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ABSTRACT

EXPERIMENTAL EXPLORATION OF ATTITUDE CHANGE:
A PATH MODEL OF COGNITIVE DISSONANCE, RESILIENCE, AND
READINESS FOR ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE AMONG PROSPECTIVE
TEACHERS

Caliskan, Omer
Ph.D., Department of Educational Sciences

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Gok¢e Gokalp

August 2017, 220 pages

The purpose of this study was to compare three different attitude groups (negative
attitude group, positive attitude group, and control group) with respect to the
magnitude of change obtained for Readiness for Organizational Change (RFOC)
factors (personal benefit, change efficacy, appropriateness, and management
support), and to test two separate path models investigating the nature of the
relationships between Cognitive Dissonance and Resilience in predicting the
magnitude of change obtained for RFOC factors, in relation to an upcoming
educational change initiative (Novice Teacher Training Program). The sample
included 201 undergraduate students pursuing degrees at the faculty of education in
a public university in Ankara. The data was collected by creating a quasi-
experimental setting through the RFOC, Cognitive Dissonance, and Resilience

scales.

The results revealed that both the positive attitude group and negative attitude group
significantly differed from the control group in terms of the magnitude of change

obtained for RFOC variables. Regarding the separate path analyses, the first path

iv



analysis revealed that Cognitive Dissonance positively and significantly predicted
the magnitude of RFOC factors as; change efficacy and appropriateness. The
second path analysis yielded that Cognitive Dissonance negatively and significantly
predicted the magnitude of RFOC factors as; change efficacy and appropriateness.
Last, Resilience did not predict Cognitive Dissonance and the magnitude of RFOC
factors. Through this study, an experimental exploration of attitude change in
Turkish education context was enabled by means of adopting persuasive change-
message approach and cognitive dissonance theory. The findings offer insightful

implications for theory, practice, and research in change implementations.

Keywords: Educational Change, Readiness for Organizational Change, Cognitive

Dissonance, Resilience, Quasi-Experimental Design.
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TUTUM DEGISIMININ DENEYSEL YONTEMLE INCELENMESI:
OGRETMEN ADAYLARI ARASINDA BILISSEL UYUMSUZLUK,
YILMAZLIK VE ORGUTSEL DEGISIME HAZIR OLMA DURUMUNUN BIR
YOL ANALIZI

Caliskan, Omer
Doktora, Egitim Bilimleri Boliimii
Tez Yoneticisi: Yrd. Dog. Dr. Gokge Gokalp

Agustos 2017, 220 sayfa

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, egitimsel bir degisim Onerisi (Aday Ogretmen Yetistirme
Programi) baglaminda, ii¢ farkli tutum grubunu (olumsuz tutum grubu, olumlu
tutum grubu ve kontrol grubu), Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma diizeyinin alt
boyutlar1 (bireysel yarar, degisim yeterligi, uygunluk ve yonetim destegi) agisindan
karsilastirmak ve ayrica Bilissel Uyumsuzluk ve Yilmazlik degiskenleri arasindaki
iliskinin dogasmm, Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma diizeyinin alt boyutlar1 agisindan
iki farkli yol analizi ile test etmektir. Calismanin 6rneklemi, Ankara’da bulunan bir
devlet Universitesinin egitim fakiiltesinde egitimlerine devam etmekte olan 201
lisans Ogrencisinden olusmaktadir. Arastirma verisi, olusturulan yari deneysel
ortamda Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma, Bilisgsel Uyumsuzluk ve Yilmazlik

olgekleri ile toplanmustir.

Bulgular olumlu tutum grubunun veya olumsuz tutum grubunun, Orgiitsel Degisime
Hazir Olma diizeyinin farkli boyutlar1 agisindan, kontrol grubundan anlamli bir
sekilde farklilastigin ortaya koymustur. Iki farkli yol analizine iliskin olarak, ilk yol
analizinin sonuglari, Bilissel Uyumsuzluk degiskeninin, Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir
Olma diizeyinin iki alt boyutunu (degisim yeterligi ve uygunluk) pozitif ve anlamli

bir yonde yordamakta oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Ikinci yol analizi sonuglari,
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Biligsel Uyumsuzluk degiskeninin, Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma diizeyinin iki alt
boyutunu (degisim yeterligi ve uygunluk) negatif ve anlamli yonde yordamakta
oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Son olarak, Yilmazlik, hem Bilissel Uyumsuzlugu hem
de Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma diizeyinin alt boyutlarin1 yordamamustir. Bu
caligma kapsaminda, ikna edici degisim mesaj1 yaklasiminin ve Biligsel Uyumsuzluk
teorisininin kullanimi1 yoluyla, egitim baglaminda tutum degisikliginin deneysel bir
sekilde arastirllmasi saglanmustir. Elde edilen bulgular, degisim uygulamalari
acisindan kuram, uygulama ve arastirma anlaminda Onemli c¢ikarimlar ortaya

koymustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Egitimsel Degisim, Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma, Bilissel
Uyumsuzluk, Yilmazlik, Yari-Deneysel Desen
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

The beginning of educational change as a self-conscious field of study goes back
to the aftermath of World War 1l (Lieberman, 2014) while the concept of change
in schooling dates back to the mid-19" century (Cuban, 1990). Since those times,
educational change has become so pervasive that it has turned into a policy
priority and major public news, but the act of bringing about change in education
generally outpaced our understanding of how to implement it effectively
(Hargreaves, Lieberman, Fullan, & Hopkins, 2014). In view of the ever-
increasing repeated change attempts which frequently dismantle the former
practices (Cuban, 1990; inal, 2012), the initiated educational changes seem to be
either fully or partly far away from the intended objectives (Aksit, 2007; Gaziel,
2010). The disappointment with regard to the educational change attempts has
also caught the attention of the scholarly community, orienting them to study the
basic precursors of organizational change practices in Turkish education context
(e.g., Caliskan, 2011; Kondakci, Beycioglu, Sincar, & Ugurlu, 2017; Zayim,
2010).

The Ministry of Nationalg Education (MONE) introduced a large-scale change,
Novice Teacher Training Program, in the spring of 2016 (Resmi Gazete, 2016).
This drastic and nationwide change program offers an extensive training content
to the newly assigned teachers at public schools before they start to teach at
classes. On the one hand, the training program has appeared to involve promising



objectives as; providing special attention to the early orientation of novice
teachers in their professional career; getting them to explore the social, ethnic,
cultural, and racial diversities of the city/region where they will be teaching; and
being mentored by a senior teacher during the training. On the other hand, after
642-hour of training, the program requires the attendants to pass both written and
oral examinations to be qualified for taking the permanent job contract at public
schools. In brief, while the announced objectives of the program seem quite
plausible, the participants are subject to undergoing a period of tough training

process

The rationales put forward by the MONE about this training program make it
seem worthwhile to implement this change offering. However, the
recommendations, critisims, and experiences in relation to former educational
change attempts also suggest substantial issues to reconsider before launching it.
In his book about the history of Turkish Education, Akyiliz (2010) shared the
following quotes from Big Journal (Biiyiik Mecmua) written in 1919 to illustrate
a typical educational reformer; “the main characteristic of our reformers is that
they don’t feel the need to learn from previous reform attempts, the ideas
developed, and the intended objectives in previous attempts, instead they prefer
to implement a simplistic change initiative that just occurs to them with little or
no thought put into it” (Biiyiilk Mecmua, 1919, pp. 65-66, as cited in Akyiiz,
2010). This historical and critical perspective seems still valid and is articulated
by a number of scholars for the TES. For instance, Erdogan (2014) states that a
number of significant change attempts have been performed in recent years, but
the efforts are largely based on the quantity side of change rather than the quality
aspect, disregarding the prospective advantages or disadvantages of the
respective changes. Similarly, inal (2012) pointed out that the recent educational
change (4+4+4) was not properly planned and implemented, and therefore
doomed to failure because it lacked necessary piloting process and infrastructure
facilities. In relation to other recent large-scale change initiatives such as rapid
expansion of universities and Fatih Project, similar concerns have been shared
(Arap, 2010; Ekici & Yilmaz, 2013). In brief, the type of change proposals

differs in time, but the criticisms are more or less similar, even with the criticism



put forth one hundred years ago as reported in Big Journal (Biiyilk Mecmua,
1919, as cited in Akyiiz, 2010).

In relation to this particular change proposal (Novice Teacher Training Program),
considering the prevailing discontent against the educational changes by the
teachers (Toprak, 2017) and prospective teachers (Duman, Kural-Baykan,
Koroglu, Yilmaz, & Erdogan, 2014), one significant concern comes out whether
the prospective participants (students of faculty of education) of the program are
ready to welcome or embrace the addressed change. In addition, the question of
what kind of dynamics and factors are likely to be pivotal in making the novice
teachers ready for that particular change comes out. In relation to this, the history
of change attempts in TES mentioned above and the broader organizational
change literature provides a variety of empirical and theoretical findings for the
scholars, practitioners, and policy makers to understand the adventure of a
change process. In that sense, the bulk of information documented by the field of
organizational change may shed light on the concerns and the questions about
this particular impending change initiative for the prospective attendants.

In the Organizational Change (OC) literature, it is strongly stressed that all
organizations inevitably undergo changes in accordance with the requirements of
the dynamics surrounding them (Burke, 2017). Even more, on the one hand they
face the challenges posed by multi-faced forces of changes (Choi & Ruona,
2013); on the other hand, several components of organizational change are
becoming more and more complex with the ever-changing technology, and social
and political developments that are also becoming more intricate. Therefore,
dealing with change issue in organizations urges policy-makers to use different
approaches in order to comprehend diverse features of organizations because
each aspect of organizational structures may stand for a different side of change
in organizations (Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999; Beer & Nohria, 2000; Burke,
2017; Van de Ven & Poole, 1995; Weick & Quinn, 1999).

According to Burke (2017), the organizational change can be classified under
four main approaches; 1) order of change (first-order & second-order); 2) nature
of change (evolutionary & revolutionary); 3) level of change (individual, group,
organizational, & industry); and 4) intentionality of change (planned &

3



unplanned). Armenakis and Bedeian (1999) offer four frames of change as;
content, contextual, process, and outcome (criterion) issues to understand a
typical change in an organization. In addition to these, there are other types of
frameworks in change literature for explaining the organizational change (e.g.,
Burke & Litwin, 1992; Van de Ven & Poole, 1995). Parallel to the perspectives
reported in the broader organizational change literature, Fullan (2007) frames
educational change under various divisions (e.g., students, parents, community,
district, principal, and government) to signify the role of each one in a typical
change initiative. Also, he categorizes the educational change process with three-
steps; initiation, implementation, and institutionalization, which is like the
change process model of Armenakis, Harris, and Field (1999) that includes
readiness, adoption, and institutionalization. With regard to Turkish Education
System (TES), as one of former top administrators in the MONE, Erdogan
(2014) identifies the change initiatives until 2000s as attempts focusing on the
quantitative aspects of schooling like number of schools or number of teachers in
education system, but the years after 2000s, as the mass change attempts
targeting quality of change such as curriculum change, in-service education for
teachers, and modernization of textbooks. It can be concluded that, before 2000s,
structural side of change seemed to be primed in order to meet the societal
demands for basic schooling, but after 2000s, human aspect of change
(individual side) has been primed in order to improve the quality of the Turkish

Education system.

It is apparent that there is not one and common understanding about the
perceptions or frames of change process (Poole & Van de Ven, 2004).
Supporting this notion, for instance, Kezar (2001) suggests that choosing a model
or a frame of reference in organizational change is helpful to understand what
aspects of change we need to focus on in organizational change because each
model of change offers a different perspective with its assumptions about the
nature of reality and organizational members. The selection of appropriate
change frame largely depends on the problems to be resolved. In the change
literature, with regard to the problems encountered, a number of scholars (Beer &
Nohria, 2000; Meaney & Pung, 2008; Probst & Raisch, 2005) particularly have

stressed that a high rate of failure has been experienced in change interventions.
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Moreover, Choi and Ruona (2013) state that many change efforts cannot
terminate as expected and nurture the sustainability of the intended change.
Supporting this fact, according to a global survey done by McKinsey &
Company (Meaney & Pung, 2008), two-third of participants stated that their
companies failed to reach a desirable change or a true “step change” in terms of

performance.

In relation to the reasons behind high failures in change initiatives, a number of
explanations come forward with respect to the educational and business
organizations; some of them are the following ones; failure in managing culture
construct (Burke, 2017), focusing on structural aspects of change by excluding
the human factor (Clegg & Walsh, 2004), poor management of change (Probst &
Raisch, 2005), not giving enough consideration to political, emotional, and moral
features of change (Hargreaves, 2005). In a similar fashion, recent educational
change attempts in Turkey have been criticized with respect to the following
concerns; paying little attention to the demands of teachers without employing a
participatory decision-making process (Toprak, 2017), ignoring the complexity
of educational changes involving sub-components (Egitim Reformu Girisimi,
2013).

Of these arguments about the great failures of change attempts, paying little
attention to human side of change or ignoring the micro level of understanding in
change is especially emphasized. For instance, Schneider, Brief, and Guzzo
(1996, p.7) noted that “If the people do not change, there is no organizational
change”. The great details of change are embedded in the behaviors of
organizational members (Orlikowski, 1996) and therefore, it is argued that
change necessarily takes place in a contextual setting of human social
interactions (Ford & Ford, 1995). With regard to the micro or individual level,
one important issue cited in the literature is the reactions or attitudes of people
toward change which are thought to be influential factors to comprehend the
basics of human side of change (Cunnigham et al., 2002) since the attitudes of
people are associated with their perceptions about the offered changes
(Prochaska et al., 1994); therefore, the attitudes of organizational members can
be precursors for the perceptions that are likely to shape the future course of the



change initiatives. In the relevant literature, different types of attitudes towards
change are listed as; openness to change (Wanberg & Banas, 2000), resistance to
change (Piderit, 2000), cynicism about change (Reichers, Wanous, & Austin,
1997), and readiness for change (Armenakis, Harris, & Mossholder, 1993).

Among the attitudes represented by people towards organizational change,
readiness of individuals towards organizational change is much stressed by some
scholars for the sake of successful change interventions (e.g., Armenakis &
Harris, 2009; Self & Schraeder, 2009; Stevens, 2013). Furthermore, more than 90
percent of conceptual works on change attitudes are studied within the frame of
readiness for change, along with resistance to change (Bouckenooghe, 2010).
The most cited definition of readiness for change is stated as “readiness is
reflected in organizational members’ beliefs, attitudes, and intentions regarding
the extent to which changes are needed and the organization’s capacity to
successfully make those changes in the environment” (Armenakis et al., 1993, p.
681) or “as the degree to which those involved are individually and collectively
primed, motivated and technically capable of executing the change” (Holt &
Vardaman, 2013, p. 9). Besides these definitions, readiness concept was
identified with the internal or cognitive orientation of people while resistance

refers to the external or behavioral reflections towards change.

The defining terms of the readiness concept (Armenakis et al., 1993; Holt &
Vardaman, 2013) imply that readiness for change seems to have a relationship
with cognitions rather than behavioral aspects. Accordingly, it can be thought
that readiness of individuals may not be explicitly shown since it relies on
cognitive processes and internal occurrences in mind. With a supporting
argument, Bernerth (2004) associates readiness with the first two steps
(unfreezing & change) of change model suggested by Lewin (1947). Drawing on
these, it can be concluded that the sense of readiness for change emerges before
acting on the proposed change. Hence, exploring the precursors of the readiness
concept is pivotal to understand how readiness develops and thereby turns into a

behavioral act.

In the relevant literature, there are a number of predictors cited that can influence
the readiness of people towards change. In relation to the classification of

6



predictors, Holt, Armenakis, Harris, and Feild (2007a) offered four main body of
predictors as individual, context, content, and process factors. Of these
predictors, the individual factors are linked much more with human side of
change while the others are more structural, procedural, and environmental. For
individual predictors, some of the mentioned ones in the relevant literature are
listed as self-efficacy, adaptability, growth-orientation, influencing skills
(Lehman, Greener, & Simpson, 2002), job related change self-efficacy
(Cunningham et al., 2002), perceived personal competence, and organizational
commitment (Kwahk & Kim, 2008).

With respect to the conceptualization of readiness in change process, Armenakis
at al. (1999) offer a three-step model for a successful change process. In this
model, readiness comes first as the process of attitude emergence towards the
proposed change; then, adoption becomes apparent thorough the application and
acceptance of the new orders conveyed by the initiated change; and last,
institutionalization happens by way of maintenance of the change as norms in the
organization. The model suggests that the successful beginning of a change
depends on making individuals ready. In another study of Armenakis et al.
(1993), creating readiness attitude is associated with the communicated change
message. Also, the components of an effective change message are reported as
having five aspects; personal valence, principal support, discrepancy,

appropriateness, and self-efficacy (Armenakis et al., 1999).

In the extant literature, it is noted that the differing interpretations of
organizational change by individuals turns the change process into a complex
matter (Van de Ven & Poole, 1995), but this varying cognitive positioning of
people has not much attracted the existing models and theories of organizational
change (Weber & Manning, 2001). Bearing this in mind, social cognition theory
(Bandura, 1986) also seems to have much to say about the individual side of
change, readiness of people, and some other potential predictors of readiness of
individuals towards change. Social cognition theory points out that each
individual perceives change differently because of cognitive processes people
experience while understanding change (Kezar, 2001; Weick, 1995). Moreover,

the relationship between change and people cognition have been examined in



order to understand how change, learning, and development occur. As a result of
this, some important terms around this topic were generated like knowledge
structures, cognitive schema (De Vos, 2002), sense-making (Weick, 1995),
cognitive cause-mapping (Weber & Manning, 2001), and cognitive dissonance
(Festinger, 1957; Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999).

In relation to all these processes, it is especially emphasized that people with
their varying sense-making mechanisms or cognitive schemas create different
realities or perception towards the encountered changes; so it is expected that
they generate dissimilar reactions or behaviors towards change; accordingly,
social cognition model helps us to examine how people interpret and make sense

of change through their cognitions (Harris, 1994).
1.2. Statement of the Problem

Depending on the respective literature briefly stated, it is evident that the past
change experiences in Turkish context do not satisfy the stakelholders in TES
because of the failures and the steps followed in change process. In addition, a
closer examination of human element in change process is much emphasized
through the bulk of studies published by Turkish scholars in recent years, for the
sake of getting a quality in change initiaitives rather than quantity. Bearing this in
mind, a comprehensive investigation of attitude change seems important to
capture how people become ready or show resistance towards the particular
change proposal (Novice Teacher Training Program) enacted by the MONE in
2016 (Resmi Gazete, 2016). While already studied with respect to a number of
predictors, readiness for change construct can be explored with the perspective of
Armenakis et al’s (1993; 1999) persuasive change message model through
designing an experimental setting in which attitudes of individuals can be

manipulated through influential change messages.

Based on this change message model for an effective enactment of change
process and following a rigorous range of scale development steps, Holt,
Armenakis, Feild, and Harris (2007b) offered a readiness for change scale with
four factors; management support, change-efficacy, appropriateness, and

personally beneficial. As evident from the literature above, the factors and items



of the scale show great similarity with five aspects (personal valence, principal
support, discrepancy, appropriateness, and self-efficacy) of change message,
which is required for ensuring readiness. In that sense, focusing on management
support, change-efficacy, appropriateness, and personal benefit aspects of a
change process, an effective change message can be conveyed to the
organizational members, which improve their readiness. An effective way of
conveying true change message appears quite substantive for creating readiness
among employees considering the suggestions provided by Armenakis et al.
(1993; 1999) and the readiness for change scale (Holt et al., 2007b).

Bearing this in mind, the participants of the Novice Teacher Training Program
have not attended the respective program. However, it is clear that they are the
most prospective members of the program and are likely to generate different
levels of readiness attitude towards the change considering the importance of the
proposed change for their professional career. In that sense, the already held-
readiness level of those prospective teachers can be assessed by the readiness for
change scale (Holt et al., 2007b) and their attitudes can be manipulated through
an effective change message. By this way, the manipulated readiness of
individuals towards change can be enhanced and the second step (adoption) of

change process may be easily maintained.

Regarding the occurrence of attitude change, the social cognition theory
pertaining to the organizational change literature describes an important term
called cognitive dissonance which is known as a disharmony state resulting from
opposing conditions among cognitive elements in mind (Festinger, 1957). In
other words, a newly encountered condition or situation challenges the current
beliefs or positions of individuals; so this challenging situation may urge people
to accept the new phenomena by changing previous beliefs in different extents.
The state of inconsistency between new and old order creates a sense of
discomfort and force individual to change one of three dynamics; perception
change, action change, or belief change in order to reach a consistency

(consonance).

As mentioned earlier, readiness for change is somewhat identified with the

internal and cognitive orientation of people towards change (Armenakis et al.,
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1993; Clarke, Ellett, Bateman, & Rugutt, 1996); in other words, it is a kind of
cognitive originator yielding the prospective behaviors that either resist or
support change; similarly the cognitive processes of people when encountered
with a new situation or change, either in dissonance or consonance, may have
some relations with readiness of people towards change because readiness is put
at the very beginning steps of organizational change process (Armenakis et al.,
1999; Bernerth, 2004; Choi & Ruona, 2011). Cognitive dissonance level of
people can be associated with these first steps because Cooper (2007) points out
that the level of discrepancy between two situations (new and old order) in the
mind of people affects the dissonance level (discomfort) of people. Similarly, a
new offered change is likely to be very positive or negative, in various degrees,
for individuals. Therefore, the results of change initiatives at the very beginning
can be readiness or not. To sum, the levels of cognitive dissonance of people and
their readiness for change seem to have some common implications to better
understand how people can be strengthened in terms of readiness by reducing
their tension (dissonance) and making them more comfortable (consonant) with

the offered changes.

In addition to the potential role of cognitive dissonance in comprehending
attitude change, another construct resilience meaning a type of power to recover
from adverse situations (Davidson et al., 2005) and a developmental process
occurring in the context of person-environment (Egeland, Pianta, & O'Brien,
1993) can also be related with both cognitive dissonance and readiness of people
towards change. Weick (1995) points out that sense-making process, the manner
of generating interpretation about the situations, can be facilitated through
resilience; namely sense making is prompted by change since old and new orders
in an organization may appear to urge the individual to have a certain position,
either readiness or resistance. In this hard and challenging condition, the
resiliency of individuals makes them stronger to think and act properly. In other
words, being resilient which is defined as having an adaptation mechanism
(Masten, 2001) makes individuals stronger against various difficulties of change
(e.g., being wvulnerable to new condition, experiencing stress, or showing
resistance). By this notion, resiliency of individuals may play a role in the

formation and degree of cognitive dissonance state, considering that cognitive
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dissonance is also a sense of adverse condition. To the assumptions of cognitive
dissonance theory (Festinger, 1957), this state of adversity triggers the formation
of attitude change to make individuals get rid of the respective adversity.
However, with a similar perspective, resiliency is also acknowledged as a
facilitator to heal adverse conditions for a better transformation process.
Accordingly, the question of how resilience and cognitive dissonance interacts in
the formation of readiness for change seems a promising issue for a further
exploration of readiness for change construct.

1.3. Purpose of the Study and Research Questions

Drawing upon the issues reported above, the main purpose of this study was two-
fold; 1) to investigate the magnitude of Readiness for Organizational Change
(RFOC) factors through the comparison of three different attitude groups
(negative attitude group, positive attitude group, and control group), and 2) to
test two separate path models investigating the nature of the relationships
between cognitive dissonance and resilience in predicting the magnitude of
RFOC dimensions among the prospective teachers within the context of a recent
change proposal, Novice Teacher Training Program. In particular, the current
study explored the mediating role of cognitive dissonance on the relationship
between resilience and the magnitude of RFOC variables (management support,
change efficacy, appropriateness, and personal benefit) dimensions, and tested
the predictive role of both resilience and cognitive dissonance in the magnitude
of RFOC factors.

To accomplish the goals of the study stated above, three main research questions
and the relevant hypotheses were generated.

1. How do the three groups of participants (positive attitude group, negative
attitude group, and control group) differentiate in the magnitude of

attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC?

Hypothesis 1: Treatment groups (positive attittude group & negative
attitude group) will significantly differentiate from the control group in

the magnitude of attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC.
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Hypothesis 2: Positive attitude group will not significantly differentiate
from the negative attitude group in the magnitude of attitude change

obtained for each dimension of RFOC.

2. How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the positive

attitude group?

3. How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the negative

attitude group?

As stated in the 2" and 3" research questions, another purpose of the study is to
test two different hypothesized models in which there are four factors of RFOC
as dependent variables (personal benefit, change efficacy, management support,
and appropriateness), cognitive dissonance as mediator, and resilience as
predictor. While the direct and indirect pathways illustrated in Figure 1 seem to
appear in one hypothesized model, the obtained data (negative attitude group and
positive attitude group) for each model differ. Thus, two different path analysis

will be performed with the same model but different participant groups.

Cognitive \ Personal Benefit
Dissonance
Change Efficacy

Resilience

Management
Support

Appropriateness

Figure 1. The hypothesized model of the 2™ and 3" research questions
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Based on the 2" and 3" research questions, the following hypotheses will be

tested in the current study:

Hypothesis 3: Cognitive dissonance will be positively related to the
magnitude of attitude change obtained for personal benefit in each attitude

group.

Hypothesis 4: Cognitive dissonance will be positively related to the

magnitude of attitude change obtained for change efficacy in each attitude
group.

Hypothesis 5: Cognitive dissonance will be positively related to the
magnitude of attitude change obtained for management support in each
attitude group.

Hypothesis 6: Cognitive dissonance will be positively related to magnitude of

attitude change obtained for appropriateness in each attitude group.

Hypothesis 7: Cognitive dissonance will be negatively related to resilience in

each attitude group.

Hypothesis 8: Resilience will be negatively related to the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for personal benefit through cognitive dissonance in

each attitude group.

Hypothesis 9: Resilience will be negatively related to the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for change efficacy through cognitive dissonance in

each attitude group.
Hypothesis 10: Resilience will be negatively related to the magnitude of

attitude change obtained for management support through cognitive

dissonance in each attitude group.
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Hypothesis 11: Resilience will be negatively related to the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for appropriateness through cognitive dissonance in

each attitude group.

1.4. Significance of the Study

As discussed above, change interventions and their potential results are vital to
maintain a large-scale change in big organizations like the MONE. Therefore, the
results of the study are expected to have significant contributions to theory,

research, and practice in the field of educational change.

As part of this study, being inspired by the seminal works of Armenakis et al.
(1993; 1999) about the role of conveying proper change message in creating
readiness for change among the organizational members, the process of
delivering two different change messages, having either positive or negative
content, to the prospective members of the respective change was experimentally
investigated. The results of the experimentation provided novel insights by
proving that the influence strategies prior to change attempts became quite
effective. Through the experimental steps within the comparison of three
different groups, the magnitudes of variations in attitude-change observed in the
process exhibit inspiring knowledge about the transformation of attitudes
depending on the inputs addressed to the attendants of the study.

In addition, it is evident that the bulk of organizational change literature largely
documents the potential variables associated with readiness for change construct
while this study attempts to explore the effectiveness of change message model
in creating readiness for change. Moreover, in view of the studies on change
attempts in educational organizations, the application of this model is quite
distinctive and informative for the educational change efforts. In brief, the
present study provides a practical application of change-message-model of
Armenakis et al. (1993; 1999) which has attracted the attention of many scholars

in more than twenty-five years of research.

The idea of applying the change message model in Turkish Education context

also required adapting the RFOC scale of Holt et al. (2007b), which was
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basically constructed around the respective change message model, into Turkish.
Conducting the necessary validity and reliability checks of the scale, a well-
known RFOC scale of the organizational change literature was made ready to use
for Turkish scholars in the field of educational change. Four-factor RFOC scale
focuses on different aspects (management support, change-efficacy, personal
benefit, and appropriateness) of readiness, all of which have been empirically
studied and extensively discussed by a number of scholars. In that sense, this
compact scale which has been applied in different organizational settings,
appears to contribute a lot to our understanding of educational change attempts in

national context.

A distinctive outcome of this study is also the use of cognitive dissonance theory
in examining attitude change in educational context. As one of popular topics in
social psychology, cognitive dissonance theory has been extensively utilized to
explore attitude change of individuals in various areas (e.g., marketing,
education, health, and politics). In that sense, the cognitive adventure of people
in the course of receiving new information (change message) may shed light on
the concept of readiness for change. Accordingly, at the experimental settings,
the change message model was also scrutinized by way of observing the
participants who experienced cognitive dissonance owing to the contradictory
change messages against their existing beliefs or attitudes. In addition, as
hypothesized, the empirical association of cognitive dissonance with readiness
for change was verified. It is also expected that examination of cognitive
dissonance with respect to the readiness for change in educational context will
create a stimulation for the educational change scholars by focusing on the
ground-breaking topic (cognitive dissonance) of social psychology because the
exploration of educational change efforts from the perspective of cognitive

dissonance theory appears relatively sparse.

As part of the investigation of cognitive dissonance within an educational change
context, the cognitive dissonance thermometer (Eliot & Devine, 1994) was also
translated into Turkish by following the required validity and reliability checks.
While the dissonance literature notes the challenge of measuring dissonance

experience of individuals (Devine, Tauer, Barron, Elliot, & Vance, 1999), the
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scale developed by Eliot & Devine (1994) has become the most cited among the
alternative assessments of cognitive dissonance construct. Therefore, the
adaptation of the respective scale into Turkish will be useful for Turkish
scholars. It is also evident that the Turkish literature does not pay enough
attention to the dissonance studies, especially in the context of attitude changes
in educational organizations while the literature about 60 years of classic theory
documents numerous interpretation of it and thousands of empirical studies
(Fried & Aronson, 1995).

Another output of this research is the use of resilience construct for the
exploration of attitude change among the prospective participants of the
particular training program. Resilience has a wide array of applications in
differing areas of research (e.g., trauma, poverty, and academic achievement), the
application of construct from the perspective of attitude change in educational
settings is comparatively limited. Therefore, understanding the role of resilience
through a hypothesized model is likely to create a fruitful discussion for the
scholars, practitioners, and policy-makers in the field.

Along with the separate contribution of the experiments and adapted scales, two
different hypothesized models with three variables (resilience, cognitive
dissonance, and readiness for change with four-factor) also provide significant
findings in order to observe the process of attitude change in educational
organizations. Although the hypothesized model did not fully comply with the
findings gathered in the path analysis, some distinctive associations between
certain variables offer informative knowledge for the application of the change
process to the stakeholders in the field.

1.5. Definition of the Terms
The definitions of the respective terms used in this research were reported below;

Readiness for Organizational Change: “...is reflected in organizational members'
beliefs, attitudes, and intentions regarding the extent to which changes are

needed and the organization's capacity to successfully make those changes”
(Armenakis et al., 1993, p. 681).
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Change Efficacy: “...the extent to which organizational members felt confident
that they would perform well and be successful” (Holt et al., 2007b, p. 241).

Appropriateness: “...the extent to which members felt that a change was needed
(i.e., discrepancy) [and]...the extent to which members felt the change would be

beneficial to the organization (i.e., organizational valence)” (Holt et al., 2007b, p.
241).

Management Support: “...the extent to which organizational members felt senior
leaders supported the change” (Holt et al., 2007b, p. 241).

Personal Benefit: “...whether the change was perceived to be personally
beneficial” (Holt et al., 2007b, p. 241).

Resilience: “The capacity of the individual to effectively modulate and monitor
an ever-changing complex of desires and reality constraints —that is the primary
basis of long-term adaptability (Block & Kremen, 1996, p. 359).

Cognitive Dissonance: A psychologically uncomfortable state resulting from

opposing conditions among cognitive elements in mind (Festinger, 1957).
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CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

In this section, a comprehensive literature review with regard to organizational
change, the different models of organizational change, readiness for organizational
change, cognitive dissonance theory, resilience, and an educational change proposal
(Novice Teacher Training Program) is presented. First of all, the literature about
organizational change is provided in order to illustrate the number of dimensions or
aspects of change because the field of organizational change has a number of varying
facets, each of which stands for different side of change. Additionally, readiness for
organizational change is especially explained in the context of organizational change
literature. Subsequently, the literature about cognitive dissonance theory is briefly
provided to reflect how cognitive dissonance can be associated with organizational
change and readiness for change literature. Afterwards, the literature about resiliency
and its factors are discussed in order to outline what resilience means for teachers
and particularly readiness for organizational change. Last, the Novice Teacher
Training Program, a large scale nationwide change proposal offered by the MONE,
is briefly described in order to indicate why the respective change is chosen as an

assessment mechanism in the current study.
2.1. Organizational Change

The ever-increasing pace of innovations, the growing amount of expenditures on
research and development, and the changing habits of people have made us observe
the concept of change a lot more than before. In short, change has become an
inevitable part of human life. With regard to the delineation of change concept,
Burke (2017) identifies organizational change with the following practices;
executing fundamental alterations in the existing ways, re-organizing the structure

for decision-making and accountability, and generating new vision for the
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organizational members. According to Herold and Fedor (2008), organizational
change refers to the revisions of the extant work practices and approaches affecting a
whole organization. While the varying definitions of change are more or less framing
a common boundary of the concept, understanding and implementing change has

evolved through the new perspectives having emerged in the extant literature.

In fact, the seminal explanations of Lewin (1947) about organizational change have
been assumed to be a pioneering path in the conceptualization of change. In his
three-stage approach, change was identified with the steps; unfreeze, change, and
freeze (or refreeze). In the first step, the implementation of change launches through
the communication of information, which provides the discrepancy between the
existing state and the looked-for state, to the organizational members. In the
following step, generation of new values, attitudes, and behaviors comes. Last, the
maintenance of new condition is guaranteed. Since those times, depending on
varying metaphors like machine, political system, organisms, and flux and
transformation (Cameron & Green, 2015; Morgan, 2006), a number of different
models have been proposed to illustrate the change process by the scholars
(Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999; Beckhard & Harris, 1987; Bridges, 1991; Kotter,
1995, etc.).

2.1.1.Models of organizational change

The organizational change literature has provided a number of helpful models and
theories for explaining the changes that organizations carry out. It is evident that
change practices differ in scope, content, context, and process. Therefore, change
agents are advised to figure out a proper framework or language in order to better
notice the nature of their particular change practices, which helps them attain a
“peripheral vision” (Cameron & Green, 2015). Each model of change illustrates a
simplified picture of the organization through answering the following questions;
why the particular change happens; how it will proceed; and what it will result in
(Kezar, 2001). In this section, some prominent approaches of the organizational

change literature explaining the change process are provided.
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2.1.1.1. Content, context, process, and outcome models of organizational

change

Reviewing the theoretical and empirical studies conducted between the years of
1990-1998, Armenakis and Bedeian (1999) formulated four facets of a typical
organizational change as; content, contextual, process, and outcome (criterion)
issues. Guiding a number of research in organizational change in the subsequent
years (e.g., Holt et al., 2007b; Walker, Armenakis, & Bernerth, 2007), the proposed
model helped the researchers comprehend the boundaries of a change happening in
an organization. The meta-analysis of Damanpour (1991) also supports the
importance of the respective issues through stating that the success of change
attempts is more likely to be related with the fit between content, context, and
process of a change rather than the nature of change executed. In that sense, the
model of Armenakis and Bedeian (1999) seemed to function as a promising

perspective to comprehend change practices.
2.1.1.1.1. Content issues

Content research focuses on the question of what is involved in a change (Burke,
2017). In other words, what the constituents of modern organizational changes are
either for successful or unsuccessful attempts (Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999). Some
scholars offered varying elements reflecting the content of an organizational change.
The models of Burke and Litwin (1992) and Vollman (1996) offer some content
elements such as organization structure, strategic orientation, and organization

environment fit (as cited in Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999).

In addition, as presented in Figure 2, Dainty and Kakabadse (1990) suggested a
framework explaining the content of change as; structure, task, people, and
technology. The framework puts people as the central element of a change-content,
interacting with all other aspects of the content. In this respect, the so-called
importance of human factor in change process also seems to be validated through the

perspective of change-content elements.
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Structure Task

People

Technology

Figure 2. Content components of organizational change. Reprinted from “Organizational
change: A strategy for successful implementation by P. Dainty and A. Kakabadse, 1990,
Journal of Business and Psychology, 4(4), p. 466. Copyright 1990 by the Springer.

2.1.1.1.2. Context issues

The contextual issues of change are identified with the conditions pertaining to
organization’s internal and external environment. The external context issues are
regarded as governmental regulations, technological developments, and conditions
affecting competition in marketplace while the internal context issues are reported as
change history, degree of organizational slack, and level of specialization
(Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999). Apart from these contextual aspects, management
attitude toward changes and managerial tenure (Damanpour, 1992), and trust
(Bouckenoghe, 2009) are also stated as other contextual variables.

2.1.1.1.3. Process issues

Process factors are associated with the actions employed during the application of a
change attempt (Armenakis & Bedeian, 1999). With respect to the question of how
change occurs and proceeds, a number of suggestions have been made. However, in
their reviews, Armenakis and Bedeian (1999) explained the process issues with two
stages as; phases of implementing change and stages in understanding change. With
respect to the phases as part of the change implementation, for example, Lewin
(1947) identified the change process with three steps as; unfreezing, moving, and
refreezing. In addition, with a more comprehensive approach, Judson (1991) offered

a five-step change model for explaining the process of organizational change; (1)
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analyzing and planning the change; (2) communicating the change; (3) gaining
acceptance of new behaviors; (4) changing from the status quo to a desired state; and
(5) consolidating and institutionalizing the new state. Similar to the previous models
of change, Kotter (1995) offers an eight-step change model as; (1) creating a sense of
urgency; (2) building a guiding coalition; (3) forming a strategic vision and
initiatives; (4) enlisting a volunteer army; (5) enabling action by removing barriers;
(6) generating short-term wins; (7) sustaining acceleration; and (8) instituting
change. In relation to the stages for understanding change, following a series of
interviews with managers, Isabella (1990) stated four periods for understanding how
a change proceeds; anticipation, confirmation, culmination, and aftermath periods.
Similar to the naming of Isabella (1990), Jaffe, Scott, and Tobe (1994) presented a

four-stage model of change as; denial, resistance, exploration, and commitment.
2.1.1.1.4. Outcome issues

According to Armenakis and Bedeian (1999), employee attitudes are regarded as the
outcome side of organizational change such as stress, commitment, resistance,
receptivity, and associated personal aspects. These reactions are assessed to have the
critical roles for the success of changes within the content and context domains.
Depending on this perspective, the importance of human side of change or personal
factors seems evident. Supporting this argument, Clegg and Walsh (2004) noted the
importance of employee attitude by stating that ignoring individual side of change
may bring about unsuccessful change outcomes. In relation to the research about
employee attitude in the extant literature, Bouckenooghe (2009) reported the
classification of individual reactions towards change as negative and positive
employee attitudes. In the subsequent sections of the literature review, this issue was

discussed as employee attitude.
2.1.2. Theories of organizational change

The alternative explanations and theories are abundant as explained in the previous
section. Another prominent and inclusive approach explaining the process of
organizational change was offered by Van De Ven and Poole (1995), as life cycle,
dialectical, teleological, and evolutionary. Including the respective theories of

organizational change (Van De Ven & Poole, 1995) and utilizing the cultural model
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and social-cognition approach of organizational change, Kezar (2001) provided a

critical synthesis of organizational change approaches.
2.1.2.1. Evolutionary theory

Evolutionary model of change is reproduced by the term biological evolution (Van
De Ven & Poole, 1995). However, the evolutionary model is classified as social
evolutionary and biological models. According to Morgan (2006), biological
changes represent the slow-stream changes shaped by the environmental factors, in
which change is dependent on situational variables like natural selection process.
Social evolutionary model also adopted similar concepts by explaining the changes
in disciplines like political science and sociology. The emphasis in evolutionary

model is slow process of change and interdependency of events.

Based on the evolutionary model, some different examples of evolutionary models
are also discussed in the literature. One is resource-dependency model in which
change leaders are active agents and organizations have more interactive structure,
another one is strategic choice approach in which leaders choose optimum setting to
steer the course of change by predicting possible alterations (Cameron, 1991).
Besides that, another evolutionary model is population-ecology which is based on
the diversification of sources and supports for certain organizational activities. In this
model, the demographic features of setting along with the decisions taken by groups
of organizations are critical for the survival of the organization. Last, chaos theory is
also reflected in evolutionary theory. It frames change as unplanned actions and
therefore it responds to the change organically in accordance with the environmental

demands.
2.1.2.2. Teleological theory

Teleological theory is based on the idea that the development of organizations goes
on towards a goal or purpose. There is an envisioned end state for organizations to
reach that goal with a planned and linear manner (Van de Ven & Poole, 1995). The
most distinctive agent of the theory is the leader, change-master who arranges all
details of development such as goal formulation, implementation, evaluation, etc. In

addition to this, under the field of teleological theory, some different approaches are
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also clustered like strategic planning, total quality management, scientific

management, organizational development, and adaptive learning (Kezar, 2001).

This model puts the leader at the center of change and follows a rational, linear, and
planned way to reach the desired state in the change process. However, the theory is
criticized since it identifies the process of change as an overly rational and linear
process (Dufty, 1980) and ignores culture, cognition, and the instability of
conditions. It is evident that managers cannot have full control over all of the aspects
of change in complex organizations of modern time. Therefore, to launch a
transformational change is rather difficult for a model that is overly dependent on the

change-master’s power and guide.
2.1.2.3. Life cycle theory

Life cycle theory is a kind of developmental model like some other developmental
theories; moral development, human development, cognitive development (Van de
Ven & Poole, 1995). In life cycle theory, organizations are thought to follow birth,
growth, maturity, and decline stages of natural cycle (Goodman, 1982). In a similar
vein, according to Burke (2017), organic growth is a distinctive metaphor for life-
cycle theory because growth is cumulative and conjunctive in which previous stages
are followed by later stages (Van de Ven & Poole, 1995). As for criticism, life-cycle
theory is considered to be quite conceptual rather than empirical; also organizations
do not always proceed with certain stages of linear development (Kezar, 2001).

2.1.2.4. Dialectical theory

Dialectical theory is stated by Van de Ven and Poole (1995) as “dialectical theory
begins with Hegelian assumption that the organizational entity exists in a pluralistic
world of colliding events, forces, or contradictory values that compete with each
other for domination and control (p. 517).” At the end of this competition, each
thesis and its antithesis (opposing force) produce a synthesis. In this theory, the
social interactions of the contrasting powers cause opposition, struggle, political
bargaining, and conflict. Therefore, change does not progress in a rational and
planned way like teleological, evolutionary, and life-cycle theory (Kezar, 2001). The
outcome of the process is determined by the powerful agent. With regard to the

criticisms for this theory, ignoring the power of the environment is stated as
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problematic; also the theory does not give any guidance for the administrators to use.
It just states the existence of powers. Besides that, in dialectical theory, a macro-

approach was highlighted rather than micro-oriented approach.
2.1.2.5. Cultural theory

In cultural theory, the change process is described as long and slow paced since the
alterations in organization are not just limited to the structural mechanisms, but
especially values, beliefs, myths, and rituals (Schein, 1985). Moreover, the
phenomenological and social constructivist approaches are focus of interest in this
theory (Kezar, 2001); therefore, change is perceived to be very deep in nature and
have many segments. With regard to the similarities with other theories, cultural
theory is similar with social cognition theory in terms of the emphasis on collective
process of change and important role of each individual. For instance, for this
parallelism, Martin (1992) states that all organizational members have unique
understanding of organizational culture; therefore, the attempt of change is as
difficult as the diversity of people. On the other hand, according to Burnes (1996),
this theory is sometimes seen impractical for application because change issue is
perceived as long-term with layers of culture that give the notion that change cannot

be handled with so many details.

2.1.2.6. Social cognition theory

In the organizational change literature, the process of learning and development in
change process was explained with life-cycle model (Van De Ven & Poole, 1995);
however, the social learning theory and the role of individual cognition in
interpreting the environment (Bandura, 1977) has led the scholars to generate new
kinds of interpretations for understanding change process through the framework of
cognitive processes. In addition to this, the development of cognitive psychology
took place because of the frustration with the behaviorist approach towards learning.
Cognitive theory is based on the idea that the problems and emotions are shaped
through the manner of our thinking and individuals change their approaches to the
conditions by way of altering their thought process (Cameron & Green, 2015).

Depending on these perspectives, the interpretation of change has also been done
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through exploring the cognitive approach in change, which is delineated as social

cognition model (Kezar, 2001).

Social cognition model emphasizes that organizations are not comprised of a distinct
and universal reality that is observed similarly by everyone, but instead socially
constructed entities are perceived differently by each individual. In other words, in
terms of viewing organizations, the functionalist theories (teleological, evolutionary,
life cycle, and dialectical) advocate that organization is a single and similar
constituent in all people’s perceptions, but the social cognition model puts the
individual at the center of analysis by advocating that members of organizations with
their cognitive processes and thereby various attitudes make the organizations
people-specific rather than single unit. Therefore, the insight of this model about
organizational change is based on the idea that the cognitions of people were thought
to be useful to understand what kinds of cognitive processes drive people to accept
or resist something in the course of change implementation (Kezar, 2001). This type
of model takes the individual as core element to understand and make sense of the
proposed change (Harris, 1994). Instead of macro-oriented change in which human
side of change is ignored, individuals are considered as the change agent with their
various views about the change and its component because individuals actually make
up the system (Tsoukas & Chia, 2002).

Besides the social cognition model, some other models exploring the relationship
between cognitive processes and change have also been articulated by some scholars.
These are cybernetics (Morgan, 2006), cognitive dissonance (Festinger, 1957;
Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999), cognitive schema (De Vos, 2002; Weber & Manning,
2001), and sense-making (Weick, 1995).

Cybernetics is based on the premise that the social cognition rejects prescribed
developmental processes in change, but the functioning of change is explained with
individuals’ brain analogy. In particular, cybernetics defines the change process as
complex, multi-layered, and overlapping sequences of processes (Morgan, 2006).
The results of change attempts can be as various as the number of frames of

references or mental models (Kezar, 2001).
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Cognitive Dissonance theory explains that the conflicting cognitions (dissonance)
lead individuals to look for stability (consonance) (Festinger, 1957). The course of
transformation from dissonance state to consonance state yield attitude change
(Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999). Therefore, understanding the cognitive processes a

person experiences is vital to explore individual change.

Cognitive schema is defined as the sense making mechanism of individuals to
interpret the environment (Weber & Manning, 2001). Similarly, De Vos (2002)
states that cognitive schema is a kind of reference frame serving as a guide for
individuals to comprehend actions, events, and situations. In this environment,
members of organizations receiving new information try to process it in order to
generate various behaviors in accordance with their understandings. Likewise, for
individuals, change attempts are also new atmospheres that sometimes contradict or
accord with the existing knowledge of people because of their frame of reference in

their cognitions.

Sense making deals with how people interpret their environment and restructure the
reality (Weick, 1995). The encountered change urges the individuals to take a
position towards it; afterwards, individuals try to reframe the new situation and show
reactions in different patterns. These patterns are the multiple realties of a change
that are constructed by differing cognitions and interpretations of people. For Weick
(1995), sense making is prompted by change since old and new orders in an

organization may come up against by urging the individual to have a certain position.
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2.2. Attitudes toward Change

In the field of organizational change, there has been a broad consensus that how
organizational members respond to the offered change has to do with the successful
implementation of that particular change (e.g., Bovey & Hede, 2001; Piderit, 2000).
Based on this perspective, a proper exploration of human attitude becomes vital to
figure out a change journey with a foreseeable outcome. In that sense, the extant
literature points out the importance of change at micro level (individual level or
human side of change) (Beer & Nohria, 2000; Bouckenooghe, 2009; Clegg & Walsh,
2004). Attitude toward a change is delincated as one’s general evaluation of the
proposed change (Petty & Brinol, 2010) and psychological disposition emerged
through the evaluation of the change as favor and disfavor with a varying degree
(Eagly & Chaiken, 1998). The development of attitude toward change starts at an
early stage when individuals first receive the information about the forthcoming
change. That particular information leads organizational members to generate beliefs
and emotions, either positive or negative, about the change (Petty & Brinol, 2010).
Depending on the strength and direction (positive or negative) of the information
provided in this early stage, it can be concluded that the varying degree of attitudes

toward change are likely to occur.

In the extant literature, a number of types of attitudes towards change are reported.
These are as follows: openness to change referring the willingness of organizational
members to support the change (Wanberg & Banas, 2000); cynicism about change
meaning the pessimistic position of individuals towards the proposed change
(Reichers, Wanous, & Austin, 1997); resistance to change meaning negative
external or behavioral orientation toward change (Clarke et al., 1996; Piderit, 2000);
and readiness for change referring to the extent of beliefs, attitudes, and intentions
held by organizational members towards the necessity of a change and the
organization’s competence to successfully execute the intended change (Armenakis
etal., 1993).

Interpreting behaviors of people requires understanding their reactions or perceptions
in change process (Cunnigham et al., 2002). Therefore, according to Prochaska and

his colleagues (1994), the attitudes of people are precursors about how they perceive
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the offered change. Accordingly, individual attitudes seem vital to steer the course of

change process in terms of human side.

In addition to this, studies about attitude towards change seem to offer to analyze
attitudes of people with different pre-defined factors. For example, in the literature
about attitude towards change, the tripartite attitude structure (cognitive, emotional,
and intentional) is proposed by Piderit (2000) by giving reference to the early
attitude theorists (Katz, 1960; Rosenberg & Hovland, 1960). However, especially in
readiness for change, with regard to the use of three-dimensional factor structure,
there is still disagreement. For instance, intentional factor is thought to be excluded
from three dimensions (Rafferty, Jimmieson, & Armenakis, 2013) because of the
fact that intentions are much more associated with motivational factors that affect
behavior (Ajzen, 1991) not the attitude. Yet, with a broader approach, Piderit (2000)
does not exclude intentional from attitudes towards change by stating that conative
side of the attitude can just be reflected with intentional level. On the other hand,
Holt and his colleagues (2007b) followed a different path for developing a readiness
for change construct, proposing four-factor model (appropriateness, management
support, change efficacy, and personally beneficial), which are similar to the five
important components (self-efficacy, principal support, discrepancy, appropriateness,

and personal valence) of change message (Armenakis et al., 1999; Bernerth, 2004).
2.3. Organizational Change and Employee Attittude Studies in Turkish Context

In Turkish Education System (TES), it has become common to observe an
accelerating speed of change attempts in the last decades (Erdogan, 2014),
depending on the technological, social, and political factors. Since the foundation of
the Turkish Republic in 1923, a total of 64 education ministers have been assigned to
the MONE (MONE, 2017), which is indicative of the fact that TES has always been
open to different and fast-changing educational agendas offered by each minister.
Supporting this argument, with respect to the recent changes, Erdogan (2014)
criticized the manners employed in change attemtps in recent years by noting that the
guantity has superceded the quality and change attempts have not been critically

evaluated in terms of advantages and disadvantages.
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The growing desires of the top administrative units for changing the components of
education seems to be disconnected with the desires of teachers because a recent
study (Duman et al., 2014) about the interest of prospective teachers towards the
educational changes indicates that they do not want to follow change attempts by
noting that educational policies are unstable and lack of long-term-vision. The rapid
and constant change attempts have made them lose their trust in change initiatives. In
addition, the educational change attempts are constantly being repeated through
dismantling the former practices within a short cycle (Inal, 2012) while readiness
(piloting), adoption, and institutionalization steps in an order should be followed for
a succesful change process (Armenakis et al., 1999). In other words, maintaining a
change as a norm in organizations takes time considering the required piloting and
implementation processes. In that sense, it seems imperative a good road map before
offering changes in educational organizations in order to avoid the failures in change

attempts and subsequently exhausted stakeholders.

Considering the importance of employee attitude in change attempts (Bouckenooghe,
2009; Clegg & Walsh, 2004), the critical role of teachers appears to be disregarded
because of the manners employed in change attempts in TES (Tiirkan & Grossman,
2011). Given the significance of employee attitude in organizational change attempts
(Armenakis, Harris, & Mossholder, 1993; Herscovitch & Meyer, 2002; Wanous,
Reichers, & Austin, 2000) and educational change attempts (Aksit, 2007;
Hargreaves, 2005), Turkish scholars have much more focused on this issue by
studying different types of attittudes towards change within the TES in recent years.
As presented in Table 2, there are a number of studies related with employee
attittudes towards change in Turkish context. Most of the studies are related with
readiness for organizational change and resistance to change. While there are some
studies investigating some different constructs (e.g., trust, job satisfaction,
knowledge sharing, distributed leadership) associated with attittude variables, most
of the studies focused on some common categorical variables. With respect to the
categorical variables, the common ones are gender and years of experience. The
other variables are listed as level of education, number of students at school, number
of teachers at school, employment status, having child, marital status, school type
(elementary, secondary, and high school), teaching field, professional rank,
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participating in in-service training, participating in a change project, class, GPA, and
field of study.

In Turkish context, the scholarly orientation towards attitude studies in the last years
reveals that there is a growing research interest in this particular topic, probably
because of large-scale changes (4+4+4 compulsory education reform, Fatih Project,
project schools, etc.) that have happened recently. However, in some of these
particular studies, one important point to note is that target educational change or
change initiative was not reported with respect to the measured employee attitude. In
such studies, addressing which type of change is meant in the relevant research can
sustain a consistent change issue in the minds of the respondents. Otherwise, the
resistance or readiness level of the participants can be misleading if there is not a
specific change initiative. In addition, the studies were conducted in different cities
of Turkey. In brief, the importance of teacher attitude in change attempts attracts the
scholary interest as the relevant literature supports the cruciality of employee attitude

in change initiatives.
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2.4. Readiness for Organizational Change

In change literature, readiness for organizational change is expressed as “readiness is
reflected in organizational members’ beliefs, attitudes, and intentions regarding the
extent to which changes are needed and the organization’s capacity to successfully
make those changes in the environment” (Armenakis et al.,, 1993, p. 681).
Differently, Clarke et al. (1996) defined it as internal and cognitive orientation of
people towards organizational change. On the other hand, in OC literature, Bernerth
(2004) puts the readiness to the first two steps of change phases which were

conceptualized by Lewin (1947) as unfreezing, moving, and refreezing.

Readiness for change has been studied by several scholars (Bouckenooghe & Devos,
2007; Shah, 2009; Weiner, 2009) with different perspectives. The broadest study in
relation to the factors affecting readiness for organizational change was done by Holt
and his colleagues (2007a). In this study, the predictors of readiness are classified
under four headings as; process factors meaning how change goes on, content factors
referring to what change includes, context factors meaning in which conditions or
settings change goes on, and individual factors that are the personal attributes of
people experiencing change. All of these dimensions give chance of separate
examination of different predictors in readiness issue. For instance, the research done
so far indicates that some attributes of people like self-efficacy, adaptability,
influencing skills (Lehman, Greener, & Simpson, 2002), organizational commitment
(Kwahk & Kim, 2008), and change self-efficacy in job (Cunningham et al., 2002)

are helpful to make them ready for a newly offered change.

As mentioned earlier, it is known that the individual side of change or micro level of
understanding refers to members in organization. Accordingly, for the readiness of
people towards changes, the individual characteristics of people should be much
more analyzed for the sake of successful changes. All in all, making individuals
ready at the first steps of change seems critical for the successful implementation of
a change plan.

In the literature, readiness for change construct has been associated with a range of
variables through classifications under four factors; individual, context, content, and

process (see Table 3).
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Table 3
Predictors of Readiness for Organizational Change

Individual Factors  Context Factors Content Factors Process Factors
Self-efficacy Trust Feedback Communication
Personal Valence Change History Job types Participation
Organizational Discrepancy Policies Management
Commitment Support

& Structures

Adaptability Organizational
Culture

Note. Reprinted from “Investigation of the relationship between teachers’ readiness for
organizational change and resilience,” by O. Caliskan, p. 22, Unpublished Master Thesis,
Middle East Technical University, Ankara.

However, the empirical association of the readiness sub-factors (management
support, change-efficacy, personally beneficial, appropriateness) with those variables
Is not much discussed while the total readiness construct is reported. In addition, the
probability that the relative importance of five key beliefs steering change
(discrepancy, appropriateness, efficacy, principal support, and valence) may not be
equally important for change recipients was emphasized and suggested for further
research (Cole, Harris, & Bernerth, 2006; Armenakis & Harris, 2009).

For these reasons, this literature review was put together with the rationale that each
factor of readiness should be separately discussed since each dimension
(appropriateness, management support, change-efficacy, and personal benefit) stands
for a different aspect of the construct. The literature review was organized depending
on the direct empirical reports of the studies or interpretations of the findings about
readiness for change and positive attitudes towards change. The discussed variables
associated with the factors of readiness for change are not totally exclusive for one
factor, but maybe inclusive for other factors because the readiness construct has been
assessed as a total scale in most studies without separately discussing the sub-scales
of it. In that sense, any variable associated with readiness in the literature will

potentially have a shared variance for each factor in the total scale. Therefore, some
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variables can be associated with more than one readiness factor depending on the

evidence derived from the literature.
2.4.1. Appropriateness

Appropriateness refers to the extent to which one feels the offered change is proper
for the organization, or not (Holt et al., 2007b). The perceived degree of
appropriateness by organizational members for an offered change provides a basis
for the creation of readiness for change. Based on the items of appropriateness
factor, as part of readiness for change scale, suggested by Holt et al. (2007b) and the
defining terms (Armenakis et al., 1993; Coole et al., 2006), the perception of
appropriateness is defined with the following aspects; organizational valence of the
proposed change, the discrepancy between the current state and the intended state,
and the perceived personal benefit.

In the extant literature, as stated by Self and Schreader (2009), employees need to be
convinced that the efforts for the proposed change are really appropriate; otherwise,
resisting behaviors could be observed. Being one of crucial five aspects that a change
message should contain for effective organizational change (Armenakis et al., 1999;
Bernerth, 2004), the perceived degree of appropriateness by organizational members
appears to be quite pivotal not only for organizational change but also for readiness
for change. In other words, appropriateness indicates the probability that
organizational members can embrace the stated change-vision or display hesitancy

for the projected change depending on the organizational and individual factors.

As a key component of change messages in determining the course of change
process, change appropriateness has been regarded as a critical precursor leading the
extent of buy-in by organizational members (Armenakis, Bernerth, Pitts, & Walker,
2007). The prominent book of Kepner and Tregoe, The Rational Manager (1965),
gives us the earlier insights about the appropriateness term for change-agents
(Armenakis et al., 2007). In that research, the art of management and problem-
solving were explained through indicating the appropriate ways of corrective actions
in different organizational circumstances, which offers implications why the
perception of appropriateness is substantial for successful outcomes in change

attempts.
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With respect to a broader framework explaining the course of appropriateness, social
accounts (Bies, 1987) which are defined as the managerial rationalizations and
excuses for influencing the perceptions of others for a situation, is also associated
with change appropriateness (Rousseau & Tijoriwala, 1999; Armenakis et al., 2007).
Social account is a kind of justification or explanation through which one side
(manager) can manipulate the other side’s (employees) perception of 1)
responsibility for an action; 2) motives for an action; and 3) the unfavorability of an
action” (Sitkin & Bies, 1993, p. 353). The strength of social accounts effects the
navigation of perceptions. Regarding the usage and effectiveness of social accounts,
Sitkin and Bies (1993) reviewed the empirical studies and identified two key
influential factors; 1) message-communicator characteristics as perceived adequacy
of the account and perceived sincerity of account giver); and 2) situational factors as
outcome negativity and audience characteristics. With respect to the message-
communicator characteristics, the perceived adequacy of account (explanation) is
quite similar to the communicated change message which affects readiness for
change (Armenakis et al., 1993). With a similar perspective, the sincerity of account
giver is like the perceived trust in management influencing readiness for change. In
brief, the social accounts approach and its antecedents can be associated with change
appropriateness, and can also be a useful guide for exploring how a particular change
is perceived to be appropriate by organizational members.

In accordance with the issues explaining the appropriateness detailed above, the
organizational change literature was scanned in order to explore potential variables
that can be associated with this particular construct. According to a study conducted
by Coole et al. (2006), change appropriateness is positively correlated with job
satisfaction, organizational commitment, but negatively correlated with role
ambiguity and turnover intentions. Creating the sense of feeling that the proposed
change is really appropriate for the organization could be through the practices
which will provide persuasive information to the organizational members about the
proposed change. Given the importance of persuasive communication in change
process (Armenakis et al., 1993; Armenakis & Harris, 2002), the delivery of
justifications about the proposed change will launch the creation of readiness for
change and supportive attitudes (Armenakis et al. 1993; Young & Post, 1993).

Therefore, an effective and trust-based communication channel is likely to be pivotal
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in conveying the right and convincing message to the employees, and so in
contributing to the appropriateness side of readiness for change. In a study about the
changes occurring in governmental organizations (McKay, Kuntz, & Naswall, 2013),
it was reported that the perceived adequacy of change related communication
positively predicts the perceived appropriateness of change. In particular, employees
considering change-related communications as informative and timely delivered
reported more positive perception of appropriateness. In the same study, it was also
reported that adequacy of change related communication impacts resistance to
change through the perceived change-appropriateness while the perceived
participation in decision-making in change process did not have any relationship

with change-appropriateness (McKay et al., 2013).

In addition, in amother study conducted in health-care sector (Paré, Sicotte, & Poba-
Nzaou, 2010), change appropriateness as a key sentiment in creating readiness was
found to have positive influence on the organizational members’ perception of
organizational readiness. In the same study, it was also reported that change
appropriateness was positively correlated with top-management support, presence of
effective champion which refers to individuals actively promoting personal vision
for change, organizational history of change, organizational flexibility, change
efficacy, and self-efficacy, but negatively correlated with organizational conflicts
and politics (Par¢ et al., 2010).

2.4.2. Management support

Management support is defined as “the extent to which one feels that the
organization’s leadership and management are or are not committed to and support
or do not support implementation of the prospective change” (Holt et al., 2007b, p.
239). The management support is assessed through the perceptions of employees
through a number of questions addressed to them in readiness for change scale
developed by Holt et al. (2007b). In that instrument, the degree of beliefs or
perceptions among the employees that their senior leaders are behind the proposed
change are regarded as the degree of management support. Depending on the extant
literature in broader organizational change field, the variables directly or indirectly
associated with management support were scrutinized and the relevant variables

were provided in order to discuss the role of the selected factors for the perceived
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management support by the employees. The perceived support of the leaders towards
a proposed change in an organization is critical for the organizational members’
generating positive attitudes towards that particular change. With regard to the
dynamics which are likely to promote the sense of management support among the
individuals, a number of factors were reported by the scholars. For instance, support
of top management is regarded as a vital factor in creating readiness attitude among
employees by empowering their commitment and emotional involvement towards

change (Bouckenooghe & Devos, 2007).

In another study, it was reported that adopting a transformational leadership
behavior, defined as being effective leader in transforming the followers to be
receptive to the change (Podsakoff, MacKenzie, Moorman, & Fetter, 1990), is likely
to reduce negative employee attitude and cynicism about change (Bommer, Rich, &
Rubin, 2005). In that sense, engaging in transformational leadership behavior by the
organizational leaders is likely to contribute to the perceived supportive management
behavior by the employees, and thereby their readiness level. One source of
empowering the perceived management support for the sake of making
organizational members ready for change may be enhancing flexible policies and
procedures in the organization. According to Eby, Adams, Russell, and Gaby (2000),
flexible policies and procedures are positively related with the perceived
organizational readiness for change. Considering this empirical relationship in the
light of the vitality of change message conveyed to the organizational members for
creating readiness (Bernerth, 2004), an effective communication between bottom
(employees) and up (management) would be much smoother through flexible
policies and procedures. Therefore, any component in an organization contributing to
effective transmission of constructive knowledge between employees and managers
are likely to empower the sense of management support positively. Supporting this
implication, the perception of adequacy of communication about an upcoming
change was positively associated with management support for the respective change
(McKay et al., 2013). On the other hand, the authors reported that participation to the
change process was not associated with the perceived management support for
change. However, considering the prominence of effective change-message for
creating readiness, one other aspect having a potent role for empowering perceived

management support could be the quality of change communication and participation
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in decision-making. The communication serves as the delivery mechanism in change
process and is regarded as having a leading function for creating readiness
(Armenakis et al., 1993; Bernerth, 2004). With a similar perspective, an effective
communication between leaders and the employees is indicated as a mechanism for
reducing fear and uncertainty among the employees, and thereby negative employee
attitude (Vakola & Nikolaou, 2005). Based on the discussions above, initiating an
effective communication channel between employees and management is likely to
lead organizational members to be better informed about whether their senior leaders
are committed enough for change, or not. Therefore, a well-established
communication channel in an organization appears to be crucial for the perceptions

of the employees, thereby readiness for change.

Building trustworthy relationship between leaders and organizational members
decreases the feeling of anxiety among the employees, stemming from the
uncertainty in the organization (Ozmen & Soénmez, 2007). In a similar fashion,
creating a trust-based relationship atmosphere is regarded as an effective strategy to
reduce the employee-stress generated by the change process (Sayili & Tiifekei,
2008). According to Rafferty and Simons (2006), trust in organizational leadership
was positively correlated with readiness for change, self-efficacy, trust in peers,
participation, and flexible policies. In this regard, the concept of trust in top
management appears to be an important construct for the enhancement of perceived
management support among the organizational members. According to a meta-
analytic review including more than 70 studies (Rhoades & Eisenberger, 2002),
supervisor support was reported as a strong precursor for perceived organizational
support. Based on the same review, a number of positive employee attitudes (e.g.,
organizational commitment, job satisfaction, positive mood at workplace, and good
performance) were also stated as the consequences of perceived organizational
support. In short, given the direct findings and derived implications mentioned
above, a variety of variables contributing to the occurrence of positive employee
attitude have to do with the perceived management support in some way. In that
sense, a separate exploration of management support as part of readiness for change

may provide more prolific and specific sources of explanations.

2.4.3. Change efficacy
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Change-efficacy or change related self-efficacy means “the extent to which one feels
that he or she has or does not have the skills and is or is not able to execute the tasks
and activities that are associated with the implementation of the prospective change”
(Holt et al., 2007b, p. 238). In readiness for change literature, self-efficacy was
reported as an important component of conveying change message (Bernerth, 2004)
and also the terminology ‘“change-efficacy” was delineated as one of readiness
factors (Holt et al., 2007b). However, the factors that could be associated with
personal-efficacy within the perspective of organizational change and readiness for
change were not much discussed. Bearing this in mind, this section focused on
elements contributing to the development of self-efficacy in change process, thereby

change-efficacy.

As a construct of social cognitive theory, self-efficacy refers to the extent of belief in
one’s own capacity to achieve something (Bandura, 1977). The sense of personal
efficacy was influenced by the following factors; 1) mastery experience, referring to
providing opportunities for individuals to enact tasks for getting experience; 2)
vicarious experience, based on the belief “If someone does it; then, I can do it” or
modeling someone; 3) verbal persuasion (social persuasion), the encouragement or
discouragement of others for the intended task; and 4) psychological factors (e.g.,

distress, fear, personal attributes) (Bandura, 1977).

Considering the predictors of self-efficacy indicated above, the change-efficacy
factor of readiness can be associated with some of the change-related variables
studied so far. For instance, the contextual factor, successful change history was
indicated as an important predictor of readiness for change (Bernerth, 2004;
Bouckenooghe & Devos, 2008). A successful change history for an individual means
getting a positive and fruitful experience in former change attempts, indicating the
recurrence of “mastery experience” (Bandura, 1977) in that particular change
attempt. Therefore, the track record of organizations with respect to their change
attempts is likely to have to do with the change-efficacy belief among the
organizational members. With a similar perspective, Self (2007) noted that the
confidence of employees bolstering that they are successfully able to make the

proposed changes, stems from the past experience. Therefore, successful past
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experience in organization is likely to reinforce the perceived degree of change

related self-efficacy among organizational members.

In addition, one other way of getting experience through opportunities is likely to be
probable with an effective involvement of employees (participation) in job-related
decisions (decision-making), which is also reported as a strong determinant of
change self-efficacy beliefs (Bell & Staw, 1989). In a similar vein, labeled as the
factors affecting the sense of personal efficacy, mastery experience and vicarious
learning (Bandura, 1977) are indicated as examples of active participation through
which the intended change-message is effectively conveyed to organizational
members (Armenakis et al., 1993). Therefore, a better information about change
process through involvement of individuals in decision-making will empower their
sense of achieving the proposed change and thereby change related self-efficacy.
Knowing the scope and requirements of an upcoming change is likely to answer the
questions in mind, especially whether the employees can handle the change with
their existing capabilities. Nevertheless, a recent empirical finding reported the
reverse by stating that the perceived participation to the change process was not

associated with change related self-efficacy (McKay et al., 2013).

With respect to the other empirical studies on this issue, the study of Cunningham et
al. (2002) conducted in a health-care setting revealed that there is positive correlation
between job change self-efficacy and the following variables; readiness for change,
active approach to job problem-solving, and contribution (participation) to re-
engineering while there exists a negative correlation between job change self-
efficacy and the respective variables as; depression, job insecurity, emotional
exhaustion, job interference, and shift work. Both positive and negative factors
reported in this study appear to be aligned with the concept of psychological factors
mentioned above (Bandura, 1977) that are influential in steering the direction of the

self-efficacy as high or low.

According to a study conducted by Kwahk and Kim (2008), perceived personal
competence affects readiness for change. Given the meaning of change-efficacy as
the belief about personal skills (Holt et al., 2007b), one’s perception in his or her
personal competence can be regarded as a factor that is likely to be associated with
change self-efficacy. Rafferty and Simons (2006) conducted a study in which they
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empirically explored that trust in peers and senior leaders, logistics and system
support, and self-efficacy displayed strong positive relationships with readiness for

change.

In their longitudinal research about the role of change related self-efficacy and
change related information in adapting employees to organizational change,
Jimmieson, Terry, and Callan (2004) reported a number of empirical findings; 1)
employees perceiving higher change related self-efficacy reported higher degrees of
job satisfaction, psychological well-being, and client engagement; 2) change-related
self-efficacy served as a full mediator for the positive relationship between
information provision and both job satisfaction and client engagement; 3) change
related self-efficacy was associated with reduced perception of work stress, and so
supporting client engagement, and 4) change related self-efficacy in the early phase
of change implementation served as stress-buffering mechanism by inhibiting the
negative effects of role ambiguity, which in turn supported the better adjustment of

employees to change process in the subsequent stages.

In a recent study exploring the relationship between the adequacy of communication
in change process and change-efficacy, it was reported that the perceived change-

related communication positively predicted change-efficacy (McKay et al., 2013).
2.4.4. Personal benefit

Personal benefit (personal valence or personally beneficial) is delineated as “the
extent to which one feels that he or she will or will not benefit from the
implementation of the prospective change” (Holt et al., 2007b, p. 238). Personal
valence was regarded as one of substantive factors for an effective change message
(Armenakis et al., 1999) because individuals seldom reject change having apparent
personal benefits (Self, 2007). Vakola and Nikolaou (2005) carried out a study about
how some individual factors are influential in employee attitude towards a proposed
change. They reported that there exists a negative correlation between occupational
stressor and attitudes towards change, revealing that individuals with higher stress
level reflect decreased commitment and increased reluctance to embrace
organizational interventions. As the most common reason for the job-related stress

among the employees, bad work relationship is reported. Depending on the
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definition of the “personal valence” and the items of the construct, the scope of
personal valence is framed around whether the employees personally become happy
to be in that organization and what kind of extrinsic and intrinsic benefits will
happen as a result of the change process (Bernerth, 2004; Holt et al., 2007b). In that
sense, the low level of occupational stress, increased commitment, and good work
relationships are likely to contribute to the development of the perceived personal

benefit from the organization, thereby readiness for change.

A supportive finding reported by Madsen, Miller, and John (2005) revealed that
organizational members’ social relationships in the work-place are associated with
readiness for organizational change, indicating that the positive attitudes of peers,
subordinates, and managers are likely to make the organizational setting more
encouraging for individual involvement in change attempts. Such positive
organizational climate and social relatinships are likely to lead organizational
members feel happy there, thereby contributing to the personal valence of the
organizational setting. One important direct finding reported by a recent study
(McKay et al.,, 2013) is that the adequacy of change related communication
positively predicts the sense of positive personal valence while participation to
decision making was not associated with personal valence. Within the same study,
one other finding was that organizational members having higher affective
commitment towards their organizations perceived the proposed change as

personally beneficial (McKay et al., 2013).
2.5. Cognitive Dissonance Theory

The theory of cognitive dissonance has gained great popularity in social psychology
with a considerable attention of the scholars in the last half century (Cooper, 2007).
The concept of cognitive dissonance was first conceived by Festinger (1957) and
delineated as a psychologically uncomfortable state emerging as a result of opposing

cognitions in human mind.

In relation to how cognitive mechanisms in human mind serves, it is explained that
individuals come across with new conditions along with their pre-existing beliefs. If
the previously held beliefs do not have any contradiction with the new information, a

sense of supportive feeling is experienced through newly experienced information
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because of the mutual harmony with the prior knowledge. This state is alluded as
consonance in which there is no incongruity or opposing situation between the new
and old order in human mind. However, if this particular cognitive process ends up
with a reversing state, a sense of disharmony occurs between the new information
and previously held beliefs and gives rise to a discomfort and unpleasant condition
creating inconsistency in mind, which is called cognitive dissonance (Festinger,
1957).

The degree of dissonance in cognitions depends on the magnitude of inconsistency
between the two conflicting beliefs and also the importance of the beliefs (Cooper,
2007). The greater the discrepancy between two beliefs is, the more tension or
discomfort an individual experience. Accordingly, both the existence of dissonance
and consonance are potentially playing role in steering the future actions, attitude,

and belief of people towards the newly encountered situation.

At the threshold of a decision or instability due to the arousal of dissonance, as
illustrated in Figure 3, people have three options to follow. One is changing beliefs,
another is changing actions, and the other is changing perceptions about actions.
Thereby, the contradictions can only decline by yielding stability (consonance) in

mind. The more difficult the decision is, the greater the dissonance becomes.

Action (new order)

\ Change Perception
JY

h

Inconsistency

|

Belief (old order) Change Belief

Dissonance Consonance

Change Action

/!

Figure 3. The development of cognitive dissonance. “Adapted from A Theory of Cognitive
Dissonance,” by L. Festinger, 1957, Stanford University Press.

Cognitive dissonance states that people desire to be consistent in their attitudes and
behavior, so they mostly look for a stability to feel minimum dissonance (Burns &
James, 1995). Therefore, the consonance or stability is desirable condition in order to
feel relief. According to Brady, Clark, and Davis (1995), the extent of dissonance

depends on the following matters; the significance of issue, the number of
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disagreeing or agreeing persons about the issue, the attractiveness of the disagreeing
person, and the believability of disagreeing person. Hence, the reformulation of
decisions is subject to several dynamics. The reduction of dissonance can be done in
four ways; 1) avoiding the decision, 2) making the chosen alternative more
attractive, 3) lessening the desirability of the unchosen alternative, and/or 4) creating

more resemblance between alternatives.

In relation to the history and progress of this theory, it has a story of more than 50
years, but the varying discussions and applications in different fields continue since
it is abstract to define and state (Harmon-Jones & Harmon-Jones, 2007). Since the
emergence of the theory in 1950s; it has been refined and applied in various areas
with differing frameworks. It firstly focused on psychological processes of people in
terms of how attitudes and behavior could be associated with rewards and then how
these behavior and attitudes could lead cognitions (Festinger, 1957). However,
Cooper (2007) criticizes relating the cognitive dissonance issue with behavioral
context of learning theory in which reward and punishment are seen as the prominent
factor for changing individual (Skinner, 1953). As a result, having an active field of
study more than five decades, the cognitive dissonance has a dynamic source of
interpretation (Cooper, 2007). Even if there is not a consensus about it, the
application of it has been especially seen in a wide array of issues. For instance, it
has been cited that dissonance processes may decrease prejudice (Leippe &
Eisenstadt, 1994), increase water conservation (Dickerson, Thibodeau, Aronson, &
Miller, 1992), increase purchasing of condoms (Stone, Aronson, Crain, Winslow, &
Fried, 1994), reduce hunger and thirst (Brehm & Cohen, 1962), and reduce pain
(Zimbardo, Cohen, Weisenberg, Dworkin, & Firestone, 1969). On the other hand,
the cognitive dissonance issue is classified with some paradigms, each of which
differently explains the process and nature of dissonance with some experimental
studies.

2.5.1. Paradigms in cognitive dissonance

The extant literature in cognitive dissonance field offers a range of studies using
dissonance in order to explain attitude change for various topics mentioned above

(e.g., marketing choices, health problems, educational issues). Based on the
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empirical studies since the emergence of the theory in 1950s, a number of paradigms
have come into prominence, explaining the function of the concept under different
circumstances and with varying perspectives. Considering the cognitive dissonance
process is not an explicitly and entirely observable course of action and is interpreted
depending on some indirect (state of arousal; e.g., Brehm & Cohen, 1962) and direct
indicators (affect measure; e.g., Eliot & Devine, 1994), it is not surprising to come
across a number of models or paradigms explaining the occurrence of the cognitive
dissonance as; belief disconfirmation paradigm, induced-compliance paradigm, free-
choice paradigm, effort-justification paradigm, hypocrisy paradigm, and
misattribution paradigm. The respective paradigms were explained and discussed in

the subsequent sections in order.
2.5.1.1. Belief disconfirmation paradigm

Belief disconfirmation paradigm is explained with dissonance arousal state when
people are confronted with information incongruent with their already held beliefs. If
the experienced cognitive paradox (dissonance) is not reduced at such a situation, the
dissonance may cause misinterpretation, denial, or rejection of the information, then
individual seeks support from others who share the belief, and attempt to persuade
others to admit the belief (Harmon-Jones, 2002). The first reference of this paradigm
was exemplified within a story in the book, When Prophecy Fails (Festinger,
Riecken, & Schachter, 1956). In the story, members of a cult believed a prophecy in
which a global disaster was coming up soon, so they had to take precautions in order
to save the earth. They met at a certain place and waited the prophecy to become
real, but nothing happened and destructed the world. At that moment, they
experienced a big cognitive conflict (cognitive dissonance) because of their strong
beliefs about the issue. In order to resolve the severe situation; they started to believe
that the aliens had given the Earth a second chance, and so the group was now
empowered by increasing their faith to their beliefs despite the failed prophecy. This
story indicates that an individual can continue to defend a belief with a whole heart
even if the observable facts prove the opposite. Even, the degree of accepting the
belief and persuading others may not be weakened but strengthened owing to group

dynamics.
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With respect to the occurrence of this process, Festinger and his colleagues (1956)
point out that 5 circumstances must be in place for the individuals to get more
passionate about their beliefs about a prophecy even if there exists an evidence that
the belief is not correct;

1. There must exist a strong faith to the belief and the belief must bear some

applicability for action by the believer.

2. The believer must deeply commit himself to the conviction and take a
significant action which is tough to unravel because of the importance of the
belief. With a broader description, how much prominent and hard the actions
turn into, the engagement in the belief by the individual increases in that

extent.

3. The belief must have enough grounds relevant to the real world without any

ambiguity; thereby events could unarguably negate the belief.

4. An unquestionable disconfirmation must come into existence and be

acknowledged by the individual defending the belief.

5. For the sake of maintaining the belief, and persuading or proselytizing

nonmembers that the belief is accurate, the believer has to get social support.

The way of reducing dissonance in this paradigm happens through belief
intensification rather than accepting the new condition like in other paradigms of
dissonance because, according to the believers, the holy attributes ascribed to the
belief must not be shattered, so the alternative way of moving away from the

negative result was to affirm the belief through other rationales.

Another empirical study supporting this type of dissonance arousal was performed
with a group of undergraduate students predominantly affiliated with Christian
background. In the experiment, the researchers tested whether belief disconfirmation
elicited a reduction in dissonance related-negative affect. The participants were
given a newspaper article to read a news reporting that an 11-month old infant was
killed by shooting in the arms of her grandmother while they were praying for

protection from a similar case (shooting of someone) that happened two days ago. In
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order to attract the attention of the participants much more to this tragic coincide, the
following quote was also added to the experiment; “Some people would think that
Rev. Williams’s (i.e., the grandfather’s) continued belief and trust in a good God is
naive and misguided. What do you think?”” (Burris, Harmon-Jones, & Tarpley, 1997,
p. 21). Through this experiment, the individuals were challenged in relation to the
inconsistency between their holy beliefs and the tragic outcome. As a result, they
reported that the greater faithfulness towards God among the participants, after
exposure to the belief-menacing newspaper article, was associated with reduction in
dissonance related affects (discomfort and agitation) (Burris et al., 1997). Also,
based on similar previous studies (Abelson, 1959; Batson, 1975), the researchers
interpreted that the old belief was verified again and intensified through
transcendence or superordinate values even if a sense of disconfirmation had
happened while reading the newspaper. Briefly, the transcendence was regarded as
having association with reduced cognitive related negative affect. This paradigm has
not attracted the attention of the scholars as much as the “induced-compliance” and

“free-choice” paradigms.
2.5.1.2. Induced-compliance paradigm

As expressed above, dissonance occurs at the time of a contradiction, resulting from
the opposing conditions between the old belief and the new condition. At the time of
dissonance experience, a way of providing consonant cognitions to individuals for
reducing dissonance may also be possible with the presence of reward or threat,
which are used as justification tools in order to change the belief or attitude. This
form of creating dissonance and then reducing it is called induced-compliance
paradigm (Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999).

The induced-compliance paradigm (originally forced compliance) was
experimentally tested by Festinger and Carlsmith (1959). In this experiment, a
number of students were asked to spend one hour on a boring and dreary task. After
they had completed the task, the experimenter wanted them to talk about the tasks by
persuading others that the tasks were enjoyable, not boring. In addition to this, as a
favor for their efforts, some of the participants were given $1, some were given $20,
and the others (control group) were not asked to perform such a task. After all these
steps, all the participants rated the tasks. It was found that the group who were paid
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1$ rated the tasks more positively than the other ones in the 20$ group and control
group. Festinger and Carlsmith (1959) explained this situation with cognitive
dissonance theory since there were conflicting cognitions. That is, as opposed to the
reality that the tasks were boring, participants tried to act as if it had not been so.
Such an inconsistent condition made them internalize one of the ways (real or
unreal). Since they were given certain amounts of money as a favor for their
responsibility of persuading others, they were induced to behave in the opposite
direction by avoiding their actual belief. However, the ones with $1 rated the tasks
much more than the ones with $ 20 because twenty-dollars was seen as an external
justification for their behavior. On the other hand, one-dollar did not seem to be any
external benefit or justification for participants because the ratings of this group
about tasks increased in spite of the reality. At the end of this experiment, the
researchers concluded that if someone is urged to do or say something which is
contrary to his private opinion, then there will be an inclination to change his private
idea in order to make the concealed idea consistent with the one said or done.
Besides such a conclusion, they also stated that if the pressure increases, the
tendency mentioned above will be lower. In other words, it was seen that a large

reward produced less opinion change than a smaller reward in the study.

One other experimental study done by Aronson and Carlsmith (1963) also supported
Festinger’s findings in terms of explaining induced-compliance paradigm. The
researchers performed an experiment with 22 preschool children. In the experiment,
children were gathered in a room with some toys. Then, the experimenter said to the
half of the children not to play with certain forbidden toy; otherwise, there would be
severe punishment while the other half were also said not to play with the similar
toy, but the threat was milder for this group. Later, all children were said to play
with the toys freely. However, the results showed that the mild punishment group
seemed less likely to play with toys than the other group. The researchers
interpreted that the mildly threatened group made a sensible justification about why
the toys were not worth playing while the other group could not do such a thing

because of severe threat.

2.5.1.3. Free-choice paradigm
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Free-choice paradigm is explained with the choice of some alternatives offered to
people. At the time of a decision-making, the positive features of the rejected
alternative and the negative features of the chosen alternative were dissonant with
the decision while the positive sides of the preferred alternative and the negative
sides of the vetoed alternative are to become consonant with the decision (Harmon-
Jones & Mills, 1999). Therefore, dissonance reduction following a decision can be
done by way of eliminating negative aspects in the chosen alternative or positive
aspects in the vetoed alternative. This way of manipulation for the desirability of the
target alternative or undesirability of the other alternative was identified as
“spreading of alternatives”. In the experimental literature, this is called as the free-

choice paradigm (Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999).

In the extant literature, the experiment of Brehm (1956) clearly reveals how free-
choice paradigm works. In his experiment which was actually showed as if it had not
been a dissonance experiment, but consumer research; Brehm (1956) asked for
participants to rate eight home appliances in terms of quality, usefulness, and
attractiveness, with a rating scale from “extremely desirable” to “definitely not at all
desirable”. Afterwards, the participants were informed that they would be allowed to
choose one of two alternatives as gift or payment for participation in the research.
However, the two alternatives offered to the participants were secretly arranged by
the experimenter in a way to create certain degrees of dissonance in the minds of
participants. The offered pairs of appliances were put together in terms of highest
rates and lowest rates in order to create different dissonance conditions. For example,
in high dissonance group, two alternatives were chosen from the highest scores of
ratings (i.e., at about 5, 6, or 7 on the 8-point scale). In a similar fashion, the lowest
ratings were also chosen for the low dissonance group. In addition to these, one
control condition was established by allowing some participants to choose just one
item among the alternatives instead of having to choose between two. This control
group was not thought as either dissonance group.

After all these steps, some of the participants from both high and low dissonance
groups read some material about the products they had previously chosen while
some of them did not read anything. Also, the control group just read about their
chosen products. Afterwards, they all evaluated the products again with the same
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desirability scale. The changes between the first and second ratings of the same
products in terms of desirability became a clue for dissonance reduction among
individuals. That is, if the firstly chosen with the highest rating is again rated higher
than the other (the second highest rating), then this is an evidence that the most
desired one is reinforced in the second round against the second alternative which is
also desired as nearly as much as the first chosen alternative. By this way, the second

one becomes less desirable.

The results of the experiment revealed that raising the desirability of one product
with some supportive, positive, and new information seemed possible. In other
words, participants who read material much more desired the products about which
they gained extra information than the first rating condition. Accordingly, such an
attempt caused dissonance reduction for someone who was in dilemma to choose one
of two alternatives that were closely desired in the first rating. The other implication
from the findings of the experiment was noted as; the greater the magnitude of the
dissonance and the pressure were, the more closely desirable the alternatives were
(Brehm, 1956).

In another experimental study by Egan, Bloom, and Santos (2010), similar results
were obtained from four-year-old children and capuchin monkeys. In the experiment,
children and monkeys chose two similar objects without paying attention to the
object’s identities. Afterwards, they chose between a third similar object and the
rejected object of the first selection. It was observed that the rejected alternative was
not chosen by them, so the rejected one was devalued. Hence, it was concluded that

process of making a choice affects preference.
2.5.1.4. Effort-justification paradigm

Dissonance arousal occurs once being involved in an undesirable activity while
seeking for a desirable thing. The more unpleasant effort an individual has to engage
in for getting the target outcome, the more dissonance that individual will feel. One
alternative way of reducing dissonance at that moment is to exaggerate the
desirability of the outcome, adding consonant cognitions. These theoretical ideas

were named as effort justification (Harmon-Jones & Mills, 1999).
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In effort-justification paradigm, it is thought that individuals showing effort for
something tend to value the issue more highly than the persons who exert less effort.
This was experimentally reported in the study of Aronson and Mills (1959). The
researchers randomly established three groups of women who would join a
discussion about dynamics of group discussion and the topic of the discussion would
be sex. Each group was randomly assigned to three experimental conditions (severe
initiation condition, mild initiation condition, and control condition). In severe one,
each participant had to read some embarrassing material about sex subject, mild ones
were required to read less embarrassing material, and the members of the last group
did not read anything. Afterwards, all of them just listened to a tape recording as if
an ongoing discussion about the same issue had been on the stage because they could
not see the real setting of the discussion which was actually just a tape recording and
the members of three groups listened to them from headphones and reached their
voices with the microphones. However, the discussion was rather banal and dull as
opposed to the exaggerations of the experimenter. Then, the participants were asked
how they found the discussion in terms of liking or not, and the results showed that
the group with severe pre-requisite conditions much more significantly valued the
discussion than the groups with mild conditions and no-condition (control group).
This situation was explained with an implication from Festinger’s (1957) theory of
cognitive dissonance. That is, the severe group exerted much effort in order to gain
membership to the discussion group, the employed struggle made the process costly
and valuable in mind since a justification in mind was needed while answering,
“Why did I experience such a pain or difficulty in order to join a rather dull and
banal discussion”. Otherwise, an unpleasant experience without any gain may trigger
discomfort or dissonance in mind. Therefore, reducing dissonancy in cognitions
becomes essential for people to overcome such a discomfort resulted from dissonant

cognitions.

At this point, there are two options to reduce dissonance, one is to exaggerate the
value of discussion in spite of the efforts, and the other is to undervalue the
magnitude of the effort by convincing that the required conditions were not so much
tiring compared with the worthiness of discussion. This situation is called effort-

justification process in the cognitive dissonance literature.
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2.5.1.5. Hypocrisy paradigm

Dissonance occurs through the undesirable actions leading people to question their
self-concept or moral values and thereby to feel guilt due to acting upon the induced
message rather than the already held belief, which is the course of action for the
hypocrisy paradigm developed by Aronson (1999). This type of explanation for
dissonance occurrence differs from Festinger’s early formulation in which just
holding discrepant cognitions would be enough for the manifestation of dissonance.
Aronson (1999) advocates that the sense of self should be threatened to a certain
extent for generating discomfort (dissonance); otherwise, the case would be
interpreted as a strange phenomenon by the individual. The conception of Aronson is
also consistent with the role of issue-importance in the arousal of cognitive
dissonance (Voisin & Fointiat, 2013). In that, the researchers pointed out that the
dissonance creating topics addressed to the individuals should carry some grounds
relevant to their personal world otherwise the issue would not be paid much attention

and become negligible without creating dissonance climate.
2.5.1.6. Misattribution paradigm

With regard to the assumptions about the occurrence and consequences of cognitive
dissonance, misattribution paradigm was also proposed, based on the experiment of
Zanna and Cooper (1974) in which the participants reflected differing attitude
change after a counter-attitudinal essay writing. The differing orientations among the
groups (three groups) were explained with the pills (placebo) which were given to
the participants beforehand by saying that the pills would cause no side effect,
relaxation effect, or tenseness with respect to the assigned group. The differing
attitude change among the groups were rationalized on the assumption that some
participants seemed to have attributed their uneasiness to the pill while some did not
although none of the pills had bear any negative or positive effects. In this
experiment, the placebo effect caused a dissonance state as assumed by the
researchers; therefore, some of the participants behaved like they had been affected
by the pills. Some other models explaining cognitive dissonance experience were
Action-Based Model (Harmon-Jones, Amodio, & Harmon-Jones, 2009); Self-
Standards Model (Stone & Cooper, 2001); New Look (Cooper & Fazio, 1984); and
Self-Perception (Bem, 1967).
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2.5.2. Reduction of dissonance

Dissonance reduction is expected step during the course of attitude change, but the
strategies employed under differing paradigms have been extensively discussed. One
strategy for reducing dissonance was suggested as trivialization (Simon, Greenberg,
& Brehm, 1995), in which the dissonance creating elements are being devalued in
terms of importance, so the sense of inconsistency is decreased. However, Voisin
and Fointiat (2013) interpreted their experimental findings as when the particular
topic had some normative standards and was primed (attached more importance) by
the person within a free-choice setting, trivializing the issue did not work for
reducing dissonance. Instead, overestimation of the research topic worked as a
reduction strategy because the participants felt they were fulfilling a vital role in
supporting an honorable research (the experiment) for the sake of behaving
according to normative norms accepted by the society even if the exposed conditions
were not personally desirable for them. The rationale behind this attitude was
explained with the fact that toleration of discrepancy through overestimating the
research came into effect in order to protect self-worth and self-integrity (Aronson,
1999; Thibodeau & Aronson, 1992) rather than reducing dissonance.

With respect to the discussions about the creation and reduction of dissonance, the
experimental study of Wakslak's (2012) also suggests some implications. In the
study, it was reported that the degree of construal-level as high or low, which refers
to representing features of a case, had linkages with the role of issue-importance in
dissonance related attitude change. That is, an object’s degree of importance to an
individual may not warrant the motivational direction in a context, so individuals
ultimately act upon their foremost concerns about the issue. For instance, voting
activity may be interpreted as taking part in democracy for high-level mindsets, but
the same activity may only be associated with just ballot or voting machine for low-
level mindsets. Specially, low-level mindsets will not perceive the voting activity as

a democratic task as much as high-level mindsets will.
2.5.3. Application of cognitive dissonance in different fields

Generating and resolving cognitive dissonance seem to have great driving force on

people’s attitude and behavior in a number of areas like marketing and consumer
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behavior (Gbadamosi, 2009; Lindsey-Mullikin, 2003; Sweeney, Hausknecht, &
Soutar, 2000), psychotherapy and health (Cooper, 2007), and pro-social behavior
(Fried & Aronson, 1995) when the relevant literature is reviewed. In addition to
these fields, encouraging dissonance for promoting new situation is so often used by
legislators, special interest groups, bureaucrats, etc. By this way, “scaring behaviors
(dissonant individuals) are bought or rented” by manipulator for the sake of new
condition. Such an atmosphere is constructed through recommending expertise,
bringing some popular associations to the front, disseminating involuntary
information with media, all of which support the new one, but discredit previously
held belief (Brady et al., 1995). By this way, increasing dissonance becomes a really
good exchange strategy to make people uncomfortable with their prior choices
because the newly offered choice could be more preferable with such a give-and-take
condition. However, in addition to the attractiveness of new position, the magnitude

of experienced dissonance is vital in order to easily pass to the new condition.

Cognitive dissonance can be used in education sector by decision-makers or law-
makers to their self-interests (Brady et al., 1995). As stated in the book of Aronson,
The Social Animal (1995), cognitive dissonance is seen as a powerful impact on
student learning and motivation. Even, the accommodation term of Piaget (1952)
also supported that experiencing and reducing dissonance seem impulsive force
behind learning process because people experience an accommodation referring the
process of altering one's existing schemas, or ideas, as a result of new information or
new experiences. In one study (McFalls & Cobb-Roberts, 2001), how presenting
cognitive dissonance theory and thus creating an awareness could be helpful during
instruction was experimentally shown. In this experiment, there was a big and
largely white public university whose students were required to take a course on
diversity issues. However, they experience resistance to diversity issues because
their existing beliefs and understanding do not comply with the course content.
Therefore, cognitive dissonance was used as a mechanism in the instruction on
diversity issues in order to reduce resistance of students towards diversity matters. In
the experiment, 124 undergraduate students were divided into two groups, one of
whom took supplemental instruction about cognitive dissonance theory while the
other group did not. Afterwards, they were required to read an article uncovering

several hidden privileges about white people in life. When the reactions of two
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groups to the article were analyzed, it was seen that the group taking cognitive
dissonance instruction was more aware of the privileges than the other one. As a
conceptual change strategy, cognitive dissonance has been integrated into the
processes of learning, especially constructivist models. In that, through several
educational interventions, students were confronted with conflicts between their
prior beliefs and new information, and by this way, cognitive dissonance arousal in
the minds of students was established in order to lead them to new, accurate
information that will resolve the conflict (Guzzetti, Snyder, Glass, & Gamas, 1993).

Of the literature and the applications of cognitive dissonance in diverse fields given
above, it can be concluded that cognitive dissonance has been used as mechanism to
steer attitudes and behavior of people in the desired direction by experimenters,
scholars or other appliers. Accordingly, attitude change and types of attitudes
towards change in organizational change literature may have some commonalities
with cognitive dissonance in order to provide some insights for us to understand

attitudes toward change within perspective of cognitive dissonance.
2.5.4. Measuring dissonance

The greater part of dissonance studies has reported that the dissonance experience
has motivational properties leading individuals to seek for consonance that is the
new order, and the upcoming attitude change immediate after the counter-attitudinal
information was recognized as an evidence for reduced dissonance. However, the
actual magnitude of experienced dissonance could not be calculated through this
assumption without having a measurable construct (Elliot & Devine, 1994). In order
to suggest a direct way for this gap, a cognitive dissonance thermometer was
suggested by Elliot and Devine (1994). In this thermometer, the discomfort index
including the words; uncomfortable, uneasy, and bothered were generated as self-
report items to measure the level of dissonance. In a wide range of studies, the scale
was used in order to measure the degree of discomfort felt (e.g., Chait, 2010; Matz,
Hofstedt, & Wood, 2008; Simmons, Webb, & Brandon, 2004). The psychometric

qualities and Turkish adaptation of the scale was presented in the methodology part.

2.5.5. Cognitive dissonance studies in Turkish context
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Cognitive dissonance studies in Turkish context appears to be limited with some
conceptual discussions about the theory and a few empirical studies. The scholars
from different disciplines such as marketing, finance, and religion utilized the theory
to explain human behaviors within the perspective of their own fields. Regarding the
studies in Turkish context, one important point to note is that theory of cognitive
dissonance was not adequately discussed with respect to a number of paradigms and
studies reported in the last 60 years and scholars seemed to rely on the definition of it
without discussing how it occurs and how the occurrence of dissonance means for

their own discussions.

In relation to the studies obtained from Turkish literature, Arslan-Ayazlar (2011)
examined how web site quality affects the cognitive dissonance in electronic
purchase and developed a cognitive dissonance scale as part of the study. The
findings of the study revealed that lower dissonance was associated with higher
reusage of web sites. That is, decreased dissonance orients individuals to prefer
electronic purchase web sites much more. In addition, Hamurcu and Aslanoglu
(2016) investigated the impacts of behavioral biases in finance on the employees in
the information and communication technology sector as part of a scale development
study. The authors adopted cognitive dissonance as one of the propostions
explaining behavioral biases in finance. In his conceptual discussion about poverty,
human dignity, and religion, Macit (2014) stated that poverty could be a source of
discomfort (cognitive dissonance), harming human dignity, and alleged that religion

can function as an alleviating mechanism for the felt cognitive dissoanance.

In Turkish context, the cognitive dissonance theory was used by different scholars
for explaining human behavior, but the findings and discussions of scholars are
disconnected from the concepts and paradigms of cognitive dissonance theory. In
view of the literature in Turkish context, cognitive dissonance field seemed not to
attract the attention of scholars as it has been studied by a number of scholars and

with numerous paradigms.

2.5.6. Variables associated with cognitive dissonance

In the existing literature, the studies have extensively focused on how the attitude

change occurs through creating dissonance rather than which kind of variables have
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associations with the cognitive dissonance. Yet, in a few studies, such variables were
reported. The relationship between self-esteem and cognitive dissonance seems
controversial because of the varying interpretation of dissonance occurrence and the
role of self-concept. From the perspective of Aronson’s self-consistency model of
dissonance (1999), individuals having higher self-esteem experience more
dissonance than the ones having lower self-esteem while behaving counter-
attitudinally because the threat of self-concept will be felt much more among the
high self-esteem individuals, challenging the statue of the self or rationality while the
low self-esteem individuals are expected to feel less challenge or threat against their
self-concept, resulting in lower degree of dissonance. However, the opposite
perspective (Steele, 1988) advocates that high self-esteem serves as a protective
factor by eliminating the negative feeling (following the cognitive inconsistency) and
guarding the self-image. On the other hand, depending on the observation of attitude
change upon a counter attitudinal behavior, self-esteem was associated with

dissonance, only when the self was primed (Stone & Cooper, 2001).

Another variable moderating psychological discomfort (cognitive dissonance) is
extraversion (Matz et al, 2008). With respect to the experiences of introverts and
extroverts from the same experiment, introverts experienced much more dissonance
related discomfort compared to the extraverts. This was explained with the
implication that introverts are likely to be more sensitive to an arousal state or

negative emotion while extraverts are likely to have less uptight nervous system.

Self-monitoring as a personality trait refers to how people observe and regulate their
expressive behavior in differing conditions (Synder, 1974). Self-monitoring was
reported as a variable having a moderating role in cognitive dissonance experience
(Sastre, 2014). In a similar fashion, it was also informed that low self-monitors who
are identified as having less adaptive dispositions under various social conditions,
experienced much more cognitive dissonance than high self-monitors (DeBono &
Edmond, 1989; Snyder & Tanke, 1976).

Defined as self-kindness and mindfulness towards ourselves without judging
failures, self-compassion (Neff, 2003) was also studied with respect to the
association with cognitive dissonance, but the experimental finding resulted that self-

compassion did not have moderating power in cognitive dissonance experience
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(Sastre, 2014). The study carried out by Brannon, Tagler, and Eagley (2007)
suggests some implications for understanding the role of attitude strength in
cognitive dissonance experience. In their experiment, the researchers reported that
individuals holding strong attitudes were resistant to being exposed to information
which is counter to their already held attitudes. That is, people with higher attitude
strength will be likely to experience less cognitive dissonance and attitude change
following a counter-attitudinal condition. This relationship also supports the
implication that individuals having low level of readiness towards a particular
change will be reluctant to accept an opposing change proposal and experience less

cognitive dissonance following counter-attitudinal information.

Individuals having higher level of psychopathic traits felt less cognitive dissonance
than the ones having lower level of psychopathic traits in an induced compliance
experimental setting. This finding was interpreted with the assumption that
psychopathic traits would carry less sense of guilt at the time of behaving opposed to
the acceptable norms or moral values, so their level of discomfort or dissonance ratio
would not increase while having to act upon the forced condition, but the ones with
lower level of psychopathic traits would feel more guilt or shame while opposing the

actual or correct issues (Murray, Wood, & Lilienfeld, 2012).

The variables associated with cognitive dissonance above suggest that individuals
having positive or strong personality traits seem to feel the adverse conditions
aroused through dissonance experience less. From this point of view, people
identified as resilient can also be thought to have strong personality traits to
overcome obstacles and stressful situations, depending on the defining terms of
resilience (Block & Kremen, 1996; Panksepp, 2014). The cognitive adaptation
theory (Aspinwal & Taylor, 1992) supports this view. The basis of cognitive
adaptation theory is that personalities having highest degree of well-being at the time
of stressful conditions are identified as the ones who “have high levels of self-esteem
(e.g., high sense of self-worth), optimism (e.g., high positive outlook towards life),
and perceived control (e.g., a view of life and situations as being under personal
control)” (Taylor & Brown, 1988, as cited in Wanberg & Banas, 2000, p. 133). The
respective variables were regarded as primary individual differences making easy the

course of adjustment, coping, and general contentment at the time of stressful
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circumstances (Taylor & Brown, 1988). In addition, these positive personality traits
together were regarded as resilient personality (Major, Richards, Cooper, Cozzarelli,
& Zubek, 1998). Based on the arguments above, the greater degree of resilience
(self-esteem, optimism and perceived control) is likely to inhibit the dissonance
related discomfort by way of eliminating the negative feelings. Supporting this
argument, Festinger (1957) described the state of cognitive dissonance as a negative

condition like hunger, frustration, instability.

In relation to the relationship between resilience and cognitive dissonance, a
different view can also be derived from the self-standard approach in the field of
cognitive dissonance. According to Stone and Cooper (2001), the self-standard
model proposes “the standard used to interpret and evaluate the meaning of a given
behavior determines the role of the self and self-esteem in the process of dissonance
arousal” ... “the role of the self in dissonance arousal and reduction is a function of
the type of self- attributes and standards made accessible in the context of a
discrepant behavior.” (Stone & Cooper, 2000, p. 4). Specifically, the context-based
interpretations of people about an issue generating dissonance define the role of self-
relevant thoughts and self-esteem. Therefore, making specific predictions between
cognitive dissonance and self-relevant thoughts seems inappropriate in accordance
with the self-standards of people. Self-esteem was regarded as a component of
resilience personality trait (Major et al., 1998). Based on this explanation, it can be
inferred that the potential relationship between resilience and cognitive dissonance is
open to some confounding variables (self-standards) that should be explored. In the

following section, a brief literature review was provided to explain resilience more.
2.6. Resilience

A prominent definition of resilience is delineated as the ability to rebound from
hardship and adversity and to adaptably adjust to fluctuating demands (Block &
Kremen, 1996) or the ability to maintain a self-control together with creative
problem solving manner at the time of repeated changes (Panksepp, 2014).
Regarding the definition of the construct within the framework of teacher resilience,
it was conceptualized as “a quality that enables teachers to maintain their
commitment to teaching and their teaching practices despite challenging conditions

and recurring setbacks” (Brunetti, 2006, p. 813). The operational definitions of
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resilience show variation with respect to the field studied. Therefore, the extensive
use of the concept in different fields make the construct have pluralistic definitions
along with being a popular subject of interest. However, the studies of teacher
resilience have recently popularized (Beltman, Mansfield, & Price, 2011). Resilience
is regarded as positive personality trait (Taylor & Brown, 1988, as cited in Wanberg
& Banas, 2000).

Considering the conditions (trauma, disaster, health problems, adolescent problems,
work-place problems, family problems, etc.) through which the resilience term is
associated, the defining boundaries of the resilience seems so wide. Therefore,
understanding the concept could be easier to classify the factors associated with
resilience. In the extant literature, two main factors were suggested to explore the
resiliency of individuals; risk factors and protective factors. Resilience emerges
through the dynamic relationships between protective and risk factors (Benard,
2004). The relative function of risk and protective factors in resilience process is
illustrated with a framework through steps in Figure 4. This organizational
framework displays four domains of influence; “the stressor or challenge, the
environmental context, individual characteristics, and the outcome”, and two
transactional points between two domains; “the environment and the individual and
the individual and choice of outcomes” (Kumpfer, 1999, p. 183). With regard to the
domains of influence, challenger or stressors emerge first and produce a
disequilibrium in the homeostasis of the individual, the environmental context
contains a balance and interaction of the existing risk and protective factors leading
the on-going process, the individual characteristics include attributes needed to be
successful in developmental tasks in the process, and the outcome ends up with
either positive or negative adaptation. The transactional process first comes as the
environment and individual, the interaction of external and internal self-
characteristics, and then the individual and outcome, the finalization of the process
as either successful or unsuccessful adaptation.
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2.6.1. Risk factors

Any contact with risky circumstances refers to the possibility of experiencing
negative outcomes (Kirby & Fraser, 1997). The relative factors labeled as risky
enabling individuals to be non-resilient depend on the target population (child, teen,
adult, or old) and the setting (school, hospital, work-place, etc.). For instance,
premature birth (Bradley et al., 1994) is exemplified as a risk factor in resilience
literature, but it is evident that such risk condition is mostly related with the early
period of infancy while low SES as a risk-increasing factor applies to all age-groups.
However, Beltman et al. (2011) reviewed the potential risk factors increasing the
chance of being non-resilient from the perspective of teacher resilience.

Depending on the extensive-review of research about teacher resiliency (Beltman et
al., 2011), prominent risk factors were listed under different classifications. The
factors influencing the resiliency of teachers are quite context-specific as
professional or school-related challenges, or personal attributes negatively affecting
the state of resiliency. The review also indicates that the most studied subject areas
with respect to the challenges associated with resilience was classroom management
and disruptive students under contextual risk factors while negative self-belief and
negative self-confidence were the leading individual risk factors associated with
lower resiliency of teachers. Based on the bulk of reviewed studies, the contextual
aspects at school environment are quite worthy of attention for enhancing supportive

actions that are likely to empower teacher resiliency.
2.6.2. Protective factors

Protective factors refer to the conditions moderating the negative influence of risky
circumstances or hardship, and support the adaptation of individuals (Masten, 1994).
In other words, they function as a defense mechanism against the risk factors
(Greene & Conrad, 1999) surrounding individuals or organizations. The relevant
literature about protective factors mostly highlight the factors associated with
vulnerable groups (e.g., children, elderly people, disaster victims) while the research
on teacher resiliency has started after 2000s (Beltman et al., 2011). Based on the
reviews done by Beltman and her colleagues (2011), a number of factors shielding

the maintenance of resiliency were systemically reviewed and categorically listed as
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individual protective factors and contextual protective factors. With regard to the
factors listed, the most studied issues identified as an individual protective factor are
personal attributes with altruism (self-sacrifice), moral value, and faith while the
contextual protective factors are the support of administration at school. The relative
importance or effect size of the listed factors on resilience enhancement in the
reviewed studies was not reported; hence, it is not possible to determine which one

of them is more influential than others for the resiliency of teachers.

As a differing aspect of protective factors, individual factors over-weight the
contextual factors while the case is reverse for the risk factors. This implies that
decreasing the negative influence of contextual risk factors and empowering
individual protective factors would strongly support the enhancement of resilience.
Another issue is that individual factors for either risk or protective ones are quite
consistent with the factors cited for resiliency of the other groups of people (e.g.,
child, adolescent, disaster victims, or elderly people), which is evident from the
extant literature (Kumpfer, 1999). It can be concluded that the contextual factors and
some individual attributes should be assessed depending on the population and

setting-specific aspects for exploring resiliency.
2.6.3. Resilience studies in Turkish context

Resilience research in Turkish context largely began after 2000s (Karabulut & Balci,
2017) and a variety of scales were adapted or developed by the researchers (e.g.,
Gizir, 2005; Giirgan, 2006; Karairmak, 2007). As evident from the extensive
literature, resilience research was conducted in different fields such as disasters,
trauma, health problems, and family problems. In a similar fashion, in Turkish
literature, different types of studies in various issues have been conducted by the
scholars. Regarding the studies conducted, Gizir (2004) and Arastaman (2011)
investigated the factors affecting the resiliency of students. Karairmak (2007)
conducted a study with the people who were impacted by the earthquake disaster that
happened in Marmara Region in 1999. Ozcan (2006) explored the resiliency of

children whose parents were divorced.

Other than these studies, in relation to resilience research in education context,

Kirimoglu, Yildirim, and Temiz (2010) studied the resiliency of physical education
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teachers. Karabulut and Balci (2017) searched the relationship between locus of
control and school administrators’ level of resilience, and also reported how the
resiliency of school administrators differed with respect to certain background
variables such as gender, school type, years of experience, and level of education. In
addition, Giirgan (2006) investigated the resiliency of teacher candidates. Kaya
(2007) studied to what extent hope, self-esteem, and external factors predict

resilience among the students from a regional boarding school.

Considering the role of resilience in adapting people to the difficult conditions, the
interest of scholars from the field of education towards resilience is not suprsing
because of the ever-increasing speed of educational changes in recent years
(Erdogan, 2014) and the growing complexity of problems in schooling have seemed
to make the members of TES exhausted. Accordingly, the question of how the
members of TES can survive under those circumstances turns into a popular

explorable subject among the scholars.
2.7. Readiness for Organizational Change and Resilience Relationship

In their seminal article that is based on conceptualization of readiness for
organizational change, Armenakis et al. (1993) states: “individuals will avoid
activities believed to exceed their coping capabilities, but will undertake and perform
those which they judge themselves to be capable of...” (p. 686). Depending on this
definition, the coping ability of people in maintaining activities or change attempts
appears to be pivotal. In a similar fashion, in resilience literature, resilience is
regarded as an important coping capability at the time of compelling conditions
(Panksepp, 2014; Block & Kremen, 1996). In the literature, there are different
studies about the relationship between employee attitude and resilience (e.g.,
Wanberg & Banas, 2000; Caligkan, 2011). Also, in relation to the cruciality of
resilience at the time of change implementations, Luthans (2002) identifies resilience
as a “positive psychological capacity to rebound, to ‘bounce back’ from adversity,
uncertainty, conflict, failure, or even positive change, progress and increased
responsibility” (p. 702). Supporting this argument, Avey, Wernsing, and Luthans
(2008) stated resilience as positive psychological capital including hope, optimism,
and efficacy. In their studies, resilience was associated with positive emotions which

in turn was related to employee attitude. Depending on these perspectives and
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studies conducted, readiness for change as a positive employee attitude has to do

with resilience construct.
2.8. The Change Plan: Novice Teacher Training Program

In the spring of 2016, a large-scale nationwide change plan about the training of new
teachers was executed by the MONE depending on the legislation (Resmi Gazete,
2016). This nationwide change initiative offers an orientation program taking Six-
months for the novice teachers who are recently assigned as teachers in different
branches of teaching at K-12 schools across the country. The main rationales behind
this particular training program are two-fold; 1) Helping teachers get used to the
places where they will be carrying out their profession, and 2) Lessening initial
burnout problems of new teachers through early orientation and mentoring. While
the second rationale seems a common concern for all teachers, but the first rationale
is specifically related with country-specific issues. In particular, there have been
quite diverse socioeconomic, ethnic, and cultural groups of people all around the
different regions of the country in Turkey. Especially, the rural parts, eastern and
southeastern regions of the country are regarded as less developed places where
disadvantaged groups are living compared with the larger and industrialized cities.
Accordingly, the practice of teaching in those regions may be hardened and new
teachers may need to be supported and well informed prior to starting teaching

profession.

Every year, more than ten-thousands of new and mostly young teachers are assigned
to the different cities of Turkey, mostly to the rural regions, and east and
southeastern parts while these new teachers have been trained in big cities. However,
most of people living in those places are socioeconomically weak and sometimes far
away from the basics of schooling. For example, some children learn Turkish at
school because their mother tongues are different from the official medium of
instruction. Also, some families of children may not be fully aware of the importance
of schooling or not capable of sending their children to school, depending on a
number of factors (e.g., economic hardships; working at farmlands; biases in girls’
education). All these matters make the teaching profession harder for the novice
teachers than their senior colleagues. Therefore, these young teachers in their first
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years are most likely to come across a number of issues other than those that just
require basic teaching skills in the schools they are assigned to.

While the issues mentioned above are specific for Turkey, a research conducted in
the United states points out that teacher experiences the highest level of burnout at
the beginning of teaching career (Shakrani, 2008), and the rate of job exit for
teachers in the first 5 years is 17% (Gray & Taie, 2015). Supporting this finding, the
documented adaptation challenges of novice teachers in Turkey are consistent with
the extant literature (Oztiirk, 2008). Given these findings, the attempt for such an
orientation program may serve as a means to minimize the burnout concerns of the
novice teachers. Also, it is evident that the practice of teaching at actual classes does
not totally comply with the theoretical subjects taught at undergraduate degree even
if students at undergraduate level are required to practice internships at schools for a
short period of time. It is also emphasized in Turkish literature that supportive
educational opportunities in teaching profession are found to lessen burnout
problems (Cemaloglu & Sahin, 2007). Therefore, such a change attempt is likely to
contribute to the professional well-being of novice teachers. Based on the concerns
and motivations stated above, a six-month of novice teacher training program was
launched in March of 2016. The details of the program were provided in the
appendix section (Appendix 1). The program has three main training divisions; 1)
Training in-class & in-school taking 384-hour; 2) Training out of school taking 90-
hour; 3) In-service training with a 168-hour program. The training program lasts a
total of 642 hours, excluding the film-watching and book-reading periods. While
some subjects of the program show similarity with the course contents taught at
undergraduate level, the activities out of school and in-service training have unique
attributes with contemporary local practices. Within the training program, a mentor
teacher, more experienced teacher in the school, also accompanies novice teachers
and grades her/his performance at the end. After all these training processes, the
participants are also required to pass a written and oral examination to be assigned as
permanent teacher. The implementation and coordination of program is left to the

provincial authorities (Resmi Gazete, 2016).

In the current study, this large-scale change attempt was adopted as a change

proposal in order to execute an experimental attitude change intervention and to
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explore a hypothesized model of certain variables (resilience, cognitive dissonance,
and readiness for change) among the target population, the 4™ and 3™ year students
of faculty of education. The selected participant groups are the closest prospective
members of the impending change, so their sense of awareness and familiarization
with the program is acknowledged as quite high. Since this training program was just
used as an assessment tool for the research questions defined above and the offered
change plan was quite recent, the necessary details of the program were conveyed to
the participants during data collection-time. Therefore, the participants were well-

informed about the forthcoming change in their professional career.
2.9. Summary of the Literature Review

In Turkish education system, the number of educational change attempts has
accelerated, but the concerns of stakeholders have also raised in the same extent.
Especially, the discontent of organizational members and the high failure rates have
oriented scholars, practitioners, and policy-makers to answer the question of why
change outcomes were not realized as expected. In the organizational change
literature, there are a number of frames of references to explore the change process

and respective sources of problems.

Given the bulk of research pertaining to the organizational change practices, the
individual side of change has been much emphasized in such a way that human
element in change practices is said to be ignored and thereby the change attempts are
doomed to failure (Beer & Nohria, 2000; Bouckenooghe, 2009; Clegg & Walsh,
2004; Tsouskas & Chia, 2002). Supporting this notion, in Turkish educational
context, the disregarded role of stakeholders prior to the implementation of
educational change practices is articulated by numerous reserachers (Grossman,
Onkol, & Sands, 2007; Giiven, 2012; Tiirkan & Grossman, 2011). In that sense, a
closer examination of scholars for understanding the attittudes of educators towards
educational practices has become popular (e.g., Aydin & Sahin, 2016; Calik & Er,
2014; Demir & Erdogan, 2016; Kalman & Bozbaymndir, 2017; Levent, 2016).
Regarding the individual side of change, the positive and negative employee attitude
towards change are identified as one of core aspects for a successful change
implementation (Clegg & Walsh, 2004).
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In relation to the positive employee attitudes, readiness for change is extensively
studied (Rafferty et al., 2013) and identified as the initial steps or unfreezing and
subsequent moving sections of a change process (Bernerth, 2004). The respective
concept suggests that changing the attitude of people for making them ready may
contribute to the success of change attempts. While the extant literature documents a
number of factors associated with readiness for change, the occurrence of readiness
for change or changing the attitudes of organizational members seemed to take less
attention. In relation to the creation of readiness for change among organizational
members, the guiding change message model of Armenakis et al. (1993;1999)
provide some practical implications to explore. In this model, the communication of
change message involving five key aspects (self-efficacy, principal support,
discrepancy, appropriateness, and personal valence) to organizational members was
identified as the source of successful change. With respect to the practicability of
these aspects in organizational change and particularly readiness for organizational
change context, Holt et al. (2007b) developed a RFOC scale representing these five
aspects of change message. The scale was generated around these factors;
appropriateness, management support, change efficacy, and personally beneficial
(personal benefit). Depending on this change message model and relevant RFOC
scale, an experimental attitude-change or creation of readiness for change seemed

plausible through communicating a change message.

With regard to the depiction of change in organizations, varying frames of references
have been offered as; content, contextual, process, and outcome aspects (Armenakis
& Bedeian, 1999); life cycle, dialectical, teleological, and evolutionary perspectives
(Van de Ven & Poole, 1995). Besides these, the frame of social cognition theory
(Bandura, 1986) is also suggested to be adopted to understand change in
organizations. In social cognition theory, it is assumed that each individual may
interpret change differently because of cognitive processes people experience while
understanding change (Kezar, 2001; Weick, 1995). Depending on this perspective,
social cognitive theory is also thought to be a substantive theory for understanding
the human side of change. For the explanation of the organizational change from the
perspective of social cognition theory, the question of “why change occurs” is

explained with the occurrence of cognitive dissonance (Kezar, 2001).
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Supporting this approach, in the relevant literature, an experimental attitude change
concept has extensively been discussed with respect to the cognitive dissonance
theory for more than fifty years (Festinger, 1957). The formation of cognitive
dissonance and subsequent attitude change seemed to have some communalities with
the idea of experimental attitude change through appropriate change messages. That
Is to say, cognitive dissonance theory assumes that people are prone to change their
attitudes when they receive a counter attitudinal information. The act of receiving
counter attitudinal message or information makes individuals dissonant and thereby
these individuals feel forced to change their attitude to get rid of dissonance and
reach consonance. Even more, the higher degree of dissonance is likely to lead to
more attitude change. Based on this idea, the change message model and cognitive

dissonance theory may help us better explore the course of attitude change.

Other than these issues, one other construct regarded as positive personality trait,
resilience can be associated with the development of cognitive dissonance
experience and thereby the factors of RFOC. Depending on cognitive adaptation
theory (Aspinwal & Taylor, 1992) and the defining terms of resilience (Major et al.,
1998), resilience can be considered as a strong personality trait identified with self-
esteem, optimism and perceived control (Taylor & Brown, 1988, as cited in
Wanberg & Banas, 2000, p. 133). In this respect, resilience as coping mechanism is
likely to influence the generation of discomfort at the time cognitive dissonance.
Specifically, depending on the studies reporting the negative relationship of positive
personality traits (psychopathic traits, extraversion, & low self-monitoring) and
cognitive dissonance related discomfort, resilience can be another potential factor
that may serve as inhibitor for cognitive dissonance and accordingly the occurrence

of less attitude change experience.

The theoretical knowledge derived from the relevant literature review was thought to
suggest a practical perspective for exploring attitude change. In this regard, the
recent change attempt, Novice Teacher Training Program, executed by MONE
(Resmi Gazete, 2016) was adopted as a change plan to examine the attitudes of the
attendants in the program. The training program offers an extensive variety of tasks
to be achieved by young teachers who are found to be eligible as prospective

teachers upon passing the Public Personnel Selection Exam (KPSS). However,
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exploring the initial attitudes of the prospective attendants of this program towards
the change and helping them change their attitudes through creating cognitive

dissonance may provide some insightful findings and interpretations.
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CHAPTER 3

METHOD

The following chapter presents the methodological components of the study. First,
the overall design of the study was described. Second, sampling procedure with
participant information is provided. Subsequently, the data collection instruments
used in the study along with the information about the adaptation and piloting of the
instruments were introduced in detail. Finally, the data collection procedures, data
analysis, and the prospective limitations of the study were presented.

3.1. Overall Design of the Study

One part of this study employed a quasi-experimental design since experimental
studies aim to explore the cause-and-effect associations among the variables
(Fraenkel, Wallen, & Hyun, 2012). Of the experimental designs, a pretest/posttest
quasi-experimental design with nonequivalent groups was employed (Charles &
Mertler, 2002) in order to understand whether the participants’ readiness for
organizational change level (personal benefit, change-efficacy, management support,
and appropriateness) altered as a result of the addressed instruction types (positive
instruction, negative instruction, and no instruction or control condition) which were
about a recent change proposal (Novice Teacher Training Program). The participants
being exposed to one of three instruction types at the post-test stage were classified
depending on their initial RFOC levels (positive attitude group, negative attitude

group, and control group) assessed at the pre-test stage.

In data analysis, however, the relevant RFOC scores occurred over time (pre-test &
post-test) were transformed into a new variable termed as Magnitude of Readiness

for Organizational Change, obtained through subtracting the posttest scores from the
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pretest scores for each factor of RFOC. By this transformation, the experimental data
provided the amount of attitude change, which occurred over time (pretest and
posttest) for each factor of RFOC. Following the transformation of the raw RFOC
data, One-Way MANOVA was performed in order to compare the magnitude of
RFOC that each group experienced.

The other part of the study sought to explore the potential relationships among the
following variables; the magnitude of RFOC (personal benefit, change-efficacy,
management support, and appropriateness) generated over time (pretest and posttest)
in the experimental design, cognitive dissonance, and resilience. To accomplish this,
correlational design was thought to be appropriate because this particular design
allows for the investigation of potential relationships between two or more variables
(Fraenkel et al., 2012). In this regard, path model was adopted as a correlation
method, depending on the suggestion that path model provides an effective
exploration of the associations among the selected variables simultaneously (Kline,
2011).

In brief, this study was designed to answer the following research questions through

the data analysis methods described above.

1. How do the three groups of participants (positive attitude group, negative
attitude group, and control group) differentiate in the magnitude of attitude

change obtained for each dimension of RFOC?

2. How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the positive attitude

group?

3. How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of
attitude change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the negative attitude

group?
3. 2. Sampling Procedure and Participants

The data was collected in the spring semester of the 2015-2016 academic year.
Before starting data collection, the required permission for collecting data at the

selected university was received through applying to the university’s Human
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Subjects Ethics Committee (Appendix A). The participants of the study were the 3",
4™ and 5" grade students pursuing undergraduate education from a wide range of
disciplines (Foreign Language Education, Mathematics and Science Education,
Computer Education and Instructional Technology Elementary and Early Childhood
Education) at the Faculty of Education of the particular university. The population of
the study was the total number of enrolled 3", 4™ and 5™ grade students which were
754 for the 2015-2016 academic year, based on the provided official records of the
university. For the sample selection, considering a quasi-experimental design was
chosen in this study, the random assignment of the samples was not feasible.
Therefore, ten different intact classes of EDS (Educational Sciences) courses were
chosen in order to ensure an optimum sample homogeneity because EDS classes
hosted different students from all the departments at the same time, serving as the
provider of teaching pedagogy subjects to the students of Faculty of Education. The
collection of all data was done by the researcher and each participant of the study
took a stationary gift card as an incentive for taking part in this research. Also, at the
time of data collection, the researcher especially asked for the respondents to pay
enough attention to any probability of missing case while answering the questions.
Therefore, the proper collection of data was assured by way of these precautions.
Upon completing the data collection process, necessary debriefing was done in

relation to the respective study.
3.2.1. Participants

The data was collected from 10 intact classes with approximately 25 students in each
class. A total number of 201 undergraduate students participated in the study. The
participants were pursuing their undergraduate degrees as the 3", 4™ or 5™ graders
and having majors in various fields of education as follows; Foreign Language
Education (32.8%), Mathematics and Science Education (49.7%), Computer
Education and Instructional Technology (15.4%), and Elementary and Early
Childhood Education (1.5%). The proportion of the students participating to the
study was almost consistent with the total population of each department of the
Faculty of Education. The sample were made up of 165 (81.6%) female and 36
(17.4%) male students. The percentage of male and female participants of the study

were also nearly consistent with the official record of Faculty of Education regarding
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the proportion of female students (75.6%) and male students (24.4%) in total. With
respect to the distribution of grades, 36.8% of the participants were 3™ graders,
60.2% of the participants was 4™ graders, and the rest 2.5% was the 5" graders.
Besides the demographic information of the participants, they were also asked how
important they found the “Novice Teacher Training Program” recently proposed by
the MONE for new teachers who will be assigned to the public schools. Majority of
them reported the training program as important for them with a mean score of 3.79
out of 5, which was an indicator of the fact that the proposed change plan was much

valued by the participants.

Conducting the study as pretest and posttest in two phases, the number of
participants for each stage showed variation. For the pretest, there were a total of 201
participants as stated above while the number of the participants at the posttest
decreased to 163 participants because of the absent students at the time of instrument
implementation. The demographic characteristics of the participants were displayed
in Table 4. There were two experimental groups which took either positive
instruction or negative instruction about a change plan (Novice Teacher Training
Program), and one control group having no instruction. There were 52 participants
for the positive experimental group, 52 students for the negative experimental group,

and 59 students for the control group.
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Table 4

Demographic Characteristics of the Participants

Attitude Groups
Negative Positive Control

Gender

Female 44 41 48

Male 8 11 11
Class

3" Grade 21 17 26

4" Grade 31 32 33

5" Grade 0 3 0
Department

Foreign Language Educ. 28 19 12

(FLE)

Elementary Science Educ. 5 5 15

(ESE)

Elementary Math. Educ. 4 5 13

(EME)

Computer Educ. 3 8 16

Instructional Tech. (CEIT)

Early Childhood Educ. 10 12 0

(ECE)

Chemistry Educ. (CE) 1 1 2

Physic Educ. (PE) 1 2 1

3.3. Data Collection Instruments

With respect to the data collection tools, the following instruments were used,
Readiness for Organizational Change Scale (Holt et al., 2007b), Ego Resiliency
Scale (Block & Kremen, 1996; Karairmak, 2007), and Cognitive Dissonance
Thermometer (Elliot & Devine, 1994). Prior to the main study, a pilot study was
conducted in order to assess the reliability and validity of the instruments used in the

study. The following section provided the details of the piloting process.
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3.3.1. Pilot study

Regarding the pilot of the selected instruments, the scales were administered to a
total of 343 undergraduate students. Of the participating students, the number of
females (N = 276) outnumber the number of males (N = 67). With regard to the
grade level variations among the students, they were from the 2" (2%), 3" (40.3%),
4™ (54.5%), and 5" (2.7%) grades. The participants represented a range of academic
disciplines, including Foreign Language Education (39.1%), Mathematics and
Science Education (47.2%), Computer Education and Instructional Technology
(12.5%), and Elementary and Early Childhood Education (1.2%).

3.3.2. Sample and procedure

The data for pilot study was collected through stratified sampling. Stratification in
sampling allowed to reach the same proportion of students from each department as
they existed in the population (Fraenkel et al., 2012). With regard to the adequacy of
the sample size for conducting CFA (Confirmatory Factor Analysis), as a rule of
thumb, at least 200 participants were suggested to be enough (Kline, 2011). The
number of 343 cases in this particular pilot study met the suggested sample size
criteria. Prior to moving on to the analysis of the pilot data, the recommended
assumption checks were made as follows: missing value analysis, univariate outliers,
multivariate outliers, univariate normality, multivariate normality, linearity, and
multicollinearity (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007).

Conducting the missing value analysis through Little’s MCAR Test (Little & Rubin,
1987), the results yielded non-significant Chi-square values for all scales, meaning
that the missing patterns of the data were in a random way. For detecting the extreme
cases in the data set, univariate and multivariate outlier checks were done
respectively. Univariate outliers were identified as the cases with standardized z-
scores above +3.29 and below -3.29, as recommend by Tabachnick and Fidell
(2007). As for the detection of multivariate outliers, Mahalonobis distance was
calculated (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007) and nine cases exceeding the critical Chi-
square value were treated as the multivariate outliers to be excluded from the

analysis. Observing that the exclusion of the detected outliers from the data set made
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the results of the analysis normally distributed, the outliers were not kept in the data
set at the end.

Upon reorganizing the data set in accordance with the results of univariate and
multivariate outlier analysis, univariate normality was checked through the skewness
and kurtosis values in order to detect the non-normal data. The results of univariate
normality indicated that few items in different scales were slightly over the
recommended cut-off values, between +3 and -3 for skewness and Kkurtosis
(Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). In addition, the observational check of histograms, Q-
Q plots, and box-plots assured the researcher that the univariate normality was
satisfied. With regard to the inspection of multivariate normality, the AMOS Version
18 (Arbuckle, 2009) output revealed that the multivariate kurtosis values for all the
scales were below the critical ratio of 10, indicating moderate non-normality. Thus,
it can be concluded the normality assumptions were satisfied. As for the detection of
linearity assumption, the residual plots and scatterplots were created. Visual check of
the plots revealed that the assumption of linearity was met. Next, the assumption of
multicollinearity was controlled through Pearson correlation coefficients. All the
scales met the assumption without having any variable, exceeding the cut-off
multicollinearity value of .90 (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). After satisfying the
required assumptions of the Confirmatory Factor Analysis, a series of CFA analyses
were executed for each scale through AMOS (Analysis of Moment Structures)
Version 18 (Arbuckle, 2009), in the following section.

3.3.3. Readiness for Organizational Change

Readiness for Organizational Change scale (Appendix B) was developed by Holt and
his colleagues (2007b) in order to measure the readiness of individual members
towards the change activities initiated within their organization. The scale consisted
of 25 items with 4 factors as follows; change efficacy, appropriateness, management
support, and personal valence. With respect the reported reliability of the scale by
the developers, the coefficient alphas ranged between .65 and .94. The response
format of the scale was a 7-point Likert-type ranging from “strongly disagree” (1) to
“strongly agree” (7), but the researcher administered the instrument with a 5-point
Likert-type scaling in this particular study in order to ensure a consistent (5-point

Likert-type) scaling among all other scales administered. Adaptation of the scale to
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Turkish was done by the researcher through this study. Upon obtaining the
permission from the developers of the instrument, the instrument was translated into
Turkish by three different experts: two English Language Teaching instructors who
work at a university; one doctoral student who has an undergraduate degree of
English Language Teaching. Afterwards, in order to figure out the best combination
of three different translations, the researcher and one expert from the field of
Educational Administration and Planning evaluated the translations and agreed upon
the appropriate items. Later on, with the help of two different experts from the field
of Educational Sciences, some minor modifications were made on the scale in order
to contextualize the items within Turkish education context in general and the

addressed change proposal “Novice Teacher Training Program” in particular.

3.3.3.1. Confirmatory factor analysis of Readiness for Organizational

Change

For the validation of Readiness for Organizational Change instrument, item-
parceling method was preferred because Kline (2001) recommends using item-
parceling while conducting CFA for the scales having more than 5 items.
Considering that the scale has a total of 25 items, ten item parcels were created. The
CFA results revealed an acceptable model fit as presented in Table 5

Table 5

Goodness of Fit Indexes for Four Factor Model of RFOC

v df ¥ldf  CFI TLI RMSEA SRMR

Model 1 100.168*** 28 3.58 .96 .93 .09 .04

***p < 001

3.3.3.2 Reliability of Readiness for Organizational Change

The reliability of Readiness for Organizational Change Scale was assessed by
conducting Cronbach Alpha coefficient. The Cronbach alpha was found as .78 for
personal benefit subscale, .78 for change efficacy subscale, .75 for management
support subscale, and .93 for appropriateness subscale. In relation to improvement of
the reliability scores if any of the items was deleted, no item was detected to make

the reliability scores much better for each subscale.
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3.3.4. Ego Resiliency Scale

The Ego Resiliency Scale (Block & Kremen, 1996) (Appendix C) was developed in
order to measure the personal capacity of individuals in adjusting to the ever-
changing life events. The original scale has 14 items with one dimension with a
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of .76. Turkish adaptation of the Ego Resiliency Scale
was carried out by Karairmak (2007) and the scale was reformulated as a three-factor
structure as; Personal Strengths Relating Recovery; Positive Self-Appraisals;
Openness to New Experience. The reported reliability scores for Turkish participants
were respectively .66, .63, and .67. However, depending on the original one-factor
structure, one-factor solution was tested in this particular study.

3.3.4.1. Confirmatory factor analysis of Ego Resiliency Scale

For the validation of the scale in the present study, CFA was run to test one-factor
structure of the scale for the current data. Depending on the suggestions of Kline
(2011), which recommend item parceling for the scales having more than five items,
item parceling technique was performed for the Ego Resiliency Scale. Upon creating
four parcels for the total 14 items, CFA was conducted for the one-factor solution.
As presented in Table 6, the CFA model provided a perfect fit for the one-factor
model. The range of standardized estimates were between .66 and .76.

Table 6

Goodness of Fit Indexes for One-Factor Model of Ego Resiliency Scale

2 df  z2/df CFI TLI RMSEA SRMR
Model 1 5.97 (p=.05) 2 299 99 97 08 02

3.3.4.2. Reliability of Ego Resiliency Scale

In order to assess the internal consistency of the scale, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient
was calculated for the total scale. The reliability score was found as .83 for Ego
Resiliency Scale. With respect to the improvement of the reliability scores if any of
the items was deleted, excluding any item does not contribute to the reliability score

much better for the total scale.
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3.3.5. Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer

In the measurement of cognitive dissonance, Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer
(Devine, Tauer, Barron, Elliot, & Vance, 1999; Elliot & Devine, 1994) (Appendix
D) was adapted into Turkish through this study. The scale has 14 items asking
participants to rate how they feel “at that moment” on a 7-point Likert type scale
ranging from 1 “does not apply at all” to 7 “applies very much”. However, the
response format of the scale was rearranged as a 5-point Likert type scale in order to
ensure consistency of scaling among all other instruments having a 5-Likert type
format. The scale has four factors as; Discomfort, Positive, Negself (Negative self-
directed affect), and Embarrassment, which consist of a number of words describing
personal feelings such as “bothered”, “uncomfortable”, and “uneasy”. However, only
the discomfort construct was identified with cognitive dissonance thermometer, other
sub-constructs were used as discriminant validity measures and unobtrusive
questions to minimize the concerns of experimental demand (Elliot & Devine, 1994)
which is an internal validity threat in experimental studies (Orne, 1962). The
reported reliability coefficient of the whole scale was .80. After receiving the
permission from the corresponding author for adapting the scale to Turkish, three
different experts having a major of English Language Teaching translated the
instrument. Subsequently, depending on the evaluations and agreements of the
researcher and an expert from the field of Educational Sciences, the most appropriate
translations from three versions of Turkish translation were chosen and the final
version of the scale was made ready for piloting.

3.3.5.1. Confirmatory factor analysis of Cognitive Dissonance

Thermometer

To examine the validity of the scale for Turkish context, one-factor structure of the
Dissonance Thermometer was tested through conducting CFA. The initial CFA
results gave out a poor fit of the structure to the model. Checking the modification
indexes, the error covariance of the pairs (6-9; 7-8; 12-13) was freely estimated. The
subsequent CFA indicated a good fit of the factor structure to the model (Table 7).

Standardized estimates of the scale ranged from .45 to .90.
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Table 7

Goodness of Fit Indexes for Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer

2 df  x2/df CFI TLI RMSEA  SRMR
Model 1~ 114.171%%* 59  1.90 .92 .90 06 05
Model 2 92.486 (p=.02) 56 1.65 .97 .96 05 05

***p <001

3.3.5.2. Reliability of Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer

With respect to the reliability of the scale, the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient values
were found as .83 for Discomfort, .87 for Negative-self, .89 for Positive, and .39 for
Embarrassment. None of the items contributed to the improvement of the reliability
of the scores in any case of deleting the items. Considering the Discomfort construct
would be actual cognitive dissonance measure, it was decided that the low reliability
of Embarrassment would not affect the main data analysis.

3.4. Operational Definition of the Variables

Readiness for Organizational Change: The mean score obtained from Readiness for
Organizational Change (RFOC) Scale.

Magnitude of Readiness for Organizational Change: The score obtained through
subtracting the posttest RFOC scores from the pretest RFOC scores.

Change Efficacy: The mean score obtained from the Change Efficacy subscale of
RFOC Scale.

Magnitude of Change Efficacy: The score obtained through subtracting the posttest

Change Efficacy scores from the pretest Change Efficacy scores.

Appropriateness: The mean score obtained from the Appropriateness subscale of
RFOC Scale.

Magnitude of Appropriateness: The score obtained through subtracting the posttest
Appropriateness scores from the pretest Appropriateness scores.
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Management Support: The mean score obtained from the Management Support
subscale of RFOC Scale.

Magnitude of Management Support: The score obtained through subtracting the

posttest Management Support scores from the pretest Management Support scores.

Personal Benefit: The mean score obtained from the Personal Benefit subscale of
RFOC Scale.

Magnitude of Personal Benefit: The score obtained through subtracting the posttest

Personal Benefit scores from the pretest Personal Benefit scores.
Resilience: The mean score obtained from the Ego-Resiliency Scale.

Cognitive Dissonance: The mean score obtained from the Cognitive Dissoance

Thermometer.
3.5. Data Analysis

The purpose of the present study is two-fold. First, a pretest/posttest quasi-
experimental design with nonequivalent groups was employed. Based on the pretest
and posttest scores, one-way MANOVA was conducted in order to see how the
magnitude of change obtained for each RFOC factor differed among the groups of

the experiment.

Second, the obtained magnitude of change for each RFOC factor was also explored
through establishing two path models (positive attitude group and negative attitude
group) including one mediator (cognitive dissonance) and one predictor (resilience).
In the path models, the control group was excluded because one variable of the path
model (cognitive dissonance) could only be measured by way of creating a sense of
inconsistency resultant from counter attitudinal information between two time points
(pretest and posttest). This sense of inconsistency can only be achieved through the
instructions, either negative or positive, addressed to the participants while the
control group participants were not exposed to any kind of instruction and
subsequent essay writing. Accordingly, the conditions for creating cognitive
dissonance do not exist for the control group and thereby the control group was

excluded.
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3.5.1. Steps followed in the experimental stages and creating Cognitive

Dissonance

In this study, the source of data was obtained from a created experimental research.
In this part, the steps followed in each stage of experimentation is provided. As
displayed in the Figure 5, at the pre-test stage, a total of 201 students participated in
the study in their classroom setting at class-hour. Ten different classes were visited
by the researcher for collecting data and in each class the same course of actions
were followed. First, the instructors of the respective class left the class for creating
an appropriate data collection environment for the researcher. Then, the students
were informed about why such a research was needed and conducted by especially
stating the importance of their contributions to the study. In addition, in order to
raise the awareness of the participants about the research, the participants were
briefly informed about the upcoming training program in which they would be
trainees in order to be assigned as qualified teachers at state schools.

The participants were requested to identify themselves with a nickname and to write
the respective nicknames on the first page of the instrument booklets. Through this
approach, confidentiality concern was eliminated and the students were easily
detected for data collection at the follow-up session. The students first completed the
RFOC scale on which they expressed their opinions about an upcoming educational
change plan, Novice Teacher Training Program. Then, they completed the resilience
scale. After this step, the data collector left the classroom. This pre-test session took
an approximate of 15 minutes.

The gathered RFOC scales were examined in relation to the total RFOC scores for
each attendant. Prior to moving on to the post-test stage, based on the ratings of 201
participants, three groups were generated as; positive attitude group, negative
attitude group, and control group. In the formation of the groups, the calculated mean
score (M = 3.16) for all participants was adopted as reference point to classify the
participants into groups because the cut-off mean value (M = 3.16) was the average
mean for all the participants. The negative group was constituted with the
participants who rated below the cut-off RFOC mean value (M = 3.16) while the
positive group was formed with the participants rating above the cut-off mean value.

Last, the control group was created through the equal assignment of participants
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from both negative attitude group and positive attitude group. Upon assignment of
the participants to one of three groups, four weeks later, the post-stage was followed.

At the post-test session, each of the classes included previously in the pre-test
session was again visited by the researcher. Before starting the post-test sessions, the
instructor of the respective class again left the classroom. Then, the researcher
reminded the students of the purpose of his visit and stated that “You all know that
we (with the advisor of the research) are conducting a research about the recent
change initiative (Novice Teacher Training Program). This particular change is of
prime importance for all of you considering that you are pursuing your degrees at the
faculty of education. Your ideas and suggestions for this change initiative are quite
precious for the subsequent steps of this research and thereby the change proposal;
therefore, we ask you to provide your perspectives about this change. It is important
to note that you all are free to leave the session if you feel that you do not want to
participate”. After this short informing session, as part of voluntary participation to

the experiment, all the students were given a stationary gift card.

Next, the researcher divided the participants into three groups (positive attitude
group, negative attitude group, and control group) by calling their nicknames from a
previously prepared paper. Through this way, each of the three groups was seated in
different parts of the class in order to maintain independent observation. In addition,
the students were strongly requested to be silent like an exam-time while completing

with their individual tasks.

Afterwards, a bunch of instruments involving all post-test session documents was
handed out to the participants, depending on their pre-assigned groups and identified
nicknames from the pre-test session. First, the positive attitude group read a one-
page information sheet providing negative information (see Appendix E) about
Novice Teacher Training Program while the negative group read a one-page
information sheet providing positive information (see Appendix G) about Novice
Teacher Training Program. However, the control group was not given any kind of
information sheet, but they just completed RFOC scale. After the intervention groups
finished reading one-page information sheet. Then, they were requested to write a
one-page persuasive and strong essay about Novice Teacher Training Program (see

Appendix F & H). In essay writing, the negative attitude group was induced to write
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an essay (see Appendix H) favoring the training program while the positive group
was induced to write an essay (see Appendix F) disfavoring the training program. In
the instruction section of essay-writing part, for the positive attitude group, the

following statements were emphasized;

“As part of our scientific research, we are trying to gather personal opinions
about Novice Teacher Training Program in order to understand about why

this program can be useless and inefficient. We have already received the

opinions of some people about why the program will not work and become
inefficient. We ask you to write a strong and persuasive essay explaining why

this program will not work and become inefficient. You can express your

opinions in paragraphs or in lists of items. You have 10 minutes to complete

the essay writing section”.

With a similar approach, for the negative attitude group, the following instruction

was established;

“As part of our scientific research, we are trying to gather personal opinions
about Novice Teacher Training Program in order to understand about why

this program can be beneficial and efficient. We have already received the

opinions of some people about why the program will work well and become
efficient. We ask you to write a strong and persuasive essay explaining why

this program will become beneficial and efficient. You can express your

opinions in paragraphs or in lists of items. You have 10 minutes to complete

the essay writing section”.

The essay writing method was an application conducted within the induced
compliance paradigm in cognitive dissonance researches (e.g., Elliot & Devine,
1994; Sastre, 2014); therefore, the participants were induced to write a persuasive
essay. After this step, the intervention groups completed the Cognitive Dissonance
scale and then RFOC scale. In the end, necessary debriefing was done in relation to

the respective study. The post-test session took approximate 30 minutes.
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3.5.2. Preparation of the information sheets

As part of the experimental design, two types of information sheets about Novice
Teacher Training Program were prepared beforehand. The information sheets were
prepared as negative information sheet (for positive attitude group) and positive
information sheet (for positive attitude group). In relation to the steps followed for
the preparation of information sheets, the mass media speeches done by the top
administrative staff from the MONE, two prominent education unions, and the
Minister of Education at The Grand National Assembly of Turkey were used. In
addition, some scientific findings that noted the challenges of young teachers in their
early years, high rate of failures in change attempts, and the reasons behind the
change failures were utilized to prepare the information sheets. In each sheet, either
negative or positive information was included. While it was possible to prepare
hypothetical sheets, the information found in the mass media and scientific
researches were taken as reference in order to maintain the objectivity of sheets.
Also, the content and strength of each sheet was checked through putting similar
types of information from each side (negative or positive information).

One important point to note is that the information sheets were also considered as
supplemental material for the subsequent essay writing task because the pilot study
of the particular research had revealed that students seemed reluctant to express their
opinions in essay writing task without a prompting information sheet. Depending on
this fact, the participants were encouraged to reflect their ideas more in essay writing
section by way of provided information sheets. In addition, in cognitive dissonance
studies, a number of similar steps were adopted to create dissonance state (e.g.,
Burris et al., 1997; Glock & Kneer, 2009). In that sense, the use of information
sheets seemed feasible to encourage the attendants to involve in essay-writing task

much more, and thereby to experience cognitive dissonance.

3.6. Supplementary Analyses

In this section, before conducting main analysis, some supplementary analyses were
needed to be reported because the experimental nature of this study raised some
concerns like; whether the created dissonance scores really represented the

discomfort level of the participants; whether the induced essay writing task
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proceeded as thought by the researcher; and whether the addressed change proposal
really attracted the attention of the participants. All these issues mattered in this
study for the sake of true interpretation of the data findings, depending on the
recommendations from previous cognitive dissonance studies (Elliot & Devine,
1994; Sastre, 2014) and the nature of experimental designs (Haslam & McGarty,
2004).

3.6.1. Counter-attitudinal essay writing task: Framing negative and
positive information

In this study, the participants in the intervention groups were required to read a one-
page information sheet (negative or positive) about the change plan and write a
counter attitudinal essay. In the literature, it is noted that positive or negative
information will not be framed or perceived in the same manner by the individuals.
In particular, the persuading power of negative information was found to be much
stronger than that of positive information (Fiske, 1980; Maheswaran & Meyers-
Levy, 1990; Meyerowitz & Chaiken, 1987). These imply that attitude change may
not proceed as assumed in accordance with the provided information. Supporting this
notion, in a cognitive dissonance research, Elliot and Devine (1994) found a negative
relationship between attitude change and cognitive dissonance although there had to
be a positive relationship, based on the assumptions of the cognitive dissonance
theory (Festinger, 1957) Upon this finding, Elliot and Devine (1994) checked the
written essays and concluded that extreme and important attitudes were likely to be
more resistant to change than non-polarized and unimportant attitudes (Krosnick,
1988; Osgood & Tannenbaum, 1955; Rhine & Severance, 1970, as cited in Elliot &
Devine, 1994) and it was suggested to make the individuals involved in more
“cognitive work” prior to changing their attitudes (Goethels & Cooper, 1975, as cited
in Elliot & Devine, 1994).

Depending on the perspectives above, the essays of the participants were checked to
understand whether the participants confirmedly wrote the essays as they were
instructed. It is apparent that the task of essay writing was quite critical for the
development of cognitive dissonance and subsequent attitude change in this study.

Accordingly, for each treatment group, the individual essays were reviewed and
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rated under one of three sets as; “totally confirmed”; “partially confirmed”; or
“totally disconfirmed”. The selection of three sets (three- point Likert scaling) for
essay rating was based on the recommendations done by Jacoby and Matell (1971).
To ensure the reliability of the ratings for the essays, two different judges, unaware
of the research, read the essays and rated each with respect to three levels. The inter-
reliability between two ratings was .88. As displayed in Table 8, the results revealed
that most of the participants in the negative attitude group did not want to write
totally positive things about the program although they read a one-page information
favoring the program and then got induced to write an essay reflecting the positive
sides of the program. In particular, not all of the participants in the negative group (N
= 25) totally confirmed the positive change-message conveyed to them and wrote
essays in accordance with the induced instructions. However, this was not the case
for the positive attitude group. Nearly all of them (N = 48) became willing to write a

counter attitudinal essay.

The contrary dispositions of negative attitude group in essay writing were actually
consistent with some conceptual terms like attitude strength, selective exposure, and
confirmation bias explaining the psychology of extreme attitudes. These terms
suggest that some attitudes may be more resistant to change than others, depending
on a number of factors such as extremity, intensity, interest, latitude of rejection and
non-commitment, certainty, knowledge, direct experience, accessibility, importance,

and affective cognitive consistency (Krosnick & Smith, 1994).

Table 8
Confirmation Frequencies of the Participants in Relation to the Counter Attitudinal
Essay Writing
Attitude Groups Totally Partially Totally Total
Confirmed Confirmed  Disconfirmed
f p f p f p f P
Negative 25 48.07 20 603 7 13.46 52 100
Positive 48 9230 4 770 O 60.3 52 100
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All in all, the supplementary analysis provided a source of information for the
correct interpretation of the findings. Also, the analysis presented a validation for the

steps and tasks administered within the study.

3.6.2. Importance of the change plan and essay writing task

As documented in the literature review, one important component of creating
dissonance is to alert the participants through selecting important issues pertaining to
their self-interests (Voisin & Fointiat, 2013). In this respect, at the pre-test stage, all
of the participants from each group was asked to rate on a 5-Likert Type scale; How
important do you find the approaching change plan (Novice Teacher Training
Program)? As displayed in Table 9, the level of importance for the participants was
quite close to each other and did not display a statistically significant difference
between each other, meaning that the importance level did not become a
confounding variable for the groups in the subsequent steps of the experiment.

Table 9
Means and Standard Deviations for the Importance of the Change Plan and Essay
Writing Task

Attitude Groups

Negative Positive Control

M SD M SD M SD
How important do you find the 3.74 1.02 3.82 91 384 1.05
approaching change plan
(Novice Teacher Training
Program)?
How important were the results 4.02 94 406 .84 na na
of your essay?
How bad do you feel for the 1.90 91 2.16  1.00 na na

essay you wrote?

Note. n.a: Not applicable

In addition, at the post-test stage, they were requested to answer the question by
rating a 5-Likert Type scale; “How important were the results of your essay”?

Through this question, the attention of the participants to the essay writing task was
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assessed. It was found that the overall mean score for this question was pretty high,

indicating that the participants paid enough attention to the task.

The participants were also asked to respond the following question; “How bad do
you feel for the essay you wrote?” The total response score of each group seemed
consistent with their measured discomfort level (cognitive dissonance). This
similarity can be regarded as a validation for the cognitive dissonance measurement
because a recent review (Freijy & Kothe, 2013) on cognitive dissonance theory
especially emphasizes the difficulty of assessing the correct degree of dissonance

experienced.

3.7.Path Analysis

Path analysis is defined as a more comprehensive and extended version of a multiple
regression model (Schumacker & Lomax, 2004). Being a more powerful data
analysis technique than regression in examining the probability of causal
associations among three or more variables, path analysis allows the researcher to
frame a theory about the probable causes of a certain phenomenon, through which
identified causal relationships among the selected variables explain the reasons
behind the occurrence of that particular phenomenon and thereby the correlations
reveal how the formulated theory is consistent with the extant literature (Kline,

2011). In the following lines, the terminologies of path analysis were provided.

Path model is a structural diagram consisting of independent (exogenous), dependent
(endogenous), and intermediary (mediator) variables, through which a hypothesized
causal relationship among the observed variables were represented (Kline, 2011).

Endogenous variable is the synonym of dependent variable and predicted by the
independent (exogenous) variable(s) in a manner of direct or indirect way in the
model (Byrne, 2010). In this study, the endogenous variables are the four dimensions
(personal benefit, change efficacy, management support, and appropriateness) of
RFOC scale.
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Exogenous variable is equivalent to independent variable and functions as the cause
of variations in the values of the other variables of the model. (Byrne, 2010). The

exogenous variable of this study is Ego Resiliency scale.

Mediator: It is alluded as a variable explaining the relationship between criterion
variable(s) and predictor variable(s) (Baron & Kenny, 1986). The mediator variable

of this study is cognitive dissonance construct.

Path coefficients/path weights: are statistical estimates of direct effects calculated
through the effect of independent variable(s) on dependent variable(s) in a path
model (Kline, 2011).

The Bentler Comparative Fit Index (CFI): It is an incremental fit index assessing
how the proposed model complies with a baseline model (the independence model)
(Kline, 2011). CFI has a range of values between 0 and 1. According to Bentler
(1992), CFI value higher than .90 is an indicative of acceptable model fit while the
recommended CFI value for a good model fit should be greater than .95 (Hu &
Bentler, 1999).

Tucker-Lewis index (TLI): It is an incremental (comparative) fit index. Like CFl, the
TLI has a score range between 0 and 1. The higher scores mean better model fit, but

a higher value of .95 is just regarded as a good fit (Hu & Bentler, 1999).

Chi square (x2): It is the most commonly used goodness-of-fit indices to evaluate the
fit between the proposed model and the covariance matrix. A significant value of x*
means the hypothesized model does not fit the sample data (Kline, 2011). However,
the %2 test statistics are quite sensitive to large sample size; therefore, to remedy this
limitation, normed chi-square (x2/df) is also used with a cut-off value of 3 for an
acceptable fit (Kline, 2011).

Root mean square error of approximation (RMSEA): It is an estimate of badness-of-
fit index comparing the hypothesized and independence model. The RMSEA value
closer to zero is an indication of good fit (Kline, 2011). While the values below .08
is considered to be an acceptable fit value, a RMSEA value of .05 or lower is
accepted as a good fit (Browne & Cudeck, 1993). Besides that, the values between
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.08 and .10 are also regarded as mediocre fit, but the values exceeding .10 is an

indication of poor fit (MaCallum, Browne, & Sugawara, 1996).

Standardized Root Mean Square Residual (SRMR): It is “the overall difference
between the observed and predicted correlations” (Kline, 2011, p. 209). For SRMR,
the values of .08 or below are regarded as indicators for a good fitting model (Hu &
Bentler, 1999) while the recommended value for a well-fitting model is .05 or less
(Bryne, 2010).
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS

This chapter involves the data analyses of three separate research questions through
conducting One-Way MANOVA and two path analysis. In view of that, the relevant
data analysis and subsequent results were reported in three different sections. Prior to
the main data analysis in each section, as a preliminary step, the recommend
assumptions (i.e., sample size, missing value analysis, univariate and multivariate
outliers, univariate and multivariate normality, multicollinearity, and so forth) of
each analysis were checked. Next, the descriptive analyses of the variables of interest

were reported. Finally, the results of each data analysis were set out.

4.1. Descriptive Data Analysis

Before moving on to the main data analyses, the descriptive statistics of the related
variables were calculated. The pretest and posttest scores for each RFOC dimension
and the calculated magnitude of change were depicted in Table 10. Also, the
estimated marginal means for each group from pretest to posttest were visually
presented in line charts (see Figure 6). As indicated in Table 10, the highest
magnitude of attitude change was observed for the personal benefit dimension (M =
-.84, SD = .88) and the appropriateness dimension (M = -.84, SD = .77) in the
positive group while the lowest magnitude of attitude change was observed for the
appropriateness dimension (M = -.02, SD = .55) and the management support
dimension (M = .06, SD = .57) in the control group. For the total score of the RFOC
scale, it was again observed that the positive group (M = -.65, SD = .59) experienced
much more change than the negative group (M = .48, SD = .57) from pretest session
to posttest session while the control group (M = .05, SD = .41) did not show much
variability from the pretest to the posttest.
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The visual representation of the variability among the groups from the pretest and
the posttest time was also provided in the line graphs (see Figure 6). A great amount
of variability for the positive and negative group from pretest time to posttest time
was clearly observed. On the other hand, with respect to the control group, even if
there were some degrees of increase from pretest to posttest scores, the degree of
variability was quite lower than the positive and negative groups. Also, in the control
group, the direction of change for all the factors except appropriateness was upward,
indicating that the control group participants also experienced a little increase during
the experiment. However, the statistical significance of those variability amounts

will be verified in the main data analysis.
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4.2. Preliminary Analyses

Prior to the main data analysis, a series of preliminary analyses were conducted in
order to examine whether some background variables differentiate with respect to
the outcome variables for each group of the participants. The background variables
were gender (i.e., male & female), class (i.e., 3", 4™, & 5" classes), and departments
(i.e., FLE, ESE, EME, CEIT, ECE, CE, & PE). The outcome variables are cognitive
dissonance and the magnitude of change obtained for each dimension of RFOC. The

groups are negative attitude group, positive group, and control group.

First of all, for each group of the participants, independent samples t-tests were
conducted through taking gender as grouping variable. For the negative attitude
group, the results of t-test indicated that being male or female did not have any
significant effect on the variables of personal benefit (t(7.723) =.10, p = .92), change
efficacy (t(50) =.08, p = .94), management support (t(50) =.10, p = .93),
appropriateness (t(50) =.23, p = .82), and cognitive dissonance (t(50) = -.17, p = .87).
Likewise, for the positive attitude group, the results revealed that gender had no
effect on the variables of personal benefit (t(48) = 1.39, p = .17), change efficacy
(t(48) =.64, p = .53), management support (t(48) =.1.20, p = .24), appropriateness
(t(48) =1.68, p = .09), and cognitive dissonance (t(48) = 1.90, p = .06). For the
control group, the results similarly indicated that gender had no effect on the
variables of personal benefit (t(51) = .93, p = .36), change efficacy (t(51) =-.36, p =
.72), management support (t(51) =-.29, p = .78), appropriateness (t(51) =.53, p =
.60), and cognitive dissonance (t(51) = 1.63, p = .11).

Second, for all the groups, two independent samples t-tests (negative attitude &
control groups) and one one-way ANOVA (positive attitude group) were conducted
by taking class as grouping variable. While the class variable was comprised of the
students at the 3" and 4™ classes for negative attitude and control groups, a few 5"
classes were randomly included in the positive group. For negative attitude group,
the results of t-test indicated that class did not have any significant effect on the
variables of personal benefit (t(48) =-.46, p = .65), change efficacy (t(48) =-.83, p =
.41), management support (t(48) =.51, p = .62), appropriateness (t(48) =-1.44, p =
.16), and cognitive dissonance (t(48) = .99, p = .33). For the control group, the
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results of t-test revealed that class had no significant effect on the variables of
personal benefit (t(51) =-1.30, p = .19), change efficacy (t(51) =.69, p = .50),
management support (t(51) =-1.03, p = .31), appropriateness (t(51) =-.70, p = .49),
and cognitive dissonance (t(51) = -.27, p = .79). In relation to the positive attitude
group, through satisfying the required assumptions of ANOVA, it was similarly
found that no significant mean difference was observed for each outcome variable in

terms of the class comparison.

Last, the department variable was assessed through conducting nonparametric test
(Kruskal-Wallis test) since the distribution of class was not normal across the groups
for conducting ANOVA analysis. The results of the Kruskal-Wallis test revealed that
there was no statistically significant difference between the mean score of each
outcome variable by the type of department, excluding personal benefit dimension in
the control group.

4.3. Research Question 1

How do three groups of participants (positive attitude group, negative attitude
group, and control group) differentiate in the magnitude of attitude change obtained

for each dimension of RFOC?

In this part of the study, one-way between-subjects MANOVA was conducted in
order to answer the research question stated above. The independent variables of the
analysis were three different groups exposed to one of the following conditions;
positive instruction, negative instruction, and no instruction (control group). The
dependent variable of the MANOVA analysis was the magnitude of readiness for
organizational change with four subscales; appropriateness, personal benefit, change

efficacy, and management support.
As explained in the method section, the magnitude of readiness for organizational

change was formulated through the scores which were gained by subtracting the

posttest scores from the pretest scores.

104



4.3.1. Assumption check

Before moving on to the analysis of the data pertaining to the first research question,
the assumption check was conducted and validated in the following order; missing
data analysis, univariate outlier, multivariate outlier, univariate normality,
multivariate normality, multicollinearity, and homogeneity of covariance matrices
(Field, 2009). Prior to the missing value analysis, the data was checked whether there
were any extreme or improper cases through descriptive analysis. Later, the cases
with extreme scores were corrected by checking the hardcopy forms of the addressed
questioners. Afterwards, as part of the missing value analysis, Little’s MCAR test
(Little & Rubin, 1987) was executed in order to detect whether the pattern of missing
data was at random or not. The result of Little MCAR test yielded a non-significant
chi-square value, indicating that the existing missing cases did not carry any threat
for the study, and were totally at random.

Next, univariate and multivariate outliers of the particular data were checked.
Outliers of a data set are comprised of univariate ones referring the unusual scores on
a variable, and multivariate ones meaning the unusual combination of scores on two
or more variables (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). First, the univariate outliers were
looked over through the standardized z-scores. The cases with z-scores out of the
boundaries between + 3.29 and - 3.29 (p < .001) were identified as outliers
(Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). One case of all the data set was found as outlier,
slightly exceeding the upper limit of + 3.29 value. Afterwards, in order to identify
the multivariate outliers, Mahalonobis distance was computed through conducting
linear regression (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). The results of the regression analysis
revealed that only two cases of the data set were out of the critical chi-square
distance (p < .001). Considering few number of outliers and the relatively small data
set, both the univariate and multivariate outliers were kept in the data set in order to

compare the results of the main data analysis with and without the outliers.

Next, univariate and multivariate normality assumptions were inspected. Normality
of the variables was assessed as univariate and multivariate ones. In order to check
the univariate normality, skewness and kurtosis values of each variable were

calculated. The results of the analysis showed that the data had a normal distribution
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within the acceptable cut-off values between +3 and -3 for skewness and kurtosis
(Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007) (see Table 11). In addition, regarding the visual
inspection of the histograms and Q-Q plots for each variable, the data seems to have
a reasonable normal distribution. All in all, it can be concluded that univariate

normality assumption was met.

Table 11

Means, Standard Deviations, Skewness, and Kurtosis Values for the Variables

M SD Skewness SE Kurtosis SE

RFOC Subscales®
Personal Benefit 41 91 232 19 92 .38
Change Efficacy .38 .69 .16 19 .60 .38
Management Support 27 .70 .32 A9 1.25 .38
Appropriateness 46 .82 .56 A9 .66 .38

Note. *The factors of Readiness for Organizational Change scale represent the magnitude of
change calculated through subtracting the posttest scores from the pretest scores for each
factor.

After satisfying the univariate normality, multivariate normality was checked
through computing Mardia’s tests. The results of the analysis yielded a significant
value meaning that the assumption of multivariate normality was not met. However,
MANOVA studies with large enough samples (N = 10 per group) have robustness to
non-normality (Seo, Kanda, & Fujikoshi, 1995; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007).
Accordingly, the multivariate normality assumption would not be a threat for this
particular analysis. Next, multicollinearity was checked by conducting Pearson
correlation. The correlations between all the variables were below .90 (Tabachnick
& Fidell, 2007), which indicated that each variable constituted different constructs
without overlapping with one another (see Table 12).
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Table 12

Correlation Coefficients between the Factors of the RFOC

RFOC Variables 1 2 3 4
1. Personal Benefit -

2. Change Efficacy 59* -

3. Management Support .03 15 -

4. Appropriateness .66* .69* 23* -
*p < .01.

Afterwards, in order to check the homogeneity of covariance matrices, Box’s Test
and Levene’s Test were executed. Box’s M Test yielded a non-significant value
(31.40, p<.01), indicating that the observed covariance matrices of the dependent
variables (RFOC factors) are roughly equal across groups (Field, 2009). Similar to
the result of Box’ M Test, the results of Levene’s Test were also non-significant and
satisfactory for each dependent variable, providing evidence for the homogeneity of
covariance matrices. All in all, it can be concluded that the required assumptions for
the MANOVA analysis were satisfactorily met.

4.3.2. Main data analysis

After satisfying the recommended assumptions of MANOVA and providing
descriptive results of the data, the main data analysis was executed. Depending on
the Wilk’s lambda, which is the most preferable multivariate statistics (Hair,
Anderson, Tatham, & Black, 2006), the results of MANOVA analysis revealed that
the main effect for the independent variables (treatment groups) on the combination
of dependent variables (the magnitude of RFOC factors) was significant (Wilks’ A =
71, F (8,314) = 7.41, p = .00, »? = .16) as presented in Table 13. In other words,
16% of the variance in the combination of the magnitude of RFOC factors was
explained by the groups (positive group, negative group, and control group),
indicating the existence of differences among the groups. In addition, a variance of

16 % was an indicative of a large effect size (Cohen, 1988).

Besides the multivariate results, in order to examine the effects of the groups on the

dependent variables, Bonferroni correction was conducted before univariate analysis.
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Thus, the new alpha level was set as .013 by dividing the alpha level (.05) into four,
which referred to the number of dependent variables. As depicted in Table 13., the
univariate ANOVA analysis indicated that the groups (negative, positive or control)
had a significant and medium to large effect size (Cohen, 1988) on personal benefit
dimension (F (2,160) = 11.24, p < .013, »? = .12, explaining 12% of the variance),
change efficacy dimension (F (2,160) = 9.18, p < .013, #? = .10, explaining 10% of
the variance), and management support dimension (F (2,160) = 7.20, p < .013, #* =
.08, explaining 8% of the variance). As for the appropriateness dimension, in a
similar fashion, the groups had a significant and large effect size (Cohen, 1988) on
that variable (F (2,160) = 22.02, p < .013, 52 = .22, explaining 22% of the variance).

Table 13
Multivariate and Univariate Analyses of Variance for Personal Benefit, Change

Efficacy, Management Support, and Appropriateness by Groups

Univariate
o Personal Change Management  Appropriateness
Multivariate ) ]
Benefit Efficacy Support
Source F* % FP % F° n? = 2 F° 2

Groups 7.41* .16 11.24** 12 9.18** 10 7.20** .08 22.02** .22

Note. Multivariate F ratios were generated from Wilk’s statistics. *Multivariate (Groups) df =
8, 314; *p = .00. "Univariate (Groups) df = 2, 160; ** p < .013.

With regard to the pairwise comparison of the groups for the dependent variables, as
depicted in Table 14, the analyses revealed that the participants in the positive group
significantly scored higher magnitude of change in personal benefit dimension than
the participants in the control group. However, there did not exist any statistical
difference among the other pairs. The pairwise comparisons also revealed that the
magnitude of change for change efficacy dimension was significantly higher for the
participants in the positive group than those in the control group. As for the pairwise
comparison of management support dimension, the participants in negative group
showed significantly higher magnitude of change than the ones in the control group.
Last, the participants of both positive and negative groups significantly reported
higher magnitude of change for the appropriateness dimension than the participants

in the control group.
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Table 14
Pairwise Comparison of Personal Benefit, Change Efficacy, Management Support,

and Appropriateness by Attitude Groups

Factors of RFOC I (Groups) J (Groups) Mean Difference (1-J)

Personal Benefit Positive Negative 46
Control T7*
Negative Positive -.46
Control 31
Change Efficacy Positive Negative .30
Control 54*
Negative Positive -.30
Control 27
Management Positive Negative -.31
Support Control 18
Negative Positive 31
Control 49*
Appropriateness Positive Negative 21
Control .88*
Negative Positive -21
Control 67*

*p <.013

4.4. Research Question 2

How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of attitude
change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the positive attitude group?

The following section of the study included the path analysis for the positive attitude
group. This group involved the participants who were given negative instruction
about the proposed change plan, Novice Teacher Training Program, at the time of
treatment in order to alter their initial opposing attitude towards the proposed change

plan. Based on the hypothesized relationship among the variables of interest stated in
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the third research question above, a path analysis was conducted. The following part
included the stages of path analysis.

4.4.1. Assumption check

Prior to the analysis of the data, a series of preliminary analyses and assumption
checks were performed as follows: missing value analysis, adequacy of sample size,
univariate and multivariate outliers, univariate and multivariate normality,

multicollinearity, and homoscedasticity.

The positive attitude group had a total of 52 participants. With regard to the missing
value analysis for the particular data, there did not exist any missing data.
Considering the intended data analysis method (path analysis) and the number of
parameters included, the sample size of this study met the recommended criteria, 15
cases for each predictor (Stevens, 2009) or a minimum of 10 cases for each predictor
(VanVoorhis & Morgan, 2007).

Next, the univariate and multivariate outliers were checked by calculating the
standardized z-scores. All the cases were observed within the boundaries, between +
3.29 and - 3.29 (p < .001) (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007), indicating that no outliers
were detected. The visual inspection of the plots almost supported the absence of
outliers while a few cases were observed as extreme, which were then checked
through calculating the degree of extremeness, depending on the recommendation
for outliers in small data sets (Hoaglin, Iglewicz, & Tukey, 1986). Accordingly, one
case was excluded from the data set. In relation to the multivariate outliers,
Mahalonobis distance was performed through conducting linear regression. No cases
were observed as being out of the critical Chi-square distance (p <.001) (Tabachnick
& Fidell, 2007).

Afterwards, the univariate and multivariate normality assumptions were examined
respectively. As displayed in Table 15, the skewness and kurtosis values were
between the cut-off values, +3 and -3 for skewness and kurtosis (Tabachnick &
Fidell, 2007), not violating the univariate normality assumption. With respect to the

multivariate normality, depending on the multivariate kurtosis values obtained
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through AMOS 18 (Arbuckle, 2009), the multivariate normality was regarded as
satisfactory since the multivariate kurtosis value was .22 that was below the critical
ratio of 1.96 (Mardia, 1970).

Table 15
Means, Standard Deviations, Skewness, and Kurtosis Values for the Variables of
Positive Attitude Group (N=51)

M SD  Skewness SE Kurtosis SE

RFOC?
Personal Benefit .84 .90 .63 33 24 .66
Change Efficacy .64 .68 .32 .33 48 .66
Management Support .20 .70 23 33 49 .66
Appropriateness .82 .76 .83 33 1.55 .66
Cognitive Dissonance 312 114 .01 .33 -1.02 .66
Resilience 3.68 .43 10 33 -.19 .66

Note. *The factors of Readiness for Organizational Change scale represent the magnitude of
change calculated through subtracting the posttest scores from the pretest scores for each
factor.

Another assumption, the multicollinearity of the selected variables was also checked
by way of calculating the bivariate correlations. As displayed in Table 16, the
multicollinearity assumption was satisfied for the respective variables, meaning that
the bivariate correlations among the selected variables were less than the threshold
value .90 (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007).
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Table 16

Correlation Coefficients between the Variables of Positive Attitude Group

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Personal Benefit -

2. Change Efficacy J70**

3. Management Support .04 23 -

4. Appropriateness 65** .65*  .28* -

5. Resilience 33* .25 -.00 29* -

6. Cognitive Dissonance 18 26 .19 .35% .02 -

*p < .05, two-tailed. **p < .01, two-tailed.

With regard to the validation of the homoscedasticity and linearity assumption for
dependent variables, regression analyses were performed. The obtained plots
(Appendix P) revealed that the dots were evenly and randomly scattered through the
plot, not violating the assumption of homoscedasticity. Moreover, the residuals plots
yielded a linear shape between the outcomes and predictor variables, meaning that

the linearity assumption was satisfied.

4.4.2. Path analysis: Testing the proposed Readiness for Organizational
Change Model

In this part of the study, a path analysis was conducted in order to understand how
the dimensions (personal benefit, change efficacy, management support, and
appropriateness) of readiness for organizational change in positive attitude group

were explained by the cognitive dissonance as mediator and resilience as predictor.

In the following section, the proposed paths as exhibited in Figure 1, were tested
depending on the direct relation of cognitive dissonance with the dimensions
(personal benefit, change efficacy, management support, and appropriateness) of
readiness for organizational change; the direct relation of resilience with cognitive
dissonance; and the indirect relation of resilience with the dimensions of readiness
for organizational change. With respect to the recommended fit indices for ensuring
a model fit in the relevant path analysis, the following goodness of fit indices were

taken as threshold values in Table 17.
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Table 17
Cut-off Values for Goodness of Fit Indices

Goodness of Fit Indices

X?/df CFI TLI RMSEA  NFI GFlI

<3.0° > .95 > .95 < .06° > .90° > .95¢
Note. *Kline (2011); "Hu and Bentler (1999); “Bentler and Bonett (1980); “Schumacker and
Loax (2004).

Based on the pathways illustrated in the Figure 7 below, a path analysis was
performed. The results of the path analysis revealed that the proposed model was not
well fitting to the data especially because the relevant indices (CFI = .11; TLI = -.33;
GFI = .65; and RMSEA = .36) were not within the recommended values to ensure a
good model fit and the value of x%df (7.56) was also below the threshold value
(x*/df < 3) (Kline, 2011). In order to improve the model, the appropriate error
covariances (el — &2, el — 3, €2 — €3, €2 — &4, and &3 — ¢4) were freely estimated
(Appendix M). Subsequently, a path analysis was rerun and the obtained fit indices
showed an acceptable fitting model. The chi-square and the relevant fit indices were
summarized in Table 18. The Tucker-Lewis Index had a value of .94, an
approximate value to .95, indicated as mediocre fit by Hu and Bentler (1999).
Similarly, Mean Square of Error Approximation (RMSEA) value was reported as .08,
quite approximate to the threshold value of less than .08 for acceptable fit (Browne

& Cudeck, 1993). Therefore, it was concluded that the model fit was ensured.

Table 18
The Results of Model-Fit Indices for the Path Analysis

Goodness of Fit Indices

X? df X?%df CFI TLI GFI NFI RMSEA
Hypothesized 6.61*** 5 25 98 94 96 .93 .08
Model
***p < 001
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4.4.3. Direct and indirect relationships among the variables

In Table 19, the respective standardized direct, indirect, and total effects of the paths
for positive attitude group were provided with the standardized estimates and
statistical significance of the relevant path. The path coefficients of the particular
model ranged between .004 and .35. The largest direct effect was observed for the
path, which was from cognitive dissonance to appropriateness (# = .35) while the
lowest direct effect was observed for the path, from resilience to cognitive
dissonance (f = .004). With regard to the indirect effects of the paths, the indirect
effect of resilience through cognitive dissonance on change efficacy was the largest
effect size (f = .02) while the indirect effect of resilience through cognitive

dissonance on appropriateness was the lowest effect size (8 = .007).
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Table 19

Standardized Direct, Indirect, and Total Estimates of the Path Model for the Positive

Attitude Group

Paths Standardized Estimates
®

Resilience Cognitive Dissonance

Total .02

Direct .02

Indirect -
Resilience Change Efficacy

Total .01

Direct -

Indirect .01
Resilience Personal Benefit

Total .00

Direct -

Indirect .00
Resilience Management Support

Total .00

Direct -

Indirect .00
Resilience Appropriateness

Total .01

Direct -

Indirect .01
Cognitive Dissonance Change Efficacy

Total 26**

Direct 26**

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Personal Benefit

Total .18

Direct .18

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Management Support

Total 19

Direct 19

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Appropriateness

Total .35*

Direct .35*

Indirect -

*p <.01. **p = .055 (Gigerenzer, Krauss, & Vitouch, 2004)
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4.5. Research Question 3

How did cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of attitude

change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the negative attitude group?

In this section of the study, the negative attitude group was identified as the
participants exposed to positive instruction about the proposed change plan at the
time of treatment in order to lead them to accept an opposing idea. Depending on the
hypothesized relationship among the variables of the interest stated in the second
research question above, a path analysis was conducted. The following part included

the stages of path analysis.

4.5.1. Assumption check

Before conducing the path analysis in conjunction with the second research question,
the relevant variables of the data were checked in relation to missing values,
adequacy of sample size, outliers, univariate normality, multivariate normality,

multicollinearity, and homoscedasticity.

With respect to the missing value analysis, the data did not exceed the threshold
value of missing cases over 5% which is indicated as a problem (Tabachnick &
Fidell, 2007). Only two cases were detected as missing, but those cases were
replaced by the series mean of that particular case in order to maximize the sample
size. In relation to the required sample size, Stevens (2009) recommended 15 cases
for each predictor, with a similar perspective, VanVoorhis and Morgan (2007) stated
that a minimum of 10 cases for each predictor would be enough in relationship
studies. Accordingly, the sample size criteria for this particular path analysis (N =
52) met the criteria of 10 cases per parameter. Furthermore, the experimental nature
of the research limited the researcher to reach much more participants because of the

possibility of internal validity threats.

The univariate and multivariate outliers were also checked through computing the
standardized z-scores. The cases having z-score out the boundaries between + 3.29
and - 3.29 (p < .001) were regarded as outliers (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). All the

variables were between the critical boundaries. In addition, the plots were visually
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checked and two cases were detected as the extreme ones to be deleted. Considering
the small sample size limitation, these cases were initially kept in order to compare
the analysis with and without outliers. Later, it was observed that excluding outliers
would be beneficial because they were influential on the results. Regarding the
multivariate outliers, Mahalonobis distance was performed through conducting linear
regression (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). No cases were detected as being out of the

critical Chi-square distance (p < .001).

Next, the univariate normality and multivariate assumptions were checked in order.
As presented in Table 20, the skewness and kurtosis values were between the
threshold values +3 and -3 for skewness and kurtosis (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007),
satisfying the univariate normality assumption. With respect to the multivariate
normality, depending on the multivariate kurtosis values checked through AMOS 18
(Arbuckle, 2009), the multivariate normality was regarded as satisfactory since the
multivariate kurtosis value was .89 that was below the critical ratio of 1.96 (Mardia,
1970).

Table 20
Means, Standard Deviations, Skewness, and Kurtosis Values for the Variables of
Negatie Attitude Group (N=50)

M SD  Skewness SE Kurtosis SE

RFOC*?
Personal Benefit 41 85 -18 34 73 .66
Change Efficacy 39 66 -11 .34 81 .66
Management Support .53 .68 .53 34 1.45 .66
Appropriateness .64 84 14 34 75 .66
Cognitive Dissonance 254 43 14 34 16 .66
Resilience 3.71 1.14 .20 34 -.98 .66

Note. *The factors of Readiness for Organizational Change scale represent the magnitude of
change calculated through subtracting the posttest scores from the pretest scores for each
factor.

One other assumption, multicollinearity for all variables in each group was also

checked through the bivariate correlations. As displayed in Table 21, the
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multicollinearity assumption was satisfied for the variables, meaning that the
bivariate correlations of the selected variables were less than the threshold value .90
(Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007).

Table 21
Correlation Coefficients between the Variables of Negatie Attitude Group

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Personal Benefit -

2. Change Efficacy 56** -

3. Management Support 01 17 -

4. Appropriateness 60**  71**  19* -

5. Resilience -16 .08 .19  -01 -

6. Cognitive Dissonance -05 -31* -22 -31* -.06 -

*p < .05, two-tailed. **p < .01, two-tailed.

Last, in order to check the validation of the homoscedasticity and linearity
assumption for each dependent variable for both positive and negative attitude
groups, a series of regression analyses were conducted. According to the plots
(Appendix 1), the dots were evenly and randomly scattered through the plot,
satisfying the assumption of homoscedasticity. In addition, observing that the
residuals plots yielded a linear shape between the outcomes and predictor variables,

linearity assumption was met.

4.5.2. Path analysis: testing the proposed Readiness for Organizational
Change Model

In this part of the study, path analysis was conducted in order to test how the
magnitude of attitude change based on the dimensions (personal benefit, change
efficacy, management support, and appropriateness) of readiness for organizational
change in negative attitude group was explained by the proposed path model
involving cognitive dissonance as mediator and resilience as predictor through
AMOS 18 (Arbuckle, 2009).

In the following section, the proposed paths (see Figure 8) were tested depending on

the direct relation of cognitive dissonance with the dimensions (personal benefit,
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change efficacy, management support, and appropriateness) of readiness for
organizational change; the direct relation of resilience with cognitive dissonance; and
the indirect relation of resilience with the dimensions of readiness for organizational
change. In formulation of model testing, the following goodness of fit indices were

used with respect to the threshold values provided in Table 17.

In order to test the hypothesized model, an initial path analysis was executed through
AMOS version 18 (Arbuckle, 2009), the results of the path analysis indicated that the
proposed model was poorly fitting to the data because the x?/df value (6.40) was not
below the recommended threshold value (x*/df < 3) (Kline, 2011). In addition, the
obtained model-fit indices (CFI = .13; TLI = -.31; GFI = .70; and RMSEA = .33)
were not supporting the suggested cut-offs displayed in Table 22. Upon examination
of the error covariances of the initial path analysis, the respective highly correlated
error terms (e2 — &5, €2 — &4, and ¢4 — £5) were added (Appendix M). Then, another
path analysis was run again and the subsequent model much improved, revealing that
the proposed model was well-fitting to the data with a non-significant chi-square
(X%(6.20) = .89, p = .00), which was indicative of good model fit to the data. In
addition, the other fit indices also revealed a perfect model fit to the data, which were
provided in Table 22

Table 22
The Results of Model-Fit Indices for the Path Analysis

Goodness of Fit Indices

X? df X%df CFI TLI GFlI NFI RMSEA
Hypothesized  6.20*** 7 89 100 1.00 .96 1.00 .00
Model
***n < 001
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4.5.3. Direct and indirect relationships among the variables

The standardized direct, indirect, and total effects of the paths along with the
respective beta weights () and statistical significance were summarized in Table 23.
The indirect effects between the variables of the model were estimated. The path
coefficients of the particular model ranged between .02 and -.31. The largest direct
effect was observed for the paths, which were from cognitive dissonance to change
efficacy and appropriateness (# = -.31) while the lowest direct effect was observed
for the path, from cognitive dissonance to personal benefit (5 = -.05). With regard to
the indirect effects of the paths, the indirect effect of resilience on change efficacy
was the largest effect size (5 = .02) while the indirect effect of resilience on personal

benefit was the lowest effect size (8 = .00).
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Table 23

Standardized Direct, Indirect, and Total Estimates of the Path Model for the
Negative Attitude Group

Paths Standardized
Estimates
()

Resilience Cognitive Dissonance

Total -.06

Direct -.06

Indirect -
Resilience Change Efficacy

Total .02

Direct -

Indirect .02
Resilience Personal Benefit

Total .00

Direct -

Indirect .00
Resilience Management Support

Total .01

Direct -

Indirect .01
Resilience Appropriateness

Total .02

Direct -

Indirect .02
Cognitive Dissonance Change Efficacy

Total -.31*

Direct -31*

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Personal Benefit

Total -.05

Direct -.05

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Management Support

Total -.22

Direct -.22

Indirect -
Cognitive Dissonance Appropriateness

Total -31*

Direct -31*

Indirect -
*p <.05
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4.6. Summary of the Results

As part of this study, three separate research questions were answered through
conducting a One-Way MANOVA and two path analysis. With respect to the first
research question, it was found that the magnitude of change calculated for the
positive attitude group significantly differed from the control group for the following
dimensions of RFOC; personal benefit, change efficacy, and appropriateness. The
magnitude of change calculated for the negative attitude group significantly differed
from the control group for the dimensions of RFOC as; management support and
appropriateness. As expected, it was not found a significant variation for the
magnitude of change between the treatment groups in terms of four-dimension of
RFOC.

In view of the results, it can be concluded that the Hypothesis 1 was partially
supported in such a way that either positive attitude group or negative attitude group
significantly differed from the control group in different factors of RFOC. As for
Hypothesis 2 in which an assumption was made that there would not occur a
significant difference between negative attitude group and positive attitude group in
terms of the magnitude of change obtained for each RFOC variables. This hypothesis
was totally confirmed, indicating that the provided treatments worked well for both

attitude groups.

Regarding the second research question, the hypothesized path model yielded an
acceptable fit to the data. The results of the respective analysis revealed that
cognitive dissonance positively and significantly predicted change efficacy and
appropriateness sub-scales of RFOC as assumed. However, two other RFOC
variables, management support and personal benefit, were positively correlated with
cognitive dissonance, but not significantly predicted by cognitive dissonance.
According to these particular results, Hypotheses 6 and Hypotheses 4 in which a
positive and significant relationship between cognitive dissonance and two RFOC
variables (appropriatness and change efficacy) had been hypothesized, were totally
confirmed. On the other hand, the results provided partial support for Hypothesis 3
and 5 in which a positive and significant relationship between cognitive dissonance

and two RFOC variables (appropriatness and change efficacy) were hypothesized.
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In relation to the other pathway, between resilience and cognitive dissonance, it was
found that resilience did not predict cognitive dissonance as opposed to the
assumption. Also, the indirect pathways between resilience and the magnitudes of
change obtained for each RFOC varibles through the mediating role of cognitive
dissonance were also found non-significant contrary to the assumptions made. In

brief, Hypothesis 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 were not confirmed.

In the third research question, the respective path model also fitted to the data well.
The pathways among the variables indicated that cognitive dissonance negatively
and significantly predicted the magnitude of change obtained for two RFOC factors
(change efficacy and appropriateness) of RFOC. On the other hand, the rest of the
RFOC variables (management support and personal benefit) were not predicted by
cognitive dissonance, contrary to the hypotheses offered. Based on the respective
findings, Hypothesis 6 in which a positive and significant relationship between
cognitive dissonance and appropriateness had been hypothesized, was partially
confirmed because of the negative association between the variables. Likewise,
Hypothesis 4 was partially confirmed, due to a negative relationship between
cognitive dissonance and change efficacy. As for the other RFOC variables,

Hypothesis 3 and Hypothesis 5 were not confirmed.

With respect to the other pathways, the correlation between cognitive dissonance and
resilience was found as negative, but at a non-significant level, meaning that
resilience did not significantly predict cognitive dissonance. That is, Hypothesis 7 in
which a negative and significant association between resilience and cognitive
dissonance had been assumed, was partially supported. Last, the indirect paths
between resilience and the magnitudes of change obtained for each RFOC variable
were found as significant and positively correlated, in spite of the assumptions made.

In short, Hypothesis 8, 9, 10, and 11 were not confirmed.
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION

In this section of the study, the results reported in the previous chapter will be
discussed in accordance with the existing literature. This chapter was organized with
respect to three research questions. Each of the research questions was separately
discussed in order. Next, the derived implications for theory, practice, and research
were provided for each research question. Last, depending on the results obtained
and the limitations encountered, the recommendations for further research were

provided.

5.1. Discussion of the Results

The recent alterations about the recruitment requirements of new teachers in public
schools has led all the prospective teachers to be involved in Novice Teacher
Training Program (Resmi Gazete, 2016). While this training program, like many
other educational change attempts, seemed to have numerous benefits on the part of
the prospective teachers, the high failure rate of change attempts and the discontent
of teachers with educational change attempts raise concern on the part of scholars,
policy-makers, and practitioners. With respect to the precautions to be taken before
implementing change initiatives, enough attention should be paid to the initial step of
change or unfreezing section (Lewin, 1947) in order to make individuals prepared for
the respective change (Armenakis et al., 1999; Bernerth, 2004). In this early stage, an
effective communication of change message appears to be vital through focusing on
differing aspects of a persuasive change-message such as; personal valence, principal
support, discrepancy, appropriateness, and self-efficacy (Armenakis et al., 1999).

Based on these recommendations and the usefulness of persuasive change-message
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prior to experiencing actual change, the prospective participants of Novice Teacher
Training Program can be attitudinally motivated through conveying to them a
persuasive change-message. Depending on this perspective, the first research

question described below was created and answered.

Upon performing an experimental manipulation of RFOC among the prospective
teachers, the magnitude of attitude change (RFOC) observed in the experimentation
was assessed through two separate path models, both of which was based on the
cognitive dissonance theory (Festinger, 1957). Each path model was generated for
two intervention groups (positive attitude and negative attitude), excluding control
group. In particular, this study investigated the role of resilience and cognitive
dissonance in predicting the magnitude of change obtained for the dimensions of
RFOC with respect to the recent educational change. The results of two path models

were discussed under the second and third research questions.

5.1.1. The first research question

How do three groups of participants (positive attitude group, negative attitude
group, and control group) differentiate in the magnitude of attitude change obtained

for each dimension of RFOC?

To answer this particular research question, a quasi-experimental manipulation of
attitude-change (RFOC) was executed among the participants. Given the results of
the first research question, first, it was found that Hypothesis 1 was partially
supported in such a way that both of the treatment groups significantly differ from
the control group in terms of the magnitude of attitude change obtained for each
dimension of RFOC. However, only in appropriateness dimension, both treatment
groups differ from the control group. Second, the results also indicated that
Hypothesis 2 was totally confirmed in which there would not occur a significant
difference between negative attitude group and positive attitude group in terms of the
magnitude of change obtained for each RFOC variables. In brief, the assumed role of
treatments in attitude change for this respective experimental research was almost

verified.

The results obtained from the relevant analysis indicated that the main effect of the

independent variables (positive attitude group, negative attitude group, and control
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group) on the combination of the dependent variables (management support, change-
efficacy, personal benefit, and appropriateness) was significant with a large effect
size (Cohen, 1988). Regarding the univariate results, similarly, the groups as a
combination had a significant and medium to large effect size (Cohen, 1988) on each
dependent variable. However, the relative significance of the groups on the factors
need to be assessed through comparison of groups to understand the role of each

group.

With respect to comparison of three groups in the magnitude of attitude change for
each RFOC factor; the participants in the positive group taking negative instruction
significantly scored higher magnitude of change in personal benefit dimension than
the participants in the control group. However, there did not exist any statistically
significant difference between the negative group taking positive instruction and the
control group. In a similar fashion, for the personal benefit dimension, there is no
statistical difference between the positive group taking negative instruction and the
negative group taking positive instruction. Of these results, having found no
difference between two intervention groups (positive and negative groups) proves
that as expected the communicated change message did not make any difference for
the groups because each of the two instruction types (negative instruction or positive
instruction) was formulated in order to change the initial attitude of two groups

(positive group and negative group) except for the control group.

One surprising finding is that negative group and control group did not differ in the
personal benefit dimension while positive group and control group differed in that
particular dimension. According to the obtained magnitudes of attitude change
between the pre-test and the post-test for the personal benefit dimension, the degrees
of attitude-change for the positive group (.84 out of 5.00), the negative group (.37 out
of 5.00), and the control group (.07 out of 5.00) seemed to differ. However, the
negative group did not show variation as much as the positive group did, in order to
statistically diverge from the control group. Considering the personal benefit
dimension, meaning individual sense of benefit or organizational valence resulting
from the proposed change (Holt et al., 2007b), the negative group who had initially
scored lower readiness score (below the cut-off value of 3.16) in the pre-test session

was not influenced by the addressed persuasive information about the change plan as
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much as the positive group was motivated by the provided information. The greater
difficulty of changing attitude among the negative group towards the intended
direction suggest that the participants seemed to perceive lesser personal benefit from
the proposed change plan even if some positive information about the plan was
conveyed to the participants. On the other hand, the group initially having positive
attitude towards the change was exposed to opposing information and was easily

persuaded compared to the negative group.

As reported in the organizational change literature, the perceived personal need or
benefit for the change, and strong rationalizations (Armenakis et al., 1993; Bernerth,
2004) are pivotal to produce supportive reactions towards change. The educational
change literature also supports this view by reporting that the usual habits regarded
as barrier for teachers’ change and creating the sense of urgency was vital to orient
teachers towards change (Zimmerman, 2006). Thus, changing old and rooted habits
of individuals do not seem easy if their self-interests are threatened (Clarke et al.,
1996) through extra work-load (a 642-hour of training program). This finding is also
consistent with the extant literature because it is reported that some attittudes are
likely to be more resistant toward change because of some underlying factors like
direct experience, knowledge, extremity, interests, etc. (Krosnick & Smith, 1994). In
a recent study about the attitudes of prospective teachers toward educational reforms,
it is noted that prospective teachers do not believe that the recent educational reforms
would solve the problems encountered in TES (Duman et al., 2014). The past
observations (indirect experience or knowledge) of prospective teachers are likely to
make them feel skeptical about the so-called benefit. Supporting this argument, it is
reported that teachers appreciate the need for a change based on the poor educational
outcomes (e.g., TIMSS & PISA) in the system, but at the same time, they are
dissatisfied with the manners employed in change implementations such as lack of
participatory decision-making, poor planning, and improper infrastructure (Toprak,
2017). In view of these argumentations, it is not quite surprising that in the current
study the negative group did not significantly change their attitudes in spite of being
exposed to a positive change-message. Then, it can be concluded that prospective
teachers do not fully believe that the so-called “beneficial, revolutionary, or golden
like changes” will bring a complete benefit to their personal or professional life. The

difficulty of persuading the negative group may also be associated with weak
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commitment of the prospective teachers to the MONE (Duman et al., 2014) and the
negative perception or bias against the communicated message because McKay et al.
(2013) found that affective commitment of individuals to the organization and the
sufficiency of change related communications were associated with the perceived
personal benefit for a change. In brief, it can be interpreted that the negative group
needed a stronger and more convincing change message to be able to feel that the
change would provide personal benefit. Also, considering the relatively less attitude
change, the group’s affective commitment to the organization was likely to be low,
which thereby negatively influenced the creation of more personal benefit in spite of
given positive messages about the training program.

In addition, in terms of the personal benefit, generating negative attitude did not
possess any kind of threat or loss for the prospective teachers’ self-interest in such a
case, but creating positive attitude on the part of the ones having already negative
attitude means that they are willing to leave their initial belief and perceive a
personal gain from the proposed change, even if their change history (Bouckenooghe
& Devos, 2008) reports the reverse in Turkish educational context (Toprak, 2017).
With the same logic, for the positive group, the acknowledged poor record of
educational change attempts in Turkish context is also likely to make the ones
(initially having positive perception) to easily welcome the information discrediting
the change attempts in educational organizations, after being exposed to the negative

change-message.

In relation to the change efficacy dimension, it is noteworthy that this dimension of
RFOC was measured with the highest mean score for each group in the pre-test
session (Positive = 3.98; Negative = 3.07; Control = 3.50), compared to other
dimensions of RFOC. It can be concluded that the participants’ sense of individual
competency for the Novice Teacher Training Program was quite high and they
believed that the change did not seem to exceed their powers. The relatively higher
change efficacy belief among Turkish prospective teachers is confirmed by the
previous studies about the self-efficacy beliefs of prospective teachers in performing

their professional tasks (Ozdemir, 2008; Kavrayic1 & Bayrak, 2016).

However, after being exposed to opposing information, the positive group noticeably

reduced their sense of change efficacy (M = 3.30) and the negative group slightly

130



increased their perception of change efficacy (M = 3.44). Although control group
was not expected to experience a decrease or increase in the level of change efficacy,
a slight increase (M = 3.64) was observed. One potential reason behind this slight
and non-significant change can be four-week follow-up period between the pre-test
and the post-test. During this time, the training program was still a hot topic for the
prospective teachers. Through the press and online media, the students could have
been informed about the change and generated a direction of attitude. While this is an
inevitable internal validity threat for this particular study, the significant difference
between treatment groups and control group in some RFOC variables, and the initial
homogenous composition of control group by way of selecting from both negative

and positive attitude groups may be regarded as a remedy.

With respect to the comparisons of the groups, the magnitude of attitude change in
change efficacy dimension was significantly higher for the participants in the
positive group than those in the control group. However, there did not exist any
statistical difference among other pairs (Positive group vs. Negative group; Negative
group vs. Control group). Change-efficacy or change related self-efficacy is defined
as the sense of feeling that an individual has the essential abilities or not to perform
the tasks associated with the proposed change (Holt et al., 2007b). The results
indicated that negative group did not differ from the control group in spite of the
communicated change-message. In other words, the participants having held negative
belief were not adequately persuaded to believe that they were capable of handling
the impending change. As stated in the previous section, the change track of Turkish
teachers about the educational reforms was not satisfactory (Toprak, 2017), so
changing the initial negative perception towards positive direction would not be an
easy task. In addition, the training program already mandates a series of tough tasks
like achieving oral and written examinations to be a qualified teacher for getting a
permanent position (Resmi Gazete, 2016). Accordingly, the sense of change efficacy
among the participants was likely to decrease upon realizing the hard training. While
the program was regarded as quite beneficial for the teaching profession and boasted
by the minister of education in the provided change message (Appendix F), the
positive aspects of the program remained much more related with other stakeholders
(MONE, students, & parents) rather than the prospective teachers, who would face

an overwhelming task. Parallel to this idea, the positive group seemed to have been
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relatively persuaded to perceive that the approaching change with its heavy work-
load and strict requirements would exceed their power. The result for the positive
group was expected because the Novice Teacher Training Program already offers a
range of heavy tasks reported in the literature review part, so this group of the
participants became aware of extra work in the impending change, upon reading the
negative information. To reaffirm these implications, it is documented that Turkish
teachers are aware of the new roles and tasks resulting from the rapid changes and
seemed to accept them, but especially young teachers note their lack of skills to
respond to the changes and look for some supportive instruction (Akpinar & Aydin,

2007).

The management support factor was also assessed as a dimension of RFOC. This
dimension yielded by far the lowest mean scores at the pre-test stage as; positive
group (M = 3.00), negative group (M = 2.42), and control group (M = 2.76). This
implies that the participants do not anticipate a strong support of management in the
change process while the perceived management support was regarded as an
important factor to create readiness by strengthening the commitment and emotional
involvement of the participants towards the change (Bouckenooghe & Devos, 2007)
and to lessen negative employee attitude and cynicism about change (Bommer et al.,
2005). Considering that management support stands as an important factor in RFOC,
some supportive practices are required to enhance the positive perception of
organizational members. As evident in the extant literature, a healthy communication
between the top and bottom is suggested to avoid fear and uncertainty (Vakola &
Nikolaou, 2005) and a strong supervisor support nurtures the perceived
organizational support (Rhoades & Eisenberger, 2002). In that sense, the early
positive perception about management support is likely to be helpful to maintain
positive readiness attitude for this particular change. With respect to the importance
of perceived support from the administrators among Turkish teachers, Zayim and
Kondak¢1 (2015) suggest that a trust-based relationship between teachers and
principals contributes to readiness, noting that the feelings of Turkish teachers are
commonly ignored with respect to the educational changes. Therefore, paying
enough attention to the empowerment of the perceived management support among

the prospective teachers will be reasonable.
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In relation to the group differences in management support dimension, contrary to
the findings in personal benefit and change efficacy, the participants in the negative
group significantly yielded higher magnitude of change than the ones in the control
group. On the other hand, no significant statistical difference was found for the pairs;

the positive vs. the control group; the negative group vs. the positive group.

It was expected that there would be a statistical significant difference between the
control group and the negative group, and non-significant difference between the
positive group and the negative group. However, it was surprising that the positive
group did not meaningfully differ from the control group. It can be concluded that
the positive group seemed not to have been persuaded enough about the management
support despite the negative instruction emphasizing the adverse aspects of the
change. As reported above, compared to the other groups, the positive group had
initially the highest mean score (M = 3.00 out of 5.00) but it slightly decreased at the
post-test (M = 2.77). In this group, in order to manipulate their relatively positive
attitude from the pre-test stage, a negative information sheet about the proposed
change was created, totally depending on the negating comments of two big
education unions (Egitim-Sen and Egitim-Bir-Sen), informative speeches done in
The Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM), and some research findings
emphasizing the lack of success in education change attempts. The information sheet
focused on the heavy work-load of training, the lack of coordination and mentor
teachers in smaller cities, and the use of summer time in the training program. In
other words, the change itself mostly depends on the personal efforts of teachers
while the management of change remains secondary considering the efforts expected
from the novice teachers. In addition, given the speeches in the media and
regulations officially announced about the training program, there did not exist any
kind of information negating the aspect of management support to influence the
participants. Therefore, with respect to the manager’s support, the perception of the
positive group did not change much while the perceptions in all other dimensions
(personal benefit, change efficacy, and appropriateness) yielded significant variation.
However, the greater degree of change (Mpretest = 2.42; Mposttest = 2.96) for the
negative group in the management support can be explained with the positive
speeches by the minister of MONE and other administrators. With respect to the

supportive attitude of the management in the training process, the visits of the
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program participants to the local administrative units to recognize the region where
they will be teaching are emphasized. This aspect of the program is likely to be felt

as a positive manner of the administrators among the participants of the negative

group.

As the last dimension of RFOC, appropriateness referring to the extent to which one
feels whether the proposed change is proper for the organization, or not. In this
factor, not only the positive group but also the negative group participants
significantly scored higher degree of attitude change than the ones in the control
group. On the other hand, no statistical difference was observed between the positive
group and negative group as expected. Contrary to the other dimensions, both
intervention groups meaningfully deviated from the control group. This factor was
totally related with the organizational valence of the change or organizational
interest. In other words, the participants were expected to express their belief
whether this particular change is good for the education system, or not. Depending
on the type of information sheet, they perceived either positive or negative aspects of
the change without including their self-interests (personal benefit) or self-capabilities
(change efficacy). Supporting this implication, the factors of change efficacy and
personal benefit were more individual-based and so the orientation of the participants
was differently influenced depending on their personal standpoints (negative or
positive). In other words, the factors much more pertaining to self-interests cannot be
similarly manipulated irrespective of their individual perceptions and attitudes (either
positive or negative) because the opposing attitudes may refer to the differing self-
interests and concerns as discussed above. To support this argument, in the extant
literature, personal valence and self-efficacy were reported as individual factors
while management support and appropriateness were associated process and context

factors, respectively (Caliskan, 2011).

To conclude, it is widely accepted that readiness as being the early stage of a change
process has been much stressed by the scholars (Rafferty, Jimmieson, & Armenakis,
2013). However, the perception of readiness is shaped through differing aspects or
factors of the concept, each of which should be separately assessed and discussed
depending on the nature of the factor. As evident form this particular study, the

manipulation of the individual perceptions for each dimension of readiness did not

134



work in the same way, depending on the initial position of the participants (negative
or positive) and the importance of the factors pertaining to the self-interests or
organizational interests. Also, it should be noted that, by its very nature, each change
proposal has to carry various facets relevant to different sides of RFOC. The relative
advantages and disadvantages of a typical change are likely to impact each
dimension of RFOC level at varying degrees. From this point of view, the policy-
makers should pay distinctive attention to each part of RFOC for the sake of a good

start in the change process.
5.1.2. The second research question

How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of attitude

change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the positive attitude group?

In order to answer this research question, based on cognitive dissonance theory
(Festinger, 1957), a path model was designed through identifying RFOC variables as
dependent; cognitive dissonance as mediator; and resilience as predictor. In the
model, based on the experimentation mentioned above, the calculated magnitude of
change for each RFOC variable was utilized as the RFOC score while cognitive
dissonance and resilience were represented with the raw scores. Consequently, the
magnitude of attitude change in RFOC factors was analyzed with respect to the

predictive power of cognitive dissonance and resilience.

Utilizing the data sources described above, the path model was tested and a good
model fit was obtained. The results of the path analysis revealed that cognitive
dissonance was positively and significantly associated with the magnitude of change
experienced in the appropriateness level. These results provide empirical support for
Hypothesis 6 in which a positive and significant relationship between cognitive
dissonance and appropriatness was hypothesized. As for the change efficacy
dimension, the relevant hypothesis (Hypothesis 4) was also reaffirmed. However, it
is also important to note that cognitive dissonance was interpreted to predict change
efficacy at an almost significant level (p = .055), depending on the criticisms about
the definition of strict significance levels in social sciences (Gigerenzer et al., 2004;
Hubbard & Armstrong, 2006). Therefore, change efficacy was regarded as a

predicted variable like appropriateness and discussed in that way. On the other hand,
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two other RFOC variables (personal benefit and management support) were found to
have positive correlation with cognitive dissonance, but the correlations were not at
significant levels. The respective results also yielded partial support for Hypothesis 3
and 5 thorugh which it can be concluded that cognitive dissonance was related with
magnitude of change for personal benefit and management support dimension as
hypothesized, but no meaningful relationships were observed. Last, resilience
predicted neither cognitive dissonance nor the magnitude of RFOC in the RFOC
variables. That is, Hypothesis 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 were not confirmed. The following
part provides an extensive discussion depending on the literature pertaining to each

hypothesis.

Regarding the positive association between the cognitive dissonance and two RFOC
variables (appropriateness and change efficacy) among this group of the participants,
it was interpreted that increased level of discomfort (cognitive dissonance) among
the participants was likely to boost the degree of change they experienced during the
experimentation. This assumption was consistent with the theory of cognitive
dissonance. When individuals confront with a new order or information opposing to
their already held beliefs, they will experience a conflict (dissonance) and look for
ways to regain the comfort (consonance) (Festinger, 1957). At the moment of
cognitive dissonance, there are two alternatives; rejecting the offered change (belief
disconfirmation) (Harmon-Jones, 2002; Festinger et al., 1956) or accepting it
(induced compliance) (Festinger & Carlsmith, 1959). In this particular finding, as
expected, it was observed that the participants experienced much change from the
pre-test (Mappropriatenss = 3.75; Mchange efficacy = 3.98) to the post-test (Mappropriatenss =
2.90; Mchange efficacy = 3.31) in the relevant RFOC dimensions.

The source of the attitude change may be regarded as the opposing information sheet
and subsequent counter attitudinal essay writing process, which was evident from the
discussion pertaining the first research question above. In addition, the manipulation
check question (How bad do you feel for the essay you wrote?) addressed to the
participants to assess their level of discomfort (cognitive dissonance) after counter
attitudinal essay writing also supports the view that a certain degree of cognitive
dissonance was experienced (M = 2.16) in the experiment and thereby the increased

discomfort among the participants was likely to trigger attitude change in
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appropriateness and change efficacy dimensions. This statistical trend was
interpreted to suggest that the information sheet and counter attitudinal essay, being
the precursor of the attempt in persuasion and conviction, made the participants feel
some degree of discomfort or dissonance because of behaving against their initial
belief. The cognitive dissonance theory (Festinger, 1957) and subsequent
experiments also reaffirmed this implication (Eliot & Devine, 1994; Sastre, 2014).
This sense of cognitive dissonance was likely to lead the participants to believe in or
accept the new order for the sake of reaching a stability (cognitive consonance) in
mind (Burns & James, 1994; Cooper, 2007). Otherwise, it was not easy to deny or
forget the task of reading a strong information sheet and subsequent counter
attitudinal essay writing happened moments ago. The new order means for the
participants to leave their relatively positive attitude at the pre-test as; the
appropriateness of the change (e.g., the offered change is appropriate for the
organization) and the feeling efficacious about the change (e.g., | can handle the
proposed change at ease), and to adopt a relatively negative attitude toward those
RFOC dimensions. Therefore, the degree of discomfort generated through opposing

information and essay writing seemed to prompt individuals to change their attitudes.

In relation to the distinctive details behind the experienced change for change
efficacy dimension, it is substantive to check the progress of change during the
experimentation. The results revealed that change efficacy factor had the highest
scores (Mpre-test = 3.98; Mpost-test = 3.31) of all variables at both pretest and post-test
sessions, indicating that prospective teachers felt that they were capable of doing the
proposed change initiative. Through the executed treatments, the change efficacy
score considerably diminished, but it is apparent that the attendants still had a
considerable high sense of efficacy belief in maintaining the tasks in the proposed
change plan. Supporting this idea, prospective teachers had a high self-efficay belief
with respect to the professional tasks they would fulfill in Turkish education context
(Ekinci, 2015; Ilgaz, Biilbiil, & Cuhadar, 2013). This implies that prospective
teachers may have remained relatively confident in their skills for accomplishing the
change initiative because of the existence of an already high change-efficacy belief.
However, this particular change included a series of heavy tasks listed in the
information sheet seemed to threaten the change-efficacy beliefs of the participants

because the program requires the attendants to complete 642-hours of tasks.
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Therefore, the more self-efficacious individuals at the pre-test felt uncomfortable
upon being aware of the negativity of the program at the post-test session. Then, this
accelerated discomfort motivated them to lessen their perception of change efficacy.
In line with this inference, Bandura (1995) states that social persuasion and vicarious
experience affect self-efficacy beliefs. Likewise, the persuasive change message and
counter attitudinal essay writing served as an indirect experience and persuading
element for the participants to recognize the toughness of the program. Upon a closer
examination of the essays written by the participants and the nature of the training
program, the participants also seemed to negate the training program through listing
those outstanding aspects in their essay-writings such as; useless, time-consuming,

no-piloting, unfeasible, ideological, and tiring.

In the description of self-efficacy, the generating source of change efficacy, Bandura
(1977) listed four factors influencing the sense of self-efficacy. Of those,
psychological factors (e.g., distress, fear, personal attributes) were suggested to affect
the self-efficacy negatively. In that sense, the created discomfort can be regarded as a
negative psychological factor which served as accelerator in attitude change
(reduction in the level of change efficacy). In addition, in one other research studying
the variables related with change efficacy, it was reported that the perception of
higher change related self-efficacy was associated with psychological well-being and
reduced perception of work stress (Jimmieson et al., 2004). The sense of discomfort
being as negative sentiment is likely to create lesser change related self-efficacy. In
this study as well, the greater degree of magnitude of change (reduction in change)

can be associated with a sense of discomfort.

Depending on the findings and the derived implications from the extant literature, it
can be speculated that the prospective teachers seemed to have high change-efficacy
belief for the proposed change. However, they can also generate negative belief
when they recognize the toughess of the change. In that sense, considering the
importance of high change efficacy belief during the implementation of a change, the
policy-makers should pay enough attention to this side of a typical change.
Furthermore, some precautions empowering change efficacy belief among the
organizational members should be put into practice in the long term as part of a

change proposal. From the perspective of cognitive dissonance theory, it was clearly
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observed that increasing change related discomfort (cognitive dissonance) could
endanger the proposed change by leading attitude change (reduction in change
efficacy) among the organizational members. This indicates that the potential

discomfort sources in change plannings should also be taken into account.

Regarding the positive and significant relationship between the magnitude of change
(reduction) in appropriateness and the cognitive dissonance, it was apparent that the
negative information sheet and essay writing were likely to lead individuals to
question the appropriateness of the change. In addition, the increased discomfort
stimulated the participants to reorganize their stance about the appropriateness of the
change. Appropriateness factor had the highest magnitude of change, from the pre-
test (Mappropriatenss = 3.75) t0 the post-test (Mappropriatenss = 2.90). This indicates that the
positive attitude group was a lot influenced by the change by means of the created
cognitive dissonance. Once individuals were convinced that the efforts to be exerted
for the proposed change would be proper for the organization, thereby the belief of
appropriateness occurs (Self & Schreader, 2009). However, the created discomfort
may have cognitively forced the individuals to leave his/her initial belief and to
acknowledge the new order. While discussing the role of cognitive dissonance
(discomfort) in creating change-appropriateness, it does not seem instrumental to
limit ourselves with just the aroused dissonance level because the occurrence of the
dissonance necessarily depends on some context-specific aspects (Cooper & Stone,
2001; Wakslak, 2012), which were felt by the organizational members in the
information sheet. In this training program, it was probable that some negative
aspects of the training were related with change-appropriateness. As a result of these
undesirable issues that stimulated the sense of discomfort, the magnitude of change
appropriateness diminished, displaying a correlational variation with the created

discomfort.

In the Turkish context, it is argued that teacher educators, teachers, and prospective
teachers feel a sense of hesitation about the relevancy of the offered changes or
educational tasks by MONE (Duman et al., 2014; Tiirkan & Grossman, 2011;
Toprak, 2017), based on the bad track of educational changes observed over time.
Owing to this fact, the persuasion of individuals toward the negative direction, who

are already hesistant about the practices of MONE, may be easier in this dimension.
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In other words, individuals in MONE are likely to reflect cynicism about an
educational practice without showing much surprise for the failures. Bearing all these
in mind, change implementers should be aware of this distrust among people and
proactive and remedial measures should be put into practice in order not to

jeopardize any change plan.

Regarding the non-significant associations between cognitive dissonance and two
RFOC variables (management support and personal benefit), those dimensions may
not have been the sources of the created discomfort for this particular change. That
is, the components of the respective change may not include enough of managerial
and personal aspects to stimulate the sense of discomfort (cognitive dissonance).
Therefore, significant associations were not observed. In relation to the distinctive
issues observed in these dimensions, the total attitude score of the participants in
terms of management support (Mmanagement support = 3.00) was a lot lower than all other
RFOC variables at the pre-test session, meaning that the perceived management
support was already low prior to the counter-attitudinal information sheet and essay
writing. The degree of attitude change observed from the pre-test to the post-test was
also the lowest score (Mpostestpretest = --23) among all other variables. It can be
implied that the participants were relatively firm in their attittudes in spite of the
aroused cognitive dissonance. This implication is in line with the extant Turkish
literature in which the perceived management support (MONE) pertaining to
educational issues was argued as not satisfactory among teachers (Toprak, 2017) and
prospective teachers (Duman et al., 2014). In short, this dimension of attitude can be
regarded as extreme and more resistant to change and thereby the dissonance did not
work as expected. The degree of attitude change obtained for personal benefit
dimension was quite high like two RFOC variables (change efficacy and
appropriateness) and the aroused dissonance was positively correlated with it, but a
significant relationship was not observed in spite of that degree of change. It can be
speculated that the source of attitude change (variance) may not totally be dependent
on the created dissonance, but some other counfounding variables (i.e., self-
standards) may exist. This implication was based on the self-standard model of

dissonance, extensively discussed by Stone and Cooper (2001).
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As opposed to the expectation, resilience did not predict the cognitive dissonance and
RFOC variables. Resilience was indicated as an adaptation mechanism and a positive
personality trait inhibiting the adverse conditions (Block & Kremen, 1996; Panksepp,
2014). Accordingly, for this particular study, more resilient people were assumed to
experience less dissonance related discomfort and thereby less magnitude of change.
Such an assumption was based on the studies conducted beforehand. For example,
low self-monitors referring to people having less adaptive personality under different
social settings were reported to experience more dissonance (DeBono & Edmond,
1989; Snyder & Tanke, 1976). With a similar perspective, extraverts as less neurotic
people were found to experience less dissonance (Matz et al., 2008). On the other
hand, the discussions in the literature about the role of self-esteem (Aronson, 1992;
Steele, 1988; Cooper & Fazio, 1984, as cited in Stone & Cooper, 2000) with respect
to the cognitive dissonance provide some implications for the question of why
resilience was not associated with cognitive dissonance. Self-esteem was regarded as
a component of resilience personality trait (Major et al., 1998). So, the implications
derived from the discussions about self-esteem may help us to interpret the particular

finding of the study.

The self-standard model proposes “the standard used to interpret and evaluate the
meaning of a given behavior determines the role of the self and self-esteem in the
process of dissonance arousal” ... “the role of the self in dissonance arousal and
reduction is a function of the type of self- attributes and standards made accessible in
the context of a discrepant behavior.” (Stone & Cooper, 2000, p.4). In other words,
the context-based interpretations of people about an issue generating dissonance
define the role of self-relevant thoughts and self-esteem. Therefore, making specific
predictions between cognitive dissonance and self-relevant thoughts seems
inappropriate in accordance with the self-standards of people. Based on this
explanation, it can be inferred that the potential relationship between resilience and
cognitive dissonance is open to some confounding variables (self-standards) that
should be explored. In this particular study, some unexplored leading factors
pertaining to the self-standards may be influential for not finding a predictive
relationship between resilience and cognitive dissonance and thereby RFOC

dimensions.
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5.1.3. The third research question

How do cognitive dissonance and resilience relate with the magnitude of attitude

change obtained for each dimension of RFOC in the negative attitude group?

The organization of the variables, the calculated magnitude of change for each
RFOC, and the raw scores for cognitive dissonance and resilience were performed in
the same way as they were done in the positive attitude group described above. One
important difference for the negative group would be that the calculated magnitude
of change referred to the increase in attitude-change from the pre-test to the post-test.
Depending on cognitive dissonance theory (Festinger, 1957), one other path model
was designed. Following some steps to improve the model, a model-fit was ensured

for this particular path, as well.

The results of the path analysis indicated that cognitive dissonance was significantly
and negatively related with change efficacy and appropriateness. In other words,
increased discomfort was likely to lead to less attitude change in these dimensions of
RFOC. In view of these findings, Hypothesis 6 in which a positive and significant
relationship between cognitive dissonance and appropriateness was hypothesized,
was partially confirmed because of the negative association between the variables.
Similarly, Hypothesis 4 was partially confirmed, due to a negative relationship
between cognitive dissonance and change efficacy. Regarding other RFOC variables,
cognitive dissonance was found to have negative correlation with management
support and personal benefit, but at non significant levels. The respective results
reveal that the Hypothesis 3 and 5 in which positive and significant relationships had
been assumed between cognitive dissonance and management support and personal
benefit were not confirmed. In brief, contrary to the assumed role of cognitive
dissonance theory (Festinger, 1957) and the positive attitude group, attitude change

was not positively associated with cognitive dissonance in this particular group.

Upon examination of other comparable measures for two intervention groups and
manipulation check questions, it was observed that the measured cognitive
dissonance score for the negative group (M = 2.54) was lower than the positive group
(M = 3.12). It was interpreted that the negative group felt relatively less discomfort
because they did not experience a high degree of persuasive information stimulating
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them to change their attitude or they did not regard the information sheet as much as
the positive group paid attention. In return, they felt less dissonance. The indifference
of the participants to the provided information and subsequent essay writing manner

seemed to be the basic reasons behind this.

Like positive group participants, the negative group participants were forced to write
an influential essay supporting the change program for the sake of an important
research (ostensibly) conducted with MONE. However, upon examining their
writings, it was observed that the negative group listed some positive sides of the
program, mostly depending on the information sheet provided before starting to write
the essay, but more than half of them (N = 27 out of 52) also stated their drawbacks
about the program in the same writing even if it was not required, indicating their
negative hearings, personal experiences, and the bad history of change in the MONE.
It was concluded that this group of participants seemed not to confirm what they
were forced, depending on their writings. On the other hand, nearly all of the positive
group participants (N = 48 out of 52) just defended what they had been requested to
write, without putting drawbacks like the negative group. This difference suggest that
the negative group held some degree of their negativity about the program even if
they were induced to accept the opposing idea while the positive group seemed to be
easily persuaded to accept the new attitude and became totally satisfied. This
implication could be validated through the magnitude of change that each group
experienced in the stages, from the pretest to the post test. Although it was not
statistically significant, the positive group seemed to experience much more change,
at least 31% more, than the negative group in all dimensions of RFOC, except for the
management support. In view of the drawbacks in personal writings and the less
magnitude of change, the negative group seemed reluctant to accept the addressed

ideas.

Also, it was observed that their degrees of discomfort (cognitive dissonance) were
negatively correlated with the magnitude of change (change efficacy &
appropriateness) they experienced. This implied that increasing the opposing
information (dissonant) and the resultant discomfort feeling would not change their
old belief, but were likely to reinforce their resistance by holding on even more

tightly to their old belief and making them prisoners of their assumptions. Therefore,

143



the negative group may have generated a kind of bias against the opposing

information.

In relation to the inferences about the mindset of the negative group, some terms like
attitude strength, selective exposure, and confirmation bias discussed in the literature
may be beneficial to elucidate the psychology of the attitudes. In this respect, these
terms may provide some additional evidence in terms of exploring the psychology of
the negative group. To exemplify this, in a survey of political selectiveness (Sweeney
& Gruber, 1984), the group of voters (Nixon supporters, McGovern supporters, and
undecideds) were compared with respect to their interest and attention to a famous
political affair (Watergate scandal), causing the resignation of Nixon. Being
addressed a series of questions about the world wide famous scandal, the supporters
of Nixon showed less interest to the affair and seemed to know less than two other
groups. The result was quite surprising for the Nixon supporters, especially
considering the apolitical stance of undecided voters who may not have paid
attention to the affair. This finding was interpreted to suggest that people may fall in
to denial by pretending not to have seen the provided evidence. Thus, providing
evidence do not mean that people would easily give up their old belief and embrace

the new one.

One other evidence from the literature is attitude strength which is defined as “the
degree to which an attitude is resistant to change and influences cognition and
behavior” (Krosnick & Smith, 1994). Strong attitudes are resistant to change and
become steady over time. The difference between strong and weak attitudes is caused
by the following attributes; extremity, intensity, importance, and accessibility
(Krosnick & Smith, 1994). Contrary to the common assumptions in early attitude
research, individuals were found to think and behave favorably toward the objects

they actually disliked

However, their confirmation bias or attitude strength led them to be close to the
position that they had had, by reflecting less magnitude of change (at least 31% less)
than the other intervention group. If the discomfort level could have been elevated
with much more positive information and different series of tasks favoring the
program, they may have felt that their self-interest or “undeniable true attitude” were

under attack of incorrect information. Supporting this feeling among these
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participants, as reported above, they could not help emphasizing their strong
criticism about the program even if they were induced to write a supportive essay
about the program. In that sense, a negative and significant association between the
discomfort level (cognitive dissonance) and magnitude of change occurred in this
particular group. The assumed effect of cognitive dissonance did not work for this
group because the participants seemed to have some prejudices or confirmation
biases about the proposed change that the created cognitive dissonance could not

lead them to change but resist.

Furthermore, the exclusive undergraduate socialization of the participants at the
particular university was likely to promote the development of bias or attitude
strength towards the change because the student profile of the respective university
was interpreted as more liberal and proactive-oriented (Akin, Caliskan, & Engin-
Demir, 2016), leading them to question the proposed change much more. The
historical fame of the university in terms of resistance also affirms the implication of

this finding.

Depending on the findings pertaining to the relationship between magnitude of
change obtained for RFOC dimensions and cognitive dissonance, and the respective
discussions from the extant literature, it can be implied that the course of a typical
change initiative should not be framed with a holistic perspective. The distinct
difference between negative and positive attitude group confirms the vitality of
human side of change in change practices (Beer & Nohria, 2000; Bouckenooghe,
2009; Clegg & Walsh, 2004; Tsouskas & Chia, 2002). The reverse findings between
negative attitude group and positive attitude group suggest that individual side of
change should be further thought by putting special emphasis on differing attitudes
of organizational members. In other words, organizational members are likely to
have varying perceptions, cognitive schemas (De Vos, 2002; Weber & Manning,
2001), cybernetics (Morgan, 2006), sense making mechanisms (Weick, 1995), and
interpretations about a proposed change even within the same organization.
Consequently, the interpretations of individuals about change proposals seem quite
critical regardless of the fact that the best change plans are prepared and offered.
Based on this, the MONE should consider the varying perceptions and thereby
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attitude strengths among its members for the sake of launching a good start in change
attempts.

With respect to the role of resilience in the path model, like the previous path model,
resilience was not associated with cognitive dissonance and thereby the magnitude of
change obtained for each RFOC variables. That is, Hypothesis 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11
were not confirmed. While it was expected that the state of resilience as an
adaptation mechanism (Block & Kremen, 1996; Panksepp, 2014) would ease the
process of dissonance, so the individual with higher resilience would feel less
dissonance. However, as explained in the second research question, the self-standard
model points out that potential self-attributes and standards are likely to define the
role of self-relevant thoughts in the process of cognitive dissonance arousal (Stone &
Cooper, 2000). Accordingly, a correct prediction between self-relevant thoughts and
dissonance is not probable without knowing the self-standards utilized to read and
assess the meaning of behavior. Depending on this proposition of Stone and Cooper
(2000), it is concluded that the state of resilience in relation to cognitive dissonance
may be assessed through detecting those self-standards or confounding variables

people have.

In this study, some supplementary questions were asked in order to measure the state
of dissonance truly. For example, the issue importance (Novice Teacher Training
Program), their feelings about essay writing task, and the importance of the essays
they wrote were all examined. Even more, the contents of written essays were
checked in order to explore the differing attitudes of groups. All these actually
confirm the proposition of Stone & Cooper (2000), the cognitive dissonance
experience of people are subject to a number of factors to be controlled. In that sense,
depending on the suggestions of scholars, resilience research need to be explored

through understating the self-standard approach.
5.2. Implications for Practice, Theory, and Research

Organizational change has become an indispensable part of the organizations. Even
if the manner of dealing with change has varied depending on the priorities,
organizational structures, technologies, the capabilities and so forth, the one
consistent concern about the change attempts has become whether the change will
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fail or not, for all organizations including educational organizations. Unfortunately,
years of research and discussions in the field of organizational change indicate that
change efforts are either entirely or partly far away from the anticipated objectives
(Aksit, 2007; Meaney & Pung, 2008). The failure of change attempts does not mean
just the failure of the particular change, but waste of time, money, and energy for the
organizations. Therefore, depending on the bulk of research in OC literature, paying
a scholarly attention to the change initiatives seemed imperative. Bearing these in
mind, this study adopted a recent change proposal announced by the MONE (Resmi
Gazete, 2016) to experimentally observe the nature of attitude change (RFOC)
among the prospective attendants of the training program and to explore some
potential variables associated with RFOC. The obtained results and subsequent

discussions provided some implications for practice, theory, and research.

First, the initial assessment of RFOC indicated that not all the prospective teachers
reported high readiness for the Novice Teacher Training Program. This proves the
necessity of taking the early opinions of the organizational members participating in
the training program for the sake of a good start and successful end. To achieve the
intended goals in the respective training program, the policy-makers and change
implementers in the MONE should pay enough attention to this side of

organizational change.

Second, based on the results obtained, the effectiveness of persuasive change
messages on the manipulation of the prospective teachers’ attitudes towards the
program verified the practicability of this strategy in change attempts. The
administrative units in the MONE may employ the verified strategies through
focusing on the differing facets of RFOC. The discrepancies in the magnitude of
attitude change in RFOC dimensions also imply that the nature of proposed changes
made some issues (e.g., management support or feeling self-efficacious) more
prominent for organizational members, and so the individual orientation or readiness
may be shaped in that way. Being aware of the basic matters in a typical change,
which are much more likely to influence individual attitude, seems important for the
practitioners and the researchers for detecting real problems and providing useful
solutions. It is also critical that the attitude poles identified as negative and positive

did not vary in the same amount and way as expected in this study. In that sense, the
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nature of having positive attitude or negative attitude towards a typical change
should be separately and carefully handled rather than adopting a holistic
perspective. Having diverse ideologies, biases, and assumptions about a change,
individuals would reflect differing degrees of resistance or readiness during the
change process. Although it was not possible to categorize individual assumptions,
the common predispositions or assumptions of people about a particular change can

be explored and thereby the appropriate strategies can be employed.

Third, cognitive dissonance, as a pioneer research area in social psychology and
much regarded for attitude change process in various fields, was applied within the
context of educational change. The findings reaffirmed the role of cognitive
dissonance in attitude change. The arousal of cognitive dissonance state and
subsequent attitude change may be informative for the change implementers. The
association of cognitive dissonance with RFOC variables may also open a venue of
research for the scholars in the field.

Forth, as part of this study, the RFOC scale (Holt et al., 2007b) was translated into
Turkish, ensuring the required validity and reliability standards. Much attracting the
scholarly community in the organizational change field, the scale has taken a
considerable attention of the scholars since its development (e.g., McKay et al.,
2013; Santhidran, Chandran, & Borromeo, 2013). In addition, the development of the
scale was established by noteworthy scholars in the field of organizational change
and readiness for change, depending on the years of numerous research in that area.
In that sense, adaptation of such a noteworthy scale to education context would be

beneficial.

Fifth, given the years of research about change, it is apparent that the quasi-
experimental tradition in organizational change or educational change fields is not
commonly employed by the researchers, probably owing to the difficult nature of
designing an experimental setting. Through this study, an experimental exploration
of attitude change was enabled and insightful findings were obtained. The use of

quasi-experimental design contributed to the exploration of attitude change in time.

Last, being a prominent concept of social psychology, the cognitive dissonance
theory was investigated with respect to the educational change. Hence, Turkish
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adaptation of cognitive dissonance scale was made by satisfying the required validity
and reliability checks. Turkish version of a cognitive dissonance scale is likely to be

valuable for the studies exploring attitude change.

5.3. Limitations and Recommendations for Further Research

Based on the theoretical and methodological limitations, recommendations for
further research were reported below.

First, in this study, a pretest/posttest quasi-experimental design with nonequivalent
groups was employed, participants of which were from 10 intact classes. Therefore,
one important limitation is lack of random sampling, which limits the
generalizability of the findings. Further research with true experimental designs will
be valuable in order to validate the findings. Also, the design of the study was
established as assessment-only control group instead of active control condition. This
raises some concerns whether the attitude changes associated with the treatment
conditions are just related with the information sheets and counter-attitudinal essay
writing. In future studies, this concern can be eliminated through creating an active

control group.

Second, the participants of the study were undergraduate students who would attend
the Novice Training Program in near future. However, they were not the real
employees of the MONE and so a little far away from the actual implementation of
the change at the time of the study. In further studies, adopting a different change
proposal, a similar study can be conducted with the employed teachers in the MONE
to explore the adventure of attitude change through cognitive dissonance experience.
In addition, the sample of the study was limited with the undergraduate students of a
public university in Ankara. As a result, the generalizability of the findings was
limited. Further studies may be conducted with different student groups from other
universities, and also more representative samples generalizable to the entire country.
As the stakeholder of this training program, responsible mentor teachers and top and
sub-administrative personnel can be taken as a source of sample in order to better

explore the applicability of the training program.

Third, the time interval between pre-test and post-test was four-weeks. Although the

selection of the timing was based on a former study (Elliot & Devine, 1994), the
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study can be replicated with longer time intervals in order to see the potential effect
of timing. In this study, it should be noted that a cross-sectional data collection was
followed. However, a longitudinal study can also be applied to explore the attitude
change as, initiation, implementation, and institutionalization over time. Such a long
and comprehensive measurement of change process is likely to yield insightful

results.

Fourth, the application of cognitive dissonance in Turkish context can be validated
through new studies. While the theory has much attracted the attention of scholars in
the field of social psychology, the education context, especially educational change
field, seems to be far away from taking advantage of the assumptions proposed by

cognitive dissonance theory.

Fifth, it seems evident that the magnitude of RFOC is different from the state of
RFOC in understanding the course of the concept. The calculated magnitude of
RFOC provided different sources of interpretation in this study. In future studies, the
magnitude of RFOC can be measured and assessed with respect to the variables

already associated with RFOC in the literature.

Last, the contextual power of instruction types addressed to the participants from
positive or negative group may be a limitation. In order to maintain the similarity for
each treatment group, a wide range of information in each instruction sheet was
quantitatively and verbally checked and compared. Also, the objectivity of the
instructions in the sheets was ensured, only depending on the speeches of top
administrative people from the MONE, statements of two prominent education
unions, speeches done in the Parliament, and research findings. Even if the respective
precautions were taken for the study, the perceived contextual effect of the
information in either text may be a limitation for the post-test scores. On the other
hand, it is also important to note that if the change proposal had been imaginary
reflecting each aspect of RFOC dimension equally, the manipulation of attitude-
change may not have been influenced by the nature of the respective change because
it is also a matter of concern whether the attendants of such a study can be well
convinced of a hypothetical change proposal. In future research, these concerns can
be eliminated through paying attention to the respective issues.
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B. Sample Items from RFOC Scale

Bu boliimde, “ADAY OGRETMENLIK UYGULAMA PROGRAMI” konusuna iliskin sizin
fikrinizi almaya yonelik 25 ifade bulunmaktadir. Liitfen her bir ifadeyi okuyarak, (1 Hig
Katilmiyorum) ve (5 Tamamen Katiliyorum) olmak ilizere 1’den 5’e kadar size en uygun
secenegi (X) ile isaretleyiniz.

M wnp e

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

Bu degisimin, okullar i¢in faydali olacagini diigiiniiyorum.

Milli Egitim Bakanlig1, bu degisimi benimsememiz i¢in bizi tesvik etmektedir.
Bu degisimden dolay1, bu isteki gelecegim sinirlandirilmis olacaktir.

Kafama koyarsam, bu degisim hayata ge¢irildigi zaman gerekli olacak olan her
seyi 6grenebilirim.

Tiim iist diizey yoneticiler (Milli Egitim Bakan1 ve diger yetkililer), bu degisimin
Onemini vurgulamaktadir.

Bu degisim uygulandigi zaman, bana bir fayda saglayacagina inanmiyorum

Bu degisim uygulandiginda, meslegimdeki konumuma/statiime zarar
geleceginden endise ediyorum.

Bu degisim isimi kolaylastirir.

Degisimi gerceklestirdigimizde yapilmasi gereken bazi isleri, iyi bir sekilde
yapabilecegimi diisiinmiiyorum

MEB, okullara bu degisimin gerceklesecegine dair agik bir mesaj vermektedir.
Bu degisimi yapmamizin gegerli nedenleri var.

Okullar adina karar veren {ist diizey yetkililer (Bakan ve diger yetkililer), bu
degisim cabasini tiim giigleriyle desteklemektedir.

Bu degisim, Milli Egitim Bakanligi’nin 6ncelikleri ile ortiismektedir.

Milli Egitim Bakani, bu degisime kendisini adamustir.
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C. Sample Items from Resilience Scale

Liitfen asagidaki ifadeleri dikkatle okuyunuz ve her bir ifadenin sizi ne Olgiide
tanimladigini isaretleyiniz. (1 Hi¢ Katilmiyorum) ve (5 Tamamen Katiliyorum)
olmak iizere 1’den 5’e kadar size en uygun secenegi (X) ile isaretleyiniz.

1. Arkadaslarima kars1 comertimdir.
2. Beni allak bullak eden durumlarin iistesinden ¢abucak gelirim ve kisa siirede

kendimi toparlarim.

3. Yeni ve alisilmadik durumlarla ugrasmak hosuma gider.

4. Insanlar iizerinde olumlu izlenim birakmada genelde basariliyimdir.
5. Daha 6nce hig¢ tatmadigim yeni yiyecekleri denemekten hoslanirim.

6. Cok enerjik bir insan olarak taninirim.
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D. Sample Items from Cognitive Dissonance Scale

Asagida sizi kismen tanimlayan (ya da pek tanimlayamayan) bir takim 6zellikler
sunulmaktadir. Litfen asagida verilen 6zelliklerin tam olarak su anki duygularinizi ne
oranda yansittigini ya da yansitmadigini belirtmek icin sizi en iyi tanimlayan rakami her bir
Ozelligin yanina yaziniz.

1 = Hig katilmiyorum

2 = Pek katilmiyorum

3 = Ne katiliyorum ne de katilmiyorum (kararsizim)
4 = Biraz katiliyorum
5 = Tamamen katiliyorum

Su an kendimi ........ hissediyorum.

1. Rahatsiz/sikintili

2. Ofkeli

3. Utanmig

4. Huzursuz/kaygili

5. Cana yakin/Sicakkanl

6. Nefret icinde
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E. Information Sheet for Positive Attitude Group

oo, T g TR S

L

v, ORI o R v v,

N I S N oo T o P S, B S SN g

T o, R

Milli Egitim Bakani Nabi Avci, aday 6gretmenlik siirecine iliskin su sekilde aciklamalarda
bulundu:

“Toplam 774 saat olan Aday Ogretmen Yetistirme Programi, 1 Mart 2016°dan 31 Agustos 2016
tarihine kadar slirecek ve yeni 6gretmenler 1 Eyliil 2016°dan itibaren yeni gorev yerlerinde hazir
olacaklar.

flk 16 haftasinda aday &gretmenler, danismanlari esliginde haftanin ii¢ giinii simf i¢i gdzlem ve
uygulamalar yapacak. Ders planlamasi, 6n hazirlik, degerlendirme ¢alismalarina katilacaklar. Haftanin
bir giinii okul i¢i faaliyetler kapsaminda okul i¢indeki idari, mali, sosyal, kiiltiirel faaliyetleri izleyip,

; bunlarda gorev alacaklar. Aday 6gretmenlerimiz haftanin bir giinii okul dig1 faaliyetler kapsaminda

yasadigt ilin kiiltiirel, tarihi 6zellikleri tanitic1 faaliyetler yiiriitecekler, valilik, kaymakamlik, belediye

i baskanligi, il, ilge milli egitim miidiirliigii gibi kurumlarin isleyisi hakkinda bilgi edinecekler. Il,

ilgesinde bulunan rehberlik ve arastirma merkezi, bilim ve sanat merkezlerinde, halk egitim
merkezlerinde gozlem yapip, isleyis hakkinda bilgi sahibi olacak. Aday Ogretmenler emekli
ogretmenler ve egitime goniil vermis kisilerle bir araya gelecek, tecriibelerinden yararlanacaklar.

Bu okul i¢i ve okul dis1 faaliyetler toplam 16 hafta siirecek, 474 saatlik faaliyet programi uygulanacak.
Yaz aylarinda da 10 haftalik, 50 giin, 300 saat siirecek seminer, kurs tiirli ¢aligmalarimiz
olacak. Yazm yapilacak seminerler kapsaminda farkli dil ve lehgelerin yogun olarak kullanildigi
bolgelere gidecek aday o6gretmenler, yorenin folkloru, kiiltiiri ve insanlariyla daha rahat iletigim
kurabilmeleri amacryla iki hafta boyunca, Tiirk¢e disinda yaygin olarak kullanilan Kiirtge, Arapca,
Cerkezce gibi dil ve lehgelerle ilgili temel diizeyde iletisim saglayabilecekleri bir dil egitiminden
gegirilecekler." (5 Mart, 2016; TBMM Genel Kurulu)

Egitim-Bir-Sen istanbul 3 Nolu Sube Baskam Erol Ermis, aday 6gretmenlik siirecine iliskin
yasanmakta olan bazi sorunlar su sekilde ifade etti:

“Baz1 aday o0gretmenlerin atandigt okul ile staj yaptig1 okulun tiir ve kademesi arasinda farklilik var.
Liseye atanan bir aday 6gretmen ortaokulda staj yapabiliyor. Ya da RAM’a (Rehberlik Arastirma
Merkezi) atanmis bir rehber 6gretmen, okullarda staj yapiyor. Bazi il ve ilgelerde yeterince danigsman
ogretmen belirlenmedigi anlasilinca géreve baglama stirecinde gecikme oldu.

Aday dgretmenlik siirecinin en ¢ok elestiri alan tarafi, aday dgretmenlere yaz tatili dngdérmemesidir.
Bu durum, eyliilde baska ilde goreve baslayacak aday dgretmenler agisindan sikintili. Zira 2 Eyliilde
yeni gorev yerinde olacaklar ve 12 Eyliilde okullar agilacak. Agustos ay1 boyunca hizmet i¢i egitim
alacaklar igin yeni gorev yerine yerlesme noktasinda problem yasayacaklar. Ayrica yaz sicaginda bu
kadar yogun programin uygulanmasi ise elestirilen diger bir nokta.” (16 Nisan, 2016; Egitim-Bir-Sen)

Bilimsel Aragtirmalara gore;

Kurumlarda girigilen degisim ¢abalarinin %70°1 basarisizlikla sonuglanmaktadir (Beer & Nobhria,
2002).

Tirkiye’de, egitime iliskin degisim uygulamalar1 hakkinda paydaslardan (6gretmen, veli, vb.) goriis
alimmamasi, bu degisimlere karsi olumsuz bir tutum olusmasina neden olmakta ve egitim reformlarini
basarisiz kilmaktadir (Téremen, 2002).
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F. Essay Writing Sheet for Positive Attitude Group

Aragtirmamiz  kapsaminda, “ADAY OGRETMENLIK” uygulamasmin hangi
acilardan faydasiz/verimsiz olabilecegine iliskin goriis almaya calisiyoruz.

Farkli kisilerden, bu uygulamanin gereksiz/verimsiz olabilecegine iliskin ¢esitli
gorligler edinmis durumdayiz. Sizden de bu uygulamanin ne agilardan gereksiz/
verimsiz olabilecegine iligkin giiglii ve ikna edici bir yazi yazmanizi istiyoruz.
Diisiincelerinizi maddeler halinde veya paragraf seklinde ifade edebilirsiniz.

Sireniz 10 dakika

Katilimimiz i¢in tesekkiirler.
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G. Information Sheet for Negative Attitude Group
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Milli Egitim Bakam Nabi AVCI,
Gaziantep’te aday 6gretmenlerle bir araya geldiginde sunlar ifade etti:

“Bu (aday 6gretmenlik) ¢ok iyi oldu. Ciinkii eskiden okullarin agilmasina 15 giin kala 6gretmenler
atandiklar1 kentlere gidiyor ve kiiltiiriinii, folkloriinii bilmedigi kentte ¢alisiyordu.” (11 Mayis, 2016;
TRT Haber).

Ogretmen Yetistirme ve Gelistirme Genel Miidiirii Semih Aktekin,
aday 0gretmen yetistirme siireciyle ilgili ayrintilar1 anlatti:

Aday o6gretmenler kendi alanlarindan bir danismanla sinif igi, okul i¢i ve okul disi olmak iizere
caligmalar yapacaklar.

Smif i¢inde damigsman O6gretmen esliginde haftanin 3 giinli ders oncesi hazirlik, plan, materyal
hazirlama ve ders gozlemleme gibi siiregleri izleycek. Okul i¢i ¢alisma kapsaminda da haftanin bir
giinii ilgili midiir yardimcisiyla okullarin genel isleyisini (ziimreler, veli toplantilari, vb.) tantyacak.

Okul dig1 ¢alisma i¢in haftanin bir giinii, adaylarin bulundugu sehri tanimasina doniik, sehrin tarihsel,
kiiltiirel, cografi ozelliklerini tanimasini, miizeleri, kiitiiphaneleri gezmesini ve mekanlar1 egitim
amacli nasil kullanabilecegini arastirmasini isteyecegiz. Ayrica dgretmen adaylarinin ildeki halk
egitim, bilim, sanat ve rehberlik arastirma merkezleri, sivil toplum kuruluslari, belediyeler ve
kaymakamliklar1 ziyaret ederek, bunlarin isleyislerini ve egitim imkanlarindan nasil
faydalanabileceklerini gbzlemlemeleycekler. Ayrica, ¢esitli atdlyelerde de tiniversitelerin, sivil toplum
kuruluglarinin, emekli o6gretmenlerin ve merkez teskilatindaki egitimcilerin tecriibelerinden
faydalanmalari i¢in ziyaretler yapacaklar.

Ogretmen adaylarimiz, Kiirt ya da Cerkez niifusun yogun oldugu yere gidecekse tabii buralarda
¢ogunluk Tirk¢e konusuyor ama giinliik hayatta Tiirk¢e bilmeyen veya az kullanan insanlarla da daha
rahat iletisim kurmasi agisindan programin son iki ayimda, belli haftalarda yorelerin kiiltiirel
ozelliklerine gore de egitim alacaklar.

Film izlemelerini, yine egitimle ilgili ¢esitli kitaplar okumalarini isteyecegiz. Buradaki hedefimiz
entelektiiel birikimlerine katki saglamak. Ornegin dogu ve giineydoguya giden arkadaslarimiz 'iki Dil
Bir Bavul' filmini izlediklerinde belki de kendilerinden bir sey gorecekler. Yine egitimle ilgili bir¢ok
dgretmenimizin izledigi 'Olii Ozanlar Dernegi', '3 Idiots' filmleri var. Bunlar1 izlemelerini tavsiye
edecegiz.

Son olarak, Ankara'da adaylik siirecini gegirecek adaylarimizin bir kismi, Bakanligimizin merkez
teskilatinda bir giinlerini gegirecekler. Milli Egitim Bakanimizin, Miistesarimizin ve ilgili genel
miidiirlerimizin biirolarinda 6gretmen adaylarin1 agirlayacagiz ve Bakanlik merkez teskilatinin nasil
calistigini, giinliik islerin nasil koordine edildigini yakindan goérecekler (18 Subat, 2016; Anadolu
Ajansi).

Bilimsel Arastirmalara gore;

Ogretmenlik meslegindeki ilk yil 6gretmenlik kariyeri i¢in doniim noktasi, hayatta kalma ¢abasidir
(San & Altun, 2015).

., Ogretmen egitimi programimdan mezun olan bireyler ne kadar iyi olurlarsa olsunlar dgretmenlik |

meslegine baslamalarimi takiben ger¢cek diinyanin problemleri ile karst karsiya kalmaktadir

B,

RN,

(Yalginkaya, 2002).
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H. Essay Writing Sheet for Negative Attitude Group

Aragtirmamiz  kapsaminda, “ADAY OGRETMENLIK” uygulamasmin hangi
acilardan gerekli/verimli olabilecegine iliskin goriis almaya caligiyoruz.

Farkli kisilerden, bu uygulamanin gerekli/verimli olabilecegine iliskin ¢esitli
goriigler edinmis durumdayiz. Sizden de bu wuygulamanin ne agilardan
gerekli/verimli olabilecegine iliskin giiclii ve ikna edici bir yazi yazmanizi istiyoruz.

Diisiincelerinizi maddeler halinde veya paragraf seklinde ifade edebilirsiniz.

Sireniz 10 dakika

Katilimimiz i¢in tesekkiirler.
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K. Estimated Error Covariances of the Path Analysis for Negative Attitude Group
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L. Estimated Error Covariances of the Path Analysis for Positive Attitude Group
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M. Activities in Novice Teacher Training Program

Novice Teacher Training Program*

Type of Activities ~ Number Tasks Hours
1 Lesson Plan/Preparation/Evaluation 144

In-Class and In- 2 Classroom Practice 90

School Activities )

(384 Hours) 3 Classroom Observation 54
4 In-school Observation and Practices 06
5 Exploring City Idenfity 18
6 Institutional Process 13

Activities out of 7 Schools Beside Us 18

school

(90 hours) 8 Meeting with the Experienced (People) 12
9 Volunteerism and Entrepreneurship Practices 1
10 Professional Development and Career 1

Reading Book 11 Reading Book (5 books)

Watching Film 12 Watching Film (10 films)
13 Democracy Adventure in Turkey 6
14 Multiculturalism in Anatolia, Sources, and Reflections on Education 60
15 The Basics of Education in Culture and Civilization 18
16 From Yesterday to Today: Teaching Profession 12

In-Service 17 Human Values and Professional Ethics 12

Training . ) .

(168 Hours) 18 Regulations about Teaching Profession 12
19 Effective Communication and Classroom Management 12
20 Current Issues in National Education System 12
)1 Education System of Developed Countries, The Effects of 12
- International Organizations on Education System
22 National and International Education Projects and Samples 12

Total 642 hours

*#The starting date of training program depends on the assignment period (February, August, or November) of new

teachers during the year.
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N. Permission to Use RFOC Scale

From; "Holt, Danny" <DHolt(@bustness. msstate.edu>
Subject: FW: permisson for scale

Date; Tue, March 29, 2016 12:36 am

To: "omerc(mefu.edu.tr" <omerc@metu.edu.ir>
Omer,

You are wielcome to use the scale. I have attached a copy of the paper that includes
the final set of items and one of the questionnaires we used to collect the data.

As you review the questionnaire, you should note that it includes items that didn't
"survive" the EFA screening and included additional scales that we used to measure
convergent and divergent validity.

Good luck and let me know if I can be of further assistance,

Danny

DANIEL T. HOLT

Associate Professor of Nenagenent

Department of Management & Information Systems

Mississippi State University

Phone: 662.325.5101

e-meil; daniel.holt@msstate.educmailto:daniel. holtamsstate. eduy
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O. Permission to Use Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer

---------------------------- Original Message =-==-==s=-sssssmsmmsmeneanns
Subject: RE: Scale permission (cognitive dissonance thermometer)

From:  omerc@metu.edu.tr

Date: Mo, March 21, 2016 2:11 pm

To: "Elliot, Andren" <andrew.elliot@rochester.edus

Dear Elliot,
Thanks a lot for the permission.
ALl the best,

Gmer

» You have my permission.

)

> Andrew

)

y meee- Original Message-----

» From: omerc@metu.edu.tr [mailto:omercametu.edu.tr]

> Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2016 3:43 Pl

» To: Elliot, Andrew

» Subject: Scale permission (cognitive dissonance thermometer)

)

> Dear Elliot,

)

» I am a doctoral student from Turkey. In my dissertation, I would like
» t0 use your "Cognitive Dissonance Thermometer" if you could give permission.
)
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P. Permission to Use Ego-Resiliency Scale

From: Ozlem Karairmak <ozlemkarairmak(@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Olcek izni (yilmazlik)

Date: Thu, March 24, 2016 5:00 pm

To: omerc(@metu.edu.tr

Merhaba Omer,

Bence de Ego-Resilience daha uygun bir 8lcek. Psikometrik ozellikleri de
iyi. Doktora tez ¢alismamda detaylar: bulabilirsin.

Desen Yalim'in yiksek lisans tezinde de 6lgek var.

Calismanda basarilar dilerim.

Dog. Dr. Ozlem Karairmak
2016-03-24 14:27 GlT+02:00 <omerc@metu.edu.try:

> Merhaba Gzlem hocam,

>

> Ben Omer Caliskan, ODTU-Egitim Bilimlerd'nden. Daha énce, yilmazlik

> 6lceginin kullanim ile ilgili sizinle yazismistik. Sizin de tavsiyeniz

> lzerine, yilmazlik kavramini, Conor-Davidson dl¢egini ve asil makaleyi

> inceledim. Ayrica, tez izleme komitemdeki hocalar (Yasar Kondakei & Gokee
> Gokalp) ile goriistim bu konuyu. Conor-Davidson 6lcegini kullanmamanin daha
> dogru olacagina karar verdik. Farkly yilmazlik 6lceklerini inceledim.

>

> Sonug olarak, yine sizin cevirmis oldugunuz, Ego-Resiliency Scale (Block &
> Kremen, 1996) adl1 6lcegl iniversite dgrencilerine uygulayabilecegime

> karar verdim. fzin verebilirseniz, cevirisini yaptiginiz dlcegi kullanmak
> istiyorum.

>

>

> Tesekkirler

>
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R. Turkish Summary/Tiirkce Ozet

1. GIRIS

Egitimsel degisim ¢alismalarinin tarihsel gelisimine bakildiginda, bilimsel bir
caligma alan1 olarak ortaya ¢ikigi II. Diinya Savasi sonrasina denk gelir (Lieberman,
2014), egitime iliskin degisim kavrami ise 19. yilizyilin ortalarina kadar uzanir
(Cuban, 1990). O zamanlardan bu yana egitime iliskin degisim c¢aligmalar1 o kadar
yaygin hale geldi ki, egitim politika onceligi ve oncelikli medya konusu haline
dontistii ancak egitime iliskin degisim girisimleri ¢abasi, degisimlerin etkili bir
bicimde nasil uygulanacagina dair konunun otesine gecti (Hargreaves, Lieberman,
Fullan ve Hopkins, 2014). Bir onceki uygulamalar siirekli olarak ortadan kaldiran,
sik degisim c¢abalar1 gdz oOniine alindiginda (Cuban, 1990; inal, 2012), siirekli
girigilen degisimlerin, ongoriilen hedeflerden tam veya kismen uzak oldugu ortaya
ctkmaktadir (Aksit, 2007; Gaziel, 2010). Buna bagh olarak, egitimdeki degisim
girisimleri ile ilgili olusan hayal kirikligi bilim insanlarimin dikkatini ¢ekmis ve
onlar1 Tiirk Egitim Sistemi’ndeki (TES) siiregelen orgiitsel degisim uygulamalarinin
temel Onciillerini incelemeye yoneltmistir (6rn. Caliskan, 2011; Kondake,

Beycioglu, Sincar ve Ugurlu, 2017; Zayim, 2010).

Yukarida ele alman konulart ve bilim insanlarinin egitime iliskin degisim
caligmalarina yonelik artan ilgisini goz Oniine alarak, 2016 yilmin ilk aylarinda
yiiriirliige girmis olan Aday Ogretmenlik Uygulama Programi'min (Resmi Gazete,
2016) bir degisim girisimi olarak incelenmesinin énemli olacag: diistiniilmiistiir. Bu
blyiik capli degisim girisimi, devlet okullarinda goreve baslayacak olan
ogretmenlere, siniflarda Ogretime baslamadan ©once kapsamli bir egitim igerigi
sunmaktadir. Bu program, 6gretmenlerin mesleki caligmalarina baslamadan once
rehberlik (oryantasyon) hizmeti almasini, 6gretmenlik yapacagi yerlerdeki etnik,

kiiltiirel ve sosyal farkliliklar1 tanimasini ve daha deneyimli bir 6gretmenin deneyim
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ve yonlendirmelerinden faydalanmasini saglamaktadir. Diger taraftan ise, program
ile 642 saatlik yogun bir egitim planlanmakta ve katilimcilarin hem yazili hem de
sOzlii siavlardan gecerek kadrolu 6gretmen olarak atanmalari beklenmektedir. Bu
degisim girisimiyle birlikte, degisim c¢abalarindaki yiiksek diizeydeki basarisizlik
(Meaney ve Pung, 2008) ve ogretmenlerin egitim alanindaki degisimlere iliskin
memnuniyetsizligi (Toprak, 2017) 6gretmen adaylarimin ilgili degisim girisimine
kars1 ne hissetigi sorusunu akla getirmektedir. Ayrica, ne tiir etkenler ve dinamikler
O0gretmen adaylarinin bu degisime hazir olmalarma etki etmektedir sorusu da 6n

plana ¢ikmaktadir.

Ilgili endiselere iliskin olarak, orgiitsel degisim alanyazininda, degisim siirecini
anlamaya yonelik bilim insanlarinin, uygulayicilarin ve politika yapicilarin
kullanimina sunulmus bir¢ok teorik ve ampirik bulgu bulunmaktadir. Bu baglamda,
orgiitsel degisim alanyazini, ilgili endiselere ve sorunlara 1sik tutabilir. Orgiitsel
degisim alanyazininda, oOrgiitleri c¢evreleyen dinamiklerin gerektirdigi kosullar
geregince, Orgiitlerin de8isime maruz kalmasinin kacinilmaz bir hale geldigi
belirtilmektedir (Burke, 2017). Dahasi, orgiitler ¢cok yonlii bir degisim ile kars
karsiya iken (Choi ve Ruona, 2013), diger taraftan gelisen teknoloji ile orgiitsel
degisimin bircok 6gesi daha karmagik hale gelmektedir. Dolayisiyla, Orgiitlerde
degisime iliskin yaklasimlarda farkli yontemler kullanilmaktadir ¢iinkii orgiitsel
yapilarin her bir 6gesi degisimin farkli bir unsuru ile ilgili olabilmektedir (Armenakis
ve Bedeian, 1999; Beer ve Nohria, 2000; Burke, 2017; Van de Ven ve Poole, 1995;
Weick ve Quinn, 1999).

Burke (2017)’e gore, orgiitsel degisim dort asamadan olusur; birey, takim, orgiit ve
endiistri diizeyindedir. Farkli bir bakis acisina gore, degisimin gelisimi evrimsel ve
devrimsel diye iki sekilde olmaktadir. Ayrica, degisim siirecini anlamaya yonelik
farkli bakis agilarindan da s6z edilmektedir. Dolayisiyla, degisimi agiklamada tek ve
yaygin bir yontem yoktur. Bu diisiinceyi destekler nitelikte, Kezar (2001) orgiitsel
degisimi anlamada bir model veya bakis acis1 se¢gmenin, degisimin hangi yanlarma
odaklanacagimizi anlamada kolaylik saglayacagini ifade etmistir. Uygun degisim
modelinin secimi, ¢Oziilmek istenen problem ile yakindan ilgilidir. Degisim
alanyazininda, karsilasilan problemlere iliskin olarak, bir ¢ok bilim insani1 (Beer ve

Nohria, 2000; Meaney ve Pung, 2008; Probst ve Raisch, 2005) degisim
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girisimlerindeki yiiksek oranli basarisizligt vurgulamaktadir. Bu kapsamda,
uluslararas1 bir aragtirmanin sonuglarima goére (Meaney ve Pung, 2008) ilgili
arastirmaya katilan ¢alisanlarin iigte ikisi ¢alistiklar1 sirketlerin istenilen seviyede bir
degisim gerceklestiremediginden s6z etmektedir. Degisimlerdeki basarisizligin
nedenlerine iliskin ¢esitli agiklamalar yapilmistir. Bunlardan bazilari su sekilde ifade
edilmektedir; orgiitsel kiiltliriin iyi ele alinamayis1 (Burke, 2017), orgiitiin insan
yoniinden ziyade yapisal yanlarmin dikkate alinmasi (Clegg ve Walsh, 2004),
degisimin kotli yonetilmesi (Probst ve Raisch, 2005) ve degisimin politik, duygusal
ve manevi yoniine yeterince ilgi gosterilmemesi (Hargreaves, 2005). Benzer bigimde,
son donemdeki egitime iliskin degisim girisimlerinde, katilimci karar alma
yonteminden uzaklasilip 6gretmen isteklerinin goz ardi edilmesi elestirilmektedir

(Toprak, 2017).

S6z konusu nedenlerden, en fazla dikkat ¢ceken neden ise degisimin insan yOniiniin
g0z ard1 edilmesi olarak ifade edilmistir ¢ilinkii Schneider, Brief ve Guzzo (1996, s.
7) “Insanlar degismez ise orgiitsel degisim olmaz” seklinde ifade etmistir. Benzer
bigimde, degisimi daha iyi anlamanin yolu en kii¢iik (mikro veya bireysel) birimdeKi
dinamikleri anlamaktan geger (Tsoukas ve Chia, 2002); ¢linkii degisime iliskin en
biiyiik detaylar calisanlarin davranislarinda saklidir (Orlikowski, 1996) ve dolayistyla
degisim zorunlu olarak, insanin sosyal etkilesiminin bulundugu baglamda meydana
gelir (Ford ve Ford, 1995). Mikro veya bireysel seviyedeki degisime iligkin olarak,
alanyazinda dikkat c¢ekilen onemli bir diger nokta ise degisimin insan yoniini
anlamada etkili olan asil noktanin insanlarin degisime karsi tutumlar1 veya
tepkileridir (Cunnigham vd., 2002); ¢iinkii bireylerin tutumlart Onerilen degisime
iligskin algilar ile ilgilidir (Prochaska vd., 1994). Dolayisiyla ¢alisanlarin tutumlari,
degisim girisimlerinin nasil sekil alacagina iliskin belirleyici bir role sahiptir. ilgili
alanyazinda, degisime dair tutumlar degisime acik olma (Wanberg ve Banas, 2000),
degisime kars1 olma (Piderit, 2000), degisime kars1 kotiimserlik (Reichers, Wanous
ve Austin, 1997) ve degisime hazir olma (Armenakis, Harris ve Mossholder, 1993)
seklinde ifade edilmistir. S6zli gecen tutumlardan, basarili bir degisim girisimi adina,
degisime hazir olma tutumu 6zellikle vurgulanmaktadir (6rn. Armenakis ve Harris,
2009; Self ve Schraeder, 2009; Stevens, 2013).
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Alanyazin incelendiginde, degisime direng ile birlikte degisime hazir olma ile ilgili
calismalar, degisime karsi tutum calismalar1 igerisinde en fazla calisilan konular
olarak ge¢mektedir (Bouckenooghe, 2010). Degisime hazir olma kavraminin en
bilineni ise Armenakis ve digerleri (1993) tarafindan su sekilde ifade edilmistir:
“Hazir olma durumu, orgiit iiyelerinin degisikliklere ne Olclide ihtiyag duydugu ve
orgiitiin ¢cevredeki bu degisiklikleri basariyla yapma kapasitesine iliskin inan¢larinin,
tutumlarmin ve niyetlerinin yansimasidir” (s. 681). Diger bir tanim ise; “llgili
kisilerin bireysel olarak ve toplu olarak hazirlanma, motive edilme ve teknik olarak
degisimi gergeklestirebilme yetisinin Ol¢iisii olarak ifade edilmistir (Holt ve
Vardaman, 2013, s. 9).

Yapilan tanimlar, degisime hazir olmanin davranigsal bir siirecten ziyade bilissel bir
siire¢ ile ilgili olabilecegini ortaya koymaktadir. Dolayisiyla, bireylerin degisime
hazir olmalar1 agiktan veya davranigsal olarak sergilenemeyebilir; ¢iinkli bu siireg
biligsel ve igsel bir olusum ile meydana gelmektedir. Bu ¢ikarimi destekeliyici
tirden, Lewin (1947) tarafindan ifade edilen degisim siirecindeki ii¢ asamanin
(¢cozlilme, degisim ve yeniden dondurma) ilk iki asamasi (¢Oziilme ve degisim)

degisime hazir olma ile iliskilendirilmistir (Bernerth, 2004).

Bu ifadeler goz oniine alindiginda, degisime hazir olma algisi, degisim tamamen
gerceklesmeden meydana gelmektedir seklinde bir ¢ikarima olanak saglamaktadir.
Bu baglamda, degisime hazir olmanin dnciillerinin ne oldugunu arastirmak, degisime
hazir olmanin ve devaminda eyleme doniisiimiin ne sekilde gerceklestigini anlamada
onemli bir role sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. ilgili alanyazinda, degisime hazir olma ile
iligkilendirilen bir ¢ok yordayict bulunmaktadir. Armenakis ve Bedeian’in (1999)
birey, baglam, icerik ve silire¢ seklindeki dort temel faktoriine dayali olarak,
alanyazindaki yordayicilarin derlemesi yapilmistir (bk. Caliskan, 2011). Bu
faktorlerden, birey boyutu daha ¢ok degisimin insan tarafi ile ilgili iken diger
faktorler daha ¢ok yapisal, islevsel ve ¢evresel 6gelerden olusmaktadir. Bireysel
faktorler konusunda, ilgili alanyazin incelendiginde, 6z yeterlik, bireysel deger,
uyum yetenegi ve Orgiitsel baglilik gibi kavramlarin degisime hazir olma ile

iligkilendirildigi gozlemlenmektedir.

Degisime hazir olma kavraminin kavramsallastirilmasi ile ilgili olarak, Armenakis,

Harris ve Field (1999) basarili bir degisim i¢in {ic-adim modelinden séz etmektedir.
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Bu modelde, hazir olma (readiness) durumu degisime karsi tutum olusturma
stirecinde, ilk adim olarak gelir. Bu adimi takiben girisilen degisimin kabul edilmesi
ve uygulanmasi ile benimseme (adoption) evresi gelir ve son olarak degisimin
devamli hale gelip kural haline gelmesi yoluyla kurumsallagsma (institutionalization)
olusur. Bu model, basarili bir degisim baglangicinin bireyleri hazir hale getirme ile
miimkiin olacagini ifade etmektedir. Bir bagka calismada ise, hazir olma tutumu
yaratmanin, iletilen degisim mesaji ile ilgili oldugu ifade edilmistir (Armenakis vd.,
1993). Ayrica, etkili bir degisim mesajinda bulunmasi gereken unsurlarin: bireysel
deger, yonetici destegi, farklilik, uygunluk ve 6z yeterlik seklinde olmas1 gerektigi

ifade edilmistir (Armenakis vd., 1999).

Alanyazinda belirtildigi {izere, bireylerin degisimi yorumlama bigimlerindeki
farkliliklar degisim siirecini daha karmasik hale getirmektedir (Van de Ven ve Poole,
1995) insanlarin degisken bilissel yonelimlerine, var olan orgiitsel degisim teorileri
icerisinde pek soz edilmemektedir (Weber ve Manning, 2001). Bu anlamda, Kezar
(2001) ¢esitli degisim teorilerinden sz ettigi calismasinda, Van de Ven ve Pool
(1995)’un teorilerine ek olarak sosyal bilis teorisinden s6z etmektedir. Sosyal bilis
teorisi (Bandura, 1986) dikkate alindiginda, degisimin insan yonii, insanlarin hazir
olma durumlari ve degisime kars1 hazir olma durumunun olas1 yordayicilarina iligkin

onemli bilgiler elde edilebilir.

Sosyal bilis teorisi, degisimi deneyimleyen her bireyin, biligsel siireglerinin
farklilasacagin1 ifade ederek, her bireyin degisimi farkli algilayacagini One
siirmektedir. Degisimin, 6grenmenin ve gelisimin nasil oldugunu anlamak i¢in, insan
bilisi ve degisim arasindaki iliski incelenmistir. Bunun sonucunda, bilgi yapilari
(knowledge structures), bilissel sema (cognitive schema) (De Vos, 2002),
anlamlandirma (sense making) (Weick, 1995), bilissel neden haritas1 (cognitive
cause-mapping) (Weber ve Manning, 2001) ve bilissel uyumsuzluk (cognitive
dissonance) (Festinger, 1957; Harmon-Jones ve Mills, 1999) gibi kavramlara

deginilmistir.

Tiim bu siireclere iligkin olarak, 6zellikle vurgulanan sey, karsilasilan degisimlere
kars1 bireylerin farklilasan anlamlandirma mekanizmalar1 veya biligsel semalar ile

degisken gercekliklere veya algilara sahip olabildikleridir. Bu baglamda, sosyal bilis
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modeli insanlarin degisimi nasil anlamlandirdigini anlamada yardimci bir rol

tistlenebilir (Harris, 1996).
1.1.Problem Ciimlesi

Yukarida s6z edilen konular1 esas alarak, insanlarin degisime hazir oluslar1 veya
diren¢ gostermelerini anlamak i¢in tutum degisiminin arastirilmast 6nemli bir konu
olarak One ¢ikmaktadir. Degisime hazir olma durumu, farkli yordayicilar ile
calisilmis olsa da, Armenakis ve arkadaglarinin (1993; 1999) ikna edici degisim

mesaji modeli ¢cer¢evesinde deneysel bir ortam yaratarak incelenebilir.

Mgili degisim mesaji 6gelerine dayali olarak, Holt, Armenakis, Feild ve Harris (2007)
dort faktorli (yonetim destegi, degisim yeterligi, uygunluk ve bireysel yarar) bir
Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma (ODHO) o&lgegi onermislerdir. Alanyazindan
goriilecegi lizere, gelistirilen 6lgegin faktorleri ve basarili bir degisimde bulunmasi
gereken bes degisim mesaji 0gesi (bireysel fayda, yonetici destegi, farklilik,
uygunluk ve 6z yeterlik) (Armenakis vd., 1993; 1999) olduk¢a benzerdir. Bu
baglamda, etkili bir degisim mesajinin sunulmasinin, degisime hazir olmanin

yaratilmasi i¢in oldukca 6nemli oldugu ¢ikarimi yapilabilir.

Ogretmen adaylar1 heniiz Aday Ogretmenlik Uygulama Programi’na katilmadilar;
fakat bu programa en yakin zamanda katilacaklar ve ilgili programa karsi farkl
seviyelerde hazir olma tutumu gelistirecekler. Bu acidan, 6gretmen adaylarinin
programa yonelik tutumlari, ODHO &lgegi (Holt vd., 2007) ile olgiilerek ve
Armenakis ve digerlerinin (1993;1999) etkili degisim mesaj1 bakis agisina dayali
olarak deneysel bir yaklagim ile, 6gretmen adaylarmin var olan tutumlari degisime
zorlanabilir. Bu sayede, Ogretmen adaylarinin degisime hazir olma durumunun
deneysel olarak nasil gelistirildigi gézlemlenecek ve sonrasindaki siiregte meydana

gelen degisimin benimsenmesi (adoption) daha kolay siirdiiriilebilecektir.

Tutum degisiminin olusumuna iligkin olarak, sosyal bilis teorisi, 6nemli bir kavram
olan biligsel uyumsuzluktan bahseder. Bilissel uyumsuzluk, insan zihnindeki bilissel
Ogeler arasindaki karsit kosullardan kaynaklanan uyumsuzluk durumu olarak ifade
edilir (Festinger, 1957). Diger bir ifadeyle, yeni karsilagilan bir durum ya da kosul,
bireylerin mevcut inanglarin1 ya da pozisyonlarini zorlar. Boylelikle, bu zorlayici

durum insanlarin farkli inanglarin1 degistirerek yeni kosullart kabul etmeye
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zorlayabilir. Yeni ve eski durum arasindaki tutarsizlik hali insanlarda rahatsizlik
duygusu (dissonance) yaratir ve tutarli (consonance) bir duruma ulasma adina
bireyde var olan ii¢ dinamikten (algi, eylem veya inang) birini degistirmeye zorlar.
Daha once de belirtildigi gibi, degisime hazir olma durumu, insanlarin degisime
yonelik igsel ve biligsel yonelimleriyle tanimlanmaktadir (Armenakis vd., 1993;
Clarke vd., 1996). Diger bir ifadeyle, degisime hazir olma durumu 6nerilen degisime
kars1 destek veya diren¢ seklinde olusacak olan davraniglarin habercisidir. Benzer
sekilde, hazir olma durumunun degisim siirecindeki ilk adim olmas1 dikkate
alindiginda (Armenakis vd., 1999; Bernerth, 2004; Choi ve Ruona, 2011), insanlar
yeni bir durum ya da degisim ile karsilastiklarinda bilissel siiregleri, ya uyusmazlik
ya da uyusma halinde bir tepki gelistirecektir. Bu acidan da, bilissel uyumsuzluk ve

degisime hazir olma durumu belli a¢ilardan iligkili olabilir.

Insanlarin  biligsel uyumsuzluk seviyesi, degisim siirecinin ilk adimlar1 ile
iligkilendirilebilir; ¢linkii Cooper (2007) insanlarin zihnindeki iki durum (yeni ve
eski diizen) arasindaki tutarsizlik seviyesinin, insanlarin uyumsuzluk diizeyini
(rahats1zli81) etkiliyor olduguna dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Benzer sekilde, sunulan her yeni
bir degisiklik, bireyler i¢in ¢esitli derecelerde olumlu ya da olumsuz olacaktir. Bu
nedenle, bireyler agisindan degisim girisimlerinin ¢esitli seviyelerde olumlu veya
olumsuz olmasi durumu ihtimal dahilindedir. Bu nedenle, degisim girisimlerinin ilk
baslardaki sonucu, hazir olma veya olmama seklinde gelisebilir. Ozetlemek
gerekirse, insanlarin gerginliklerini azaltip (uyumsuzluk) degisime hazir olma
durumlarinin nasil gii¢lendirilebilecegini daha iyi anlama adina, insanlarin bilissel
uyumsuzluk seviyeleri ve degisime hazir olma seviyelerinin bazi ortak noktalara

sahip oldugu sdylenebilir.

Bunlarin yani sira, olumsuz durumlar karsisinda kendini toparlama giicii (Davidson,
Payne ve Connor, 2005) ve kisi-¢cevre baglaminda ortaya ¢ikan gelisimsel bir siireg
(Egeland, Pianta ve O'Brien, 1993) olarak ifade edilen bir degisken olan, psikolojik
saglamlik veya yilmazlik da hem biligsel uyumsuzluk hem de degisime hazir olma ile
iligkilendirilebilir. Weick (1995), olaylar hakkinda yorum iiretme evresi olarak ifade
edilen, anlamlandirma  (sense  making) siirecinin  yilmazlik  yoluyla
kolaylastirilabilecegini belirtmektedir. Diger bir ifadeyle, anlamlandirma siireci bir

degisim ile baslar ¢linkii orgiitteki eski ve yeni durumlar kisiyi, ya diren¢ ya da hazir
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olma seklinde belirli bir tutum almaya zorlar. Bu ge¢is evresinde, yilmazlik kisinin

saglikli bir sekilde yeni duruma gegis yapmasi agisindan 6nemli géziikmektedir.

Bu zorlu ve cetin sartlar altinda, bireylerin sahip olmus oldugu yilmazlik 6zelligi
onlar giiclii kilip daha sakin bir bigcimde hareket etmelerini saglar. Diger bir ifadeyle,
adaptasyon mekanizmasi olarak ifade edilen yilmazlik, degisim siirecindeki zorlu
sartlara (0rn. yeni sartlara kars1 hassas olma, stres yasama ve direng sergileme) karsi
bireyleri daha giiglii kilar. Bu anlamda, bilissel uyumsuzlugun olumsuz bir durum
oldugu dikkate alindiginda, bireylerin yilmazlig1 biligsel uyumsuzlugun olusumu ve
derecesi agisindan Onemli bir role sahip olabilir. Ayrica, bilissel uyumsuzluk
teorisine gore, bilissel uyumsuzluk ile olusmus olan huzursuzlugu giderme adina,
bireyler de tutum degisimine yonelirler. Ayn1 sekilde, yilmazlik da olumsuz sartlar
altinda kolaylastiric1 bir rol iistlenmektedir. Tiim bunlar1 g6z 6niine aldigimizda,
yilmazlik ve biligsel uyumsuzlugun, degisime hazir olma olusumu siirecinde nasil bir
etkilesimde oldugu sorusu, degisime hazir olma olgusunu daha iyi anlama adina,

onemli bir konu haline gelmektedir.
1.2. Calismanin Amaci ve Arastirma Sorulari

Bu ¢alismanin iki temel amaci vardir; 1) ti¢ farkli tutum grubunun (olumlu tutum
grubu, olumsuz tutum grubu ve kontrol grubu) ODHO boyutlarindaki tutum
degisikliginin diizeyi noktasinda nasil farklilastigini incelemek; 2) ODHO
boyutlarindaki tutum degisikligi diizeyinin bilissel uyumsuzluk ve yilmazlik
degiskenleri ile nasil bir iliskiye sahip oldugu sorusuna yanit bulmaktir. Bu

kapsamda, 3 farkli arastirma sorusu hazirlanmistir.

1) Ug farkli tutum grubu (olumlu tutum grubu, olumsuz tutum grubu ve kontrol
grubu) ODHO boyutlarindaki tutum degisikliginin diizeyi noktasinda nasil
farklilasmaktadir?

2) Olumlu grup katilimeilari arasinda, ODHO boyutlarindaki tutum degisikligi
diizeyinin biligsel uyumsuzluk ve yilmazlik degiskenleri ile nasil bir iligkisi
vardir?

3) Olumsuz grup katilimeilarr arasinda, ODHO boyutlarindaki tutum degisikligi
diizeyinin biligssel uyumsuzluk ve yilmazlik degiskenleri ile nasil bir iligkisi

vardir?
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1.3. Cahsmanm Onemi

Egitim alanindaki degisim girisimleri ve olasi sonuglarin1 anlamak, Milli Egitim
Bakanlig1 gibi biiyiik kurumlarda gerceklestirilen genis capli degisimi saglamak
acisindan 6nem arz etmektedir. Dolayisiyla, bu ¢alismadan elde edilecek sonuclarin
egitimsel degisimlere iligkin kuram, arastirma ve uygulama boyutlarina 6nemli katki

sunmasi beklenmektedir.

Bu c¢alisma, Armenakis ve digerleri (1993; 1999) tarafindan vurgulanan etkili
degisim mesajinin, degisime hazir olma durumunun yaratilmasidaki roliinii esas
alarak, farkli iceriklere sahip degisim mesajlarin1 vermek suretiyle katilimcilarin
deneysel olarak nasil etkilendigini gozlemleme imkani sunmustur. Ayrica,
alanyazinda da belirtildigi ilizere degisime hazir olma farkli degiskenler ile
iligkilendirilmektedir. Bu ¢alisma kapsaminda ise sosyal psikolojinin 6nemli bir
konusu olan biligsel uyumsuzluk ile iligkisi tizerine bir ¢alisma yapilmistir. Bilindigi
lizere, biligsel uyumsuzluk ¢ok farkli alanlarda tutum degistirme konusunu agiklama
adina ¢alisilan bir konudur. Bu arastirmanin, egitim alanindaki degisimlere karsi
gelistirilen tutum ve bilissel uyumsuzluk arasindaki iligskinin arastirilmasinda 6nemli
bilgiler saglamasi beklenmektedir. Biligssel uyumsuzluk degiskeni farkli alanlarda
kullanilmis olmasina ragmen, bu ¢aligma ile Tirkiye baglaminda ilk defa egitimsel
bir degisim kapsaminda ele alinmistir ve dolayisiyla degisime hazir olma kavraminin
daha iyi anlagimasina katki saglayacaktir. Benzer bicimde yilmazlik degiskenin, hem
biligsel uyumsuzluk hem de ODHO’nin boyutlar1 arasinda nasil bir iliskiye sahip
olduguna dair bulgularin alana katki saglamasi beklenmektedir. Calisma kapsaminda,
ilgili degiskenlerden Bilissel Uyumsuzluk ve ODHO &lgegi Tiirkgeye gevrilerek

gerekli giivenirlik ve gecerlik caligmalar1 yapilmstir.

2. YONTEM

2.1. Arastirma Deseni

Bu calismanin ilk bdliimiinde, degiskenler arasi neden sonug iligkisini incelemek i¢in
(Fraenkel, Wallen ve Hyun, 2012) 6n test-son test izleme (kontrol) gruplu yari
deneysel bir desen tercih edilmistir. Deney kapsaminda, Aday Ogretmenlik

Uygulamas1 Programi hakkinda katilimcilara yoneltilen bilgilere  (olumlu
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bilgilendirme, olumsuz bilgilendirme ve izleme grubu) bagl olarak, katilimcilarin
ODHO seviyelerinin (kisisel yarar, degisim yeterligi, yonetim destegi ve uygunluk)
nasil degisim gosterdigi incelenmistir. Calisma kapsaminda, olumlu tutum grubu,
olumsuz tutum grubu ve kontrol grubu olmak {izere ii¢ farkli grup olusturulmustur.
Gruplarm olusturulmasi, katilmcilarin ODHO degiskenine ait 6n-test sonuglarindan
almis olduklar1 puanlarin daha 6nce belirlenmis olan esik puanin (X = 3.16) altinda
veya istiinde olmasma gore belirlenmistir. Olumlu grup katilimcilari, ODHO
puanindan 3.16 iizeri almis olanlar iken olumsuz grup katilimcilari ise ODHO
puanindan 3.16 altinda almis olanlar olarak belirlenmistir. Izleme grubu homojen bir
dagilim saglamak kaydiyla, 3.16 ortalama puanin hem iistiinde hem de altinda olan
katilimcilarin rastgele secilmesiyle olusturulmustur. Deneysel calismayla elde edilen
ODHO puanlarindan, her bir ODHO boyutunun son-test ve dn-test puanlari arasinda
olusan farkin hesaplanmasiyla ODHO diizeyi seklinde bir degisken olarak
tammlanmustir. ilgili ODHO diizeyi degiskeninin dért boyutunun gruplar aras nasil
farklilastigini incelemek adina, Tek-Yonli Cok Degiskenli Varyans Analizi
(MANOVA) yapilmistir. Calismanin diger boliimiinde ise, bilissel uyumsuzluk ve
yilmazlik degiskenlerinin ODHO diizeyi degiskeninin dért boyutunu nasil
yordadigini incelemek igin ayr1 ayr1 olmak tizere hem olumlu hem de olumsuz tutum

grubu katilimcilarinin puanlaria gore iki farkli PATH analizi yapilmistir.

2.2. Orneklem ve Orneklem Secimi

Calisma kapsaminda kullanilan veriler, 2015-2016 6gretim yili bahar déoneminde
toplandi. Veri toplama islemine baslamadan 6nce, ilgili iiniversiteden veri toplama
izni almak i¢in, Etik Kurul (Ek A) izni alinmistir. Aragtirmanin katilimeilari, Egitim
Fakiiltesi biinyesindeki ¢esitli boliimlerde (Yabanci Dil Egitimi, Matematik ve Fen
Bilgisi Egitimi, Bilgisayar Egitimi ve Ogretim Teknolojisi, Okul Oncesi Egitimi)
lisans egitimi alan 3., 4. ve 5. siif 6grencileridir. Arastirmanin evrenini, 2015-2016
ogretim yilinda 3., 4. ve 5. simifa devam etmekte olan 754 6grenci olusturmaktadir.
Bu calismada yar1 deneysel bir arastirma deseni tercih edildiginden, 6rneklemin
rastgele se¢ilmesi miimkiin olmamistir. Bu kapsamda, veriler Egitim Fakiiltesi’ndeki
egitim bilimleri boliimii tarafindan verilen ve tiim boliimlerden dgrencilerin homojen
olarak dagildig:r 10 farkli dersteki (sinif) 6grencilerden toplanmistir. Tiim verilerin

toplanmas1 arastirmaci tarafindan yapildi ve arastirmanin her katilimecisi bu
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arastirmaya katildig1 icin, tesvik olarak bir adet hediye kirtasiye kart1 aldi.
Arastirmaya, on-test asamasinda toplam 201 kisi katild1 ve dort hafta sonra yapilan
son-test kismina ise on-test katilimeilarinin bir kismi katilmayarak toplam 163 kisi
katilmistir. Katilimeilarin - gruplara gore dagilimi ise, olumlu tutum grubu
katilimcilart 52 kisi, olumsuz tutum grubu katilimcilar1 52 kisi ve izleme grubu

katilimcilari ise 59 kisi olarak gerceklesmistir.

2.3. Veri Toplama Araclar

Calisma kapsaminda, veri toplama araci olarak su 6lgekler kullanilmistir; Orgiitsel
Degisime Hazir Olma Olgegi (Holt vd., 2007b), Ego-Saglamlik Olcegi (Block ve
Kremen, 1996; Karairmak, 2007) ve Bilissel Uyumsuzluk Olcegi (Elliot ve Devine,
1994). Calismada kullanilan araclarin giivenilirligini ve gecerliligini degerlendirmek

i¢in bir pilot ¢calisma yapilmistir.
2.3.1. Olcekler

Orgiitsel Degisime Hazirlik Olgegi (Ek B), bireylerin degisim faaliyetlerine hazir
olup olmadigimi 6lgmek igin Holt ve arkadaslari (2007b) tarafindan gelistirilmistir.
Olgek, 4 faktorlii 25 maddeden olusmaktadir; Degisim Yeterligi, Uygunluk, Yonetim
Destegi ve Kisisel Yarar. Olgegin gelistiriciler tarafindan bildirilen i¢ tutarlik
degerleri .65 ve .94 arasinda degismektedir. Olgegin yanit bigimi, "kesinlikle
katilmiyorum" (1) ile "kesinlikle katiliyorum" (7) arasinda degisen Likert tipi
seklinde diizenlenmistir. Ancak bu arastirma kapsaminda, 5°li Likert tipi 6lcekleme
seklinde diizenlenmistir. Olgegin Tiirk¢e'ye uyarlanmasi, arastirmaci tarafindan bu
calisma ile yapilmistir. Olgegin 4 faktorlii yapist bu calismada da dogrulanmistir.
x2(2) = 3.58, p = .00, CFI = .96, TLI = .93, RMSEA = .09, SRMR = .04. Degisim
Yeterligi i¢ tutarlik katsayisi .75, Uygunluk i¢ tutarlik katsayist .93, Yonetim Destegi
i¢ tutarlik katsayisi .75 ve Kisisel Yarar i¢ tutarlik katsayisi .78 olarak bulunmustur.

Ego Saglamlik Olgegi (Block ve Kremen, 1996) (Ek D), siirekli degisen yasam
olaylarina uyum saglamak ig¢in bireylerin kisisel kapasitelerini 6lgmek amaciyla
gelistirilmistir.  Olcegin  Tiirkce uyarlamasi Karairmak (2007) tarafindan
gerceklestirilmis olup ve Slgek icin {ic faktorlii bir yapi &nerilmistir; Iyilesmeye

Iliskin Kisisel Giiglii Yonler; Kendini Olumlu Degerlendirme; Yeni Deneyime
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Aciklik. Bu c¢aligma kapsaminda, tek faktorlii yapt denenmistir ve dogrulanmistir
x2(2) =2.99, p=.05, CFI = .99, TLI = .97, RMSEA = .08, SRMR = .02. Tek faktorlii

yapinin i¢ tutarlik kat sayisi .83 olarak bulunmustur.

Bilissel Uyumsuzluk Olcegi (Elliot ve Devine, 1994) tarafindan gelistirilmistir. Olgek
tek faktorlii olarak onerilmistir. Olgedi gelistiren yazarlar, dlgegin uygulanmasi
asamasinda bazi diger duygu belirten faktorlerin de (Olumlu, Negatif ve Utanma)
Olcekle beraber uygulanmasini Onermistir. Bu durum, oOzellikle deneysel istem
(experimental demand) gibi i¢ gegerlik problemini énleme adina 6nerilmistir (Elliot
ve Devine, 1994; Orne, 1962). Faktor analizi sonuglarina gore, 6lgek dogrulanmistir
x2(2) = 1.65, p = .02, CFI = .97, TLI = .96, RMSEA = .05, SRMR = .05. Tek faktorli

yapinin i¢ tutarlik kat sayis1 .87 olarak bulunmustur.
2.4. Deneysel Uygulamanin Asamalar:

Bu calismanin verisi, arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulan yari-deneysel smif
ortamindan toplanmistir. Aragtirma, on-test ve son-test olmak iizere iki asamadan
olusmaktadir. Arastirmanin 6n-test boliimii i¢in, daha 6nce se¢ilmis olan siniflar tek
tek ziyaret edilerek, katilimcilara, kendilerini yakindan ilgilendiren bir konu (Aday
Ogretmenlik Uygulama Programi) ile ilgili arastirma yapildigindan soz edildi.
Yapilacak arastirmanin farkli asamalarinin olacag: belirtilerek, adaylarin kendilerine
dagitilan 6lgek formlari lizerine herhangi bir takma ad (nick name) yazmalarini ve bir
sonraki asama i¢in bu takma adlar1 hatirlamalar1 istendi. Bu sekilde, kisilerin gercek
isimleri gizlenmis oldu. Daha sonra, dagitilan 6lgek formlar1 (Yilmazlik ve ODHO
Olcekleri) katilimcilar tarafindan dolduruldu. Son-test asamasina ge¢cmeden Once,
katilimcilarin, ODHO &lgegindeki puanlamalarmi dikkate alarak, 3 farkli tutum
grubu (olumlu, olumsuz ve kontrol) olusturuldu. Gruplarin olusturulmasinda, ODHO
Olceginden elde edilen genel ortalama puan (X = 3.16) dikkate alindi. Ortalamanin
altinda puana sahip olan adaylar olumsuz tutum grubu, ortalamanin iistiinde olan
adaylar ise olumlu tutum grubu olarak belirlendi. Kontrol grubu ise, ortlama puanin

altinda veya tistiinde olan adaylar secilerek esit ve rastgele bir bigimde olusturuldu.

Son-test asamasi i¢in 4 hafta sonra aym smiflar tekrar ziyaret edildi. Siniflarda,
adaylarin daha 6nce yazmis olduklar1 takma adlar yoluyla, tutum gruplariin sinifin

birbirinden uzak ii¢ farkli kdsesine oturmalar1 saglandi. Daha sonra, daha 6nceden
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hazir hale getirilmis ve iizerinde takma adlar1 yazili olan uygulama ve dlgek formlari,
ilgili kislere dagitildi. Adaylardan, yapilmakta olan islem boyunca sessiz olmalari
istendi. Bu sekilde, adaylar birbirlerinden etkilenmeden kendilerine verilen uygulama
formlarin1 doldurdular. Son olarak, adaylara c¢alismaya katildiklar1 i¢in hediye

kirtasiye ¢eki dagitildi ve yapilan arastirmaya dair bilgilendirme yapildi.
2.5. Verilerin Analizi

Bu calisma kapsamindaki arastirma sorularini cevaplamak igin bir adet Tek-Yonlii
Cok Degiskenli Varyans Analizi (MANOVA) ve iki farkli PATH (YOL) analizi
yapilmistir. Tiim analizler oncesinde, gerekli varsayim testleri yapilmis ve soz

konusu varsayimlarin saglandigi sonucuna varilmistir.
2.6. EK Analizler

Arastirma sorularina iliskin analizlere ge¢cmden Once, bilissel uyumsuzluk
duygusunun yaratilmasina iliskin alanyazinda daha Once belirtilmis kaygilar
gidermek (Elliot ve Devine, 1994; Sastre, 2014) ve calismanin deneysel dogasi
nedeniyle olusabilecek olumsuzluklart gidermek (Sansone, Morf ve Panter, 2003)

amactyla bazi ek analizler yapilmistir.

Alanyazinda belirtildigi tizere, bireyler kendilerine yoneltilen olumlu ve olumsuz
bilgileri, sahip olduklar1 tutum tiirii nedeniyle ayn1 sekilde algilayamazlar. Diger bir
ifadeyle, olumsuz ifadenin bireyler lizerindeki ikna giicii olumlu ifadenin ikna
giicinden daha fazladir (Fiske, 1980; Maheswaran ve Meyers-Levy, 1990;
Meyerowitz ve Chaiken, 1987). Bu bilgileri dikkate alarak ve daha onceki bir biligsel
uyumsuzluk c¢alismasinda yapilmis bir yontemi esas alarak, katilimcilarin yazmis
olduklar1 makalelerin igerikleri, arastirmaci tarafindan kendilerinden istenen (olumlu
yazma veya olumsuz yazma) ile ne kadar uyumlu oldugu incelenmistir. inceleme
sonucunda, olumsuz grup katilimeilarinin kendilerinden aday 6gretmenlik programi
hakkinda olumlu seyler yazmalari istenmesine ragmen cogunlukla olumsuz yonde
yazilar yazdig1 gézlemlenmistir. Olumlu grup katilimcilarinin ise, kendilerinden aday
ogretmenlik programi hakkinda olumsuz seyler yazmalar1 istenmis ve bu
gruptakilerin ¢cogunlugu olumsuz yonde yazilar yazmistir. Bu durum, alanyazinda,

bazi asir1 ve 6nemli tutumlarin daha az kutuplasmis ve Onemsiz tutumlara gore
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degisime daha direngli olmasinin olast sonucu oldugu ifade edilmistir (Krosnick,

1988; Osgood ve Tannenbaum, 1955; Rhine ve Severance, 1970).
3. BULGULAR

Ik arastirma sorusuna iliskin olarak yapilan tek yonlii MANOVA sonuglarina gore,
bagimsiz degiskenlerin (gruplar) bagimli degiskenlerin toplami (kombinasyonu)
(Orgiitsel Degisime Hazir Olma (ODHO) nin diizeyi) iizerine temel etkisinin anlamli
oldugu bulunmustur (Wilks’ A = .71, F (8,314) = 7.41, p = .00, #? = .16). Bir sonraki
asamada, gruplarin her bir degisken tizerindeki temel etkisini incelemek i¢in tek
yonlli varyans analizi yapilmistir. Analiz sonuglarina gore, arastirmadaki gruplarin
(olumlu tutum grubu, olumsuz tutum grubu ve control grubu) kisisel yarar (F (2,160)
=11.24, p < .013, n? = .12), degisim yeterligi (F (2,160) = 9.18, p < .013, 2 = .10),
yonetim destegi (F (2,160) = 7.20, p < .013, »? = .08) ve uygunluk (F (2,160) =
22.02, p < .013, »? = .22) degiskenleri iizerinde anlamli bir etkisinin oldugu

bulunmustur.

Gruplar arast ikili karsilastirmalar incelendiginde ise, olumlu grupta bulunan
katilimcilarin kontrol grubunda bulunan katilimcilara kiyasla kisisel yarar ve degisim
yeterligi boyutlarinda istatiksel olarak daha yiliksek bir degisim gosterdikleri
belirlenmistir. Olumsuz grupta bulunan katilimcilar ise her iki boyutta da kontrol
grubundan ve olumlu tutum grubundan istatistiksel olarak farklilasmamaktadir. Diger
taraftan, olumsuz grupta bulunan katilimecilarin  kontrol grubunda bulunan
katilimcilara kiyasla yonetim destegi boyutunda istatiksel olarak daha yiiksek bir
degisim gosterdigi bulunmustur. Olumlu tutum grubunda bulunan katilimcilarin ise
yonetim destegi boyutunda hem kontrol grubundan hem de olumsuz tutum
grubundan istatiksel olarak farklilik gostermedigi belirlenmistir. Son olarak, hem
olumlu tutum grubunun hem de olumsuz tutum grubunun, uygunluk boyutunda
kontrol grubundaki katilimcilarindan istatiksel olarak daha yiiksek bir degisim

gosterdikleri gozlemlenmistir.

Ikinci arastirma sorusunda, olumlu grup katilimeilarinin ODHO boyutlarindaki tutum
degisikligi diizeyinin biligsel uyumsuzluk ve yilmazlik degiskenleri ile nasil bir
iligkiye sahip oldugu sorusuna yanit bulmak amaciyla, PATH analizi yapilmistir.

PATH analizi sonucunda, ilgili degiskenler arasinda onerilen iliski modelinin uyum
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iyiligi indekslerinin kabul edilebilir oldugu gézlemlenmistir. Ilgili analizde,
dogrudan iligkiler incelendiginde, biligssel uyumsuzluk degiskeni ile degisim yeterligi
ve uygunluk degiskenleri arasinda anlamli ve pozitif bir iliskinin oldugu
gozlemlenmistir. Diger taraftan, bilissel uyumsuzluk ile kisisel yarar ve yOnetim
destegi arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulunamamistir. Benzer sekilde, yilmazlik
degiskeni ile biligsel uyumsuzluk degiskeni arasinda anlamli bir iligki
bulunamamustir. Son olarak, yilmazlik degiskeni ile ODHO boyutlar1 arasindaki

dolayli iliski de anlaml1 bir sonu¢ vermemistir.

Ucgiincii arastirma sorusunda, ikinci arastirma sorusunda oldugu gibi, olumsuz grup
katthmeilarmm  ODHO  boyutlarindaki  tutum  degisikligi  diizeyinin bilissel
uyumsuzluk ve yilmazlik degiskenleri ile nasil bir iligkiye sahip oldugu sorusuna
yanit bulmak amaciyla, PATH analizi yapilmistir. PATH analizi sonucunda, ilgili
degiskenler arasinda oOnerilen iligki modelinin uyum iyiligi indekslerinin kabul
edilebilir oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Ilgili analizde, dogrudan iliskiler incelendiginde,
biligsel uyumsuzluk degiskeni ile degisim yeterligi ve uygunluk degiskenleri arasinda
anlamli ve negatif bir iliskinin oldugu goézlemlenmistir. Diger taraftan, bilissel
uyumsuzluk ile kigisel yarar ve yoOnetim destegi arasinda anlamli bir iliski
bulunamamistir. Ayni sekilde, yilmazlik degigkeni ile biligsel uyumsuzluk degiskeni
arasinda anlamli bir iliski bulunamamistir. Son olarak, yilmazlik degiskeni ile

ODHO boyutlar1 arasindaki dolayl iliski de anlaml1 bir sonug vermemistir.
4. TARTISMA

[k arastirma sorusuna iliskin sonuglar degerlendirildiginde, ODHO’nin kisisel yarar
boyutu agisindan, olumlu grupta bulunan katilimcilarin olumsuz gruptakiler gore
daha fazla degisim gosterdigi goriilmiistiir ve dolayisiyla kontrol grubundan anlamli
bir sekilde farklilagmistir. Olumsuz gruptaki daha az degisimin nedeni, bireylere
aday oOgretmenlik programina dair verilmis olan olumlu bilgilerin ve yazilan
makalenin kigisel yarar boyutuna yonelik tutumu degistirmede yeterince etkili
olamadigini1 gostermektedir ¢linkii hem 6gretmenler hem de 6gretmen adaylar egitim
sisteminde girigilen degisimlerin 6nemine inanmakta ama degisim siirecindeki daha
az katilmcilik, kotlii planlama, yetersiz alt yap1 gibi konularda endiselerini
belirtmektedirler (Toprak, 2017). Kisacasi, Ogretmen adaylari, Tirk Egitim

Sisteminde gozlemlemis olduklar1 degisim deneyimlerini dikkate alarak, bireysel
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yarar noktasinda yeterinde ikna olmus goziikkmiiyor. Benzer sekilde, degisim yeterligi
boyutunda da, olumsuz grupta bulunan katilimcilar olumlu gruptaki katilimcilara
gore daha az degisim yasamistir ve kontrol grubundan istatistiksel olarak
farklilasmamistir. Degisim yeterligi boyutu, bireylerin Onerilen degisimi yapma
yeterligi olarak ifade edilmektedir (Holt vd., 2007). Buradan hareketle, olumsuz
gruptakilerin zaten zorlu oldugu goziiken bir programa karsi tutumlarinin iyilesmesi
zor olan bir durumdur. Ancak, olumlu grupta bulunanlar olumsuz bilgileri okuyup ve
ardi sira programa iligkin olumsuz seyler yazmalari, tutumlarinin kotiilesmesi
anlaminda daha kolay olmustur. Diger bir boyut olan yonetim desteginde ise
olumsuz grup katilimcilar1 kontrol grubundakilerden daha fazla degisim gostererek
anlamli bir sekilde farklilasmistir. Ancak, olumlu gupta bulunan katilimeilar diger
gruplardan anlamli bir sekilde farklilagsmak igin yeterince degisim gostermemistir.
Bu durumun nedeni ise aday Ogretmenlik programinin  ozelliginden
kaynaklanmaktadir. Program 0Ozellikle yonetim destegine iliskin olumsuz bir
durumdan s6z etmemektedir. Dolayisiyla olumlu gruptakilerin bir 6nceki iki boyutta
oldugu gibi tutumlarin1 6nemli derecede kotiilestirmelerini beklemek olast degildir.
Son olarak, uygunluk boyutunda ise hem olumlu grup hem de olumsuz grup
katilimcilart kontrol grubu katilimcilarindan anlamli bir sekilde farklilasmistir.
Uygunluk boyutu, daha onceki degisim yeterligi ve kisisel yarar boyutlar1 gibi
bireysel bir yone sahip olmadigindan, daha c¢ok Orgiitsel bir uygunlugu ifade
ettiginden her iki tutum grubu da bu boyut acisindan farklilik gostermeyerek benzer

derecede bir degisim gostermistir.

Ikinci arastirma sorusunda olusturulan modelin sonuglari, olumlu tutum grubunda
bulunan katilimeilarin bilissel uyumsuzlugu ile ODHO’ nun degisim yeterligi ve
uygunluk boyutlar1 arasinda olumlu ve anlamli bir iliski oldugu belirlenmesine
ragmen ODHO alt boyutlar1 ile arasinda herhangi anlamli bir iliski olmadig
belirlenmigtir. Biligsel uyumsuzluk teorisinin varsayimlarina uygun olarak,
rahatsizlik hissi arttikga daha fazla degisim yasandifi gozlemlenmistir. Ozellikle
degisim yeterligine iliskin bulgu Bandura (1977)’nin olumsuz durumlarin 6z yeterligi
olumsuz etkiledigi savini desteklemektedir ¢iinkii artan rahatsizlik hissi olumlu
grupta degisim yeterliginde degisim yasanmasmi (yeterligin kotiilesmesi)
tetiklemistir. Diger taraftan, uygunluk boyutunda anlamli iligki var iken diger

boyutlarda anlamli bir iligkinin bulunmamasi1 ise Onerilen aday ogretmenlik
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programinin igerigi ile iliskilendirilmistir. Ilgili programin dogas1 geregi zorlu olusu
degisim yeterligi degiskeninde etkisini gostermis ve kurumsal olarak uygunlugu veya
uygun olmayisi ise ayni sekilde katilimcilarin ilgisini g¢ekerek, onlarm tutum
degistirmelerine neden olmustur. Ancak, yonetim destegi ve kisisel yarar ise 6nerilen
degisimdeki odak nokta olan konular olmayabilir. Ayrica, bu aragtirma sorusunda,
yilmazlik ve biligsel uyumsuzluk arasinda dogrudan bir iligki bulunamamaistir. Stone
ve Cooper (2001) bilissel uyumsuzluk ve ¢esitli kisilik ozellikleri {lizerine olan
arastirmalardaki ikili iliski tutarsizlign1 acgiklarken 6z-standart (self-standard)
modelini 6nermis ve kisilige ait durumlarin ve olusabilecek olasi bilissel
uyumsuzlugun bulundugu baglama gore degiskenlik gosterecegini ifade etmis ve
dolayisiyla kisilige dair bu tiir iligkisel ¢alismalarin gesitli karistirict degiskenlere
acik oldugu yorumunda bulunmustur. Benzer sekilde, yilmazlik ve ODHO’nin
boyutlar1 arasinda gozlemlenememis olan dolayl iligki de 6z-standart modeline bagli

olarak gerceklesmis olabilir.

Ucgiincii arastirma sorusunda, olumsuz tutum grubunda bulunan katilimeilar arasinda
bilisel uyumsuzluk ve ODHO’nin degisim yeterligi ve uygunluk boyutlar1 arasinda
anlamli ama negatif yonlii bir iliski saptanmistir. Bu sonug, bilissel uyumsuzluk
teorisi varsayimlarina ters bir durum ama yine bilissel uyumsuzluk ile ilgili yapilan
arastirmalarda asir1 ve Onemli tutum grubunda bulunan bireylerin degisime daha
direngli olacagi ve dolayisiyla yaratilan biligsel uyumsuzlugun ongoriilen yonde
etkide bulunmayacag belirtilmistir (Krosnick, 1988; Osgood ve Tannenbaum, 1955;
Rhine ve Severance, 1970, aktaran Elliot ve Devine, 1994). Bu gibi durumlarda,
tutum degistirmenin ger¢eklesmesi icin daha fazla biligsel ugrasa ihtiyag duyulacagi
yorumu yapilmistir (Goethals ve Cooper, 1975, aktaran Elliot ve Devine, 1994). Bir
onceki arastirma sorusuna benzer sekilde, yilmazlik ve biligsel uyumsuzluk arasinda
dogrudan bir iliski gdzlemlenmemistir ve yilmazlik ve ODHO’nimn tiim boyutlar:
arasinda dolayl bir iligkiye rastlanmamistir. Bu sonuglar da 6z-standart modelinin

(Stone ve Cooper, 2001) belirtmis oldugu nedenlere bagl olarak yorumlanmistir.
4.1.Gelecek Cahsmalar icin Oneriler ve Smmirhliklar

Bu calisma yar1 deneysel bir calisma oldugu i¢in katilimcilarin se¢imi tamamen
rastgele yonteme dayanamamustir. Arastirmacilar, gelecek caligmalarda tam deneysel

yontemi kullanarak benzer bir ¢calismayi yapabilirler.
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Bu arastirmanin katilimeilar igiincii, dordiincii ve besinci sinifta egitimlerine devam
etmekte olan lisans Ogrecilerinde olusmustur. Dolayisiyla, katilimeilar okullarda
uygulanan degisime ger¢cek anlamda tanik olamadiklar1 i¢in yakin zamanda karsi
karstya kalacaklar1 bir degisime gore tutumlarini belirtmislerdir. Farkli bir degisim
Onerisi ile, okullarda gorev yapmakta olan ve degisimi bizzat yasayan dgretmenler ve
yoneticiler ile benzer bir calisma yapilabilir. Ayrica, bu ¢alismanin katilimecilar
Ankara ilindeki bir devlet {iniversitesinin egitim fakiiltesinde egitimlerine devam
eden 6grencilerden olugsmaktadir. Gelecek ¢alismalarda farkli iller ve 6rneklemler ile

bu ¢alisamnin sonuglari test edilebilir.

Diger bir nokta ise, bu arastirmada aday oOgretmenlik uygulamasi programinin
yalnizca baslangi¢c asamasina iliskin bireysel tutumlar dl¢iilmiis oldu. Bilindigi iizere,
degisimin uygulanmasi ve kurumsallasmas1 da sonraki siirecleri ifade etmektedir. Bu
anlamda, gelecek calismalarda ilgili programin uygulanmasi sirasinda ve
devamindaki yerlesik bir hale gelip kurumsallagsmasi asamasinda da bireylerin

tutumlarinin incelenmesi daha kapsamli ¢ikarim imkanlar1 verecektir.

Ayrica, biligsel uyumsuzluk kavrami uzunca bir siiredir kullanilmasina ragmen,
egitim alaninda ve oOzellikle Tiirkiye baglaminda pek kullanilmamistir. Bu
calismayla, bilissel uyumsuzluk 6l¢egi Tiirkge’ye uyaralanarak gerekli gecerlik ve
giivenirlik degerleri saglanmistir. Gelecek calismalarda, sadece egitim alaninda degil

farkli alanlarda da biligsel uyumsuzluk kullanilarak benzer arastirmalar yapilabilir.
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