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ABSTRACT

A FEMINIST STUDY ON SOCIAL AND SUBJECTIVE MEANINGS OF
WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES IN MENOPAUSE

Fenercioglu, Nazli Deniz
M.S., Department of Sociology
Supervisor  : Prof. Dr. Yildiz Ecevit

December 2017, 303 Pages

This study is an initial attempt to investigate the relationship between medical and
heteronormative discourse on menopause as a ‘deficiency disease’ and subjective
meanings of menopause based women’s own experiences with a feminist standpoint
perspective. The most fundamental argument of the study arises from the assumption
that medical discourse on the experience of menopause results in distinctive practices
of gender inequality in middle age by imposing reproductivity as inherent to feminine
identity and; thus, contributes to social stigmatization of menopausal women, which
burden middle aged women in terms of self-value and social position. The field
research of this study was conducted in Istanbul. Data was gathered from in-depth
interviews held with twenty women belonging to upper-middle socioeconomic class,
and who are actively working in professional and/or managerial positions. On the
basis of the results of this research, it can be concluded that the experience of
menopause often remains invisible in public space, which might be accompanied with

the feelings of ‘loss’ and ‘uselessness’. Nonetheless, field research highlights that
iv



together with increased social and financial capital by age, professional identity
represents a crucial coping mechanism against heteronormative assumptions on
womanhood; although menopausal stigma can be apparent in workplace as well.
Finally, women’s accounts demonstrate that generational transfer of knowledge and
women’s sharing with each other about women’s embodied experiences are
significant against medicalization of menopause. Yet, they may be neglected due to
identity construction of being ‘modern’ and ‘conscious’ (bilingli) favoring medical

authorities on the knowledge of menopause.

Keywords: Menopause, Middle Age, Medicalization, Embodiment, Feminist
Standpoint Theory
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MENOPOZ DONEMINDE KADIN DENEYIMLERININ SOSYAL VE OZNEL
ANLAMLILIKLARI UZERINE BiR FEMINIST CALISMA

Fenercioglu, Nazli Deniz
Yiiksek Lisans, Sosyoloji Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi:  Prof. Dr. Yildiz Ecevit

Aralik 2017, 303 Sayfa

Bu c¢alisma, tibbi ve heteronormatif diskur icerisinde bir ‘eksiklik hastaligi’ olarak
anilan menopoza dair 6znel anlamliliklari, kadin deneyimlerinden yola ¢ikarak
feminist durus cercevesinden incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Calismanin basat savi
menopoz deneyimine yonelik tibbi diskurun, dogurganlik kapasitesini kadinlik
kimligine igkin sekilde tanimlamasi sebebiyle, farkli toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi
pratiklerine yol acarak orta yasl kadinlarin toplumsal damgalanmasina pay1 oldugu
ve tim bunlarin bu donemdeki kadinlar1 6z-deger ve sosyal statii anlaminda
orseleyebilecegidir. Calismanin alan arastirmasi Istanbul’da gergeklestirilmis olup,
arastirma verilerini yirmi kadinla gerceklestirilen derinlemesine goriismeler
olusturmaktadir. Arastirma katilimcilarinin timii orta-iist sosyoekonomik sinifa
mensup, profesyonel ve/veya yonetici pozisyonlarinda aktif olarak c¢alisan
kadinlardan se¢ilmistir. Arastirmanin sonuglari, menopoz deneyiminin kamusal
alanda cogunlukla ortiili bi¢gimde oldugu ve bu deneyime ‘eksiklik’ ve ‘ise

yaramazlik’ duygularinin eslik edebilecegini gostermistir. Her ne kadar alan
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arastirmasi, yas ile birlikte artan maddi ve sosyal statiiniin yani sira profesyonel
kimligin de kadinlik {izerine var olan heteronormatif varsayimlara kars1 6nemli bir
bas etme mekanizmasi oldugunu gosterse de; menopoz deneyiminin c¢aligsma
yasaminda da toplumsal damgalanma araci olarak kullanilabildiginin altin1 ¢izmistir.
Son olarak, kadinliga dair bedensel doniisiimlerde, nesiller aras1 bilgi aktariminin ve
bu konularda kadinlarin kendi aralarindaki paylasimlarinin, menopoz deneyiminin
tibbilesmesinin Oniine gegmede dnemli rol listlendigi sonucuna varilmistir. ‘Modern’
ve ‘bilingli” olmak iizerine insa edilen sosyal kimligin ise menopoz bilgisi konusunda

tibbi otoritelerin yaklagimini benimsemede etken oldugu goriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Menopoz, Orta Yas, Tibbilesme, Bedensellik, Feminist Durus

Kurami
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Western ideology is able to construct heteronormative social meanings for embodied
processes experienced by women. For instance, the etymological roots of the word
menopause ‘discovered’ with the advancements in modernist medical institutions,
indicates simply the merger of the two words naming ‘menarche’ and ‘pause’. In
parallel, the process of menopause is defined by medical authorities as lack of
menstruation for 12 consecutive months for women after a certain age (Rostosky &
Travis, 1996). As is, the experience of menopause seems not only as quite
straightforward, but depicts itself universal as well, experienced by all women in the
same way regardless of time and geography. Furthermore, by the dominant discourse
of Western bioscience and medicine, the experience of menopause is often referred
as an endocrinopathy of ‘estrogen deficiency’. The reason that menopause is
mentioned as a ‘deficiency’ lies in the very assumption regarding the category of
woman, which is equated with its capacity for reproductivity in heteronormative
culture. Accordingly, the process of menopause is perceived as a negative state, which
goes against the assumed ‘feminine nature’. In this study it is argued that, the
perception of menopause in the Western social setting not only plays a decisive role
about the social value and life chances of middle aged women, but capable of altering
women’s subjective perception adversely as well. However, despite the modernist
effort to impose the experience of menopause as unfavorable and universal for all
women, | assert that modernist claims on menopause is highly reductionist. According
to the anthropological study of Lock (1995), in which she contrasts the medical and
political accounts of women’s middle age between Japanese and North American
contexts, the konenki experience of middle aged Japanese women differs from
menopause both in terms of physiological and social aspects; although, they both refer

to the same period of women’s lives. Unlike menopause, konenki (means ‘change’



and/or ‘change of life’ in Japanese) does not stress end of menstruation as a medical
and psychological condition, but is rather a multilayered term indicating an embodied
transformation (Lock, 1995). What is more interesting, Lock (1995) discovers that the
most commonly known physiological discomforts of menopause such as night sweats,
hot flushes etc. are not apparent in Japanese women until the ‘invention’ of
menopause in Japanese social setting with the permeation of Western scientific
discourse. At this point, the dichotomous understanding towards nature and culture
should be problematized, because Lock’s study reveals that hegemonic discourse of
science and medicine especially on women’s bodies seems to be capable of
influencing the actual experiences and the ways in which embodied processes gains a
social significance. About the legitimization of reductionist claims, women’s
embodied processes like menopause are deliberately emphasized here due to the fact
that the ‘male body’ has happened to be accepted as norm from the very beginning of
the establishment of modern medicine, which usually makes women’s embodied
experiences as highly disguised or invisible; thus, vulnerable against essentialist

assumptions.

In the light of above mentioned arguments, this chapter is dedicated to discuss firstly
how the process of aging and its interactions with the concepts of body and gender
are approached by feminist thought in order to reveal possible categories of
intersection about the experience of menopause. Departing from these discussions,
the aim and scope of the study will be introduced later by substantiating
methodological claims of the research. Lastly, organization of the thesis will be

explained in detail in order to guide the reader through the structure of the study.
1.1. Feminist Discussions on Aging, Body and Gender

Since the experience of menopause indicates aging as well, I chose to start the
discussion from how aging is approached in feminist thought. Although feminist
theory does not have a brief history in terms of aging, according to Leni Marshall
(2006), the related studies are not tried to be included into the central discussions of

feminism; instead they are mostly applauded as ‘pioneering’. Supporting Marshall
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(2006), similar criticisms towards feminist theory were posed by Calasanti (2006),
who insists on the idea that ageism permeates in feminist works, by addressing to the
dimension of age, which is only considered as an ‘et cetera’ along with other
uncontested dynamics such as race, class and ethnicity interrelating with gender
oppression. From the accounts of Marshall and Calasanti it may be inferred that
theorizing about age relations and placing aging at the center of women’s studies as
a system of inequality have long been ignored by feminists. According to McDonald
(1989) feminism deals with old age as an ‘othered’ category; instead of including
older women in the category of woman, resulting in old women remained outside of
‘sisterhood’. Additionally, their identity are given place either together with their

mother or grandmother positions (Marshall, 1989).

From these criticisms it is understood that ‘aging’ should be re-conceptualized in
feminism by focusing on its interrelations with gender in order to rebuild the category
of woman by including middle age and elderly years. Since aging is an embodied
phenomenon, the conceptualization of body as well, which always has a controversial
position within feminist discussions, carries itself to a valuable place. According to
Sandberg (2013) the materiality of corporeality, in other words lived and fleshly body,
has long been obliterated in gender studies; instead, the social and cultural aspects of
gender has been focused. Whereas, Colebrook disagrees the systematic negligence
regarding the materiality of the body; because, the body “possesses a force and being
that marks the very character of representation” (2000:77). In that sense, it would not
be inaccurate to agree with Laz (2003) that the material reality of the body directly
engages in social interpretation. Considering corporeality explicitly as a material
reality and in the light of feminist advances in body theory; women’s studies can equip
itself with better tools in order to examine the lives of middle aged and older women
within their subjective specifity (Marshall, 2006). Without the negligence toward
embodiment it may easily be seen that old and middle aged people are not, in fact,
just like people but only older in terms of age. They are different; thus, as in the case
of other forms of oppression, we must acknowledge and accept these differences, and

even see them as valuable (Calasanti, 2006). Binary thinking towards the subject and
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the world, which is originated from Cartesian dichotomy of mind and body embraced
by modernist paradigm, appears as the most important disposition restraining the
consideration of bodily materiality (Grosz, 1994). In order to acknowledge how
bodies emerge themselves as cultural and symbolic representations, Sandberg’s

following words are illuminating:

“Studies of aging bodies and sexed bodies are consequently in need of non-
binary theorizations. [...] The material body should be understood as possessing
force and agency to also shape subjectivity and sociality, and not merely as
malleable raw material taking shape in sociocultural discursive regimes” (2013:

17).

More importantly, the power of Grosz’s theory lies not only on her non-binary
approach to embodiment; yet, she also allows for theorization of bodily specifities as
a marker of ‘difference’ (Grosz, 1994). In parallel, examining the aging body also
requires rethinking of conceptualization of gender, embodiment and sexuality.
Furthermore, this approach is beyond a mere theoretical pursuit; but also should be
embraced as a way of providing ‘less partial’ reflections of the complex lived

experiences of midlife (Sandberg, 2013).

After a brief and critical introduction about the position of aging women in feminist
thought within its interactions of body and embodied subjectivity, the responds
towards age and aging in feminism should also be examined and problematized,
because same approaches can be adapted to embodiment of menopause as well. The
first approach towards aging can be considered as the mainstream one, which
indicates a common and persistent discourse on aging as loss, decline and deprivation
(Gullette, 1998). Correspondingly, this approach towards aging as a failure tend to
create fear, anxiety and disgust, which contributes also the stigmatization of middle
aged and older individuals (Calasanti, 2006). Under these connotations aging is tend
to be perceived as something which should be ‘resisted’ as much as possible.
Furthermore, as Cruikshank (2003) notes, the inescapable judgement that only young

women’s bodies are attractive not only reveals the gendered aspect of aging sustaining
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women’s oppression in middle and old age; but also underlines the lack of feminist
knowledge about in which ways middle aged and older women endure this

differentiated gender inequality.

The second approach towards aging is ‘successful aging’ or ‘agelessness’, which is
relatively new that has developed under the influence of neoliberal political economy.
According to Friedan (2006), successful aging becomes a cultural dictate towards
staying fit and active, not looking old and, in fact, reinforces certain standards of aging
and middle age. Within this framework it is undeniable that “the body has become
central to identity and to aging, and the maintenance of its youthful appearance has
become a lifelong project” (Calasanti, 2006). Friedan (2006) stands critical towards
the discourse of ‘successful aging’ again, due to gender concerns, that even if it seems
to defy ageist stereotypes of old women as ‘useless’, it still remains ageist due to the
fact that it imposes standards for aging and middle age. As argued in Liang and Luo
(2012) it does not aim to challenge the age hierarchy and ageism in the first place still
by retaining youthfulness as desirable (Liang & Luo, 2012). Related with ‘successful
aging’, proponents of ‘agelessness’ argue that age is nothing but a social construction.
Nevertheless, Andrews (1999) problematizes the motivation behind ‘agelessness’;
because only old age is tried to be eliminated compared to other aging processes such
as infancy, adolescence or adulthood (302). Port (2006) focusses on the aspect of
consumerism, which might be augmented with the discourse of ‘successful aging” and
might become burdening especially for women. She argues that starting with middle
age women gain a certain level of achievement of a social capital through their
personal and professional advancements. However, their energy and relative
independency of men, are rechanneled this time for maintaining their social status,
which tend to decrease due to aging, via consumer behavior in terms of medical
interventions and cosmetic products. In parallel, Woodward (1997) emphasized the
invisibility of middle aged and older women by assuming the same with Port that
women are the relatively more capable of sustaining their lives autonomously after
middle age. Departing from this assumption, she seeks the answers of the question of:

‘what if, middle and old aged bodies are more visible?” Above mentioned debates,
5



which are especially crystallized in Port’s and Woodward’s analysis, indicates the

reasons behind asserting that ‘aging’ is a feminist issue.

Moreover, it is highly significant to note that these social constructions of aging
regardless of being oppositional to each other, creates a gender privilege favoring men
over women. In other words, in the light of above mentioned discussions, this study
argues that aging socially deprives women more often than men. Sandberg (2013)

contributes on this issue as follows:

“Not only are discourses on old age as either decline or success narrowly binary;
these dual discourses also implicate clearly gendered connotations. Descriptions
of the ageing body as a frail, leaky and unbounded body and assertions that old
age is characterized by non-productivity and increasing passivity and
dependency clearly parallel the characterizations of female bodies and
femininity” (2013: 14).

Although discussions held on embodiment and aging bring valuable insights for
gerontological perspective, this study focuses more on the experiences of women in
menopausal transition. Yet, it is not wrong to assume that the experience of
menopause, which is widely accepted as an indicator of aging for women, also
manifest itself in an oppressive manner due to above mentioned conceptualizations of
aging. Especially in neoliberal setting, where aging is equated with unproductivity,
the social value of maturing women is influenced in a disadvantageous way (Martin,
1997). The reason for that lies in the very assumption about productivity of women,
which is often allied with their capacity of bearing children (Gergen, 2000).
Therefore, the embodiment of menopause may result in women to feel the loss of their
personal worth. Departing from the assumption of this study investigates women’s
agency during their experience of menopause by bringing the materiality of

embodiment to the forefront and cultural construction of this experience.



1.2. Aim and Scope of the Study

The study embraces to seek interpretations for the research question of ‘what kind of
cultural and subjective meanings are attached to menopausal embodiment and in
which way these meanings engage in formulating midlife both in terms of gender
inequality and women’s sense of identity, based on women’s experiences of

menopause?’

It should be implied that especially in the medical discourse the experience of
menopause has divided into three phases, namely pre-menopause, menopause and
post-menopause that indicates the processes of menopause from the beginning until
the end. However, in this study all these phases are referred under the umbrella of ‘the
experience of menopause’; since the study does not pursue medial explanations. More
importantly, the primary source of knowledge of this research is women’s own
accounts about their experiences of menopause and they did not refer their experience
by dividing it into these three phases. Therefore, the plain term of menopause is

preferred to be used throughout the study.

The initial methodological claim of the study is going beyond dualist oppositions
starting from mind and body in order to underline the materiality of embodiment. In
the light of this claim, sex/gender and nature/culture distinctions will be revisited as
well. Furthermore, the methodology of the thesis is organized around multiplicity of
women’s experiences of menopause based on feminist standpoint approach in order
to look beyond the curtain of invisibility regarding women in middle age and to avoid
from providing monolithic explanations, which mostly dominates the medical
discourse about the experience of menopause. However, while problematizing the
hegemonic medical discourse and/or medicalization of menopause due to the fact that
it labels the experience of menopause as an ‘estrogen deficiency disease’ and favors
hormone replacement therapy (HRT) in order to ‘cure’ menopause, the HRT choices
of women are not evaluated within a pro- or anti- HRT framework. The primary
motivation behind this attitude is again overcoming binary oppositions. It should be

also noted that agency of women related with their experience of menopause will be
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elaborated based on an intersectional analysis, which especially assumes age, class
and gender as interdependent forming not only social meanings but also women’s

identity.

Under these methodological claims, in-depth interviews are embraced as data
collection method. The interviews are conducted with 20 women, who belongs to
upper-middle class and actively working either in high status jobs as professionals or
in managerial positions. It is important to note that designating an age range for the
research participants is deliberately refrained, since the study does not rely on medical
assumptions of menopause. Interviews lasted approximately one hour for each. Most
of the interviews were held either in the workplace of women or in places nearby.
After confirming women’s consent to participate in the study voluntarily, the
interviews was tape-recorded and transcribed. After data collection, findings were

coded manually in order to form further concepts for analysis.

After closing this section, findings should be mentioned briefly. To begin with, due
to the elimination of age limit, the research participants revealed a further invisibility
of women, who experienced menopause in the early years of their lives; thus, the
study also covers the discussions related with ‘early menopause’. Additionally, from
some of the interviews it is understood that the experience of menopause may appear
intersectionally with other health conditions like thyroid and breast cancer, which
target women most of the time. In discussing data, a special importance is attached to
the knowledge about menopause and in which ways women learn about this
experience. Considering the general profile of the research participants, a strong
emphasis on ‘being modern’ is made appearing as an important dynamic, which

increases the trust and reliability for medical institutions.

Moving on the public representations of menopause, it is understood that the
messages given by media reinforces the stigmatization of menopausal women. Most
of the respondents agree on the existence of menopausal stigma and especially in the
workplace it may be compelling for women. Under these circumstances ‘hiding’ the

experience of menopause seen as a common coping mechanism against social
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stigmatization. In other respects, talking about menopause is manifested within a
context of ‘joking’ as well, which is evaluated as highly interrelated with the tendency

of ‘hiding’ that inscribes the invisibility of menopause and middle age.

The ‘feminine ethos’ reiterated by Sybylla (1997) indicates that reproduction,
sexuality, youth and beauty are seem as innate mainstream dynamics of being
feminine. Corresponding with that claim, the menopausal experiences of women are
investigated especially in the contexts of work and marriage life, which may bear
clues about women’s oppression peculiar to middle age. As a result, emotional
distress and feelings of ‘uselessness’, ‘loss’, ‘failure’, and ‘shame’ are widely
observed, whose level discerns in accordance with women’s work position, social and
financial capital. To illustrate, finitude of reproductive capacities may be emotionally
burdening for women; yet it is also noticed that whether they have children or not,
might be irrelevant. Furthermore, middle age and physiological challenges of
menopause such as vaginal dryness appears itself as additionally compelling for
women in terms of sexuality, which is often perceived as an activity favoring men. In
addition, sexual disharmony may be seen as a treat to marital union as well due to the
anxiety over the possibility of partner’s infidelity. Another dimension of ‘feminine
ethos’ is related with youth and beauty, which not only channels women’s money and
energy on cosmetic industry; but also creates severe exhaustion in women’s identity
due to physical decay, especially for women who is mostly known as a beautiful

throughout their lives.

The constant effort towards being healthy and staying healthier is highly related with
women’s class positions, in which health and wellness are frequently perceived as a
self-realization project in accordance with contemporary trends of healthy life and
nutrition. Parallel with this pattern, doctors and medical institutions are highly
praised. On the other hand, dialogue with medical experts can also be considered as
problematic in terms of women’s experience of menopause and their decision making
towards utilization of HRT. In return, sharing the experience of menopause inter-

generationally or within a cohort of women appears as a significant negotiation
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mechanism against medical discourse and compensates doctor’s negligence about
emotional needs of women in menopause. Moreover, the sharing of experience is
attributed a political value as well; because it can be considered as an alternative
discourse providing knowledge about menopause based on women’s own

experiences.

Finally, the empowering aspects of midlife is introduced, in which self-confidence
and maturity revealed as pioneering prospects uttered by women; although these
cannot be directly related with the experience of menopause. Driving forward the
empowering aspects of middle age goes beyond the motivations of ‘successful aging’;
since it not only deals with women’s physiology but focuses on agency instead. In the
next section the aim and scope of the study will be clarified further by explaining the

organization of thesis.
1.3. Organization of the Thesis

To begin with, it should be noted that parallel with the above mentioned debates
regarding the marginality of old age in feminism, in the Turkish context as well, the
experience of menopause is rarely subjected to academic writings except of few
studies. Moreover, problematizing embodiment in feminist theory has always been a
slippery zone due to sex/gender distinction, which can be considered as a fundamental
foundation of legitimization of feminism within modernist paradigm. Therefore, by
acknowledging discussions about women’s body is precarious and elusive due to the
fact that the inferences may easily lead to essentialist and reductionist claims and
threaten feminist gains achieved so far; | try to justify my point of view clearly by
conducting an extensive discussion about the concept body in social theory by
introducing existing approaches towards it, naming naturalistic and constructionist
views. Subsequently, the sex/gender dichotomy is problematized by introducing
corporeal feminist perspectives standing in opposition towards dualist understanding.
After dealing with the concept of body, epistemological framework of the study will
be elaborated by locating feminist standpoint theory (FST) in a versatile position

regarding modernism and postmodernism, which is followed by addressing the
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significance of embodiment and experience of menopause in standpoint feminism. In
chapter 3, a detailed review of the existing feminist literature about the experience of
menopause in terms of medicalization of menopause, media representations and
issues about sexuality, is introduced. In the light of these aspects of menopause, a
special importance is attached for the case of Turkey along with international debates

in chapter 3.

The fourth chapter of the study is dedicated to introduce the methodological
framework of the thesis including the details related with research case selection,
specifics about research method, data collection processes, and clarifications

regarding researcher’s reflexivity and ethical considerations.

The purpose of the following three chapters is to analyze and discuss the data acquired
from the fieldwork. In that sense, fifth chapter is devoted to explain the initial
dynamics at the first encounter with the experience of menopause. Chapter 4 can be
considered as the most fruitful part of the study; because the social stigmatization of
menopause, recognition of feminine identity, meanings attributed to healthiness are
discussed together with women’s agency. The last chapter about the analysis of the
data tries to bring out political aspects of midlife not only by problematizing medical
institutions and women’s dialogue with their doctors but also by emphasizing women-
to-women conversations on menopause held with mothers, elder relatives and friends.
After problematizing the ‘hiding’ and ‘joking’ tendencies in talking about menopause,
the second part of this chapter the features the empowering aspects of middle age in
a broader sense going beyond the experience of menopause. After the analysis and
discussion of the data, the thesis is concluded by summarizing the prominent findings
of the research. Additionally, in the conclusion chapter, contributions of the study to
the existing feminist literature is clarified by underlining the limitations of the study

and offering directions for further studies.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORIZING MENOPAUSE AS AN EMBODIED EXPERIENCE

In this chapter, 1 would like to begin with conceptualization of body in order to
problematize the ‘subject’ and the ‘category of woman’ in social theory from the
establishment of sociology as a scientific discipline. In addition, | am going to discuss
selective contemporary approaches towards a conceptualization of an ‘embodied
subjectivity’ both in sociology and feminist theory within a feminist standpoint
perspective by introducing relevant concepts such as situated knowledge, partiality,

intersectionality, outsider/within status and epistemic privilege.

2.1. Going Beyond Dualities: Locating ‘Body’ as a Key Concept

Since the study aims for an enhanced understanding about the experience of
menopause, the concept of “body’ carries itself to a valuable place. Therefore, it would
be useful to follow the journey of body in social theory and its interrelations with the

concept of gender and the category of woman.

It is essential to state that the importance of body regarding self-identity and
individual agency is not static throughout the history of sociological thought. From
the establishment of sociology as a discipline, body is not regarded as an object of
study and often pushed to the margins of the discipline as an already given entity,
which did not need any further investigation regarding its sociological meanings
(Shilling, 1993; Turner, 1991). In fact, the concept of body is only perceived as a
fleshly matter of human beings and except from its biological functioning, most kind
of bodily processes are neglected by sociologists (Shilling, 1993). However, since the
body cannot be ignored entirely arising from the fact that, human beings engage in
social life and in their own subjectivities through their bodies like in speaking,
thinking, working, etc., the discipline of sociology has partly acknowledged the

existence of the body from a surface level. As Shilling states that the concept of body
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has historically been an absent presence in sociology, in which without omitting the
body from the discipline, the subject matter has been embraced in a disembodied
manner (1993:19).

Nonetheless in today’s contemporary days, where the recognition of subjectivities
skyrocketed by the influence of postmodern way of thinking, representations of body
are almost limitless and body is perceived as the mainstream way of self-expression
(Giddens, 1990; Bourdieu, 1984). Although, the concept of body has gained a popular
place as a sociological issue in social theory recently parallel with the increased status
of body as a constitutive of self, some embodied processes still tend to remain either
invisible, or in the margins of sociological discussion such as puerperality or
menopause. | argue that, the ontological status of the subject divided by body and
mind results in that systematic negligence of some of these bodily processes.
Additionally, it is beyond coincidence that most of these bodily transformations are
related with the feminine body and; thus, it should be problematized in a feminist
framework as well. In order to overcome gender inequality and heteronormative

culture Rich (1980) also addressed to reclaiming the concept of body:

“[We] need to begin with the female body -our own- [is] understood [...] as
locating the grounds from which to speak with authority as women. Not to
transcend this body, but to re-claim it. To reconnect our thinking and speaking
with the body of this particular living human individual, a woman” (213).

In this regard, it would not be wrong to say that the ontological background of our
way of thinking is dominated by dualism, which is “the assumption that there are two
distinct, mutually exclusive and mutually exhaustive substances, mind and body, each
of which inhabits its own self-contained sphere” (Grosz, 1994: 6). Grosz interpreted
this ontological position as somatophobic resulting from her detailed investigation
about the conceptualization of body in Western philosophical and Christian tradition
(Grosz, 1994; Fraser & Greco, 2005). In a somatophobic way of thinking human
beings are neglected in their natural and biological form of existence, because “body
has regarded as a source of interference in, and a danger to, the operations of reason”
(Grosz, 1994: 5). She (1994) also emphasized that even the prefix ‘soma’ referring to

body has originated from the Greek word ‘séma’, which means dungeon.
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In her argumentation of somatophobia, Grosz especially focused on Descartes, who
is considered as the cornerstone philosopher of modernist thinking. She states that,
Descartes institutionalized the irreconcilable distinction between soul and nature in
Western philosophy by Cartesianism (Grosz, 1994: 6). Descartes’s binary definition
of substance asserts that the thinking substance -res cogitans- and the extended
substance -res extensa- are mutually exclusive (Bordo, 1986; Grosz, 1994). Within
this context, the extended substance functions only in accordance with natural, causal
laws like a mechanical device. On the other hand, thinking substance is super-natural,
which is not contingent upon natural laws. Therefore, the consciousness of the subject
is totally freed from its corporeality (Grosz, 1994). Cartesianism and dualist thinking
should be problematized especially from two crucial frameworks. Firstly, dualism
manipulates our way of thinking also in a dichotomic manner and reproduces other
dichotomies like man/woman, subject/object, nature/culture etc. which are also highly
problematic and criticized by contemporary social scientists and feminists (Fraser &
Greco, 2005). Secondly —related with the first one-, it must be stressed that dualist
thinking intrinsically constructs a hierarchical relation between two poles of the
dichotomy (hooks, 1984).
“Binarization of mind and body does not only indicate a dichotomy, in which

two concepts are mutually exclusive; but also it designates a self-evident
hierarchy where mind is incontestably privileged over body” (Grosz, 1994: 6).

This philosophical tradition, which Grosz followed back to the ancient Greece and
Christianity, has a major influence in conceptualization of subject in social sciences
and ‘category of woman’ in feminist theory. In that sense, the subject in social
sciences is tended to be equated with its mind and reasoning. Because, social sciences,
or sociology in particular, have gained legitimation as an autonomous discipline by
distancing themselves from the nature and focused entirely on the soul/culture/mind
of the subject (Shilling, 1994). Hence as Foucault (1980) emphasized, the emergence
and rise of both social sciences and modern medicine has a very close historical
connection. Social sciences and modern medicine roughly represent the two poles of
dualism namely mind and body. In fact, it would not wrong to say that science itself

is perceived in a dichotomic way in terms of natural sciences and humanities, each of
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which consider the different sides of mind/body dichotomy as superior. Sociology
attempts to interpret human behavior not in terms of biology; but with the operations
of mind and reasoning. At this point, it is clear that the dualist approach does not only
indicates a separation of subject into a two mutually exclusive components —mind and
body- ; but also, establishes a strong hierarchy between them and prioritize mind over

body. Turner explained this with these words:

“Any attempt to direct sociology towards a theory of the body must appear as a
heretical betrayal, since such a movement suggests simultaneously biologism
and methodological individualism” (Turner, 1984: 36).

As implied by Turner, the dominance of dualist thinking in social sciences, where
subjectivities are handled limited within their mental activities, may result in the
experience of menopause is rather an invisible transition. Before moving on
conceptualization of an embodied subjectivity based on more recent sociological
studies, it would be conductive to briefly discuss the relevant theories reinforcing the
dual status of the body in sociology and its relations with aging, health, medicine and
menopause. Based on Shilling’s (1993) categorization the dual status of the body in
social theory the concept of body is reinforced from naturalistic and constructionists
views, both of which acknowledges the concept of body from the opposite side of the

implicit hierarchical thinking of Cartesianism.

2.1.1. Naturalistic Views

All the approaches considering body as a biological and pre-social phenomenon can
be analyzed under naturalistic views. According to naturalistic understanding, the
state and activities of an individual being or a society is irrelevant with the operations
of body. Body is understood as a basis, on which the super-structures of self and
society are formed (Shilling, 1993:41). Actually, these views were flourished parallel
with the foundation of sociology as a discipline, because social sciences had to let the
body behind and focus on the sociality of individuals by emphasizing their mental
and social abilities. In this case, letting ‘the body’ behind was a matter of legitimation
for social sciences. Thus, explanations regarding body is mostly pushed into the limits

of biology which are essentialist. According to Shilling (1994) naturalistic views
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began dominating the realm of science after 18" century. Egalitarianism created a
new ideological setting, where women also should be equal with men. Yet, the
biological distinction between men and women is considered as paradoxical
considering the settled ideology of men are superior to women. According to
Gallagher and Laqueur (1987), naturalistic interpretation has come into prominence
after this dilemma in order to find a naturalistic foundation for the inequalities
between men and women. Therefore, after 18" century ‘the instable nature of women’
is crystallized especially in the discussions of health and illness and inequalities
between men and women are legitimized within the egalitarian discourse as well by

stressing biological differences.

In 19" century starting from the Western world, civilization of human-kind has
undergone a major transformation with industrialization. This historical period again
is crucial, which altered the meaning of body and also brought even stronger
boundaries between the bodies of men and women, because home and workplace has
separated so that men’s and women’s bodies has diversified in terms of its functioning
(Shilling, 1993). Moreover, the uncertainty originating from that rapid and unstable
economic change created fear and anxiety, which helped to popularize naturalistic
views towards women’s bodies. According to Shilling:
“Naturalistic views on the human body, bolted onto existing gender relations,

served to transplant fears of economic chaos away from the minds of men and
on to the biological bodies of women” (Shilling, 1993:47).

This also accelerates the medicalization of women’s bodies as well, by defining men’s
body as the perfect representation of a human being. On the contrary, women’s bodies
were seen as imperfect and pathological due to all its reproductive functioning starting
with menstruation. When we come to the end of 19" century and the beginning of 20™"
century, a new biological and medical discourse is introduced by genetics.
Improvements in the field of genetics, human beings apt to be reduced to their genes,

in which people are perceived only as the aggregate of certain amino acids.

All these constituents of naturalistic views not only legitimizes; but also, reproduces
social inequalities even today, because inequalities are seen as inevitable and natural
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facts within this framework. Since these views interpret existing social inequalities as
natural and; thus inevitable, white race and male body tend to be manifested as
superior. At this point Shilling’s argument is crucial:

“Women’s experiences Of their bodies are distorted by dominant social forces.

[...] Although, the body provides a basis for the construction of patriarchal social

relations, these relations are themselves seen as shaping the bodies of women”
(Shilling, 1993:63 [Emphasis original]).

This argument is crucial in order to reveal that self and bodily perception is
susceptible to social dynamics or, in other words, body gets involved in social

relations explicitly.

Although, one might easily get the feeling that naturalistic views have already been
outdated. Yet, naturalistic views are still utilized in contemporary neoliberal and
neoconservative social systems, so that deepening social inequalities are depictured
as natural and inevitable. In that sense, the discussions related with body and
especially in the cases of aging and menopause, naturalistic views are still highly
pervaded in every aspect of life most especially in medicine, which is confounding.
For example, depression is accounted of one of the ‘symptoms’ of menopause (Avis,
Brambilla, McKinlay & Vass, 1994). What is interesting here is that, medical
explanations tend to regard menopausal depression by referencing it to hormonal
imbalances. Is it really, purely and simply hormones and nothing more? This question
is barely asked by medical authorities. This is a striking example of how intrinsic and
dominant the naturalistic views towards body in general and menopause in particular
even in the case of depression, which is also a mental disorder and could easily be
related with and should be evaluated together with social and environmental factors.
Yet, human body is still considered that it is consisted of a hierarchical system of
organs led by brain and hormones released by it. This approach towards menopause
is highly biologically deterministic. Surely, it would be inept to say that hormonal
deficiencies and imbalances do not have implications on human body. But, the
emphasis here is the lack in perception of medicine that human body and mind are
interconnected not only with each other but also with all social relationships.

Therefore, in discussing about aging and menopause naturalistic views should not be
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treated as if they have already marginalized; on the contrary biologistic explanations,
which creates monolithic explanations on bodily processes, should unceasingly be
criticized in order to shake this steady biologistic basis and force them to question

their naturalistic claims.

2.1.2. Constructionist Views

The second vein regarding the body in social theory can be categorized under
constructionist views which have been arisen rather recently compared to naturalistic
views. Constructionist understanding has mostly developed within the advancements
of postmodern and post-structuralist way of thinking. In comparison with naturalistic
views, constructionist ones can be considered as more enhanced; thus, it would not
be inaccurate to argue that the constructionist views has nourished in a great deal the
discussions on body and feminist thinking. The reason is that it approaches the body
as a unit of analysis, which power dynamics reflects on, influence and even structure
its whole meaning (Shilling, 1994). Constructionist approach briefly focuses on social
power dynamics, discipline, punishment and the issues of recognition. Hence, its
spheres of concerns are highly related with the representation of body and bodily
images in a heteronormative and capitalist social setting. In that sense, constructionist
interpretation allows for a more detailed analysis of the relation between body and
gender as well. Following a symbolic interactionist and tradition scholars being in the
forefront like Michel Foucault, Erving Goffman, and Judith Butler shares the
constructionist motivations in their theories. According to social constructionism the
body is socially shaped, constrained and invented; thus, social difference and
boundaries are totally social constructs (Shilling, 1993; Bendelow & Williams, 2002).
Albeit, social constructionists differs in defining what is constructed as body, what is
the difference of body from other socially constructed phenomena or what dimension
of body is more open to social construction, they are all in opposition to naturalist
perception of body represented as a purely biological phenomenon. In other words,
they all argue that body is a receptor rather than a generator of social meanings even

if they define divergent relationships between body and society (Shilling, 1993:70).
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Even though constructionist views contributes a lot in the analysis of body with
valuable insights related with power dimension and freed from biologistic
explanations, it would be incorrect to declare that constructionist approaches entirely
overcome the dual approach towards the body and the subject. In general sense,
constructionism maintains that the body becomes meaningful and shaped within
social relationships. However, this approach to the body annihilates the actual
physical aspects of body and makes the concept of body a subset of culture. Shilling
states about constructionist views that “body is presented as an item of discussion;

but absent as an object of analysis” (Shilling, 1993:81).

Physiological bodies, which are develop, transform and grow old is ignored so that
the repercussions of these transition processes itself on the subject is deeply ignored
in constructionist understanding. Their theory represents the opposite pole of
Cartesianism, in which natural is constructed based on social and these interpretations
are induced through categorization depending on mind’s receptiveness.
Concordantly, constructionist theories may be considered as disembodied, in which
the body is viewed as the result of discursive processes. Therefore, it would not be
inaccurate to maintain that constructionist views deal with the issue of body in an
essentialist way reducing the concept of body not natural but discursive processes. No
doubt that naturalistic essentialism and discursive essentialism should not be evened
up; because the relationship defined as discursive is not likely to be given and
inevitable, yet open to transformation. However, since this very likelihood of
transformation is not represented as originating from the materiality of the body itself,
the attitude of constructionism also lack a perception of subject in its own

corporeality.

2.2. Rethinking Sex/Gender Dichotomy: Responding to Corporeal Turn

Feminism was born from modernist paradigm; yet, it always holds a critical attitude
towards modernist thinking by claiming that science, economy, politics, mainly all
social fields were male dominated which results in women having a subordinated

hierarchical position in society (Ramazanoglu, 2002). In order to be more specific, a
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separate realms of nature and culture, as an extension of dualist thinking, should be
clarified (Mies, 1986: 75; Beasley, 1999). Accordingly, nature field can be defined
as the subject's natural, biological and inevitable part; whilst culture field can be
defined as subject's any kind of social interactions, more suitable for subject's
initiative (Ramazanoglu, 1989; Bordo, 2004). Feminist thinking objects the perceived
notion of woman’s belonging in the natural field and male’s belonging in the cultural
field derived from nature/culture dualism. At this point, the question should be asked
considering mind/body and the analogous nature/culture dualism: ‘“Why did men end
up associated with the realm of culture, while women ended up in the realm of

nature?’

A large chunk of the answer to this question lies in the corporeality itself. Women go
through many bodily processes related with their reproductive capacities, such as
menstruation, pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding, puerperality, and menopause for
the majority of their lifetimes. Therefore, women are perceived in the realm of nature.
Regarding the already instated hierarchy that acts on the realms of nature and culture,
sourced by the mind/body dualism influences the social position of women
negatively, and forced women to a subordinated social position (Mies, 1986).
Additionally, it is essential to stress that, capitalist mode of production also increased
the nature/culture dichotomy and contributed to inequality of men and women by
presenting ideological frameworks. Capitalist mode of production separated the home
and work fields; and in this context, culture field, specifically, became a pure
manifestation of the realm of ‘social’. On the other hand, women to provide for the
children and the needs of the household, could not join the work force and remained
at homes, unlike pre-capitalist time. This situation caused them to be associated with
the nature field even stronger. Hartsock (1985) points out the ideological motive

behind this separation:
“Tt is not accidental that women are associated with quasi-human and nonhuman
nature, that woman is associated with the body and material life, that the lives of

women are systematically used as examples to characterize the lives of those
ruled by their bodies rather than their minds” (300).
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From her accounts it is understood that both men and capitalist mode of production
ideologically benefits from the increased inequality between men and women, since
women's provides not only daily reproduction of the household and the worker, but
also the reproduction the labor force as well. For this reason, it can be said that the
increasing nature/culture dichotomy converges in a hegemonic structure in a capitalist

system (Ramazanoglu, 1989).

By objecting subordination of women with their criticisms on nature/culture
dichotomy, feminist thinking gained its legitimacy in the already established modern
scientific knowledge, with another conceptualization on body. As is known, Simon
de Beauvoir laid the foundations of the feminist thinking with her well-known
assertion of “one is not born a woman, but becomes a woman” (de Beauvoir, 2010:
330). As mentioned before de Beauvoir also emphasizes that, male dominated social
system legitimized itself with the definition of the male’s belonging in the realm of
culture and woman’s belonging in the realm of nature. This unequal social disposition
that placed woman on the lower levels of the social hierarchy, comes from the idea
that, woman, because of their nature -i.e. their body-, are inevitably as are. However,
de Beauvoir, claims that being born with male or female genitalia is not enough to
form the male and female identity and these categories are social constructs. From
this perspective, she asserts that sex and gender are separate concepts (de Beauvoir,
2010: 330; Oakley, 1972). De Beauvoir claims that the identity of man and woman,
that is to say apart from the bodily difference between two sexes, is shaped later, as
one adopts the socially set gender roles (de Beauvoir, 2010). In that sense, the main
argument of the feminist thinking is shaped by their assumption that the difference
between men and women is not natural and/or inevitable but social and; thus,
avoidable. Therefore, in order to gain equality and emancipation in present gender
hierarchy, feminists claim that women should incorporate themselves into this very
realm of culture. According to Witz (2000) this conceptualization of sex and gender
reiterated by feminist thinking also provides the very source of legitimization of

feminism among social theory with following words:
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“Feminist sociologists, inspired by de Beauvoir’s analysis of how one is not born
but becomes a woman and armed with the conceptual distinction between ‘sex’
and ‘gender’ (Oakley, 1972), pulled female sociality into view by way of the
concept of gender. The distinction between the corporeal material of ‘sex’ and
the sociality of gender was enabling moment of feminist sociology. Feminist
sociologists sidelined body matters and foregrounded gender matters. Precisely
because they were sociologists, they did latterly for women what sociology had
done formerly for men: they retrieved them from the realm of ‘biological’, the
‘corporeal’ or the ‘natural’ and instated them within the realm of ‘social’. They
began to release them from the theory of biological or natural determinism and
subject them to a theory of social determinism” (2000: 3).

However, following Cartesian tradition, sex/gender distinction results in feminist to
focus more on the concept of gender and excludes the materiality of the body. “De
Beauvoir is trapped within that Cartesian mind/body dualism which underpins the
existentialist conceptualization of freedom as a project of mind, and as a state of
consciousness” (Hughes & Witz, 1997: 52). Here, it should be stressed that feminist
thinking adapts itself to contemporary social changes and discussions since De
Beauvior; thus, did not remain static throughout the history of feminism. Whereas, in
the first wave feminism, which corresponds roughly between the years of 1910-1950,
the category of gender is formed around the discourse of ‘sameness’ and ‘sisterhood’.
It has reversed with second wave feminism by declaring ‘difference’ for the category
of gender between the years 1950-1980 inspired from the developments in
postmodern thought.* The focus of this study is more parallel with the contemporary
approaches of feminism which can be covered under the umbrella of post second
wave feminist movement, where ‘difference’ between women, which is underlined
with postmodernism and emancipatory ideals through women’s struggle are tried to
be blended together after 1990°s. In contemporary feminist discussions not only the
subject is recognized with her differences; but also she produces her own knowledge
about her subjectivity. Moreover, post second wave feminism, investigates a
possibility of a common ideal of empowerment within such a comprehension of
subjectivity. Sex, gender, body/corporeality and representation of subjectivity are

crucial and must be re-conceptualized according to post-second wave feminists who

1 For more details see: Evans, J. (1995). Feminist theory today: An introduction to second-wave
feminism. Sage.
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are both a reaction and a continuation of the second wave feminism. Since this study
aims more than a mere criticism of Cartesianism, biologism or first wave feminism;
in fact it is intended to offer new approaches for conceptualizing body both in social
theory and feminism, which is not passive or objectified; but as an integral part of
subjectivity. Accordingly Witz stressed:

“The ‘corporeal turn’ in sociology and in feminist philosophy must be carefully

and critically negotiated by feminist sociologists as they seek to move

confidently beyond the troubled sex/gender distinction and attend to the task of
embodying gender” (Witz, 2000: 2).

Parallel with this attempt the question must be; how to make sense of the interaction
between subject, gender and body without asserting biologist, essentialist claims and
utilizing body as the intersecting factor of subjectivity/sociality not only in feminist
thought; but in scientific reasoning in general. In this respect, the concept of body
should be embraced as a site of social, political, cultural even geographical record,
production and construction. In the light of these premises, regardless of the type of
the developed model, a model conceptualizing body should show that, body itself
articulates the subject’s biological and psychological operations that are the internal
and external qualities, in a constructive manner. Additionally, in an understanding of
embodied subjectivity, the concept of body should be analyzed within a dynamism of
change and transformation instead of perceiving it as a fixed and completed entity.

Merleau-Ponty is a theorist who tries to revisit the concept of body from a
phenomenological perspective. In his striking work Phenomenology of Perception
(1996) he contests against the classical conceptualization of body as an ‘object’ and
he asks the basic question ‘if an object (body) does not leave me and cannot be
separated from me, can still be considered as an ‘object’?’” Merleau-Ponty
distinguishes the body from being purely an object unlike represented in Cartesian
understanding of body in classical psychology and sociology. The body is a lived
reality for the subject; nevertheless, Merleau-Ponty also states that body gains the
features of an object for others (Grosz, 1994). Therefore, the aim of Merleau-Ponty
cannot be explained as empowering body over mind or as consolidating mind and

body in a holistic theory. Instead, Merleau-Ponty draws attention to the concepts of
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experience and perception in order to clarify that the body stands beyond dualisms by

its in-between position of object and subject.

“Merleau-Ponty demonstrated that traditional psychology and physiology
presume a fundamentally passive body, one on which sensuousness or
perceptuality of objects impinges. Instead, he shows that it is active insofar as it
gives form and sense to its own component parts and to its relations objects in
the world” (Grosz, 1994: 89).

Thus, the body is characterized in Merleau-Ponty as a condition or a means of
communication, not an object. Since, it is impossible to stand back from one’s own
body, the body does not represent an atomistic entity, which is completely disparate
from outside world (Fraser & Greco, 2005: 43). Additionally, within Merleau-Ponty’s
conceptualization, the relationship between subject and object is not clear-cut or
bound only on causal relationship; rather, the subject and object relates with each
other through sensuous experience and meaning. These senses are interactive and
interdependent impinging on lived experience in the process of forming meanings,
which makes it more difficult to analyze separately as it is done in causal

relationships.

These arguments of Merleau-Ponty on perception carries the concept of experience
to an embodied level, which means that the body is one of the active dimensions that
constitutes subjective experience. Thus, experience locates itself between mind and
body- or as argued in Grosz (1994) across them in their lived conjunction. This
comprehension of experience is epistemologically critical because in accordance with
locating body in a central position forming subjectivity, not only the knowledge of
the self; but also, knowledge of the outside world can only be achieved through the
body according to Merleau-Ponty. Furthermore, since Merleau-Ponty relates
subjectivity with corporeal constitution the experience, in that sense, gains a spatial
and temporal dimension as well. All these presumptions of Merleau-Ponty leads to a
new conceptualization of subjectivity shaping the framework of corporeal feminism.
Embodied subjectivity helps coping with the problems arising from sex and gender

distinction mentioned above and forming a body-aware feminist epistemology.
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Grosz, who is one of the pioneer scholars theoretically adopted in this study tries to
fill the gap left behind by Merleau-Ponty by her insistence on sexed bodies and sexual
difference again in an understanding of corporeal subjectivity. Grosz, following also
the phenomenological path, argues that sexuality should not be seen as a drive or
cause in individual behavior but should be considered “as a modality of existence,
infusing all aspects of the ways we face and act in the world, part of our situation in
the world” (Grosz, 1994: 108). Her theoretical stance regarding embodied subjectivity
helps feminist theory to enrich its discussions and to pose a self-critique on its
conceptual postulates of feminism such as the separation of sex and gender regarding
knowledge production.

Grosz considers that “body is a pliable entity whose determinate form is provided not
simply by biology but through the interaction of modes of psychical and physical
inscription and the provision of a set of limiting biological codes” (Grosz, 1994: 187).
Nevertheless, she believes that Merleau-Ponty is unable to address whose body he is
elaborating on and more importantly “what kind of perceptual functions and what
kind of sexual desire result from the sexual morphology and particularity of the
subject” (Grosz, 1994: 110). Young also criticizes Merleau-Ponty due to the lack of
sexual difference in his theory by asserting that he excludes the corporeal experience
that women undergo related with their reproductive abilities reflecting also on the
relationship between mind/body, object/subject appearing not in a same way in
women as it does in men (Young, 1980). This criticism of Grosz and Young puts
forward that the mid-life experience is lived differently between men and women
differently due to the difference of bodily morphology and reproductive ability. Due
to these criticisms posed to Merleau-Ponty, Grosz’s effort is directed towards
establishing models, concepts, categories, and methodologies that tie subjectivity
irreducibly to the specifities of sexed bodies and spread corporeal feminist framework
across feminist theory (Grosz, 1994). It is important to note that though, the sexual
difference reiterated by Grosz does not only imply a fixed or ahistorical biology that
men and women are inevitably born with, despite it carries a biological dimension.
Thus, she does not seek for objective criteria defining sexual difference; rather, to
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achieve a sexually specific perspective, in which negotiations are still possible. Grosz
explained this within these words:
“The framework or terrain of sexual difference entails not the concept of a
continuum, a wholeness, a predivisional world as plenum, but the simultaneous
recognition and effacement of the spacings, the intervals, the irreducable if
unspecifiable positioning, the fissures and ruptures that bind each ‘thing’ to

every other and to the whole of existence without, however, linking them into
an organic or metaphysical wholeness or unity” (Grosz, 1994: 209).

She also draws attention that that female bodily processes are either remained as
marginal or seem as abject and thus remained vulnerable (Grosz, 1994). On the other
hand, she remains reluctant to assert an alternative account for women’s
representation in order not to put herself in a position of knowing in advance either.
Rather, she introduces the model of Mdbius Strip, which is borrowed from Lacan, in
order to describe the twofold nature of embodiment and subjectivity, which moves
both from ‘inside out’ and ‘outside in’ and capable of becoming engaged with each
other. To be more precise, The Mobius model indicates that while the senses,
experiences and pleasures emphasized in psychoanalysis and phenomenology form
the ‘inside’ of the Mobius Strip; social imperatives such as cultural codes, customs,
law marks the ‘outside’ of the Mobius Strip (Grosz, 1994). In accordance with Mdbius
Stip model Grosz defines the workings of it with these words:
“[...] a model (Md&bius Strip model) which shows that while there are disparate
‘things’ being related, they have the capacity to twist one into the other. This
enables the mind/body relation to avoid the impasses of reductionism, of a
narrow causal relation or the retention of the binary divide. It enables
subjectivity to be understood not as the combination of psychical depth and a

corporeal superficiality but as a surface whose inscriptions and rotations in three-
dimensional space produce all the effects of depth” (Grosz, 1994: 209).

The Mdbius model is not offered by Grosz as an absolute tool for examining the
corporeality of the subject. Yet, what she intends to do is introducing a device to
enhance the understanding of corporeality for further studies in order to develop
alternative models based on the materiality of the body, which is open to operations
of both culture and desire. However, Grosz’s Mobius Strip model also comes with its

own problems. Firstly, even if Mobius Strip provides an effective model in order to
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explain the role of body related with corporeality; the influence of bodily shifts,
changes or movements occurred in the subject —for instance in this case, menopausal
transformation- cannot be adequately explained via Mobius model. In other words,
the question of how the Mdbius Strip adapts to a certain bodily transformation is not
clearly detailed by Grosz. Therefore, it would not be wrong to assert that even if
Mobius model holds an internal dynamism, it is rather challenging to tailor this
dynamism into the transformations undergone by the subject. Thus, the Mobius model
needs to be improved through these kind of studies regarding especially reproduction
and sexuality. Secondly, since the purpose of Grosz with this Mdbius Strip model is
to build a new approach towards corporeal feminism, the Mobius Strip model cannot
be solely an explanation in terms of power relations reinforcing gender inequalities
and impinging upon subjective experience. Also, Grosz’s model of Mobius does not
directly guides towards a feminist intention to struggle against power dynamics
reproducing gender inequality and women’s subordination. In order the Mdbius
model to gain a feminist quality and to provide a methodologic dimension for feminist
studies, its relationship with women’s actual daily life experience should be revealed
clearly. This will also enable accentuating the power relations. Therefore, Mdbius
model cannot represent a feminist solution by its own. Rather, the model should be
adopted in feminist studies as an ontological and epistemological starting point to
approach the category of woman and women’s agency in order to build corporeal
sociology, corporeal feminism. Parallel criticisms were made by Witz:

“Feminist sociology must somehow ensure that the body is recuperated within

analyses of gendered sociality and gender relations without overwhelming the

sociality of gender by over-discursivizing bodies or (re)embedding the totality

of the meaning of gender within the meaning of bodies, even if these are no

longer invested with a priori, but with discursively constructed meanings” (Witz,
2000: 10).

As is seen, the issues of gender and power are weekly discussed within corporeal
feminist understanding in order to provide tools for women’s struggle; although, its
focus of body and embodied subjectivity offers empowering capacities. Therefore, in

this study, feminist standpoint theory, (FST) which also rebels against dualistic
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explanations, is reworked in a corporeal framework approaching the embodiment of
subjectivity. Witz also emphasized this necessary collaboration:
“The body as a site or location of agency and subjectivity has also functioned
within feminist appropriations of both materialists and phenomenological
methodologies as a site of intelligibility (Rose, 1997); as a location from which
the social is experienced, known and understood from a ‘woman’s standpoint’

which in turn might provide the epistemic grounds for a ‘feminist standpoint™
(Witz, 2000: 6).

Hartsock (1983), who is considered as one of the scholars dedicated to FST, agrees
with Witz advocating that FST approach should bring the body, together with its
needs and desires, at the center of theory as a foundation for standpoint epistemology
and feminist historical materialism (259). FST is rather a fluid theory an open to
variety of interpretations. In this study FST is formulated as an expansion of resistance
postmodern culture. The importance of materiality such the body in resistance

postmodern culture is clarified by Ebert:
“As a first step to developing the theories that can effectively understand and
intervene in such social conditions, | believe a resistance postmodern feminist
culture studies needs to engage a materialist retheorization of differences as
differences in relation to socioeconomic systems of exploitation” (Ebert, 1993:
42).
Resistance postmodern culture distances itself from postmodernism since it is not an
anti-theory and does not exclude ‘conceptualization’. As Ebert (1993) argues, the
‘struggle concepts’, which are “historical, material practices through which the
subject engages the social contradictions, the exploitative effects of patriarchy”
(Ebert, 1993:32) paved the way for feminism in order to alter our understanding of
reality and thus our ability to change it.

“These struggle concepts have made it possible to make intelligible as historical
and social effects those practices that have been thought of as ‘natural’ and
inevitable aspects of the ‘normal’ order, thus opening up those practices to the
possibility of intervention and social change” (Ebert, 1993: 33).
Ebert (1993) addresses patriarchy as a practice of theory of and institutions of
knowledge as a way of exclusion imposed on women and inhibits them to produce
new modes of intelligibility in order to alleviate exploitative social order by

explaining the conditions of patriarchy in a critical way. Furthermore, in her criticism
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towards the anti-theorization of postmodernism, she implies that anti-theoretical
theory is politically damaging for women’s struggle in a similar way with patriarchy
by delegitimizing concepts and detract women from theorizing and knowledge
production.

In sum, FST approach is embraced in this study by bringing the materiality of body
to the forefront within a corporeal framework against sex/gender distinction.
However, corporeality is not understood neither in a biological essentialist way, as in
Cartesian dualism; or in a discursive or performative way as in postmodernism in
parallel with Witz’s and Ebert’s criticisms. In the next section FST approach is death
in detail by explaining its relations with modernism and in which way FST approach

IS seen as a resistance postmodern culture.

2.3. Locating Feminist Standpoint Theory in Resistance Feminist Postmodern
Culture and its Responses to Modernist Paradigm

FST has emerged in 1970°s and 1980’s as innately critical towards feminist theory
and modernist social theory (Harding, 2004). Its critical nature towards existing
practices of feminist studies and modernism in general roots in Marxist legacy, from
which the theory develops itself. According to Cockburn (2015), under the constant
circumstances of class domination, a distinctive proletarian standpoint has emerged,
which inspired the FST as a theory of oppressed. As emphasized by Hartsock in
Fowlkes’s study (1997), FST challenges the Cartesian epistemological claims of
duality, objectivity, neutrality and universality based on Marx’s meta-theory by using
gender rather than class as the device that structures oppression. Due to the fact that
it emerges from the Marxist tradition, it does not neglect the capitalist relations or
class positions. Since the ethical superiority of social institutions are problematized
by FST the claims of medical institutions are also questioned, which will be
elaborated in the discussions of menopause. However, due to this critical tradition,
FST has its own internal variations and differences, which are; on the other hand,
welcomed by feminist standpoint theorists (Harding, 2004).

29



As mentioned earlier, FST preserves a sort of ambivalent position between
modernism and postmodernism, which may be acknowledged both as a strength and
as a weakness. In a very basic sense, it may be argued that FST stands in a critical
position to the claims of modernist claims naming universalism, essentialism and
rationalism, even refutes them. Due to these deep criticisms of FST towards
modernist assumptions, its approach towards the apprehensions of subject and
objectivity is profoundly differentiated from modernist understanding. Yet, with its
purpose of emancipation, equality and empowerment for subordinated gender
positions, it would be wrong to argue that FST rejects modernist paradigm as a whole.
On the other hand, FST not only highly influenced by postmodernism; but also, it has
borrowed a lot of concepts from it when forming its epistemological and

methodological framework.

FST highlights the notion of agency, which is active and able to negotiate with social
structures and hegemonic relations. It is also active in order to cope with inequalities
and active to change/transform the subordinate position attributed to her/him.
Contrasting to the modernist assumptions of the subject, Harding explains the agentic
quality of the subject with these words:
“The implied ‘speaker’ of scientific sentences was never women. It was
supposed to be humanity in general. As Donna Haraway famously put the point,
the subject of knowledge claims was to be an idealized agent who performed the
‘God trick’ of speaking authoritatively about everything in the world from no
particular location or human perspective at all. The idea that the very best
research, no less than the worst, does and should ‘speak’ from particular,

historically specific, social locations has been out of the question for standard
research norms” (Harding, 2004: 4).

This quotation from Harding clearly states that the notion of objectivity is highly
criticized by standpoint feminism. Objectivity in modernism implies an existence of
a reality ‘out there’ to be discovered and “an important set of procedures which serve
to continue the body of knowledge of the discipline as something which is separated
from its practitioners” (Smith, 2004: 24). On this discussion, Joseph Rouse offered
for social construction of scientific knowledge, a feminist perspective which is

“engaged and self-critical participation in the making and remarking of scientific
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knowledge of the world we live in” (2004: 370). He believes that the possible
interactions among knowers and the world known may lead to a better science and to
a better world if the scientific practices, projects and claims are tried to be understood
through this interaction (Rouse, 2004: 371). Furthermore, objectivity in an orthodox
modernist understanding is problematized by FST by presupposing that knowledge
intrinsically involves with the interests and values of specific social groups. Dorothy
Smith elaborates on that by emphasizing;

“The ethic of objectivity and the methods used in its practice are concerned

primarily with the separation of the knower from what he knows and in

particular with the separation of what is known from any interests, ‘biases’ etc.,

which are not the interests and concerns authorized by the discipline” (Smith,
2004: 24).

Hence, the aim of ‘neutrality’ through being impartial and being value-free is not
possible (Jaggar, 2004: 61). As mentioned previously by problematizing mind/body
dualism, attributing the capacity of knowledge to mind, which is a disembodied entity,
creates a reductionist type of knowledge. In contrast with the claim of knowledge
which has an illusionary nature of playing a God-trick, feminist standpoint
perspective offers a more progressive understanding of science and knowledge
summarized by Haraway with these words:

“I want to argue for a doctrine and practice of objectivity that privileges

contestation, deconstruction, passionate construction, webbed connections, and

hope for transformation of systems of knowledge and ways of seeing. But not

just any partial perspective will do; we must be hostile for easy relativisms and

holisms built on out of summing and subsuming parts. ‘Passionate detachment’

(Kuhn, 1982) requires more than acknowledged and self-critical partiality. We

are also bound to seek perspective from those points of view, which can never

be known in advance, which promise something quite extraordinary, that is

knowledge potent for constructing worlds less organized by the axes of
domination” (Haraway, 1988: 585).

From Haraway’s point of view, the alternative approaches in responding against the
claim of objectivity should be achieved by acknowledging that the knowledge is
situated, which distances the knowledge also from pure relativism. Haraway’s
conceptualization of situated knowledge actually forms the most fundamental
assumption related with FST which helps to preserve its dynamism between

modernist and postmodernist paradigms. Even, the assertion of situated knowledge
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distances FST as kind of a separate scientific paradigm and for sociology in particular.
Starting from this point of view, Smith offers a new understanding of sociology based
on situated knowledge building methodological and theoretical strategy due to the fact
that sociology cannot avoid being situated (2004). In other words, situated knowledge
can be considered as a feminist objectivity, by implying that only partial perspective
promises objective vision (Haraway, 1988). Moreover, it would not wrong to assert
that situated knowledge does not seek for a transcendence or a dualism between
subject and object; instead it argues that the knowledge is locational to time and space
and also inseparable from subjective perception (Haraway, 1988). Also according to
Smith, this very separation of sociologically constructed world from which is known
in direct experience, must be undone. In other words, moving on from object/subject
dualism requires firstly placing sociologists where she is actually situated and
secondly the utilization of direct experience of the everyday world as a source of
knowledge (Smith, 2004: 28). Haraway also touches upon achieving a comprehensive
knowledge of collectivities with partiality in knowledge, which paves the way for the
connections and unexpected openings. In that sense, situated knowledges can be
considered as a way to find larger vision by being somewhere in particular, in order
to deal with communities, not only with isolated individuals (Haraway, 1988). In this
regard, the claims of rationality and objectivity of modernism is transformed and
appears in FST as positioned rationality, whose images are not the products of escape
end transcendence of limits but the joining partial views and halting voices into a
collective subject position that promises a vision of the means of ongoing finite
embodiment, of living within limits and contradictions of views from somewhere
(Haraway, 1988).

In this section, the deep criticism directed towards empiricist epistemology or
modernity by FST in terms of knowledge is covered. In the next section, the ways and
which FST associates the link between knowledge and politics. Moreover, it will be
elaborated the reasons behind the requirement of an embodied subjectivity, for
building an intersection between knowledge and politics.
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2.3.1. Significance of Body and Embodied Subjectivity in Feminist Standpoint
Theory

Highlighting the agency of the subject as active and able, immediately attributes a
huge importance on the subject’s daily life experiences than empiricist epistemology
does. Therefore, in FST women’s experiences provide an epistemological and a
methodological tool for building a feminist politics as well. At this point, how to
incorporate women’s daily life experiences within FST is worth explaining. First of
all, since dualist thinking is denied by FST in order to abstain from reductionism as a
result of the claim of objectivity, intersectionality is offered as an enhanced
epistemological tool in order to understand the category of woman. Therefore, the
subject of knowledge is understood in a decentered way and also in a constant state
of becoming; that is to say, the subject is meaningful for standpoint feminism within
intersectional social locations. Collins, who is one of the pioneer scholar of Black
feminist movement, named this as a “paradigm of intersectionality” that made explicit
the ability of social phenomena or non-cognitive factors as mentioned by Harnois
(2010) such as race, class, and gender to mutually construct one another (Collins,
1986). Again, according to Collins, “major systems of oppression are also
interlocking. The synthesis of these oppressions creates the conditions of our lives”
(Collins, 1986). Unlike reductionist claims of knowledge intersectionality allows for
a deeper understanding of the subject and the outside world in general, in which
“different social divisions are concretely enmeshed and constructed by each other”

(Mosedale, 2014).

In the light of intersectionality, women’s daily life experience gains a methodological
importance in order to rethink the relations between knowledge and experience, since
the women’s experience is excluded from sociology in terms of their daily life
experiences. Parallel with that purpose experience is taken into account, as if those
were atheoretical givens rather than social constructions (Janack, 1997). More
importantly, Smith (1974) emphasizes an important point that beginning from
experience helps seeing that we are indeed located and what we know of other is
conditional upon that location as part of a relation comprehending the other’s location
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(Smith, 2004: 30). This argument of Smith also supports the epistemological
assumption of Haraway asserting that knowledge is situated. However, perceiving
experience as a miraculous solution in order to solve epistemological discrepancies
of feminist thought may be too optimistic, because experience and self-perception
becomes a social reality within various interconnected/intersectional social locations,
which may also be influenced by dominant social forces. Nevertheless, the intention
of FST in their effort to prioritize women’s daily life experiences comes from the
argument that the only way of knowing a socially constructed world is knowing from
within (Smith, 2004). As a method of discovering society, women need to grasp and
explore their own experience. According to Smith, within hegemonic relationships of
phallocentric and heteronormative social relations which oppress women socially,
women lack the inner principle of their own activity. The reason behind that lies again
in the knowledge production process, which is determined elsewhere than where
women is located (Smith, 2004: 32-33). Therefore, standpoint is not something given;
rather it must be achieved (Hartsock, 1983). Smith explains the logic behind forming
a feminist standpoint with these words:

“She begins from her own original but tacit knowledge and from within the acts

by which she brings it into her grasp in making it observable and in

understanding how it works. She aims not a reiteration of what she already

(Tacitly) knows, but an exploration through that of what passes beyond it and
deeply implicated in how it is” (Smith, 2004: 29).

By utilizing experience as an epistemological and methodological tool in order to
indicate the failure in sociology to account even describe its actual features, it
provides a motivation for feminist standpoint theorists to develop an alternative
sociology, where women are the ‘native speakers’ about themselves which in turn
provides a fuller and deeper comprehension about themselves (Smith, 2004). At this
point, another significant epistemological connection marked by FST is the intrinsic
link between knowledge and politics. Due to all its internal variations, feminist
standpoint theorists agree on the emphasizing inevitable relationality between
processes of knowledge production and practices of power (Harding, 2004).
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FST offers an organic epistemology for the oppressed, in which women are the actual
authors of the scientific knowledge related with women’s issues (Harding, 2004). In
order to form an organic epistemology for the oppressed social groups, especially for
women, FST’s first intention is to pay a special attention for the specifities of
subjectivity in order to constitute a new subject freed from hegemonic relations.

When establishing the link between knowledge and politics through specifities of
subjectivity, feminist standpoint theorists may hold different opinions about its
conceptualization. In this study, the inevitable relationship between knowledge and
politics is going to be examined from the perspective of the ignored existence of the
body and corporeality in Cartesian thinking. This framework is closer to the way
Donna Haraway has dealt with FST; because, she also focuses on the subject within
its relation with her/his own embodiment. Haraway starts her analysis about
corporeality also by revisiting the sex/gender distinction. Even if, she appreciates the
conceptualization of gender, in order to position difference in a social, historical and
semiotic sense for abolishing authoritative biological accounts of sex; she also asserts
that it (the conceptualization of gender) also lose much without dimension of
corporeality (Haraway, 1988: 591). In accordance with her claim, without considering
embodiment, the concept of gender not only loses its analytical power against
Western tradition; but also, within that logic, body is “presented as a blank page for
social inscriptions, including those of biological discourse” (Haraway, 1988: 591).
Moreover, she deeply criticizes the ‘white capitalist patriarchy’ by accusing them to
“turning everything into a re-source for appropriation; in which the object of research
both guarantees and refreshes the power of the knower” (Haraway, 1988: 592). To
rephrase it in other words, in modern capitalism ‘resourcing’ can be considered as a
crucial mode of knowing, where the nature is perceived as a raw material of culture
“appropriated, preserved, enslaved, exalted, or otherwise made flexible for disposal
by culture in the logic of capitalist colonialism.” (1988) She adapted this logic on her
criticism about sex/gender distinction with these words:

“[...]sex is only matter to the act of gender; the productionist logic seems
inescapable in traditions of Western binary oppositions. This analytical and
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historical narrative logic accounts for my nervousness about the sex/gender
distinction in the recent history of feminist theory. Sex is “re-sourced” for its
representation as gender, which ‘we’ can control. It has seemed all but
impossible to avoid the trap of an appropriationist logic of domination built into
the nature/culture opposition and its generative lineage, including the sex/gender
distinction” (Haraway, 1988: 592).

Haraway forms a new path for feminist edge in order to re-create ‘gender’ as a situated
difference, which is made possible through the very existence of embodiment. For
that effort, she addresses a feminist practice which studies on the ‘activation’ of the
previously passive categories of objects of knowledge like sex or body. She proclaims
that “the activation permanently problematizes binary distinctions like sex and
gender, without however eliminating their strategic utility” (Haraway, 1988: 594).
She also adds that the reactivation of the concept of body in feminist studies may also
alter the biological discourse, whose claims can never be the same again (Haraway,
1988). In accordance with that Haraway notes:
“The biological female peopling current biological behavioral accounts has
almost no passive properties left. She is structuring and active in every respect;
the ‘body’ is an agent not a resource. Difference is theorized biologically as
situational, not intrinsic, at every level from gene to foraging pattern thereby
fundamentally changing the biological politics of the body. The relations
between sex and gender have be categorically reworked within these frames of
knowledge. | would like to suggest this trend in exploratory strategies in biology

as an allegory for interventions faithful to projects of feminist objectivity” (1988:
594).

Re-theorizing and re-visualizing the biologistic body in a new feminist
conceptualization, helps pushing the biologistic claims to problematize their
understanding of truth, which is at the same time the very first and the most significant
step towards becoming the actual authors of knowledge in order to form an
oppositional consciousness inspired by that organic epistemology. Correspondingly,
the activation of the body is useful to feminist theory of situated knowledges as
Haraway emphasized; due to the fact that bodies as objects of knowledge is realized
as material semiotic generative nodes, whose boundaries materialize in social
interaction without preexisting as such (Haraway, 1988). “Feminist embodiment,
feminist hopes for partiality, objectivity, and situated knowledges, turn on

conversations and codes at this potent node in fields of possible bodies and meanings™
36



(Haraway, 1988: 596). Hartsock also attaches a special importance on the concept of
body in her investigations upon taking a political stance based on knowledge
production processes. Mason’s work on violence inspired Hartsock in her attempt to
surpass dualist thinking. According to Mason cited in Harding’s article (2006),
“difference is inevitably a question of embodiment” (Mason, 2002), which is similar
to what Haraway tries to imply by defining embodiment with the materialization of

boundaries.

In the light of these arguments of FST on embodiment, it would be appropriate to
assert that the perspective of an embodied subjectivity is a must in order to develop
situated knowledge. As argued in Haraway, corporeal perspective emphasizes the
inevitability of the concept of body in exploring subject, since it rejects a subjective
construct based on binary oppositions, where body occupies a subordinate position
compared with mind. In that sense, it may be argued that living in a body is a crucial
element, which should be respected within specifities of subjectivity in FST in order

to form an organic epistemology as its main aim.

2.3.2. Political Benefits of Feminist Standpoint Theory in Researching the
Experience of Menopause

What motivates me in researching menopause within a feminist perspective actually
results from the very problematic of feminism knotting itself on difference and
multiplicity. Throughout the history of feminism the issue of difference is tried to be
dealt with, which created different approaches to handle the category of woman. It
would not be inaccurate to assert that every woman’s experience of femininity and
oppression is different. Thus, homogeneous claims are not only inadequate to explain
and solve women’s issue of subordination; but also, it falls into the same mistake that
phallocentric science has been doing to women for years which triggered eventually

a women’s movement of emancipation.

The question of where to start knowledge can be justified in accordance with the
methodological assumptions of FST, in which it is stressed that “women’s lives are

privileged vantage point on male supremacy; an advantage point to criticize the
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phallocentric institutions and ideology of the capitalist form of patriarchy” (Hartsock,
2004: 36). In other words, the standpoint of the oppressed is appraised as being
epistemologically advantageous, which is more impartial, more reliable and less
distorted than that available either to capitalists or working class men (Jaggar, 2004).
Wylie also advocates on epistemic privilege that standpoint theory offers a social
epistemology along with being an explicitly political one. Thus, she offers an
inversion thesis by claiming that those who are subjected to structures of domination
systematically marginalize and oppress them; may in fact, be epistemically privileged
in some crucial respects (Wylie, 2004: 339). Rolin (2009) examines epistemic
privilege within hegemonic power relations emphasizing that relations of power pose
a special challenge for the methodology of the social sciences, because they include
hidden aspects. Since relations of power can suppress or distort relevant evidence,
they are not just any other object of inquiry in social sciences (Rolin, 2009). Thus, in
order to gain a more reliable the knowledge of social reality, social scientific research

start knowledge from the lives of unprivileged (Rolin, 2009).

Haraway also prefers the standpoints of the subjugated; because in principle they are
least likely to allow denial of the critical and interpretive core of all knowledge
(Haraway, 1988: 584). Since each group is exploited and oppressed in different ways,
this argument of Haraway enables to form an organic epistemology for the oppressed,
due to the fact that it may bring distinctive resources to everyone’s understandings of
nature and social relations (Harding, 2004; Mosedale, 2014). Therefore, these
distinctive standpoints of the oppressed provides an alternative resource for
knowledge, which also carries a capacity for turning an oppressive restriction into
new kinds of experience and for seeing features and dimensions of the world and of
history masked to other social actors (Jameson, 1988; Harding, 2004). Herewith, the
problematic of difference and multiplicity becomes actually a possibility for
multicultural science and technology movements and; thus political (Harding, 2004).
The approach of epistemic privilege allows for the agency, who is not passive but in

a constant negotiation with dominant power relations in a state of becoming.
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The discussion of epistemic privilege redefines the positionality of women’s agency
being in an outsider/within status resembling Simmel’s conception of stranger
(Simmel, 1971). Within this status, difference is still important; but, commonalities
are experienced and expressed differently in accordance with class, region, age,
sexual orientation (Collins, 1986). It is not confounding that outsider/within status is
uncovered after Black feminist movement as emphasized by Collins. She draws the
attention to racial oppression, where black women are always named ‘by others’
creating an outsider and insider state of being simultaneously (Collins, 1986). The
insider status then refers that women possess a unique standpoint on, or perspective
of, their experiences and there will be certain commonalities of perception shared by
them as a group (Collins, 1986). However, due to certain intersecting dynamics such
as class, gender and race, these oppressed groups remain also as outsiders, in spite of
their involvement in social life. Based on Collin’s argumentation, outsider/within
status gives these groups a particular way of seeing reality, which has some benefits
parallel with the assumption made with epistemic privilege. To begin with, the
outsider/within may keep a certain distance of closeness and remoteness in a certain
social environment, which inspired the Simmel’s notion of objectivity (Simmel,
1971). Moreover, the outsider/within is able to see patterns, which is more difficult
for those who are integrated with that social environment (Collins, 1986). Solomon
interpreted these abilities of outsider/within status in the context of creativity, arguing
that creativity “is exhibited by individuals who have personality characteristics that
encourage divergent thinking as well as critical reflection on the thoughts produced”
(2009). Therefore, the sole purpose of standpoint feminism cannot be considered as
women’s emancipation; but enriching the contemporary sociological discourse with
the help of the critical and creative power of outsider/within status of women arguing
that they have an epistemic privilege by “revealing aspects of reality obscured by
more orthodox approaches” (Collins, 1986). Additionally, this perspective essentially
gives the power of self-definition and self-valuation for oppressed groups, who can
easily fall into a marginal or stereotypic social position, which should also be
underlined. More importantly, Collins highlights that self-definition is actually a
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political act due to its nature of challenging the knowledge which is externally defined
(Collins, 1986). Since, the experience of oppression and the knowledge of each
oppressed group is different, this perspective also brings multiplicity in threatening
status quo from diverse directions. The question of where to define the situation for
situated knowledges may be grounded upon the daily life experiences of the multiple
oppressed groups due to their outsider/within status, which help them gaining an
epistemic privilege. In brief, Collins (2004) argues that:
“Where traditional sociologists may see sociology as ‘normal’ and define their

role as furthering knowledge about a normal world with taken-for-granted
assumptions, outsiders within are liable to see anomalies™ (119).

At this point, Haraway draws attention to an important point about these discussions
specifically for standpoint feminists that -despite its benefits- romanticizing and/or
appropriating the vision of the less powerful while claiming to see from their positions
is a serious danger (Haraway, 1988 ; Pels, 2004: 282-285). According to Haraway
seeing from below is “neither easy learned nor unproblematic, even if we ‘naturally’
inhabit the great underground terrain of subjugated knowledges” (Haraway, 1991:
191). Also, she underlines that the standpoint of the subjugated are never innocent;
they do not provide an immediate vision; thus, subjugation itself is not adequate for
forming a ground of knowledge, but it can only provide clues. That is to say, not
solely self-definition but critical positioning is also needed for scientific production
(Haraway, 1991 ; Pels, 2004: 282). To put in Haraway’s words:

“[...] This required one to seek points of views that are mobile and perspectives

that are unexpected and extraordinary, which do not express fixed identities but

require split and contradictory selves who can critically interrogate such

positions. The promise of critical objectivity is not found in the subject position

of identity, but in ‘partial connection’ in the joining together of partial views”
(Haraway, 1991:195 in Pels, 2004: 282).

Another dimension of objectivity is highly criticized by standpoint feminism which is
related with feminist politics. As noted by Harding, objectivism requires to be
unconcerned to the existing social problems. According to the discussions of
marginality, FST perceives knowledge produced by oppressed social groups as a

significant realm of resistance and transformation.
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“To be in the margin is to be part of the whole but outside the main body. [...]
This mode of seeing reminded us of the existence of a whole universe, a main
body made up of both margin and center. Our survival depended on an ongoing
public awareness of the separation between margin and center and an ongoing

private acknowledgement that we were a necessary, vital part of that whole” (
hooks, 2000: i).

To illustrate hook’s point, knowledge on menopause today is defined mostly
depending upon medical institutions. This kind of knowledge in specifying the
experience of menopause, is not appropriate to produce politics and realms of
resistance for menopausal women to define and defend their subjectivity based on
their own experience. While, this argument is more apparent in Black feminist
movement, the experience of menopause too conforms well to this case as well for
embracing the theoretical discussions held so far. My aim is to adapt the same
concerns and possibilities of transformation for the menopausal women in order to
enforce creating multiplicity in experience of menopause or menopause(s), which is
created by the menopausal women themselves including not only physiological; but
also mental, emotional and social processes of menopause. This concern goes hand in
hand with the purpose of FST to look through the multiplicity of feminist struggles or
in other words feminism(s) “indicating a permanent partiality without sliding into
either relativism or totalization” as cited from Haraway by Hirschmann (2004: 322;

Haraway, 1991: 191).

In the light of these discussion, | am going to respond to the feminist literature on the
experience of menopause within above mentioned theoretical perspective in the next
chapter. My effort to introduce the existing literature is aimed to be illuminating to

express my methodological point of view in the related chapter.
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CHAPTER 3

ATTITUDES AND CHALLENGES ABOUT THE MEANINGS OF
MENOPAUSE

In this chapter, | would like to critically analyze the related literature about experience
of menopause by analyzing its relations with dominant medical discourse, media, and
issues related with reproduction and sexuality. Moreover, literature review will be
covering not only international literature, but case studies conducted in Turkey will

be given place as well.

To begin with, it should be implied that experience of menopause can be considered
as a crystallization related with a subjective transformation in midlife for women,
because the abilities of ‘reproduction’ and ‘sexuality’ are happened to be defined as
the ‘natural’ abilities of human beings and; thus, in a way menopause is perceived as
retiring from these abilities naming ‘aging’. However, in this study it is argued that
the identity of femininity is much more than these abilities, rather the subjective
existence is a holistic experience. Therefore, no wonder that women (and/or men)
continues to sustain their gender identities in midlife as well. According to the existing
literature about the intersection of gender and midlife, studies are mostly formulated
without considering bodily processes like menopause, such as ‘empty nest syndrome’,
in which mothers experience depression, loneliness, and low self-esteem experienced
after their last child moves out of the family home (Daly, 1997). However, from a
phenomenological point of view, it is also argued that bodily experiences like
menopause directly contributes in forming/transforming subjectivity and gender
identity. In that sense, the experience of menopause also may serve to understand the
social aspects of these bodily transformations as well. Within this perspective, the
attitudes and challenges regarding the meanings of menopause will be discussed in
this section by covering and problematizing several social dynamics helping to form

these meanings about the experience of menopause.
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Attitudes regarding the experience of menopause is mostly assumed to be formed
basically around two behaviors: fear and silence. These two mental outlooks is not
only specific with menopause, but generally may be related with the process of aging.
Since mechanistic system of Cartesian body, which operates in a hierarchical system
led by brain, indicates reproduction and sexuality as ‘natural’ aspects of human
existence in a purely technical understanding; midlife may represent pulling away
from these abilities and thus, creates horror. Additionally, the social changes
regarding body the cost of aging becomes literally and figuratively expensive in the
neoliberal setting. While midlife transformation may have a potential to influence all
genders negatively, it may also be specifically burdening for women due to two
reasons. Firstly, women’s midlife is marked by a bodily transformation named
menopause experienced by women across cultures and histories; while men do not
experience this kind of universal indicator representing midlife at least at physiologic
level. Secondly and more importantly, women’s body tend to be perceived in a more
mechanical sense due to its reproductive capacity to produce other machines as a
sexual specifity. In these respects, the experience of menopause is often related with
failure of these capacities and considered as the magic marker of ‘decline’ considering
the fact that aging is demonized and pathologized in society (Komessaroff, Rothfield
& Daly, 1997; Gullette, 1994). To imply in other words, it may be argued that fear of

aging gains a specific character in the experience of menopause.

The fear of aging ‘marked’ by the experience of menopause have another dimension:
silence, which is the second most common attitude towards the process of menopause.
In this study, interactions of fear and silence is considered as critical in discussing

menopause.

As signified many times, the feminine ethos is created around the feminine identity,
as if they are reproductive machines, influences the identity of women throughout her
life not just in the process of menopause (Sybylla, 1997). Although, menopause
covers wide range of different changes over time, cessation of menstruation is often
perceived as the only mark of menopause (Brook, 1999). Hence, as argued in Brook

(1999) menopause also cannot be understood without its relation with other
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reproductive bodily processes such as menstruation. In feminist literature the
experience of menstruation is frequently dealt with the concept of abject/abjection
introduced by Kristeva (1982). Briefly, as defined in Rogers (1997) abjection is
related with demonstrating repressed, feared and unacknowledged parts of individual
identity and of societies, a way of understanding horror and the ways in which we
deal with it. According to Kristeva, abjection is related with ambiguity, which
disturbs not only identity; but also, system and order as well. People are tend to
repress, control, exclude and ritualize the abject in order to deal with it, due to the fact
that it is feared (Kristeva, 1982; Rogers, 1997). Rogers adds that “abject is against
which order is defined, both at the level of the subject and of the society” (1997: 246).
This means that abject defines subject’s and society’s reactions against certain
phenomena influencing also the formation of the subject. Furthermore, according to
Kristeva abjection is mostly concerned with the processes of body regarding
ambiguous workings of it, from inside and outside (Rogers, 1997). Looking and
analyzing menstruation from the perspective of Kristeva’s abjection in feminist
literature is not coincidental; because, although menstruation is simply ‘bleeding’, its
social and individual meanings are beyond it. Bleeding from a cut or wound is
perceived as way more differently comparing with bleeding from vagina. The reason
for that lies in the fact that menstrual blood is considered as abject and thus, tabooed.
Dickson (1990) claims that tabooed topics are doomed to be buried in secrecy and
silence, which results in women’s body to become suppressed as well due to its
biology. Accordingly, since women are not accustomed to talk freely about their
experience of menstruation, it is not surprising that this behavior tend to persist in the
experience of menopause as well; because it is also conceptualized in accordance with
menstruation. In addition, menopause also signals the feared decline, which is another
aspect contributing to its abject character differentiated from the abjection of
menstruation. That is to say, the obsession towards youth strengthens the abject
character of menopause. In his analysis of the relationship between menopause and

abjection, Rogers (1997) defined three strategies that society deals with abjection
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namely repression, sublimation and ritualization (253). Focusing on the stereotype of

menopausal women, Rogers (1997) indicates:

“A drab body that is no longer fertile, prone to fractures and only one step
removed from the ultimately abject state of death. In a culture with horror of
corpses and death, it is easier to repress menopause than to acknowledge it as a
universal sign of the inevitable passage of time” (254).

Rogers also pays a special attention ritualization in the abjection of menopause and
argues that the experience of menopause is subjected to pollution ritual in that regard
(Rogers, 1997:255). Pollution ritual is related with medical construction of
menopause. As mentioned earlier in discussing the role of medicine in modern
society, Rogers and Kristeva also focuses to the relationship between religion and
medicine arguing that medicine undertakes many roles of religion by prescribing
certain ‘ideals’ (height, weight etc.) of individuals and those who do not fit to these
ideals are considered as ‘sick’ (Kristeva, 1982). Pollution ritual is related with
medicine’s standards regarding menopause as a deficiency disease, which will be
discussed in detailed in the next section. What should be implied here is the role of
medicine on the abjection of menopause through reflecting and reinforcing fear of
menopause which is named by Rogers as pollution rituals. In brief, it is argued that
the attitudes toward menopause, which are fear and silence, can be based upon the
reactions created towards the abject in Kristeva’s terms. More importantly, abjection
of menopause carries the experience to a fearful and invisible place- under a ‘cloak
of silence’ in Dickson’s terms (1990) - which also makes it easier to control and
regulate the midlife experiences women. These dynamics of control and regulation
can be summarized as medicalization, media representations, and sexuality will be

discussed in following sections.

As discussed earlier, since the dynamics of power is highly related with knowledge
production, attitudes towards the experience of menopause cannot be embraced
without getting acquainted with the knowledge of menopause led by modernist
paradigm privileging medical knowledge. As Dickson indicates (1990) the supremacy
of science acts like a religion in delineating the truth, knowledge and reality. In

parallel, the knowledge of menopause reflects the dominant values of society towards
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women and aging; thus, being menopausal is usually equated with ‘being over the
hill’ (Campioni, 1997: 94). Another breaking point about the knowledge of
menopause was occurred just after the introduction of ‘sex endocrinology’ which
attributes a direct medical focus to the experience of menopause (Leng, 1997
Gullette, 1997; Bell, 1987; Dickson, 1990). In order to remind the stereotype about

menopause looking at Dickson’s description provides useful insights:

“The scientific discourses and practices of the Western world related to midlife
women and menopause have contributed to the evolution of a stereotypic picture
of the menopausal women as irritable, frequently depressed, asexual, and
besieged by hot flushes. The extant knowledge of menopause transmits and
perpetuates, through the sanctity of science and the authority of the medical
‘expert’ the knowledge and power relations that help structure and reinforce
society’s expectations and stereotypes of menopausal women” (Dickson, 1990:
16).

In Turkey, not only menopause is barely discussed in academic studies or among
feminists; but also the experience of menopause is highly invisible in the society as
well. Within this limited discourse on midlife and menopause the sociological studies
mostly focuses on women’s social status in midlife and old age (Kandiyoti, 1984;
Kagitgibasi, 1981). Moreover, depression and marital harmony in its relationships
with menopause are widely focused in the studies conducted in Turkey within a
psychiatric perspective (Uganok & Bayraktar, 1996; Kagit¢ibasi, 1981). It would not
wrong to say that objects of studies in Turkey about menopausal women is preferred
to be selected from rural areas, because menopause is mostly concerned together with
health issues. There are also various studies about menopause in terms of hormone
therapy, again within a medical perspective. Therefore, it can be concluded that multi-
variational studies regarding the experience of menopause are limited in Turkish
context. Moreover, the existing studies mostly do not carry feminist intentions; but

concentrates on sociodemographic dimensions of the experience of menopause.

As is seen, when it comes to the experience of menopause, attitudes of fear and silence
regarding midlife may become much more apparent. It would not also wrong to argue
that fear and silence towards menopause is utilized in social relationships which

contributes gender inequality between men and women in midlife as well often
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ignored by gender studies. However, it is also important to note that despite these
negative aspects of abjection of menopause creating fear and silence at social level,
it may not be experienced solely as a negative experience by women; because unlike
popular definitions of menopause producing one form of knowledge, it is more like a
complex, diverse and non-linear experience. Additionally, the experience of
menopause should be regarded as a blend of physiological, psychological and cultural
processes. Whether it is positive or negative, the connotations attached to menopause
is highly related with power dynamics. Feminist studies about menopause should be
wise and vigilant about the beneficiaries of these negative and positive constructions
in the process of knowledge production. Closing the discussion as declaring that
menopause is an abject event is nothing but reinforcing the cultural representations
of ideal feminine being pure and timeless, because the discourse of abject creates
‘other’ against the image of idealized feminine. These kind of analyses creates further
dualities by other’ing some categories of women. Instead, as discussed in FST what
is needed is actual accounts of women’s experiences regarding their bodily processes
in dealing with power dynamics constructing the narrative of menopause which
provides tools for empowerment. Therefore, after discussing critical feminist studies
about social dynamics related with the experience of menopause, these critical
insights will be evaluated accordingly in methodology chapter. It is crucial to note for
this chapter that, the aim of studies related with the experience of menopause should
be located on helping to abolish the cloak of silence by producing knowledge
departing from women’s own accounts about their menopausal relationships. By that,
women’s dialogue with each other is assumed to be catalyzed as mentioned also in
Dickson with these words:

“The ability to displace one’s knowledge with another hinges on women’s

silence in discussing with each other their experiences at the time of menopause.

Open discussions with other women could lead to questioning of the

assumptions behind the scientific and medical discourses and the resulting

expectations of menopause. Other knowledge of menopause might then be free
to emerge from the women’s experiences” (1990: 28).
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3.1. Medicalization of the Experience of Menopause

One of the most important and the most studied topic related with the experience of
menopause is medicalization and problematizations of biomedical discourse
approaching menopause. As known, feminist movement and the practice of medicine
are most of the time stand conflictual to each other (Komessaroff, 1997). Feminists
argue that, the institution of medicine functions as a significant realm of power
reinforcing and reproducing patriarchal discourse, since it represents a strong
authority regarding individual life especially after the power of the church is replaced
with medicine after the establishment of modern lifestyle (Komessaroff, Rothfield &
Daly, 1997; Rogers, 1997).

As discussed before, the framework of medicine towards human existence is in line
with the Cartesian conceptualization of subject, in which the subject is divided into
mutually exclusive and unconnected parts naming mind and body. Accordingly, in
Western medicine the human body is understood in technical terms as a system
functioning in accordance with a hierarchical order controlled by a central control
system (Martin, 1997). In other words, body is thing-ized excluding is active and fluid
characteristics (Mackie, 1997). Additionally the idea that organs having a single
purpose, reflects the reductionist understanding of modern medicine (Martin, 1997).
With the developments of surveillance technologies, discoveries in the realm of genes
and molecular biology, it would not wrong to assert that reductionist attitudes of
medicine tend to get intensified. To illustrate, again implied by Martin, menstruation
is depicted as ‘ovaries failing to be fertilized by a sperm’. In fact, if a woman do not
want to get pregnant, Martin (1997) argues that the purpose of the ovaries is actually
‘initiating menstruation’. Or, if pregnancy is wanted, it would be vice versa. So,
attributing a single purpose to organs is a reductionist approach originating from the
understanding of modernist biology fictionalizing body functioning in an order-
disorder dichotomy. On the contrary, Martin (1997) suggests a flexible, adaptable and
responsive understanding in order to emphasize body as an active entity, which also
helps reproducing a positive self-image. Martin’s concern is especially important in

discussing menopause in a medicinal framework, because the conceptualization of
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menopause in modern medicine is formed around the discourse of failure or
breakdown of reproductive system. As a result, menopause is mostly associated with
negative terms and connotations like decaying, denuding, losing, lacking, failing etc.
Martin (1997) emphasized that especially in the era of domination of capitalist
relations, where everything is bound on some sort of hierarchy, expressing menopause
as a ‘breakdown of a system’ represents a metaphor of terror. Instead, menopause
may be related with positive terms as well, by bringing the remarkable adaptability of
the body into the forefront. Despite acknowledging this logic, the body is still tend to
be reduced to the hormonal systems (Rothfield, 1997; Komessaroff, Rothfield &
Daly, 1997). Hence, hormonal changes in menopause is perceived as deficiency
and/or failure instead of a continuous change of state, which also has a great impact
on the practice of medical treatment (Komesaroff, 1997). This approach is related
with patriarchal roots of Western medicine as well by defining female body only with
its function of reproduction, resulting in perceiving the female as pure and timeless.
According to Komesaroff (1997) biomedicine works toward elaboration of
universally valid principles and produces norms to guide action. Ultimately,
explanations based on hormones are not only utilized in clinical judgements but
creates formal and abstract representations of medical practice resulting from the fact
that living body is nothing more than a biochemical apparatus rather than a site of

lived experiences where body takes an active position.

This reductionist and patriarchal medical culture should be elaborated with systems
of power defined by Foucault as disciplinary systems, in which bodies are disciplined,
organized, controlled and subjugated within diverse strategies (Foucault, 1975).
Medicine at this point functions as a disciplinary structure by offering variety of
sources starting from ontological and epistemological scientific assumptions or
universal ethics. Principles set by medical institutions “exacerbates the distancing of
the agent from her body and from others and contributes to the enforcement of a covert
disciplinary regime” (Komesaroff, 1997). These universal principles mostly carry
liberatory ideals on the surface especially when these principles are directed to
women’s bodies or in this case, menopausal bodies. However when behind the lines
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are read carefully, the intention towards controlling body, especially female body,
would be apparent in order to sustain docile bodies and individuals who are compliant
to dominant hegemony. The hormone discourse surrounding menopause and
definitions of deficiency may be analyzed within this perception. Sybylla (1997) also
draws attention on hormone treatment in menopause indicating that it may seem like
a liberating choice for women to decide about getting control of their bodies; but in
reality the discourse of ‘be what you want’ has a disguised normalizing motivation
behind, enmeshed with power relations. Following a Foucauldian tradition, Sybylla
(1997) affirms that medicine needs and creates ‘other’ in order to produce particular
bodily qualities, which is mostly within the limits of an active and youthful body. In
other words, according to Sybylla (1997) medicine participates in active creation of
modern form of feminine subjectivity (237). Especially the introduction of synthetic
estrogen as a ‘treatment’ of menopause or ‘menopausal symptoms’ in order to achieve
a fit, active body, draws fire by feminist studies due to this very phenomenon of
women’s bodies are intended to be defined, controlled and disciplined by power elites,
inside and outside of medical institutions. In order to investigate the role of hormone
therapy in constructing the meanings of menopause in detail, it will be useful look
closer to the history of the discourse of hormone replacement throughout the history

of medicine.

Hormone replacement therapy or ‘HRT’ is applied commonly by women who are
undergoing menopausal transition in contemporary context not only in Europe or
North America but also in Turkey. Yet, the widely used term HRT has been
transformed and reinvented almost since the beginning of 1900°s. McCrea (1983)
makes a chronological analysis regarding the beginning and transformation of HRT.
According to her analysis, hormone treatment is carried to the center of medicinal
discussion in 1889 in order to treat erectile dysfunctions and impotence in men by
extracting hormones from animal testicles. Later in 1893 the first HRT is introduced
by a French doctor by injecting ovarian extract to a menopausal patient to treat her

‘insanity’. Three years after this ‘treatment’, first clinic to treat menopausal symptoms
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was opened in Berlin. In the late 1920’s theelin? is crystallized and isolated from the
urines of pregnant women. After this development in 1932, the publications in
American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology about theelin was introduced to be
used in medical practice. However, since the estrogen produced is dependent on
human sources, these treatments was both expensive and limited. Not long after, in
1936 the synthetic form of estrogen known as diethylstilbestrol (DES) was
introduced, which may be counted as the turning point about hormone replacement
therapy, because it was not only cheap but also easy to produce. Even oral
contraceptives were developed after the advancements about DES. Although the
utilization of DES were potent enough wiping out ‘symptoms’, various side effects
were also highly common. The final level in developing synthetic hormones was the
development of Premarin, which is extracted from pregnant mares, in 1943 and less
powerful compared to DES. Additionally, less side effects were observed in its
utilization at least for the beginning (McCrea, 1983). Although, Premarin created a
huge hype both among women and in medical discussions, side effects were started
to be reported after in 1940’s and 1950’s (McCrea, 1983; Klein & Dumble, 1994).
Nevertheless, according to McCrea and Klein & Dumble exogenous estrogen
produced outside of human body, started to be used widely in United States in order
to treat various conditions of aging by the early 1960’s. At this point McCrea asks:

Estrogens were presented as cure; but what was the disease (McCrea, 1983)?

In order to answer this question Susan Bell’s formulation related with medicalization
of menopause is very helpful. She also analyzed retrospectively the discourse of
medicalization of menopause accelerated after 1940’s as a deficiency disease. In her
analysis, she claims that medicalization should not be understood only as a biological
model; but, it also has psychological and environmental dimensions (Bell, 1987). In
her article she also explains that medicalization occurs together in conceptual,

institutional and interactional levels referring to the analysis of Schneider & Conrad

2 A naturally occurring weak estrogenic hormone in mammals
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(1980) and converges her analysis to a sociological level asserting that medicalization

creates a cultural resonance summarized in these words:

“On the conceptual level, medicalization occurs when a medical vocabulary or
model is used to define a problem. Often, medical ‘discoveries’ are published by
a small segment of ‘elite’ members of the profession in professional journals.
On the institutional level, medicalization comes about when professionals
legitimate an organization’s work, serving as ‘gatekeepers’ or ‘formal
supervisors’. On the level of doctor-patient interaction, medicalization occurs
when individual physicians define and/or treat a patient’s complaints as medical
problems” (Schneider & Conrad, 1980: 75-79, as cited in Bell, 1987).

In her article Bell (1987) explains that these three levels of medicalization functions
interactional with each other also with the influence of power elites in medicine. In
order to illustrate the issue more clearly, Bell looks closer to the processes of medical
discoveries. She concludes that, when a new discovery is introduced in medicinal
arena, its destiny is highly dependent not only on the prestige and professional status
of the author; but also, prestige of medical journal publishing that discovery or the
prestige of the medical school becomes also prominent. These dynamics may both
increase or decrease the likelihood of that discovery to gain acceptance (Bell, 1987:
535-536). Additionally, Bell (1987) explains that all these relations are influential in
the realm of education and policy making.

In the light of this analysis, relating power with menopause defined as a deficiency
disease makes a clearer sense. After the paradigms of ‘biomedicine’ and ‘sex
endocrinology’ have become sovereign in medicine, the definition of menopause was
reformulated in a new vocabulary and it was reduced to mere hormonal explanations,
in which menopause is defined as a hormonal imbalance originated from the
deficiency of estrogen. This approach was consolidated after the introduction of
hormone drugs or in formal terms estrogen replacement therapy (ERT), which was
highly praised by medical authorities in the early 1960’s. As a result, the discourse
about menopause was carried to a ground, as if it is a medical concern and it led
menopause to become a disease both in conceptual and institutional senses, which
requires medical attention. “Medicine, then, is oriented to seeking out and finding

illness, which is to say that it seeks to create social meanings of illness where that
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meaning or interpretation was lacking before” (Friedson, 1970: 252). The discourse
on ERT did not remain limited there but spread to the public after Dr. Robert Wilson
published his book Feminine Forever in 1966. As is seen, the cover of the book

explains itself very well:
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The documented story of one of modern medicine’s most
revolutionary developments and breakthroughs- the
realization that menopause is a hormone deficiency and
totally preventable. Now, almost every woman, regardless of
age, can safely live a full sex life for her entire life” (Wilson,
1966).
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Figure 1.1. The cover page of Wilson’s book Feminine Forever, 1966

Wilson’s book was excerpted in women’s magazines and sold over 100000 copies in
7 months (Klein & Dumble, 1994). In Feminine Forever, Wilson defined 26
‘symptoms’ of menopause, for which ERT is presented as a cure (Klein & Dumble,
1994). As understood from the cover of Feminine Forever, what Wilson regards as
symptoms are highly related with the assumed gender role of women, or feminine
ethos in Sybylla’s terms (1997), who are supposed to please their sexual partners, look
young/beautiful and stay reproductive. Even for women, who do not experience these
symptoms Wilson adopts a precaution attitude by saying “no woman can be sure of
escaping the horror of this living decay” (Nelkin, 1987: 351). According to Wilson,
ERT was a miraculous youth pill, or in a more figurative term ‘elixir of youth’, which
also make Dr. Wilson to be mentioned as ‘youth doctor’ in media publications (Klein

& Dumble, 1994; Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005).

In the following paragraphs, several passages from Wilson’s books and articles are

showed, in order to reveal the very problematic assumptions related with medicinal
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approach towards defining the category of woman and menopause as loss of

femininity and deficiency disease.

“The normal, natural, harmonious aging rate with respect to the life span is found
in the example of a healthy man. A man remains male as long as he lives. [...]
No abrupt crisis has to be faced. A man’s life proceeds in smooth continuity. His
feeling of self remains unbroken” (Wilson, 1966: 51).

In this first passage from Feminine Forever, it is apparent that Robert Wilson refers
male body as ‘normal’ and respectively the experience of menopause is mentioned as
an ‘abrupt crisis’, which reflects perfectly the ‘tyranny of normal’ body medicine
adopts.
“The unpalatable truth must be faced that all postmenopausal women are
castrates [...] From the practical point of view a man remains a man until the
end. The situation with a woman is very different, her ovaries become inadequate
early in life [...] A large percentage of women who escape severe depression or
melancholia acquire a vapid cow-like feeling called a negative state. It is a
strange endogenous misery [...] Most of the suffering can now be prevented and
effectively treated [...] Because of custom and the lack of knowledge of these
physical changes their presence and importance may be overlooked even in those
close to us. Yet once the veil is lifted it is remarkable how quickly the previously
uninitiated can detect these unfortunate women. Our streets abound with them-
walking stiffly in twos and threes, seeing little and observing less. It is not

unusual to see an erect man of 75 vigorously striding along on a golf course, but
never a woman of this age” (Wilson & Wilson, 1963) [Italics added].

The foregoing passage is again from Wilson’s article named The fate of the non-
treated postmenopausal woman: A plea for the maintenance of adequate estrogen
from puberty to the grave. It is incontestably apparent from the language used that the
attitude of Wilson toward menopausal women is far from being objective as claimed
by modernist paradigm and medicine for years. From puberty to grave, women were
assumed to be feminine in order to fit the norms of ‘healthy’ set by male doctors.
Women’s subjectivity is deeply ignored and the experience of menopause is described
as the most horrible thing that a woman can face in her life or simply as losing her
femininity.

“The construction of menopause as a serious health condition was assisted by
the use of language evoking schemata of ageing and deterioration such as: ‘the
end of their life as a functioning female’, ‘a large number of women will feel
physically and emotionally unwell’, ‘the beginning of old age’, ‘long-term lack
of estrogen makes many body systems more liable to degeneration’, ‘without
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HRT women remain estrogen deficient forever’” (Shoebinge & Steed, 1999:

478).
It would also not to be wrong to assert that Wilson was well aware of doctors -or
medicine in general- holds a great authority against individuals which has a great
potential for social control. The negative language used cultivates the fear that women
feels for menopause and this attitude is consciously adopted to make women and also
women’s body more ‘docile’ and ‘obedient’. The male figure represented as a medical
doctor in the example of Dr. Wilson seem to be in favor of other men or in this case
husbands of menopausal women. The chapter named Menopause - The Loss of
Womanhood and Good Health from Feminine Forever explains this approach with

these words:

“I would like to launch into the subject of menopause by discussing its effect on
men. Menopause covers such a wide range of physical and emotional symptoms
that the implications are by no means confined to the woman. Her husband, her
family, and her entire relationship to the outside world are affected almost as
strongly as her own body. Only in this broader context can the problem of the
menopause -as well as the benefits of hormonal cure-be properly appreciated”
(Wilson, 1966: 92).

These statements of Wilson also reflects the characteristics of the interpretation of
rationality acknowledged in modernism, which is only founded onto being
‘functional’. In this case sustaining women’s reproductive and sexual function under
the umbrella of being feminine is assumed as the only criteria for women to behave

in a rational way.

Although, Wilson’s writings seems horrific when looked from today, after Wilson’s
book Feminine Forever was published; the sales of ERT was tripled and other books
praising ERT became popular. Even, ‘information centers’ were established with the
financial support of pharmaceutical company producing Premarin with the slogan of
‘keep her on Premarin’ (Klein & Dumble, 1994). Murtagh & Hepworth (2005)
renamed these information centers with infomercials in order to stress the close
relationship between capital and knowledge production by merging two words of
‘information’ and ‘commercial’. Sandra Coney in her resounding work Menopause

Industry (1994) also draws attention to the interconnectedness of medical profession
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and pharmaceutical industries. She advocates that the fear promoted for menopause
by pharmaceutical companies makes women to demand hormone treatment
reproducing and expanding markets for their products (Coney, 1994). She also
remarks on the large number of women in this age group corresponding to the age
composition in society, who are the source of the potential profit for these companies
from a long term treatment of hormone replacement therapy, as representing an
‘irresistible bounty’ (Coney, 1994). Correspondingly, the advertisements promoting
ERT was increased declaring it like an anti-depressant increasing zest for living
(McCrea, 1983; Voda & Elliason, 1983). For instance, ERT is marketed “for the
menopausal problems that bother him the most” or with these kind of sentences: “Any
tranquilizer might calm her down [...] but at her age, estrogen may be what she really
needs” (Seaman & Seaman, 1977: 281). It is important to note here that the discourse
in ERT advertisements does not call out directly to women but to their husbands. It is
argued that, even the language used in these advertisements is enough to strengthen

the inferior position of women and to reinforce silence of menopausal bodies.

All these flourished the ERT use starting from 1960’s until the middle of 1970’s.
Especially between the years of 1963 and 1973 the sales were quadrupled and roughly
51% of women were assumed to take ERT pills varying from 3 to 10 years (McCrea,
1983; Coney, 1994). However in 1975 the sharp increase in the cases of endometrial
and breast cancer in women was related with ERT in two articles published in New
England Journal of Medicine and by 1980 more studies were conducted about this
issue in United States, in which it is stated that women on ERT were 4 to 20 times
prone to develop endometrial cancer compared to non-users, making the controversy
around ERT has intensified (McCrea, 1983; Ziel, 1980; Klein & Dumble, 1994). After
these cancer studies became prominent, some women’s organizations applied to
United States Food and Drug administration (FDA) demanding to investigate the
relationship between ERT and cancer (Kaufert, 1982). As a result of this investigation
in 1978, the FDA investigation was concluded only by obliging ERT producers to put
package inserts due to various lobbying activities; although in the report FDA admits
that ERT is ‘grossly overused’ according to McCrea (1983).
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These controversies over ERT has clearly compelled drug companies in terms of sales
due to bad reputation. However, together with new marketing strategies the faith in
hormone therapy was tried to be restored. The most influential strategy according to
Klein & Dumble (1994) was adding a new component to the product and claim that
the problems related with ERT was solved. This new component was the hormone
named ‘progesterone’; S0 that, the new content of drug became a mixture of estrogen
and progesterone, instead of ERT including only estrogen. Relatedly, the name of the
product was changed from ERT-estrogen replacement therapy to HRT-hormone
replacement therapy (Klein & Dumble, 1994; Erol, 2009; McCrea, 1983). Different
from ERT, women taking HRT experiences bogus monthly menstruations due to
progesterone and this difference is again presented as a positive development for
women’s health based on uncertain standards (Klein & Dumble, 1994). In addition,
the main focus of the marketing campaign of HRT has moved from femininity to
osteoporosis and heart disease (Dickson, 1990; Klein & Dumble, 1994; Erol, 2009).
What remains same in the shifting to HRT is the impression in media and medical
literature that all midlife women are and should be on HRT. Although, this
reinforcement of HRT and declaring the drug as safe, the rate of abandoning treatment
was also quite high due to adverse effects such as migraine, depression, weight gain,
diabetes etc. (Klein & Dumble, 1994).

Due to these controversies, some medical cliques and women’s organizations
supports informed decision-making in which women are given as much as possible
information about the risks and benefits of HRT. However, this makes ‘the choice’ as
an individual decision and attribute all responsibility to the individual’s shoulders.
Also “by individualizing the problems of menopause, the physician turns attention
away from any social structural interpretation of women’s conditions” (McCrea,
1983). The problematizations of the approach towards ‘informed choice’ and its
repercussions in neoliberal economic and political system will be problematized in
detail in the next chapter, where the feminist positionality is discussed against these

cultural constructions around the experience of menopause.
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As is seen clearly, the medical knowledge of menopause is highly interconnected with
the authorities of power both inside and outside of medical environment. It does not
only reinforces the heteronormative character for the category of woman by holding
the very definition of feminine and constructing a feminine ethos, which is sexually
attractive and reproductive; but also obtains huge financial profits from it. Therefore,
the medical knowledge about menopause should be problematized by feminist

studies.

The journey of the discourse and cultural meanings of menopause in Turkey is not the
same but very similar to those which is explained above within the limits of North
American and European contexts. In particular, the medicalization and cultural
constructions of menopause in Turkey may be traced back to the Kemalist
modernization project starting with the foundation of the Republic of Turkey. In
accordance with this ideal of modernization, state has undertaken to educate the
public from an enlightenment perspective, where scientific institutions are prioritized
over traditional ones (Terzioglu, 1998). Therefore, according to Terzioglu (1998) a
great importance was attached to the medical science and medical education where
doctors were gained a political and professional mission to serve to their country by
educating the public or as emphasized in Erol (2009) helping the public to achieve
biling (means ‘consciousness’ in Turkish). “An implication of this responsibility for
doctors was to develop a paternalistic relationship with their patients: they were not
only expected to heal their patients but also correct their knowledge of health care”
(Erol, 2009: 372). Another important dynamic playing a crucial role in Turkish
revolution is the mission of Turkish women in order to settle revolutionary gains
(Kandiyoti, 2003; Arat, 1997; Giirboga, 1996). Emancipated —or Western- women
represented a symbolic value related with Turkish revolution in order to constitute
modernization through family (Durakbasa & ilyasoglu, 2001; Sancar, 2004). It would
not wrong to assert that the ideal of modern women overlapped perfectly with the
ideal of modern medicine in order to compose a bilingli (means ‘conscious’ in
Turkish) citizen acknowledging Western values instead of traditional ones. In this
case, traditional women were constructed as ‘other’ of the modern women, who is
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represented as ignorant and dependent despite being hard-working and enduring
(Sancar, 2004). This gender regime emphasized in Sancar’s study has a great impact
on the cultural construction of menopause; because the knowledge about women’s
bodies were transferred from mothers, who are traditional, to doctors. Especially
upper and middle class women, doctor’s accounts have been held much more reliable
than their mothers. Thus, parallel with Erol’s (2009) statements, it may be argued that
gender regime, and critical position of medical institutions established after Turkish

revolution, also play as a catalyst factor regarding medicalization of menopause.

The medicalization discourse has also economic roots. From Turkish revolution until
1980’s the understanding of social state dictates that healthcare is a social right that
the state should undertake. However, by the beginning of 1980’s Turkey has
undergone various economic and political transformations, where social state has
shifted to a neoliberal state and healthcare has become an individual responsibility
having a great impact on the perception of medical institutions both from inside and
outside of the institution (Terzioglu, 1998). This shift can be explained with 1980°s
neoliberal policies promoting privatization in healthcare. As a result of these policies
private hospitals, clinics, labs and private health insurance companies have upsurges
enlarging the gap between rich and poor and the double standard in healthcare became
more prevalent (Erol, 2008: 62). The privatization of healthcare also opened a new
lucrative career opportunities for medical professionals along with the fact that
medical career has already been a prestigious choice. Thus, not only more people were
entered medical profession but also demand for seeking an academic career was
decreased (62). Following Terzioglu’s argument, Erol (2008) states that “the new
generation of medical students was a more heterogeneous and less politicized group
aiming to graduate as soon as possible and getting a well-paying job rather than

serving (or saving) their country” (Terzioglu, 1998: 60, as cited in Erol, 2009).

Parallel with this transformation in the economic and political transformation of state,
and accordingly medical institutions, the discourse and cultural construction of
menopause has altered; although, the acceptance of menopause as a medical concern

or disease moved to Turkish context has come much later compared to Western world.
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The women in Turkey met with the second wave of hormone supplement namely
HRT in the mid 1980’s (Erol, 2009). Nevertheless, Erol argues that the
conceptualization of menopause did not take place until the establishment of Turkish
Society of Menopause and Osteoporosis (TSMO) in 1992, which might be considered
as the main medical organization about menopause formed by a group of physicians
from Cerrahpasa Medical School. In addition to the establishment of TMSO, special
menopause outpatient clinics in some research hospitals in Istanbul and Ankara were
also opened (Erol, 2009). TMSO and these clinics has popularized the treatment
approach against menopause by aiming to raise awareness about menopause and
education not only for women but also for doctors and the media about the health
risks related with menopause such as cardiovascular diseases, heart attacks, and
osteoporosis; and preventing the misinformation and fears about HRT (Erol, 2008:
154). In other words, menopause is presented to women as the ages of increased risk
requiring lifestyle changes and medical intervention and this is a completely different
judgement about menopause compared to 20 years ago (Erol, 2009). According to
Erol (2009) Prof. Dr. Erdogan Ertiingealp, who is the chair and founder of TSMO,
has acknowledged a slogan ‘woman is beautiful in every age’. About this slogan, |
agree with Erol (2009) that merging health concerns by placing an emphasis on beauty

and femininity simultaneously is very interesting to note (373).

Another dimension of medicalization of menopause is related with fear factor
discussed earlier. Osteoporosis here provides an important tool for women to get
frightened. According to Erol (2011) this is also related with the local naming of
osteoporosis, which may be translated as ‘melting of bones’ (in Turkish ‘kemik
erimesi’). Thus, the idiom ‘melting’ may add to the fear factor in Turkish case. In that
sense, as also emphasized by Erol (2008) it is actually not coincidental that the TSMO
relates menopause and osteoporosis with each other in naming the association by
utilizing this horrific mental image of ‘melting of bones’. It is argued that fear of
osteoporosis represents the main motivation to accept HRT for women in Turkey

(Erol, 2011). Accordingly, “their overall argument tied to the definition of menopause
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as a ‘lack’ of hormones, and the most logical thing to do to prevent osteoporosis as

well as other possible diseases is to replace what has been lost” (Erol, 2009: 379).

Since the activities led by TSMO created a big hype about medicalization of
menopause and popularize the utilization of HRT, that hype was interrupted in 2003
just after Women’s Health Initiative (WHI) published their study findings about the
use of HRT, in which it is stressed that the likelihood of developing breast cancer and
risk of stroke increase drastically in HRT users.® According to Barrett-Connor (2005)
WHI study influenced not only the public perception about HRT worldwide; but also
doctor’s attitude and dosage of hormone pills as well. According to Erol’s study
(2008), WHI report also created a huge impact in Turkey related with HRT evidenced
in the example of Wyeth Pharmaceuticals producing the well-known HRT drug
named Premarin, which is the most commonly prescribed drug for HRT in Turkey
until early 2000’s. Even, Premarin has been withdrew from Turkish market shortly
after the repercussions of WHI study became apparent despite the efforts of TSMO
to fight with the panic comprised in public opinion (Erol, 2009). However, TSMO
itself has deeply influenced from the study released by WHI. Even, TSMO has been
re-founded in 1998 with the name of Turkish Society of Osteoporosis (TSO) by
renouncing the word ‘menopause’ from its name. Correspondingly, the slogan of the
association has altered from ‘woman is beautiful in every age’ to ‘be happy and
healthy at every moment of life’. Yet still, the website’s opening page of TSO greets
its visitors with the pictures three women, but zero man, as if men cannot get
osteoporosis, showing that association between menopause and osteoporosis is still

prevalent and strong, but this time more in a more covert way.*

In sum, the modernization ideal of Turkish revolution attributes women and medical

institutions a big role to establish Western values among public. Although,

3 “The Women’s Health Initiative (WHI) study was the largest hormone study conducted on healthy
women with the support of U.S. National Institute of Health. The study had two main arms, one looking
at the effects of estrogen in women who underwent hysterectomy, and the other involving the use of
estrogen plus progesterone on women with an intact uterus. The second (combined therapy) arm, which
started with 16,608 participants, was halted in July 2002, three years before planned, once the risks of
HRT outweighed the benefits (Barrett-Connor et al. 2005:126; Worcester 2004:56)”.

4 http://www.osteoporoz.org.tr/
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neoliberalism transformed the structure of medical institutions, medicine still is seen
as the reliable source for women, which provides a suitable base for medicalization
of menopause. Especially after 1980’s, the visibility of menopause has increased
especially in the urban setting with the establishment of clinics and associations.
Medical surveillance during menopause is both demanded by women and doctors,
which also increased the use of HRT until WHI study was released. In that sense, it
may be asserted that; although, pro-HRT doctors evaluate the relationship between
cancer and HRT as ‘false consciousness’ asserted by Erol (2008), they also utilize the
very same fear of cancer, -or osteoporosis- in order to prompt women to be on medical
surveillance and making them more ‘disciplined’ patients (Erol, 2009: 380). As
mentioned in the previous section the fear is managed in the context of menopause as

a medicalized phenomenon.

As is seen, medicalization of menopause has very deep roots not only in the Western
but also in the Turkish context. However, acknowledging medical institutions as a
static entity about the discourse of menopause would also lead to a distorted image.
Medicine too is influenced and influencing the discussions about menopause from
inside and outside. For instance, McCrea claimed that the disease model draws
reactions from inside of the medical community, even some doctors admit that ERT

is related with economic and political issues (McCrea, 1983).

Within a parallel understanding, Murtagh & Hepworth (2005) arrayed two reasons
that opened a road for medicine to pose a self-criticism towards itself. The first one is
related with the increased emphasis of decision-making of women which is also
highly related with the neoliberal economic context; thus, problematic. Second is the
doctor’s rejection of use of language categorizing menopause as a disease, which is

influenced by feminist reactions against the experience of menopause.

As a result of these, menopause is moved from a position of deficiency disease or
femininity to a preventive discourse. That is to say, a new value which health is
adopted instead of lack and femininity (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005). Yet, as argued
also by Murtagh & Hepworth (2005) the reason for that change in language also has
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a motivation that “menopause as a disease may negatively influence women’s health
care decisions” (279). To be more precise, the rejecting the discourse of ‘disease’ is
also related with its impact on women’s decision-making, or in other words, therapy
continuance (279). The changing discourse of medicine towards menopause is
apparent in Utian’s explanations about menopause defining it as “a fortunate alarm
system for the individual to become involved in a preventive health program for the
rest of her life” (1997: 7).

The feminist objections are focused around three points. Firstly, they advocated that
what medicine called ‘symptoms’ are women’s experiences and they cannot be
equated with each other. The construction of menopause in negative and medical
terms increase the likelihood of medicalization and makes the ‘choice’ dependent of
women’s decision-making coercive; and thus, problematic. Second, feminists
supports the opinion that women’s experiences in menopause is diverse, which are

distorted by monolithic medical explanations (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005).

In the lights of these feminist accounts the change in medicine can be traced back. In
the early 1990’s a collaboration between medicine and social scientists emerged
together with the call of Kaufert for a multidisciplinary menopause research in 1990
leading to conferences and organizations held about the issue (Murtagh & Hepworth,
2005; Kaufert, 1990). With the influence of these collaborations the key aspects about
menopause in medical terms has transformed itself from 1960’s to 1990’s. While
menopause was understood as body is ‘lacking’ in 1960’s, 1990’s medicine
acknowledges body as active and reactive and also positioned women as informed
decision-makers responsible for their choices (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005). Even this
developments can also be criticized from many directions, it may still be evaluated as
a positive improvement from some aspects like offering possibility to women and its

effort of putting women at the center.
“Without a critical engagement that disrupts taken for granted truths and
assumptions about knowledge and power relations it is not possible to construct

an emancipatory and transformative practice of health care and preventive health
care for women at menopause and beyond” (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005: 287).
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Thus, it is argued that feminists should not disdain or ignore these efforts flourishing
among medical community. In fact, relations of epistemological foundations of
medical and feminist concepts between fixed descriptions about definitions of bodily
experience should be evaluated together to make inroads for medicine to pose self-
criticism towards itself, as emphasized in Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005:
“Development in medical, feminist, anthropological, epidemiological,
sociological, postmodern description and argumentation about menopause do

not only occur within disciplinary or epistemological boundaries, rather they
reflect and influence the direction of each” (276).

3.2. Media Representations Related with Menopause

Not only medical community; but also the media is an important messenger regarding
menopause, which is highly related also with medicalization of menopause discussed
above. Besides medicalization, it is argued that representations and general image of
middle aged women in media should also be investigated in order to interpret which
place middle aged women are located and what kind of messages media spreads in
terms of menopause. Therefore, representations of menopause in media will be
analyzed based on these two focus points. It is also assumed that these two sides of

representation are also highly interdependent.

Firstly, as discussed earlier, the most important factor to manipulate discourse about
menopause is utilizing the fear. In popular media the health concerns related with
menopausal experience is reinforced. While this attempt has economic backgrounds
simply like selling more drugs by advertisements; also media tend to create sensation
about these issues to increase the level of attention. As a result, the general image of
with menopause is formed, as if all menopausal women suffer from terrible
physiologic discomforts leading them to have a miserable life not only at individual
level but in their marital relationships as well. In that sense HRT is promoted not only
for physiological changes; but also a necessary savior to please husbands or ‘saving
the marriage’ (Gorman & Whitehead, 1989). Lupton (1990) analyzed TIME magazine
in her article, in which she shows that the magazine used images emphasizing

unaesthetic effects of aging and also contrasted it with the radiant appearance of
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youth. The choice of wording also cannot be considered as neutral. To illustrate, as
stated by Lupton (1990), articles related with menopause describes this experience
with frightening words like ‘terrible’ headaches, the soaking night sweats etc. Martin
(1987) observes an effort to relate older women with ‘breaking down’, ‘failing to
operate effectively’ or ‘losing potency’. In addition, the gender identity of
menopausal women is questioned in these magazine articles according to Lupton
(1990) by implying that menopausal women become like a ‘man’ due to the loss of
femininity based on husband/wife relations. On the other hand, women using HRT
tend to be pictured with the words reminding sexiness and attractiveness of women
like ‘supple and firm breasts, ‘erect carriage’, ‘good muscle tone’ ‘skin as smooth and

pliant as a girl’s’.

This image of menopausal women drawing a negative picture about the experience
cannot be considered, as if it only influences middle aged women. Younger women
too, may get afraid about menopausal transition. In today’s social context it can be
asserted that the age of having children increased compared to previous generation
which results in women give birth to their first child in their mid-thirties. The common
discourse related with aging and menopause is depictured as ‘the biological clock is
ticking’ inexorably down from youth to old age. Therefore, pressure of menopause is
even apparent in younger women who postponed their child bearing plans. While this
may increase the fear factor also among younger women and create a positive
perception towards HRT, it is argued that it also deepens the other’ing of menopausal

women in society.

Moreover, discussions in the media on HRT creates a perception that almost all
women use; thus should use, HRT only by giving user rates for women. On the other
hand, according to Klein & Dumble (1994); though, a lot of women start HRT for
various reasons, also the rates of abandoning treatment is enormous. More than half
of women stopped using HRT due to side effects or risk of breast cancer (Klein &
Dumble, 1994). It would be too simplistic to conclude that women’s decision-making
process or the notion of informed choice functions independently. The risk and fear

factor promoted by doctors and media is very effective even it may be evaluated as
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‘coercive’. In other respects, the rates of abandoning treatment shows women’s
constant negotiation with these coercive dynamics surrounded around the decision-
making process about HRT. Therefore, since media is a powerful tool to reinforce the
profitable choice, in the case of HRT, women’s agency should not be ignored and it
may be seen in even in statistical data, if looked for.

The context of Turkey shows very similar characteristics with the already existing
discourse about menopause in media regarding European and North American
contexts. The women in their menopausal ages are mostly absent or invisible in the
level of agency (Komesaroff, Rothfield & Daly, 1997). Despite the developments in
feminism the cultural unconscious about the topic of menopause is still unchanged
(Kaplan, 1997: 112-113) and it is maintained that the cultural unconscious reiterated
by Kaplan is even more crystallized in the Turkish case. For instance, the google
image search is quite self-explanatory about the media representations of menopause.
As can be seen below the search results for the word ‘menopoz’ (means menopause
in Turkish) depicts this period within a context of an excessive distress suffering from
headaches and hot flushes. Moreover, it can be seen that the stereotypic image of

menopausal women holding a folding fan (yelpaze) is widely used.

Figure 1.2. Google image search results for the word ‘menopoz’®
Another example may be given from YouTube about the same issue. YouTube is an
independent platform, where people commonly use it to get medical advice or

participate in self-improvement projects. Thus, it is observed that the google web

Shttps://www.google.com/search?tbm=isch&source=hp&biw=1536&hbih=734&ei=Co8yWrPTIoTW
U_LLsSJAE&Qg=menopoz&og=menopoz&gs_|=img.3..35i39k112j018.1090.1841.0.1945.8.7.0.0.0.0.1
89.513.0j3.3.0....0...1ac.1.64.img..5.3.506.0...0.f6jPcb3qQQE
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search for the word ‘menopoz’ (menopause in Turkish) mostly direct its users to
YouTube as a source of information. However, the videos related with the word
‘menopoz’ is mostly contextualized in a medical framework, where ‘male doctors’
were presented to ‘cure’ menopause. Furthermore, the titles of the videos is mostly
framed in a medical language in order to offer ‘cure’ for menopause for the women
assumed to be seeking ‘cure’ for their menopausal ‘symptoms’. This makes the
experience of menopause is something to be ‘get through’ with; rather than exploring
self in relation with this transition. In the following figure it can be observed that no
other discourse but medical one is allowed for the experience of menopause in order

to enlarge the vision of women related with their menopausal experience:

Prof Dr Ibrahim Adnan Saragoglu Menopoz MENOPOZ! s usnsi
; ‘e s e NE TRPILIALI # o
Baslangicini Ertelemek igin Yardimer Kiir A “K
Sabenatiel . 'OR | “ \

+ 22290 b4

Menopoz dénemi kadinlar ne yapmali?

P9 Menopoza ne iyi gelir-Menopoz igin bitkisel ilaglar
1Y ile dogal tedavi-Menapoza ¢oziim

[ Menopoz belirtileri nelerdir ve menopoza giren
kadinlar nasl tedbir alabilir?

Ahmet Maranki, Ibrahim Saragoglu menopoz
tedavisi bitkisel gereke.flv
Mustaf

Figure 1.3. YouTube search results for the word ‘menopoz’®

The internet and search engines functions worldwide like Google cannot be ignored
by spreading and reproducing knowledge in these contemporary days. It also
represents an open source of information, where people ask things which otherwise
cannot be dared to ask to any other person due to its anonymous nature. It is assumed
that women utilize internet in order to get knowledge especially about taboo subjects
including sexuality. Similarly, internet is assumed to be appealed a lot by women

about the case of menopause. Here, the knowledge in internet about women’s bodily

® https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=menopoz
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issues may be both speculative and manipulative. The importance of the messages
spread by internet should not be ignored as exemplified in the case of menopause

above.

Alongside of internet, TV is also an important element regarding the media
representations related with menopause. In Turkish TV channels, the category of
woman is showed almost entirely as young and beautiful, where again attractiveness
is the prerequisite for femininity. This coincides with Kaplan’s (1997) argument that
the ideas of normative gendered body is the only representation related with
womanhood in media. On the other hand, grounding on the ‘mother-in-law status’
mentioned in the introduction, older women is depicted as if they do not have any
sexual desires or as if they are not sexual beings in Turkey. This image draws a
parallel line with the Western context as well, as stated by Sybylla (1997), if older
women are showed in TV’s, it is mostly grandmothers who are safely identified within
a role of feeding and nurturing with gray hair and children (254-255). There is also
another image of older women, which is also problematic stressed in Greer (1992)
and Komesaroff (1997) that older women are given the roles of either a healer, wise
person, oracle or evil witch. In parallel, Campioni (1997) stresses that older women
are tend to be depicted as evil stepmothers mourning her loss of youth and beauty,
which is a quite familiar image from the most famous children’s books. No doubt that,
all of these images are distant from the existing ideal of femininity represented in the

media.

To be more specific about the Turkish context, elaboration with some examples is
required. Accordingly, the first example is related with the caricaturized image of
‘menopoz teyze’, (menopausal aunty in Turkish) which is widely used as a comedic
element depicted by several well-known public figures and comedians.” This image

forms itself around the assumption that menopausal women are aggressive not only

7 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdhPESR9e4w&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtsP-hBk820
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due to the physiological discomfort of hot flushes; but also, they are aggressive
because they are ‘sexless’.
“She begins culturally to enter a state of indefinable existence in terms of the
dominant parameters of phallic sexuality and reproduction, which renders her
redundant in a male-defined paradigm. This impossible condition operates
culturally as a freak of nature, because her body/sex is no longer reducible to
that of the ‘natural feminine’ state of representing the ageless (m)other, the

forever silent center of support for everyone’s fragile subjectivity” (Campioni,
1997: 92).

All these connotations produce and reproduce the stereotypic image of menopausal
women and labels the experience of menopause as a social stigma, which may make
some women to be ashamed of their menopausal experience and thus disguise it in
some social settings like workplace. This comedic nature produced in media about
middle aged women in general, or menopausal women in particular is utilized in other
productions as well. To illustrate, the TV show ‘Diinya Gilizellerim’, which is a
‘fictionalized’ reality show, starred by Biilent Ersoy, Banu Alkan and Safiye Soyman
gains its comedic motivation from the fact that all these three women are middle-
aged, who ‘lost’ their physical attractiveness and transformed in bizarre characters. In
that sense it is not surprising that Banu Alkan is the most ribbed character. She was
an actress in Turkish cinema roughly between the years of 1970 and 1980, in which
she represents the blond sex idol of Turkey even with the title ‘Afrodit’ (Aphrodite in
Turkish). In these years she was young, beautiful, sexy, successful and rich; but things
started to be changed after she gets older. As a result now she becomes a comedic
figure, who refuses that not only her successful career but also her physical beauty
has ‘ended’ long before. Therefore, she is depicted as a ‘hysteric’ women, who always
tries to decrease her actual age and hide her deformed body. Her dip back into her
past may be interpreted; as if, she is alienated from her subjectivity and this very
alienation from self is presented in a context of ‘mockery’, because her appearance
now is way different than before. In order to strengthen the image of these three
women, who are presented as ‘freaks’ in the show, they are also contrasted with the

companionship of Burcu Esmersoy, who is acknowledged as one of the most beautiful
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women in Turkish show business in these days, whose appearance is ‘gorgeous’ in

her thin, fit, beautiful body appearance.

In sum, media representations about the experience of menopause should be taken
into consideration from two respects. First, it may be regarded as the main tool for the
medicalization of menopause, since TV’s and Internet discussed here represents an
open source whose anonymous nature may provide a convenient environment for
women to get information about sensitive issues. However, in this open source
menopause is mostly discussed with a medical discourse, where menopause is only
explained in hormonal terms and male doctors are acknowledged as authorities. This
is problematic, because it not only disregards possible other aspects regarding the
experience of menopause such as its effects on women’s subjectivity or reproduction
of heteronormative sexuality; but also, it creates a perception that all women’s
experience is monolithic and same. Secondly, as emphasized in Sheehy (1991) in
media, beauty is equated with fertility and youthfulness and menopausal women who
remain outside of this category is depicted either as ‘grumpy/weird old lady’ or
caregiving ‘grandmothers’. These are also related with self-alienation summarized by
Lupton (1996) with following words, which is important for the next section in which
sexuality in menopause is discussed:
“The meanings around the ageing female body in both popular and medical
discourses center around the loss of attractiveness, fertility and function.
Physical appearance is integral to feminine subjectivity in Western societies. The
middle-aged and older woman’s body is typically portrayed as asexual and
undesirable, and the loss of youth and sexual attractiveness is experiences as a
major source of alienation and anxiety for many women, particularly those who

have derived a sense of power and satisfaction from their sexual attractiveness”
(92).

As a result, the attitudes of fear and silence associated with the menopausal
experience becomes apparent in media representations. While medical discourse tend
to utilize the fear of women and; and thus, promoting medical intervention in
menopause via internet and TV, the visibility of menopausal women is allowed only
if it is framed in a comedic way. Visibility by entertainment is highly problematic not

only from the fact that it works as a validator about what is problematic about the
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discourse about menopause; but also it further cultivates to silence the actual

experiences of women since it is stigmatized as an element of fun.

3.3. Issues About Sexuality in Menopausal Years

Sexuality is probably is one of the most fragile topic related with the experience of
menopause; on the other hand, it is probably the most undercover one also. It is crucial
to note here that the issue of sexuality is deeply intersected with medicalization and
media representations of menopause discussed above; despite the fact that, it is mostly
assumed as a private individual activity. Thus, the researches covering midlife
sexuality is not only limited but mostly based on surveys assuming that menopausal
transition may cause problems in sexual life for women (Winterich, 2003; Mansfield,
Voda & Koch, 1995). Moreover, midlife sexuality is investigated within the influence
of menopause and aging which is a narrow conceptualization according to Winterich
(2003) by advocating that sex should be discussed in the context of women’s lives
rather than only changes comes with menopause. On the other hand, she also argues
that feminist sociologist should consider that cultural expectations of menopause,
gender and sexuality may influence how women experience biological changes for
sex (Winterich, 2003: 628). Hence, even discussing the issues like vaginal dryness or
changes in sexual activity, cultural understanding of what menopausal transition mean
for women’s lives should be taken into consideration. Nonetheless, cultural meanings
of sexuality in menopause may be mostly related with male dominated culture;
however as hooks reminds it is not fully determined by it (hooks, 1989). Within
hooks’s feminist stance, this section includes not only the dominant discourse; but

also, the cultural meanings about sexuality in menopausal transition is reviewed.

As discussed in Wilson’s book Feminine Forever femininity tend to be equated mostly
with heterosexual availability; so that, menopausal women may be regarded as
unfeminine and unattractive or as a redundant machinery in Brook’s terms (Brook,
1999; Leysen, 1996). Contemplating on sexuality only with sexual function is highly
reductionist as claimed by Marshall (2010), which is again related with the

assumption of rationalism in modernity. Criticizing the ‘sexual functionality’ in
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menopausal period, Erol (2014) summarized the main themes surrounding the
meanings of sexuality in menopause within four contexts. Firstly, the sexual desire
may diminish with menopause; while the partner’s remain same. Secondly, this
change is tend to be related with protecting the domestic bliss by preserving women’s
attractiveness and sexual function. Third, medical intervention is evaluated as
necessary in order to maintain marital union. Forth, marital infidelity is discussed as
a possibility, if women do not perform sexually, which may be a fact that women tend
to acknowledge and accept (Erol, 2014: 47). Thus, the perception of menopause is
formed around not only as a tragedy of women; but also tragedy of men who are in
need of his nurturing wife (Daly, 1997: 231-232). Erol’s problematizations of these
dynamics are all interrelated with each other and significant in discussing sexuality in

menopause.

The most crucial notion here is the construction of sexuality in menopause as if it is a
women’s responsibility or duty. The idea that sex holding marriage together may be
the fact in most cases. However the problem here is twofold. Firstly, women are
regarded as the only party causing problems in sexual life, not men, specifically in
menopausal years. The reason for that lies in the idea that women’s femininity is
judged based on their sexual function. For instance in his book named Everything you
wanted to know about sex (1969) Reuben described menopausal women as “no longer
a functional woman, these individuals live in a world of intersex. Having outlived
their ovaries, they have outlived their usefulness as human beings” (287).
Correspondingly, the second aspect in terms of sexuality is related with the perception
that sex is a duty or obligation that women ‘serve’ to their husbands. Being sexually
active is mostly included in a womanly role as wife (Sybylla, 1997). On the other
hand, it is also a fact that sexuality cannot be only related only with women; but it is
an interactive activity. Decreased sexual intercourse in marriage may have several
reasons behind. According to Winterich (2003):

“Vaginal dryness is problematic for some women is because they do not discuss
what they enjoy in sex. Not talking about sex is common from a psychological
perspective (Leiblum 1990; Rubin 1990), but from a sociological perspective,
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this phenomenon illustrates how women's socialization about gender and
heterosexuality may result in women deferring to men” (635).

Similarly, the loss of libido cannot only be explained with physiological parameters
such as decrease in estrogen; but it has more enhanced psychosocial aspects. That is
to say, it cannot only be women’s duty to maintain sexual intercourse. At this point,
it is seen that men do not seem to feel themselves responsible about understanding
menopause and reshape their sexual perspective accordingly. According to Erol
(2014) men’s reluctance to recognize menopause and menopausal changes may also
stem from the idea that men do not acknowledge that they too may experience sexual
problems in middle age (49). In parallel, sexuality of men is almost always discussed

in media with the phenomenon of increased libido in contrast to women.

“The trope of the middle-aged couple where the woman is in menopause and the
man is going through andropause is commonly used and reproduced by the
media. According to this stereotype, menopause is constructed as a period of lost
sexual desire and ability, while andropause is an increased period of sexual
performativity (although not always performance)” (Erol, 2014: 55).

As emphasized in Erol (2014) the scenario of women’s libido is decreasing; while
men’s is increasing is presented as a disastrous situation in marriage, where men seek

sexual satisfaction elsewhere.

On the other hand, this opposite scenario is rarely discussed or mentioned only as a
psychological anomaly of the woman (55). Here, a short overview about the
experience of andropause should be digressed in order to enhance this debate;
because, the approaches towards andropause is highly related and stands in a decisive
position in constructing the meanings of sexuality in menopause. In Turkish context
the experience of andropause remain only as a focus of medical intervention and about
problems of erectile dysfunctions, which may result in performance anxiety in men.
In parallel, as asserted in Erol (2014), both in medical and media texts andropause is
mostly portrayed as a psychological issue relying on the fact that it has no definite
physiological marker as menopause does. Thus, substantially, approaching the
experience of andropause as a ‘performance anxiety’ justifies men’s desire to pursue

sexuality even out of the marital bound. As it is seen, men and women are approached
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differently about sexuality in midlife and not men’s but women’s midlife experience,
which may result in decrease in libido, is acknowledged as an anomaly. In her analysis
Erol (2014) also problematized this gender inequality and concluded that women’s
increased sexual desires during menopause are also not tolerated as labeled as an
anomaly as well:
“In most news articles mentioning andropause, decrease in sex hormones was
almost used as an excuse for the lifestyle changes to which middle-aged men
aspire. [...]The same ‘life change’ desire which calls for tolerance in men was
not condoned for women, whether it was attributed to hormones or not. In most
media stories the possibility of a woman having increased sexual desire in

menopause and seeking a younger partner was not even considered as a possible
scenario” (Erol, 2014: 55).

Although, there is not many researches about this issue, the contrast between the
experience of menopause and andropause may result in an additional burden for
women to deal with their husbands in this period and; thus, may increase the women’s

anxiety over sexuality in middle age (Erol, 2014).

A different aspect of sexuality in midlife reveals another inequality between men and
women, if the difference in the experience of sexuality between single men and
women are investigated. The availability of single men and women to find a sexual
partner in midlife is way different between genders. It is assumed that a woman may
face many more social obstacles than a man, due to her age, especially if her partner
is younger than her; whereas, the relationship between a middle-aged man and a
younger women may socially be accepted easier. In the case of men, younger partner
seem ‘normal’; the other way around may be regarded as strange, in which women

may be labeled negatively especially in the context of Turkey.

On the other hand it should be indicated that, since every women’s experience is
different there are also researches conducted in the Western context claiming that
women do not necessarily observe decrease in their libido, vaginal dryness etc. or;
although, their sexual desire diminished with menopause, they may not be
complaining about it. To illustrate Delaney (1988) asserted that menopause is “a time

women are freed from childbearing and child rearing, freed to a new enjoyment of
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sex and renewed dedication to her work™ (222). Similarly Dillaway (2005) gives place
to Gannon’s (2005) and Wilbush’s (1993) researches that women enjoy sex than they
ever had by desiring and anticipating sex in their menopausal years (407-408).
Furthermore, in her research Erol (2014) inferred that even decrease of sexual activity
may cause anxiety of infidelity for women, some of them may perceive this process
as a relief from sexual obligations (48) (Winterich, 2003). Another studies show that
sexual activity decreases with age because of husbands’ health problems, lack of
partners, or cultural expectations assuming that sex declines with age (Deeks and
McCabe 2001; Mansfield, Voda, & Koch 1995). As it is seen, sexual desire is a
complex issue, which not only have social; but also, individual aspects. In order to
deal with this complexity Winterich (2003) suggests for feminists that sexual history
of women is as important as their accounts about sexuality in menopause; since,
women’s descriptions of pleasure may differ from each other and influenced by social
factors (Winterich, 2003). Therefore, decrease in sexual activity should not be only
framed as if it is a ‘hormonal failure’ resulting in women cannot accomplish their
‘duty’ to their men, which is mostly the dominant discourse by medical community
and media texts. Likewise, decrease in libido may not always reflect all women’s

experiences of sexuality in midlife and menopause.

Although, feminist studies offers different perspectives towards sexuality in middle
age related with the experience of menopause, the medical framework about sexuality
in menopause mostly still constructs itself around the assumption that sexuality is
women’s duty especially in marital relationships. Yet, according to Sybylla this
framework gaining common acceptance among medical community was
substantiated not until 20" century, when HRT was introduced (1997). According to
Sybylla (1997), in 19" century aging was admitted on the idea that aged women are
sexless. Women are told to avoid sexual intercourse; because, sexual arousal was
considered as harmful and undesirable (222-223). By the beginning of 20" century
old age has been ‘re-sexed’ by medical authorities (Erol, 2014; Marshall & Katz,
2013). This change in the perception is considered not only related with the
advancements in biomedical technology or HRT; but also, with drugs for erectile
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dysfunctions like Viagra providing ongoing sexual life (Erol, 2014). Thus, it would
not be inaccurate to argue that, the advancements in biomedical technologies not only
have contributed to medicalization of menopause, but also ‘healthization’ of sex,
where sex has started to be considered as a sign of good health (Tiefer, 2006). To be
more precise, it may also be argued that medicalization of menopause and
healthization of sex are interdependent processes which interactively influence

middle age sexuality.

In order to explain this interdependency several points should be clarified. First of all,
it may be argued that healthization of sex makes sexuality a criterion for quality of
life (Erol, 2014). Moreover, after HRT becomes widely used, it gains a position that
‘helping’ women to keep up with their husbands. In other words, as mentioned earlier,
medical intervention to sexuality becomes legitimized. About this issue Erol (2014)
declared that doctors are more concerned than women about maintaining sexuality
(52). She gave place for Prof. Dr. Ertlingealp’s statement published in a newspaper

article that menopause is ‘not only women’s but whole household’s problem’.

Since possible decrease in libido menopausal women is considered as a ‘sexual
dysfunction’, medical intervention by HRT appears as a required solution. Lupton
(1996) argues that challenging decay is the rational behavior. What is problematic
here is the standards of decay and dysfunction is set by medical community in
accordance with already existing gender inequality between middle aged men and
women.

“In a context in which irrationality, emotional instability, ageing, sexual

dysfunction and ill-health are negatively evaluated, and where menopause is

portrayed as involving all of these, it is not surprising that women should seek
to counter its effects by taking HRT” (Lupton, 1996: 97).

Lupton’s argument highlights once more the interdependency between medicalization
of menopause and sexuality in midlife. However, as mentioned in feminist researches,
sexuality in midlife is a more complex relation than medicinal approach. Erol’s

accounts (2014) based on her research about the medicalization of menopause reveals
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this reductionist approach of medicine towards midlife sexuality, in which physicians

are interviewed about this issue:
“There was more emphasis on marital responsibility and men’s desires, and
sometimes an attitude of blaming women for not fulfilling their husbands’
desires. I have not encountered any physician who referred to the relief that some
women mentioned, and the general narrative of middle-age sexuality was less
complex and more reductionist than that told by women. Part of this difference
stems from a hormonal approach on a par with the dominant western medical
paradigm that assumes lack of estrogen in menopause is at the root of all the
problems a woman faces, including those in sexual life. Assuming sexual
problems are attributable to vaginal dryness and painful intercourse, this

approach can be understandable, but in general it overlooks the complexity of
sexual relationships” (Erol, 2014: 51).

The lack of communication between partners intensifies the supposition that the
problems about sexuality in midlife is arised from women. “Women’s desires are
assumed to be either non-existent or irrelevant, and they are expected to lose interest
in sex after menopause, whether or not this assumption reflects reality” (Erol, 2014:
57). As it is seen, heteronormative perception of sex not only condemns people, whose
sexual behaviors are ‘deviant’ when compared with heterosexual sex, like LGBTI+
people; but also postmenopausal women are considered as outsiders from the
heteronormative discourse of sex. On the other hand, as agreed with Winterich,
menopause may not be the only reason that changes sexuality entirely. Rather, the
connotations attached to sexuality in menopause come from an ongoing dominant
expectation of male pleasure which is put at the center of heterosexual sex. According
to Winterich:

“Women normalize the definition of sex as intercourse and do not act on their

desire. These accounts illustrate how cultural ideas about gender and

heterosexuality become internalized, re-created, and bolstered through

interactions as women follow men's leads and associate long periods of
intercourse with masculinity” (Winterich, 2003: 636).

Therefore, researching sexuality in menopause requires a consideration about how
today’s postmenopausal women are socialized with sex and what is their generational
specifity. To achieve this, women’s accounts from their own experiences are required
to show negotiations with heteronormativity before and after menopause by also

considering the proliferation of fear and silence with the help of medicine and media
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in menopause. By that, women’s agency gains a precious entity for feminist struggle
constantly operating against traditional ideas that sexuality is framed differently
between men and women. As a result, it should be emphasized that sexism and ageism
are interacting and negatively affecting women in terms of sexuality in menopause
(Palmore, 1997). By giving a prominent quality to women’s own accounts not only
covering the menopausal period but also the cultural construction of heterosexual sex,
sexuality is tried to be understood as a relation that women are also benefitting, not

something in which women are expected to adapt men.
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CHAPTER 4

METHODOLOGY & RESEARCH DESIGN

In this chapter, it is intended to provide a methodological map in order operationalize
FST approach in discussing the experience of menopause in the light of existing
feminist literature discussed in previous chapters. To be more precise, being coherent
with FST, an appropriate feminist attitude will be sought among already existing
feminist attitudes regarding the experience of menopause in order to set a course for
dealing with my data. Furthermore, embracing a qualitative approach, the chapter is
followed by a detailed narration about the research processes, in which the specifics
of research case selection are examined by explaining and justifying the criterions for
selection of participants. Subsequently, research methods and data collection
processes are introduced, which is followed by sections about researcher’s reflexivity

and ethical considerations.

4.1. Feminist Standpoint Approach in Discussing Women’s Experiences of
Menopause

In the previous chapter, the feminist challenges towards the common discourse about
menopause is discussed, where fear and silence crystallizes the abjection of
menopause with the help of the construction of reproduction and sexuality as an
essential aspect regarding the ‘category of woman’ or in Sybylla’s terms feminine
ethos by media and medicine. However, feminists itself show different and sometimes
controversial approaches to the issue, arising from the fact that feminism contains
approaches which may stand conflictual to each other. For this research, it has already
declared that knowledge is partial in accordance with feminist standpoint accounts.
In the light of this epistemological claim, it is necessary to figure out an appropriate
way to approach the experience of menopause with a feminist perspective. In order to
find an appropriate way to interpret the experience of menopause within a standpoint

feminist framework, the variety of feminist attitudes towards this experience should
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be exhibited and discussed in a critical look. According to Murtagh and Hepworth
(2005) feminist responses regarding the experience of menopause may be categorized
under four different approximations. These may be summarized as feminists (1) who
resist the already existing medical discourse regarding menopause, (2) who offer
revision about the meaning of menopause, (3) who support the individual decision
making of women through informed choice, and (4) who emphasize the multiplicity

of the experience of menopause.

There is given a lot of place in this study for the feminist scholars who resist certain
aspects of menopause especially in terms of medicalization, media representations
and sexuality, which point out crucial and valuable aspects constructing the meaning
of menopause not only in individual but also in societal level. Dillaway (2005)
explained this phenomenon with Bowles’s model proposing that:

“The beliefs and expectations inherent in the prevailing sociocultural paradigm

are responsible for the formation of specific attitudes toward menopause, which

in turn influence the actual experience of menopause. That is, depending upon

the cultural beliefs, values, and attitudes, menopause may be experienced by
individual women as trivial or traumatic, negative or positive” (276).

Therefore, in order to reshape the social meanings of menopause, these feminists
mainly line up with proliferating the opinion that menopause is either a neutral or a
positive biosocial transition. In this way, not drugs but positive attitude to old age may
become widespread; so that, women can age ‘gloriously’ (Dillaway, 2005; Klein &
Dumble, 1994; Scutt, 1993; Gannon & Ekstrom, 1993). In order to materialize this
idea Dillaway, for instance, defined menopause as ‘reproductive aging’, which is a
distinct process from ‘aging’, based on her qualitative research conducted with
women. In accordance with her research, women defined menopause as the ‘good
old’ compared to other aging processes due to the fact that they are free from
contraceptive use and menstruation burdening them. Also she argues that
chronological age does not always reflect being old; because, contemporary
commonalities across diverse age-groups blur the meaning of ‘young’, which enables
women to define themselves by things other than biological reproductive capacity

(Dillaway, 2005). Based on women’s accounts about menopause, Dillaway (2005)
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concluded that aging, reproductive aging (menopause) and feeling old are disparate
things and menopause represents a continuity not an end which women are ready to
‘let go off” loss of some bodily processes (412). Likewise, Gannon and Ekstrom
(1993) emphasized that menopause should be perceived as a life transition like
puberty. In that way, the focus may shift from a deficiency to viewing menopause as
an inevitable life stage with new challenges and freedoms (277). Bowles (1990)
believes that this paradigm may lead to positive attitudes and, in turn, positive
menopausal experiences because the actual experience of menopause is more positive
and variable than the stereotypic image of menopause. However, as Coney (2004)
notes in Menopause Industry proliferating positive attitudes may not always be free
from power relations due to capitalist interest. She argues that, immediately after the
introduction of HRT, ‘being at risk’ becomes an integral part of the identity of
menopausal women and this risk factor constantly tries to manage and re-orient
women’s bodies with medical surveillance and; thus, produces ‘the menopausal body’

attached to negative connotations.

From the accounts of feminists who resist the medical contextualization of
menopause, it may be inferred that menopause may be assumed as a positive life
transition; only if, medical intervention is avoided as much as possible by women and
menopause is embraced as a life stage. However, it is claimed that the problem of the
attitude of resistance lies in this very categorical denial of HRT. Resistance approach
attributes an inferior position to women who prefer using HRT or allowed for other
medical interventions from various reasons, which may be either saving her marriage
or maintaining her beauty. Women’s agency disappears in resistance approach and
ignores menopause as a complicated and versatile experience by drawing a linearity

between either ‘using’ or ‘not using’ HRT.

The second line of feminists according to Murtagh and Hepworth is revisionist
feminist, who seeks for an alternative meaning of menopause. By attributing an
alternative meaning to the experience of menopause these feminist turn their faces to
‘nature’ again by claiming that menopause is a spiritual awakening reestablishing the

relationship between women and nature (Leng, 1997; Lupton: 1996). The most
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famous feminist supporting a revisionist ideal about menopause is Germaine Greer
advocating that aging and menopause is joyous transition:

“While Greer outlines a strong critique of medical menopause her response

does not remain within the parameters of the medical menopause, rather she

refers to an essential or natural woman to which the menopausal woman can
‘return’” (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005: 280).

To put in other words, it may be argued that feminist who embrace revision about the
meanings of menopause reinterprets resistance in a celebratory form. About revising
the meaning of menopause Greer’s own accounts explain this goal very well in her
idiosyncratic language:

“If we are to be well, we must care for ourselves. We must not cast the old

woman out, but become her more abundantly. If we embrace the idea of

witchhood, and turn it into a positive, aggressive, self-defining self-concept, we

can exploit the proliferation of aversion imagery to our own advantage. It is after

all no shame to know that lager louts find our presence inhibiting. Perhaps we

do spoil things for all the boys together propping up the bar in the local pub or

littering our highways and by-ways with their cans or bashing and knifing each

other at football matches. So much the better. Why not wear a T-shirt that says
‘A glance from my eye can make your beer turn rancid’” (Greer, 1991: 409)?

As understood from her statement Greer argues that older women are a subordinated
group in society. In order to emphasize her point, she remarks that there are a lot of
stages in a human life worth celebrating, which are ritualized with rite of passages.
Yet, for menopause there is no rite of passage to celebrate; although it means for
women finally ‘to emerge’ in accordance with her claims about menopause (Leng,
1997). Rather, menopause means either nothing but silence or a medicalized bodily
process. From considering this social fact and her statements, it is not surprising to
estimate Greer’s position about HRT. She claims that HRT represents the symbol of
patriarchy and consumerist culture imposing a certain type of femininity to women
(Greer, 1992). In that sense, middle and old age is considered as an injunction for
women to exorcise this femininity (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005: 281). In her efforts
to revision the meanings of menopause, it is seen that she tries to mobilize ‘anger’ by
maintaining the slogan ‘it’s time to get angry’ (Greer, 1992). According to Greer
(1992) this very anger combined with the maturity comes with old age may contribute
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to women’s struggle, because according to her accounts a woman lives her most
wisest and competent years in her older life which comes with menopausal transition.
“Women over fifty already form one of the largest groups in the population
structure of the western world. As long as they like themselves, they will not be
an oppressed minority. In order to like themselves they must reject trivialization
by others of who and what they are. A grown woman should not have to

masquerade as a girl in order to remain in the land of the living” (Greer, 1992:
2).

Following Greer, Mackie (1997) and Campioni (1997) as well try to revise the
meaning of menopause; not only for reinterpreting in in more positive way; but also
utilize the menopausal transition as political tool to revolt against male supremacy.
Furthermore, Mackie claims that male supremacy threatens the menopausal women
most due to the prevailing position of women in modernity by being reproductive and
desirable objects. “As menopause approaches, they (menopausal women) confront an
entire governing code that decrees their placement according to prevailing values
operating greatly to their disfavor” (1997: 22). Based on her argument she draws
attention to the fact that women are stolen away from themselves, without even
noticing that they are gone (Mackie, 1997). Hence, for Mackie as well, menopause
represents an awakening for women to realize their true self. She appeals to women

with these following words:

“[...] believe your own emerging stories, the language of your reawakened
bodiliness. Activate that voice and listen to it against the distorted pictures
generated by modernity, so often geared to keep us enchained. [...] I neither
mourn nor regret its passing. Nor would I relinquish this chance, for the first
time, to realize its influence and to experience the contrast of its passing, which
releases me into another aspect of myself. Why give away half the World to stay
the same, especially when the sameness was so heavily an imposed form? |
would rather grab the chance for both release and insight. An insight that,
through my own reactivated bodiliness, brings deeper gifts to enhance the more
‘mental’ praxes of understanding | had previously tried to build” (Mackie, 1997:
34-35).

Campioni (1997) also has a holistic understanding towards menopausal transition as
a multifaceted experience. According to her argument, modernity deals with body as
unconnected parts and; thus, interprets all the bodily changes as symptoms, which

repress approaches interpreting these changes as a capacity, possibility or invitation.
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In other words, Campioni (1997) claims that menopause is an opportunity for self-
enhancing prospects and; thus, positive and liberating contrary to what is told about
it. She believes, it is not coincidental that the position of wise people and healers have
mostly occupied by older women from the beginning of ancient societies; due to the
fact that older age brings in sudden insight, clarity of vision, heightened perception,
and intense sensitivity to inner and outer worlds for women starting with the
menopausal transition (91). Since, menopause is capable to open doors to clearer
perception, Campioni (1997) also argues that this sociological faculty of older women
is lost in modernist era. Therefore, following Greer, Campioni also advocates that
‘maintaining the rage’ of excluded older women in modern societies is an
“empowering capacity for political disturbance embodied in the figure of older
women” (83). By that revolt, heteronormatively imposed conceptions of femininity

can be challenged and women can regain their legitimacy to age naturally.

Although, the revisionist approach towards menopause introduced with Greer,
Mackie and Campioni immediately enhances vision and brings insight about
menopausal transition at the first glance, it offers a highly mystified narrative about
‘the change’ and; thus, lacks a proper political insight. It is argued that, mystifying
menopause neglects the political essence of the issue. Furthermore like feminist
scholars, who resist to the cultural meanings of menopause, revisionist feminists also
perceives women using HRT as enchained by patriarchy. Claiming HRT as evil is an
essentialist understanding in just the same way as medical discourse praising HRT to
make women remain ‘feminine forever’. This understanding describes women using
HRT as weak; because it is assumed by revisionists that they foul their true self and
their emerging capacities by taking drugs. Another problematic arises in resistance
and revision approaches that they both claims a ‘natural’ human being having a
‘natural’ body. According to Lupton (1996) it is a puritan understanding implying that
“women should accept the aging process gracefully rather than fighting it” (94).
However, as discussed in earlier sections, the ‘natural’ cannot be puritan; because the
body and bodily processes especially like reproduction and sexuality is highly
interconnected with social dimensions. As Leng responds:
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“Nature is not simply the passive object, the blank page to be written upon or
etched, that the social constructionists position takes it to be. But neither is it the
completely untheorized, self-evident, and innocent object that the classical
feminist model of menopause takes it to be” (Leng, 1997: 289).

Therefore, the way that women are socialized about the processes of reproduction
and sexuality or the culture women are born into may be highly determining about the
perception of women not only about these issues or about their bodies; but also their
understanding about what is ‘natural’. Therefore, it may be argued that especially
revisionists missed the culture formed around reproduction and sexuality, which have

deep influences on women’s experience; although, it is a natural process.

The efforts of feminists who intend to revise it are valuable and meaningful due to the
fact that older women may experience a different kind of gender inequality and their
existence is emphasized within their subjective specifities. On the other hand, it is
argued that placing menopausal women; as if, they are returning to ‘nature’ is also
highly problematic; because these kind of explanations are confined to modernist
paradigm, since nature/culture dichotomy is not abolished but reformulated from the

side of nature. Leng noted:

“Our thinking as feminists needs to be freed from these modernist constraints of
essentialism, foundationalism, and nature, constraints that have grounded an
entire generation of feminist politics on menopause and indeed the social-
constructionist response to vault nature through culture” (Leng, 1997: 291).

Even if, women get wiser and more mature with menopausal transition, -not that it is
unlikely- giving the title of ‘wise person’, just based on menopause and on its bodily
repercussions, is problematic. The reason for that lies in the very argument of this
study about body, which is inextricable from social dimensions. In this research, it is
claimed that a woman gains perception about their bodies within certain social
significances especially in the cases of reproduction and sexuality; thus, her body is
interacting not only with nature; but also with culture. Revisionists, in that sense wear
only another essentialist cloak, contrasting with the medical approach. Leng (1997)
emphasizes a similar point arguing that; although, medicine and feminist
interpretation seem standing oppositional to each other, in a deeper level both lies on
a logocentric or metaphysical truth. Supporting Leng (1997), Kaufert asserts that “the
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battle is not in the truth of menopause but rather in who controls the meanings of

menopause, the medical profession or the feminists” (Kaufert, 1982: 153).

In sum, it may be alleged that both feminist who resist medial intervention, or who
intend to revise the meanings of menopause have a dualist framework. Categorically
rejecting synthetic estrogen indicates that medical intervention regarding menopause
is considered as ‘distorted’. More importantly, this means that a ‘trueness’ is
attributed to ‘nature’, which only reverses the challenged suppositions of modernity
and neglects the negotiating agency of women. Leng (1997) describes this conflict
between feminism and medicine as ‘game of truth’ arguing that the great divide
between feminist and medical approaches is not a divide at all but two sides of the
same coin, because feminist narrative seems self-evident as well:

“Nature is taken as purely self-evident, and its taken for grantedness generates a

series of binary opposites that are then excluded from the feminist position on

menopause. ‘Nature’ is thus pitted against ‘culture’ , ‘drugs’, ‘high technology’

and other forms of patriarchal intrusions, and a feminist consciousness of the

‘natural body’ is produced as the only antidote to such interventions. Now this

experience of nature functions as something quite foundational in the feminist

discourse, so much so that the feminist model of menopause forecloses the

possibility of the contractedness and partiality of its own position. In short,

feminist model becomes a thought system based upon the unassailable
foundation of nature” (Leng, 1997: 278).

Furthermore, since, especially revisionist approach assumes that all women
experience, -or should experience- a return to nature described by Greer, it ascribes a
monolithic quality to the experience of menopause and ignores diversities not only

among women; but across histories and cultures as well.

The third feminist group, in accordance with Murtagh & Hepworth’s (2005)
categorization, approaches to the issue more from a liberal point of view, advocating
that a woman should be bestowed with the right of making an informed decision
whether or not she decides to use HRT. Therefore, feminists should embrace the role
of providing women tools to make their decision easier and more informed; instead
of rejecting entirely the utilization of HRT. Worcester and Whatley (1992) asserts that
HRT itself raises the questions about women’s decision making in order to balance

risks, which should be considered as a personal decision based on both information
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and personal history. Feminists who supports the informed choice of women do not
object strictly to the use of HRT. In fact, they indicate that HRT may act as an agent
for women’s empowerment by helping them to understand their bodies and take

control of the process of their menopause (Worchester & Whatley, 1992).

This approach may seem like paying regard to women’s agency; yet, it is argued that
the processes of women’s decision making cannot be realized as smooth as it sounds.
On the contrary, the process of making an informed decision is surrounded by power
and pressure groups. Therefore, power dimensions discussed in earlier sections
should not only be located; but also challenged by feminist knowledge, if women’s
decision making is evaluated as women’s agency. Aside from failing to account for
power in society, individual choice fails to account for social inequality and social
differences as well. Indeed, it is itself a strategy of power which reinforces these
inequalities by bringing a moral force to their existence (Murtagh & Hepworth, 2003).
In order to broach this power dimension, it should be acknowledged that menopause
Is considered as a marker for disease prevention. According to Murtagh and Hepworth
(2005), the discourse of disease prevention consolidates the views about menopause
around factors of risk and benefit, which has a strong influence on informed decision-
making. The risk-benefit perception provides a strong moral force for women;
because to be sick of a preventable disease is morally reprehensible (Murtagh &
Hepworth, 2005: 285). Moreover, it would not inaccurate to state that aside from
medicine’s conceptualization of risk and benefit; there are very limited sources
providing women reliable, accessible and understandable information. Thereby, the
possibility of a choice made outside of a medical framework is very limited as well,
since the only source of information is clinic and clinician (Murtagh & Hepworth,
2005: 286-287). Additionally, the information about menopause offered in mass
media also reflects medical outlook as discussed in earlier sections. Due to these
powerful state of medicine in terms of menopause, it is agreed to Murtagh and
Hepworth’s (2005) arguments that the ‘choices’ of women, which are supposed to be
based on informed decision making of women, are constructed and even may be
evaluated as ‘coercive’ considering the existing discourse about menopause in
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medicine and media. In the best case scenario, women may choose a ‘non-decision
making role’ and leave the decision to their doctors, since the doctor appears as the

sole authority on the issue (Theroux & Taylor, 2003).

Problems about the approach towards an informed choice expands considering the
neoliberal economic setting both in Western countries and in Turkey from two
aspects. First, the neoliberalist state tries to retreat itself from health-care costs
resulting in protecting the health becomes an individual responsibility (Bugra &
Keyder, 2006: 213-220). This setting in healthcare paves the way for infomercials in
Gullette’s term (1997) produced by drug companies. Infomercials includes the
promotion of certain drug (mostly HRT in this case) both in the form of commercial
and scientific information and it may manipulate women in order to make them buy
their product without an extensive inquiry; or whether or not the drug is really
necessary. From these aspects, informed choice approach should be carefully and

critically embraced.

The last group of feminists according to Murtagh & Hepworth’s (2005) perspective
is postmodern feminists considering the diversity of menopausal experience; instead
of, making reductionist claims as in the case of previous feminist groups especially in
the case of HRT. However, Murtagh and Hepworth (2005) categorized all feminists
as postmodern, who remarks on diversity of experiences or who favors intersectional
approach in order to go beyond dualities and thus reductionist explanations. This
categorization may overgeneralize the position of feminist standpoint theorists
regarding diversity and partiality like Haraway and Harding as discussed earlier.
Therefore in this study, this last group of feminist will not be categorized under the
umbrella of postmodernism. Instead they are appraised as feminists regarding
multiplicity of positions theorizing back and forth between modernity and

postmodernity by harshly criticizing modernist foundations.

As discussed in the critics of revisionist approach these feminists consider neither
accepting to use HRT, nor medicalization should be viewed as a passivity or

victimization of women (Leng, 1997). Instead, they focus on “dismantling the divide
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between nature and culture itself, to render the divide as simply impossible” (Leng,
1997: 289). Inspired from Leng’s (1997) argument Murtagh and Hepworth (2005)
summarized this problematizations with following words:
“To do other than to resist is to be passive to and a victim of medicine and that
therefore resistance is the only appropriate menopausal subjectivity offered by
feminists. [...] The problem with either the medical reduction to biology or the
feminist to nature is that they are closed explanations, they do not allow for the
diverse experience and construction of menopause. Menopause is not one type
of fixed physical or social experience. [...] Women at different times in history
and in different societies and cultures have different life histories in relation to
menopause. The menopausal body can inhabit the woman, through surgery or
other processes. There is no singular ‘natural’ or normal menopause in this
conceptualization of menopause, rather a diversity of manifestations and

constructions. Denial of these differences effects a metaphysical closure”
(Murtagh & Hepworth, 2005: 282).

Harding (1997) also agrees with this proposition by stating that debating about the
pros and cons may limit what might be said about HRT (137). She adds that
constricting the issue of HRT between using and non-using is harmful for women’s
health movement due to the fact that it offers only two options for women’s
subjectivity. They are either being “sick, misinformed, over-dependent on medicine
and disempowered or well informed, engaging in non-medical and self-help practices

and empowered” (140).

It is seen that whether medical or feminist, most of the discourse surrounding
menopause locked into particular and social conditions and insist on nature/culture
dichotomy. Haraway (1991); on the other hand, insists on blurring of nature and
culture forming the basis for a reconstruction of ontology and politics beyond
metaphysical closures. The coding of this new kind of politics needs no totalities but
only embodiment of selves (Leng, 1997). Considering Leng’s and Haraway’s
accounts, feminist model as well may be counted as a narrative or metalanguage. Yet,
their intention for reformulation of feminist model does not include a mode of
essentializing. The discussion about the concept of body in social theory held at the
beginning of the study is very crucial at this point; in order to, accomplish the goal
stressed by Haraway, which is a reformulation of a feminist model without essentialist
claims. In parallel, in order to interpret the menopausal transition, Merleau-Ponty’s
89



claim of embodied subjectivity should be recalled, which does not suggest a
separation between mind and body. According Merleau-Ponty, the body represents
the linchpin of subjectivity due to the fact that the very existence of the body provides
both the side and source of our having a world and living in it (in Rothfield, 1997).
To be more precise, Merleau-Ponty’s lived body is the site of human agency not just
a material object controlled by the mind. Within this perspective, Merleau-Ponty
addresses hormones as an aspect of sensibility and materiality, which can be
perceived, tracked and measured (Merleau-Ponty, 1996; Rothfield,1997).
Consequently, the modernist and often essentializing character of hormones are
reinterpreted as experience, which refers to embodying a range of possibilities rather
than to dictate a particular form (Rothfield, 1997: 41-42). Within an understanding of
embodied subjectivity Rothfield argues that “the question whether an experience is
real (hormonal) versus psychological loses its significance” (Rothfield, 1997). Since
menopause is understood as a field of complex experiences, resolving it into its
constituent elements is not possible unlike as put in hormonal terms. Therefore, in
this study a phenomenologically informed emphasis upon the corporeality of
menopausal experience is embraced taking on board both subjectivity and materiality
together as also argued by Rothfield (1997). More importantly, it would not wrong to
argue that the phenomenological understanding also stands parallel with Haraway’s
claim of partiality mentioned in discussing feminist standpoint theory. She affirms
that:
““Women’s experience’ does not pre-exist as a kind of prior resource ready
simply to be appropriated into one or another description. What may count as

‘women’s experience’ is structured within multiple and often inharmonious
agendas” (Haraway, 1990: 113 in Leng p. 286).

It is seen that women’s experience is contrasted with biological explanation of
hormones in the case of menopause. On the other hand, due to its construction
including subjectivity and materiality at the same time, phenomenological
understanding of ‘experience’ may also respond to ‘consciousness’ as well. The
meaning of this comparison between experience and consciousness highlights that

experience is an intentional construction, or in Haraway’s (1990) terms ‘an artefact
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of the first importance’ just as consciousness as implied in Cartesian ontology. For
that reason inspiring from Haraway, Leng states that experience too may be

reconstructed, remembered, rearticulated (Leng, 1997: 286; Haraway, 1990).

It is clear that, phenomenological interpretation of experience emphasizes that bodily
changes and transitions transforms subjectivity, which may be apparent in the
experience of menopause as well. More importantly, it paves the way for women’s
agency. Hence, Daly (1997) implied that women renegotiate their social roles when
they experience changes in their bodies (189).

To conclude, this chapter intend to draw a new line both in science and feminist
politics following the contemporary postmodern insight underlining partiality of
knowledge instead of reductionist statements. “Truth no matter who utters is
constructed, relational, and partial” (Leng, 1997: 286). Thus, the experience of
menopause will not be analyzed in the following chapters as a celebration of returning
to ‘nature’ for self. Instead, women’s agency will be sought by uncovering fields of
bargain and negotiation regarding the existing discourse about the experience of
menopause debated above. The political feminist practice which is tried to be
grounded here; thus, does not originates from a basis of ‘truth’ or seeking a ‘true
knowledge’ about the experience of menopause. Rather, the partiality of knowledge
is offered for feminist politics. “In this model, there is no room for simply being
feminist or antifeminist, resister or victim, pro- or anti-technology and drugs. Against
the heritage of the metaphysical thought systems, there is only room for the
powerfully heretical” (Leng, 1997: 292).

As reiterated by Leng (1997), it is indicated that the aim of this study does not direct
itself to taking sides; but bypassing even rejecting dualities by prioritizing women’s
experience. This scientific approach differentiates itself from modernist approach due
to the fact that it does not offer any bold claims; but pays attention to listening women.
It is believed that this approach might alleviate the abject character menopause
constantly reproducing fear and silence, both by encouraging voice of women and

correspondingly diversifying opportunities in the medical field.
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4.2. Research Case Selection

Since, a special importance is attached to women’s experiences and women’s own
accounts in this study, the research process is tried to be enriched with conversations

held with 20 women, whose technical details are elaborated in the next section.

It would not be wrong to claim that the research universe is vast since menopause is
a bodily transformation experienced by all women. (As mentioned in the introduction
chapter, this study includes only cisgender women. Therefore, period of menopause
is operationally generalized to all women and excluded transgender women). Hence,
participants of the research were required to be narrowed in terms of certain criteria.
With the intent of that, case selection of research for this study is determined as
women living in Istanbul as a member of the upper-middle socioeconomic class and

actively working in jobs that could be categorized as white-collar.

Selection of participants can be justified due to four reasons. First factor is that
Istanbul, which is a large metropole city, is recognized as finance and commercial
center of Turkey. Especially considering private sector, districts like Zincirlikuyu,
Levent and Maslak are occupied by headquarters of big companies and/or banks; thus,
have the feature of business center adopting a ‘plaza life’. As a result of all of these
justifications, Istanbul is favored for research, because it would not be wrong to state
that a significant part of the white-collar working profile, especially at the top
executive level, is working in these neighborhoods.

The matter of privilege is second factor that formed the selection of participants. In
the context of Turkey, it may be said that this group of working individuals, in terms
of economic and cultural capital, belongs socioeconomically upper-middle income
and status groups. In this regard, participants can be considered as a privileged group.
As mentioned earlier, it is assumed that menopause experience deepens the
subordinated position of women in society due to the abject character attribution.
Hereof, it is argued that, probable loss of social status that women can encounter is
most obviously observable in this privileged class. This choice about selection of
participants is inspired on the outcomes from Agee's research:
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“Women stated that this sudden “invisibility” made them aware of gender
discrimination, which they often had not recognized earlier in their lives due to
the power they had derived from being slender, young women operating from
privileged class and race positions” (Agee, 1995: 86).

Prerequisite for active working is the third parameter that is considered during the
selection of participants. Considering the increased participation of women in
business life in Turkey in last 30 years, it is important that women representing
research participants should actively work to historicize the menopausal experience
and capture the differences between generations. In addition, the relationality between
working environment and conditions established by menopausal experience is found

valuable for intersectional analysis for the experience of menopause.

Lastly, as stated above, menopause experience is significantly interrelated and
relational with health and medicine. The wellness trend that has become popular in
Turkey and the Western world over the last 15 years, plays a role in selection of
participants. Because healthy living concerns are assumed to be more widespread
between the white-collar worker profile than the rest of the society.

If the research participants are briefly mentioned created around above referred
concerns, the most significant and valuable judgement in this research would be no
age limit is set. Instead, every woman who gave priority to the menopausal experience
sometime in her life (and provided other case selection conditions) was included in
the research. As strongly criticized in the previous chapters the medical institution
that dominates menopausal experience tends to limit this experience to certain
definitions. Specifying an age range is thought to be arising from this intention; rather
than taking women’s accounts into consideration. In this context, the research
participants consist of women ranging in age from 40 to 54. Although, the average
age of menopause in Turkey is 45-47 years according to medical studies, more than
half of the women, from whom research participants consist of, had experienced
menopause long before the specified age interval. Refusing to set an age limit allowed
for the study to uttering the experiences of women who are more invisible and
marginal due to ‘early menopause’. Moreover, it also reveals that the situation labeled

as ‘early menopause’ is not rare, underlining the question: ‘carly, according to who?’
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Majority of the participant profile consists of lawyers, engineers and bankers who are
educated at university level. Average monthly income of these women ranges from
5000 to 10000 TL and average monthly income of household is between 8000 to
15000 TL. Although, all women from whom the research participants are consists of
are in working life; it is seen that the mother of a large majority is the housewife.

As it is often pointed out in the previous chapters, menopause experience is related
with topics like reproduction and sexuality. Therefore, in order to provide diversity
and element of comparison to the research, research participants are selected from
women with and without children and having different marital status. According to
this, 2 of the research participants are never married, 4 are divorced, 1 is widow and
13 are married. In addition, 4 of the 6 participants, who do not have any child, are
married and 2 are single. These conditions has brought to research significant insights;

thus, valuable.

4.3. Research Method and Data Collection Processes

In this section, data gathering methods will be explained in detail based on research
case selection whose specifics are mentioned in the previous section. To begin with,
it should be stressed that this study does not aim for statistical information about
menopausal experience. Therefore, it follows qualitative research methods. To be
more precise, semi-structured in-depth interviews were held with women, who
voluntarily consented to participate in the study.® In parallel, snowball case selection
method was utilized; since, research participants are not intended to be representative.
As a result of snowball case selection, the occupations of women participating in the
study appear similar, which are mostly concentrated on lawyers, engineers and bank
employers generally from three distinct workplaces; since women directed the

researcher to their friends and colleagues for further interviews.

The timing of the interviews was arranged in accordance with women’s schedule and

thus appointments were made beforehand. Since the women forming the participants

8 Field guideline can be found in Appendix B (English) & Appendix C (Turkish)
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of the study are actively working, the interviews are conducted mostly in their lunch
breaks or after their working hours. In general, the interviews lasted about one hour;
yet, some of them were lasted both longer and shorter than that. Women who are
volunteered to participate to the study were interviewed mostly in their workplaces,
either in their personal offices or cafés nearby. Especially, for the interviews made
during the lunch breaks, the limited time shows itself as a disadvantage; but, many
women sincerely spared time for the study and most of them behaved flexible about
time concerns. All the interviews were tape recorded after approval received from the
participants before beginning interviews. The interviews recorded were transcribed
and coded afterwards. The coding process was completed manually and after the
coding is done the primary codes were filtered and further categorized based on their
importance and relation with each other.® The details of the codes and categories will

be elaborated in the next chapter, where the findings and data analysis are discussed.

4.4. Researcher’s Reflexivity

Since this study rejects objective claims and rather emphasizes that the knowledge is
partial and intersectional, the possibility of a researcher holding an objective and
impartial position is objected as well. Indeed, especially during the fieldwork, there
were three points that researcher’s existence were revealed and influenced the flow
of the study from several aspects. Firstly, this study was written in library of a plaza
building of a privileged public institution in Gayrettepe, in which many women
working there were also interviewed. Aside from the interviews, | as a researcher,
personally got acquainted with women working in this workplace, where mainly
lawyers are working from various age groups. My existence working in that building
as a researcher immediately got attention and my research topic awakened the interest
of many, resulting in ‘the menopause’ was started to be spoken often. Additionally, 1
got not only the chance to observe working women (and men) in their workplace by
witnessing their daily talks during lunch or coffee breaks; but also to participate to

their conversations. As a data collection method, focus group studies were not

® For more details see: Appendix A
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preferred due to the organizational hardships. However, these conversations and
observations participated in this workplace contributed a lot in order to capture the
general opinions of men and women about the issues of menopausal experience,
medicine, media, sexuality, reproduction etc. Hence, it would not be inaccurate to
claim that my existence as a researcher created an ethnographic dimension for this
study. More importantly, due to my very existence as a researcher preparing a
dissertation about ‘menopause’ called for a scientific interest regarding menopausal
change, which results in women in that workplace talking more about menopause and
their menopausal experience with each other, which is eventually one of the main
objectives of this study by bridging knowledge -formed from women’s accounts- and

politics for feminist struggle allowing for multiplicity of feminist accounts.

Secondly, as a researcher who is under 30 years old and unmarried, talking about
sexuality was challenging with women, most of whom have children near my age.
Instead of perceiving me as a scientific authority, they tend to approach the interview
process with an effort to help me to accomplish my thesis. Not that | wanted to be
perceived as a scientific authority; but, it should also be acknowledged that the age
and the generation gap between the researcher and the interviewees did stand as an
obstacle towards talking about sexuality from time to time. On the other hand, it is
also observed that spending time with them in their workplace while writing my thesis
also helped a lot to abolish that barrier in some interviews, if not in all of them. Yet,
forcing them to talk about the intimate details about their sexuality would not be
ethical as well. Thus, the women were not compelled with further questions to talk
about their experience of sexuality except from what they want to share with me; even
if it is acknowledged that sexuality is an extremely broad topic which cannot be
captured with few questions only related with sexuality regarding menopause.
Consequently, talking about sexuality was not easy due to my position as a researcher,
who is younger and unmarried. If | were a researcher close to their age and/or married,
it is assumed that detailing on sexuality would be more smooth and comfortable both
for the researcher and the interviewee, which shows that researcher’s subjective
qualities strongly matters contrary to the modernist claim of impartiality.
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Aside from reflexivity during the field, the interaction between the researcher and
women is considered as crucial in feminist studies for the long run. It has already been
uttered that studying about menopause as a researcher helped triggering women about
sharing their menopausal experience with each other and, more importantly, created
an awareness about menopause allowing to be talked more publicly and openly at
least in that workplace that | prepared my thesis. Since it is an interactional process,
the field and the study in general shaped my perceptions as well about women in their
menopausal ages as a researcher. My most significant gain from this study may be
considered as getting to know my mother’s generation more closely by familiarizing
with their lives and acknowledging that their negotiations with heteronormativity
actually shaped the way my generation of women sees the world. If I intend to write
a feminist thesis and identify myself as a feminist, | realized that my negotiations with
heteronormativity are already inherited from theirs. As a researcher and a feminist
this awareness brought me a broader perception of feminist struggle providing a

crucial insight for my future studies.

These three aspects of reflexivity shows that the researcher is not only a part of the
study; but, the interaction during the fieldwork with women may be considered as an
important contribution for feminist movement as well. Hence, starting from this
chapter, my subjective position is emphasized as a researcher in the study by utilizing

statements written in first person pronouns.

4.5. Ethical Considerations

This study is accomplished through pursuing several ethical considerations covering
the fieldwork process as well. To begin with, the content of the semi-structured
interview was approved by METU Human Subjects Ethics Committee before
fieldwork. During the fieldwork confidentiality of the respondents was regarded as a
number one priority. Thus, 30 pseudonyms were designated before starting the
fieldwork and at the beginning of the interviews, each interviewee was asked to

choose a pseudonym for herself in order to represent her in the further processes of
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research. It is assured to the women that the pseudonyms they chose and their real

identity would never be paired with each other.

Finally, during the interviews it is tried to be careful and sensitive especially about
two issues. Since menopause may be a distressing and bitter experience for some
women, it is abstained from behaviors which may upset women. Parallel to this effort,
the wording of the questions were selected carefully and especially about the issues
of sexuality the respondents were never constrained to share more than they wanted
to. Furthermore, especially about the matters regarding hormone therapy, the choices
of women whether to accept or decline HRT, is not approached in a judgmental
attitude.
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CHAPTER 5

ENCOUNTERING WITH MENOPAUSE

This chapter is dedicated to discuss how women encounter menopausal experience
including the ways in which women observe first physiological changes in their
bodies, and what kind of emotional responses are attached to these beginning insights.
At this point, I realized that ‘expecting’ menopausal transition may play a significant
role shaping these initial responses and; thus discussed accordingly. Moreover,
women’s effort to learn more about the experience of menopause is tried to be
deciphered in order to explain how women ascribe their own experience to the
dominant discourse surrounding menopausal transition in their personal researches
related with menopausal change. Finally, from women’s accounts, the meaning of
menopause is tried to be captured related with other embodied processes like aging,
laboring, breast-feeding, menstruation etc. in order to further guide the discussion in
terms of interactions of the experience of menopause. More importantly within all
these realms, women’s subjective decisions towards the existing social constructions
of menopause are especially focused by aiming to point out the agency of women
negotiating against the possible abject character of menopause creating fear and
silence. It is also important to note that, while locating women’s agency, the analysis
pays regards to the intersectional aspects of women’s class and status positions by
regarding their current occupational position, family background and income, which
are assumed as interdependent and inextricable dynamics constructing subjectivity.
This approach also helps alleviating monolithic explanations about menopause and;
rather, highlights that menopause is experienced in various modalities bearing also
upon intersectional characteristics forming women’s subjective positionality. This
chapter holds rather an introductory analysis representing my fieldwork. In general,
it is intended to show the possible paths that discussion about the experience of
menopause might be elaborated further.
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5.1. Beginning Insights: Getting Acquainted With Menopausal Transition

In the field, I usually preferred starting the conversation by asking when and how the
women realized that menopausal transition appears and in which ways they reacted
to it. I believe, the very first encounter with menopause is highly important because

further relationalities regarding menopause are constructed around it.

According to my talks with women, | observed that remarks are highly differentiated
between women who started experiencing menopause, arriving as an anticipated
process and who faced with it as a totally unexpected phenomenon. Therefore,
beginning insights of these two cases are discussed separately in following sections.
After discussing menopause for women as an anticipated embodied process,
‘extraordinary’ cases, which includes menopause via emotional trauma and its
intersections with another health related issues like cancer, will be elaborated in detail
which I did not run across while investigating existing literature. In addition, this

section has a special emphasis about the experience of ‘early’ menopause as well.

In these beginning insights several clues lurk in about further discussing the
experience of menopause. Primarily, as mentioned in discussing the related literature
about the experience of menopause third chapter, the abject character of the
experience of menopause can also be seen in various statements, in which it is asserted
that arrival of menopause may create fear and anxiety. Yet, these two assumed
attitudes towards the experience of menopause is also challenged and negotiated by
women, whom | spoke during interviews. Additionally, unlike the claim of abject, |
discovered that the abject character of menopause is not demonstrated in the same
way for all women and even may not necessarily appear in all cases. To be more
specific, almost half of my respondents stated that they either took menopause in
stride; or they found it rather relieving from some aspects as opposite to the claim of
abject. As it is seen; even though, the experience of menopause may include abject
prospects creating fear and anxiety, its features are fluid differentiating across
different social settings and ways of embodiment, rather than a static one.
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Moreover, during my interviews | had a chance rigorously to observe that women
react variously to the issues related with different aspects about the experience of
menopause, which supports my claim that the experience of menopause cannot be

explained in monolithic presumptions.

5.1.1. Anticipating Menopausal Transition

In the field, all women | met to interview were almost over 45 years old. Yet, some
of them experienced menopause earlier than expected and some of them experienced
it within expected age ranges, which may be indicated roughly as over 45. This section
aims to describe the beginning experiences of women; who experienced rather a
smooth transition towards menopause. Accordingly, about five of my respondents
declared that they have already think themselves as old enough for menopausal
transition and; thus, did not experience any significant subjective breakthroughs
related with the experience of menopause. From their accounts, I also discovered that
these women did not severely experience almost any of the physiological discomforts
as well, specific to menopausal transition such as hot flushes. For example Hande
Kirmizi, who works as an advisor in a software company, explained that her
menopausal transition did not trouble her physiologically:

“I guess I am an exception at this issue. Because I didn’t experience those things

of menopause. | hadn’t experienced any of those things that everybody says,

such as hot flush. I hope I will not experience in the future. | haven’t experienced

any negative effect so far. I haven’t been affected in this respect.” (Hande
Kirmizi)®

Before the interviews these women like Hande tried to ‘warn me’ emphasizing that
they might not be a ‘proper example’ for me to represent a menopausal woman; due
to the fact that, their physiological changes are occurring only in minor levels. Even
one of my respondents told me during our conversations, before the official tape
recorded interview, that she got the feeling that something might have been wrong in

her body; because she did not experience any physiological changes -or in her words

10 «Simdi ben o konuda biraz istisnayim galiba. Ciinkii ben o menopozun seylerini gecirmedim. Derler
ya hani mesela dyle sicak basmalar baska seyler hi¢ birini yasamadim. Insallah da yasamam. Oyle
hicbir negatif bir seyini gérmedim simdiye kadar. Etkilenmedim o agidan.” (Hande Kirmizi)

101



‘symptoms’- of menopausal transition except from the cessation of her menses and
went to doctor to ask about this. As it is seen from these two accounts, there exists a
highly medicalized image of menopausal woman and women interpret the changes in
their bodies in accordance with this image and even got anxious, when their body did
not react in the same way. From my literature review and general overview about the
experience of menopause, | mostly confronted that this stereotypical image of
menopausal woman often comes into light as a social stigma, which will be elaborated

in following chapter.

In general, one way or the other, all women whose experiences are given place in this
chapter emphasized that menopause is a ‘natural’ process that every women will go
through; thus, no worries should be made. Nevertheless, the relationship that they
established with the experience of menopause and midlife differs a lot from each
other. To illustrate, Deniz Ozgiir, who works as a lawyer, laid emphasis on her midlife
transition; rather than her menopausal experience and explained that the beginning of
her 40’s was more devastating for her:

“You interrogate you know; was it my expectation from life? You have so many

expectations. Not all of them actualize, naturally. That midlife crisis ruined my

hormones pretty much. But menopause didn’t cause such a depression like of

my ages of forty, probably because | did not experience those physical things.

Maybe I might have felt depressed if [ had experienced those things. [...] I think

it is a natural process. It is not an illness, eventually. For example, | heard that

there are some women who conceal that. | have nothing like that.” (Deniz
Ozgiir)*

From her statement, | concluded that her subjectivity may be influenced more from
the beginning of her midlife; rather than menopause, whose relations with social life
may be elaborated also in subsequent studies. In parallel, Zuhal, who is a former bank
employer now working for a well-known aid society, experienced menopausal

transition at the age of 42, claimed that although, her menopause ‘knocks her door’

11 “Sorguluyorsun iste, hayattan beklentim bu muydu? Bir siirii beklentin var. Hepsi gergeklesmiyor
haliyle. O 40 yas bunalimi benim hormonlarimi baya bir bozdu. Fakat menopoz, 4011 yaglarimdaki gibi
bir bunalim yaratmadi bende, fiziksel de pek bir sey yasamadigim icin herhalde. Belki onlari
yasasaydim daha camim sikkin olurdu bu konuda. [...] Dogal bir siire¢ oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.
Hastalik degil bu sonugta. Hani bazilarinda mesela sey var duydugum, gizleyenler oluyor mesela.
Benim dyle bir seyim yok.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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early, it did not upset her so much. Instead, like Deniz, she also stressed that stepping
into aging with the beginning of midlife compelled her much more apart from
menopause. As mentioned in discussing the existing literature, Deniz’s and Zuhal’s
statements carry parallel insights about the fact that aside from menopause as a
marker, aging in general is another element socially pathologized and demonized
(Komesaroff, Rothfield & Daly, 1997; Gulette, 1997).

On the other hand, as our conversation improves with Hande Kirmizi, who declared
that she experienced almost none of the physiological aspects of menopause, she
made remarks about the issues about sexuality and indicated that her experience of
menopause may have a negative role in terms of intimacy from various aspects. In
my opinion, primary reason why it did not occurred to her mind to declare these
impacts in the first place, lies in the very image of menopausal woman described in a
moody tone and with an unbalanced body temperature. Even so, this stereotypic

image carries clues about sexuality; its messages are rather given covertly.

Although, transitioning into a menopausal state may seem as an isolated event (and
sometimes it really is an isolated event), older sisters may play an important role in
order to guide their younger sisters about this experience.
“T witnessed it because my sister from the family went through menopause
before me, | witnessed her discomfort. After her, | saw my cousins. | mean, we
are almost in the same ages, but | saw them many years ago because they went
through it before me. Mine is a bit of that experience. | mean, at the same time,

I saw that it would not be too much trouble. It really did not happen.” (Nazan
Bahadir)*?

Nazan Bahadir, who is a bank employer working in the headquarters of a private bank
in Maslak, considers her experience of menopause as ‘lucky’ due to the fact that it
happened after 50 years old and almost without any physiological discomforts.

12 «Ajleden kardesim benden once girdigi igin ona sahit oldum, sikintilarmi gérdiim. Ondan sonra
kuzenlerimi goérdiim. Yani ayni yaslardayiz hemen hemen ama onlar benden erken girdigi i¢in ben
onlar1 seneler 6nce goérdiim. Benimki biraz o tecriibelerden. Yani ¢cok da sorun olmayacagini gordiim
ayni1 zamanda. Gergekten de olmadi.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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Moreover, the experiences of her sisters have been a forecast for her about what might

happen.

In sum, even menopause is experienced with minor physiological changes and within
an ‘appropriate’ age range, the experience itself means different things for each
women. So far, crucial intersections shows itself regarding the experience of
menopause, which are stereotypical image of menopause, communication with family
members and the relations with aging and sexuality. As it is seen; although, some of
these relations point out menopause as a negative event, anticipating this experience
may ease the fear and anxiety felt towards it. In the following section, these issues are
reconsidered in a different situation, when the experience of menopause arrives

unexpectedly.

5.1.2 Unexpected Arrival of Menopausal Transition

Since menopause is acknowledged as an inevitable process of reproductivity occurred
with cessation of menses by almost in all women, | assume that little is actually
wondered about what other things might be happening during menopausal transition
until its arrival, including its social and subjective repercussions. Besides, the changes
including physiological transformation are not possible to be fully perceived until it
is embodied; even, it provokes any curiosity beforehand. Therefore, the very first
encounter about the experience of menopause is evaluated as crucial; because, not
only women may involve into an already existing discourse about menopause; but the
transition itself is also new to them in an embodied sense. It is also a process that
women can make sense of other women’s menopausal experiences. For me, as a
researcher who did not experience menopause, this process is resembled with the
beginning of menstruation. Yet, despite similarities, it is clearly recognized that
menopause is a whole new embodied experience; thus, their first insights regarding
the experience of menopause are asked to respondents. As a result of this effort, it is
realized that menopausal change may manifest itself together with other social events;
although it is assumed as a pure physiologic process in a biomedical sense. In

accordance with that widely accepted definition, menopause is simply cessation of
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menses, related with estrogen deficiency, accelerating with age. On the other hand,
most of my respondents declared that menopause may begin also by trauma,
emotional distress or other diseases/treatment processes. Actually, I was unfamiliar
with these cases in the field, since | did not come across to it in the studies that |
introduced earlier. Yet, menopause arriving due to an external impact is also
interesting. To illustrate, one of my respondents was a widowed women named Melis
Kizil, whose menopausal transition has begun just after her husband died. Similarly,
another respondent Giizin stated that her menopausal transition has started right after
the demise of her mother. Together with the high level of stress dealt in contemporary
life circumstances, this abrupt experience of undergoing menopause after the demise
of the loved ones may makes sense. From the accounts of other respondents like Tiilin,
I concluded that experiencing menopause right after a traumatic event cannot only be
pertained to today’s generation of women; because two of my respondents, including
Tiilin, emphasized that after their fathers were passed away, the menopausal transition
of their mothers started out of the blue. Moreover, many other respondents claim that
divorce can create a huge emotional distress which may also trigger menopause.
These respondents are inspired both from their own failed marriage stories and from
the stories of other women, whom they are acquainted or related with. For example
Fulden explained her own encounter with menopause in the age of 44 by relating it to
her divorce:

“Menopause was never on my agenda. [...] I was already going to the doctor’s

routine controls every year. [...] The test was going on, and when I took that

test, the doctors generally said: you won’t go through the menopause before 50

years old. I didn’t mind about it at all at that time [...] it was not at the forefront

in my life. But then in 2013, | suddenly divorced. It was not on my agenda either,

but I divorced somehow. Instantly, | divorced. A month after | was divorced, my
menstruation was over.” (Fulden Karaca)®

13 “Benim hi¢ giindemimde yoktu menopoz. [...] Zaten her y1l doktora rutin kontrollere gidiyordum.
[...] Test oluyordu, o testi yaptirdigim zaman doktorlarin genel olarak dedigi suydu: sen 50 yasindan
once menopoza girmezsin. Oyle hi¢ dSnemsemedim o dénemde [...] hayatimda hi¢ én planda degildi.
Sonra fakat ben 2013 yilinda birden bosandim. O da hi¢ giindemimde yoktu ama artik bir sekilde
bosandim. Hemen de bosandim. Bosandiktan bir ay sonra ben adet gérmemeye basladim.” (Fulden
Karaca)
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Additionally, some of my respondents also declared that the emotional distress they
face has prevented them to focus on changes in their reproductive cycle. For example,
after a depressing period of divorce Cansel Keskin’s sister went through menopause
and despite her lack of menses for 7 months, she never saw a doctor; because she is
too busy to cope with her other problems originating with divorce. Similarly, after her

husband passed away Melis Kizil declared that:

“I didn’t have a chance to think about myself. I was severely upset and [ had a
ton of trouble accompanying to it. As a matter of fact, my menopause got lost in
the shuffle. If it had coincided to a calmer period of my life, | would be a better
follower of myself and my body at this issue.” (Melis Kizil)'*

“My sister, for example, because she dealt with her own problems, had not gone
to the doctor even though she did not menstruate for 6-7 months.” (Cansel
Keskin)®®

From the statements of Fulden, Melis and others, it is seen that menopause is not a
purely physiological phenomenon but also linked with social and psychological
events faced by individual. According to the statements of these same respondents,
they were completely unaware of the fact that menopause may begin after these
triggering life events until they actually underwent all these, which is embraced as
much more interesting. Explaining menopause; as if, hormonal mechanism is
disparate and purely biological, disguises the cases that it affects and be affected from
other subjective processes. Especially, women who start experiencing menopausal
transition before the age they expect, complain about their unawareness about this;
due to the fact that they could not take any precautions (e.g. egg freezing) beforehand.
Here, the understanding of prevention becomes prominent. As mentioned before,
Utian described the experience of menopause as a fortunate alarm system in order to
take precautions for future health problems, which might occur in aging (1997: 7).
Similarly, Murtagh and Hepworth (2005) stressed the change in perception in

medicinal perspective towards the discourse of ‘prevention’. Yet, I realized from

14 «“R endimi diigiinecek hig halim yoktu. Cok ciddi bir iiziintii ve buna eslik eden bir ton sikint1 yasadim.
Benim menopozun arada kaynadi aslina bakarsaniz, belki daha sakin bir ddnemime denk gelseydi, bu
konuda kendimin ve bedenimin daha iyi takipgisi olabilirdim.” (Melis Kizil)
15 «Ablam mesela, kendi sorunlariyla ugragsmaktan 6-7 ay hi¢ adet olmadigi halde doktora gitmemisti.”
(Cansel Keskin)
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women’s accounts, who experienced the experience of menopause earlier than
expected, that the logic of prevention in medicine does not include informing women
for possible ways of taking precautions and ensuring that they make their plans
accordingly. In that sense, it is seen that medicine tends not behave in a preventive
way beforehand; but offers solutions with HRT after menopausal transition has begun.

In these cases, preventive medical strategies can be only possible if doctors, especially
gynecologists, develop a medical strategy which follows the emotional states of their
patients and/or their reproductive plans as well. Yet, this kind of medical practice
conflicts with already existing medical approach, in which individual body is assumed
as a disparate and mechanistic entity from subjective formation. In contrast, it requires
a broad understanding of subjectivity. Within this framework, prevention discourse
works in a way covering preventive solutions after and before the experience of
menopause and supports women by informing them and help to ease the shock effect
due to the abrupt arrival of menopause. Additionally, this points out to the discussion
between hormones versus experience that both Merleau-Ponty and Grosz advocates
that experience as a whole must be taken into consideration instead of hormones. As
an aside, for this study I am reluctant to give menopause a meaning, which should be
avoided or prevented in the first place. However, preventive technologies are offered
as a solution simply because, ‘protecting reproductive capacities of women’ is
assumed as the priority of existing medical approach based on the history of the
relationship between medicine and the experience of menopause mentioned in
previous chapters. Furthermore, based on the remarks of women, who especially
worrying about the loss of their reproductive capacities, precautions like egg freezing
should be considered as crucial due to its irreplaceability once lost. Similarly, women
who worry about the physiological outcomes of aging in terms of the deterioration
may occur in general health and appearance of youth, menopause is uttered as a

process which should be prevented as much as possible.

In connection with the first insights gained about menopause, the fieldwork also
showed me that the experience of menopause may also be in conjuncture with other

medical conditions. To be more precise, especially in the cases of breast and thyroid
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cancer, | noticed that menopause may be interactive also with these kinds of medical
conditions due to the fact that the treatment of these cancer cases may cause
malfunctions in the ovaries resulting in menopause to arrive earlier. Considering the
increasing prevalence of cancer cases targeting women such as breast, endometrial or
thyroid cancer, this relationship should not be overlooked. Yet, in the existing
literature that I analyzed, I did not come across stressing this relationship. On the other
hand, even in my relatively small size of participants, three of my respondents went
through these medical stages, which motivates me to address this relationship. For
example Hale Toprak implied that radioactive treatment targeting her breast cancer
caused her to experience menopause earlier. Similarly Tiilin Piir and Piraye Yiiksek
also replied that their history about thyroid cancer altered their engagement with
menopausal experience. However, according to their statements, their doctors took
different attitudes about warning them about the possibility of an early menopause
than expected. Whereas Piraye’s doctor did not explain anything during the treatment
progress; Tiilin’s doctor was more aware of the possibility of an early menopause and
informed her about it. Here, the difference in attitude regarding medical experts attract
attention. As emphasized by Kaufert (1990) before, medicine as an institution
together with medical community, should also not be taken into consideration as a
homogeneous entity or as if it stands static towards developments in other realms of
knowledge.

“Medically, it was not told to me. I was just told that (in the course of cancer

treatment): ‘Never get pregnant. If you get pregnant, your child will be disabled’.

Therefore, | was very afraid that | was in the period of birth control by saying

that I should never get pregnant. But in the meantime, | could not be able to get

pregnant anyway, perhaps because the eggs are exhausted. Of course, I didn’t
know that back then.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

16 “T1bbi olarak bu bana sdylenmedi. Bana sadece sdylenen suydu o zaman (kanser tedavisi siirecinde):
Kesinlikle hamile kalmayin. Eger hamile kalirsaniz cocugunuz sakat olur. O yiizden hani ¢ok korkarak
bir korunma siireci ge¢irdim o donem. Aman hamile kalmayayim diyerek. Ama halbuki megerse de
zaten kalamayacakmigim belki de yani yumurtalar tiikendigi i¢in. Tabii bunu o zaman farkinda
degilim.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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“He said okay, but you still need to know, you'll go through menopause early. Is
there a drawback for you? So now you're telling to a cancer patient; menopause.
What would you think at that point?” (Tiilin Piir)*’

As understood from their remarks, not all these women establish the same kind of
relationship neither with their doctors, nor with their cancer. Whereas, Piraye declared
that her doctor should have informed her about the possibility of an earlier
menopause; Tiilin Piir said that she paid no mind about menopause because she took
beating her cancer more seriously at that moment. In addition, doctor’s attitude might

differ from each other or change through time.

“If I had gone through the menopause suddenly without any other problem, it
could have been a problem for me but at that time | have not been so focused on
menopause, because I've had something bigger than that.” (Tiilin Piir)'®

Here, Piraye’s statement has another dimension though. Although, her doctor did not
warn her related with the possibility of an early menopause, she/he emphasized
another issue regarding her reproductive capacity before starting her treatment, which
is the possibility of her to get pregnant. It is seen that Piraye’s doctor assumes a hidden
hierarchy related with her reproductivity; or to be more precise, a hierarchy between
the possibility of her to get pregnant during the treatment and the possibility of her
never able to get pregnant after the treatment. This experience of Piraye with her
doctor actually signifies the feminine ethos emphasized by Sybylla (1997), in which

women are assumed as reproductive machines.

The case of Hale is also different, who was diagnosed breast cancer at the age of 38.
She implied that her doctor mentioned about the treatment may result in menopause
slightly earlier than expected; yet, she remained indifferent to that possibility and
preferred to go with the flow. Nevertheless, it may be concluded that, similar with
women going through menopause due to emotional distress, doctors mostly deal with

17 “Tamam dedi ama yine de bilmeniz lazim, erken menopoza gireceksiniz. Sizin igin bir sakincasi var
mi1? Yani simdi siz kanserli bir hastaya diyorsunuz ki menopoz. Ne diisiiniirsiiniiz o sirada?” (Tiilin
Piir)

18 “Tamamen hani higbir rahatsizligim olmadan belki menopoza girseydim sak diye, problem olabilirdi
benim i¢in ama ben simdi onun yaninda daha biiyiikk bir sey yasadigim i¢in hi¢ ona o kadar
odaklanmadim.” (Tiilin Piir)

109



the body and the subject, as if its parts are unconnected even other medical conditions
overlaps with menopause together with some emotional burdens. Both of these cases
show that a fragmented approach towards human subjectivity may hinder women to

get prepared to the experience of menopause, even if they wanted to.

After discussing the experiences of menopause initiated via unusual processes rather
than gradual decline in hormones; it should also be noted that the beginning of
menopause may come unexpectedly; though, nothing unusual happens in women’s
life. In my interviews several women emphasized that encountering menopause was
surprising for them. Even three of my respondents noted that they thought they got
pregnant when their menstruation has ceased. Here, I should remind that all women |
interviewed are well-educated and highly interested with their body and health due to
their class and status position. Under these circumstances, it is not expected from them
to confuse menopause with pregnancy. Nonetheless, these confusions are likely to
happen; since, little things about the processors of menopausal change are actually
known except from cessation of menses. Another reason behind this confusion may
lie in the fact that menopause is an unknown embodied process; whereas menstruation
and pregnancy were embodied processed experienced so far. For example Zehra, who
is a bank employer in a top managerial status implied that she got anxious about the

possibility of a pregnancy when her menstruation suddenly stopped:

“Mine was very surprising for me, it was highly unlooked for. I said God, if I'm
pregnant or something...I went to the doctor in a state of shock, and we have a
certain age, we have 9 years of age difference with my husband. It's impossible
to want a child or something. | went with a lot of panic, by saying to myself that
‘God will not force me to do something I do not want’. Then I rejoiced at when
the doctor said ‘you are in menopause’.” (Zehra Simsek)*®

Zehra mentioned that she experienced a huge relief learning that she was going
through menopause instead of a possible pregnancy. The aspect of relief is discussed
by Erol (2014) and Winterich (2003) asserting that menopause may represent a relief

19 “Benim ¢ok siirpriz oldu hi¢ hesapta olmayan bir sey. Allah’im dedim, hamile falan miyim yoksa.
Bir sok halinde gittim doktora, hani yaslarimiz da belli. Esimle aramizda 9 yas var. Cocuk falan
istememiz miimkiin degil. Cok panikle gittim, Allah’1m beni istemedigim bir seye mecbur birakma
diye. Sonra doktor menopoza girmissin deyince havaya uctum sevingten.” (Zehra Simsek)
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from sexual obligations and pregnancy risk. To illustrate, Zehra, declared that eluding
the possibility of pregnancy due to menopause caused her to feel relief. That is to say,
feminine ethos constructed around reproduction and sexuality may not necessarily

result in anxiety for all women both from the aspects of sexuality and reproduction.

On the other hand, Piraye, who works as an executive administrative assistant in a
privileged public institute, also consulted to her gynecologist right after the
discontinuation of her menses. However, in the case of Piraye, her opinion related
with this confusion differs from the case of Zehra. Piraye admitted that she simply
could not ascribe this possibility of a menopause for herself. Moreover, she described
the moment that she learned about her menopause with grief; whereas, Zehra gave

exactly the opposite reaction.

“Strictly speaking, I could not understand. The doctor could not understand either.
It was my bad luck. Because | have not had too many irregularities in my period
within last year. My menstruation was normal. Only the periods were prolonged.
They had not an exact end, they were ending by stretching little by little, even with
a drop. | was wondering why this is happening. | went to the doctor several times.
| had a spiral and the doctor thought it might be originating from the spiral. Then |
suddenly went through menopause. I mean, I menstruated for a month, I didn’t
happen next month, and I even thought | was pregnant. | thought | was pregnant or
something. And there is a spiral. Then | went to my doctor's office after that. | said
“Allah Allah” my period didn’t start. He said, let's see, and after that he told me, he
removed the spiral. | said what will happen now, why? He said that your eggs are
exhausted, he said completely. He said no eggs. He said, you are in menopause. Of
course | had a shock there, because | went to this doctor before. | went him a few
times in the last year, at least 2 or 3 times. He must have suspected. He did not
doubt. I didn’t think of it anyway. I never minded it. Let’s say, | could not ascribe
it to myself, but he should have been suspicious as a doctor. Of course, | quitted to
go to that doctor. Because | got out there with a shock, | mean, when he said, your
eggs are completely over, you are in menopause, and | was like, ‘what’?!” (Piraye
Yiiksek)?

20 «Acikgast anlayamadim. Doktorum da anlayamadi. Benim sanssizligim orada oldu. Ciinkii son 1
yilda ¢ok fazla adet diizensizligim yoktu. Normal adet goriiyordum. Sadece adetler uzuyordu. Tam
bitmiyordu boyle az az, az az uzayarak gidiyordu, damla damla bile olsa. Ben de merak ediyordum bu
neden boOyle oluyor diye. Doktora gittim birka¢ kere. Spiral vardi bunun spiralden kaynakli
olabilecegini diisiiniiyordu filan. Sonra birden bire menopoza girdim. Yani, bir ay adet gérdiim, ondan
sonraki ay adet gormedim ve hatta hamile oldugumu diisiindiim. Acaba hamile miyim filan diye
diistindim. Spiral de var. Sonra doktoruma gittim ondan sonra. Dedim Allah Allah ben adet
gormilyorum filan. Bakalim dedi ve ondan sonra bana dedi ki, spirali ¢ikartti. E dedim ne olacak simdi
neden? Yumurtaniz bitmis dedi tamamen dedi. Yumurta yok dedi. Menopoza girmigsiniz dedi bana.
Tabii ben sok gecirdim orada ¢linkii bu doktora daha once de gittim. Hani bir sene igerisinde birkag
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As mentioned in the chapter related with research design, | arranged the fieldwork
and the selection of interviewees without any predetermined age range contrary to
general opinion. The only thing that | minded for, is the accounts of women declaring
whether they either observed or still observing menopausal changes in their bodies. |
realized a lot better how appropriate this judgement was, when | actually got in a face-
to-face contact with women in the field. Because, even in my small and limited group
of participants with 20 women, almost half of my respondents experience menopause
much earlier than the predicated age range. Therefore, | believe that my research has
opened a new door discussing the case of ‘early menopause’ which is even more
disguised in terms of menopausal experience. In the existing literature that 1 worked
on, the issue of early menopause was not covered. Two reasons may lie behind this
lack. First of all, since the focus of my research is not ‘early’ menopause, I did not
conduct an additional research about the issue. Actually, before the fieldwork, I
supposed that the cases of early menopause is rather rare; thus, I could not imagine
that | came across with that much women, who experience menopause earlier than the
predicated age range. Secondly, and most importantly, most of the researches I
analyzed, regardless of qualitative or quantitative, tend to shape their case selection
in accordance with the assumed age ranges. Therefore, they might also have
overlooked the cases of early menopause. In further studies about the experience of
menopause, the literature review should be enlarged, so that it can also cover the issue

of early menopause.

Here, a clarification is necessary. Since the notion of ‘early’ is highly relative, I left
the judgement about evaluating the timing of their menopause to the women | spoke.
To exemplify, one of my respondent Zuhal Isik declared that her menopause has
started at the age of 42; but, she considers this age as normal due to the genetic factors
related with the women in her family. On the other hand, Piraye evaluated her

menopause arriving earlier than expected; although she was 2 years older than Zuhal

kez, en azindan 2 3 kere gittim. Siiphelenmesi gerekirdi. O da siiphelenmedi. Benim, zaten aklima
gelmedi. Hi¢ aklima gelmedi. Hadi ben konduramadim kendime ama onun bir doktor olarak
stiphelenmesi gerekirdi. Tabi ben o doktora gitmeyi kestim. Ciinkii oradan soka girip ¢iktim hani
yumurtaniz bitmis tamamen, menopoza girmissiniz deyince nasil yani ??” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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(44) when she firstly experienced menopause. In accordance with this consideration
Esra, who is a public official in a privileged public institute, noted that she was 38
years old when she experienced menopause. She noted that menopause was totally an
unexpected event for her at this age, and; thus, menopause struck her very badly
causing her to sink into a depression for a while. Even during the interview, her eyes
brimmed with tears several times due to the stress caused by talking about menopause.
Among the reasons of her depression she also regarded other aspects related with
menopause, yet she highlighted repeatedly that she could have dealt with her
emotional state better if her menopause would arrive after around 45 years old.

“Because of menstrual irregularity, I already had my monthly checks, so as to

know why it is like that? The period was shortening, color change, and so on. |

was always going to a doctor every month or two. The doctor was trying to fix

it with various medicines. [...] | never thought that what | was going through was

related to menopause, since | had no idea that such a thing could happen. |

observed sleep deprivation at that time. | could not sleep or | woke up at nights,

which I never was that kind of person who lacks sleep. I never attributed those

with menopause, because you don’t know these are related. I just thought that

something happened and never linked it with menopause. Waking up at nights,

hot flushes, although | am a person who always sleep by covering myself.

Opening the cover, sleeping naked, these were my observations. | learned very
later that those are linked with menopause.” (Esra Karadeniz)®

Two of my interviews with Gaye and Filiz, who are both bank employers in higher
managerial positions in different banks, are especially important for my research;
because, they experienced menopause in very early years of their lives. Accordingly,
Gaye was 23 and Filiz was 33 when they firstly realized menopause has begun.
Intrinsically, they both declared that menopause was totally an unexpected

phenomenon for them and also it resulted in a devastating emotional state. Both of

2L “Adet diizensizligi ile beraber zaten ben aylik kontrollerimi yaptiriyordum. Neden acaba boyle
oluyor diye. Adette kisalma, renkte degisiklik filan oldu. Siirekli ayda bir iki ayda bir doktora
gidiyordum. Doktor da ¢esitli ilaglarla iste diizeltmeye ¢alistyordu. [...] Boyle bir seyin olabilecegi hig
aklimda olmadig i¢in, o yasadiklarimin menopozla ilgili oldugunu hi¢ diistinmedim. Uykusuzlugu
gozlemledim. Uyuyama, gece uyanma ki hi¢ uyku problemi yasayan bir insan degilim normalde.
Mesela onlar1 menopozun gelecegi ile ilgili kendime sey yapmadigim i¢in, bilmiyorsun. Bir sey oldu
herhalde diye diisiindiim ve onu hi¢ menopozla bagdastirmadim. Gece uyanmalari, sicak basmalar1 ki
normalde siirekli yorganla yatan bir insanim ben. Yorgani agma, ¢iplak yatma bu sekilde yasadim.
Ama sonra iste bunlarin menopozla baglantili oldugunu sonradan 6grendim.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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these women used the words ‘misfortune’, ‘unlucky’, ‘grim reality’ or ‘bad fate” when
addressing their age of menopause. Gaye explained her story with these words:
“I went to the doctor when I could not menstruate. Of course, the doctor did not
tell me that this was a menopause at first. He said to me that we’d do
reinforcements with drugs. Unfortunately, | learned this too late, the truth.
Because I realized that the doctors’ guidance was also wrong all along. I was
constantly going to gynecologists, but | realized that | went to the wrong doctor;
I actually should have visited an endocrinologists, even though it was something
that can be treated. | can say I'm a victim of doctors, totally. And I unfortunately

learned it at the age of 43 that | went to the wrong doctors and | was too late in
the treatment. This process is a bad luck for me, of course.” (Gaye Caliml1)?

As it is seen from Gaye’s and other’s accounts, the experience of menopause may
involve in women’s lives unexpectedly due to several reasons and; thus, may
influence women negatively. Additionally, it is seen that unpreparedness for this
transition may increase the fear and anxiety about menopause in some women,
especially who are awaiting it in later years of their lives. On the other hand, women,
whose menopausal transition unexpectedly begun, might not have experienced much
fear, in case they experienced this in later years of their lives. Even, it may result in
relief, which means that menopause and fear are not necessarily related in all cases;

but in some of them.

It is also highly interesting to note that, during the interviews most of women | spoke
declared proudly that they never delay their routine gynecological controls; because
they are well-educated and ‘bilingli’ (consciousness). Here, Terzioglu’s (1998) and
Erol’s (2009) accounts about the construction of ‘modern women’ in accordance with
Turkish revolutionary ideals again become prominent. Since the participants of my
reseach fit the criteria of ‘modern women’, the concept of ‘biling” appeared many
times during my fieldwork as well. I also had a chance to observe that some of these

women deliberately and eagerly tried to separate themselves from ‘bilingsiz’ women

22 «fste adet goremeyince doktora gittim. Doktor tabii ki ilk etapta bana bunun bir menopoz oldugunu
sOylemedi. Bana dedi ki iste ilaglarla takviye yapariz size dedi. Ne yazik ki ben bunu ¢ok ge¢ 6grendim
gercegi. Cilinkii doktorlarin da yonlendirmesinin ¢ok yanlis oldugunu fark ettim. Ben siirekli kadin
dogumcularla hasir nesir olurken megerse yanlis doktora gittigimi; beni aslinda endokrinologlarin,
tedavi edilebilir bir sey olmasina ragmen, onlarin gérmesi gerekiyormus. Tamamen doktor kurbaniyim
diyebilirim. Ve ben bunu ne yazik ki 43 yasimda 6grendim. Yanlis doktorlara gittigimi ve tedavide ¢ok
gec kaldigimi. Benim i¢in sanssizlik tabii ki bu siire¢.” (Gaye Calimli)
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during our talks. This phenomenon also verifies Sancar’s (2004) statement that
traditional women are constructed as ‘other’ of the modern women, who are ignorant

and dependent.

Although, these women care for their body and personal health as recommended by
medical experts as ‘bilingli’ women, it is noticed that it did not sufficed for preparing
them for menopausal change. Supporting this argument, many women quoted above
claimed that they completely misinterpreted physiological changes happening in their
bodies and did not relate those with menopause until their doctors told them. These
aspects indicate that the relationship between women and doctors is problematic in
terms of preparing women for menopause and doctors seem to fail providing women
the appropriate knowledge to interpret the physiological signals happening in their
bodies correctly, even in the case of women who are ‘bilingli’, self-confident, well-
educated etc. Correspondingly, Sinem Cigek, who is a public official in Turkish State
Mint, complained about her doctor’s attitude, when she found out in his office that

her menopausal transition has begun in the age of 39:

“My sister was 34-35 years old when she went through, so | mean, | had
knowledge more or less, earlier on. My mother’s menopause was late, there were
such troubles in my sister. | could not think that |1 would go through so early, |
was thinking that mine would resemble to my mother. Anyway, | went to the
doctor when the irregularities started (in menstruation), immediately they
analyzed, etc. The doctor said ‘you went through the menopause’ straight away.
| was never expecting. My sister was also like that, but | always thought that my
irregularity was seasonal or something like that. But when the breaks were drag
on, | said probably, I might be in trouble like that. You know from your mother,
you know from your sister, when you hear a detailed explanation from a friend
you think ‘could it be?” | mean, | visited the doctor by assuming that | have
something like this, I guess. When | went to the doctor, and heard what he said;
I was extremely upset at first. You expect to hear ‘I’m sorry’ or ‘This’1l pass’ or
a more eased, tempered way of telling the truth. No such things happened. When
he saw that | was sad, he then told me to not to get upset.” (Sinem Cigek)?

23 “Benim ablam 34-35 yaslarinda oldu hani o yiizden 6ncesinde bilgim vardi az ¢ok. Annem geg
olmustu, ablamda bdyle sikintilar vardi. Ben hani kendimi $oyle erken olur diye diigsiinemiyordum,
anneme benzerim diye aklimda sey yapiyordum. Neyse, Teklemeler baglayinca doktora gittim, hemen
tahliller vs. yapiliyor. Doktor direkt ‘menopoza girmissin’ dedi. Hi¢ beklemiyordum. Ablamda vardi
ama bendeki diizensizlik i¢in mevsimseldir vs. diye diisliniiyordum hep. Fakat aralar uzayinca dedim
herhalde bende de boyle sikintilar olacak. $imdi anneden biliyorsun, abladan biliyorsun arkadasimdan
da detayl1 bazi seyleri duyunca bu sefer ‘acaba m1?’ hani demek ki bende de herhalde boyle bir sey var
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| assume that these cases regarding with the communication with doctors might be
poorer for women, who experience heteronormative pressure more deeply due to their
class and status positions. Unfortunately, | did not have enough data to support this

argument.

In sum, it is seen that the beginning of menopausal experience gives significant clues
not only about the aspects of fear/anxiety; but also about their relationship with
doctors and the lack of knowledge. In the following section these issues will be

elaborated in accordance knowledge on menopause.

5.2. Sources to Learn About Future Outcomes

Alongside of these extraordinary events triggering menopause, my respondent’s first
feelings about the issue were one of my initial topic that | wanted to investigate in all
interviews. Correspondingly; | also wanted to know more about whether they sought
any sources of information to learn more about what to expect and what these sources
are. The responds were highly diversified; yet | observed two motivation patterns
behind researching about menopause. The first motivation behind a personal research
is highly related with ‘reversing the processes’ started with menopause or; in other
words, respondents seek answers in order to ‘undo’ menopause. The second
motivation is more related with seeking information about what would come next
including physiological and psychological impacts of menopause and how to ease
them. Additionally, among my respondents, women who are most eager about
researching menopause is mostly the ones who did not expect menopause or
experience it younger than the age range for menopause declared in medical terms. In
that sense, it would not inaccurate to assert that anxiety is the first and most important

feeling in the cases that menopause comes earlier than expected or in a surprise. To

diyerek doktora gittim. Doktora gidince ve sdyleyince; boyle ilk etapta ¢ok liziintiiyle karsiladim.
Doktor da direkt boyle sdyleyince, sanki boyle ‘liziilme’, ‘bir sey olmaz’ der veya alistirarak sdyler
diye beklersin ama dyle olmadi. Benim tabi liziildiiglimii goriince biraz sey yapti, ‘liziilmeyin’ filan
dedi.” (Sinem Cigek)
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illustrate, Piraye told her effort to research about menopause form internet as a process

which increased her already existing fear and anxiety about the issue:
“l did the following research first: How can | return it? Because | could not
accept it, | did research to turn it back. I've researched a lot of things. Since |
have been studying phytotherapy before, | thought | would do this with plants.
[...]This research did not cause more worry or anxiety, because | always tried to
find a solution; or | can put it like this, | already had anxiety, it has increased.
The things | would experience scared me very much. In my body, | mean,
acceleration of aging process, to fight against it, | have to nurture myself
accordingly, and | have to buy foods according to menopause. | have to take
better care of myself. After menopause, blood pressure comes out, diabetes

comes out, and cholesterol comes out for women. These are the real things told
by the doctors.” (Piraye Yiiksek)?

Piraye was quite anxious and frustrated to talk about impacts of menopause on her
physiological well-being and she believes that her experience of menopause means a
heavy burden for her in terms of maintaining good health. It is understood from her
accounts that aside from distancing from feminine ethos, menopause also signifies a
clear decay in general health. In my opinion based on the discussion mentioned
earlier, Komesaroff’s (1997) point was highly valid considering the case of Piraye, in
which he argues that hormonal explanations dominating the medical practice leads to
interpret menopause as a ‘deficiency’ and/or ‘decay’; instead of, seeing this transition
as a continuous change of state and enforce positive self-image.

On the other hand, Esra Karadeniz, who experienced menopause at the age of 38,
declared that she sank into depression roughly about two years; mostly because, she
thinks that it has started way earlier than she expected. As a result, she chose
intentionally to avoid researching about menopause in order not to agitate her already
upset emotional state and not to frighten herself.

24 «“1lk 6nce sdyle bir arastirma yaptim: Bunu nasil geri dondiirebilirim. Kabullenemedigim igin geri
dondiirmek igin bir siire¢ aragtirmasi yaptim. Cok seyler arastirdim. Daha once kendim de fitoterapi
egitimi aldigim igin, bitkilerle bunu basaracagimi diisiindiim. .[...] Bu arastirmam Daha biiyiik endise
veya kaygi1 yaratmadi, ¢linkil iste hep ¢6ziim aramaya ¢alistim zaten; ya da sdyle sdyleyeyim, kaygim
vardr arttirdi gibi sdyleyebilirim. Yasayacaklarim beni ¢ok korkuttu. Viicudumda iste yaslanma
slirecinin hizlanmas1 bununla savagmak, ona gore beslenmem gerekiyor, menopoza gore gidalar almam
gerekiyor. Kendime daha iyi bakmam gerekiyor. Iste menopozdan sonra, tansiyon ¢ikiyor, seker
cikiyor, kolesterol ¢ikiyor kadinlarda. Hani bunlar doktorlar tarafindan séylenmis gergek seyler.”
(Piraye Yiiksek)
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| interviewed two women whose menopause has started before the age of 35. One of
these women Filiz Moyar who experienced menopause at the age of 33, stressed that
her anxiety directed herself to know more about menopause and learn what might she
undergo, which is different than the effort of undoing the process and rather focuses
on being prepared for it. Although, her research slightly increased her anxiety about
menopause, she added that it was necessary to take precautions to protect her body
against possible deformations, even she started exercising regularly. Gaye Caliml
was my second interviewee, who was born with a rare medical condition and for this
reason she had fewer eggs reserved in her ovaries from birth. As a result, she
experienced menopause at the age of 23. Yet, Gaye’s personal research was not
extensive according to her accounts. Instead she declared that, she read newspaper
articles only when she came across to them. More importantly, about her personal
research, Gaye emphasized that she benefitted from listening the experiences of other
women. Listening other women and sharing experience with each other is considered
as very crucial and will be discussed in the following chapters.

As illustrated in the examples presented here, earlier experience of menopause than
expected is likely to trigger feelings of anxiety, fear and depression. Furthermore, the
narratives of women indicate that personal investigation about menopause mostly
includes either overturning the process or learning about its future impacts, that is to
say, mostly physiological aspects of menopause are in the focus of personal
investigation. The women, who start experiencing menopause in expected years, also
stated that they seek information from outside sources. Among these women one of
my respondents, Suna complained about severe hot flushes and declared that she
researched from internet in order to find home remedies to relieve from hot flushes
because she is familiar to this complaint also from her mother and had a chance to
observe her. As emphasized by Suna, some of my other respondents also mentioned
that they had an opportunity to observe elder relatives like mothers, aunts, sisters and
talk to them. Especially women who have elder sisters like Nazan Bahadir and Cansel
Keskin explained that they talked to their sisters about their experience of menopause

before, which made them familiar about menopausal transition.
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As a medium of research, majority of women prefer internet as a preliminary source
due to the fact that it is both convenient and anonymous, except from women who
deliberately avoided investigating about menopause. As mentioned in the case of Esra
Karadeniz, she did not research about menopause in order not to upset herself. Others
mostly did not evaluate internet as a reliable source of knowledge. Apart from them,
other women such as Melis Kizil and Giizin Celik declared that menopause is a natural
phase of a woman’s life; so no further research is necessary about this process.
Germaine Greer (1991)’s emphasis on the natural state is apparent in these two
experiences. Though, | noticed that women who do not feel the need to learn more
about menopause are also the one who experience minor physiological discomforts
and almost no psychological drawbacks. Therefore, Greer’s appraisal of menopause
as a natural transition, in which no outside interventions are needed, does not the case
for everyone; but | argue that her argument indicates another representation of
reductionism assuming there is only single way of experiencing menopause.

Aside from internet and elder relatives, the knowledge about menopause, which is
acquired by women, comes from their doctors for the most part. The difference of the
information obtained from doctors compared to internet and elder acquaintances bases
itself on trust and reliability. Some of my respondents like Beren Yalvag, Zehra
Simgek, Zuhal Isik and Nehir Erdem especially highlighted that they preferred
consulting to their doctors about their menopausal transition and they did not need
any further research as long as they do not skip their routine controls. In that sense, it
would not be inaccurate to assert that women who establish a trustworthy relationship
with their doctors allow for a constant medical surveillance and due to this trust they
also do not question medical authority. This approach reveals that women like Beren,
Zehra, Nehir and Zuhal may tend to overlook women’s own accounts and not to feel
the necessity to observe the real experiences of women nearby. In my opinion the key
issue here is the notion of trust, because as discussed in previous sections, the ‘modern
women’ and the ‘modern medicine’ have co-constituted each other as a foundational
principle of Turkish revolution based on a modernist ideal. Moreover, the discussion

related with the women’s informed decision making should be recalled here stressed
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by Murtagh and Hepworth (2005), which was criticized before by being a liberal
analysis due to the fact that doctors and medical institutions tend to dominate the
‘information” about menopause and hold the power which enables them to manipulate
people on the discourse of risk and fear. As a result, it would not be inaccurate to
assert that the informed-choice or in this case the issues of trust and reliability carry
disguised elements of medical hegemony. In parallel, my case selection include
women from higher socioeconomic backgrounds, belonging to upper-middle class.
They are currently working and independent women in economic and social sense
just as described as the role of women in Turkish modernization project. | believe,
trusting the medical authority almost unconditionally and marking women’s own
accounts as insignificant are assumed to be related with participants’ class position.
To illustrate, Zuhal stressed that she only relies information coming from experts by
implying medical experts:

“l usually prefer to learn by asking a doctor all the time when | want to learn
something. Or watching something, from the specialists. Perhaps it may be, in
order to be more widespread, the talks of expert doctors with more scientific
content, such as videos on this topic on YouTube or TedX talks may be more
enlightening.” (Zuhal Isik)?®

Similarly, Hande Kirmiz1 and Deniz Ozgiir underlined that today’s women like her —
modern women-, who is educated and independent, do not have to rely on knowledge
coming from elder women as it was in earlier times:

“We already know and read. There is no getting information from some
particular place, like old times. You read from everywhere. You open it from
internet and read about menopause. So, there is no need for information from the
friend or mother like it was in the previous generation. Now we look at the
internet for more detailed information when we go through menopause, when
we enter the age of menopause.” (Hande Kirmiz1)%®

25 “Ben genelde bir seyi 6grenmek icin hep doktora sorarak dgrenmeyi daha ¢ok tercih ediyorum. Ya
da bir seyler izleyerek, konunun uzmanindan. Belki sey olabilir, daha fazla yayginlagmasi (igin)
Youtube’da bu konuyla ilgili videolar, ya da TedX konusmalar1 gibi daha bilimsel igerikli uzman
doktorlarin konusmalar1 belki daha aydinlatici olur.” (Zuhal Isik)

26 «“Zaten okuyoruz biliyoruz. Eskisi gibi bir yerden bilgi almak ve sey yok. Her yerde okuyorsun.
Internetten agip menopoz ile ilgili bilgileri okuyorsun. Yani o yiizden de bir dnceki nesil gibi
arkadasindan annenden filan bir bilgi yok. Bdyle daha sey bilgileri, detayli bilgileri hani kendimiz bunu
seye girince menopoz yasina girince artik biz internetten bakiyoruz.” (Hande Kirmizi)
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“So now, educated women like us can already access the information very
comfortably. This is not a big problem as we regularly receive health care, but
for others, Ministry of Family may be working on it, for example.” (Deniz
Ozgiir)?

Deniz Ozgiir’s accounts above reflects her comment when I asked her if women
should be properly informed about menopause beforehand. | asked this question to all
my respondents; because, | assumed that differing from other reproductive embodied
processes such as pregnancy, menstruation etc. menopause is rather a solo experience,
in which women deal with it alone. Suna confirmed my argument by claiming that
women should be informed beforehand, especially in the Turkish context, where
women have to cope with this process all by themselves. Esra Karadeniz emphasized
this need by advocating that women can make their reproductive plans properly if
they are formerly informed about it:

“I think it must be done, absolutely. It could be at least about themselves, when

they will go through menopause or the decisions they will take at that moment,

at least they can take their precautions. It makes more sense if conscious people
and a conscious society grow up.” (Esra Karadeniz)?®

Nehir Erdem, who is an engineer working in a software company as one of top
managers, stressed that this issue of informing women beforehand may help to

normalize this process and; thus, alleviate negative feelings attached to it:

“I think, women should be informed beforehand. At least, it would not be a
depressive thing anymore. It would be much better if they know that it is a
natural life process, like puberty.” (Nehir Erdem)?®

To conclude, almost all women | spoke, talked about the empowering aspects of
knowledge especially acquired before the experience of menopause; although their

emphases were different from each other. Whereas, Deniz and Suna mentioned about

27 “Yani simdi bizim gibi egitimli kadinlar zaten bilgiye ¢ok rahat ulasabiliyor. Saglik hizmetini de biz
diizenli aldigimiz i¢in bu ¢ok sorun olmuyor ama iste diger kesimler i¢in Aile Bakanligi’nin buna
yonelik galigmalari olabilir mesela.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

28 “Kesinlikle yapilmas1 gerektigini diisiiniiyorum. Insanlar en azindan kedileriyle ilgili, ne zaman
menopoza girecegini veya o anda verecegi kararlar olabilir, onlarin 6nlemini alabilir en azindan.
Bilingli kisiler ve bilingli bir toplum yetisse daha mantikli.” (Esra Karadeniz)

29 “Bence bilgilendirilmeli. Bilgilendirilirse en azindan depresif bir sey olmaktan ¢ikar bu. Ergenlik
gibi, hayatin dogal bir siireci oldugunu anlarlarsa ¢cok daha iyi olur.” (Nehir Erdem)

121



‘bilinglendirmek’ (making them to achieve consciousness) lower class women about
their body; Esra stressed about the necessity of women to get in control of their
reproductive capacities in order to empower themselves in terms of menopause.
Nehir; on the other hand, perceives information as an important tool fighting against
social stigma related with menopause resulting in emotional distress. Nonetheless, it
can be said that they both agreed upon the lack of sufficient open sources to learn
about menopause beforehand and considered providing these sources as empowering

for women.

About this issue Fulden had a different; yet, significant framework. She argued,
instead of increasing sources about the experience of menopause, which would
include mostly medical and/or formal knowledge, she argued that conversing with
peer groups and sharing experience with friends provide enough information about
what a woman should know about the experience of menopause especially among
upper middle class women.

“At my 52, I still meet with my friends from my ages of 13-15. So, they all are

at a certain level of education and culture. We do not have things like that we

would be like this or that if we had been informed before. We all have

environments to inform each other in a way. A friend of mine, for example, went

through menopause at the age of 28 and there were what she told us. | have never

been in a trouble like this, but as | said, | am among a friend group from a certain

level of culture, but | think that, on TV, all doctors are on every channel, 24/7. |

mean, menopause is a thing that can be made the topic at least two or three days

a week, especially for women who are more ignorant in these matters.” (Fulden
Karaca)*

She suggested that TV broadcasts should make programs in order to provide
information about the experience of menopause by addressing middle and lower class
women, who are ‘illiterate’ and perhaps assumed to be more dependent. From her

accounts it is understood as well, she distances her class position from them implying

30 «13-15 yagindaki arkadaslarimla 52 yasinda hala gériisiiyorum. Dolayisiyla hepsi belli bir egitim ve
kiiltiir diizeyinde. Hig boyle 6nceden bilgilendirilseydik soyleydik boyleydik gibi seylerimiz o yiizden
yok. Hepimiz birbirimizi bir sekilde bilgilendirecek ortamlarimiz olustu. Bir arkadasimiz mesela 28
yasinda menopoza girmis onun bize anlattiklar1 vardi. Hi¢ 6yle benim bir sikintim olmad: ama dedigim
gibi ben belli bir kiiltiir yapis1 daha yiiksek olan arkadaglar arasindayim ama sunu da diisiiniiyorum,
bence televizyonda 7/24 biitiin doktorlar her kanalda. Hani menopoz bugiin olmasa haftada iki giin ii¢
giin konu yapilabilecek bir sey 6zellikle bu konularda daha cahil olan kadinlar igin.” (Fulden Karaca)
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that she is a modern woman capable of discussing issues like menopause among her
friends. Additionally, I consider Fulden’s remark about this issue highly important;
because it seems that she values the option that women share their embodied
experiences with each other as a source of knowledge. In later chapters, these kinds
of sharing will be discussed in detail and will be compared with dialogue with doctors.

To conclude, the discourse related with menopause is a complex topic including many
dimensions intersecting with power relations, which may contribute to the social
devaluation of middle aged women. Especially matters of trust and reliability either
to doctors or to women’s accounts show itself as important designating the terms
related with medicalization. What is more, in Turkish context the propensity to trust
or rely only on medical experts regarding women’s embodied experiences tend to be
clinched with the idea of ‘modern woman’ or ‘bilingli woman’ represented by upper-
middle class women, who work in high status jobs and independent both in social and
economic sense. Nevertheless, it would also be inaccurate to claim that remarks of all
women are consolidated around medical experts when trust and reliability come to
the forefront. | had several respondents like Fulden, who appreciated the sharing
among women’s groups or emphasized that both of these knowledge sources (medical
experts vs. sharing among women’s groups) have a distinct kind of validity. However,
it cannot be denied that, there is a huge tendency to perceive the experience of
menopause as a medical issue based on these beginning insights. Although, a lot of
women embraced this experience as natural and objected to the medical perception
constructing menopause as a disease, | observed a huge tendency to frame the
experience of menopause in medical terms despite the fact that it is not structured
solely in a discourse of disease as in earlier times. Some of the women | spoke with
were interpreting their experience of menopause within this conflict; because the
power held by medicine is growing each day in these days, where body and health are
matters of self-expression and where the cost of aging is higher than ever before. This
phenomenon addresses to the Roger’s (1997) categorization of the ways in which
abjection is ritualized. To remind her argument, it should be noted that aside from
repression and sublimation, ‘ritualization’ is a powerful strategy in order to deal with

123



the abject. She argues that the experience of menopause is exposed to pollution ritual

with medicalization which alters its social meanings.

5.3. Reinterpreting Other Embodied Experiences With the Experience of
Menopause
As known, women are going through many embodied processes related with their
reproductive capacities. In feminist studies there are many researches attaching
importance to these processes like menstruation, giving birth, breast feeding,
puerperality etc. Menopause can be considered as the last one among these
reproductive processes; but also the most underestimated one also by feminist studies.
In other words, as mentioned several times there are very limited resources especially
in the Turkish context about the experience of menopause with a feminist perspective.
Therefore, in the field 1 asked my respondents to compare and contrast their
experience of menopause with other embodied reproductive processes they
experienced in order to both enlarge my vision about the concept and discover its
further intersections. As a result, my remarks about the issue indicate that the
experience of menopause is highly intricate with the issues of aging and health. Even
this inextricable structure results in the experience of menopause to be perceived as
an indicator or ‘signal’ of aging and death. Accordingly, Piraye Yiiksek identified
menopause as “end of the road, or the beginning of the end.” Similar remarks were
made by Sinem Cicek implying menopause as “beginning of the ‘countdown’ for
human’s life.” In these cases, aging is mentioned as a highly unfavorable period of
human’s life. Thus, embodied processes reminding to individuals that aging has
started, may be depressing for some, like Hale Toprak implied:

“Aging psychology can happen. Psychology of getting close to death can

happen. | mean, it could be the psychological subconscious pressures to be
perceived like ‘they are aged if they are in menopause’.” (Hale Toprak)3!

31 “Yaglandim psikolojisi olabiliyor. Oliime yaklastim psikolojisi olabiliyor. Belki de ondandir. Hani
bu, menopoza girdiyse yaslanmistir gibi psikolojik bilingalt1 baskilar da olabilir.” (Hale Toprak)
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Similarly, Nazan Bahadir described this as an ‘aging syndrome’ marked with the

beginning of menopause, which may cause psychological unease.

“You feel you are getting old, clearly. | mean, like a hesitation as follows: |
guess, it is something like elderliness, psychologically. It's an old age syndrome.
I do not think it's about fertility, I think it's about old age syndrome. So,
menopause means that you have reached a certain age.” (Nazan Bahadir)*

Both Hale and Nazan explained the relationship with aging and menopause as
psychologically challenging and hard to adapt. Additionally, the fear of aging
influences how the experience of menopause is met. In that sense, almost half of my
participants reacted against aging unhesitatingly as a troubled issue and as a fearful
period to await. In other words, menopause on its own cannot be considered as abject;
but together with the process of aging accompanied to it, the fear and distress
increased. In order to support this argument many respondents emphasized that
menopause would not have had a negative impact on them, if it does not accelerate

aging processes. About this issue Deniz noted:
“| started using the hypermetropic glasses. For example, this had a more
frustrating effect on me. I'm getting old, so I should use them now, like I'm old,
you know. I think it was more effective compared to menopause. Now, it would
be a lie if | say that I'm not afraid of getting old, every human being is afraid.

One of them is the period of menopause, it foreshadows elderliness. It's like your
eyes are weakening, it is like that.” (Deniz Ozgiir)*

Here, it may be discussed also about the abject character of aging as well especially
for today’s world, in conjunction with the experience of menopause in further studies.
When | realized that menopause and aging are often related with each other by my
respondents in a negative way, | requested them to specify what their fears are
regarding aging. Not surprisingly, almost all of my respondents talked about fear of

32 «Yaslandigin1 hissediyorsun net bir sekilde. Yani ¢ekince olarak da soyle: Bir yaslilik seyi oluyor
herhalde psikolojik olarak. Yaglilik sendromu oluyor. Dogurganlikla ilgilisi yok bence, yaslhilik
sendromu ile ilgili galiba. Yani artik yas kemale erdi, demek menopoz.” (Nazan Bahadir)

3 “Yakin gozliigii kullanmaya bagladim. Mesela bu bende daha sinir bozucu bir etki birakt.
Yaglaniyorum artik yakin kullanmaya basladim, iste yaglandim filan gibi. Sanki bununki daha ¢ok oldu
bana etkisi menopozdan ziyade. Simdi yaslanmaktan korkmuyorum desem yalan olur. Her insan
korkar. Onlarin bir tanesi de bu iste menopoz donemi, yasliligin habercisi. Nasil gozlerin zayifliyorsa
bu da dyle bir sey.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

125



losing their health and becoming incapable of doing things that they can do now
effortlessly due to the responsibilities they carry for work and family. Their
statements may also be related with Sybylla’s (1997) argument that the ideal qualities
of body appreciated socially, hold the connotations which remain within the limits of
active and youthful body. In that sense, by being inactive they may be disdained
especially in their social setting, considering today’s valuation of fit and healthy

bodies as a way of self-realization.

Osteoporosis; thus, seems as a huge treat to them in relation with menopause by a lot
of women whom | talked with. Moreover, the discourse about cancer and the increase

of cancer cases enhanced their fear towards aging.

“First of all, I evaluate in terms of health, | am afraid of cancer. This is followed
by osteoporosis; it is important especially in the name of quality aging. Teeth,
bones are our biggest capital, because they are something that will not come
again. It's bad that menopause brings those together.” (Piraye Yiiksek)*

It would not inaccurate to argue that the women 1 interviewed represent a limited
group of people in Turkey who have access for the finest health care services and
first-rate nourishment opportunities both from economic and geographical sense. Yet,
the ‘horror’ towards losing health is highly visible. Some attached this horror to the
increased cancer cases and some pointed out their working conditions in enclosed
plaza buildings as a reason which might increase the possibility of ill-health.
Whatever the reason is, in some women the medical concern is very high, which leads
questioning the medical gaze; because it seems that it does not function to relieve

individuals from health-related worries; in contrast it may increase anxiety.

Aside from loss of health with aging, almost half of my respondents mentioned the
experience of menopause as loss of femininity, ‘failing to carry out feminine
capacities’. These responses came to light when | asked them to compare their other

embodied reproductive experiences with menopause. Losing femininity is discussed

3% “Oncelikle saglik agisindan bakiyorum, kanser vakalarmdan korkuyorum. Bunun akabinde de iste
osteoporoz kemik erimesi 6nemli &zellikle kaliteli yaslanmak adina. Disler, kemikler en biiyiik
sermayemiz yerine gelmeyecek bir sey oldugu i¢in. Bu gibi seyleri beraberinde getiriyor olmasi kotii
menopozun.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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in a theoretical setting in earlier chapters such as by Lupton (1990) and in discussing
standpoint feminism, where the criticism was held against the relationship with
femininity and reproductive functionality. However, this very issue will be elaborated
in detail in the next chapter, where construction of feminine ethos and its impacts on
the experience of menopause are conferred based on women’s accounts that I acquired

from my fieldwork.

For example Nazan Bahadir and Zuhal Isik compared their experience of menopause
with their pregnancy and birth admitting that they both had serious embodied
discomforts in those reproductive experiences; but they also think that it was worth
those; because, they believe that they are rewarded with their babies afterwards.
About this issue Zuhal mentioned about menopause as an embodied event, which does
not have a ‘happy ending’ unlike others. Similarly, Nazan emphasized the bond

between the mother and her baby as a ‘reward’:
“Honestly, pregnancy or birth has a little more sharing, of course. You're sharing
with the baby. There is an exchange of love there. Menopause does not have it.
Because of that, | think it is very different, of course. It's so different that when
you give birth - after all, you have your baby in your hands - you carry 9 months,

you suffer so much, at the end, you are rewarded with a something beautiful.”
(Nazan Bahadir)®

About this comparison with other embodied reproductive processes, the experience
of menopause is contrasted with the first experiences of menstruation by three of my
respondents. The reason for that lies in Brook’s argument (1999) that the experience
of menopause should be handled in its relationalities with menstruation; because
menstruation is also highly related with the processes of abjection as well. Here, the
emphasis on self-confidence and maturity becomes prominent. As Hande Kirmizi
claimed, her experience of menopause is easier to deal with compared to her

menstruation; because, now she feels herself more prepared for it:

% “Valla hamilelikte dogumda filan biraz daha bir paylasim var tabii. Bebekle bir paylagim
yapiyorsunuz. Bir aligveris, bir sevgi aligverisi var orada. Menopozda o yok. Onun i¢in bence tabii ki
¢ok cok farkli. O kadar farkl ki, dogurmakla —sonugta bebegini eline aliyorsun- Hani o kadar 9 ay
tagtyorsun, sikintilar ¢ekiyorsun sonugta giizel bir seyle o ddiillendiriyor seni.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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“My most difficult period is when | first menstruated, because it is a period that
I lived in a smaller environment, and without any knowledge, that my mother is
not talking to me in this matter, never talking and never giving any information.
But I learned from my friends and you are 13-14 years old, you know. You need
physical things, for example you need a sanitary pad. That period of mine was
more difficult.” (Hande Kirmiz1)%®

Similarly, Nehir Erdem argued that menstruation is a much more important phase in
a women’s life due to its influence on later life. Since, menopause is the issue of
women, who reached a certain age and level of maturity, its impact on individuals in
terms of self-confidence and character development are regarded as less. Whereas, as
agreed by Nehir that women are immature at these ages and; thus, the subjective and
social influence of menstruation may be much more visible on individuals, she also
concluded that; although, menopause has fewer and less severe impacts in a woman’s
life based on her account, she still described the experience of menopause as ‘tragic’
since it reminds aging.

“I think they are more effective things: | mean the first menstruation of a young

girl, for example, | think the effect of it is much greater for the life of a person.

But there is something, for example, that all of them have troublesome sides; but

for example one shows you are growing up, on the other, you bring a child to

the world. It's (menopause) a bit touching. A tragic story. It tells you that you
get old. Something that shows you're old.” (Nehir Erdem)®’

Likewise in the case of health, the relationship of menopause with other reproductive
processes were also described as a road that does not have turning back from, which
is also portrayed under the umbrella of ‘aging’. To express in other words, what is
meant by ‘aging’ may include both loss of good health and loss of femininity. What is
more, these messages behind ‘aging’ tend to come with the aspect of fear and
emotional distress not only in subjective but also in social terms. It is highly important
to note here that these anxieties are not visible in every women that | talked, and even

36 “Benim en zorlu dénemim ilk regl oldugu zamanki donem ¢iinkii daha kiiciik bir gevrede ve bilgisiz
bir sekilde eve annemin bu konuda benimle konusmadigi, hi¢ konusmadig1 ve bilgi vermedigi bir
donem. Ancak arkadaslarimdan 6grendim ve de hani 13-14 yasindasin. Fiziksel seylere ihtiyacin var
mesela bir orkide ihtiyacin var. O donemim benim daha ¢ok zorlu ge¢mistir.” (Hande Kirmizi)

37 “Onlar bence daha etkili seyler yani bir kadini, bir geng kizin mesela ilk regl olmasi, bence bunun
etkisi ¢ok daha biiyiik kisinin yagamina. Ama mesela sey var igte hepsinin gicik sikintili taraflari var;
ama mesela biri biiylidiigiiniizli gésteriyor, dbiiriinde diinyaya ¢ocuk getiriyorsun. Bu evet biraz acikli.
Mutsuz bir hikdye. Yaslandin diyor sana. Yaglandigini gosteren bir sey.” (Nehir Erdem)
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in women who expressed that they experience some sort of fear and/or anxiety it
appears in a distinct way for each woman. For example, for some women these aspects
of menopause related with aging did not revive feelings of fear and anxiety at all. In
contrast, both kinds of anxiety may appear simultaneously as | came across from the

accounts of some women during fieldwork.

On the other hand, fear of ‘losing good-health’ and fear of ‘losing femininity’ may
also stand conflictual to each other resulting in one dominates the other. To illustrate,
whereas Deniz Ozgiir, quoted above, implied that her utilization of reading glasses
reminded her aging and influenced her negatively more than her experience of
menopause; Esra Karadeniz emphasized that the finitude of her reproductive
capacities was the worst for her compared to other physiological effects of aging in
terms of general health. Even she emphasized that she did not worry herself about the
possibility osteoporosis, which is mostly assumed as the worst case scenario related
with the fear of menopause especially in the cases where menopause comes earlier
than expected:

“For me, the important thing here is the end of my fertility, the feeling that I will

never have a child again. It was the important point for me. The fact that

osteoporosis is connected to the menopause does not really affect much. |
consider it as something normal.” (Esra Karadeniz)®

In sum, the beginning insights of women about the experience of menopause lay
emphasis on the fact that menopause is not only a physiological issue but related with
many other dynamics like aging in general, even may result in feminine identity to be
questioned. In the light of these insights, next chapter is engaged with the social
aspects of menopausal experience focusing on social stigmatization, construction of

feminine ethos and personal health as a matter of self-expression.

38 “Benim i¢in burada 6nemli olan dogurganhgmin bitmesi, bir daha gocuk doguramayacagim
duygusu. Benim igin 6nemli olan nokta oydu. Kemik erimesinin menopoza bagli olmasinin aslinda gok
bir etkisi yok. Onu normal bir sey gibi goriityorum.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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CHAPTER 6

EMBODYING MENOPAUSE

This chapter aims to discuss embodiment of menopause in relation with themes of
social stigmatization, construction of feminine ethos and the effort for obtaining an
ever-healthy and young body as a matter of self-realization within contemporary
social setting. It is important to note that physiological changes occurring in a
woman’s body due to menopausal transition will not be focused on its own in a
biological sense; but they will be embraced together with all these social relations
mentioned above and subjective decisions accordingly. In this regard, women’s
involvement in social settings like work, marriage and family are especially focused
in order to reveal in which way the experience of menopause transforms social
relations in those realms. Accordingly, it is observed that women’s class position,
professional status, and marital status or whether they have children or not play crucial
roles shaping in which way menopausal embodiment influences women'’s subjectivity
and in which way the experience of menopause and aging may have an impact on
women’s already existing social position. Moreover, the experience of ‘early’
menopause once again shows itself as a crucial dynamic shaping women’s social lives

and decisions, which will be investigated in detail.

As aresult, it is realized once more that embodiment of menopause cannot be reduced
to its physiological ‘symptoms’; rather, reformulates and reshapes certain social
relationships together with physiological changes, which appears distinctively in each
women and; thus, cannot be generalized as if all women experience the same in
menopause. Nevertheless, similar patterns of behaviors and judgements are also
visible based on women’s accounts, which they shared with me during our
conversations. For example, | realized that aside from its physiological discomforts,
the experience of menopause may have great impact not on all but on some women

in terms of feeling themselves as invaluable and useless. In the same way, | also spoke
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to women who felt themselves more valuable and useful after midlife. Especially
about this new subjective state, relocated in terms of value and usefulness, it is
recognized that social interactions are highly decisive. Furthermore, it should be also
stressed that these social aspects of menopausal experience is powerful enough to
shape women’s interaction with physicians and their decisions about whether they
decide utilizing HRT or not. In other words, even in terms of medicine, the experience

of menopause cannot be solely a matter of human biology.

During my conversations with women, they not only emphasized their experience of
menopause in general; but sometimes they mentioned their experiences as a middle-
aged women intersecting with other issues mentioned above. In that sense, it is
understood that the meaning of middle age may differ between men and women and
in some cases this difference shows itself favoring men instead of women based on

some of my respondent’s accounts.

To conclude, investigating how menopause is embodied is not only in order to
illuminate the other dimensions of abject the character of menopause, -or whether this
experience represents abject for all; but also carries important insights to reveal how
the category of woman is constructed and how women’s oppression may differentiate
itself in middle age, which have not been considered as an important topic in feminist
studies. Also, it is tried to discover in which ways feminist theory can and should
engage itself with the experiences of middle aged women which are often neglected

as a source for women’s struggle.

6.1. Discussing Physiological Challenges of Menopausal Embodiment in the
Context of Social Life, Self Image and Social Stigmatization

To begin with this section, it would be useful to look over what kind of physiological
challenges women may face during their menopausal transition. In chapter 3 existing
literature about the experience of menopause has been reviewed and several
physiological inconveniences have been mentioned, in which hot flush was the most
known and common one followed by the risk of osteoporosis. In parallel, women that

| talked to, admitted that before the interviews they thought our talks would focus on
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these physical impacts. Therefore, they started the conversation whether they
experience these physiological discomforts or in which way they are appearing. This
phenomenon actually shows parallelisms with Lock’s study (1995), because it also
demonstrates how medical discourse on menopause manipulates the perception of

women’s own experiences.

To begin with, I should express that more than half of my respondents relayed their
physiological experiences related with menopause not as severe as | thought it would
be. In fact, almost all of them said that they experienced mild discomforts; although,
for some of them physiological indications of menopause such as hot flushes and
vaginal dryness may be challenging from time to time. Even so, none of my
respondents mentioned these challenges in a way that they represent an obstacle
towards leading their lives as they want. Although, physiological challenges directly
related with menopause were not strongly referred, almost all women somehow
complained about ‘gaining weight’ almost as their major concern related with the
aging and menopause, or declared their concern about being more prone to weight
gain.
“The scariest part for me is whether 1 would gain weight during menopause. |

did not care about anything else that much; not that much happened anyway.”
(Fulden Karaca)®

“l am having difficulty losing weight compared to the past. My issue is with that.
Because I really don’t like excess weight.” (Gaye Calimli)*

“l assume gaining weight is a part of this. | gained weight. But | did not feel
much else. However this is not related to menopause; but more about age. |
gained weight but... I have become less confident. But later I lost weight. The
more | lost, the more beautiful I have found myself. It seemed like my clothes
were fitting better. | now started to gain weight again and I am feeling ‘down’
again. You can’t lose weight easily like in the past; so it is more demoralizing.”
(Hande Kirmizi)*

39 “Beni en ¢ok tedirgin eden tarafi menopozda kilo alir miyim kismiydi. Diger seylerine o kadar
takilmadim ki olmadi zaten fazla bir sey.” (Fulden Karaca)

40 “Eskiye gore ben de kilo aldigim zaman ¢ok zor verebiliyorum. Benim de o anlamda bir sikintim
var. Ciinkii ben hani kilodan hoglanmiyorum hi¢.” (Gaye Calimli)

41 “Kilo alma herhalde bunun bir pargasidir diye diisiinityorum. Kilo aldim. Ama onun disinda pek bir
sey hissetmedim. Bu ama menopozla alakali degil; yas ile alakali aslinda. Kilo aldim daha boyle sey
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Especially from the accounts of Hande, it is obvious that change in body weight is
directly related with the sense of beauty and self-image and, thus more important than
other physical signs of menopause. Cansel Keskin also talked about the negative
effects of gaining weight and added the other physical signs of menopause as a reason
for emotional distress and even depression.

“I started to gain weight; I can’t lose weight, the body is storing water. In the

meantime, however, you are concerned that ‘no matter what I do I will never be

able to lose weight’. You see cellulites, drying skin, and you know all of this is

related to estrogen. For starters, your skin loses humidity - it starts to dry up and

then your body starts forming these...lumps; the bones are getting bigger. Once

you see that, you think even if you lost weight, you will still not have the

aesthetic look you strive for - and that is very depressing; for a short time but

still. In the end, you have a body that you all your own and that is changing, it is
not easy.” (Cansel Keskin)*?

Before closing the discussion about the physiological changes and its impacts on self,
women’s relations with these changes are worth speaking of. Suna, who is a confident
and active woman, declared that she suffers from hot flushes the most, which
sometimes makes her unable to maintain her daily tasks.

“It really bums you out, and in those moments you want to just leave. | mean

you don’t want to work, it is really taxing psychologically. | mean, it is very
tough to get through. It affects you emotionally.” (Suna Elibol)*

It is apparent that Suna’s relates her complaints to her concerns about work life. From

her accounts, it may be inferred that working is an important dimension for women

oldum. Kendime daha giivensiz oldum. Ama daha sonra kilo verdim. Kilo verdik¢e kendimi daha giizel
buldum. Aynaya bakinca kiyafetlerim daha yakisiyor gibi geliyordu. Simdi yine kilo almaya basladim
ve ‘down’ olmaya bagladim yeniden. Artik insan eskisi gibi de hemen veremiyor, daha moral bozucu
o ylizden.” (Hande Kirmizi)

42 “Kilo almalar filan baslads, kilo veremiyorum, viicut su tutuyor. O arada tabi ‘ayy iste ben bundan
sonra ne yaparsam yapayim higbir zaman zayiflayamayacagim.” diye endiseleniyorsun. Seliiliti
goriiyorsun, derinin kurumasini goriiyorsun ve biitiin bunlarin da 6strojen ile baglantili oldugunu
biliyorsun. Bir kere cildinde nem orani diismeye basliyor, kurumaya basliyor sonra viicudunda piitiir
plitiir seyler olusuyor, kemikler gittik¢e irilesiyor falan. Onu goriince biliyorsun ki zayiflasan da bile
istedigin estetik goriintiiye sahip olamayacagini diigiiniiyor olmak baya bir bunalima sokuyor bir siire,
gecici bir siire ama isin gercegi bu. Sonugta benim dediginiz bir bedeniniz var ve o degisiyor, kolay
degil gergekten.” (Cansel Keskin)

4 “Cok sikint1 veren bir sey zaten dyle oldugu zaman cekip gitmek istiyorsunuz. Yani ne ¢alismak

istiyorsunuz, psikolojik olarak gergekten bunaltici. Yani, ¢ok zor bir durum onu atlatmak. Duygusal
olarak etkiliyor tabii ki.” (Suna Elibol)
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about how they confront physiological discomfort and their decisions for seeking
cure. When | asked Suna about that, she affirmed that she is making use of dietary
supplements in order to ease her hot flushes.

“l was talking to a friend, and she gave me something. Something to help with

the hot flushes. It is called ‘isoflavone’ and it is secreting fake estrogen to the

body. More so, the body starts secreting estrogen after taking it. It is herbal, and

good for 6-7 months and it has been 5 months for me. It was so easy for the past

5 months, all my troubles are gone. But hormone treatment etc.? I don’t think [
would do it. Maybe if I was having a really difficult time.” (Suna Elibol)**

Several crucial points can be drawn from Suna’s statements. Firstly, she confessed
that she used this dietary supplement not because her doctor prescribed it, but one of
her friends suggested. This and similar examples show that helping each other by
introducing alternative remedies for their ‘symptoms’. Secondly, she expressed that
she probably would refuse HRT unless her physiological discomforts compelled her.
In that sense, decisions related with utilizing HRT is rather a complex issue as many
feminists discussed. For example, Greer rejects using HRT and approaches it as an
enemy of women. Similarly, Nehir emphasized how physiological discomforts
become compelling in work life. She exemplified her mother, who severely suffered

from menopausal challenges occurred in her body.

“For example, if my mom was working during this time, it could have been much
more difficult. It is not easy to cry at the office; | know my mom had cried a lot
during her menopause.” (Nehir Erdem)*

Filiz Moyar, who experienced menopause at the age of 33, also compared working

women with housewives.

“I have to have meetings and client visits in my line of work. It looks quiet here
right now, but we meet with corporations, visit the clients etc. | might not have

4 “Ben bir arkadasimla yine konusurken, onun kullandig1 bir seyi aldim. Iste bu ates basmalarimi
engelleyecek bir sey. Viicuda sey yapiyor, ‘isoflavone’ diye bir sey, viicuda sahte Ostrojen salgiliyor.
Daha dogrusu onu aldiktan sonra viicut 6strojen salgiliyor. Bitkisel bir sey, 6-7 ay filan idare ediyor ve
gergekten benim 5 ay oldu. 5 aydir o kadar rahatim ki, gergekten o biitiin sikintilarim bitti. Ama hormon
tedavisi filan bilmiyorum, herhalde kullanmam. Yani ¢ok zorlanirsam belki bilemiyorum ama.” (Suna
Elibol)

4 “Mesela annem de bu déneminde benim gibi ¢alistyor olsaydi ¢ok daha zor olabilirdi. Is yerinde
oturup aglamak o kadar kolay degil, ben ¢ok agladigini biliyorum annemin menopoz déneminde.”
(Nehir Erdem)
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the same degree of comfort that | want in every environment. So, | can manage
my hot flushes here but if | am on a client visit and that (hot flush) happens, it
can be very difficult. But there is a solution to this which is this (shows a hand
fan). On top of that | am taking medication, hormone medication. Right now |
feel lighter due to this hormone medication. If | was a house wife, | could just
take a deep breath and move on, but because it is an office and we are with men
all the time, these stuff escalate to be uncomfortable.” (Filiz Moyar)*®

Filiz’s stress is mostly related with hot flushes and its visibility in front of her
customers and male colleagues. From her accounts, it is understood that hot flushing
IS quite different than sweating; but also perceived in relation with the feeling of
shame. Sinem also declared similar concerns, emphasizing that being an active
working woman increased her anxiety about being stigmatized. They elaborated on
that issue within following words:

“I am bothered by something, when people tell me ‘oh you are sweating Filiz’.

Like it is abnormal and nobody else sweats but only | am sweating. | am bothered
by that, to be honest.” (Filiz Moyar)*’

“Maybe this process would be easier if you are at home, but when you are out,
in a vehicle, or talking to someone, or there is something to do for the kids, and
hot flushes came, sweating, can’t focus on the topic at hand - we of course have
difficulties like this. You immediately feel when your face is red. You worry
about what the other person will think and wonder if you are in that state again
when you are sweating.” (Sinem Cigek)*®

4 “Ben meslek geregi toplantilara katiliyorum, miisteri ziyaretleri yapiyorum. Burasi suan sessiz
goriinmekle beraber, biz kurumsal firmalarla goriisiiyoruz, miisterinin ayagimna gideriz, ziyaret ederiz
falan. Her ortamda da istedigim konforu bulamayabilirim. Dolayistyla sicak basmalarinda burada ben
kendimi sey yapabiliyorum ama miisteri ziyaretine gittigim zaman geliyorsa o sey (hot flush) ¢ok kotii
olabiliyorum. Ama bunun i¢in de bir dnlem var o da su. (yelpazesini gosteriyor). Ayiruca ilag altyorum,
hormon ilaci simdi. Su an hafiflemis durumdayim, ilag sayesinde, hormon ilaci sayesinde. Ev hanimi
olsam ‘hiif” yaparim gegerim ama ev hanimi olmadigimiz i¢in, biz hep is ortaminda oldugumuz igin
ve erkeklerle de birarada mesaide oldugumuz i¢in bu konular rahatsiz edici noktaya geliyor.” (Filiz
Moyar)

47 “Bir de seyden rahatsiz oluyorum, ‘aa terlemissin Filiz’ dendigi zaman. Sanki ¢ok anormal bir seymis
hickimse terlemiyor bir tek ben terliyorum gibi oluyor o zaman. Oyle seyden rahatsizlik duyuyorum,
yalan degil.” (Filiz Moyar)

48 “Evde olsan belki bu siiregleri daha iyi atlatirsin ama disarida olsun, bir araca girdiginde olsun ya da
birisiyle konustugunda olsun, ¢gocuklarla ilgili bir durumun oluyor gidiyorsun, o anda tabi hemen yiiziin
goziin kizartyor, ter bastyor, konustugun bir seye odaklanamiyorsun olay1 yasadigin i¢in, bu tarz
sikintilar yasiyoruz tabi. Yiiziinlin kizardigimmi hemen hissediyorsun. Karsindaki insan ne diigiinecek
diyorsun, yine ayni seye mi biiriindiim diye diisliniiyorsun boncuk boncuk terleyince.” (Sinem Cicek)
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From Sinem’s accounts, I concluded that as her feelings towards her hot flush
appearing itself as a shameful experience are related with the aspect of labeling by
others in social environments of women like work. The issue of labelling will be
elaborated further in coming paragraphs; since, except from Filiz, many other women
pointed out their discomforts to be labelled as ‘menopausal’. Another reason lies
behind Filiz’s discomfort about her hot flushes can be related with her age of
menopause, which is out of the generally accepted range. Nevertheless, she also
affirmed that HRT helps her dealing with not only her ‘symptoms’; but also with the
aspects of shame and labelling as well and described herself as more ‘relieved’ with
HRT as a working woman.

The issue of shame is also apparent in Giizin’s experience of menopause, who is one
of my respondents declaring that she severely suffers from hot flushes. She and Hale
also declared that hot flush is highly related with one’s existing emotional state, not

only a hormonal play coming out of the blue.

“When there is any form of trouble around you, when you are bothered by
something, it is almost like a hot water spring, it pours out of everywhere. For
example | could not go to the hairdressers because of the heat of the thing, and
the expected hot flush caused the flow. And it (the hairdresser) is usually a guy,
maybe it would not be such a big deal if it was a woman, but of course having
water flow is uncomfortable.” (Giizin Celik)*

“l also noticed if you are in a tense environment, the hot flush happens more, if
I am calm it is relatively rare. For example in April | had been to Alanya and it
was the beginning of summer. | did not feel such a thing, or the heat of the place
either; it is not about the temperature.” (Hale Toprak)*®

Except from hot flushes occurring dependently on women’s emotional state, physical

challenges can also be a factor influencing one’s emotional state. Deniz Ozgiir, who

49 “Bylundugunuz ortamda en ufak bdyle bir sikint1 olmasi halinde, bir seyden rahatsizlik duymaniz
halinde resmen boyle bir kaynak su, hani nasil kaynak sudan figkirir, hemen her taraftan akiyor. Mesela
kuafore ben ilk baglarda gidemiyordum g¢iinkii oturdugum anda o seyin sicaklig1 da, bir de hani ates
basacak diisiincesi de biraz 6n plana ¢ikinca aninda akiyordu ve hani genelde de erkek oldugu igin
belki bayan da olsa hi¢ fark etmez de su akmis olmasi insan1 ¢ok rahatsiz ediyor tabi.” (Giizin Celik)

%0 “Bir de fark ettim ki gergin ortamdaysam, daha sicak basmasi oluyor, sakin isem pek olmuyor.
Mesela Nisan ayinda Alanya' ya gittim ve orada yaz baglamisti. Hi¢ hissetmedim, oranin sicagini bile
hissetmedim, sicakla ilgili bir sey degil.” (Hale Toprak)
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experienced physiological challenges of menopause rather mildly, complained not
about her sleeping problems creating a physical discomfort but expressed the negative
emotional state caused by her sleep disorder pushing herself to question her life.

“l used to have a good sleep schedule. | started having sleep problems. For

instance you wake up in the middle of the night, at 3 or 3, for no reason, and you

just sit there and think about stuff. Think about this or that, or what happened

etc. I was in such a mood. You think about everything. Some sort of hopelessness

about life. A feeling close to depression - | had that. The sense of not being

satisfied, like ‘ok I have I have lived this long and this is that it?’. But because |

was aware of this, | could talk myself out of this, saying it is just the hormones
doing this.” (Deniz Ozgiir)>

Deniz, by distancing her subjectivity from her body, soothes herself by thinking that
the restlessness she experiences is the result of hormonal activity occurring in her
body. Deniz’s experience reveals the connection between mind and body as discussed
with Merleau-Ponty and Grosz in forming her subjective state. Hers and
aforementioned women’s statements also revealed the embodied aspects of gender
relations legitimizing the reformulation of sex and gender distinction. In order to
emphasize this point Hande’s experiences in her work environment, would also be
useful. She expressed the dimension of ‘relief” for herself as a woman, which comes
in parallel with midlife; because she admits that she is now free from being perceived
in a sexual way by her colleagues and; thus, can behave in a more natural way.

“About being middle aged - not to call it menopause but being older than a

certain age. We are working here. There are few people here our age; everybody

is young. Everybody is like a son / daughter for us. That is why we can do all

sorts of jokes and stuff. When | was younger, | always considered what if | was

misunderstood, but now everybody is young enough to be my child and I have

no concerns about being misunderstood. When | say something, | have no

concerns that it will be understood in a sexual context or not - and it is quite
relaxed.” (Hande Kirmiz1)>?

51 “Benim uykularim gok diizenliydi. Uyku bozuklugu yasamaya basladim. Mesela gecenin bir yarisi
kalkiyorsun 2’de, 3’te sebepsiz, dyle olunca da oturup kuruyorsun kafanda. Onu diisiiniiyorsun, bunu
diisiiniiyorsun, o ne oldu bu ne oldu filan. Oyle bir ruh haline girdim ben. Her seyi diisiiniiyorsun tabii.
Boyle bir umutsuzluk hali yasamdan. Depresyona yakin bir his. Onu yasadim mesela. Bir tatminsizlik
hissi, iste yagadim yagsadim bu muydu gibi. Ama onun da bilincinde oldugum i¢in kendi kendimi hep
telkin ettim hormonlarin sana bu yapiyor diyerek.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

52 “Orta yash olma, menopoz demeyelim yani belirli bir yagin iistiinde olmaktan bahsedersek. Biz

simdi burada ¢alistyoruz. Bizim yagimizda olan insanlar ¢ok az, herkes geng. Herkes bizim ¢olugumuz

¢ocugumuz. Ve bu yiizden de her tiirlii espriyi, her tiirlii seyi yapabiliyoruz. Daha gengken hani yanlis
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Her accounts also make me think about the aspect of desexing in midlife mentioned
while introducing Lupton’s (1990) study about the experience of menopause.
Whereas, desexing is mostly approached in an undesirable way also in Lupton’s study,
the attitude of Hande showed that it may also provide women an opportunity to act
and behave like themselves freely without having the concern that their gender may
influence their social relationships especially in their workplaces. On the contrary, in
the field several women were talked about issue of desexing in a highly negative way
also, which shows parallelisms with Lupton’s study (1990) elaborated in the next
section related with the constructions of feminine ethos. Nevertheless, it may be
concluded that embodiment of menopause and aging in general reflect on social
relationships, in addition to the subjective state, which can be captured from Hande’s

remarks.

About physiological challenges, Fulden noted a controversial point also noted by Erol
(2014) especially in the case of working women, where menopausal complaints are

seen as a “sign of weakness and vanity, in contrast to being too busy with a job or

housework™ (376).

“I think, you know the ones who have the biggest trouble, like sudden sweating
or suddenly feeling flustered, are that way because they cannot unwind enough.
I don’t think those people are doing anything to unwind at all. I think they are

taking the easy route, like a pill and think ‘that is the worst that can happen’.
(Fulden Karaca)®®

“Well it creates boredom, flustering, irritation etc. | always think this is
exaggeration and just excuses made by the women.” (Zehra Simsek)>*

anlagilma ihtimalini her zaman distiniirken, simdi herkes benim ¢ocugum yasinda ve artik hani bu beni
yanlig anlar diye bir kaygi hissetmiyorum. Bir sey sdylerim, cinsel anlamda veya baska anlamlarda
beni yanlis anlar diye bir diistincem yok rahatim yani.” (Hande Kirmizi)

58 “Ben soyle diisiiniiyorum aslinda, ne denir ona, o hani ¢ok sikinti yasayanlar hani birdenbire
terleyenler ya da birdenbire daralan tiplerin aslinda yeteri kadar desarj olamadigi i¢in dyle olduklarini
diisiiniiyorum. Ben onun i¢in o sikintilar1 yagayan insanlarin aslinda kendilerini desarj etmek i¢in hi¢bir
sey yaptiklarini diisiinmiiyorum. En kolay yolu segtiklerini, hani hap alayim, bir kiigiik hap ne zarari
olacak gibi aldiklari diisiiniiyorum.” (Fulden Karaca)

54 “Iste s0yle sikint1 yapryor, ates basmasi yapiyor, sinir yapiyor falan. Ben hep bunlarin kadinlarin
kendi abartilar1 ve bahaneleri oldugunu diisiinliyorum.” (Zehra Simsek)
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Fulden’s and Zehra’s similar remarks, yet focused more on some women’s inability
to keep themselves engaged with daily life by managing to discharge their negative
experiences. Here, my respondents can roughly be categorized into two distinct
groups, which are experiencing menopause with minor and major discomforts. The
reasons behind this difference might be social, physiological or both. Yet, for all
cases, | believe that the denouncing and stigmatizing approach of women towards
other women, who experience menopause with major physiological and subjective
discomforts, is highly problematic and precarious by implicating that they are
exaggerating their discomforts. It strengthens the already existing unjust relations

towards middle aged women.

Due to my opposition against mind/body dualism, one of my major arguments is that
the embodiment of menopause as a result of aging, takes an active role in forming
subjectivity. When | asked about the influence of aging and menopause in particular,
| received variety of responses, most of which are associated with positive
developments in perceiving self. Topics related with ‘maturity’, ‘selfishness’,
‘appreciation of self” became prominent in our talks about aging.

“When you get to your 40s, | believe you are starting to mature slowly and this

change has started for me. | am more easy-going, more compassionate, more

listening, more trying to understand - | mean more empathic. | like how | am

now. You are mature, maybe you have different life goals, and your anger and
everything is gone.” (Tiilin Piir)*®

“l can say | am more mature. More reasonable. | think I am more reasonable
during this process at home. At work too. It is like an acceptance. Knowing
myself more, and more acceptable, and not having objections as much. | mean |
don’t believe aging was such a bad thing for me honestly.” (Deniz Ozgiir)®

55 «40°11 yaslara giriste, yavas yavas olgunluk olduguna inantyorum ve bu degisim baslad1 yani bende.
Daha yumusak oldum, daha merhametli, daha karsimdakini dinler, daha onu anlamaya ¢alisan bir
sekilde, yani empatiyi daha fazla yapmaya basladim. Bu halimden de memnunum. Olgunlasiyorsun,
belki hayattan beklentilerin daha degisiyor, daha hir¢inligin, seyin gidiyor.” (Tiilin Piir)

% “Biraz daha olgunlastiimi sdyleyebilirim. Daha makuliim. Bu siiregte ben daha makul birisi
oldugumu diisiiniiyorum evde, ev yasaminda. Is yasaminda da &yle hatta. Yani daha bir kabullenis
oldu. Kendimi daha fazla tanimak, daha bir kabullenis, ¢ok fazla dyle itirazim yok artik. Yani bana ¢ok
kotii geldigini diisiinmiiyorum agikgasi.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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“It affects your perspective whether you like it or not. Living the moment, or
living in a way that | prefer feels better. You do things that you prefer more.
Maybe when you are young you don’t realize this or because your awareness
improves you become happier. This is also true for your choices, you don’t live
something that you did not choose like when you were young.” (Zuhal Isik)®>’

Their statement did not directly indicate the experience of menopause; instead, they
covered a more general picture of aging, when talking about becoming more mature.
The most crucial point, which can be inferred from their remarks, may be the fact that
they did not evaluate the aging process as evil, or in order to express it in a more
theoretical way, they do not perceive aging as ultimately abject even if they
mentioned also its disadvantages. However, not every woman experienced these
effects. Some of them insisted on that maturity is mostly bound on person’s character
like Glizin Celik:

“I don’t feel mature because my spirit is not like that. Sometimes I tell myself
“you should show your age” but this is related with one’s spirit.” (Giizin Celik)®

Similar with Giizin, Nazan also declared that in her case menopause and aging are
indifferent factors affecting her maturation due to her character. Yet, she also admits
that these processes may have a ‘maturating’ impact for some women.

“I have always been a responsible person. Not many things change in such

people. Menopause period may cause maturation for lively, self-obsessed
people, but I have always been mature.” (Nazan Bahadir)*®

Zehra also refused the idea that menopause or aging contributes her maturation

process, but linked maturation with grief and suffering events happening in one’s life.

57 “Bir kere insamin bakis agisini etkiliyor ister istemez. Anin degerini bilmek, ya da kendi tercih ettigin
sekilde yasamaya devam etmek daha iyi geliyor. Daha tercih ettigin seyleri yasiyorsun. Genglikte insan
daha ¢ok zamanim var diye belki bunlarin farkinda degilsin ya da farkindalik arttig1 i¢in dogal olarak
mutluluk da artiyor. Tercihlerin de ona gore, se¢medigin bir seyi yasamyorsun genglikteki gibi.” (Zuhal
Isik)

%8 “Ben olgun hissetmiyorum ciinkii ben ruhen ben hi¢ dyle olmadigim icin. Hatta zaman zaman
kendime soyle diyorum ya artik hani ‘sen belli bir yasa geldin o yas1 tagi!” Ama bu insanin i¢ diinyasiyla
ilintili bir sey olsa gerek.” (Giizin Celik)

59 “Hep sorumluluk sahibi bir tiptim ben ya. Bdyle insanlarda fazla bir sey degistirmiyor bence. Belki
¢ok ucuk kacik, higbir seyi diisinmeyen kendini diisiinen insanlarda belki bu menopoz dénemi
oturmalarini, olgunlagsmalarini saglayabilir ama bende hep vardi o zaten.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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“I'still don’t think [ am mature. I am a bit childish in general. People grow mature
when they start losing their beloved ones. Thanks to god they are still alive. | am
still like a child despite my age. However | used to let others to oppress me. But
I am not like that anymore. For example back then, we were trailing behind men
pretending that they are our lives. Now I don’t care. Even my current spouse
says, you are doing what you want to me as you didn’t say anything to your old
husband.” (Zehra Simsek)®°

Zehra’s statement is especially important due to her comparison of her attitude
towards men with her younger self. She clearly and self-confidently emphasized that
in her middle ages, she does not let any men to oppress her. Her statement makes clear
that her attitude towards her husband in her second marriage has changed drastically.
She also clarified that she defined her own path and made her judgements accordingly.
However, Zehra’s change of subjective perception and/or her attitude in gender
relations cannot only be related with menopause but it can be evaluated as a result of
accumulation of her life experiences related with men, marriage etc. Additionally, as
she get older, the progress she made in her job and her increased financial status might
be contributed to her decisions and self-confidence as well. In parallel, Fulden, who
has recently divorced made similar remarks:

“They raised us all wrong. I don’t know about the women you have talked to but

my parents were teachers so to say, | was a child of an educated family but they

raised us faulty. “Women should do all the work, should be docile, should do the

cleaning, dishes, cooking and laundry.’ I was like that also. I remained married

for 20 years, these were my duties for 20 years. Yes, | was working as well.

Now, it’s impossible, let alone my husband, I can’t endure anyone now. That’s

why | told you, | got more selfish. What | mean by selfish is to realize my self-

worth. | wish | could have divorced when | was 37-40 years old, that’s my

opinion now. Perhaps, it would have been difficult with kids, but I would manage
it somehow.” (Fulden Karaca)®!

60 “Ben hala olgunlastigin diisiinmiiyorum. Benim biraz fazla ¢ocuksu bir yapim var genel olarak
yani. Bence insana -allah gecinden versin- sevdiklerini kaybetmeye basladiktan sonra da bir olgunluk
geliyor. Su an allaha siikiir hepsi hayatta dyle bir sey yasamadim. Simdi hala ¢gocuk havasindayiz. Bu
yasa gelmemize ragmen. Ama mesela su var. eskiden kendimi ¢ok ezdirirdim. Simdi ezdirmiyorum
artik yani. Mesela o zaman boyle bir erkegin pesine takilip hayatimiz oymus gibi davraniyorduk. Simdi
igine gelirse diyorum. Hatta simdiki esim diyor, eski esine hi¢ ¢genen a¢ilmamis simdi bana yapiyorsun
yapacagini.” (Zehra Simsek)

81 “Ya bizi ok kotii yanlis yetistirmigler. Bilmiyorum senin konustugun kadinlar nasil, ben giiya annem

babam 6gretmendi, egitilmis bir ailenin ¢ocuguydum ama yani ¢ok da, nasil sdyleyeyim, hatali. Yani

genelde kadin dyle evde her isi yapacak, sesi ¢ikmayacak, temizlik, camasir, bulagik, yemek, ben de
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Like Zehra, Fulden also declared that her decisions she took about her life, especially
about men, are different compared to her past, which probably influenced by her
divorce. What is crucial from her statement is her discovery of the value of herself,
which is implied by her as becoming more ‘selfish’. In that sense, it can be inferred
that now Fulden feels herself as more capable of privileging herself in middle age
years. Furthermore, in my opinion Zehra’s and Fulden’s remarks have a political
importance as well. As it is seen, middle age may also be interpreted as a reassessment
for women in order to review their life decisions especially regarding men in their
lives or their marital relationships. In parallel, middle age can be considered,
especially for the generation | studied with, as the period women gained a substantial
autonomy due to their advanced career and financial status. No wonder that the class
and status position of these women are one of the major factor co-constituting
elements of their autonomy as a privileged group. On the other hand, middle aged
women are mostly invisible both in society and in feminist theory, or even if they are
visible their visibility is pushed to the limits of the ‘disease discourse’ related with
their menopausal experience, or stigmatized. These results show there are social
obstacles hindering the proliferation of positive attitudes towards aging, whose
necessity is argued in Dillaway (2005), Klein & Dumble (1994) and Gannon &
Ekstrom (1993), in order to struggle the medicalization of menopause and oppression
of middle aged women. Furthermore, feminist theory should include middle aged
women, who are often neglected within women’s movement and seriously consider
their voices or demands. Because, although they do not necessarily define themselves
as feminists, it can be argued that they tend to be more aware about women’s
oppression from their own experiences. Such an approach would be a significant
achievement in terms of women’s movement in general and women’s empowerment

in particular.

Oyleydim. 20 y1l evli kaldim, 20 y1l boyunca yaptigim, evet hep calistyordum ama genel olarak boyle
yani. Simdi olsa miimkiin degil, birak kocami hi¢ kimseyi ¢ekecek psikolojim yok. Onun i¢in diyorum
sana bencillestim. Bencillestim derken, kendimin degerli oldugunun farkina vartyorum. Ben 37-40
yasindayken bosanmay1 becerebilmeliymisim keske, simdi bu fikirdeyim. Belki ¢ocuklarla yasamak
zor olurdu ama gene de yapardim.” (Fulden Karaca)
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Another aspects of physiological change is related with social stigmatization parallel
with the arguments of Sheehy (1992) and others mentioned in earlier chapters.
Especially, the experience of hot flush may easily lead to a matter of mockery and/or
women’s aggressive mood in middle age may easily be related with her experience of

menopause; thus, menopause can be considered as a social label.

I should assert that not all participants declared that they are suffering from the aspect
of labelling related with their menopausal experience. Similarly, almost half of my
respondents also do not carry any concern of being stigmatized as menopausal, based
on their work and family relations. For instance Esra, refused the idea that her
experience of menopause reflected others as a matter of social stigmatization;
although she is one of my respondents who drastically suffered from emotional
challenges of her experience of menopause.

“Menopause don’t have any affect on me about those issues. I did’t feel any

change on glances to me.” (Esra Karadeniz)®
Yet, even if Esra did not experience any sort of stigmatization almost all of my
respondents including Esra agreed that there is a socially accepted aspect of
menopause related with stigmatization and a stereotypical image of a menopausal
woman, who is depicted as unreasonable. Furthermore, they gave me some examples
from their close friends, relatives or colleagues, who were imposed to some sort of
stigmatization related with menopause; although, they did not personally experience
it. For example Suna recalled a memory of hers about this issue occurred in work:

“We are working in aviation sector. For instance one of my friend and I were

helping to passengers when | was 28. She was a bit short-tempered and one of

the passenger called her ‘menopausal bitch’. And then she said, you said bitch

to me, it’s okay, but I don’t understand why you called me menopausal. Because

she wasn’t on that age. That means menopause is an insult for men.” (Suna
Elibol)®

62 «“\Menopozun bana o konularda hig etkisi olmadi. Insanlarin bana bakisinin degistigini hissetmedim.”
(Esra Karadeniz)

83 «“Biz havacilik sektoriinde galisiyoruz. Mesela bir arkadasim benim daha 28li yaslarindayken, onunla

beraber yolcularla ilgileniyorduk. O sirada o birazcik asabi sinirliydi, yolcunun birisi ona ‘menopozlu

orospu’ dedi. Sonra kizcagiz dedi ki; ya dedi tamam orospu falan hepsi tamam ama bana menopozluyu
143



As seen, she shared her experience with me by acknowledging the experience of
menopause as an insult from men’s perspective. Very similarly, Gaye also declared
that she witnessed a colleague of hers labelled as ‘menopausal’ in a libelous way by
her superior.

“T witnessed an example at another office. There were times our chief called

people menopausal when he was angry. That can be said to youngs too. It’s like
an insult.” (Gaye Caliml1)®*

In both examples, young women were labelled as ‘menopausal’, which shows that the
experience of menopause does not only indicate a stereotypical image but tend to be
utilized as way of insulting women. Additionally, Filiz gave an example from her
personal experience, which is also striking in order to show that the insult of

‘menopausal’ is so widely accepted that even once upon a time she also used:
“I attended English courses when I was your age. We were mixed and maximum
10 people. And two ladies were always turning the AC on such that we were
frezing. They were older than us. Menopausal womeni menopausel women, |
was grumbling. It’s always cold because of them. Saying menopausal is like an

insult in society. For example, defiant menopausal when they are angry. This is
a fact. Even I was doing it, now I realized.” (Filiz Moyar)®

Aside from hot flushes, the stereotypical image of menopausal women are mostly
related with two other aspects, which can be named as using a ‘hand-fan’ (yelpaze)
and being aggressive or unreasonable. Also in the interviews the word ‘hand-fan’ is
widely used in order to describe about menopausal women, which made me

understood that holding a hand-fan is perceived as the number one distinguishing

neden yakistirdin anlamadim diye tepki verdi, ¢iinkii menopoza girecek yasta degil. Demek hani
erkeklerin bakig agisinda menopoz bir hakaret bigimi.” (Suna Elibol)

64 “Kendimde degil ama gordiigiim bir 6rnek oldu, bir baska eski is yerimde. Béyle sinirlendigi zaman
filan iste menopozlu deyip insanlarin boyle yaftaladigi olmustu amirimizin. Gence de bu sekilde
sOylenebiliyor. Hakaret gibi olmus yani.” (Gaye Calimli)

65 «“Senin yaslarindayken Ingilizce kursuna gitmistim. Karma insanlar var, 10 kisiyiz maksimum. Ve
oturdugumuz yerde hep klimayi agiyorlar soguk, buz gibi, titriyoruz biz lisiiyoruz falan. Acanlar da
iki tane bayan. Yasi da bizden biiyiiktii onlarin. Menopozlu kadinlar, menopozlu kadinlar, ben
sOyleniyordum yani. Zaten hep onlar yiliziinden soguk oluyor falan diye. Menopozlu denmesi hakaret
gibi bir sey yani toplumda dyle bir sey. Menopozlu deniyor yani. Mesela sinirleri bozuluyor veya atarli
menopozlu. Boyle bir sey var. Ben bile yapiyormusum demek bunu, simdi farkina variyor insan.” (Filiz
Moyar)
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feature reinforcing to be labelled as menopausal. For, instance Hale mentioned about
the experience of her cousin, who felt ashamed about using her hand fan.
“My cousing told me that she was hot flushed and couldn’t use her hand held
fan due to embarassment.” (Hale Toprak)®
Another attitude related with the stigmatization of menopause manifests itself in the
form of mockery exampled by women | spoke with. Additionally, some women
expressed that it may be annoying from time to time as stated by Melis:
“People always make a joke about it (menopause). We sometimes witness that
cliche. Maybe sometimes we are really like that and don’t realize. Because
maybe it’s really hot. But when you say it’s hot, we are labeled on that instant.

This is not nice. For example I’ve never in such a mood. I don’t know how I
look for others.” (Melis Kizi1)®’

Like Melis, Zehra also emphasized that her experience of menopause is made fun of
by others especially, when she is angry at something.
“They make fun of it and say don’t mess with her but whenever I get angry it’s
associated wit menopause.” (Zehra Simsek)%®

“There is a saying, menopausal mood. For some reason, menopausal women
always imaged as angry, problematic and bad-tempered. Like adolescents. Even
it’s said that if a woman enstered menopause and her child entered adolescence,
it’s impossible to live in that house. Males always think like that. I don’t think
males can show empathy for this.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

It is understood from Zehra’s and others’ statements that there is a great tendency of

equating menopause with a constant mental state of being aggressive and bad-

86 “Kuzenim metroda gok sicakladim, utandim yelpazemi ¢ikaramadim demisti.” (Hale Toprak)

67 “Bunun (menopoz) siirekli esprisi yapiliyor. Zaman zaman o klisedeki seyleri yasadigimiz tabii
oluyor. Belki baz1 zamanlarda gercekten dyleyiz ve farkina varamiyoruz. Ciinkii belki ger¢ekten ortam
o sirada sicak oluyordur. Ama iste siz ‘ay ne sicak’ dediginiz anda o etiket yapisiyor. Bu hos degil.
Benim mesela hi¢ o tiple 6zdeslestirdigim bir ruh halim olmadi. Disaridan nasil goziikiiyorum
bilmiyorum tabii.” (Melis Kiz1l)

88 “Girgir yapiyorlar, aman iste fazla dokunmayalim menopozda, sinirlendigim zaman hemen ona
bagliyorlar mesela.” (Zehra Simsek)

89 “Hani boyle bir laf vardir ya iste menopozda, menopoz halleri. Hep nedense menopoza girmis kadin
boyle sinirli, sikintili, aksi, problemli filan gibi. Sey gibi ergenlikte olan ¢ocuklar nasilsa iste. Hatta
hep diyorlar ya iste kadin menopozdayken, cocugu da ergenlige girdiyse ee Allah o evde yasanmaz
artik filan gibi erkekler sirf isin o tarafina bakiyorlar yani. Burada bir empati kurmalari miimkiin degil
gibi diigiiniiyorum.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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tempered, which reveals another aspect of stigmatizing menopausal experience and
devaluation of women’s reactions. On the other hand, this may not even reflect the
reality at all. As discussed related with the process of maturation some of my
respondents claimed that they perceive themselves as much more compliable
compared to their younger ages. Whereas Gaye related this change in her personality

to her abandoning of HRT, Tiilin related it with her aging.

“On the contrary, I became a calmer person. Because while I was using those
hormone drugs, they were wearing me down. I felt nervous and agitated.” (Gaye
Caliml)™

“I was more taut. I’'m not saying I was aggressive and uptight, but I used to be
stricter, more discreet, colder, more distanced to others. I don’t allow most
people to be too close to me, it’s just not my thing. For example this interview,
this is not my style at all, in fact it was something | would never allow. Meeting
new people is not my thing. | started to be softer, more temperate, | started to
open myself outward. Like | said, I don’t like too many new people entering in
my life. | am really not into people contact. I am not much of a people person.
But now, how shall I put it, | feel that | am more understanding. For example, |
wasn’t able to show my feelings that much like this, | was not a person to cry
and get emotional easily. Now when | watch TV or when something happens |
just cry. Someone hugs someone or something happens to someone, be it a happy
or sad, | just start to cry profusely, that was something | would never be doing.
People around me perceive this as a very positive development. That; as | get
older, I am becoming more compassionate, more moderate, friendlier.” (Tiilin
Piir)™*

Especially, in the work environment this kind of labelling may be even discriminative.

Whether they experienced that kind of discrimination or not, a lot of women that |

0 “Tam tersi ben daha sakin bir insan oldum. Ciinkii o hormon ilaglarim kullandigim siire igerisinde
onlar beni ¢ok yipratiyordu. Daha boyle gergin ve sinirli hissediyordum.” (Gaye Calimli)

"l “Ben daha serttim. Soyle iste, agresif ve kati degil ama etrafima karsi daha sert, daha ketum
goriiniislitydiim, daha soguk daha mesafeliydim. Cok insani hala daha yanima yaklagtirmam, mesela
bu goriisme, bunu yapabilmek hi¢ benim tarzim degil, benim izin vermeyecegim bir sey aslinda, konu
olarak degil, yeni insanlarla tanismak benlik bir sey degil. Daha yumusak, daha iliman olmaya
basladim, disa kars1 kendimi agmaya basladim. Iste cok fazla hayatima yeni insan girmesinden
hoslanmam. Sevmem yani ¢ok insan. Cok hiimanist degilim ben. Ama simdi nasil diyeyim, daha
anlayish oldugumu hissediyorum. Mesela ben daha boyle tepkilerimi ¢ok gdstermezdim hani ¢ok fazla
boyle aglayan sey yapan bir insan degilim. Simdi televizyon seyrederken ya da bir sey oldugu zaman
agliyorum. Birisi birisiyle kucaklagsin ya da birisine bir sey olsun, mutlu olsun hiiziinlii olsun oturup
sakir sakir agliyorum ki hayatta yapmayacagim bir seydi. Bunu etrafimdaki insanlar ¢ok olumlu bir
gelisme olarak algilar. Hani yaslandik¢a daha merhametli, daha 1limli, daha dost canlis1 bir hale
geldigimi” (Tilin Piir)
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interviewed declared that it is really unpleasant and unacceptable especially in the
workplaces. For instance Fulden expressed that these kinds of attitudes should not be

tolerated in workplace:

“It's not appropriate, that’s the right word, it's not appropriate. But it depends on
where they put that label or how they put it. If people say things like “She’s
menopausal” or “She’s so tense, you can’t stand her” or “I don’t want to work
with her” in an office setting, of course that would make me upset. But same
lines of detest comes in other circumstances, someone says something like
“Don’t pay attention to her, she’s just menopausal”, I wouldn’t care, I would
never mind that. | am trying to be as calm as possible at the office. I'm usually a
calm type.” (Fulden Karaca)’

Cansel and Suna addressed to the coercive impacts of stigmatization of their
menopausal experience, as tendencies of ‘hiding’ their physiological indications and
controlling emotional reactions accordingly. Cansel emphasized her discomfort about
people judging her reactions on the basis of her menopausal state and evaluated it as
degrading. On the other hand, Suna, who suffers from hot flushes, focused on her
experiences of hot flush at work, which she cannot react out loud due to her concern
as being labelled as ‘menopausal’ especially by her male colleagues.

“If a woman is just a little bit aggressive and above a certain age, people are

quick to label her “She must be menopausal”. And, of course, I am not

comfortable with such kind of association. For example, you try to pay more

attention to your daily actions, you don’t want people to say things like “Oh,

she’s menopausal too, that’s why she’s so edgy"”. Nobody likes to be subjected

to something like that. You feel like you're being put down, when this is used as

a joke, a funny material. Because it's something you already have trouble about,
even without others involved.” (Cansel Keskin)”

“Hot flushes are big trouble in the office environment. For example, | feel like |
am burning and | want to turn the air conditioner on, but people are freezing. |

72 “Hig s1k degil, dogru kelime bu, sik degil. Ama hani bu biraz nerede o etiketi yapistirdiklarina ya da
nasil yapistirdiklarina bagl. Is ortaminda menopozlu kadin, sinirlidir ¢ekilmez bu seklinde ya da ben
onunla ¢alismam filan derlerse tabi ki ¢ok bozulurum. Ama &zel bir yerde gdrmiisiim, ‘aman
menopozlu kadin bos ver onu’ derlerse hi¢ 5nemsemem geger giderim. Is ortaminda zaten olabildigince
sakin olmaya ¢aligtyorum. Biraz da sakin bir tipim.” (Fulden Karaca)

73 “Insanlar kendi aralarinda bir kadin biraz agresifse yasi da varsa hemen ‘aa menopoza girdi herhalde’
diye bir etiket yapisiveriyor. Ve ben de ona baglanmasindan tabii ki rahatsiz oluyorum. Mesela sey
yapiyorsun, hareketlerine dikkat etmeye calistyorsun insanlar iste sana ‘aa iste bu da menopoza girdi
o0 ylizden sinirli’ filan demesini istemiyorsun. Onun aleyhinde kullanilmasindan hoslanmaz kimse.
Asagilanmis gibi hissediyorsun bu olay bir espri komiklik malzemesi olarak kullanildiginda. Ciinkii
zaten kendin de sikint1 duydugun bir sey.” (Cansel Keskin)
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know that if [ say “Someone just turn that that air conditioning on” it will be too
telling, but among our group, among the females, we are able to disclose such
things directly.” (Suna Elibol)"

Their statements support the idea that the experience of menopause is indeed
invisible, or what is more important, forced to be invisible due to stigmatization,
which may be extra burdening especially in the workplace. The tendency of hiding is
sometimes featured as a defense mechanism by women in order not to be offended
like in the example of Piraye.

“You know how people talk, that woman is edgy cause she’s single, she doesn’t

have a husband, angry for she has no man. She's nervous, she’s menopausal. For

that reason, women may be trying not to show. I believe that’s what’s
happening.” (Hale Toprak)™

“T always hid it, just to avoid that. Because of that label, people will put that
label in the blink of an eye, that’s why you try to keep things discreet. Because
it is hurtful.” (Piraye Yiiksek)™

The issue of hiding the experience of menopause will be further evaluated when
discussing the ways in which menopause is talked about in the next chapter. I think
Nazan’s suggestion about how to overcome the menopausal stigma is quiet crucial,
which also gives clues about political power of ‘talking about the experience’.
“I think we should refute that interpretation. What’s it got to do with that? Just
because a woman is nervous; does that mean she is menopausal? Does every

woman deserve that stigma? It's all about the personality. How can we achieve
that? By communicating, that’s how.” (Nazan Bahadir)’’

A lot of women found my question important that whether media reinforces the

stigmatization of menopausal women, which also reveals the social mechanisms

4 “Ig ortaminda oldugu zaman (sicak basmasi) zaten sikint1. Mesela bana ates basiyor ben klimalari
acmak istiyorum ama insanlar donuyor. Simdi “Ay ag¢in su klimalar1” desem direk deklare etmis gibi
olacagim ama kendi aramizda, hatunlar arasinda deklare edebiliyoruz.” (Suna Elibol)

75 “Iste sey hani, kadin bekar onun i¢in sinirli, kocas1 yok, erkek yok onun igin sinirli. Menopozda onun
icin sinirli. O nedenle kadinlar belli etmemeye calisiyor olabilirler. Ben bdyle oldugunu
diistiniiyorum.” (Hale Toprak)

76 “O olmasin diye iste gizledim hep. Ciinkii o etiket, ¢at diye o etiketi koyarlar diye, insan onu biraz
caktirmamaya galisiyor. Incitici bir sey ¢iinkii.” (Piraye Yiksek)

7«0 algy1 giiriitmeliyiz bence. Ne alakas1 var giinkii eger sinirliysen; ya da her sinirli kadin menopoza
mi giriyor yani. Ya da o yaftayr m1 hak ediyor ne alakasi var halbuki. Kisilikle ilgili tamamen. Bu da
nasil olur, konusarak olur.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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behind labelling of middle age women in a macro perspective. My first question
related with that issue was how the women in their age is represented in media. Many
women I talked with agreed on the fact that being ‘tas gibi’ (:expression in Turkish
referring to fit without showing any physical signs of decay and bodily deformations)
is assumed as a prerequisite for middle aged women to find a place in media. This
issue is clarified by Zehra and Hale with following words:

“Women at our ages, can only be relevant on the media, if they really maintain

their looks and beauty. Only headlines such “caught on the beach”, “still
dazzling hot” other than that they do not take much place.” (Zehra Simsek)’®

“If you have noticed there’s a media cliché, like “45 years old and still has a
rocking body”. In the past 40 meant old, but it appears that now we are supposed
to be bombshell still at 45.” (Hale Toprak)’®

Moreover, according to Hale the stereotypical image of menopausal women is used
as a means of comedy and entertainment in the media. She supported her impression
by referring to the movie ‘Deliha’ that she had watched recently:

“Did you see that movie ‘Deliha’? There is the character, Gupse Ozay's mother,

a woman in menopause and it is the summer heat. She’s got that folding fan,

edgy, with both feet in a washbowl. | recommend you to see that picture. It is an
exaggerated depiction, but this is how it is presented.” (Hale Toprak)®

Piraye approached the issue differently by arguing that the features related with the
stereotypical image of menopausal women in media is due to moral concerns. She
advocates that hot flushes or being aggressive are the most visible, but also more
‘morally acceptable’ signs of menopause. Therefore, the image builds itself on these

signs but not others like decrease in sexual desire.

“I think it’s because that's the easiest part to disclose. Now, for instance, they
cannot say much about the receding sexual appetite. These are things that fall

8 “Bizim yaslarimizdakiler anca gergekten goriiniimlerini, giizelliklerini koruyorlarsa giindem
oluyorlar medyada. Plajda yakalandi ‘tas gibi’ viicuduyla dikkat ¢ekti, seklinde yer aliyor anca onun
disinda pek yer almiyorlar.” (Zehra Simsek)

% “Farkindaysaniz sdyle yazar: 45 yasinda olmasina ragmen tas gibi. Eskiden 40 yas yaslh bir yasti
ama iste su an 45 yasinda bile ‘tas gibi’ olmamiz isteniyor demek ki.” (Hale Toprak)

8 «Deliha’ filmini izlemis miydiniz? Su Gupse Ozay’in annesi roliinde —iste yaz sicagi bir de
menopozda bir kadin var.- Elinde yelpaze, sinirli, iki ayag: legende. O kareyi gérmenizi isterim. O
abartil1 bir sahne ama bu sekilde lanse ediliyor.” (Hale Toprak)
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more into privacy area. But these hot flushes etc. are not subject to moral
judgments, it can more clearly expressed in daily life or on the media, most
probably because it is easier to disclose that part. That’s how these women are
pictured, hot flushes, aggressiveness, folding fans etc. Maybe because other
aspects cannot be disclosed.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

Correspondingly, the media tending to be acknowledged as a site which capitalism
and consumer culture manifests itself and transmits social messages accordingly. In
that sense, my respondents generally agreed that women represented in media are
mostly young and attractive. The estimations of my respondents related with media
representation of women in general, and middle aged women in particular, shows
parallelisms with related studies conducted by Komesaroff, Rothfield and Daly
(1997), Kaplan (1997) and Sybylla (1997), which are discussed in the second chapter
about media representations of middle aged women. To support this claim, | found
Sinem’s and Melek’s remarks crucial:

“Commercials and media uphold the appearance, we’re in a capitalist system

after all and that focus is not much unexpected, we’re in a consumerist society,

people pay more attention to the nicer, more appealing images, which is why

they leverage on tempting images. For example, even in a car you can see a

female figure, or even with commercials for car tires, the last place you would

expect to see a female figure. And no surprise all of these female subjects are
attractive eye candies.” (Sinem Cigek)®

“On the news programs there are almost no women at my age, as a host or a
moderator. Or at least that’s what I see. But apart from that, they are not on news
hours or on other routine programs, I think that’s part of their selling strategy, to
draw attention to their channels. 1 mean a person can be an announcer just
because having a beautiful voice and quality of diction, but maybe Turkey still
couldn’t get past that point.” (Melek Zeyrek)®

81 “Galiba agiklanabilir kismi kolay olan bu oldugu i¢in. Simdi mesela seyi pek dile getiremiyorlar iste
cinsel diirtiilerin olmamasin1 mesela. Bunlar daha ahlaki seyler. Ama bu sicak basmasi filan ahlaki
yargilara girmiyor, daha net ifade ediliyor toplum igerisinde veya basinda medyada hani o kolay ve
sey yapilabilir kismi oldugu icin belki 6yle yansitiliyor kadin. Sicak basmalari, agresif bilmem ne
yelpazeli filan diye. Diger seyler aksettirilemiyor diye belki.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

82 «“Reklamlar, medya daha gorsellige doniik bir yer oldugu i¢in, sonugta kapitalist sistem, daha gok
tiiketime dayali bir toplum oldugumuz i¢in insanlarda daha giizel daha alimli olan karelerde daha ¢ok
dikkat ¢ektigi i¢in, onun igin onu kullaniyorlar diye diisiiniiyorum. Mesela bir araba reklaminda bayan
figiirii ya da hi¢ olmadik bir araba lastigi reklaminda bile bir bayan figiirii kullaniyorlar ve bu figiir tabi
hep ¢ekici bayanlar oluyor.” (Sinem Cigek)

8 “Haber programlarinda mesela yasitim kadim sunucu diyelim, veya moderatdr var. Gordiigiim ya da

en azindan. Ama onun diginda normal haber biilteni ya da rutin hani programlarda yok ¢iinkii biraz

bence televizyonlarda filan odaklanmay1 saglamak icin bence bir satis stratejisi. Yani sadece sesi ve
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Melek’s point is especially important since it reveals that middle aged women
working in media, especially those in front of camera, may be discriminated and
excluded despite of their merits and may be facing the risk of being circumvented by
younger colleagues. Nevertheless, like Nazan did, Zuhal also agreed on the possibility
of abolishing the stereotype of menopausal women by talking about it and addressing
their visibility in media:

“The more it is discussed, the better. I don’t want to be judgmental but instead

of the ridiculous matchmaking shows or other shallow programs, it would be

better for all women, if menopause is explained and depicted as a normal and
natural thing.” (Zuhal Isik)®

In this section, the main discussion is formed around physical challenges and
physiological changes related with the experience of menopause and its repercussions
in social life, which may result in stigmatization of women in social life. Additionally,
women’s responds to menopausal change and the influence of middle age on their
subjectivity are tried to be covered. In the next section, the relationship of menopausal

experience in constructing the feminine ethos will be discussed in detail.

6.2. Discussing the Menopausal Embodiment in the Context of Constructing the
‘Feminine Ethos’

One of the most remarkable aspects related with the experience of menopause focuses
itself on feminine ethos reiterated by Sybylla (1997), which is also highly apparent in
my interviews with women. This issue can also be related with women’s oppression
related with their experiences of menopause. The reason for that lies in the social
construction of ‘the feminine’ based on its ability or ‘function’ of reproduction.
Moreover, women’s subjectivity is tend to be ignored as a sexually desiring being.

Rather, in heteronormative social relations women are objectified and their

diksiyonu iyi oldugu i¢in birisi spikerlik yapabilmeli ama daha onu asamadi aslinda Tiirkiye belki.”
(Melek Zeyrek)

84 “Ne kadar konusulursa o kadar iyi. Yani simdi yargilamak i¢in sdylemiyorum ama o sagma evlilik
programlari ya da bagka ici bog programlar yerine bu yasadigi seyin normal oldugunu ev kadin1 da
olabilir, ¢alisan kadin da olabilir, normal olarak yasanilan bir siire¢ oldugu kabullenilirse ve bub u
haliyle gosterilirse herhalde hepimiz acisindan daha iyi olur.” (Zuhal Isik)
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relationship with sexuality is formulated, in which men are privileged and, thus,
expected to be sexually satisfied by women. Secondly, related also with reproduction
and sexuality, the mainstream image of femininity forms itself around being ever-
young, beautiful and sexually attractive. Correspondingly, ‘motherhood’ is perceived
as sacred and often seen as a primary raison d'étre of all women. In the Turkish
context, it would not be inaccurate to assert that the emphasis on motherhood becomes
even more prominent compared to Western context due to cultural differences in spite
of Turkish modernization project. Especially nowadays, contemporary political
atmosphere in Turkey goes hand in hand with neoconservative policies by the rise of
neoliberal economic system adopted by AKP government. AKP is mostly known
from its discourses objecting to ‘gender equality’ while supporting ‘gender equity’,
due to the assumed ‘natural’ differences (fitrat) between men and women.®®> While
uplifting women’s motherhood identity President of Turkish Republic Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s declaration that “women, who are not mothers, are deficient and
incomplete” is quite self-explanatory as well.2¢ Like Marshall (2010) argues, equating
femininity with the function of reproduction and sexuality is highly reductionist. On
the other hand, it should also be emphasized that it is profoundly hegemonic, which
co-constructs women'’s identity not only during menopause but also during women’s
whole lifespan. Therefore, together with physical aging, the experience of menopause
may be extra burdening for women and even may become a source of alienation from
self, due to the fact that it is related with the failure of feminine identity as also argued
by Gulette (1997). Certainly, these are the dominant heteronormative approaches
towards womanhood and do not necessarily embraced by all women, who differs from
each other due to various social characteristic such as class and status. These
heteronormative values are also not static and open to negotiations through women’s
agency and feminist movement. In the next sections I’ll be elaborating on these issues

by regarding women’s agency, class and professional status and try to figure out how

8 http://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2014/11/141124 kadininfitrati_erdogan

86https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/06/turkish-president-erdogan-childless-women-
deficient-incomplete
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women relate their experience of menopause and middle age with the hegemonic
ideals of femininity and how gender discrimination appears itself in midlife between

men and women.

6.2.1. Reproduction & Sexuality

“Fertility is very important for a woman. For most women, losing fertility can
seem like losing half of their womanhood. But the onset of menopause does not
mean you have to lose everything, what matters is how you perceive it.” (Tiilin
Piir)¥’

What Tiilin Piir states, emphasizes women’s challenges regarding their experience of
menopause and change in their perception of identity as women. The sadness related
with the loss of reproductivity is stressed also by many participants whether they have
children or not. A lot of women stressed they hardly accepted the idea of not being
reproductive and compelling especially at the very beginning of menopausal change,

though they were not planning to have more children like Zuhal and Sinem.

“That was the most important aspect in my mind. It's not | really wanted to have
another child, but it feels bad to know that you will not be able to give birth to
child anymore. | mean, | do not have a plan for that, | have my daughter, | wish
from God a healthy life for her, but just saying what if | had another child, you
know that you do not have that chance. That hurts, | can't help it. After my
daughter, | had two miscarriages. Unfortunately, | lost them during my
pregnancy. After that, | did not insist on this. And then, | was in menopause, but
as I said, I do not regret it, but it just gives a feeling of incompleteness. Here’s
the thing; I wanted my daughter to have a sibling but there’s no other way but to
accept that this will never happen. Knowing the facts alone doesn’t prepare you,
for example, we all know that one day we will die, but we feel the pain deeper
when someone close to us dies. This is something like that. It’s tough to accept,
hard to be strong to accept it. It's difficult to live with feeling. Though, it doesn’t
bother me much now, at first, it was hard, it was not a good feeling knowing that
I am no more able to give birth to a sibling to my daughter.” (Zuhal Isik)®

87 «“Simdi, bir bayan i¢in dogurganlik cok énemli. Dogurganligim kaybetmek ona hani kadinligimn
yarisint kaybetmek gibi geliyor da olabilir ¢cogu kadin igin. Ama yani menopoza girmek senin her
seyini kaybetmeni gerektirmiyor ki, tamamen kafanda bitiyor senin i¢in.” (Tiilin Piir)

8 “Benim agimdan en biiyiik sey suydu. Aslinda diisiindiigiim bir sey degildi baska ¢ocuk dogurmak
ama o ¢ocugu doguramayacagini bilmek kotii hissettiriyor insana. Hani 6yle bir plan yok hayatimda,
allah sagliklar versin kizim i¢in ama hani bir tane daha olsa miydi desem su an dyle bir sansim yok. O
liziiyor ister istemez. Benim kizimdan sonra 2 defa bebek kaybimiz oldu istemsiz bir sekilde.
Hamileyken maalesef kaybettim. Ondan sonra da ¢ok 1srarct olmadim bu konuda. Ondan sonra zaten
bu déneme girdik ama dedigim gibi bdyle bir pismanligim yok da sadece insanda sey bir yoksunluk
duygusu hissettiriyor. Iste sadece sey, kizzmin bir kardesi olmasini isterdim. Su an artik kesin olarak
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“Of course, it was difficult to accept at first. I have two children, I wasn’t
thinking of another child, but for example then thought | wish had a third one,
that made me so sad. Two kids were enough and suddenly it wasn’t enough
anymore, | had this urge that should have had more children. That was really
glooming for me.” (Sinem Cigek)®

Zuhal admitted that once she got used to the idea of not being able to give birth, she
felt herself more comfortable about it. Similarly, Esra, who experienced great distress
related with menopause puts forward her loss of reproductivity as the most crucial
factor upsetting her -even describes her emotional state with the word ‘collapse’-
compared to other health related concerns related with menopausal change like
osteoporosis; because she thought she has lost her femininity.

“I had the feeling that my womanhood and my fertility were gone. What is

important for me that my fertility was over, that | cannot give birth to a child

again. To me that was the most significant aspect of it. Bone loss associated with

menopause didn’t have much impression on me. I see that as something normal.

The only thing that impresses me is the loss of that fertility. That was the only

thing that made me feel depressed, | was having a serious breakdown. Honestly,
other aspects of menopause didn’t really strike me much.” (Esra Karadeniz)®

Within a similar framework Nehir Erdem, who had her second child despite the
warning of her doctor that she is close to menopause, admitted that she might have
been more negatively obsessed about her experience of menopause; if she could not

succeed to give birth to her second child.

olamayacagini kabul etmek. Insan bazen gergekleri, mesela hepimiz bir giin 6lecegimizi biliyoruz ama
en yakinimizda biri 6ldiigiinde bunun verdigi acty1 daha derin yasiyoruz. Bu da onun gibi bir sey.
Kabullenmek, kabullenebilmek belki. O giicii hissetmek insana zor gelen. Su an ¢ok etkilenmiyorum.
Ama ilk baslangigta, kizzimin kardesi olamayacagim, kardes yapamayacagimi hissetmek c¢ok iyi
gelmemisti.” (Zuhal Is1k)

89 «[Ik baslarda tabi kabullenmek zordu. iki tane cocugum var, baska ¢ocuk mesela diisiinmiiyordum,
keske bir tane daha olsaydi mesela o beni boyle ¢ok iizdii. Oncede iki tane gocuk bana yeterli gelirken
birden bana yeterli gelmemeye basladi, keske bir cocugum daha olsaydi diisiincesine kapildim. Ya
baya baya iiziildiim yani.” (Sinem Cigek)

9 “Kadmligimin ve dogurganligimin elden gittigini filan diisiindiim ben. benim igin orada 6nemli olan
dogurganligimin bitmesi, bir daha ¢ocuk doguramayacagim duygusu. Benim i¢in 6nemli olan nokta
oydu. Kemik erimesinin menopoza bagli olmasinin aslinda ¢ok bir etkisi yok. Onu normal bir sey gibi
goriiyorum. Beni etkileyen tek sey o dogurganlik 6zelligimin kaybolmasi. Cokiintiiyli sadece orada
yasadim, ciddi anlamda asir1 bir ¢okiintii yasadim. Onun haricinde &tekiler pek goéziimde degil
acikegasi.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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“If I didn’t have my second child menopause could have bothered me seriously,
it could have a strong impact on me.” (Nehir Erdem)®

The loss of reproductivity and emotional distress related with it appears more
dramatically in the cases where menopause arrives relatively earlier and
unexpectedly. The experiences of Gaye and Filiz illustrated it very well. They both
said that they got panicked when they discovered that they are stepping in menopause
and would not be able to give birth anymore. However their reactions slightly differed.
While Gaye was sorry about not having another possibility of pregnancy, Filiz’s

concern was about declining possibility of finding a partner to get marry.

“It's a bit different from my point of view. Since I had very early menopause at
a very young age, I panicked that I will not be able to have a child, it wasn’t
about getting old. That was in my head. Because every woman indeed has this
yearning for motherhood. And | wanted to experience that process like many
other women. But unfortunately with the early onset of menopause, | could not
live any of them. An early menopause combined with a late marriage.” (Gaye
Calimli)®

“I was just frozen. It doesn’t sink in at first, because I am not married. I have no
one in my life. What is the end result of this, you will not be able to give birth
anymore, that is the clear result. | was living the moment at that time, it had no
effect on my life. There was nobody in my life. | had the idea of marrying in the
back of my head, but it does not work like that. When | met my husband, years
after that, I told him about it in the beginning. I told him that | have no possibility
to bear a child, I wanted to play the cards open from the get go.” (Filiz Moyar)®

After Filiz’s above mentioned statement, I asked to her whether she experienced any

anxiety about impossibility of getting married.

% “fkinci ¢ocugu yapamasam cok takilabilirdim buna, yapamasaydim cok etkilerdi beni diye
diistinityorum.” (Nehir Erdem)

92 “Benim agimdan biraz daha farkli. Ben ¢ok erken yasta girdigim icin menopoza bende de sdyle bir
sey oldu: ‘Yaglaniyorum’dan ziyade ‘eyvah ¢ocugum olmayacak’ diye panige girdim. Ben Oyle bir
psikolojinin igerisindeydim. Ciinkii her kadinin igerisinde aslinda bir annelik duygusu yatiyor. Ve o
stireci yasamak isterdim diger pek ¢ok kadin gibi. Ama ne yazik ki erken girince bunlarin higbirini
yasayamadim. Erken girip, ge¢ evlenince hatta.” (Gaye Calimli)

% “Ben donup kaldim, o zaman da anlamiyorsun ¢iinkii bekarim. Hayatimda da kimse yok. Nedir,
sonucu ne bu igin, ¢ocuk doguramamak gibi bir sonucu var. Benim i¢in sadece o an o var, ¢iinkii heniiz
bagka bir etkisini yasamaya baslamamistim. O zaman baktigimda kimse yok hayatimda. Evlenmek
diisiincesi vardi kafamda ama is yle olmuyor tabi. Ustiinden seneler gegtikten sonra esimle tanisinca,
ilk tamismamizda sdyledigim sey boyle bir sey bende yok. Dogurma gibi bir ihtimalim yok, dedim ki
kartlar1 bastan agik oynamak istedim.” (Filiz Moyar)

155



“Of course I had that anxiety. These worries still persist, though. It’s like we are
married and it’s all done now, I don’t think it's over. One day my husband can
face me with a desire to have a baby. You can’t say this will never happen.
Nothing is guaranteed.” (Filiz Moyar)*

Very crucial points may be inferred from Filiz’s response. Not only that she
experienced anxiety related with finding a partner; her concern related with her
reproductive inability still carries on even after she got married. She thinks that one
can never be sure if her husband may want to have children in the future. However,
aside from her concerns related with her husband’s expectation, she admitted that the
idea of becoming a mother has become less and less appealing to her through time.
Even she declared that during our interview she has begun thinking about being
childless in a positive way.

“Sometimes you see a little child, running and hugging his /her mother, that is a

beautiful scene, unconditional love etc. but on the other hand I think I'm glad

that T don’t have a child. We are already aged, my husband is 10 years older than

me. I'm 40 and he is 50, and I don’t think we can cope with something like that.

Let's say a child is born and grew up, I'm going to board that child on the school

bus. I would have a heart attack, just thinking what may go wrong in the shuttle,

what if the driver did something to my child. ’'m not sure if I can handle

something like this at that age. You will leave the child with a caregiver, a maid,

leave your child with an uneducated, poorly informed woman. That’s why I do

not feel so sad anymore. | really do not feel upset about it at all anymore. [...]

Looking on the bright side, | do not know if it is really bright but | made a

positive side out of it for myself. | have no child, | am at ease, nothing to burden
me, I devote myself a lot of time.” (Filiz Moyar)®

Nevertheless, I also realized that for my respondents who could not have children due
to their experience of menopause, pursuing medical solutions in order to sustain the

possibility of having children stands in a significant place. The women | spoke with

% “Tabi ki bdyle bir endisem oldu. Bu endiselerim hala devam ediyor ama. Yani simdi evlendik bitti
oh tamam, aldim bitti gibi olmuyor yani. Giiniin birinde bir evlat sahibi olma istegi ile karsima gegebilir
esim de yani. Boyle bir sey olmaz diye bir sey yok. Higbir seyin garantisi yok ¢iinkii.” (Filiz Moyar)

% “Hani evet bazen bdyle aa ne giizel gocuk sariliyor, kosulsuz sevgi falan tamam eyvallah giizel ama
bir yandan da iyi ki yok ya diyorum. Bir de yasimiz da biiyiik ya, esim benden 10 yas biiyiik. Ben 40
0 50, kafamiz da almaz ya. Diyelim ¢ocuk dogdu, biiyiidii ve servise bindirecegim. Ben 6liiriim o servis
s0forli cocuguma ne yaptt ne yapmadi diye. Benim yagim kaldirmayabilir bu isi artik. Bakiciya mi
birakacaksin, elin bakicisina m1 birakacaksin bilmedigin, egitimsiz, bilgisiz kadina m1 birakacaksin. O
yiizden o kadar {iziilmiiyorum artik. Hig iiziilmiiyorum yani desem yeridir. [...] Isin olumlu taraflarina
bakarsak yani bu olumlu mu bilmiyorum ama kendime gore bir olumluluk tarafi yarattim. Cocugum
yok rahatim, kafam rahat, kendime zaman ¢ok ayiriyorum.” (Filiz Moyar)
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about this issue mention the advancements in medical technologies ‘gratefully’, one
of which is ‘egg freezing’ allowing women to have children also after fertile ages.
Cansel, who is not married, explained that her stress related with menopause
drastically decreased when she had her eggs frozen; although, the possibility of
having children in the near future is not very high for her due to the lacking of a proper
male partner. Similarly, Filiz expressed sadness about this possibility of egg freezing
since she missed that chance.

“I started having periods when I was seeing my doctor and I said to myself that

since | am seeing a doctor and I have eggs, let’s freeze the eggs; and then I had

the courage to do something | have never dared to before. | realized that this

process can eliminate my fear a little bit; because you can still have kids even
after you are in menopause.” (Cansel Keskin)®

“Freezing the eggs could have been an option. Science allows it. Yet | was too
late for all of it.” (Filiz Moyar)®’

Brook argues that evaluating the experience of menopause without considering its
relations with menstruation is quite difficult (1999). In that sense, | posed a question
to my respondents in order to seek interpretations about the meanings of menstruation
according to them. Upon this guestions many of my respondents declared that they
feel themselves relieved about getting rid of menstruation referring to limitations on
daily life, PMS syndrome, cost of sanitary napkins and fatigue related with bleeding.
However, some of them also affirmed that they realized how precious is bleeding
despite its discomforts after they experienced menopause. About this issue, Tiilin
mentioned HRT in a positive way due to the fact that it triggers menstruation.

“Even though I was on vacation I was really happy when I had my period after
a long time. We were at the beach, it was the second day of our holiday, we were

% <0 ara gegen siireglerde doktora giderken adet olmalar baslayinca dedim ki madem sey var doktora
gittim, yumurtalar filan da var, yamurtay1 toplayalim dedi. Hi¢ normalde cesaret edemedigim bir seye
0 zaman cesaret ettim. Aa dedim bu korkumu aslinda bir nebze rahatlatir. En azindan ¢iinkii menopoza
bile girsen gocuk sahibi olabiliyorsun.” (Cansel Keskin)

9 «“Yumurta dondurma gibi bir énlem alinabilirdi aslinda. T1p buna izin veriyor. Ama bunlarin hepsi
icin ben ge¢ kalmistim.” (Filiz Moyar)
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only going to stay one week there, and | was not even thinking about not being
able to swim.” (Cansel Keskin)%®

“Exactly, I was feeling much better when I had periods after taking those pills. I
do not know if it is because you feel fertile or maybe the body relaxes. | am not
having periods now, am | unhappy? | am feeling fine about it if my body is fine.
Because what do we always want? We all want to have periods forever. Last
year in November | had my period on its own accord. | was shocked since | was
not using any pills for four months. Was | unhappy? No, | was happy. Why was
I happy? Why do women feel happy? Because the bloating in your stomach goes
away instantly and you feel awesome. And | just had a baby but knowing that
you can never have another child makes you sad.” (Tiilin Piir)®

“When you are having your period regularly you just want them to finish quickly
because of all the changes in your body. However, when you are in menopause
you realize having your periods is a blessing. You even miss the menstrual
cramps and it is very healthy to have your hormones on healthy levels.” (Hale
Toprak)®

“For instance, at home I have lots of tampons and sanitary pads. I could not give

them away. Even if | have my period again, why do | need to have sanitary pads
in different sizes at home? | could just keep a few and give away the rest; I don’t
know why, but I just keep them all.” (Hale Toprak)'®

At this point, as a woman who suffers from polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS), I
also can sympathize with them about this issue; because bleeding is a kind of
achievement for me too; even | sometimes envy women who complain about their

PMS syndrome.

% “Hatta uzun zaman sonra ilk adet oldugumda bir sevinmistim hatta tatilde oldugum halde bir
sevindim sormayin. Denize gitmisiz tatilimizin ikinci giinii, bir hafta kalacagiz. Beni aklima hani
denize giremeyecegim filan bile gelmiyor.” (Cansel Keskin)

9 “Aynen 6yle, ben o yiizden o ilaglar1 igip de adet oldugum zaman kendimi ¢ok iyi hissediyordum.
Artik hani dogurgan mu hissedersin, viicudun verdigi bir rahatlama m1? Simdi adet olmuyorum, ¢ok
mu mutsuzum? Hi¢ de takilmiyorum yani viicuduma bir zarar vermedigi siirece. Clinkii hep ne isteriz?
Hep adet olmayu istiyoruz. ilk defa gegen sene kasim ayinda kendiligimden adet oldum. Ama ii¢ dort
aydir falan ilag kullanmiyordum sok oldum. Sevinmedim mi? Hayir, sevindim yani. Cok sevindim
neden? Niye seviniyor insan? Soyle, karnimzin sigkinligi bir anda iniyor, o kadar iyi hissediyorsunuz
ki kendinizi. Bir de ben daha yeni dogum yapmistim ama bir daha ¢ocuk doguramayacaginizi bilmek
de ¢ok iiziicii oluyor.” (Tiilin Piir)

100 «“Adet goriirken iste aylik sikintilar olunca insan aman hemen bitse de rahatlasam diyor. Ama
menopoza girince anliyorsunuz ki o biiyiik nimetmis. O sancilar bile 6zlenir hale gelebiliyor. Ciinkii
psikolojik olarak iste yaslandim disiincesi, bir de hormonun g¢aligmasi da saglikli bir sey.” (Hale
Toprak)

101 «“Mesela benim evde bol bol tamponlarim, boy boy orkidlerim posetin icinde duruyorlar. Onlar1 bir
tiirli veremedim. Yani belki tekrar kanamam olur diyeyse bile neden boy boy hepsinden duruyor, degil
mi? Bir iki tane dursun gerisini ver degil mi, bilmiyorum ama boyle.” (Hale Toprak)
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Due to the finitude of reproductive abilities the experience of menopause may be
challenging and socially pressurize women by being childless. Some women
mentioned that they feel uncomfortable when someone asks about if they have
children and/or why they do not have children. Gaye expressed her extreme feeling
of shame regarding these kinds of questions and added that they do not influence her

that much now as is used to be.

“Of course, I felt it a lot. I felt it a lot over the years. I still get questions about
it. Some question why I do not have any kids at the age 48, and I tell them ‘I
could not’ and shut them away. It was not always like this. In the past when
someone asked me this question | felt mortified. | felt incomplete. I used to think
I was an incomplete woman. Everybody has kids. There were times | had uproars
because | did not have any kids. Of course, | felt this way, society pressures you
about this.” (Gaye Caliml1)'%?

Before my fieldwork, | assumed that the issue of reproductivity in relation with the
feeling of losing femininity would be much more visible in women who are unmarried,
or married but do not have children. In this regard, the findings of field was surprising
for me because | realized that this is not necessarily the case in every women. In fact,
except from Gaye and Filiz, who both experienced menopause at the very early ages
(before 35 years old), the majority of women, who have no children either by choice
or due to being single, emphasized that their experience of menopause did not make
a devastating impact on their lives. Only Cansel, who is unmarried, declared that she
is frustrated as she is unable to become a mother, which also makes her question about
the meaning of her life. Others on the other hand like Suna, who is married but did
not want children, and Giizin, who is single, expressed that they did not feel remorse
about being childless; although the arrival of menopause reminded the problem and

made them think about their choices once more.

“For 3-5 months I felt ‘I have never got married, nor | had kids, what happens
now? Was it all this?’ I have never felt I could have kids. What really struck me

102 “Tabii tabii ok hissettim. Yillar boyunca ¢ok hissettim. Hala hala bana soranlar var. Gelmisim 48
yasina, bana hala niye senin ¢cocugun yok diyenler oluyor. Ben de diyorum ki ‘olmadi.” Deyip kestirip
atryorum. Ama eskiden Oyle degildi. Birisi bana bu soruyu sordugu zaman, yerin dibine giriyordum.
Kendimi eksik hissediyordum. Ben tam bir kadin degilim galiba diyordum. Herkesin ¢olugu var,
¢ocugu var. Niye benim yok diye isyan ettigim zamanlar da oldu. Olmaz olur mu yani toplum baskisi.”
(Gaye Calimlr)

159



about menopause was the issue of kids. | feel that when a woman went through
everything in life at a right time and on top of that have kids then menopause is
nothing to fear. In a way, | think that after 1 — 2 years life gets simpler and
women get more comfortable.” (Cansel Keskin)®

“It was too late when I thought about it; in fact, I can say that I barely thought
about it. Raising kids requires having responsibilities. And when | thought about
it I was too late. Fortunately, | did not have any; as a result, | cannot comment
on this issue, in fact | barely can remember how/when | got my periods.
Everything normal and the way it should be that | do not even have memories. |
see being without kids as an advantage. For instance, when people learn my age
they automatically assume that | am like this because I do not have kids. My life
view is just different. When you don’t have kids, when you don’t have those
responsibilities, you are more relaxed, and you can move around more freely. If
your husband is understanding and open minded, then you can continue as free
as you were before you got married.” (Suna Elibol)***

“When I first learn T was in menopause | wish | had Kids, but it did not wreck
me that much to be honest. I had ‘if only’s, but there was nothing I could do
since I was unmarried and there was no one who thinks similarly. It did not make
me feel | need to rush things about getting married.” (Giizin Celik)'%

Statements of Suna and Giizin reveal that being childless and anxiety over losing
reproductivity do not necessarily relate with each other. This is also apparent from

Sinem’s and Zuhal’s statements, which are given place at the very beginning of this

103 «““Ee ben hi¢ evlenmedim, cocugum da olmadi, peki simdi ne olacak, hayat bu muymus buraya
kadar miymis’ gibi bir duyguya kapilip onu ¢ok uzun siire yaklasik 3-5 ay filan bu duygularin etkisini
yasadim. Cocugumun olmayabilecegini ben hi¢ diisiinmiiyordum ¢iinkii. Beni menopoz konusunda en
¢ok etkileyen ¢ocuk mevzusu oldu. Ama 6biir tiirlii hayatinin siirelerini dogru bir sekilde yasamis
insanlar i¢in menopozun, bir de ¢ocugu da varsa, korkulacak bir sey oldugunu diisiinmiiyorum. Bir
anlamda aslinda insanlarin {izerinde o 1-2 yillik siirecin Gtesinde hayatin daha sadelestigini daha
rahatladigini falan diisiiniiyorum ben.” (Cansel Keskin)

104 «Cok gec diisiindiin yani aslinda diisiinmedim diyebilirim. Cocuk biiyiitmek ¢cok sorumluluk sahibi

olmay1 gerektiren bir sey. Diisiindiigiim zaman da zaten ge¢ kalmistim. Iyi ki de olmanus, o yiizden
hani isin o tarafini bilmiyorum hatta ne zaman nasil regl oldugumu bile hatirlamiyorum su an. Her sey
bana o kadar normal ve olmasi gereken bir seymis gibi geldi ki. O yiizden hi¢ hatirimda bile degil.
Cocuksuz olmay1 avantaj olarak goriiyorum ben. Mesela benim yasimi sorup 6grenenler. ‘A demek ki
cocuk yapmadig i¢in boyle’ diye onunla bagdastiriyorlar. iste daha boyle geng goriinmemi daha rahat
olmami kastederek. Hayata bakis acim daha farkli. Cocuk olmayinca 6yle bir sorumlulugu
istlenmeyince daha rahat daha 6zgiir daha serbest hareket edebiliyor insan. Esin de daha anlayisli daha
acik goriislii birisiyse, evlenmeden once nasil dzgiirsen dyle devam ettirebiliyorsun aslinda.” (Suna
Elibol)

105 ]k menopoza girdigimi dgrendigimde, keske bir ¢ocuk sahibi olsaydim diye diisiindiim. Ama bu
bende ¢ok biiylik bir ¢cokiintii yaratmad: acgik¢asi. Hani keskem oldu. Ama yani yapilacak bir sey yok
¢linkii hani bir evlilik de olmadig1 i¢in, diisiinebilecegim tarzda bir insanla da karsilagmadigim igin o
siiregte... Hani bir ¢abuklastirayim, evleneyim gibi bir seye de girecek kadar da onemsemedim
acike¢asi.” (Glizin Celik)
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section. It reveals that emotional distress about losing reproductivity may not solely
be an individual issue; but have social foundations about the meanings related with

the feminine ethos.

The loss of reproductive abilities may also be an important dynamic making women
to question their identity as feminine person and perceive the experience of
menopause as a threat to feminine identity. Some women defined this issue as ‘hard
to adapt’ or ‘hard to accept’. Piraye was one of my respondents who deeply suffered
from the arrival of menopause and even defined it as a personal tragedy for her; not
only from the aspect of reproductivity but also due the decrease in her libido and her

decaying body.

“I could not accept that my functions as a woman ended. | could not make peace
with itand I rebelled against it. | was not expecting the timing and it finished all
at once. If it was gradual | could have expected it. As | know menopause is a
part of getting old and decreasing levels of estrogen leads to old age, my skin
and hair changed. On top of it, | am divorced, and | am a single woman. | need
to cope with life all by myself, | need to fight more, and | need to rush to
everything myself. With my sexual desires diminishing | felt like I turned into a
man... I lost my identity in between life’s challenges. I lost my identity as a
woman.” (Piraye Yiiksek)%®

During our talks, she mentioned her years of youth with a great longing and admitted
that she still rebels against the idea of both aging and menopause. She related her

distress about the image of menopausal women in the society as well.

“When a woman enters menopause the aging really begins and the image of
being a women shatters. You know with no longer being fertile... Furthermore,
there is a perception. When you look at a woman, regardless of her age, she can
be older than be, she can still be beautiful and has a certain sexual appeal. You
can say that “Look, what a sexy woman”. Yet, when you hear in word
menopause in that conversation this perception immediately shatters. Even when
you can find a woman well-groomed and sexy regardless of her age, when you

106 “Kadinlik fonksiyonlarinin hani bitmesi, kabul edemedim bunu. Kesinlikle kabullenemedim, gok
biiyiik bir isyan oldu. Beklemedigim hem zamansiz, hem birden olmasi. Hani bdyle alistirarak filan
olsayd1 hadi tamam beklenen bir siire¢ olabilirdi. Ve menopozun da bir yaslanma siireci oldugunu hani
Ostrojenin viicutta bitmesinin kadim yaghliga siiriikledigini bildigim icin cilt dokusu, sa¢ dokusu
degisiyor. Bir de ben bosanmis oldugum i¢in, tek kadin oldugum icin, hayatla da kendi basima
miicadele halinde oldugum i¢in yani daha ¢ok savagmam lazim daha ¢ok ugragsmam lazim, her seye
benim kosturmam lazim derken 6zellikle cinsel diirtiilerin de gitmesiyle beraber ben birden bire boyle
tam hani tam artik erkek gibi... Tam hayatin yasam kaygilarinda, miicadelesinde kosusturmasinda filan
kimligimi kaybettim. O kadin kimligimi kaybettim.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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realize that she is in menopause there is a certain awkwardness. It is as if ‘Ah,
she is no good then’”. (Piraye Yiiksek)™’

The subjective experience of Piraye is also related with ‘beauty’, which is one of the
constructing elements of feminine ethos. Based on my personal observations and her
statements, | can say that Piraye is a very attractive woman with her blond hair and
blue eyes, who meets the Western beauty standards. Therefore, it should be noted here
as well; although, her perception of beauty and its relation with her experience of
menopause will be elaborated in the following section dedicated to the discussions
related with youth and beauty.

Another crucial element related with her statement reveals itself in the last sentence
of her response, which is feeling useless. The exact word useless appeared in many
interviews with various women, which is interesting to note; although considering the
fact that all my respondents consist of a socially privileged group of women, who are
professionals and achieved a substantial level of autonomy in their lives. When |
noticed the high frequency of the word useless, | made a small arrangement in my
interview template and reformulated as a question to pose at my respondents by asking
whether they feel themselves as less useful related with their experience of

menopause. Some of my respondents agreed on this.

“For a while after menopause | did not feel beautiful. | think that depression and
all of it is related with fertility. You think as if you are no longer useful for
anything. | got on the verge of tears and felt like crying whenever this topic was
on. It affected me a lot psychologically.” (Esra Karadeniz)'®

107 “Menopoza giren kadinin artik tamamen yaslanma siirecine girdigi o kadin imaj1 yikiliyor.
Dogurganligin gitmis olmasi filan. Hatta daha ziyade bakin algi denen bir sey var. Yani simdi bir
kadina bakin giizel yani seksapeli oldugunu, yasi fark etmez benim yasimda olabilir daha biiyiik
olabilir, baktiginiz zaman bir seksapeli vardir. Aa ne hos kadin ne seksi kadin dersiniz. Ama o
konusmanin igerisine menopoz lafi girdigi anda o algi birden bozulur yani. Yani kadim siz seksi
gérmenize ragmen yast da olsa bakimli hos seksi goriinen bir kadin olarak goriiyorsunuzdur. Ama
menopoz lafi igin i¢ine girip doniip sey oldugu zaman nedense birden bire ‘hi’ gibi bir durum so6z
konusu oluyor. HHmm ‘O ige yaramaz’ gibi bir durum oluyor iste.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

108 «“Menopozdan sonra kendimi giizel hissetmedim uzun bir siire. Iste o duygusal ¢okiintiiyle beraber
hepsi yine aslinda dogurganlikla baglantili diye diisiiniiyorum. Ha iste bundan sonra ne ige yararim ki;
filan diye disiiniiyorsun. Bu konuyla ilgili konusuldugunda da gozlerim doluyordu, aglamak
istiyordum. Psikolojik olarak ¢ok etkilemisti beni.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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“In Turkish society, I feel that, fertility of women is a good thing and if a woman
is not fertile then she is not useful. Isn’t that the case?” (Filiz Moyar)'%°

“I have never wanted kid. I still do not want kids. Yet, that feeling is heavy for
a woman. | questioned that feeling also. | asked myself why | am feeling bad
because of something | have never wanted and no longer can have. | used to ask
my doctor everyday “Is there a risk of me getting pregnant?”” I do not know why
| ask that. I mean a risk of pregnancy. The question of whether I can get pregnant.
Is it a scientific curiosity or my subconscious, | do not even want to know. I do
not know how I would feel if the doctor answers there is absolutely no risk; the
doctor answered me ‘the risk is too small to even consider’ the last time I asked.
But yes, there is a feeling of uselessness to it.” (Hale Toprak)*

“I would be lying if I told you I did not feel it too much. Yes, at first saying it
out loud made me feel like everything has come to an end. As if you are half a
person, something is lost, like after a certain age woman lose all their aspects
and you become useless.” (Giizin Celik)!**

Even women, who declared that their experience of menopause did not caused them
high levels of emotional distress such as Glizin and Hale, emphasized that the feeling
of uselessness has haunted them for a while especially at the beginning. It should be
noted though, not only the feeling of uselessness but also the distress related with loss
of femininity were permanent fort the majority of women that | spoke with. They
underlined that through time they were able to manage these feelings and eventually
felt better about themselves focusing on their other subjective achievements as
women. On the other hand, several women objected to the idea of feeling useless.
Zehra and Fulden even considered it as a positive development due to the fact that

they are now free from the risk of pregnancy.

109 “Tiirk toplumunda sanirim, kadmnin dogurgan olmasi iyi bir sey, dogurgan degilse ise yaramaz.
Degil mi 6yle bir diisiince var.” (Filiz Moyar)

110 “Hi¢ ¢ocuk istemedim. Hala da istemem. Ama o insana bir agir geliyor gercekten. Ben de
sorguladim ama bu hissi. Zaten istemedigim bir gey, garantiye aldin artik niye kotii hissediyorsun diye.
Ama insana bir agir geliyor. Belki ise yaramazlik hissi mi, kadinligim bitti gibi bir his mi ortaya karisik
boyle duygular yasadim. Hatta her giin iste doktora soruyorum ‘Risk var mi?’ diye. Onu niye
sordugumu bilmiyorum. Gebelik riskinden s6z ediyorum. Hamile kalir miyim sorusu. Bilimsel merak
mu, bilingaltimdan onu bilmek mi istiyorum. Hi¢ yok derse nasil hissederim hani yok denecek kadar
az dedi en son gittifimde ama evet dyle bir ise yaramazlik hissi var sanirim.” (Hale Toprak)

11 “Cok olmadi desem yanlis sdylerim. Evet, oldu ilk baslarda bunu sdylemek sanki her sey bitmis
gibi hissediyordum. Sanki bdyle yarim bir insan oldum bir seyin kaybolur da hani sey olur ya, onun
gibi belli bir yastan sonra sanki tiim 6zellikleri yitiriyor kadmlar da ¢ok fazla bir ise yaramaz mu
kategorisine sokuluyor.” (Giizin Celik)
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“T have never felt like that. On the contrary, I felt happy. Consequences of an
unwanted pregnancy are worse. | am at an age | can be a grandmother. It is
meaningless to feel upset about it.” (Zehra Simsek)!*2

“I did not feel like that; I had tubal ligation after I had my second child at the
age of 33. | have made my decision that day. I thought that | cannot have more
than 2 kids and I took a precaution myself, like a birth control.” (Fulden
Karaca)®

Others like Deniz, Nehir and Melek disagreed about feeling useless and opposed at
the social construction of feminine, as if they are only consisting of ‘being
reproductive’. Even Deniz underlined proudly that she felt herself more valuable due
to her other subjective achievement as a woman, who managed to carry the

responsibility of her family and achieved her career goals.

“There is a perception that womanhood ends after infertility ends, as if
womanhood is all about fertility. | personally do not feel like anything lessens
from your personality or womanhood. | have never been in a psychological state
like that. My only function as a woman is not giving birth. As a matter of fact, |
have gained a lot of respect with my age. | feel like | have gained value. You
prove yourself. This applies to your professional life as well. Ultimately you take
responsibility of a family and you make it work. And I also feel I accomplished
stuff. It does not necessarily mean that you will have a top career etc. But you
support a family. | feel more self-confident on top of it all, and this affects my
social relations and brings you a prestige. You do not feel anxious about what
other people might talk about you like you did during your young adulthood.
Maybe society expects less of you with age and this might have created a sense
of comfort.” (Deniz Ozgiir)'**

112 «“Hj¢ yle bir sey hissetmedim. Bilakis mutlu oldum. Ciinkii istenmeyen bir hamilelik oldugunda
onun sonucu ¢ok daha kotii bir sonug. Bu saatten sonra anneanne olacak yasa gelmisim. Cok anlamsiz
bir sey ona iiziilmek bence.” (Zehra Simsek)

113 «Oyle bir hisse kapilmadim, ¢iinkii ben ikinci cocugumu 33 yasimda yaptigimda tiiplerimi
baglattirmistim. Ben zaten o gilin karar vermistim. Ben iki ¢ocuktan fazla ¢ocuk yapamam diye
diistinmiistiim ve kendi ¢apimda bir dogum kontrol yontemi olarak.” (Fulden Karaca)

114 «“Sey imaj1 var iste kadinhig bitiyor ya insanin sanki kadin sadece dogurganlik siirecinden ibaretmis

gibi. Ben sahsen onun dyle oldugunu diisiinmiiyorum yani senin insanligindan kisiliginden bir sey veya
kadinligindan bir sey eksilmiyor. Ben hi¢bir zaman dyle bir psikolojiye girmedim. Benim kadin olarak
tek fonksiyonum dogurmak degil neticede. Ben aslina bakarsan daha sayginlik kazandim yagsla beraber.
Daha deger kazandigimi diisliniiyorum. Ciinkii bir sekilde kendini ispatlamis oluyorsun bir kere.
Mesleginde de Oyle. Sonugta bir ailenin sorumlulugunu aliyorsun, yiiriitiiyorsun. Bir seyleri de
basardigimi diisiiniiyorum. Tamam illa béyle asir1 yiiksek bir kariyerin olmayabilir vs. ama sonugta bir
aile gecindiriyorsun. Ben kendimi daha 6zgiivenli hissediyorum bir kere, bu benim sosyal iligkilerime
de yansiyor, sayginlik getiriyor size. Genglik yillarindaki kadar tedirgin olmuyorsun insanlar hakkimda
ne derler diye. Belki toplumun beklentisi de azaliyor yasla birlikte bu da bir rahatlik yaratmis olabilir.”
(Deniz Ozgiir)
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Deniz’s above mentioned remark about her subjective state as more valuable is
especially important; because she also highlighted that her increased personal
value reflects on her social relationships as well and she thinks she has gained
a certain level of respectability in her middle aged years. Here, women’s
engagement of an active work life, or more importantly the identity as a
‘professional” manifests itself as an important dealing mechanism against social
and subjective devaluation of middle aged women. Parallel with the arguments
of feminist theory, in the case of menopause and middle age as well,
participating in the work life shows itself a highly significant ‘bargain’ with
heteronormative domination. This issue has put into words by Nehir and Melek

as well.

“I do not have those idea; yes, | am a woman, but | do not regard myself solely
as a woman, my life is not built on the fact that I am a woman. | am educated, |
have a profession, | am working, | have a child. | have my identity as a mother,
and as an employee, etc. Other than my identity as a woman; so just because one
of your identities is gone does not mean the others will be gone as well. Maybe
it can be harder for woman who do not have any profession. If you have built
your existence on womanhood and motherhood and being a wife to your
husband, then it can be harder.” (Nehir Erdem)®

“When I look at the whole picture, being a wife, being a mother, being successful
at work, being a manager, | see that being a woman is not the whole thing. What
you lose is a minority, a quarter of what there is, three out of four. The quarter |
am talking about is consisting of ideas like, | would like to lose some weight, |
wish symptoms of aging to slow down, | wish I could be this energetic for
another 10 years. When you think about these there are negative aspects that you
do not feel good about. When you reduce your line of thinking to some aspects
like my sex desire decreasing, yes, | feel belittled; but overall, I do not feel like
that.” (Melek Zeyrek)

115 “y'a benim &yle seylerim yok, ben hani kendimi onun iizerinden yani kadm olmanin iizerinden, evet
kadiniz ama, hayatimin biitiinii kadin olmak iizerinden kurulu degil. Iste okudum bir meslek sahibiyim,
calistyorum ¢ocugum var bir isim var. Yani sadece kadinlik degil iste annelik eslik isteki kimlik vs.
Hani onlar da var o ylizden birinin eksilmesi digerlerinin ortadan kalkmasi anlamina gelmiyor. Meslek
sahibi olmayan ¢aligsmayan kadinlar i¢in belki daha zor olabilir. Yani ¢ilinkii varligini onun {izerinden
kurduysan eger, anne ve kadin, kocamin karisi {izerinden kurduysan daha zor olabilir.” (Nehir Erdem)

116 “Genel, biitiin tablonun iginde, onun i¢inde her sey var ama, es olmak, anne olmak, iste bagarili

olmak, ydnetici olmak, biitiin kimlikleri koyunca o biitiin ¢ogunlukta, azalan seyler daha azinlikta ya

da ceyregi diyeyim, 4’te 3’li hala ¢ogunlukta. Ceyreginde ne var, biraz kilo versem, biraz yaslilik

belirtileri bu kadar hizlanmasa, biraz daha yavas gitse, bir 10 sene daha bu enerjide olsam, azalmasa

falan. Bunlar1 diisiinerek o olumsuz ya da iyi hissetmedigin taraflar var. Genel olarak yasamdan
165



Both Melek, who is a lawyer, and Nehir, who is an engineer, are the ones in my
respondents working in highest top managerial positions with a professional
background. Correspondingly, they also represent the highest limit of monthly income
within my participants. It may be beyond coincidence that both of them noted in a
very similar way that their subjectivity is more than being ‘feminine’. After their
responses | evaluated other responds retrospectively and found out that the women
such as Esra, Sinem and Piraye, who are most negatively influenced from the
experienced of menopause, are also the ones who do not have a professional identity
and represents the lowest income group. To be more precise | should clarify their
occupational background. Esra, who graduated from the faculty of Open University
and Sinem are both public officials corresponding to the income group of 1500-3000
TL. Similarly, Piraye, who is a high school graduate and working as a managerial
assistant in a privileged public institute, declared that she also earns between 1500-
3000 TL. Furthermore, Gaye and Filiz, who can be considered as ‘exceptional’ cases
due to their experience of ‘early’ menopause, are both white-collars employed in
managerial positions of different banks. In contrast to Esra, Sinem and Piraye, it may
be asserted that Gaye’s and Filiz’s professional background and social status may
provide them an important support in order to cope better with devaluation. |
acknowledge that these kind of propositions may easily lead to reductionist
generalizations and | do not intend to make one; yet from my data | argue that working
in high status jobs, or professionality in general, contributes in women’s subjectivity
and in their identity as women so that heteronormative claims constructing feminine

ethos can be overcome.

As mentioned in several statements of women, another coping mechanism against
devaluation of women’s identity may manifest itself in the form of experiencing
menopause under a ‘cloak of silence’ (Dickson, 1990), which not only escalates

women’s invisibility in their middle age years; but more importantly, carries the risk

aldigim zevk azalmis degil. Bir seylere, cok odaklara indirgersen, cinsel isteklerin azaldig: i¢in de
azalmig olabilir ama hepsine baktigimda ¢ok azalmig hissetmiyorum.” (Melek Zeyrek)
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of making women vulnerable in terms of hegemonic manipulations like
medicalization for example; since the silence condemn women to experience this
remarkable change by alone and restrain from proliferation of any discourse
originated from their actual accounts of menopausal experience. My data also shows
parallelisms with Dickson’s argument by showing that women may choose not to
declare or intentionally hide their experience of menopause. Gaye gave herself an

example about this issue:

“Because fertility ends. Women can go through something like that. They can
feel psychological pressures within themselves. As a result, they might feel
reluctant to declare this to everyone. But today we have access to a lot
information so easily; | think this is not as well kept as it was. Or at least | think
that working women do not see it as a problem. They can confess easily. But if
we had this conversation 10 years ago maybe | would not have accepted to have
an interview with you. But now | am done with this issue, because my trouble
was something different, | was troubled because | could not have children. My
situation was very different. If we were having this conversation 10 years ago,
maybe | would have said “Yes, I cannot make peace with it and, so I feel the
need to hide it’, but now I do not feel this way. Because I have accepted it. I
spoke with my doctors. | went to a psychiatrist. | went to an endocrinologist. |
did everything I could do. As a result, | feel OK about it now. This are the rules
of nature nothing to do. Really, it is faith.” (Gayet Calimli)**’

Once again, Gaye emphasized that in her privileged work environment it is relatively
easier to talk about the experience of menopause, in which she also admits that this
may not be the case for all, despite recent social setting. From a similar, yet different
point of view Sinem shared her relationship with her in-laws and declared that she is
highly reluctant to talk about her experience of menopause with them; because her

17 “Dogurganlik bittigi igin. Kadmlarda 6yle bir sey olabilir. Psikolojik bir baski hissediyor olabilirler
kendi i¢lerinde. Dolayisiyla da bunu herkese deklare etmek istemeyebilirler. Ama simdi giinlimiizde
her tiirlii bilgiye o kadar ¢abuk ulasilabiliyor ki; bence bu da eskisi kadar saklanan bir sey degil artik.
Ya da en azindan bizim gibi ¢alisan insanlar ¢evresinde artik bu is sorun yapilmiyor. Aciklayabiliyor
cok rahatlikla. Ama eger siz benimle olan bu goriismeyi 10 sene 6nce bana séylemis olsaydiniz, o
zaman ben belki goriigmek istemeyebilirdim. Ama simdi bu isi kafamda bitirip astigim igin, ¢iinkii
benim olayim ¢ok farkliydi ben ¢ocuk sahibi olamama derdindeydim. Cok farkli bir durumdu
benimkisi. 10 sene 6nce konusuyor olsaydik belki derdim ki evet kabullenemedigim igin gizleme
geregi duyuyordum derdim ama simdi su anda Oyle bir sey yok. Ciinkii ben artik bunu kabullendim.
Yani doktorlarimla da konustum. Psikiyatriste de gittim. Endokrinologa da gittim. Yapabilecegim her
seyi yaptim. Dolayisiyla artik i¢in rahat. Yani doganin gercekleri bunlar, yapacak hicbir sey yok. Yazgi
gergekten.” (Gaye Calimlr)
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menopause has arrived relatively early in her age of 40. Additionally, from her

remarks it is understood that questions related with children make her uncomfortable.

“It is a natural thing, but you feel like people are going to see you poorly and
belittle you. I would be lying if | told you that I did not feel like this towards my
husband as well; with my husband I felt like a part of me was gone and | was a
half person without wanting to. But there is also something else. | accept things
more strongly as time goes by compared to the beginnings. But | do not talk
about it, I just brush it off. Because people always tell me, especially relatives
of my husband, since | am married | can have another child. Yes, I can. But | do
not want to talk about it especially with the relatives of my husband. | do not
know what kind of thing is this, maybe it would not be perceived differently,
why would it be? For instance, with my husband’s sister we talk like friends but,
I don’t know, if other relatives ask I just brush them off saying ‘I have two kids,
I am not thinking about having more.”” (Sinem Cigek)®

Cansel addressed another aspect of tendency of hiding the experience among women,
in which she describes menopause as a symbol of aging and elderliness. She
underlined that aging may be burdening especially for women and described this issue

with highly negative terms like ‘frightening’, ‘awful’, ‘limiting’ etc.

“Talking about menopause is like this. As fertility is gone and it is something
that limits your life and makes you go through terrible stuff no one wants to
share it in a detailed way. And it is like a symbol of old age. | am getting old
equals to menopause and thus everybody fears entering menopause and no one
talks about it. Even someone aged 55 does not want to talk about it. Sometimes
I feel like asking people how it was for you but I feel that people really don’t
want to talk about it. The see it as a flaw and they do not want to share this flaw.”
(Cansel Keskin)®

118 «“Aslinda dogal bir siire¢c ama sana bdyle ay zavalli, eksikmissin gibi bakacaklarmis gibi geliyordu.
Esime kars1 da sanki bdyle bir yanim sanki gitmis, eksik bir insan olmusum gibi bdyle ruh haline ister
istemez girdim, girmedim desem yalan olur girdim yani. Ama su da var. Ben zaman gegtikge daha ¢ok
kabulleniyorum ilk baslara nazaran. Ama konugmuyorum, sadece kestirip atiyorum. Ciinkii bana hep
sey derler evli oldugum igin, bir tane daha ¢ocugun olsun mesela 6zellikle esimin taraflari, bir tane
daha olsayd1 ne olurdu, bak daha erken yine yapabilirsin vesaire. O dyle. Ozellikle esimi taraflarinda
bu konuyu konugmak istemiyorum. Bilmiyorum o nasil bir seyse, aslinda farkli algilanmaz niye
algilansin ki? Mesela goriimcemle daha arkadag gibiyiz konusuyoruz ama ne bileyim akrabalardan
falan birisi olursa yok diisiinmiiyorum iki tane ¢ocugum var yeterli deyip gegistiriyorum.” (Sinem

Cigek)

119 “Menopozdan bahsetmek sdyle bir sey. Kadinlarin {iremesini bitiren bir sey oldugu igin ve hayatim

¢ok anlamda kisitlayip kotii seyler yasamasina sebep oldugu i¢in kadmlarin ¢ogu bunu etraflartyla

zaten paylasmak istemiyorlar. Bir de yasliligin sembolii oluyor sanki. Ben artik yaslandim demek

menopoz bu yilizden menopoza girmekten korkuyor herkes ¢ok. Bu ylizden de menopoza girdiginde

paylasmiyor. Kadin 55 yasinda filan mesela ama anlatmak istemiyor. Yani bazen ben de mesela senin
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Cansel’s remarks also address to another aspect of the issue mentioned in earlier
paragraphs. The silence of women about their experience of menopause resulting
from this behavior of hiding constitutes an impediment against women’s solidarity;
because according to Cansel, women not only abstain themselves from talking about
menopause in various social settings; but also in private conversations among women.
I argue that hiding the experience has political outcomes, which will be elaborated in

the next chapter.

Another important dimension creating the feminine ethos is, no doubt, sexuality.
Talking about sexuality with women in the field was challenging for me due our age
difference. As a researcher, | also felt uncomfortable about asking sexual lives of
women who are mostly near the age of my mother. In order to overcome this obstacle,
I reserved my questions related with sexuality near the end of my interview template;
because | thought that as our conversations develop, we may feel ourselves more
relaxed. My strategy worked for some and failed me in others; yet somehow | came
to a point, where | can draw several conclusions. However, in my opinion, much more
data is needed in order to clarify this issue. For example, | simply do not have enough
insight about their sexual life, what sexuality and/or sexual pleasure means for them
etc. | could ask all of these, yet | preferred not to; because | found it inappropriate to
come out of blue as a researcher and ask a newly met person about all these. At least
personally, I would find it indecent if | were the interviewee; therefore, | formulated

my questions related with sexuality rather naively.

In a very general sense, my respondents stand in two poles in terms of sexuality. Some
of them strongly argued that menopause is indifferent between couples regarding
sexuality. Others, which roughly represents two thirds of my respondents, on the other
hand, were very complainant about sexuality in middle age, and during menopause in
particular, by addressing different problems. To illustrate Zehra noted that her quality
of sexual life increased due to the elimination of pregnancy risk.

nasil gegcti filan diye soracak oluyorum ¢ok o konuya girmek istemiyor insanlar. Yani kendisinde bunu
bir kusur olarak goriiyor. Bu kusuru disariyla paylasmak istemiyor.” (Cansel Keskin)
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“Frankly, as we do not have a pregnancy risk we live more freely and joyously.”
(Zehra Simsek)'?

Others like Zuhal and Hale acknowledged that there may be some problems in
sexuality in middle; but they can be eliminated through a healthy dialogue between

partners.

“He had knowledge about it since the beginning. As a result, I can tell you he
was not detached from the situation. Maybe because he thought it as a normal
process, it was easier for us. It is only related with the emotional relationship
two people have between each other. If he can keep the intensity of that
emotional connection as it is, and if he can manage the situation | can say that
you will not get affected that much.” (Zuhal Isik)**

“It can cause aversion. Then you might need reciprocal communication, verbal
and physical dialogue, maybe a few things to spice it up, travelling together,
changing the routines to keep things alive. Or if it is a single woman and she has
a life outside she can add things to her life.” (Hale Toprak)*?

Melek’s remarks highlights that not the experience of menopause or middle age; but
the extent of time, which couples spend together, may play a detractive role. She
basically argues that through time the spark between couples tend to decrease between
couples in order to capture the right moment together with other dynamics like

intensive pace of life and other preoccupations.

“This is not even about menopause or not about something that menopause or
andropause created. It is like something that you would experience at the age of
25 or 30 if you were married at the age of 15. It can be like the time spent together
of two people getting too familiar or two people getting too familiar. Of course,
factor in the reduction in the physical energy with age. Then, what happens is,
I’ll go to work tomorrow and will wake up early becomes a reason or I have a
headache today and don’t feel well, the stuff that I’d pay attention, these carry
sexuality to priority number ten against these responsibilities. The priorities shift
from the young age. It is not just about the menopause line; everything is a factor

120 “Samimisini sdyleyeyim, en bagta hamilelik riskimiz yok, daha 6zgiir yasiyoruz, daha keyifli
yastyoruz.” (Zehra Simsek)

121 “Kendisinin ilk bastan beri bilgisi vardi. O yiizden ¢ok uzak kalmadi diyebilirim. O da normal
oldugunu diisiindiigii i¢in belki, daha kolay oldu bizim i¢in. Tamamen iki kisinin birbirleriyle kurdugu
duygusal iliskiyle alakali bu durum. O duygusal iliski yogunlugu siirdiiriilebiliyorsa, bu siireci dogru
bir sekilde yonetebiliyorsa bence ¢ok etkilenmezsin.” (Zuhal Isik)

122 «fsteksizlik yapabiliyor. O zaman iste karsilikl iletisimle, sozlii diyalog, fiziksel diyalog, belki
heyecan katmak icin bir seyler yapmak, seyahate ¢ikmak, rutin hayati degistirmek filan gibi seylerle
canlandirmak gerekiyor. Ya da kadin bekarsa ve disarida bir hayati varsa o hayatina bir seyler
katabilir.” (Hale Toprak)
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in sexuality. In fact, the work gets tougher, the ageing concerns begin; parts of
me are started to sag off, get ugly, my belly is bigger etc. these change the
message you try to send across to the other people. This is not just a concern for
women but men also. The perceptions change, like it decreases, the signs of
sexuality decreases that are built on beauty or appeal. It can be actions or words
too, not just clothing. Since everything decreases, the possibility to catch the
correct moment decreases also. If you can get all those back together again, you
would still feel the same feeling. In the end, there are still two alive beings;
though the function, the will or the time decreased or reduced. There is no such
thing as; they can’t do it, they can. In the end, two people will get together and
experience something. This can be just kissing or something that can last for
long hours. This gets smaller as everything reduces down.” (Melek Zeyrek)?

When our conversation develops, she also underlined the cultural values may also
become a part of sexual activity and sexuality may be perceived as a shameful activity
especially for middle women, which should be avoided. She also claimed that the
identity of motherhood or grand motherhood may preclude the identity of women as

a sexual being.

“In general, in a Turkish or a Middle Eastern society, sexuality is perceived as a
man’s expectation and women’s response. If women put forth their expectations
and men physically cannot reciprocate; there might be a problem, otherwise they
wouldn’t experience any problems. However; ‘I’'m a mom, grandmom would it
be inappropriate if [ ask for such a thing?’ becomes a thought. What to display
to create appeal in men also becomes a thought. In general, the Turkish society
is married, monogamous and partners have been married for 40 something years,
the stuff to initiate this is reduced.” (Melek Zeyrek)'?*

123 “By menopozla ilgili bir sey de degil, menopoz ya da andropozun yarattig1 bir sey degil. 15 yasinda
evlenmis olsak 25 ya da 30 yasinda yasayacagin seye benzer bir sey. iki kisinin beraber ge¢irdigi vakti
eskimesi, ya da taraflarin birbirini ¢ok tanimasi olabilir. Tabi fiziksel enerji kaybini da diisiin yasla
beraber. Iste ne oluyor, yarm ise gidecegim, erkek kalkacagim zaten de bir neden olabilir, bugiin basim
agriyor kendimi hig iyi hissetmiyorum ya benim i¢in ta onuncu siradaki bir sey diye bir diislince de
olabilir. Genglikteki Oncelik siralari degisiyor. Sadece o menopoz ¢izgisiyle ilgili bir sey degil;
cinsellikte her sey etken. Aslinda isin yogunlasiyor, yaglanma endiseleri basliyor, artik oram buram
sarkt1, ¢irkinlesti, gobegim ¢ikti bilmem ne o zaman verdigin mesaj degisiyor karsi tarafa. Ya bu sadece
kadindan degil erkek tarafinda da ayn1 sey. Algilar degisiyor, sanki o sey azaliyor, cinsellik belirtileri
azaliyor hani iste o giizellik lizerinde kurulu olan ya da ne diyeyim cazibe iizerine kurulu olan. Hareket
veya s0z de olabilir sadece hani kilik kiyafet degil de. Hepsi azaldigi igin o dilim daraliyor ve dogru
an1 yakalama ihtimalin azaliyor ister istemez. O an1 yasatacak hani biitiin seyleri bir araya getirebilirsen
yine ayni1 seyi yasarsin. Sonugta iki tane canli var orada, ikisinin de tabi ki fonksiyonel olarak, istek
olarak, beraber gegirecegi vakit olarak seyler azalmistir iste nasil diyeyim, eksilmistir. Ama yapamaz
diye bir sey yok yani yapar. Sonugta iki kisi bir araya gelecek ve bir sey yasayacak. Bu sadece oplismek
de olabilir ya da ¢ok uzun saatler bagka seyler de olabilir. O biraz daraliyor biitiin seyler azaldig1 i¢in.”
(Melek Zeyrek)

124 “Genelde Tiirk toplumunda ya da Ortadogu toplumunda erkegin bir beklenti iginde olmasi ve
kadmin buna cevap vermesi gibi algilaniyor ya bence kurulma noktasi o cinselligin. Kadin beklentisini
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Physiological challenges related with the experience of menopause come to the
forefront such as hot flushes and vaginal dryness and they are reiterated by women as
crucial factors related with the decrease in sexual activity, quality of sexual
intercourse and pleasure. For instance, Tiilin and Sinem emphasized hot flushes and
imbalances in their body temperature, which makes them pull away from sexual
desire. In addition, Sinem stressed that she wishes her husband not to initiate any
sexual acts when she experience night sweats. Both Tiilin and Sinem evaluated this

as unfortunate in their statements.

“The last thing that you think when you are experiencing these sweats is your
sexual life. When in troubled moments, sweating, aching, would you think about
sex? No you wouldn’t. You can experience it when you are feeling better.
Unfortunately it is the case with this as well. It starts to skip compared to when
it is more ordered. This is the case with everyone, whoever denies it is lying. It
is impossible. It is not like a newlywed couple in their honeymoon. The other
party should not expect this from the other side as well.” (Tiilin Piir)!#°

“It is affecting the married women, to tell the truth. For example, you are sharing
the bed with your partner and when you are experiencing a hot flush you
wouldn’t want to have anyone near, including your partner. You wouldn’t want
your partner touching you. For example, in winter, sometimes, | get extremely
hot and uncover myself. My partner takes pity and covers me back telling that
I’d be cold. I tell him that to keep it uncovered and give me some space, because
of his bodily heat. I get up and walk around a bit. | have experienced these types
of things.” (Sinem Cigek)?®

ortaya koysa erkek onu fiziksel olarak karsilayamadiginda belki sikint1 yasar, onun haricinde sikinti
yasamaz. Ama o iste ben artik anneyim, anneanneyim, babaanneyim, bdyle bir sey istersem ayip mi
olur acaba. Ya da oram buram sarkti neyi ortaya koyayim, nasil bir cazibe yaratayim erkekte seyi
basliyor. Genelde de Tiirk toplumu evli, tek esli, kocastyla 40 yilin1 gecirmis artik, o seyi baslatacak
seyler azaliyor.” (Melek Zeyrek)

125 “Bu terlemelerin varken en son diisiinecegin sey cinsel hayatin oluyor. Simdi sikintili bir anda,
terlerken, iiflerken piiflerken ya da oran suran agriyor kasiklarin agriyor, cinselligi diisiiniir miisiin,
diistinmezsin tabi ki. Daha kendini iyi hissettigin zamanlarda ancak bunu yasayabilirsin. Bunda da dyle
oluyor maalesef. Belki daha diizenliyken daha teklemeye bagliyor. Herkesin yani, eger bende yok
diyorsa yalan soylityordur. Miimkiin degil, miimkiin degil yani. Teklemeler oluyor. Ne yapalim simdi
yeni evli balayi ¢ifti gibi olmuyor. O da beklenmemeli karsi taraftan.” (Tiilin Piir)

126 “Cinsellik anlaminda evli bir bayana etki ediyor evet gergegi sdylemek gerekirse. Mesela en

basitinden esinle bir arada ayni yatagi paylastyorsunuz, o olay1 (hot flush) yasadigin zaman hi¢ yaninda

olmasini bile istemiyorsun. Sana dokunmasin, etmesin, mesela kisin bazen ¢ok geliyor, ates basiyor,

istlimii agtyorum, esim de kiyamiyor diyor ki niye istiinii agiyorsun hemen Ortiiyor mesela. Yok

diyorum Ortme istiimii, ya da ne bileyim biraz 6teye gider misin erkegin bir sicagi var mesela biraz
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According to the majority of women one of the most significant physiological
hardship in sexual activity related with their experience of menopause is vaginal
dryness, which is sometimes led by decrease in sexual drive. About this issue many
women asserted that sexual intercourse becomes highly painful when dryness occurs.
As a result, women, who complained about vaginal dryness declared that they may
be more reluctant about sexual activity and; thus, cannot respond to their partner’s
sexual demands. They also indicated that this has a highly negative influence on
harmony between couples. About this issue Piraye noted that vaginal dryness is an
important; but also highly ignored result of the experience of menopause.

“Vaginal dryness is a very important topic that is ignored. Women going through

menopause experience dryness in their eyes, vagina and in general all over their

body. Dryness is inevitable; thus it is necessary to drink a lot of water and use
moisturizer for women going through menopause.” (Piraye Yiiksek)!?’

Aside from vaginal dryness, Piraye feels also highly uncomfortable about the decrease
in her sexual drives. She indicated that after the decrease in her libido as a divorced
women, who struggles with life alone, she feels herself not like a woman; but like a

man.

“Unfortunately, my sexual appetite decreased drastically, or at least this is how
it happened for me. For example, | ask my friends, other women who go through
menopause, and | read about it. Everybody does not feel the same, but in my
case all my sexual impulses completely disappeared. Zero. Came to an end, zero
I mean. | think that is my unluckiness. As | have said, | read and ask others about
this and they did not experience this; but these impulses really did disappear for
me. It is like someone pressed the delete button on the sexual part of my brain.
It got deleted. This leads to a state that you feel less of a woman.” (Piraye
Yiiksek)!%

daha 6teye git diyorum, fenalik basiyor kalkiyorum bir dolasiyorum, bunlari da yasadim yani.” (Sinem
Cigek)

127 «“Vajinal kuruluk ¢ok énemli bir sey hani onu hep atliyorlar. Menopoza giren kadinlarda gozlerde
kuruluk vajinada kuruluk, tiim viicutta kuruluk oluyor yani ciltte gozde vajinada. Kuruluk kaginilmaz
bir sey; yani menopoza giren kadinin ¢ok daha fazla su igmesi ¢ok daha fazla nemlendirici kullanmasi
gerekiyor.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

128 “Cinsel diirtiilerde maalesef bende bdyle oldu mesela soruyorum menopoza giren kadinlara.

Arkadaslara ¢cevreme veya okuyorum. Herkes ayni1 hissetmiyor ama benim hissettigim sey biitiin cinsel

diirttiler gitti, sifir. Sifir oldu, sifir. O da herhalde benim sanssizligim diye diisiiniiyorum. Dedigim gibi

soruyorum. Arkadaslara soruyorum, okuyorum bdyle olmayanlar ama ben de gercekten sifir oldu.

Bunun sifir olmasi da yani tamamen o diirtiilerin , istegin gitmesi kafada sanki o cinsel boliimde
173



Two women named Hande and Nehir, who also compliant about vaginal dryness,
declared that they are offered medication, which consist of estrogen, in order to
overcome dryness by their doctors. Yet, they refused to use it at the first stage. Hande
was my very first respondent and she was extremely shy talking about her sexuality
and since it was my first interview | could not dig further the motivations behind her
decision. Unlike Hande, Nehir later on decided to use the medication; because she
thinks that it decreases the quality of her sex life. Nonetheless, from her remarks I
gained an impression that Nehir’s motivation behind using medication was related

with herself not only satisfying her husband.

“I have been given a hormone. How should I put it?... Since these secretions are
reduced, | have been given something to increase lubrication and decrease the
dryness. However, I did not use it. [ don’t know, [ didn’t want to use it. Actually,
I even bought the medicine and the cream but I did not use it. I don’t know, I
guess | felt like 1 made the choice of not using it.” (Hande Kirmiz1)'?°

“Body blocks it a little, it reduces the will. Yes, it definitely reduces the will.
Not only it reduces the will, it also creates technical difficulties. For example,
even if I want it so much, I can’t have intercourse without lubricant. It is simply
not possible. These experiences are not easily shared. The greatest factor in my
life is vaginal dryness and it is not explicable. This is very strange. In fact, | was
advised to use vaginal estrogen. I didn’t use it but I’ll buy it. It is like a cream
that is used externally. It makes the area softer and moister. I didn’t use it but
I’m thinking about using. I didn’t want to use anything external. I thought, if it
ended than that was it. However, for example, even if you scrub a little hard in
the shower, it gets very agitated. This is a big issue. Ok, I’m near fifty years old,
but a fifty year old does necessarily not close the chapter in sexuality. | am not
in the mindset of no more sex. There are lubricants as | have said. Gay people
also use these. You try to get it going by with these, you see the benefits but they
are simply not like the natural feeling.” (Nehir Erdem)*®

beyinde bir delete tusu var ona basildi. O delete oldu, gitti yani. Bu da sonucunda s6yle bir sey yaratti.
Kadin gibi hissetmiyorsunuz bu sefer.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

129 “Bir hormon verdi. Ama sey degil ... Nasil anlatayim? Tabii ki salgilar da azaldi1 igin.
Kayganlagmaya sey yapacak, kuruluk problemini giderecek bir sey verdi. Ama ben kullanmadim.
Bilmiyorum yani kullanmak istemedim. Aslinda aldim ilaci da aldim, kremi de aldim. Ama
kullanmadim. Bilmiyorum yani, kullanmama tercihini yaptim diyelim.” (Hande Kirmizi)

130 “Beden biraz engelliyor, istegi de azaltiyor. Evet, istegi azaltiyor kesinlikle. Hem istegi azaltiyor,

hem de teknik aksakliklar yaratiyor. Cok isteseniz de bazen, mesela ben jelsiz iligkiye giremiyorum.

Miimkiin degil olmuyor yani. Simdi su tecriibeler dyle ¢ok kolay paylasilan seyler degil. Benim

hayatimdaki en biiyilik etki vajinal kuruluk ve yani anlatilir bir sey degil. Yani bu ¢ok ¢ok ilging.

Aslinda bu konuda bana tavsiye edilen vajinal strojendi. Kullanmadim ama alacagim onu. Krem gibi

haricen kullanilan bir sey ama her giin kullaniyorsunuz. Oranin daha yumusak ve 1slak olmasin
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As mentioned above, women’s reluctance toward sexual intercourse due to the pain
caused by vaginal dryness, becomes much more than a personal problem; but, turns
into a dispute which also concerns their partners. Not all but several women declared
that sexual activity is intrinsic to the marital relations. Therefore, even they feel pain
during intercourse, they feel at the same time they also feel responsible to conduct
their duty as wife towards their husbands. My participants, in that sense shows parallel
tendencies with Erol’s study (2014). To illustrate, Esra expressed herself with the
word feeling obliged and Filiz emphasized that she solely focuses on the satisfaction
of her partner during the intercourse despite the pain.

“You cannot secrete some things due to hormones. I don’t know the name but

when you cannot secrete a certain hormones it causes vaginal dryness and this

dryness turns into pain during sexual intercourse. Because it is painful, if you do

it, you feel like you are forced to do it. You feel like | have to do it considering

marriage relations. When you cannot perform, you feel like you will lose your

partner. I didn’t particularly feel like I’d lose my partner. Now, my partner can

leave for all I don’t care but during sexual intercourse you feel the pain and you

try to avoid it. You start to think like do not touch me and let’s do nothing.”
(Esra Karadeniz)™!

“Dryness is a big issue. You put up with the pain and such. Why? This is weird
to talk about but, there is a person you love on the other side and the only thing

sagliyor. Onu kullanmadim, kullanmay1 diisiiniiyorum. Yani disaridan bir sey almak istemedim ben
aslinda o yiizden kullanamadim. Sey gibi diisiindiim hani bittiyse bitmistir. Ama mesela banyoda biraz
sert bir sabunla yikansaniz bile ¢ok ajite oluyor. Hani en biiyiik sikint1 0. Tamam yasim 50’ye geliyor
ama. 50 yasinda bir insan da hani boyle diikkani kapatmiyor. Bdyle benim hayatimda seks yok artik
moduna girmedim. Jeller var iste sOyledigim gibi. Bunlari escinseller filan da kullaniyor
kayganlastiricilardan bahsediyorum. Bunlarla idare etmeye ¢alisiyorsunuz, faydasini da goriiyorsunuz
ama yine de dogali gibi degil kesinlikle.” (Nehir Erdem)

181 “Hormonal olarak belirli seyleri salgilayammyorsun. Bilmem ne hormonu varmis iste onu
saglayamayinca vajinada kuruluk oluyor mesela ve bu kuruluk cinsel birlesme sirasinda aciya
dontigiiyor. Aciya doniistiigii icin sen onu yapmak zorundaymissin gibi yapiyorsun. Hani bu evliligin
gerektirdigi bir sey, benim bunu yapmam gerekiyor diye diisiiniiliyor. Yapmazsan iste esini
kaybedecegin diisiincesi olusuyor. Hani ben 6yle bir kaybetme korkusunu pek yasamadim, su anda da
istese gidebilir hi¢c umurumda degil; ama iste cinsellik esnasinda o acty1 yasiyorsun ve bu sefer
yapmamak i¢in kendin de ¢aba harciyorsun. Hani dokunmasa da higbir sey yapmasam filan diye
diistinmeye bagliyorsun.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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you focus on is that person’s happiness. At that point, you do not care about
yourself and want that person to be happy.” (Filiz Moyar)**?

Although, many respondents’ deals with vaginal dryness as a problem related with
sexuality, not all women perceive this as a major problem. Instead, they noted that the
problem of vaginal dryness can be eliminated either through medication or with the
help of an understanding partner.
“I have similar problems, but you can compensate with some medicine.” (Gaye
Calimlr)™3

“I experience vaginal dryness. It is related to the will and enthusiasm. At that
point, partners have a lot to do. My partner needs to be understanding and have
the creativeness to make things get going.” (Hale Toprak)™*

Nevertheless, Hale’s point about partner is important, because not all partners behave
in a way that Hale asserted. For example, Hande complained about her husband and
men in general by indicating that men are incapable of understanding menopause,
which may lead to decrease in libido and vaginal dryness making women reluctant

towards any sexual activity.

“Sexuality is related to age and some other things. Sexual unwillingness is
maybe a result of this. I, of course, experience these things. This, inevitably,
leads to some problems with the partner. How can | explain this? Men tend to
understand this with great difficulty. They don’t understand sexual
unwillingness. | think this is due to, after having a children, outside of
menopause, women have a reduced willingness to have sex due to having lived
through of the whole process of having a child, especially after menopause. This
may result into some conflict between the partners.” (Hande Kirmiz1)'*®

132 «“Kuruluk, ¢ok biiyiik sikiti. Agriya vesaireye katlamyorsun, neden? Simdi konugsmak da tuhaf
bunu ama, nedeni su: ¢iinkii karginda sevdigin insan var kilitlendigin tek nokta o an onun mutlulugu.
Yani kendini birakiyorsun artik. O mutlu olsun.” (Filiz Moyar)

133 “Canim mesela bende de benzer sikintilar var. Ama onlar ilagla kompanse edebiliyorsunuz.” (Gaye
Calimli)

134 “Vajina kurulugu yasiyorum. O da yine o istekle ve coskuyla alakali. O zaman kars1 tarafa gok is
diisiyor. Anlayish ve iste onu hareketlendirecek yaraticiligi olmali.” (Hale Toprak)

135 «Cinsellik yasla ve baska seylerle alakali. Cinsel isteksizlik belki bunun bir seyi. Bunlar1 yasiyorsun

tabii ki. Esinle de tabii ki bir sekilde sorun oluyor. Onu nasil anlatayim? Erkekler bunu, bu seyi biraz

zor anliyorlar gibi geliyor. Cinsel isteksizligi anlamiyorlar. Ben seye bagliyorum. Cocuk sahibi

olduktan sonra menopozun disinda, artik kadin o dogurganlig1 yasadiktan sonra birazcik daha cinsel
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Hande described that the experience of menopause may lead to problems in marital
relationships. From the perspective of women, it may be argued that sexuality, which
becomes like a duty or obligation, burdens women and make them feel a pressure. It
should also be noted that dealing with that pressure may not be easy either considering
the sensitivity of the issue. Additionally, sexuality in marriage is perceived as a must
and within heteronormative values responding men’s sexual desire is mostly seen as
women’s duty. Therefore, not only husbands but women also experience hard time
placing themselves as the subject of sexual pleasure and/or placing themselves in a
demanding position in terms of sexual pleasure. Instead, words like responsibility,
obligation, and duty come to the forefront.

“I feel the pressure, yes. You don’t want to, but you need to. It transforms into a

responsibility.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

“You feel obligated to do it whenever you feel well. It turns into a task you need
to fulfill. It is not the same as the young and newlywed times. It changes so fast
and there is nothing you can do about it.” (Tiilin Piir)**

“This is my most problematic issue. Maybe it is just me, maybe a lot of women
experience this. This is my main problem with menopause. | first said | did not
experience any problems but actually this is an issue for me. My partner doesn’t
quite understand this. This is a topic where | am less willing and more avoiding.
My partner doesn’t understand this. I tell my partner that I went through
menopause and this is quite normal for me. However, he still comes to me with
the same questions. “What’s wrong Hande?”” “What happened this time?” are
the questions I frequently hear. My partner cannot comprehend this and starts to
look for underlying reasons.” (Hande Kirmiz1)!®

istegi diisiiyor. Hele ki menopoza girdikten sonra, bu daha da zor oluyor ve yani o bakimdan tabii ki
esler arasinda sikint1 olabiliyor.” (Hande Kirmizi)

136 «“Bagski hissediyorum evet. Hani istemiyorsunuz ama yapmaniz gerekiyor. Sorumluluga déniisiiyor.”
(Piraye Yiiksek)

137 “Artik kendini iyi hissettigin zaman mecburen tabi ki bu biraz da gorev gibi olmaya basliyor, yerine
getirmen gerekiyor yani. Oyle geng, yeni evlendigin zamanki gibi olmuyor, ¢ok farkli, degisiyor yani
her sey. Bunda da senin yapabilecegin bir sey yok.” (Tiilin Piir)

138 “Bu mevzu zaten benim en sikintili oldugum sey herhalde. Belki bana 6zel, belki pek ¢ok kadmn

bunu yasiyor. Benim de menopozla ilgili stkintim bu diyebilirim aslinda, hi¢ sorun sikint1 yasamadim

dedim bagtan ama bdyle bir sikintim var aslinda. Onu pek esim anlamiyor. Yani benim daha az istekli

oldugum, kagindigim, miimkiinse bahaneler yarattigim bir konu aslinda bu. O anlamiyor bunu. Ben

arttk menopoza girdim diyorum esime. Bu benim i¢in gayet normal diyorum. Ama iste yine aym

sorularla geliyor bana. Ne var Hande, ne var ne oldu, yine ne oldu diye soruyor her seferinde.
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On the other hand, especially two of my respondents named Nehir and Beren strictly
disagreed with the idea of obligation when they evaluated sexuality in middle age by
arguing that sexuality cannot and should not be done involuntarily. In that sense,
Nehir’s underlined that her decision to use medication in order to overcome vaginal
dryness is her personal choice only to increase her pleasure. Whereas, Beren referred
to her decision of divorce, arised from these kind of problems.

“To me, it is not something that is done by obligation. I do not feel like I am

obligated to do it. | look for solutions for myself. Moreover, after having

children, it is not like the times when you were young. For example, they wake

up at night. In my case, my boy and | slept in the same bed until he was two

years old. Also, during the nursing period, you really don’t want that. It simply

is not a goal. You are preoccupied. My partner and | are, still quite harmonious

in that sense, but still I am the one who buys the lubricant and places in the
drawer. I am the one who tries.” (Nehir Erdem)™*®

“In my proximity, there are marriages that go on like a duty, staying in the
comfort zone. | am, frankly, against this. Two people pretending to each other
in a sexual setting is not an acceptable thing to me, just to keep the marriage
afloat. Besides, my marriage was not completely like this, but ended for reasons
similar to these.” (Beren Yalvag)*4

It may be concluded that sexuality in middle age, accompanied by physiological
challenges in terms of the experience of menopause like decrease in libido and vaginal
dryness, may lead to marital disharmony as mentioned by several of my respondents.
More importantly, oppression of women in middle age manifests itself in a different
form considering the obligation of sexual activity. Some of my respondents also

emphasized that men remain indifferent to these kind of problems of their spouses.

Anlayamiyor. Nedir, acaba bagka bir sey mi var, altinda baska seyler aramaya filan bagliyor.” (Hande
Kirmizi)

139 “Bence mecbur olarak yapilabilecek bir sey degil zaten o. Ben mecbur oldugumu diisiinmiiyorum.
Ben kendim ig¢in artyorum bu ¢éziimleri. Zaten ¢oluk ¢ocukla da hi¢bir zaman 6yle gengliginizdeki
gibi olmuyor. Ciinkii gece uyaniyorlar. Mesela ben 2 yagina kadar yanimda yatirdim oglani. Bir de o
stit verdiginiz donemde de gercekten caniiz ¢cekmiyor yani dyle bir amaciniz olmuyor. Kafa baska
yerde. Biz yine uyumluyuz hani bir dert olmamasi i¢in ama yine ben ugrasiyorum. Jeli alan benim,
¢ekmeceye koyan benim. Ben ugrasiyorum.” (Nehir Erdem)

140 «“Cevremde, konfor alanindan kurtulmadan gorev icabi devam eden evlilikler var, ben buna da
karsiyim agikgasi. iki insanin birbirine cinsel anlamda da rol yapmasi ¢ok sey bir sey degil. Bana gore
kabullenilebilir bir sey degil, sirf milessese devam etsin diye. Zaten benim evliligim de sadece bu degil
ama bu gibi sebeplerden devam edemedi.” (Beren Yalvag)
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Additionally, in accordance with women’s remarks, it should be noted that men may
also be compliant about the decrease in quality and frequency of sexual activity.
However, women implied that men do not seek solutions in dialogue with their wives
instead according to Piraye and Zehra they may find a solution either in divorce or in
seeking another eligible sexual partners.

“Women transformed due to menopause. She gets angry, aggressive, changed
her likes and dislikes. When the sexual urges stop, the sexual life stops. When
sexual life ends, the relationship between the partners worsens, because the
woman has lost her urges but men did not. It may have increased. What happens
in this situation? Men starts to see someone else when they look at their wives.
They say, ‘it is not the same woman, she has changed, transformed.” This leads
to some distractions, in that men start looking for women that was like the one
they knew back then. Actually, this is the case with all the choices. They
gravitate towards the woman they first liked. They try to find the woman that
was preconceived in their minds rather than the completely new one. When they
don’t match, they divorce.” (Piraye Yiiksek)'

“Actually, when you look at most families, it is really done as an obligation and
men tend to be distracted. Ladies tend to not care about themselves. Generally,
when you look at Turkish couples, for example, my partner mentioned a mutual
friend to me. This friend is two years younger than us and has a one year old kid.
After the kid, he started to, since there is no sexual life left at home, look for
other people for sexual intercourse, purely for sexual reasons. I, actually, got
furious. You still have a young wife at home and married for two years only. Try
to solve that. Both parties use this as an excuse; men and women.” (Zehra
Simsek)!42

141 «“K adin menopoza girdi haliyle degisime ugradi. Sinirli oldu, agresif oldu, zevkleri degisti. Istekleri
degisti. Diirtiiler bitince cinsel hayat bitiyor. Cinsel hayat bitince de kadin-erkek iliskileri bozuluyor.
Ciinkii hani kadin menopoza girdi cinsel diirtiilleri bitti ama kocasinin bitmedi. Hatta artmis bile
olabilir, Ne oluyor bu durumda? Erkek karsisinda bagka bir kadin gérmeye basliyor. Ya diyor ‘bu o
kadin degil, bu degisti, bu baska bir sey oldu’ diyor. Dolayisiyla sapmalar basliyor. Yani o eski tanidigi
kadin gibi birini artyor hep. Zaten bu segimlerde hep 6yle olur. Hep ilk begendigi kadin tarzina yonelik
bir yonelme oluyor. Tamamen yeni bir kadin degil de istedigi ve zihninde daha 6nceden yerlesik
formattakini bulmaya calisilar. Uymazsa da bosarlar.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

142 «7aten ¢ogu ailelere bakildiginda gergekten hepsinde gorev halinde ve erkeklerin hepsinin gozii
disarida. Hanimlar kendilerini birakmis durumdalar. Genelde Tiirk ¢iftleri bir sekilde bakiyoruz mesela
esim gecen giin bir arkadasimizdan bahsediyor. Arkadasimiz dedigim yasga bizden ¢ok kii¢iik daha 2
yillik evliler 1 yasinda ¢ocuklar1 var. Evde ¢ocuklu olduktan sonra higbir iliskileri kalmadig: igin
baskasiyla birlikte oluyor. Yani sirf cinsel olarak. Aslinda sinirlendim. Evde gencecik kadin var daha
2 yillik evlisin yani onu ¢dzmeye ¢alis. Hemen sey, bunu bahane olarak kullaniyorlar. Erkekler de
kadinlar da.” (Zehra Simsek)
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About this issue, Hande highlighted the social myth that men’s sexual drives may
even increase with middle age, which makes the situation even more challenging.
However, parallel with Erol’s study (2014) men’s transformation is perceived as
normal or the increase in sexual drive or seeking other sexual partners are seem as
ephemeral and much more tolerable.

“Men experience this completely differently from us. That is what I meant, when

I said they don’t get it. They experience it differently. When the will reduces

down with women, it increases for men and they don’t understand it. I don’t

know this is the case for every women, but | think it is the case for me and my
friends.” (Hande Kirmz1)'4®

The issue of infidelity related with above mentioned relations has come up several
times as well. Deniz, for example, admitted that she has witnessed the issue of
infidelity from her close friends and environment. Like Hande, Deniz also held men
responsible from infidelity arguing that men’s economic and social status increased
this possibility.

“There may be some cases adultery, it is nothing unheard of. I think this happens

at around the age of 40. 35-40 year old men go through with this. | am a realist.

When men get a stable economic life, when the kid grows up; they are relaxed
financially and they might start to look for other people.” (Deniz Ozgiir)**

From Deniz’s statement, it is understood that adultery is easier and more achievable
for men considering their value in the society as a middle aged individual. Unlike
women, men mostly do not experience any sort of social devaluation. However, even
women experience problems in their marital relationships due to the relationship
between sexuality and their experience of menopause, not all women necessarily

experience the fear of infidelity. To illustrate, Hande exemplified the relationship with

143 «“Erkekler bu olay1 bizden tamamen farkli yasiyorlar. Anlamiyorlar dedigim aslinda bu biraz da.
Tam farkl1 yasiyorlar. Yani mesela bizde azalirken onlarda bu yaglarda birazcik daha istek fazlalasiyor
ve onu anlamiyorlar. Ama her kadinda béyle mi bilemiyorum. Benim arkadaglarimda ve bu hepsinde
ayn1 diye diisiiniiyorum.” (Hande Kirmizi)

144 «“ Ama boyle aldatmalar filan olabiliyor tabi, duyuyoruz bunlari. Bu da yine bence 40 yas déneminde
oluyor. 35-40 yagslarinda erkeklerde oluyor herhalde. Ben biraz realistim. Biraz sey oluyor, ekonomik
diizeni oturtuyorlar, ¢ocuk biiyliyor bu sirada, biraz mali olarak rahatliyor, 6yle olunca arayisa
girebiliyor erkekler tekrardan.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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her husband and asserted that she might feel herself desperate if their relationship
were different.
“People can experience this fear, [ understand. I don’t feel it, thankfully. This is
a little bit about my partner, to our nature of our relationship. If my partner were
different I’d experience this of course. I’d stress more and feel more obligated

and would feel more trapped. Again, thankfully, there is no such stress in my
marriage, but it really can be taxing for women.” (Hande Kirmiz1)%

Not only decrease in sexuality, but also finitude of reproduction may play an
important role about the fear related with infidelity for some women like in the case
of Esra.

“It occurred to me, the possibility of him having sex with a fertile women. (She

sobs.) | experienced the fear of being cheated when | went through menopause
and was not fertile anymore.” (Esra Karadeniz)'4®

Unlike Esra, Filiz on the other hand argued that being childless may be an important
aspect precluding her husband to cheat her; because, due to the lack of child rearing
responsibilities, she can now accompany with her husband in social activities and can

take up hobbies that she can participate with her husband as well.
“It is related to not having a child. If I had a kid, I’d feel more like a mother and
maybe restricted myself from some things. My partners and | are divers. |

wouldn’t have joined him for the dive and maybe he’d find someone else there.
Nevermind, some bad things might have happened.” (Filiz Moyar)*#’

From the accounts of women it is understood that both fertility and sexuality are

reformulated in middle age and with the experience of menopause. In the following

145 «By korkuyu yagayabilir insanlar, anliyorum. Bende ok siikiir yok. Ama o birazcik da benim kendi
esimle alakaly, iliskimizin dogasiyla alakali. Ama esim farkli olsayd1 yasayabilirdim tabii ki. Daha ¢ok
strese girer, daha ¢ok mecbur hisseder ve kendimi kapana kisilmig gibi hissedebilirdim. Ama hani
neyse ki diyelim boyle bir stresim yok evliligimde. Ama bu ger¢ekten kadini zorlayan bir sey.” (Hande
Kirmizi)

146 «“Sey geldi aklima, hani dogurganlig1 olan bagka bir kadin ile beraber olma olasilig1 olur mu diye
aklimda gecti elbette. (Agliyor) Menopoza girmem ve dogurganligimin bitmesiyle aldatilma korkusu
yasadim.” (Esra Karadeniz)

147 “Yani bir gocugun olmamasina da bagh bu arada. Cocuk olsaydi ben kendimi bir anne olarak
hissedecektim kendimi belki bazi seylerden geri ¢cekecektim. Biz dalis yapiyoruz esimle, daliciyiz biz,
dalig yapmayacaktik. Esim tek bagina gidecekti, orada bagka birini bulacakti, aman neyse kot seyler
olabilirdi.” (Filiz Moyar)
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paragraphs, the relationship between partners and the dynamics behind marital unity
will be discussed in accordance with the aspect of emotional support. Whether women
are able to demand support/understanding or be supported by their husbands and
family in general can carry important clues about women’s oppressions in middle age.
Also about this, | obtained much differentiated results. For example, Esra emphasized
that she never talked with her husband about her experience of menopause, although
she sank into depression for about two years related with her experience of

menopause.
“I never talked to my partner about menopause. [ don’t know. I don’t know what
he thinks of me after | went through menopause. Our process continued the way
it was before, after | went through menopause. We never talked about this. |
think every women would enjoy if they came and said ‘My dear, we were

together when you were fertile and we are still together. That is not important to
me. | love you because of you.” (Esra Karadeniz)**

From her accounts it is understood that the invisibility of the experience of menopause
can manifest itself even between spouses and in the case of Esra it resulted in to bear
all her problems and her depression all by herself. Similarly, Hale declared that it did
occur to her demanding any kind of support from her family and from her immediate
environment. Piraye, on the other hand, declared that she actually demanded
emotional support but failed to find it especially from her friends; because the
possibility of her going through an emotional crisis were seem unnatural and unlikely
by her friends and relatives. In other words, her problems related with the experience
of menopause were trivialized causing her to give up demanding any support.
“I wouldn’t expect any support from my family, and it wouldn’t occur to me to

ask for it. | would get help from my friends or from my psychiatrist if | needed
to. I’d find someone if I needed some support.” (Hale Toprak)*°

148 “Hi¢ konusmadim. Esimle bu konuyu hi¢ konusmadim. Bilmiyorum. Menopoza girdikten sonra
benimle ilgili ne diistiniiyor filan hi¢ bilmiyorum. Bizim siirecimiz ayn1 sekilde devam etti bundan
Oncesi nasilsa 6yle. Bu konu ile ilgili hi¢ konugmadik da. Gelseydi karsima ‘hayatim bak biz seninle
dogurgan doneminde de beraberdik, simdi de beraberiz, bu benim i¢in dnemli degil seni sen oldugun
icin gdriiyorum' diye ister bence her kadin.” (Esra Karadeniz)

149 «Ajlemden destek beklemezdim, destek istemek de gelmezdi aklima. Arkadas gevremden de
gerekirse yardim alirdim veya psikiyatrimdan yardim alirdim. Istesem bana destek olacak birilerini

bulurdum.” (Hale Toprak)
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“No I did not get any support, since everyone looked at it like it was normal and
went through this process. All I heard was ‘quite normal’, that’s it! At first, I
wanted to get some help, but when | received comments like these, | said OK,
and decided in desperation, that no one cares.” (Piraye Yiiksek)>

Zuhal Isik, who has a teenager daughter and going through puberty simultaneously
with Zuhal’s experience of menopause, indicated that she has asked support and
understanding both from her husband and from her daughter and she evaluated it as a
good decision; because their relationship were settled after she talked to them.

“As I have told, I wanted my partner and my daughter to understand that I could

be quickly aggravated in a stressful setting. This might not be something | have

voiced in particular. However, as they have noticed the transformation and took

notice of it, it became easy. At least, [ saw that they were understanding.” (Zuhal
Is1k) 15

Since reductionist generalizations are objected throughout the study, considering all
husbands as evil may not be the right attitude as well. In parallel, especially Deniz
and Sinem talked very highly of their husbands; because they were very helpful to
them in going through menopausal transition. Yet, it should be noted that they
evaluated this situation as ‘lucky’ which make me gain the impression that they
acknowledge that it is unlikely for all to have husbands like theirs.

“My partner is very supportive in this matter, and I think I am lucky. It is very

important to have the partner’s support at this time. He still tells me that I'm

getting more beautiful as I get older. | gain some weight and he tells me that

weight looks good on me. There is not much negativity towards me, on the
contrary he is very supportive and that’s nice.” (Deniz Ozgiir)**?

150 “Hayir higbir destek almadim. Ciinkii herkes buna aa normal, gayet normal bu kadar! Bu bir siire,
normal herkes bunu yasadi, bu olacak diye bakiyordu. ilk baslarda destek istegim olmustu fakat bu tarz
tepkiler aldikga, bir imitsizlik ve tamam dedim evet higbir sey beklememek lazim, hi¢ kimsenin taktigi
filan yok bu durumu yani.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

151 «Zaten iste dedigim gibi, stresli anlarimizda benim de cabuk strese girdigimi cabuk
sinirlenebildigimi kabul etmelerini istedim esimden ve kizimdan. Bu ¢ok belki benim seslendirdigim
bir sey degildi bilmiyorum ama onlar da son zamanlarda bendeki degigimi belki fark ettikleri i¢in dile
getirince daha rahat oldu. En azindan anlayish olduklarini gérdiim.” (Zuhal Isik)

152 “Esim bu konuda baya destekgi bana, o konuda sansliyim bence. Bu dénemde esin destegi ok
onemli. Halen mesela bana sey der, hani mesela iste daha da giizellestigimi soyliiyor. Yaslandik¢a daha
da giizellestigimi sdyler bana hep. Iste kilo alryorum, kilo sana ¢ok yakistyor der mesela. Hani dyle bir
seyi olmuyor bana olumsuz bir seyi. Tam tersi destek goriiyorum bu giizel.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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“My partner has helped me a lot. He talked to me to calm me down
psychologically. In fact, once he gathered the kids one night and told them the
process that | was going through and advised them to be nicer towards me. He,
of course, researched this himself about the outcomes of menopause. My greatest
supporter is my partner, and | am very lucky for that. He tried to calm me down
when | am sad, frustrated by talking to me and he still does. As time goes on,
you become more accepting. At first, as you have said, you feel lacking, said. If
only, I had one more child etc. In the general process, you become more
accepting and believe that it is going to be even better.” (Sinem Cigek)!®3

| should also note that I studied with a privileged group of women, who achieved a
certain level of autonomy in their lives. | assume that majority of women living in
Turkey may not be that lucky like Deniz and Sinem; because even in my participants,
there is one woman who never talked with her husband about her experience of

menopause.

When discussing stigmatization of women in the former section, | emphasized that
mocking is one of the social reactions related with the experience of menopause. It
also appears once again when | discussed the issues of support and understanding with
women. Deniz again considered herself lucky; because her husband never mocks her
related with her experience of menopause. Similarly Hale implied that husbands
should never make fun of with their wives about the physiological indications of
menopause.

“T am lucky, my partner would not even joke about this, as in you went through

menopause that’s why etc. Because, it is offensive to joke about something that

happens naturally and he simply does not comment on it. Sometimes, I’d tell

him that ‘I feel sore, that’s menopause for you’” and he’d say at most ‘Go for a

walk and get some exercise’ in that sense, I am lucky for my choice of partner.”
(Deniz Ozgiir)***

153 “Esim bu konuda bana ¢ok yardimci olmustur, konusmustur, psikolojik olarak rahatlamam
acisindan. Hatta ¢ocuklart bir aksam topladi, hepimiz bir arada benim bu yasadigim siire¢, anneniz
boyle boyle bir seyler olacak, daha ¢ok yardimci olun onu iizmeyin vesaire. Tabi o da kendisi de
aragtirmis etmis, kadinlar nasil etki ediyor ki 6yle bir sey de yasadik. En biiyiik destek¢im esimdir bu
konuda, sansliyim ¢ok yani. Uziildiigiim, sikildigim zamanlarda konusarak bir sekilde rahatlatmaya
calismist1 beni. Gegen siirelerde de daha kabullenir oluyorsun yani ilk zamanlarda daha bdyle dediginiz
gibi eksik oldum, iiziilityorsun, keske bir tane daha ¢ocugum olsaydi, esine karsi seyler vesaire. Genel
stirede daha bir kabulleniyorsun zaten ilerleyen zamanlarda herhalde daha da iyi olacak.” (Sinem

Cigek)

154 “Ben sansliyim, benim esim higbir zaman esprisini bile yapmaz aa iste sen menopoza girdin filan
diye esprisi dahi olmaz. Ciinkii dogal bir sey sakaya vurulmasi rencide edici ve o o konularda yorum
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“I didn’t experience this per se, but if the partner is nervous, he definitely needs
to be more understanding if his wife is stressed. He shouldn’t mock when she
complains ‘It is hot’.” (Hale Toprak)*®

The issue of support differentiates itself in the case of ‘early’ menopause. It focuses
more on the issue of reproduction, since women like Filiz and Gaye are unable to
reproduce. To begin with, both from the perspective of Gaye end especially of Filiz,
accepting a men to take a wife, who is unable to reproduce, is mentioned; as if, it is
an incredibly great-hearted and supreme act and they are both grateful to their
husbands. Moreover, both Gaye and Filiz emphasized the importance of being
supported by husband when struggling with challenges related with menopause and
reproduction.

“He told me that it is not an issue for him. He told me that it happens. He
consoled me when | was feeling sad. It still happens sometimes. It is very
important. He was very very supportive.” (Filiz Moyar)%®

“He supported me from the very beginning. I got married at 32, however, when
my partner learned about this he was very understanding. He did not pressure
me by saying things like ‘I want to have a kid’ In fact, it is the complete opposite.
He supported me when | was upset about not having a child and told me to
positive side of things. Yes, in that sense | am very lucky that my partner is
supportive. My parents are, as a family, are of course very supportive. They
researched a bunch of doctors, because | was so sad. They directed me, and my
parents and my partner supported me more than other people. For the case of
having a child, my partner had an approach of “We are not noble or royalty, what
can happen if we do not leave an heir? Do not get upset, we are better this way.’
He was very helping towards me. He told me that he did not marry me because
he wanted to have a kid. These kind of approaches are very crucial and I think,
everyone needs to share this concern with their partners. However, as | have said,
the reaction you’d get from the opposite partner is a debatable for each case.”
(Gaye Calimln)*®’

yapmaz yani. Bazen ben derim mesela aa bak oram agriyor, buram agriyor diye goriiyor musun artik
menopoza da girdik, bacaklarim tutmuyor bilmem ne filan diye. O da sey der biraz hareket et yiird,
spor yap filan der ancak. O anlamda esimden yana sansliyim sanirim.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

155 “Yani ben 6yle bir sey yasamadim ama esi gerginse bir kere muhakkak anlayis gdstermesi lazim.
Esi iste “oh sicakladim” dediginde alay etmemesi lazim.” (Hale Toprak)

1%6 “Onun igin sorun olmadigim sdyledi. Olabilir olur dedi. Bazen ben iiziildiigiimde hep teselli etti.

Bazen oluyor yine. Cok énemli. Cok ¢ok destek oldu.” (Filiz Moyar)

157 “Yani benim bana en basindan itibaren ¢ok destek oldu. Yani ben 32 yasinda evlendim. Ama esim

bu konuyu 6grendigi zaman ¢ok anlayis gdsterdi bana. illa gocuk isterim diye bir bask1 yapmadi. Hatta

tam tersi, ben olmuyor diye iiziiliirken, bana ¢ok destek oldu ve bunun iyi yanlarinin da oldugunu
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The last sentence of Gaye is especially important; because she acknowledges that in
different strata of society men may approach this issue in a very contrasting way.
When | asked her to elaborate on this issue she underlined the level of education of
men and cultural differences between the west and the east of Turkey with following
words:
“I think, it’s up to your husband’s perspective and level of education. For
example, If | were a woman living in the eastern side of Turkey, my husband
might not be as understanding as he is. It’ll be much more troublesome for me,

since fertility would has a much more significance. Maybe, I couldn’t even get
married.” (Gaye Calimli)!®®

From the accounts of women | concluded that the relationship with husband about the
experience of menopause is very crucial proving that menopause is not only a bodily
transformation; but also contributes in women’s lives. Nehir Erdem is also highlighted
that menopause is not understood by them; since they are distant from the experience.
Piraye agreed with Nehir and argued that the experience of menopause is unknown to
men, unless they are medical experts.

“I don’t think they understand at all. They don’t have a special demand after all.

I also don’t think that they say to their partners ‘share with me about your

experiences’. I did’t come across that type of men. Because, it (menopause) is

so distant for them. Probably, what they imagine is the stereotypic image of

menopausal woman, as you expresed. The woman who holds a folding fan and
nagging all the time.” (Nehir Erdem)!*

anlatmaya calistt. Evet yani o yonlerden ¢ok sansliyim ki; esim bana ¢ok destek verdi. Annem babam,
onlar tabii aile olarak tabii ki onlar da ¢ok destek verdiler. Ben ¢ok iiziiliiyorum diye, bir siirii doktorlar
aragtirdilar. Beni yonlendirdiler ama yani onun disinda baska ¢evremden bagka birileri degil de annem
babam ve esim ¢ok destek verdi bana. Cocuk konusunda da benim esimin yaklagimi su oldu. Yani dedi
ki; biz soylu degiliz, kraliyet ailesi degiliz bir sey degiliz dedi. Biz de varis birakmayiverelim ne olacak
dedi bana. Hig iizlilme sen boyle daha iyiyiz dedi. Yani o kadar ¢ok telkinlerde bulundu ki bana. Ben
seninle ¢ocuk sahibi olmak i¢in evlenmedim ki dedi. Yani bu tiir yaklagimlar ger¢ekten ¢cok 6nemli ve
bence herkesin gergekten paylasmasi gerekir esiyle bu sikintisini. Ama dedigim gibi karsi1 taraftan
alacaginiz tepki nedir, o tabii tartisilir.” (Gaye Calimli)

158 “Eginizin bakis agis1 ve biraz egitim seviyesi ile de ¢ok alakali diye diigiiniiyorum. Mesela ben

doguda yasayan bir insan olsaydim belki esim bu kadar anlayish olmayabilirdi. Dogurganlik belki ¢ok

daha 6nemli olabilecegi i¢in ¢ok daha sikintili olurdu benim i¢in. Evlenemezdim bile belki.” (Gaye

Calimlr)

159 “Ben pek bir sey anladiklarim zannetmiyorum. Ozel bir talepleri de yok zaten, paylas benimle

yasadigini filan da dediklerini diisiinmiiyorum. Ben gérmedim dylesini. Onlardan ¢ok uzak bir kere ve
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“The person that you interact does not understand what you are going through
or evaluates your reactions as unnecessarily nonsensical, because they think in
simple terms. They cannot realize anything breaking out in your inner world.
Because they are not ‘conscious’. As a matter of fact, in Turkey only if the
husband of a woman is a doctor, then he can be symphathetic to his wife, because
he knows, he is ‘conscious’. Except from that, | suppose that no men are
thoughtful towards his wife or lover.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

The issue about men’s relation with the experience of menopause reiterated by women
brought me to investigate women’s opinions about the experiences of men in their
middle age years. The most prominent impression stressed by women was men’s
increase of libido and their obsession with sexuality. Fulden reacted to my question

with acrimony and described the behavior of men with these words:

“All they think about is sex. I'm telling you one thing, they are obsessed about

sex.” (Fulden Karaca)®®*
Many of my respondents agreed that similar with the anxiety related with the loss of
femininity men also undergo a fear of losing manhood and therefore react accordingly.
They used words like ‘crisis’, ‘depression’ and ‘syndrome’ in order to describe this
process.

“They may be experiencing aging syndrome, because I suppose they make a

great deal out of their masculinity. I mean, beginning from childhood it is

imposed like ‘you’re a man.’, ‘you’re a man’, and that’s why they have an over-

inflated ego. In this period, they might be thinking that their manhood is over.”
(Gaye Calimlr)®®?

muhtemel gozlerinin oniine gelen sey de sizin o dediginiz karikatiirize edilen tip igte huysuz kadin.
Elinde yalpazesiyle bid1 bidi eden kadm.” (Nehir Erdem)

160 “K arsimizdaki insan, sizi hi¢ anlayamiyor ve tepkilerinizi filan gereksiz sagma goriiyor, ¢iinkii basit
distintiyorlar. O i¢ diinyanizda kopan firtinalari seylerin, higbir seyin farkinda olamuiyor. Bilingli
olmadigi icin, ki Tiirkiye' de zaten kadinin ancak kocasi doktor filan olursa anlayis gosterebilir yani
ancak doktordur da kocasi bilinglidir, bilir. Ama onun haricinde, hi¢bir erkegin ben karisina, sevgilisine
bir anlayis gosterdigini gosterebildigini ben zannetmiyorum.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

161 Akl fikri seyinde, tek kelime soyliiyorum sana akl fikri seyinde.” (Fulden Karaca)
162 «“Yaglihk sendromuna giriyorlar galiba. Ciinkii erkeklik seysi ¢ok fazla onlarda. Yani
cocukluklarindan itibaren, sen erkeksin, sen erkeksin dedikleri i¢in egolar1 inanilmaz siskin oluyor. Bu

donemde de erkekligim bitiyor diye diisiiniiyorlar.” (Gaye Calimli)
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Several women also agreed upon the opinion that middle aged man can experience
andropause and tend to escape from marriage in these ages; although the physiological
challenges related with andropause is rather minimal compared to women. Nazan,
who has divorced in middle age years shared her experience about it. Piraye, who is
also a recently divorced woman, expressed that men in middle age get panicked with
the anxiety of losing their manhood and tend to ‘catch the train’ before it is too late
by prioritizing their individuality and seeking another partners. Hale interpreted this
process as an effort of men to prove themselves in order to show that their

reproductive capacities have not weaken yet.

“They have a period too, called andropause. Men can easily adapt their lifes,
they are not like women, women are more dependent. Women care about family,
however men can abondon their families. Andropause is the most dangerous
period. They start having aging syndrome. They try to be younger and cheat their
spouses in order to prove themselves. For instance, they start losing weight, and
doing sports too feel young and functional. They are in rush since their time is
passing, meanwhile their families are destroyed. There are a lot families
experiencing that. We had a similar story. It exactly coincided with andropause.
Sadly, men are destructive, they ruin everything.” (Nazan Bahadir)'¢®

“Both genders have old age depression after age 45. They get into panic because
of aging. That panic results in two kind of outcomes for men. Some turns in on
himself. They say, | have to rest, my children grew up, life is passing and they
become quiet. On the other hand, some men seek more lovers with a panic of
aging. After then, they think about having more children before it’s too late,
having another girlfriend or divorcing the existing wife. This is another
outcome, it’s bidirectional.” (Piraye Yiiksek)!®*

163 “Onlarda da bir andropoz denen dénem var. Erkekler daha kolay hayatlarmi degistirebiliyorlar
erkekler kadinlar gibi degil, kadinlar daha bagli. Daha aileye dnem veriyor ama erkekler oldugu aileyi
koparip atabiliyorlar o dénemde. En tehlikeli dénemleri andropoz donemi. Yaglilik sendromuna
giriyorlar. Kendilerini kanitlamak i¢in kendilerinden genc olmaya basliyorlar, eslerini aldatiyorlar. Iste
kilo veriyor ne bileyim, spora gidiyor filan boyle ayy ben gencim, ben yaslanmadim havasinda, bende
hala ig bitmedi havasinda. Tren kaciyor diye boyle bir kosturma, bu arada ne yapiyor aileyi
mahvediyor; yani ¢cok dyle aileler var. Bizde de benzer bir siire¢ oldu. Bu andropoz donemine denk
geldi tam. Maalesef erkekler yikiyor. Yikiyor yani, gotiirityor, bitiriyor her seyi.” (Nazan Bahadir)

164 “Her iki cins de bence bu 45 yas sonrasinda her iki taraf da bir yaslilik bunalimina giriyor. Her iki
taraf da yaslaniyorum panigine kapiliyor. O panik de erkeklerde iki sekilde sonuglaniyor. Kimisi igine
kapaniyor, bir kdseye ¢ekiliyor artik. Oturmam lazim benim iste ¢oluk ¢ocuk yas ald1 basini gitti, hayat
boyle gidiyor filan gibi bir sessizlesme. Diger taraftan da bir panikle aman yaslaniyorum bir an 6nce
daha ¢ok sevgili yapayim. Ondan sonra iste yas gegmeden bir ¢ocuk daha yapsam mi acaba son treni
yakalasam da bir tane daha m1 ¢ocuk yapsam, sevgili mi yapsam, karimi m1 bosasam bir de boyle bir
sey var. iki yonlii.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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“I observe that men get aggressive. I believe, they think their masculinty is
diminishing or over. Maybe that’s the reason of aggression. Stories about
divorces in age 40’s and having young girlfriends should happen in this period.
It’s something psychological. Stories about seeking young girlfriends is men’s
effort of proving theirselves. Or they create a youth image by being with young
women. They have their hair dyed and have plastic surgery on their faces. | think
this is primarily because of effort to proving themselves to himself and to
younger women. Because younger women admire men, they get something to
prove to themselves.” (Hale Toprak)!®®

Melek approaches to this issue in a different framework and implied that men are less
ready about aging. Since existing unequal gender relations expose women to a
socialization compelling them to build their identities in accordance with the sacred
position of motherhood or grand motherhood in the society, they can embrace those
identities even in their middle aged and senior years; thus may not experience an
emotional collapse as men do. According to Melek, men on the other hand, tend to
catch the feeling that life would end for them when they are aged.

“Because women already acknowledge about being mother, grandmother and
growing old. Men do not because male identity sometimes shows its power with
money, they think they will lose their ability to earning money with aging or
sometimes shows its power with sexuality, they think they will lose it when they
go through andropause. That’s why men are not familiar with aging, they are not
ready. Yes, women will physically decay and get older however, she will be
mother or grandmother. This idea is in the nature and instincts of women.”
(Melek Zeyrek)?6®

At this point, it is highly visible that middle age carries different meanings between
men and women. It is also apparent that in middle age gender inequality becomes
distinct from many aspects, additionally, it would not be inaccurate to assert that it

185 «Simdi benim erkekte gdzlemledigim huysuzlasiyor. Erkekliginin azaldigimi veya bittigini
diistiniiyor. Belki o onu huysuz ediyor. Bu hani geng sevgili, iste 40 yillik karisindan ayrildi geng
sevgili buldu hikayeleri herhalde bu dénemlere denk geliyordur. Psikolojik bir sey. Bu geng sevgili
bulma hikayeleri de erkeklerin kendilerine bir sey ispatlama ¢abasi. Ya da geng kizlara ben hala gencim
havasi yaratiyorlar. Sag¢ boyuyorlar, yiizlerine estetik bir seyler yaptiriyorlar. Bence onlarin basta
kendilerine ispatlama ¢abasi ve gen¢ kadinlara ispatlama ¢abasi. Onlar ¢linkii kendisini begenirlerse
yine kendilerine bir sey ispatlamig olacaklar.” (Hale Toprak)

186 «Kadinlar ¢iinkii kabullenmis durumdadir. Yaslanmay1 da anne biiyiikanne olmay1 da. Erkekler
degil ciinkii erkek kimliginde daha o iktidar giiclinii hani kimisi parayla gosterir, yaslandik¢a para
kazanma seyini kaybedecegini diisliniir kimisi cinsellikle gosterir andropoza girince kaybedecegini,
zaten dogal olarak saglik olarak kaybedecek. Onun i¢in bence erkekler yaglanmaya daha uzaklar, daha
hazir degiller. Kadin evet bedensel olarak ¢okecek, cirkinlesecek, yaslanacak ama o anne, anneanne,
biiyiikanne olma fikri aslinda hep kadinin dogasinda, i¢giidiisinde var bence.” (Melek Zeyrek)
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sustains in a way, which places women in a disadvantaged position. Other than
already established marriage relations, which I listened women’s experiences in the
field, their opinions also shows that forming a romantic relationship in middle age
years have highly different repercussions considering men and women. Women’s
accounts in the field show parallelisms with my former assumption that relationship
of women with younger man is highly unlikely and also evaluated socially as bizarre,
compared to relationship of men with younger women, which is much socially
acceptable and in that sense normalized. Suna emphasized this point by saying that
men with younger women is very common but the otherwise is not likely; therefore
aging may be a scarier phenomenon especially for women.
“Growing old is terrifying for women because a man can have a 40 years old

woman with him even if he is 70. The opposite is not the case generally.” (Suna
Elibol)*¢”

Clearly there is a serious imbalance between men and women regarding romantic
relationship in middle age favoring men instead of women. During the interviews |
asked my respondents what their opinions are about the social dynamics lie behind
this social setting. Several women like Cansel supported their opinion based on
physical appearance and decay by arguing that women are influenced more negatively
from decay through aging than men not biologically but socially; because physical
appearance is assumed as the primary power that women hold throughout their life.
According to Cansel, men on the other hand, tend to increase their social value with
increased age due to the advancements in their financial and status positions, which
deepens the inequality between men and women in middle age. Nehir noted similar
remarks with Cansel stating that men are able to find a partner in their later life easily,
even if they faced decay due to aging. Therefore, Nehir indicated that physical
appearance is not a delineating factor for men as long as they hold a powerful position

in terms of money and status.

“Women base making herself accepted among opposite gender to their
appearance. Men base it to their money and power, as | understood. Women

167 «“Kadimnlar i¢in yaslanmak korkutucu ¢iinkii her zaman adam 70 yasina da gelse, yaninda 40
yaginda bir hatun filan olabiliyor hayatinda. Tam tersi ¢ok s6z konusu olmuyor.” (Suna Elibol)
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believe they lose something when they lose their beautiful appearance. So
actually, men’s value increases with aging while women’s decreases. Men
transforms experience with their life. However, only power of a woman- not that
it is their only power, but it seems as if it is-, is their appearance. Of course
women do not achive everything they have with their beauty, but it’s a
opportunity for them. This is not only because of women. It is the message
women receive from others and women react accordingly. Women receive this
message from men. Women get more attenntion, if they are beautiful. After a
while they learn and understand that beauty is an important factor. They think
‘my appearance is my capital’. Women become more vulnerable if they built
their life on beauty. However, men turn years of experience to skills and they
can use it easily. Therefore, appearance is not a factor of approval for men. It is
valid for women.” (Cansel Keskin)!®®

“I don’t think any man obsesses about his growing belly. Women are more
obsessive. Furthermore, men can find a partner even if he has paunch. It’s also
related with money. Status and wealth are higher for middle aged men. There is
a serious inequality about that.” (Nehir Erdem)®°

Reproduction is another important function creating this inequality. The impression
of ‘bald and fat’ to describe middle aged men is also reiterated by Piraye. Her remarks
were also focused on the gender inequality in midlife stating that men seeks for
perfectly looking women without even considering that their physical appearance,
which may not be promising. However, unlike Nehir Piraye concluded that this very
gender inequality is due to ability of reproduction not the advancements in men’s

status and/or money.

168 «“Kadinim kars: cinse kendini kabul ettirmesini dis goriintiisiine dayandiriyor. Erkek de parasina ve
giicline dayandiriyor anladigim kadariyla. Kadin dis goriintiisiinde o giizelligini kaybettiginde karst
cinse karsi, yani esine veya sevgilisine karsi bir seyi kaybettigine inaniyor. Yani erkegin degeri aslinda
yaslandikca artryor, kadiminki diigiiyor. Erkek tecriibeye doniistiiriiyor hayatta yasadiklarini, kadin en
bastan iste gii¢ dis goriintii oldugu icin giicii -tek giicli bu degil esasinda tabii ama dyleymis gibi
goriiniiyor. Tabii ki hi¢bir zaman sirf ¢ok giizel diye bir kadin ¢ok sey elde etmiyor da o bir kapt onun
i¢in. Yani bu sirf kadindan kaynaklanan bir durum da degil. Aslinda bu kadinin kars1 taraftan aldigi bir
mesaj ve buna gore de reaksiyon gelistiriyor. Kadin erkekten o mesaj1 aliyor, ne kadar giizelse kadin,
0 kadar ¢evresinde ilgi goriiyor. Bir siire sonra bunu 6greniyor, anliyor ki giizellik 6nemli bir kavram,
benim dig goriintiim benim i¢in bir sermaye diye bakiyor. Kadin 6zellikle dig goériintiiniin iizerine
kurduysa birtakim seyleri o daha fazla etkilenir gibime geliyor. Ama erkeklerde de yillar gectikce
kazandig1 tecriibeleri beceriye doniisiiyor, onu daha rahat kullanabiliyor. O ylizden o dig goriintiisii
kendisini kabul ettirmesi i¢in gereken bir sey olarak goriilmiiyor. Kadin i¢in bdyle bir sey gegerli.”
(Cansel Keskin)

169 «“Bir erkegin gobegim var diye taktigini ben diisiinmiiyorum. Kadmlar daha takintili. Ayrica erkek
gobekliyken de birilerini bulabiliyor mu? Bulabiliyor tabii. O parayla da ¢ok alakali, para mevki bunlar
orta yasli erkeklerde daha ¢ok. Orada ciddi bir dengesizlik var.” (Nehir Erdem)

191



“They are all bald and fat but they don’t like women. They start to think that my
wife is in the same age with me, if | leave her, I can easily marry with someone
aged 30-35. Even, I can have a child. So, it’s not over for men, this period is
longer for them. Women’s fertility is over with menopause but it’s not the case
with men. 50 years old men can easily marry with 30 years old person and have
a children. We see this in media and press. Nothing changes for them. Infertility
is not applicable for men. They can have as much as children they want until age
70.” (Piraye Yiiksek)'"°

Related with these issues one of my very first assumptions about gender inequality in
midlife was due to increased job and financial status men tend to get, which results in
higher social value in middle age for men. Whereas women, who are equated with
their ability of reproduction, sexual attractiveness and youth constructing feminine
ethos, are more likely to social devaluation in their social status. In their remarks
Beren and Fulden made focuses supporting this argument. To illustrate, Beren
emphasized achieving a managerial position and better financial status in accordance
with that, may contribute to men’s ego. As a result men becomes not only more
valued; but also feel themselves as more free in order to follow their own desires even
at the risk of losing their family.

“Money is a significant driving power that can mislead people. They think

because of their ego, increased financial status, and managerial identity, they are

free to do everything they want. They don’t have to account to anyone since they
worked for years.” (Beren Yalvag)™t

“When they become 50, they have money, life experiences, they don’t even take
care of children after 50. Only thing they would do is womanising. It is a man’s
world. There is no chance for women.” (Fulden Karaca)"2

170 “Hepsi kel gobekli ama kadin begenmiyor. Iste diisiinmeye basliyor diyor ki iste karim da benimle
ayni yasta ama ben bugiin ayrilsam iste ¢cok rahat 30-35lik birisiyle evlenirim. Hatta bir de gocugum
bile olabilir. Yani erkek i¢in bitmiyor o siire¢ daha uzun. kadinin dogurganligi menopozla bitiyor, ama
erkeklerde boyle bir durum séz konusu degil. 50 yasina gelen bir erkek ¢ok rahat iste medyada da
basinda da goriiyoruz ¢ok rahat 30 yasindaki birisiyle evlenip tekrar ¢ocuk sahibi olabilir. Onun i¢in
bir sey degismiyor Ki. Erkekte ¢cocuk sahibi olamama diye bir sey yok. 70 yasina kadar istedigin kadar
¢ocuk yapabiliyorsun” (Piraye Yiiksek)

111 “Tabi para insam1 yoldan cikartabilen ¢ok biiyiik bir itici gii¢, o da olabilir. Ego, para, iist diizey
yonetici kimligi almak bunlarin hepsi sey gibi diislinliyorlar. Ben yillarca c¢alistim o mertebeye
geldikten sonra da istedigim gibi yasayabilirim ve bu noktada da kimseye hesap vermem.” (Beren
Yalvag)

172 «50 yagima gelmis, iyi kotii bir paralar var, iyi kétii bir hayatta yasamishiklar: var, gocuklar1 zaten
hi¢ bakmazlar da 50 yaslarinda artik hepten hi¢ umurlarinda degil. Tek yapacaklar sey kar1 kiz pesinde.
Diinya var ya erkeklerin diinyasi. Yani sey degil, kadinlara gergekten hi¢ sans yok.” (Fulden Karaca)
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I’m not here to judge someone’s following his/her own path. Yet, it is also a social
fact that from the recklessness which is visible in some middle aged men’s attitude,
not only women and children suffer; but, more importantly, it is highly unjust in terms
of gender. Women mostly cannot have this opportunity to be with men younger than
their age. Even if they have, it is most of the time considered as out of the social norms
and thus unacceptable. About this issue, | also posed a question to women | spoke;
what if a middle aged woman is romantically involved with a younger men. Once
again, Zuhal’s statement shows the importance of physical appearance for women,
whose decay may result in deprivation of their social status.

“In terms of beauty, they (women) draw less attention, maybe they lose status.

In terms of profession, maybe they gain professional experience but we

unfortunately may not reach job position as higher as men do. A man is liked

even if he is bald and fat but the opposite is very hard socially. Even, | can find
it odd at the first glance.” (Zuhal Isik)'"

Fulden, who is actually my most colorful and energetic respondent, draws the
attention to an ‘assumed’ marginal women, who have a young lovers, by exemplifying
her friend. She mentions her friend with a feeling of ‘achievement ‘and ‘proud’ to be
able to have a young partner, so she did not approached to the issue in a judgmental
way. However, when | asked her what kind of responses that couple might get from
society, she was not that optimistic unlike her personal opinion and implied that not
that man; but woman would be blamed in a cruel way.

“Actually I have a friend, as I said, | am graduated from girl’s highschool, my

friends are diverse. Generally, they are more or less matching in age. However,

one of my friend has a boyfriend, but he is like ‘whoa’, glorious guy. He is

about 30 — 35 and she is 52, maybe she is older than me. She is doing sports,

she is tall and very beautiful. However, man is magnificent, in his 30’s. When

we see them together, we say wow! There is also this kind of group. Some of

my friends have young lovers. They say that they are very happy. However, |

don’t know, I can’t say anything. [...] They will exatly say, wow, pervert,
‘horny woman’.” (Fulden Karaca)'"*

113 “Giizellik konusundan bakarsak daha az ilgi gekiyorlar, statii kaybediyorlar belki (Kadinlardan
bahsediyor). Mesleki olarak da tabii belki mesleki tecriibe kazaniyorlar ama erkekler kadar giiglii bir
pozisyonda olamiyoruz maalesef. Kel ve gobekli oldugu halde bir adam begeniliyor ama tam tersi
toplumsal olarak zor. Ben bile yadirgayabilirim sahsen ilk bakista.” (Zuhal Isik)

174 «“Aslinda benim bir arkadasim var. Dedim ya ben kiz lisesinden mezunum diye, ¢ok cesitli
arkadaglarim var. Genelde hepsi asag1 yukar1 yas uyumu dengede tipler. Fakat bir tanesinin sevgilisi
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A lot of women that I interviewed agreed on Fulden’s projection about women, who
choose to disclose themselves in public with their younger lovers, like Melek and
Sinem. However, | should also note that in their responses they also did not take a
judgmental stance, but they asserted that it would be perceived as socially awkward
due to the heteronormative gender roles agreed on especially in Turkish society.

“It is related with social perceptions. It’s thought that, we actually accept men’s
identity of holding power in our subconscious. We women also accept male
domination and power at symbolic level. That’s why you can approve marriage
of a 60 years old man with 25 years old woman. Because for centruies, society
has been pumping this idea to our subconscious. It doesn’t pump the opposite
idea, thus, it looks funny, odd and unacceptable. However, there are two
people, humans, two bodies, they are happy, together and talking, it’s simply
this.” (Melek Zeyrek)'’

“It’s assumed that, women can’t become important, they are infertile and don’t
want to have sex or can’t make man happy. She is mainly perceived as mother,
it may be another factor.” (Giizin Celik)*®

“I think that it’s again social. The only group who can have younger boyfriends
is celebrities, only television actresses have boyfriends younger than them. It’s
found odd in our society. Maybe it’s because they are mothers. Women are
expected to be well-behaved, and have limited life, they must have wedlock
with their partners etc., these are the reasons.” (Sinem Cigek)!’”

var ama yani adam ‘filiiiv’, muhtesem bir tip. Yani adam 30-35 yaslarinda iste kadin da 52, hatta
benden biiyiik bile olabilir 0. 52-53 yaslarinda boyu moyu da uzundu ama spor yapmis ¢ok hos bir
kadin olmus. Fakat adam muhtesem, 30’Iu yaslarda bir sey. Kadinla ikisini goriince ‘vay be’ diyoruz.
Bir de bdyle bir grup var yalniz onu da belirtmeden gecemeyecegim. Benim arkadaglarim arasinda
geng sevgilileri olanlar da var. Onlar da s6yle diyorlar, biz ¢cok mutluyuz. Ama bilemiyorum, bir sey
diyemeyecegim. [...] Ooo, sapik, direk sapik, azmig kari. Aynen bdyle derler ‘kart azmig’.” (Fulden
Karaca)

175 “Bence toplumsal algilarla ilgili. Ciinkii sdyle diigiiniiliiyor erkegin gii¢ ve iktidar sahibi olma
kimligini hepimiz aslinda bilingaltimizda kabul ediyoruz. Kadin olarak da kabul ediyoruz hani erkek
egemenligini, giliciinii sembol olarak. Onun i¢in 60 yasindaki bir adamin 25 yasindaki bir kadinla
evlenebilecegini kabul ediyorsun. Ciinkil yiizyillardir toplum sana o bilingaltin1 o bilgiyi veriyor
farkinda olmadan. Tersini vermiyor, vermedigi i¢in o goriintii sana bir komik geliyor, tuhaf geliyor,
kabul edilemez geliyor. Halbuki baktiginda insan olarak iki insan var, iki beden var, mutlular,
beraberler, anlastyorlar, konusuyorlar bu yani.” (Melek Zeyrek)

176 “Fazla bir sey olamayacagi, iste dogurganlifmin olmamasi ya da o ddneme kadar zaten
dogurganligim1 bitirmis oldugu, cinselligi istemeyecegi ya da iste erkegi mutlu edemeyecegi
varsayiliyor, artik bir anne olarak daha ¢ok bakiliyor olabilir.” (Giizin Celik)

17 “Yine toplumsal diye diisiiniiyorum. Bir de kadinlardan da tabi ki geng sevgilisi olabilecek camia

belli, hep televizyonlardaki artistlerde vesaire onlarda bdyle yas1 biiylik olup bayan, gen¢ sevgili

diyelim, bir tek onlarda var. ama toplumumuzda yadirganiyor. Belki anne olmalarindan dolay1 iste,
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Once again, the identity of motherhood becomes prominent in Sinem’s and Giizin’s
statements, which may socially stand against women to pursue their own desires or
might hold them back in terms of love. Sinem also implied that this opportunity can
only be an option to women, who are celebrities or members of high society.
However, Gaye’s point disproves her. She exemplified the well-known couple Piar
Altug and Yagmur Atacan, who are both actors and married since 2008, ‘despite’
Pmnar Altug is 11 years older than his. Gaye was right; because since the very
beginning of their relationship, Turkish magazine was not only highly critical about
their relationship and also very persistent about not to acknowledge their love. Even
after almost ten years of their marriage, their relationship may still be seen as socially
awkward by some.

“So you know we also have such an example. For instance, Yagmur Atacan

and Pmar Altug were talked a lot. I can’t understand this. Why is there no

problem when a man dates with a young woman whereas the otherwise is

unacceptable? In my opinion there shouldn’t be a problem. This is completely

interaction of two people in terms of body and physiology. So it should be.

Moreover, this type of things shouldn’t be talked at all. Private life of people
must be respected.” (Gaye Caliml1)*®

Another well-known couple were mentioned a lot during my interviews, who are the
President of France Emmanuel Macron and his wife Brigitte Macron. Even after few
interviews | felt the necessity to formulate Macron’s as a question and asked about
the opinions of my respondents about that couple. | was lucky that during my
fieldwork, this couple was highly famous due to their age difference. (I also could not
help but wonder, whether it would have been that newsworthy though, if the age
difference between Macron’s was the opposite. Probably not, at least not in this

manner!)

topluma yerlesmis bir sey var; kadin ahlakli olmalidir, zaten belli bir yasam seyi olmalidir, esi nikahli
olmalidir vesaire bunlardan kaynakli.” (Sinem Cigek)

178 “Yani bizde de bdyle bir drnek var biliyorsunuz. Yagmur Atacan ve Pmar Altug mesela gok
konusuldu. Yani ben bunu anlamiyorum. Neden bir erkek kendinden geng bir bayanla oldugunda sorun
olmuyor da; bir kadin kendinden geng bir erkekle oldugu zaman sorun oluyor. Bence de bir sorun
olmamasi lazim. Bu tamamen bedensel ve fiziksel insanlarin etkilesimi. Yani olmali, konusulmamali
da hatta bu tarz seyler. Insanlarin 6zel hayatina saygi gosterilmeli.” (Gaye Caliml1)
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When we were talking about women with younger men, Macron’s visibility is
evaluated as a highly positive aspect by all women that | interviewed and they
exemplified Macron’s in order to emphasize that there is nothing wrong and/or
unnatural about this. Especially Suna and Hale appreciated Brigitte Macron due
to her visibility as a public figure to subvert taboos around middle aged women.

“Hopefully, current President of France saved us all!” (Fulden Karaca)'"®

“I really appreciated and saw her on TV as well. They seem very happy, the
woman is very charming also. Why not?” (Hale Toprak)'®

“Our morning conversation last week was this: how older is wife of French
President than himself. He is 39, she is 68. When he was 17, she was her
teacher. Woman declared like this: Why we can always see a woman with a
man who is much older than her but why can’t be man is younger one and
woman is older. If the other way around is okay then there is no reason for this
not to be.” (Suna Elibol)*®

Nevertheless, the case of Macron’s illustrates that, even in this case all the credit may
tend to be given to the male party as did by Tiilin by appreciating men’s ‘courage’ to
take an older wife. Tiilin’s statements may be evaluated as realist; but also it is

undeniable that how dominant are the social values attached to feminine ethos.

“I think what he did was such a beautiful thing. She is older, just think how
many years he can be with her in that level. Yet, he married her just for love
without any count. So he wants to be with her for life, can you imagine that?
He didn’t care about her beauty. She was about 68, how many more years can
she stay like this? He never thinks that. He didn’t consider that she will be
wrinkled, or worried about how he is going to carry her by him. It is a very
good thing. I think not all man can do the same. It is such a nice behaviour. |
liked it.” (Tiilin Piir)!82

179 «“Neyse ki su Fransa Cumhurbaskani kurtardi hepimizi.” (Fulden Karaca)

180 “Ben ¢ok takdir ettim kadmi da gordiim televizyonda. Cok da mutlu gériiniiyorlar ¢ok da hos bir
kadin. Neden olmasin.” (Hale Toprak)

181 “Gecen hafta sabahleyin muhabbetimiz seydi: Fransa cumhurbaskani Macron karisi kendinden kag
yas biiyiik. Adam 39 yasinda, kadin 68 yasinda. 17 yasindayken kadin 6gretmen onu okutuyor filan.
Kadin sey diyor. Neden hep yasli bir adamin yaninda kendisinden yasca ¢ok kiiciik bir kadim
gorebiliyoruz ama adam geng kadin iste ondan biiyiik neden olmasin, diger tiirlii oluyor da bunun
olmamasi i¢in aslinda higbir sebep yok.” (Suna Elibol)

182 “Bence adamin yaptid1 ok giizel bir sey. Kadin yash, kag yas yash, o kadinla kag sene o seviyede

beraber olabilirsin bir onu diigiin ama adam hesaplamadan sirf sevgi i¢in onla evlenmis. Yani bir dmiir

onunla beraber olmay istiyor, diisiinebiliyor musun? Ne kadinin giizelligine ne seyligine bakmamus.
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This section can be considered maybe the most significant part of my entire thesis.
Therefore, | tried to cover everything without skipping any important points. The
social construction of feminine ethos, its repercussions on middle age women and
gender inequality in midlife will continue be elaborated in the next section together
with its relationship with physical aging, youth and beauty.

6.2.2. Youth & Beauty

Parallel with the discussion related with reproduction and sexuality, being young or
at least looking young and having an appearance compatible with mainstream beauty
standards are also significant dynamics, which contributes constructing feminine
ethos and sustains gender inequalities even in the middle age of women. In my
interviews, this issue has come up many times. It should be noted that aging is an
inevitable fact, which tend to create a certain level of gloominess upon individuals;
yet its social meanings manifests itself in various ways differing from not only woman
to woman; but also between genders. In this section, the main focus would be around
how women shape their social lives and take a subjective position against the
expectations related with youth and beauty. In order to open the discussion Deniz’s
statement is actually quite explanatory and guiding towards elaborating the issue.

“Actually there must be sadness of losing something in people but this shouldn’t
be turn into rivalry either. Of course I can’t look younger than a person younger
than me or more beautiful than a person more beautiful than me. I am simply
what T am. T don’t want to be in such rivalry. To me, that rivalry is created
between people and it is what disturb us now.” (Deniz Ozgiir)'®

Deniz especially emphasized that the real thing, which burdens women about aging

and bodily decay is more than the decay itself; but an artificial competition triggered

Kadin 68 yasinda mi neydi, ka¢ sene daha o sekilde kalabilecek mesela? Ama adam onu hig
diisiinmiiyor. Bu kadin burusacak, kirisacak ben bu yanimda nasil tastyacagim dememis. Cok giizel bir
sey yani. Bence her erkegin yapamayacagi bir sey. Cok giizel bir davranis. Benim hosuma gitti.” (Tiilin
Piir)

183 “Aslinda bu olmali bir seyleri kaybetmenin bir hiiznii olmali insanda ama bu seye de déniismemeli,
bir rekabete de doniismemeli. Tabii ki ben geng bir insandan daha geng gosteremem, giizel insandan
daha giizel duramam neysem oyum yani. Oyle bir rekabete girmek istemem ben. Oyle bir rekabet de
yaratiliyor bana gdre insanlar arasinda bizi rahatsiz eden o su anda.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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among women by social values. Actually, her analysis is neither inaccurate, nor
unfamiliar. The objectification of women as ever-young and ever-beautiful condemns
women at every age especially the women who are in their ages of puberty often
manifesting itself with eating disorders for example. Moreover, feminist theory
together with women’s movement have been dealing with this issue since forever.
However, the visibility of middle aged women related with these issues is more open
to questions when compared to younger women. In parallel, from the women’s
accounts, it may be inferred that the concerns related with looking young and beautiful
may be an ongoing process dominating women'’s lives; although, its appearances and
women’s reactions towards it may transform through age. In my conversations with
women, | observed a dominant tendency to compare their physical appearance with
other women in order to feel themselves better about themselves. Deniz pointed on
that with following words:

“People constantly start comparing themselves with their peers after menopause.

I guess | developed a fear of old age. It is like whether | look older than her, am

I getting older? But | observed my peers and saw that I am not that old which

seemed uplifting to me. Okay I’ve entered a process. But at least let it happen. I

had concern of getting older. But it happened because | got old, that is a fact, |

am getting older at the end. Menopause is in fact precursor of getting older.”
(Deniz Ozgiir)'#

After hearing Deniz’s and few other’s statements about the tendency to compare
themselves with other women, | added this among interview questions and asked to
my remaining respondents about this issue, the majority of which responded
affirmatively. From this tendency it may be concluded that ‘to be perceived as
beautiful’ is so intrinsically embraced by women that it contributes to their identity as
women even in the middle age despite the fact that many personal goals are achieved
especially regarding my respondents. Correspondingly, middle age may be extra

184 “Insan kendini yasitlariyla kiyaslamaya basliyor siirekli menopoza girdikten sonra. Bir yaslilik seyi
oldu bende sanirim korkusu. iste ben acaba ondan daha m1 yagh gésteriyorum, yaslantyor muyum filan
tarzinda. Ama ben goézlemledim kendi yasitlarimla goézlemledigimde ¢ok da yashi olmadigimi
diistiniince goriince bu bana bir art1 gibi geldi. Tamam bdyle bir siirece girdim. Ama artik biraz da
olsun yani o slirecim de olsun. Yaslaniyorum artik endigem oldu benim. Ama o da zaten yaslandigim
icin oldu tabii, boyle bir gergeklik var yaslaniyorum sonugta. Zaten menopoz da yaslanmanin bir siireci
onun habercisi gibi.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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challenging for women who are indeed physically beautiful and sexually attractive.
As mentioned before, according to my personal opinion Piraye was an enormously
attractive woman drawing attention with her physical appearance and Western type
of beauty, which is also marginal considering mainstream type of Turkish women.
However, she emphasized a crucial point that her beauty is actually is the source of
her emotional collapse as well, which has accelerated with the beginning of her
menopausal experience. She explained that she was so used to be admire herself as
beautiful and also admired by others as a beautiful woman that the possibility of losing
her attractiveness with menopause created a huge stress for her and even made her
question her identity.

“I've had the challenge of being a beautiful woman during my entire life. Always
being very beautiful, lots of attention and interest. I’ve always seen this.
Consequently, what | feel is like that: A friend of mine told me that and | agree
with her comment, when a beautiful and spoilt Hollywood star grows older and
fall into disfavor. No one likes her or wants her for movies, | experienced
something similar to that. Maybe | psychologically dragged myself into this
since | went through menopause. Due to increase of fat, change of skin, start of
wrinkles and so forth, the attention | usually attract was decreased. Of course
there was a refusal on that. Because | used to receive compliments in the past.
Oh you are so beautiful, oh you are so cool, oh you are so sexy so forth. This is
first time [ am explaining these since it’s a research subject. It is not self worship,
my life was like that. Men admired, women admired. Oh really, how beautiful |
was. I wasn’t realizing these when | was told but when | look my old pictures
now, | am saying that | was really like an artist. | am saying that people were
right. So what happened now and | have a decline on that too. How | went
through menopause and they threw me off from cliff, so | experienced similar
situation at that too. Since | had always been liked and praised, now | get
annoyed when I don’t receive any. Whenever someone tells me that oh were you
like that, you gained so much weight, lose some weight, it disturbs me a lot. |
get extra demoralized.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®

185 “Hayatim boyunca giizel kadin olmanin zorlugunu yasadim ben. Hep ¢ok giizel olmak, hep ¢ok ilgi
hep ¢ok alaka. Hep bunu gordiim. Dolayisiyla benim hissettigim sey s6yle oldu. Bunu bana bir
arkadasim sdyledi de ben katiliyorum onun bu yorumuna. Hani Hollywood star1 hep bdyle simartilmis
giizel sey filan, ve yaslandig1 zaman birden bire gozden diiser ya. Artik onu kimse begenmez istemez
artik film filan da ceviremez, ben dyle bir sey yasadim agikg¢asi. Kendimi de psikolojik olarak belki
ona siiriikledim menopoza girdim artik iste filan diye. Ama tabii hani bu yaglanmanin artmasi, kilo
cildin degismesi, kirisikliklarin baslamasi filan ayrica tabii ¢evremden de gordiigiim ilgi azaldi. Tabii
onda da bir kabullenememe oldu. Ciinkii aligmigim ya boyle hep giizel, hep iltifat hep sey. Ay ¢ok
giizelsiniz, ay ¢ok havalisiniz, ay ¢ok seksisiniz bilmem ne. Ben simdi ilk defa burada bunlar
acikliyorum ama arastirma konusu oldugu i¢in. Hani burada bir kendini begenme olay1 degil; yasamim
Oyle gecti yani. Erkekler begendi, kadimnlar begendi. Vay hakikaten ben ne giizelmisim filan. Simdi ben
bakiyorum bunlar1 ben ¢ok fark etmiyordum bana sdylendiginde ama simdi bakiyorum mesela eski
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Piraye’s candid explanation of herself has reminded me the movie starred by Julianne
Moore named ‘Maps to the Stars’ (2014), in which a Hollywood star’s story has
depicted, who lost her charm and returns empty-handed from auditions due to her age.
Piraye’s life shows resemblances with this fictional character; but as it is seen, the
story is actually originated from real life experiences of women, who are also
portrayed in Gail Sheehy’s book (1992). Another thing, which may be inferred from
Piraye’s statement is that being beautiful and attractive may seem as ‘liberating’ for
women to open every door in a heteronormative society; yet the reality is actually
coercive after midlife especially in the case of women who perceives their beauty as
an integral part of their subjectivity. Correspondingly, Piraye uttered a huge longing
towards her youthful body in a very agonized way. However, Piraye was not the only
one who admits that she missed her youthful body.

“Thus, when I look in a mirror, frankly I get demoralized. | am looking for my

old body shape so much. I always want to turn back to my old form. I try to see

it on the mirror, remember it by looking. So | am telling to myself that | had

hourglass body shape, | always look into mirror and say oh can I turn back to

my old shape, can it be? With this concern | started to do yoga, | did plates for a

while. Pilates is over, | continued yoga for a while afterwards. Yoga was far

more effective. | absolutely recommend all women who went through
menopause, they should practise yoga.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®®

resimlerime filan ya hakikaten artist gibiymisim diyorum. insanlar hakliymus filan diyorum. E ne oldu
simdi onda da bir diisiis yasadim. Nasil menopoza girdim birdenbire ugurumdan attilar beni, ¢ onda da
Oyle bir sey yasadim. Hep begenildigim ve 6vgii aldigim igin, almadigim zaman rahatsiz oluyorum bu
sefer. Birisi bana simdi dedigi zaman, ay sen boyle miydin ¢ok kilo almigsin ver su kilolarin1 dedigi
zaman bu bana c¢ok batiyor. Ekstradan moralim bozuluyor.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

186 «“Q yiizden aynanin karsisina gectigimde hakikaten hep bdyle bir moralim bozuluyor. Eski halimi
artyorum yani, ¢ok artyorum. Hep dénmek istiyorum eski halime. Eski halimi gérmeye, hatirlamaya
caligtyorum. Iste diyorum ya kum saati viicudum vardi, hep aynanin karsinda bakiyorum aaay diyorum
ben tekrar o halime dénebilir miyim, olabilir miyim filan diye. Iste bu kaygiyla hemen yogaya
yazilmistim, pilatese gittim bir siire igin. Pilates bitti, biraz yogaya gittim. Yoga ¢ok ¢ok daha fazla
etkili oldu. Kesinlikle menopoza giren tiim kadinlara tavsiye ediyorum, kesinlikle yoga yapsinlar.”
(Piraye Yiiksek)
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“Of course 1 miss my old body. You try to turn back time. To turn it back, you
start doing sports which you never did before, or taking care of yourself. Now |
am in that mood, yes.” (Suna Elibol)*®¥’

I should clarify that not all participants feel sorry about the passing of youthful years
and losing their beauty. In fact, the majority of women declared that although they
can feel sad from time to time related with aging, it did not devastate them in a severe
way. As a matter of fact, some declared that they are looking forward their elderly
years. To illustrate, Nazan stated that cosmetic operations are meaningless for her;
while Zuhal emphasized her admire for elder women. The common point in both
statements can be summarized that they both disagree with the idea that women
should try to look beautiful in their whole life.

“Oh, 1 also think that everything should be experienced. | mean, my old age,
seeing wrinkles on my face. | mean there is no need for things that is injected.
Of course | buy creams, antioxidant medicines, so forth. For example | buy and
use these however, apart from that | am against botox since it alters facial
expressions. It results in extremely artificial faces. Lips do not move, all of them
look like identical and their expressions are modified.” (Nazan Bahadir)*8®

“We are always stretch ourselves in order to become younger and more
beautiful. We can get old, so what? I, for example, adore women who proudly
walk around with white hair. Incidentally, I met with an old woman this morning.
With her white hair she was so sweet. So this is a reality of the life. Not preferring
women over middle age is simply a loss. Eventually, this is a result of life and if
this life is for all of us, not only for retirement rest only, we also should be
productive and work happily about this. We should make them accept. | think
both women and men should be convinced to this.” (Zuhal Isik)*®

187 “Eski viicuduma bir 6zlem tabii oluyor. Zamam geri dondiirmeye calistyorsun. Geri déndiirmek
icin de iste daha 6nce yapmadigin sporlara, bakimlara filan bagliyorsun tabii ki. Su anda o moddayim
ben evet.” (Suna Elibol)

18 «“Ay ben bir de her seyin yasanmasi gerektigini diisiiniiyorum. Yani yashhigimi yiiziimde
gorebilmeyi kirisikliklarl. Yani gerek yok 6zellikle enjekte edilen seylere gerek yok. Tabii kremler
mremler, antioksidan ilaglar filan bunlari ben aliyorum mesela, yapiyorum ama onun diginda botoksluk
seylere su yilizden karsiyim, yiiz ifadesini degistiriyor, yani boyle asir1 sey suratlar oluyor, yapay
suratlar. Dudaklar oynamryor boyle hepsi ayni tornadan ¢ikmis gibi ayni oluyor, ifadeleri degisiyor.”
(Nazan Bahadir)

189 “Ama biz kendimizi hep sey yapiyoruz, daha geng olalim daha giizel olalim, yaslanmayalim diye

geriyoruz. Halbuki yaslanalim yani ne var. Ben mesela beyaz sagiyla 6zgiivenle dolasan kadinlara

hayran oluyorum. Tesadiif bugiin sabah yine bir teyze ile goriistiim. Bembeyaz saglariyla o kadar hos

ve tath goziikiiyor ki; bu da hayatin bir gercegi yani. Sey de bir kayip iste orta yasin lizerindeki kadin

¢ok tercih edilmemesi... Sonugta bu hayatin getirdigi bir sey ve bu hepimizin eger ¢alisma siireciyse

bu sadece emeklilik i¢in degil de iiretken olup bundan mutluluk duyarak calismaya devam etmesi ¢ok
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When | asked Zuhal to elaborate on what women should do in order to make people
acknowledge women in their natural state, she emphasized the importance of work
life and professionality, whose significance has been mentioned also in the issues
related with reproduction and sexuality. Once more, it reveals how critical is women’s
participation in working life in order to equip themselves with achievements to cope
with feminine ethos and construct a more stable and stronger subjectivity. From their
statements, | assume that among middle and lower class women who are housewives
and could not have the opportunity for education and professional training, the
experience of menopause may be even more oppressive. Here, it should be
emphasized that the assumptions of feminist theory about the conceptualization nature
and culture were highly accurate; so, the concept of gender is not ignored in my thesis
but it brought a corporeal expansion to it in order not to exclude middle aged and
elderly women from the picture of women’s struggle.

“You’ll understand this more clearly when you work in the future, the identity

of women, who are independent, working and struggling with many challenges

by themselves, overrules the notion of beauty. We prefer living more mentally

or with our own success. Beauty doesn’t provide us anything, neither deficiency
nor positive value.” (Zuhal Isik)!*

Tiilin also asserted that physical aging is not fearful to her. However, I discovered
that she builds her opinions about it by justifying the sacred status of motherhood and
grand motherhood, in which she assumes that everyone should desire being a
grandma.

“I do not observe myself by saying like | grew older one more year and this and

that kind of changes happened on me. | am 47 now. You adapt your appearence

without even realizing it. Moreover, | really like headscarfed, sweet grannies. |
want to be like that when that time comes. So we don’t have to be perfect and

giizel. Bunu kabullendirmeliyiz. Yani hem kadinlara hem erkeklere kabullendirmeliyiz diye
diisiiniiyorum.” (Zuhal Isik)

190 “Daha ¢ok, - bunu galistifin zaman anlayacaksin-, bizim bir de kendisi ¢alisan, ayaklar iizerinde
durabilen, birgok zorlukla tek basina miicadele eden kadinlarin kimligi giizelligin 6tesine gegiyor.
Daha ¢ok mental tarafta ya da kendi basarilarimizla yasamayi tercih ediyoruz. Bu bize sey saglamiyor
yani, hani bir eksiklik veya art1 deger ¢ok saglamiyor.” (Zuhal Isik)
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well-kept. How beautiful is being a mother, so is being a aunt or granny too.”
(Tiilin Piir)!®

In the field | realized that except of few women, almost all of my respondents are
content about their body image and do not feel themselves devastated from physical
signs of decay through aging. On the other hand, almost all of them also implied that
feeling themselves as beautiful is an important aspect on their daily mood and in order
to feel themselves self-confident. Cansel’s statement was striking for me about the
issue upon my question ‘what kind of gains do you consider can be gained from a day
that you feel yourself beautiful?’
“I become so energetic, | believe that | can defeat everything. It’s bad I know,

but I feel like taht anyway. We attribute a greatly important meaning to physical
appearance.” (Cansel Keskin)!®?

Cansel explained herself within a very strong expression by saying ‘defeat
everything’; but she was not alone about her position. Similar remarks were made
also by my other respondents. For example, Fulden admired make-up to switch her
mood in a positive state.

“Oh it differs very much. I feel so upset if I don’t put on make-up. | feel bad

when | see whites in my hair. Except these, | use a load of creams, | am spending

money for plenty of cosmetic products. I haven’t got anything (cosmetic
procedures) done yet to my face but | want to do it.” (Fulden Karaca)'®

Correspondingly, witnessing the decay in body through personal observation or due

to medical interventions are considered as challenging for some women. In that sense,

191 “Bir yas daha yaslandim ama suramda da soyle olmus. Ya da kendimi oturup da incelemiyorum
mesela. Simdi 47 yagindayim ama. Zaten hig farkinda olmadan ona uyum sagliyorsunuz. Ayrica mesela
bag1 kapall, tatli, tontos babaanneler nineler benim ¢ok hosuma gider. Zamani geldigi zaman ingallah
ben de 6yle olmak isterim. Yani ¢ok da bakimli dort dortliik olacak seyimiz yok ki. Anne olmak nasil
giizel bir sey, teyze olmak, hala olmak, babaanne olmak anneanne olmak da ¢ok giizel bir sey.” (Tiilin
Piir)
192 «“Cok enerjik oluyorum, her seyi yenebilecegimi diisiiniiyorum. K&tii ama dyle iste. Dis goriiniise
muazzam anlamlar yiikliiyoruz.” (Cansel Keskin)

193 “Ay ¢ok fark ediyor. Makyaj yapmazsam kendimi ¢ok mutsuz hissediyorum. Saglarimin beyazini
goriince kendimi kotli hissediyorum. Onun disinda bir yigin krem kullanirim, bir y1gin kozmetik
irlinline para veriyorum. Heniiz bir sey yaptirmadim mesela ylizime gdziime ama, yaptirmak
istiyorum.” (Fulden Karaca)
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complained about her wrinkles and increasing cellulites; whereas Hale’s point was

about her experience of breast cancer and deformation in her breast due to surgery.
“When | observe cellulitis or sagging skin on my body, it makes me sad, that
disturbs me.” (Cansel Keskin)!%

“T haven’t lost my breast. Only a part of iy was removed near the tumor. But
now, there is a significant difference in aesthetics between my breasts in terms
of size and shape. My clothes and bra masks this, however, I myself know what
is really there inside. Or if I buy my regular sized bra, some part of it stays empty.
My mother’s single breast was removed right after me. My aunt was telling me
that she becomes agressive on the days that she gets bath. It because she would
see herself. By the way, my mother is 42 years older than me. No matter what
the age is, women care about this.” (Hale Toprak)'®

The ontological point advocating an embodied subjectivity is vividly materialized in
Hale’s statement, in which she shares hers and her mother’s experiences related with
breast cancer. Within a similar point of view Esra, who experienced an emotional
distress related with menopausal transition and tried very hard to get over it almost
for two years, recalled her days of depression by indicating that she could not even
pick clothes for herself; because she thought that nothing would go with her deformed
body from now on. Yet, she also admitted that, that feeling did not last so her
perception back then did not reflect the reality but more about her perception about
herself and her body. Therefore, it would be wrong to assume women in those
relations as if they take a passive position. On the contrary, as it is apparent also from
formerly mentioned statement s of other women, women are constantly struggling
with feminine ethos in an empowering way.

“That’s the other thing, I couldn’t find clothing to suit myself. However, serious

weight gain or losses occur during this transition periods.l haven’t lost any

though, but as a result of gaining weight, you attribute these to that. Like, oh |
went through menopause nothing will suit me anymore. Especially if you were

194 «“Ama viicuttaki seliilitleri, sarkintilar1 kendi viicudumda gordiigiimde ona iiziiliiyorum, o beni
rahatsiz ediyor.” (Cansel Keskin)

195 «Simdi ben mememi kaybetmedim. Tiimériin etrafindan bir kisim alindi. Fakat boyut olarak, sekil
olarak simdi ciddi bir miktarda estetik fark var iki memem arasinda. Kiyafetlerim veya sutyenim bunu
kamufle ediyor ama ben onun &yle oldugunu biliyorum. Veya normal sutyen bedenimi aldigimda onun
ici bos kaliyor, bir kismi. Benden sonra annemin tek memesi alindi. Teyzem diyordu ki banyo yapacagi
giinler asabi oluyor. Kendini gorecegi i¢in. Ki benim anneme aramda 42 yas var. Kag yasinda olursa
olsun, kadin bunu 6nemsiyor.” (Hale Toprak)
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45 kilos before. You can’t fit in dresses. You ask yourself that who will like me
anymore. But when I look now, those things have long been past and don’t
happen anymore.” (Esra Karadeniz)%

Since, no studies related with cosmetic operations in menopausal years are covered
in the in the chapters related with the literature review about the experience of
menopause, several women agreed that they are helpful in order to cope with negative
attitudes towards their body image; while uttering it rather in an arbitrary way.
“Absolutely, I’d have it, absolutely. For example, if my belly fat were removed
I would be very happy. [...] Of course, it happened, I was feeling better and more

beautiful before. It doesn’t have significant emotional effect though. You don’t
mind as ypu did in puberty.” (Nehir Erdem)®’

“Surely it solves. Positive change in body also reflects upon the human spirit.
Because age is already increasing. Because of menopause, new fears begin. |
don’t have so many fears, however, person’s world view changes a bit more.
You feel happier when you see yourself physically more beautiful and younger.”
(Suna Elibol)*®

Another important aspect related with cosmetic operations that it becomes a trend and
nowadays and it is perceived as a usual and necessary procedure for all. Due to this
new meaning of cosmetic medical interventions, some women declared that they face
peer pressure from their friends and colleagues even if they are not bothered from
their body in general. Therefore, it is understood that decisions of women about

undergoing cosmetic operations may be influenced by this trend. Deniz and Zuhal

19 “Bir de o var, mesela kiyafet begenemiyordum kendime, yakistirmiyordum. Ama iste bu gegis
donemlerinde de viicutta asirt kilo alma, zayiflama, bilmem ne filan oluyor. Gergi bende zayiflama hig
olmadi da asir1 kilo alma sonucunda onlar1 da ona bagliyorsun. Hah iste menopoz oldum artik higbir
sey Uzerime yakismiyor diye. 45 kilolardan gelince bir de. Kiyafetleri kendine yakistirmiyorsun.
Bundan sonra artik kim begenir ki beni diye diisiiniiyorsun. Artik bakiyorum da mesela pek kalmadi
onlar.” (Esra Karadeniz)

197 “yaptiririm kesin. Kesinlikle yaptiririm, kesinlikle. Mesela karm yaglarmm alsa bir ¢ok mutlu
olurum. [...]Oldu tabii, dncesinde daha iyi ve daha giizel hissediyordum. Ama bunun bana inanilmaz
getirdigi bir ruhsal agirlik yok. Ergenlik donemlerinde takildigin kadar takilmiyorsun.” (Nehir Erdem)
198 «“Kesinlikle ¢oziiyor. Bedendeki o olumlu degisiklik insanin ruhuna da yanstyor. Ciinkii yas zaten
ilerliyor. Menopoza girdigi i¢in insanin korkular filan basliyor. Cok korkum olmasa da; insanin yine
de hayata bakis1 birazcik daha degisiyor. Fiziksel olarak, kendini giizel ve daha bdyle geng gordiigiin
zaman daha mutlu oluyorsun tabii.” (Suna Elibol)
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addressed to this peer pressure, but also added that they still did consider this option

for them despite it is highly normalized in their immediate environment.

“Yes, there is social pressure. Nowadays new trends have arisen like fat
injection, botox etc., even young people have those done. This looks like a new
era of agelessness. | have colleagues who had cosmetic operations, some says
let’s do it. I can prefer surgery but I can’t bear doing it just because of peer
pressure. Why there is such pressure and insisting. Let us grow old, let youngs
be like young and olds be like old. Today, mothers look younger than their
children and children look older than their parents because of make-up. This
sounds ridiculous to me. Let me grow old and become a cute granny. To me,
interfering to that is not true. This is partly due to fact that I am working. If |
were retired or unemployed, | would feel this pressure less. Since our
environment is in mainly plaza buildings, it is a must to have cosmetic
operations.” (Deniz Ozgiir)**°

“I am one of the remaining people I know who hasn’t had operation. I was
thinking about it from time to time. There are last 5-6 people around me who
don’t have botox. It is not a obligation but getting normalized rapidly. I don’t
think it is disturbing though. However, it’s a fact that there are few peolpe who
don’t prefer surgery, especially in metropolis. For instance, when | visited
Ankara, my friend had an operation and surprised by the fact that that [ haven’t
had a surgery yet. It became normal thing just as having a haircut.” (Zuhal
I$1k)200

Melek and Zuhal also emphasized that working may be another factor influencing the
decision of women about this issue; because they are interacting with a lot of women,
who are white-collar workers in their work environment undergoing these procedures

due to the nature of their jobs. While Melek implied that she can feel herself ‘too

199 «“BEvet bir toplumsal bask1 oluyor. Simdi bir de sey modalar1 ¢ikt: ya, yag enjekte etme, botoks filan,
hatta gencler bile yapiyor bunu. Yassizlik gibi bir déneme girildi sanki. Iste arkadaslarim var yaptiran,
hadi gel yaptiralim diyenler var. Ben kendime yaptirabilirim de, sirf bunu sey baskisiyla yapmayi
kendime yediremem ben sahsen. Niye bdyle bir dayatma baski olsun. Birakin yaslanalim ya, biraz
gencler geng olsun, yaslilar yasli gibi olsun. Simdi bakiyoruz, anneler ¢ocuklarindan geng, ¢cocuklar
makyajla annelerinden bilyiik goriiniiyorlar. O da bana bir sagma geliyor. Birakin da biraz yasli, tonton
bir teyze olayim yani yavastan artik, ona ¢ok miidahale etmek bana dogru gelmiyor bana. Calistigim
icin de bu boyle biraz aslinda. Emekli olsam veya ¢alismasam boyle bir baskiy1 daha az hissederdim
bence. Bizim ¢evremiz hep plazalar ¢iinkii, bdyle estetik vesaire seyler peynir ekmek gibi,
yaptirmayani déviiyorlar.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

200 “Benim etrafimda yapmayanlardan biriyim ben. Ben de diyorum ki ben de mi yapsam. Benim de
etrafimda son 5 6 kisi filan botoks yaptirmayan. Bu bir zorunluluk gibi degil de dogal olarak
normallestiriliyor gittikge. Rahatsiz edici boyutta gelmiyor o ayr1 konu. Ama yapmayan gercekten az
sayida kisi var bu bir gergek. Hele de biiyiik sehirlerde. Ankara’da mesela ayni sekilde gittigimde
Ankara’daki arkadasim da yaptirmisti. Nasil hala yapmadin diye sasiriyor. Gayet normal hani kuafore
gitmek gibi bir sey olmus.” (Zuhal Isik)
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aged’ among them, Zuhal addressed to a more important issue in the banking sector,
in which not only younger women are tend to be preferred over them; but also,
mentioned that some women ‘use’ their beauty and femininity to achieve higher job

status.

“Let’s say a little bit of peer pressure. This pressure seems like happens by itself
for plaza workers or white-collar workers. Everybody has operation, like it is
dying hair. There are concerns like sould I have it done too, or do I look terrible
around them but I do not severely feel like that yet. Maybe I’ll decide having
botox when I’'m 50-55 because of difference in appearance between others.
Depends on my psychological state in the future.” (Melek Zeyrek)?°*

“Nowadays, bank employers also experience such a situation. As a new era,
where young people are preferred even if they are less experienced. Banking
sector has altered drastically compared to our time. It has become more like
relations management. Everything is built on sales and marketing. Yes, in lots
of sectors, sales and marketing is the sustenance of those. But, to me, there is
another point, how can I say, favoring only youth and ignoring the experienced
can’t provide much for companies. Furthermore, some women are using this to
promote or other things, meanwhile majority of managers are male in our sector
unfortunately. | said it because | came across with this.” (Zuhal Is1k)?*

Although, these social settings, which can socially pressurize women towards
cosmetic interventions, a lot of my respondents underlined that their subjective
perception about themselves are strong enough not to be manipulated by others and
influence their decisions about their body and body image. This may also be related
with women’s class position and social status, which I assume the picture would be

different if lower class women or not working women are investigated in detail. Giizin

201 “Birazcik mahalle baskisi diyeyim, bu bélge, plaza galisan1 ve ya beyaz yakali ¢alisanlar tirnak
icinde, Oyle bir baskr kendiliginden olusuyormus gibi oluyor. Herkes yaptirdi, hani o sa¢ boyatma
meselesi gibi. Ben de mi yaptirsam acaba, ¢cok mu onlarin yaninda kotii goriiniiyorum falan gibi bir
diisiince geciyor insanlarin aklindan ama heniiz daha 6yle ¢ok hissetmiyorum. Belki 50-55 yasina
gelince ben de c¢ok fark oldu aramizda deyip kosa kosa gidip hadi surama botoks yaptirayim
diyebilirim. O giinkii psikolojime gore.” (Melek Zeyrek)

202 «Su anda bankacilarin bir de 6yle bir durumu var. Yeni siire¢ olarak sdyleyeyim. Ne kadar insanlar
tecriibeli olsa da, daha geng insanlar tercih ediliyor. Ciinkii bizim anladigimiz manada bir bankacilik
yok, daha ¢ok aslinda iliski yonetimi gibi. Her sey satis ve pazarlama iizerine kurulmus. Evet bir¢ok
sektore de satis ve pazarlama sadece firmay ayakta tutan sey diyebiliriz. Ama soyle bir sey de var.
Nasil diyeyim. Tecriibenin gozard: edilip de yalnizca gengligin arti deger katmasi firmaya ¢ok sey
kazandirmayabilir. Ustelik terfi veya diger yollardan- yoneticilerin gogu maalesef erkektir bizim
calistigimiz yerlerde- bunu kullanan kadinlar da var maalesef var. Karsilastigim i¢in sdylemis olayim.”
(Zuhal Isik)
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finalized her response with three important questions, which summarized her position
about this issue very well by emphasizing that she does not feel herself to be beautiful
all time in order feel herself valuable.

“Every woman wants to look beautiful, this is a fact. However, I don’t feel

obligation to have botox, or anti-aging operation. | am saying that all of these
are related with being at peace with oneself.” (Gaye Caliml1)?®

“Maybe it is not being at peace with oneself or denial. Presenting themselves
differently. However, individuals are actually are beautiful regardless of age.
Each age has a different kind of beauty. What it (menopause) brought to me was
wrinkles but it supposed to happen. If | have surgery for this, will | look prettier
to the others? Why should | look beautiful? Should | look beautiful?” (Giizin
Celik)?%*

The issues related with cosmetic operations or personal care came to the forefront
about the concern of some women to fight against bodily decay not in the context of
beauty but in the context of maintaining their body’s endurance even in elderly ages.
The matter of ‘quality of life’ becomes prominent about this and menopausal
transition are often seen as a threat to it, which may also create a certain amount of
anxiety. For instance Tiilin and Filiz, their endeavor about menopause were more
focused of struggling against bodily deformation.

“To protect my body against decay. For example, | get skin care at home and |

am using lemon, honey and whatever my doctor suggested. |1 am trying to buy

everything herbal. It’s not okay to neglect menopause. Because body gets

weakened. It’s not only about menstruation. Body weakens. Quality of life
changes, your appearance changes.” (Tiilin Piir)?%

208 «7aten her kadin giizel gdriinmek ister, bu bir gercek. Ama dyle aman gideyim de kendime botoks
yaptirayim, anti-aging uygulama yaptirayim, boyle bir zorunluluk ben hissetmiyorum. Yani diyorum
ya bunlarm hepsi insanin kendisiyle barigik olmasiyla alakali.” (Gaye Calimli)

204 “Insanin kendiyle barisik olmamasi, kabullenmemesi belki. Kendini farkli gdstermesi. Hani insan
her yasta giizeldir oysaki. Her yasin ayr1 bir giizelligi vardir. Onun (menopoz) bana getirdigi evet,
buralarim kirigmis olabilir ama olmasit gereken bir sey. Hani ben buralarimi yaptirdigimda
karsimdakine ¢ok daha mi giizel goriinece§im? Niye glizel goriinmek zorundayim? Giizel goriinmek
zorunda miyim?” (Giizin Celik)

205 «Viicudumun diismemesi igin mesela cilt bakimlarm yaptirtyorum daha dikkat ediyorum iste evde
de mesela limonlar kullaniyorum, ballar, doktorum ne Onerdiyse bana. Distan bitkisel olup
alabilecegim her seyi yapmaya galistyorum. Ben menopoza girdim haydi yallah da olmuyor yani.
Cinki viicut disiiyor. Sirf senin adet olup olmaman degil ki menopoz. Viicudun diisiiyor. Kaliteli
yasamin degisiyor, goriiniisiin degisiyor.” (Tiilin Piir)
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“I didn’t observe any behaviors of hue and cry in myself. The most scaring one
is not sweat or hot flushes either, but physical deformation of body.[...]I felt
anxious and started doing sports and exercising. | said that | should do sports to
protect my body. Then | registered to a gym immediately.” (Filiz Moyar)?%

The remarks made by Tiilin and Filiz carry the discussions about the experience of
menopause to the context of chronological aging and health related concerns, which

will be dealt in the next section.

6.3. Discussing the Menopausal Embodiment in the Context of Chronological
Aging and Health: Staying Healthy & Becoming Healthier

As discussed before, the meanings related with the experience of menopause are
mostly referred together with the concerns of aging and health. In the related chapter,
it is referred that menopause may be perceived as a signifier of aging and, aside from
the worries about losing femininity, this may also create stress on women. However,
I acknowledge that fear of aging by itself is not very meaningful sociologically;
because almost everyone regardless of time, space and gender, are unwilling about
elderliness and it can be a matter of stress. On the other hand, when I look closer to
the generation of women I studied with, by considering not only the ‘zeitgeist’; but
also the class positions of women, | discovered that there are some patterns and
tendencies, which are engaged with ‘being ‘healthy’, ‘fit’, ‘fresh’ and ‘active’. As a
matter of fact, | tried to address these tendencies briefly in theorization of body at the
very beginning of my this study and agreed with the approaches of (Giddens, 1990)
(Bourdieu, 1984), who both argue that especially in a postmodern social setting body
has become as the mainstream way of self-expression and being fit and healthy has
even become an industry. Bourdieu also studies this issue further, in terms of its
intersections with class within his famous conceptualization of ‘habitus’ (Bourdieu,
1984). Parallel with the arguments of Giddens and Bourdieu, | also argue that not only
the body image; but also being healthy, active, fit and fresh manifests itself as a way

206 “Bagirip gagirma gibi bir seyim olmadi. Beni en gok korkutan ter de degil, ates basmasi da degil,
viicut seyi fiziksel deformasyon. [...]Endise ve kaygi duydum, sonradan spora yazildim. Direk benim
spor yapmam lazim, spora gideyim dedim hani viicudumu nasil koruyabilirim diye. Spor salonuna o
zaman yazildim.” (Filiz Moyar)
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of self-realization exclusively to upper class individuals, who work in white-collar
positions. Therefore, aside from the meaning of aging, women’s approach to
healthiness, fitness and wellness may also contribute to their positionality and
decision mechanisms towards ‘medicalization’ of menopause, which is the most
visible issue in former studies related with the experience of menopause. Furthermore,
| also argue that before dealing with medicalization of menopause in the next chapter,
in which the issues such as dialogue with medical experts, trust, reliability and

medical interventions are covered, Giddens’s and Bourdieu’s points are critical.

In order to investigate above mentioned issues | directly asked to my respondents
what does being healthy or wellness, which has a popularized term in Turkey roughly
for 15 years, mean to them. Upon this questions some of my interviewees responded
in medical terms including the words like ‘body-fat index’, ‘diabetes’, ‘cholesterol’

and also stressing exercising regularly.

“Being healthy to me, is having regular sleeps, without being influenced
negatively by what is eaten, without having insulin resistance, having normal
levels of blood pressure and cholesterol and most importantly feeling good
mentally. Of course, sport is an important factor here for both body and mental
health. I also got rid of my depression with sport at these times of cricis. I can’t
dance, but I can play tennis.” (Melis Kiz11)?%’

“Being healthy is doing sports, to speak in physical terms, having proper muscle-
fat ratio, not being too skinny though, but close to the normal value of body fat.
Having a proper muscle ratio. By saying healthy, I don’t mean only physical
things, but also having it in a clean way. It’s not using every cosmetic product
one on the top of another. Being clean, smelling clean, being happy, having
hobbies, looking outside of your world, keeping yourself happy, keeping your
friends and loved ones happy. I'm serious about the hobby thing, it’s very
crucial. And constantly adding something new to yourself. Health is these for
me. Having positive relationships with loved ones and family. To me, health is
this, it’s everything that is to say. It also means religion. Helping others, giving

207 «Saglikl olmak diizenli uykusu olmasi insanin, yediklerinin dokunmamasi, seker insiilin direnci
gibi seylerin olmamasi, tansiyonunun kolesteroliiniin olmamasi, en énemlisi ruhsal olarak kendini iyi
hissetmesi. Tabii ki spor burada hem bedensel hem ruhsal sagliga ¢ok biiyiik katki yapan bir sey. Ben
de zaten sporla kurtuldum bunalimli donemimde atlatmami sagladi. Ciinkii dansa gidemiyorum ama
tenis oynayabiliyorum.” (Melis Kizil)
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love, | mean, giving something both moral and material. Being happy.” (Filiz
Moyar)?%

Filiz’s attachment to being healthy as a prerequisite for happiness and description of
it like a religious attachment is worth emphasizing. On the other hand, although,
wellness has similar meanings to Beren, she stood critical about exaggeration of it
through popular trends.

“It means regular life. Sleeping and waking up in certain hours, saving time for

sports for certain days and hours, keeping away from 3-whites (flour, sugar and

salt). Eating local legumes like beans and lentil are also healthy, a regular life, |

mean, without much exaggeration like chia seeds an all . Actually, wellness is

this. It’s a recognition and awareness of what is harmful for oneself and reducing
those. It’s not exaggerated detox diets.” (Beren Yalvag)?®

As mentioned in the introduction of this section, being healthy is also supported by
ambitions towards being active and fresh, which is apparent in Nazan’s remarks.
Parallel with Filiz’s statement underlining ‘cleanness’, Nazan noted looking fresh can
be another criterion for healthiness.
“The description of being healthy is feeling yourself energetic all the time. To
me, healthiness means not getting exhausted, | mean not being fatigued. In the
second place, not visiting doctor every single day, but having minor health
problems and getting recovered from these only with minor treatments, without

medication. This is being healthy and fresh. You look and feel energetic.”
(Nazan Bahadir)?1°

208 «Saglikl olmak, spor yapmak, fiziksele bakarsak kas ve yag dengesinin dogru olmasi, dogruya
yakin olmasi, zapzayif olmak degil yani. Dogru bir kas oranina sahip olmak. Saglikli derken sadece
fiziksel de degil temiz sekilde sahip olmak. Her seyi yapistirip siirmek degil. Temiz olmak, temiz
kokmak, mutlu olmak, hobi yapmak, kendi diinyanin digina bakabilmek, kendini mutlu etmek, ¢evreni
mutlu etmek. Hobi derken de ciddiyim yani hobi konusu ¢ok kritik. Ve kendine yeni seyler katmak.
Benim i¢in saglik bu. Sevdikleriyle, aile tiyeleriyle giizel, pozitif iliskiler kurmak. Bence saglik bu ya,
bu her sey yani. Din demek bu ayni zamanda. Birine yardim etmek, sevgi vermek, maddi manevi bir
seyler vermek yani. Mutlu olmak.” (Filiz Moyar)

209 “Dyjzenli hayat: ifade ediyor. Belli saatte yatmak belli saatte kalkmak, belirli giinlerde belirli saatleri
spora ayirmak, 3 beyazdan uzak durmak bunlar aslinda. Cok abartmadan hani ¢iya tohumlarina filan
kagmadan hani yurdumun fasulyesini mercimegini tiiketmek de bir saglik aslina bakarsaniz, ¢ok
abartmadan diizenli bir yasam. Wellness bu aslinda ¢ok fazla abartmadan insanin kendi viicuduna
neyin zararli oldugunu fark edip o konular: azaltarak yasam bence wellness. Yoksa ¢ok abartili bir
sekilde detoks diyetleri degil.” (Beren Yalvag)

210 «Saglikli olmanin tarifi, kendini zinde hissetmek herhalde her zaman. Benim i¢in saglikli olmak su:
yorulmuyor olmak, yani bitkin olmamak. Ondan sonra her dakika doktora gitmemek. Cok az seyle,
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Some of my respondents also drew attention to mental well-being as well along with
physiological health. In fact, as discussed in criticizing Cartesian dualism of mind and
body, mental well-being did not embraced in a way implying psychic state but in more

eclectic way highlighting the subjective state as a whole.

“| can say that healthiness is actually not what is written on medical reports or
results, it’s not how you feel yourself or not what doctors tell you. I don’t mean
ignore your doctor and refuse his/her advices. | mean, if doctor says that you are
an advanced diabetic or patient with high blood pressure, but you are feeling fine
then you are not a sick person in my opinion. Even so, you would try to adapt
doctor’s prescription but it’s feeling good in every aspect.” (Melek Zeyrek)?'!

“The most important thing is health for me. Without health, going through
menopause, giving birth, being beautiful or rich do not mean anything. Maybe
you are doing well with fine foods and everything, but may not happy. Also,
mental health is as important as physical health. You can’t feel fine, if you aren’t
mentally healthy.” (Tiilin Piir)?*2

The issue related with health and the experience of menopause, osteoporosis was a
topic mentioned also by the majority of my respondents. Especially my respondents
like Gaye and Filiz considered osteoporosis as an important concern due to the fact
that in the cases of early menopause the likelihood of osteoporosis increases.

“Oh, I have osteoporosis. | am experiencing bone loss. Mine is related with early

menopause. But, | am being treated. | visit my doctor. Even, a regression was
observed in my osteoporosis lately.” (Gaye Calimli)?*®

ufak tefek saglik sorunlartyla atlatabilmek zamani, ilag kullanmadan. Fresh goziikmek yani saglikli
olmak odur ¢iinkii. Zinde goziikiirsiiniiz, enerjin bitmez.” (Nazan Bahadir)

211 «Spyle diyeyim hani doktor raporunda ya da iste tetkiklerde yazandan degil, senin kendini nasil
hissettigin ya da doktorun bile sana s6yledigi bir sey degil. Ha bu dikkat etme, onun dediklerini yapma
anlaminda séylemiyorum. Yani sen ¢ok agir seker hastasisin, tansiyon hastasisin diyor karsisindakine
o sirada Oyle hissetmiyorsa kisi hasta degil bence. Gene onun kurallarina uymaya calisacak tabi,
doktorun verdigi regeteye uymaya ¢alisacak ama bence insanin kendini iyi hissetmesi, her yoniiyle.”
(Melek Zeyrek)

212 “Benim i¢in en 6nemli sey saglik, saglik yoksa gergekten menopoz olmussun, regl olmussun,
dogurmugsun, dogurmamissin, giizel olmugsun, ¢irkin olmussun, paran ¢ok olmus, paran hi¢ olmamis
higbir faydasi yok yani. iyorsun i¢iyorsundur ama mutlu degilsindir. Simdi fiziksel oldugu kadar
zihinsel saglik da ¢ok 6nemli. Ben zihinsel olarak saglikli degilsen kendini iyi hissetmiyorsun zaten.”
(Ttilin Piir)

213 “Ayy kemik erimesi var bende. Ben kemik erimesini yasiyorum. Cok erken olmasiyla alakali
benimkisi. Ama iste tedavi oluyorum. Doktoruma gidiyorum. Hatta bir gerileme oldu benim kemik
erimemde.” (Gaye Calimli)

212



Additionally, as mentioned in Erol’s study (2009), parallel with the general tendency
in the world, osteoporosis and menopause is often closely related to each other in
Turkey as well especially at the beginning of the discourse of menopause reinvented
as a medical issue, which is also apparent in Erol’s analysis of TSMO. Therefore,
some respondents like Piraye and Hale osteoporosis was considered as a health risk,
which is feared and should be dealt with properly in menopausal years.

“First of all I think in terms of health, I'm afraid of cancer. Then, osteoporosis

is significant especially in terms of aging qualitatively. Teeth and bones are our
most important physical capital, since they are irreplaceable.” (Piraye Yiiksek)?*

“First of all I think in terms of health, I’'m afraid of cancer. Then, osteoporosis
is significant especially in terms of aging qualitatively. Teeth and bones are our
most important physical capital, since they are irreplaceable.” (Hale Toprak)?®

Unlike Hale and Piraye, Tilin and Nehir on the other hand disagreed with the
mainstream perception holding osteoporosis as a serious health risk for menopausal
women. Even, Nehir exemplified her husband, who suffers from osteoporosis despite

being male.

“Mind what you eat, go and do your sports, have a walk and you won’t have
osteoporosis. Osteoporosis is immediately linked with menopause, however, this
is wrong in my opinion.” (Tiilin Piir)?!

“I read an article of Osman Miiftiioglu about bone loss. Actually, bone loss is
not that scary as it is widely assumed. In my opinion, the word is awful,
‘melting’. (The colloquial expression of osteoporosis in Turkish is ‘melting of
bones’.) It indicates kind of a disappearance and people are afraid of this. It can
be beaten by taking calcium pills, eating white cheese, yoghurt and doing
exercise which puts load on bones. For instance, none of our chubby aunts have
bone loss. Their body is heavy and their bones are constantly working to carry
them. You should get calcium and lift weight. Bones hold calcium, if you apply

214 «Oncelikle saglik agisindan bakiyorum, kanser vakalarindan korkuyorum. Bunun akabinde de iste
osteoporoz kemik erimesi onemli Ozellikle kaliteli yaslanmak adina. Disler, kemikler en biiyiik
sermayemiz yerine gelmeyecek bir sey oldugu i¢in bu.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

215 “Yani yaptim, az ¢ok biliyorum neler oldugunu hatta kemik erimesi var mi1 diye ¢ok merak
ediyordum. Son onkoloji kontroliinde doktor kendisi bakmak istedi. Cok siikiir kemik erimesi yok,
benim igin en énemlisi oydu.” (Hale Toprak)

216 “Gidalarina dikkat et, git sporunu yap, yiirilyiisiinii yap kemik erimen olmasin yani. Onu
(osteoporosis) hemen onla (menopoz) eslestiriyorlar ama bence yanlis.” (Tiilin Piir)
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load on them. | felt much relieved when I learnt this. My husband has it, despite
he is male.” (Nehir Erdem)?’

The issues related with health and wellness, which has become a life trend in recent
years, are acknowledged by Melek and Suna, yet their perspectives differ from each
other. While Suna implied that increasing disposition of people going to gym and their
effort for seeking healthy nutrition options are gratifying social improvements; Melek
noted that ‘being healthy’ is a way for gaining social acceptance especially among
white-collars, but not really an individual choice.

“l wish this trend of sport and healthy life had started earlier. Then my body

would have been fitter and my brain would have been more relaxed. All in all,

doing sports and exercizing affects your toughts and everything.” (Suna
Elibol)?®

“That actually has started as a trend. There is now labelling of people as
‘outdated’ or ‘ignorant’, if one doesn’t know about these issues, or doesn’t apply
a healthy lifestyle. As a result, people tried to learn it swiftly. They tried to learn
these issues, that’s why it has spread so rapidly; not that everyone is a guru of
healthy life or anything. They eat baklava (Turkish sweet) at home, but ask
sugar-free lemonade outside to form an impression that they protect themselves
from diabetes.” (Melek Zeyrek)?°

Melek’s remark shows how class position is an important element in pursuing
healthiness and wellness parallel with Bourdieu’s analysis. As mentioned in the third

chapter, I mentioned my studying environment during the process of writing my

217 «Ya kemik erimesi, simdi ben bununla ilgili Osman Miiftiioglu’ nun bir yazisini okumustum.
Aslinda kemik erimesi diisliniildiigii kadar korkulacak bir sey degil. Bence kelime kotii: ‘erime’. Bir
yok olmaya tekabiil ediyor ya, insanlar odan korkuyorlar. Yoksa kalsiyum haplar1 alarak, bol bol beyaz
peynir, yogurt yiyerek art1 kemige yiik bindirecek tiirden bir egzersizle listesinden geliniyor. Mesela
bizim tombis teyzelerin higbirinde kemik erimesi yok. Viicut agir, onu tagimak i¢in ¢alistig1 i¢in kemik,
higbirinde kemik erimesi yok. Kalsiyum almaniz ve agirlik ¢aligmaniz gerekiyor. Kemigin iizerine yiik
bindirirseniz o kalsiyumu tutuyor. Onu 6grendikten sonra ben mesela ¢ok rahatladim. Benim egsimde
var, erkek olmasina ragmen.” (Nehir Erdem)

218 “K eske bu spor ve saglikli yasam trendi daha erken baslasayd: diyorum hep. Viicut o zaman daha
zinde olacak, beyin daha rahat olacak. Spor yapmak mesela ¢linkii diisiinceleri, her seyi etkiliyor
sonugta.” (Suna Elibol)

219 «Q da biraz aslinda moda olarak baslayip sey oldu, o konuda bilgi sahibi degilsen ya da onla ilgili
bir seyleri hayatina almadiysan, uygulamiyorsan biraz demodesin, geri kaldin, cahilsin gibi bir yafta
oldugu icin 6grenmeye calistt biraz insanlar. O konuyu 6grenmeye calisip, o konuda kendilerinin
eksikliklerini gidermeye calistilar ve onun igin ben o kadar hizli yayildigini diisiiniiyorum. Yoksa
herkes ¢ok fazla saglikli yasam gurusu degil yani. Evde gidip baklavalar1 yiyip disarida ay ben nane
limonata i¢eyim icinde de seker olmasin seyleri yapiyorlar.” (Melek Zeyrek)
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thesis, in which white-collars are working. Based on my observations in this
environment, | can also agree with Melek that especially the issues of healthy food
are in great demand and a major topic mentioned in many conversations among
colleagues. Moreover, conducting regular check-ups, or regular doctor visits to have
them checked are mostly seen as a must in that workplace and the ones, who disregard
those controls, tend to be perceived in a demeaning way, which also shows parallel
insights with Melek’s impression on people, who may behave in a conforming way

even they do not care for their nutrition in that sense.

In sum, this chapter | have discussed how subjective perception of women transforms
with the experience of menopause in the context of social meanings of menopause
like social stigmatization, loss of femininity, chronological aging and being healthy.
In the light of these discussions, next chapter will be on medicalization of menopause,
and how the experience of menopause is ‘talked’ among women including mothers,
friends and elder relatives, apart from the stereotypical image of menopausal women,
which is commonly known, in order to seek political ideals to include menopausal
women in feminist discourse and try answering the question how their existence can

contribute in feminist politics.
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CHAPTER 7

TALKING ABOUT MENOPAUSE

The aim of this chapter is discussing how the experience of menopause is shared by
women. Within this purpose, the chapter begins with investigating women’s dialogue
with their doctors and questions how medical experts approach women’s experience
of menopause and whether they respond to women’s emotional needs about the issue.
From this dialogue, dimensions related with medicalization of menopause, which is
an important focus of study in previous studies, will be analyzed in upper-middle
class, working women. Secondly, since this study also attributes a political
importance of women’s conversations with each other to generate an organic
epistemology about the experience of menopause, women’s relationship between their
friends, mothers and elder relatives will be focused in order to construe in which way
women share their experience of menopause and whether is there any transformation
of knowledge about embodied processes between women. Thirdly, the way in which
the experience of menopause is talked is also considered important in order to point
out the outsider/within status of menopausal women. In that sense, the tendencies of
hiding the experience and joking about menopause will be examined in a detailed
sense. Lastly, the political pursuit of this study will be supported by the aim of
defeating the cloak of silence around the experience of menopause, in which the

empowering aspects of middle age and the experience of menopause are given place.

7.1. Dialogue With Medical Experts About the Experience of Menopause

As discussed in the related chapters, medicalization of menopause is the most
important aspects related with oppression of women in middle age. Moreover, in the
previous chapter, women’s concerns related with losing femininity is tried to be
covered not only in relation with women’s decreased social status in middle age; but
also appearing as a decrease in their personal value as well visible especially in some

of my respondents. The femininie ethos constructed about women’s identity, who is
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reproductive, sexually attractive, young and beautiful, also appeared as an important
aspect for women in order to constitute their own identity around, which may ‘falter’
in middle age starting with the experience of menopause. Additionally, for my
reaserch group it may be argued that ‘being healthy, fit, active and fresh’ also crucial
aspects forming individuality. It should also be noted that not all women experience
these in the same way or may not be experience at all. Nevertheless, under these
circumstances seeking options to defy the ‘horror’ of decay with HRT should not be
seen as an irratonal pursiut as also argued by Nelkin (1987), which is strogly disagreed
by Greer (1991). However, it also tend to enhance the hegemonic understanding of
menopause as a disease, which is objected by many feminist scholars; because it
makes women’s bodies to be controlled by medicine, which is also considered as a
heteronormative institution, in which male body is considered as the norm.
Furthermore, the perception of menopause as a disease carries financial profit for
medical institutions. In Menopause Industry (1994), Sandra Coney emphasized this
relationship by arguing the medical proffession and pharmaceutical companies are
interconnected by promoting the fear in order to make women demand HRT. Similar
arguments were also made by McCrea (1983) and Bell (1987). In the Turkish context
Erol’s study (2009) is also focused on medicalization of menopause, in which the fear
of osteoporosis is utilized to motivate women for HRT use, based on her study that
she conducted with women who has already applied for medical help. Although, my
fieldwork and my focus of study slightly differ from Erol’s, I also have reached some
similar conclusions. To begin with, I should express that except from few women, all
women | interviewed declared proudly that they have their medical controls done after
they observed the menopausal changes in their bodies. Additionally, several women
also emphasized that they never skip their routine gynechological checks. The only
women, who did not go to doctor after menopausal changes was Suna. In her

statements, she implied that menopause should not be considred as a medical thing
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by exeplifiying older generations in Turkey and Japanese women’s ‘konenki’
experience?®,
“I didn’t even go to a doctor. I always say that I would but for some reason I
never could. Then | say, how people got over menopause at earlier days. For

example, in Japan, women don’t even know how they went through menopause.
There is an interesting situation in Japan like this.” (Suna Elibol)?2

Other than Suna all of my interviewee’s were interacted with their doctors somehow.
Yet, especially Gaye’s relationship with her doctor can be considered as special and;
thus, worth giving place, who experience menopause at the age of 23. She has a long
story with doctors and in her remarks, she spoke about herself as a ‘victim’ of doctors,
who misguided her and diagnosed her condition too late. Due to her experience with
medical experts she especially emphasized that she lost her trust to doctors.

“I was 23. I went to a doctor when my menstruation didn’t start. The doctor, of

course, didn’t tell me it was menopause at first. He told me that they’d

supplement with some medications. Unfortunately, | learned the truth much

later, because | realized how the doctor misdirected me. | was visiting

gynecologists, whereas | should have gone to endocrinologists, though it was

treatable. | can say | am completely a victim of the doctors and sadly, | learned

this when | was 43, that | visited the wrong doctors for the whole time and that

my condition was treatable. The process was a misfortune for me.” (Gaye
Calimli)??2

Gaye, who evaluated her relationship with doctors as ‘unlucky’, also emphasized

several times that her experience of menopause at the age of 23 was quite heavy to

20 For more information about ‘konenki’ see: Lock, M. (1991). Contested meanings of the
menopause. The Lancet, 337(8752), 1270-1272.

221 “Ben hi¢ doktora bile gitmedim. Her seferinde gidecegim diyorum ama bir tiirlii gidemiyorum.
Sonra disiiniiyorum ki; ya eskiden biitiin insanlar menopozu atlatiyorlardi, nasil atlatiyorlardi.
Japonya' da mesela kadinlar menopozu nasil atlattiklarini bile bilmiyorlarmis. Japonya' da da boyle
enteresan bir durum var.” (Suna Elibol)

222 <23 yasindaydim. Adet géremeyince doktora gittim. Doktor tabii ki ilk etapta bana bunun bir
menopoz oldugunu sdéylemedi. Bana dedi ki iste ilaclarla takviye yapariz size dedi. Ne yazik ki ben
bunu ¢ok ge¢ 6grendim gercegi. Ciinkii doktorlarin da yonlendirmesinin ¢ok yanlis oldugunu fark
ettim. Ben siirekli kadin dogumcularla hasir nesir olurken megerse yanlis doktora gittigimi; beni
aslinda endokrinologlarin gérmesi gerektigini 6grendim, tedavi edilebilir bir sey olmasina ragmen.
Tamamen doktor kurbaniyim diyebilirim. Ve ben bunu ne yazik ki 43 yasimda 6grendim. Yanlis
doktorlara gittigimi ve tedavide ¢ok ge¢ kaldigimi. Benim i¢in sanssizlik tabii ki bu siireg.” (Gaye
Calimli)
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bear. However, she also affirmed that her doctors were completely indifferent about
her emotional state and did not offer her any kind of support. According to Gaye, her
doctors were also reluctant about preparing her to the transition and giving her
appropriate information about the experience of menopause.

“None of the doctors gave me any information about psychological aspects of

this. Also, they didn’t give any information about the physical aspects of it as

well. Only financial matters were discussed. It will cost you this much or that

much like conversations. In fact, | realized that the situation was a lot different
later.” (Gaye Caliml1)?%

Although, the case of Gaye can be considered as exceptional due to her medical
condition, it is also undeniable that she has interacted with many doctors for years in
her experience of menopause. Therefore, her remarks about doctors should be taken
into consideration very carefully, since not every women may has the opportunity to
recognize the medical perception like Gaye. In that sense, her emphasis on emotional
support and doctors preparing their patients by equipping them with proper
knowledge is quite significant. Similar remarks were made also by my other
respondents. Yet, according to the statements Tiilin and Hande, doctor’s indifferent
attitudes are taken so granted that they even do not expect an emotional support from
their doctors. About this issue, Tiilin underlined that she did not receive any message
from her doctor in order to make her comfortable to demand emotional support;
whereas Hande implied that she did not expect anything like that from her doctor at
the first place, although she admitted near the end of our interview that decreased
libido and vaginal dryness may compel her in terms of her relationship with her
husband.

223 “Higbir doktor bana bunun psikolojik yanlariyla ilgili bilgi vermedi, fiziksel yanlariyla ilgili bilgi
vermedi. Sadece parasal yonlerden konusuldu. Iste size su kadara mal olur, bu kadara mal olur filan
diye. Oysaki durumun ¢ok farkli oldugunu ben sonradan anladim.” (Gaye Caliml1)
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“Even though [ am visiting a gynecologist for all these years I didn’t discuss how
this affected me psychologically once. There wasn’t an intention on their part as
well.” (Tiilin Piir)?*

“Since it is pretty normal for the doctors, | am not expecting any emotional
response from them. The doctor just gave me information and even a medication,
but I didn’t use it.” (Hande Kirmiz1)??®

Nehir also agreed that doctors are not only incompetent, but also unwilling to prepare
their patients to bodily transitions like puberty and menopause, which many women
can experience hardships and have to deal with those all by themselves. Nehir’s
statement also clarifies doctor’s attitude towards menopause, which HRT is a pre-
given solution presented by doctors superficially without considering the specific
relation of women with their experience of menopause. Her criticism about medical
attitude also supports the discussions related with Cartesian subject, in which body is
disparately handled from subject’s self and considered as a biologistic machine

instead.

“Gynecologists do not have any concern regarding this issue. | think, for the
whole duration of the process of menopause, same as puberty, there is not
enough preparations to help an individual for the following transformation.
They, at most, prescribe an estrogen pill and that’s all.” (Nehir Erdem)?%®

Filiz, who are my other respondent experienced menopause in very early years of her
life (33), shared her experience with me when she found out about her menopause in
doctor’s office. She highlighted that her doctor’s abrupt declaration about her
condition gave her a shock and eventually she broke into tears. While she admitted
that her doctor consoled her warmheartedly, Sinem; on the other hand, criticized her

doctor’s attitude when giving the ‘bad’ news without making any preparing sentences.

224 «7 aten kadim dogumla ben gidip hicbir zaman bu kadar senedir gidiyorum, bu da beni sdyle etkiledi,
boyle de psikolojimi bozdu diye hi¢ konugsmadim. Zaten karsi taraftan da Gyle bir sey hi¢ gelmedi.”
(Ttilin Piir)

225 “Hekimler igin de artik gayet normal oldugu igin, duygusal bir sey beklemem zaten. Sadece bilgi
verdi hatta bir ila¢ verdi. Ama kullanmadim.” (Hande Kirmizi)

226 «“Kadin dogum doktorlarmin bu konuyla ilgili higbir endiseleri yok. Bence biitiin siiregte, ergenlige
girerken de aym sekilde, menopoza girerken de aymi sekilde, her hangi bir noktada, bireyi
destekleyecek o doniisiime hazirlayacak higbir sey yok. Ancak bir dstrojen hapi verirler, o kadar.”
(Nehir Erdem)
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She also underlined that she expected from her doctor to approach to the issue of

explaining her menopause in a more tolerant way.

“It stopped abruptly. | went to a doctor after two months of no menstruation
thinking that it was seasonal or something. Doctor told me that it was over. |
asked further if it were possible to use some medication or a test tube and he
reiterated that it was over. He told me that, even the tube method would not work
with me. I cried at the doctor’s office, because | was in shock. He hugged me
and we cried. He was a doctor that | visited before. He was sincere,
compassionate. He told me there was nothing they could do with compassion.”
(Filiz Moyar)??

“I went to the doctor when the irregularities started (in menstruation),
immediately they analyzed, etc. The doctor said ‘you went through menopause’
straight away. | was never expecting. My sister was also like that, but | always
thought that my irregularity was seasonal or something like that. But when the
breaks were drag on, | said probably I'm going to be in trouble like that. You
know from your mother, you know from your sister, when you hear a detailed
explanation from a friend you think ‘Could it be? | mean that | visited the doctor
by assuming that | have something like this, | guess. When | went to the doctor,
and heard what he said; | was extremely upset in such at first. You would expect
to hear ‘I’'m sorry’ or ‘This’ll pass’ or a more eased, tempered way of telling the
truth. No such things happened. When he saw that | was sad, he then told me to
not to get upset.” (Sinem Cigek)?®

As I understood from my fieldwork, doctor’s attitude should be considered way too
important especially in the case of early menopause, which is understood from my
respondent’s accounts that they are indifferent of their patient’s emotional state in
these cases. Even Gaye mentioned her interaction with one of her doctors related with

her osteoporosis, in which her doctor expressed his/her pity towards her condition.

27 “Direk kesildim, gelmedi. Allah allah hava mevsim herhalde gecis falan bir iki ay baktim
gelmemeye devam edince doktora gittim. Doktor bana gegmis olsun dedi. Ben de hatta nasil yani hig¢
mi imkant yok mu tiip, bir tedavi ila¢ bilmem ne. Yok bitmis dedi. Tiip bile olmaz sende dedi. Yani
ben agladim doktorda. Ciinkii soka girmistim. Sarildik agladik biz doktorla. Eskiden de gittigim bir
doktordu. Seydi yani, samimi, sefkatli. Sefkatli bir tavir sergiledi. Yapilacak higbir sey yok dedi.” (Filiz
Moyar)

228 «Teklemeler baslaymca doktora gittim, hemen tahliller vs. yapiliyor. Doktor direkt ‘menopoza
girmigsin’ dedi. Hi¢ beklemiyordum. Ablamda vard: ama bendeki diizensizlik i¢cin mevsimseldir vs.
diye diisiiniiyordum hep. Fakat aralar uzayinca dedim herhalde bende de bdyle sikintilar olacak. Simdi
anneden biliyorsun, abladan biliyorsun arkadasimdan da detayli bazi1 seyleri duyunca bu sefer ‘acaba
mi1?” hani demek ki bende de herhalde bdyle bir sey var diyerek doktora gittim. Doktora gidince, ve
soyleyince; boyle ilk etapta ¢ok iizlintiiyle karsiladim. Doktor da direkt bdyle sdyleyince, sanki boyle
“Uziilme’, ‘bir sey olmaz’ der veya alistirarak soyler diye beklersin ama Oyle olmadi. Benim tabi
iizlildiigiimii gériince biraz sey yapti, “liziilmeyin’ filan dedi.” (Sinem Cigek)
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Similarly, Esra, who also experienced menopause in a relatively early age (38),
criticized the reaction of doctors about giving the news in a cold and piteous manner
without considering its influence on patients. No doubt that, these mentioned attitudes
of doctors contributes to the feeling of loss and failure that women face in their

experience of menopause.

“In fact when the doctor first saw me (s)he said ‘oh, it is so unfortunate; you are
so young’. I was very devastated and sad; I mean it is such a wrong approach for
a doctor to say it in this way. Consider I am 30 years old and (s)he says it is ‘so
unfortunate’. I was crushed; devastated then. We were working with (my friend)
Yesim and I told her what the doctor I said. I was in a mood as if [ was dying. It
is such a mistake for a doctor to say that. It 1s obvious (s)he does not understand
the patient psychology.” (Gaye Calimli)??°

“The only thing | remember is that you visit the doctor, and the doctor
immediately tells you: you are in menopause with a sorry look on his/her face.
(S)He did not explain anything; just said ‘you are in menopause’. That was the
moment where emotional stress started. It does not matter for them; they can tell
this to people with a straight face and as if it is just a normal, ordinary thing.
There is no consideration for preparing you etc. They then explain what can be
done, like medications etc. It is up to you if you want to go forward with it.”
(Esra Karadeniz)®°

Nazan also criticized the attitudes of medical experts approaching the experience of
menopause only in within hormonal explanations by declaring that the experience of
menopause cannot only be understood in hormonal explanations, but it is a life
experience instead. Therefore, according to Nazan, the experience of menopause
should be explained to women including all aspects of it not just hormones.

Supporting Nazan, Gaye also suggested to doctors to prepare their patients about

229 “Hatta ilk bir doktor bana sdyle bakip: ayy vah vah ¢ok da gengsin demisti. Ben o kadar yikilmistim
ve iiziilmiigtiim ki; hani bir doktorun bunu bu sekilde sdylemesi ne kadar yanlis bir yaklasim. Ayy yani
ben diisliniin 30 yasindayim ve suratima bakti vah vah daha ¢ok da gengsin gibi bir yaklasim. Ben
yikilmistim. Yikilmistim o zaman. Yani hatta Yesim ile beraber ¢alisiyorduk o zamanlar Mecidiyekoy
subesinde, Yesim’e sdylemistim ya Yesim boyle boyle soylityor bana bu doktor diye. Yani ben Slityor
muyum acaba diye bir ruh haline sokmustu bu beni. Bir doktorun bunu sdylemesi ¢ok vahim yani. Hig
hasta psikolojisinden anlamayan bir insan oldugu ortada.” (Gaye Calimli)

230 “Benim sadece hatirladigim iste doktora gidiyorsun oturuyorsun ve doktor sana direk sey soyliiyor:
menopoza girmissin bir ‘yazik sana’ ifadesiyle. Higbir sey anlatmadi. Sadece menopoza girdiniz dedi.
O an zaten duygusal ¢okiintii basladi. Onlar i¢in hi¢ dnemli degil zaten, buz gibi bir ifadeyle, siradan
bir olaymus gibi lanse edebiliyorlar insanlara. Hani bundan dnce bunu sdylemek i¢in hazirlik yapayim
bilmem ne filan diye yok. Bundan sonra iste yapilabilecekleri filan soyliiyor, ilag tedavisinden filan
bahsediyor. Kullanip kullanmamak size kaliyor.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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menopausal transition by equipping women enough information about what might
they experience during menopause.

“(S)he just tells you you are in menopause and that’s all. The doctor has no such

concerns. | had been to a female doctor; she was younger and | had been through

some tests to see if [ was in menopause. She just said ‘You are in’. Nothing else;

no ‘do this’ or ‘how are you feeling’ or such psychological discussions. I mean

a little, like ‘you are in, the hormones and the test results show this’. There might

be women who are affected by this, it is not only the hormone values after all.

The approach to this topic by medical professionals should change a little; it
should be explained more comprehensively.” (Nazan Bahadir)?®

“(They need to tell you...) You might run into these problems, or be prepared
for such things to the patient. Because as you said, there might be people that
make a very big deal out of this. I think the doctor is a key factor in this.” (Gaye
Caliml)?*?

From women’s accounts about doctor’s approach towards the experience of
menopause it is understood that women’s ‘free’ individual decision making about
HRT would be problematic in the perspective of informed decision making uttered by
some feminists as Worchester (1992); because it is seen that doctors only make
hormonal explanations and lack a holistic understanding. Moreover, aside from the
‘disease’ framework, the social construction ‘feminine ethos’ may easily manipulate
women about utilizing HRT. My participants are divided in half considering their
opinions about HRT. Some of them used or wanted to use HRT by declaring their full
trust on their doctors. Zehra, for example, asserted that she is on HRT by her doctor’s
suggestion and added that she did not question that suggestion at all; although she
experienced menopause at the age of 43 and did not experience severe physiological

discomforts threatening her quality of life.

231 “Menopoza girdiniz diyor o kadar. Yani doktorun hi¢ bdyle bir kaygisi olmuyor. Yani ben bayan
doktora gittim daha gengti en son tahlil yaptirdim girip girmedigimi 6grenmek icin. Girmissiniz bu
kadar dendi. Bagka bir sey, iste soyle yapin, boyle yapin, nasil hissediyorsunuz filan gibi yle bir derin
psikoloji seyine girmedik yani. Yani biraz iste girmissiniz hormonlar, degerler bunu gosteriyor degil
de 6zellikle bundan etkilenecek kadinlar olabilir, sadece hormon degerleri degil aslinda. Tibbin bu
konuya yaklagimi birazcik daha degismeli, her seyiyle anlatilmali birazcik daha.” (Nazan Bahadir)

232 “yani su su sikintilarla karsilasabilirsiniz. Hazirlikli olun filan gibi bir hazirlamasi lazim hastasini

bence. Ciinkii dediginiz gibi bu isi ¢ok bilyiikk problem haline getiren insanlar da olabiliyor. Bence
aslinda doktor ¢ok 6nemli bu konuda.” (Gaye Calimli)
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“l am using a hormone medication now. The doctor gave it to me, and because
I trust her/him | did not make any objections. I usually trust my doctor. The
doctors don’t have anything against your health and there is a purpose for
prescribing this. | have no problems using it (HRT) and in the end | cover that
deficiency with that.” (Zehra Simsek)?*

Cansel also declared her trust to her doctor and commitment to medical experts;
although, her case is slightly different than Zehra due to her concern and emotional
distress about being unable to have a children with menopause. Parallel with this
concern she decided to freeze her eggs with her doctor’s suggestion and to be able to
conduct this procedure she utilized HRT for a while. Nevertheless, her statement
about her menstruation with HRT, which caused her to feel relaxed and relieved about
menopause in an emotional sense, emphasizes once more how influential the
perception of femininity in a women’s life exemplified in the case of Cansel.

“l am the kind of person that goes to the doctor if it (menstruation) is late just

for a month. The doctor prescribes something and | use it. During that 2-3

months, the period was like this: The thing that makes the eggs develop, the

estrogen support, hormone treatment started. Maybe due to the peace of mind of

the hormone therapy, my menstrual cycle was pretty regular for a year and a
half. I had also frozen some eggs. | was relaxed and at peace.” (Cansel Keskin)?%*

Similar with Zehra and Cansel, Hale also showed no resistance related with HRT;
although, she is not suitable for HRT due to her medical history of cancer. Her account
is also important by highlighting doctor’s authority about declaring whether
something is healthy or not; despite medical controversies especially about HRT
discussed in the literature review throughout its invention.

“I actually can’t be take part in such treatments. My tumor is sensitive to

hormones. My oncologist is not approving it either. Neither does my
gynecologist. They have just let it be. | used to think about it. I mean if the

233 “Ben hormon ilaci1 kullantyorum su anda. Doktor verdi direk zaten, giivendigim icin de higbir
itirazim olmadi. Genelde doktorumla konustuklarima gilivendigim igin. Zaten doktorumuzun
saglhigimiza bir kasti yok bunu vermesinde bir amag¢ var yani. Onu (HRT) kullandigim i¢in hi¢ bir
stkint1 yasamiyorum yani o eksikligi sonugta onunla tamamliyorum.” (Zehra Simsek)

234 «“Ben ama bdyle bir ay gecikse hemen doktora kosan biriyim. Doktor ilag veriyor, kullaniyorum. O
donem igerisinde bir 2-3 ay sey donemi gecti. Iste yumurtalarin gelismesini saglayan o disaridan
takviyeli 6strojen, hormon tedavisine baslandi. Belki o hormon tedavisinin verdigi rahatlamayla falan
akabinde bir sene bir buguk sene gayet normal regl olmaya basladim. Yumurta da dondurdum. Ben bir
gevsedim, rahatladim.” (Cansel Keskin)
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doctors said to extend it, | would approve. It must be healthy, if the doctor
advises it.” (Hale Toprak)®®

Piraye was my other respondent who has a medical history of cancer. In the previous
chapter Piraye’s complaints and concerns were given place about the feeling of herself
as less feminine and useless starting with her menopausal transition. Additionally, she
declared that she has been perceived as ‘beautiful’ for her whole life and ‘aging’,
which she assumes that started after her experience of menopause, made her
vulnerable emotionally. The decrease of her libido and vaginal dryness are also
important factors compelling her during menopausal transition. As argued in Lupton
(1996) many women may choose to apply HRT in order to ‘solve’ the problem of
decreased libido, not only for themselves but also for her husbands. Parallel with
Lupton’s argument, Piraye also wanted HRT; yet could not use hormones due to her
cancer history. Nonetheless, she explained to me some home remedies that she
utilized in order to get her menstruation periods back.

“l did not keep on taking them. They had a bitter taste. I used ‘hayit’, what else...

‘coban ¢antast’, ‘aslan pengesi’, (Some herbs named in Turkish colloquial which

are used mostly in alternative medicine.) these stuff | used. | think | had my

period again due to these. | also used to eat a lot of dried figs; a few of them each

day. | had a pretty regular menstrual cycle during that. When | had my period

like the times when | was a young woman, | was hopeful and thought that it

actually was being cured. As you said, | did research. There are some extra pills.

Herbal estrogen for women. | looked into those as well. | also asked my doctor

for estrogen supplement, hormone replacement. But the hormone replacement

was not recommended for me. Why? Because | have fibro-cysts in my breasts.

(The hormone replacement) would feed those. | asked myself a lot why did |

went through menopause early. | was obsessed with the reason. Maybe it is
obvious. I had thyroid cancer. > (Piraye Yiiksek)>®

2% «Zaten bana o tiir tedaviler uygulanamiyor. Tiimériim hormona duyarli tiimdr. Onkolog da
onaylamiyor. Jinekolog da onaylamiyor. Oluruna biraktilar.. Diislintirdiim. Yani doktor uzatalim
deseydi onaylardim. Doktor sdylityorsa saglikli bir seydir.” (Hale Toprak)

23 “yani sonra devam ettirmedim ben onlar1. Biraz da igimi yenmesi zor ac1 seylerdi. Hayit kullandim,
baska ne kullandim, goban ¢antasi, aslan pengesi bunlari kullandim. Bunlarin etkisiyle tekrardan regl
oldugumu diigiiniiyorum. Bir de kuru incir ¢ok yedim, her giin yani birkag tane muhakkak yiyordum.
Oyle ve ok normal bir adet gérdiim bir de hani. Tipki geng kizken oldugum gibi adet goriince ben bir
iimitlendim filan ya gergekten diizeliyor diye ama.. Dediginiz gibi arastirdim, seyleri de aragtirdim.
Kapsiil halinde satilan bu ekstralar var. Kadinlara bitkisel dstrojen veren. Onlar1 da arastirdim.
Doktorumdan seyi de istedim. Bana takviye Ostrojen yapilmasini, hormon replasmani. Ama hormon
replasmani bana uygun gorillmedi. Neden. Gogiislerimde fibrokistler var. Bunlari besleyecegi i¢in
uygun goriilmedi. Benim menopoza erken girmemi,sOyle,hep neden sorusunu ¢ok sordum kendime.
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Another issue related with medicalization of menopause is highly related with
neoliberalism. As discussed in Terzioglu (1980) the medical perspective has altered
drastically under the setting of neoliberal state. Since the state has retreated itself from
its social duties like education and health in order to decrease public expenditures, all
these duties of state has become an individual responsibility in neoliberal state. This
situation becomes highly visible in the case of HRT. While Zuhal also complained
about doctor’s lack of fulfilling their patient’s worries about medical conditions, she
also underlined that the choice of utilizing HRT is mostly left up to women by doctors.

“Unfortunately, in our country, it is difficult for a doctor to explain something.

Or let me put it from my perspective. When | take my child to the doctors, |

would want the doctor to tell me without me having to ask. Usually they don’t

tell it in detail - in very short sentences. | mean they even ask you if you want to

take the medicine (HRT). Afterwards there is a short brief about what options of

medication you have and a couple of examples. (S)he told me too that | can use
medication if | wanted.” (Zuhal Isik)%’

In a similar way Fulden and Giizin also asserted that their doctors left the decision of
HRT to them. However, both Fulden and Giizin rejected HRT due to their concerns
about cancer and other side effects. From their accounts it is understood that despite
controversial remarks about HRT, doctors may behave arbitrarily about HRT without
informing enough their patients about the risks related with HRT. Nevertheless, the
accounts of both Giizin and Fulden showed that women may also negotiate with
medical authority as well about the issue related with their personal health, which can
also be related with their class position and level of education.

“My doctor let me decide. | went to the doctor, and (S)he said it is due to stress.

(S)he said (s)he can prescribe some pills, or we can go on like this and act if

anything changes. | learned those were hormone pills, actually | knew it already.
I absolutely do not want hormone treatment, because | have read or heard they

Nedenine ¢ok takildim. Aslinda belki bir yerde ¢ok acik bir neden bu. Tiroit kanseri gegirdim.” (Piraye
Yiiksek)

237 “Doktor, maalesef sey var bizim iilkemizde doktorlarin bir sey anlatmasi zor bir durum. Ya da ben
kendi yapim olarak sdyleyeyim. Cocugumu da doktora gétiirdiigiimde doktora ben sormayayim da
doktor bana anlatsin yapilmasi gerekeni filan isterim. Genelde ¢ok anlatmiyorlar. Sadece ¢ok kisa
climlelerle. Yani ¢ok fazla.. Yani ilaci bile sana soruyor iste kullanmak istiyor musun diye. Kullanmak
isterseniz iste s0yle soyle ilaglar var, iste diinyada sunlari 6rnek verebiliriz gibi 6rneklemelerle kisa bir
anlatimi1 oluyor. Bana da istersem ila¢ kullanabilecegimi s6ylemisti.” (Zuhal Isik)
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are enabling cancer. At that point, | said let this process run its natural course.
When | was asked if | use medication in menopause I always say I don’t and,
when they (doctors) asked if I am well this way, I tell them I’m fine.” (Fulden
Karaca)?*®

“(S)he asked if | wanted prescriptions. | refused immediately. I did not accept
because I think they (HRT) have a lot of side effects. As | said, it is a process
that has to happen. I think it has to happen naturally.” (Giizin Celik)?°

| argue that it is highly problematic that medical experts giving the full responsibility
of HRT to their patients despite its health risks, which also reflects the neoliberal
framework. Furthermore, when the authority of the medical institutions is considered,
many women, who are less educated or less interested with its health risks, may

choose to utilize HRT even in the cases that it is not that necessary.

Another respondent of mine Tiilin declared that she also rejected HRT, when her
doctor suggested her to use hormones. However, after her doctor warned her about
losing her ‘beauty’ and strongly supported HRT in an authoritative tone, she is
convinced about it; although she has recently survived from thyroid cancer. The
emphasis of her doctor about Tiilin’s skin beauty or weight is in my opinion highly
problematic; because these are not health related risks but more about the concerns
related with feminine ethos.

“(S)he said (doctor) ‘this is not the way, your body needs it, you need to take the

pills and the hormones. What can you do? You have to take medication.’ In fact

| want to take it and calm my body down because it has many benefits for me.

(Doctor said) ‘For skin beauty, weight control, feeling calm and relaxed, being

fitter, the way you look - basically for everything we will be in control and use
medication.”” (Tiilin Piir)**°

238 «“Benim doktorum bana biraktr. Doktora gittim, doktor dedi ki aslinda sizin dedi, bu bir stresten
kaynaklaniyor dedi. Isterseniz haplar veririm, isterseniz bdyle devam edelim, duruma gére hareket
ederiz seklinde. Ben o haplarin hormonal oldugunu 6grendim, biliyordum da daha dogrusu. Hormon
tedavisi kesinlikle istemem, ¢iinkii kansere davetiye ¢ikarmanin degisik versiyonu oldugunu okudum
ya da duydum. Onun tizerine dedim bu siireg dogal bir bi¢imde bitsin ve gitsin. Menopozda ilag
kullantyor musun diye sorduklarinda hayir, kullanmryorum, iyi misiniz bdyle dediler, evet iyiyim yani
gittigim doktorlarin hepsi bana bdyle dedi.” (Fulden Karaca)

2% “[lag yazmamu ister misiniz diye sormustu. Ben de direk kabul etmedim, istemiyorum dedim.
Onlarin birgok yan etkisi oldugunu diisiindiigiim i¢in kabul etmedim. Zaten dedigim gibi yasanmasi
gereken bir siireg. Dogal olarak da yasanmasi gerekir diye baktigim igin.” (Giizin Celik)

240 “Dedi ki bdyle olmaz, senin viicudunun buna ihtiyaci var, ilaglarla hormonlarla olman gerekiyor.
Ne yapalim? Iste ila¢ kullanacagiz. Tamam ben de zaten tabi ki olup da viicudumu rahatlatmak
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According to Klein and Dumble’s study (1994) abandoning treatment of HRT
manifests itself an important negotiation mechanism embraced by many women who
are going through menopausal transition and ‘decided’ to use HRT. Also in my
interviews | witnessed a lot of women who are willing to quit HRT soon due to its
health risks. Also mentioned in Erol’s research (2008), it is understood that WHI
report in that sense played a very crucial role in order to inform women about health
related risks of HRT. To illustrate Tiilin quoted above declared that she do not want
HRT anymore and implied that she is going to inform her doctor about her decision
in her next appointment.

“I don’t want to use medication anymore. Yes, | don’t want to use medication

anymore; | want to take natural foods, do some sports, and basically | want to be

cured with other stuff that can make me feel better. I don’t need to take

medication if it is not going to happen anyway. Why would | take hormones?

They take their toll on you after some years. That is why I don’t approve of them;

if it is going to end there is no point in dragging it further. 40 (years old) was too

early, 45-46 is good enough; there is no point in delaying the inevitable. | mean

when you think everything is fine and then something comes up like cancer, it

does not matter if you are having your period or if you are in menopause. If you

have another illness, it does not matter if you have your period or not. That is

why you have to end it sometime; it is not the end of the world for me. I don’t

want to take medication in my current state, and | will tell my doctor that | want
to let it run its course and not want to damage my body further.” (Tiilin Piir)?*

In parallel, Zuhal mentioned that she utilized HRT for a short period of time by
implying that doctor’s suggestion of HRT influenced her affirmatively about making

her decision. As discussed earlier, the informed decision approach fails to frame the

istiyorum c¢iinkii bana ¢ok biiyiik bir faydasi var. Cilt giizelligin, kilo alip almaman, kendini psikolojik
olarak iyi hissetmen, viicudunun daha fit olmasi, gériiniigiin her seyin i¢in dedi kontrollii giderek ilag
kullanacagiz.” (Ttilin Piir)

241 «“Artik ilag kullanmak istemiyorum. Artik evet ben ilag kullanmak istemiyorum, takviye gidalarla,
sporla kendimi daha bagka tiirlii iyi hissederek yapabilecegim seylerle tedavi olmak istiyorum,
olmayacaksa artik ilag da almama gerek yok. Niye hormon alayim ki. Onlar bir sene sonra bir
yerlerimden patliyor. O yiizden onu da dogru bulmuyorum, bir yerde bitecekse bir sey bitmeli ¢ok fazla
uzamasina gerek yok. Cok erkendi 40, 45-46 yaslar bence yeter bu kadar, bunu zorlamaya gerek yok.
Hani oradan iyi, sorun yok buradan bakiyorum sorun yok deyip de Allah korusun birden ¢ikinca senin
adet olup olmamanin bir dnemi kalmiyor o zaman menopoz olup olmamanin yani. Bagka bir rahatsizlik
¢iktiktan sonra sen istedigin kadar adet ol. O yiizden bir yerde bitirmek lazim, diinyanin sonu degil
bana gore. Bagima bela olmadan, bu durumdayken ila¢ kullanmak istemiyorum, ne sekilde olacaksa o
sekilde devam edelim artik viicuduma bir zarar gelmeden diyecegim doktoruma da.” (Tiilin Piir)

228



power mechanisms related with hormone use and; thus, medical authority is highly
ignored on women’s decision making. On the other hand, Zuhal is also the one who
abandoned the treatment shortly after she started using HRT.

“| felt like 1 would be better, physically. Of course it might be due to the doctor

prescribing it. But as | said, I used it for two periods, and did not use ever again.

Then | went to my doctor again and asked if it is ok if | did not use it anymore.

(S)he said it is not mandatory, and I quit afterwards. It is not possible to change
this, so I did not fight it much.” (Zuhal Isik)?*?

When | asked her about the motivation behind abandoning the treatment she
mentioned about some psychological effects of HRT, which alters her personality by
slightly accelerating her emotional reactions. She also declared that this change of her
emotional reactions might influence her work related decisions and harm her
professionality, which stands as a significant aspect behind her decision about quitting
of HRT.

“I don’t want to use any sort of medication. I have already seen some

psychological impacts. For example crying over very simple things - and | am

not that kind of person. | was in a fragile state. | am not sure if | am making this

connection but there were sudden reactions. You are stressed; maybe it is related

to my work, but you can’t lash out in the banking sector no matter how stressed

you are. Or you become more professional in handling that relationship. Due to

its impact | felt like 1 was more emotional. That is why after visiting the doctor
again | did not use medication again.” (Zuhal Isik)?*®

Deniz, whose sleep related complaints were mentioned related with her experience of
menopause, was using hormones when we spoke; yet, like Tilin and Zuhal she also

asserted that she does not want to use it anymore by noting that HRT helped her to

242 “Riziksel olarak daha iyi olacagini hissetim herhalde. Tabii sey, biraz da doktorun verdigi bir sey
oldugu igin belki de. Ama onu dedigim gibi iki donem kullandim, ondan sonra da bir daha
kullanmadim. Sonra doktora tekrardan gittim artik kullanmasam olur mu diye. Boyle bir zorunluluk
gormedigini sdyledi. Ondan sonra ben de biraktim. Bunu degistirmek ¢ok miimkiin olmayacagi igin,
cok miicadele ederek hareket etmedim yani.” (Zuhal Isik)

243 «“Ama ilag istemiyorum yani higbir sekilde kullanmay1. Zaten psikolojik baz1 etkilerini gérdiim. Ne
bileyim iste ¢ok basit seylerde hemen gozii dolan, aglayan —ki ben dyle aglak bir tip de degilimdir ama
Oyle oldum. Boyle ¢abuk etkilenen bir hal olmaya basladi. Bilmiyorum bununla ben mi bagliyorum
ama ya da ani tepkiler diyeyim. Yani strese giriyorsun, hani belki benim meslek ile alakali, bankaciligin
verdigi seyle ne kadar strese girsen de disartya bunu vurmazsin. Ya da yasadigin insanlarla o iligki
yonetimini daha profesyonel hallediyorsun. Onun etkisiyle belki daha bdyle duygusallagtigimi
hissettim. Onun diginda iste en son doktora gittikten sonra daha ila¢ kullanmadim.” (Zuhal Isik)
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reorganize her sleeps, which made him not only physically but also emotionally

miserable for a while.

“l did not take anything in the beginning. I did not think to take hormones. | was
not strict about it; | did not have any prejudice against taking or not taking
hormones. However, when the sleep irregularities became difficult to deal with,
| started taking hormones. | started roughly 2.5 months ago. My sleep schedule
is now better. | have two more weeks to go; it was a 3 month long treatment.
From now on [ will act as my doctor recommends me; but they don’t recommend
long term usage anyhow so | will probably stop taking hormones. | want to quit
if the sleep does not get worse.” (Deniz Ozgiir)***

Considering the dialogue with her doctor the case of Filiz highly resembles with the
case of Tilin. Filiz, who experienced menopause at the age of 33, has started HRT
with the suggestion of her doctor. Although, her utilization of HRT is understandable
in medical terms due to her age, | wanted to attract attention to her doctor’s emphasis
of her ‘skin beauty’ once again as the most important aspect behind his/her suggestion
of HRT not health related risks like osteoporosis for example, whose likelihood
increases in the cases of early menopause.

“(The doctor) recommended the hormone therapy her/himself, said | had to have

it. There was information about cancer, specifically breast cancer. | asked my

doctor about it and (s)he said yes it is a possibility, but we will be monitoring it.

We will have checkups every 6 months. [...] | would have hormone therapy even

if 1 was not working. Because it is necessary for health. The doctor explained

that to me. | did not want to use it, | thought it was not needed and | was better

without it. (S)he said no; that I had to protect myself from the adverse effects of

menopause - most importantly for aging skin. (S)he told me it would speed up,
and | must take that pill.” (Filiz Moyar)?*

244 «q]k baslarda hicbir sey kullanmadik. Cok hormon kullanmay1 da diisiinmiiyordum ben. kesin bir
kriterim de yoktu yani, kullanirim veya kullanmam diye ¢ok fazla bir 6nyargim da yoktu. Ama daha
sonra, uyku diizensizligim beni ¢ok fazla zorlamaya bagladik¢a hormon kullanmaya basladim. Onu da
iste 2,5 ay oldu kullanali. Uykum dizene girdi. 2 haftam kaldi, 3 aylik bir tedaviydi toplamda. Bundan
sonra artik doktorumun seyiyle hareket edecegim ama ¢ok fazla uzun kullanimi 6nermiyorlar zaten,
birakacagim o yiizden biiylik bir ihtimalle. Birakacagim yani o uyku isi yeniden bozulmazsa planim
birakmak.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

245 “Hormon tedavisini kendisi 6nerdi, alman lazim dedi. Kanserle ilgili bilgiler vardi, gogiis kanseri
ozellikle. Gittigim doktora ben bunu sordum, o da sey dedi, evet var boyle seyler olabiliyor ama
yapacagimiz sey kontrol etmek. 6 ayda bir kontrolleri yapacagiz. [...]Calismasaydim da yine hormon
ilac1 kullanirdim. Ciinkii saglik i¢in bu gerekli. Bunu doktor agikladi bana ¢iinkii. Ben kullanmak
istemedim ne gerek var, olmuyor boyle daha iyi seklinde. Olmaz, bu menopoz etkilerinden kendini
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After dealing with women who utilized HRT for different reasons, | also want to point
out the women who strongly disagree about HRT, which includes almost half of my
respondents. Some of them like Hande and Melis especially underlined that that;
although, they were suggested to utilize HRT, they would decline it due to their
acknowledgement about health concerns related with HRT, especially cancer.

“I have to consider the pros and cons (of HRT). I did not need it, and it was not

advised to me and that is why | did not use it. However if it was advised, | would

still be on the fence because | would not be comfortable taking hormones. That

is why I can’t say yes or no right now but | would consider it.” (Hande
Kirmizi)?4

“I went into menopause when | was 50, so | did not feel the need for it. | think |
would not have considered that option even if I went into it younger. I don’t
think it is very safe; it has both pros and cons.” (Melis Kizil)%'

From the accounts of Hande and Melis I obtained an opinion that the trend of ‘being
healthy’ may have another aspect which is accompanied by living ‘naturally’ instead
of taking drugs to stay healthy. This tendency was apparent in most of my
respondents; because pursuing a natural life also stressed by a lot of my respondents.
In my opinion, this tendency is related with the historicity of the experience of
menopause and the study in general. Additionally, the influence of WHI report was
clearly apparent for the utilization of HRT in particular. To illustrate my respondent
Melek asserted that she is very unwilling about taking to her body additional
hormones and drugs unless she does not have to. On the other hand, even Esra, whose
experience of menopause can be considered as traumatic, stated that she also refused

koruyamazsin en 6nemli sey de cilt yaslanmasi. Cilt yaslanmasi ¢ok hizlanmis olur dedi. O ilaci
alacaksin dedi.” (Filiz Moyar)

246 «“Onun artistn1 eksisini diisiinmem lazim. Oyle bir seye ihtiyacim olmadig1 igin, yani dyle bir sey
onerilmedigi i¢in kullanmadim ama hani kullanman gerek denseydi onu da bir diisiinlirdiim ¢iinki
disaridan hormon almak da beni rahatsiz eder. Onun i¢in su anda yaparim yapmam diyemeyecegim
ama degerlendiririm.” (Hande Kirmizi)

247 “Ben zaten menopoza 50 yaginda girdim, o yiizden gerek gérmedim. Sanirim daha erken olsaydi da
bu segenekleri degerlendirmezdim. Cok masun gormilyorum, artilart eksileri olan bir konu bence.”
(Melis Kizil)
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to take additional estrogen despite her doctor’s advice, due to cancer risk and also
declared that she preferred smoking instead of HRT.
“I personally do not like chemical things to be used in treatment; so maybe not
medicine but some sort of psychological support would be better. I might be ok
with temporarily, short term solutions too. | would not want to use something

that would take years but I don’t know if there is no alternative. We are in the
hands of doctors after all.” (Melek Zeyrek)?*®

“(S)he then recommended some treatment to delay menopause. But there were
some rumors going around them like they are triggering cysts in the breasts, or
they cause cancer. I don’t like taking pills anyway. I smoke; and when [ was told
that (the treatment) would have side effects up to paralysis alongside smoking, |
refused the treatment. | chose cigarettes.” (Esra Karadeniz)?°

Especially from the accounts of Esra, it is understood that even for women, whose
experience of menopause is traumatic, women’s agency continue to be included in
the processes of decision making; although the medical tendency is to prescribe HRT.
| assume that general awareness about HRT and its health risks contributes women’s
decisions and enhances women’s power to negotiate about decisions related with their
health. Therefore, I assume that women’s decision making about HRT has
differentiated compared to earlier years especially in the Turkish context. To be more
precise, | believe that women are now less prone to utilize HRT than before due to
the awareness about health risks and also due to the life trend motivating people to
live in a more natural way. Sinem’s experience supports my argument, in which she
shares her mother’s involvement with HRT.

“It is not about being concerned; | accepted that it is a natural process and | have

not taken any medicine. The doctor did not prescribe anything anyway, but |

would not have used it if (s)he did. We hear all the time that these drugs are
cancerogenic and adversely affects your health; we went through this with my

248 “Kiisi olarak aslinda ilag veya kimyasal seyler diyeyim yani tedavide kullanilacak kimyasallara ¢ok
sicak bakmayan biri oldugum i¢in, hani ilagh bir tedavi degil de belki daha psikolojik destek olabilir.
Ya da gecici siireli, kisa siireli seylere olur verebilirim. Hani boyle yillarca uzun siire kullanilacak,
hormon ilaciymis suymus buymus, 6yle bir sey tercih etmem ama baska kagis1 yoksa bilemiyorum.
Yine de doktorlarin eline birakiyoruz kendimizi.” (Melek Zeyrek)

249 «“Ondan sonra uzatmak icin belirli ilaglar énerdi. Ama onlarla ilgili cevrede bazi sdylentiler filan
vardi iste gdgiiste kist yapiyor, kansere sebep oluyor filan gibi. flag kullanmay1 da gok seven bir kisi
degilim zaten. iste sigara tiikettigim icin de sigarayla beraber tiiketildiginde felce kadar gidecek
sonuglar doguracagini sdyledigi i¢in ilag tedavisini de reddettim. Sigarayi tercih ettim.” (Esra
Karadeniz)
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mom. At that time, there were some pills for menopause and there was not a lot
of talk about their adverse effects. You are always told you have to use it, it
makes the transition easier. It is always the good things that are emphasized
when these kinds of medication first come out; and when they are sold out, then
the cons are discussed. | guess that is the way it works. My mom had a lot of
issues with her vision for example. She had perfect vision and after those pills
she started using glasses. We learned afterwards that the pill she used, I can’t
remember the name, might even cause permanent loss of vision.” (Sinem

Cigek)*®
After witnessing the side effects of HRT on her mother, Sinem also decided to refuse
HRT; though she declared that her experience of menopause, which has arrived
relatively early, emotionally compelled her for a long time and make her feel less

about herself. Nevertheless, she has never considered HRT as an option.

As discussed before in Zuhal’s experience with HRT, in which she declared that HRT
made her emotionally more vulnerable and whiny, Gaye observed in herself some
emotional changes as well. Since her case can be considered as exceptional, she stated
that she used estrogen for about 17 years from when she was firstly diagnosed at the
age of 23 to the age of 40.

“Of course | was more stressed and agitated. | was easily trigerred. Those pills

had such a side effect for me. Now | am the opposite, | am much calmer. Because

during the time that | used those hormone medicines they were very taxing. | felt

stressed and angry. | feel it became much better after the treatment was over.
Even my husband told me that | was a much calmer person.” (Gaye Caliml1)?!

20 <y ok endise degil, bunu dogal bir siire¢ oldugunu zaten kabulleniyorsun hig ilag falan kullanmadim,
doktor da hi¢ vermemisti, vermis olsa bile zaten kullanmayacaktim. Duyuyoruz ¢iinkii hep bu ilaglarin
kanserojen maddeler igerdigini daha sagligi bozdugunu, annemde de yasadik bunu. O dénem
menopozda kullanilan haplar vardi ¢ok dillendirilmiyordu o sagliga zararli diye. Kullanilmasi
gerekiyor, kullanilsa daha rahat gegis olacak diye hep o tarz seyler biliyorsun bu ilaglar ¢iktig1 zaman
ilk 6nce iyi lanse edilir ondan sonra tiiketimleri olur piyasada biter, sonrasinda da zararlari konusulur.
O da 6yle bir siire¢ herhalde. Annem mesela gézlerini ¢ok, géz bozuklugu yasadi ¢ok, ileri derecede.
Kadimin higbir seyi yokken o ilaglardan sonra gozliikk kullanmaya basladi numarasi yiiksek. Daha
sonrasinda da biz kullandig1 ilacin, televizyonlarda falan da suan ismi aklimda degil, ilacin g6z kaybina
bile neden oldugu ortaya ¢ikt1.” (Sinem Cigek)

21 “Tabii daha sinirli daha gergin bir tip oluyordum. Her seye gabuk sinirleniyordum mesela. O
ilaglarin dyle bir yan etkisi olmugtu bende. Tam tersi ben daha sakin bir insan oldum. Ciinkii o hormon
ilaglarim kullandigim siire igerisinde onlar beni ¢ok yipratiyordu. Daha boyle gergin ve sinirli
hissediyordum,. ilaclar bittikten sonra daha bir iyi oldu bence. Esim bile sdyledi. Ay dedi sen bdyle
daha sakin bir insan oldun dedi bana.” (Gaye Calimli)
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Her accounts about emotional influence of HRT is especially important; because, as
discussed before, the medical discourse is mostly tend to praise HRT in order to
alleviate the ‘symptoms’ attributed to stereotypic menopausal women, who are
depicted as aggressive and ill-tempered. Gaye on the other hand, who was on HRT
for 17 years stated quite the opposite about it. Therefore, it may be asserted that HRT
was constructed around a false consciousness by pledging women a ‘calmer life’ for
example in Wilson’s famous book Feminine Forever, which may not be true for all

like in the case of Gaye, who was on HRT for 17 years.

In this chapter, the medicalization of menopause was discussed by focusing on
doctor’s attitude, women’s opinions and experiences about HRT. Additionally, in
which ways women express their constant negotiation with hegemonic medical
discourse are tried to be covered based on several examples from women’s accounts.
In the next section aside from medical discourse, which can be considered as the most
dominant one related with the experience of menopause, how the experience of
menopause is discussed within women’s own conversations are tried to be examined
by looking at generational transfer of knowledge from mother to daughter and

women’s sharing of menopausal experience with their friends.

7.2. Sharing the Experience of Menopause With Women

Since this study embraces a FST approach, it aims to support knowledge production
processes that women themselves are involved and originated from women’s own
experiences in order to form an organic epistemology, which differs from hegemonic
medical knowledge about embodied processes like menopause. It is argued that this
perspective is able to give the power of self-definition and self-valuation for oppressed
groups, who can easily fall into a marginal or stereotypic social position like
menopausal women. For instance, the notion of feminine ethos reiterated by Sybylla
(1997) can be considered as a category of femininity, which is usually formed within
hegemonic heteronormative values, in which middle aged women’s voices are
silenced. More importantly, as Collins (2004) argue that self-definition is a political

act by challenging the established and externally defined knowledge. Therefore in this
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study, not only women’s experiences regarding menopause are given place without
making reductionist claims and generalization about the experience of menopause;
but also attach an importance to how women alternatively discuss their experience of
menopause among themselves by featuring generational transfer of knowledge and
women’s conversation with each other. I argue that the nature of women’s talks with
each other about their experience of menopause differs both from medical knowledge
and dialogue between doctor and patient, which should be utilized also as a political
tool to struggle against women’s social devaluation by challenging feminine ethos

oppressing women in middle age.

Parallel with that purpose, after dealing with women’s interaction with medical
experts about their experience of menopause, | posed them another question in order
to investigate, in which ways they share their menopausal experiences with other
women and how can these conversations be contrasted with the dialogue with medical
experts. | obtained variety of interesting results from these questions. My first
impression about women’s responses once again addresses the intersectionality of the
issue between women'’s class position and the idea of ‘modern’ and ‘bilingli’ women
emphasized also in Erol’s study (2014) as also mentioned in the chapter related with
trust and reliability issues during their personal research about the experience of
menopause. In that sense, several women argued that they mostly rely on what their
doctors say instead of listening to other women. In the statements of these women the
issue of ‘expertness’ came to the forefront implying doctors as the ‘expert’ of
menopause. In my opinion, this approach is also related with the dominant perception
of menopause as a disease; although, the disease discourse has been weakening
compared to past. Especially Zehra’s and Tiilin’s statements support my argument in
that sense.

“I don’t think talking with women is reliable; you need the opinion of an expert.”

(Zehra Simsek)?*

“I of course can’t compare myself; I need to speak with some experts -
everybody should. If you ask me how it is going, | can say | occasionally sweat

252 “Bence kadmlarla olan konusmalar giivenilir degil, uzmanina danismak lazim.” (Zehra Simsek)
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a little and I am fine afterwards. Can this be your response? Of course not; I can’t
know how you would experience it. It can’t be like ‘you are menopaused so use
this drug’ - everybody has a different experience. You can’t talk or get advice
from anybody but your doctor. It has to be a doctor, an expert. You need to visit
your own gynecologist and share with her.” (Tiilin Piir)??

It is also not coincidental that Cansel and Zehra are also the ones who were not
skeptical about HRT and implied that they trust to their doctors about their decision
of using hormones. Correspondingly, their attitude is critical towards sharing their
experience with other women and the knowledge which is produced through women’s
conversations. Especially, Zehra underlined that she does not prefer sharing her
menopausal experience with other women; because they may be too judgmental about
her hormone use by again highlighting that she trusts her doctor no matter what.
“Chatting with women is less comprehensive. They tell less; it is much
shallower.” (Cansel Keskin)?*

“For example when the hormone treatment is discussed, a lot of people say there
is no need or that it gives you cancer. However | always say my doctor would
not have anything against my health, (s)he is my doctor. If it is indeed useful,
(s)he prescribes it, then follows up on it - if it was harmful for my body (s)he
would not prescribe it. I trust this wholeheartedly.” (Zehra Simsek)?*®

Unlike Cansel and Zehra many women, especially the ones disfavoring HRT,
advocated that women’s transmission of knowledge is both necessary and useful.
Suna for example, compared women’s conversation with the knowledge acquired
from internet and underlined the opportunity of interaction between women in order

to find answers and solutions related with menopausal transition. More importantly,

253 «“Simdi ben kendimi kiyaslayamam ki ben, daha bu isin uzmani insanla gériismem lazim tabi ki,

herkesin Oyle goriismesi lazim. Bana sorarsin nasil gidiyor diye, ben derim ki ya hafif bir terliyorum
atlattyorum yani. Bu senin igin cevap olabilir mi? Olmaz yani, ben senin nasil yasayacagini nereden
bilebilirim. Bana tutup da hop sen menopozsun, hadi sen ilaci kullan degil ki yani benim durumum
farkli, onunkisi farkli, onunkisi farkli, doktordan baska kimseyle mesela bunu hani derinlemesine
konusup da tavsiye alamazsin. Doktor olacak illa ki bu isin uzmani olacak. Sen kendi kadin dogum
doktoruna gideceksin, onunla paylasacaksin.” (Tiilin Piir)

254 «“Kadin kadina sohbetler daha eksik. Daha az anlatiyorlar. Daha yiizeysel oluyor.” (Cansel Keskin)
25 “Mesela hormon ilacini ortamda konustugunuzda aa ne gerek var kanser yapiyor da falan filan
konusan ¢ok var. Ama sonugta ben her zaman diyorum doktorumun benim sagligima bir kast1 yok
sonugta doktorum. Bunu gergekten bir faydasi varsa veriyor, beni takip ediyor, viicuduma bir zarar
veriyor olsa zaten vermez. Ben buna sonuna kadar giiveniyorum.” (Zehra Simsek)
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Suna also stated that sharing also the emotional aspects of these embodied processes
is only possible in these conversations held among women.

“It is more comfortable to have a discussion with questions and answers. You

share your experience, and they respond and give answers. It is not a one way

street. Internet is only one way; you ask something and you just get whatever is
written there and there is no emotional aspect of it.” (Suna Elibol)?®

Nazan is also one of my respondents, who agreed with Suna by asserting that dialogue
with doctors is more superficial compared to sharing the experience with other
women, which also allows for sharing of intimate feelings. Gaye, whose experience
with doctors is considerably more than my other respondents due to her condition,
strongly agreed that women’s sharing about the women’s embodied experiences are
not only much more reliable; but also absolutely necessary. After many interactions
with doctors, Gaye’s emphasis on the experience of other women instead of doctors
carries very significant clues related with the political necessity of organic
epistemology and also highlights the political importance of originating the
knowledge from women’s own experiences.

“So you speak superficially with doctor. You can deeply talk with women,

because they can feel the same. They can be more intimate since they are also

experincing the same. For instance, we shared that kind of things with my friend

because she experienced menopause also. It was like, ‘oh that happened me too’,

‘my belly got bigger’. When she says, ‘it’s not a problem, it’s just temporary’,

you feel more relaxed since there is something that already happened there.”
(Nazan Bahadir)®’

“I think it’s trustworthy. Experience. Rather than theoretic information offered
by the doctor mostly. You may or may not experience some of that is uttered by
doctor. Because, doctors can just offer what books provide them. However, |
argue that women are more experienced as they encounter the same. | mean, if
your doctor is female and if she has experienced menopause, indeed, we highly
appreciate what she says. On the contrary, if you visit a male doctor, | certainly

2% “Soru-cevap daha rahat aliyorsun. Hem kendin paylasiyorsun, hem karsidakiyle cevaplarim
alabiliyorsun. Bu da tek tarafli degil. Internet sadece tek tarafli sorup, orada yazilanlar1 aliyorsunuz
duygu filan paylasmiyorsunuz.” (Suna Elibol)

27 “Yani doktorla daha yiizeysel konusuyorsun. Kadinlarla daha igsel konusabiliyorsun. Ciinkii oda
onlari hissedebiliyor. Yasadigi i¢in daha sicak yaklasabiliyor. Kendi de yagadigi icin mesela menopoz
yasayan bir arkadagimizla dyle seyler paylastik. Aa benim de oldu filan diye. iste gobek tarafi bel
cevresi yaglandi. Aa problem degil, o gegiyor gecici filan diyor rahatliyorsun hani. Sonugta ¢iinkii
yaanmis bir sey.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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do not trust him much, as he doesn’t live with it, because what he can give is
only theoretical information.” (Gaye Calimli)**®

Filiz, who underwent similar processes with Gaye due to her condition, did not strictly
disagree about the position of doctors in the process of menopausal transition.
Nonetheless, she strongly argued that mothers should be the primary bearer of
knowledge related with women’s embodied transformations in order to equip their

daughters about what might happen and direct them to a doctor before it is too late.
“They’re really all important. I think it’s crucial that someone who has
experience, better also from family, transfers infromation and directs you to the
doctor. But, doctor is very important too. Visiting doctor routinely is also very
important. So doctor would be explaining medical consequenses. On the other
hand, these things are hereditary. It would have been better if | was told by my
mother, who experienced before 30, like ‘look this is how we are, this is our

family’, ‘my sister has this too’, ‘please do not ignore doctor’, etc.” (Filiz
Moyar)>*

Filiz’s emphasis on the importance mother is beyond coincidence that brings us the
topic related with generational transfer of experience, in which Filiz’s point will also

be discussed in detail.

7.2.1. Generational Transfer of Experience

| argue that one of the most important ways to struggle against medicalization of
menopause is to transfer of knowledge from mother to daughter. Due to the age of
women the experience of menopause may tend to be shared less often than the other
embodied processes such as menstruation, birth, lactation etc. Moreover, in contrast

2% «“Bence giivenilir. Deneyim. Yani teorik bir bilgidense, ¢iinkii doktorun verdigi bilgiler teorik
olabiliyor. Onun séyledigi bazi seyleri yasiyorsunuz veya yasamiyorsunuz. O ¢iinkii sadece size
kitaptaki bilgileri verebiliyor. Ama karsinizdaki insan onu birebir yasadig i¢in ¢ok daha tecriibeli
olarak goériiyorum. Yani eger tabii doktorunuz bir bayansa ve bu siiregleri yasamis ise tabii ki onun
sOylediklerine de ¢ok deger veririz. Ama bir erkek doktorla goriisiiyorsaniz o zaten bu siireci
yasamadigi i¢in sadece kitabi bilgiler vereceginden dolayi kesinlikle yani ben sey yapmiyorum.” (Gaye
Calimli)

29 “Hepsi de 6nemli aslinda. Soyle, tecriibeyi yasamus birinin, ki iistelik yakinsa ve ailedense,
aktarmasi ve ona gore de bir doktora yonlendirmesi bence ¢ok dnemli. Ama doktor da ¢ok &nemli.
Doktora diizenli bir sekilde rutin olarak da gitmek ¢ok 6nemli. Yani o tibbi sonuglarini soyliiyor olacak.
Diger taraftan da aileden bu, mesela annemin daha otuzuna basmadan bak biz boyleyiz, bizim aile bu,
siz de, ablam da var benim, bdyle olabilirsiniz, liitfen doktoru ihmal etmeyin gibi bir sey sdylenseydi
daha iyi olabilirdi.” (Filiz Moyar)
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to the monolithic explanations regarding the experience of menopause, mother’s
experiences become also crucial for women to interpret bodily changes occurring in
menopausal transition, which are highly diversified among women. Generational
transfer of knowledge and experience may also be helpful to struggle with emotional
distress that women face in embodied processes.

The ideal of ‘modern’ women appears itself as an important aspect in this contexts as
well parallel with Erol’s (2014) study; because women tend to trust medical
authorities and ignore their mother’s experiences by labelling them as traditional. This
tendency is also apparent in Agee’s (1995) study, in which she compared the sharing
behavior of menopause between white, upper-class women and black, middle class
women. She concluded that the experience of menopause is widely shared with
mothers among black women and traditional knowledge is more valued; whereas
upper-middle class white women rely more on to their doctor’s accounts instead of
their mothers labelling their mother’s knowledge as out-of-date. Similar findings were
observable in my fieldwork as well, yet there is no clear-cut boundaries in all women
unlike Agee’s interracial study. Almost half of my respondents declared that they
were aware about their mother’s menopausal transition in the past and implied that
their mothers shared their experiences with their daughters without disguising
anything as understood from Tiilin’s and Melis’s accounts.

“My mother didn’t hide anything, when she had her hot flushes she was saying

‘I am hot, I am a woman with menopause’, with folding fan on her hand, she

never hides. In the house she was talking like that, menopause, menopause.

That’s why we are familiar with menopause, what it is or how it is, what it is
going to happen in menopause etc.” (Tiilin Piir)?°

“My mother was always telling that she never had difficulties. Since she was
saying these, the example on my mind about menopause was my mother. | was

260 “Benim annem higbir sey saklamadi ki, sikinti geldigi zaman bana sikint1 geldi iste ben menopozlu
kadinim derdi hemen elinde firfirli yelpazeler, tirtilli pilli seyler, hi¢ saklamadi yani. Evin iginde de
bdyle konusuyordu, menopoz menopoz. O yiizden hi¢ biz menopoza yabanci degiliz yani. Menopoz
neymis, nasilmis, neler olurmus gibi.” (Tiilin Piir)
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guessing that I would experience the similar. I always follow my mother’s
footsteps.” (Melis Kizil)?!

Not only mothers but elder relatives are also important in order to maintain general
transfer of knowledge about menopausal transition. In that sense, Nazan for example
implied that alongside of her mother, the experiences of her older sisters were also
helpful for her in order to guide her about menopause and to make estimations about,
what might her menopause be like to prepare herself. Furthermore, she responded that
sharing was also motivational for all of them.

“Surely this kind of issues should be talked about, | am speaking freely. | mean

with my sister and | were talking to my mother for a couple of months before

she passed away. | also told her that I went through menopause. ‘Oh, I had

experienced earlier’, ‘yours is even late’ she said. We did motivating things to
ourselves, it was nice.” (Nazan Bahadir)??

Except from my above mentioned respondents, many others noted that they do not
share womanly issues with their mothers, not only because they are traditional, but
also due to cultural aspects, which classify women’s embodied experiences as taboo
or shameful. Therefore, Melek, Piraye and Cansel stated that they were reluctant to
talk about their experiences with their mothers, which includes not only menopause
but other issues related with reproduction and sexuality as well. In her remark Melek
also implied that even if she makes these kind of conversations with her mother, it
would be in a medical framework.

“l am not a person that talk womanly issues with my mother. Sometimes only in

a medical framework, if necessary. | tell her whether | had problems or not, or |

answer her questions if she asks. But we don’t talk about why and what

happened. However, since my mom’s menopause was through surgery, and

since | closely witnessed her before and after the procedure, of course we shared
that kind of things. She had difficult time back then, not psychologically but

261 “Annem hep anlatirdr zaten bir sorun sikint1 yasamadigini. Hep de bu sekilde anlattig1 i¢in benim
kafamda menopoza dair 6rnek zaten annemdi. Benimkinin de bdyle gegecegi tahmin ediyordum zaten.
Ben de hep onu 6rnek aldim.” (Melis Kizil)

262 Byyle seyler konusulmali tabii, ben konusuyorum rahatlikla. Yani kardeslerimle olsun, simdi annem
rahmetli oldu ama onunla da vefat etmeden zaten birkag ay dyle gecirmistik, menopoza girdigimi de
sOylemistim. Aa dedi ben daha erken girdim dedi. Seninki geg bile oldu dedi. Giizel boyle motive edici
seyler yaptik birbirimize.” (Nazan Bahadir)
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physically, because she had surgery when she was 41 or 42. She suffered things
of early menopause and negative implications of surgery.” (Melek Zeyrek)?%®

Similar remarks were made by Piraye and Cansel, who experienced certain level of
emotional distress during their experience of menopause. It is important to note here
that, not only they did not share their experiences with them; but also their mothers
were not also not willing to discuss them about these processes, or menopause in
particular. Therefore, it may be concluded that especially for some women it cannot
be talked about generational communication, which also plays an important role to
strengthen the medical hegemonic discourse by increasing its legitimacy especially
about the experience of menopause.

“I assume that mothers don’t speak clearly with their daughters. They don’t

speak comprehensively, it’s like superficial such as hot flushes and anger. I also

didn’t speak with my mother about all these things that I am telling you now.”
(Piraye Yiiksek)?®*

“My mother never explained to me such a process (menopause).” (Cansel
Keskin)?

About this issue the case of Filiz for me the most striking one. As mentioned several
times, she experienced menopause at the age of 33 abruptly, caused her a lot of stress
especially at that time. When | asked her whether is there any sharing of experience
between her and her mother about these issues, she replied that topics related with

reproduction and sexuality are highly tabooed in her family, which are never

263 Annemle ¢ok bdyle kadin muhabbeti yapan bir insan degilim. Ama gerektigi kadar tibbi bir
konusma iginde zaman zaman. Sorunlu, sorunsuz gibi bir konusma yaparim veya o sorarsa cevap
veririm. Ama oturup annemle nasil olmustu ne olmustu filan diye konusmam. Ama annemin ameliyatla
bittigi i¢in, onun yasadig1 silireci veya ameliyattan sonra yasadigi siireci yakindan gordiigiim igin, o
tarz bir paylasimimiz tabii ki oldu. Psikolojik olarak olmasa da fiziksel olarak sikintil1 bir siire¢ gegirdi
¢linkii o da 42 yasinda ameliyat oldu annem 41-42 yasinda. Tabi o erken menopoz ve birden ameliyatla
kesilmig olmanin seylerini yasadi.” (Melek Zeyrek)

264 “Galiba anneler kizlartyla ¢ok agik net konusmuyorlar. Tam olarak konusmuyorlar, gene yiizeysel
hani boyle sikint:1 sinirlilik gibi. Ben de oturup annemle konusmadim yani aslinda biitiin bu size
anlattiklarimin higbirini.” (Piraye Yiiksek)

265 “Annem anlatmadi higbir zaman boyle bir siireci.” (Cansel Keskin)
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discussed. She added that after she was diagnosed about her condition, her mother

had no idea for years until she got married and her mother got excited about grandkids.

“No, that didn’t happen. We don’t often see my aunts, they were living in Usak.
My mother and I came to Istanbul and they are in izmir now. We were and still
are always seperated. Another thing that we never speak these issues with my
mother. This (menopause) and these kinds of things are never spoken between
us. [ don’t know why but we never talk things like that. My mother didn’t know
anything even after my doctor diagnosed me. When | decided to marry, I
introduced my husband to my family. When my mother started to fantasize about
having a grandchildren, I told her that this would never happen. Like | expressed,
we don’t talk these things. It’s secret, we hide it, we simply ignore these issue as
if it don’t exist. This (menopause) and similar topics. At least in our family it is
like that. Because of that, my mother learnt this after | got married. | said to her
because | had to. She had started to fantasize about grandchildren, | said, never
dream of such things, it will not happen.” (Filiz Moyar)?%®

It is understood from her accounts that Filiz experienced her menopause by herself,
which might complicate coping with physical and psychological hardships as well as

resulting in to interpret her experience only in a medical framework.

Aside from these mentioned examples, a lot of my respondents stated that they asked
to their mothers and elder relatives about menopausal experiences after their transition
has begun; although they did not talked about it before again due to cultural aspects.
“In our family, this kind of thing is never spoken neither with my mother nor
with my aunts. | haven’t seen any effects. I only asked my aunts that, at what

age they went through menopause, right after mine (menopause) started.”
(Hande Kirmiz1)?%’

266 <y ok, dyle bir sey olmadi. Belki teyzemle ¢ok sik gériismiiyoruz, onlar usakta yasiyorlardi. Ama
annemle de ben Istanbul'a geldigim icin, onlar Izmir'de simdi. Hep bir arada olmadik. Bir diger konu
annemle de bu tiir konular1 hi¢bir zaman konugsmazdik. Bu ve benzeri konulari hi¢ konugsmuyoruz.
Boyle bir sey var yani nedense o konusulmaz. Oyle konusmadim o yiizden bana doktor sdyledikten
sonra bile annemin haberi yoktu. Ne zaman ben evlenmeye karar verdim. Tamstirdim esimi ailemle,
annem torun hayali kurmaya basladiginda sesli bir sekilde bdyle bir sey yok dedim, olmayacak dedim.
Dedim ya biz konusmuyoruz béyle seyleri. Sey ayri, gizli o, yok sayiyoruz biz o konuyu. O ve benzeri
konular1 daha dogrusu. Bizim ailede 6yle en azindan. O yiizden evlenecegim zaman 6grendi annem. O
da mecburen sdyledim, torun hayali kurmaya baslayinca, kurma hayal sakin bdyle bir sey olmayacak
dedim.” (Filiz Moyar)

27 “Bizim ailede mesela ben annemde teyzelerimde hig¢ bdyle bir seyin konusuldugunu bilmem.
Etkilerini de gérmedim. Ben sadece seyi sordum teyzelerime, kag yasinda menopoza girdiklerini
benimki basladiktan sonra.” (Hande Kirmiz1)
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“I immediately asked my mother at what age did she go through menopause. 1
think this is related with our cultural structure. We don’t speak such things with
our families. We speak with our closest female friends, even it’s not pleasant to
speak with male frineds.” (Zuhal Isik)?%®

Although, many of my respondents noted that they either did not exchange any of
their embodied experiences with their mothers, or consulted them afterwards; a lot of
women, who especially experienced menopause earlier than expected and feel bad
about losing their reproductive capacities, emphasized the importance of generational
transfer of knowledge by stating that the lack of sharing these experiences made them
more vulnerable and unprepared about menopause. Two statements of Esra are given
place about this issue, in one of which she admitted that she blamed her mother not
to inform her about menopause. Because, after her menopause Esra found out that her
mother’s menopausal transition also started in the age of 38.

“For example, if my mom had explained me all these, I could have taken my

precautions accordingly. Maybe, | could have evaluated my opportunities better.

But I learned all these after it was too late for everything. We didn’t have that

kind of sharing. Nothing is spoken properly due to the factor fo shame. | was a

high school student and even I didn’t know anything about giving birth.” (Esra
Karadeniz)?®®

“I blamed her for the time being, yes. I blamed her because she didn’t explain
me anything. | told her that I wished she had explained me all these.” (Esra
Karadeniz)?™

Filiz also noted that her lack of relation with her mother was problematic by stressing
the significance of experience, because after she confronted with her mother she also

discovered that her mother also had a similar story of early menopause.

268 “Ben hemen annem kag yasinda girdigini filan sormustum. Bizim bence kiiltiirel yapimizla alakal,
biz bu tarz seyleri cok konusmuyoruz ailecek. Iste en yakin bayan arkadaslarinizla konusuyoruz; yani
hatta erkeklerle bile bu konuyu konusmak ¢ok hos olmuyor.” (Zuhal Isik)

269 “Mesela annem bana anlatsayd: bu olay1, belki ben ona gore énlemini alacaktim. Belki onun igin
yapabilecegim seyler varsa onlart degerlendirecektim. Ama is isten gectikten sonra ben bunlari
6grendim. Bizde yoktu dyle bir paylasim, yasaklarimiz ¢ok fazlaydi. Aman ayipti, aman sdylenmez
diyerek higbir sey konusulmuyor. Lise talebesiydim daha dogumun nasil gergeklestigi konusunda
bilgim yoktu.” (Esra Karadeniz)

210 “0 donemlerde evet sugladim. Niye anlatmadi diye sugladim. Bahsetseydi keske diye sdyledim.”
(Esra Karadeniz)
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“I think it’s crucial that someone who has experience, better also from family,
transfers infromation and directs you to the doctor. [...] It would have been better
if I was told by my mother, who went through menopause before 30, like ‘look
this is how we are, this is our family’, ‘my sister has this too’, ‘please do not
ignore doctor’, etc.” (Filiz Moyar)?"

Nazan and Hande’s remarks addressed the historical change related with the
communication between mothers and daughters and noted that compared to past it is
now not only easier to share these processes with mothers and elder relatives; but also
there are a lot of open sources for women to research. At this point especially Hande
underlined internet as a crucial tool.

“This issues were harder back in my time. Nowadays young people are more

‘conscious’. Mothers and fathers are more ‘conscious’. Even fathers speak about

this now. It was taboo back then. Not in our family but in generally it was. It was

a shame, you couldn’t even share it with your friends. It’s not like that now,
everything is overt.” (Nazan Bahadir)?"?

“There is no getting information from some particular place, like old times. You
read from everywhere. You open it from the internet and read about menopause.
So, there is no need for information from the friend or mother like it was in the
previous generation.” (Hande Kirmiz1)?"

To sum up, my data shows both resemblances and discrepancies with Agee’s (1995)
and Erol’s study (2014). Especially, women, who did not evaluate her menopause as
a pleasant experience, emphasized the importance of generational transfer of
knowledge; although, they could not have a chance to talk about their menopausal
experience with their mothers. The invisibility of the experience of menopause also

manifests itself in generational relationships. In the next section, women’s

271 “Tecriibeyi yagamus birinin, ki {istelik yakinsa ve ailedense, aktarmasi ve ona gore de bir doktora
yonlendirmesi bence ¢ok dnemli. Mesela annemin daha otuzuna basmadan bak biz boyleyiz, bizim aile
bu, siz de, ablam da var benim, bdyle olabilirsiniz, litfen doktoru ihmal etmeyin gibi bir sey
soylenseydi daha iyi olabilirdi.” (Filiz Moyar)

272 “Bizim dénemimizde daha zordu o isler. Simdi gencler de masallah ¢cok daha bilingli. Anne babalar
bilingli. Simdi babalar bile anlatiyor artik anneyi birak. Bizde tabuydu o donemlerde. Bizim ailede
degildi ama genelde dyleydi. Ayipti, arkadaslarinla bile paylasamazdin. Simdi dyle degil, her sey ¢ok
aleni.” (Nazan Bahadir)

273 “Egkisi gibi bir yerden bilgi almak ve sey yok. Her yerde okuyorsun. Internetten agip menopoz ile
ilgili bilgileri okuyorsun. Yani o yilizden de bir 6nceki nesil gibi arkadasindan annenden filan bir bilgi
yok.” (Hande Kirmiz1)
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conversations with friends and colleagues will be focused within the same framework

of seeking an organic epistemology.

7.2.2. Conversations With Friends

Inspiring from the Marxist tradition, women’s talking with each other about their
experiences and problems are seen as an important political mechanism in order to
alleviate women’s oppression from the beginning of feminist thinking. After dealing
with talking about menopause in the medical and generational perspective, | also
posed a question to my respondents by asking them to describe in which ways they
share their experience of menopause within peer groups.

From the responds of women, | recognized that sharing their experience with peer
groups also shows itself as another negotiating mechanism both against stigmatization
and against dominant medical discourse, which regards menopause as a disease. From
these conversation many women like Zuhal and Sinem, who both experienced
menopause before 45 years old, declared that they voluntarily share their menopausal
experiences with their friends in order to inform and emotionally support them.

“We speak. Due to my early experience, when I observe a similar effect on my

friends, I tell them it’s normal and share with them that I also felt similar things.

It’s the biggest thing among women. Sharing about everything reduces the
stress.” (Zuhal Isik)?"

“With close friends, topics that once that you were uninterested became topics
you are now involved in. Then you pay more attention about how your friends
experience, what is happening to them, etc. Some experiences this (hot flushes)
very frequently as you said, and some other experiences nothing.” (Sinem

Cigek)275

274 «“Konusuyoruz. Genelde iste, dedigim gibi belki ben daha erken oldugum i¢in diger etrafimdaki
arkadaslarimdan, benzer belirtileri gordiiglimde normal oldugunu, benim de yasadigimdan filan
bahsediyorum. Kadinlar arasinda en biiyiik sey o zaten. Her konuda paylasim insandaki stresi
azaltiyor.” (Zuhal Isik)

215 “yakin ¢evrendeki insanlarla, énceden sana uzak olan konu senin i¢inde olmus oldugun bir konu
oluyor. Bu sefer daha kulak kabartiyorsun sen nasil yasiyorsun, sende ne oluyor, bende bdyle oluyor.
Kimi dedigin gibi ¢ok sik yasiyor bunu kimi de ¢ok rahat mesela, hi¢bir sey gegirmiyor.” (Sinem
Cigek)
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Hande also declared that she talks with her friends about her experiences and also
listen the experiences of her friends. However, she argued that the ones, who suffer
from physiological discomforts, are more willing to share their experiences due to the
fact that they are more involved about the solutions, home remedies, and its influences
on general health. Additionally, Suna’s remarks were similar with Hande’s implying
that Suna and her friends try to be aware from their friend’s coping strategies with
menopause including medical and alternative therapies, physiological and emotional
processes.

“Actually when we speak these together, we share information with each other

at the end. But this is rather a personal issue. I mainly have friends who do

researches lot more frequently, she is like that you know. | have some other

friends who are interested in medical subjects and read about those. Not just for

this issue (menopause); but in general. | assume that people who experience

more physical problems with this (menopause) probably do more research about

how they can fix the problems or how can they ease their troubles. And they can

provide more information. I have never experienced such a situation, so I didn’t

need that. I am the one who gets informed mostly. Because I don’t need it, I just
listen and join the conversation.” (Hande Kirmiz1)?'

“I’m not a type of person who talks about my private life but I do speak with my
close friends of course. We have been speaking about have you gone through
menopause, what did you experience, what did you use, how did you get over it,
like these kinds of stuff.” (Suna Elibol)?"’

Although, Piraye perceives crucial women’s sharing with each other about the
experience of menopause, she addressed also some problems, in which she
complained that other women either cannot comprehend her distress or trivialize it

instead of supporting her. According to Piraye, women, who experienced menopause

276 «“Aslinda birbirimizle bunu konustugumuz zaman bilgileri birbirimizle paylasiyoruz sonug olarak.
Ama bu biraz kisisel bir sey. Benim daha ¢ok arastirma yapan arkadaslarim var ama onun genel yapisi
Oyle. Daha ¢ok okuyan tibbi konulara ¢ok merakli arkadaglar var. Hani bu konuya 6zel degil, genel
egilime bagli. O daha cok bilgi veriyor mesela. Birazcik bu konuda fiziksel sikintilar1 olan insanlar
herhalde bu konuya daha ¢ok arastirmaya, en azindan bu sorunu nasil gidebilirim, nasil daha az
etkilenirim’ 1 arastiran insanlar daha ¢ok bilgi veriyorlar. Ben hi¢ bastan da dedigim gibi bende hig
Oyle bir durum olmadi, ihtiya¢ duymadim. Bilgi alan taraf oluyorum bu durumda yani. Kendim
ihtiyacim olmadig1 i¢in, sadece duyuyorum ve konusmaya katiliyorum.” (Hande Kirmizi)

217 “Ben zaten 6zel yasamimla ilgili gok konugan bir insan degilim ama yani samimi arkadaslarimla
konusuyorum tabii ki. Sen gecirdin mi, sen neler yagsadin. Ne kullandin, nasil atlattin bunlar tabii

konustuk, halen de konusuyoruz.” (Suna Elibol)
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rather smoothly or unaware of what menopause can cause in terms of general health,
cannot help her. Therefore, she evaluated these talks with her friends as unnecessary
for the most of the time. From her accounts, | also got the impression that her friends
might have approached her depression related with menopause in a judgmental way
and might have thought that Piraye was exaggerating her situation, which made Piraye
reluctant about demanding support from her friends.

“We don’t talk too much about it with women that I asked about. Especially if

they are not influenced much. For example, | generally ask. However, if she says

it (menopause) did not influence her, then there is nothing to talk with her.

Maybe she thinks that she is not affected. | know what effects it create on my

body or problems it would cause. These are blood pressure, cholestherol,

osteoprosis etc. Since women are not ‘conscious’, the most famous hot flushes

comes out instantly and pregivenly as the most common thing when you ask

women about their menopause. Look, | am just now started to talk about hot

flushes. | have faced many other problems before coming to hot flushes.

However, when you ask a woman, the initial answer that they give you is hot

flushes, sweating, etc. Yes, I’ve experinced these too but I didn’t mind these

physical effects because | thought that they would eventually diminish by time.

But psychologically I am more negatively influenced. it was challenging.”
(Piraye Yiiksek)?'

From Piraye’s remarks I conclude that the women, who underwent a serious
depression started with menopausal transition, may still feel themselves excluded
from women’s conversations or these communications may not be helpful for them;
although, women are tend to explain and share their menopausal experiences with
each other. In that sense, I claim that it is also significant in which way the menopause
is talked instead of whether women share their experiences of menopause or not. This
issue will be elaborated in the next section. However, in order to expand Piraye’s

point, similar remarks were made by other respondents like Nehir by stating that only

218“Cok uzun lizerinde konusmuyoruz, sordugum insanlarla. Hele ki, etkilenmediyse bazilari. Ben

mesela soruyorum genellikle. Ama etkilenmedim diyor mesela, o zaman onunla konusacak bir sey yok.
Ama etkilenmedigini zannediyor belki de yani. Bir seyi bilince, hani simdi yani ben viicutta yarattigi
etkileri bildigim i¢in, ya da bana getirecegi sonuglari bildigim i¢in, tansiyon, kolesterol, osteoporoz
gibi sonuglari bana tastyacagi i¢in... Ama kadinlar ¢ok bilingli olmadigi i¢in, sadece hep sdylenen su
biitin kadinlarda ortak hani sordunuz ya hemen iste sicak basmasi o fix. Bakin ben daha sicak
basmasina simdi geldim, sicak basmasina gelene kadar daha insan ne sikintilar yasiyor. Ama kadinlara
sorulunca hemen ilk sdyledikleri sey sicak basmasi, terleme veya iste birden lisiime. Evet tabii bunlart
ben de yasadim ama ben psikolojik anlamda hani daha ¢ok beni etkiledi bu fiziksel seylere ¢cok fazla
takilmadim ¢iinkii gececegini zamanla diisiindiim ama o psikolojik tarafi zor oldu.” (Piraye Yiikek)
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some specific aspects of menopause are tended to be mentioned in those talks. In order
to support her claim she exemplified her complaint of vaginal dryness, which she
finds difficult to share even with her close friends.
“These experiences are not easy to share. For example, the biggest effect on my
life is vaginal dryness and it can’t be told everywhere.” (Nehir Erdem)?’
Supporting Nehir, Melek also evaluated that sharing menopausal experiences may be
shameful for the most of women, since the word menopause directly signals ‘aging’
at the same time; considering the fact that most of the women deliberately try to avoid
from the perception of an ‘aged’ person.
“It’s a bit like that I think. Women perceive this (menopause) as a matter of
youth. Or finitude of reproduction is thought to be as a sign of elderliness or
beginning of the end. Maybe just for this reason, it’s hidden or untold in order
to deny old age. If you ask to your close friend you can get answers about
whether she is menstruating or not, or what she experienced. But it may not be
talked with an ordinary friend. In fact, [ assume that women even don’t ask this

question, if it (menstruation) is continuing, finished, what happened etc.” (Melek
Zeyrek)?®°

Gaye also explained her challenges about telling her experience of menopause to her
friends. Although, she emphasized that at the beginning she thought no one can
understand what she was going through, after sharing with several friends she
acknowledged that it has contributed a lot to in order to cope with emotional distress.
In her remark, she advised not only to share the experience but also listen to others to
get familiar with alternative opinions. From the accounts of Gaye, women’s
transmission of experience among themselves manifests itself not only as an

important tool to cope with embodied changes, but also significant in order to form

279 «“Simdi su tecriibeler dyle ¢ok kolay paylasilan seyler degil. Mesela sey. Benim hayatimdaki en

biiyiik etki vajinal kuruluk ve yani anlatilir bir sey degil 6yle her yerde.” (Nehir Erdem)

280 «“Ben biraz dyle oldugunu diisiiniiyorum. Bunu bir genclik seyi olarak algiliyor kadinlar. Ya da
kesilmeyi yaslilik, bir sonun baslangici, boyle hani artik yasliliga adim atma gibi diisiiniilityor. Onun
icin belki o sadece bu sebeple yani, yasliligi kabul etmeme sebebiyle saklaniyor veya sdylenmiyor.
Yoksa ¢ok samimi arkadasina sorsan cevap alabilirsin belki hani kesildin mi,, kesilmedin mi veya ne
yasadigiyla ilgili ama normalde siradan, ¢ok samimi olmadigin biriyle konusulmayabilir. Kadinlar
hatta bence bu soruyu birbirlerine sormuyorlar hatta. Devam ediyor mu, bitti mi ne oldu filan demiyor.
Durup dururken.” (Melek Zeyrek)
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an alternative discourse against hegemonic assumptions in order to deal with
invisibility.

“Yes of course, it’s hard to talk about this. [ was also having hard time to mention
my problems, talking about psychological pressure and all that. Or you don’t
think that you can express yourself. Or you think that you wouldn’t be
understood properly. However, as you share, and observe different point of
views, | felt much more relaxed. Yes, this is important. So, sharing is really hard
but when you share, you realize that there are different perspectives.” (Gaye
Calimlr)®!

In her remarks Esra also admitted that menopause is not as frequently discussed as
other embodied changes that women are going through such as pregnancy. She
evaluated women’s conversations about menopause especially important because the
issue of early menopause often tend to be seem as extremely rare; although, many
women experience this in contrast to the existing assumption. Therefore women,
whose menopause arrives earlier than expected, might not have a chance to consider
this possibility due to the fact that they mostly remain unaware about the
physiological signs of early menopause, when they do not have an opportunity to
listen other women’s experiences.

“It would be much better. I wish it can be talked as a normal issue. I wish women

can express their menopause such like saying | am pregnant or | will give a birth

like a normal thing. I wish women can talk freely about menopause with other

women like, ‘look this is going to happen’, ‘be careful about that’, ‘this might

happen in early age’ etc. It is not that every women with hot flushes are

experiencing menopause but women should be talking freely by saying things

like ‘go see a doctor, do research etc.’. These should be spoken among women.”
(Esra Karadeniz)?®2

281 «Valla tabii ki bdyle konular1 konusmak zor, ben de ilk zamanlarda ¢ok zorlaniyordum bu sikintimi
dile getirmekte. Iste o psikolojik baskiy1 onunla konusmak konusunda. Ya da ifade edemiyorsunuz
kendinizi. Ya da karginizdakinin sizi anlamayacagini diistiniiyorsunuz. Ama paylastik¢a, onun farkli
bakis agilarini gordiikge ben kendimi daha rahat hissetmeye basladim. Evet bu 6nemli. Yani gergekten
paylasim zor ama paylasinca da ¢ok daha farkli seylerin oldugunu gorebiliyorsunuz.” (Gaye Calimli)

282 “Cok daha iyi olurdu. Normal bir sey gibi konusulsa keske. Nasil sen gebeysen, ve ben hamileyim
cocuk dogracagim diyebiliyorsan, menopoza girdim veya menopoza giriyorum, arkadaslar boyle boyle
seyleri oluyor. Bakin siz de dikkat edin, erken yaslarda da olabiliyor bu. Hani illa ki her terleyen her
sicak hisseden menopoza girecek diye bir sey yok ama; onunla ilgili doktora gidip bilgi alin arastirin
diye rahatca konugabilmeli kadinlar kendi aralarinda.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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Another problem of experiencing menopause earlier is stressed in Filiz’s remarks. She
noted that she did not have a chance to talk about menopause with her friends in the
past when she was diagnosed at the age of 33; because, her friends, whose age were
similar to Filiz’s, were completely remote to the experience of menopause. It is
understood from Filiz’s point that alongside of talking with friends, generational
transfer of knowledge is especially and important dealing mechanism, which should
be encouraged.

“T will tell you something, I couldn’t speak with many people when | went

through menopause at the age of 33. Because many of women experiencing

menopause were older than me. Since I don’t have mother to speak, and I can’t

speak with my aunt either, then I had to find some others to talk with but there

wasn’t anyone around me. There are 50 years old people around me who

menstruate normally. But there wasn’t anyone who went through early, about

33, around me back then. Even there were no 40’s. If there was, it would
definitely be nice to share experiences.” (Filiz Moyar)?

As mentioned before in the discussion related with women’s personal research about
menopause, based on her experience Fulden asserted that personal research or
additional sources informing about menopause were not necessary for her due to her
dialogue with her friends. She was one of my respondents, whose bond with her
friends are the closest in terms of sharing embodied experiences. To emphasize the
importance of women’s conversations Fulden’s remarks are given place once more,
in which she also exemplified one of her friends, who experienced menopause at the
age of 28.

“I am still in touch with my secondary and high school friends. Thus, my group

of friends is always same. | am still seeing my 13-15 years old friends at the age

of 52. Therefore, they are all within a similar level of culture. We don’t have any
complaint about getting informed (about menopause). We all had opportunity to

283 “Sana bir sey sdyleyeyim mi, ben oldugumda 33 yasinda ben bunu ¢ok insanla konusamadim.
Cinki girenlerin ¢ogunun yasi daha biiylik. Benim tutup bir abla bulup, annem olmadigina gore,
annemle bu konusmayi yapamadigima gore, teyzemle yapamadigima gore o yasta birilerini bulup
konusabiliyor olmam gerekir ama yoktu. Yok yani benim ¢evreme baktigin zaman. Hani 50 yasinda
hala normal devam edenler var. Ama benim gibi 33 yasinda erken olan birisi yoktu benim gevremde.
Hadi 33" ge¢ 40 da yoktu. Olsaydi giizel olurdu deneyim paylagmak.” (Filiz Moyar)
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inform ourselves. For example, a friend of ours went through menopause at 28
and she told us about her experiences.” (Fulden Karaca)?*

After discussing Gaye’s, Esra’s and Filiz’s opinions on the importance of menopause
and early menopause in particular shared within women’s conversations, it is seen
that Fulden’s remarks, in which she explained that the experiences of her friends

illuminated the issue for her, exactly supported their opinions.

In this section the dialogue with medical experts are tried to be contrasted with
women’s conversations in terms of generational transmission of knowledge and
sharing with peer groups. In brief, women emphasized the significance of women’s
own experience from several aspects, in which women’s talks gain a special
importance in the cases of early menopause. In the next section, talking about
menopause will be focused in accordance with the tendencies of either hiding or

joking about the experience of menopause.

7.3. Closer Look to the Patterns of Sharing the Experience: Hiding and Joking

As mentioned above and in the previous chapters many women implied their tendency
to disguise their experience of menopause from their friends, partners and families;
as well as in their work environments. Considering the invisibility of menopausal
experience except from the medical discourse and the aspects of social stigmatization,
these tendencies can be justified. More importantly, | discovered that the way of
talking about this experience also matters. In my interviews, | observed that even
women, who disagrees that they are hiding their experience of menopause in public
or among their friends, they explained that they are mentioning about menopause in
a mockery and/or in a joking manner. This tendency of hiding and joking about the
experience of menopause attracted my attention; thus, I not only elaborated the issue

with further questions during interviews; but also wanted to allocate a special focus

284 «“Benim arkadas grubum, ortaokul ve liseden birlikte oldugum arkadaslarimla hala goriisiiyorum.
Dolayisiyla arkadas grubum hep ayni. Ayni derken 13-15 yasindaki arkadaslarimla 52 yasinda hala
goriisiiyorum. Dolayisiyla hepsi belli bir egitim ve kiiltiir diizeyinde. Hi¢ seyimiz yok, ne denir ona,
hi¢ bdyle onceden bilgilendirilseydik soyleydik boyleydik yok. Hepimiz birbirimizi bir sekilde ya
bilgilendirecek ortamlarimiz olustu ya onceden bilgilenmis veya bir arkadasimiz mesela 28 yaginda
menopoza girmis onun bize anlattiklar1 vardi.” (Fulden Karaca)
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of these hiding and joking behavior; because, although these two behaviors may seem
contradictory to each other, in my opinion they are in fact closely related originating
from the issues of invisibility of the experience and social stigmatization of

menopausal women.

To begin with, the patterns of hiding the experience of menopause worth elaborating.
It may be assumed that the invisibility of menopausal experience, compared to other
embodied changes that women are going through such as pregnancy, may reinforce
women towards not talking about their experience of menopause. This claim was
uttered also by Zuhal with following words:

“Hiding may not be the right word, but I don’t like sharing let’s say. If you ask

why? I am thinking about this in detail right now actually, but I don’t know.

Maybe it’s related with my character. Also, the fact that these kind of issues are
not talked, so that it might have affected me.” (Zuhal Isik)?®®

Other than Zuhal’s concerns some of my respondents, who felt emotional distress
about losing their reproductive capacities implied that they prefer not disclosing about
their experience of menopause, because they already feel themselves as useless. To
illustrate Sinem underlined that she feels herself very uncomfortable, when her in-
laws brought the subject about making more children. At these cases, Sinem implied
that she does not disclose her condition related with menopause; instead she replies
them that she does not want any more children. I argue that Sinem’s emphasis on ‘in-
laws’ is especially crucial; because it underlines her belief about devaluation of her
subjectivity exemplified in her position as a ‘daughter-in law’.

“They may tell me that I should have one more child, especially my husband’s

relatives. They say ‘what would happen if there is one more’, ‘it’s early you can

make another baby’. I don’t want to talk this issue especially with my husband’s

relatives. [ don’t know why. It wouldn’t be perceived falsely, why would it? For

example, we are like friends with my sister-in-law we talk with each other. But

if I talk with relatives, | say | have two children and that is enough. I particularly
don’t want to mention the issue (of menopause) and discuss about earliness and

285 “Sakladim degil de gok paylagsmak hosuma gitmiyor diyelim. Neden dersen, simdi diisiiniiyorum

acikcast bu konuyla ilgili detayli, bilemiyorum yani belki yapisal bir sey benim yapimla da alakali
olabilir. Bu konularin ¢ok konusulmamasiyla ilgili belki etkilenmis olabilirim diye diisliniiyorum.”
(Zuhal Isik)

252



reasons. | can’t understand this, but I don’t want to talk, I suppose I feel
uncomfortable.” (Sinem Cigek)?®

Giizin and Piraye, on the other hand, preferred hiding their experience of menopause
especially at the beginning; simply because it is something that they are experiencing
hard time to admit in the first place. Moreover, Piraye implied that it was a matter of
pride for her to be treated as ‘menopausal’ or ‘old’.

“Yes, it happened to me a bit. Even it became matter of pride. Since I thought

that I went through menopause early, [ wanted to hide it. It’s because of denial.

I made it matter of pride and didn’t want to show. That kind of thing happened

due to denial. | was abstained because | thought that everyone would see me as

an old person and treat me like ‘menopausal’. You know it is established that
kind of perception: ‘menopausal’ (Piraye Yiiksek)?®’

“I would be lying if I say didn’t happened too much. Yes, it happened at the first
because I felt like everything is over.” (Giizin Celik)?®

The feeling of shame was also apparent stressed in some of my interviews, which is
originated from the value attributed to being feminine and losing femininity with
menopause. Hale exemplified her cousin about this issue of shame; yet she also
emphasized that she found the behavior of her cousin odd considering the fact that
their relationship is very close since childhood. From the example of Hale’s cousin it
is understood that women may even hide their menopause from the people, who are
close to them, and may force women to experience these transition by themselves.

286 “Bir tane daha cocugun olsun derler mesela 6zellikle esimin taraflari, bir tane daha olsaydi ne
olurdu, bak daha erken yine yapabilirsin vesaire. Ozellikle esimi taraflarinda bu konuyu konusmak
istemiyorum. Bilmiyorum o nasil bir seyse, aslinda farkli algilanmaz niye algilansin ki? mesela
gorimcemle daha arkadas gibiyiz konusuyoruz ama ne bileyim akrabalardan falan birisi olursa yok
diisiinmiiyorum iki tane cocugum var yeterli deyip gecistiriyorum. Ozellikle belirtip de o konuyu agip,
‘aa daha ¢ok erkendi de, neden bdyle oldu da’ o konulart agik¢ast konusmak istemiyorum. Anlam
veremiyorum ama konusmak istemiyorum kendimi rahatsiz hissediyorum herhalde.” (Sinem Cigek)

287 «“A evet biraz oldu o bende. Gurur meselesi oldu hatta. Ben iste gene erken girdigimi diisiindiigiim
i¢in saklamak istedim. Kabul edememekten. Bunu biraz gurur meselesi yaptim, yansitmak istemedim.
Oyle bir sey oldu kabullenememekten kaynakli. Hem de disariya kars: da sey, simdi herkes beni yash
diye bakacak aman menopozlu kadin muamelesi gorecegim hani bdyle de bir kalip laf yerlesmis ya
iste menopozlu kadin filan diye bunlari istemedigim i¢in tabii insan biraz ¢ekimser oluyor.” (Piraye
Yiiksek)

288 «“Cok olmadi desem yanlis sdylerim. Evet, oldu ilk baslarda bunu sdylemek sanki her sey bitmis
gibi hissediyordum.” (Giizin Celik)
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“Yes there is such a thing. My aunt’s daughter is 2 years older than me. We got
together with our cousins around 2 years ago. One of my cousin said, ‘I have
already went through menopause a long time before but I haven’t mentioned’.
She didn’t say anything to us until then.The thing is, we three are like sisters.
She is generally tight-lipped.” (Hale Toprak)?®°

Aside from Hale cousin, Cansel shared similar remarks in which she admitted that
she is witnessing women from her immediate environment, who tend to hide their
experiences by stressing that even sometimes she is reluctant to ask women about
their experiences of menopause; because according to Cansel, women can be annoyed
from these kind of questions. She justified the reluctance of women again with the
issues of ‘aging’, ‘reproduction’ and feeling of shame accompanying them. Cansel’s
point also indicates that women’s conversations with each other are also not free from
these kind of concerns.

“Talking about menopause is like that. Since it ends fertility of women and limits

life in many aspects and causes bad experiences, majority of women don’t want

to share it. And it seems like symbol of old age. Menopause means | am old now.

That’s why many are afraid of going through it. Hence, they don’t share. A

woman is like 55 but doesn’t want to tell. Sometimes I intend asking about ‘how

was yours’ and people don’t want to talk about it. They see it as a defect. They
don’t want to share this defect with others.” (Cansel Keskin)?*

It is clear that women, who experienced menopause earlier than the expected age
range, are also the ones, who feel the social pressure of ‘menopause’ the most.
Therefore, they also tend to hide their menopausal experience. Gaye and Esra both
stated very clearly that they probably might have refused my offer to make interview
with them, if | asked them in the early years, when they firstly encountered with

menopause. However, both Gaye and Esra also added that these kind of feelings were

289 “Byet sdyle bir sey var. Teyzemin kizi benden 2 yas biiyiik, Bahsettigim kuzenimle ii¢iimiiz bir
araya gelmistik 2 y1l 6nce filan. Ben goktan menopoza girdim sdylemedim dedi. Bize bile sdylememis;
ki biz ligiimiiz li¢ kardes gibiyiz. O zaten genellikle ketumdur s6ylememis.” (Hale Toprak)

290 «“Menopozdan bahsetmek sdyle bir sey. Kadinlarim iiremesini bitiren bir sey oldugu i¢in ve hayatini
¢ok anlamda kisitlayip kotii seyler yasamasina sebep oldugu i¢in kadinlarin ¢ogu bunu etraflariyla
zaten paylasmak istemiyorlar. Bir de yasliligin sembolii oluyor sanki. Ben artik yaslandim demek
menopoz bu ylizden menopoza girmekten korkuyor herkes ¢ok. Bu yiizden de menopoza girdiginde
paylasmiyor. Kadin 55 yasinda filan mesela ama anlatmak istemiyor. Yani bazen ben de mesela senin
nasil gecti filan diye soracak oluyorum ¢ok o konuya girmek istemiyor insanlar. Yani kendisinde bunu
bir kusur olarak goriiyor. Bu kusuru digariyla paylagsmak istemiyor.” (Cansel Keskin)
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not permanent for them and now they are talking rather freely, because they have
adapted themselves to this issue and they do not perceive menopause as a threat posed

to their subjectivity or femininity anymore.

“That is possible for women since fertility is over. They can feel a pyschological
pressure inside. Consequently, they might want to keep it away from others. [...]
If you asked for this interview 10 years before, maybe I wouldn’t have accepted
it. Because my concerns were very different, | was worrying about not having
children. My case was exceptional. But I’'m done with that in my mind. If we
were speaking 10 years before, maybe [ would say yes, I hide it because I can’t
accept. However, this is not the case now. Because I accept this.” (Gaye
Caliml)?*

“In my opinion, no, I don’t hesitate. I can easily mention that I went through
menopause. But in that time, [ couldn’t say it. After that, I can easily say that I
went through menopause in the age of 38. But back in those days, I couldn’t say
that | went through menopause. My eyes were filling with tears when this issue
was brought up, I wanted to cry. It affected my psychology. Maybe I’d refuse to
make interview if this happened back then. I don’t feel like that anymore.” (Esra
Karadeniz)?*?

It is important to note that women, who experienced menopaused in their later life
like Melek and Fulden, admitted that they might have been hide about it, if they had
experienced menopause before the age of 35; although, they do not evaluate talking
about their experience of menopause as troubling. From these remarks, | conclude
that the cases of early menopause is even more invisible in the society and more
challenging for women, about which further studies are needed; because in fact it

21 “Dogurganlik bittigi icin. Kadimlarda dyle bir sey olabilir. Psikolojik bir baski hissediyor olabilirler
kendi i¢lerinde. Dolayisiyla da bunu herkese deklare etmek istemeyebilirler.[...] Eger siz benimle olan
bu goriismeyi 10 sene O6nce bana sOylemis olsaydiniz, o zaman ben belki goriismek istemeyebilirdim.
Ama simdi bu isi kafamda bitirip astigim i¢in, ¢iinkii benim olayim ¢ok farkliydi ben ¢ocuk sahibi
olamama derdindeydim. Cok farkli bir durumdu benimkisi. 10 sene dnce konusuyor olsaydik belki
derdim ki evet kabullenemedigim i¢in gizleme geregi duyuyordum derdim ama simdi su anda dyle bir
sey yok. Ciinkii ben artik bunu kabullendim.” (Gaye Calimli)

292 «“Kendi agimdan hayir, hi¢ ¢cekinmiyorum. Rahatlikla da sdyleyebiliyorum ben menopoza girdim
filan diye. Ha o donemde belki sdyleyemeyebiliyordum. Belirli bir donem evet séyleyemedim. Ama
sonrasinda artik rahatlikla ben 38 yaginda menopoza girdim falan diyebiliyorum. Ama o dénem seydi:
menopoza girdim de diyemiyordum, bu konuyla ilgili konusuldugunda da gozlerim doluyordu,
aglamak istiyordum. Psikolojik olarak ¢ok etkilemisti beni. ben de mesela o yeni girdigim zamanlara
dek gelse goriismeyi kabul etmeyebilirdim. Ama mesela su an artik hi¢ dyle hissetmiyorum.” (Esra
Karadeniz)
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cannot be classified as a rare condition at all but rather a totally disguised
phenomenon.

“Do I wanted to say if I were 40 or 35? Maybe [ don’t. [ mean I would think not

to share or talk about. I don’t have a such worry now.” (Melek Zeyrek)??

“I am not saying for my age but saying for women around 40’s. When we are
52, menopause is pretty normal but saying | went through menopause in 38 or
35 is not easy for every woman.” (Fulden Karaca)®*

From the accounts of my respondents, | argue that the invisibility of menopause is
reproduced due to women’s tendency to hide it, which can be considered as a rational
response considering both the abject character of menopause and the social
stigmatization surrounding the meanings of that experience. Here, Roger’s arguments
(1997) are worth reminding, in which he stresses the ways in which the experience of
menopause gains its abject character. According to Rogers (1997) repression,
sublimation and ritualization are the strategies in order to deal with abjection. In
addition, he claims that medicalization is a pollution ritual imposed on the experience
of menopause. In the light of Roger’s accounts, I argue that the tendency of women
to disguise their experience of menopause is also a well-established example of
repression. Furthermore, based on my observations in the field from the mimics,
gestures and actual statements of my respondents, | also argue that the statements of
women, who are even comfortable about sharing their menopausal experiences in
public, are accompanied by an element of joking. | found this tendency quite
interesting to note and interpreted that due to the social stigmatization of middle aged
and menopausal women, embodied experiences related to it are not allowed to be
talked unless a context of risibility is involved. Correspondingly, in the interviews
many women like Zehra, Hale and Nazan implied that they share their experiences in

public as a matter of comedy.

293 «4() yaginda 35 yaginda olsaydi sdylememek ister miydim? Isteyebilirdim. Yani séylemeyeyim

paylasmayayim diye diisiinebilirdim. $imdi dyle bir endisem yok.” (Melek Zeyrek)
29 «“Benim yagimdakiler degil de 40l yaslardaki arkadaslar i¢in diyorum. Biz 52 olunca menopozluk

gayet normal gibi ama 38 yasinda menopoza girdim demek ya da 35 yasinda menopoza girdim demek
her kadin kolay kolay sdylemiyor.” (Fulden Karaca)
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“No, mainly I don’t have any problems, thus, it’s generally in a joking way. Like,
don’t come close to me, I am menopausal etc.” (Zehra Simsek)?®

“Maybe there is someone noticed but didn’t tell me, if they did I’d make fun of
it. I wouldn’t be significantly affected. Sometimes I can even make jokes of it
(menopause) with my male friends.” (Hale Toprak)?%

“No, I really speak it out. (laughs)” (Nazan Bahadir)?®’
In my opinion this tendency of joking about menopause or sharing the experience in
arisible way can be related with Roger’s argument of sublimation, which is addressed
by Rogers as a strategy against abject. It should also be stressed that talking about
menopause in a risible manner not only rules out the problems related with the
oppression and social devaluation of women in middle age; but also, helps to confirm
the stigmas attached to the experience of menopause. Therefore, | argue that it may
not be as innocent as it sounds. Also from Tiilin’s account it is understood that this
tendency has also a strong historical background due to her example of her mother
and elder relatives.

“No, how can I say, there are aunt-in-laws around me who are of the same age

with my mother. They always reacted wittily. Always smiling, joking, they were

saying that we were young girls back then, we were still young.They said ‘we

are menopausal women’, we surely have discomforts, you will also go through

menopause when time comes. They were smiling and slurring over by laughing.

I am same in the office. I say that ’'m menopausal, I may feel distressed time to
time, they would laugh away and say, ‘oh chief have it your way’.” (Tiilin Piir)>*®

2% «yok, benim genelde soyle, pek bir sikinti yasamadigim icin o konuda genelde espri seklinde
oluyor. Hani menopozluyum bana yaklagmayin falan.” (Zehra Simsek)

2% “Fark edip sdylemeyen de olmus olabilir, sdyleseler de girgira vururdum. Cok etkilenmezdim.
Erkek arkadaglarla bile yeri gelir esprisini yaparim.” (Hale Toprak)

27 “Yoo gayet de sdylityorum valla acik acik. (giiliiyor)” (Nazan Bahadir)

298 “y ok, benim etrafimda nasil diyeyim, mesela iste yengemler falan var annemle yasitlar, onlar soyle
der hep esprili sekilde karsiladilar. Hep boyle giilerek, sakalasarak, iste mesela geng kizdik o zamanlar,
Oyle de genciz, ya iste biz menopozlu kadinlariz kizim, bizim sikintilarimiz olacak tabi sizin de
zamaniniz gelince siz de menopozlu olacaksiniz. Hani giilerlerdi onlar, giilerek gegistirirlerdi. Ben de
ayni 0yleyim is yerinde filan. Ben zaten menopozlu biriyim, bana bdyle sikint1 arada geliyor gidiyor
falan yaptigim zaman giiliip gegiyorlardi yani. Ya sef sen kafana gore takil falan diye.” (Tilin Piir)
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Joking about menopause is also highly apparent in the work environment as well that
women utilize in order to share their menopausal experience with their colleagues.
Therefore, it may be also a coping mechanism for some women like Suna in order to
utter their physical discomforts.

“I am generally in the office. We spend most of our life here. We understand

each other in the office. Or we can make jokes to ourselves. When | have hot

flushes, I say turn the AC on, shut this off, I am feeling hot etc. These things can
happen, yes we make each other feel that.” (Suna Elibol)?®°

About the relationship with partner, Deniz underlined that joking about menopause is
unacceptable and considers herself as lucky because her husband never mocks her
related with her physiological changes. From her accounts it may also be inferred that
husbands also embrace a joking behavior, which both trivializes women’s problems
in menopause but ratifies also the position of menopausal women also in marital
relationships.

“I am lucky. My spouse never makes jokes about it, not even a little fun about

menopause. Because this is a natural thing and making fun of this is hurting. He
never makes a comment about these issues | mean.” (Deniz Ozgiir)**®

In this chapter the ways, in which menopause is talked about are focused by
emphasizing the general tendencies of women either hide or joke about their
experience of menopause. | agree with Roger’s in this case that hiding menopause
and joking about menopause may seem as disparate but in fact closely related with
each other; since they are both refer to different strategies in order to deal with the

abject character of menopause, which are repression and sublimation.

So far, the issues related with women’s oppression in middle age and women’s social

and subjective problems related with their experience of menopause is focused. In the

29 “Genellikle is yerindeyim zaten. En ¢ok hayatimiz burada gegiyor. Ofiste zaten birbirimizi
anliyoruz. Ya da birbirimize espri yapabiliyoruz, iste ben gok ates bastig1 zaman klimay1 agin, beni
yine ates bast1 bunu kapatin filan dyle seyler olabiliyor evet hissettiriyoruz birbirimize.” (Suna Elibol)

300 «“Ben gansliyim, benim esim higbir zaman esprisini bile yapmaz aa iste sen menopoza girdin filan
diye esprisi dahi olmaz. Ciinkii dogal bir sey sakaya vurulmasi rencide edici ve o o konularda yorum

yapmaz yani.” (Deniz Ozgiir)
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next section, the outsider/within status of middle aged women will be dealt in detail

by emphasizing the empowering aspects of middle age for women.

7.4. Politicizing the Untold: Empowering Aspects of Middle Age and the
Experience of Menopause for Women

In this section there are two major points of focus. Firstly, women’s reactions and
strategies against the invisibility of menopausal experience are given place. Secondly,
based on women’s accounts how middle age can be revisited as a way leading towards
empowerment by stressing the outsider/within status of women, who are middle aged.
These two major points will be presented in order to the place of middle age women
in feminist politics and to seek strategies for strengthening the engagement of middle
age and the experience of menopause in women’s movement. [ acknowledge that
empowering aspects of middle age may not be necessarily related with menopause.
Nevertheless, | believe that covering the empowering dynamics of middle age is also
necessary, because the experience of menopause often coincides with middle age and
subjectivity of middle aged women is thus valuable considering the fact that middle

age subjectivity is rarely discussed in feminist studies.

My participant group was enlightening in order to cover women, who experienced
menopause in earlier stages of their lives. For this section as well, | find their accounts
quite valuable. To begin with, based on their own experiences, in which they had to
deal with a lot of problems alone, all of my respondents underlined that they are
helping other women around them and try to inform them about menopause as much
as possible. Filiz, for example, implied that she embraced this purpose of making
women familiar about menopause and warning them about the possibility of early

menopause as a personal mission.

“I embraced this as a mission you know, | inform my friends about my
experience and advise them to visit a doctor for tests and controls. Many of my
friends ask me about what they experienced since | already lived all those.” (Filiz
Moyar)®!

301 “Kendimi dyle sey hissediyorum, gevremdeki arkadaslarima 6yle benim basimdan gegti bak 6nden
bunu anlamak i¢in sunlar1 yap, bak soyle de bir test var, s0yle bir doktor var mutlaka git baksin kontrol
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Filiz’s statement also critical; because she also stated that other women acknowledge
her as a source of knowledge as well against the dominant medical discourse. Esra on
the other hand, who confessed that she blamed her mother about her mother’s
reluctance about sharing her own early menopause, made similar remarks with Filiz

by declaring that she also tries to inform women around her as much as possible.

“Afterwards, I informed many people who are close to menopause. I always
tried to support them with my experiences. For instance, | believe my daughter
will be more informed on this issue. I was uninformed when | encountered this.
I met with menopause rather ‘unconsciously’. I learnt my from mother that she
had same experiences like me and she also had went through menopause early,
after | alredy went through menopause. We talked and | complained about why
she hadn’t told me before. I even blamed her. I blamed her for not telling me
that. She said, how she could know that I’d go through menopause early too.
Then she explained what she had gone through. She just had sweating problem
but not extreme anger problems. This is what passing the experience among
generations is. | will do more and as | said, since these are my experiences |
know what can | do. She (her daughter) can make her eggs frozen before
menopause, if it is sustained a generational transfer from her mother.” (Esra
Karadeniz)°?

Upon her statement about Esra’s relationship with her mother about menopause, |
asked her if she is sharing her experiences with her daughter. She responded that she
considers the option of egg freezing for her daughter as well, in case she can also
experience menopause earlier. In her remark, she highlighted the generational transfer
of knowledge many times; because she thinks that things may be different for her, if

her mother told Esra about menopause. In addition, I argue that attitudes like Esra’s

etsin diye yonlendiriyorum. Hatta ¢ogu arkadas bana soruyorlar, senin bagindan gecti bende sdyle bir
sey var ne yapayim falan diye soruyorlar.” (Filiz Moyar)

302 «“Sonrasinda menopoza yakin yaslardaki insanlari ¢ok bilgilendirdim. Ben yasadim, sen benim
yasadigimi yasama seklinde hep destek olmaya calistim etrafimdakilere. Mesela benim kizimin bu
konuda daha bilingli olacaginmi diisiiniiyorum. Ben kendi agimdan bilingsiz bir sekilde karsilagtim.
Annemin yasadiklarimi iste ben yasadiktan sonra 6grendigimde onun da aynm sekilde erken menopoza
girdigini 6grendim. Konustuk niye daha dncesinde sdylemedin diye agikg¢asi biraz veryansin da ettim.
Bahsetseydin keske dedim. Hatta sugladim. Niye anlatmadi diye su¢ladim. Nereden bilebilirdim dedi
senin dedi bu sekilde olabilecegini. Ondan sonra yasadiklarint anlatti. O da aym sekilde iste asir1 bir
sekilde sinir olay1 filan olmamis. Onda da sadece terleme olay1 olmus. Iste bir sonraki nesle aktarma
olay1 bu aslinda. Ben mesela daha fazla yapacagim ve dedigim gibi bu yasanmisliklar oldugu icin
benim onun igin yapabilecegim seyleri biliyorum, menopoza girmis olabilir ama yumurtalarini
dondurmay1 becerebilir dnceden annesinden bdyle bir aktarim olursa.” (Esra Karadeniz)
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also help alleviating the invisibility of menopause and weakening the abjection of

menopause.

“I share, surely I told her. I entered early but I am planning these for you, for
example freezing eggs when you reach a certain age. A woman wants to give
birth no matter what. When she wants to give birth, she needs to be informed.
She needs to know procedures like egg freezing. If these were told to me before,
I could take measures for them. But it wasn’t explained to me. Communication
between mother and daughter and passing information through generations are
crucial. There is nothing to hesitate about this. This will happen to every woman.
Passing down to next generation would make them informed. They would know
what would happen to them. At least they will have an idea about what
precautions to take.” (Esra Karadeniz)®®

Some of my respondents especially emphasized about enhancing the visibility of
menopause by talking about it more freely and frequently, which results in
transforming the meaning of menopause from a shameful and ‘funny’ experience.
Both Tiilin and Zuhal agreed on that by arguing that the more it is talked, the more
loosens the social stigmatization attached to the experience of menopause.
Additionally, | argue that talking about menopause produces its knowledge from
within, which may eventually help to form an organic epistemology.
“Sure, these are kept secret. People will talk easily about this as it become
popular with culture and speaking. I can talk everywhere, it is not a shame. If, |
hesitate and don’t speak, people will think that it’s a shameful thing. What if, I
speak openly, what would they think then? If she doesn’t hesitate, it’s not

something to be ashamed of. You create this sense of shame. So, if you don’t
speak people will think that it is someting to be ashamed of.” (Tiilin Piir)**

303 “Paylagiyorum tabii sdyledim. Bak ben boyle erken girdim ama sen belirli bir yasa geldiginde ben
senin i¢in bunlar diisiiniiyorum yumurta saklattirma olayr mesela. Eninde sonunda bir kadin olarak
dogurmak isteyecektir, mutlaka isteyecektir. Dogurmak istediginde bu firsat1 kagcirmamak i¢in elinde
bilgi olmasi gerekiyor iste yumurta dondurma vs. gibi yontemleri bilmesi gerekiyor. Bana bunlar
anlatilsayd1r zamaninda belki ben de bunun onlemini alacaktim. Belki boyle bir seyin varligindan
haberdar olabilecektim. Ama anlatilmadi. Anne-kiz iletisiminin, yasananlarin bir sonraki nesle
aktarilmasi ¢ok O6nemli. Bu konuda hi¢ ¢ekinecek sikilacak bir sey yok. Biitiin kadinlarin basina
gelecek olan bir sey. Bir sonraki nesle aktarmak ve o sonraki nesil durumu nasil idame ettirir
bilmiyorum ama en azindan, bilingli bir sekilde idame ettirir. Basina gelecekleri bilir. Yani, yagsanacak
olan siireci en azindan aa ben simdi ne yapacagim diye karsilamaz ona gore bir an dnce 6nlemini alir
diye diigiiniiyorum.” (Esra Karadeniz)

304 “Tabi, bunlar saklantyor yani. Iste hep kiiltiirle, konusmayla, ne kadar yayginlasirsa o kadar daha

insanlar rahat konusacak. Ben her ortamda konusurum valla, ayip bir sey degil ki. Ben ¢ekinirsem

¢linkii konugsmazsam o zaman sanki ¢ok ay1p bir seymis gibi algilanir. Ben ¢ok rahat konusursam bunu

o zaman ne diistinecekler? Cekinmedigine goére o zaman ¢ok da utanilacak bir durum degil yani. Hani
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“The more talked, the better it is. I don’t want to be judgemental but instead of
those useless wedding programs on TV, women should think what they
experience is a normal process for either housewife or working woman, this
would be better for all of us.” (Zuhal Isik)3%®

By addressing the exclusion of menopausal women from the category of ‘woman’
due to the social meanings attached to feminine ethos, the outsider/within status of
menopausal women is underlined many times within different contexts throughout
the study. However, at this point | also want to emphasize the outsider/within status
of middle aged women within feminist movement. Based on my fieldwork data, |
argue that middle aged women are actually tend to be more aware about women’s
oppression and gender inequality in society; although, they do not define themselves
as feminists or do not make their political decisions accordingly. In my opinion two
aspects are closely related with this argument. Firstly, through divorce or life
experiences like that, they implied that they had faced many inequalities, which have
changed their perspective, in terms of gender relations. Secondly, when they arrive
midlife, due to the familial and professional achievements not only their self-
confidence have increased; but also they have become more able managing to
cultivate other identities except from being feminine. Suna’s statement is quite self-
explanatory about this issue, in which she compares her subjectivity with her
mother’s. In addition, when I asked Hale to define the positive aspects of midlife she
made parallel remarks with Suna.

“We are very similar in terms of that. My mother is a bit introvert and emotional.

Maybe that’s why it was more effective. She was not working, she was

housewife. She was more dependent on her hushand and she was thinking that
her husband didn’t understand her. I don’t have this as a necessicity, [ don’t need

bu utanma algisini siz yaratryorsunuz. Yani sen konusmazsan insanlar utanilacak bir sey oldugunu
algiliyorlar.” (Tiilin Piir)

305 “Ne kadar konusulursa o kadar iyi. Yani o sagma simdi yargilamak i¢in sdylemiyorum ama o evlilik
programlar1 ya da baska i¢i bos programlar yerine bu yasadigi seyin normal oldugunu ev kadini da
olabilir, ¢alisan kadin da olabilir, normal olarak yasanilan bir siire¢ oldugu kabullenilirse herhalde
hepimiz a¢isindan daha iyi olur.” (Zuhal Isik)
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people to undestand me. So we are a little different on this matter.” (Suna
Elibol)3®

“More mature, more female, more confident, more free.” (Hale Toprak)3®’
Deniz and Melek also focused more on the positive aspects of being middle aged.
Whereas, Deniz implied that her self-confidence has increased through aging and due
to her achievements, Melek stressed that she is now able to act more like herself
without considering what possible repercussions her femininity might reflect to her

personal relationships.

“In fact, I earned more respect with increasing age. I earned more value. Because
anyhow you prove yourself. In your career too. You take on responsibilty of a
family. T think I accomplished something. Okay, I don’t have extremely
successful career but I am maintaining a family. | feel more confident. This
affects your social relations and you earn respect. You aren’t as worried as you
were young about what people would tell about you. Maybe society’s
expectations from you declines with age, that may cause a relaxation.” (Deniz
Ozgiir)®®

“I think it is a good thing. I personally, not that kind of a person. But, some
people are like that, they behave in accordance with the present environment.
Together with increased age and with that experience, men also accepts her as
she is, due to her life experience. What happens then, she starts acting normally
like in her natural state. This is why it is socially a positive thing. More natural,
in a way that it is supposed to be.” (Melek Zeyrek)3%°

306 <O anlamda birbirimize ¢ok benziyoruz. O (her mother) birazcik daha ice kapamk daha duygusal
yasayan bir insan, ondan belki daha ¢ok etkili olmustur. Calismiyordu, ev hanimiydi. Daha ¢ok kocaya
bagimli, daha iste beni anlamiyor havasindaydi, benim Oyle bir ihtiyacim yok. Kimsenin anlayip
anlamamasina. Yani birazcik daha farkliyiz o anlamda.” (Suna Elibol)

307 “Daha olgun, daha kadin, daha kendine giivenli, daha 6zgiir.” (Hale Toprak)
38 «“Ben aslina bakarsan daha sayginlik kazandim yasla beraber. Daha deger kazandigimi
distintiyorum. Ciinkii bir sekilde kendini ispatlamis oluyorsun bir kere. Mesleginde de dyle. Sonugta
bir ailenin sorumlulugunu aliyorsun, yiiriitiiyorsun. Bir seyleri de basardigimi diisiiniiyorum. Tamam
illa boyle agir1 yiiksek bir kariyerin olmayabilir vs. ama sonugta bir aile gegindiriyorsun. Ben kendimi
daha 6zgiivenli hissediyorum bir kere, bu benim sosyal iligkilerime de yansiyor, saygmlik getiriyor
size. Genglik yillarindaki kadar tedirgin olmuyorsun insanlar hakkimda ne derler diye. Belki toplumun
beklentisi de azaliyor yasla birlikte bu da bir rahatlik yaratmis olabilir.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

309 “Bence iyi bir sey. Soyle iyi bir sey, yani ben karakter olarak pek dyle degilim ama, bazi insanlar
daha &yledir. Daha oldugu yere gore davranir. Bu yasla beraber o tecriibeyle, erkegin de boyle daha
onu tecriibeyle veya ortamda kabul ettiginde ne oluyor normal davranmaya basliyor, kendisi oldugu
gibi davranmaya basliyor. Onun i¢in toplum olarak iyi bir sey bence. Daha dogal, olmas1 gereken.”
(Melek Zeyrek)

263



It would be wrong to directly assume that women, who experienced menopause live
in misery for the rest of their lives. On the contrary, regardless of menopausal age, all
my respondents declared that despite physiological and emotional challenges
compelling them especially at the beginning of menopausal experience, they are now
highly satisfied from their lives as it is. Filiz for example, her self-valuation has
brought her to a much happier state as she was ten years before.

“Since my life has changed, I assume it’s because right person is with me.

Despite all these health and menopause issues. It depends on the effort that she

put herself and the value that she gives herself. | think that. It depends on person.

It depends on lifestyle. That’s how I think about it. Thank God now | am happier
than I was 10 years age.” (Filiz Moyar)®1°

The word maturity also mentioned many times during interviews by women, which
came up as one of the positive aspects of middle age. Even Piraye, whose experience
of menopause was devastating for her, implied that she is more content about herself

in terms of maturity.

“In the past, ambitions and desires were greater. | wanted the more and better.
Now it’s like what I have is enough, nothing more is necessary. This is valid for
everything, for social relations for moral and material issues. It’s like ‘okay, this
is it’.” (Piraye Yiiksek)®!!

It is also an obvious result that alleviating the risk of pregnancy can also be considered
as a huge relief for women in terms of menopause. Several of my participants declared
their relief that they do not have to use contraceptives anymore. Correspondingly,
finitude of menstruation was mentioned in a relieving way in terms of bleeding and

discomforts related with pre-menstrual syndrome.

310 «“yasamim degistiginden, dogru insanin yanimda olmasindan kaynaklandigim diisiiniiyorum. Biitiin
bu saglik, menopoz konusuna ragmen. Bu da kisinin kendisiyle ilgili, kendisine verdigi emekle ilgili
ya da kendisine verdigi degerle ilgili bir sey. Ben dyle diisliniiyorum.. Kisiye bagli, yasam sekline
bagli. Suan ¢ok siikiir 10 sene dncesine gore daha mutluyum.” (Filiz Moyar)

811 «Simdi eskiden daha hirslar filan istekler daha biiyiiktii. Daha ¢ok oldun, daha iyi olsun, su da olsun,
bu da olsun diye diisiiniirdiim. Simdi e tamam iste oldugu kadar yeter daha da fazlasina gerek yok gibi.
Bu her seyde boyle, insan iliskilerinde de maddi manevi tiim degerlerde de yani ‘tamam okey buraya
kadar’ gibi bir sey oldu evet.” (Piraye Yiiksek)
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“You can do it freely since there will be no pregnancy. There is also such a
liberating side.” (Deniz Ozgiir)*'?

“It was like relief for me. You are more relaxed I mean. There is no chance to
get pregnant. You don’t deal with periods every month. It’s like relief if you
don’t suffer from physical effects. Maybe I would think differently if I was under
other physiological discomforts.” (Hande Kirmz1)®1

“Frankly, first of all there is no risk of pregnancy. You live more freely and
enjoyable. Yes, it is a organic thing. There is also a good thing about is, | was
feeling terrible pain and hospitalized every month due to pms. These are gone
now, | feel much relaxed. Maybe we are keen to do things. For example, I got 5
tattoos after 40, | got a piercing on my belly. It maybe called youth ambition, |
don’t know. This might be panic of it. Or we are trying to do what we wanted
and couldn’t do.” (Zehra Simsek)®!*

Zehra’s point was crucial, in which she asserts that she is doing now what she could
not dare before like tattoos. Esra’s and Suna’s remarks were also similar with Zehra’s
point. Yet, they mostly emphasized the element of ‘time’ in their statements. While
Esra declared that due to the decrease of household duties she has now more time to
spare for herself; Suna on the other hand declared that she feels herself more
productive; because her experience of menopause has reminded her that time is both

limited and precious. .

“I want to save time for doing something about myself. Now I have time for
this.” (Esra Karadeniz)®®

“No, there is no connection between menopause or old age and enjoyment of
life. It might only triggered me for doing things that I couldn’t do. Taking more

812 «“Rahat bir sekilde yapabiliyorsun artik ne de olsa ¢ocugum olmuyor diye diisiiniiyorsun. Béyle bir
ozgiirlestirici tarafi da var.” (Deniz Ozgiir)

313 “Bana rahatlama gibi geldi bu. Daha rahatsin yani. Hamile kalma ihtimalin yok. Iste her ay regliyle
ugrasmiyorsun. Eger fiziksel bir sey yasamiyorsan rahatlama gibi. Ben menopozun 6biir etkilerini
yastyor olsam belki farkli diisiiniirdiim.” (Hande Kirmizi)

314 “Samimisini sdyleyeyim, en basta hamilelik riskimiz yok, daha ozgiir yasiyoruz, daha keyifli
yastyoruz. Evet yapisal bir sey. Sadece soyle bir giizelligi oldu, artisi oldu ben her ay korkung agri
¢ekerdim, hastanelik olurdum. Onlar bitti cok rahatladim su anda. Yani soyle, belki hani bazi seylere
daha ¢ok saldirmaya bagliyoruz. Mesela ben 40 yasimdan sonra 5 tane dévme yaptirdim. Gobegime
piercing yaptirdim, en son sunu deldirdim. Daha bir genglik hevesi mi geliyor bilmiyorum. Belki bu
onun panigi olabilir. Ya da hani yapamadigimiz seyi heves edip yapamadiklarimizi yapmaya
calistyoruz su anda.” (Zehra Simsek)

315 «“Kendimle ilgili bir seyler yapmak i¢in artik zaman ayirmak istiyorum. Artik buna zamanim var.”
(Esra Karadeniz)
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care to myself. By means of those, yes, menopause encouraged me positively.
Actually this period is very efficient for productivity, it needs to be benefited.”
(Suna Elibol)3®

From the point of view of Esra and Suna, it may be asserted that they achieved some
kind of liberation that is often asserted by radical feminists. To be more precise,
Fulden’s and Zuhal’s point were also highly crucial to note; because they especially
underlined that now household duties limit them much less compared to the time,
where their children are smaller and in need of mother’s care.

“I can travel more. I used to spend time doing houseworks, now I don’t care

about it. So, I am taking more time to myself.” (Fulden Karaca)3’

“Now there is time for my hobbies and fun. There is also such thing, we gain
experience on planning of life like every person does. You plan home, work,
children. Naturally, time that I can spare for myself was reduced. So I’ve been
doing ceramics for just two years. It gives so much happiness. Because I’ve
never spent time for myself due to my job for years. I’ve just realized this. I’ve
never gone to the cinema for years, I’ve never shared a moment with my spouse.
Since our families don’t live here, we didn’t have anybody for babysitting. |
realized these just now. I did not realize that I couldn’t spare time for myself
then. Only very recently, I realized.” (Zuhal Isik)3®

Since becoming a mother is attributed to women as a must and a sacred duty to
accomplish, Filiz for example declared that she began evaluating her childlessness
due to her early menopause as a positive thing through time; because she has more
time for herself and feel more relaxed and free from the challenges of raising a child

316 «Y0, higbir baglantis1 yok menopozun ya da ileri yasin yasam zevkime. Sadece beni biraz daha
tetiklemis olabilir, birtakim seyleri, yapmadigim seyleri yapayim. Kendimle birazcik daha ilgileneyim.
O anlamda aslinda evet beni birazcik tegvik etti menopoz olumlu ydnde. Aslinda bu dénem iiretken
kilinmasi agisindan olduk¢a verimli insan hayatinda, degerlendirmek gerekiyor.” (Suna Elibol)

817 “Daha ¢ok gezebiliyorum. Eskiden ev islerine takilirdim simdi umurumda degil. Yani kendimle
daha ¢ok ilgilenmeye basladim.” (Fulden Karaca)

318 «Simdi zamamn oluyor iste kendine zevklerine zaman ayirmaya hobiler kazanmaya. Ciinkii sey
sOyle de bir sey var. Yani, bir de tabii hayat1 planlama, biz de her seyde tecriibe kazantyoruz her insanin
her seyde yaptig1 gibi. Evi planliyorsun, isi planliyorsun, cocugu planliyorsun. Dogal olarak kendine
ayirdigin zaman azaliyor. Ben de ¢ini yapmaya basladim mesela, iki senedir sadece. Oyle bir mutluluk
veriyor ki ¢linkii daha 6nce hig, belki meslegin verdigi bir seyle gercekten kendime yillarca hi¢ zaman
ayrramamigim. Bunu simdi fark ediyorum. Sinemaya mesela bakiyorsun yillardir gitmemisim, esimle
bir an paylagmamigim. Zaten ¢ocuk biiyiiyene kadar, bizim belki tabii ailelelerimiz burada yagamadigi
i¢in, ¢ocugu birakacak kimsemiz yoktu. Daha ¢ok ¢ocukla zaten birlikte de zaman gegirecek bir ortam
olmadig1 i¢in hem c¢ocukla hem esinle zaman geciriyorsun. Onlarin hepsi belki de su anda fark
ediyorum. O zaman zaman ayirmadigimi fark etmiyorsun zaten. Yeni yeni.” (Zuhal Isik)
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in the contemporary context of Turkey by referring to both financial and political

problems.

“If we look on bright side of this, I am not sure if this is bright but, | made
positive side for me. I don’t have child, [ am free, I take a lot of time for myself.”
(Filiz Moyar)3*

During our talks with women, the emphasis of self- confidence becomes prominent
from many respects. Firstly, many women declared that they feel themselves more
relaxed about bodily concerns compared to the times when they experience puberty
despite the ‘horror’ constituted around aging and decay.
“I am doing sports, also there are lots of people around me who are interested in
sports. | have social environment whose members prioratize simplicity and
naturalness. Besides, I don’t care if anyone criticises my physical appearence.

Because this is my point of view: After a certain age, external things can’t
manipulate you.” (Melis Kiz11)3%

“I was feeling more beautiful and well before. But this doesn’t bring me
dramatical spiritual burden. You don’t obsessed like you did in your
adolescence.” (Nehir Erdem)32

Supporting Melis and Nehir, Fulden also made similar claims about the relation of
bodily concerns and midlife by stressing that she feels herself more confident in these
ages to wear a bikini; although she is also more distant now from the standard image
of ‘beach body’ than she was before. Fulden’s example reminded me Giizin’s
questions; thus I wanted to give place for her remarks once again. It may be inferred
that they position themselves against objectification of female body; yet in feminist

thinking their framework is rather disguised.

“Nothing is important once you trust yourself. | learnt that actually. When | was
young, for example, for 45 years | was worrying about my big butt and thick

319 “[sin olumlu taraflarma bakarsak yani bu olumlu mu bilmiyorum ama kendime gére bir olumluluk
tarafi yaratttm. Cocugum yok ki rahatim, kafam rahat, kendime zaman ¢ok ayiriyorum.” (Filiz Moyar)

320 “Ben spor yapiyorum, etrafimda da sporla ilgilenen bir siirii insan var. Daha sade ve dogalligim
onde oldugu bir ortamim var. Ayrica fiziksel olarak beni elestiren varsa da aldirmiyorum agikgast.
Ciinkii bu da benim goriigsiim, artik digaridan gelen seyler belli bir yastan sonra sizi manipiile
edemiyor.” (Melis Kizil)

321 “Oncesinde daha iyi ve daha giizel hissediyordum tabii. Ama bunun bana inanilmaz getirdigi bir
ruhsal agirlik yok. Ergenlik donemlerinde takildigin kadar takilmiyorsun.” (Nehir Erdem)

267



legs until my menopause. If somebody told me that my butt is big back than, |
would go through crisis. Now | say, yes it is big, so what. I really don’t care at
all. I didn’t wear bikini before, now I swim with bikini. So what? I pay no
attention to these even if my butt is big and legs are thick. I realized now that if
you are well and you stand firm, nothing else matters. | guess this is my current
mood.” (Fulden Karaca)®??

“If I get my body done, will I look much more beautiful to others? Why am I
supposed to look beautiful? Should I look beautiful?” (Giizin Celik)®?

Based on my observations | discovered that some of my respondents, who especially
experienced divorce, developed kind of a shield against men and deliberately try to
reestablish themselves by getting rid of their dependence on men. Fulden and Zehra
described this effort as a discovery of self-value, which corresponds to their middle
age years. Their remarks are also important by addressing the aspect of self-
confidence as well in midlife.

“Now, it’s impossible, let alone my husband, I can’t endure anyone now. That’s

why | told you, | got more selfish. What | mean by selfish is to realize my self-

worth. I wish | could have divorced when | was 37-40 years old, that’s my

opinion now. Perhaps, it would have been difficult with kids, but I would manage
it somehow. I feel myself more smart actually.” (Fulden Karaca)®?*

“I used to let others to oppress me. But [ am not like that anymore. For example
back then, we were trailing behind men pretending that they are our lives. Now
I don’t care. Even my current spouse says, you are doing what you want to me
as you didn’t say anything to your old husband.” (Zehra Simsek)3%°

322 «“Tabi kendine giivendin mi gerisinin higbir dnemi yok. Aslinda ben onu &grendim. Genglikte mesela
¢ok oncelerden popom biiyiik iste bacaklarim kalin, iste inan menopoz yasima kadar iste 45 yildir asagi
yukart hep bu muhabbetlerim vardi. Simdi bana birisi atiyorum, senin kalgan biiyiik, kicin biiyiik dese
onceden krizlere girerdim. Simdi aman biiyiikse biiyiik diyorum. Hi¢ umurumda degil. Eskiden
bikiniyle denize girmezdim, simdi bikiniyle denize giriyorum. Aman ne olacak. O kadar seyim var
yani demek istedigim. Onemsemiyorum artik, valla simdi umurumda degil. Popom da biiyiik olsa,
bacagim da kalin olsa. Simdi sunu fark ettim, sen iyiysen ve yere saglam basiyorsan gerisinin higbir
onemi yok. Benim su anki seyim de o biraz modum bu galiba.” (Fulden Karaca)

323 “Hani ben buralarimu yaptirdigimda karsimdakine ¢cok daha mu giizel gériinecegim? Niye giizel
goriinmek zorundayim? Giizel goriinmek zorunda miyim?” (Giizin Celik)

324 “yok canim, simdi olsa miimkiin degil, birak kocami hi¢ kimseyi ¢ekecek psikolojim yok. Onun
icin diyorum sana bencillestim. Bencillestim derken, kendimin degerli oldugunun farkina variyorum.
Onun i¢in sey yapmazdim yani ben 37-40 yasindayken bosanmay1 becerebilmeliymisim benim fikrim.
Belki ¢ocuklarla yasamak zor olurdu ama gene de yapardim. Daha akilli hissediyorum yani genel
olarak kendimi aslinda.” (Fulden Karaca)

325 «Eskiden kendimi ¢ok ezdirirdim. Simdi ezdirmiyorum artik yani. Hatta simdiki esim diyor, eski

esine hi¢ ¢enen agilmamis simdi bana yapiyorsun yapacagini. Simdi sey mesela o zaman bdyle bir

erkegin pesine takilip hayatimiz oymus gibi davrantyorduk. Simdi isine gelirse diyorum. Tabi tabi isine
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Fulden also noted that she has completely changed her frame of reference in terms of
romantic relationships due to her experiences that she acquired from her failed
marriage. By looking retrospectively, she realized that her role in her former marriage
was like a servant to her husband and she also feels herself glad that this order did not
sustain. It is also crucial to note that Fulden might not have been aware of women’s
oppression if her marriage had maintained or when she was younger.

“Nowadays | am being told that, Fulden you are young, energetic, there are

people who wants you, you can get married etc. | say, that man should heal my

spirit first. In addition, I don’t trust anyone. I won’t marry with a man who will

cause financial burden to me, who will twaddle or to whom I will serve. In fact,

I don’t want to marry. Because during my 20 years of marriage, only I served to

them, no body served me for 20 years. Who needs it. | would hire a caretaker if

Ineed. Maybe I won’t live that long. Therefore, I don’t bother myself about this.
I don’t want to marry.” (Fulden Karaca)®?

Another example can be given from Zuhal’s and Melek’s remarks, in which they
explain that they prefer their ages of midlife compared to their younger self; because
they feel much more competent right now and more aware about their self- value by
again stressing the significance of self-confidence.

“T am calmer because aging provides experience and self-confidence. Moreover,

making more deliberate choices about what [ want and [ dont’t want makes me
happy.” (Zuhal Isik)**’

“I feel more confident. Self-confidence is constantly rising. Why? Because you
have both experienced in life and profession. That increases self-confidence.
Because of increased self-confidence, women can swear more openly. So what?
How old enough to express my reactions as they are. But when you are 30, you

gelirse diyorum igine gelirse durusun isine gelmezse giile giile. Bu kadar daha kendimize giivenliyiz
yani.” (Zehra Simsek)

326 «“Simdi bana diyorlar ki, Fulden, sen gengsin, enerjiksin seni isteyen olur, evlenirsin bilmem ne.
Ben diyorum, bir kere 6ncelikle ruhumu diizeltecek bir adam, bir kere ben hig kimseye giivenmiyorum
diyorum. Ruhuma iyi gelmeli, ama bana maddi yiik getirecekse, bana bidi bidi yapacaksa ya da ona da
hizmet edeceksem ben Oyle bir insanla falan evlenemem. Evlenmek de istemiyorum g¢iinkii 20 yillik
evlilik hayatimda sunu gordiim, aslinda hani diyorlar ya bir ¢orba getirenin olsun, 20 yil boyunca hep
ben ¢orba getirdim, onlarin ¢orba getirdigi yok ki. Ne gerek var, bundan sonra da yani en fazla bakici
olur bana. Belki de o kadar sey yapmam, yasamam bile. Onun i¢in ¢ok kendimi o konuda hi¢
stkmiyorum. Evlenmek de istemiyorum.” (Fulden Karaca)

327 “Tecriibe ve 6zgiiven kazandirdig1 igin daha dingin, mutlulugu daha ¢ok tercih edebilecek konumda
ya da neyi istedigini neyi tercih ettigini daha bilingli olarak hareket etmek bilmiyorum beni daha mutlu
ediyor.” (Zuhal Isik)
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can’t say what you feel exactly, even if you want. Because it is inappropriate etc.
But now, self-confidence is higher because of high professional experience.
Increase of income provides comfort. Because of this, | would prefer to stay this
age, not 25 or 30. | want stay on this age and with my current experiences. If |
am offered to turn back to the age 25 without these experinces of mine, |
wouldn’t accept.” (Melek Zeyrek)3?®

As emphasized by the statements of Fulden, Zuhal, Zehra and Melek, | clearly
observed a feminist awareness in my respondents, yet they are rarely discussed in
feminist politics or their opinions are rarely given place in feminist studies; although,
| acknowledge that these cannot be solely related with the experience of menopause.
In my opinion, this position of middle age women carries them to an outsider/within
status within women’s movement as well, which results in their experiences are
ignored. | claim that, just as emphasized above about the importance of generational
transfer of knowledge, in feminist studies as well, opinions of older women tend to
be trivialized, which not only marginalize the oppression od middle-aged women’s
experiences of oppression; but also debar feminism from an important source of

knowledge.

328 «“Daha ¢ok kendime giiveniyorum. Ozgiiven duygusu gittikge yiikseliyor. Neden? tecriibe etmissin
hayat1 ¢iinkii hem mesleki hem is olarak, hem hayat olarak. O 6zgilivenin artiyor. O 6zgilivenin artti81
icin, dedim ya kadin daha rahat kiifredebiliyor. Ne olacak ki, ka¢ yasindayim zaten tepkimi
gosterecegim. Ama 30 yasindayken o an icinden gelse de, hissetsen de sdyleyemezsin, yakismaz,
uygun degildir falan. Burada hani 6zgiiven artiyor, mesleki olarak tecriiben arttig1 i¢in dzgiivenin
arttyor. Hayat kosullarina karsi artryor. Maddi gelirin yiikseldigi i¢in o bir rahatlik tasiyor. Ben o
yiizden, hep bu yasta kalmayi tercih ederim. 30 veya 25 yasinda degil. Bu yasta kalayim, bu tecriibeleri
tastyayim. Bu tecriibeleri kaybedip tekrar 25 yasina getirelim seni derlerse ben kabul etmem.” (Melek
Zeyrek)
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CHAPTER 8

CONCLUSION

This last chapter is dedicated to underline concluding remarks of the thesis in order
to build up the main findings of the research and to attach them to the broader
discussions in social theory and feminist movement. Parallel with this purpose, the
fieldwork analysis will be summarized by highlighting the most crucial and authentic
indications of the study obtained from women’s accounts, I aimed that the reader will
be able to find links between intersectionalities introduced throughout the study by
italics, and their possible contributions to feminist thought. To finalize,
methodological limitations of the study will be described in detail along with
contributions to the literature; while, departing from these limitations suggestions for
further researches will be offered for progressing studies about women’s experiences

of menopause.

As mentioned, | conducted in-depth interviews with 20 participants interrelating with
experience of menopausal transition, without asserting any predetermined criterion of
age interval, which paved the way experiencing menopause ‘early’ came to the
forefront from many respects. My study has revealed that the ones, whose menopausal
transition has begun roughly before age 35, tend to experience menopause more in
abjection due to the social resonances of feminine ethos on women’s ‘functionality’.
It may result in women during menopausal transition social pressure and
stigmatization. Additionally, the experience of menopause has remained as an

invisible experience due to heteronormative culture.

Another reason behind invisibility of menopause is related with the fact that
menopause is a woman’s experience. Women’s embodiment has long been an
‘othered’ category, whose details are explained in chapter 2. Hence, knowledge on
menopause hegemonic can be evaluated as hegemonic. Additionally, neoliberalist

political economy transforms health related issues as a matter of personal
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responsibility, which increased the power of medical interest groups; so that,

women’s perception on their own menopausal experience can be influenced by.

Moreover, menopause as an embodied experience is severely under medical
domination in Turkey, considering the ideal of ‘bilin¢li’ and ‘modern’ women. That’s
why, similar with the case studies conducted in European and North American

contexts, HRT represents a huge financial profit in Turkish context as well.

Although, dealing body and sex in feminism undeniably stand on a fine line;
avoidance towards discussing women’s embodiment in feminist theory like in the
experience of menopause may not be the right way to form knowledge from within;
therefore, multidisciplinary feminist studies are required. Not only doctors, but nurses
should be considered in raising awareness for feminist perspectives within medical
community. Within that purpose, the voluntary contributions of academics in women
and gender studies would not undeniably helpful, but also would clearly be a political

act through constructing an organic epistemology.

Through this study, | tried to touch upon the link between feminist knowledge and
women’s movement by summoning aspects related with women’s healing practice,
which has a long history before the domination of Western culture. Within that
perspective, | believe | could manage to open a feminist front against both

medicalization and ridiculization of menopausal experience.

The experience of menopause in various social settings are investigated throughout
the study. In accordance with this aim, it is concluded that middle aged and
menopausal women in media is either non-existed or depicted in a stereotype of
menopausal woman, who is hot-tempered and constantly suffering from imbalances
in her body temperature. Majority of women participants agreed that their menopausal
experience is vastly incompatible with this mainstream image. Furthermore, it may
also be asserted that the social devaluation of women with the process of aging
consolidates with social stigmatization of menopause especially through media
images. Above all, it is also discovered that the social stigma attached to middle aged

women manifests itself in the workplace as well by the utilization of the word
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‘menopausal’ as an insult to offend women. According to the patterns related with the
social stigmatization of menopause, it is observed that considerable amount of women
have witnessed above mentioned stereotyping in the workplace either by observing a
colleague to be insulted like that or by being themselves as the subject of
stigmatization. Throughout the study, the invisibility of middle aged women in
feminist studies and in society is criticized. Considering the stigmatization and
stereotyping of menopausal women in media and workplace, women’s preference to
remain invisible by hiding the physiological and emotional aspects of menopause can
be easily apprehended. By the same token, it is also interesting to note that the
mainstream method to share the experience of menopause embraced by the majority
of women appears as joking about it, which is interrelated with social stigmatization

as well despite seeming innocent and entertaining.

Before moving on the relationship between the experience of menopause and the
perception of femininity, it should be implied that the menopausal experience of
women may roughly be diversified into two: The ones experiencing menopause with
minor subjective changes and the others experiencing menopause with major
subjective transitions. Especially for the latter group of women, the cultural meanings
of menopause can be challenging for their identity and perception of self, due to the
cultural construction of femininity, which includes the capacity of reproduction,
sexual attractiveness, youth and beauty, operationalized as feminine ethos throughout
the study. For these women the experience of menopause is accompanied by the
feelings of loss, failure, shame, and uselessness, which can be a source of depression
and anxiety towards aging and, more importantly, it can deteriorate the foundations
of self-worth and value; instead of embracing the positive and empowering aspects of
it. To illustrate, the sacred myth of motherhood is so strong in the society that even
women, who did not plan having more children, became upset about the idea of
finitude of reproductive capacities; instead of celebrating menopause as the most
effortless method of birth control. Additionally, it is widely observed that the
generation of my participants does not have a critical standpoint to the idea of
sexuality favoring male pleasure. Correspondingly, not all but considerable amount
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of women participated in the study complained about their sexual life simply because
they remain incapable of arranging their sexual life based on their own needs and
demands. Additional to the challenges in sexual life, some women declared their
anxiety over harming the marital union due to their reluctant behavior towards sexual
activity. Another component of feminine ethos, which are youth and beauty, appears
also as a source of emotional stress for some women; because acknowledging
physiological decay may be more challenging especially for women, who were used
to be admired as ‘beautiful’. At this point, majority of women agreed that they are
devoting their time and money for cosmetic products and procedures in order to
maintain their youth. This issue is again related with the social devaluation of aged
women. However, it should be underlined that not all women experience these above
mentioned aspects in the same level. Professionality, class and job position, which
indicates distinguished levels of social and financial capital for women, directly
interrelates with the experience of menopause and dealing with cultural devaluation
of'age. To be more precise, the results of the study addressed that the more is women’s
professional achievements, the less compelling the negative aspects of menopause

tend to appear.

The results of the study shows parallelisms with Giddens’s and Bourdieu’s claims
that body has become a personal project. In that sense, the issues of health and
wellness put into words very frequently in terms of women’s reservations about the
relationship between losing their health and their experience of menopause. Although,
many women declared that they are advised to utilize HRT by their doctors in order
to protect their bodily integrity; majority of women, who went with the option of
HRT, underlined that either they have abandoned the treatment or planning to quit
soon. Compared to previous studies on medicalization of menopause and on HRT,
this study carries more recent clues about the perception of HRT by upper-middle
class women, in which the idea of HRT often contested. It is argued that the reason
for that can be originated from the recent trend of living ‘naturally’ and increased

awareness about the side-effects of HRT compared to past. Nevertheless, the position
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of doctors are rarely criticized about the experience of menopause; though, HRT is

approached skeptically.

From another perspective, within unequal gender relations, the lifelong struggle of
women in order to increase their social status thorough professional achievements and
personal developments in many social realms, is ‘threatened’ by the experienced
menopause. Moreover, the process of aging actually carries important tools for
women’s empowerment due to the increase of self-confidence, independency and
changed attitude towards men. However, due to the devaluation of aging, which is
especially coercive for women compared to men, the increased social and financial
capital of women that at the same time help them to become more independent
individuals both in social and subjective terms, women are embarked on another
gendered burden; instead of enjoying and advancing their personal achievements for

the rest of their lives.

Aside from the negative influences of the experience of menopause and aging, the
data showed that there are empowering aspects of aging and midlife as well, since the
experience of menopause often coincides with middle age. First of all, almost all
women responded that their self-confidence and autonomy is increasing through time
and accumulation of personal achievements. Second of all, many women evaluated
their middle age years as an opportunity to save time for themselves due to the relative
decrease of assumed duties of women in the household. Moreover, through the
process of maturity and ongoing life experiences especially in terms of marriage and
divorce, a lot of women declared that they feel themselves as more illuminated about

gender relations which disfavor and oppress women from many respects.

No doubt that, the study has certain limitations as well, three of which will be pointed
out. First of all, the general assumption of the study on the category of ‘woman’ covers
only cisgender and heterosexual women, which excludes lesbian and transgender
women. Secondly, this study focuses on the menopausal experiences of a very
privileged group of women in Turkey; thus, no inferences can be made about lower-

class women, who are more dependent and less educated. Thirdly, although many of
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the respondents unsubtly shared their experiences of menopause in terms of sexuality
with me as a researcher, who is near the age of their children, | suppose that they
would have shared more intimate details, if | were near their age. Besides, | had no
clue about my respondent’s history with sexuality in terms of number of partners,
frequency of sexual activity, meanings attributed to sexual pleasure, or their level of
satisfaction from sexual activity. Due to my age and the duration of the interview |
was not in a position to learn about all these; therefore, | evaluate my data related with

sexuality as the tip of the iceberg considering the experience of women in middle age.

Nevertheless, | believe that this study is quite valuable considering the lack in the
feminist literature about embodiment and aged women especially in the Turkish
context. It constitutes to the accumulation of scientific feminist knowledge; because
it can be used as a reference study by carrying extensive review of the existing
feminist literature about menopause and also by giving place for women’s accounts
widely about their experience of menopause and middle age. Departing from this
study, further studies are required in order to enlarge the niche created with this study.
To begin with, homosexual women should be included into the discussion when
talking about aging. Secondly, the issue of ‘early menopause’, should be analyzed in
a more detailed way, in order to reveal other aspects of it based on women’s accounts.
Thirdly, this data should be contrasted with other case studies conducted in
accordance with European cultural context. Most importantly, further studies are
needed, in which the ‘privileged’ group of these participants are contrasted with lower
class and status groups. Studies based on a methodology of comparison either with
other case studies and or with other class groups will help illuminating both sides in

terms of the experience of middle age and menopause.
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APPENDICES

A: FIELD GUIDELINE

General

1. Atwhich age did you start considering about menopause?

2. What does menopause means to you?
Knowledge about menopause

3. Have you done any research about menopause?
a. From where did you make your personal research about menopause?
b. What are the things that you are curious about menopause?

c. What did you learned from your research?

o

Was that helpful for you or did it create anxiety?
e. Did you talked with women near the age of menopause about your
experience?
f.  What did they tell you?
4. Did you wish to be formerly informed about menopause?

a. What things might be good to be prepared for?
Talking about menopause

5. Do you think that menopause is rarely talked?
a. Why menopause does rarely talked?
b. Are you reluctant to talk about menopause?
c. Do you think that women tend to hide their experience of menopause?
d. Do you feel the need to hide about menopause?
6. Whom do you abstain from talking about menopause?
7. Whom do you prefer talking about menopause?

a. Do you talk with your mother or elderly relatives about menopause?

288



b. What are the differences between conversations among women and
conversation with doctor?
c. Which one is more reliable: mother, friends or doctors? Why is that?

8. What do you mostly talk about menopause with others?
Media Representations

9. What do you think about media representations of women at your age?
a. Do you think that your experience of menopause coincide with the image
of menopausal women in media?
10. What might be the reasons behind that media prefers younger women?

a. How do you feel about it?
Embodiment of menopause

11. Considering other embodied processes that women are going through, what
are differences of menopause?
a. What is the difference of menopause from pregnancy, puerperality, birth

or menstruation?

12. What do you think you are most uncomfortable from the ‘medical symptoms’
of menopause?
a.  Which one do you experience most?
b. Which one do you feel frightened about experiencing?
c. What do you feel about physiological discomforts?

13. What is the most emotionally challenging about menopause?

Youth & Beauty

14. What do you think about feeling oneself beautiful?
a. Do you perceive yourself as beautiful?
b. Did this perception changed with menopause? Why?
c. Are you content about your body figure? Why?

o

What do you think about cosmetic operations?

e. Have you ever considered about it?
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Healthiness

15. What is the meaning of being healthy?
a. Did menopause influence your health?

b. Do you feel less healthy with menopause? Why?
Medical institutions and menopause

16. Have you ever considered to utilize any medical options about menopause?
a. Which ones did you used?
b. How did it affect you?
c. What are the positive and negative sides of HRT in your experience?
17. What can you tell about your doctor’s attitude about menopause?
a. Did you need any further help?
b. Did you need emotional help?

c. How did your doctor react to your demand?
Social support

18. Did you expect any support from your immediate environment?
a. If not, what would be helpful in terms of support?
b. What kind of support did you expect from your family?

c. What kind of support did you expect from your partner?
Self-image
19. What do you think about changes in your body with age?
Reproduction
20. How do you relate reproductivity with menopause?
Sexuality

21. How menopause can influence sexual life?

a. How menopause can influence marriage relations?
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b. In which ways do you share your experiences with your partner?

22. What can be different about aging of men and aging of women?
Men in middle age
23. What do you assume men are experiencing in middle age?
Men and menopause
24. What are the things that men understand/don’t understand about menopause?
Generational differences
25. Can you compare your mother’s menopause with yours?
Aging and maturation

26. What do you feel about getting aged?
27. What do you feel about becoming more mature?
a. Have your behaviors changed over time?
b. In which way your behaviors have changed over time?

28. What might damage your self-confidence about menopause?
Work

29. How do you experience menopause in work environment?
a. Do you observe any differences after menopause?
b. Did you experience stigmatization?

c. How did make you feel?
Concluding

30. What are the positive aspects of menopause?
31. What are your advice for women about menopause?
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B: TURKISH SUMMARY/TURKCE OZET

MENOPOZ DONEMINDE KADIN DENEYIMLERININ SOSYAL VE
OZNEL ANLAMLILIKLARI UZERINE BIiR FEMINIST CALISMA

Bu calismanin amaci gercek kadin deneyimlerinden yola c¢ikarak, medikal ve
heteronormatif olarak kabul edilen egemen sdyleme karsin feminist elestirel bir tutum
icerisinde, menopoz deneyimine iligkin sosyal ve 6znel anlamliliklar1 kesfetmektir.
Tibbi aciklamalar 1518inda menopoz deneyimi, belli bir yasa erismis kadinlarin
yumurtlama fonksiyonlarinin bitmesi sebebiyle en az bir yil siireyle menstriiasyon
yasamamasi olarak tanimlanir. Ayrica bu batili bilimsel yaklagim, menopoz
deneyimini hormonal ¢ercevede ele aldigindan, menopoz siklikla bir hormonal
eksiklik (0strojen) sdylemi igerisinde ele alinmakta ve buna gére menopoz, siklikla
olumsuz bir deneyim olarak goriilmektedir. Yaygin olarak kabul edilen bu tibbi
yaklagim, menopoz deneyimine zaman ve mekandan bagimsiz olarak evrensel ve
0zcii nitelikler kazandirdig1 gibi, ‘eksiklik’ yaklasiminin da, heteronormatif kiiltiir
icerisinde, kadin kategorisine atfedilen dogurganlik kapasitesinden ileri geldigi
diistinilmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, menopoz deneyimine iliskin tibbi yaklagimlarin orta
yastaki kadinlarin sosyal degerlerine ve yasam firsatlarina etki etmesinin yani sira,
kadinlarin menopoz deneyimlerine iligkin 6znel algilarin1 da degistirdigi iddia
edilmektedir. Ote yandan menopoz deneyimini evrensel 6lgiide ‘istenmeyen’ bir

cerceveye sokan batili tibbi yaklasimin da indirgemeci oldugu savunulmaktadir.

Menopoz deneyimin bedenselligi gbz oOniinde bulunduruldugunda, kadin
deneyimlerinde menopozun nasil yasandigina iligkin analize ge¢meden Once, bu
donemi incelerken yag, toplumsal cinsiyet ve beden kavramlarinin kesisimselligine
deginmek elzemdir. Buna gore, dogurgan donemlerinin disindaki kadinlarin feminist
caligmalarda nadiren yer bulabilmesi elestirilmis ve yas/yaslanma kategorilerinin
tipkt smif, 1tk ve etnisite gibi kadinlarin toplumsal cinsiyet statiisiinii etkileyen bir

kesisimsel alan yarattiginin benimsenmesi gerektigi savunulmustur. Bu baglamda
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‘bedensellik’ tartismasi tezin ana ontolojik dayanagini olusturmaktadir. Modernist
felsefeye gore Ozne, Descartes’in Kartezyen diislince sisteminden bu yana,
beden/zihin ikiligi igerisinden incelenmektedir. Buna gore beden, zihnin iradi
becerisine karsin, salt biyolojik ve mekanik bir pozisyonda oldugundan, ikincil
konumdadir. Oysa bu calismada bedensel siireglerin sosyal ve 6znel karsiliklar
bulundugu varsayildigindan, 6znel deneyime fenomenolojik olarak yaklasilmis ve
beden ve zihin arasindaki mutlak ayrim reddedilmistir. Ayn1 sekilde, feminizmin
temel dayanak noktasi olarak cinsiyet/toplumsal cinsiyet ayrimi da fenomenolojik
cergeveden yeniden gozden gegirilmis ve doga/kiiltiir ikiligi arasinda modernist
bilimsel yaklasim tarafindan ihmal edilen baglar kesfedilmeye calisilmigtir. Her ne
kadar feminizm icerisinde bedenselligi tartismak kolayca evrensel, Ozcii ve
indirgemeci sonuglara yonlendirici olabilmesi sebebiyle kaygan zemin olarak goriilse
de, 6zellikle menopoz gibi gomiilii deneyimleri kesfetmek i¢in gereklidir. Bu amagla
calismada feminist diisiince igerisinde bedenselligin nasil konumlandirildigina dair

teorik tartigmalara yer verilmistir.

Beden ve yas kavramlarinin toplumsal cinsiyet ile iligkisini agiklig1 kavusturduktan
sonra tez ¢aligmasinin epistemolojik dayanak noktasi olarak, modernist paradigmanin
ozellikle nesnellik ve evrensellik iddialarina temelden elestiride bulunan, feminist
durus kuramini gostermek miimkiindiir. Postmodernist anlayistan ilham alan feminist
durus kurami, nesnellik yerine bilginin kwsmi ve durumsal nitelikte oldugunu
savunmaktadir. Buna gore feminist durus kurami, ezilen konumdan tiretilen bilginin
gerekliligine vurgu yaparak feminist bilgi ve politika arasinda bag kurmayi
amaglamaktadir. Ayni sekilde, ezilen pozisyondan iiretilen bilginin epistemik onceligi
oldugu, feminist durus kuraminin 6nde gelen savlarindan biridir. Bu c¢alismada da
menopoz deneyiminin Ortiilii yapisinin, kadinlarin bu doneme 6zel olarak yasadiklari
toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi pratiklerinden ve medikal s6ylemin bu deneyimi hastalik
cercevesinden incelemesinden ileri geldigi savunulmustur. Bu sebeple menopozu
deneyimleyen kadinlarin menopoz bilgisini iiretmede epistemik onceligi oldugunu

varsayllmistir. Ayrica menopoz bilgisinin kismi ve durumsal oldugunu
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varsayimindan yola ¢ikarak tek tip bir tanimlama ile sinirli olan medikal menopoz

anlayisinin yerine her kadinin menopoz deneyiminin farkli oldugunun alt1 ¢izilmistir.

Menopoz deneyimine iligkin feminist literatiirde yer alan ¢alismalar incelendiginde,
bu deneyimin tibbilestirilmesine yonelik elestirel ¢aligmalara hem diinya hem de
Tiirkiye genelinde rastlamak miimkiindiir. Buna gore, oncelikle yaslanma siirecinin
toplumsal anlamda 6zellikle kadinlar i¢in patolojik bir durum olarak algilandigini ve
menopozun da bu siireci fiziksel olarak imleyen bir niteligi oldugunu s6ylemek yanlis
olmayacaktir. (Gulette, 1997) Benzer sekilde Rogers (1997) da Kristeva’nin
menstrilasyon kavramsallagtirmasini menopoza uyarlayarak bu deneyimin abject®?
bir niteligi oldugunu one siirmektedir. Rogers’a goére toplumsal olarak abjection;
baskilama, uguculastirma ve torensellestirme olarak ii¢ yoldan percinlenmektedir.
Baskilama temel olarak menopoz deneyimine iligskin sosyal tepkilerin korku, kaygi
ve sessizlik seklinde materyallesmesine neden olurken; uguculagtirma menopoz
deneyimi sirasinda olusan fiziksel ve duygusal tepkileri 6nemsizlestirir ve/veya onlari
sosyal olarak yaftalayici bir hale biiriindiiriir. Ornegin, Tiirkiye’de ‘menopoz teyze’
tipi menopoz deneyiminin basmakalip bir kategoriye sokulmus hali olup, gogunlukla
bir espri unsuru olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Son olarak, Rogers’ a gore (1997)
menopoz deneyimi tibbi bir bigim alacak sekilde torensellestirilmistir ve bunun
sonucunda menopoz bir ‘eksiklik hastaligi’ olarak algilanmaya baslanmstir. Sybylla
(1997) disil etos®*° varsayimlarin1 6ne ¢ikararak menopoz deneyimini incelemistir.
Buna gore disil etos kadinlig1 dogurganlik, cinsel ¢ekicilik, genclik ve glizellik gibi
kavramlarla esleyen ve sosyal olarak yaygin sekilde kabul goren bir varsayimdir. Bu
varsayimlar dogrultusunda menopoz ‘kadinligin sonu’ algisin1 yaratmakta ve
kadinlarin bu donemde kendilerini kadin olarak eksik ve ise yaramaz hissetmelerine
yol agmaktadir. Her ne kadar Tiirkiye 6zelinde menopoza iliskin ¢alismalar gérece

seyrek olsa da, Erol’un g¢alismasi (2014) ‘modernlik’ vurgusuna dikkat ¢ekerek,

329 «“Abjection” Tiirkgede hos olmayan, rahatsiz ettigi igin diglanan, tiksinti ve ayni zamanda

biiyiilenme uyandiran anlamina gelmektedir. Bu terim Tiirk¢e’ye “igrenglik”, “abject” terimi “igreng”
olarak ¢evrilmisse de bu ¢eviriler Kristeva'nin vermek istedigi anlami karsilamamaktadir. Bu yiizden
bu boliimde terimlerin Ingilizce karsiliklari kullamlacaktir.
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menopozun tibbilesmesini gozler Oniine sermesi agisindan kiymetli bulunmustur.
Erol’un c¢alismasinda kadinlar tarafindan Ovgiiyle bahsedilen ‘bilingli olma’
durumunun tip kurumlarina olan giiven ve itibarin temelini olusturdugu ve bu yolla,
Tiirkiye’de menopozun tibbilesmesinin ve hormon replasmani terapisi (HRT) gibi
tibbi miidahalelerin mesrulagsmasi arasinda iliski kurulmustur. (2014) Fakat her ne
kadar bu g¢alismada tibbi yaklasim ve HRT, finansal ve heteronormatif cesitli
hegemonik iligkiler barindirmasi sebebiyle elestirilmis olsa da; ¢alismada HRT ye
ve/veya HRT kullanan kadinlara yonelik kategorik olarak karsit bir tutum

benimsenmemistir.

Arastirma metotlart su sekilde siralanabilir: Oncelikle arastirma katilimcilari,
Istanbul’da yasayan, orta-iist sosyoekonomik sinifa mensup, profesyonel veya
yonetimsel pozisyonlarda aktif olarak calisan kadinlar arasindan segilmistir.
Katilimcilari belirlerken kartopu secilim metodu kullanilmistir. Katilimcilarin se¢imi
sirasinda Onceden olusturulmus her hangi bir yas sinir1 konulmamis, bunun yerine
menopoz deneyimini bir sekilde yasaminin giindemine almig tiim kadinlar kendi
beyanlari dogrultusunda aragtirmaya dahil edilmistir. Bu dogrultuda 20 kadin ile yar1-
yapilandirilmis  derinlemesine goriismeler yapilmig*!, gorlismelerin  tiimii
katilimcilarin  6nceden s6zlii ve yazili onayr alinarak ses kayit cihazi ile
kaydedilmistir. Goriismeler ortalama bir saat stirmiistiir. Ayrica goriismecilerin
gizliligini korumak amaciyla, calisma esnasinda gorligmecilerin tiimii takma isimler
ile anilmistir. Goriigmelerden elde edilen ses kayitlar1 desifre edilerek analize imkan

verecek sekilde manuel olarak kodlanmis ve arastirmanin kavramlar1 belirlenmistir.

Calismada menopoz deneyimi {i¢ ana baslik icerisinde ele alinmistir. Bunlarin ilki
menopoz deneyimi ile ilk karsilasmanin hangi bi¢cimlerde oldugunu arastirmaktadir.
Buna gore, katilimcilar kabaca menopoz deneyiminden hafif ve agir olumsuzluklar
esliginde etkilenenler olarak ikiye ayrilmistir. Bir diger 6nemli nokta menopoz
deneyiminin beklenen veya beklenmeyen bir bedensel doniisiim olmasinin menopoz

deneyimi ile ilk karsilasma acisindan 6nemli olabilecegidir. Ozellikle menopoz

331 Saha Yonergesini Appendix A’da bulabilirsiniz.
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deneyimini beklenmedik olarak tanimlayan kadinlar agisindan bu deneyimin bagka
stirecler ile ilintili olabilecegi goriilmiistiir. Bunlarin arasinda, 6liim bosanma gibi
travmatik olaylar, 6zellikle kadinlar1 hedef alan meme, tiroit gibi kanser vakalar1 ve
‘erken’ menopoz sayilabilir. Goriismecilerin se¢ciminde yas sinirt konulmamis olmast
erken menopoz konusunu giindeme getirmesi acisindan Onemlidir. Buna gore
arastirma katilimcilarinin 2’si 35 yasindan once, 4’ii 40 yasindan énce menopozu
deneyimlemistir. Bu deneyimlerden yola ¢ikilarak erken menopoz deneyiminin ¢ok
daha ortiili bir yapisi oldugu goriilmistiir ki; bu durum Sybylla’nin disil etos

kavramsallastirmasi diisiiniildiigiinde tesadiif degildir.

Menopozun bedensellesmesi aragtirma verilerini inceleyen ikinci ve en Onemli
basliktir. Fakat menopozun bedensel etkileri tartisilirken goriismeciler tarafindan altt
cizilen fizyolojik sikintilar tek baslarina degil, bunlara etki eden sosyal iliskiler ile
birlikte ele alinmistir. Buna gdre, menopoz deneyimine eslik eden fizyolojik
stireclerin  menopoz deneyimine iliskin sosyal yaftalama mekanizmalar
diisiiniildigiinde halihazirda c¢alisan kadinlar i¢in daha zorlayict olabilecegi
gdzlenmistir. Iliskili olarak, katilimcilarin 6nemli bir béliimii ‘menopozlu’ olmanin
bir sosyal etiket ve/veya bir hakaret bicimini aldigi konusunda fikir birligi
icindedirler. Bu noktada kadinlari heteronormatif degerlerin disinda gérmemek
gereklidir. Ornegin iki goriismeci fiziksel sikintilar yasayan kadinlarin kendilerini
mesgul tutacak beceriden yoksun oldugunu ifade etmistir. Menopoza iliskin sosyal
yaftanin kitle iletisim araclar tarafindan desteklendigi ve yeniden tretildigi ile ilgili
teorik varsayim ile alan calismasinda da karsilasilmistir. Goriismecilerin bir kismu,
‘kadin’ denildiginde, medyada ¢ogunlukla gen¢ ve giizel kadinlarin yer buldugunu;
ote yandan, kendi yas grubundaki kadinlarin ‘menopoz teyze’ tipi ile resmedildigi

gorlisline katilmaktadirlar.

Menopozun bedensellesmesi konusunda 6ne ¢ikan en 6nemli dinamikler hig siiphesiz

dogurganlik ve cinselliktir.

“Tirk toplumunda sanirim, kadinin dogurgan olmasi iyi bir sey, dogurgan
degilse ise yaramaz. Oyle bir diisiince var.” (Filiz Moyar)
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Filiz’in Tirkiye toplumu ile ilgili yaptig1 bu tespit yerindedir, ¢linkii arastirma
katilimcilar1 Tirkiye geneli ile kiyaslandiginda gorece egitimli ve bagimsiz
kadinlardan olussa dahi; pek cok kadin bu dénemde ‘eksik’, ‘ise yaramaz’ ve
‘kadinliklarmi kaybetmis gibi’ hissettiklerine yonelik ifadelerde bulunmuslardir.
Kadinligr kaybetme hissiyat1 6zellikle menopoz deneyimini gérece erken yasamis
goriismecilerde daha giigliidiir.
“Kadinligimin ve dogurganligimin elden gittigini filan diisiindiim. Benim igin
orada 6nemli olan dogurganli§imin bitmesi, bir daha ¢ocuk doguramayacagim
duygusu. Benim i¢in 6nemli olan nokta oydu. [...] Beni etkileyen tek sey o
dogurganlik 6zelligimin kaybolmasi. Cokiintiiyli sadece orada yasadim, ciddi

anlamda agir1 bir ¢okiintii yasadim. Onun haricinde &tekiler pek géziimde degil
acikcasi.” (Esra Karadeniz)

Kadinligin kaybi1 hissi kadinlarin 6znel olarak kendilerini ‘ise yaramaz’
hissetmelerine yol agmaktadir. Esra ile benzer olarak Piraye de menopoza girdigini
doktordan ilk 6grendigi an1 “sanki biri beni ugurumdan atti, ben orada kaldim”
seklinde tarif ederek kadinliginin bitmesi hissinin agirligini vurgulamistir. Bu noktada
¢ocugu olmayan kadinlarin kiiciik bir kismi menopoz deneyimini dogurganligin
sonunu isaretlemesi bakimindan kaygi verici bulmus olsa da, evli ve/veya bekar pek
¢ok cocugu olmayan goriismeci menopozun 06zel bir pismanlik yaratmadigina
deginmistir. Buna ragmen, Hale’nin ifadesinde goriildiigii gibi, dogurganligin bitmesi
cocuk istemeyen kadinlarda dahi duygusal olarak zorlayici olabilmektedir.

“Hi¢ ¢ocuk istemedim. Hala da istemem. Ama o insana bir agir geliyor

gercekten. Ben de sorguladim ama bu hissi. Zaten istemedigim bir sey, garantiye

aldin artik niye kotii hissediyorsun diye. Ama insana bir agir geliyor. Belki ise

yaramazlik hissi mi, kadinligim bitti gibi bir his mi ortaya karisik bdyle duygular
yasadim.” (Hale Toprak)

Sadece dogurganlik degil, cinsellik de menopoz deneyimi esnasinda farkli
iliskisellikler igermektedir. Goriismecilerin yaritya yakini menopozun cinsel
yasamlarinda her hangi bir degisiklige yol agmadigini belirtmistir. Ote yandan bazi
goriismeciler bu donemde cinsel isteklerinin azaldigini, iistelik vajinal kuruluk gibi
fizyolojik engellerle karsilastiklarini belirtmislerdir. Her ne kadar hassas bir konu
olmast dolayisiyla cinsellik her yoniiyle konusulamamis olsa da; goriismecilerin

onemli bir boliimiiniin cinselligi erkek hazzin1 6nceleyen bir bicimde algiladiklarin
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sOylemek yanlis olmayacaktir. Buna gore, kadinlarin bir kism1 menopoz déneminde
cinselligin kendileri i¢in bir zevk unsuru degil bir evlilik sorumluluguna doniistiiglinii
ve bu durumun onlar1 evlilik kurumunu yiiriitmek konusunda zorladiginin altini
cizmistir.

“Bu mevzu zaten benim en sikintili oldugum sey herhalde. Belki bana 6zel, belki

pek ¢ok kadin bunu yasiyor. [...] Onu pek esim anlamiyor. Yani benim daha az

istekli oldugum, kagindigim, miimkiinse bahaneler yarattigim bir konu aslinda

bu. O anlamryor bunu. Ben artik menopoza girdim diyorum esime. Bu benim

icin gayet normal diyorum. Ama iste yine ayni sorularla geliyor bana. Ne var

Hande, ne var ne oldu, yine ne oldu diye soruyor her seferinde. Anlayamiyor.

Nedir, acaba baska bir sey mi var, altinda baska seyler aramaya filan basliyor.”
(Hande Kirmizi)

Menopoz deneyimi sirasinda partneriyle ne gibi paylasimlarin yapildigi ve kadinlarin
partnerlerinden her hangi bir destek goriip gormedigi soruldugunda, kadinlarin bu
konuda ¢ok degisken ifadeler verdigi goriilmiistiir. Ornegin, erken menopoz sebebiyle
iki yi1la yakin bir siireyle depresyona siiriiklendigini ifade eden Esra, menopoz
konusunda esiyle arasinda higbir konusma gegmedigini, esinin kendisinin menopoza
girip girmedigini bile bilmedigini sOylemistir. Esra Orneginden yola c¢ikarak,
Tiirkiye’de pek ¢ok kadininin bu donemi fiziksel ve duygusal sikintilara ragmen
sessizce ve tek baslarina gecirmek zorunda birakildiklarimi iddia etmek yanlis
olmayacaktir. Bu savi destekleyen bir bagka durum da menopoz doneminde
eslerinden duygusal destek gordiiklerini belirten goriismecilerin, bu yardimer tutumu

esler arasinda olmasi gereken bir sey olarak degil ‘sans’ olarak nitelendirmeleridir.

Gorlismeler esnasinda, dogurganlik, cinsellik, genclik ve giizellik {izerine konular,
erkek ve kadinlarin orta yas deneyimleri arasindaki farklar sorgulanarak
genisletilmeye caligilmistir. Buna gore goriismecilerin biiylik bir kismi orta yaslh bir
erkegin kendisinden daha geng bir kadinla duygusal iliski kurmasini olagan olarak
degerlendirirken tam tersinin toplumda yadirganabilecegi ve yargilanabilecegi
tizerinde durmustur.

“Bir erkegin gobegim var diye taktigim1 ben diigiinmilyorum. Kadinlar daha

takintili. Ayrica erkek gobekliyken de birilerini bulabiliyor mu? Bulabiliyor

tabii. O parayla da ¢ok alakali, para mevki bunlar orta yash erkeklerde daha gok.
Orada ciddi bir dengesizlik var.” (Nehir Erdem)

298



Gortismecilerle genclik ve glizellik iizerine konusmalarin bir kismi kozmetik
miidahaleler ve estetik operasyonlar etrafinda sekillenmistir. Uzun yillar bankacilik
sektoriinde calismis olan Zuhal, son yillarda bankacilik sektoriinde islerin satig ve
pazarlama odakli yiiriitiildiigiinti; bu sebeple daha az deneyim sahibi olsalar dahi
kendilerinden daha gen¢ olan kadinlarin belli pozisyonlar i¢in tercih edildigini
sOylemistir. Ayrica goriismecilerin bazilar1 beyaz-yaka c¢evrelerince estetik

operasyonlarin siradanlastigi goriisiine katilmaktadirlar.

Her ne kadar dogurganlik, cinsellik, glizellik genglik gibi konular orta yastaki kadinlar
icin yeni toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi pratiklerine gebe olsa da; arastirma
katilimcilarint = olusturan kadinlarin  yonetimsel ve/veya profesyonel islerde
caligmalarinin ‘kadinligin bitmesi’ kaygisi ile miicadele etmekte ¢ok 6nemli bir bag
etme mekanizmasi oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu baglamda, goériismeciler arasinda aylik
geliri en yiiksek olanlarin bu kaygiy1 en az, en diisiik olanlarin ise en ¢ok yasadigi
gbzlemlenmistir. Paralel olarak, tepe yoneticilik seviyesinde ¢alisan kadinlarin da bu
kaygiy1 digerlerine nazaran daha az yasadigi sdylenebilir.
“Ben kendimi onun iizerinden kadin olmanin iizerinden, evet kadiniz ama, hayatimin
biitiinii kadin olmak iizerinden kurulu degil. iste okudum bir meslek sahibiyim,
calisiyorum ¢ocugum var bir isim var. Yani sadece kadinlik degil iste annelik eslik isteki
kimlik vs. Hani onlar da var o yiizden birinin eksilmesi digerlerinin ortadan kalkmasi
anlamina gelmiyor. Meslek sahibi olmayan caligmayan kadinlar i¢in belki daha zor

olabilir. Yani ¢iinkii varligini onun iizerinden kurduysan eger, anne ve kadin, kocamin
karis1 tizerinden kurduysan daha zor olabilir.” (Nehir Erdem)

Menopozun bedenselligi konusunda bir diger 6nemli konu bu deneyimin siklikla
saglik konulariyla birlikte anilmasidir, ¢linkii menopoz deneyimi kimi goriismeciler
tarafindan yaslanma ve sagligini kaybetme ile iligkilendirilmistir. Bu durumu yaratan
sebeplerin ilki son 15 yil igerisinde oldukga popiilerlik kazanmis olan ‘saglikli yagsam’
goriistidiir. Saglikli yasam aragtirmanin kapsadigi sinif pozisyonu agisindan bir sosyal
statii araci1 olarak goriilmekte ve bu sebeple menopoz deneyimi ‘kadinligin kayb1’ gibi
kaygilar icermese bile, yaslanma ve sagligi kaybetmeye dair kaygilar1 6ne

¢ikarabilmektedir.
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Saha verilerinin analizi i¢in lg¢lincli ve sonuncu basligi menopoz deneyiminin
kimlerle ve ne sekilde konusuldugu olusturmaktadir. Buna gore, oncelikle kadinlarin
doktorlariyla olan iligkileri irdelenmis ve bu iliski dogrultusunda kadinlarin HRT

tutumlarina bakilmistir.
“Kadin dogum doktorlarinin bu konuyla ilgili hi¢bir endiseleri yok. Bence biitiin
stirecte, ergenlige girerken de ayn1 sekilde, menopoza girerken de ayn1 sekilde,

her hangi bir noktada, bireyi destekleyecek o doniisiime hazirlayacak hicbir sey
yok. Ancak bir 6strojen hapr verirler, o kadar.” (Nehir Erdem)

“Hatta ilk bir doktor bana sdyle bakip: ‘Ayy vah vah ¢ok da gengsin’ demisti.
Ben o kadar yikilmistim ve iiziilmiistiim ki; hani bir doktorun bunu bu sekilde
sOylemesi ne kadar yanlig bir yaklasim. Yani ben diisiiniin 30 yasindayim ve
suratima bakt1 vah vah daha ¢ok da gengsin gibi bir yaklagim. Ben yikilmistim.
Yikilmistim o zaman.” (Gaye Calimli)

Gaye’nin ve Nehir’in aciklamalarindan doktorlarin, menopoz deneyiminin duygusal
etkileri konusunda kadinlar1 bilgilendirme ¢abasi iginde olmadiklar1 anlagilmaktadir.
HRT destegi alip almama konusunda ise kadinlar farkli tutumlar sergilemislerdir.
Gortigmecilerin ikisi HRT ye doktorlarinin tavsiyesiyle basladiklarini ve doktorlarina
giivendikleri i¢in bu tedaviyi onayladiklarini belirtmistir. Ote yandan, HRT kullanan
goriismecilerin dnemli bir boliimii, olas1 saglik riskleri sebebiyle, ya kisa bir zaman
sonra HRT’y1 biraktiklarmi1 ya da birakmayi planladiklarinin altini ¢izmislerdir.
Katilimcilarin bir boliimii ise doktorlar1 kendilerine HRT onerisine ragmen bu

secenegi reddettiklerini ifade etmislerdir.

Menopoz deneyiminin tibbilesmesini problematize ederken kadinlarin menopoz
konusunda diger kadinlarla (arkadas, anne ve aile biiyiikleri) iletisimi onemsenmistir.
Bu baglamda, kadinlarin menopoz deneyimi konusunda nesiller arasi iletisimine
yonelik sorulara yer verilmistir. Goriismecilerin bir kismi1 annelerinden menopoza
iligkin her hangi bir bilgi almadiklarini, hatta kendi deneyimlerinden sonra dahi bu
konu hakkinda konusmadiklarmi belirtmistir. Ornegin 33 yasindayken menopozu
deneyimleyen Filiz, bu konuda ¢esitli sikintilar yasamasina ragmen yakin bir gegmise
dek annesiyle nu konuda konusmadigin1 beyan etmistir.

“Bana doktor sdyledikten sonra bile annemin haberi yoktu. Ne zaman ben

evlenmeye karar verdim. Tamistirdim esimi ailemle, annem torun hayali

kurmaya bagladiginda sesli bir sekilde bdyle bir sey yok dedim, olmayacak
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dedim. Dedim ya biz konusmuyoruz boyle seyleri. Sey ayri, gizli o, yok
saytyoruz biz o konuyu. O ve benzeri konulart daha dogrusu. Bizim ailede dyle
en azindan. O ylizden evlenecegim zaman 6grendi annem. O da mecburen
sOyledim, torun hayali kurmaya baslayinca, kurma hayal sakin, bdyle bir sey
olmayacak dedim.” (Filiz Moyar)

Filiz’in deneyimiyle benzer olarak Esra, annesinin de kendisi gibi erken menopoza
girdigini, bu durumu aralarindaki iletisim eksikligi sebebiyle ¢ok ge¢ 6grendigini,
hatta annesini kendisini her hangi bir 6nlem almasi konusunda (yumurta dondurma
gibi) bilgilendirmedigi i¢in sugladigimi belirtmistir. Ote yandan Esra, anne-kiz
iligkisinin dnemine vurgu yaparak kiziyla bu konularda ¢ok daha ag¢ik konustugunu
belirtmistir. Benzer sekilde katilimecilara kadin kadina olan konusmalarin doktor ile
olan iletisimden ne gibi farklari oldugu sorulmus; pek ¢ok goriismeci kadinlarin
birbirleriyle olan iletisiminin deneyim paylagimi anlaminda ¢ok énemli bulmasinin

yant sira duygusal anlamda da destekleyici olarak nitelemistir.

Menopoz hakkinda kamusal alanda hangi bigimlerde konusuldugu aragtirmanin odak
noktalarindan bir digeridir. Bu noktada sosyal olarak ‘menopozlu’ olarak yaftalanma
kaygisinin kadinlarda bu deneyimlerini gizleme egilimi yaratabildigi goriilmiistiir.
Buna bagli olarak, menopozun kadinlar tarafindan siklikla ‘alayci’ bir bi¢imde dile
getirildigi gozlenmistir ki; bu durumun da menopoz deneyimini saklama egilimine

ickin baglantilart oldugu savunulmustur.

Sonug olarak tibbilesmis menopoz bilgisine karsin kadin deneyimlerinde menopozun
farkli farkli tezahiirleri oldugu goriilmiistiir. Ayrica, tibbi menopoz bilgisinin
kadinlarin menopoz deneyimleri iizerinde etkileri kesfedilmis olup; doga/kiiltiir
arasinda yaygin modernist yaklasimin 6ngordiigiiniin aksine, yakin iligkiler oldugu
vurgulanmistir. Ote yandan, belli bir yasa gelmis ve bu yasam tecriibesi iginde
Ozellikle maddi ve mesleki anlamda kazanimlar elde etmis kadinlarin kendilerine
bictikleri 6znel degerin aslinda orta yas ile birlikte artti§1 gézlenmistir. Orta yastaki
kadinlarin feminist politika igerisinde kendilerine yer bulmalari ve kadin
miicadelesinin bir parcasi haline gelmeleri, menopoz gibi kadinsal deneyimlere
feminizm igerisinde daha genis yer verilerek saglanabilir. Buna bagl olarak, kadin
deneyimine bilimsel bir nitelik kazandirilacagindan, kadinlarin nesiller arasi ve
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birbirleriyle olan paylagimlarinin da 6nii agilarak indirgemeci oldugu savunulan tibbi
bilgiye karsin organik bir epistemoloji yaratilabilir. Bu sekilde menopoz deneyimi,
‘eksiklik’ baglamindan kurtulmaya yaklasacagi gibi; kadinlarin da 6znel anlamda bu

deneyimi olumsuz olarak algilamasinin 6niine gegilebilir.

Arastirma yalnizca heteroseksiiel kadin deneyimlerini incelemis olup; LGBT
kadinlar1 veya cisgender olmayan kadinlar1 disarida biraktigindan limitlidir. Gelecek
akademik calismalarda menopoz deneyimi lezbiyen kadinlari da igerecek sekilde
genisletilebilir. Aragtirmanin bir diger sinirliligr cinsellik konularinin yeterince
etraflica konusulamamis olmasidir. Ayrica, Tirkiye ekseninde bakildiginda bu
calisgmanin smifsal acidan yalmizca iist tabaka kadinlarin  deneyimlerine
yogunlastigini soylemek yanlis olmayacaktir. Bu sebeple, ileriki ¢alismalarin siniflar
arasi1 farklar1 kapayacak sekilde organize edilmesi onerilmektedir. Ek olarak, erken
menopoz konusunun feminist ¢ercevede ve daha detayli olarak arastirilmasi 6nemli
goriilmistlir. Son olarak, bu c¢alisma gdstermistir ki; menopoz deneyimi tibbi
tanimlamanin aksine salt biyolojik bir bigimde ele alinamayacak kadar genis olup; tip
kurumlarinin konuya yaklasimi oldukca indirgemeci ve eksiktir. Bu anlamda,
multidisipliner yaklagimlar1 benimseyen akademik c¢aligmalarin hem tibbi bilgi hem
de feminist bilgi acisindan menopoz deneyimine yonelik olarak daha kapsamli

sonuclar icerecegi diisiiniilmektedir.
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