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ABSTRACT

LOOKING AT THE URBAN TRANSFORMATION PROJECT FROM THE
GECEKONDU DWELLER®PERSPECTIVE: THE CASE OF MAMAK

POYRAZ, Ufuk

M.S., Department of Urban Policy Planning and Local Governments
Supervisor: Asso®r o f . Dr . H. Tar ék KENG| L

May, 2011223 pages

The gecekondu settlements emerged as a grassroots solution to the housing problem
of migrant population in the lack of effective state intervention. Although most of
these settlements gained legal statustitlddeeds in the following decades, they
were still considered to be problem to be solved in due process. Starting from the
mid-1980s, as a result of the-salled rehabilitation plans, considerable part of the
gecekondu areas underwent a rapid redewvedopp process through the market
mechanism. The gecekondu owners gave their land to individual small scale
developers in return for some portion of flats built in the land plot. However in the
2000s this strategy has changed with the introduction of -Edteurban
transformation projects. Transformation processes have started to consider the large
gecekondu areas rather than the individual land plots as the unit of redevelopment.
This brought the market model to a halt as well. It is not any more po ssibtleef
gecekondu owners to negotiate with the developers. Instead they have to deal with
municipalities. Likewise the share of the gecekondu owners from the emerging rent
declined dramatically as well. Such a model meets considerable resistance from the
gecekondu owners. They see this process highly unfair and many of them decline to
sign the agreement documents with municipal authorities. However there are also
segments of gecekondu owners who accept the offer of the public authorities. The
main aim of ths thesis is to analyse the urban transformation projects with regard to
the attitudes of the gecekondu dwellers. The question intended to be answered by
the thesis is as to why some of the owner accept the offers while the others decline.
While doing this,thesis also raise some further issues beyond the distribution of
emerging rents such as the destruction of local communities and their life styles.

Keywords: Urban Transformation ProjecGecekonduMamak, Forms of Capital,
Habitus
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GECEKONDULULARINP ERSPEKTKFKNDEN KENTSEL D¥N
PROJELERKNE BAKMAK: MAMAK ¥RNEJK

POYRAZ, Ufuk

Y¢éksek Lisans, Kent sel Politika Planlam

Tez Y°neticisi: Do - . Dr . H. Tar é

May és , b 223x4yfa 1 ,

Gecekondu vyerl eximler: devlietin etkil:@i [
taraféendan konut probl emini hal kén kendi
yéllarda bu yerlekimlerin -o0oju yasal st
I -ingd mes Sz gereken bir sorun olarak dg¢k
baklayar ak, éslah planlaré sayesinde, C
piyasa mekani zmal ar éyl a hezl e bir yenic
sahipleri t olpr alkkdagleneamli@ esngeeahhitlere
bir oranda karkel ek al méxl ardeér . Fakat
do°n¢kegm projelerinin s¢grece m¢gdahil ol ma
s¢re-leri parselgbeaeaekodadan ali gadar gy ¢ k°n
model ini de sekteye ujrat mékter . Art ek
anl akmaya -al exmase ol ase g°r ¢nmemekt e
anl akmal aré gerekmektedir. Ayeleacrm rgaerctetk
aldéklaré pay ciddi bir Kekil de azal mécx
taraféendan ciddi bir karké koymayla ka.l
ol arak g°r m¢k; belediye ile anlakma bel
yek i | i kuruluklaréen °nerisini kabul eden
Bu tezin ana amaceé, gecekondul ul ar én k-
tutumlar éné analiz etmektir. Bu tezle ¢
gecekondu sahiplerinif ner i | eni kabul ederken bazel:
Tez bu soruya yaneét ararken, ayreéeca ort.

topluluklarén ve onlarén hayat tarzlar én

Anahtar S° zc Pk hek ¢ mK BQeaekordl,Mamak, Sermaye
Terleri, Habitus
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

I n Tur k ey 'ofi gseectetkloenndleunt s first appeared t
of migrated population who seeks better life conditions in big cities beginning from
late 1930s. These hopes and expectations hastened consequently the rapid
urbanization under the ignorance of state which basically gave priorities to the
industrialization pocess. Besides that, absence of formal social housing policy and
populist urban regimes also helped the expansion of gecekondu areas in big cities of
Turkey. Although most of the time migrated masses were faced with harsh
conditions, they could maintaiheir everyday lives in a certain extend by creating
new survival strategies or by adopting them from the former ones. In the course of
time, they also embedded their social and cultural heritages to the newly
encountered social space in certain extent. diadectical relation between the
former and the latter social, cultural, economic and spatial structures inevitably led
to occurrence of new community characteristics. While they were trying to
perpetuate their lives, consciously or unconsciously theg atso at the very heart

of social, economic and political agendas of ruling clas3ésy were seen as
uncul tured masses, | and phbadcuppfor ealiteal | ndu
clashesthreat forvalues ofthe upper clagss 6 a Haodvevertespcially the last
decade indicated that authorities and power holders have brand new ideas in their
mind about the gecekondu areas. The ongoing rapid urbanization that is fostered by
commodification began to pressure on both central and peripheral gecekondu
districts day by day via penetrating or surrounding these areas. Actually, till 2000s
most of the rentable gecekondu areas that gained legality in cities were transformed

by the contractors who gave also a relatively considerable share to the owners of th

! Gecekondu is a structure constructed illegally by an individual or group of people on a public or
private land. It-signhkading Tsesrkbbsahltlovehis study
chosen to use due to its peculiarity to Turkish casstead of similar usages in the literature such as

squatter or slum. Although this discussion broadly had been made especially in 1970s and 1980s, it
preserves its significance today (Alpar & Yener,
Pénarcéogj IKarpa®@Q2 1976; Kéray, 1970; kenyapeéel e, 1
1966). Therefore, features of gecekondu are issued briefly in the third chapter while the project is

discussd in the historical context.



gecekondus. This trend inescapably facilitated by market mechanisms led to the

i ncrease in the importance of 6exchange
issues. Nevertheless, there still remain some areas that would not bring adequate
profit to the snall scale constructors due to inappropriate locations and insufficient
development rights of lands. Large scale urban developers and credit institutions
coveted to these areas and sought to cooperate with the state bodies to smoothly
deal with the issuera to increase profitability. These intervention processes, both
arouse the market appetite and led to complex forms of interest representation
among other actors such dscal and central state actorthe politically and
economically stronger inhabitaras these areasAt the end of the day, these direct

and enor mous interventions to the reside
labelling the project as prestigious, healthier, more liveable, and more attractive

than before.

Although this shorgt and roughly indicated story of stal transformation in

urban space began at the beginning of the 1990s, especially after the reign of
current government party, Justice and Development Party, in 2002 these kinds of
practices are expedited by differgmilitical interventions that directly targeted the
gecekondu areas. The incomplete commodification of these areas motivates actors
to produce various types of instruments to capture and present urban land as an

exchange tool in the circuits of capftait this point, urban transformatid projects

2 To find more information aboutthec i rcuits of capitaloé in this reg
Capitalo.

5Although the 6urban transformationdé has many int
various processes in terms of secidtural, economic, ad ministrative and spatia@rganization and
restructuring through urban forms and usage in ve
transformation projecto i s us-leddntewéntoh prgjects suchi dent i f

as urban renewal, urban redevelop ment, nrehabilitation, urban renovation, urban upgrading,

urban regeneration, urban clearance in Turkey. There is a serious confusion over these concepts that

are frequently tried to be explained in the I|iter
Kocaba , 2006 ; Kurtuluk, 2005; ¥zden, 2008; Uzun, 2
it has to be mentioned that the interventions to the gecekondu areas under the name of urban
transformation project in Tur keay sawadn clad emgamegd ods
renewal 8 especially after 1980s (D¢ndar, 48). Ur k
interventionist action that aims to correct the failures of the market in cities vialedadepublic

private consensus (Roberts 020 21). Consequently, New Mamak Urban Transformation Project,

which is discussed throughout the thesis, epitomizes the urban regeneration projects. However, not



have become one of the most chosen ways of intrusion that replace or displace
residents. While authorities legitimize projects by drawing attention to the physical
and demographic upgrading targets, it is mostiycluded with the creation of

more rentable land to the market and stranded residents.

The vwvulnerable population, whose livelihood is shaped by the redistributive
mechanisms till now, is faced with the radical economic, souaitural and spatial
changes under the shadow of bargaining processes. In some cases they try to defend
their rights under the umbrella of opposing organizations or formations with the
assists of politically and economically stronger inhabitants of gecekondu areas
against powerful actors such as urban developers, credit institutions, local and
central state actors. Moreer, time to time, by various mechanisms and activities,
some parties or negovernmental organizations also support the gecekondu
residents during their resistance. However, the crucial thing is that some of the
residents are willing to involve and plangito get benefits from the projects while
some of the population are highly doubtful about the outcomes of the urban
transformation because of the incidents that occurred at the previous examples. It is
obvious that these diverse perceptions and actioterims of urban transformation
projects include various motives which are mostly underestimated or stayed in the
background. This is inevitably resulted with the mostly invisible but perceptible

clashes and cleavages among residents.

1.1. The Scope anéim of the Study

This study examines the under |l ying me c h
towards New Mamak Urban Transformati®moject in Derbent Neighbourhood.

Under various property structures, gecekondu type of settlement is highly common

in Derbent. It is one of the stages of the New Mamak Urban Transformation Project

that has been executed to demolish gecekondus under the various names till 2005 in

to confuse readersd mind, O6urban transf¥Wwhostmati on
the project in Mamak is pointed.



Ankara. Derbent Neighbourhood is located in the eastern part of Ankara (Figure
1.1).

Figurel.l. Location of the Derbent Neighbourhood in Ankara(Source: maps.google.com)

It I's worth to study in Derbent since ir
on Mamakds transformation process in th
Derbent explaia and states explicitly the reason why Derbent was chosen to work

on (Figure 1.2). The standing buildings
researcher to understatite happenings in this area.

Besides that, the residents who had accepted the prmeditions mostly have
moved into AraplaEserkent Mass Housing Aréaf Greater Municipality of
Ankara till their buildings are constructed (Figur8)1This population who used to

live in Derbent enormouslgssists this studip achieve its targetsT haefore, there

“These kinds of areas that are provided to benefi
in literature.



emerges a chance to compare resistance and acceptance attitudes towards the

project by considering underlying mechanisms.

Figure 1.2 A view from Derbent Neighbourhood(Source: Personal Archive)

Figure 1.3. A photo taken from the Derbent Neighbourhood that dis plays AraplarEserkent
Mass Housing Area of Greater Municipality of Ankara (Source: Personal Archive)



Under these conditions, the aim of this
negative and posve attitudes towards the gecekondu transformation projects by
considering complex relations among economic, social, cultural, political and
spatial variables besides specificity of the right to shelter or property and tenure
structure. In gecekondu areabe residents who have similar property and tenure
structure look at the urban transformation projects from different perspectives.
Al't hough the main divergence among the
due to legal status of lands, other dynamied @ariables, which consequently lead

to preservation or on the contrary devastation and destruction of the gecekondu

neighbourhoods, should be critically examined and evaluated.

Another critical point that is discussed in this thesis is the decision making and
policy implementation processes with respect to their outcomes. The relations and
positions among market forces, state actors and other organizations become highly
significant while taking such an authoritarian and interventionist policy decision.
During this process, the manipulation influences the people who are directly
subjected to negative and positive consequences of these policies. Therefore, the
assertions that are oato have consent of the people by the power holders are also

added to the relevant chapter of this study.

To understand the different attiuded the gecekondu dwellertowards the
projects, the basipremises of the interventioshould becritically discussed in the
historical context by considering different scales. This strictly requires
comprehending political, sociological and spatial notions which are best combined
and studied with an interdisciplinary understanding. Therefore, this manner is

always pursued throughout the whole thesis.

This thesis, at the beginning, has clear cut hypdiesis or ideas which have
possibility to hidevariablesand mechanisms that lie betieghe surface. However,

broad assumptions that also shape the survegtiQue are determined and
developed with the contr i Bherefor@prepadny f i el
strictly definite question sets are not preferred during this stiddgecially, the

initial interviews were made se+structurally to be able todd more questions for



not to ignore any relevant issues that have potential to influence the study. To sum

up, thesis aims to acquire three basic,

1. Why did/do some people accept urban transformation project in Derbent

while others resist?

2. What are the dynamics and variable
and resistance attitudes towards urban transformation projects in gecekondu

areas?

3. What are the poltical, economic, socioltural and spatial effects dn
consequences of urban transformation project experienced in Derbent

according to residents?

These main questions furthered and detailed with manygsebtion in close ended

and open ended forms. Furthermore, although its premises and facets will be
explained in the coming methodology part, at this point it has to be stated that
before the preparation of these questions, three visits were made and, random and
relatively unstructured interviews were made with the residents who live in Derbent

and Eserkento draw a rougkketch of the issue (Figure 1.4 and)1.5



BEFORE URBAN TRANSFORMATION
PROJECT

DERBENT DISTRICT

ARAPLAR-ESERKENT
MASS HOUSING AREA
OF GREATER
MUNICIPALITY OF
ANKARA

Figure 1.4. Aerial Photograph of Derbent District and Araplar-Eserkent Mass Housing Area
of Greater Municipality of Ankara Before Urban Transformation Project ( Source: Google
Earth (prepared bguthor))

AFTER URBAN TRANSFORMATION
PROJECT

DERBENT DISTRICT

ARAPLAR-ESERKENT

w MASS HOUSING AREA
OF GREATER
MUNICIPALITY OF
ANEKARA

Figure 1.5. Aerial Photograph of Derbent District and Araplar-Eserkent Mass Housing Area
of Greater Municipality of Ankara After Urban Transformation Project ( Source: Google Earth
(prepared by author))



1.2. Research Methodology

In order toansver the questions raised abow is tried to construct a strong
research strategy and methodological structure. Therefore, every step abddiweir
premises that generate thpath is critically evaluated in term®f their

appropriateness to thisseach and briefly explainednder this sectian

Initially empirical analysis is chosefor this studyrather than normative one, since
empirical amlysis is descriptive in nature and it attemjptslescribe and to explain

the world as it is, rather than as it should be, whereas normative analysis is self
consciously fvalued basedoes(nétmean ¢hthe e t al
positivism is embraced Nevertheles, as it is mentioned abovehe desire is to

reveal the reasons behind the attitudes in a specific and congdex therefore,

values, biasesind other pssible obstacles that prevent this studyexphin the

underlying mechanisnshould be put aside while penetrating into suchraa.

As a research strategy, retroductive reasoning that is mediator between inductive

and deductie ones seems appropriate to targets of this stsidge, at first under

some basic highly broad pessumptions whole variablese tried to be observed

which influence peopleds resistance or
the field, wit hout neglecting any of t h
construction and application of theoretical models that uncover the real and
unobservable nehanisms or structures that are assumed to be causing actual events
and experienceso (Reed, 20009, 438) . The
the abstract descriptions of the regularities that are open to change with respect to
data collection prcess in the field. By this way, this studgackes more viable
generalizations with more appropriate and comprehensive questions by preserving
relations between theory and practice. Asildé&a (2009, 156) mentioned the

ultimate goal is to achieve a theary explanation is responsible for producing an
observed regularity. Therefore to determine dynamics and mechanisms that
influence the pelepNedhsouhbacrétreduadivesedran Der
strategy is needed Nevertheless, althoughhe retrodutive research strategy

provideschance toexplain the underlying mechanisys order to evaluate the



discourse and assertions of the gecekondu dwellerbexmmotimple mentary research

strategy namely the abductive strategyresjuired The aim of the abdtee
strategy i s t o discover soci al actorséo
conceptualizing and giving meaning to their social world, their tacit knowledge.

Their reality, the way they have constructed and interpreted their activities together,

is embedded in their everyday language (Blaikie, 2007, 10). Therefore, abductive
strategy provides instruments to see underlying dynamics that are indirectly or

implicitly mentioned during the interviews.

In this researcloth macrotheory and microtheaaye usedat the same timaot to

ignore relations between thefiVhile the former is used to focus on society at large

or at least on large proportions of it, the latter is used to understand issues of social

life at the level of individuals and small groudabbie, 2001, 44). By this way

whether it is observable or embedded, the whole dynamics of neighbourhood and
individuals are acquirednd explainedMoreover, being an inside learner engaging

in close relationships with research participants reveal hoywdbeceptualize and
understand that part of their social wodd interest (Blaikie, 2007, 11). Actually,
gaining peoplebds trust is one of the si
targets. Therefore during the field research, appropriatenosphere should be

created for participants to make them comfortable while sharing their views.

Ontologically, the depth realist perspectivis embracedwhile accepting the
significance of reasons behind atntitude
Blaikie, 2007, 16) mentioned social reality is viewed as a socially constructed world

in which social episodes are the products of the cognitive resources that social
actors bring to them. Therefore, the aim of a science based on depth realist ontology

is to explain observable phenomena with reference to underlying structures and
mechanisms (Blaiie, 2007, 16).

Epistemologially, nearealism satisfies thexpectations in this research, because
necrealism just accepts establishing regularities, or cohstanjunctions, within
phenomena or between events at the beginning of the process; then required is to

locate the structures or mechanisms that have produced the pattern or relationship

10



(Blaikie, 2007, 22). According to Keat and Urry (1975, 5; Blaik@)2, 22) in neo
realism, a scientific theory is a description of structures and mechanisms which
casually generate observable phenomeandescription which enables this study

explain them.

When it comes to paradigms that are followed throughout tiaystritical realism
and interpretivism are adopted to understand and evaluate the discourses, attitudes
and reactions of people in the fielowards the project. To make thaent clear,
these paradigms especially the critical realism will be explaadittle bit more

detailed way.

The events that arebserve, indeed, have to be explained by underlying relations
that are produced and reproduced among actors, their positions and social
structures. Hence the social scientist should look for meahaniand not expect

the most significant statements in his or her explanations to report sequences of
events, let alone regular ones (Bhaskar & Danermark, 2006, 296). Moreover, a
constant conjunction must be backed by a theory that provides an explariatien o

link between the two events, a theory that provides a conception or picture of the
mechanisms or structures at work. These structures and mechanisms are nothing
more than the tendencies or powers that things have to act in a particular way in
particdar circumstances. Therefore, critical realism is ultimately a search for
generative (Blaikie, 2007, 147). It is obvious that these structures and mechanisms
are exhaustively explained and understood by critical realism that embraces
observable and neobrvable phenomenon, mechanisms, structures and processes
(Ozan, 2001, 12).

Sayer (1992, ) basically emphasizes the basic premises of critical realism as

follows:

1. The world exists independently of our knowledge of it.

2. Our knowledge of that world fallible and theory laden. Concepts of truth
and falsity fail to provide a coherent view of the relationship between
knowledge and its object.

11



3. There is necessity in the world; objedtswhether natural or socidl
necessarily have particular causal posv or ways of acting and particular
susceptibilities.

4. The world is differentiated and stratified, consisting not only of events, but
objects, including structures, which have powers and liabilties capable of
generating events. These structures magresent even where, as in the social
world and much of the natural world, they do not generate regular patterns of
events.

In addition, according to Dobson (cited in Krauss, 2005,-Z6the critical realist
agrees that th&nowledge of reality is a reuof social conditioning and, thus,
cannot be understood independently of the social actors involved in the knowledge
derivation process. Besides that, as Bhaskar & Danermark (2006, 295) mentioned
that critical realism is not only the ontologically leesstrictive perspective, but the
epistemologically most heuristically suggestive one. Criticallisien is also
appropr i at e refearchstrategyssince bathdjyalisgive and quantitative
methodologies are in accordance with this strategy (H&aherry, 2000); whilst
researching the underlying mechanisms that drive actions and events (Krauss, 2005,
762).

The second paradigm applied to thessearch is interpretivism. According to
interpretivism, the study of social phenomena requires an undeisgaof the

social world that people have constructed and which they reproduce through their
continuing activities (Blaikie, 2007, 124At this point, t has to benotedthat the
researcher is mostlyapped in double interpretations becauser¢lsearcher trieto

interpret opinionghatare already interpreted by the participants. Therefore, social
phenomena have to be studied from the
relationships is embedded in the concepts of that are used by patscipaocial

contexts (Blaikie, 2007, 132Wnder the light of this knowledge, all the assertions
encountered during the field reseal@ve to be critically evaluatday considering

context and making relevant assumptions.

These are the basic paths thauide this studyto ollect and evaluate data
throughout thehesis As it is mentioned at the beginning, empirical analysis which

requires observation and therefore measurelsectioser{Archer et al., 1998, 7).
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Initially it has to be stated that assugia few similar events are evidence of a
general pattern leads to overgeneralization and misdirects or impedes inquiry
(Babbie, 2001, 20). To overcome this possible obstacle, sufficiently large,
representative samples are reached, observed and varicislijes are taken into

account.

In this study,it is assumed thajuantitative and qualitative dadésie complementary

and both are necessary in attempting to answer the questions of this \t¥ieids
guantitative data makes observation more concradenaakes it easier to aggregate,
compare and summarize data, qualitative data comprises richer meaning (Babbie,
2001, 36). As Creswell (2007, 3®) mentioned qualitative research, which is
conducted to explore complex problem or issue, is needed to atugigup or
population, identify variables that are then measured, or hear silenced voices.
Therebre in this study, firstlyquantitative ways of data acquiring usedto
understand the basic characteristics of the fields. As a result of this, Turkish
Staifstical Is't i t ut ed s ( T Seld)resedraht resblta are enploydd to
increase familiarity with the field. Then, wit the contribution of qualitative
methods, underlyingl y nami cs and mechanisms t hat
become obvious toebexplained in detailTo evaluate and get the relations aigo
variables, quantitative and qualitativedata are frequently used in relation
throughout the thesis. Maniustrative figures and tables are prepared to clarify
findings of the studyThe detded information abouthe qualitative method that is
followed during the field research will be méomed just before the analysis and
discussiorof the field research findings. By this way, it is aimed to prevent possible

disconnectedness and deficiendie she sections.

Furthermore, to find more information and data, newspapers, internet sources and
other publications are scanned. Especially, due to the plenitude of news related to
the focused issue, it is planned to add a section that clarifeessithations
experienced during the project. Thus, this section provides detailednation

whilst preparing the reader to the field research findings of this study. Additionally,
to put the case clearly and understandable, plenitude of graphics, majographs

and other visual materials are used.
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1.3. Research Map and Structure of the Thesis

As it is indicated in the methodology section, this thesis aims to reach some
dynamics, underlying mechamis and relations that assist this stt@lgcquire the
knowledge of t he gecekondu dwell ersé6 af
projects. Therefore, a well organized research map and thesis structure is highly
required to unveil the embedded, overlapped and related processes, actions and
reactions.

Firstly, a research map (Figure ).& designed to determine boundaries of the
thesis. By this way, it is targeted that the possible wandering off the subject is
prevented by following this research map. Mainly it is prepared with respect to
layder 6s research strategy that i's propos
picture in detail, Layder (1993, 8) divides the researched issue into four pieces,
namelycontext setting situated activityand self. However, this does not mean that
there isa clear cut division among these pieces. Although they are interrelated and
time to time indstinguishable, this provides stutty move from concrete to abstract
or vice a versa without losing relations between whole pieces. Layder states features
of thesestages as follows:
The research focus indicated by the teseif refers primarily to the
individual és relation to her or his soci
by the intersection of biographical experience and social involvements. In
situated actily the research focus shifts away from the individual towards
the emergent dynamics of social interacti®etting denotes a research
focus on the intermediate forms of social organization (such as schools,
hospitals, factories) that provide the immediarena of social activity.

Contextrefers to wider macro social forms that provide the more remote
environmental of social activity (such as gender or class relations) (1993,

9).

Among these steps, some of them can be focused more precisely without
underestimating the other stages. For instancéhinstudy the situated activity,

which is the resistance and the acceptance attitudes of people, plays crucial role and
constituteshe backbone of the thesis. Yet, only situated activity does not bring any

sufficient knowledge without realizing what is experienced within the self and
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context. Therefore, economic, so@altural, spatial and administrative and political
attributes relad with the focus of thesis are added to the context. Furthermore,
possible wvariables that influence the p
included under the title of self. Moreover, the setting that form a scene for the actors

is highly influental during people chooses how to act or to decide. The actors who

want to take a part in this process become eventually dependent to the setting.
Therefore, to understand the hidden or embedded reasons, besides obvious ones,
behind the attitudes, reactioasd discourses, every step and their features which

are complementary to each other should be critically evaluated and discussed. By

this way, it is aimed to see the whole picture without missing any significant point

by establishing relations between n@and micro level.

Under these circumstances, as it is followed from the research map of the thesis,
there are some issues that have to be critically discussed throughout the thesis.
These are basically related with the gecekondu phenomenon and urban
trandormation processes at the first glance. However, to obtain the knowledge of
peopleds r e s farxcd attitudesa strong theoretegbp frameworls

required The initial findings of the field research indicated that the gecekondu
dwellers takepositions according to their dispositions and their possessed volume

of resources when they exposed to such an intervention. Therefore, as it is detailed

in the next chapterBourdieusian framgork and concepts that enable the sttaly

grasp the knowledge f gecekondu dwell ersd perspect

Transformation Projecre used throughout the thesis
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CONTEXT @
A EconomicRent seekingctivities oflarge scale developerand
governmental authoritieshy UTPsDS OS {1 2y Rdz NB&A R SETTING
andresistanceto get more share fronarban rent/ Diminishing x Sociocultural, economic and spatial characteristics of the
_ significance of labopowerin gecekondu for the market Neighbourhoods of New Mamak UTP
A Socioecultural: Increasing sociatultural polarization/ Hostility to and U Derbent Nighbourhood
within gecekondu areasDisplacemenbf gecekondu residents U Eserkent Mass Housing Area
A Spatial:Mismatch among spatial formgspaces of poverty and x Legal Basis of Mamak UTP
prosperity) x Political Arena
A Administrative and PoliticalRisingselectiveand authoritarian U Central and Local Governmental Organizations (Grea
intervention of governmental authority / Endeavour to implement _ Municipality of Ankara, Mamak Municipality)
prestigious projectd Risingpolitical tensionamong different G Polttical Parties (Justice and Development Rarty
communities /Favors or manipulatiorto mobilize masses for ~Republican )peoplebds Part
lnmifimizafian Ar nninina cinnadBalifcisatio nf cacinhs 0 NonGovernmental Organizations (Mamak Right to
Shelter Bureau, Mamak Pgdg

Association, Ankara Contemporary Lawyer Associatio

T

Ankara Chamber of City Planners, Ankara Chamber g
Doctors)
x Housing Market in Mamak and Ankara

SITUATED ACTIVITY
RESI STI NG or ACCEPTI NG New Mg
Residentsd Positive and Negat<:>

1L

Economic Conditions (income, investments, rent expectation), ldeology, Approaches to Authorities
(Anger/Desperation/Favouritism/Social relief), Relations in Communityand Relations in Family, Cultural Background, Lack of
knowle dge, Habits (Approaches to Gecekondu and Apartment), Ethaity, Religious Sect, HometownAge, Ge nderhave potential to

deternine the selfacce ptanceor resistanceattitudes in Derbent Neighbourhood and Eserkent Mass Housing Area

Figure 1.6. Research Map



With the guidance of this research map, thesis rougblynprisesthree main

sections (Figure 1,Structure of the Thesis). The introduction part tries to elaborate
scope, objectives, methodology and structure of the thesis. The main body is
divided into three chapters which are highly interdependent and eareptaryfor

each other. Establishing relationstyetween theory and practiagse one of the

essential objectives of these main chaptéscording to Hillier and Rooksby

(2005, 21) Bourdieu signified the misleading dichotomy in academia between
theoryandor acti ce which encour ages that prac
such a regard, theory becomes a totalising view from nowhere rather than being a
dialectical relationship with practcea pr axi so (Hill i er & RO
Under the light ofthis principle, within the second chapter, Bourdieusian
framework and his concepts such as habitus, field and forms of capital are indicated

by considering their relations with the focus of this study. Then, the presentation of

the project with respect tdasic concepts such as gecekondu and urban
transformation in the historical context is discussed to prepare reader to the field
research chapter by providing sufficient knowledge about the project and its
historical background with a comprehensive anthalative manner. By this way,

the whole transformation processindicatedin terms of sociecultural, economic,

spatial administrative and political aspects within macro and micro levels. Then the
findings of the field research are discussed by consigdirurdieusian framework

that is detailed in the second chapter. By this way, it is planned to establish relations
among possible particularistic reasons that are indicated by gecekondu dwellers
with the contribution of Bealing dvithetheé s t h
practice and theory one within the other in a dialectical marb@h assists and
encourages researcherbring something new to the literature and prevent possible
ruptures betweetheory and practice. With this manner, at leaakingrepetitions

and giving irrelevant knowledgare avoided Moreover, this strategy that is
mentioned above sees compl et el y appr ongthodolmgical t o t
assumptions. In the conclusion part, the findings of the study are briefly evaluated.
Subsequently, some policies and strategies are proposed to the actors who occupy
significant positions throughout the whole process. Finally, furtheresttbat seem

adequate and untouched within this context are suggested at the end of the thesis. It
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is believed that ultimately, this thesis serves the purpose of explaining the
perspectives of gecekondu dwellers across the urban transformation projects
without leaving any confusion in the readers mind while facilitating the emergence

of more questions for the further studies.
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PART I (Introduction)

Scopeand Objectives

TNew Mamak Urban
Transformation Project
U Derbent
Neighbourhood
U Eserkent Mass
Housing Area
fRevealing Reasons behin
the Acceptance or
Resistance Attitudes of
Residents towards Projeg
fIndicating influences of
the Project on residents

Methodology Basic Concepts
T Retroductiveand 7 Gecekondu
Abductive Approaches | qUrban
Depth Realist Transformation
(Ontolog_y) Project
fNeorealism o
(Epistemology) {Boudieusian
fICritical Realism and Framework
Interpretivism x Field
(Paradigms) x Habitus
T Quantitative and x Forms of Capital
gualitative Data
Collection

PART 2 (Main Bodies)

Theoretical
Framework

fBoudieuian
Framework
(Relations, Agent,
Structure and Reality)
AField (Positioning)
AHabitus
(Dispostitions)
AForms of Capital
(Resources)

Case Study: New
Mamak UTP

Occurrence of
Gecekondu and
Urban
Transformation
Projects in the
historical context

T Projectionsof the
Project

T Implementation
Principles

fCurrent Situation

fLegal Aspects

IRelated News

Field Resarch

1 The evaluation of ktepth
interviews made with
gecekondu dwellers in
DerbentNeighbourhood
and in Eserkent Mass
Housing Area to understan
their perspectives to the
UTPs.

3 Gecekondu vs.
Apartment Blocks

3 Economic Gain or Loss
for the gecekondu
dwellers

3 Approaches to Authority]
and Perceptions of

PART 3 (Conclusion)

Expected Contributions to the

Lite rature

fFindings of the Thesis
fPolicy Proposals

fSuggestions for Further Studies

Figure 1.7. Thesis Structure Schema
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

After a brief introduction, goals and appropriate methodology of the thesis that
guide the whole study were determined. At this point, it is time to choose some
theoretical i nstruments to understand
perspectives, positns, and reactions towards the Urban Transformation Projects
(UTPs). Under these assumptions, to adequately satisfy the requirements of such a
study, the highly significant frameworks, terminologies and notions of Pierre
Bourdieu are employed and benefitedring the discussion of field research
findings. As Cal houn (1993, 67) i ndica
apparatus to develop an account of breaks that so distinguish social arrangements
and cultures that different issues arise and differemlysic categories and
strategies become appropriatebo.

Before introducing the related terminology of Bourdieu, his theoretical stance has to

be indicatd br i ef |l y. As (290bl giBdh6andnehat oamed
scientific endeavour was congtited on the heritage of the social science field of

|l ate 1950s France, which was dominated
Strauss and the fisubjectiveo existential
266) Bourdieu contends that the oppopsastn bet ween #Astructural
out invisible relational patterns operating behind the backs of agents and
Aconstructivisto one that probes the <co
individual o is artifi ci atins,aBouldieuruet tol at i n
locate his theory between these two with respect to dialectical relation between

t he m. ABourdieu chooses the term fAstruct
foll ows with the opposite diessmog ntaot | sotnr eosf
dialectical articulation of the two moments (objectivist and subjectivist) of his
theory (as cited in Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 11). It should be also stated that the
Bourdieusian theoretical instruments are appropriate to this studyude by

following relational sociology, during his many researches he tried to reveal the

motivations behind the human actions without ignoring the structural factors.
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Whilst Bourdieu formulated his theoretical framework, he highly benefited from the
resarch that he was conducted in Algeria between 1958 and 1961, during the
period of the Algerian War of Liberation. His sociological perspective is deeply
rooted in his studies of Algeria (Calhoun & Craig, 2006, 1403). He basically
constructed his basic coapts and intellect on this comprehensive study during his
observation on Kabylia life Although his assertions were critici$ed the course

of time due to claim of their inappropriateness to the advanced capitalist societies,
they brought highly productive instruments to understand at least societies that
experienced similar situations as it is observed Kabylia life. Therdf@esoncepts

that Bourdieu exercised to acquire the knowledge behind the attitudes of people are
successfully applied throughout the evaluation of the field research findings of this

study.

Before going into detail about the theoretical instruments usehlis study, a brief
introduction that indicates the relations among them seems highly beneficial under

t he |l i ght of Bourdieusian framewor k. A
scientific enterprise is based on the belief that the deepest logic sddfad world

can be grasped, providing only that one plunges into the particularity of an
empirical reality, historically located and dated, but in order to build it up ... as an

exemplary case in a world of finite possible configurations (Bourdieu aral. et.

® According to Eickelman (2009, 2606 1) A Bourdi eud6s not somietyiof ftradi
based on the idea of a homogeneous and unchanging society that leaves little room for ambiguous or
atypical individualso. For the Turkish case, Karyg
a K i (tribe)tor exended family to definetlseo ci al f or mat i on a nkadbilsnt at ed t h
original text) ties seemed to have become either synonymous with the extended family or village or

did not exist at all since there was not much evidence that the migrants preserved a sensaof kabyli
affiliation or identityo. Therefore, even though
with the formations in gecekondu neighbourhoods, in certain extend a homology can be established

to use the Bourdieusian theoretical framework in relatiom under st and t he gecekon
perspectives, since the gecekondu areas can be identified as a combination of various homogeneous

and relatively unchanging groups that migrated and agglomerated fromthe rural areas to the big

cities mostly accordingp their culural, ethnic and religioubackgroundsUnder these conditions, it

can be claimed that these clusters have some commonalities with the Kabylia communities. For more
detail about the Kabylia in Bour dingthestonomicf r a me wo r
Habitus: Algerian Workers Revisitedo, Bourdieu (72
(2004b) O6Algerian Landingé6.

C oundés (1993) O6Ha

For detailed criticisms al h
6Thinking with Bour

see
spei ficityd and Kingds (2000)

the habitusodé articles.
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1991, 628) . Thus, Bourdieu embraces the
signifies the inseparability of theory and practice whilst approaching the social
sciences and enables him and his followers to establish relations to reach reality
without exaggerating either theory or practice (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 97).
Therefore, he gives additional importance to relations among and between agents
and structures in order to reach social reality. Bourdieu (1996, 10) indicated at
every moment of edicsociety, one has to deal with a set of social positions which is
bound by a relation of homology to a set of activities or of goods that are also
characterized relationally. Indeed, as Calhoun (1993, 72) mentioned, Bourdieu is
centrally concerned with ko the various practical projects of different people, the
struggles in which they engage, and the relations of power which push and pull
them nonetheless reproduce the field of relations of which they are a part.
According to Bourdieu (1985, 72824),

[t]he social world can be represented as a space (with several dimensions)

constructed on the basis of principles of differentiation or distribution

constituted by the set of properties active within the social universe in

guestion, i.e., capable of confegistrength, power within that universe,

on their holder. Agents and groups of agents are thus defined by their
relative positions within that space.

Therefore, one of the significant processes that occur within the fields of relations is
the possible ches or harmony between agent and structure. Tezcan (2010, 12)
mentioned that "in Bourdieusian relational approach, there is relationality between
social agents and structural constraints since social agents are influenced via
structural constraints while hey are also transforming s
constraints are at the very core of Bour
concept of habitus is formed with a structural theory of practice that indicates
connections among structueend agency in a dialectical relationship between
structure and power. According to Bourdieu (2005a, 47),

[e]very agents acts according to his position (that is, according to the

capital he or she possesses) and his habitus, related to his personal history

His actions, words, feelings, deeds, works, and so on, stem from the

confrontation between dispositions and positions, which are more often

than not mutually adjusted, but may be at odds, discrepant, divergent, even
in some sense contradictory.
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Therefae, he recognises the power of relations as a cycle between agent and
structure that shape both, according to their power in a dialectical manner on social
arena. While embeddedness plays crucial role on the determination of the power of
structure over th@a ge nt , the agentsd6é forms of capi
capactty to transform the structure. Bourdieu (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 108)
said on this issue as such:
Social agents are not Aparticlesd that a
about ly external forces. According to their volume of capitals, they take

position in the field and pursue to preserve or change the conditions for
their own sakes.

The volume of capital also determines the distribution of agents on social space.
The possi® changes in the structure and volume of capital influence the social
space of the agents in the course of time. Initially, it has to be signified that social
subjects, classified by their classifications, distinguish themselves by the
distinctions they miee, between the beautiful and the ugly, the distinguished and the
vulgar, in which their position in the objective classifications is expressed or
betrayed (Bourdieu & Nice, 1987, 6). Moreover, according to Bourdieu (1996, 11)
human beings are at once loigical beings and social agents who are constituted as
such in and through their relation to a social space. The notion of social space is
important for the study since the social space is the space of similarity. Bourdieu
(1989, 17) indicated that

Social space is so constructed that agents who occupy similar or

neighbouring positions are placed in similar conditions and subjeicted

similar conditionings, and therefore have every chance of having similar

dispositions and interests, and thus of produgmactices that are
themselves similar.

Therefore, agents who possess similar forms of capital have tendency to come
together in physical space. Actually, even though physical space and social space
are intimately related, the picture is not alwaysacke see the direct relation among

t he m: Aithe power over space that comes
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takes the form in appropriated physical space of a certain relation between the
spatial structure of the distribution of goods and serviges,i vate or p u
(Bourdieu, 1999, 124). Furthermore, according to Bourdieu (1989, 17) if someone
want to launch a political movement or even an association, it is a better chance of
bringing together people who are in the same sector of social spdeed]rsocial

space is an invisible set of relationships which tends to retranslate itself, in a more

or less direct manner, into physical space in the form of a definite distributional

arrangement of agents and properties (Bourdieu, 1996, 12).

Besides thecritical relation between forms of capital and habitus, another relation
directly related with both of them has to be established with the notion of field. In
analytic terms, a field may be defined as a network, or a configuration, of objective
relationslet ween positions (Bourdieu & Wacquar
of fields, thus a plurality of logics, a plurality of commonplace ideas, and a plurality
of habituso (Lingard & Christie, 2003,
interventons and every positioning are very part of the field. Therefore, the
dynamics of the field, according to their severity, have capacity to change the
habitus and to determine the validity of capitals. Due to the fact, the power of
capitals alter according ffield that they are tried to use in by the agents. While one
form of capital seems extremely precious for one field, it can be worth nothing in
another field. Theforms of capital and habitus have also effects on the fields.
Therefore, the mutual relatibamong them has to be focused to understand the
social reality without exaggerating just one or two. All in all, in order to understand
the whole process of social world, Bourdieu identified different fields where
different games are played by the soa@ajents whose positions and chances
determined by their possession and volume of different forms of capital (Tezcan,
2010, 13).

These various interdependency and inter
decisions are also at the very core of this gtufihus, it is obvious that his
tremendous findings and explanations provide sufficient support to this study.
However, it has to be mentioned that although all his works are significant, in this

study mainly his o6habit wndigns aredétailedinattdo a nd
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misguide the reader and no to go beyond the limit and goals of this research.
Neverthel ess, besides 0halbihe susp@mentaryf i e | d ¢
conceptssuch assymbolic power, social space, game and strategy aso

discussed when appropriate. Anyhow, due to interrelatedness it is impossible to

di stinguish and isol at e Bourdiueods con
considered, having different dispositions and possessing different forms of capitals

with respetto field gain importance while gecekondu residents decide their sides
against such an influential project on their lives. In the next sections, firstly the
notion of habitus, field and then the forms of capital are discussed with respect to
Bourdieusiarterminology; since as Bourdieu and Wacquant (1992, 96) mentioned

such notions as habitus, field, and capital can be defined, but only within the
theoretical system they constitute, not in isolation. Consequently, it is planned that
before the field resedncthe theoretical instruments direct links are established with

the problematic of this study.

2.1. Habitus

After few interviews in the field, it was observed that the historical backgrounds
therefore the dispositions of the gecekondu dwellers influedicectly their

decisions and determine their positions while accepting or rejecting the project
besides their forms of capital. Therefol
notions wused in this study to udumr stand

their decision making processes.

According to Bourdieyas cited in Hillier & Rooksby, 2005, 2hpbitus is defined

as Oa system of durable, transposabl e di
to function as structuring structures, that @& principles which generate and
organise practices and representations?o:
sense of onedés (and othersd) place and r
By this way, Bourdieu attempts to transcend the constinconscious and
subjectivist/objectivist binaries by setting out the notion of habitus as secially

constituted dispositions or mental structures on the basis of which people habitually
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act (Lingard & Christie, 2003, 320). By the way, it has to be rmeetl that
Bourdieu (2005a, 46) differentiates habitus from habit by saying that even in
traditional societies or in specific sectors of modern societies, habitus is never a
mere principle of repetition. Bourdieu detailed his notion of habitus as follows:
The representations of agents vary with their position (and with the interest
associated with it) and with their habitus, as a system of schemes of perception
and appreciation of practices, cognitive and evaluative structures which are
acquired through thiasting experience of a social position. Habitus is both a
system of schemes of production of practices and a system of perception and
appreciation of practices. And, in both of these dimensions, its operation
expresses the social position in which it vedeborated. Consequently, habitus
produces practices and representations which are available for classification,
which are objectively differentiated; however, they are immediately perceived
as such only by those agents who possess the code, the cksgifichemes

necessary to understand their social meaning. Habitus thus implies a "sense of
one's place" but also a "sense of the place of others" (Bourdieu, 1989, 19).

Bourdieu signifies the significant transformation cycle between individual and
collective while speaking about the habitus. According to him, habitus is a
socialized subjectivity (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 126). Bourdieu also points out

that every habitus has its own set of characteristics, abilities and productions
revealed as a selt of complex relations. He said (1996-;146) fihabi t us, wl
the products of the social condttioning associated with the corresponding condition,

make a systematic set of goods and properties, united by an affinity of style,
correspond to eacHass o f posit i o matedtion toHleseasysters ofd r e w
schemes of perception, appreciation and action that have capacity to generate
appropriate and endlessly renewed strategies, but within the limits of the structural
constraints of which they areghproduct and which define them (2000b, 138).

Actually this constraint highly related with the past experiences. Therefore, Lingard

and Christie (2003, 325) said that the strategy is the habitus in action. In
Bourdieusian terminology strategies are rathaconscious. As Lamaison (1986,

114) mentioned that At he habitus, t he |
behaviours apart from any reference to rules in societies in which the process of
codification is not very advanced, the habitus is the sourcenofs t practice

Consequently, Bourdieu (as cited in Hililer & Rooksby, 2005, 21) stated that
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habitus is the product of history and it can be changed with more or less difficulty
by history. However, Bourdiue (as cited in Lingard & Christie, 2003, 3299 al
added that dispositions determined and produced by both history and the collective
history of family, class, and gender, and thus always has elements of indeterminacy
and contingency, instead of simply a smooth incorporation of static social
structures.To make it more clear the following quotation seems highly appropriate
to understand both the notion of habitus
reactions and positions against the issues. Bourdieu said (1996at:7)
Habitus are structuredtructures, generative principles of distinct and
distinctive practiceswhat the workers eats, and especially the way he eats
it, the sport he practices and the way he practices t, his political opinions
and the way he expresses them are systematidélisrent from the
industrial proprietords corresponding ac:
structures, different classifying schemes classification principles, different
principles of vision and division, different tastes. Habitus make different
differences; they implement distinctions between what is good and what is
bad, between what is right and what is wrong, between what is
distinguished and what is vulgar, and so on, but they are not the same.
Thus, for instance, the same behaviour or everséime good can appear

distinguished to one person, pretentious to someone else and cheap or
showy to yet another.

However, although Bourdieu has recognised the potentially oppressive nature of
habitus, writing that 0i tpressoredrappréssionwr ong
continuous and often unnoticed, of the ¢
& Rooksby, 2005, 33), he also does not believe that the habitus is a fixed
unchangeable structure that continuously produces itself with its ey

dynamics. For Bourdieu, even though people do not simply act with free will,
freedom can be won,; cenrolledéroughavakénmdpaft us ¢
consciousness and soeaonal ysi s6 (as <cited i n Linga
Therefore, Bourdiu (2005a, 45) mentioned that the habitus is not a fate, not a
destiny, since the model of the circle, the vicious cycle of structure producing
habitus which reproduces structure ad infinitum is a product of commentators. By

this way, inventions and impraations in every habitus are observed within the

certain limits that the habitus allows. Thus, the habitus is a form of internalized

social conditioning that constrains thoughts and directs actions (as cited in Lingard
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& Christie, 2003, 320). As it is méianed earlier the ability to change habitus is
highly related with the codes of habitus that are embedded in it. It is obvious that

instead of deeply embedded ones, the lose ones bring more openness to the change.

In all the cases where dispositionseunter conditions (including fields) different
from those in which they were constructed and assembled, there is a dialectical
confrontation between habitus, as structured structure, and objective structures
(Bourdieu, 2005a, 46). Similarly, the field emsch indicated that even though the
habitus of gecekondu dwellers influence their attitudes in a certain extent towards
the project emerged as an authoritarian intervention on housing issue, habitus
manifests itself differently from residents to resideriizie to the fact that the
habitus is engaged strategically within the field, rather than determined by the field
or practised universally across fields, with the collection of dispositions, which
constitute the habitus, being evoked at different timekfiarent fields (Lingard &
Christie, 2003, 32(B21). Therefore, to understand these changes and reach a
satisfactory knowledge the relation between habitus and field has to be established.
To shed Ilight on this i ss uledscassedbrigfigr r el

in the next section.

2.2. Field

Field is the relation of forces among bunch of various positioning in a certain issue
that influence the whole participants. For instance, the housing issue is at the core of
this study. Within the bendaries of this field, the agents have to carry adequate
resources to maintain their existence. It should be also noted that the field can be
related with housing as it can be related with preserving the animal rights or any
other issue. Therefore, on thee hand, various issues can be indicated as the basic
source of fields. On the other hand, the source also resides in the actions and
reactions of agents who have no other choice than to struggle to maintain or
improve their position in the field (Boumi, 1990, 193). Under these conditions,

the participants and their positions play significant role; because at each moment, it

is state of the relations of force between players that defines the structure of the
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field (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 19989). Bourdeu defines the concept of field as
such:
A field is a structured social space, a field of forces, a force field. It
contains people who dominate and people who are dominated. Constant,
permanent relationships of inequality operate inside this spaceh whic
the same time becomes a space in which the various actors struggle for the
transformation or preservation of the field. All the individuals in this
universe bring to the competition all the (relative) power at their disposal.

It is this power that défes their position in the field and, as a result, their
strategies (as cited in Lingard & Christie, 2003, 322).

According to Bourdieu, the positions of occupants, agents or institutions are
objectively defined with respect to the distribution of speoiepower (or capital)

and the volume of possession commands access to the specific profit that are at
stake in the field, as well as by their objective relation to other positions (Bourdieu

& Wacquant, 1992, 97). Under these conditions, the agents who @IS
dispositions and volumes of capital enter to the field in order to pursue their rights

and interests. This is observed in the form of preservation of the already possessed

or transformation to acquire more. Field is the very core of these stsugygieng

agents and institutions. Every field has its own rules and players determined by the
dominant ones and determine who is in and who is out. Besides that Lingard and
Christie (2003, 324) indicated dfields
preer ences,; t heir own 60rul es of t he gan
constituted; their own power struggles. It is in relation to particular fields that the
habitus becomes activeo. Consequent | vy,
others to imposds rules for its own sake. Especially the legitimacy of these rules

gains importance during the power relations. According to Bourdieu (1985, 734),
Afevery field is the site for t he explioc
principles ofdivisim o f t he fi el do. Therefore, as [
1992, 178) said, a field can be illustrated as a battlefield wheoaflict and

competition prevail among participants vie to establish monopoly over the species

of capital effective inandéh power to decree the hierar
between all forms of authority in the field of power. However, this should be noted

that a field exists if sufficient and required participants participate. The game
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analogy that is also used by the uBdieu seems appropriate to acquire the
knowledge of the field in this term. For instance to play cards there should be more
than one player; and to gain money while playing cards there should be players who
have certain amount of cash or valuable thingse functions of the field are
directly bounded to existence of required individuals. Otherwise, the field loses its
meaning till some participants begin to show an interest to it again. Bourdieu
(Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 103) mentioned on this issue ttime should be
agents who risk their money, their time, sometimes their honour or their life, to
pursue the games and to obtain the profits it proposes. Thus, under these conditions,
agents show tendency to participate or evade from the struggle acroodthe
habitus and the volume and variety of capitals that is possessed. Thence, as it is
mentioned earlier, the strategies of agents depend on their position in the field, that
IS, in the distribution of the specific capital, and on the perceptiorthbgthave of

the field depending on the point of view they take on the field as a view taken from
a point in the field (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 101).

Under these definitions, the family, state, political parties or housing sector are
indicated as fiels among many others within related and adequate contexts. The
intersections among the fields are common; yet this does not ignore the fact that
every field includes their own rul es. N
number of fields which ovéap each other, but which also have a considerable
amount of autonomy, each with their own
2003, 322). Therefore, the boundaries of the fields intersect one with another under
certain relations. For that reasonngard and Christie (2003, 322) mentioned that
the boundaries of the fields are sometimes blurred rather than distinct. The
boundaries of the field begin to dissolve at the point where the effects of the field
cease (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 100). BoauncAdded on this issue as such:

When the dominant manage to crush and annul the resistance and the

reactions of the dominated, when all movemeagdsexclusively from the

top down, the effects of domination are such that the struggle and the

dialectic whit are constitutive of the field cease. There is history only as
long as people revolt, resist, act (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 102).
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The notion of field also facilitates the researcher to understand the complex
relations via asking further questions. AsuBdieu explained that field does only
promote a mode of construction and it encourages us to raise questions rather than
readymade answers (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992, 110). Moreover, the boundaries
of a field and its relations with the other fields canbe envisaged without
empirical investigation due to its various dimensioBaurdieu indicates the
requirements to get benefit from the field(s) as such:

I. It is vital to analyzing the position of field v&vis the field of power.

ii. Objective strature of the relations between different social agents and

institutions struggling for the legitimate authority should be delineated.

ii. One must analyze the habitus of agents, the different systems of

dispositions they have acquired by internalizingleterminate type of

social and economic condition, and which find in a definite trajectory

within the field under consideration a more or less favourable opportunity
to become actualized (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992;110%).

Under the light of knowledga b out t he Bourdieubds field
one constant fieldis not defined for this studylue to existence of various
interrelated fields and subfields, it is observed that especially the positions are
initially taken regarding housing field vhin the New Mamak UTP by the
gecekondu dwellers. The housing field more or less influences the other fields such
as economic, politic, ethnic, religious, community etc. and is influenced by them. It

is planned that the field research findings enable usew their relations more

obvious.

2.3. Forms of Capital

The forms of capital terminology is one of the significanstruments that
strengthenthdhhands to grasp the knowledge of
cases. The capitals are significant since it enables us to understand the major
differences that emerge as conflicts in the social space. Till that time, although the
relation among formsral volumes of capital and other notions such as habitus, field

and social space are pointed out, some detailed explanations are required to prepare

31



the reader to the evaluation of findings of field research. For this target, after a brief

intro about thedrms of capital, the main capitals are introduced within this section.

The forms of capital terminology in Bourdieu take its roots from the labour theory
of value. NnReference to the Mar xian unc
take quite seriouglthis version of labour theory of capital, describing the social
wor | d as Afaccumul ated historyo t hat tr
(Calhoun, 1993, 67). Bourdieu stated as such

The universal equivalent, the measure of all equivalences, is nathimg

than labortime (in the widest sense); and the conservation of social energy

through all its conversions is verified if, in each case, one takes into

account both thdabortime accumulated in the form of capitahd the

labortime needed to trangim it from one type into another (Bourdieu,
1986, 54).

Whilst explaining the conditions of Algerian workers, Bourdieu (2000a, 18)
mentionedthesc al | ed 6r at i o himthefroduct of guiteyparticular g e n t
historical conditions; therefore, the economic theory fails to historicize economic
dispositions that have a social genesis. Under these conditions, the historically
constituted dispositions have to be conceived in Hetathout economic
reductionism. Therefore, capital should be regarded not only as having its more
economic, connotation, but as also having applicability to resources such status,
power, personal contacts and formal and informal forms of knowledge (Hdlie
Rooksby, 2005, 24). Bourdieu indentifies three types of capital namely economic,
social and cultural. Additionally, there is also symbolic capital which is the
recognized form of unified other legitimate and powerful capitals. Bourdieu

summarizes theharacteristics of these capitals as such:

" Altman (2005, 733) stated that economic theory assumes that economic agents are completely self
interested in terms of their underyg motivational structure, especially with regards to maximizing
their material welbeing. (Altman, M. (2005), The ethical economy and competitive markets:
Reconciling altruistic, moralistic, and ethical behaviour with the rational economic agent and
competitive markets, Journal of Economic Psychology, vol. 26, issue 5, pp/5R2
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Depending on the field in which it functions, and at the cost of the more or
less expensive transformations which are the precondition for its efficacy
in the field in question, capital can present itseff in thieedamental
guises: agconomic capitalwhich is immediately and directly convertible
into money and may be institutionalized in the forms of property rights; as
cultural capital which is convertible, on certain conditions, into economic
capital and maybe institutionalized in the forms of educational
gualifications; and asocial capital made up of social obligations
(6connectionsé), which is convertible,
capital and may be institutionalized in the forms of a titflenobility
(Bourdieu, 1986, 47).

Having certain volume of capitals enables the possessors to adopt themselves to the
changing circumstances and strengthen their hands to transform the circumstances.
Therefore, forms of capital can be seen as the availabdpons and resources that
determine the positions of the social agents in the social space (Bourdieu, 1998).
However, this does not mean that every capital is valid and valuable under every
circumstance. As it is mentioned earlier, there are varioudsfighat require
different forms and volumes of capital. According to Bourdieu (as cited in Lingard
& Christie, 2003, 324) fields have different forms of capitatonomic, social, and
cultural- with different hierarchies of values. Also, besides thee/and volume of
capital, the convertibility of it plays significant role in the fields since every agent
tries to get the most out of the possessed capital to strengthen the position. To make
it clear, Bourdieu used the card game and token metaptBoudieu stated as
follows:

Players can play to increase or to conserve their capital, their number of

tokens, in conformity with the tacit rules of the game and the prerequisites

of the reproduction of the game and its stakes; but they can also get in to

transform, partially or completely, the immanent rules of the game. They

can, for instance, work to change the relative value of tokens of different

colours, the exchange rate between various species of capital, through

strategies aimed at discrediting thenficof capital upon which the force of

their opponents rests (e.g., economic capital) and to valorize the species of

capital they preferentially possess (e.g., juridical capital) (Bourdieu &
Wacquant, 1992, 99).

The kinds of capital, like the aces in anga of cards, are powers that
define the chances of profit in a given field (in fact, to each field or sub
field there corresponds a particular kind of capital, which is current, as a
power or stake, in that game) (Bourdieu, 1985, 724).
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Consequently, the olume, form and convertibility of the possessed capital
determine the positions of the agents in social space. As Bourdieu (1989, 17)
indicated fAagents are distributed in the
according to the overall volume dfapital they possess and, in the second
di mensiono. Therefore, the tendency to g
similar forms of capital appears both in social space and in physical space. This also
desired or occurred as a need to dominate ff@ces Bourdieu (1999, 127)
mentioned A... capital makes it possible
distance at the same time that it brings closer desirable persons and things (made
desirabl e, among ot her t hAsagsl,onbwhoishei r
willing to enter a place has to increase to meet the forms of capital requirements of
this place and has to satisfy the domina
has sufficient volume and required variety of capital. Hsifficient capital is the
basic reason that keeps the agent out of the place. Actually, it is the basic process
behind the inclusion or exclusion in both social and physical space. These kinds of
games are played by the agents in every field again aath.agnder these
conditions, especially the disadvantaged ones try to preserve and increase in a
certain extent the already existing capital to survive. Bourdieu exemplified this
Issue as such:

Like a club founded on the active exclusion of undesirab&plpe the

fashionable neighbourhood symbolically consecrates its inhabitants by

allowing each one to partake of the capital accumulated by the inhabitants

as a whole. Likewise, the stigmatized area symbolically degrades its

inhabitants, who, inreturn,syyo | i cal |y degrade it. Since

all the cards necessary to participate in the various social games, the only
thing they share is their common excommunication (Bourdieu, 1999, 129).

Therefore, at first forms of capital are the sources thatlematdisable the players

to participate the variety of games. Subsequently, it also determines the success or
failure of the player on this game. Under these assumptions, the volume of capital
that is possessed via the gecekondu dwellers plays crueaimdalst deciding to
accept or reject the project which can be assumed as a game in broad sense.

Especially, the gecekondu dwellers attempt to compensate their insufficient volume
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of economic and cultural capital with the social capital that is availaealtheir
habitus. To deepen the awareness and diversify the instruments for this study, the

main forms of capital are discussed in detail one by one.

2.3.1. Social Capital

Social capital is the one form of capital that provides capabilityeg@tssessors to
use possible social networks via appropriate connections. Although social capital is
issued widely in the literatufe Bourdieu diverges from others by the meaning and
function that he attached to it. According to Bourdieu, social capital i
[tihe aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are linked to
possession of a durable network of more or less institutionalized
relationships of mutual acquaintance and recognitian in other words,
to membership in a groupwhich provides each of its members with the

backing of the collectvelp wned capital, a fncredential
them to credi, in the various senses of the world (1986, 51).

Within this definition, there are certain points that should be evaluated. Firstly,
these networks are usually formed and enhanced by the effort of the members on
existing structure that is institutionally prepared. Bourdieu (1986, 52) mentioned
t h ahe ex&tence of a network of connection is not a naturally given, or even a
socialgvenc onstituted once and for all/l by an
besides active participation to the network, the social capital requires certain
investments that establish an environment for the maintenance of social capital.
Secondly, mutualecognition is vital during the social capital playing role in the
fields. AT he socia papialprasudposes nan wunéeasing effort of
sociability, a continuous series of exchanges in which recognition is endlessly
affirmed and riee d986, b2). MEsdeprodudian proagss also has

to be actualized inside and outside the

8 Besides Bourdieu, the concept of social capital is also discussed by many authors such as Putnam
(1993, 1995), Ostromand Ahn (2003), Coleman (1988) and Woolcock (1988 iBu basically
distinguishes fromthe others due to the fact that he uses it as an instrument to understand the
attitudes of the agents without exaggerating its position among other forms of capital.
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among both the group members and others lead to diminishing returns in social

capital exchanges.

As it is seen in everforms of capital, the existence and volume of them are directly
related with the other forms of capital. Thence, it is impossible to assessing
appropriately the possessed economic, cultural and symbolic capitals in the absence
of required social capital orice versa. This is indicated by Bourdieu in terms of
social capital as such

[aJthough it (social capital) is relatively irreducible to the economic and

cultural capital possessed by a given agent, or even by the whole set of

agents to whom he is conned, social capital is never completely

independent of it because the exchanges instituting mutual

acknowledgment presuppose theaoknowledgment of a minimum of

objective homogeneity, and because it exerts a muliplier effect on the
capital he possessiashis own right (1986, 51).

Besides the agents, the social capital is vital for the groups. Especially, the
homogeneity for enhancing the power of social capital is needed in every group.
The more number of similar members in various fields means the omamnels to
enlarge the network. Therefore, every group tries to reach an institutionalized form
to gain more control over the social capital. Moreover, Bourdieu (1986, 53) stated
that the basis of the existence of the group in the hands of a singlkecagesmall

group of agents and to mandate this plenipotentiary, chargedaviithpower to

act and speato represent the group, to speak and act in its name and so, with the
aid of this collectively owned capital, to exercise a power incommensurdig¢hei
agentodos personal contribution. Therefore
or small group of agents who ensure its conservation and further accumulation. It
signifies the being noble among others. These are the people who may speak on
behalf of the group, represent the whole group, and exercise authority in the name
of the whole group (Bourdieu, 1986, 53). However, as a result of distrust and severe
clashes within the network, the social capital of group diminishes. Actually, this
processirequently occurs due to conflict of interest as it is realized in New Mamak
UTP. At this point it is beneficial to indicate political capital as a sub category of
social capital. According to Bourdieu (1991, 640) it is another kind of capital that is
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the source of the observable differences in patterns of consumption aitylés
and thatguarantees to its holders a form of private appropriation of goods and
public services (residences, cars, hospitals, schools, and A$cad. result, the
different feaures of possessed political capital are one of the basic sources that

seperates gecekondu residents when they exposed to the project.

2.3.2. Cultural Capital

Cultural capital basically refers to knowledge and skills acquired either by formal or

i nfor mal ways. ACul tur al capital often
resources such as articulateness, aestt
(Hillier & Rooksby, 2005, 24)According to Bourdieu (1986, 48 9 ) Acul tur
capital can be acquired, to a varying extent, depending on the period, the society,

and the social class, in the absence of any deliberate inculcation, and therefore quite
unc o ns c inoogother rms oA capital, Bourdieu gives great importance to

cultural capital and make many researches on this issue. Hehataid

Agents do not all possess to the same degree the instruments,
especially the cultural capital, necessary to produce whedlled a
personal opinion, in the twofold sense of autonomous and
conforming to the particularity of the interests attached to a
particular position (Bourdieu, 2004a, 40).

Bourdieu indicated that cultural capital can be observed in three differees stat
namely the embodied, objectified and institutionalised form. The first one is the
embodied state that enables agents to consume cultural goods by understanding
their meaning, unlike material goods (Hillier & Rooksby, 2005, 24). As Tezcan

(2010, 22) mermned most of the time the internalization of this kind of capital

realized unconsciously under the strong family effect. Secondly, cultural capital

exists in anobjectifiedstate Ain the form of cul tural
dictionaries, instrumentsmachines, etc.), which are the trace or realization of
theories or critiques of these theories,

this state of cultural capital, the significant thing is the capacity to use these kinds of
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cultural goods. FinaJi institutionalizedstate is the guaranteed form of cultural
capital via educational qualifications and credentials. The documents, titles, degrees
given by education system determine the volume of institutionalized cultural
capital.

As it is requiredfor other forms of capital, the cultural capital needs efforts and
investments. On the one hand, it has to be mentioned that this form of capital is
more related with the seifnprovement dynamics; although biological and familial
factors play roles. On ¢hother hand, the assistance of the economic capital is
obvious during the acquisition of cultural capital. Bourdieu stated that:

It can immediately be seen that ik between economic and cultural
capital is established through the mediation of theetimeeded for
acquisition. Differences in the cultural capital possessed by the family
imply differences first in the age at which the work of transmission and
accumulation beginthe limiting case being full use of the time
biologically available, with thanaximum free time being harnessed to
maximum cultural capitai and then in the capacity, thus defined, to
satisfy the specifically cultural demands of a prolonged process of
acquisition (Bourdieu, 1986, 49).

The transformation potential of forms of cigiespecially plays significant role
when the agents face different conditions in the fileds. These processes are

discussed in detail under the economic capital topic.

2.3.3. Economic Capital

The economic capital refers to the material wealth and cotaatpower (Hillier
& Rooksby, 2005, 24). The exchange value of all sellable things that occurs as a
result of the transactions is the source of this capital. Due to its obvious meaning,
Bourdieu did not issue this form of capital in detail. However, heuded its
transformative power due to its relatively more validity among other forms of
capitals especially in this era. Bourdieu (1986, 54) discussed this issue as follows:
The real logic of the functioning of capitéihe conversions from one type
to arother, and the law of conservation which governs them cannot be

understood unless two opposing but equally partial views are superseded:
on the one hand, economism, which, on the grounds that every type of
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capital is reducible in the last analysis to ecoitocapital, ignores what
makes the specific efficacy of the other types of capital, and on the other
hand, semiologism (nowadays represented by structuralism, symbolic
interactionism, or ethnomethodology), which reduces social exchanges to
phenomena of ecomunication and ignores the brutal fact of universal
reducibility to economics.

Beyond this discussion, although the transformation process is challenging, agents
frequently apply this way to preserve or to strengthen their positions in different
feds. " The convertibility of istha dasidafftheer e nt
strategies aimed at ensuring the reproduction of capital by means of the conversions
least costly in terms of conversion work and of the losses inherent in the conversion
i t s e lufdieu, Y9&8p54)For instance, whilst economic capital gives agents
chance to increase their cultural capital, no one be sure about that cultural capital
facilitates to acquire more economic capital; because the transformation dynamics
are also boundea tother forms of capital, habitus and the rules and other agents of
different fields. As Bourdieu (1986, 55) mentioned this inevitably leads high
degree of uncertainty into all transactions between holders of different dypes

capitaldue to thappmrent) incommensurability.

Moreover, while discussing economic capital, its relation with the housing issue
with respect to Bourdieusian framework has to be introduced at this point. Bourdieu
mentioned that being an owner of a house satisfies economic HeExides
biological and social ones. He stated (2005b, 21) this as such:

A purchase of a house, being connected with the family as household, and

with its permanence over time, which it presupposes and also aims to

guarantee, is both an economic investiméor at least a form of

accumulation of captal as an element of a lasting, transmissible

patrimony and a social one, in so far as it contains within it a wager on the
future or, more exactly, a biological and social reproduction project.

Therefore, reating the house as a mere capital good is just the reductionism that
ignores the other functions of it. Even though, a house implies nothing but the
investment instrument for some groups, it preserves its vital position as social and

biological needs fothe majority of the society. The crucial thing at this point is the
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endeavours of dominant class to increase the economic notions on housing issue for
their own sake. And just few among dominated ones have showed reactions and
resist against this transfoation. Under these conditions, when the housing issue is
situated at the very core of economics, the agents who possess insufficient volume
of economic capital and have no chance to convert other forms of capital to
adequate weapon are always on a hidmgiothing. Bourdieu also signifies the
relation between state and housing market that just provides benefits to certain
groups in society. Bourdieu mentioned as follows:

There are, no doubt, few markets that are not only so controlled as the

housingmarket is by the state, but indeed so truly constructed by the state,

particularly through the financial assistance given to private individuals,

which varies in quantity and in the forms in which it is granted, favouring

particular social categories andpnsequently, particular fractions of
builders to different degrees (Bourdieu, 2005b, 90).

The facilitator role of the state that mainly assists contractors instead of needy
social categories leads to challenging conditions for the economically vulnerable

agents in the housing field. Further discussion about this issue is made under the
symbolic capital topic.

2.3.4. Symbolic Capital

Bourdieu indicates that At he symbolic ceé
capital as it represents the formtthhe various species of capital when they are
perceived and recognised as Il egitimatebo
Therefore, the volume of symbolic capital is determined by the volume of other

forms of capital. Bourdieu (1989, 23) sees #ymbolic capital as a credit that

provide sufficient recognition to be in a position to impose recognition to the agent.

This form of capital enables agent to bring others together and mobilize them. In the
struggle to impose the legitimate view of the iabgvorld ... agents yield a power

proportionate to their symbolic capital (Bourdieu, 1985, 731).
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Another issue that has to be mentioned related to symbolic capital is the symbolic
power. Symbolic power takes its roots from the symbolic capital and the impact of
it also determined by the volume of symbolic capital. Also, symbolic efficacy
depends on #hdegree to which the vision proposed is founded in reality (Bourdieu,
1989, 23). Bourdieu gives great importance to symbolic power and states as such
whilst discussing the possibility of transformation of symbolic power poveer of

constitution:

A power to preserve or to transform objective principles of union and
separation, of marriage and divorce, of association and dissociation, which
are at work in the social world; the power to conserve or to transform
current classifications in matters of gend@tion, region, age, and social
status, and this through the words used to designate or to describe
individuals, groups or institutions. To change the world, one has to change
the ways of worldmaking, that is, the vision of the world and the practical
opeaations by which groups are produced and reproduced (Bourdieu, 1989,
22-23).

As it is mentioned, this also points out the symbolic production and reproduction.
Bourdieu explains these functions by relating them to the interests of the ruling
class. He (189, 79) stated these as such:
Unlike myth, a collective product collectively appropriated and consumed,
ideologies serve particular interests which they tend to present as universal
interests, common to the whole groupo.
to the real integration of the dominant class (by ensuring immediate
communication among all its members and distinguishing them from the
other classes); to the fictitious integration of the society as a whole, and
hence to the demobilization (false conssioess) of the dominated classes;

and to the legitimation of the established order by the establishment of
distinctions (hierarchies) and the legitimation of these distinctions.

Under these circumstances, the symbolic systems fulfil their political dumeis
instruments of dominant classes. The dominated classes consciously or not feel
these oppression processes as symbolic violence. Even though the effect of
symbolic violence is not mostly directly observable as it is experienced in physical
violence, 1 has deeper and massive influences on especially dominated classes. It is
resulted in the creation or continuation of legitimized exploitation systems. The

established patterns of power and privilege that go hand in hand with the politics
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and create hierahies are mostly masked by the social order which is embodied as
symbolic violence in social world (Wacquant, 2006, 263). At this point Bourdieu
(1979, 80) underlies Max Weber s one of
domi nat edd t aese Kgwevar, itnhasttohbe mengoned that although
dominating position is advantageous for the processes, the positions change in the
course of time with respect to classesbo
fields. Therefore, many symbolic strugglare also take place among different
classes and class fractions to hold the dominator position at least for a certain time.
Holding or having positions to influence the state power, thus, come into
prominence under these conditions. Bourdieu (2005bst@&)d that

The struggles to transform or conserve legitimate representations which,

once invested with the symbolic and practical efficacy of official

regulations, are capable of genuinely commanding practices provide one of

the basic dimensions of thpolitical struggles for power over the

instruments of state power, that is to
formula, for the monopoly of legitimate physical and symbolic violence.

Under the shed light of this knowledge, the symbolic capital especathes into
prominence while some agents attempt to manipulate to leadthkes by their
consent. In theaseof this study on the one hand some important figures such as
mayor of Ankara, mayor of Mamak, Headman of Araplar Neighbourhood and some
others who expect political and economic benefit from the project use their
symbolic capital to convince gecekondu dwellers to sign the project contract. On
the other hand, Headman of Derbent Neighbourhood, neighbourhood
representatives of the Mamak Right to BdeBureau, representatives of Mamak
People Culture and Solidarity Association, some other organizations and political
actors use their symbolic capital to empower gecekondu dwellers against the
project. Therefore, symbolic capital directly influences geeekondu dwellers

perceptions towards the project.
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CHAPTER Il
CASE STUDY: NEW MAMAK URBAN TRANSFORMATION PROJECT

This chapter basically consists of two main parts. The first part indicates the
background of the New Mamak Urban Transformati@mject in a historical
context with respect to socwultural, economic and spatial transformations that
have been experienced up until today. This transformation process discussion is
started from the declaration of Ankara as a capital city and endbdheitinitiation

of New Mamak Urban Transformation Project. In the meantime, migration,
gecekondu phenomenon, state policies on housing, miakeand statded
transformation issues are examined in a
area,Ankara and especially Mamak district. Besides these critical issues, the higher
scale plan decisions on Ankara are also chronologically included and evaluated
within this part not to ignore spatial development (Figure 3.1). By this way, it is
targeted to wable the reader to see the whole formations and dynamics that set
ground for the New Mamak UTP. Moreover, it is obvious that this historical context
facilitate to acquire better understanding about the various perspectives of

gecekondu dwellers towards Wevlamak UTP.

The second part of this chapter is focused on the representation of New Mamak
UTP and its implementation, progress and prospects. Firstly, the features of this
project are introduced especially in detail to understand the dynamics of
transfomation. Besides implementation principles of the project, current situation
in the project is pointed out. As a highly significant issue, the legal aspects of urban
transformation projects are also indicated whilst the complex legal processes of
New MamakUTP is issued. This second part is finalized with a section, which
evaluates the news in media about New Mamak UTP and related issues such as
serious incidents, comments and other prestigious projects, aims to facilitate the
transiton to field research apter. This chapter can be considered as a
supplementary of field research chapter. However, it should be known that the

absence of this chapter make it impossible to understand the field research findings
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that reveal what lies beneath the accepting amisting attitudes of residents

towards urban transformation projects in Derbent Neighbourhood and Eserkent.

Market -Led Urban Transformation

Gecekondu

< 1950s 1970s 1990s 2000s Os 2@020s >

Figure 3.1. Timeline to lllustrate Basic Processes

3.1. Evaluation of New Mamak UTP n the Historical Context

Within this section, it is planned to indicate and shortly to evaluate the background
of the New Mamak UTP with respect to scciltural, economic and spatial
changes by considering macro level dynamics. For this goal, while the
demographically experienced changes in gecekondu areas are explained, the master
plans on Ankara will be analysed to observe the spatial transformations in the
planning context. Moreover, due to the absence of previous specified demographic
data about Newlamak UTP neighbourhoods, general characteristics of gecekondu
in Ankara and the found records of Mamak District are used in généigdough it

can be claimed that the project area covers a huge but certain space on Mamak
District, it is an undeniable truth that project area consists almost whole historical
characteristics of the district in terms of social, cultural and economiectssp

Under these conditions, it is beneficial to initiate the timeline from the point when

® Mamak became municipality with the Act No. 30301i883. Therefore, it is difficult to find
specific previous data that belongs to this area.
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Ankara began to gain importance. By this way the transformation is tried to be

illustrated via following general to specific pattern.

The declaration oAnkara as the capital city of newly born Republic of Turkey in

1923 led to increase the attention on Ankara as a city in terms of various aspects.
AFol |l owi ng its elevation to the status
migrants, attracting populatohr om Tur keyds rur al areas,
Anatolia to Ankara began-184).nThixigeritabdys t 0 (
brought wide range transformations to Ankara in terms of economic,-soltisal

and spatial variables in the course of time. Totrmdhis process, plans were tried

to be introduced by the authorities. T he
in 1923 by envisaging dense and compact city form while not proposing any policy
concerning how t he ci t-69).Withil this pgriod)y somg G¢ n a )
policies®were tried to be implemented to dez:
problem (Kel Bkas tobedmention2dOtiattihe.early years of the

republic during the intewar period, the emphasis on nationalistl atonomic
development had centred upon the village (Drak&ksth, 1976, 225). Therefore,

the migration waves could be controlled under these policies to the growing newly

emerged cities.

During 1920s in Mamak region,reagrexttbens i
Hatip ¢ayé (Stream) were just considerec
Ankara (G¢ltekin and Onseki z, 2005, 139
buildings in plantation lands and gardens in these areas. However, it is mentioned
that during the field research, Araplar Neighbourhood is used to be a village that

was settled before the declaration of Republic.

In 1930s, to attain healthy urbanization, the Jansen Plan was adopted for Ankara.
However, in the course of timeyi$ planexposed to the pressure of land speculation

and could not meet housing needs of the people (Karaburun, 2009, 53), especially

0 with the law (Law no. 586) in 1925, the civil servants began to receive advance payments for the
establishment of housing cooperatives. With the law (Law no. 1iB82928, construction of houses

for the civil servant was targeted. The law (Law no. 1452) in 1929 gave housing allowances to the
civil servants (Kelek, 2004, 503) .
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for the low income new comers. Another significant point is that both plans
underestimated the population increase and lackeduelop new areas which led

to unplanned expansion (Yakar, 2010, 95)
people, who barely find ways to survive in rural areas, to not only inner city but also

to peripheral areas of Ankara depending on availabilittands and their informal

relations. Whilst the migration was taking place in big cities, the former inhabitants

of the city who established families with old middllass values regarded the
migration as a peasant invasion and began to complain abous#ppearance of

city manners and of privacy (Karpat, 197
unfamiliar behaviours, their unplanned and insufficient dwellings were also seemed

as a threat for t he mi ddl e <claseksto (keng
emergence of hostility against the gecekondu residents has been maintained for
year s. Mor eo ver , -9aswatedkr@atnthe dopmer irdhabi(antd B the 8
cities had made several attempts to get
population had reached majority in the whole population. Besides the increasing
gecekondu population, the new migration flows created a need for settlement areas

in the cities. According to Uzun (2005, 184) as the old housing stock next to the city
centre filed up, the new arrivals moved into the farmlands which were weather held
under absentee landlordism or weakly controlled by state. Due to closeness to the
already decentralized factories, the migrated mostly unskilled labour force chose
these places forestlement (Uzun, 2005, 184). The gecekondus of Mamak became
visible under these conditions in 50s (
the gecekondu neighbourhoods of Mamak were established along the railway to the
East (DuyaKienast, 2005, 104)Accor di ng t o G° k- e (197
settlements were observed after 1945 in Derbent Neighbourhood and around it. The
migrated pioneers mostly from the rural areas of East part of the Turkey began to
construct one storey structures with bricks thatgpesal in rural areas within large

gardens in Mamak district just for satisfying their housing needs. All these
gecekondus in Ankarare wellestablished and represent substantial additions to the

urban fabric DrakakisSmith, 1976, 225). These lands aéher occupied or
purchased on the informal market (Duyé@enast, 2005, 131). Moreover, the

limited options that were enjoyed by the migrated population led to wa of
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ethnic, religiousand cultural diversity in gecekondu neighbourhoods. Migrated
Al evi and S¢gnni, Kurdish and Turkish fan

to find an appropriate place to stay (Erman, 2005, 320).

In 1950, although 80 percent of the Turkish population lived in rural areas, the
employment situation was further vgemned by the flood of Marshall Aid tractors
during the 1950s, which rapidly increased the amount of surplus labour in the
countryside (Drakaki$Smith, 1976, 225). With the introduced 40.000 tractors, one
million farmers had been dislocated and regardlésisear intimate family ties they
began to migrate from the mountainous, poor, and less developed sections in the
east and northeast toward the more developed, industrializing, fertile areas in the
west (Karpat, 1976, 56 7 ) . k e ny a{® ktétedlfal i cage,the f@lal
mode of production had been maintained and the agricultural technology had not
been developed, there would not be mass migration waves. Moreover, Yasa (1966)
indicated that besides the technological developments, lack of landyduipive

soil, land ownership status and social causes such as weakening of the patriarchal
family, vendettak a n d and msufécient public services plays significant role

in the rural areas before people had decided to migrate to urban areasesidt,a r
the big cities such as Kstanbul, Ankar a
problems of unplanned and uncontrolled migration. Even though series of laws
were enacted by the state to solve the gecekondu problem after the World War 11
( Kel &%& 573)2tke rapid urban growth parallel to the industrialization made it
difficult to provide adequate housing stock to meet the housing demand of migrated
population under the absence of sufficient infrastructure and urban service
investments by neitherentral government nor local authorities (Uzun, 2005, 184).
By the way, whilst this migrated poor people were solving their housing problems

with constructing gecekondus, they also created an informal sector to solve

" The Law no. 5218 (dated 1948) targeted to rehabilitate the existing gecekondus ahtbaime

provide lands to people who intend to rebuild gecekondu within the boundaries of Ankara

Municipality. With the Law no. 5228 (dated 1948), proper credits were given to people who needs

money to build a house. The Law no. 5431 (dated 1949) fell shtreafoals that tried to prevent

the construction of gecekondu and tried to demolish the existing ones. With the Law no. 6188 (dated

1953), the land provision was made to families who needs land to build house. The Law no. 7367

(dated 1959) transferredldns t o0 municipality to prevent the con
2004, 573574).
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unempl oyment pr obl)elmthdsd kemitegl ¢income deletating 7 7
activities, the workers who have no social and/or job security were time to time

forced to work under harsh conditions.

In 1957 to manage t h-d&ybagn &l (Rigure B.2) wask ar a,
accepted and this wathe first time that the current gecekondus previous location

within New Mamak UTP began to be observed in a master plan. According to
G¢gnay (2005, 81l) with this plan the exi s
designed as developed areas which ctuist the basic premises of improvement

plan understanding in 80s. This plan also purposes a green belt that preserves Hatip
taye (stream) bet ween the rail-Uyoadd and
Plan opened up new urban development areas and prodemis®ns for industrial

sites, it pursued the same urban development direction {souih axis) and it

coul d not provide solutions for especi
According to official sources (as cited in Yasa, 1966, 52) in 1962 uheber of

oL}

gecekondu in Ankara had exceeded 80000 units in which approximately 450000
people had resided. While the spatial problems were not being solved, the economic
system began to absorb labour of these huge number of gecekondu residents.
Accordingtokar pat (1976, 100) gecekondu peopl e
povertystricken, and unorganized labourers and hence wiling to work long hours

and to take jobs that the skilled and organized labour would not ordinarily
acceptedo. On utehi sk emeyrayp éd &@meg( 1194 S8, 23) S
population had created regulatory mechanism for the maintenance of the system. In

this exploitation model, these masses were inevitably obliged to serve the need of
capitalists whilst both producing and saming. Especially, between 1960 and

1970 the gecekondu population that found relatively regular employment
opportunities began to gain functions as a consumer to enable the integration in the
cities (kenyapele, 1 Kigrlast mehtivad. (2005, 1113) o u g h
Ma mak 6s gecekondu areas S not homogen
especially the lowpaid and insecure jobs were supplied to this growing mass that

needs jobs to survive. Therefore, this population became ready to use force for the

newly opened industries and existing ones where could be far away from Mamak
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due to inadequate transformation channels. Besides that the railroad provided job
opportunities to people. It is observed from the field research that many people used
to work in vaious positions in Turkish State Railways beginning in 60s and 70s.
Moreover, besides the low skilled labour force, there were also people who
appointed to Mamak District as public servant and settled there by constructing

gecekondu.

p New Mamak Urban
’|" Transformation Area

Fi gur e 3-Uybadin Plan ¢1897) Gource: Great Municipality of Ankara Development and
City Planning Department, (2006) 2023 Plan Report)

The social and cultural formation was tried to be preserved as it was experienced in

the rural area to ease the adaptation procgsbebmigrated population. Especially,

Athe new comers formed a new community
some of the wvillage culture and, t hus,
into the <city to wi t hout Kapat,sl@7,d&)n br e
Furthermore, the migrated people had designed their places as they used to live in
their villages and had not given up their everyday practices and rituals in cities.
According to Yasa (1966, 55) the conventional practices experiendéd willage

are dominant whilst the objects and furniture are placed in the gecekondus.
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The steep topography allows people to use the roofs of their houses as
terraces, e.g. in order to dry vegetables for the winter. The sub terrain is
mostly used for strage. In the corners of gardens, there are shadowy
places to rest. A lot of housework, like cooking, washing and drying, is
carried out in open spaces, which are extended to the streets. Streets house
other communal activities, like wedding ceremoniesmiost cases, the
gardens are marked with low stone walls. In some cases poplar trees are
planted in order to mark the boundaries of the plot. (D#§rnast, 2005,

115)

Especially in the gecekondu neighbourhoods, the community life fonwidu
respect to idetities such as ethnic, religious and savilge origin (hometown)

These kinds of agglomerations providsecurity in every aspect for the migrated
groups. Although vaous and opposite grougppeared in the same neighbourhood,

the migrated populations succeeded to live together. Although in everyday life,
cul tural, religious and political di ffer
Kurdish families were obvious and the dissensions inwardly or obviously continued
among them, ttee differences did not lead to serious clashes or violence; on the
contrary, it inevitably caused conciliation and tendency to get along with together
among neighbours; due to sharing same space and being in need of other (Erman,
2005).

At the beginning ©1970s, the population proportion living in urban centres had

still only reached on¢hird of the wholepopulation of Turkey. However, the

housing problem as a consequence of migration led to occurrence of unhealthy
urbanization in bigcitiesdue toabsee o f suf fi cient state poc
cited in DuyarKienast, 2005, 41) mentioned that in this period the gecekondu
residents gained legitimacy and official recognition with the Law no%@61966

due to their contributions to the economyexypanding market capacity without any

burden on the state. Parallel to this legalization process, the Condominium Law that

had been enacted in 1965 made it possible to own an apartment in an apartment
house in proportion to the share in land especialyQin0s (Uzun, 2005, 184). With

the legalization of gecekondus, valuable property rights that had been transferred to

12 Gecekondu Law No. 775 is the initial acceptance of the gecekondu phenomenon by the
governments.
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lower income gecekondu dwellers played crucial role on the overall redistribution

of income (Akpénar, 2008, ned bthat.espdcialymy ap é |

between 1970 and 1980 financially capable gecekondu owners chose to transform
their gecekondu to multi storey apartment house on their own; otherwise, they
preferred to sell the land or waited contractors to get share from the urlbahhien

was resulted with the rise of individual contractors and small entrepreneurs who

became a part of const-saettiogbprocess ¢

1970 Land Use Map of Ankara indicated
Uybadin Plan were excded mostly by gecekondu settlements (Figure 3.3). The
core of the city reached to its topographic basin and its periphery was surrounded by
the gecekondus (G¢gnay, 2005, 94) . The
increase in Mamak in that period when (adiog to 1970 Land Use Plan)
maximum 150 persons lived per hectare within the Derbent and other current
project neighbourhoods. The reason behind it is the continuous migration of people
from the rural areas. It is known that increasing number of household family
resulted with the construction of additional storey or room to the existing
gecekondu. However, the increase in population resulted with the occurrence of

insufficient public services which had been already limited. The research that was

hedin 1971 by G°k-e (50) indicated that

residents, one elementary school, one health centre, and three mosques and as a

commercial entity cafe, grocery, butcher, greengrocery, bakery, barber, tailor and

t

a

F

cinema were locatedni K° st ence District t hat com

Bojazi-i, Kayack, Yekil bayéer, Karabayér
gecekondu dwellers had stated that the elementary school was insufficient and they

severely need junior high school and schafa@rt for their district.
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a @ Squatters in 1970 & 1990

New Mamak Urban
O Transformation Project
Area

e o TarY

Figure 3.3. 1970 Land Use of the Urban Macro Form of Ankaraource: 1990 Plan Report and
Géinay, B. (2006) prepared by Yakar, C. G.)

Whilst Mamak preserves its peripheral position during 70s due to the informal
networksamong relatives or townsmelm € mk @ mrelations geople chose to settle

this areas instead of centre of the city. Although the solidarity among migrated
populations was weakened due to newly encountered economic and social life
(G° k- e, 1 9 Tiek presérved ifs signiicareeeto survive in the city life. At
the end of the migrations to the peripheries of big cities from rural areas, the
migrated people spatially come togetherading to their religious sechometown

and language in order togserve their ethnic and religious characteristics (Erman,
2005, 319). Therefore, reaching adequate number of population led to the formation
of semiclosed communities in gecekondu areas. However, this did not cause severe
tensions among the residentshaligh in Mamak, like many other gecekondu areas
of Turkeyds big cities, both revo-l ution
Kienast, 2005, 123). In certain levels, there occurs collaboration among the
ethnically or religiously diverse but spatiallyosk neighbours in case especially the
families need help and live in poverty (Erman, 2005, 324). Under these conditions,

the residents accept tllfferent or other one in certain extent to live in the same
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neighbourhood. According to Erman (2005, 324) nkéghbourhood relations are
especially significant for the women who spent most of their time in the
neighbourhood and need to collaborate with other neighbour women due to poverty

in gecekondu areas; therefore, they cannot easily sacrifice their neigbbdst.

As said by kenyapeleée (as cited in Ersoy,
is more influential than the time passed in the cities during the urbanization process

in terms of perceptions and behaviours. Therefore, some gecekondu dwelters wh

kept pace of urbanization left the gecekondu areas and moved into apartment
houses. However, according to Bilir (2004, 102) these people stuck between the

rural and urban life due to their previous culture and newly encountered and
imposed urban valuesBy the way, it has to be mentioned that the second
generation of gecekondu began to take place in secmomic and politic life.

Although the new generation had more capacity to penetrate urban life, they
certainly experienced the same tensions as geents. And they reflected this

tension into political life as a radical movement. The demand of radical changes
beyond the social justice was welcomed by many young gecekondu dwellers that
deeply experienced the soci atlthesepeomleual i t
were supporting leftist revolutionary ideology, they faced the rightist nationalist
people who are also mostly gecekondu dwellers. The ideological polarization
between these two groups created severe conflicts and clashes time to time in th
society. Al n this atmosphere,kurrdsac led dné e
b°1l gel er ) weelappkared hrel the gecekondu dwellers were divided as
rightist and leftisto (Erman, 2004, 7).

It has to be menti oned aother tadtivitys is @so i nt

i nstrument al as political actsigumtitreradhi
original text) ur ban and national i nt eg
Karpat (1976, 200) mentioned that being a part of political actiowiges the

gecekondu dwellers additional opportunities to establish communication channels to
the other members of the national pol i t:
35) stated that migrated populations have tendency to support the partiesein pow

due to achieve full integration with the system. Nevertheless, different ideologies
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find acceptance in the gecekondu neighbourhoods. Basically, these ideological
polarizations between revolutionary and fascist groups in gecekondu areas
depending on bothmacro political agenda and individual perceptions were
suppressed after the military coup in 1980. The harsh actions and serious
movements replaced with limited and passive reactions mostly revealed at the time
of elections that had just indicated the\poais leftist and rightist cleavages from

80s to today (Figure 3.%) However, this just brought pseugeace to the
gecekondu areas after severe polarizations and clashes were experienced. Whilst the
coup tried to eliminate the fascist and especialolutionary parties, it facilitated

the implementation of newght ideology that basically enables the rise of
particular groups instead of class based movements. According to Harvey (1993,
4 5 )his $hift rom universalism to targeting of particulaogps inevitably created

tensions between groups and helped fragment rather than consolidate any broader

sense of a pr o g resenthoughethecthracorsreligiolis! idemtities e 0 .

of gecekondu residents had not been explicitly stated befofis188m then on the
conditions began to change on the opposite side (Erman, 2005, 319). For instance as
Er man (2005, 320) mentioned discomfort
the state after 1980s can be indicated as one of the most signiieson behind

the organization of Alevi community. Moreover, the reign of Naght politics

divided and ruled in the social sphere those who should have common interest in the
economic sphere (Harvey, 1985, 268). Therefore, most of the gecekondu dwellers
as a working class member, could aeén conceive of their interests in class terms
under these highly fragmented social conditidysvertheless, whilst both political

and economic conditions were deeply transforming societal structures of gecekondu
areas, rituals and habits of gecekondu residents preserved in a certain extent and a
kind of solidarity among community during the ceremonies such as weddings and

funerals left behind.

13 provincial General Council Members Election Reswtamak Mayoral Election Results and
Mayor of Great Municipality of Ankara Election Results in Mamak between 1989 and 2009 indicate
highly close results. Therefore, the other two
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Figure 3.4. Provincial General Council Members Hection Rests in Mamak (1989-2009}*
(Source: TSI (Turkish Statistical Institute Database))

In 1982, 1990 Master Plan of Ankara became effective (Figure 3.5). According to
Altaban (1986, 137; kahin, 2007, 83),
controlincreasing densities of existing urban macro form, to develop city in western
corridors, to foster the role of public in directing urban development and to create
public land stock for this purpose. This plan also prepared with presence of the
Gecekondu Lar No. 775 which enabled authority to rehabilitate, clear and prevent
gecekondu settlement by giving expropriation and purchasing power in required
situations. However, legislations that set penalties for further construction while
legalizing existing gecekndu settlements did not prevent the development of new
gecekondus (Uzun, 2005, 185) . Il n this
solved with the hands of small scale contractors and individual investments that
consequently transformed the gecekotfahds into objects of speculation (Duyar

Kienast, 2005, 46). Especially, the Improvement Plans played significant role

YSHP (Social De moc D¥Pt(Right WRg Rapy), ANAB (MBtherlang Party),
MHP (Nationalist Movement Party), RP (Welfare Party), FP (Virtue Party), SP (Felicity Party), CHP
(Republican Peoplebs Party), AKP (Justice and
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during this process. With these plans it is aimed that the occupied state lands are
legalised and regularised by the local governmentstegrate existing gecekondu
districts to regular urban areas. Consequently, the gecekondus began to be replaced
with the relatively high rising apartment houses. This process brought substantial
profits for the gecekondu owners. Mainly the central geodk districts turned to
highly attractive places for the investors. The rising rate of profit also satisfied the
gecekondu owners who began to get certain share from the urban rent. The
improvement plans and amnesty laws which facilitated the construction
additional floors, increased the rate of buying and selling of gecekondus, and
enabled the sale of gecekondus to builders led to transformation of gecekondu
settlements from being temporary shelters into an investment tool (Uzun, 2005,
185).
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|]“" 1 3_
) 14|
»"‘ } ! ,‘ \
‘ -

T E

i

Figure 3.5. 1990 Ankara Master Plan Source :Great Municipality of Ankara Development and
City Planning Departmen{2006) 2023 Plan Report)
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However, as a result of Law No. 775, to stop the enlargement of gecekondu areas,
several locations at the peripheryofce wer e proposed as 0gec
areas?o. Yet, although some I mpl ementat.i
prevention of gecekondus, policies could not be improved to the whole areas
(G¢nay, 2005, 99) . For i nstomdupreventiont c an
region was proposed at Tuzlu-ayer i n Ma
which had not been constructed for years; although at the moment, besides
Eserkent, Tuzlu-ayeér and G¢gnekevloer ar e
urban traassformation project and want to stay in mass housing areas. Moreover, this

plan indicated that Mamak and present project area used to involve mostly regular

and irregular settlements which were also partially constituted the residential
structure of Derbenat this time. Similarly, gecekondu prevention areas that had

been planned to stop irregular settlement were not created for this region.
Additionally, plan envisaged viticulture and horticulture fields for areas next to

Hat i p ¢ayé bet wswmRoad.ai |l road and Sa

In 1980s, it can be asserted that more than half of the population of Ankara was
formed by the people who were born in other cities (Ersoy, 1985, 3). Under this
condition, whilst more than 75% of the urban population lived gecekondus in
Ankara n 1980, the percentage of the population living in these areas decreased to
60% by 1990 (Uzun, 2005, 186). Under these conditions, while the total urban
population increased 371904 to 400733 between 1985 and 1990 in Mamak, the
proportion of gecekondu pout i on decreased % 54.-7 to ¢
Sat, 1997). This basically stemmed from the building amnesties and improvement
plans that provided legality and transformation or redevelopment capacity to
gecekondu areas during 1980s. However, legalizatiomprovement plans would

not become sufficient to transform the areas as it is seen in the New Mamak UTP
neighbourhoods due to steep topographic conditions, master plan decisions and lack
of state interest. Therefore, residents of gecekondus were notthadaressure of
land-speculation nor have they experienced any transformation process after the

approval of Improvement Plans in some gecekondu districts (Exigaast, 2005,
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115). Nevertheless, due to the shift from Fordist to-pastlist mode of prodation,

and shift from supply side to demand side policies, majority of gecekondu dwellers
were faced with serious problems such as decline in real wages and unemployment
especially from the beginning of 1980s. Brenner & Theodore (2002, 350) explains

this process as such:

Faced with the declining profitability of traditional mg@®duction industries

and the crisis of Keynesian welfare policies, national and local states
throughout the older industrialized world began, if hesitantly at first, to
dismantlethe basic institutional components of the poear settlement and to
mobilize a range of policies intended to extend market discipline, competition,
and commodification throughout all sectors of society. In this context,
neoliberal doctrines were deployad justify, among other projects, the
deregulation of state control over major industries, assaults on organized
labour, the reduction of corporate taxes, the shrinking and/or privatization of
public services, the dismantling of welfare programs, the esment of
international capital mobility, the intensification of interlocality competition,
and the criminalization of the urban poor.

In short, rom the beginning of 1980s the hegemony of the capital on urbanization
suppressed the urbanization of labpawer with the contribution of new political

arrangements and economic restructuring

While the 1990 Ankara Master Plan was in effect, the multi storey buildings

which were unlicensed began to rise among gecekondus in Derbent. Tai patt

can be seen clearly from the map (Figure 3.6) that signified the residential areas
according to construction process in Ankara. This indicates that the 1990 Master
Plan could not achieve to control gecekondu areas which were began to transform
wit hmodde h and buil dd or 6adding new st
various momentum with respect to rent expectation and its differentiation. It is an
undeniable truth that beyond the 1990 Plan, the populist policies that were pursued

by the governmentslso facilitated this process year by year. Besides that,

especially after 1980s, the increasing demands to the urban land market via large
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construction firms instead of smaltale firms or buildesellers led to replacement

of comprehensive planning witprojectbased local plans (Uzun, 2005, 185).
Actual ly, at the middle of the 1990s Kker
integration process of gecekondu development into housing market:

The first of them, individual attempts of larger constarctfirms to build
apartment houses on some attractive plots in the -itityegecekondu areas,
almost stop. Instead, they invested in larger construction cooperatives or mass
housing projects. Another channel for land development was subdivision by
sharedtitle. In this way, illegal ways of appropriating land in gecekondu
developments were registered and formalised to some extent. Although the
subdivision of land and construction of houses were illegal, purchases
approved by a notary gave some kind of sicufhe third channel that was
especially applied in older settlements was the transformation of gecekondu
through the builhndsell method. Lastly, in neighbourhoods, which were not
attractive for contractors, family members built an apartment hous&dir

own use. In this case they were involved in the construction process while
craftsmen were only hired for limited purposes, for example, for the
construction of the foundation and the roof. (as cited in D#y@mast , 2005,

108).

Under these conditions, although the projection of Ankara Master Plan was planned

to last till 1990, a structural plan (Figure 3.7) for 2015 was prepared in 1986. Yet,
2015 Plan did not di splay diverged proi
Although it was not implemented, it purposed development towards north, northeast

and south of the city besides west by emphasizing decentralization (Great
Municipality of Ankara, 2006, 51). In this plan, Derbent and other neighbourhoods

next to it indicated as residéalt areas as it was in previous plans; yet the areas
indicated in 1990 Master Plan for forestation became green belts around the
gecekondus to prevent the dispersion of the city. By the way it has to be mentioned

t hat another pl an 6dhuknatraecepted i@ 59688. Wihdles pr o
these plans were being introduced, the population of Mamak became 412771 in

2000 and the excessive housing accrued in low rates. When the 2000 Building
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Census and 2000 Population Census are considered, the number ofefiadti
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nontransformation of gecekondu areas, the density remained very low when

compared to other regions of Ankara. Within this period, the number of gecekondus

was not iereased. Moreover, the second generation who achieve to find secure jobs

or financial support from his/her family, began to move into apartments at

reasonable prices. This basically stemmed from the insufficient state investments

into the neighbourhood. Aording to Building Census 2000 data, among 2141

buildings just ten buildings had been constructed by the public authorities. Among

these ten buildings, whilst four of them served for religious usage and three of them

provided for educational and culturasages, the other remaining three are not

specified. Although absence of the adequate facilities put people in difficult

situations, the strong community relations and dispositions predominantly enable

them to stay in these gecekondu neighbourhoods. Tneresome people especially

the first generation, intentionally or not, chose to stay in these gecekondu areas as it

is experienced in Derbent Neighbourhood.
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Figure 3.7. Ankara 2015 Structure Plan Source:Great Municipality of Ankara Development and

City Planning Departmen{2006) 2023 Plan Rrt)

In 2004, metropolitan municipalities become responsible to prepare and approve

1/25000 scale plans in two years time from the effective date of this law by

Metropolitan Municipality Law No. 5216. To accomplish this duty, 2023 Plan
(Figure 3.8) whichis in effect today was approved in 2007. According to the plan

report, the goals of this plan are preserving natural, environmental, historical and

cultural heritage by pursuing ways of sustainable development, offering a high

quality to citizens in alli€lds of urban life, developing a participatory approach,

decreasing the social exclusion and economic inequalities, making Ankara the

centre of science, culture, services and preparing Ankara as a global city to the

centenary of republic (Greater Municlipp of Ankara, 2006, 13). All these flashy

phrases seem highly

opt i mi s-91) ¢che plakc cor d

exaggerated the population estimation and opened up new settlement areas which

are mostly at souttvest part where housing reserve is esiee for upper classes

while the eastern part, where mostly lower classes live, suffers from the absence of

authorized housing and developed land. This inevitably leads to deepened spatial

61



and economic disparities among classes which are certainly ndionehamong
the goals of plan. Moreover, although the plan report highly emphasized the
participatory mechanisms, Greater Municipality of Ankara did not take any

contribution of universities and chambers during the preparation process of this plan

(Karabuun, 2009, 78).

2023 BAGKENT ANKARA NAZIM IMAR PLANI

7.2 2023 BASKENT ANKARA NAZIM IMAR PLANINDA
KONUT ALANLARINA YONELIK ONGOROLER

......

Figure 3.8. Proposal for Residential Areas in 2023 Master Plarg0urce Great Municipality of

Ankara Develop ment and City Planning Departmép006) 2023 Plan Report)

The most significant characteristic of 2023 Plan for this study is being the first plan
that directly introduces urban transformation projects in Ankara by development
through | arge projects. Before goiyng
indicate the basic premises of urban transformation projects. Brenner and Theodore
(2002, 368) mentioned that with the introduction of neoliberal programs that mainly
brings deregulation, privatization and liberalization, the cities have become
increasimgly important geographical targets and institutional laboratories for a

variety of neoliberal policy. The cities in Turkey experienced the very same
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invasion. Under these conditions, urban transformation projects that have been
implemented in different fons all around the world became a powerful instrument
with the contribution of local and regional state apparatus. In contrast to discourses
of marketled and entrepreneurial activity, the urban transformation (development

in the original text) projects aecidedly and almost without exception introduced

and often financed by the state (Swyngedouw, et. al., 2002, 556). Mainly the reason
of this situation is that the states began to see the construction sector that has direct
relation with various sectorssaa significant stabilizer for both national and
international economies. Therefore, whilst state absorbs risks and costs of land
development for the benefit of capialists, municipalities also justify such
interventions by strategically stigmatizing thogmperties that are targeted for
demolition and redevelopment (Weber, 2002, 520). Brenner and Theodore (2002,
362) indicated that the whole process that gained another form under the neoliberal
policies is wvery intrinsiutiontywld®asatpo t al i s
dialectically intertwined but analytically distinct moments (Table 3.1). Similarly,
Harvey (2008, 33) stated as follows:

Surplus absorption through urban transformation has an even darker aspect. It

has entailed repeated bouts of urbanest r uct uring t hrough
destructiondé, which nearly always has a
underprivileged and those marginalized from political power that suffer first

and foremost from this process. Violence is required to bhédnew urban

world on the wreckage of the old.

15 Creative destiction is a term that basically refers to the destruction of old one and creation of new
one with respect to accumulation and annihilation of wealth under capitalism. Although this process
is firstly described by Marx, the tem became famous with the ibanion of Joseph Schumpeter.
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Table 3.1 Creative Destruction Moments with res pect to Mechanisms of Neoliberalisth

Mechanisms of

Moment of Destruction

Moment ofCreation

Neoliberal

Localization
A Razing plA Creation of new (

Restructuring | and other forms of low | speculative investment gentraicity real

urban housing | rent accommodation | estate markets

markets A EliminatiA Emergency shelter
controls and project Awarehouseso for tf
based construction A Ilntroduction of
subsidies based vouchers in lovent niches of urban

housing markets
Transformation{ A Bratiomand/or A Creation ospacesefw |
of the built intensified surveillance | elite/corporate consumption

environment
and urban form

of

urban public spaces
A Destructi
traditional workingclass
neighborhoods in order
to make way for
speculative
redevelopment

A Retreat

A Const r uedtak megapmjects!
intended to

attract corporate investment and reconfigu
local landuse patterns
A Creation
enclaves, and other
Apurifiedod spadias (
A ARolling forwardgd
frontier and the intensification of sociospat

of gat ed(

community oriented polarization
planning A Adoption of the g
initiatives best useo as t huse ba
planning decisions
A Post war A Mobilization of
Rerepresenting industrial, workingclass| entrepreneurial discourses
the city city is recast through a | and representations focused
(re-)emphasis on urban| on the need for
di sor der , il revitalization, reinvestment,
cl asses, 0 {andrejuvenation within
decline major metropolitan areas
Source: Brenner and Theodore (2002,-37@).
Actuall vy, At hese projects are the mater.

views megaprojects and plaogarketing as means for generating future growth and

for waging a competitive struggle to at:
*The original table in the Brenner and Theodoreos
shift.
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al., 2002 551). These projects can be appeared to create business districts, hyper
towers, gentrified neighbourhoods, luxury hotels, marinas and new consumption
places. Moreover, as it is observed in the transformation project in Mamak, such
large land areas wherrelatively vulnerable groups in the society live became
attractive for the initiators of these néiberal policies. According to Harvey (2008,
34) this is

[ a] process of di splacement and what

di spossessi ono ofthé whan pfocesssunder tapitaline It c or e

is the mirror image of capital absorption through urban redevelopment and

is giving rise to all manner of conflicts over the capture of high value land
from low income populations that may have lived there forynyaars.

Consequently, the urban transformation projects that were driven under the 2023

Plan decisions should be evaluated within this context.

Under these conditions, 2023 Plan proposes developing strategicestnbs
integrated with the central bugss district and using swentre developments in
gecekondu areas as a driving force for urban transformation process (Karaburun,
2009, 76). According to plan report, for the sesgatially undesired gecekondus
that are in considerable amount, alterrativansformation and renewal models
should be enhanced beyond the improvement plan mentality. These transformation
and renewal projects should give importance to use value of space and satisfy the
housing needs within the previous livelihood of the redglémcase it is possible.
These processes should be dealt as ssmmomic and spatial micidevelopment
project by the contribution of whole parties. It has to be mentioned at this point that
at the moment there are 45 UTPs are being implemented by KBuedcipality of
Ankara (Table 3.2).
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Table 3.2. Current Urban Transformation Projects in Ankara

Proje Munici pality Project Name Neighbourhood Area
ctNo Village, Parcel (Ha)
1 Ke-i°%ren Kuzey Ankara kenyuva 11
2 tankaya tal daj Dikmen 320
3 | Mamak Yeni Mamak (New Mamak Kayak, Al 940
UTP) Derbent
4 Mamak¢an kay50. Yél Siyasal 116
5 tankaya Lodumlu (Kamu) Lodumlu 600
6 ¢ ank Mgnmak Kmrahor Vadisi M¢ hye. Kmr | 3560
7 tankaya M hye Grkneypa Tp.820.902.903 177
8 ¢tank&9 &b alyakubabdalKar aYaaykl abl/Yakupabda]| 3600
9 tankaya Dikmen Vadisi 3 Dikmen 29
10 |¢tankaya Dikmen Vadisi 4.5 Dikmen 177
11 | ¢ akaya Nasreddin Hoca 9014/1 7.3
12 (¢ankaya Gozeltepe M¢hye 60
13 |Al t é.w.dVaHlalle|Me r k eAzli a(@e@iral BusinesiKs ki t | er 130
District
14 |Ke-i°ren Aliminyu mcular Ovacék 80
15 |Y.MahalleKe - i {Kasalar Kasalar 230
16 | Etimesqut G° ks u Susuz 550
17 | Mamak Dojukent Kusunlar 758
18 |tankaya ki rindere Karakusunlar 13.7
19 |Altéendaj Ks met paka Ulus 13
20 [G° I bak e Kncek, Karplemak|K. kar . T. P| 2235
21 |tankaya TOBB Lodumlu 5502/1 14.3
22 | Yenimahalle TOBB S°j ¢tozy 7638.9958.2096/20| 43.7
23 |Alténdaj At é fHéedyér | €kt e p gUlus 116
24 | Yenimahalle BHA-Hipodrum Fen Kkl er 20
25 | Karaali Beynam Beynam 633.2
26 |tankaya tankAllaat |l ébel Yal éncak 6.3
Mhk.)
27 |[Ke-i°%°ren Y. ks e lTtaekpleet epe |Y¢ ks el t epf 108.0
28 | Yenimahalle Sakl éekent Karacakaya, Susuz| 125
29 |G° 1l bake Mevlana Kapeé Karaojl an]| 300
30 |Alt éndaj ke kriye Mah. Ulucanlar 19.7
31 |tankaya Tanyel. Kav Kk aj & Konya Yolu 9.6
32 |tankaya Semazen KDGPA Karakusunlar 6.4
33 [G° I bakéé Géenevkent Tul umt ak 3000
34 | Ankara TCDD G¢gzer gaheé |SincanMamak 5935
3 |tankaya Dikmen Vadisi Il Dikmen 259
36 |tankaya Anadolu BulvarélEsk. Yol u 5
37 Ke-i°%°ren Kuzey Ankara gi|Ke-i®°ren 11
38 |Alténdaj Ulus TKM Yenileme A.(5366) Ulus 210
39 |tankaya Cukuranbar Balgat 235
40 [G° I bakeé Bilkent Karagedik 1669
41 | Yenimalalle Temakent Ball ékuyu| 2860
42 | Yenimahalle Kstanbul yolu Susuz 365
43 | Yenimahalle Ti lkiler ¢i ft | i|Macun 25.63
44 | Yenimahalle Bat ékent Kent merkezi 107.9
45 | Sincan Eatih Ayak yol u 220

Source: Great Municipality of Ankara wedite
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2023 Plan report stated that the eastern part of the city where the New Mamak UTP
located in is the most unequal region among others in terms of-&omi@ mic
indicators. Additionally, it is mentioned that Mamak where gecekondu settlement is
dense and haserious problems related to unauthorized and insufficient housing,
alternative transformation and renewal interventions should be directed by public
authorities. Therefore, plan proposed immediate intervention to develop this area by
putting aside the impvement plans that have not brought any solution to unevenly
developed gecekondu areas (Greater Municipality of Ankara, 200663822 To

prove t his statement, 6anal ysi s of pop
pointed out to indicate the densityffdrence between current situation and
consequence of improvement plans (Table 3.3). At this point it has to be stated that

the improvement plans of New Mamak UTP neighbourhoods were accepted
between 1984 and 1996, and they had been in effect till thettbiPeffect. The

reasons why the improvement plans for Mamak could not get realized according to

the municipality authorities and the resdtate agents are the same; the partial type

of property relations and the inefficiency of development rights focomstructors

on a rugged topography (Tu-altan, 2008
transformation while organizing all unorganized and undeveloped residential areas

which comprise the almost whole residential pattern of New Mamak UTP.

The urbantralsor mat i on areas are | abelled with
for New Mamak UTP. The boundaries of project are also indicated with the green
dashed lines (Figure 3.9). Its region is labelled as special planning zone which
requires special model @don processes and sensitive urban design practices while
dealing with these kinds of areas (Greater Municipality of Ankara, 2006, 710).
Furthermore, the plan envisaged within the project area parks and highly limited
urban working area and recreationare sur rounding Hat ip ¢ e

residential areas in the absence of specified any public service areas.

67



39

,;?A‘EA;'AAAAAAAAAAA.AAAAM” AAAAA‘
Iy auD. i RNy W W W N et | | | JNUA A
s MlAA2 aaaaaa0aaaa2808400 A ALA
| AAAAAAAAAAAAALAAANLLLS Ak
i AK"A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAALAARNLLY A A
| AAAAAAA)SAAAAAAAAAALARY A
4 A”A\QAAAA e AAAAAA_‘A‘AA A
| L4LE AAAA'A/.\AAAA ¥
el '\AA/_\AA K& A A A A
il A A N A A A AE il
i : G Bl SRR s 4 &5
_______ NS ; e X A a4 4 ¥ A
7 A '/“»;:“ I Tt g S $ W A A A Al P é

Figure 3.9. New Mamak UTP Areain 2023 Master PlanSource: Great Municipality of Ankara Development and City Planning Department,
2023 Plan Repor, 2006



Table 3. 3. Anal ysis of Popul ation, Dwelling and Approved Pourhoodis not
mentionedin report) Source: Great Municipality of Ankara Develop ment and City Planning Department, 2023 Plan Report, 2006, p. 631.
Neighbourhood Built-up Area Empty Field Gecekondu Total | Differ
Name Area | Popul | Hou | Ar | Popul | Den | Unp Planned and Developed | Numb | Popul | Area| Den | Densit | Popul | Area ence
(ha) | ation | seho| ea | ation sity | lann er of ation | (ha) [ sity |y ation Popul
Id (h (Ha/ | ed Unit (curr | (impro | (impro| ation
Size | a) Pers ent) | vemen| vemen
on) i tplan) | tplan)
Area | Non | Resi | Den | Popul
(ha) | Resi | dent | sity | ation

dent | ial (Ha/

ial Area | Pers

Area on)

(ha)
Derbent 162 | 11245 4,059 | 2945 | 335 | O 51 0 0 0 2050 [ 8299 | 103 | 81 335 34314 | 37260 | 26015
Araplar 526 | 2612 | 4,11 |2 | 554 346 [ O 499 |0 0 0 501 2058 | 25 82 246 8671 | 9225 | 6613
Dostlar 122 | 11250 4,27 |0 | O 0 0 0 0 0 0 2634 | 11250 | 122 | 92 340 41536 | 41536 | 30285
Kay ak | 285 [ 4702 |39 [12]3141 |257 | O 253 | 0 0 0 400 1561 | 20 78 257 5150 [ 8291 | 3589
K°stern 62 5769 |43 |2 | 636 303 | 0 0 0 0 0 1194 | 5133 | 60 86 303 18083 | 18719 | 12950
Tepecik 221 | 6946 | 3,94 |3 | 791 247 | 0 148 | O 0 0 1561 [ 6155 | 70 88 247 17357 | 18148 | 11202
i reji 1315 (2283 |42 [0 |O 0 0 298 | O 0 0 338 1419 | 17 84 163 2747 | 2747 | 464
Dutluk 47 5660 [ 4,09 |8 [2460 [ 296 [0 0 0 0 0 782 3201 | 39 82 296 11586 | 14046 | 8386
kirint|44 5579 | 3,99 (3 | 937 302 [0 0 0 0 0 1162 | 4641 | 41 114 | 302 11294 | 13231 | 7652
Misket 60 6142 [ 391 |5 [1147 [221 | O 0 0 0 0 1278 | 4994 | 55 91 221 12125 | 13272 | 7131
K. Kay 123 [ 8713 | 4220 |O 0 0 10 0 0 0 2063 | 8713 | 113 | 77 250 28366 | 28366 | 19653
kahap [272 101714572 | 473 236 [ 0 134 |0 0 0 2121 [ 9698 [ 136 | 71 236 32076 | 32549 | 22378
Yeki |l bl 236 | 12665 | 434 |0 [0 0 0 90 0 0 0 2917 | 12665 | 146 | 87 236 34464 | 34464 | 21799

New Mamak



It is expected that the features between New Mamak UTP and this plan are cohesive
since both were planned at the same time gmdpared by the same authority;
however in terms of population estimation, there is an obvious controversy between
the plan and project. The population of eastern planning region was 426.000 in
2000 and it is planed as 900.000 for 2023. In 2010, the pppulis approximately
550.000 for the centre of Mamak (Figure 3.10). Nevertheless, just with the New
Mamak UTP, there will be additional at least 150.000 residents in eastern region.
Besides this project there are six more U¥Pand other so called pregibus
projects® in Mamak. Therefore, whether this population estimation is wrong or it is
not expected that this amount of people will come to this region. Moreover, UTP
excludes some gecekondu areas lying next to its boundaries without any
explanation. his brings questions to mind that the boundaries were drawn
according to which planning principle. Therefore, this may both create
transformation pressure on these gecekondus and give harm to the legitimacy of the

project in the eye of people due to unddgteatment.

600000 ——————— 497699520446 532873 549585
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400000 +—— gr—-t—"

300000

200000 o— Mamak

100000
O T T T T T T 1

1985 1990 2000 2007 2008 2009 2010

Figure 3.10. Census of Population for Mamak Centre (1983010) Source: TSI)

Under these conditions, after the urban transformation project had been declared in
2005, construction prohibition and gecekondu demolitions were initiateds Thi

inevitably led to moving tendency among relatively wealthy owners, tenants and

Y"These are namely 650. Yél UTP&d, o6Durali Al é-
Orbay UTPO6, koVaPekAMusgéhav!lier)o

®These are namely 6Ship Trade Centred, 6G¢lvere
Centrebo, 6Wedding Hall and Congress Centredé and

projects are indicated following sect®n
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employed second generation from the area. Eventually, they were replaced with
underclass and low paid tenants in the course of time. However, residents who do
not want to giveup their habits and rituals, decided to wait or resist against the
authority. Present socioultural and economic conditions of the project area are

indicated within the field research section in detail.

3.2. Projections of New Mamak Urban Transformatian Project

The New Mamak UTP that is launched as the largest urban transformation project
in Turkey concerns fourteen neighbourhoods and thirteen project stages where lie
next or near Samsun Road (Figure 3.11 and Figure 3.12). These neighbourhoods
include one storey gecekondus, few multi storey apartments, small and medium
sized enterprises and basic public service buildings such as schools and mosques.
Although the demographic characteristics of this region will be elaborated while
Derbent Neighbourhood seing examined, at this point it has to be mentioned that
mostly lower and lower middle classes live in these neighbourhoods. These people
had migrated and settled to the region from especially eastern part of the Turkey
since 1950s. They mainly have eednand still earning their lives mostly via
irregular and informal workslust few residents have broken theious circleof

povertyin these neighbourhoods.

MISKET
DUTLUK

FAHRI KORUTORK

DOSTLAR
ARAPLAR
TEPECIK
KOSTENCE
OREGIL BOYOKKAYVAS

YESIL BAYIR KOCUKKAYAS
SAHAP GORLER

Figure 3.11. Boundaries of New Mamak UTP NeighbourhoodéSource: Great Municipalitpf
Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre)
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Under these conditions, it is stated by the Greater Municipality of Ankara that
within this project, approximately 14.000 gecekondu that cause undesired image
and close to collapse due sobsidence of ground will be demolished and 50.000
houses will be constructed over approximately 950 hectare land. While %50 of
gecekondu residents have title deed, almost %25 hagaapis® document and the

rest has no legal document (Figure 3.13). éliph this area mostly belongs to

persons, Great Municipality of Ankara, Mamak Municipality, Treasury and State

Railways also have significant share (Figure 3.14). Officers also stated that there are

approximately 20.000 right holders within project bourearThis basically stems

from the ceownership on lands.

16000

14000

14000

12000

10000

8000

6000

4000

2000

Total Title Deed Tapu Tahsisli No Document

Figure 3.13. TenureOwnership Status Distribution in New Mamak UTP (Source: Great
Municipality of Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre)

19 fAccording to the zoning law, tapu tahsis document guarantees a future de jure property right,
either to the property that they d6édownbd occupy
area receives a formal plan, then the tapu tahsis documents may be turned into farmsaltgpd e e d s
(Kuyucu & |nsal, 2010, 1497).
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Figure 3.14. Distribution of Land Ownership (ha) inNew Mamak UTP (Source: Great
Municipality of Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre)

As a result of project, populatiomver 200000 is envisaged for this regibg the
authority The areas next to the Samsun Road will be commercial centres which are
expected to bring economic boom to the region. In total, there will be 500
commercial centresgsportscomplexes library, health clinic, and carbomesparks

for childrenand adultsgreenareassecurity servicegecreatiorareas
universityand educatiomampusesandstatehospitalat leastwith 400bedswithin

the project aredesides the houses and previously existing public buildings

also stated by the officials that the high slope and geologically inconvenient lands
were planned as parks argtreation areas where spread %60 of the project (Figure
3.15 and Figure 3.16). However it has to be mentioned that due to limited
constructible area, the apartmentsd sto
officials mentioned that Derbent Neighbourhowmds chosen as a first stage due to

appropriateness to construction and closeness to Samsun Road.

The authorityds arguments behind the pro
visual pollution, clearing unplanned areas, enhancing quality of environment

reaching better, healthier and higher life conditions. It is claimed that the project
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will bring planned urbanization appropriate to®2fentury to the region. Moreover,

the authority also pointed out the insufficiency of improvement plans to transform

this region where lower rents became chronic in. It is claimed that municipality
targeted t o ma k e people owner of a ho
problems and providing rights to people who have not benefited from the tapu

tahsis rights. All thesassertions on both built environment and se@zonomic

conditions are raised to legitimize this enormous project which directly concerns

approximately 50.000 peoplebds |lives.

Project is mainly undertaken and financed by Great Municipality of Ankara; yet
Mamak Municipality played essential role during the project preparation. Great
Municipality of Ankara expects 1 billion Turkish Lira revenues from the project at

last according to pre e por t prepared by O6¥nc¢ Urban
Thirty percent 6 the total houses will be given to Great Municipality and the
remaining portion will be taken by the contractor company. Although most of the
UTPs in Turkey are undertaken by TOKK (F
Turkey), especially where the rengge low, for New Mamak UTP a partnership
between municipalities and TOKK has not
situation is explained by the persawho is in chargeas insufficient capacity and

poor gquality buil dings tiomseenms@ighly condenietn t h o
when the residential areas built for the lower classesSTa@dK Kés fai l ure to
the task on timeare considered, it should be noted that the municipality ssant

hold therent distribution positiorwithin this project.Besides the insufficiency of

T OK K, can be ipsinted aanother reason that justifi¢be exclusion off O K K

from this project
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Figure 3.15 Pre Urban Design of Project on location of New Mamak UTP $%ource: Great
Municipality of Ankara New MamakJTP Coordination Centre)
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Figure 3.16 Approved Development Plan of New Mamak UTP $ource: Great Municipality of
Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre)

Within this project, the beneficiaries, who have title deedapritahsisdocument

have chance tprefer whethetto receive rentador o st ay at Eser ken:
and G¢nekevler Mass Housing Areas witho
pledged houses in case there is vacant house available. Among these mass housing

areas undethe authority of Great Municipality of Ankara Eserkent (Figure 3.17
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and Figure 3.18) is the most preferred one by residents from both New Mamak UTP
and other UTPs such askmen, Northern Ankara due tthe centrally heating

system via natural gas whichabsent in other areas.

Figure 3.17. High rise apartment blocks of Eserkent Mass Housing Area behind the
gecekondus $ource: Personal Archive)
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Figure 3.18. A view from Eserkent Mass Housing AreaSource: Personal Archive)
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At this point it is essentido go in detail about Eserkent Mass Housing Area where

is located in the boundaries of Araplar Neighbourhood. Firstly, it has to be
mentioned that this complex was not built for the sake of UTP beneficiaries. In
2003, TOKK and Gr e a ta pavnershipc finiphadl Eserkent o f
buildings that involves 1200 rental residential unit for low income, homeless, and
widow and orphans at the cost of symbolic 1 TL in return. Within 65 thousands
square meter area, there are 20 blocks that comprise 1 roointatidand 2 rooms

and 1 hall houses and one social facility. At first, 11 thousand applications had been
made to this social facility that has supermarket, restaurant, barber shop, fithess
centre, sports courts, pimpng and pool tables, meeting roonas,library and
recreation areas in it. Besides that it is mentioned that there is 24 hour health and
soci al services staff ("Dargelirliler
aim of Eserkent Mass Housing Area was transformed and chosen ademtiabi

area for UTP beneficiaries from all around Ankara. In the course of time this
complex became a long lasting living area for people due to uncompleted UTPs.
There are people who have lived for six or seven years in this isolated. ateder

these onditions to satisfy the basic needs of these residents, direct public bus
services, an elementary school and a family life centre opened in Eserkent in 2010.
The family centre is launched as the seventh largest one in Ankara. Within this
family centre, with was built on 200 square meterghere are
children'sclubs youth centresand club houses to sertiee disabledindelderly. In
Childrendés Cl ub s-14 aged behetit fremactibites sueheas the7
coinoperated toys, computers afi@e inernet servicesmovie theatre, English,
chess, painting, wrestling and gymnastiirses. In Youth Center part, young
people between 125 ages can benefit from table tennis, table football, billiards,
fitness, computers, unlimited internet access, cindrah and they can also
participate English, chess, wrestling, painting and gymnastic courses. In the elderly
Club House, elderly people can spent their time with internet, listening music,

painting and various social activities. Elderly people can chake nsdows and

20The opinions of Eserkent residents about this mass housing area are mentioned within the field
research part of this thesis.
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watch movie in this part. The disabled people can make various social, enjoyable
activities that are appropriate for their mental and physical problems under the
control of experts "@nkara'ya yeni bir," 2010 At the moment, according to the
headman of Araplar Neighbourhood, approximately 5000 people are living in
Eserkent Mass Housing Area of Great Municipality of Ankara. Within this
population almost 500 families moved into this area from Derbent and Araplar
Neighbourhood. The rest of themmearom Dikmen fourth and fiftth UTP stages and
Northern Ankara UTP Neighbourhoods. The outcomes of this complexity will be

indicated and evaluated during the field research section.

3.3. Implementation Principles of Project

In this part, themplementation principles that define agreement conditions between
municipality and beneficiaries are cover
the project. Although the project had been changed several times due to court
decisions since it was t@lized in 2005, the recent principles of project are
indicated in this part. The changes and legal process are explained in the following

part.

The decisiof! taken by Great Municipality of Ankara in 2008 on New Mamak UTP
regulates the implementation priples with respect to approved 1/1000
development plan. According to implementation principles house contract will be
held with everyone who has structure on his/her titled immovable without
considering land size within project area. However, authority mot make any
agreement for the lands that are under 100 m2 developed lands and 167 m2
undeveloped lands. Nevertheless, small share owners can joint their lands to get
house. On the one hand, the beneficiaries who has title deed on developed land have
to disclaim from their 200 fnland for 80 rfi house, 250 fland for 100 mhouse

and 300 rh land for 120 rh house without any debt. On the other hand the

beneficiaries who has title deed on undeveloped land should have 33386dm

21 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1811.
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for 80 nf house, 416,601’ land for 100 rh house and 500 frland for 120 rh

house. Moreover, within project area the owners of immovable that has side to
Samsun Road and the owners of title deeds whose land were registered as
commercial land in former plan able to take 48 workplace equivalent to their

200 nf developed land and 333,30° mndeveloped land. The beneficiaries who
demands to benefit from these provisions able to become indebted for their lacking
land by paying 120 TL/ffor developed land and 72 TL#rfor undevelopd land

within 48 months with equal instalments. Alternatively, title holders able to sell
their developed lands for 200 TL9rand undeveloped ones for 120 TE/t the
municipality. These quittances are paid in advance to the beneficiary. Another
sentencestated that after that assembly decision, any title deed share that leads to
increase number of given residence will not be issued within agreements.
Additionally, the developed lands owners who want to sign a contract to obtain
larger residence should v at | east %51 of the differ,
land equivalerff. Otherwise, for the exceeding land, there will not be a contract for
additional residence and this land is bought by municipality by paying in advance.
A beneficiary who once deals thimunicipality cannot make any other agreement
for more houses with his/her bought or inherited land after initial agreement. These
lands will be added to the initial contract and bought by municipality. The
beneficiaries who agreed with municipality #ké more than one residence and
become indebted have to perform his/her contractual liability within first month
after the conciliation commission agreed on the debt. People who fulfil their
obligations will get residences within project area by drawing} I@ne of the most
significant and controversial article in this document is about the validity of contract
between parties. The municipality has right to terminate the contract unilaterally in
case of the beneficiaries do not meet their liabilities. ddpaivalents of structures

or buildings determined by Appraisal Commission depending on the Ministry of
Public Works and Settlement issued unit prices will be given to owner in advance or

taken for his/her debt by municipality. The people who signed theamirshould

22 For example while 226 m@eveloped land owner has chance to buy 108aunse, 224 m2
developed land become insufficient for it.
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transfer his/her rights on title deed to Great Municipality of Ankara and left to the
municipality without any tax debt on electricity, water, natural gas and real estate.

The gecekondu owners who have tdpbisis document depending on the l8inig

Amnesty Law no. 298% will be provided 80 mhouse for their 320 m2 land and

100 nf house for their 400 fiand without any debt. The payment of lacking land

of beneficiaries who has tagahsis document and whose land are smaller than 400

m2 wilbecal cul ated depending on the 80 m2
TL/m2. The %10 equivalence of gecekondu debris that is determined by Appraisal
Commission will be subtracted from the remaining debt and this debt will be paid to

the municipality with egal instalments in 72 months after one month from the
contract date. Similarly, the people who are indebt within the scope of Law no.

2981 will pay 30 TL/m2 to the municipality with equal instalments in 72 months.
Furthermore, these tapu tahsis holders gi#a up their rights by selling both their
buildingdéds debris to the equivalent of i
TL/m2 to the municipality. When it comes to the gecekondu people who could not
benefit from the building amnesties, HousingvBlepment Administration (Toplu

Konut -KAkKepsi Great Municipality of Ankart
allocate residences outside the project area to these people. However, they should
certify their real estate tax records that were present befflerarinouncement of
AHati p ¢ayeé, Samsun Yolu Kent sel Gel i kin
that %10 of their debris cost will be subtracted from the remaining debt which will

be paid according to the relatedheaut hol
beneficiaries who agreed to sign the contract with municipality can choose whether

to take 250 TL rent aid which is adjusted by municipal board every year or demand

to be transferred to the municipalityod:s
buildings will be given to the owners in case they demand it. Moreover, barter is
possible between the beneficiaries || and
land outside the project area under the acceptance of municipal board. Another

article stated thathe expropriation decisiéf of Great Municipality of Ankara will

2 This building amnesty law that formalizes the illegal settlements became effective in 1984.

24 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no483n 14.05.2008
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not be implemented from this decision taking effect in New Mamak Urban
Transformation Project for the immovable that are sold or exchanged within project
area because of causing possible eship problems. However, the lands and
facilities will be expropriated according to I&wnless the owners of them accept

to deal with the municipality within given time.

These are the basic principles that regulate the agreement conditions between
municipality and residents. With these provisions the municipality tried to keep the
providing houses at minimum level. Moreover, the price differences in favour of
beneficiaries in exchange, rent aid, long term payments and debris cost are

introduced to hastethe process.

3.4. Current Situation in the Project

The New Mamak UTP still maintains its importance; although new, larger and
conspicuous UTPs are introduced. As it is mentioned before at the moment there are
45 UTPs are being implemented by Great Municipality of Ankara. However, none
of them, except New BImak UTP, directly influences large number of people
whose life conditions are reshaped in terms of social, economical, cultural and

spatial aspects by a state intervention.

The acquired numbers in projects on 25 October 2010 are indicated that although
municipality attained seventy percent of total project area, the number of gecekondu
owner who accepted the circumstances is almost twenty five percent of total
number (Table 3.4). The number of demolished gecekondu is lower than the

agreement number due lack of available and appropriate houses in Eserkent Mass

Housing Area. These peopdmakesthern visibik s mar |

the demolishment day (Figure 3.19).

25 Expropriation Law no. 4650 that amending Law no. 2942
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Figure 3.19. Agecekonduthat will be demolishedin close future $ource: Personal Archieve)

83



Table 3.4. The acquired numbers within the project at the date of 25 October 2010

Total Project Area 950 Ha

Total Tile Deed Registered Project Area 733 Ha
Agreed Area in return House Equivalent 634 Ha

Total Public Assets in Project Area 301.60 Ha
Total Private Assetsin Project Area 431.40 Ha
Area of Inmovable Involving Construction Senvitude®® 4.91 Ha

Total Agreed Area of Persons 111.80 Ha
Number of Agreed Person 4404 Persons
Total Not Agreed Area 319.60Ha
Expropriation Lawsuit Issued Area None
Number of House and Work place will be Distributed

Workplace (40 m2) 240 Unit

80 m2 725 Unit

100 m2 3693 Unit
120 m2 1002 Unit
TOTAL 5660 Unit
Number of Gecekondu in Project Area 13750 Unit
Agreed Number of Gecekondu 3441 Unit
Number of Demolished Gecekondu 1675 Unit
Total Payment Made by Munidpality 59,840,439TL
Rent Payment Made by Municipality 5,324,580-TL
Equivalent Received by Municipality 31,486,835TL
Number of Allocated MassHousing 521 Unit
Accrued Payment (Rent Payment Included) 49,358,368.TL

Source: Great Municipality of Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre

26 (According to Turkish Condominium Law no. 634, third article, construction servitude is a kind of
servitude that is linked to the share in the land, which is transformeffieio into a condominium
ownership according to the conditions stated in this Law, and on the basis of an occupancy permit
that would be issued for the whole building. This process can be carried out upon request of the
owner of the land or of any one of the sdthowner that hold a construction servitude).
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Another issue that has to be emphasised is the envisaged number of given houses.
According to municipalityds calculation
gecekondu owners in total. This means that approximately %30 of the gecekondu
residents can getlaouse within this project. Although according to latest inquiry,

there are some efforts to increase this number, to provide more houses to people,

this inevitably leads to increase the density in the project area. The responsible ones
form the municipaly mentioned that the number of constructed houses should
approach to 70000 to meet both demands and expenses within the project. This
means that whet her apartmentdés storey nu
will be distorted and new apartmentsliveie added to the project plan. Yet, due to

limited constructible area increases in numbers of storeys seem more possible.

The first stage of the project was started oHf 1§ March just before the local

gover nment el ection thdti |l wabi sheidt .onDtu
construction beginning in Derbent, upper level politicians such as State Minister
and also Deputy Prime Minister Ce mi | ¢ i
G°o k- ek, Mamak Municipality Mayor Gazi k
Party) Ankara deputy Salih Kapusuz, Zeyn
candidate for the | ocal government elect
people participated to the ceremony. In first stage of the project there would be 4
blocks, tota60 houses, each one comprises 3 rooms and 1 hall within Z2668tm

area. Besides that <car l ot s, a volleybal
are also included to the first stage (Figure 3.20). Although these buildings are
almost finished ath municipality claims that these houses are distributed to the
beneficiaries in Derbent District, the beneficiaries almost have no consistent ideas
between each other. However, municipality believes that the rising buildings
encourage people to accept thgreement. Conversely, Headman of Derbent

Nei ghbour hood Nazem Karahan said t hat
transformation project were officially unauthorized and rising on the water course

that has potential for floods and disaster to the gecekossidents and buildings

around it. He stated that he made a petition on these controversial issues to the
Mamak Municipality (Uludaj, 2009, Octobe
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Figure 3.20. First Stage Constructions in Derbent $ource: Great Municipality of Ankara New
MamakUTP Coordination Centre)

Another controversial issue is the expenses that increasingly rise day by day to fulfil
agreement requirements such as o6rent a
6natur al gas expenses in Esesed®2ABJdL The
for 2010 and according to the related officer from Great Municipality of Ankara,
1500 families are getting rent aid. Thi s
who chose to live in Eserkent Mass Housing Area due to large number of
howseholds and insufficient 2 rooms and 1 hall houses. Moreover, every year
various but significant amount of money is allocated for the natural gas expenses of
Eserkent (Table 3). Additionally, some people who agreed with municipality
claimed that they couldot get their money equivalent of land or debris. Therefore,

these all indicate that the municipality can face a financial distress in this project in

case of absence of adequate financial resources.

Table 3.5. Expenses and Budget Allocated Mondgr Natural Gas in Eserkent Mass Housing

Area
Year Expenses Budget Allocated Money
2006 220.000 TL 70.000 TL
2007 690.000 TL 80.000 TL
2008 810.000 TL 990.000 TL
2009 120.000 TL 946.000 TL
2010 300.000 TL 1.200.000 TL

Source: Great Municipality dinkara Estate and Condemnation Department
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On the other hand, authorized officer rom Mamak Municipality mentioned that
Great Municipality of Ankara lost its initiator position in project in the course of
time even if the required expenses are met thgm. Therefore, Mamak

Municipality began to take more responsibility to find alternative financial sources
to implement project. Under this condition, Mamak Municipality has being tried to

acquire subsidy from international organizations to carry ouptb@ctduring the
time of this research. This financial shortage both aggravates the imple mentation of project and force
municipality to make concessions to large scale developers or international organizations by giving

them more construction rights tcake more attractive the project.

At this point, besides the significant disagree.]
seems that financial issues lead to critical controversies during the implementation of project. Long
lasting project will beboth discredited by agreed parties and increasingly resisted by opposing

parties. This will inevitably reveal the social and political polarizations.

3.5. Legal Aspects of Urban Transformation Projects in Turkey and in Mamak

In this section, firstly thelegal statute of the urban transformation projects in
Turkey will be indicated; then the legal process that was experienced in Mamak will

be covered under the light of municipalities and courts decisions.

The first urban transformation project (UTP) theéembles its contemporary kinds

can be indicated as Dikmen and Portakal
Although before this project many lafsthat can be indicated as legal basis of

UTPs were enacted, this implementation was seen as just atative of Great
Municipality of Ankara and private sector partnership due to absence of clear cut

definitions in laws. More than a decade later, with the reign of Justice and

2" Municipal Law no. 307 in 1963, Condominium Law no. 634 in 1965, Gecekondu Law no. 775 in
1966, Land Office Law no. 1164 in 1969, amendments on Development Law no. 6785 in 1972, Law
no. 2863 concerning thehan renewal, conservation, renovation, rehabilitation activities and works
for cultural and natural heritage in 1983, Expropriation Law no. 2942 in 1988no0. 2981

Procedures for the buildings against the Reconstruction and Shanty Law and the lawngraandi

article of law no. 6785 Reconstruction Lawl1984, Mass Housing Law no. 2985 in 1984,

Municipal Law no 3030 in 1984, Development Law no. 3194 in 1985, five development amnesties
targeted mainly gecekondu areas (Laws no. 2805, 2981, 3290, 336% baddden 1983 and 1988
(Ata°v & Osmay, 66) .
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Development Party that came to power in 2002, whole urban transformedtesp

hastened and new legal steps were taken. Firstly in 2003, new fuRttioee

added to Housing and Development 12w One year later, a special Etwas

enacted in TGNA (Turkish Grand National Assembly) to transform Northern
Ankara Entrance regiomiorder to beautify the view and physical environment

under the claim of providing better living conditions to gecekondu people.
Moreover, in 2004 broader authoritywas given to Housing Development
Administration of Turkey -TOKK) kiiye uTom@l
transformation process&s Another endeavour was introducing a direct article
concerning urban transformation to the municipality and metropolitan municipality

| aw. Under the title of 6urbaniztae i on a
swope and legal base of urban transformation was introduced in Law no. 5215
Municipal Law which was vetoed by president. However, Metropolitan
Municipality Law®® which was prepared at the very same time took effect and gave
referencé” to the Municipal Law thawas not in force. The next municipal Bw

again involved the article concerning the urban transformation. Although this

municipal law was annulled by Constitutional Court decision in 2005, tfe 73

Among many new functions the most giamipgort ant one
individual and mass housing credits; granting credits for projects intended for improvement of rural
archited¢ure,transformation of gecekondareas, preservation and restoration of historical and

regional architecture; and making interest subsic
("A new approach,).

2% Law no. 4966 amended the Housing Development Adstriaion Law no. 2985.
30 aw no. 5104 Northern Ankara Entrance Urban Transformation Project Law

3'TOKK i s auévelop renovatiah oftgecekondreas for eliminating or regaining via

rehabilitation to make construction implementations and to parfmancial regulations. Also, in

this framework, TOKK is authorized to determine t
construction costs, consideg the income status of gecekorateas regions' residents, current

construction costs, natural disas and current economic status of the provinces in which

implementation is madé4 new approach,.

32 Law no. 5162 amends the Mass Housing Law
33 Law no. 5216 Metropolitan Municipality Law

¥%Thetarticleds subparagr ap hty (ae hddresises Metartidepb | i t an M
law no. 5215 Municipal Law by saying 6to act witdh
of the Municipal Lawb.

35 Law no. 5272 Municipal Law (The 73th article regulates urban transformation)
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article®® preserved its position in the following l&vthat is still effective today.

Moreover, with the la#? that was enacted in 2004tban transformation could be
implemented in urban conservation sitééithin the same year, all the duties and

the authority of the Urban Land Office have been transferrecd@K K by anot h
law®®. Besides that,he scope, legal basis and authorities were reshaped in terms of
urban renewal in historical urban sites with the *@that was become effective in

2005. Furthermore, a draft law about transformation areas was prete @Geand

National Assembly in 2006; however it has not been concludeth. yenally in

2010, the 7% article in Municipal Law amended with a new Rwand the

previously stated authorities and scope were broadened to overcome obstacles that

%€ The municipality may adopt urbanization and development projects in ordectmegruct and
restore the ruined parts of the city; to create housing areas, industrial and commercial zones,
technology parks and social facilities; to take measures aghmetrthquake risk or to protect the
historical and cultural structure of the city.

The areas to be subject to urbanization and development projects shall be announced under the
decision of the absolute majority of the entirenbers of the Municipal Council.

One forth (1/4) of the relevant levies and charges shall be collected for the buildings which are to be
demolished and reonstructed within the frame of urbanization and development project.

For announcement of a place witlihe scope of urbanization and development project; this place
should be located within the boundaries of that municipality and contiguous area, and the area of the
land should be at least fifthousand square meters.

In evacuation, demolishment and eopriation of the buildings subject to urbanization and

development project, it is recommended to reach to an agreement with the owners. The actions to be
filed by the owners of the property within the scope of urbanization and development project shall be
dealt in priority by the courts and decision shall be given without delay.

37 Law no. 5393 Municipal Law (The 73th article regulates urban transformation)
38 Law no. 5226 amended the law no. 2863 on the Conservation of Cultural and Natural Heritage

39 Law no. 5273 amended Land Office Law and Mass Housing Law and abolished General
Directorate of Land Office

%) aw no. 5366 Preservation by Renovation and Utilisation by Revitalizing of Deteriorated
Immovable Historical and Cultural Properties

‘! Beforethisdrafd Dr a f t Law for Urban Transformationdé in 2
2004, oDraft Law for Planning and Development& ir
and Developmentdé in 2005 was proposedraftcamepar | i a me

to parliament agenda time to time (2009 and 2010) in various forms however due to the given power
to bodies and its extended scope; it was faced with serious debates (Madran, 2010). Therefore it has
not still been passed fromthe parliamentingithe time of this research.

42 Law no. 5998 concerning the amend ment of Municipal Law
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are faced withduring the urban transformatioprojects Due to its possible effects

on this studyds case, atidedrecerglsto thefurbanhi s |
transformation legal ground, seems necessary to examine at this point. In the new
form of this law, it ismentioned that the UTP decision is taken by municipal
assembly and its scope should be within the borders of municipalities. One of the
crucial sentences is that the public lands such as military zones, public schools,
hospitals which are in use or not biye decision of Council of Minister can be
declared as an UTP area. Due to this sentence, the law preparation period watched
out by military that wants to be taken into consideration while the UTP decision is
taken within militaryagsasesna,""Keh@s@) . d
government in power just introduced the Council of Ministers to decision making
process. By this way, the public lands can rapidly open up to the market. Moreover,
the declaration of UTP is under the authority of municiglsae mb | y 6s di sc
without considering whether the area has building on it or not, whether it is zoned
or not. This provides broader areas with less legal restrictions to municipalities.
Only criterion is the size of transformation area which is supptsd® between

5000 and 50000 square meters but the range between these values are also
depended to the municipal assembly decision. Another controversial issue is that
within metropolitan boundaries whole authority is given to the great municipalities.
Without acceptance of the great municipalities, district municipalities cannot give
decision and implement any UTP. Therefore, the district municipalities become
directly bounded to the great municipalities. It causes serious problems especially
among munigalities whose parties are in disputes. The authority of development
plan preparation and approval at all scales of planning including the preparation of
1/1000 scale development planrelated to UTP is given to greater municipalities. To
hasten the urbamansformation process it is stated that the consent is a principal
among parties during evacuation, demolition and expropriation process.
Addiionally, it is mentioned that the cases related to UTP are issued and decided
primarily in the courts because tpeojects can be protracted by years of litigation.
Another controversial issue related to conditions of the beneficiaries who have legal
documents on land in gecekondu areas is tried to be overcome by this law. It is

stated that the beneficiaries get theliowances within Project boundaries. On the
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other hand, people who have no legal document in gecekondu areas take payments
according to value of their debris and trees. However, these payments also can be
counted as down payment to provide houses acuts$lite Project area if the
municipality has power to supply houses to these people; otherwise under the same
conditions TOKK can also provide houses
direct displacement or exclusion will not be experienced for limaeés, the other
people such as tenants and residents who perceived as occupiers will not find any
chance to reside in their neighbourhood. One of the most important sentences in this
article is about the people who resist signing agreement with thorawyt
According to article these peopleds | ani
any right loss; however, this makes them to financially participate to the
infrastructure costs with respect to their total constructible area. Otherwise, their
building licence and building using permission are not given and electricity, water,
and natural gas are not provided. As it is very well known that the infrastructure
costs are very high that is why the states mostly undertake this service. It is really
hard to think that people who live in gecekondu afford to pay this share on their
account. Therefar, inevitably law makerforced to sign the contract with authority
under this statement. Lastly the power that is given to municipality to determine the
costs ofreal properties within UTP areas has to be mentioned. By this power, the
municipalities can lower the real prices not to pay too much money to the
beneficiaries; on the other hand, it can lead to nepotism during the payments that

are specified by streetVel officers in municipalities.

When it comes to the process that has been experienced in Mamak, the first step
was taken in 2005 by Great Municipality
¢ays@amsun Yolu Koridoru Kentse*where!likim
grounded to the 73 article of law no. 5272 Municipal Law. Although the
rehabilitation of Hatip ¢ayé which has
residents for years came to agenda at the beginning of 2000s, the initial intervention

was made ir2005 under the name of urban transformation project beyond the

43 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 222
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boundaries of Hatip ¢tayeé. A%t of Great hat ,
Municipality of Ankaraodés Assembly on 1/
regarding O6New Mamakaid b®avelrammd mtr mBt o
taken. While these decisions were taken, many cases were opened against them to
prevent the implementations. Towards the end of 2005, one of the suit resulted and

10" Administrative Court of Ankara annulled the decisioof Great Municipality

of Ankara c¢onceSanmsnugn OYhbaltui pKo¢raiydéor u Ken
D°n¢ke¢egm Projesi 6 due to annul ment of I
constituted the legal base of this project. Approximately two years later, Assembly

of Mamak Munici pality accepted t he ONew Me
Pr o j**aandtGéeat Municipality of Ankara approved this deciéloflowever, in

2008, 1" Administrative Court of Ankara annulled the decisiorof Great
Municipality of Ank am@an cnol/b008 scalkdnngasteé t h e
development plan of New Mamak Urban Transformation and Development
Projectdo. One month | ater Great Municipséa
1/5000 scaled master development plan of New Mamak Urban Transformation and
Development Projeéf. By the way, Mamak Municipality promulgated a new urban
transformation project and Great Municipality of Ankara accepted this detision

2008 for Mamak. On the other hand, in 2008 another court detisias taken by

Ankara District Adninistrative Court that decided to stay of execution of the project

which was announced in 2007. After several court annulment and stay of execution

decision, Great Municipality of Ankar

44 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 2409

4% Annulment of Great Municipality of Ankara Assemiggcision no. 222

6 Mamak Municipality Assembly decision no. 641

47 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 2555 and additional decision no. 1271
48 Annulment of Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 2409

49 Great Municipality of Ankea Assembly decision no. 1090

%0 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1271

51 Annulment of Mamak Municipality Assembly decision no. 641 and Great Municipality of Ankara
Assembly decision no. 2555 and additional decision no. 1271
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Transformati on Pr ojntheimpbeméntatiompaikciplé&ghisc ha n ge

decision has some significant sentences that differ from the former principles. By
this decision, firstly, commerce spaces that are produced within the project are
provided to the tradesmen who have title deed oir thverkplace. Secondly,
everyone who fulfils the requirements gets house within project area by lottery.
Thirdly, the people who have tajfahsis document can get not only 100 square
metre house for their 400 square metre land but also 80 square metdandueir

320 square metre land. Lastly and most significantly, the expropriation decision of
Great Municipality of Ankara will not be implemented from this decision taking
effect in New Mamak Urban Transformation Project for the immovable that are
sold or exchanged within project area because of causing possible ownership
problems. Moreover, lands of individuals who won cases against municipality were
returned to their former usage and excluded from the project area. Although it
seems that the residentbtained some advantages, alterations initially targeted to
facilitate the process and the basic premises were not changed. Then, in"2009, 6
Administrative Court of Ankara annulled the decisbof Great Municipality of
Ankara concer namagoutdbad@ scaled master ideveloprmpeht plan
of New Mamak Urban Transformation and
hasten the project Assembly of Great Municipality of Ankara gave authority to
related depart ment t o s i ma and selphowsdesatc o |
Kusunlar to people who have no legal document within urban transformation area.

Finally, 1" Administrative Court of Ankara annulled the decisbrof Great

D

Municipality of Ankara <concerning O6i mpl

Uban Transformation and Devel opment Pro

gave sever al annul ment and stay of e xe

different forms, the Great Municipality of Ankara is still maintaining the process by

excluding the issed lands from the project area. As it is mentioned above the new

52 GreatMunicipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1811.
%3 Annulment of Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1090

>4 Annulment of Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1811
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formof73"article of Municipal Law strengt he

issue.

Within this complex continuum, other significant documents are the Great
Muni cipal it yenocefandAhe kxpartaepasts thewere presented at the
instance of courts. The defence of municipality basically depends on some points
that were also mentioned while taking urban transformation decision in municipal
assembly. In this written documeénit is stated that the area where is announced
within the project iIs Ankarabdés one of th
its healthy development despite its improvement plan. They targeted to make people
owner of a residencenerbhip prebtersvand govibing c up i e
rights to people who have not benefited from the tapu tahsis rights. It is also
claimed that the project will bring to region planned urbanization appropriaté'to 21
century, huge green and recreational areas (%60 of proacthis way unplanned
urbanization which causes vision pollution will be prevented and healthier, peaceful
places will be created. In addition, provision of full infrastructural services and
creation of welfare with the commercial structures within gebjare emphasised
among the goals of project. The defence of municipality in court grounded to these
claims; however, they also indicated some other reasons to avoid from the negative
decision of court. These are the money equivalents of the gecekondus phe
owners and rent aid provided some of the residents who did not prefer to move into
Eserkent. Furthermore, gecekondus are accused in the court as being ugly, being
harmful to the environment and tarnishing the city image. It is also pointedadut th
the public interest and service requirements were pursued under the rule of law. As
it is seen, the municipality tried to legitimize its intervention by indicating these

assertions.

On the other hand, according to the expert reports, the municigalitied e c i s 1 0 n ¢
were annulled or stayed of execution b
absence of public interest, absence of city planning techniques, absence of required

analyses and inappropriate implementation of the essence Bfanle in

%5 Great Municipality of Ankara Assembly decision no. 1811.
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Municipal Law. The experts also indicated that the urban pattern within boundaries

of project is not totally obsolete and there is usage of high storey himdides
gecekondusF urthermoresome pointseem remarkablime x p e r t B.<irstlye p o r t
it is stated that urban transformation projects are regulated by an inadequate law in
terms of urban planning techniques and principles. Attention drawn to the possible
shortcomings in absence of comprehensive urban transformation law whidh is s

in draft stage. Secondly, it is mentioned that the public interest should be considered

as a basic principle in these projects; otherwise they just turn to rent project with
partial planning. Thirdly, the areas which stay next to the Samsun Roaa@ihd s

part of it completed their transformation. A development plan changes in these
areas can lead to enormous problems in terms of gained rights. Fourthly, without
any research and analysis such a huge project cannot be implemented in an area
involving lands that have potential to transform. Fifthly, being highly dense,
causing visual pollution, creating undesired city entrance image and developing
with classical improvement development plan cannot be the reasons to promulgate

an urban transformation prajet . Sixthly, the deter minat.
should be based on the scientific criteria which are stated detailed reports. Lastly,

the balance among individual interest, public and society interest should be
achieved in urban transformation prcte Due to these reasons, courts annulled or
stayed of execution of Great Municipal

transformation project in Mamak lost its legal ground several times.

The whole legal processes that have been issued at national and local level can be
seen jointly from the chronologically prepared table (Table 3.6). By this way, the
legal and administrative steps are followed without an additional effort under the
shed lght of former and latter legal regulations and legal instances in Turkey

especially by considering the New Mamak UTP.

®¢ This report is the base for th® Administrative Court of Ankara annulled decision no. 2409 of
Great Municipality of Ankara concerning 6the revi
plan of New Mamak Urban Transformation and DevelopmentPcoi 6
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Table 3.6. The chronological legal regulations and processes of UTPs in general andin New
Mamak UTP

DATE EVENT

1989 Dikmenand Pog k al ¢i -efJ i Vall ey Projects we
06.08.2003 Law no. 4966 amended the Housing Development Administration Law no. 2985
12.03.2004 Law no. 5104 Northern Ankara Entrance Urban Transformation Project Law was eng

05.05.2004 Law no. 5162 amendeti¢ Housing Development Law

09.07.2004 Grand National Assembly of Turkey passed law no. 5215 Municipality Law
23.07.2004 Law no. 5216 Metropolitan Municipality Law took effect

27.07.2004 Law no. 5226 was enacted and amended the law 2863 @otfservation of Cultural and
Natural Heritage

15.12.2004 Law no. 5273 concerning the abolishment of the General Directorate of Land Office
effect

24.12.2004 Law no. 5272 6Muni ci pTafticlelregulates urbano k e f f
transformation)

14.01.2005 AnHat i Pamavye Yolu Koridoru Kentsel Gel
promulgated by Great Municipality of Ankara with decision no. 222 (This decision
grounded the 7Barticle of law no. 5272 Municipality Law)

18.01.2005 Law no. b2vpabMubawd was annulled by C
05.07.2005 Law n o Preder8a6ioh byéRenovation and Utilisation by Revitalizing of Deteriorg
Immovable

Historical and Cultural Propertiés was enact ed

13.07.2005 Law no. 5393 0 Meffect (the p3atticlelregulates urbano k
transformation)

14.09.2005 The revision plan decision of Great M
scaled master development plan regard
Devel opment Kemrwith dedsiorono. 248 t a

30.11.2005 10™ Administrative Court of Ankara annulled decision no. 222 of Great Municipality g
Ankara concer BamguoH¥Yolip Karyiédor u Kent
Projesi®d due to annul rmentawdf | aw no.
22.06.2006 The draft law about transformation areas was presented to grand national assembly
07.10.2007 Assembly of Mamak Municipality accept
with decision no. 641

15.10.2007 Great Municipality of Ankara approved
decision no. 2555 and additional decision no. 1271

27.03.2008 1™ Administrative Court of Ankara annulled decision no. 2409 of Great Municipality ¢
Ankara concerning O0the revision plan
New Mamak Urban Transformation and De

16.04.2008 1/5000 scaled mastdevelopment plan of New Mamak Urban Transformation and
Development Project was accepted by Great Municipality of Ankara with decision ng
1090

12.05.2008 Great Municipality of Ankara accepted the urban transformation decision of Mamak

Municipality with decision no. 1271

04.06.2008 Ankara District Administrative Court decided to stay of execution of the project with
decision no. 2410 by referring taken decisions no. 641 by Mamak Municipality and n
2555 and no. 1271 by Great Municipality of Ankara

1407.2008 Great Municipality of Ankara accepted
making changes with decision no. 1824 and implementation principles were reshapg
decision no. 1811
14.10.2009 6™ Administrative Court of Ankara annulled decision no. 1090 of Great M unicipality
Ankara concerning 6the revision plan
New Mamak Urban Transformation and De
18.01.2010 Assembly of Great Muicipality of Ankara gave authority to related department to sign
protocol with TOKK to construct and s
document within urban transformation area.

19.02.2010 1™ Administrative Court of Ankara annulletecision no. 1811 of Great Municipality of
Ankara concerning O0implementation pri
Devel opment Projectd

24.06.2010 Law no. 5998 concerningthe amendment8fa3 t i cl e of | aw no
was enacted
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3.6. Related News on New Mamak Urban Transformation Project

The New Mamak UTP news that was issued in media points out both the significant
instances that shaped residents minds and the degree of public attention on the
project. During this research, the news has been searched and updated weekly from
internet and ther magazines according to their relevancy. As a result, cohesion is

tried to be constituted among these news with respect to chronological order.

After the Project was initiated in 2005, the first encountered news reported in 2007
under t he blevadTlriannes f @WUmat i on Ful |l Thrott
kent sel d°n¢kegm, " 2007) . The for mer Ma m
had shattered the gecekondu detimi recordwithin municipalities of Ankaraby
decreasinghumberof gecekondus rom10000 ¢ 69000. He said that in Mamak

they had had 19 urban transformation projects and they had planned 300000
residencesvithin these projectsde mentioned that Mamak Urban Transformation

Project that was the biggest one in Turkey would be completed 9 yéarsaifal
implemented by Mamak Municipality and Great Municipality of Ankara together

with the support of central government. Moreover he drew attention to the opposing
parties that were trying to prevent the project; yet according to him no one interfere

with the people who had waited to move into apartment from gecekondu for years.
One year later, Mayor 6s worries came trl
about the displacement withithe urban transformation project began their legal

struggle by openingight to shelter bureau as people did in Dikmen. Mamak Right

to Shelter Bureau came into action ofi 8f March 2008 with contribution of
neighbourhood representatives of Mamak, lawyers who pursue legal actions in that
region and an ithabéekxkan frgmr Bi Kme@kRi gh
(AMamakl el ar da Kentsel D°n¢gke¢eme Karké B
that an opposing figure, Dostl ar Nei ghbourt
about the project took place in Evrensel (Atay, 2008rilAL6). He stated that the

project turned to a demolition project of Mamak. He mentioned that the authorities

were implementing the project without asking their opinion. Thag felt totally

excluded from the process. He added that although they wemtiake in better

places, they were againgdtet unfair agreements. People wenarious about the
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unstateddelivery time, location and quality of houses. As a result, residents of
Mamak and various associatidhgrotested the urban transformation projeciolih

was called 6depredation plandé on June 2:
not sign the contracts. Approximately 100 people and the representatives of
nei ghbour hoods also supported this prote
These reaabins and remonstrance drew attentiorddferent parts of the society.

For instance, ity plannersandneighbourhoodepresentativebom different cities

came together with the people of urban transformation neighbourhoods in Ankara
within an activity tha was held by Chamber of City Planners. The UTPs that were
implemented in Dkmen Valley, Northern Ankara Entrance and Mamak were
visited by the group. The neighbour hood
UTP nei ghbour hoods s uc hd AyazmaBshated ltheiy ¢ k ,
experiences with people. Head of City PI
labourer should struggle altogether without believing artificial divisions against the
process that targeted not only gecekondu people but also wholardad in cities
"kehirciler Ankar a.'Tdese soppontaendowagedipeopldte , "
take legal action against the responsible parties. Accordingtothe'he®® (k - ek v e

k ahi n,) the eti@e® of Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau had filednainal

report about Great Municipality of AnKkeé
Mayor Gazi kahin who continued to get s
owner s within New Mamak UTP despite tf
execution and annulment deci o ns . The Bureau authorit)
mentioned that the ] 4" and 1&" Ankara Administrative Courts had stay of
execution and annulment decisions about New Mamak UTP. She claimed that by
acting against the court decisions both mayors commitiedbuse of their office.

Moreover, she indicated that gecekondu residents who have not sign the agreement
were threatened to cut off water as an intimidation. Approximately three weeks

later, similar news yet from another opposing party took place iy Bin

Contemporary Lawyerds Association, Mamak Peopl et
Araplar ¢evre ve G¢gzellektir me-Dlesrs o Bibgthadizon,i Kdi | c
TepecikDostlar] r e-K? $t ence Peopl e Co mmi eniwerapartiddpgtadiands t t he

TMMOB supported the movement.
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("Mahkemeye takélan proje,"” 2008, AuUugus
Peoples6 Culture and Solidarity Associat
not sign the contracts and annul the new rent project as it was experienced last time

with their dedsive and organized struggle. He also stated that it was obvious that

some people wanted to exclude them from the residents who stay there for years to

built luxury buildings, aqua parks, business and entertainment centres and houses
with swimming pools ini t s gar dens. ¥zt ¢rk said that
people by pledging house to everyone. Moreover, according to him, the place and
delivery time of houses was not explicit therefore inviting people to sign the

contract was inconsistent with justice.

On the other hand, through the end of 2008, consecutively news had been made
about environmental disorders that occurred as a result of UTP. It is stated in
Birge¢n (Zorcan, 2008, September 15) that
being left withn urban transformation project in Mamak. While rats moved around

in the streets where the sewer pipes were broken, kids were playing games among
debris. The residents are worried about the absence of street sewer system covers
and possibility of drinking ater and sewage flow mixing. Besides that people
believes that the municipality tries to intimidate them to leave their houses by
creating uninhabited areas, unfixed infrastructure and uncollected garbage. A
petition which indicates the threats that peogie faced with was submitted by
Mamak Peoplebdbs Culture and Solidarity A
and Forestry. Especially the neighbourh
earthquake zone is stated in the petition. Environmental e mgidegwattention to

visual pollution, falling and injury besides the epidemic diseases due to debris and

broken sewer systems that are not immediately lifted and fixed.

On 17 September 2008, Ankara Chamber of
Culture andSolidarity Association to observe closely New Mamak UTP district.
People Health Commission of Chamber prepared a report on Derbent
Neighbourhood where the first demolitions took place. They indicated several
crucial points with respect to this inspectiéwacording to report, the residents who

resist against the project live among wreckages which lead to serious problems such
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as accidents, injuries and illnesses. Moreover, destructions can cause damage on
buildings very next to the demolished ones whicings economic burden to the
people who resist signing the contract. By this investigation it is found that garbage
is not regularly collected by municipality. Therefore, this uncollected garbage and
wreckage poses a threat for both whole residents andoemwent in Derbent.
Beyond these negative physical effects, people also suffer from the anxiety which
threats psychology of the residents. Finally, it is stated that these kinds of
interventions should have more cohesive objectives which are desiredaitn he

instead of clashes and exclusiofis.

Another repordrew attentiorio the destruction of both environment and social life
(Evrensel, 27 October 2008). According to this news, residents in Mamak were
excluded from their neighbourhoods while they wbogrowing large amounts of
money. |t S mentioned t hat Ma ma k UTP
transformationé instead of Ourban trans/
the ongoing process creates residences, shopping and trade centres by agmolishi

their dreams and memories. They are decisive not to give vote to responsible
politicians and not to sign the contracts. They are also complaining about the debris,
insufficient public transportation, uncollected garbage, power cuts, broken sewage
pipes,unfixed street lights and strangers who come to collect stuff from wreckages.

One resident claimed that her neighbour was committed suicide due to depression

that was revealed after whole day electric cuts.

After all these complaints, Great Municipality of Ankara investigated the field yet

they were unable to detect any negative situation in Mamak where people live
among uncollected garbage, piles of rubble and broken sewage pipes under the risk

of epidemic d seases. One of the spokesmen of
Solidarity Association, K¢r kat ¥zt ¢rk s
situation in Derbent Neighbourhood and the responses of municipal authorities was
unbelievable. He noted that althouglery place is full of debris, dust and smoke,

officials were insisted that the situation was normal. He added that public bread

®These reports can be found in Bulletin of Mamak
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buffets and groceries were closed because of the conditions. Hireg@attention
to the report of Ankara Camber of Doctorbat indicated the unhealthy

environmental conditions in Derbent (Zorcan, 2009, January 31).

Striking news came on 13 January 2009 i
one more grievance was experienced in Mamak within UTP. Nane Kankal signed
contract with municipality without informing her husband who showed serious
negative reaction to this decision. Then she moved into Eserkent with her two
children. Yusuf Kanka&f who was treated for lung cancer obliged to wait
desperately in the home withoelectricity and water that were cut by municipality.

He said that New Mamak UTP was responsible for dispersion of his family. He
added that the title deed was on his wife who had been sick and tired of
demolitions, moving neighbours, unfixed sewage systand debris in the streets

and consequently she had thought that they had had a decent life when she accepted
the contract. He mentioned that he did not want to move anywhere else and he had
no money to pay like many others the debt that emerged froocotieact. He lastly
indicated his decisiveness not to move
Yusuf Kankal experiences were common among many families in UTP
nei ghbour hoods. He indicated the admini

onpropect and he said that people suffered

As the 2009 Local Government Elections were approaching, the news began to
focus on the election pledges and actions to get higher vote on New Mamak UTP.
CHPO6s (Republican Peyooprlaeld sCaPnadritdya)t eMaVvneal ki
AOur basic duty is to give people right
mentioned that the urban transformation turned to social disaster while causing
more problems instead of solutions. He indicated the negativeitions of
tradesman who mostly lost their jobs throughout this project. He claimed that their
project would firstly provide trade centres to the existing tradesman in that region.

He also mentioned that the demolitions had to be done after everyaesl agr the

59 Within the field research an interview was made with Yusuf Kankal to learn what he was
experienced in dail. These will be specified in field research part.
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project. Vel Ge¢nd ¢z drew attention t o
undesired consequences of the project th
when they came to office, they would not displace anyone including the people who

had not any document by providing homes within their existing neighbourhood
("Kentsel d°n¢keéem sosyal, " 2009). Then,
Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau, Mamak people who had struggled with urban
transformation project fotwo years held a meeting that Great Municipality of
Ankara Mayor Melih G°k-ek and one of <cal
wer e invited to. Whi | e Mel i h G°k--ek ha
Karayal -én and Mamak mayGgadigy baddmddee
in front of thousands of people (Figure 3.2l9ts of people had joined the meeting

and had showed their support to Karayal
loss of rights in transformation project (Figure 3.22). He also mentioned that the
project i's against peoplce imyeresedr deg |
courts. He said that the brand new project will be prepared with people who have

right to state their preferenceBesides that representative of Mamak Right to

Shel ter Bureau Candak T¢grkyélmaznd | awye
tradesman representatives and city planner Serdar Karaduman indicated their
opinions and give support to people. Mo
enthusiastically by thousands of people who declared to conserve their resisting
position("Mamalbt a binler G°k-ekbe," 2009).
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Figure 3.2L A vi ew whil e Kar ayal -én Making Speech Meeti
(Source: sendika.org)

Figure 3.22 A view from the Meeting against New Mamak UTP $ource: sendika.org)

Ten days later on 11 March 2009, €ih News Agency announc
Excavation Wil Start on Sunday i n Mama

2009). Besides the information about the whole project and first stage, the
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statements of t he Mayor of Great Muni c
significant. He stated that if Gods grants the end of the project, the value of Mamak
would increase more and more. He wanted to trust them as many people did in
Northern Ankara, Dikmen Valley -2-3 stages and G¢gneyp
Transformation projects. Hedded that with the permission of Allah they were not

able to make people sad. He stndt:

We want vyour blessing, not your curse; W
also targeted CHP (Republican Peopl eds
claiming their opposip position to the project. This first construction

groundwork publicized in Great Municipality of Ankara Bulletin from the first

page, under t he headl ine ASu-pher Projec
Construction B e2dgarch 20Q9, nd.a220ndure 3.Z3)1 8

v
Mamak

=

Figure 3.23. A Headline from Great Municipality of Anlara Bullettin (Super Projectin Urban
Transformation - The Construction Began in Mamak) Source: Great Municipality of Ankara
Bulletin, 1824 March 2009, number 220)

Moreover before the elections, Justice and Development Party announced and
distributed brochures that present their pledges about New Mamak UTP. The
headline of this brochure is fAWe starte
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Project, We Wil | ong15maiticdeh the nost impdrtantuosies are A m

as follows:

1. New Mamak Urban Transformation Project is the greatest and the most
modern project in Turkey.

2. Approximately %50 of the lands within the scope of this project are building
prohibited that are nopropriate for construction. Finding a solution is
impossible for this area except urban transformation that provides 10.000
residences for people.

3. Constructed residences will be delivered to the beneficiaries within 24
months.

4. The residences given to theneficiaries are luxury residences.

5. The business sites that will be constructed within this project will be
primarily given to the previously owners of business sites within this
project.

6. The residences will be given from the constructed buildingsatieatlosest
to beneficiariesd land or gecekondu e

7. No one will be aggrieved even in the absence of title deed oitddisis
document. Residents will be provided to everyone.

8. Do not give credence that interrupts the process. Do notvghes and
credence to lies, deception and confusion.

9. Please do not believe the understandings and parties that do not consider
least bit the people and make extravagant promises to just being opposition
and touting for votes.

10.The Justice and DevelopmersarB that comes these days with the
appreciation of the people will be accomplished this project with your trust.

Continue to trust us.

The photographs of Prime Minister Recep
Ankara mayoralty c¢ adMamakanayeraltiMeahdiddie MBSuk - e k
Ak g¢l are also added to this election br
New Mamak UTPO6s Neighbour hoods, l eading

number of people who live in Mamak, took part to praise alpgrrogressed
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project. Moreover, by this pledges the confidence of residents were tried to be

gained not only by praising the project but also by cursing the opponents.

According to the results of this local election, the candidates of Justide an
Development Party acquired both Ankara and Mamak mayoralty. The rates of votes
taken by the parties are almost equal within electoral districts of Ankara, Mamak
and Derbent (Figure 3.24). Nevertheless, in Araplar Neighbourhood, the domination
of Justiceand Development Party (JDP) is obvious. In the field research, it is stated
by the participants that the reason behind the high vote rates of JDP in Araplar is the
conservative characteristics of the residents. It has to be also mentioned that due to
UTPsapproximately 2000 people had begun to live in Eserkent Mass Housing Area
which is located within the boundaries of Araplar Neighbourhood before the
elections. Even though, the adequate data that indicate the previous vote
distributions of Derbent and Ar&gy are absent due to insufficient databases of TSI
and Supreme Election Board, it can be derived from the results of the election that
while the residents in Derbent did not show any significant reaction against Melih
G°k-ek by reason o fanyNother polity, nitee kesidgitPin o r
Eserkent proved their loyalty to the JDP. On the other hand, especially, Melih
G°k-ek who was elected for the Great Mu
found chance to pursue UTPs all around Ankara. Moreover, nbeigtioned by

many people in Mamak that vote for same party at the both municipal and great

municipal level brings unity and hastened the UTP process in various aspects.
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Figure 3.24. Results of the Hection of Mayor of Ankara 2009 (Ankardamak -Derbent-
Araplar) %° (Source: TSI)

At t hese days, according to news that w;
17) the people who struggle to survive among wreck buildings and broken sewerage
system in accordance with the urban transformation project @gnpel to pay cut

of f waterdés bills. One of residents Cahi
bill although the water has been cut off for a long time. He stated that they had no
chance to afford the payment ssesdherefre ban t
they did not sign the contract and they were insisting on resistance but municipality
was trying to demolish the houses as sc
people were faced with water and electricity cuts, broken water and sevpgrasge

wrecks and unexplained bills for intimidation. He also stated that many families are
suffered for the sake of rent and they were forced to leave centre of the city to live

in slum at the periphery.

The court decisions also took place in newspap@rs.15 August 2009, both
Evrensel (Ak-ay, 20009, August 15) and E

€0DTP (Democratic Society Party), MHP (Nationalist Movement Party), SP (Felicity Party), AKP
(Justice and Development Party), CHP (Republican
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made news about the o6stay '8Admieistraticeut i o no
Court on project plan due to 6ébéi mgmdaga
Obeing against planning techniques and
Headman Nazém Karahan and the represent
Bureau Candak Tg¢rkyeélmaz gave comments ¢
that the demolitions,anstructions and operations were continuing despite the court

stay of execution decision. Moreover he stated that they wanted to make a project

that includes everyone with the contribution of related experts and Bureau without

any right loss of residents.

By the way, the prestigious projectsodo ne
pl ace among ot her news. According to L
2003, 3) a prestige project can be defined

[a]s a pioneering or innovative, higiofile, largescale, sekcontained

development which is primarily justified in terms of its ability to attract

inward investment, create and promote new urban images, and act as the

hub of radiating renaissandacilitating increases in land values and
development actiies to adjacent areas.

The Mayor of Mamak Municipality Mesut Al

an attraction centre mentioned t hat t h

(Nenek), Lalahan and Ortak®°y industry d
economic attraction centre Nenek Organised Industrial Zone, Marble Site and

Lalahan I ndustri al Zone would be constr
b¢yeyecek, 06 2010) . Moreover, it was ann

webs it e (" Mamak 6't2010)khat Mueicip&lity bdtheimplemented

urban transformation projects and facilitated the construction of trade centres. Ship
Trade Centr e, G¢lveren Trade Centre, Kk
Wedding Hall and Congress Centre and 41 storey twadée were planned to be
constructed (Figure 3.25). Mamak Mayor N
and social transformation projects were accomplished, Mamak would gain a new
appearance. He said fAMamak need®nedat tr ac

that due to limited capacity of municipality, they also encouraged the private sector

108



investments to the region. Under these assertions, it can best be sedthihahes
frameworkof suchprojects, agecies of urban regeneration agitly administraions

have attemptetb restructure the urban fabric of their cities, and diversify their local
economiesweatherto meet the new demands of the capitaf e | e K , 2003, 3
encourage them to invedflayor of Mamak finally said that they were working on
clearance of gecekondus and construction of recreation and sport complexes,

shopping centres to reach a modern vision in the district.

? i
AL T 1T T ot rgiventl|

GULVEREN| ||} u
ALISVERTS MERKEZT | gHEl
foezi | =

Figure 3.25. The O6Attractive Projectso6Trade Mamak (
Centre 2)ShipTrake Centre 3) Wedding Hall and Congress Ce
Centre) (Source: Mamak Municipality webite)

Among these projects the most significant one was the construction of biggest
shopping centre of Turkey in Mamak. The biggest shopping centre of Turkey which
would create an attraction centre was laid the foundation with the contribution of

Minister of Firm nc e Me h met kKi mkek i n Ma ma Kk . Tt
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commer ci al centre with 41 storey, 5 res
biggest shopping centre (Figure 3.26). It was planned to complete shopping centre

in 2011, ot her buidmiimgEn i B¢ 2OKL2ANMOS,ir k
2010). According to this news, the mayor
in the short run, development was impossible unless Mamak was transformed to
attraction centre. Then in several months two large real estag¢esitvme nt s 0
construction was started with a joint ceremony by Maya Group and Nata Holding.
Besides these private companies6 manager
ceremony.N a t a Shogpimg Center Project and the Project of the Mayan

Anatolium Ankarais two adjacentinvestmentthattotally costs300 million dollar,

in 450 thousandsquare meterstotal constructionareaand 160 thousandsquare
metersleasableareacreatesa giant i S h o p\a Inldme thedegion. Also it is

stated that with this project additional employmentwould be provided for 5
thousandpeople in Ankara province. According to statements this number of people
cannot be employed even if a fabric is opened. It is expected that when the whole
complex is opened, it would attract more than 10 million visitors from Ankara and

the cities that swounds Ankara because of the convenient transportation
possibilities of Ankara Peripheral Road
be strong main tenants IKEA Furniture and Home Accessories Store, Leroy Merlin
Building Market and Decorating Store, Teddgpermarket and Electronic Store are
expected for a long time in Ankara. In addition, nearly 200 stores with international

and national brands would offer customers a wide range of shopping. And with the
different food and beverage divisions, bazaar grehdazaar, cinema, amusement

park, bowling hall, conference halls and theatres more than shopping would be
presented to the customers. Moreover, in this news the achievements and the
international partnerships of these companies are mentioned to indiwate
greatness of this project (AMamak ¢ekim
also issued in broader platforms. On 14 December 2010, widely known news portal

nt vmsnbc ma d e news about Nat a Vega S
heyecanl and ér Hata GeoupnRedl Estate Project Developer Expert

G¢l kenol gave the details about this p

growing through the west and there was no place so close to the centre therefore the
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i ntersection di s amak was chosén thaitamakciosedo cantre M
available for development and invest ment
Mamak was identified with the dumb perception which could be overcome by a
very large investment such as the contribution of IKEAcdrding to her, the target

is society of Central AsiaOne of theconcepts isarestaurantwithina 360
degreeaquariumThe aquarium will be the  Turkeydargestong the
secondargestin Europe Although it is indecisive, it is working on a skiing rusayv

for exactly365 daysNegotiations arén progresswith companiesbroad

for finalization of it It is claimed that hisshopping centrewill be shopping

centreof both CentralAsia andthe MiddleEast too. She added thatth@ugh

Ankara is in the firsplace in terms of per capita size of shopping centre in Turkey,
Ankara is still below the European average and people in Ankara perceived the

shopping centre as a social activity.

Figure 3.27. Location of 41 Storey Trade CentreSource: www.ntvmsnbc.com)
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As it was mentioned before, Great Municipality of Ankara is trying to transfer the
implementation burden of project to the Mamak Municipality that evelgtbalgan

to take more responsibility to hasten the process. Under these conditions, Mamak
Mayor Akgg¢l informed beneficiaries on 5
2010) . Ak g¢l organized an information m
Housing Area Figure 3.28). While he was answering the questions of the people,

he wanted from people not to pay attention to the misleading information. He also
mentioned that there was a decision of municipal council that the new houses would

be given to the peopledm the closest block to the previous land or gecekondu.

The residents showed great interest to t
and Araplar Neighbourhoods were priority project areas. He said that almost 4
blocks was built avatidn w8rks nwerev beibgl aortihuedd e x ¢
According to his speech, 63 people who have no legal document on their land
would be provided two rooms and one h a
(Housing Development Administration of Turkey). The debris of these people

would be accepted as a down payment cost. For the beneficiaries, the houses would

be delivered between 184 months after whole agreements completed depending

on the elimination of property problems.

Figure 3.28. A view from Mamak Municipality Informat ion Meeting at Eserkent Gource:
Mamak Municipality wekbsite)
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One day later on the evening of August 6, after Mamak Municipality had
undertaken the persuasion responsibility
another presentation for the people who regjstigainst the project in Derbent

("Mamak belediyesi ikna," 2010). According to this news, hundreds of people came

to this meeting. Residents who particip
awkward position by asking questions. It is stated thhile there was limited
contribution to meeting in Eserkent Mass Housing Area, approximately 700 people

who was mobilized by Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau came to the meeting in

Derbent Neighbourhood and municipality was frustrated due to decisive atitude

people who resist the project. Under t h
AYou make me sweat, Il shall take off my
t hat much democratic, why had not you cC

words appladed by crowd. Besides the municipality officers, residents spoke and
emphasized their opinions and wishes. C
Shelter Bureau stated that some of their warnings and wishes were taken into
consideration by municipality. Tlsy municipality took steps backwards against
resistance stance. Although tension increased time to time during the meeting
between municipality officers and people, it was completed without severe incident
(Figure 3.29).

E

Figure 3.29. Views from Mamak Municipality Presentation in Derbent Neighbourhood
(Source: sendika.org wedite)
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The last news that is beneficial to indicate under this title is highly significant for
the posttion of opposing residents in Mamak although it is related with Dikmen
Valley UTP. According to this news ("Dikmen vadisi son," 2010) the people, who
resist signing the contract of Great Municipality of Ankara and sue it, get
construction rights on different developed land parcel;, yet related legislation
indicated that after exppoiation, this right holders have to participate the common
infrastructural expenses with respect to their remaining land size. According to
G° k- ek, the problems in projects were
to gain unfair benefit from thealue increase. He added that the people who had
signed the contract with municipality
actions against the project.

These are the prominent news that can be followed or found by public. In terms of
transformations emphasises, opposing and supporting forces, key figures and
sources, these news provides significant data to understand the process. Firstly, it
has to be mentioned that there are limited figures and media channels that became
part of this project whiles upporting or resisting it.

newspapers that give place to opposing news about New Mamak UTP at most.

e

be

Within the opposing side, Ke¢r kat ¥zt er

Solidarity Association and Righato Gbeker T ¢r
Bureau are the leading figures. Although they are both against the project, they

diverged because of their ideological cleavdfe§ime to time other opposing

Ky

parties such as Chamber of City Planner

Ankara Chamber of Doctors and some chambers from TMMOB (The Union of
Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects) participated and supported the
residents who resisting signing the contract. On the other hand, in the shadow of
Mel i h G°k-ek, é&taomamhke sdvhe gnanoesvres to ieach a solution
and gain political support to sustain the project. Their emphases on the prestigious

projects and claims on making Mamak an attraction centre were pointed out again

®1 This tension is experienced in many UTPeas bet ween ¥DP (Freedom and
Hal kevl eri (Peoplebs Houses) as it is in New Mame

authority. The reason of the conflicts is discussed within the field research part.
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and again within their speeches. These rangsindicated in this part to understand
prominent instances that influence the attitudes of people towards the project. The
detailed opinions of the parties, mostly the residents, will be directly presented in

the field research chapter.
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CHAPTER IV

FIELD RESEARCH: DERBENT NEIGHBOURHOOD AND ESERKENT
MASS HOUSING AREA

4.1. Methodology of the Field Research

In this part of the thesis, the findings of the field research that was held in Derbent
Neighbourhood andEserkent Mass Housing Area between April and November
2010 are issued. However, initially some information abougtiaitative method
followed during the field research should be indicated. Although the combination of
guantitative and qualitative data camhe balancébetween them are considered
throughoutthe thesis;he basic premises of this study are basedhe qualitative

data acquired at the end of the field research. Therefore, beb@egiantitative
dataobtained from the several sourcés data collections fostered and detailed

by plenitude interviews. According to Crang and Cook (1995, 35) as a means of
gleaning information from conversations within various research communities,
interviews can range from the highly structured (akin to guesaire survey in
which the researcher asks fotetermined questions in a specific order), through the
semistructured (where the researcher and participant(s) set some broad parameters
to a discussion), to the relatively unstructured (akin to a friecdiwersation with

no predetermined focus). Among thesgerviewing formatssemistructured and
relatively unstructured +#depth interviews were chosen because limiting
questionnairewith predetermined, strict questionss potential to prevent the
reearcherto find some embedded mechanisms that expeceéd to uncover. As
Creswell (2007, 133) suggested refining the interview questions and the procedures
further through pilot testing seems extremely significdhereforewhile preparing
semistructured question set of the study, the field were visited and random
interviews were made several timddevertheless, even though throughdhbe
researchrandom samplingvas mostly chosen, time to tirsaowball methogwhich
flyields a study samglthrough referrals made among people who share or know of
others who possess some characteristics that are of research dni@iestacki

& Waldorf, 1981, 141), was preferreldie to the sensttivity ohe some issues such
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as gender, ethnic background dameligious sect According to Biernacki
andWaldorf (1981, 141)fthe method is well suited for a number of research
purposes and is particularly applicable when the focus of study is on a sensitive
issues, possibly concerning a relatively private matséew thus requires the

knowledge of insiders to locate people for study

Under the light of these knowledge and targets, with one to one and group
interviews,detailedinformationwas attainedrom the people who live in Derbent

and AraplarEserkent Mas Housing Area of Greater Municipalityf Ankara.
Consequently,interviews were madewith 66 residents and 5 tradesmen from
Derbent Neighbourhood, 30 residents from Eserkent Mass Housing Area. Besides
these, one police officer, one municipal police, onédbaer operator who are in

duty in Derbent Neighbourhood and officers in charge from Great Municipality of
Ankara and Mamak Municipality, one of neighbourhood representative of Mamak
Right to Shelter Bureau and one of the founding members of Mamak People
Culture and Solidarity Association, related lawyer from Ankara Contemporary
Lawyer Association, headmen of Derbent and Araplar neighbourhood, hodja of
Der bent Mosqgue, t hree teachers from Der
Girl sd Vocat ites ManicipalBycANBAOPIrichaB/rSehaol politically

and one real estate agent in Derbent Neighbourhaodharother actors whom the
interviews were madewith to take their opiniongbout the New Mamak UTRn

total, whilst conducting 75 interviewd 16 indviduals shared their ideas about the

issue It has to be mentioned at this point that at the beginning of every interview
the interviewees were fully informed about the research. Every interview was
recorded and transcrib&d However, f e wferedntd ot to ibe we e s 0
recorded; even though, the targets of the research were clearly indicated.
Further more, to make them comfortable,
surnames was neither asked nor recorded. Therefore, glfthobe whole
information ob&inedabout the interviewes during the field research weslicated

in the footnotes witim the field research part, amfthe iner vi e wees 6 name

62 Although he transcriptios are availablén Turkish, they are not included to the thesis to maintain
the confidentiality of the interviewees.
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surnames wasot mentioned both in the transcriptions and during the field research
discussion parts athis thesis. By the way, the general knowledge about Derbent
Neighbourhood is presented within the related context in detail throughout the field

research chapter.

Under the light of these principles, the raw data held as an output of the interviews
are indicated and discussed with the guidance of theoretical instruments issued in
previous part. Especially, with the contributions of relational sociology of Bourdieu
that point out the interdependency anddapendency among habitus, fields and
different forms of capital in such a social phenomenon the significant dynamics and
mec hani s ms t hat change gecekondu resic
transformation project can best be identified. For that reason, the whole set of social
positions and actities which are the reflection of relations that lean on the various
variables in the social world are discussed critically during the following
paragraphs. Under these conditions, without ignoring any relations within the
framework of this studya certainlevel of abstractions neededo take attention to

the more significant dynamics. It has to be mentionedrddhucingthe attitudes of

the interviewees into one or two variabiesot targetedinder the following topics;
however, these are the pointsat most of the interviews initially and intensely
mentioned during the field researchherefore, the part that the field research
findings are evaluated in is divided into three sub category to attain contingency
between theory and practice with considgrthe every habitus, every field and
every forms of capital in relatioly this way, it is aimed to observe the theory in
action to find the basic premises of the resistance and acceptance attitudes of the

gecekondu residents towards the New Mamak Utransformation Project.

4.2. Gecekondu vs. Apartment Blocks

Under this topic, sociaultural and socispatial differences between gecekondu
and apartment blocks are indicated and discussed from the perspectives of
gecekondu dwellers in Derbent Neighbourhood and Eserkent Mass Housing Area

by considering the effectsf the urban transformation project. The field research
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pointed out that the perceptions about the gecekondu and apartment blocks that
mostly stem from the past experiences, social relations, life styles and
environmental conditions are highly contradietiand directly influence the
residents6é attitudes towards the project
conditions created by the authority both in Derbent and in Eserkent plays crucial
role on the residentsd dsesection ofthathesisniok i ng
grasp t he soci al dynamics driving gec
gecekondu and apartment blocks, especially the notion of habitus, social and
physical space, social and economic capital come into prominence among other
theoretical instruments. Although other concepts are used when appropriate, this
section clearly points out how habitus, social space, social and economic captal
influence the gecekondu dwellersd attit
fromthe geekondu dwell er sd pecdtwad differencess , fi
then the socigpatial ones between gecekondu and apartment blocks are presented

and discussed regarding theoretical instruments.

4.2.1. Sociecultural Differences

During the feld research, many interviewedeew attentionto the sociecultural
differences between gecekondu and apartment blocks as reasons behind either
acceptance or denial of the project. It is observed that this is basically related with
dispositions and sociaapital of the gecekondu dwellers besides other variables
because interviewees frequently mentioned their positive or negative views about
the project via giving reference to their past experiences and social relations with
their neighbours. Therefore,ishenaltes the studyo explainthe reasons behind the

scene whilst the perspectives of the gecekonduleissaliverged one from another

From this point, this critique issue that has certain effects on the gecekondu
dwell er sdé per spe ecthay ® be discussedrinddstail turider the r o |

l ight of interviewees6 assertions and co

At some stage in the interviews, perceptions of the interviewee about the life in

Eserkent Mass Housing Area or any other apartment building are asked to answer
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by comparing the life conditions in Derbent Neighbourhood. An interviewé2 E1

who accepted the project requirements a
mass housing area is a chance as a training period for the people who come from
gecekondu before they mce into their per manent hou
gecekondu people become get used to live together and learn not to disturb his or

her neighbours. KZU stated that atthough gecekondu had been better in terms of
natural environment and largeness, she lediethat the time of gecekondu was

over visavis apartment houses. However, many other residents who spent most of
their lives in gecekondu were highly distressed due to apartment lif€> E79
mentioned that they could not get used to live in apartment iéven years pass.

This is basically stems from strong neighbour relations. The solidarity and strength

of social relations in gecekondu neighbourhoods play significant role on the
perspectives of the gecekondu dwellers whether they accept or rejecbjdedt. [E1

stated that the neighbour relations are absent in apartment unlike gecekondu
although the life standards are higher than gecekondu. According to his assertion,
people talk with each other in the park and mosque; yet, the relations are cut off in

the apartment. Whilst B4 was comparing gecekondu with apartment, he said that
although his children had no complaint, his wife did not like the apartment due to

|l ack of neighboursdé6 relations. He added

®3E1: He is 53 years old. He is from AnkaBala. He and his family moved into Mamak at the end
of 1960s. His gecekondu used to be oristeged and developed land takes 1FamAraplar
Neighbourhood. He will take 20000 TL from municipality. He is graduated from university. He is
retired now. He is residing with his wife in Eserkent Mass Housing Area.

64K20: Sheis 53 years old. Shefir o m Kér ekkale. She had resided in
years. They used to have tamhsis document for 170°rfand at Derbent. They accepted the project

and began to live in Eserkent in a one room and one hall house. His husband is retiseh islis

working. The number of household is three. They are 28000 TL in debt due to project.

®E79: He is 32 years old. He is from Kérkehir. He
Northern Ankara UTP. It is his seventh year in Eserkent. They used¢adpautahsis document for

their gecekondu. The number of household is five. They are residing in two rooms and one hall

house. He is unemployed.

66 E4: He is 50 years old. He is from Yozgat. He had stayed for 20 years in Derbent Neighbourhood.

It has ben two years since he signed the project contract. Number of household is five. He gave his
gecekondu andits 356’hand which is registetabdisdddpctimenta
he is living in T¢grk©z¢g as as?278hlaubsidizedyoy paying 40
municipality. He is 27000 TL in debt to the municipality. He is a service driver. He is graduated

from junior highschool.

n
(
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Of course, apartment is more comforgghfet neighbour relations do not
exist. No one is aware of another. It is unrecognizable who is going in or
out. Thence, apartment is not that much good. The relations were different.
Everyone knows each other... We have both townsman and relatives in our
neighbourhood. We behave very cosy.

In terms of neighbour relations in EserkentK4aidthat:

We do not get in contact with everyone (in apartment). There are three
specific neighbours whom I get along well with... (In gecekondu) eweryo
was a part of a family. My door would be open. | can consign my kid to
neighbours and | would go anywhere. Newertheless, | have not got that
chance here where is very different. | am here for two years; yet | do not
exactly know who lives in my apartnteifhey are sitting here but | do not
know their house numbers. But gecekondu is not like that. | used to know
everyone such as their names even their kids in my gecekondu
neighbourhood as well as | know my name.

However, unlike K1, K20 stated that altigh they had been bored when they first
came, then they became get used to the conditions and began to establish good
relations with their neighbours in Eserkent. However, for many interviewees, the
relations in the apartment blocks cannot be substituttd the gecekondu. For
instance, E2% stated that the friendship among residents had been superb in
gecekondu neighbourhood unlike apartments. He added that there was a serious
differentiation between gecekondu and apartment residents as it is seen between
rich and poor. On the very same issue, K1 indicated her views as such:

Gecekondu was excellent. There are people here from everywhere. There

is a | ot coming from Dikmen and Karaca?®

Neighbourhood). How great my gecekondu was. Somastil do regret.

Time to time, | wish | could not agree to give my gecekondu... | wish this
is not the case. Gecekondu was more beautiful and more peaceful than

®7K1: She is 28 years old. She is from Kars. She had moved into Eserkent from Derbent and she has
been living there for two years with her husband and two children in a house with one halland one

room (kitchen is included to hall). They exchange their 8g@cekondu on registered and

developed land with municipality and became in debt for paying off 4000 TL. She is not working.

Her husbandés profession is repairer,; yet due to
benefits from the social relief of micipality.

®8E23: He is 18 years old. He is from Kérékkale.
lived in gecekondu for 13 years. They accepted the project and began to take rent aid. They have

been Iiving in aparirs.Heisahigh schoklstuderft. Three numbeoaf 5 vy e a
household is five and including his father who is public servant three of them is working.
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here... Just the garden of the gecekondu is enough... | had known here

before we moved into bute had not gone inside... When | first came here,

| became depressed. After two years | become get used to... We suffocate

in the houses and we immediately move out... There are plenty of residents

who do not give their dgédegk wohws ibutDér
not know what is going to happen.

Another interviewee E62 mentioned his views about the life in Eserkent as

follows:

| came here for one year; yet this is our fifth year... You have to give

a headline to your thesBelenkyCan®sn such 061
Ma ma k 6 . We are in a camp. Everything
prisoner and here is the open prison. We are deprived of everything.

There is no social life... They cannot satisfy our social needs just

giving natural gas free... Here igry crowded. We are living like

sardines... There is just one market and the prices are very high. We

all have low income. We cannot cover the costs. We are already

paying money at least 25800 TL per month within the UTPs. What

can we do with remainingd® TL... We live freely in gecekondu.

You are a free person in gecekondu. Apartment is not like it. You

can just contact with your relatives in apartment.

After his assertions, it was asked to E62 that how he feels about his decision to
acceptte proj ect . He showed his regret and
i fo knew then what | Kknow nowbo. The O6c:
E62 was interestingly also expressed some other interviewees. For instance, E86
compared Eserkent wittheé asylum camp where various refugees, criminals and
debtors from various nations come together to find shelter in. Especially, due to the

size of households (Figure 4.1) and the shortage of larger houses in Eserkent led to
occurrence of these kinds of emded spaces both inside and outside the houses.
Moreover, when the distribution of households according to number of rooms in the
housing unit (Figure 4.2) in Derbent Neighbourhood is pointed out, it is clear that

most of the residents are not used to livaighly small houses.

69E62: He is 60 years old. He is from Ankara. He came to Eserkent as a result of UTP in Northern
Ankara. He has bedliving there for 5 years.

®Belene Camp was used basically for assimilation of the people who resisted against the policies of
Communist Bulgaria. People were forced to work hard under difficult conditions.
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Figure 4.2. Distribution of Households according to Number of Rooms in the Housing Unitin

Derbent Neighbourhood Source TSI Census of Population 2000)

E18"! mentioned that he did not want to live in apartment and added as such:

No one can disturb us in gecekondu but in apartment neighbours begin to
complain in every little noise. Excuse me, but if someone farts in
apartmenteveryone can hear it. Gecekondu is more comfortable. You can
make picnic, barbeque or grow fruits and vegetables just in front of your
gecekondu in your garden. You cannot make the same thing in apartment...

"LE18:He is 46 years old. He is fromKate came to Ankara in

1994. He 1

Araplar Neighbourhood as a tenant. Then he moved into Derbent. Number of household is five. He

has200mr egi st ered and land. He is

corporation.

developed
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You cannot even know who enter or go out ia #partment. Neighbours
cannot recognize one another.

E62 said that they could sit in front of their gecekondu, make tea, make noise or

play music without disturbing someone; yet in apartment they have to obey the
rules. E61 stated that due tasufficient isolation in apartment every voice made

by neighbours can be heard directly. E3@ho have experienced the life in both
gecekondu and apartment preferred to live in gecekondu and stated that people can
freely act in gecekondu; yet it is hardliee in apartment. He added that gecekondu
residents already have a garden which provides many opportunities such as making
picnic and barbeque, drinking tea in fro
have a barbeque in our balcony, it does notedor S i mi {* statetl that they 6 9

used to make picnic freely in their balcony or garden in the gecekondu; however,

they are immediately warned in the apartment when they make some noise.

Especially, the gecekondu dwellers who spent most of thmestin gecekondu
neighbourhoods with his/her close relatives, friends or neighbours react against the
urban transformation project. Ef4who spent most of his life in Derbent stated his

feeling as follows:

| am 45 years old. | am here for 45 years. | a1 here and | grew

up here... | know every house and their residents one by one... | do
not give up even if they give me a villa... The friendship is highly
different in here... | have many memories in these streets. | do not

"2E61: He is 52 years old. He is from Yozgat. He had lived in Derbent before he moved into
Eserkent two years ago. He is retired.

"3E32: He is 36 years old. He is from Ankara. He had come to Ankara when he was six from

El madaj . He had |12%eyWledams gedewoma ui § olri ving in ap
have still two gecekondu rented. He is a television repairer. He is a tenant in his workplace in

Derbent.

“E69: He is 17 years old. He is fronsHsdamidykkal e. t
moved into Eserkent two years ago. They are residing in two rooms and one hall houses in Eserkent.
They became 25000 TL in debt due to project.

"SE14: He is 45 years old. He is from Kars. He has been living in Derbent for 41 yeat$.71)|

they lived in a gecekondu where is located in Derb8hsReet. Then they moved into another

gecekondu and built its second floor in 1985. Now he is living in an apartment but he runs a market

in Derbent and his f amierklyréectstheopweae. i s still there.
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exchange anything with thstreet. | want house on the very same
place of my previous house. | want to live this neighbourhood until |
die... We can buy the best house in cash at any where we want in Ankara
today...You cannot buy everything with the money. When | enter to
this steet, | remember my loves, friendships, neighbours, childhood.

| do not exchange these with something... But these guys do not
know how these feelings are... Let my neighbourhood live. The
ministers will be stay here, and they will send us far away. We do
not want more than we deserve but we just want houses at the exact
place of our gecekondu. Ti me to ti me
When | go there, | returned to my childhood, to 40 years ago... There
are people here who stay at the top of the hillardiconditions; yet

they are not exchange their gecekondu to three houses. These people
grow up here.

E28'® mentioned that living in gecekondu resembles to village life. He asserted that

he cannot leave there, even if they forced hinddoso. In the same way, K76

stated that she could not suffer from the caprice of the residents in apartment; thus
she has not even think to I|live there. S
house, | did not want to move into there. | love my gecekoad Mor éover,
said that her gecekondu and its garden provide them many opportunities which
made it better than the pledged house of
used to be beautiful. We have every vehicle for transportation right frars a¥/e

do not pay anything for fruits that are grown in our garden. We experienced the
village | ife hereo. She certainly does |
as death for her. Another interviewee E61 from Eserkent actually justified her
worriesby saying fAmany people come here wit
falling down from the balcony, some of them died in their beds... People get bored

and get down in hereo.

"®E28: He is 61 years old. He is from Kars. He bought his gecekondu in 1985. He has six children.
He is living with his wife and three children. He had worked in Germany. He is retired now.

""K6: She is 55 years old. Shefisr o m Kstanbul. She has been living
tenant and living with many dogs and cats in her gecekondu; although she has a apartment house at
Etlik. She is a retired teacher.

K6: She is 62 years o lmidvingt® Besberit 30 ydans agm théyohads m. Be f ¢
lived in Tepecik Neighbourhood. She is living with her husband in two storey gecekondu oA 375 m

land which is c¢close t o Haahdisdocéneyt.8hefanly incomeniy . They
her hus baentpérsiont et i rem
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Interviewee E9° mentioned that everyone had relatives in this regioomitg to

their hometown. He also added that they were trying to assist the neighbours and
relatives who are in a difficult situation. Therefore, the close relations among
neighbours and relatives ar e highly N
acceptane or resistance decisions. Another instance that can be indicated as a good
example to this issue is the events that Yusuf Kankal 2683s experienced as a

result of the projeét. According to his assertions, his wife accepted the contract
even without mforming him because their close relatives had left the area. Although
he resist against his wi feds decision
gecekondu and eventually after his gecekondu had been demolished, he inevitably
turned to harghouse ih Esgrkentt He sgidahat he had fallen apart

from his wife and seriously had thought the divorce from his wife.

Ee®?said fAHere, everyone knows each ot he

strangers at first glance; yet this cannot be the dassepartment. Whilst we

celebrate our weddings, the street IS N
apart ment s, even spatially wvery <c¢close
wedding. |t is t*hwhdawasteadyto ascepitpelpmjecdin déase 2

"9EQ: He is 61 years old. He is from Ardahan. He and his family came to Derbent Neighbourhood in
1965. His gecekondu which has four rooms is on registered and developed land. Number of
household is two and one of them has income. He is gtaddi@m primary school and retired from
catering company.

8E65: He is 56 years old. He is from Nevkehir. He
They first resided in Ulus. Then after he had retired, he bought a two storey gecekondu orfa 300 m
registered and developed land in Derbent. This land was registered under the name of his wife who

signed the contract without informing him. They took 6000 TL and moved into Eserkent. (This
intervieweeds name i s ment i o/publdisedintheanevesgapdsi s st or
Also, his consent was taken into consideration).

81 This case was also reflected in the press. Details can be found in the section of this thesis that
includes related news about the project.

82E8:Heis59yearsold. Hsi from Sinop. He and his family came
1968 and then moved into Derbent Neighbourhood in 1976. His gecekondu which has five rooms is

on registered and developed land. Number of household is four and one of them has income. He is
graduated from junior high school and retired from a patisserie.

8K12: She is 38 years old. She is from Kéreéek
After they had lived as tenant, they built their gecekondu on her fatHea wd s fefanethey t h
have no right within the project. Number of household is six Her husband gets minimum wage. She
has worked time to time to increase their revenue.

kal e.
e
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getting adequate share from the project was wholly against to living in apartment
because she experienced some instances while she was working in apartments as a
cleaner. She said Alnger. 3aherais évarg kind of peeplee r y 0 n
who can potentially disturb others. We
She indicated that she chose to live in gecekondu instead of moving to apartment.
Likewise, E86* who is a one of the neighbour represenesiof Mamak Right to

Shelter Bureau stated that although their neighbourhood was very comfortable and
they were accustomed to live freely, not to lose economically everything they had
tried negotiating with the municipality. As it is seen most of the gmoei
residents are not willing to leave their neighbourhood where they spend most of
their lives. However, possible economical gains or losses influence their positions
towards the UTP.

Derbent Headman (E2®)indicated as such whilgvaluating the conditions
between Derbent and Eserkent:
We were like villagers from the same village with all other neighbours
regardless of their original born place. All of them educated in the same
school like close relatives. However, now in Eserkbete are various
people who come from all around Ankara. How these people can get along
with others... There are always fights over there. Someone fell down from

the balcony. Someone caught his wife in the elevator with another man.
However, here everyenknows each other.

On this very same issue, many interviewees in Eserkent accepted the chaotic
conditions that experienced previousliespecially as a result of the state
intervention that targeted mostly the poor gecekondu neighbourhoods, many people
in poverty move into Eserkent with their chronic problems. Many residents in

Eserkent mentioned that these people who came among them from other UTP areas

84E86: He is 54 years old. He is from Tunceli. He has been living in Tepecik Neighbourhoed si

he was born. Number of household is four. He introduced themselves as the founders of the Tepecik
Neighbourhood. He is one of the neighbourhood representatives of Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau.
He is a construction foreman. He took part as a left wairtiyist in 70s and imprisoned for 8 years

due to political activities.

85E27: He is 52 years old. He is from Kars. This is his third term as a headman. He is living in
Derbent but also he bought house atthelpmwojped.aya t wo
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led to occurrence of many problems. These people who lived throughout their life
with close friends orelatives in a semi closed systems suddenly faced various
unknown group of people and forced to live with them in a certain area. This
inevitably causes clashes among many neighbours. E62 stated as such:
People in this area are morally deprived. Varioysesy of crimes are
committed here. Drinking, taking drugs, whoring began to spread among
kids. We are feeling ashamed. There is 13 years old girl who was engaged
in here... All mothers accompany their kids until they enter the school.
Parentsareinfeardu t o some of these teensod behavi

the police because they can give harm to us or our family... They beat the
security.

Addtionaly, K23° st ated that hurly burly was hi
buildings which could not be called apadnt due to residents who come from
gecekondu. She added that Eserkent was utterly different place where chaos ruled

everything. K23” mentioned that the fights could occur for no apparent reasons.

Onthe other hand, some interviewees mentioned thatbhreggkipeop | eds conn
from their livelihood and bringing them to different place among different people
inevitably led to certain tensions among residents both in the Eserkent and in
Araplar Neighbourhood. Many former inhabitants of the region expredwsd

complaints about the people in Eserkent. With the establishment of Eserkent at the
beginning of 2000s, population of Araplar Neighbourhood began to increase
drastically (Figure 4.3f. Manygecekondu residents wiiad accepted the UTPs at

their regiontransferred to Araplar Neighbourhood without considering their socio

cultural or economical differences from the existing inhabitants. The former ones

began to share their living space with these people whom they welcomed certainly

86 K23: She is 63 years old. She is from Bolu. She came to Eserkent from Baraj Neighbourhood
within the Northern Ankara UTP. They built their gecekondu in 1975. She is living in one hall one
room house on her own.

87K22: She is 65 yearslh She is from Kars. She came to Eserkent from Dikmen. She had lived in
gecekondu for 30 years. They are 30000 TL in debt due to project. They did not pay instalments due

to administrative courtods stay of e xmkoosehloldien deci s
three. They are living in a one roomone hall house.

8 A decrease in the population of Araplar Neighbourhood observed during the recent years due to
urban transformation project.
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not well. Under theseonditions, the former inhabitants were disturbed by these
we r & statdd ithatn t

new

comer sbo

act

ions

t hat

after people had been transferred to Eserkent from various sides of Ankara, there

occurred robbery which had not expgenced before in their neighbourhood. He

added that many fights had broken out due to clashes among teenagers. He

criticised and blamed the municipality due to social disorders that they were face

with. However, most of the residents mentioned that afigect beneficiaries, who
f°F vaitinin adioither UTP| had transferred to their own houses,

life in Eserkent turned to normal at least in terms of security.
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89E52: He is 25 years old. He has been living in Dostlaghedurhood since he was born. They are
living in a four room gecekondu. The number of household is five. He is against the project.
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very pleased to |iving in gecekondu. He
and relative¥ saartat hib diends. whose farilies signed the
demolition contractire not happy to move into the apartments. It is observed that
especially among residents at these ages desire to stay at the gecekondu due to
unconstrained playgrounds and strong relative and townsman bonds. They feel freer
in gecekondu areas than apagtiiblocks. On the other hand, although high school
teens indicated similar opinions about the gecekondu and apartment lives, they
complained about the insufficieservicefacilities that they could spend their free

time. For instance, K8 mentioned shevas too bored because there was no place
that she and her friends could wander in Derbent. On the other hant,sE2éd

that although theervicefacilities were restricted in gecekondu neighbourhoods and

he could not find enough time to spend withfhisnds from his neighbourhood due

to his and their works, he desired to live in gecekondu because he feels free there.
Likewise, K18 said that she preferred to live in gecekondu instead of apartment
because according to her, everything is restrictedantagnt such as listening loud
music. She added that she just feels secure within her neighbourhood. However,
another teenager K% stated that due to desolation, they began to experience

insecurity in their neighbourhood where had been much better bifeneroject.

provides free access to needy people, whose earnings are less than minimum level of income, benefit
from medical care at the state and some university hospitals and freed from medical drug expenses)
and get social relief fromthe municifitsl

92E11:He is 14 years old. He is from Erzurum. He is going to junior isigihool. He and his family

moved into Derbent 4 years ago from their hometown. Number of household is seven and just his

dad works as lumberman. They are tenantinagecekon wi t h t hree rooms. They
and getsocial relief fromthe municipality.

#K18: She is 16 years old. She is from Kérkehir.
Number of household is four. His father is a ceramic worker in the cotistrac

94E24: He is 18 years old. He is from Ankara. He and his father were born in Derbent. His father is
46 years old. He is the third generation. He is graduated from high school. They sold their
gecekondu. They will move into apartment in Misket Ntigurhood. The number of household is
four. He is the only person working in his family. He is a cashier in a restaurant. His fatheris a
plumber but he cannot work due to his illness.

9 K14: Sheis 17 years old. She is from Erzurum. She is a high sshmi@nt. She is the third

generation. Her grandparents built their gecekondu 47 years ago in Derbent. Her parents moved into
another gecekondu after marriage. Her father is retired public servant. They hatahsipu

document for 300 m2 land. The numinéthousehold is seven. Her brother and his wife are living

with them. She is daughter of K13.
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E23 shared similar views with her and indicated that although he really liked to live
in gecekondu neighbourhood, a child could not be raised such a place due to social
problems that influence the whole behaviours of children. K19 who ischdeat

i rejil Anatolian Girlsd Vocational Schoo

had even considered residing in project neighbourhoods due to social problems. She
added that she did not want to raise her little child in these neighbourhoods.
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Figure 4.4. Distribution according to Age Groups in Derbent NeighbourhoodSource: TSI
Census of Population 2000)

Some interviewees mentioned that the effect of traumatic conditions due to moving
from gecekondu to apartment could be decreased if close neighbours were
transferred altogether one from another. It was seen during the field research that
people want to lie in their neighbourhood where they spent their whole life and
people want to live with their neighbours who play significant role during the
emergence of the community and solidarity within it. EB®w attentionto the
conditions of people who accepteadaleft the area. He asserted that although many

of his relatives signed the contract and left the area, they could not separated or
disconnected from Mamak and began to come together with other relatives again in
Mamak. On the other hand, E2Ostated by pinting the marketed transformed

apartments close to Derbent that gecekondu residents had gave their rights to

%E20: He is 54 years old. He is from ¢ankéreée. His
been working as a transporter for 20 years. He rent a pla@erbent to do his job.
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contractor and they got at least one houses at the very same place of their
gecekondus; therefore they maintain to live together with the pedm deeply get
used to one another. Another interviewee E32 who had been experienced this
transformation mentioned as such:

Moving among residents who have already resided in apartment for a

while creates serious problems. It is hard to live in an apattnvhose

order is established. However, in our case contractors build the apartment

and all our neighbours came directly from gecekondu. Therefore, we
become get used to altogether.

Besides the broken relations, demolishment and decreasing number tgtjpopu
(Figure 4.5) influenced negatively the living conditions in UTP neighbourhoods in
various aspects. One of them is the seaionomic life of the residents within these
regions turned to misery. E28 indicated that they were not opposed to stateybut t
were really in difficult condition. He added that no grocery, butcher and market
remained in the region. Many residents go to Mamak centre to provide their basic
needs. It also takes too much time. On the very same issdé,n&htioned her

views as fabws:

Living among these wreckages are too hard. For just one bread or
something, we are going to everywhere with the service vehicles. When
our guests come, we are wretched. We become obliged to go to Mamak
centre everyday to provide our basic needs. Weeghausted due to come
and go. We are in a difficult condition. Guests can come suddenly. We
have to make storage of foods yet we have not enough money to buy more
than we need every time. Especially for winter, the conditions become
worse. The other day guest came. | came here to buy bread; but the
grocery was closed. Therefore, | went to Mamak to buy it. When | turned
home, my guest was bored to death. Itis very hard to live here.

97K5: She is 40 years old. She is from Ardahan. She has been living in Derbent for 20 years. They

are sitting in a gecekondu that has 4 rooms at
in law who had lived in Ddent for 50 years. Household number is seven. Her two children have
constant illness. Her husband is not working.

pension 900 TL. She is against the project.
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The relations among residents are also negatively influenced from the project.
Firstly, most of the tenants forced to leave their houses. While some of them found
another gecekondu in their neighbourhoadd had chance to postpone the
exclusionthat will be experiencedventually under these conditions from the area,

some others moved into areas where the rent payments, services and facilities are
reasonable. Some residents indicated that as a reswtrfliions, everyone most
probably would move into different areas to keep their cost of living down and they
would fall apart, although they had became like a family in the course of time. For

i nstance E20 said by i ndi ardaimatoggthethyes fr i e
in case the demolition of this building, he will move into Sincan, other one move

i nto somewhere and so on. Soli d¥sadty is
that although there had been strong solidarity, interaction andorelaith every

neighbour after the project all the neighbour relations broke up due to decreasing

number of population. K8 pointed that the relations began to worsened ten years

%8E41: He is 52 years old. He is from Ygmt. He has been living in Derbent for 50 years. He is

second generation that begins to live in gecekondu. The number of household is three. He has a child
who is going to junior higtschool. He has no legal document on land that they live. He is retired
shoemaker. Their only income is his retirement pension.

99K 13: She is 48 years old. She is from Erzurum. She has been living in Derbent for 47 years. Her
parents are the first generation. After she had married, she moved into another gecekondu. They
have aputahsis document for 3002rtand. Her husband is retired public servant. The number of
household is seven. She is mother of K14. They did not accept the project.
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ago. According to her the people she closely knew left the area to whbéher t
children or tenants and consequently the number of strangers in her neighbourhood

began to increase.

Further more, E41 said that due to desol :
someone commits a murder, no one becomes aware of it under timelsons.
There are people who come here to drink alcohol and make love. There is no
neighbour remaining. W¥stated that glthosgh helisiav i n g
man, he is in fear while trying to reach his home after sun goes down. Similarly, K6
menioned that they were living in fear due to loneliness after her neighbours had
moved into. She continued as such:
Most of the residents who have children left here due to insecurity. For
instance, my neighbour said cause will acce

he has a teenager daughter. No one remained here. | cannot go anywhere.
My husband went to village, so | called my son to come here.

According to the national address database of General Directorate of Population and
Citizenship Affairs bound to Mistry of Interior the number of dwelling is 3165 for
Derbent Neighbourhood in 2010, whilst the number of population, according to the
Turkish Statistical Institute database, is 3678 for the same year. When this number
is divided into average household nwembwhich is four for the Derbent
Neighbourhood, 919.5 is found as a total resided dwelling. Therefore, this
calculation indicates that there are more than 2000 vacant dwellings. Under these
conditions, although some of these dwellings can be demolishbohwie project,
normally the remaining ones create desolation for the dwellers that are decisive to
reside in their gecekondu neighbourhood. As it is mentioned also by the
interviewees, this brings serious problems to the residents of the neighbourhoods.
Consequently, the demolitions destruct not only the gecekondus but also the social

relations and living space that mean a lot to gecekondu dwellers.

WE81: He is 44 years old. He is from Ajchoge. He ha
Derbent due to closeness to his motiner aw who is residing in Kayack.

134



4.2.2. Sociespatial Differences

During the field research, it is seen that many interviewetther for or against

the project have certain problems due to sapiatial conditions both in their
gecekondu neighbourhood and newly moved into apartment blocks. Many
interviewees indicated these problems as the reasons why they have negative or
positive atttudes towards the project. As it abserved during the socmultural
differences evaluation, the habitus and the possessed forms of capitals played
significant rol e whil st t he gemt@k o nd u
conditions and differexes between gecekondu and apartment houses. Moreover, it
should be mentioned that the implementations of the authority directly contributed

to formation of negative and positive opinions among the dwellers.

Interviewee E7°! told that many people had med into Eserkent due to free
natural gas for heating; yet, they stuck to those highly small houses. He sees no
different between the houses in Eserkent and jail or chicken coop. E4 explained
why he chose to be a tenant instead of moving to Eserkent vitingptheir number
of population. He saithat:

When we accepted the project, our household number had been six. My

dad passed away five months ago. We could not handle in houses with just

two rooms even three rooms. Somehow, we consented to stay in larger

ones not to pay rent; yet, they said that there is queue to reside in these

houses... As a head of the family, as a father, as a husband | just want to

comfort my family. We had been thinking to move into apartment for
years.

K7 mentioned that municipgy offered them one hall and one room houses from
Eserkent because their number of population was two; however, she indicated that
due to their three children and their kids who frequently visit them they have no
chance to fit into there. Moreover, manyeirviewees who moved into Eserkent

said that they had had to either throw away their stuff or remove them to storage.

101E7: He is 57 years old. He is from Erzurum. He and his family came to Derbent Neighbourhood
in 1991. His gecekondu which is two storeys and has six rooms is on regsere@veloped land.
Number of household is eight and two of them have income. He is graduated from high school and
retired fromthe private cleaning company.

135



Beyond that, many families could not get adequately large houses that are required
to hold the whole family members together. E61 whaoalpetg live in Eserkent two
years ago stated his views on this issue as such:

Here is like a detention camp... Many families separated and fell apart. For

instance, my son and his wife were live with us in gecekondu which

appropriate for the whole family.f#er this process had begun, | desired to

move into bigger houses in Eserkent; yet, they gave these houses to people

who bribed them. Although my population number is seven, they did not

give me bigger house. | moved into smaller one, and my son rented a

house apart from us. Thanks to God (sarcastically) they created separated
families. We are waiting in suspense.

E61 indicated that his wife had fried fish and it stank for couple of days in their hall
where they spent all their life in it at honfg33'°2 was certainly against living in

Eserkent and resembled these houses to the prefabricated shelters that are provided

to the earthquake victims. Besides men, women also complained about the
insufficiencies of the houses in Eserkent. K1 mentioned thathhd problems due

to smallness of the lodging houses. She indicated that they could barely live in there
with four popul ations. AThe kitchen is i
bedroom. .. The balcony is toid Kls Thel I to
inappropriateness of providing houses having one hall and one room to the large
families are frequently declared by the interviewees. It is also mentioned that there

are houses which has one hall and two rooms provided to large families ieserk

yet during field research it is mostly stated that the families whose population is five

or six stay in one hall and one room houses due to scarcity of and excess demand to
these one hall and two rooms larger houses. K1 said that many of the regide nts

resist against the project did not give their gecekondu to authority because their
population number is highly enough to fit into these small houses. They have to fall

apart to move into Eserkent.

102E33: He is 77 years old. He is from Ankara. He has been living in gecekondu since 1966. K7 is
his wife. They got another gecekondu in Bojazi-i.
return. He is retired from Turkish State Railways. His children are residing different parts of Ankara.
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Whilst evaluating the conditions in apartment, E8 saidlo mp ul sor i | y, we
in there (Eserkent) like a corpse. We have to, although it is better to get
under ground. No one wants to |ive there:
and freer living conditions of the gecekondu as sufficient reason® mobve into

apartment blocks.

Besides smallness, some interviewees indicated that especially one hall and one
room houses provided in Eserkent are inappropriate to their culture. E20 pointed his
views on Eserkent as such:

The houses are very small. Ithard to live for four persons in one room.

There are just one room kitchen, one bedroom and one bathroom. There is

no other room. You will come to visit me and sit on the room while my
wife is cooking. And you will watch her. Itis impossible.

K1 also said that her daughter had become sick from after they had come to
Eserkent due to dirtiness of the apartment. Now she suffers from pulmonary cyst
and has been treated for one and a half year. When it is asked the reason of
dirtiness, she said

60 houses are together. My daughter became sick here due to germs. Many

people uses the elevator, many of them push the buttons. Kid touches and

put her hand to her mouth. Although | am clean at home, the inside of the
apartment is more significant. lhart, there are health problems here.

Moreover, she said that she was worried
playing in the balcony or apartment wells; because they are sitting at the tenth floor.
As it is understood from this assertion peopdpecially woman can be faced with

serious conditions in terms of their kids.

Another problem that gecekondu residents questioned about the Eserkent and also
the apartment life is the high rising building structures. E26 stated that he like many
others dd not want to live in 15 storey apartment buildings. ¥3Supported him

103E25: He is 64 years old. He is from Konya. He and his family came to Derbent in 1966. He has
three gecekondus on the same land. After they had built the first one in 1966, the second and the
third ones were built in 1970 for his children. He is retired.i$lliving with his wife.
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and said even if he accepted the project; he would want to move into a detached
house with a huge garden instead of apartment. It is seen during the field research
that the gecekondesidents who get used to live at most two storey buildings can

face harsh conditions in apartments due to height. Especially aged residents in
gecekondu have worries about how to reach upper storeys in case any electricity cut

or elevator breakdown. Theseo st |y downplayed changes ¢

lives that are spent under totally different conditions.

On the other hand, it is seen during the field research that many gecekondu
buildings have better structural and environmental conditions lib#mapartment

houses and luxury villas. Besides, there are also apartment buildings that were
planned to be demolished within the project (Figure 4.6). Some interviews were
also made with these apartmentos resi de
willing to become a part of this project. One of them'®i&tated that although the
residentsdé intents were negative to the
highly bounded to the solidarity among them. The cracks among them would surely

and inevitaby I ncrease the possible pressure or
one resident accepts the project in apartment, easily and quickly the others will
follow him/hero. On this very same I ss
residents have to accefite project because gecekondu is not the final point that

they can reach. However, according to him, in terms of spatial conditions there is
nothing beyond the apartment house. Therefore, besides opposing gecekondu
residents, the people who reside alreadyapartment houses constitute serious
opposing forces against the project due to their already acquired rights and life

conditions.

104E16: He is 46 years old. He is from Manisa. He has been living in Derbent for 22 years. He also
lived at Dutluk and Bojazi-i in the project area.
He also has agecekondn 256 il and at Boj azi - i . He is a teacher.
as Séhheéeye close to city centre.
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Figure 4.6. Views of Apartments in Derbent NeighbourhoodSource: Personal
Archieve)

As it is indicated athe beginning, the implementations of the authority have certain
effects on the gecekondu dwellerséd nega:
that municipality created during demolitions in Derbent Neighbourhood were
mostly criticized by the gecekonduesidents. Due to demolitions, the
neighbourhood turned to battlefield and residents began to live among wreckages
(Figure 4.7). Even though, this issue as it is indicated above frequently discussed in
some newspapers, no solution was introduced to solseptbblem by authority.

The gecekondu debris was not razed and residents who want to stay in their
gecekondu were forced live under these unhealthy and insecure environmental
conditions. These conditions were variously evaluated by the interviewees. For
instance, E4 who accepted the project sa
initial demolitions, there occurred rats coming from sewage system. In addition,

they do not raze the debris of gecekondus. There is a problem due to this. But apart

fromthatt her e i s no any probl em. Garbage 1is

Figure 4.7. Views of the gecekondus among wreckages in Derbent Neighbourho&d(rce:
Personal Archive)
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Another interviewee KlZ2preferred the demolition of vacamecekondusones

because according to her, vagabonds or homeless people could choose these houses
to settle. She said that demolition was better; otherwise they could not live in their
neighbourhood due to security. However, many residents were very angry about the
conditions that they live in when they compare it to the past of their neighbourhood.

K5 mentioned that although their neighbourhood was very clean and in peace in the
past, then they began to live among garbage and with the rats after the project. Also,
shetold that due to strangers such as scrap dealers, burglars, drunks, vagabonds,
they could not spend time just in front of their homes. Also, some residents
mentioned that they could not walk around after sun goes down due to broken and

not repaired stredamps. It was stated that at once the telephone wires were cut
weeklong. E72 who is a municipal police mentioned that they received complaint

calls about scrap dealers. He added that although they were trying to prevent such
undesired conditions, the pesge of scrap dealers were normal in these semi
demolished neighbourhoods. On the other hand, a police officer (E54) who is on
duty at the project region during the last 20 years mentioned that the crime rates are
really low in there because of familiartyf r esi dent s. He said
others in here. Under any case, WwWe respo
stated that some people were exaggerating the conditions or telling lies about the
situations. Although there is no proof such as erimacords to verify the claims of

both residents and officers, the unrest is obvious among society. Moreover,
residents began to question the intent of authority behind this irresponsibly created
ruinous area. E65 stated that the authority tried to intiteidesidents to accept the

project via not preventing theft and not cleaning the neighbourhoods from debris. In

the same way, interviewee Hfew attentiont o t he municipality
demolitions that ended up with the occurrence of barely livealdeepl He
mentioned that they are desperate against various insects and no one including the
headman of the neighbourhood can do anything due to ignorance of municipality.

He said fAbibbers and drunks come here a
theymn away. o0 Families worry about t heir
neighbourhood. This can be indicated as another reason why people have tendency

to sign the contract and leave their gecekondu, since many residents who resisting
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signing the contract ra living among undesired environmental and social
conditions. Therefore, it cannot be ignored that due to these conditions, residents
are forced to accept the project that includes no exact time and place for the pledged
houses. By this way, the municigglholds high autonomy against the residents

during the process.

E9 mentioned that their location is highly appropriate to access to the city centre
such as Ulus via public transportation; yet he had concerns in case they are forced
to move into midék of nowhere. E33 said that he had three ways very close to his
gecekondu to reach everywhere by various vehicles (Figure 4.8). E14 indicated his
views as follows:
It takes 10 minutes to Kézélay and Ul us
Bat ékent , t @&tk Sinoan. Youeaneo everywhere in Ankara
and city centre from here. If you have patient, you are immediately there...
We are not a peripheral neighbourhood. We are at the centre of Ankara.
The municipality and di slese heetThegover nor 6s
city is becoming closer to us but they are pushing us back. Are we second

or third class; it appears as such. We are third class. While the city is
becoming closer, they are forcing us to stay far from it.

E32 indicated that hisuc | e who used to work in Kézeél
Derbent due to direct and easy transportation opportunities. However, according to

him, they had been forced to leave the area due to fear of desolation and insecurity.
Headman of Derbentirew atentionto availability of the hospitals in terms of
closeness to their neighbourhood. He indicated that living in other districts of
Ankara such as Ke-i°ren, Er yaman, Bat eke
opportunity to its inhabitants. Many inteewees have similar comments on the

issue of accessibility of the area. The various ways to reach city centres such as
train, public buses and dolmusPprovide cheap and easy ways especially for low

paid workers.

105 polmush is a public transportation vehicle run privately and resembles physically to minibus.
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On the other hand, the authority creates unliveable places for the gecekondu
residents who resist the project whilst providing many opportunitiéketgpeople
who sign the project contract and move into Eserkent. K1 said abosethee
facilities in Eserkent mass Housing Artduat:

There are computer courses. Gymnastic course was newly opened. Market

has been opened for two months. The public Hag not come here; yet

we, Mamak people, struggled and collected signs. Now public buses come

in site. There was nothing here. We were going to city centre to satisfy our

needs. But now market was opened, park was reconstructed. It becomes
better day by aly.

El claimed that they have many opportunities in that area unlike gecekondu such as
family life centre. K26 who is a teacher at Great Municipality of Ankara ANFA

Elementary School in Eserkent also mentioned that due to brand new school,
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students foundnore chance to get better education. Some women are also satisfied
with the security service that is provided by Great Municipality of Ankara. They
said that there occurs limited numbers of severe incidents which was just among
teenagers. On the other hamehen it is asked to woman how they spent their spare
time in Eserkent, it is seen that they mostly go out and sit on meadows in summer
time or they come together in oneb6s hou:
be mentioned that although thereaidarge park in front of their apartment blocks;
they mostly chose very close places to their apartments; because park is mostly
dominated by men. Therefore, women can become visible mostly close areas to
their houses. On the other hand, they mentionedinktead of shopping malls time

to time they go to Ulus for shopping and prefer to go zoo and green areas for picnic
with their family. Moreover, there are limited numbers of working women who are

mostly employed in service sector such as cleaning anctcated

About the life conditions in Eserkent, E1 stated that if someone tells that he or she
i's not pleased to be in Eserkent Mass H
weather s/he ideologically opposed or expects more economic share from the
project K1 is very pleased due to heating system that works with natural gas. She
said Awe are very comfortable in the wir
that some problems were not bothering them because heating system was working
and we are livingneatly and cleanly. K14 stated that many of the gecekondu
residents had accepted the project to live the apartment life because it was a real
problem to deal with stove and coal in gecekondu. Similarly,'#4tho moved
into Eserkent via accepting the prdjgrinciples said that he was very pleased to
living in Eserkent. He indicated his positive attitudes about the conditions as such:

We are very happy here. Heaters are working. May god be pleased with

them (municipality). They are not takihg money for leest Our houses

are also good. We are in peace. Thank god... Municipality cares about us.
(While he was pointing the gecekondus at the down of the Eserkent

E71: He is 60 yeares. oHed.harle liisvefdr o m @aencke&krondu u
Eserkent two years ago. He came to Derbent from |
education. He used to have tagainsis document and his gecekondu used to be at the top of the hill

on 334 i land undethe construction prohibition. Now he is residing with his wife in Eserkent. His

children earn their livings. He is retired.
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buildings, he added) There cannot be life among these garbage pies. We
bored and almost died in ga@ndu through 60 years. We suffered a lot
from stove, coal, mess... My hands have just healed. | have felt my hands
for two years.

K5 indicated her feelings when it was asked her preference in terms of gecekondu
and apartment as follows:

| off course want to live in apartment sparkling life, sparkling place. It is

too hard here... There is no positivity of gecekondu. In every week,

cleaning stove, moving its pail, chopping wood, taking coal are whole

mess. Off course apartment is cleaner. We aa&ting water to take

shower. Apartment is clean and hot. We became older in this mess.

Cleaning door, cleaning chimney, painting and repairing cannot be
completed in gecekondu. It made us old.

The advantages of natural gas and its effects are statederitgqby people
whether they are for or against the project. Gecekondu people are faced with harsh
conditions especially in coleveathers to heat their homes. Conventional systems
that require coal and wood can be highly challenging while preparing, dgeand

using it. It is seen via the numbers that the residents in Derbent Neighbourhood
mostly use coal and then wood (Figure 4.9). For instance!’E&®o is against the
project was moved into apartment due to troubles that his wife experienced in
gecekond. Similarly, E23 mentioned that he had wanted to move into apartment to
get rid of the problems of stove which caused huge burden for his mother who has

serious lumbar pairTherefore, this relief can be understood under these conditions.

107E26: He is 56 years old. He is from Sivas. He came to Derbent in 1962. Before they moved into
Derbent, he had residedatNATRo ad and | rejil Neighbourhood. He

has both an apartment house at Tuzlu-ayeéer Neighbc

but still working as an international truck driver.
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Figure 4.9. Fuel Type Using for Heating in the Building in Derbent Neighbourhood $ource:
TSI 2000 Building Census)

As it is seen, on the one hand, most of the residents in Derbent were directing
serious accusations to the Great Municipality of Ankara Mayor Mékhk - e k d ue
to creation of unliveable neighbourhood. On the other hand, many of others in
Eserkent Mass Housing Area are very pleased due to services that are provided by

the municipality.

4.3. Economic Gain or Loss for the Gecekondu Dwellers

One of the controversial issues that aroused with the initiation of the project was the
economic advantages and disadvantages of the project on the gecekondu residents.
Although all gecekondu residents are assumed having similar economic capitals by
many people, due to differences in their incomes, property/tenure structures,
physical conditions of the structure ar
differ one from another. Thus, besides the effects of social, cultural, symbolic
capitals and habitus, emkness or strength of economic capital of gecekondu

residents has to be indicated as one of the most influential determinant that shapes
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the perspectives of residents towards the project. Even if the economic capital of the
residents cannot be indicated the unique variable that points out the people
motivations while accepting or rejecting the project, it is an undeniable truth that it

has a certain transformation capacity on other forms of capitals especially under

such an issue. As tt is mentioned dref housing issue is at the very core of
economic transactions and investments. T

incentives and evaluations are become highly significant within this project.

Under these conditions, it is observed during thed fieesearch that some
interviewees on the one hand mentioned that many of gecekondu residents resist to
the project due to their economical expectations are not satisfied with the quantity

or conditions of houses that are suggested within the projeciglemcOn the other

hand, some interviewees indicated that people are highly pleased due to the
economic advantages of the project. The intents of the gecekondu owners were

|l abelled as either O6égreedinessd or Opur
with the initiation of the project another severe cleavage that should be critically

evaluated emerged in the gecekondu residents.

Before going into further details, it is beneficial to point out some basic economic
features of residents in Denite Neighbourhood in order to acquire general
knowledge about t heir assertionsd econo
labour force in Derbent (Figure 4.10) indicates that majority of population not in

labour force. This basically stems from the high bemof retired men, house wife

and young population in the area. Therefore, it can be inferred that one waged has

to compensate ot her twobs expenses besi
residentsd positions at wutiéns (Fifureg.12) e 4. 1
are considered, these people are low paid workers. Moreover, the field research
pointed out that most of the working gecekondu dwellers are blue collar workers

who get limited income daily or monthly.
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Therefore, as many interviewees indicated that Derbent Neighbourhood is a place

where low income owner population reside in. However, it should be noted that

there are also economically relatively powerful residewho acquired certain
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wealth whether by selling their lands at their hometowns or with the assistance of

their wealthier children.

Under these conditions, whilst some interviewees were responding positively, some

of them criticises the heavy burdens$ tbe projects. Most of the interviewees
claimed that the equivalents that are of
land, structure, extension and tree losses played significant role while people
choosing their sides. According to the data that vggven by municipality, it can

be mentioned that most of the gecekondu owners take between 10000 TL and
75000 TL equivalents in return for their as$&t¢Figure 4.13). Consequently, some
residents who had found municaledwmlegat y6s ¢
experts to determine their land and debris equivalent!®38entioned that in the

leadership of him, totally 46 neighbours called a legal expert in rom administrative

court in 2007. K¥'° stated that they had given money to expert to findtbheir
gecekonduods real equivalent. According t
35000 TL, whilst expert was assessing 85000 TL. Similarly, E33 who was not
satisfied by the municipalityods equi val
anywhere if he @ not buy another house with the offered money. He added that in

case the municipality paid his money in advance, he could leave his gecekondu.

108 The total equivalent of each parcel consists of land, structure, extension and tree equivalents. It
can be seen that one person posses more than one parcel in Derbent Neighbourhood. The total
equivalent is 107,589,819.13 TL in Derbent Neighbourhood.

109E58 He is 59 years old. He is from Tokat. He came to Ankara in 1971. He has been living in
Derbent for 26 years. He is living with his wife
(stream) on 300 fregistered and developed land. He worked in Maxcal and Chemical Industry,

Ankara Municipality and he is retired from Yenimahalle Municipality. While he was working, he

used to be very active in labour unions.

0Kk7: She is 65 years old. She is from Amikair.a. Th

E33 is her husband. She is |iving with him in one
(steam)jon196fr egi st ered and developed land. Her husbar
Rail way 6. She is against the project.
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Figure 4.13. Distribution of Equivalents in Derbent Neighbourhood according to Number of
Parcel (y= Number ofParcel, x= TL) (Source: Raw data is taken from New Mamak Urban
Transformation Project Coordination Centre of Great Municipality of Ankara and graphic prepared
by the author)

Besides the complaints about the insufficient compensations, many residents
indicated that they had no economical power to overcome the burdens of the
project. K5 indicated that they number of population were seven and their only
income was 900 TL per month. Under these conditions, she reproached the state
and rightfully asked howwo meet the economic requirements of the project every
month. E8 said that he would be in debt for paying off 9000 TL in case accepting
the project agreement. Moreover, his daughter who used to be a tenant in Derbent
Neightourhood moved into Sincan becater landlord signed therojectcontract.
Whilst she was paying 100 TL rent per month for the gecekondu in Derbent, now
she is paying 280 TL including porteros
residents give pots of money; but no need to spemdegnin there. She told one
instance as follows:

My uncle left from here. Then he felt regret. He moved into apartment but

he was taking rent subsidy. He had sat there for seven or eight months.

Then he did not deal with the 3800 TL rent payment per mtdnand he

bought a house via credit. Now he is in debt. His house used to be
beautiful but he moved into.
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On the other hand, there were interviewees who found the project implementation
principles economically highly appropriate especially far tasidents who possess

no legal document for their lands. For instance, E71 stated that the municipality
provided houses in Kusunlar for the people who have no legal document to put in a
claim for their settled land. According to him, these people wilaheowner of a
house by just paying 400 TL per month. He sees this policy for the benefit for all.
However, some interviews indicated that this cannot be the case for all residents.

For instance, E41 who has no legal document mentioned his views as such:

| am retired. | will be in debt to buy the provided house from Kusunlar.
The municipality is trying to intimidate by saying not to provide these
houses. They are not giving house for free... They want 8000 TL payment
cash in advance. | will give my retiremtepension to its payments through

15 years. | cannot pay its expenses such as heating system, electricity,
water whilst paying house payments. | do not know, whether we will be
death or alive till this time. My child is going to school. His expenses will
become higher day by day. No one employs retired ones. | am 52 years
old, how many years can | continue to work... If | somehow do not pay the
instalments, they will take the home. | am sitting here without paying
anything. Also, they are just paying 80 T t o my gecekonduds
equivalent. It is a real pity... Also Kusunlar is in middle of nowhere. The
public transportation is highly limited. | do not know how my son come
and go to school from there. Here (Derbent) is highly available for
transportationThey broke our serenity.

Although it seems that municipality provides houses as a relief to the residents who
have no legal document on their land; due to heavy economical burden for low
income residents and the accessibility problem of the newebpiisturns to deep

sorrow instead of support. For instance, E28 said that he had to be rich and had a

car to |ive there. He added sarcastical/l

to go thereo. On this issue Hbesabemtmsn of

problem in certain extent. He said that the municipality could provide houses to
people who had no legal document within their very same neighbourhood within the

project boundaries via paying their debts. Even if this does not offer a retmedy

these peoplebdbs economical concerns, it

exclusion from their livelihood. Otherwise, these people will be face with harsh

conditions in their living spaces after moving.
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According to i nt eerearie peomeenhodhadaesomoenic traulmes s , t
due to the project. Some interviewees said that they had forgone their legally owned
houses and become in debt. For instance one of them stated that she had to reduce
expenses and began to take social relief fromrmionpality due to economic

troubles. However, she was still defending the project and authority that put her in a
difficult position. Just for the housing except other expenses, E4 pays 400 TL for
rent and 382 TL for pl edgaeaidpaltypaer menths deb't
E4 stated that the o6rent subsidydé of mu
many of others, he was appreciated to this relief. Nonetheless, E14 stated that there
were residents who turned back to gecekondu because theytdidfraoy the costs

of being tenant. Likewise, K4 who is a tenant in Derbent said that the rent payments
were higher at the newly moved into areas and the rent subsidy was not sufficient to
compensate the rent expenses; therefore the people who acceptpjdut

became regretful and began to turn back. She also made a striking comment that it

Is said to the people who were in difficult position due to excessive rent payments

that they rebuild their gecekondu to stay at their previous location. Although a
newly built gecekondu was not observed during the field research, some residents
who signed the project contract whether tried to find appropriate houses in Eserkent
Mass Housing Area or turned back to stay another affordable gecekondu in their
previous neghbourhood due to their economic conditions. K5 said on this very

same issue that the people who move into Eserkent was in comfort but others who
became tenant had to deal with very harsh conditions. She mentioned that even if

the population is high, thacceptors should move into Eserkent, otherwise paying

rent is too difficult to defray the costs. Therefore, it can be said that the rent subsidy

provided by the municipality is just sufficient to reside as a tenant in another

gecekondu. Furthermore, some s$i dents especially resist
subsidyd as al ms. They said that t hey
municipality under the name of o6rent su
called as Orent equi v antieated as a aetied bytthe i s s |
municipality.
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Most of the opposing residents believe that under the project principles municipality
deceives them to get their assets from their hands in return for almost nothing when
it is compared t os. Tbeo equivalant differercés betweand i t i
contractorled transformation very next to Mamak UTP region and currentigdte
transformation projects encourages these residents and it is frequently indicated as a
reason to oppose to the project. However, ittbase mentioned at this point that,
the authority in New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre claimed that the
improvement plans had been completed in 1996 and the construction prohibition
took effect in 2007 for the whole project area; however, as he indicategte
construction of few apartments, nothing has been experienced for the sake spatial
transformation. He added that the contractors were not interested with this region
due to lower level rents. Also there are other claims that the residents who had had
tendency to give their gecekondu to the contractor did not satisfy with the offered
share by contractors. E20 said that although some contractors had been interested in
this district, the gecekondu owners found offers insufficient and did not accept the
%35 share instead of %50. Against these two contradictory assertions that came
from residents and authority, it is asked to the interviewees that what the reasons
behind not dealing with the contractors were. For instance E14 stated his ideas as
follows:

People (who want to give their houses to contractor) were faced with

G°k-ek obstacle. There are many issues

municipality during this construction process. They did not let contractors

make buildings via not giving licence. Othgse, people were ready to

give their gecekondus to contractor for bigger shares. My father has a

house on 370 fland. In those days, they gave us two houses but my

father did not accept. Then we dealt with contractor for three houses.

However, this timemunicipality did not let him and avoided from giving

the necessary licences. Under these conditions the contractors could not

enter to this area. They did not want the contractors here. This is the

project. This is the trick in their mind. They are waijttill people give up.
In fact, most of them gave up and went by cursing them.

Some intervieweedrew attentiorio the diminishing urban rents within this project.
They believe that with the UTP their equivalents are decreased when it is compared

in case dealing directly with contractors. For instance, some owners said that while
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constructors were presenting them two houses, the project is offering just one and
making them in debt. K6 stated that the municipality immediately declared the
project andrestrained contractors from building apartments to the area after some
contractors tended to enter to this region. She pointed the apartments that were
constructed in Derbent to support her assertion. On the other hand, E33 indicated
that the cost of larvery next to UTP area were almost three times higher than
what was given to their l andsd as an eq!l
also confirmed by one and only real estate agent (E59) in Derbent as such:

When the land prices per square metrthin the project area and very

next or close areas to UTP boundaries are compared, the prices should be

600 TL instead of municipalityds price 2
because municipality has already had more than half of the project land.

These accusations and reproaches that came from the residents on the issue of rent
are indicated as the basic reason behind the resisting attitude of people against the
project. Because especially some people continuously questions the intent of the
authaity, and whether it will be or not they believe that their lands will gain more
value by this intervention; therefore they are not only defending their living area but
also they try to increase their economical gain as much as possible. However,
municipal servants asserted that they tried to produce rent just for the sake of
gecekondu dwellers in this region. Servants disew attentiorto the infertility of
the region in terms of rents and critici
diminishing lanl rent return within the project. One important figure from the Great
Municipality of Ankara indicated said as such on this issue:
This project is a huge chance for Mamak. We are providing them rent in a
place where come to no good up until now. Althowgh have half of the
whole area, we are giving house to every
t wo houses if | gave my land to contract
just one house but we have to compare their reel values. Instead of two
houseseachen costs 50000 TL, our one houseoés
We are increasing the quality and the
apartments are both poor in terms of infrastructure and among gecekondus

which create pollution when they are compareduorewly created city.
We have to consider the reel value of the houses.

p |
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These assertions are also shared especially by some of the residents who accepted
the project. K1 said that she saw the project of the pledges houses and became very
pleaseddu¢ o | uxury of it. E1 who accepted al
end of the project, | will be owner of a house by taking additional 20000 TL without
any debt and trouble. We are not paying any money for house rent and heating. We
are just receivingills for electricity, water and natural gas that we use for cooking
and hot water o. E71 who stayed in Eserk
conditions. He said that he would be owner of a house as paying rent per month
without any heater expens&nother acceptor resident E3?# stated that although
contractors had offered him four houses, he signed the contract with municipality in
order to take three houses and additional 31000 TL because he believed that
Obuil ding and s el bythe grivate t@anstreiceors are onplaanted uc t e
and environmentally insufficient. He mentioned as such:
I f | accepted the O6building and sellingb
TL. However, | can sell one hose at a price of 150000 TL or 200000 TL at

least. Wesaw it in the meeting. Certainly, it (the project) will be good. The
guality will be high and the conditions will be better.

E80 also indicated that although he had paid almost 35000 TL to the municipality,
he believes that when he takes the pledgmabdy, he can sell it at 200000 TL. He
told that if he can compensate the obligatory payments such as heating,
environmental monitoring, security, janitor at the beginning, then he wants to sell
his house immediately. Moreover, E43 who is the Headman of Aplar

Neighbourhood was also very satisfied from the project instead of contlagtor

MlE37:Heis66years | d. He is from ¢orum. He came to Ankar
gecekondu at Yukaré Ayrancé (a district in Ankar e
his second gecekondu at the top of the hill. Finally he built his current tow gfecekondu on

relatively less steep area at Derbent in 1974. His land is 618aweloped and registered. He

accepted the project. He has an apartment house out of the area and he will move into there. He used

to works as an electrician; yet via clientélislations he had began to work in municipality and he

retired fromthere. His wife passed away. He is living with his children. The number of household is

six. He has monthly income of 1000 TL.

112E43: He is 58 years old. He is from Ankara. islen inhabitant of Araplar Neighbourhood. It is

his first election period as a headman. He used to work as a public servant before he was retired. He
is a real drumbeater of the project. He accepted project and gave his gecekondu. Now they are living
in Eserkent in two rooms and one hall house. The number of household is six.
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transformation because of the opportunities provided to the residents. He said that
no contractor has given any debris equivalent or rent aid to the land owners. He
beleves that under these conditions even if the beneficiaries could not get their
pledged houses within five years, they would be still in benefit. Furthermore, some
interviewees see that the region has really promising future in terms of
development. E28 si t hat t he project area woul d I
the central metropolitan district of Ankara. E52 also shared the same view and
mentioned that in the close future due to convenience to main arterial roads their
region would be issue knd its¢passilklity yvare asked to she
responsible servant in municipality. He answered as such:

There remains no such a huge area that closes to city centre. Huge areas

within the project area next to Samsun Road are highly available for

especially big shopping malls which are very popular in Ankara.

Therefore, investors have eye on these lands... This region is a place that

the people who Ilive in ¢ankaya can arri
district via roads.

Although these capitaldw may not be observable in the short run but it is highly
expectable in the long run. On the other hand, it seems that the current investments

and intensions to attract investments by authority in Mamak will probably create

more questions in gecekonduired e nt s 6 mi nd s. Raise 1in t|
i ncrease the expectations and it influer

project negatively.

Another critical issue is the legal document that the residents have on their
gecekondu. Besidedd rent expectation, the ownership status of the gecekondu
plays crucial role whilst people determine their attitudes towards the project. Due to
the varied ownership status in Derbent Neighbourhood (Figure 4.14), these
tendencies can easily be observedmtuthe field research. Most of the owners who

has title deed expect more share than the municipality suggested. They also make
comparison very close areas that resemble to their neighbourhood in Mamak and
desire to get the similar urban rent from thiansformation. However, the

municipality tries to avoid from possible deficit that can occur at the end of the
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project. The responsible one from Ankara Municipality said that they would be
okay if they managed to eke out project without paying any extrayndinerefore,

especially the residents who have title deed do not satisfy from the project.
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Figure 4.14. Ownership Status in Derbent NeighbourhoodSpurce: New Mamak Urban
Transformation Project Coordination Centre of Great Municipality of Ankara)

Moreover, a simple calculation indicated that having a title deed is not sufficient
factor for most of the owners to get adequate share. Especially, even though title
deed holders have certain rights that strengthen their hands against the authority,
econanic burdens of the project are also seems heavy. To make a prediction, a
graphic (Figure 4.15) is prepared to estimate theditte d owner sd possi
equivalents in Derbent Neighbourhood by assuming that everyone who has land up
to 300 M gets one buse by ignoring possible debt and everyone whose land size
between 300 frand 500 rhgets two houses and everyone whose land size is larger
than 500 rhgets one house for his/her additional 200 bnder these assumptions
approximately half of the ownergho have titledeed became in debt to get just one
house in case of insufficient debris equivalents. The rectangle in the graph points

out the number of parcel sdé sizes which
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required land equivalent to take one househAitugh such a Ydceter
assumption can barely experienced in real world, it provides chance to make
projections and predictions within such an inquiry. All in all, in contrast to owners

who have tapdahsis, title deed holders seem legally more gduv and most of

them are highly disadvantageous in terms of economic returns when they are
compared with other gecekondu owners who have got remarkable share from the

urban rent by markeled interventions.
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Figure 4.15.House Equivalents of Titled and Developed Lands according to size {in
Derbent Neighbourhood* (Source: Prepared by author according to records of Great Municipality
of Ankara New Mamak UTP Coordination Centre)

113 Ceteris paribus means all other things being equal or held constant; therefore to make an
assumption, other factors are ruled out in this case.

114 According to this calculatiothe total number of titled parcels equals to 1288 and the total
number of required houses equals to 1661.
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On the other hand, absence of tileedor having a gecekondu on construction
restricted zone weakens the residents?o
have tapttahsis document immediately accepted the conditions of the project.
E716s case is good i nst aarmticedthat hesusgd por t t
have tapttahsis document which means nothing for the constructors to build
apartments. Therefore, gecekondu owners who are aware of their legal situations
that prevent them to take share from the urban rent tend to accept tbet.proj
Otherwise, most probably they cannot get anything under the market conditions.
Similarly, E9 mentioned that the residents who have no document are inclined to
participate to the project. E41 said that if he had an indemnity as title deed, he
would noteven think to leave his gecekondu. These views pointed out that the
legally powerless residents in terms of their property/tenure structure have tendency
to accept the project as it is due to whether gain legality or strengthen their legal
positions for4r t her economic gains. Similarly,
(2010) conducted in two gecekondu neighbourhood indicated that the most
determinant of the form and strength of resistance are the existing property/tenure
structures in these areas. It Bvius that the suggested certain amount of money to

the legally and economically vulnerable residents can break the resistance of them.
Moreover, they can assume that the tree and debris equivalents as a relief or favour
that is provided by municipalityNevertheless, it is seen in the field research
besides the property/tenure structure, there are other variables that have effects on

the resistance and acceptance attitudes.

The physical conditions of the building and the location of it plays afruoie

while owners decide to participate or reject the project. These two significant
variables that are directly related with the economic capital indicate the economic
vulnerability or strength of the residents. Mostly, it is seen during the resdwitch t

the residents who |ive under harsh condi
and physical conditions have tendency to accept the project. They are sure about
that they become better off when they leave the gecekondu. E8 stated that the
people greed to sign the project contract

physical conditions. According to the numbers that are taken from the 2000
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Building Census, many structure needed basic alteration and repair (Figure 4.16).
Furthermore, the structuralystem and material of buildings are not that much
strong to bear for years (Figure 4.17) when most of the buildings construction years

are considered (Figure 4.18).
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Figure 4.16. The Physical Case of Buildings in Derbent Neighbourhoo&g@urce: TSI Buildig
Census 2000)
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Figure 4.17. The Structural Systems and Materials of Buildings in Derbent Neighbourhood
(Source: TSI Building Census 2000)
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Figure 4.18. The Number of Buildings according to Storey Numbers in Years in Derbent
Neighbourhood Source: Bl Building Census 2000)

It is also observed during the field research that some gecekondus are really close to
collapse under the absence of adequate maintenance and repair. On this very same

issue, E41 mentioned that thesidents whose gecekondus areatedat the top of
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the hill and have accessibility problems due to topographic conditions have
tendency to accept the project. E28 said that some people willingly accepted the
project because their houskxatedat the top of the hill are made of mude H

added that it is very hard to reach there, via car or donkey. As it can be understood
from the intervieweesd assertions, S 0 me
conditions that create tendency to accept the project. However, there are also
buildings laok like luxury houses within the boundaries of project. Rightfully the

owners of these houses do not want to participate to the project. Furthermore, some
interviewees mentioned that although they had paid more money while buying their

land or gecekondu #b are more accessible, others paid almost nothing to take
gecekondudocatedat the top of the hill. Same treatment without considering the

l ocation of t he gecekondus, alter owner
Under these conditions, accessiyiland physical conditions of the gecekondu
constitute highly significant variables
accepting the project. Furthermore, it leads to another controversy among residents.
Some residents questioned the equityhef project principles. For instance, E28

said that the municipality treated equally to the gecekondus without considering

their location and physical conditions. He mentioned that the gecekondu owner
residedat the top of hill and the other owner at theyvelose location to facilities

got the same rights within the project principles.

Nevertheless, it has to be mentioned that the physical conditions or the location of

the gecekondu does not matter for the tenants who have relatively limited income
androokie in the region. For instance, Awho moved into gecekondu as a tenant

three years ago and settled at the top of the hill mentioned that although the stepper

and high number of steps made it difficult to reach there, living in gecekondu is not
hard.She added t hat gecekondu is a good th
assertions like her can be explained by several variables. Firstly, she has just come

to a big city and this place as many others mentioned that looks like their

15 4: She is 22 years old. She is from Kéréekkale.
from Kérékkale three ggoeldrds withgeohusbant ang chil.rTeey &ré v i ng ¢
tenants. His husband works wherever he finds. He is self employed.
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hometown, their villge. Therefore, she has not faced difficult conditions that differ
from what she had experienced before. Actually, this place, this gecekondu
environment is suitable for both her habitus. Secondly, due to limited time she
passed in gecekondu, she did noelfehe possible undesired conditions of
gecekondu such as repairs and maintenance activities. Finally, she seemed aware of
their economic conditions that are not appropriate at any place out of there. She said
that the wrecked conditions of the neighbouardhalid not negatively influence them
because they are ready to live at every place where house and income are available.
Therefore, this place is also appropriate for her in terms of economic capital that she

possesses.

Besides location and physical cotigiis of gecekondus, the total field area is also
indicated as a significant variable while owners give their decisions about the
project. The data (Figure 4.19) indicates that most of the owners have total field
area between 100°rand 400 rh Under theseonditions, especially while owners

of the bigger lands expect more than what is offered, the small land owners mostly
see the project as a chance to obtain some economical gain from almost nothing.
For instance E1%° asserted that his fath@rlaw signedthe contract and began to
benefit from the rent aid in exchange for one of his gecekondu which is on small
area and cannot be rented to the tenants. However, he indicated that higfather
law did not give his other gecekondu to municipality becausednia bigger land

with many trees and the gecekondu in it is in a better condition. As it is seen in this
case, very same persons6 approaches to
calculation due to possible economic gain or loss. However, althouddrithesize

is important, it is an undeniable truth that it does not make so much difference in the

case of absence of sufficient economic ¢c

116E17: He is 64 years old. He is from Ankara. He had come to Derbent after married and he has
been there for 23 years. He is a tradesmanisHeing with his wife. He have apartment house.
They reside in gecekondu in summertime and they move into apartment in winter.
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Figure 4.19. Distribution of Total Field Area (nf) of Buildings in Derbent Neighbourhood
(Source: TSI Building Census 2000)

It is also drawmattention during the field research by many that having another

house out of the project area leads different patterns among residents. Before going

its further detalils, it has to be mentioned that, it is assumed that having another

house is an indicator of possession of certain economic capital. Moreover, the field

research cogently supported this assumption. Firstly, residents who have another
house out of th@roject area can accept the project to take rent aid because rent aid
according to conditions of the gecekondu may exceed the rent payments that is

taken from the tenants. Therefore, many gecekondu owners can choose to accept the

project and getregularp ai d oOr ent

subsidyé instead

the number of tenants (Figure 4.20)in the neighbourhood is considered, such a

tendency explains the high number of demolitions in Derbent Neighbourhood.

17Pue to absence of current available data, the data of Census of Population held in 2000 is used.
Under this condition, it &s to be mentioned that the numbers can show alteration in the course of
time; yet according to the findings within the field research, the number of tenants also seems
increase up to today due to several reasons that are indicated within this studipréhatdeast to

have a general understanding, these numbers preserve their reliability.
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Figure 4.20. Number of Households accaling to Ownership Status of Housing Unit Source:
TSI Census of Population 2000)

E85 from Ankara Contemporary Lawyers Association leaned the high number of
acceptance rate in Derbent Neighbourhood on the high number of tenants.
Moreover, this tendency oimusly observed while making interviews. For instance,
E16 stated that he was ready to give his gecekondu to municipality because while
he was taking 180 TL rent payment from his tenant under these conditions, he could
take 270 TL rent subsidy from the meipality if he signed the contract. K15 said
as such on this issue:

We gave our second gecekondu to the municipality after our son had

moved into. At first we tried to rent it, but the tenant did not pay the rent.

They also used electricity illegally amfil not pay the water and electricity
expenses. Then we decided to give it to municipality inmediately.

E32 stated that some gecekondu owners who did not reside in this area and rented
their gecekondu to tenant prefer to take 270 TL every month mbgdlam the

bank by signing the UTP contract rather than waiting 150 TL rent. Similarly, E56
stated that gecekondu owners who have additional house accepted the project to
take rent aid. Secondly, having another house out of the area give chance these
pe@le to leave the neighbourhood where looks like a battle field. Due to not razed

debris, diminishing soci@conomic services, fear of desolation and many other
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negative side effects of the project on the neighbourhood harm the opposing forces
solidarity aml creates tendency to escape from the area. Especially due to scrap
dealers who are trying to benefit from the wreckages, there occur many strangers in
the neighbourhood. Therefore, most of the interviewed residents claimed that these
strangers pose a cait threat for their assets. E56 stated that besides the absence of
social life after possible electricity and water cuts, there would not be any chance to
live in there. Under these conditions, having another house mostly a condo
positively influence pedp to accept the project. However, besides these negative
effects of another house, It can time t
hands because they can move into outside of the area without selling it or accepting
the conditions of the authity. These group of people mostly prefer whether to rent

it or to live in it for limited times. Nevertheless, in terms of owners this brings both
diminishing returns in rent payments and security problems such as burglary. For
instance, E26 stated that kesiant had moved into due to insecurity and desolation.
However, it has to be mentioned that the area is becoming preferable for underclass
or new comers to the city due to low house rents. K25 (Hodja of Derbent Mosque)
mentioned that after the demolit®rthe people who have limited income began to
move into the remaining rentable houses
monthly payments. E53 who is a teacher at Derbent Elementary School stated that
while the relatively wealthier residents were nmgv and leaving the
neighbourhood, the remaining residents were the poor ones who could not afford
the required payments within the project or outside the area. Moreover, real estate
agent (E59)*® supported this finding and mentioned that after the projedtbegun

to be implemented, the number of tenants in the region began to increase while the
owners were leaving the neighbourhood. This process inevitably concluded with
alienation of former residents to the neighbourhood. Many residents especially

womenwho spend most of their time at the close area of their gecekondu stated the

118E59: He is one and the only real estate agent in the region. He began to work in this sector two
years ago. He is an inhabitant of Araplar Neighbourhood.I$te @ccepted the project and gave his
gecekondu to municipality. Now he is residing in apartment.
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changes in population. For instance, Kf5mentioned that as a result of the project

her neighbours as well as neighbourhood began to change.

Accepting the project to get house also leads to clashes and separations in the
families. Many families were faced with the same problem when they accepted the
project; because in the past many owners built additional houses parallel to their
growing population a their land without any legal registration process. Therefore,
on the one hand, some of residents mostly the relatives of the owners forced to
leave the neighbourhood under the project conditions. On the other hand, these lead
to clashes between heirs. Bientioned that the reason behind why people did not
accept the project conditions is the conflicts among heirs who are high in number.
He said they expected more share from the distribution as a result of signing the
contract. K12 stated that they buitteir gecekondu on her fathe-l a wés | and.
asserted that in case he accepts the project, they inevitably move into most probably
another gecekondu as a tenant due to their limited income and large famit$® K11
also stated that they had tendency toeptdhe project; yet in such a case her son
would move into another house as a tenant due to smalliness of the houses in
Eserkent. Similarly another interviewee E41 who is living in Derbent without any
legal document on his land indicated what he experéasesuch:

This land used to belong to my father and some shareholders. | built my

gecekondu on his land. The municipality did not split the land due te tapu

tahsis document... If municipality gives me such a right, | can accept the

project and | could buy land whileecoming a beneficiary... My mother

and my brother gave their land to the municipality within the project;

therefore, | remained uncovered. Now they are living in Eserkent; we
stayed here alone. Our future seems dark.

19 15: She is 72 years old. She is from ¢tankeér é.
two storeys, four room gecekondu. They gave one of tleeiekpndu to municipality within the

project. Also, their intent is to give the current gecekondu that they are living in. Her two children

are residing at various sides of Ankara. The number of household is two. She is living with her

husband. He is reticebut working as a transporter at Siteler.

20Kk11: She is 72 years old. She is from ¢tankeéer é.
lived in G¢glveren Neighbourhood.?refibteradaddave t wo st
developed land in Derbertler husband is retired. Her son and his family are residing with them.

The number of household is six
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On the very same issue, E3Rated that one of their neighbours had signed the
contract without informing his two sons who had resided in the same two storey
gecekondu. Eventually, they had become obliged to move into apartment as tenants.
For the sake of economic benefit acquireminirthe project people can venture the
separation of their family. Besides these clashes and separations within the families,
it is c¢claimed that especially aged gecel
tendency to participate the project. This isibally stems from the approaches of
people who see a commodifiable asset and/or unliveable place while looking at the
gecekondu. For instance, E33said that one of his son chose to live apartment as a
tenant by paying 400 TL rent expense per month, insi¢aedsiding their already
existing available gecekondu. Headman of Derbent asserted that the heirs
immediately want to give the gecekondu to get small amount of money that is given
as a debris equivalent. For instance, one aged interviewee mentionedsteanh h

took the initiative and eventually they signed the contract, although he did not want

to move into Eserkent houses due to smallness of them.

The tradesmenb6s conditions are another
UTP process. Theseadesmen who are mostly tenants lost their source of income
because whether their workplace owner accepted the project or with the decreasing
population in the area, the demand was diminished and they were inevitably forced
to close their shops. Approxately 150 commercial entities used to be active in
various services in Derbent district. However, their numbers increasingly decreased
after the project began. For instance E14 who is still running a shop in Derbent said
that until this project was initiatl, his income had been 1700 TL per month. Now,
he is getting 500 TL per month. However, he indicated that his resistance will also
last from now on. Similarly, E32 who is a television repairer was forced to leave his
workplace because his landlord sigritbd contract without informing him and his
two other tradesman friends. He indicated his views on this issue as such:

Here is gecekondu area. People know nothing. They are not aware of the

conditions. For instance, there used to be three stores overEaereof

us almost give 300 TL rent per month. Also, there was a house right

behind it. He could get 1100 TL per month; yet our landlord preferred to

sign UTP contract to get 25000 TL debris equivalents from the
municipality. Two years have passed. Sheldamet the same money
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without accepting the project in this time period. Maybe this project will
take ten years. She missed the opportunity. She is stupid... She did not
even inform us about the demolition. We understood it when the municipal
servants camand crossed the buiding with red lines... Now she is living

in Eserkent in one hall one room house... She regrets to give her building
now.

Besides these negative effects on tradesmen, the absence of tradesmen also
inevitably influencedhe residents negatively. The residents begin to face troubles

to find their basic needs that can be easily provided by tradesmen within their
neighbourhood. However, just one tradesman indicated his pleasure due to
implementation of the project. The resdtate agent stated that he highly benefited
from the UTP while selling and buying | a
not a supporter of Melih G°k-ek; yet I C

the projecto.

Consequently, the gecekondusigents who find chance to increase possessed
forms of capital especially the economic one have tendency to accept the project
conditions. It is observed during the field research that besides habitus and social
capital, economic capital is a highly sigo#nt factor that shapes the perspectives

of the gecekondu dwellers.

4. 4. Approaches to the Authority and Per

The field research indicated that another source that changes the gecekondu
dwel |l er s6 per s pceis the vagosis appooaclhieh ® the authgrity.
Moreover, there is a tendency among gecekondu dwellers to stigmatize the
positioning of opposite sides. Mainly, the acceptance and resistance attitudes to the
project in the field are attributed to the pedpe p e r t ¢hp authority.slt is

observed that whilst some residents critically evaluate the policies of authority,

some others smoothly accept the project. Although these cannot be reduced just
obedience and upheaval dispositions of the gecekorslu e nt s, t he re
background plays significant role besides their possessed forms of capital whilst

they are deciding their positioning in this field. In addition, both the rumours that
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arose during the implementation of municipality such as bribed, favouritism,

and activities of the opposing organizations influence the perspectives of the
gecekondu dwellers towards the urban transformation project. Consequently, this
authoritarian intervention of the municipality leads to rise of serious clasteks

conflicts that have been already embedded in the society due to economic, ethnic
backgroundreligioussectand hometown differences. It is observed that most of the
gecekondu residents accuse 6ot hersé who
adually created by the authority. The previous biases, hostilities, angers shape their
perceptions of O6othersdéd while identifyin
these <conditions, gecekondu dwell ersbo |

significant variables that determine the antagonisms among these people.

In this respect, the one reason that creates cleavages among residents and pits some
residents against others is the level of trust to the municipality. For instance, most of

the residents who accepted the project claimed that their pledged houses would be

in their previous gecekondusd al most e
strongly challenged and had doubts on these assertions. For instance, as an acceptor

El saidthat:

Our new homes will be in this district. This is written in our contractjtyet
may not be at the exact place of our demolished gecekondu due to the
project plan. However, it will be the closest one. The people who claim
that they will be sent far away from their neighbourhood at the end of the
project are just making manipulatiobecause they could not take
advantage of the project. They did not fulfil any requirement such as tax
and title registration to avoid from the economic burdens. Nevertheless,
now they want equal conditions as we have. There are no tricks or
deceptions of nmicipality.

He also questions the honesty of the resisting people who do not deserve yet
demanding more share according to project implementation principles.
Nevertheless, rightfully many dwellers have questions in their mind about the
unspecified timeand place of the pledged houses within the project. Besides every
opposing ones, some acceptors criticises this policy of the authority. E8 mentioned
that due to highly huge project area, the pledged houses within the boundaries of the

project can be farveay from their current place of their gecekondus. Moreover,
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there are assertions among residents that the pledged houses would be given from
the stream bed which is geologically unavailable instead of their current place. K1
who accepted the project and vad into Eserkent saithat:

Nothing is certain. | am here for two years and we do not know where and

when our houses will be built... There is a construction, but | do not know.

Everyone says something. They do not well inform in UTP Coordination

Centre. There are workers in the construction but they do not know
anything either.

E8 said that the people who did not accepted the project had not felt under pressure
because the municipality had no force to do something. He added that the
municipaltyhadtb d t o t he acceptors who compl ain
us to demolish your gec e k' repassthe project d i d
and expresses his anger by saying fAWhy I
after giving my equity! Or show mthe place (of pledged buildings)! Declare the
delivery ti mel! Where is it, what did t he
indicated her feelings as follows:

This is my father in | awbs house. I f we

saying that itwill not be completed in two, three years. There is meeting

everyday in the garden of school. Everyone says something. We do not

know who to believe. Someone says it takes three years, someone says it

takes 4 years. Someone says construction can begias& everyone

accepts the project. Everyone says something. We are confused. We do not
know which one is reliable.

However, many residents, who whether accept the project or not, do not believe that

the project can be accomplished in the short E8rbelieves that this project cannot

be completed under these conditions by this authority. Whilst he questioned the
intent of authority, he said Aif the mur
can accomplish it i n duplexkoedesowouldtbe budtéts o c |

the place oftheir gecekondus for rich people. K6 said that although they were living

2IE5: He is 57 years old. He is from Kérékkale. B
both title deed and taptahsis document on 220°dand. Number of household is three and they

have no income except his retirement pension. He is against the imple mentation of the project.

Participating to the project make him to pay 25000 TL.
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there, their lands had been already sold to wealthy and powerful ones such as
deputies. E65 showed his desperation and stated that thédy oot able to cope

with wealthy ones who know every rules and regulations.

E9 added that the municipality acted like exploiter and grafter. On the very same

i ssue Headman of Derbent stated fAthe mur
while right acoss the neighbourhoods are transformed via contractors because they

are planning to take places for their own from Derbent where is better and available
than ot her so. E4 said that due to occurr
when the lands &re developed, municipality benefited from this process in various
amounts by reductions and expropriations. He added that the powerful actors who

are at the head of assembly get these shares. Many owners of gecekondus expressed
that they did not work ordald these gecekondus till now to make municipality or

some others wealthier. During the field research it is seen that, with this
authoritarian intervention, many residents believe that their lands will be distributed

to powerful and wealthier ones anceytwill be replaced.

One real estate agent also asserted serious claims about this instance as such:

Great Municipality of Ankara and Melih G
this area... He hadought huge amount of land via his six front

companies before ¢éhproject was declared. They are always doing

the same thing. | am the best witness of this process. Before the

project was initiated, they bought lands by paying 30 TL per square

metre from | rejil Nei ghbour hood. They
minimum pries.

Moreover, many residents opposing to the project mentioned that they did not trust

to the statements of the municipality due to failure of the other projects such as
Dikmen Valley and Northern Ankara UTP. While E33 indicated the
disappointments thatne of his townsmen experienced in Northern Ankara, E65

drew attention tahe Dikmen ValleyProject which hasnot been completed for
years.The problemsxperienced within these projeetefollowed and searched by

other gecekondu residents who feel thessure of UTR At this point, the
opposing or gani z adting genekandu eesidentwgetiheifrens t ha't
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various UTP areas also assist to increase awareness among gecekondu residents
against the projects. For instance, Right to Shelter Bunghiach are established at

many gecekondu transformation areas p utk
inform people about the ongoing processes and similar cases from Ankara, Turkey

and all around the world. However, the increasing awareness among pedple t

they try to accomplish mostly labelled just as an ideological meaningless

opposition.

On the other hand, there is a serious assertion about the favouritism and bribery
cases within the project. E7 stated that the residents who have pull with the
municpal civil servants or bribe them become advantageous to get more money
than the gecekondubés real worth and t he
them by the municipality. E8 also drewattention the corruption during
establishment of the contractamls d At he per s’damd cantacquird@ as 10
more money than the person who has 150 lamd under the same property
structureso. Anot her controver sial i SSUe
acquired undeserved benefit of municipal servants fieerdebris of the buildings.

It was claimed that some municipal servants who were in charge during the
demolitions cooperated with scrap dealers to get benefit. E20 stated his views as

such:

They make good money in ¢hjob... Upper level servants do haibw
anything. Just bulldozer operator and charged servant in the field
know everything. By indicating their status and power, they say that
owners cannot take anything from the debris. Then they agree with
some scrap dealers. One of them gets wood sthuifevanother one
gets iron. Normally, to demolish a building at most takes one or two
hours; yet, mostly they strive one and a half day to dig these stuffs
out... Some residents did not give their gecekondu due to this
corruption... And some others who cahallenge the authority of
municipal servants did not give their debris to them.

During the field research, it was seen that due to their symbolic capital, the Derbent
Headman and his family have certain power on many gecekondu reside rasevho

opposed to the project. A striking comment came from E14 on this issue as follows:
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My relative is the headman of Derbent. They (municipality) made special

of fer two or three times to headman, he
They tried to make a dealith us and offered primacy and priority to

choose the place. If we go, this neighbourhood collapses and the solidarity

is broken. Everyone knows this. .. Bot h
special offer. We do not want special offer. We just want our rigiots,
neighbourhood.

Similarly, E86 asserted that some peopl e

had offered bribe to the headman of Derbent Neighbourhood and then threatened
him when he did not accept it. These claims were directly asked tombgaof
Derbent. He answered that some people had called his house and threatened him not
to lead the opposing group. The person on the other side of the telephone made a

death threat and concluded the speech.

These claims were asked to the related serwvamtunicipality. Although he denied

the accusation about the headman of Derbent Neighbourhood, he said that after he
had heard the bribery rumours, he immediately fired these servants. However, it is
stated by many people that these servants alreadgfaatir own nest before they

were suspended. These instances get negative reactions especially from opposing
residents who already question the aims of municipality.

Other critical issue that alters the perspectives of gecekondu dwellers towards th
project according to the interviewees is the ideological differences. The
ideologically counter groups persist to blame other side due to their decisions. The
very resembling assertions came from both parties. For instance, it is mentioned by
the authotty side that those who are resisting do not know what they want.
According to their view, these people are just trying to get more shares from the
produced rent. The related person from |
are under the control of s® person or organization. Headman of Derbent
influences the people. On the other side, Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau
completely has political ai ms. They are
that mainly the leftist and rightist ideologies thdgocago hand in hand with the
ethnicbackgroundand religioussectdetermine the attitudes of gecekondu dwellers

besides the economic and soecidtural variables. Under these conditions, several
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accusations and clashes arose among the gecekondu dweltergorie began to

search someone to blame or accuse. Therefore, the opposite party that comprises
different life style, ideology or belief was stigmatized due to initiation or failures of

the project. For instance, K7 expressed her anger to the peoplecedjotead the

project although municipality did not force them to do so. Also, Headman of
Derbent accused the people who accepted the project and pointed them as the basic
reason of demolitions in their neighbourhood. Similarly, E86 mentioned that
demolitiors were rapidly realized at the places where mostly rightist people resided

in. He added that although in their neighbourhood there had been some rightist
residents who wanted to accept the project, they squelched them to preserve the
unity in the neighbotmood. E8 stated that the people who had initially signed the
contract and caused to the demolition of neighbourhood were the supporter of
Justice and Development Party. According to him, these people obtained higher
amounts of money than they deserved. iaiy, E14 indicated that the residents

who have pull with several of the board
can both acquire bigger houses in Eserkent Mass Housing area and receive more
money than they deserve aavaent dheregre t o t
serious assertions that JDP followers protect and support each others during the

implementation of this project. Furthermore, E14 shat:

Here (Derbent) was the place of brave men. There was no place to
the rightist people. But aftethe reign of JDP, people were
brainwashed... Always the leftist headmen win the elections. The
rightist one just takes few votes from his limited supporters.
However, pasta, oil and flour (social relief stuffs) changed
everything. But fortunately, we vastajority are here. We do not
leave the neighbourhood.

E65 agreed with E14 and said that the destiny of the country was determined by the
pasta. According to him, who gives pasta, gets the votes and becomes in power.
Headman of Derbent Neighbourhood mentd that the bread, coal and food aids
were mostly given to the supporters of JDP. Although at first it was not aimed to
establish a correlation between social relief beneficiaries and their tendencies to

resist or accept the project, it is striking tbaime interviewees mentioned that the
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people who benefit from social relief have tendency to accept the project. For
instance E33 stated that most of the residents who get social benefit signed the
project contract and left the neighbourhood. Similarly#tated that whilst there

were many residents who got social relief in their neighbourhood previously, after

the project just one or two of them remained there. E86 who tried to organize
residents against the project asserted that although they work maallyo mobilize

the residents to show their opposing reactions in Derbent, they could not achieve to
resist altogether because people had been afraid of losing social relief stuff that is
provided by the municipality. Therefore, although any rinfation about the
amounts, numbers, kinds of distributed social relief in neighbourhood scale could
not be achieved due to municipalitybs ir
assertions there occurs a positive correlation between getting social relief and
signing the project contract. On the one hand, this can be explained by economical
vulnerability of these dependent residents who expect some money from the project
and not willing to take any risk to lose the social relief support while resisting the
project. This explanation also supports another claim that is asserted previously in
this chapter that the economically more powerful residents have more chance to
resist the project. On the other hand, it is observed during the field research that
people whoget social relief have tendency to accept the suggestions or commands

of the authority more willingly than others beyond the direct economical gains.
Besides many other variabl es, by soci al
social reliefy becoméi ghly dependent to the 6givero
municipality). This inevitably leads to obedience of the most of the takers to the
giver. Among all opposing gecekondu owners just'féwf them were taking social

relief stuff in Derbent, hoewver, there were many social relief beneficiary residents

in Eserkent. Although due to insufficient database there is no certain evidence that

the municipality gives up or decrease the social relief provision to the opposing

122K 9: She is 55 years old. She is from Yozgat. She has Iréeg in Ankara for 27 years. The
household number is five. They are living in a four room gecekondu on 337 m2 land in Derbent.
They hold tapttahsis document. Just her son is working and getting 700 TL per month. And they are
in debt.

123K 12 is the on} interviewee who cursed the municipality due to project and thankful to
municipality due to social relief practices in Derbent.
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residents; according to inteeviees, the takers, most of them are the followers of
the JDP, unavoidably feel grateful and responsible to accept or welcome every

policy that comes from authority.

Some interviewees stated that lack of knowledge and education induced many
owners to accept the project. E5 said AT
see the money accepted the project. Also

When it is aské to make his comments in detail, he said

I do not know how they do this. The people who see chickenfeed assumed

that the municipality will complete the project immediately. Nothing is

obvious. We do not know what is going to happen. They are saying that

law will be enacted for expropriation... This is what we heart. Because you

never know that Evil Mel ih G°k-ek will di

These and many such negative perception
stated by especially opposing interviewees. They belidve t Me |l i h G° k-
deceive the people who accept the project. For instance E14 sarcastically and

angrily said as follows:

G° k - Efekdi® acted freely. A while ago, building contractors tried to

enter this r Efgndididnpt letytrem.,. As@ Mmatter ®fKact,

he planned a mass housing project in his mind for the sake of rent

According to me, people who did not join the project were aware of the

value of their assets and did not want
uncutured and clumsy ones gave their homes... There is tension among

leftists, rightists and fundamentalists. These people who accepted the
project are close to politics of G°k- ek
Development Party welcomed the project... ®iésks do not already give

their gecekondus. The residents who know the value of their assets do not

accept the project weather the person is leftist of rightist. This is the case.

Chaos prevails here... The opposing people are not giving their homes and

they wondét give till the end. I n case st
nothing to do. This is not urban transformation, this is rental
transformation.

Due to these and many other accusations and negative perceptions mentioned

throughoutthd i el d research against the Melih

124 Efendi means master in English. However, this word is used sarcastically by the interviewee to
indi cat e h o wctdMredeperndenGfork theerldes and regulations.
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the Mayor of Ankara in 2009 (Graphic MKL) are analysed to see the impact of
these negative reactions on the gecekond
election results indicatethat the urban transformation project which is criticised by

many gecekondu residents did not create negative voting behaviours against Melih
G°k-ek in a wider extent when upper scal
Mel i h G°k- ek gohigh voteslira ArapkareNeighboureood where

would be demolished after Derbent Neighbourhood. It should be noted that
although the previous elections results are required to make more concrete
inferences about the impact of UTP on votes, the elections datathe
neighbourhood scale cannot be reached both in Turkish Statistical Institute and
Supreme Election Board. However, under the light of this data set and comments of

the interviewees, it can be claimed that the UTP did not drastically influence the

geckondu residentso6 voting behaviour.
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Figure 4.21. Results of the Hection of Mayor of Ankara 2009 (Ankardamak -Derbent-
Araplar) %° (Source: TSI)

125pTP (Democratic Society Party), MHP (Nationalist Movement Party), SP (Felicity Party), AKP
(Justice and Development Party), CHP (Republican
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In addition, although most of acceptor of the project did not directly mention their
political view, they indicated their obedience, loyalty and support to the authority.
K20 stated that the government had said them to leave their gecekondus and they
did so without questioning anything because they were acting full obedience to
government. K7 said that altbhgh they fairly wanted their share, they were not
such people who resisted against the state. Moreover, on the one hand, people
mostly who accepted the project, while showing their loyalty to authority, claimed
that the constructions were not begun andgatocould not be implemented due to
resistance and lawsuits of residents who neither fulfil the previous legal procedures
nor accept the project condtions. For instance, K22 stated that the project in
Dikmen could not be implemented due to opposing peeao denied leaving their
gecekondus. On the other hand, time to time municipality also points the opposing
forces as the only obstacle for the implementation of the project. Therefore,
especially the people who signed the contract have tendency to plenedative
attitudes towards people who deny the project. This leads to obvious hostility in a
certain extent. The 6ot herd becomes visi
search déothersd to accuse for tatcepoundes:i
angrily asserted that while they were moving to Eserkent from Derbent, one of their
neighbours fought with them by questioni
closest neighbour did not accept the UTP and chose to stay in gecekondu. E4
commented on this issue as follows:

We had been stayed together for 20 years. We were so close, always

toget her. Then | decided to go and they

did not say anything. This is because they have impact on each other. The

people wlo are against the project do not know the reason. Our people

behave just like sheep. They are very same with the sheep. Al of them

follow the other without questioning. They are taking legal action and as

such. Let the guys (authority) do something. Thpseple (against the

project) are just opposing to everything. If it is so, you do something. But
they do not. They are just tripping up the enablers.

Moreover, Headman of Araplar Neighbourhood insulted the apgossidents and

said that the UTP was a very good thing to people who have a head on their
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shoulders. He added that the opposing residents wholly supporter of RPP rose to the

bait and resisting just ideologically.

E4 identifies himself as rightistand ¢ t i ci zes the policies o

Party (RPP). He mentioned his views as follows:

| respect everyone whether s/he supports rightist or communist party. This

is nor mal. However, these guys (Republ ic:
call peopletogether and claimed that if they would win the mayoralty

election as RPP, they would terminate the project. After that they would

develop the land and distributed to people whose gecekondus had been

demolished during this process. It means that theylréfeihouses, make

the land developed and everyone would have a chance to deal with the

contractors... Even kids do not believe this. We also saw them while they

were in power. They used to have power and they got the mayoralty office.

Why did not they danything that they are pledging now? Why did not

you develop the lands? If they do so, people would applaud them. On the

ot her side, G°k-ek (Great Municipality o
Whilst he is doing things, he personally benefits from thng amd makes a

lot of money; yet at least he is doing something. He builds roads, covers

roads with asphalt and makes projects.
certainly is. However, what did the others do? | am rightist but if a leftist

person does th | congratulate him or her. Anyone neither supported nor

assisted to these people. But this guy (
sake or not does something. Others are doing the same. This guy is at least
doing something. Personally, | do not likeIMe h  G° k - e k , but at | ea

doing something. He can abuse as long as he works.

On the other hand, there are also some residents who are pleased via the policies of
Mel i h G°k-ek except the UTP in their n e
Derbentsaidt hat Mel i h G°k-ek is the one who p
him due to that demolition project because she believes that the gecekondu residents
could not meet the financial requirements of the project. Another interviewee E81
who isa strict fdl ower of Meli h G°k-ek also criti
as such:
Municipality is pure idiot. They are just demolishing but nothing
constructed. | appreciated Melih G°k-ek
long as he lives. However, the implemeitathat they make here is total

stupidity. | am residing in apartment and | will not give my house before |
see something concrete, something tangible.
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However, E65 who unwillingly accepted the project mentioned that he would be
against the projectevanf it was introduced by RPP. I
had initiated the UTP there whilst someone from RPP was doing the same thing at
another place. He indicated that there were no differences among parties in terms of

mercilessness of their projects.

Onthe other hand, some interviewees who are whether against or for the project
claimed that the people on the opposite side have similar certain features in terms of
their hometow, ethnicity and religious secflthoughgecekonduesidentsdo not
hesitate to mentiotheir hometowndue to unwillingness of the interviewees it is

hard to reach their someersonal information such as ethnic background and
religious affiliation However, it is seethat with the intently prepared questions the
clashes that stem from these characteristics became apparent via the opinions of the
intervieweesduring the field research. Befogoing into detaik, to give a general
understandingf the birthplace distribution of residents in Derbent Neighbourhood
the staistics acquired from Turkish Statistical Institute can be indicatédjure

4.22) Even though, the second and third generations that are born in Ankara form
the majority of the population and cannot be distributed according to their
hometowns, atleds t hei r parent s o bi graphogpahdgoene can
inferences can be made under these basic knowledge. Especially this data is
significant because it points out the leading cities that facilitate the formation of
various communities in gekendu neighbourhoods. As it is seen from the graph,
¢ankeéer e, ¢or um, Kar s, Kérkehir, Yozgat,
birthplaces among others. Therefore, it is highly possible to expect some
mobilization patterns that are develop from thelseraed characteristics. Although

the influence of these characteristicels@as ethnic background, religious saaot
hometown are evaluated later on, it is obvious that many interviews believe these

features prominent effect on the resistance and accepddtittides.
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Figure 4.22. Birthplace of Individuals in Derbent Neighbourhood ource: TSI Census of
Population 2000)

For instance, the interview with E14 is a good example for this instance. During the

interview he expresses his ideas on this issulllows:

The people who broke the resistance are from Yozgat. The people who

introduced themselves as leftist suddenly turned to supporter of JDP. The

suggestion seemed appropriate to them; therefore, they left the
neighbourhood... The people who galeir gecekondu on this hillside are
completely from Kéréekkale and Yozgat. Th
the other hillside, there are people who did not accept the project from

Kars. The 40% of population is from Kars in Derbent.

(Several questiondater) Ethnically we are all Kurdish people. | am

Kurdish but | am not a Kurdish Nationalist. If | were, | would be in the

mountains... They are making discrimination. (He pointed the left side of

his shop) All these gecetheopmogat)ard owner s (°
from Yozgat. They are four brothers. They are Turkish Nationalist, rightist

and supporter of JDP. But they are not giving their houses. Voila, are they

also Kurdish.

On the other hand, E71 who accepted the project and bedam ton Eserkent
claimed as such:
The people who are whether Alevi or from K&tsdid not accept the

project. The opposing parties do not give their houses. For instance my
neighbour who is from Kars did not give his house. They were waiting for

1281t has to be mentioned at this point that tagidents from Kars are ethnically Kurdish.
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the referadum. Now they are waiting the elections. They believe that an
Alevi will be in power... Due to we are rightist, due to we are Muslim,
their ideas are against us. Although we were neighbours, we did not have
further relations. We were opposite for them #ray were opposite for us.

We are people who go to mosque and recite Quran. They are not like us.
They have no religious knowledge. They just know fight. All have seven
or eight children who are trouble for society. They have no job. They have
many kids ¢ take the control of country. Each of them has at least nine
kids... These opposing parties do not want the development of the country.
They are creating tension by obstacles such as suing. If one wants to make
something for the sake of god for this coynthey form immediately a
group against it. They are that much cruel. They are thinking their selff
interest instead of country. They (JDP government) are doing something. If
you (opposing side) do something, these people can also support you. They
are jst vilfying the one who is in power... Although municipality
provides many opportunities, they are not accepting the requirements.

Here is good. The people who are rightist had already come here. Although
there are others among us, their numbdim#ed; therefore they cannot
raise their opposing voice. 80% of the population is rightist.

E86 stated that when they began to resist to the project, they had been stigmatized
as terrorists due to their Kurd and Alevi identity by some people who sugort
project. He asserted that one religiously powerful figure (Sikh) had called everyone
in the Derbent neighbourhood and gave advises them to accept the project and
warned them not to act with the opposing residents who were called as terrorists by
Skh.On t he ot her hand, he added that althc
Ker ékkale were signed the project contr .
the residents from Kars could not be deceived; thus they refused to give their
gecekondus to mmicipality. K12 who is against the projedtew attentiorto the
majority of ethnically Kurdish residents who resist signing the project contract. She
said sarcastically but without any antagonism that they were carrying on living
among Kurdish people. Sk¢atedthat:

The upper side of the region is full of Kurdish people. They have large

families and residing more than one househald the same land.

Therefore, municipality just offers one house to three or four families.

Thus, they did not accept theojact to take their rights. We have no
problem with them. They are all good people.
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To check the reliability of these assertions about the social polarization in terms of
hometown, ethnic background and religious estime questions were also directed

to the public servants who have no or obvious relation with the project. For
instance, the hometowns of students are asked to K26 who is a teacher in Eserkent.
She said that students of the school wer
Kér ék k added .that $hére waa limited number of students from Kars. On the
other hand, E53 who is a teacher at Derbent Elementary School stated that most of
their students were from Kars, Ardahan and Yozgat. Under the light of these
relativdy objective comments, is obviousthat thesamevillage origin plays role

as a basis for theodlective action. Besides that, to see whether there is a cleavage
based on religious sect among gecekondu residents towards the project, some
questions werasked to the Hodja of Dezint Mosque (K25)It is assumed that the
decreasing numbef people in the Derbent Mosqueveas the decreasing number

of Sunni residents iDerbent since it is known that the Sunni Muslims are more
likely to go to the mosqueThe Hodjaindicated that td number of people who
come to mosque was declined; yet she added that the whole population was
declined as well in the neighbourhood. She believes that the accepting or resisting
dynamics are related with the economical ctiods instead of religious sec
differencesin Derbent. On this very same issue, the bulldozer operator of Great
Municipality of Ankara (E56) mentioned that whilst some residents were
ideologically against the project, some of them resisted due to economical reasons.
He also said thathere were people whHeadaccepted the project from evesgcial

group. Besides these views, some residents who did not accept the project due to
their economical conditions also stated that these all have nothing with the relations
that are mentioned justbove. For instance E41 mentioned that the acceptance or
resistance attitude does not shaany parallelism with ethnic backgrouror
religious affiliation. According to him, this is just related with suiting these
residentsdé books or not, beyond the i dec¢
E33 stated that the clashes between parties have nothing to do with the ethnic or
religious differences but ivas directly related with the distribution of produced

rent. E59 who is an inhabitant of the Araplar Neighbourhood mentioned that there
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was no relation between being Kurd and resisting the project. He added that among

these opposing people there were lhise relatives who are absolutely not Kurd.

E23 stated that his townsmen, the reside
while residents from Kars resisting. Similarly, E69 indicated that besides Kurd
residents, some others whose brains had vesshed by leftist organizations did

not gave their gecekondus to the municipality. On the other sidé?E8ntioned

that the people who signed the contract

Although it cannot be generalized that the whole opposasglents are ethnically

Kurdish, religiously Alevi, from Kars or leftist, it is obvious that these groups have

more resisting capacity that mostly stems from their historical experiences and
dispositions. As it is seen from the interviews, people haygaaty to act
collaboratively due to their ideolazpl, ethnic and religious secommonalities

Even though these cannot be indispensibl
social conditions, the election results can be useful to make projectionkefor t
possible clashes and conflicts in UTP neighbourhoods. Under these condiions, the
results of Provincial General Council Members Election Results (2009) (Figure
4.23Y%® and Constitutional Amendment Referendum 2010 (Figure 4.24) are
beneficialto be point out t o see gecekondu resident
local election results directly presents the voting distribution among leading parties,

the constitutional amendment provides another data set, since the antagonisms
among parties had turnedethheferendum period into general elections. As it is
indicated by the public opinion research companies, at least 80 percentages of the
voters had had no idea about the content of the constitutional amendment (Vural,
2010). Therefore, it can be claimed ttipartisan politics determined most of the

votersd voting behaviour. Whil st support

127E34: He is 16 years old. He is from Ardahan. He was born in Derbent. He is the third generation.
He is a high school student. The number of household is seven. His father is retired and his two
brothers are wrking. They have taptahsis document. They are living in a three room gecekondu

on 483 rf land.

128The rectangular indicates the New Mamak Urban Transformation Neighbourhoods. The spots

point the Derbent and Araplar Neighbourhood where the demolitiadhrtially realized. The
Constitutional Amendment Referendum results of Tl
neighbourhoods are also included to make comparison.

185



prepared the amendment said O0Yesd to t
Peoplebds Party and Nat i oBeaides thet Pebzesagmdne nt
Democracy Party° that is purported as the representative of Kurdish people called

for boycott the referendum. By the way, it has to be mentioned that the voters who
boycotted the referendum cannot be differentiated from other vatessdid not

vote due to various reasons that has no relation with the boycott. Moreover, whilst

the local election 2009 data was analysed, it is observed that the Democratic Society
Party had just got 0.48 percent of the whole votes in Mamak. Neverthéless

stated by the interviewees that most of the Kurdish population in Mamak supports
Republican Peoplebs Party. On account of
votes stayed at low levels. Under these conditions, the results of the local election
and referendum can be evaluated to see
assertions in the neighbourhoodss it is seen from the graphjcshe voting

behaviour of electors in Derbent Neighbourhood is parallel to the election and
referendum resultef Turkey, Ankara and Mamak. However, the votes in other

New Mamak UTP neighbourhoods are not equally distributed as it is iseen
Derbent. As a result, it ienvisaged that with respect to political opinions whilst

some nei ghlsidents term®tdcsept the project, there is a potential to

witness serious conflictsbetweenthe residents andhe munidpality in other
neighbourhoodsFor instancethere is serious political opposition to the ruling
party in some neighbour,hokdsi rstuecphe aasn dF .
Moreover, these inferences were also verified by some the interviewees. For
instance, the neighbourhood representative of Mamak Right to Shelter Bureau said

that although they were politically strong in some neighbourhoods, sotieiof

rightist neighboursas it was realized iraplar Neighbourhood decreased the
opposing forcesod resistance capacity a
conditions, whilst the authority finds more chance to legitimize its intervention and

reach cmsent with little effort in some neighbourhoods, some others show more

resistance against the project. Therefore, according to this assumption and elections

129 peace and Democracy Party was established after the closure of Democratic Sociedyg Rart
successor.
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results, the project can reach a certain level in every neighbourhoods in terms of
demolitions; yet it is not enough for the progress and completion of the project,
since all neighbourhoods have more or less heterogeneous features in terms of
voting behaviours. Similarly, one of the founding members of Mamak People
Culture and Solidarity Association moned that due to leftist and rightist
ideological cleavages, they had been facing with serious difficulties to mobilize
masses against the municipality; although the project explicitly encroached on the

gecekondu residentso6 property.

It should be alsaoted that as it is seen from the election results, these kinds of
authoritarian interventions do not distinguish any neighbourhood residents as
opponents or proponents of the ruling party. This intervention obviously targeted

the whole gecekonduresidets | i vi ng spaces, not just oOfF

As it is mentioned again and again during the whole study, just one variable as
political behaviour cannot be indicated as the only variable difiere ntiates the
gecekondu residentsdéd attitudes towards t
truth that besides economic and secudtural ones, ideological differences

influence the level of consent of gecekondu residents.
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Someinterviewees also claimed that accepting or rejecting the project depends on
resident sbé cert alogy ethmcdyi religieus searhantetovens 1 d e
differences which can be spatially observed in the neighbourhood after the
demolitions had beemealized. As a proof, they pointed out that whilst some part of
the neighbourhood that was resided by certain group of people had been totally
demolished; many buildings still remain standing in some other parts of the
neighbourhood. It is widely knowndhthe immigrants who share certain features
sich as ethnicity, religious seend hometown had come together spatially and
form clusters to maintain their lives in gecekondu neighbourhoods; since they had
been aware of that the only way to survive is ragtiogether against common
threats. Therefore, distributions of the votes according to ballot boxes, besides the
recent photographs oberbent Neighbourhood, providevidences about the
existence or absence of collectively taking positions. At first, ésalts of local
elections and Constitutional Amendment Referendum are beneficial indicators. It is
stated in the law (Law no. 288) that the ballot box voter list is determined in
alphabetical order of surnames of voters residing within the same-bakatone
according to addresses written in Voter Registers and containing voter data
including Vote Registers number, name and surname, mother and father name, year
of birth and place of birth. Therefore, the neighbours who share same street or
building use he same ballot box to vote. The vote distributions with respect to
ballot box numbers both in local elections (Figure 4.25) and Constitutional
Amendment Referendum (Figure 4.26) pointed out that especially in some
neighbourhoods such as Tepecik and Dgstlare are obvious politically opposing
clusters in the neighbourhoods when t he)
Onthe other hand, Derbent Neighbourhood that the field research was conducted in
except few ballot boxes displays similar voting bedaw patterns. Under these
conditions, it can be said that whilst one neighbourhood is wholly dominated by one
group, another neighbourhood represents more heterogeneous characteristics in
terms of voting behaviours. However, partially demolished image®esbent

Neighbourhood (Figure 4.27 and Figur28) signified that there woulde more

30 aw No. 298 is about o6Law on Basic Provisions o
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demolisted areas ithe whole JDP supporters intimately pronabtile projectAs it

is seen from the photographs, even though some gecekondu clusters are totally
demolshed in the Derbent Neighbourhood, there are also gecekondu buildings
stand among wreckages or vice veiBaerefore, the political behaviour and cluster
formations are not sufficient to clarify the acceptance and resistance attitudes of the

residents;atough it provides clues about the
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Figure 4.26. Results of Constitutional Amendment Referendum 2010 in some New Mamak

UTPO6s
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Figure 4.27. Der bent Neighbourhoodds Aerial Photc
Areas at Northeast) Source: Google Earth (prepared by author))

Figure 4.28. Der bent N egraghhRemalishedaoddNotDe mbleshed a | Phot
Areas at Northwest) Source: Google Earth (prepared by author))
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