any homework given. (S26) 

 

As I inferred by defining homework, 

thanks to the assignments, I remember 

the important vocabularies and 

reinforce them during completing the 

task. (S6) 

11 students underline the effect of the present homework practices as improving 

success in English classes. In parallel to those statements, some participants claim 

that if they give importance to tasks assigned by the teacher, they become more 

competent during the class and in exams.  
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é ºdevler sonuta derslerde boĸuna  

verilmiyor. Bazen canēmēz istemese de ya 

da kendimiz zorlansak da aslēnda ºdevler 

bizim baĸarēmēzē arttērēyor ¿nk¿ konuyla 

ilgili pratik yapēyoruz. (¥12) 

 

éºdevin baĸarēmē arttērdēĵēnē 

sºyleyebilirim ¿nk¿ sēnavlardan ºnce ok 

alēĸan bir ºĵrenci deĵilim. Sēnēfta da ºdev 

yapmayan bir ºĵrenci olarak tanēnmak 

istemediĵim iin ºdevlerimi bir ĸekilde 

tamamlēyorum ve onlardan edindiĵim 

bilgiler sēnavda karĸēma ēkabiliyor. (¥2) 

 

Hem sºzl¿ notu aēsēndan hem de 

ºdevleri yaparken konuyu tekrar 

ettiĵimizden, ºdevler baĸarēmēzē 

etkiliyordur bence. Zaten etkisi olmasa 

neden ºdev diye bir ĸey olsun ki. Ama 

doĵruyu sºylemek gerekirse, bazen sērf 

gºrevim olduĵu iin yapēyorum ºzellikle 

sevmediĵim tarzda ºdevleri. Onlarēn 

katkēsē yoktur bence. (¥15) 
 
 

é as homework is not given to no 

purpose. Even sometimes it is boring 

and difficult to complete individually, 

they actually promote our success as we 

practice the subjects. (S12) 

 

é so I can say that homework provides 

me to be more successful as I donôt 

study hard before the exams. I donôt 

want to be known for my deficiency in 

homework completion. So, I generally 

finish my task and some information 

that I learned during doing homework 

sometimes appear in exams. (S2) 

 

In terms of homework performance and 

revising subjects, I believe assignments 

have a positive effect on our academic 

success. If there wasnôt any impact, 

there would not be homework given in 

the classes. Sometimes I do some 

homework just because it is my duty and 

I donôt think they have a positive impact 

on success. (S15) 

 

The data shows that the students generally believe that homework in English 

classes make them to revise the topic. As a result, some of the students believe 

they become competent in language learning. Besides, assignments give students 

opportunity to show their level of success. In other words, homework practices 

help them to prove themselves in English classes. 

¥zellikle ºdevin bireysel olmasē 

kendimi ingilizce dersinde kanētlamamē 

saĵlēyor. Bu sayede sēnēfta iyi bir 

izlenim bērakabiliyorum. (¥19) 

 

¥zellikle araĸtērma ºdevi verdiĵinizde 

farklē bilgiler ediniyorum ve 

ºĵrendiklerimi baĸka derslerde ya da 

hayatta kullanabiliyorum. Mesela 

Londraônēn turistik yerleriyle ilgili bir 

araĸtērma ºdevi vermiĸtiniz. Daha sonra 

Ķnkēlap Tarihi dersinde Londraôyla ilgili 

bir konu geti ve derste bildiklerimi 

sēnēfla paylaĸmēĸtēm. (¥1) 

 

Ķngilizce ºdevlerimi yaptēĵēmda, kontrol 

ederken sºz hakkē alarak ve verdiĵim 

cevaplarē deĵerlendirerek hem kendime 

hem de size dersteki baĸarēmē kanētlamēĸ 

oluyorum. (¥7) 

Especially individual homework helps 

me to prove my success in English to the 

teacher and class. As a result, I make a 

good impression in the classroom. (S19) 

 

Especially when you give a research 

assignment, I get different information 

and use what I have learned in other 

courses. For example, you once gave me 

a task  on London's tourist attractions. 

Later on, in the History of Revolution 

course, a topic was discussed about 

London and I shared my own 

knowledge. (S1) 

 

When I complete my homework, share 

my answers with the class and evaluate 

them during homework sessions, I have 

the chance to prove myself in the class. 

(S7)
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The dialogue that was noted down by the teacher on the diary also corroborates the 

quotatitons above:  

While I check the homework in the classroom, I often realize that students feel to 

prove themselves and compete with each other. 

Teacher: It is nice to see that you (student 9) have completed your homework. 

Student 11: Miss, I always do my homework because I like English so much. 

Student 9: Thatôs not about you right now. 

(Teacherôs Diary-March, 2019) 

Another major point in defining the impacts of homework is shown up as 

enhancing the sense of responsibility of individual (f=16). Similarly, one of the 

participants state that if they have a task that should be completed, she is first busy 

with that and plans the time accordingly. Therefore, homework is perceived as a 

tool that improves planning skills in company with self responsibility.  

éBazē ºdevlerin bana bir katkēsē 
olmadēĵēnē da d¿ĸ¿nsem yapmak zorunda 
hissediyorum. (¥3) 
 
¥zellikle sizin hazērladēĵēnēz ºdevler 
eĵlenceli olabiliyor ama bazē ºdevleri 
yapmak iin yapēyorum ¿nk¿ sorumsuz 
gºz¿kmek istemiyorum. Bu da g¿n¿m¿ 
ºdeve gºre planlamamē saĵlēyor. (¥15) 
 
¥devlerin olumlu etkisi var ¿zerimde. Bana 
ºĵrenci olarak sorumluluklarēmē 
hatērlatēyor. ¥devi bir sorumluluk olarak 
gºrd¿ĵ¿m iin, kendi zamanēmē ona gºre 
planlamam lazēm. (¥19) 
 
Ķngilizce dersini seviyorum ve ºdevlerden 
eksi almak istemiyorum. Ayrēca ºdev 
yapmayan arkadaĸlar bana sorumsuz 
geliyorlar. Bu y¿zden ºzellikle eĵer uzun 
s¿recek bir ºdevim varsa zamanēmē 
planlēyorum ki ºdevimi tamamlayabileyim. 
(¥25) 

éEven some assignment do not contribute 
to me, I feel the need to complete it. (S3) 
 
Especially the homework prepared by the 
teacher can be fun but sometimes I 
complete homework only for not to seem 
irresponsible. That teaches me to plan my 
time according to the task. (S15) 
 
Homework has a positive impact on me. It 
reminds me that I have responsibilities as 
a student. As I think homework is a self- 
responsibility, I should arrange the time. 
(S19) 
 
I enjoy English classes and I sonôt want to 
have a minus grade in homework. Besides, 
people that do not complete their tasks 
seems like irresponsible in the class. So, if 
I especially have a complex homework, I 
plan my time in order to do my homework 
precisely. (S25) 
 

When looking through the observation notes, there are also statements of the researcher 

that supports the data collected by the students pointing out homework practices 

enhance self responsibility among students and in parallel to that, they learn planning.  

A student complained about the homework given the other day as she couldnôt watch her 
favourite series. Afterwards, some students murmured that the homework given form the 
book was boring. Even so, they stated that they completed it. So, even they donôt have the 
desire of doing it, some students complete homework only because it is a responsibility.
        

(March, 2019-Teacherôs Diary) 
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Based on the quotations taken from the data, except feeling self responsibility, 

students often feel responsible towards their teachers and families while doing 

individual tasks. Especially the students who have a high rate of completing 

homework hesitate to be known as indifferent to the lesson by the teacher. 

Ķngilizce ºdevlerimizi hocamēz ok 

ºnemsiyor. Bu y¿zden eskiden ok fazla 

ºdev yapmayan bir ºĵrenci olarak, 

olumsuz bir izlenim yaratmamak iin 

sorumluluĵumu yerine getiriyorum.(¥7) 

 

¥devi sevsem de sevmesem de yapmam 

gerekir ¿nk¿ sorumluluĵum olduĵunu 

d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. ¥dev yapmadēĵēm zaman 

aldēĵēm eksinin sºzl¿ notumu 

etkilemesinden ve ailemin bunu 

duymasēndan ekiniyorum ¿nk¿ bana 

ºdev yapmam iin her ĸartē saĵlēyorlar. 

(¥22) 

English homework practices are really 

important for our teacher. Hence, as a 

student who was not doing homework 

most of the time, I fulfil my responsibility 

to make a good impression. (S7) 

 

Even I like the task or not, I think I chould 

complete the homework as it is my 

responsibility. When I donôt do my 

homework, I get a minus and this effects 

our performance grades. I donôt want my 

parents to become aware of that as they 

fulfil all  the conditions for me to study. 

(S22) 

When the data about the sense of responsibility are considered deeply, there are 

also statements that show students feel responsibility towards others rather than 

self, which actually might trigger negative perceptions about homework practices.

Bence biroĵumuz ºdevi sizin gºz¿n¿ze 

girebilmek iin yapēyor. ¥dev kontrol 

listesini takip ettiĵiniz iin ve d¿ĸ¿k not 

korkusundan bir ĸekilde o ºdevi 

tamamlēyorlar. Sonuta o ºdevi nereden 

tamamladēĵnē bilmiyoruz ama yine de 

yapmēĸ sayēlēyor. Bu ĸekilde yapēlan ºdevin 

bence faydasē olmuyor. (¥21) 

 

¥dev yapmadēĵēmda kontrol edilirken 

benim ºdevimin eksik olmasē ve hocamēn 

bana laf sºylemesinden korkuyorum.   

 

Aileme karĸē sorumlu hissederim. Ķngilizce 

derslerinde ºdevin ok ºnemli olduĵunu 

biliyorum ve bºyle olduĵu iin toplantēlarda 

ºdevi yapmayan ºĵrencilerin velilerine 

sºyleniyor. Eĵer ben de ºdevlerimi 

yapmazsam aileme sºyleneceĵinden 

ekiniyorum ve bu y¿zden ºdevleri en ok 

ailemi ¿zmemek iin yapēyorum. ¢¿nk¿ 

onlar istediĵim her ĸeyi yapēyorlar. (¥16) 

 

Siz bu kadar uĵraĸērken bana verilen bir 

ºdevi yapmazsam size saygēsēzlēk ettiĵimi 

d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. (¥11) 

I think most of us complete homework to 

win your favour. As there is a checklist that 

you follow, they hesitate to have a low 

grade and complete the homework 

somehow. When no care is given, I donôt 

think that kind of work is useful. (S21) 

 

 

 

I don't like to be in a situation that my 

teacher asks the reason of not doing 

homework. 

 

I feel responsible towards my family. I know 

that homework is very important in English 

classes, and that is why our parents are 

informed about our homework 

performance. If I don't do my homework at 

all, I'm afraid that my parents hear it. So, I 

do my homework to avoid upsetting them as 

they fulfil everything I want. (S16) 

 

I think I'm disrespecting you if I don't do a 

homework assignment while you're trying 

so hard for us. (S11)  
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Based upon the data, 9 students stated that they do their homework just because 

they feel there is an authority they need to answer, which actually shows that they 

do not get the main point of homework practices. Thus, feeling responsibility 

might turn into a pressure which should be stated as a weakness as it causes 

alienation from English classes. Besides feeling pressure, other weaknesses 

emerged from the data as being competitive, causing anxiety and being useless are 

mentioned by the students. In addition, if there is no homework given, 4 students 

indicate that they get rid of parental pressure and feeling anxious about the lesson. 

Ķngilizce konusunda ok baĸarēlē olmadēĵēm 

iin, ºdev verildiyse birlikte kontrol 

edilirken ºdevi yapmēĸ olsam bile sessiz 

kalmayē tercih ediyorum ¿nk¿ 

cevaplarēmdan emin olmadēĵēmdan bana 

g¿l¿ns¿n istemiyorum. (¥9) 

 

Sēnēfta cevaplarē okumam istenirse derse 

ilgim azalēyor ¿nk¿ ºdevimi birinden 

yardēm almadan iyi tamamladēĵēma 

inanmēyorum. (¥22) 

 

Ķngilizcem iyi deĵil. Bu y¿zden ºdevlerde 

pek bir ĸey yapamēyorum. Bazen yapan 

arkadaĸlarēmdan yardēm alēyorum ama sēnēf 

iinde herkes birbirini rakip gºrd¿ĵ¿nden, 

yardēmlaĸma da pek yok. Sºz hakkē 

almaktan da bu y¿zden ekiniyorum. (¥18) 

 As I am not competitive in English, when 

there is a homework given and is evaluated 

with the whole class, I hesitate to share my 

answers. As I am not sure about my 

answers, I donôt want to be laughed. (S9) 

 

If the teacher wants me to read my answers 

loud, I become indifferent to the lesson 

because I donôt think that I complete my 

homework properly without getting any 

help from a person. (S22) 

 

I am not good at English. So, I cannot 

complete the tasks properly. Sometimes I 

get help from friends but there is a rivalry 

in our class among students and it hinders 

cooperation. As a result, I hesitate to share 

my answers. (S18)  

Based on the collected data, some students emphasize that some of their 

classmates match their answers against others which results in a competitive 

environment. As a result, especially students who feel insufficient about English 

are becoming alienated to the lesson on homework evaluation, which is actually 

defined as quite important by the teacher.  

We sometimes check the answers of the homework with the whole class to form a 

more interactive lesson. At those times, I observe that only the students who 

represent a high performance both in homework and exams take part in evaluation. 

Others who feel ineligible hesitate to share their answers or some of them behave as 

if they have completed their work.     

(Observation Notes-March, 2019) 

Especially students who are showing low performance in completing homework 

state that they get bored during completing assignments as they donôt feel 

themselves competent in answering the questions. It can be claimed that for some 
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students, especially showing low-performance in homework, individual 

assignments are causing anxiety against the lesson and pressure on the student. 

 When I was looking over to the homework checklist and asked the low- performance 

students the reason of it, they kept silent or made some excuses and asked if I report 

it to the parents.     

(Teacherôs Diary-March, 2019) 

4.2. Ideas about Improving Ideal Homework 

The data obtained from the studentsô statements involve information also about 

their ideas on an ideal homework in English classes as one of the purposes of the 

present study is to redesign a homework model which is practical. The major 

codes that emerged from the data analysis are defined as homework practices 

should promote interaction, arouse interest, ensure using target language and 

assist for the exams. There are also 2 students that did not share ideas about ideal 

homework and 4 students prefer traditional homework model in English lessons 

because of various reasons, which will be announced during data analysis.  

In order to obtain data, the relationship between the model of homework and the 

desire to do it is questioned and 18 participants reveal that their desire to complete 

tasks is directly related to the style of homework. As a response to the question 

about their preferences on English homework, the students mostly (f=16) promote 

the idea of interaction in English assignments and commented that they can be 

supplied through media supported tasks, communication and collaboration during 

homework completion and assessment or carrying out group works. 

Ķngilizce ºdevleri internet ¿zerinden 

yazēĸarak yapēlsa ya da kendi aramēzda 

online m¿nazara gibi ºdevleri tartēĸsak 

bence baĸarēmēza daha ok etkisi olur 

¿nk¿ artēk herkes internette. (¥26) 

 

Sēkēcē ºdevleri sevmiyorum. Mesela 

kitaptaki ºdevler bana sēkēcē ve basit 

geliyor. Ama mesela EBAô dan 

gºnderdiĵiniz ºdevler ilgimi ekiyor. 

Hem izleyerek hem de dinleyerek 

yapēlacak ºdevler oluyor bazen. Bence o 

ĸekilde daha iyi ºĵreniyoruz. (¥7) 

If we carry out homework via internet 

such as chatting or organize online 

debates and make discussions, it will 

probably improve our English success 

as everyone is an internet user. (S26) 

 

I don't like boring tasks. For example, 

assignments on the book seem boring 

and easy to me. However, I enjoy 

homework via EBA, as the tasks are 

completed by watching and listening. 

Such kind of homework helps us more in 

learning. (S7)  
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Apart from making use of internet in homework practices, the students who 

support interaction in tasks define ideal homework as assignments which enable 

them to build communication with a real person. As in quotations below, it is 

highlighted by most of the participants (f=19) that if homework practices contain 

collaboration, promote building groups or a community; they would probably 

complete the tasks more willingly.  

¥devlerin hepsi olsun demiyorum ama 

bazen ºdevleri grup olarak yapabiliriz. 

Ben Ķngilizce dersinde topluluk olarak 

yapēlan ºdevleri seviyorum ¿nk¿ kendi 

baĸēma ºdev konusunda baĸarēlē deĵilim. 

¥yle olunca da kendi baĸēma yapmak 

bazen sēkēcē ve zor oluyor. (¥22) 

 

Verdiĵiniz ºdev t¿r¿, tamamlama 

isteĵimi etkiliyor. Baĸkalarēnē dahil 

ederek yapēlan ºdevleri daha ok 

seviyorum ¿nk¿ bana daha eĵlenceli 

geliyor. Mesela aile ¿yelerimize sorular 

sorarak yapacaĵēmēz ºdevler. (¥11)  

 

Bence Ķngilizce ºdevlerinde karĸēlēklē 

konuĸmalar ve iletiĸim olmalē. Sonuta 

bu bir matematik dersi gibi deĵil. Bir dil 

ºĵreniyoruz ve ben aēkasē en ok 

diyalog oluĸturduĵumuz ve beraber 

sunduĵumuz tarz ºdevleri falan daha 

istekli yapēyorum ve ºĵrendiklerimi 

unutmuyorum. (¥23) 

 

Ķngilizce ºdevlerinin iletiĸim kurmayē 

desteklemesi gerekiyor bence ¿nk¿ dil 

iletiĸim kurmaya yarayan bir ĸey. Test 

sorularē ºzerek ve birbirimizle bunlarē 

yarēĸtērarak dil ºĵrenemeyiz bence. (¥2) 

 

 

 

I donôt say that all the homework 

assignments should be group work but 

sometimes we can conduct them in groups. 

In English classes, I like doing tasks 

together with the community because I am 

not good at completing homework 

individually. So, doing homework on my 

own feels boring and hard. (S22)  

 

The type of assignment you give has an 

effect on my motivation. I love the 

homework I need to do together with 

someone. Assignments that are completed 

by asking questions to our family members 

can be given as an example. (S11) 

 

I think English assignments should be 

interactive and communicative. Language 

learning is not like Maths, in the end. We 

experience a foreign language and I mostly 

enjoy the tasks in which we form dialogues 

and present together. Besides, I donôt forget 

what I learnt during those tasks. (S23) 

 

English homework should promote 

interaction as it is a language that is used 

for the aim of communication. I donôt think 

that we will be able to acquire English by 

solving multiple choice questions and 

competing with each other. (S2) 
 

Along with communication, it is also deduced from data that almost all the 

students (f=17) react positive to help each other for homework. Besides, not only 

students who perform low homework performance but also students who are good 

at fulfilling them state that collaboration during homework practices enhance the 

motivation and cooperation in class, which actually misses among them. 
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Ķngilizce ºdevlerini yaparken 

zorlanēyorum ve konularē da tam olarak 

bilmediĵim iin kaynaklarē da tam 

olarak kullanamēyorum. Daha ºnce 

dediĵim gibi, Ķngilizce konusunda kºt¿ 

olduĵum iin de, bireysel ºdevleri tek 

baĸēma yapmak zor ve sēkēcē geliyor. Bu 

y¿zden eĵer ben karar verseydim, 

Ķngilizce ºdevlerinde yardēmlaĸma ve 

ºdevi beraber tamamlamaya izin 

verirdim. Bireysel ºdevlerde bazen 

arkadaĸlardan yardēm aldēĵēmda bir 

ĸeyler anlēyorum aslēnda. O y¿zden 

ºdevleri beraber yapmak bana faydalē 

olurdu. (¥10) 

 

 

Sēnfēmēz iletiĸim konusunda biraz zayēf. 

Bu y¿zden belli kiĸiler birbirleriyle 

yardēmlaĸēyor. Eĵer ºdevlerde iĸbirliĵi 

yapmamēz gerekirse sēnēf iinde 

etkileĸimin de artacaĵēnē d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. 

Hem bºylece ºdev performansē d¿ĸ¿k 

olan arkadaĸlar da ºdev sorumluluĵu 

edinirler ¿nk¿ yardēm alabilirler. (¥13) 

 

 

 

I have difficulty in doing English 

homework and as I am not exactly good 

at the covered subject, I do not have an 

idea which source to use. As I 

mentioned, individual tasks are difficult 

and boring because I am not good at 

learning English. If I had the chance to 

form a new homework for English 

classes, I would let the students to help 

each other and produce a common work. 

I sometimes ask for help to my friends 

during individual homework and 

actually I understand the task when I get 

help. Thus, collaboration during 

homework completion might be useful 

for me in terms of English classes. (S10)  

  

Our class is poor in interacting with 

each other. As a result, there are certain 

groups who only help each other. If 

homework makes us to cooperate doring 

the task, I think students will start to 

make contacts. In that way, our friends 

who show low performance in 

completing homework might start to give 

importance to their responsibilities as 

they can get help. (S13)  

In common with the statements of students about ideal homework promoting 

collaboration and communication, observations noted down by the researcher also 

correspond to similar points. 

Sometimes in the classroom, I want the students to ask questions to each other about 

the present topic or we organize vocabulary tournaments in groups. In one of those 

lessons I realized that students give their best to complete the game or answer the 

questions asked by the other student. What is surprising is that some of those 

students do not have any relationship normally.  

(Observation Notes-April, 2019) 

Besides the statemens emphasizing that homework in English classes should be 

interactive and enable the students communicating with each other during the task, 

there is a significant amount of participants who identify their ideal homework as 

being interesting and practical. Consequently, one of the main complaints of 

students (f=15) is boring and useless tasks.  
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¥devlerin sēkēcē olmamasēnē isterdim. 

Bazē ºdevleri sadece eksi almayayēm 

diye yapēyorum ve anlamsēz gelebiliyor 

bana. Ama bizi konuda 

sēnērlandērmadēĵēnēz zaman, mesela 

m¿zik gruplarēyla ilgili ºdevde kendi 

hayalimizdeki m¿zik grubunu oluĸturma 

ºdevi gibi, ºdeve karĸē ok istekli 

oluyorum. (¥4) 

 

Benim ºdevlerle ilgili en b¿y¿k sēkēntēm 

sēkēcē olmalarē. Yani ºdevlerimiz her derste 

genelde kaĵēt ºdevleri, test ºz¿yoruz falan. 

Ķngilizce dersinde de aēkasē sevmediĵim 

ºdevler oluyor. ¥zellikle c¿mleleri 

d¿zenleme ya da kitabēn alēĸtērma 

kēsmēndaki ºdevler. Onlarē yaparken iim 

daralēyor. Ama mesela geen verdiĵiniz 

videolu ºdev g¿zeldi. Hem video sayesinde 

canlandērabildik kafamēzda, hem de ilgi 

ekici bir konuydu ve o ºdevden artē aldēm.  

 

éBize ilkokulda kitabē deftere yazma 

ya da bir kelimeyi 100 kere yazma ºdevi 

verirlerdi. Hibir iĸime yaramadē. Zaten 

bºyle ingilizce sevilmez ki. (¥22) 

 

¥dev eĵer gerekiyse ve sonrasēnda 

aklēmda kalacak bir etkinlikse o ºdevi 

seviyorum. Mesela geen dºnem 3. 

¦nitede sevdiĵimiz bir yemeĵin tarifini 

kendi video ya da resimlerimizle 

anlatma ºdevinde ºĵrendiĵim kelimeleri 

hala unutmadēm. Ama test ºdevleri, 

kitap ºdevleri falan; bunlar bana ok 

sēkēcē geliyor ve bazen doldurup 

geiyorum ya da hi yapmēyorum ¿nk¿ 

ilgimi ekmeyince nasēl yapmam 

gerektiĵine de kafa yormuyorum. (¥15) 

I wish homework practices were not 

boring. I finish some homework only not 

to get a minus on the checklist and 

seems useless to me. But if you do not 

limit us, as in the homework in which we 

created our dream music band, I become 

quite willing to do it. (S4) 

 

My biggest trouble about homework is 

that it makes me feel bored. Well, we 

generally get paper tasks on classes or 

we solve tests. There are also some 

assignments in English class that I donôt 

enjoy. Especially reordering sentences 

or doing practice parts of the book 

bothers me. However, the video 

assignment was entertaining. We had 

the chance to picture it on our minds 

and it also was an attractive topic to 

deal with. So, I got a plus for that task. 

 

éIn primary school, they gave us the 

task of writing a book or writing a word 

100 times. It didn't enhance my level. So, 

how would it be possible to like English 

classes? (S22) 

 

If the homework is practical and a catch 

activity, I enjoy it. For example, you 

wanted us to prepare a video or an 

album of ourselves during preparing our 

favourite meal. I still remember the 

vocabulary I learnt then. However 

excessive multiple choice questions or 

practices on book; they make me feel 

bored. As a result, I just fill them 

randomly or do not complete at all. If 

the task does not attract my attention, I 

do not consider how to do it. (S15)  

12 participants mention that English homework preferred for classes should be 

fruitful and attractive. Also depending on the data taken from observation notes, it 

can be emphasized that the context of homework is one of the important elements 

in shaping studentsô reactions.  

After that dayôs lesson was finished, the students were given sentence completion 

homework related to the covered topic.Student 9,  one of the successful students in 

homework performance, complained about the homework and claimed that such kind 

of homework practices are like Maths exercises. After a week, he didnôt complete the 

tasks.        

(Observation Notes-March, 2019)   
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Use of target language is also underlined by some of the students (f=7) when they 

are asked about their ideal homework in English classes. As they seem avoiding 

from speaking in English during the lessons, it is surprising that they want to use 

target language actively in homework practices.  

Mesela kitap ya da c¿mleyi d¿zenleme 
gibi ĸeyleri sevmiyorum. Ķngilizceyi 
kullandēĵēmēz ºdevler olduĵunda 
isteĵim artēyor. Mesela bir konuyla ilgili 
ĸarkē yazma ya da yorum yapma 
ºdevlerini istekli yapēyorum. (¥1) 
 

I donôt like assignments in book or 
sentence correction. I am interested in 
homework that promotes using English. 
For example, I am willing to do tasks 
like writing songs or commenting on a 
subject. (S1) 

Ne kadar sēnēfta ekinsem de, yabancē 
dili konuĸarak ºĵrenebileceĵimi 
d¿ĸ¿n¿yorum. Ve bunu yapabileceĵim 
iki yol var. Biri internet ¿zerinden 
yabancē arkadaĸ edinmek diĵeri de az 
ok Ķngilizce bilen kiĸilerle pratik 
yapmak, sēnēf arkadaĸlarēmēz gibi 
mesela. Bu y¿zden ºdevler ingilizce 
konuĸma olmasa da kullanmaya teĸvik 
ederse bana daha faydalē geliyor. (¥6) 
 
Aile ¿yelerimizle ya da arkadaĸlarēmēzla 
konuĸmaya teĸvik eden ºdevleri 
seviyorum. Yabancē dil konuĸmaya 
alēĸmak eĵlenceli geliyor bana ¿nk¿ 
bence bu konuda iyiyim. (¥11) 

Even I hesitate in class; I think I can learn 
English through speaking. I have to 
choices of providing it. One is having an 
online friend who is a foreigner and 
another is doing practice with people who 
can use English more or less, like our 
classmates. So, even there is no speaking 
in homework tasks, there should be a part 
we use English as a target language. It 
seems much more useful to me. (S6)  
 
I really like tasks that enable us to ask 
questions to our family members or 
friends. It is fun to communicate in 
foreign language as I I think I am 
capable of it. (S11) 

The last idea of the students about designing ideal homework for English classes is 

about exams. Even most of the students prefer methods of homework that 

promotes communication and interaction, or deals with the attractiveness of the 

task, some also emphasize that it should involve preparation for the exams. 5 

participants express that homework should help them to be prepared for the school 

and placement exams like LGS. 

LGSô de ēkan konulardan ºdev 

verilmelidir bence. Bºylece sēnavdan 

ºnce eksiklerimizi fark edip 

ºĵretmenimize veya arkadaĸlarēmēza 

sorup eksiĵi tamamlayabiliriz. (¥21) 

 

Sonuta bir sēnava hazērlanēyoruz. Bu 

y¿zden bence ºdevlerimiz daha sēnava 

yºnelik olabilir. ¥devler ºyle olunca 

hem okul sēnavlarēnda da ok 

zorlanmayēz ve belli hedefi olan kiĸilerle 

olmayanlar ºdev performansēndan 

anlaĸēlēr. (¥7) 

 

 I think homework should be given from 

the topics asked in LGS. Thus, before the 

exam, we can find out what we are 

missing and ask the teacher or our 

friends for help. (S21) 

 

In the end, we are getting prepared for a 

placement exam. So, our homework 

should be shaped based on that. As a 

result, we will not face with big 

problems in school exams in that case 

and the teacher can find out from 

homework performances whether the 

students have a purpose about further 

education. (S7)  
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Similar to the preferences of students about English homework practices, the 

teacher also mentioned similar points in her diary: 

Today, I collected the homework papers of students and distribute them back 

randomly. I wanted them to check their friendsô homework and do such corrections 

and feedbacks that are helpful for him/her. Even there were some students who tried 

to misuse the activity, it was surprisingly fun and after it was finished, most of the 

students offer me to do it always.I also observed that they can act as a supportive 

community if they want. I probably repeat that kind of evaluation. 

      (Teacherôs Dairy-April, 2019) 

As one of the aims in the present study is to design a homework model that 

appeals to student needs and interests in order to improve homework performance 

and as a result, English competency, the researcher collected data about the needs 

and opinions of the students. Based on the major codes identified during data 

analysis, the researcher designed a homework model for English classes and in 

order to see the reactions, she conducted discussions about the new model and 

experienced it for a week as a pilot study. The coming section shares some data 

and quotations being obtained before implementation process.  

Studentsô Reflections of the Pilot Study; After analysing data about homework 

perceptions of teachers, students and ideas about improving homework practices, 

the researcher searched for a relevant homework model that might be useful in 

FLE and came up with a modern understanding in literature. Before starting with 

the action of implementing the new homework model in English classes, the 

teacher introduced learning communities to the classroom and asked how to attach 

it with English homework. Following that, the teacher prepared a homework 

booklet that will be completed in communities in order to observe the adaptation. 

Observations related to the pilot study week and discussions about learning 

communities with the class will be reported briefly in order to show how to be 

decided on learning communities as a homework model.  

After collecting data about studentsô perceptions on present type of homework in 

English classes and get their opinions about their ideal homework, the researcher 

concluded that the problem was that the assignments are far from studentsô 

preferences and the teacher decided to improve a homework model based on 
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studentsô needs and interests. Before the implementation of CoL-based homework 

in English classes, a pilot study is conducted for a week to see their perceptions of 

working with friends in communities. For this aim, communities are given a 

fascicule by the teacher to complete it together with their community. Afterwards, 

the teacher asked their experiences of studying in communities óFun, 

collaborative, interactive and informativeô were the major points of the 

observation notes and diary of the teacher-researcher describing the practice.   

The observations of the teacher were stated as in the quotation below:  

Fascicles contain speaking or writing activities improving different skills of English. 

As they were completed together with the community in collaboration, it was fun to 

perform the task. Besides, interaction was required to fulfil the homework 

appropriately, which taught every student being a part of a whole. The students 

reacted positively to cover the fascicules with a community rather than individually. 

They stated that working with a community provided them to help each other and 

learn new things which made the practice more informative when compared to 

individual homework practices. Only 4 of the students expressed that it would not be 

possible with the present class to provide sense of community among individuals and 

2 of them complained about their community members.  

      (Observation Notes-March, 2019) 

After implementing the new method of homework as a pilot study, I realized that 

students who do not even greet each other started to spend time together after school 

to complete their common task. I think this will promote social interaction at class, 

which is one of the drawbacks.  

      (Teacherôs Diary-May, 2019) 

Bence ºdevler eĵer bu ĸekilde verilirse 

ingilizce derslerinde, ok daha fazla ĸey 

ºĵreniriz ¿nk¿ ºdevi toplulukla 

yaparken ok fazla ĸey ºĵrendim 

arkadaĸlardan ve hi sēkēlmadēk ºdev 

yaparken. (¥18) 

If English assignments are changed into 

that type of homework, I think we will 

get more information as I learned a lot 

of things while studying together thanks 

to my friends and we never got bored. 

(S18) 

Data about doing homework together with a community in pilot study also 

reflected that it is effective in improving students' sense of responsibility, 

increasing their confidence, and promoting courage as they stated they donôt feel 

alone in the study and that they share the responsibility. 

¥devin birlikte yapēlacak olmasē aslēnda 

sorumluluk duygumu arttērdē ve stresimi 

azalttē ¿nk¿ yapmadēĵēm ĸeyden sadece 

ben deĵil diĵer arkadaĸlarēm da zarar 

gºrebilir. Bu sebepten kendimizi daha 

sorumlu ve aynē zamanda rahat 

hissediyoruz. (¥2) 

The fact that the fascicles were 

completed with community actually 

increased our sense of responsibility 

because my behaviour towards 

completing homework does not only 

concern me but also my friends. For this 

reason, we felt more responsible. (S2) 
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4.3. Studentsô Perceptions about Learning Communities-Based Homework 

Action research includes an alternative problem-oriented program (Yēldērēm and 

ķimĸek, 2016). As the teacher realized decrease in studentsô homework performance in 

English classes, she looked for a solution and after questioning the perceptions of 

students on homework, she decided to improve homework practices by designing an 

adequate homework model based on the statements from participants. After reviewing 

the literature and analysing the data about ideal homework, learning communities 

understanding were decided to be applicable to design a homework model. 

Communities were defined by the teacher to fulfil the assignments together, unlike the 

individual homework, and the new homework model was started to be followed. The 

communities were shaped by the researcher according to observations, the course-

homework performance and the exam grades of the students from the first semester. 

After the implementation process, students' general perceptions about the new 

homework practices were addressed in order to obtain data and data collection was 

conducted through semi-structured focus group interviews and studentsô self reflection 

reports to reveal the perceptions about learning communities-based homework. 

Analysing reflection reports and the data collected through focus group interview, by 

considering research questions, themes were identified as impacts on cognitive 

development, social development and personal development. There were also several 

statements about weaknesses of learning communities based homework model. Lastly, 

in order to get information about the impact of the designed homework model on 

homework performance and exam results, homework checklists from two semesters and 

the exam results were compared and respresented in graphs as a data.  

4.3.1. Impacts on Cognitive-Academic Development 

Looking through the data, positive views on the impacts of learning communities based 

homework in terms of cognitive development gather around improving homework 

performance and academic success, providing brainstorming and exchange of 

knowledge, enhancing use of English, providing permanent learning and recognizing 
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mistakes. As major codes of data analysis, academic development (f=17) and enhancing 

homework performance (f=20) are the most common statements of students.  

Geen dºneme gºre ºdev performansēm bu 
dºnem arttē ¿nk¿ yeni ºdev sisteminde 
ºdev yapmama gibi bir ĸansēn yok. 
Baĸlarda aēkasē bu bana bir fērsat gibi 
gelmiĸti. Baĸkalarēnēn ºdevini yapmasēé 
Ama sonralarda kendimi topluluĵa dahil 
hissetmek beni ºdevlere karĸē isteklendirdi 
ve arkadaĸlarēma katkē saĵlamaya baĸladēm. 
Bu dºnem bireysel ºdevlerde bile eksim 
yok. (¥9) 
 
Ķngilizce dersinde ºdev tarzēnēn deĵiĸmesi 
benim sadece topluluk ºdevi performansēmē 
arttērmadē. Ayrēca bireysel olarak da 
verdiĵiniz ºdevleri de daha sēk yapmaya 
baĸladēm ¿nk¿ sēnēfta tembel gºz¿kmek 
istemiyorum. (¥13) 
 

¥dev yapmak bana sēkēcē geliyordu ve 
yapmēyordum bazen. Bu da ºdevde eksi 
almama sebep oluyordu. Kendi baĸēma 
ºdev yaptēĵēmda ºdev konusunda 
performansēm iyi deĵil ok. Ama biri 
yardēmcē olursa ya da ºdev daha eĵlenceli 
bir ºdevse yapmak istiyorum.(¥10) 
 
Dahil olduĵumuz topluluklarla ºdev 
yapmak hem ºdeve karĸē tutumumu 
deĵiĸtirdi hem de ingilizce dersinde baĸarēlē 
olabileceĵimi gºrd¿m. (¥26)  

My homework performance increased when 
compared with the last semester as we 
donôt have a chance not to complete our 
homework thanks to the new homework 
model. It seemed as a chance. Someone is 
doing your homework.  But later on, I felt 
that I belong to the community, which 
encouraged me towards homework. I didnôt 
get a minus even in individual tasks this 
semester. (S9) 
 
The change in homework style in English 
classes did not only improved my 
homework performance in community 
tasks, but also I started to complete my 
individual assignments in order not to seem 
lazy in classroom. (S13) 
 
I felt bored while doing homework and 
sometimes I didnôt complete them, which 
costed to me a minus on checklist. When I 
do homework on my own, my performance 
is low but if someone helps me or if the 
assignment is fun, I try to do it and it 
enhances my performance. (S10) 
 
Doing homework with communities 
changed my attitudes towards homework 
and I realized I can be successful in English 
classes. (S26) 

In parallel with homework performance, the data represent that fulfilling the tasks 

together as learning communities increase their grades in exams (f=11).

Ķngilizce dersinde ok baĸarēlē olmadēĵēmē 
biliyorum. Bu y¿zden de ºdev konusunda 
da eksiklerim olabiliyor. ¥devlere ºnem 
versek, sēnav sonularēmēzēn da iyi 
olacaĵēnē sºyl¿yorsunuz hep. Ben buna 
kesinlikle katēlēyorum ¿nk¿ topluluk 
ºdevlerinden sonra olduĵumuz Ķngilizce 
sēnavēnda ºdev yaparken tartēĸtēĵēmēz 
konulardan da vardē ve bu sayede daha 
y¿ksek bir not aldēm. (¥15) 
 
Sēnav sonularēm geen dºnemde iyiydi 
ama bu dºnem sēnavda sorduĵunuz soruyla 
ilgili toplulukta konuĸtuĵumuz, birbirimize 
anlattēĵēmēz konular olduysa, sēnavēm daha 
iyi geiyor. Bu da bence notlarēma katkē 
saĵlēyor. (¥8)  
 
Sēnav esnasēnda eskisi gibi rekabet ve 
gerginlik hissetmediĵim iin belki de, en 
son sēnavēmda rahattēm ve sonucum geen 
dºnem notlarēma gºre ok daha iyi. (¥4) 

I know that I am not successful at English 
classes. As a result, I have some 
deficiencies in homework practices. You 
always warn us that the tasks are directly 
related to the exams and hereby, they are 
important for our grades. I agree with that 
because in the last exam there were also 
parts about the topics we discussed in the 
learning community, which helped me to 
get a good result. (S15) 
 
My exam grades were already good but this 
semester, if there are some parts in exams 
that were covered with the communities, my 
exam goes better. I mean, learning 
communities help us to get a high grade. 
(S8) 
 
As I do not get the feeling of competition or 
anxiety during exams anymore, I was 
relaxed in the last exam. Thus, the result is 
much better than the first semester. (S4)
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Also the researcher realized the change especially in homework performance after 

adopting the new homework model in English classes. 

The students who were thinking that they are not capable of learning English are 

now taking part in activities and ask me questions about the tasks. Besides, when 

their homework checklists are compared with the former results, there is a 

considerable increase. This is also the same for individual tasks.  

(Observation Notes-May, 2019) 

Apart from the statements of students about the relationship between CoL based 

homework model and homework performance or exam results, there are also 

graphics representing the comparison of two semesters in terms of homework 

performance and academic level. The analyses of those data are mentioned in the 

last part of the result section.  

It is claimed that as students study together with their classmates in learning 

communities, they have the chance to exchange information or allowing for 

brainstorming about the homework (f=9), which might be defined as one of the 

positive views for cognitive development in data analysis.  

¥ĵrenme topluluklarēnda ºdev yaparken 

beraber hareket etmek ve birbirimize 

danēĸmak gerekiyor. Bu da bizim 

birbirimizden ºĵrendiklerimiz sayesinde 

baĸarēmēzē arttērēyor. (¥12) 

 
 

Benim iin bireysel ºdevler de bir 

sorumluluk ve yapēlmasē gerekir ama 

topluluk odaklē ºdevler ok ĸey 

ºĵretiyor bana. Mesela aramēzda konuyu 

tartēĸmak ve birbirimizle bilgilerimizi 

paylaĸmak hem ºdevin doĵruluĵunu 

arttērdē hem de birs¿r¿ farklē ĸey 

ºĵrendik. Ayrēca bu tarz ºdevlerde 

ºĵrendiklerimi unutmuyorum hemen. 

(¥17)  

 
 

Ķngilizce ºdevlerini topluluk odaklē 

yapmak birbirimizle bilgilerimizi 

paylaĸmayē ve ortak bir ºdev 

oluĸturmayē ºĵretti. Ben bu sayede 

birbirimizden de ok ĸey 

ºĵrenebileceĵimizi gºrd¿m. (¥21)  

 

In the community, we should act 

together and consult with each other. 

This situation increases our success 

thanks to the learnings from the 

community members. (S12) 

 
 
 
 

I think all the assignments should be 

done because it is our responsibility. But 

thanks to CoL based assignments, I 

learn a lot of things with the way 

brainstorming or exchanging 

information in the community. That 

helps to increase the accuracy of the 

homework. Besdes, I do not forget the 

things that I learn through interaction. 

(S17) 

 
 
 

Completing English homework in 

learning communities taught me to share 

our knowledge with each other and 

design a common task. Thanks to this, I 

realized that there are lots of things we 

can learn from each other. (S21)   

Apart from the data collected through focus group interview, students also express 

their own ideas about CoL-based homework in reflective reports. One of the 
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participants impress that learning communities understanding in homework 

practices provide discussions among individuals and change of information.  

At first, I did not believe that performing learning communities would be possible in 

our class as we do not have the sense of being a class. However, maybe against the 

fear of failure in homework practices, we got used to reason about the task together 

with our community as knowledge grows when shared. 

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

Motivation in foreign language learning is a commonly mentioned characteristic in 

literature by most of the authorities. Similarly, the students minded motivation and 

18 out of 24 partipants remarked that along with the adoption of new homework 

model in English classes, by becoming more motivated to complete the tasks and 

take part in homework discussions or assessments, they become more competent.  

Hibir dersi ºdev olmadan 

d¿ĸ¿nemiyorum ama ºnemli olan nasēl 

ºdevler olduĵu. Bu dºnem ºdev 

yºntemimizin deĵiĸmesi ok iyi oldu. 

Tek baĸēma ºdev yapmak sēkēcē 

geliyordu. ķimdi beraber bir ĸeyler 

yapmak ºdev yapma isteĵimi arttērēyor. 

 

 

¥ĵrenme topluluklarēnda birbirimize 

yardēm etme ĸansēmēzēn olmasē 

motivasyonumu arttērdēĵē iin 

performansēmē da arttērēyor. (¥13) 

 

¥dev yapma konusunda istekli 

olmayēnca o ºdev ne kadar basit de olsa 

yapmadēĵēm zamanlar oluyordu. ķuan 

toplulukla ºdev yapmak ve sorumluluĵu 

beraber ¿stlenmek beni rahatlatēyor. Bu 

da hem derste hem de ºdevde baĸarēmē 

arttērdē bence. (¥3) 

 

I can't think of any lessons without 

homework, but the important thing is the 

design of it. Our new homework 

practices are useful in learning. I felt 

boring during completing homework on 

my own. Now, working with the 

community promotes my desire to 

complete homework. 

 

In learning communities based homework 

we have the chance to help and motivate 

each other, which has a positive impact on 

homework performance. (S13) 

 

If I am not willing to complete the 

homework, there were times I did not do 

it. However, with the new understing in 

homework practices, doing homework in 

community and sharing the 

responsibility relieves me. Eventually, I 

think it enhances my performance in 

classes and homework. (S3) 

Increasing motivation has also been one of the gains of CoL-based homework that 

is realized and included in researcherôs observations.  

It was not the day for presentations of learning communities and discussions of 

homework practices. Nevertheless, students were quite willing to share their answers 

for individual homework during assessment, which was actually not much possible 

earlier. I think this is about the motivation that the communities provided each other 

during studying together. As they react positively towards tasks, they also maintain it 

for individual homework, either. 

       (Teacherôs Diary-May, 2019) 
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As stated in previous sections of results, students underline use of target language 

in homework practices. As a result, the teacher designed the new homework model 

within this scope and the concept of CoL ï based homework in English classes 

required using target language during all the processes in homework tasks. Hence, 

13 students identify that they have the opportunity to make use of English during 

preparation of task and presentation, which is stated as one of the positive impacts 

of designed homework model.  

¥devde belirlenen kelimeleri kullanarak 

bir text ya da diyalog hazērlamak, 

Ķngilizceyi pratiĵe yºnelik kullanmamēzē 

saĵlēyor. Bizi yºnlendiren kalēp sorular 

yerine, bir ĸeyler ortaya ēkardēĵēmēz 

ºdevler Ķngilizceyi istediĵimiz gibi 

kullandērēyor. Bu bence dil ºĵrenmek 

iin test sorularēndan, boĸluk 

doldurmadan ok daha etkili. (¥19) 

 

Ben Ķngilizceyi kullanarak farklē ĸeyler 

ortaya ēkarmayē seviyorum ¿nk¿ 

yeteneĵim gºsterebiliyorum. O y¿zden 

zaten bireysel ºdevlerde de araĸtērma ya 

da yorumlama ºdevi verdiĵinizde daha 

istekli yapēyordum ¿nk¿ Ķngilizce 

konuĸmayē ºĵrenmek istiyorum ve bu 

bence ancak dili kullanarak olur. Bu 

dºnemki topluluk ºdevi alēĸmalarēmēz 

da bu y¿zden bana daha verimli geliyor. 

 

Belki hatalarēmēz da oluyor ama, ka 

yēldēr Ķngilizce gºrmeme ragmen 

Ķngilizce c¿mle kurabildiĵimi ve biraz 

¿zerinde alēĸēnca belli bir konu 

¿zerinde konuĸabildiĵimi ilk kez bu yēl 

fark ettim. Yeni ºdev yºnteminin bize 

hazēr bir kaĵēt vermeyip, ºdevi nasēl 

yapacaĵēmēzē biz bērakmasē, oĵumuzun 

Ķngilizceyi kullanmasēnē saĵladē. (¥2)  

Creating a text or a dialogue by using 

the determined vocabulary enables us to 

practice language. Instead of chunks 

that limits us, tasks that makes us to 

create something authentic provides 

using English. I think this is much more 

effective than multiple choice questions 

or sentence completion. (S19) 

 

 

I like presenting authentic works by 

using target language in order to show 

my competency. So, I was more willing 

in tasks which were research- based or 

required interpretation also in 

individual homework practices as I want 

to improve my English, which is possible 

only through practicing. As a result, the 

new model in English homework seems 

effective to me in using target language.  

 

There might be mistakes but even I have 

been covering English lessons for years, 

I just realized that I can form sentences 

and speak in English about a determined 

topic if I do some practice. Learning 

communities in homework practices 

provides us utilize the language by 

leaving us free, rather than formed 

handouts. (S2) 

 

CoL based homework enhances to use other skills of English language which is actually 

the best part for me as I want to learn how to use English, not how to fill in blanks.  

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

During data analysis, even they are not emphasized as common as the mentioned 

points, enabling permanent learning and recognizing mistakes with the help of 

CoL understanding are also identified as cognitive developments as studying with 

communities make them to reflect on different perspectives and make 

interpretations, rather than accepting the information without questioning.  
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¥ĵrenme topluluklarēyla yaptēĵēmēz 

ºdevlerde yaratēcēlēk ve farklēlēk oluyor 

ve bunu yapabilmek iin herkes 

bildiklerini ve fikirlerini paylaĸēyor. Ben 

toplulukla ºdev hazērlarken ºĵrendiĵim 

ĸeyleri hi unutmuyorum. Ama bireysel 

ºdevlerde sahip olduĵum tek ĸey kendi 

bildiklerim ve yeni ĸeyler ºĵrenmek de 

zaman alēyor. (¥17) 

 

¥dev tamamlama ve cevaplama 

konusunda iyi bir ºĵrenci olduĵuma 

inanēyorum. Elbette ki hatalarēm ēkēyor 

ama bence ºnemli olan o ºdeve ºzenmek 

ve emek vermek. Sēnēfta kontrol edilirken 

de eksiklerini anlayabilmek.  Eĵer bºyle 

olmazsa, ºdevin bir amacē kalmaz. (¥8) 

 

¥ĵrenme topluluklarē temelli ºdevlerde 

her aĸamayē beraber d¿ĸ¿nerek ve 

kendimiz deneyimleyerek yapēyoruz. Ben 

bir ĸeyi izleyerek ya da deneyerek daha iyi 

ºĵreniyorum ve unutmuyorum. Topluluk 

ºdevlerinde de her ĸeyi kendimiz 

oluĸturmamēz ve sunmamēz daha akēlda 

kalēcē olduĵu iin baĸarēm arttē. (¥22) 

In learning communities based 

practices, there is authencity and 

creativity. In order to enable it, we 

exchange information and opinions in 

community. I donôt forget the things I 

learned during working with others. But 

it was only my knowledge in individual 

assignments and learning new things 

take time on my own. (S17) 

 

I believe I am a successful student in 

completing homework and the accuracy 

of it. Of course I make mistakes, but the 

thing is to pay attention to the task and 

to give a labor. If not, practices will be 

useless. (S8) 

 

 

In CoL based homework, we think over 

all the steps and experience it together 

during the process. I learn better 

through watching or acquiring and do 

not forget easily. In learning 

communities, as we design the task and 

present it ourselves which enables 

permanence. (S22)  

As stated earlier, working with learning communities enable the particiapants to 

realize their mistakes in a short time as one of the characteristics of learning 

communities is defined as helping each other by 15 students. 

I donôt hesitate to make mistakes during the lesson or the tasks as I believe that my 

friends will help me to correct them. 

(Student Reflection Reports-May, 2019) 

The data collected through studentsô reflection papers also support that CoL-based 

homework model influence homework performance and consequently academic 

success positively, as the members do not hesitate to share knowledge with each 

other. As communication needs at least two sides, communities provide the 

students the opportunity for it. 

I like the new way of homework practices. As we study together, we discuss how to 

prepare the assignment in a best way and exchange ideas about how to use the given 

words. In that way, we deal with the target language and it enhances the academic 

success by providing new information.  

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019) 
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4.3.2. Impacts on Development of Social Skills 

Apart from academic performance and cognitive development, tha data present 

that CoL-based homework practices contribute to social development attendantly. 

Improving communication skills, enhancing collaboration, promoting collected 

responsibility, empowering the sense of community and team spirit are the major 

outcomes pointed out by the students during data collection process. As common 

statement, 20 students emphasized that thanks to enabling learning communities in 

fulfilling homework practices, individuals become more communicative in society.  

Sunumdan sonra diĵer topluluklarla 
beraber yapēlan alēĸmayē deĵerlendirmek 
ve onlarēn da alēĸmalarēnē dinlemek bizim 
gibi bir sēnēfa saygē erevesinde de 
konuĸulabileceĵini gºsterdi. Bunun iin 
bile ºĵrenme topluluklarē faydalē oldu 
diyebilirim. (¥23) 
 
Bizim sēnēfēmēzda iletiĸim eksikliĵi var 
genel olarak. Bu y¿zden topluluk odaklē 
ºdevlerin ok ilerleyeceĵini 
d¿ĸ¿memiĸtim ama ºyle olmadē. ¥zellikle 
topluluklarē sizin belirlemeniz farklē 
kiĸilerin birbiriyle iletiĸim kurmasēnē 
saĵladē. (¥4)  
 
Biliyorsunuz sēnēfēmēzda belli 
gruplaĸmalar var ve bazē kiĸiler 
birbirleriyle selamlaĸmazlar bile. Topluluk 
ºdevleri sayesinde en azēndan Ķngilizce 
derslerinde, sunum esnasēnda ya da 
ºdevleri tamamlarken iletiĸim kuruyoruz 
ve bºylece bir sēnēf oluĸturduĵumuzun 
farkēna varēyoruz. (¥18) 

Evaluating the presentation together with 
all the communities and becoming aware 
of their work proved our class that it is 
possible to discuss within mutual respect. 
Even for this, it is useful to conduct CoL- 
based homework model. (S23) 

 
 
There was miscommunication in our class. 
As a result, I didnôt believe that CoL based 
assignments would continue but it worked. 
Especially your determination of the 
communities enabled that people interact 
with each other who have never contacted 
before. (S4)  

 
You know there is grouping in our class 
and some students donôt even greet each 
other. With the new model in homework 
practice, we have a contact with each 
other during presentations or completing 
assignments. It helps us to realize that we 
are forming a society by attending the 
same class. (S18) 

Similarly, almost in all reflection papers participants infer that by implementing 

the designed homework model for English classes provides interaction among 

students as it makes the class study together.  

I am new at the school this year and as I am not a sociable person in general, the 

change in my life made the situation worse. Unexpectedly, thanks to creating 

learning communities for English assignments, I have the opportunity to 

communicate with my classmates, as we have to complete the task together with the 

community. This situation provided us to get in contact with each other not only for 

completing homework but also making friendship with.     

(Studentôs Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

The increase in communication and conducting cooperative tasks has also led to 

the development of communitiesô discipline and enhances collaboration among 
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participants. According to 12 students, not only providing cooperation but also 

eliminating competition and rival in the class reveal the idea of helping each other.     

Yeni ºdev sistemi benim iin ok faydalē 
oldu aēkasē ¿nk¿ ben ºdevi kendim 
yapmakta zorlanēyorum, ºzellikle de yazma 
ºdevleri. Bireysel alēĸma yerine topluluk 
olarak bir ĸeyler yapēnca hem ºdev baĸarēm 
arttē hem de sēnēf iinde dayanēĸma oluĸtu. 
Eskiden yardēm etmeyeceĵini d¿ĸ¿nd¿ĵ¿m 
arkadaĸlara artēk her ders iin gidip soru 
sorabiliyorum. (¥18) 
 
Bana sēnēftakiler hep bencil gelirdi. 
Herkesin birbirini rakip gºrmesi de 
yardēmlaĸmayē engelliyordu bence. 
Oluĸturulan ºdev topluluklarēnda bireysel 
bilgi kendi baĸēna bir iĸe yaramadēĵē iin 
paylaĸmayē ve iyi bir ºdev hazērlamak iin 
yardēmlaĸmayē saĵladē en azēndan. (¥20)  

The new homework system is really helpful 
for me because I had difficulties in doing 
homework, especially writing tasks. Rather 
than individually, working together with a 
community provided both increase in my 
homework performance and cooperation 
among us. I know ask for help even to the 
people who I thought they would not help 
me before. (S18) 
 
My classmates seemed selfish to me. That 
all the individuals see each other as 
opponents blocked collaboration. As 
working individually is useless in learning 
communities based tasks, it provided 
sharing and helping each other at least. 
(S20) 

 

I see my students help each other not only during completing English homework but also 

studying for an exam of any class. Cooperation was not in the foreground in the class as 

they were feeling competitive towards their friends. With the learning communities 

understanding in English homework, students become more sensitive and friendly. 

      (Observation Notes, May, 2019) 

Decreased competition and enabling collaboration also contribute to the sense of 

community among students. The concept that best describes this situation is the 

expression of the "feeling whole" which is stated by 5 students.  

Siz de fark etmiĸsinizdir, ºdev 
kontrollerinde ben ok sºz hakkē 
almēyordum normalde ¿nk¿ hata 
yapmaktan korkuyordum. Bizim sēnēfta 
genel olarak sēnēf ruhu olmadēĵē iin rekabet 
var ve bireysel ºdevlerde bu daha ok 
¿nk¿ gºz¿n¿ze girmek ve kendilerini 
kanētlamak iin bir yol gºr¿yorlar. Ama 
Ķngilizce ºdevlerinin her hafta bir kēsmēnēn 
toplulukla yapēlmasē bu durumu azalttē ve 
yardēmlaĸmaya baĸladēk. Zaten topluluk 
baĸka ĸekilde verimli alēĸamazdē. (¥2) 
 
é 8. Sēnēfta topluluk olmayē benimsedik 
bence. Sēnēfa kendimizi bir ama iin bir 
arada hissediyoruz. Birbirimizin 
bilgilerinden faydalanmak artēk hepimiz 
iin normal bir durum. (¥25) 
 
Sēnēfa ve grupa bir b¿t¿n olarak hissetme 
duygusu g¿zel bence. Toplulukla ºdev 
yaparken yarēĸtaymēĸēm gibi 
hissetmiyorum, bireysel ºdevlerin aksine. 
Bu his bende baskē oluĸturuyordu. (¥20) 

You also might realize, I was not active 
during homework evaluation sessions with 
the whole class as I hesitate to make 
mistakes. There is a competitive 
environment in classroom about 
assignments, which is more common in 
individual work as they consider it a way to 
win your favour and prove their knowledge. 
However, the fact that we carry out some 
CoL-based homework every week changed 
the situation and now we help each other. 
LC would not already continue properly in 
a different way. (S2) 
 
.. now in 8th grade, we internalized the sense 
of being a community. We gather around a 
common purpose as a team. In 
communities, we learn from each othersô 
knowledge, which turned into an ordinary 
issue for us. (S25) 
 
I think the sense of feeling a whole as a 
class is nice. I donôt feel in a competition 
which causes pressure on me while doing 
homework, unlike individual homework. 
(S20) 
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It is also expressed that cooperation among the students during completion, 

presentation and discussion of the tasks require the sense of community to enable 

team spirit as a class.  

Topluluk ºdevleriyle Ķngilizceyi daha 

ok sevdim ¿nk¿ ºdevi yardēmlaĸarak 

beraber yapēyor olmak ve topluluklarēn 

arasēnda da rekabet olmamasē beni 

rahatlattē. Bºyle olunca boĸlamak yerine 

daha isteyerek tamamladēm ºdevleri 

¿nk¿ bunun en b¿y¿k sebebi bence 

sēnēf ruhu oluĸmasē. Kendi baĸēma 

olduĵumda konu tekrarē ve kaynaklara 

bakmak beni sēkēyordu. ķimdi 

ihtiyacēmēz olan tek ĸey birbirimiziz. 

With CoL based assignments, I liked 

English classes more because 

completing assignments with 

cooperation and there was no 

competition among communities 

relieved me. As a result, I became more 

willing to do tasks thanks to feelng the 

spirit of being a class. During individual 

takss, I was bored with doing revisions 

and searching for resources. Now, we 

only need each other to fulfil them. 

The data obtained from the dairy also indicate that besides academic improvement, 

CoL-based homework in English classes promote studentsô sense of community at 

the same time.  

 As I compare the results of exams, the difference between the first and second term 

cannot be denied. I also observe that students meet and study together for the exams. 

Thus, it is obvious that they got the sense of sharing a purpose as a class which 

proves they become aware of the fact that they actually create a community whose 

purposes are common and they can be achieved together with ease.  

      (Teacherôs Diary-June, 2019)  

Lastly, when looking through the data to define the impacts of redesigned 

homework model in various aspects, it is also deduced that feeling a part of the 

learning community enhances collective responsibility of the students (f=13).

¥devleri toplulukla yapmak ¿zerimdeki 

baskayē azaltērken bir yandan da 

sorumluluk hissimi arttērdē. Eskiden 

ºdevi yapan da yapmayan da bendim 

ama ĸimdi bir topluluĵun sorumluluĵunu 

taĸēyorum. (¥18) 

Completing the assignments with 

community decreases the pressure on me 

while increasing the sense of 

responsibility. Formerly, I was 

responsible for my own homework but 

now I undertake also the community.

Data obtained from the reflection paper of a student mainly summarizes the 

relationship between getting collective responsibility and CoL-based homework 

model. 

To be honest, I was not a bright student in completing tasks generally. When I didnôt 

do my homework, I was not feeling uncomfortable so much as it was my 

responsibility and it affected only my success. As learning communities required 
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keeping company, I felt responsible about contributing to the common aim of the 

class. As a result, even I was not giving importance to my own responsibilities, the 

feeling of being a community led to collective responsibility as it was not only me 

who would be affected by a low homework performance.  

(Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

4.3.3. Impacts on Personal Development 

The data also include statements about the impacts of CoL based homework in 

terms of personal aspect. Participants generally underline that discussions and 

presentations required during homework sessions and evaluating the works 

together with the whole class promoted personal development. Based on the 

expressions of the students, it is identified that new homework model for English 

tasks contribute to personal development in terms of reducing shyness (f=18), 

improving self-expression (f=12) in community and gaining self-confidence (f=9).  

Sunum yapmak heyecanlandērdē beni. 

¢¿nk¿ toplulukta daha ºnce hi 

konuĸma yapmadēm. Bir de sunumu 

Ķngilizce yapmamēz gerekiyordu. Hi 

yapamam zannetmiĸtim ama ok 

heyecanlansam da bir ĸekilde gºrevimi 

yaptēm Kendime g¿venim geldi bu 

sayede. (¥5) 

 

Eskisi kadar ie kapanēk biri deĵilim ve 

fikirlerimi ekinmeden paylaĸēyorum 

sēnēfta. Konuĸma cesareti geldi. (¥13) 

 

Baĸkasēna bir ĸeyler anlatēnca anlattēĵēm 

konuyu daha iyi anladēĵēmē ve 

unutmadēĵēmē da fark ettim. Topluluk 

olarak ºdev alēĸmasē hakkēnda fikir 

belirtmek de hem cesaretimi arttērdē hem 

de utangalēĵēm azaldēĵē iin bireysel 

ºdevlerde bile artēk sºz hakkē alērken 

ekinmiyorum. Yanlēĸ olsa da sēnēf 

eskisi kadar tepki gºstermiyor ¿nk¿ 

topluluk olmak birbirini desteklemek 

demek ve biz bir sēnēfēz. (¥26) 

 

Presentations made me feel excited 

because I had never talked to a community 

before. Besides, we had to present it in 

English. I never thought I could, but even 

if I was very nervous I did it. Thanks to 

this, I gained self-confidence. (S5) 

 

 

I am not a self-closed person anymore and 

I can share my opinions with people 

without feeling hesitation. I got the 

courage for talking. (S13) 

 

When I teach something to a person, I 

realized that I understand the subject 

better and do not forget it. Expressing 

opinions as a community encouraged me 

towards the class and my shyness 

decreased. So, I do not hesitate to 

participate in evaluating individual 

homework. Even my answer is wrong; the 

class does not react negatively because 

forming a community means encouraging 

each other as we are a community as a 

class. (S26) 

 

Besides promoting self-expression, it is identified that learning communities also 

provide discussion among students about the task. After the presentation, 

communities ask questions about the presented work, comment on it and also share 



 

141 

their work with the class if wanted. The teacher expressed her observations about 

the session as follows: 

It is really proud to see my students sharing their ideas about the homework and I 

sometimes get really surprised when I see some students defending their task who 

never took part in the lessons before.   

(Teacherôs Observation Notes-May, 2019) 

4.3.4. Weaknesses of Learning Communities-Based Homework 

As is the case with positive impacts of CoL based homework, there are also 

statements about weaknesses of learning communities in homework practices. 

Studentsô negative reflections on the designed homework model emerged from the 

collected data as feeling worried and incompetent about homework presentations 

(f=19) and having problems in arranging community meetings (f=10) and feeling 

worried about the community members (f=8) as the major point of students.  

Based on the collected data, as a part of CoL-based assignments, presentations 

influence students in various ways based on social and personal development. In 

contrast, before doing presentation, the students feel worried and were hesitating to 

express themselves especially in English. Besides, presenting the work that they 

completed with the community members caused anxiety at first. The dialogue 

noted by the teacher also supports the point:  

Teacher: I think you have understood our new method of homework    practice. 

Student: Teacher, isnôt that possible to eliminate presentations? I donôt think I can 

do it. I canôt even read English texts. 

Teacher: As this is our way of assessment of homework, no way. 

Students: You can do it by collecting our tasks.  

Teacher: But I want to see that you are a part of the community. 

Buluĸmak iin falan zaman ayarlamak 

gibi problemler oluyor. Ya da 2 kiĸi o 

g¿n alēĸmak istiyor ama 1 kiĸi 

istemiyor. Biz bu durumu ºnceden g¿n 

ve saat planlayarak aĸtēk. (¥11) 

 

Grup alēĸmasēnēn tek olumsuz yanē 

bence buluĸma zorluĵu. Ailelerimiz 

yapēlan alēĸmayla ilgili 

bilgilendirildikleri iin problem olmuyor 

ama bazen ¿yeler zaman ayarlayamēyor.  

 

Sometimes there are problems about 

arranging meeting. As an example, two 

memebers want to study that day but the 

other do not accept. We solved the 

situation by planning beforehand. (S11) 

 

 The only challenge in CoL based 

assignments are planning meeting. As 

our families are aware of the process, 

the problem is not about them. It is 

about the members that sometimes 

cannot arrange the time. 
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As stated above, one of the discrepancies about CoL based homework is the 

dissatisfaction of the students about communities. Even there are some problems 

about the fact, it is also reduced in time as they got used to each other and focused 

on the main purpose of the task.  

¥nce tabii hocamēz topluluklarē ilan 

ettiĵinde biraz sēkēntēlar oldu sēnēfta. 

Sonrasēnda hocamēz gruplarē belli bir 

d¿zene gºre oluĸturduĵunu ve 

deĵiĸtiremeyeceĵini sºyleyince daha 

fazla konuyu uzatmadē kimse. Hala dahil 

olduĵu topluluĵu sevmeyenler var. Bu 

da veriml alēĸmalarēēnē engelliyor. (¥7) 

  

Hocamēz bize yeni ºdev 

uygulamasēndan bahsedince baĸta 

topluluklarē kendimiz mi oluĸturacaĵēz 

diye d¿ĸ¿nm¿ĸt¿m. Sonra hocamēzēn 

belirlediĵini ºĵrenince ¿z¿ld¿m ¿nk¿ 

sēnēfta herkesin ayrē bir arkadaĸ ortamē 

var ve anlaĸmazlēklar oluyor. (¥20) 

When our teacher announced the 

communities, there were problems in the 

classroom. Then, when our teacher said 

that there will be no changes in 

communities, nobody insisted on the 

issue. There are still people who are not 

pleased with their communities, which 

hinders studying effectively. (S7) 

 

When our teacher mentioned the new 

homework method for English classes, 

Ithought about how to build a 

community. Then I felt sad to hear that 

our teacher decided the communities 

because there is grouping in our class 

and also conflicts between people. (S20)

4.3.5. Learning Communities-Based Homework Performance of Students 

In order to support the data from interviews and student reports about impacts of 

CoL-based homework on homework performance, observation notes taken during 

discussions and presentatitons are also utilized to get information about 

communitiesô performance. Determining the ultimate conclusions of the study, the 

statements are summarized in Appendix N by making comparisons between the 

two models of homework practices. In order to get a deep understanding about the 

impacts of CoL-based homework practices in English class, the teacher also 

analysed the data provided by observation notes and presentations and interpreted 

the findings about studentsô performance in learning communities based tasks.  

Based on the major themes and codes determined by analysing observations of the 

teacher, a brief comparison can be identified as while individual-based 

assignments evoke competition, CoL-based assignments promote sharing and 

collaboration between individuals. In addition, individual homework cause anxiety 

on some students as its main aim is to prove self competency in homework 

practices. On the other hand, CoL-based tasks are identified as enhancing 

motivation and self confidency on students as it gives the chance to feel 
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encouragement during the practice which helps the students to be competent in 

community tasks. 

As students have the chance to get help from each other during homework practices, 

their performance on tasks has increased. Now, as I observe the presentations of 

communities, I can say that students seem more motivated about completing their 

tasks when they study together rather than survive individually.   

(Teacherôs Diary, May, 2019)  

The data emerged from the reflection reports of students also supports the findings 

about homework performance:  

Your new type of homework practices were quite effective for me because it was 

really fun and helpful to conduct the tasks with a community without getting stressed 

or feeling like competing with my classmates. I already was a good student in 

completing homework but this semester I did my homework willingly and without any 

deficiency.        

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

4.3.6. Analysis of Homework Checklists and Exam Results 

As the action study aims mainly to improve the English homework performance 

and academic success, the researcher also analysed the results of individual works 

in order to get idea about the studentsô individual achievement. Looking over the 

graphs about individual homework performance and exam results, while most of 

the students show a striking increase in homework performance, some of them 

slightly increase the rate which might be caused of not fulfilling the 

responsibilities and requirements of working with a learning community. As 

students are involved in a community while practicing tasks based on new 

homework model, they do not want to represent a poor image in individual 

homework practices to the members of community. As a result, learning 

communities also promote the performance in individual tasks. Similar to the 

increasing performance in homework, exam results also increased gradually, in 

parallel with the statements claiming that homework performance has an impact on 

academic success.  

Comparison of Homework Checklist and Exam Results: Laslty, in order to obtain 

data about CoL-based assignments on homework performance and academic 
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success, apart from the tasks completed as communities; students are also given 

individual tasks periodically in English classes. The graph below compares the 

results of studentsô homework performances from two semesters. Analysing the 

data, it can be stated that most of the students show a striking increase in 

homework performance. (Students 14, 24 and 27 were habitually absent). 

 

Figure 5. Studentsô HW Performance Values from the two Semesters 

Based on the reflections of students about new homework model in English 

classes, the data about the impacts of learning communities in terms of exam 

results are also analysed and the findings are supported with the graph comparing 

the exam grades of the students from the two semesters in order to find out if there 

is a significant difference between. Similar to the data about studentsô homework 

performance, the avarages of exam results of two semesters are also represented in 

graph, which shows that CoL-based homework increased the success of students 

on English exams. 

Therewith, the data derived from the diary claims that by means of the 

implementation of the new homework model in FLE classes, the grades of students 

were increased gradually in terms of class performance and exam results. 
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English is seen as one of the difficult classes in secondary school among students. As 

a result, students were hopeless about the exams and felt alone about getting ready 

for the exam. Now, most probably in reaction to learning communities, they got used 

to study together rather than feel in a rivalry. This provided satisfactory results in 

exams.        

(Teacherôs Diary-June, 2019) 

Similar to the quotation from the diary, the data from the reflection report also 

state that learning community understanding has a positive impact not only in 

homework performance but also in exam results in general. 

To tell the truth, as I was not studying for English exams for hours, I did not get 

pleasant results. This semester, we both have individual homework and community-

based homework and I complete both of them willingly as I feel somehow more 

responsible than before. Besides, I have the chance to revise the topics and learn new 

things during completion of homework with the community and discussion of the 

tasks together with the class, which helps me to remember the topics during exams. 

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019) 

 

Figure 6. GPA Values of English Exams from two Semesters  

4.3.7. Summary of the Findings 

In order to interpret the findings of the study, the themes and codes were identified 

by analysing the data and they were triangulated with observation notes and the 

diary of the teacher-researcher to validate the findings. The major themes derived 

from the data in parallel with the research questions were determined as 
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perceptions of homework, ideal homework practices and preferences on 

homework models in FLE and the impacts of the new homework model in English 

classes. By looking at findings, the teachers perceive homework as reinforcement, 

responsibility of students, promoter of success and tool for assessment in general. 

There are also statements that define homework practices as a pointless activity. 

From the perspectives of the students, assignments are their obligation, duty and 

responsibility. Besides, it is a tool for reinforcement of the class. There are also 

students who define homework as a cause of anxiety and a boring activity.  

Studentsô definitions of ideal homework come under common statements as 

enabling interaction and use of target language, arouse interest and collaboration 

and assisting for exams. All the data about the perceptions of homework practices 

and ideas about ideal homework being collected through interviews were verified 

by classroom observation notes of the researcher. The findings of homework 

perceptions of students and teachers were compared with the ideas about 

improving homework practices and based on the information, it was clear that the 

ideal homework model is quite different from the adopted homework model in 

English classes. Besides, as the teacher-researcher has observed underperformance 

in English homework in accordance with exam results, she decided to redesign the 

homework model based on collected data about ideal homework and after 

searching the literature; she came up with learning communities in education, a 

new understanding in education which is suited to the needs of the students. 

As it can be concluded from the major codes triangulated with the teacherôs 

observation notes and diary, students are interested in assignments that enhances 

interaction, communication and cooperation as main characteristics. Hence, 

homework practices are designed the way that encourage communities of learners 

and practice. With the redesigned homework model based on learning 

communities, tasks were conducted with the community and all the communities 

are allowed to study together without feeling in a race as they were not graded 

individually. During the implementation of the new model, the researcher 

continued to do observations and the communities were also interviewed in order 

to get data about their experiences. Students also express their personal ideas about 
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CoL-based homework on reflection reports. The major themes emerged from the 

data about the designed homework model are its impacts on cognitive (academic), 

social and personal development. In addition, there are also findings on the 

weaknesses of learning communities based homework model in English classes. 

The identified major codes were also verified by studentsô reflection reports and 

observation notes of the researcher. Lastly, the comparisons of homework 

performances of students and their exam results from two semesters were also 

presented in graphics in order to find out the impacts of homework practices. 

Eventually, the results of the study demonstrate that CoL-based homework model 

contributes positively to homework performance and academic success in English 

classes from the perspectives of the students and the teacher-researcher. The 

comparison of the themes and major codes between individual-based homework 

and CoL-based homework are represented in Appendix N to obtain a general idea 

about the data analysis process. 
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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS  

The study has been conducted to improve the homework performances of 8th 

graders in English classes by designing a new homework model based on learning 

communities understanding. To fulfil the aim, action research is identified as 

research design and the data collected from participants are analysed for the sake 

of answering the research questions based on themes and codes which are 

determined in data analysis process. This chapter discusses the main themes of the 

study in relation to the relevant research in literature. Afterwards, the following 

section presents implications for further practices in education and lastly further 

research.  

5.1. Discussion 

As content analysis was carried out in the study, the data were analysed based 

upon the identified themes and codes presented in Appendix J. The findings were 

also triangulated through multiple data sources (i.e., observation notes, diary and 

reflection reports) to develop a comprehensive understanding about the case. In 

this section, the findings are discussed in parallel with the reseach questions 

respectively together with addressing to related literature.  

5.1.1. Perceptions on English Homework Practices 

As language acquisition has become one of the prominent issues of MoNE, 

language education programs and their components started to be analysed in terms 

of their functions in learning environment (¢ēnar, Teyfur and Teyfur, 2006; 

Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017). Thus, homework is one of the prominent matters 
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in educational studies and authorities continue to study on the phenomenon. 

Similar to other subjects, homework is defined as one of the effective learning 

methods in FLE (Nunan and Richards, 2015; Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield, 

2002) and most of the educators enforce it on their classes. Homework concept has 

been discussed in literature in various perspectives but the most common issue is 

individualsô attitudes and their stance towards homework practices because it is 

highly believed that it has a direct effect on homework performance and quality of 

the work (Wiesenthal et al., 1997; Ķnceoĵlu, 2004). 

The findings of the present study indicate similar patterns with the literature in 

terms of homework definition and perceptions of individuals who got involved in 

the process. In the former studies conducted with the teachers, it was claimed that 

the teachersô approaches to the concept and status of homework might have an 

impact on the studentsô perceptions and consequently performances on homework 

practice (Eilam, 2001; Connors, 1992; Farrow et al., 1999). The present study aims 

to improve homework performance in English classes and ensures continuity of it. 

Thus, the perceptions of teachers and students on English homework practices are 

questioned in the study in order to get a broad point of view and compare the 

findings with the former studies about attitudes and perceptions towards 

homework practices in learning process.   

To begin with the perceptions of homework practices from the perspectives of the 

teachers and students in the study, parallel results are obtained with the related 

literature underlining the importance of individual perceptions on homework 

performance and academic success (Akēn, 1998; Collier, 2007; Cooper et al., 

2006). Similar to the studies in the literature (Cooper, 2001; Walberg et al., 1985, 

Doyle and Barber, 1990) the present study indicate that English teachers 

emphasize homework favourable for their classes in terms of reinforcement, self-

responsibility, academic success and assessment of the class. Similarly, students 

adopt homework positively as a duty, an obligation or responsibility. The findings 

also show that not only teachers but also students state that assignments enable 

reinforcing for the previous classes. On the other hand, similar to a number of 

related literature stating that students define homework as a source of stress 
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(Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002; Kaplan, 2006), the data of the present study also 

show that homework might cause anxiety and stress on students depending on 

various aspects, which will be identified in this section later on.  

Considering the literature about academic success and homework, there are 

various studies that underline the importance of homework in foreign language 

learning. In parallel, teachers emphasize that assignments promote learners in 

acquiring of new information in various ways (Ulutaĸ and Diner, 2003; Kºse, 

2013, Aēkgºz, 1993). Teachersô general perceptions about homework are similar 

to each other as all of them started by defining homework as reinforcement for 

their lessons and expressed that they give homework to the students for the sake of 

revising the covered topics in order to prevent the students from forgetting. 

Besides, they believe that homework promotes language learning as it provides 

time to study English outside the class and the students might realize their 

deficiencies. They point out that students who give importance to homework 

performance experience more success on learning English than the ones who are 

indifferent to the tasks. So, it can be concluded that teachers perceive assignments 

as promoters of success on their lessons. In line with the literature (Eilam, 2001; 

Ulutaĸ and Diner, 2003), in the present study, the teachers promote homework 

practices on their lessons as it motivates the students and consequently enhances 

their academic achievement. They claim that students who are able to see that they 

can complete the task with the newly acquired language feel courage about the 

class and it keeps their motivation high.  

Teachers indicate that homework can be considered as a tool for reinforcement as 

it gives opportunity to revise the former classes and ensures permanence of the 

knowledge. When interpreting the findings from students, a considerable amount 

of them also underline homework as reinforcement. In this respect, the findings of 

the action study coincide with the related literature defining assignment 

applications as a way of reinforcing newly acquired knowledge and ensuring 

permanence for students (Babadoĵan, 1990; G¿rlevik, 2006; ķahin & Altēnay, 

2008; Wallinger, 2000; Warton, 2001). The students overemphasized that 

homework practices provide them secure the new information which is parallel 
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with the study conducted by ¥zben (2006) on the second level students revealing 

that repetitions and activities done owing to homework practices make learning 

permanent and increase academic achievement. There are also studies being 

encountered that there is no relation between academic achievement and 

homework applications (Kriesberg, 1996; M¿ijs & Reynolds, 2001) while other 

state that it depends on the grade level of students (Cooper, 1989, Aēkgºz, 2003). 

Similarly, even there are participants denying the importance of homework on 

academic performance, when the data are analysed in deep, it is clear that these 

statements arouse depending different reasons as preferred homework model or 

attitude towards the class, which are the reasons of failure in English homework 

performance. 

Moreover, homework is preferred as a tool for assessment by the teachers. As 

pointed out earlier, it is believed that without checking the accuracy of answers in 

assignments; it is not possible to have an idea about achievement in language 

learning (Keith, 1982; Chen and Ehrenberg, 1993). Parallel to that point, three of 

the teachers expressed that assignments are the most practical tools to evaluate the 

studentsô level of acquiring the new information. They also have the opportunity to 

foresee the process and plan the coming classes based on the homework 

performances of the learners. The assignments also give clues about their own 

teaching as they have the chance to collect the completed task and to become 

aware of the most problematic points that students faced in assignments. When 

they were asked about their way of homework assessment, it was reported that 

they mostly do direct assessment by walking around the class or the students read 

their answers aloud in the classroom during homework evaluation, which 

represents common points with study conducted by North and Pillay (2002) 

aiming to find out English teachers preferences about characteristics of homework 

and claim that homework is a useful tool for teachers in assessing students. 

Accordingly, when the students expressed their thoughts about English homework, 

a remarkable amount complained about assessing homework directly as it is one of 

the reasons of feeling anxious about homework practices. Most of the students 

who get underwhelming results in homework performance underline their stress 
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during homework evaluation as they do not feel confident and sure about their 

answers, which bring about anxiety and ignorance towards the assignments and 

washout consequently, as Cumhur and Baydar (2017) revealed in the study on 

cooperative homework model, stating that anxiety affects homework negatively. 

As a result, the characteristics of homework practices should be shaped based on 

modern understandings in education rather than follow accustomed techniques 

(¢ēnar, Teyfur and Teyfur, 2006). Eventually, the present study clarly reveal that 

teachers perceive homework as a tool for assessment but their way of assessing the 

tasks causes anxiety and stress on students that result in underperformance as 

stated in literature (Wallinger, 2008). 

In parallel with the related studies (Demirel, 1989; Cooper et al., 2006; Akēn, 

1998; Babadoĵan, 1990; Hughes et al.; 2002, Walberg et al., 1985; Kapēkēran & 

Kēran, 1999), both teachers and students pointed out that homework improves the 

sense of responsibility of students as it holds students responsible to do extra study 

either willingly or unwillingly outside the course and increase their skills to 

comprehend the knowledge (Hughes et al., 2002; Connors, 1992). In other words, 

when the teacher assigns the students with a task, they feel the need to complete it 

in order not to leave a bad impression on teacher, especially if the homework is 

checked. As a result, if the teacher not only sets homework but also see over the 

completed tasks, the students feel much more responsibility on themselves. They 

also get the idea that homework practices are important for their own sake of 

learning if the teacher attaches importance on their work. Apart from 

responsibility, almost all the students also define homework as their duty or 

obligation, which is shaped either positive or negative based on studentsô 

reflections about English homework practices. Most of the students feel the need 

to complete the homework that is given as they feel uncomfortable when they 

enter the lesson without doing it. In that point, the viewpoint of the student to the 

term ódutyô is quite important to determine. While some of the students feel 

responsible about the duties and therefore mostly complete the task in order to feel 

relieved, the others expressed those duties results in anxiety and stress for them. It 

is also observed that students who adopt homework as responsibility show high 

performance when compared to the students who feel under stress when they were 
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given individual assignments. Hence, it is clear that their perceptions affect the 

performance in homework. Interpreting the reasons of anxiety or stress, the 

students mostly attribute it to the characteristics of the followed homework model 

in English classes. The findings were consistent with the related literature, 

claiming that the model of homework plays a crucial role in studentsô reactions 

(Trautwein et al., 2006; Rowell and Hong, 2002) and has been stated that every 

characteristics and process of homework is shaped based on the model such as use 

of resource, assessment type or the content of the task (Kaplan, 2006). 

As it is determined in various studies, homework tasks might cause anxiety or 

stress on students which results in decrease in homework performance or 

indifference against the class (Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002). The study conducted 

by Galloway and Pope (2007) shows that homework can negatively affect 

students' attitudes depending on the adopted model of assignment. Similarly, in the 

present study, one of the perceptions of students about individual-based homework 

was causing stress and anxiety on students as it takes sometimes too much time 

which results in boredom on students, or they feel worried about their answers 

during assessment as they do not feel competent in English class.  

Comparably, there are also negative perceptions of teachers about defining 

homework practices in the present stēudy. Teachers mostly emphasized that 

homework is useful in FLE in terms of various points mentioned before. On the 

other hand, there are also a few statements that present homework as a pointless 

activity depending on the indifference of the students towards the tasks. In contrast 

to the perceptions of participants (students and teachers) claiming that homework 

is pointless in learning English, various authorities on language teaching 

emphasize that even very little homework has a positive impact on students 

(Cooper, 2001), if it is compatible with the modern approaches in learning. The 

key role in perceptions about homework is pointed out in literature as teachersô 

preferences on various aspects (Farrow et al., 1999; Slavin, 1987; G¿neyli and 

Demirel, 2006; Patall et al., 2008) like homework model or type of evaluation. The 

point to be considered in the present study might be the homework concept 

preferred by the teacher and its coherence with studentsô interests. Especially in 
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the secondary school level, attitudes of student against assignment vary according 

to content of given assignment with different interests and skills (Epstein and Van 

Voorhis, 2001). Again, it has been stated that the assignments given within the 

framework of traditional approaches have led to negative attitude against 

assignment (Kaplan, 2006; Corno, 2000). As a result, it is concluded that teachersô 

preferences about homework models on their lessons are directly affecting the 

studentsô attitude towards homework. Hence, it is suggested to follow modern 

understandings in education while implementing tasks in and outside the class 

(Rowell and Hong, 2002). For this reason, the present study also questioned the 

homework model preferences of English teachers and all the teachers identified 

that they prefer traditional models of homework which is similar to the results of 

the study demonstrating a vast majority of teachers do not search for different 

assignment models using progressive education methods even they do not observe 

any additional impact of individual homework model on learning (Haznedar, 

2010). In contrast with the study claiming that teachers are indifferent to 

homework models coherent with modern approaches (North and Pillay, 2002) the 

teachers in the present study seem to be aware of various homework models that 

ensure motivation and enhances studentsô homework performance. The reason of 

following accustomed understandings in learning process and homework models is 

expressed as past habits and easiness of planning and implication of homework, 

which actually cannot be accepted as valid reasons to eliminate other 

understandings of homework effective in learning process as homework is 

followed mainly for the sake of studentsô improvement. As a result, homework 

practices and characteristics of preferred homework model should be shaped based 

on students needs in order to develop homework performance and accordingly, 

academic success in FLE.  

From the perceptions of students on assignments, it is obvious that they are aware 

about the significance of homework for academic success and adopt it as a part of 

education process. A great amount of the participants regard assignments as 

enabling reinforcement and promoting self-responsibility which are actually 

important factors in succeeding language (Sallee and Rigler, 2008). In contrast, the 

data obtained from homework checklists and teacherôs notes indicate that there is a 
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decline in completing assignments. Based on these points, designing a new 

homework model that eliminates the negative perceptions of students and 

corresponds to the modern approaches in FLE is considered as a solution for the 

sitation, in light with the related literature underlining that homework practices 

improve the skills of learning continuously and develop other skills if it is 

consistent with studentsô interests and modern education (G¿le, 2014; Yapēcē, 

1995; Lenehan et al., 1994; Xu, 2009; Slavin, 1987). 

5.1.2. Student Ideas about Ideal Homework 

In parallel with the findings of related studies (Collier, 2007; Cooper, 2001; 

Hizmeti and Ķflazoĵlu, 2006; Tan and Erdoĵan, 2004), it is revealed that both 

teachers and students accept the importance of homework practices in English 

classes. However, there are problems about teachersô preferences on homework 

models that probably result in decline in completing homework among students as 

they do not get along with their preferences. In contrast with the study claming that 

teachers are unaware of new understandings in homework (North and Pillay, 

2002), even they know the fact that assignments promoting interaction and 

cooperation are welcomed warmly by the students as emphasized in former studies 

(Hong and Milgram, 1999; Taĸ, 2013; Kºseoĵlu, 2016), the teachers continue with 

individual-based homework because of habits and easiness in planning. On the 

other hand, it is identified in the study that traditional models of homework cause 

lack of motivation on students as most of the students complained about feeling 

uncomfortable and anxious at times of practice and assessment as it was also 

underlined in the former studies in literature (Kaplan, 2006; Aēkgºz, 1993; 

Corno, 2000). The perceptions of students were effective in realizing the situation 

about homework practices in the present study. Accordingly, even most of the 

students support that homework is required in English classes for various reasons 

discussed formerly, they do not always have the will to complete tasks as it was 

realized that they feel anxious and uncomfortable because of the competitive 

characteristics of individual homework practices. Especially students who feel 

inadequate in English perceive homework as a source of anxiety in the class. As a 

result, it is identified by the researcher that new understandings about homework 
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models should be improved to reduce the negative attitude towards English tasks, 

because the adopted homework model affects performance and accordingly, the 

academic success which is one of the common issues being discussed by 

authorities (Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002; Trautwein, et al., 2006). 

Various studies have been conducted about homework types and modern 

understanding in homework preferences arguing that as homework is a crucial 

method in learning, it should be attached importance in the process in terms of 

practicing, designing or preferred model because most of the research conducted 

on homework emphasize that the style of task matters both for studentsô attitude 

and the performance on homework completion (Cheng et al., 2008; Hizmeti, 

2007; Rozier, 2003; Kºseoĵlu, 2016). Similar to related literature, it was also 

observed that homework performance indicates parallel results with the exam 

results of students. After analysing the data and interpreting the results about 

perceptions of homework by students, it was pointed out that there is a need for 

improvement in English homework in terms of preferred model and its 

characteristics. Based upon the literature claiming that the model of preferred 

homework plays a crucial role in studentsô performance (Trautwein et al., 2006; 

Rowell and Hong, 2002;) and stating that traditional homework models cause 

negative attitude against completing the tasks (Kaplan, 2006), the researcher 

gathered information about studentsô ideal model of assignments in order to create 

a suitable model of homework practices in English classes to improve homework 

performance. Findings showed that the most demanded characteristics about ideal 

homework were identified as promoting interaction, arousing interest, using target 

language. Students also claimed that homework should assist getting ready for the 

exams. 

When the students were asked to define their ideal homework, they complained 

about tasks being boring and stated that they like homework practices that are 

entertaining and attractive. Thus, the findings about ideal homework are parallel to 

former studies that argue the importance of characteristics of homework and 

improvement of favourable homework practices in order to gain studentsô interest 

and accordingly enhance homework performance in English classes. In parallel 
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with the literature (Hughes et al., 2002; Yapēcē, 1995; Lenehan et al., 1994; Xu, 

2009) emphasizing learnersô preferences should be attached priority in homework 

practices, the students in the present study also underlin that they welcome the 

tasks in English classes which appeal to their interests. From this point, if the 

assignment is full of theoretic questions and contains typical types of individual 

exercises, the students get bored and lose the desire to complete it. Thus, in order 

to improve homework performance in English classes, the tasks should be 

attractive and appealing for the new generation. 

One of the opinions about ideal homework for students was determined as tasks 

should promote interaction during homework practice. Most of the students 

identified their ideal assignments as tasks that allow them to interact with each 

other. The main reason for this preference is mostly described as that language 

needs to be practiced in order to acquire it efficiently, as it was also supported by 

the studies about language learning (Demirel, 1989; Akēn, 1998; Krashen & 

Terrel, 1983). The students believe that with interaction, also cooperation comes 

up among the learners. So, especially the students who do not trust themselves 

about English competency have the tendency to study with someone in order to 

complete the assignment. It is determined that assignments provide much more 

contribution for achievement when they promote cooperation compared with 

individual or competition-based assignments (Slavin, 1987). The tendency in 

acting with a community and fulfilling tasks within cooperation has always been 

present in the societies where humans live together (Johnson and Johnson, 1999). 

The students in the study feel more motivated while undertaking the 

responsibilities collectively similar with related literature (Johnson and Johnson, 

1999; G¿neyli & Demirel, 2006; Van Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al., 2008). Based on 

the opinions of students, cooperation ensures motivation among students, which 

was described formerly as one of the important factors in language learning that is 

accompanied by the preferred learning method (Dºrnyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford, 

1995). Similarly in the study, when a student completes the homework with the 

help of an individual, he/she feels confident about the task and becomes more 

wil ling to take part during practice. Moreover, students state that they might learn 

from each otherôs knowledge when there is an interaction and cooperation in the 
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study environment which decreases the feeling of competition among individuals 

that brings along anxiety and rivalry in the classroom. Hence, student-participants 

in the present study described one of the characteristics of ideal homework for 

English classes as paving the way for interaction among individuals. On the other 

hand they did not believe that it could be ensured in their classroom because of the 

competitive spirit among individuals.  

Existence of communication in language learning process is mentioned by the 

authorties as one of the requested achievements almost in all of the studies about 

FLE (Brooks & Brooks, 1993; Castle, 2004; G¿neĸ, 2012). Along with interactive 

and cooperative assignments, the students also mentioned their desire about 

existence of communication in homework practices. Considering the expectations 

about FLE, as interaction and communication has become more of an issue in the 

information age especially for the new generation (Ornstein & Hunkins, 2004; 

Fritz, Mo↓llenberg & Chen, 2002; Altēntaĸ, 2000) the belief that individual exists 

only for himself and competes with other learners during the process are expected 

to decrease with the new approaches in learning. In fact, as pointed out in 

literature, the humanity has the tendency to have contact with others since early 

ages as a result of cooperation or completion of a duty (Bochner & Jones, 2003). 

As a result, the students become more interested in interactive assignments that 

allow them to communicate with each other and cooperate about the tasks that 

should be completed in homework practice rather than surviving individually. In 

line with those common points being suggested on various studies that learners 

promote working together (Slavin, 1987; Johnson and Johnson, 1999; Corno, 

2000; Rozier, 2003) the students referred to in group-activities or peer tasks as an 

ideal English homework that requires communication among individuals and also 

promotes helping each other and reducing the probability of making mistakes.  

Students get motivated when they have the opportunity to make use of different 

resources for their homework assginments (Zely¿t, 2017). Use of resources in 

homework practices and assessment of the tasks were also demanded as being 

cooperative and interactive by the students. Consequently, the students expressed 

that they prefer consulting an individual for homework rather than other resources 
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like the net, word lists or books. But only a few of them have the opportunity as 

there arenôt any family members that can help them with English assignments. One 

of the important points in homework performance in English classes is related to 

homework assessment system (Wallinger, 2000; Keith, 1982; Chen and 

Ehrenberg, 1993). Considering the assessment of homework in the classroom, it 

was revealed that students support evaluating homework practices in order to find 

out the performance in English classes but the point is how the assessment is 

carried out. Most of the students expressed that they feel nervous when the teacher 

does direct assessment in the class or she wants them to read the answers aloud. 

The reason of the situation is expressed as having hesitations about their answers 

or there might students who did not complete the task. Hence, students offered 

interactive ways of assessments like intra-group control or holding discussions 

together with the class in order to evaluate the task. As it can be deduced from the 

results, the students feel necessity about assessment of homework assignments but 

if the assessment is conducted in a communicative way through feedback, 

discussions or group control, they feel more comfortable and willing to take part in 

the evaluation of answers as they do not feel alone and feel the courage of others.  

Considered as one of the effective ways of permanent learning (Ekin, 1997), the 

students also emphasize that they are interested in homework providing them to 

use the target language, which was actually unexpected by the researcher because 

the students behaved timid during the lessons. It is also estimated that homework 

models providing cooperation and working all together may eliminate the 

hesitation of students about English. As language is a tool emerging as a result of 

interaction and used for this purpose, directing individual to communicate and 

focusing on use of language in homework are of great importance in English 

competency (Wallinger, 2008; Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017). Moreover, as 

communicating worldwide and being aware of all the parts of the world became 

possible thanks to the improvements in technology, the students are actually are 

keen on utilizing the target language to catch up with the things they are interested 

in. They are mostly interested with the practical part of English and they got bored 

with the tasks when there is no active usage of language. That causes indifference 



 

160 

towards homework practices and accordingly results problems in homework 

performance in English classes.  

Different from the aforementioned points, some of the students also stated that 

assignments should include tasks that assist for the preparation of placement 

exams. The reason of that might the education system in Turkey that makes the 

students become competent and test their competency with multiple choice 

questions. The fact about placement tests actually contradicts adopted teaching 

approach for language learning as it is provided by most of the authorities that 

FLE should relieve anxiety, promote interaction and make students use language 

mutually, rather than prove their own knowledge to others and keep it only for 

themselves (G¿neyli and Demirel, 2006, ¢elikten et al., 2005). As being one of the 

elements of language education process, homework practices should also be 

appropriate for learnersô social and cultural conditions and give them opportunity 

to share their knowledge with other learners by interaction (MoNE, 2018). 

As it can be concluded from the studentsô perceptions of an ideal homework, in 

parallel with related literature (Aēkgºz, 1993; Johnson and Johnson, 1999; 

Romsdahl and Hill, 2012) English assignments should be interactive practices that 

promote cooperation and communication among students. As a result, they 

indicated that they feel motivated when they study together with a group or society 

and have the opportunity to use English as a tool for communication rather than 

forming sentences or memorising vocabularies and deal with them individually. 

Moreover, making use of target language showed up as one of the common ideas 

about ideal homework practices. This could be followed by watching online videos 

or preparing dialogues collectively with a friend.  Classroom observations and 

homework checklists also support studentsô opinions about ideal homework 

definition for Englsh classes which will be interpreted later on. When the teacher 

gives an assignment that should be completed through interaction with family 

members or friends, the rate of homework completing increases that week. 

Similarly, the students are more willing to take part in homework evaluation if the 

task was desired to complete together with a friend.  
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Based on the ideas about redesigning homework practices in English as a foreign 

language classes, it is pointed out that the common homework model is far from 

the ideal homework of students Thus, the researcher searched for the new 

perspectives to turn the scales about homework performance in English classes. As 

the characteristics of CoL understanding match with the ideas of studentsô ideal 

homework, it is estimated that promoting learning communities in homework 

practice might enhance homework performances and accordingly academic 

success of students.  

5.1.3. The Impacts of Learning Communities-Based Homework in EFL Classes 

After the definition of ideal homework practices by the students of English class, a 

literature review was conducted in order to arrange a new homework model that 

priotirizes communication and cooperation among individuals and reduces the 

feeling of becoming isolated and consequently anxiety towards the lesson. In line 

with the related studies and review of literature, practices correspond to modern 

understandings in education were realized crucial and therewith it was foreseen 

that learning method and elements in process might be deployed favourable 

(Doĵanay-Aktuna, 1998; G¿neyli and Demirel, 2006; Papandreu 1991; Muijs and 

Reynolds, 2001). Analysing the answers and searching through the related 

literature, the researcher came up a number of studies about learning approaches 

and related homework models improving homework performances (Rozier, 2003; 

Eccles, 1983; Johnson and Johnson, 1999; G¿neyli & Demirel, 2006; Van 

Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al., 2008). Considering the statements of students about 

ideal homework, designing a new model based on learning communities is 

envisaged as having an impact on homework performance in English classes. CoL 

understanding came to be known with the new improvements in education and 

mostly adopted to developments of professions or organizations in society (Bell, 

2005; Willits & Brennan, 2016; Hord, 2004). When the impacts of CoL-based 

homework practices were analysed based on studentsô reflections and documents 

presenting homework performance, the new homework model proved significant 

results in terms of academic (cognitive), personal and social developments of 
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students when compared with former homework model being practiced in English 

classes. 

When considering academic development, the students state that with the 

understanding of creating communities in homework practices, their performances 

on completing tasks and their academic success has increased. It is revealed that 

with the help of CoL-based homework, students got higher grades in exams in 

accordance with homework performances which represent parallel results with the 

related literature (Kuh, G. et al., 2005). Moreover, the findings are consistent with 

the results of similar studies claiming that developing learning methods that appeal 

to studentsô point of view increases the academic performance of individuals 

(Palloff and Pratt, 1999; Rovai and Lucking, 2000; Willits and Brennan, 2016; 

Dºrnyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford, 1995). According to the studentsô perceptions, 

the new homework model encouraged them to exchange their knowledge with the 

community rather than keep it for themselves, which enhanced brainstorming 

about the task and helps them to learn from each other. As it was underlined in 

literature (¥zben, 2006; Sallee and Rigler, 2008; Spitzberg and Thorndike, 1992) 

sharing information and studying together in a society provides permanent 

learning and reduces the possibility of repeting mistakes, which was also pointed 

out by the student-participants. Most of the students were satisfied with CoL-based 

homework model as they believed that thanks to acting with a community, they 

have the chance to recognize their mistakes and exchange information which 

enhances the academic success of every individual. Besides, the feeling of being a 

part of a society caused the students to feel the responsibility to contribute to the 

task, which enhances their homework performance as the tasks are required to be 

completed for the sake of the community and the individual implicitly, as a 

principle of learning communities (Boyer, 1990; Bell, 2005; Wenger et al., 2002).  

Along with academic development, there were also improvements in personal and 

social aspects as they became aware of unity and gain sense of society (Saban, 

2005; Senemoĵlu, 1997; Corno, 2000). As expressed formerly, CoL has been 

defined as one of the current perspectives in education and it emphasizes acting 

together because as societies are interconnected in todayôs appreciation, 
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individuals in a process should also be considered as being dependent to each other 

during a progress (Aydēn, 2002; Harasim et al., 1995; Yavuz, 2016). Besides, 

modern understandings in education aimed to improve society rather than focus 

only on individual, which results in one for all, all for one awareness (¢elikten et 

al., 2005). In parallel with the statemens from the literature, students emphasize 

that CoL-based homework practices represent a positive impact in terms of social 

development. In learning communities-based homework practices, completing the 

task is a process that occurs by forming ideas and defending them, focusing on 

problem and exchanging ideas with the other individuals, aiming at problem 

solving and active participation. As it is believed in learning communities that 

everyone should give shoulder to the tasks, studentsô collective responsibility 

enhances. During the practice of new homework model, it was observed that the 

communities and individuals became attached to each other and adopted the 

feeling of building a society together.  After designing homework practices based 

on CoL and implementing them in English classes, it was not only stated by the 

students that it enhances collaboration among individuals, promotes collected 

responsibility of them and empowers their sense of community, but also the 

observations of researcher pointed out that learning communities resulted in a 

significant improvement in terms of social consciousness of individuals. Thanks to 

enabling communities in fulfilling homework practices, students become aware of 

being a part of a society and adopting common goals collectively, as one of the 

principles of building a learning community. In order to be a part of the 

community, they made an effort to communicate, which was actually one of the 

purposes of modern learning approaches in FLE, defined as an effective way of 

acquiring language (Rohde, 1996; Fritz, Mo↓llenberg & Chen, 2002; Crystal, 1996). 

Hence, according to the findings, as communication is one of the principles of 

becoming a community, the competitive environment that caused anxiety and 

reluctance especially on the students who feel insufficient in language learning 

gave place to an interactive and collaborative environment that priotirizes the 

benefit of community at first place, as it was also emphasized being crucial in 

related literature promoting interpersonal communication in language learning and 

preferred elements (Altēntaĸ, 2000; Council of Europe, 2001; Saraswathi, 2004; 

Truchot, 2002; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002).  
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As identified one of the upsides for CoL based homework practices in the present 

study, another significant difference was identified under the heading of personal 

development after examining the findings from students. In line with the literature 

that suggest studying together with a group improves self confidence and as a 

result, individuals start to express themselves in a society and become socialized 

(Marlowe and Page, 1998; Ulutaĸ and Diner, 2003), the students stated that with 

the acceptance of belonging to a community, their self-confidence increased as 

they did not feel alone in the process. Also, as it has been proven by authorties that 

the learning communities increase the intellectual communication between student 

and teacher, make individual be aware of himself and his environment and 

strengthen the ability of critical thinking (Butler and Dawkins, 2007; Mitchell and 

Sackney, 2011), the participants in the present study pointed out that with being a 

part of a community, they become conscious about their own being in a collective 

environment. Besides, as the tasks that are completed with the community were 

presented in the classroom, even there were some hesitations at the beginning of 

the practice, their shyness reduced and they got used to express themselves as one 

of the members of a community. Apart from these, students also stated that the 

accuracy level of their homework and their knowledge increased with the help of 

discussions and exchanging information during homework completion and 

presentations, which coincides with the related literature stating that acting 

collaboratively enhances individualôs self-confidence (Reinhardt & Zander 2011). 

Finally, there were also students who underlined some weaknesses about learning 

communities based homework practices in English classes. Even they were not 

common for most of the students, they faced with some problems about 

presentatitons and arranging the meetings for the community members. As stated 

earlier, presentatitons were mostly defined as having positive impact on 

individuals especially in terms of personal development. In contrast, there were 

also students who felt worried about doing presentations together with the 

community during homework evaluations. Another point that caused some 

problems in CoL based homework completion was about the dissatisfaction of the 

students in terms of determined community members by the teacher or the times 

for meetings to complete the task with their friends. When compared with 
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traditional homework model, it is clearly revealed that the drawbacks of learning 

communities based assignments are quite less. Thus, students were pleased with 

the redesigned model of homework based on CoL understanding and when 

compared with common homework model, it provided a significant difference in 

the academic, social and personal development of students. 

Considering the statements of students and comparing the results from two 

semesters in terms of homework performance and exams, it was concluded that 

homework model has a crucial role in attitudes of individuals towards tasks and 

their homework performances. As it is clearly demonstrated that traditional 

homework types result in negative situations in homework practices, new 

assignments should be designed that appeal to studentsô perspectives and modern 

understandings adopted to strengthen FLE. Moreover, as homework is defined 

mostly as an integral part of learning process in literature, its place and 

characteristics should be identified clearly in the curriculum designed for English 

classes in order to prevent inconsistent practices of homework.  

5.2. Implications  

The implications for further practice and research are handled in the coming part 

based on the limitations and encountered situations throught the study. 

5.2.1. Implications for Further Practice 

The aim of the current study was to improve homework performances by 

designing a new homework model based on learning communities understanding 

as its characteristics correspond to modern approaches in FLE and students needs. 

The section presents several implications for practice in the context of FLE and 

curriculum. 

Firstly, as it is revealed by authorities in literature, the climate and charactristics of 

learning environment affect learnersô attitudes towards the class and academic 

performance accordingly. Similarly, the elements of process are shaped based on 
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these aspects. As a result, providing learning environments that are welcomed by 

students and designing appealing assignments should be given more importance in 

order to get desired results. 

The study starts with detailed information about homework assignments in EFL 

classes and community of learners understanding in education. The study can be 

used as a guide by teachers of English facing problems with the completion of 

homework. CoL-based homework model and the activities followed during the 

process can be transferred into different levels in school settings. As the studies are 

rare in this area in Turkey, this study can ensure an example of homework model 

in EFL classes, implementation process and the reactions of the students. 

Nevertheless, the teacher should be aware of the difficulties about the follow-up in 

CoL based homework practices. The teachers should be watchful during the 

implementation of homework assignments as there can be students who do not 

attend the community in meeting sessions or cannot take the pace in community.  

Moreover, the teacher should watch the presentations with care and take notes in 

order to see the studentsô activeness during the session and warn if there is an 

unpredictable situation. Lastly, the physical conditions of the class should be 

suitable for CoL based homework process as presentatitons and holding 

disicussions are integral parts of the process. So, there should be a smart board or a 

computer as there are authentic materials like videos or audios represented during 

presentations and large classroom to place the communities together in order to 

exchange ideas.  

The findings of the present action research provide further implications for the 

curriculum planners, too. The assignments should be placed in the curriculum for 

FLE with a clear definition and homework practices should be redesigned 

according to the modern understandings in teaching-learning process. The teacher 

training programs should be reorganised including ideal homework models in 

English classes for students. By considering those issues, it is highly possible that 

homework practices provide expected results in English classes.  
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5.2.2. Implications for Further Research 

The present study is an action research offering improvements on homework 

practices to the class where the study was conducted. Studying the improvement of 

homework assignments for 8th graders in English classes provides the curriculum 

developers as well as the teachers with essential insight on how to design a new 

homework model that promotes academic performance of students.  

Begin with, as the school was a secondary school and the teacher-researcher tried 

to improve homework performances in FLE classes, this study can only transferred 

to English classes in secondary school settings. Even so, a similar study can be 

conducted in various subject fields. Furthermore, it can be repeated with a whole 

school and more teachers can reflect on their homework preferences at classes and 

improve their homework model based on learning communities understanding.  

Besides, an experimental study can be conducted by creating a control group to 

observe the contributions of CoL based assignments to homework performance 

and academic achievement. It can also help to decide whether traditional or 

modern approaches are effective on homework performance and consequently on 

academic success and provides determining effective homework models in foreign 

language classes. 

As there was a limitation about the timing because of a determined lesson plan for 

English lessons, the teacher decided on one lesson in a week to conduct homework 

presentations and discussions among communities about their tasks. In order to 

include more discussions and get information about the impact of learning 

communities on homework performance, the hour might be increased. 
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