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ABSTRACT

THE LGBTT AND WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS IN TURKEY:
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Kurbanglu, Elgin
M.S., Department of Political Science and Busirkssinistration

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Feride Acar

June 2010, 165 pages

This thesis investigates two social movements irk@y the women’s and LGBTT
movements comparatively and in the light of avddaliSM theories. While brief
histories of both movements are presented andctlleaLGBTT associations and
groups in Turkey are introduced in the thesis, f@n focus of the study is the
LGBTT movement. Based on in depth interviews with UGBTT activists, the
evolution of this movement is traced and its currenofile as well as its
relationship to different branches of the women®vement are analysed in detail.
The activities of the two movements during thed&give reforms in the 2000s are
also examined. While findings of the thesis poiat differences between the
LGBTT and women’s movements in Turkey, the intezfat both movements with
the state constitute a critical explanatory factbtheir trajectories. The thesis also
argues that the extent to which NSM theories canubed to explain these

movements in the Turkish context is limited.

Key Words: LGBTT movement in Turkey, women’s movement in Tayk
interrelations between the LGBTT and women’s movasé Turkey, legislative

reforms in the 2000s, New Social Movement theories
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TURKIYE'DEKI LGBTT VE KADIN HAREKETLERI:
KARSILA STIRMALI B IR INCEMELE

Kurbanglu,Elgin
Yuksek Lisans, Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Bl

Dansman: Prof. Dr. Feride Acar

Haziran 2010, 165 sayfa

Bu calgsmada Turkiye'deki iki toplumsal hareket, kadin hate ve LGBTT
hareketi kagilastirmali olarak ve var olan Yeni Toplumsal Hareketteorileri
cercevesinde incelengtir. Her iki hareketin de Turkiye'deki tarihsel
gelisimleri,kisaca 6zetlenir ve Turkiye’'deki aktif tumG@BTT grup ve dernekleri
tanitihrken. cakmanin esas odak noktasi LGBTT hareketidir. 17 LGEiKiivisti
ile yapilan derinlemesine gaielerin sonucunda, hareketin zaman icerisindeki
evrimi, mevcut profili, kadin hareketinin g#i kollariyla iliskisi ve bu ilgkinin
zaman icerisinde nasil gistigi detayli bir sekilde aratirimistir. Bu calsmada
hareketlerin 2000’li yillardaki yasal reform sureghe katilimlari da incelenstir.
Her ne kadar LGBTT ve kadin hareketleri arasindaaim farklar bulunsa da, her
iki hareketin de devletle ikileri 6nemli bir aciklayici giice sahiptir. Yeni
Toplumsal Hareketler teorilerinin Turkiye @aminda bu iki hareketi agiklamakta

ne denli kullanilabilecg tartismalidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Turkiye LGBTT hareketi, Turkiye kadin hareketi, rkiye
LGBTT ve kadin hareketleri arasindaki gakl ili ski, 2000’li yillardaki yasal

reform surecleri, Yeni Toplumsal Hareketler teatile
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Social scientists have long been studying the #eeta'new social
movements” of the post-70s era and their differsricem the social movements of
the previous period, which is commonly referredasothe industrial period. While
the emphasis on class-struggle was prominent ifagxpg the social movements
prior to the 1970s, the “new” social movements a$tp/0s; i.e. “peace movements,
student movements, the anti-nuclear energy protestsority nationalisms, gay
rights, women’s rights, animal rights, alternativeedicine, fundamentalist
religious movements, and New Age and ecology mowesfiecould not be
explained by using the existing theories of clagaggle (Larafia, Johnston &
Gusfield, 1994: 3). Thus, New Social Movement (NSMories were developed.

This thesis investigates two of these new sociavements, namely the
women’s movement and the LGBTT (lesbian, gay, hisgxtransvestite and
transsexual) movement in Turkey in relation to eattter, and takes a critical look
at NSM theories. More specifically, the thesis exss the LGBTT movement in
Turkey in the light of available NSM theorfesand seeks the features of the
LGBTT movement in Turkey that can or cannot be aixgd by NSM theories.

The basic argument in this study is that althothghLGBTT movement in
Turkey provides some support to NSM theorists’ gsed of the organisational
structure and certain other features of NSMs deréifit from the working class
movements, two important elements of the LGBTT nmo&et in Turkey cannot be

explained in the light of available NSM theoriestsi#ty, NSM theories cannot

! The women’s movement will not be examined in figéatl of available NSM theories due to its
umbrella structure. For instance the dominant brasfcthe women’s movement, i.e. the Kemalist
women’s movement, has a century long history inkéyrand cannot be defined as a “new” social
movement. However, it has gone through significdra@nges due to the emergence of the rest of the
branches of the women’s movement, which will beoduiced in Chapter 3. Only a more detailed
analysis of each branch of the women’s movemenhtiéad us to a conclusion about the strengths
and weaknesses of NSM theories taking into acceambus women’s movements in Turkey. Yet it
would extend the scope of this thesis to make sumbnclusion.
1



explain the attitude and strategies of the LGBT Tvement vis-a-vis the state. The
popular argument in NSM theories that NSM actividtsnot struggle for social,
economic and political rights is not supported g tase in Turkey. Secondly, the
participants of the LGBTT movement in Turkey do rfatly support NSM
theorists’ arguments about NSM participants.

In order to seek the strengths and weaknessesmdélasle NSM theories in
explaining the LGBTT movement in Turkey, the moveineill be elaborated in
detail. However, the LGBTT movement in Turkey igywelosely related to the
women’s movement. The two movements not only havgomtheoretical
intersections, but also actively work together iany fields. In fact it was the
women’s movement in Turkey that encouraged the LGBfovement to
participate in the legislative reforms in the 20@0sl this participation is the main
feature of the LGBTT movement that cannot be expldhi by available NSM
theories. Hence, before investigating the LGBTT ament in Turkey in the light
of NSM theories, the women’s and the LGBTT moversensiil be examined in
relation to each other on the basis of three miaredsions.

First of all, brief histories of the two movementdl be presented. In this
exposé the LGBTT movement will be reviewed in madegail since in Turkey the
written history of the women’s movement is much eneasily accessible while
that of the LGBTT movement is seldom reachable.

Secondly, | will elaborate on the relationship betw these two movements
and its evolution over time. | will argue that atlgh there are ongoing debates and
controversies between the activists of the two mmeems, the women’s and
LGBTT movements in Turkey are getting closer. | lwdlso focus on the
relationship between the feminist and the LGBTT smaents in more detail in this
section, since the LGBTT movement is closest to fémainist branch of the
women’s movement.

Lastly, in my analysis | will focus on the acti@$ of both movements in
regard to the legislative reforms in the 2000s;the reform of the Penal Code, the
Constitution, the Civil Code and the Labour Codecusing on the activities of the
two movements during these reforms is importantviar arguments made in this
thesis. First of all, | will argue that joint adties during these reform processes
were what brought the two movements consideralbdgerl Secondly, it is the
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participation in legislative reform processes, @meong many strategies that the
women’s and LGBTT movements in Turkey have adoptesda-vis the state,
which available NSM theories cannot explain.

Just as LGBTTs are marginalised in Turkish socieGBTT studies have
been marginalised in Turkish academia. Although Wemen’s movement in
Turkey has been written about in detail by manyeurs, it is very difficult to find
written sources about the LGBTT movement in acadenmstitutions or
universities, libraries etcThus, the main aim of this study is to preparerigten
history of the movement based on the availabletewitsources and interviews
conducted for this purpose. | hope that this hystafrthe LGBTT movement in
Turkey will provide an exploratory initial insighito the area for further analyses.

Women and LGBTTs are both subjected to violenceiyate actors and
the state. Yet very few people in Turkey are avedithe violence against LGBTTs
and society at large remains passive when it camesen very basic issues as the
LGBTTS’ right to life. It is hoped that studies dikthis can make such violence
more visible and help raise consciousness and Ispomest, at least in the
academic world.

Also, although the women’s movement in Turkey isywgell documented,
its relationship with the LGBTT movement has seldoeen examined. However,
the LGBTT movement has significantly contributedthe women’s movement in
Turkey in the last decade. Yet despite these dpwsdots, the actual
marginalisation of the LGBTT movement is also refibel in the studies on the
women’s movement. For a more accurate analysi©i@ivbomen’smovement in
Turkey, it is important to study its relationshijtimthe LGBTT movement as well.

The present study is made up of seven chaptetsr &fe Introduction in
which | will explain why this issue is worth exarmg and briefly introduce what
each chapter will consist of, in Chapter 2, avddaiierature on NSMs and the
global economic, political, social and ideologicaintext in which NSM theories

were produced will be presented. The criticismea&d towards available NSM

2 For instance when | first began my research, kédofor master’s and doctoral theses written in
Middle East Technical University on the subjecteTmly thesis that | could find was that of Ozlem
Hoscan on the portrayal of homosexuality in the Turksess (Hgcan, 2006). Similarly, | could
not find any academic sources on the history o B8TT movement in Turkey except for that of
Deniz Yildiz (Yildiz, 2007) published gaos GL, and summarised information at the websites of
some major LGBTT organisations.
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theories will also briefly be introduced in Chapterin this chapter, | will also
shortly elaborate on feminist and LGBT(Q) (Lesbi&@ay, Bisexual, Transgender
and Queer) theories.

In Chapter 3 | will briefly describe the “History the Women’s Movement
in Turkey” starting from the late Ottoman periodlan Chapter 4, the “History of
the LGBTT Movement in Turkey” will be presented &dson an examination of
written sources and oral interviews. In this chapiewill also present and
introduce a discussion of the active LGBTT orgainises in Turkey.

In Chapter 5, I will discuss the current relatiapsdf these two movements
and how it evolved over time. Both in this chaped throughout the rest of the
thesis, | will present the feminist movement asub-sategory of the women’s
movement since it is different from other brancbéshe women’s movement in
significant ways despite the fact that in Turkisgintext, feminists have worked
with other branches of women’s movement in maniviies.

In Chapter 6, | will make a comparative analysis tle strategies,
activities, demands and accomplishments of the wsnand the LGBTT
movements during the legislative reform processaka 2000s as a specific “case”
illustrating the relationship between the two moeets. In this context, the
Constitutional amendments, reforms of the Penalil @hd Labour Codes will be
analysed.

In the Conclusion | will examine the LGBTT movemamtTurkey in light
of available NSM literature and argue that althot$M theories may partially be
applied to the Turkish case, the most importaneeispf the LGBTT movement in
Turkey that cannot be explained through NSM theoigetheir position vis-a-vis
the state; i.e. their participation in legislatneform processes. The participants of
the LGBTT movement in Turkey do not fully supporEM theorists’ arguments
either. Hence, in this chapter, | will try to settle strengths and weaknesses of
NSM theories taking into account the LGBTT movemamtTurkey. In the
Conclusion, | will also present my final remarks the current position of the
women’s and LGBTT movements and attempt some sggoos about their
future.

A significant portion of this thesis is based or ihformation gained in
interviews made with the 17 LGBTT activists. Mostliese interviewees have had

4



experiences within the women’s movement in Turkeg. tThe interviews were
conducted between July-October 2009 in Ankdstanbul and Eskehir. Each
interview took between one and two and a half hodise interviews were

conducted in Turkish and their transcriptions hiagen translated by myself.



CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL DISCUSSIONS

As explained in the Introduction, this thesis exaasi the LGBTT
movement in Turkey to demonstrate the strengths veeaknesses of available
NSM theories. The popular argument in NSM theasebat NSM activists do not
struggle for social, economic and political righiis is not supported by the case
of Turkey. Another debate in current NSM literatiseabout the participants of
NSMs. NSM theorists usually make either class bagetralisations about NSM
participants, or argue that common ideological eong bring people together in
NSMs. The empirical evidence on the participantshef LGBTT movement in
Turkey does not fully support such arguments eithywever, NSM theories’
analyses of the organisational structure and cemther features of NSMs as
different from working class movements apply to Thekish case.

In order to understand the strengths and weakneskesirrent NSM
theories to apply universally, we have to takeasellook into NSM literature. So |
will try to explain NSM theories in this sectionhdn | will briefly discuss feminist
and LGBTQ theories to have an idea about the thieatefoundations of the
feminist and LGBTT movements. | specifically intuae feministtheories, rather
than women'’s studies in general, because mostech¢chdemic studies on LGBTT
issues reflect a feminist stand, both in Turkey alhdround the world. In addition,
the branch of the women’s movement that is closeshe LGBTT movement in
Turkey is the feminist movement.

However, before presenting available literature lmoth feminist and
LGBTQ theories, and on NSM theories in generak itnportant to note that most
of this literature is of Anglo-Saxon oridirThere are many points in this literature,
which will be presented in the following sectiohatt might also be applied to the
Turkish case. Since some of the woman and LGBTiViats, were either educated
abroad or lived abroad for a while, they were veeljuainted with NSMs (and

% Feminist studies in Turkey are more common thaBTG studies. Yet they are still marginalised.
6



NSM theories) so that many commonalities betweesgir tiexperiences, their
awareness on such experiences, and their selfgiencavere indeed influenced by
the NSMs of Western origin. However, there were atsues and points in the
theoretical discussion of NSMs in the West thaitdowt be applied to Turkey. For
instance NSMs were started in Turkey in the lat80%9whereas they had already
begun to be formed in the West in the late 1960silé&\some NSM theorists claim
that one of the factors underlying the formatiolN&Ms was that the welfare state
had satisfied basic human needs in the 1950s a6fsl@ the core (D’Anieri,
Ernst & Kier, 1990: 446), this has never been thgecin the periphery. Thus, in
order to avoid a Eurocentric view that would ndtee of the Turkish reality, it is
necessary to keep in mind the Anglo-Saxon natureghef discussions to be
summarised below. It is hoped that field studike this one will help to provide a
non-Western theory that will better analyse andlarpthe social movements in
this area of the world.

There are a few studies made in Turkey on LGBTI&ese are usually
undergraduate, MS and doctoral theses or expeseshprepared in institutions
such as the Forensic Medicine Institution. Thesdiss are often not related with
issues of NSM literature but try to address to pel@gical or cultural matters
concerning LGBTTs. These are Ozlemskean’s (Hgcan, 2006) Sinem Yildiz's
(Yildiz, 2003) and Nuyen Turan Musellim's (Musellim, 2003) theses. Ozlem
Hoscan investigated the portrayal of homosexualityh@ Turkish press between
the years 1998 and 2006. Sinem Yildiz analysed ridationship between
depression levels and childhood negligence in bséxual and gay men, and
Nursen Turan Musellim researched trauma and violeneetdundividuals’ sexual
orientation. Unlike these studies, this thesis @lates on the LGBTmovemenin
the light of NSM theories.

There are two studies that deal directly with th@BOT movement in
Turkey. One of them,New Social Movements and the Homosexual Movement in
Turkey, was written by &aos GLactivist, Ali Erol in 1996. Ali Erol says:

While 19" century social movements revolved around the rifetween
labour and capital, new social movements put emghas those
contradictions that do not directly arise from tlditlabour and capital,
those contradictions that traditional social movetsedisregard (Erol,
1996: 9).



According to Erol, NSMs were started in the Westaasopposition to and
to fill the vacuum of social democrats, in the E@simmunists, and in the Third
World national liberation movements (Erol, 1996: Ble has argued that these
movements began in Turkey after the coup in 198Dthe first major gay group of
Turkey,Kaos GLgot together in the beginning of the 1990s.

The second studyHomosexuality in Turkey and the Group, Kaos’ &L
written by Tuwba Ozkan in 2004. It focuses #tmos GL, but also elaborates on
some other LGBTT groups in Turkey. Details fromsthewo studies will be

referred to in the following sections.

2.1.New Social Movements: Context and Theories

2.1.1. Late 1960s and the 1970s: When NSMs Arose

Before introducing NSM theories, it could be usetfol describe the
economic, political, social and ideological enviment in which NSMs were
started in the late 1960s and 1970he context in which NSMs arose could give
an insight into both the strengths and weaknestéakeotheoretical suggestions
presented below, and into understanding NSMs ireig&n

The Post World War Il international economic ordexs characterised by
the Bretton Woods system of trade and monetarynres)i (Gilpin, 2001: 86),
which required that the hegemon, i.e. United Stateuld be the source of global
liquidity through balance of payments deficits (€oh 1995: 222, 227) and
promote cooperation between the allies; i.e. Waskrope, Canada and Japan,
who all shared with US the idea that a liberal eron would both meet their
economic interests and consolidate their alliargzgrest “the other world”; i.e. the
Soviet bloc (Gilpin, 2001: 86).

* Although NSMs are still alive, it would extend tlhimits of this thesis to discuss the social,
economic, political and ideological context froneth960s to today. Thus, | will only present
shortly the context in which NSMs initially arose.
® Cohen argues that the four basic points centréédBretton Woods system was the adoption of
pegged exchange rates; IMF acting as the pool tbmad currencies and gold; prevention of
economic warfare; i.e. control of currencies ortegye rates; and IMF acting as an international
forum of cooperation regarding monetary mattersh@n 1995: 219-220).

8



This political economic order began to come to raah i@ the late 1960s and
the 1970s. Panitch and Gindin argue that the Braffoods system was doomed to
fail due tostructural problems. They explain that:

The fixed exchange rates established by [the BreWfods] agreement
depended on the capital controls that most countoier than the US
maintained after the war. Yet the very internatizadion of trade and
foreign direct investment [promoted by the Brett@oods system]...
contributed to the restoration of a global finahaiarket, the corresponding
erosion of capital controls, and the vulnerabilify fixed exchange rates

(Panitch and Gindin, 2004: 18).

In any case, by the mid 1960s, it was obvious that Bretton Woods
system was beginning to crack. Especially after 1865 Vietnam War, the US
began to have balance of payment surpfusesl export inflation (Cohen, 1995:
224, 227). By 1968, which was the year of Americdédeat at Téet (Oran, 2001:
658) it was clear that the dollar could no longeport the pegged-rate regime.
Western European countries that had been accumglldtillars, primarily France,
contributed to the dollar glut. So in 1971, doNeas devalued (Oran, 2001: 658)
and US economic and political decline began tolacat.

Surely, the affect of Vietham was not only econanfibe US sending of
troops to Vietnam despite the objections of its Wiesallies and NATO would
lead the US to be politically isolated (Arngha 584). Additionally, the war was
heavily protested both in US and all over the wq@an, 2001: 658). Young
people refusing to go to Vietham burnt their de#tds on the streets (Oran, 2001:
659). French students were shouting the anarclugas “Forbidden to forbid!”
and hippies had already initiated the “sexual netioh” (Oran, 2001: 659-660).
The world was, so to say, “boiling”.

One of the most important developments charactgyishe 1970s was
detente. According to Fahir Armgla, among the most important reasons of the
detente between the Western and the Eastern blecs the 1962 Cuban Missile
Crisis, rising Asian, African, Latin American umf, Third World and Non-
Alignment movements and improving US-Communist @hielations (Armaglu:
623). First of all, the Cuban Missile Crisis showsath blocs that if the two super

powers would choose to pursue fierce policies tdwa&ach other, the world might

® In fact the situation began to reverse in 19581965 was a turning point with regard to US’s
position as the global liquidity supplier. For tuet detail, see Cohen, 1995.
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easily face a nuclear war since both US and USSRblean investing in nuclear
weapons for decades (Arnigo: 554, 602). In addition, through its emphasis on
disarmament and by trying to refrain from pickingemf the two blocs (Armatu:
634), the Non-Aligned Movement (or Asian-African oB) brought into the
international political environment an unpreceddntgena of democracy and
equality (Oran, 2001: 659) The improvement of the US-Communist China
relations and the deterioration of the USSR-ComstunChina relations
significantly decreased USSR’s power within the teas bloé (Armagslu: 553-
554). Last but not least, Baskin Oran explains itinditzidual countries within each
bloc, primarily in the Eastern bloc, found the oterto pursue independence
policies thanks to the struggle between the leadkthe two blocs (Oran, 2001:
657). Starting with the 1970s, all of these fagtwame together to trigger detente.

The political and economic crises of the 1970s dwwme had to be
overcome. Yet large deficit countries like Greaitddn were interested in the
preservation of the role of the sterling (Gilpi®0a.: 97). Meanwhile, the US began
to pursue protectionist policies against the nepoebers of manufactured goods--
i.e., primarily Japan, the new industrial powereTdrgan promoted for adjustment
was again the IMF (Ruggie, 1982: 408). “The bura#éndomestic adjustment
measures, therefore, fell disproportionately on tleveloping countries” like
Turkey (Ruggie, 1982: 408). Similarly the burdentloé oil shocks of the 1970s
fell disproportionately on developing countrieshaligh the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) had intenaedse rising oil prices as a
political weapon against the West (Arnghg 728).

As Northern states increasingly began to pursudegtionist policies,
governments of the South begun (and was forcedhéyMF and the WB) to give
up import substituting industrialisation prograr&specially Latin American states
that had been pursuing import substituting indabsation policies for decades

were being “convinced” to switch to export oriergat starting with the 1960s,

"It is important to note that though the Non-Aligemh movement tried to refrain from picking a
side, most of the members of the movement embraetkls of socialism, combining anti-Western
elements with nationalist goals of complete indejesice (Armaglu: 630-631).
8 In fact, the disagreements between Communist GiiaUSSR had begun in the late 1950s. For
a more detailed elaboration of the USSR-US-Chifations, see Armaiiu.
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usually through military coups, some of which weremoted by the US. On the
other hand the Middle East was being destroyedtsystate and civil was

In addition to the above mentioned protests and am@nts, peasant and
working class struggles both in the core and thrgopery were at the peak. All of
these protests and movements “were bound to hawe@erct on capital’s profits
and on the institutions of the post-war institubrder (Panitch and Gindin,
2004: 18)". Perhaps it was the combination of dllttee aforementioned three
elements; i.e. structural failures, conjuncture ngfes and strong protest, that
caused the post war international order to conmamtend.

Finally in 1979, USSR invaded Afghanistan and thkamic Revolution
took place in Iran, causing the US to lose twotstia countries (Oran, 2001: 659).
In the same year, US began a self-imposed nealipeogram and basically from
the 1980s onwards, neo-liberal policies gradualiyne to prevail all over the
world. Panitch and Gindin argue that neo-liberalismay have economic
mechanisms, but it is in factpmlitical response to the democratic rights gained by
subordinate masses, “which had become, in a newexb@and from capital’'s
perspective, barriers to accumulation. Neo-libsmaliinvolved not just reversing
those gains, but weakening their institutional fdations (Panitch and Gindin,

2004: 21)” and while doing so, it aggrieved millgoof people all over the world.

2.1.2. NSM Theories

It was in such context that NSMs emerged. For desagtholars have been
trying to develop NSM theories due to the inadeguat Marxist theories in
explaining the social movements of the post-70s &he class and economic
reductionism of previous Marxist explanations ofllective action privileged
proletarian revolution that is rooted in the sphefgroduction and marginalised
all other social identities (Buechler, 1995: 44RBhuechler suggests that while old
social movement theories defined class as the bésisllective action, new social
movement theories pointed out:

Other logics of action based in politics, ideologyd culture as the root of
much collective action, and they have looked tceotbources of identity

° For a detailed analysis of the wars in the Midekest, see Armaibu, 693-783.
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such as ethnicity, gender and sexuality as theneefiof collective identity

(Buechler, 1995: 442).

Thus “new” social movements have “presumably disgdiathe old social
movement of proletarian revolution associated witssical Marxism (Buechler,
1995: 442).”

The debates about the NSM paradigm revolve araamthin questions:
what are the reasons underlying the emergencevotoeial movements; are these
movements really “new”, i.e. fundamentally differdrom the social movements
of the pre-70s period or is there continuity betwé®e allegedly “old” and “new”
social movements; if new social movements are ésdgn‘new”, what are the
main characteristics of NSMs that make them diffefeom the social movements
of the previous era; who are the participants oMdSand why do these people
participate in NSMs...

The basic argument of those, who think that NSMsemsentially different
from old social movements, revolves around the sfiamation that Western
societies went through after the World War Il.dtdlaimed that by means of the
economic expansion of the 1950s and 1960s, andligthebution policies of the
welfare state, basic human needs were satisfied:

...The morass of bureaucracies and formal organizstidesigned to
implement the welfare state and maintain economimvth began to
expropriate the capacities of societal actors gaoize their own spheres of
social production autonomously. In other words, dontrast to the
industrial phase of capitalism, state control istpaustrial society reaches
beyond the productive sphere and into areas ofuropson, services, and
social relations. Hence the participants in thes& movements seek to
regain control over their personal and collectigese of identity (D’Anieri,

Ernst & Kier, 1990: 446).

In this view, western societies have entered inpmstindustrial era; hence
the social movements in this new era differ frorasthin the industrial period. In
the era of postindustrialism, “movements revol&slaround matters of class, and
more around politics and culture such as racialakiy feminism, peace, the
environment, and local issues (Williams, 2008: 341)

Chantal Mouffe has an additional point about thee rof the NSMs.
According to Mouffe, the transformations that tbek place in Western societies

after World War Il led to new forms of subordinatiand inequality, which in turn
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produced the NSMs (Mouffe, 2000: 301). As summadribg Slater, these new
forms of subordination that led to the rise of M®Ms according to Mouffe is as
follows:

(i) the commodification of social life, whereby thexpansion and
penetration of capitalist relations of productiamtoi an ever-widening
sphere of social life has created a situation inckviculture, leisure, death
and sexuality have all become a field of profit éapital; (ii) the increasing
bureaucratization of society, or a further peneiradf civil society by the
state; and (i) a marked tendency towards a motandardized,
homogenous way of life, or a so-called “massifmaiti of social life,
resulting from the growing power of mass mediat3|a1991: 34-35).
According to Mouffe, a subject might identify hinefiself in a variety of
positions since:

Within every society, each social agent is insailbe a multiplicity of
social relations — not only social relations ofguwotion but also the social
relations, among others, of sex, race, nationaétyd vicinity. All these
social relations determine... subject positions... (Mawr000: 296).

In each individual, Mouffe explains, there are “tipleé subject positions
corresponding both to the different social relasian which the individual is
inserted and to the discourses that constituteethadations (Mouffe, 2000: 296)”.
Mouffe implies that NSM activists were constructsl subjects in a democratic
tradition brought about by the working class sttaggDemocratic discourse
guestions all forms of inequality and subordinat{dfouffe, 2000: 303)". Thus,
Mouffe states that since NSMs, or as she calls “democratic struggles” are
resistances to the new forms of subordination Wrowpout by the post war
transformation, and since these resistances wernedan by subjects of multiple
positions, NSMs revolve around identities othentbkass. Yet it is the availability
of democratic discourses that revolve around dlassopened a gate for subjects
of “other” positions to pursue these “new democratruggles”.

In his article New Social Movements: A Critical RevievwNelson A.
Pichardo summarises the basic claims of those wigneathat the social
movements of the post-70s period are “new” in thiese that they are essentially
different from the working class struggle of thelustrial era, and direct certain
criticisms against them. As implied above, it igicled that “rather than focusing
on economic redistribution (as do working-class erments), NSMs emphasize

quality of life and life-style concerns (Pichard®97: 414)".
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Economic growth and the material rewards that dvyates are no longer
endorsed if they entail the destruction of the redtenvironment and the
control of collective and personal identities. &#st, the new social
movements seek the achievement of “postmateridiiega the preservation
of social bonds, collective goods and the qualify ppoduction and
consumption (D’Anieri, Ernst & Kier, 1990: 447).

However, as cited by Pichardo, Calhoun points $batal movements of the
nineteenth century like the suffrage movement vwatemotivated by economistic
motivations neither (Pichardo, 1997: 418).

In addition, it is stated that rather than tryioggrasp political power as in
the case of the working-class struggles of the stréal era, NSMs try to create a
field of autonomy (Slater, 1991: 39) whereby thatess intervention in everyday
life is replaced with individuals’ domination ofetn own lives® (D’Anieri, Ernst &
Kier, 1990: 446). In this regard, Offe argues tN$Ms try to change the
relationship between the state and the civil sgci€ontrary to old social
movements, NSMs try to “reconstitute a civil sogigiat is no longer dependent
upon ever more regulation, control and interverit{@ffe, 1999: 338). This aspect
is interlinked with the fact that contrary to theld” social movements, NSMs
reject the distinction between the public and theape spheres (Slater, 1991: 38).
Offe claims that by acting at an intermediate sphsgtween “private” concerns
and “institutional, state-sanctioned mode of padditj the civil society tries to
emancipate itself from the state and all of itdgiftn8ons such as family, rationality,
progress, production, relations with nature etéfg(1999: 338).

As Taylor and Whittier express, central to the déston on the NSMs and
why people participate in NSMs is the concept dfective identity. “Collective
identity is the shared definition of a group thatides from members’ common
interests, experiences and solidarity (Taylor & Wi, 1999: 170)". It is argued
that one of the differences between the class bass®ments prior to the 70s and
NSMs is that collective identity is a major poimband which NSMs politically
organise (Taylor & Whittier, 1999: 170). Howeverneo might ask whether
organising around collective identity is really estohctive feature between the

° However, D’Anieri, Ernst and Kier indicate thaistis not peculiar to the social movements of
the post-70s period. They suggest that nineteeetitucy Oneida Community and Chartist
movements also tried to escape from state inteiore(iD’ Anieri, Ernst & Kier, 1990: 450).
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“old” and the “new” social movements in the sertss wworking classes of the pre-
70s era also gathered together as a political gaug to shared interests and
experiences. Likewise Taylor and Whittier argud ttwlective identity is a central
point in all forms of collective action (Taylor & Wittier, 1999: 170). Thus it is
neither accurate to claim that “new” social movetagmresent a total break from
the past, nor is it correct to overrate the cortynibetween the two movements.

Despite the controversial arguments about whetherNSMs are indeed
“new”, there are certain aspects of the NSMs tlgttrgyuish them from the social
movements of the pre-70s era. One of the main ctarstics of NSMs that make
them different from the pre-70’s social movemersgsthat they advocate direct
democracy, self-help groups and consciousnessngaigiroups, open, non-
hierarchical, segmented and decentralised orgamsdtstructures, cooperative
styles of social organisation, an anti-bureaucrptsture, nonviolence and civil
disobedience (Pichardo, 1997: 414-416; Larafia, stohn& Gusfield, 1994: 8).
The commitment to autonomy, solidarity and the ggite against hierarchy and
alienation are all basic elements of NSMs (Slt@eg1: 39). Yet this is not always
the case for some groups that might be labelledngntbe NSMs. Whether
voluntary or involuntary, there is a visible hieray based on merit, education and
expertise in some NSMs (Rose, 1997: 465). In amditD’Anieri, Ernst and Kier
argue that the Oneida Community of thé" X@ntury too had a decentralized and
participatory form of organisation (D’Anieri, Ern&t Kier, 1990: 451). Though it
is possible to trace such forms of organisationsingular struggles throughout
history, what is arguably different in NSMs is ththts form of organisation is
somewhat institutionalised.

In addition to the above mentioned characteristd§Ms differ from
previous social movements since they “involve thergence of new or formerly
weak dimensions of identity (Larafa, Johnston & fi@le 1994: 7). This was
strengthened by the fact that most NSMs, partibutie women’s movement, the
LGBTT movement, or alternative medicine movementgstjon personal and
intimate aspects of human life such as sexualitye letc. (Larafia, Johnston &
Gusfield, 1994: 8). Thus, activists of the pre-p@siod, who felt that they could
not exist in class-based social movements with th&n identities found a place in
NSMs and became critical of some features of tikee7®s’ social movements.
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Another distinctive aspect of the NSMs is its seltexive character; i.e.
“participants are constantly questioning the megnaf what is being done”
(Pichardo, 1997: 415). Melucci tries to explainsttieature of the NSMs by
defining them as part of the “information societlfe explains that an information
society is one in which “most of the trivial acties of everyday life are marked by
and depend on the impacts of the transformatiotisarsphere of information” and
in which “the circulation of information ties theowd system together and raises
new transnational problems over the control, catah, and exchange of
information” (Melucci, 1994: 110). Since informatias a symbolic and reflexive
resource, in such a society, individuals recognisemselves as producers of
meanings, hence able to change meanings, Melugsi Bi@nce strong emphasis is
put on symbols and signs; there is a huge concegmimformation and knowledge,
an effort to seek alternative readings of offida&courses (Slater, 1991: 37) and a
constant trial to establish alternative sourcesformation and knowledge.

Some other features of NSMs that make them diffefemm the social
movements of the previous era are that while the70s’ social movements
primarily defined their struggle as a step towatds revolution; collective action
and collective identity are “ends in themselvesthia NSMs (Slater, 1991, 38). By
relating to everyday life and individual identitgdntemporary movements detach
themselves from the traditional model of politicarganisation, and they
increasingly distance themselves from politicaltsys (Melucci, 1994: 103)". In
addition, their tactics and strategies are diffefesm “old” social movements; i.e.
they frequently use unconventional tactics like snealies, site occupations and
sit-ins etc. (D’Anieri, Ernst & Kier, 1990: 447).

Many authors classify NSM theories into two witlyaed to the emphases
that different theorists put on different aspedtthe NSMs. For instance Pichardo
argues that there are basically two views aboup#ngcipants of the NSMs. One is
that if we neglect certain differences, the mairtip@ants of these movements are
members of the new middle class, “persons who mayecfrom the public service,
educational, and artistic sectors of the economWill@ms, 2008: 341 and
Pichardo, 1997: 416-417). These activist profesdgare highly educated and are
not dependent on corporate profit making ideoloflye second view is that the
main participants of the NSMs are not necessarigmivers of a specific social
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class but individuals with common social concefitds an ideological rather than

ethnic, religious, or class-based community” (Pidba 1997:. 417). Buechler

names the former NSM theories political theoriesl dne latter ones cultural

theories (Buechler, 1995: 457) and makes furthebahtions regarding these two
types of theori€'s.

The basic argument regarding the middle class waoént in NSMs is
presented by the New Class Theory. Jenkins andadéakxplain that New Class
Theory suggests that the conditions of the posistréhl era, namely the basis of
social stratification shifting from property to eqise and “the growth of the
public sector as a force in shaping the contertnof discourse about civil society”
made the new class a potential source of polificatest (Jenkins and Wallace,
1996: 186). Although there are different percamtiof who belongs to this “new
class”, the principle idea is that the new classs®is of the professional-
managerial class that has higher education and wotBnomy compared to the
working classes of the pre-70s era (Jenkins andadél 1996: 186). Fred Rose
explains that according to the New Class Theory,rdason why the new middle
class participate in NSMs is that these movementsue strictly middle class
interest, i.e., material interests deriving frore thrganisation of middle class work
(Rose, 1997: 464). However, this theory negldutsrole of individual beliefs in
motivating people to participate in social moversemthich also explains why not
all middle class members participate in these apipaal movements.

In his article Towards a Class-Cultural Theory of Social Movements
Reinterpreting New Social MoveménRose also examines two other theories that
try to explain the relationship between the newdiddclass and the NSMs: the
New Social Movement Theory and the Cultural Shiftedry (Rose, 1997: 465,
488). Rose explains that the New Social Movementofyn sees NSMs as a
response to the subordination of the cultural sptiereconomics and that the
middle class is the primary group that has thetglkahd skills to react against this
subordination. Yet this theory neglects the roleclass interests in participating
NSMs. The Cultural Shift Theory reverses this logied suggests that these
movements areutcomesof the growing wealth of the society and that einice

middle class is the basic class that benefits fthim affluence, it is the main

11 For more details on Buechler’s classification, Beechler, 1995: 457-459.
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participant of these movements but the CulturaftSiieory fails to recognise that
these movements are oppositions to state domiremitéhe status-qud

Combining certain elements of these theories, Rdseelops a new
explanation, class-culture, to explain the middasg affiliation to NSMs. In this
framework, Rose argues that class cultures contimtie conformity and resistance
to the structural demands of the class which aapesth both by work and by the
institutions in which people socialise (Rose, 19973). “Middle-class work entails
some degree of judgement, applying knowledge tquensituations” (Rose, 1997:
476). In order to achieve some degree of expefssating from an early age], the
middle class must spend considerable amount ofggnen “self-development”.
This brings the internalisation of certain persoiiglas and values (Rose, 1997:
477, 478). Thus;change is pursued through raising consciousnessaff@cting
lifestyles because the middle class defines its @etivities by its ideas and
beliefs” (Rose, 1997: 488). Besides, the middlsslaas a great chance to access
state institutions and feels that it has the chatwa certain degree, to affect the
decision making process since members of theséuinsis too are usually
members of the same class (Rose, 1997: 481) Thase Rrgues that both class
interests and cultural values push middle classvithgials to participate in social
movements: the middle class has an interest imtaiaing a society with certain
rules and order, which will provide them with thecsess that comes with self-
development; the middle class has “an interestlraacing their own ideas, skills,
and beliefs as an affirmation of personal idenéibd self-worth” in accordance
with the cultural environment that they are bortoifRose, 1997: 480-481). Rose
also suggests that NSMs emerge from middle cldssreu

Middle-class movements must be flexible and egaitato accommodate
many individuals searching for their own identitesd seeking a sense of
purpose tied to their knowledge and actions. Thphasis on equality is an
acknowledgment of the value placed on the indiViduest to define one’s
own direction. Since most people join these org#tions as volunteers
based on internalized purposes, these organizatielys on individual
initiative to succeed. This also leads organizatitmemphasize egalitarian
roles with few means to compel members to partieip®ather, these
movement organizations provide avenues for indaislto act based on
their own sense of purpose (Rose, 1997: 483-484).

2 For a more detailed elaboration of these threeribe and Rose’s critique of them, see Rose,
1997: 464-472.
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Those who argue that the participants of NSMs atenacessarily members
of a certain social class state that what bring8INf8tivists together is common
concerns over social issues (Pichardo, 1997: Ra&her than arguing that class
positions form the basis of NSM participation, #hekeorists are “more likely to
identify the social base of new social movementaan-class terms, by referring
either to other statuses and identities or to \slaad ideologies that define
movement constituencies (Buechler, 458-459)".

Offe, on the other hand, argues that the actor&N&Ms are neither
dependent upon ideological codes that are foundthenlevel of their self-
identification, nor do they belong to particularded socioeconomic groups like
the middle class (Offe, 1999: 345). Yet, he sals tloes not indicate that the
social base of these movements is amorphous aedogenheous in terms of class
and ideology (Offe, 1999 345). He identifies theeth segments of NSM
participants as:

(1) the new middle class, especially those elemehighich work in the

human service professions and/or the public se(@prelements of the old

middle class, and (3) a category of the populatonsisting of people
outside the labour market or in a peripheral positto it (such as

unemployed workers, students, housewives, retiemgons) (Offe, 1999:

345).

Though the reasons of the participation of thet fifoup are debated by
many authors that were mentioned above, Offe tadedaborate on the reasons of
the participation of the last two groups. He saywt the life conditions of these
people are shaped by highly authoritative and ictiste mechanisms (Offe, 1999:
347). In this sense they are *“trapped”, which bsingbout revolt against
bureaucratic and patriarchal institutions (Offe999347). In addition, the so-
called peripheral group; i.e. students, housewetes according to Offe can afford
to spend time on political activities. Offe alsgysahat the interests of the old
middle class; i.e. farmers, shop owners and aHmaducers coincide with the
protests of the NSMs (Offe, 1999: 347). Thus, CGdigues that these people
participate in NSMs.

It is important to note that none of the above nogred theories are fully
supported by empirical evidence (Pichardo, 199ArREri, Ernst and Kier, 1990;

Taylor and Whittier, 1999; Rose, 1997). This istipdly due to the effort to
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establish a holistic theory on the NSMs regardtgfskocalities. One of the basic
criticisms that can be directed towards various NiBkbries is that while trying to
generalise the structural, ideological and cultufattors underlying NSMs,
theorists neglect the impacts of the social, calfteconomic, political, ideological
etc. factors peculiar to the geography where aiqudatr NSM rises. While

elaborating on the women’s and LGBTT movements umk&y in the light of

existing NSM theories, it is thus significant toekein mind the factors peculiar to

Turkey, and the region that the aforementioned nm&re developed.
2.2. Feminist and LGBT(Q) Theories

I have previously noted that the women’s and thad8LG movements in
Turkey have a close relationship, both theoretjcalhd in practice. However, the
branch of the women’s movement that is closesthto tGBTT movement in
Turkey is the feminist movement. In fact most af srcademic studies on LGBTT
issues reflect a feminist stand, both in Turkey aldaround the world. Hence it
might be useful to briefly introduce feminist thies;, before taking a closer look at
LGBT(Q) theories.

2.2.1. Feminist Theories

Although the women’s movement is listed among NSMghe post-70s
era, feminist theory has a much longer historyrom its emergence in the laté"8
century till today, it has never been possible peak about a single feminist
theory. Both feminist theory and feminist practl@ve many branches, the most
important of which are liberal, Marxist, radical, ocgalist and
poststructuralist/postmodernist feminisfhdn this section, the basic premises of

13 Arguably, the association of the women’s movenwettt NSMs is due to the fact that the second
wave of the women’s movement that started in th80%$9when NSMs also emerged, shared basic
premises of NSMs, such as the questioning of alinfoof hierarchy, the emphasis out on
consciousness raising, autonomy etc. However, fiumte feminists’ struggle, particularly their
struggle for suffrage and equal rights and the dafeminist struggle in Soviet countries are worth
noting.
1 |n addition to these branches of feminism, JosepHdonovan takes into account cultural
feminism, Freudian feminism and essentialist fesmmi For a more detailed elaboration, see
Donovan, 2006.
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each of these feminist theories, their suggestaimsut women’s liberation and
some major criticisms directed towards them wilsbenmarised. | will also briefly

touch upon lesbian feminism and ecofeminism in sleistion. Most of the feminist
theories that will be explained below are also adstérn origin. Hence, they may
not exactly address to the subordination and etgtlon of women of the non-

Western world. In order to avoid a Eurocentric vigswmight be important to keep
this fact in mind.

Liberal feminism emerged towards the end of th® 48d the beginning of
the 19" centuries in the West. Mary Wollstonecraft's fama@uVindication of the
Rights of Woman (1792% usually accepted as the initial product of bidberal
feminism, and feminism in general (Donovan, 2008). IThis earlier form of
liberal feminism began to be modified starting witle 1960s. The new form(s) of
liberal feminism, still alive today, can be refetréo as contemporary liberal
feminism.

Early liberal feminists, i.e. liberal feminists dfe 18" and 18" century,
were affected by the Enlightenment idea that “mieadl “natural” rights that no
government can intrude upon (Donovan, 2006: 17)stMinlightenment thinkers
argued that women were excluded from such rigitsesthey were different from
men. As cited in Clinton, one of the most importdrilightenment thinkers,
Diderot argued that “men were usually motivated regson and women by
instinct” (Clinton, 1976: 287). This “natural” défence between men and women
was reflected in social life as the exclusion ofnvem from the “rational” public
sphere; i.e. law, education, employment etc. arglisnnment to the “emotional”
private sphere; i.e. the house as housewives (TD®89: 13). Liberal feminists
like Wollstonecraft, Harriet Taylor and John Stubtill, Sarah Grimke, E. C.
Stanton etc. insisted that women, as well as mawe lthe capacity of rationality;
they maintained that men and women are alike, abttiey should have the same
rights and opportunities (Donovan, 2006: 33).

The equal rights argument began to lose its stieadfer the suffrage
movement of the I and early 26 centuries (Bryson, 1992: 159). As Betty
Friedan explained in her famous woiltje Feminine Mystique (1963%fter World
War Il, women began to be envisaged as solely waues and were imprisoned
within their homes. InThe Feminine Mystique (1963friedan suggested that
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women should participate in the labour force amatess little time to housework
as possible (Bryson, 1992: 160-161). However, twerades later Friedan
recognised that this suggestion was causing “thibldoday” and began to speak
about aFeminist Mystiquein which “Superwoman” was this time trapped withi
the career-marriage combination (Tong, 1989: 24-Z%)s recognition; i.e. the
recognition that equal rights are not enough to reripate women led to what |
called contemporary liberal feminism. In contrasteiarly liberal feminists, who
believed that there was nothing that we can dcetodncipate” women other than
struggling for equal rights and for the abolitioi discriminatory practices,
contemporary, so-called “welfare”, liberal femisgisargue that it necessary to
eliminate socio-economic, as well as legal, impetdite to women’s progress
today, via policies like preferential hiring or mr8e discrimination
(Tong, 1989: 29).

From its earlier days, liberal feminists wereicrsied by Marxists feminists
for not struggling for the transformation of capge but rather for what Clara
Zetkin called “the ladies” rights (Akal, 2003: 51)”. Early Marxist feminists,
Alexandra Kollontai, Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxentpuiollowed Engels’
arguments presented in tleigin of the Family (1884fjDonovan, 2006: 89) that
taming of cattle brought by men’s acquisition ofdus value, which in turn led to
the introduction of the father right in order t@aV¥e heritage the private property
that men now acquired, resulting in the transitonmonogamy (Engels, 1972:
220-221). This asymmetric material relation betwdenhusband and the wife also
holds in modern industrial family, since it is ttman, who brings food to the family
by working outside the house, and the woman, whgages in non-productive
household management, which loses its public cterand becomes a private act
in modern industrial society (Donovan, 2006: 88nkke Engels and early Marxists
feminists claimed that women would be emancipatedeu socialism by entering
into the public sphere and through the socialisatibhousework and childrearing
(Tong, 1989: 49).

Like liberal feminism, Marxist feminism also begnchange in the 1960s,
when Marxists feminists began to reconsider Engaissis. One of those Marxists

15 7etkin used this term to refer to the struggle $affrage, which was the main motive of the
feminists supported by social democrat leaderhéndte nineteenth, early twentieth century. For a
more detailed discussion, see Akal, 2003.
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feminists was Margaret Benston, who defined womenaaclass of people
producing simple use-values, and she was thedimging many Marxists to realise
that even when women entered into the labour fdahes, had to struggle with the
“double day™®. Hence Benston argued that the socialisation efséwork and
childrearing is the single factor that will end wemn’s oppression as a group (Tong,
1989: 53-54).

Benston was followed by Mariarosa Bella Costa aetim@ James, who
realised that domestic work, contrary to Engelg'sts and Benston’s argument, is
productive; i.e. housework produces surplus vallmis, they started a campaign
to wage housework rather than promoting women’saece to the labour force in
order to be emancipated (Tong, 1989: 54).

One of the most important factors that made bdberdl and Marxist
feminists to reconsider their premises was the gerere of radical feminism in the
1960s. Radical feminism emerged in the West indte1960s and early 1970s as
a “reaction against the theories, organisatiomattires, and personal life styles of
the male ‘New Left' (Donovan, 2006: 155)". Unlikébéral feminists, radical
feminists argued that men and women are essentidgligrent. Unlike Marxist
feminists, radical feminists claimed that it wasrigachy, or male-domination that
cause women’s oppression, not capitalism (Donox@@6: 156).

One of the most well-known radical feminists, Simith Firestone argued
that patriarchy is the systemic subordination oinea, the origins of which are
based on biology, not economics as Marxist femsnedaimed (Tong, 1989: 72-
73). Firestone benefited from Marx and Engels’ warkl redefined the economic
notion of class as “sex class” as a biological eptici.e. men and women were two
opposite sex classes (Eisenstein, 1990: 126). tbivesargued that just as the
proletariat would be liberated once they seizednleans of production, women’s
emancipation would be possible via artificial regwotion technologies since

women would regain control over the meansepiroductiort’ (Tong, 1989: 74).

16 “Double-day” is the term used to indicate that vesnmworking outside the house have to deal
with the double burden of both housework and thwairk outside the house.
" Firestone praised artificial reproduction techii#s since she saw biological motherhood as “the
root of all evils, especially the vice of possessiss that generates feelings of hostility and
jealousy among human beings” (Tong, 1989: 76). Hpproach was also embraced by Marge
Piercy.
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Other radical feminists like Mary O’ Brien, AdrieanRich, Andrea
Dworkin, Margaret Atwood, Gena Corea, Robyn Rowlatd. have criticised
Firestone’s approach, claiming that giving up bisdal motherhood would not
liberate women (Tong, 1989: 77-81). Such radicatifiests embraced women’s
reproductive powers and emphasised that women'&ptwcreate life makes men
so jealous that they try to control reproductiveht®logies. Rather than using
male-dominated technologies, according to theseahteminists, women would
have to embrace their reproductive powers, reglisiat “the source of [their]
oppression is also the source of [their] liberdtidrong, 1989: 78).

Last but not least, one of the greatest accompkstignof radical feminists
was the invention of the motto “the personal isitmall”. In her famous work,
Sexual Politics (1969)Kate Millet explained that the relationship betwethe
sexes is politicaf (Millet, 2000: 23). Millet argued that patriarcliy “a political
institution built on status, temperament, and r¢le. gender], a socially
conditioned belief system presenting itself as matr necessity” (Millet, 2000:
xi). According to Millet, such an institution coulde eliminated by eliminating
status, temperament and role; i.e. gender as cateti under patriarchy (Tong,
1989: 96). Radical feminists like Millet and ManlyFrench suggested that
androgyny is a solution against patriarchy whilkeotradical feminists like Mary
Daly saw the solution in embracing genuine feminiakies, and not the ones that
are constructed under male domination (Tong, 1989105).

The main criticism directed towards radical femmmisvas its biological
reductionism; some radical feminists have failedat@lyse that while sex is a
biological concept, gender is socially constructgthrtmann, 1996: 174). In
addition, radical feminists have been criticisedriot taking into account the fact
that technology too is a socially constructed pinesmon, and technology per se
cannot be the source of women’s emancipation. Hewekie emergence of radical
feminism was one of the factors that made womeunloslination envisaged by
larger masses.

Taking into account Marxist and radical feministdhies, a new branch of
feminism, socialist feminism emerged in the lat&d® and early 1970s. In fact

18 Millet states that “the term “politics” shall reféo power-structured relationships, arrangements
whereby one group of persons is controlled by aardtfMillet, 1970: 23).
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some authors like Josephine Donovan (2006) listsakst feminists among
Marxist feminists since the two schools of thoughtsse much in common.
According to Tong, the basic difference between ¥arfeminism and socialist
feminism is that while the former accounts classtlas basis of women’s
oppression, the latter argues that gender and bias equal roles in explaining
women’s oppression (Tong, 1989: 39).

Socialist feminists primarily aim to explain theleahat capitalism and
patriarchy play in women’s oppression. Althoughréhare dozens of socialist
feminists with peculiar contributions to the literee, since introducing all would
go beyond the scope of this section, | will onlggent the works of Juliet Mitchell,
Heidi Hartmann and Zillah Eisenstein.

According to J. Mitchell, production, reproductiosexuality and the
socialisation of children are four structures tbatermine women’s condition in
capitalist society (Morgen, 1990: 278). Mitchells@l defines three aspects in
women’s lives: economic, biosocial and ideologi&the argues that although the
economic aspects of women’s oppression might becowge by a change in the
mode of production; i.e. by overthrowing capitaljsime biosocial and ideological
aspects, which constitute the nonmaterial mearmatiarchy, will remain even in
a non-capitalist society. Hence Mitchell says twatmen’s liberation involves not
only overthrowing capitalism, but also pursuinganmaterial struggle against the
ideology that envisages women as exchange objeotsof/an, 2006: 122).

Hartmann, on the other hand, have materialist egiians for both
capitalism and patriarchy. Hartmann defined pathgras “a set of social relations
between men which have a material base, and wthiobgh hierarchical, establish
or create interdependence and solidarity among timnenable them to dominate
women” (Hartmann, 1996: 178). This material basssren men’s control over
women'’s labour power and sexuality, as well asréstriction of women’s access
to important economic resources (Hartmann, 1998).17

Hartmann explains that men’s control over womerdbolr power is
assured through the practice of the family wagaec&iwomen are paid less for
equal work and since housework and childrearingaaseimed to be the woman’s
duty, the family is seen as the income-pooling sojiported via the family wage,
which according to Hartmann assures men’s contvet awomen’s labour power
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(Hartmann, 1996: 183). Hartmann also points out hmapital benefits from
women'’s subordination similar to Zillah Eisensteatich will be explained later.

Hartmann, like all Marxist and socialist feministgsee women’s
emancipation in socialism. However, she statesuloemhen have to continue their
struggle once socialism is established since megtnbie reluctant towards leaving
their privileges. Hartmann summarises this in la@ndus words: “Men have more
to lose than their chains (Hartmann, 1996: 189-190)

Another socialist feminist, Zillah Eisenstein chessthe term “capitalist
patriarchy” to indicate that the two systems aretually dependent (Eisenstein,
1990: 114). Eisenstein adds that hierarchical deruasion of labour is the
structural and ideological base for both capitalesmd patriarchy (Eisenstein, 1990:
134). Eisenstein explains how both capital and imemefit from women’s work.
Capital benefits from women’s domestic work sinaawven reproduce both current
and future workers; i.e. they take care of men emttiren. When they enter the
labour force, they work for lower wages and thegbgise the economy through
their role as consumers (Eisenstein, 1990: 136} men also benefit from
women'’s work:

The bourgeoisie profits from the basic arrangenoémtomen’s work, as do

all individual men who benefit from labour done tbem in the home. All

men, regardless of class, benefit, although difféa#ty, from the system of

privileges they acquire within patriarchal soci@Eysenstein, 1990: 137).

Eisenstein suggests that women shall develop gallitionsciousness out of
their everyday lives, and current sexual divisibfabour, which lies in the basis of
both capitalism and patriarchy, should be challdnfpg women’s emancipation
(Eisenstein, 1990: 137, 140).

While socialist feminists criticised Marxist femst$ for not taking into
account women’s oppression by men (Tong, 1989: &8yialist feminists
themselves have been criticised for uncriticallyplging Marx and Engels’
categories to all areas of human life at all histrperiods (Flax, 1990: 46).
Despite such criticisms, socialist feminists toadfadttional Marxist feminist
arguments a step further and acknowledged thaastiwen, as well as capital, that
benefited from women’s subordination and made ingmbr contributions to

feminist literature.
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All of the above mentioned feminisms have beencgséd, particularly by
black and Third World feminists, for not addressitige issues of race and
ethnicity. To them, feminist theories seemed toresl only to the problems of
white, middle class, First World women:

Third World feminists and feminists of colour begentalk about race,

class and gender as intrinsic to each other, dalsmmstructions, realities,

identities emerging in particular social momentsl dacal places, but
shaped by processes such as colonialist capitansign, nation building,

and war (Acker, 1999: 51).

Postmodernist/poststructuralist feminism, whicheras the 1980s, also
partly managed to address to questions of differenghich were mostly
unanswered in previous feminist theories.

In order to understand postructuralist/postmodeifeiminists (and also for
the sake of the sections to come), we have to toycmn the basic premises of
postructuralism/postmodernism. Postmodernism amgdle the metanarratives of
Western civilisation, particularly the Enlightenmedea of the presence of a
historically progressive science (Donovan, 20063)21Hence postmodernists
“make us sceptical about beliefs concerning trlttowledge, power, the self, and
language that are often taken for granted withid aarve as legitimation for
contemporary Western culture (Flax, 1990: 41)”.tRaslernists like Foucault also
reject the grand institutions of Western civilisati which reify dominative
practices (Donovan, 2006: 213).

The most important criticisms that postmodernistiptucturalist feminists
direct towards previous feminist theories are theceptualisations, “woman” and
“patriarchy” (Walby, 1992: 33). Postmodernist femta argue that such concepts
are essentialist, and are unable to deal with guessof difference:

...Not only is there no unity to the category of “wanf, but an analyses
based on a dichotomy between “women” and “men” semealy suffer from
the flaw of essentialism. Instead, there are cameulto be a number of
overlapping, cross-cutting discourses of femingsitiand masculinities
which are historically and culturally variable (Vdg) 1992: 34).
Postmodernist feminists also argue that the contggitiarchy” is unable
to deal with the differences between women, sucHiffsrences based on class,

race and ethnicity (Walby, 1992: 33).
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In Postmodernism and Gender Relations in Feminist hetane Flax
defines “gender relations” as a category meaniafiiuce a complex set of social
processes that are constituted by and throughrétdéed parts (Flax, 1990: 44):

Through gender relations two types of persons aeated: man and

women... Nevertheless, gender relations so far ahawe been able to

understand them have been (more or less) relatibdemination. That is,
gender relations have been (more) defined and (fiexqiéy) controlled by
one of their interrelated aspects- the man (FI820145).

Flax adds that “to the extent that feminist disseudefines its problematic
as “woman”, it also ironically privileges the maa anproblematic or exempted
from determination by gender relations (Flax, 1998)” when in fact men too are
prisoners of gender, “although in highly differextéid but interrelated ways” (Flax,
1990: 45).

At this stage, one cannot refrain from asking wthat political implication
of this analysis is. That is the basic criticism redted towards
postmodernist/poststructuralist  feminists. Donova(R006) claims that
postmodernism blocks the possibility of genericitpm@l identity and political
action (Donovan, 2006: 214). Walby argues thatmosdernist feminists not only
neglect the social context of power relations, dab that “woman” and “man” as
signifiers still have sufficient cross-cultural ¢omity (Walby, 1992: 36).

Another branch of feminism that emerged in the 5980ecofeminism.
Although feminists of various branches have alsagsfled for animal rights, it was
not until the rise of ecofeminism that ecologicaues began to be an integral part
of feminist theory and practice:

One of the main theoretical projects of ecofeminisnto construct new
ways of thinking about the relationship between anmand nature,
including animal, replacing the dualistic, objegtiiy mode characteristic of
Western science (Donovan, 2006: 219).

Many ecofeminists establish a positive identifioatbetween women and
nature (Donovan, 2006: 217). Ecofeminists argué ‘tih@ domination of women
and the domination of nature are integral. (Dono2&®6: 218)”.

It is almost not possible to notice that althouglestions of difference have
begun to be discussed in feminist literature, skeruantation is still missing in
most feminist studies despite the criticisms obias feminists. Starting from the

1970s, leshian feminists began to criticise othemihist branches for being
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homophobic and heteronormative. For instance CtarlBunch criticised the
socialist feminist concept, family-wage, for ndkitag into account lesbian workers
(Donovan, 2006: 177).

In 1971, a group of lesbian feminists callRddicalesbianset the grounds
of lesbian feminist theory. “Trying to get awayrndhe concept of lesbianism as a
strictly sexual identity, th&®adicalesbiansrgue[d] that the lesbian [was] really a
natural, ‘unconscious’ feminist, a woman who dejdjteher energies to other
women, who refuse[d] to be identified in terms ahan (Donovan, 2006: 174)".
They refused “male-identified” categories and adytleat “only women [could]
give to each other a new sense of self’, calling“f@oman identified” women
(Donovan, 2006: 175).

Among the most important contributions of lesbi@minists to feminist
literature was the attempt to define heterosexuakbr instance Adrianne Rich
saw compulsory heterosexuality as a political tnstin that was a beachhead of
male dominance (Rich, 1980: 633, 637). Accordinikch, this institution curtails
woman-identification, which is a potential springddeof female power (Rich,
1980: 657).

Lesbian feminists’ suggestion for women’'s emanogpatwas lesbian
separatism; i.e. nonparticipation in the institotiaf heterosexuality (Tong, 1989:
125). Lesbian feminists like Martha Shelley andaB&dlow saw the lesbian as a
model for an independent strong woman (Donovan620d6) and others like
Sydney Abbott and Barbara Love argued that leskmanias a model for
egalitarian bonds (Donovan, 2006: 177).

In short, there are several feminist theorieshealving through time and
affecting each other. Despite the criticisms dedcagainst them, feminist theories
constitute a challenge towards mainstream/malestigsowledge and institutions

and a potential for women'’s liberation.
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2.2.2. LGBT(Q) Theories

In this sub section | will refer to LGBT studiesda@®ueer (Q) Theoty, the
differences between them and the criticisms dicktbevards them. As mentioned
before, LGBTT studies have been marginalised irkiSiracademia. Although the
situation is better in the West, possibly due te f#ct that the LGBT movement
has a longer history and is stronger there, Michdainer expresses how LGBT
and Queer issues have been marginalised in Wesiggdemia too, even in
writings on NSMs despite the fact that the LGBT mment is an important
component of NSMs (Warner, 2004: ix). In fact b&BBT and Queer theories
have decades’ long histories. Similar to NSM theorin general, both theories
emerged as a reaction to organisational left wialitips in the 1960s (Kirsch,
2000: 32). Although LGBT-oriented studies have &dgor a century outside the
academia, it was only the 1960s that LGBT studiagehincreased in Western
academia, together with the movement rising in \&fessociety (Blasius, 2001: 4)
Queer Theory too brought into blossom approximatdlythe same time in the
West, but it began to gain acceptance in the 18Ri@sch, 2000: 2). Arguably, this
was due to the fact that Queer Theory aimed taHé@l missing points in traditional
LGBT studies.

Much of the LGBT studies are based on Foucault&yais on sexuality. In
The History of Sexuality, Volume Houcault explains that “homosexual” as a
category (not as someone engaging in sexual actiwth the same sex since that
always existed) rose as a result of the proliferatf discourses on sexuality in
Victorian society, particularly in the field of exese of power itself (Namaste,
1994 222; Foucault, 1978: 18). According to Folican the West, homosexuals
began to be classified as a “perversity” in judigiand psychiatry in the 19
century. Yet it was again this discourse that miagmssible for homosexuals to
form a reverse discourse and demand legitimacygusiie same categorf@s
(Foucault, 1978: 101).

19 Although the LGBTT movement defines itself as suohTurkey, in the West, the term
“transgender” is used commonly for Ts and Ts. Besidnuch of the Western literature on LGBT
issues is based on Queer Theory, which is not saramn in Turkey. Hence, | will use the term
LGBT instead of LGBTT, and | will also refer to Qarg(Q) Theory only in his sub section.
% Blasius states that the political identity of “gayas invented as an opposition to the medical
identity “homosexual” (Blasius, 1994: 36).
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Following Foucault’'s analysis, LGBT theorist MaBlasius claims that
today, being gay or lesbian is by definition pohdi In fact Blasius claims that
someone engaging in sexual activity with the sameg but not defining
himself/herself as gay or lesbian; i.e. someonthéncloset is “in the prepolitical
condition of domination within a society that pteges heterosexuality” (Blasius,
1994: 2). In Blasius’ analysis politics is created:

(1) through a relation to oneself as having a Bsbor gay “sexual
identity”, thus making possible a lesbian and gayvement; (2) through
recognition with others that sexual practices, rriand institutions are
supported by a wider structure of power relationssociety and are
consequently subject to change by using the moveaema resource for
doing so; and (3) through discourse about how wkatiality is conceived

to be, its valus, and the use of sexuality in ivone’s life (Blasius, 1994

16).

Central to Blasius’ analysis and in LGBT studiegéeneral, is the emphasis
put on coming out by LGS as a political act. Blasius explains that unlikbeo
forms of oppression, what is specific to LGs i tiey are socially invisible, thus
socially tolerated unless they come out; hencerbseégist domination suppresses
the creation of selfhood in homosexuals (Blasiu8941 37-38). That's why,
Blasius says, coming out is a process of recogmisite’s own sexual identity, a
life-long process of becoming (Blasius, 2001: 1Easius argues that coming out
is the essential political act by which LGs rejtwir subjection as the product of
historical process of domination by heterosexistagiBis, 2001: 155). Coming out
not only creates selfhood; i.e. recognising onesklft also signifies being
recognised by other LGs; i.e. become a communitymi@g out is also the
essential step in transforming oppressive instingi (Blasius, 1994: 39). LGs
should struggle as movementi.e. “publically introduce a change in the oraér
compulsory heterosexuality” (Blasius, 2001: 1609% change a set of

asymmetrical power relations in society by changingther set of power relations.

2 Notice how Blasius, like many others, refer ordylésbians and gays in his 1994 dated work.
Perhaps thanks to the Queer Theory's criticismsatde traditional LGBT studies, which will be
explained later, Blasius’ 2001 dated study broadlkeasssue so as to include BTQ and 2Ss (Blasius,
2001). 2S stands for two spirit, a gender and deidentity transcending the male/female,
heterosexual/lhomosexual dichotomies. 2S is presenhdigenous and non-Western cultures
(Blasius, 2001: 4). Yet even at this stage Blasieglects to take into account intersex identities.
a very narrow sense, intersexuality occurs whes inpossible to distinguish medically the “sex”
of a person; i.e. female or maleness is medicatpiguous. For more detailed information on
intersexuality, see Preves, 2005.
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For instance “to change power relations betweerckslaand whites in the
workplace, it has been necessary to change povatiores in the educational
system so that blacks can possess the expertiseerigr monopolised by whites
(Blasius, 1994: 24).” Following a similar logic, e@rcould argue that to change
power relations between heterosexuals and LGBTthaneducation system, it is
necessary to struggle against heteronormative Bawthat LGBTs can feel the
courage to open up throughout their education thaakthe rights they earned in
the legislative system.

Queer Theory directed some criticisms againsittoadl LGBT studies and
made further interpretations. As Warner explaing of the basic controversies
between LGBT theories and Queer Theory is abowlliag. Terminologies like
“nation” and “community” largely used in LGBT stadi and among activists are
problematic according to Queer Theory for two afsens. First of all, lesbian and
gay experience in history usually had to do witm4community rather than
community. Besides, “dispersal rather than loctbsacontinues to be definitive
of queer self-understanding”. Hence the slogan, “Sve everywhere (Warner,
2004: xxv).” In addition, whereas the term commumiiggests that its demands be
treated as demands of a political minority thatusthdoe tolerated and represented
in liberal democracies, queers “reject a minontyslogic of toleration or simple
interest-representation in favour of a more tholorggistance to the regimes of the
normal (Warner, 2004: xxvi)”".

In fact this rejection has created a dichotomygpading to Paisley Currah,
between mainstream US LGBT activists and queers.

While mainstream gay rights activists seek to imprthe legal and social
status of gays and lesbians by demanding that ewdts be extended to
(partially) disenfranchised gay and lesbian (andnettimes bisexual)
people, queer theorists reject such devotion tadbalatory mechanisms of
the liberal state, including its production of zéns, individuals, and, in the
discourse of today’s regime of official multiculalism, the corollary
identity group categories of “gay”, “lesbian”, “hasexual”, “straight”
(Currah, 2001: 178).

The rejection of such categories and the dangeowiing out are the basic
differences of Queer Theory from traditional LGBEobries. Rather than accepting
such categories, Queer theorists question how satdgories emerge (Namaste,
1994. 224). Rather than accepting coming out as#sic political act by LGBT

32



individuals, Queer Theory states that coming ogngjthens heterosexuality since
labelling oneself as L, G, B or T acquires its megnin relation to heterosexism.

In order to elaborate on these differences, weehavfigure out where
Queer Theory comes from. Just like feminist the@wuger Theory too is largely
affected by postmodernism and poststructuralismjqodarly from the works of
Michel Foucault, as mentioned above, and Jacquesdae What makes Queer
Theory different from these two schools of thoughthat it places sexuality in the
centre of the analysis and sees it as the key pbribeough which other social
phenomenon can be understood (Kirsch, 2000: 33).

In addition to Foucault’'s analysis, Queer theormso take into account
Derrida’s analysis of supplementarity (Derrida, 897244) in theorising
homosexuality and heterosexuality as both mutudépendent and antagonistic
(Namaste, 1994: 224). Based on Derrida’s work, Ndenalaims that “meanings
are organised through difference... Heterosexualégds homosexuality for its
own definition: a macho homophobic male can defimeself as “straight” only in
opposition to that which he is not- an effeminadg ghan (Namaste, 1994: 222)".

Diane Fuss, as cited by Ki Namaste, comments orcdtdts analysis
rather differently from Mark Blasius, the LGBT stesl scholar. Fuss argues that:

The production of homosexuality in legal and meldichscourse

engendered a paradox: although the adoption of berual identity

allowed for the guarantee of civil rights, it brénigvith it the notion of the
closet... In other words, the emergence of homoséywahs accompanied

by its disappearance (Namaste, 1994. 224).

Based on again Derrida’s analysis, Namaste consltite from the initial
production of “homosexual” as a category, anyogimdy to identify his/her sexual
identity outside the norm had to use the definitcdrsexuality as present in the
dominant discourse. Hence we can neither locatsetugs completely outside
heterosexuality, nor completely inside it sincemerachieve their meanings in
relation to each other, just as homosexuality aeterbsexuality does. Thus
Namaste claims that coming out only verifies theti@ity of heterosexuality and
the presence of homosexual people, who are in lietc That's why Queer
Theory puts an emphasis on the production of horuadity and heterosexuality
in relation to each other (Namaste, 1994: 224)erathan, as common in LGBT
studies, focusing on the centrality of homosexyaihd coming out. That's why
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Queer Theory argues that coming out carries thethat the forces that oppress
gays and lesbians would perhaps oppress them shdg they are out (Butler,
1991: 15). This is the primary difference betwe&BI studies and Queer Theory.

Instead of focusing on homosexuality as a categorgl focusing on
homosexual identity, Queer Theory suggests thigt necessary to investigate the
production and reproduction of heterosexuality bod it affects all subjects, i.e.
heterosexuals, homosexuals, transgender etc., asitally sexuality itself
(Namaste, 1994: 228). Instead of maintaining siaguidientities, Queer Theory
suggests that we shall focus on a multiplicity adéntities, from heterosexuals to
fetishists, embracing differences (Namaste, 1922D).

The question that occurs at this point then is wdefines Queer. Max
Kirsch makes a differentiation between Queer astisvand Queer theorists at this
point. The activist definition of Queer includepramise “to transcend mainstream
politics and include all who are against any cotioeg of gender, sexuality and
power” whereas the academic definition of Queetutes “the rejection of all
categorisations as limiting and labelled by dominpower structures” (Kirsch,
2000: 33).

As mainstream LGBT studies are criticised by Qudexory, Queer Theory
too has been criticised, particularly for its pold inaction. Lesbian activist and
author Paisley Currah criticises Queer theoristafd recognising the importance
of the struggle for civil rights and state intertien (Currah, 2001: 178). She states
that an alliance between traditional LGBT studias &ueer Theory might help
overcome the shortages of both theories. Anothiquwe of the theory, Annamarie
Jagose explains that Queer Theory’s strategicgdéneended relational character is
interpreted by many authors as a possibility torawme its shortcomings (Jagose,
2009: 159).

In short discussions on theorising LGBTQI2S matteevolve around
traditional LGBT studies and Queer Theory in thest&Vhile the latter has its
strengths against the former, it has been criticidee to causing a political
inaction situation. Yet it is important to note th&BT and Queer studies are still
at the stage of development and field studies mightl to a more accurate
theorising on LGBTQI2S matters. It is also impottdrat especially Queer theory
is still very new to the Turkish LGBTT movement.
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CHAPTER 3

HISTORY OF THE WOMEN’'S MOVEMENT IN TURKEY

In this section a brief history of the women’s mmant in Turkey will be
presented starting with the late Ottoman periodlof&ng the contemporary
literature on the issue, | will periodise the worsemovement in Turkey from the
late Ottoman period, the Early Republican era,pbst 1950s, the 1970s and the
post 1980s.

The women’s movement in Turkey can be traced badke late Ottoman
period. Nicole A.N.M. Van Os argues that the fifstminist movement in the
Empire began in the late 19th century (Van Os, 2@35b). Influenced by the
Enlightenment ided$ imported into the Empire during the Tanzimat etz
Ottoman intelligentsia —mostly men- began to deladteut women’s status in the
society. In the second half of the™entury, women'’s newspapers and magazines,
in which issues like equal rights, women’s eduagtfmolygamy etc. were debated,
began to be published (Van Os, 2002: 337-338). d id=as were also reflected in
the popular novels of the time. However these d=batere held among and
reached only the upper class urban elites of the®ii

This process gained speed after the establishménthe Second
Constitutional Monarchy in 1908. Women and menviis that belonged to the
Westernised bureaucratic urban classes, and whdéew educated in the upper
class schools, which had been opened during theimah period, began to
establish various organisations. These organisatiomere either charity
organisations, organisations that aimed to increaseen’s consciousness and
provide them cultural and educational activitiespolitical organisations that tried
to support the army during World War | (Cakir, 19988-989). Although the
activities of these organisations reached only allsproportion of society, the

22 For a more detailed elaboration on whether thegBrénment ideas really inflicted gender
equality or reinforced gendering, see Kurb@n& Pelizzon, 2008.
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women'’s activists of the time made important densaiod the right to divorce, the
prohibition of polygamous and arranged marriagesd aeducational and
occupational rightsilkkaracan, 1997: 4). However, Serpil Cakir arguest the
only feminist organisation among the above mentioned ones @amanli
Mudafaa-i Hukuk-u Nisvan Cemiyeti (Ottoman Assommtfor the Defence of
Women'’s Rightsyvith its publicationKadinlar Duinyasi (Women’s World§;akir,
1991: 146). These women clearly stated that mem wet welcome to publish in
the journal unless the women'’s struggle was resaghand women and men made
were equal in all areas. The journal gave way toatks on issues like domestic
violence, marriage by proxy, children’s educatisrgmen’s participation in the
public sphere etc. (Cakir, 1999: 37).

Although there is continuity between the women’svermoent in the late
Ottoman period and that in the Early Republican, emrguably, the women’s
movement began to change its form and its relatmnthe state after the
establishment of the Republic. The “woman questimas an integral aspect of
Kemalist Turkish nationalism, the nation-state dinig process, and the
modernisation/Westernisation project. This projesjuired that Turkish women
would carry the role of being “enlightened” mothefsthe nation and indirect
facilitators of the modernisation project (Arat,989 61). In this framework, major
legislations were made. The Swiss Civil Code, whadiolished polygamy and
recognised women'’s right to divorce, was adoptedurkey in 1926; the right to
vote was granted to women in 1931; suffrage wasatgdain 1934; and veil and
Islamic dress for women was banned in 1935 (Esich@ndglu, 199: 183; Arat,
1995: 67). As well as this new legal framework,lbMustafa Kemal’'s and the
Kemalist elites’ discoursé&sin this era indicate that enforcing an allegeddgen
equality would be a state policy that would havestiategic role both against the
political and ideological basis of the Ottoman etahd in terms of establishing
proofs of ‘democratisation’ vis-a-vis the West (Kaoti, 1987: 321)” in a time
when fascist regimes of Hitler and Mussolini were tbe rise. However, Zehra
Arat rightfully claims that:

...Kemalism waslimited in its intentionsin regard to the change in
women'’s social role and gender relations and sopgbdgress only to the

4 For a brief analysis of Mustafa Kemal's gendecdisses, see Arat, 1994.
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level that had prevailed in the West where the femaas still the “second

sex”. Thus, Kemalism intended to equip the Turkigimen with education

and finer skills only to improve their contributioto the Republican

patriarchy as better wives and mothers (Arat, 1934

The relationship between the women’s organisatminthe time and the
state supports Arat’s argument. Probably the ordynen’s movement that aimed
to go beyond the legislative reforms of the Kemadlges in the time wakKadinlar
Halk Firkasi (The Women’s People Partifowever, since the government did not
allow these women to organise under a party, tbapgyorganised under the name
Tark Kadinlar Birligi (Turkish Women’s Federationp 1924. The leader of the
group, Nezihe Muhiddin argued that the governmaatndt let them establish a
party since some of the articles in the chartahefparty like the one that demands
that women should do military service was foundcéssive” by the government
(Zihnioglu, 2003: 148). In addition, Zafer Toprak claimisatt the Ankara
government did not accept these women’s demandsg s$ire establishment of a
women’s party at the time would not only be ‘divisi (Toprak, 1988: 31) but also
would undermine the activities @umhuriyet Halk Firkasi (Republican People’s
Party) (Zihnioglu, 2003: 148).

In 1927, the federation organised a congress, ichwthey demanded the
government to let the federation participate in iagonal elections. This was not
accepted by the government so Nezihe Muhiddin antksof her friends withdrew
from the federation (Esin, 2000: 39). In 1935, glogernment forced the federation
was to abolish itself after the 193Bternational Women’s Unity Congresi
which peace was the most important point of thendg€loprak, 1986: 28). There
are various arguments about the reasons why theriganxent, which proclaimed
that establishing gender equality, would allegeliéy their mission and a state
policy, would ban the most important channel of themen’s movement. As
Toprak explains, the state’s unity during the snggrty period required an organic
relationship between organisations and ety (Toprak, 1986: 29). Toprak
claims thatKadinlar Birligi had such an organic bond with the party but alds t
this came under threat due to the fact that sireaecg was in the agenda of the
federation at a time when European countries wengirgy to arms was in conflict
with the People’s Party'spolicies (Toprak, 1986: 29). On the other handpré&

Zihnioglu claims that the Kemalist elites tried to keep thomen’s movement
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under control in order to take credit in the eyéshe West for all the rights that
these women struggled for and achieved (Ziginip2003: 262). In addition, Zafer
Toprak explains thaadinlar Birligi was not the only group that the government
abolished. During the late 1920s and early 193ts,government also abolished
many workers’ organisations, cultural organisatiets. and establishetialk
Evleri (People’s Houseghstead (Toprak, 1986: 29). This might be relatedhe
fact that the Islamist opposition began to raisevidice substantially in the 1930s
so Mustafa Kemal's government banned all politieakivity in this period.
Whichever the case, the government's attitude tdsvathe civil women’s
movement indicates that Kemalist gender reformsndidchallenge patriarchy but
only tried to change its form.

In any case, the state’s gender policy in the ERepublican era not only
significantly affected the women’s movement of time, but also left a legacy for
the women’s movement of the entire history of thepblic. First of all, as cited
by Esin,Sirin Tekeli expresses “the transformation in thenvem’s status realised
by the state reforms from above in the sphereh@ffamily, education, clothing
and political rights represented a ‘state feminisfhis, she claims, had an
inhibiting effect on the development of an autonosywomen’s movement (Esin,
2000: 38)". Secondly, the Kemalist reforms diredignefited women of the urban
bourgeoisie (Kandiyoti, 1987: 322). Thanks to thentélist policies on women’s
education, many upper and middle class women hathace to be recruited into
prestigious and highly remunerated professions @ikey, 1987: 323) and some of
these women struggled to extend their alleged eipatien to women of lower
classes in Turkey.

Some of the above mentioned middle and upper cle@sien, who
identified themselves with the Kemalist ideologgrmed various associations in
the 1940s and 1950s after the ban on autonomousewsenorganisation was
withdrawn in the second half of the 1940s. The dagsial of these organisations,
some of which were Th&urkish Women’s Federatiahat was reopened in 1949,
Soroptimist KullUpleri Birlgi (The Federation of Soroptimist Clubs), Turk
Universiteli Kadinlar Derngi (Turkish University Women’s Association), Kadinin
Sosyal Hayatini Tetkik Kurumu Deghe(The Association of the Research
Institution on the Social Life of Women) and Turknéler Derngi (Turkish
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Mother's Association) was to defend the rights ascribed to them by Bfast
Kemal, defend secularism against the Islamist dgpas and “emancipate”
women of the lower classes as Kemalist policies ‘lesancipated” themselves
(Esin, 2000: 41-42). In fact there is still suchmajority of Kemalist women’s
rights defenders that feel organically connectedthie ideology of the Early
Republican era.

Despite the huge political and economic changethéncountry starting
with the 1950s and in spite of the fact that thekanges made considerable
deteriorations in women’s liv&% the women’s movement did not accelerate in this
period. Tekeli argues that this was due to thebitihg affects of the Kemalist
reforms and ideology. However, the democratic rigid freedoms granted by the
1961 constitution gave a place for various womemiips to demand further and
wider rights (Esin, 2000: 42). In this period tdbe above mentioned Kemalist
approach was maintained by many women’s organisatike Zleri Kadinlar
Dernesi (The Association of Progressive Womanyl the women’s branches of the
Republican People’s Party (Esin, 2000: 42-43). tdi#on to the women’s
branches of the Republican People’s Party, theree weomen’s branches of
Demokrat Parti (The Democrat Partgnd Adalet Partisi (The Justice Party)n
this period, the first revolutionary women'’s orgsation was also established.
Devrimci Kadinlar Derngi (Revolutionary Women’s Associatidmought women
together in an anti-imperialist, national demoaragvolution and a struggle for
peace (Esin, 2000: 43).

This new leftist approach in the women’s movemertekerated in the
1970s due to the social, political, economic arebidgical developments of the
time. Beginning with one coup and ending with aeoththe 1970s would be
characterised by three major characteristics ink@yr increased political
instability and frequent government changes, am@&wic breakdown that could be
postponed to the second half of the decade anatasicry working class and
student militancy and left-right struggles. In th&wvironment, many leftist
women’s organisations were establisheflerici Kadinlar Derngi (The
Progressive Women’s Association), Ankarali Kadiarnesi (The Association of

% For a summary of how these changes affected wes bf men and women, see Tekeli, 1986:
(185-190).
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Women of Ankara), Demokratik Kadinlar Béili(The Federation of Democratic
Women)and Emekgi Kadinlar Birki (The Federation of Women Workerghese
organisations were decommissioned towards the gadpr martial law. However,
they made huge contributions to the women’s moveénienTurkey in their
lifetimes.

The primary targets of the women belonging to thegmnisations were
fascists and fascism partly due to the civil watween the fascists and socialists
towards the second half of the decade and party tduthe influence of the
socialist parties that they were in relation withirkiye [sci Partisi (Turkish
Labour Party), Turkiye Komunist Partisi (Turkish t@munist Party), Turkiye Halk
Kurtulus Partisi-Cephesi (Turkish Popular-Liberation Partifront), Dev-Yol
(Revolutionary Pathgtc). These organisations believed that the women’ggleu
should be in accordance with and in the light &f Working class’ struggle (Akal,
2003: 121;Sahin, 1994: 139). This women’s struggle would inlduall women
except “a handful of bourgeois women” (Akal, 20@232). Despite the dominance
of the Marxist ideology among these women, TReogressive Women's
Associationespecially made many campaigns including the sidenof maternity
leaves, the acknowledgement of child bearing ambwaork, turning the antenatal
and postnatal leaves into paid leaves, equal rigihfgeasant women, equal pay for
equal work, setting up nursing rooms at workplaesequired by the law, change
of the curriculums of girls’ vocational high schedby removing lectures like
fashion and flowers, informing women on women eaaissues like pregnancy,
abortion, the change of life etc.

The legacy that these women left contributed to #oévities of the
women’s movement in the post 1980 period. Basethein experiences within the
socialist parties, after the 1980s, these womemrheccritical of patriarchal and
hierarchical party structures and turned towardsemioorizontal organisation
structures, began to identify themselves as femsimisd presented feminism as not
divisive of the class struggle, translated the 8dd&/ave feminist literature of the
West into Turkish, and became important actorfefgost 80 women’s movement
in Turkey. Arguably, without their huge contribui® the contemporary feminist

movement in Turkey would not have made so many itapb accomplishments if
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it was not for the efforts of these women, mostvbbm did not leave the streets
despite feeling the fist of the army on Septemi2r1D80.

In addition to the leftist women’s organisationsere were many other
women'’s organisations from different ideologicatkgrounds in the 1970s. These
were occupational women’s organisations liadin Ressamlar Derge (The
Association of Women Artistg)ationalist organisations liKEirk Kadinlari Kultar
Dernesi (The Cultural Association of Turkish Womethe continuation of the
above mentioned Kemalist organisations etc. Lashbtileast, women activists of
the 1970s establishedtrkiye Ulusal Kadinlar Partisi (The Turkish Natan
Women’s Partyywith the aim of providing conditions of equal paipation for
women in the political decision-making processaddition to the acceptance of
women as human beings and citizens (Esin, 2000: B®)wever, the party could
not participate in the national elections of 19%2 4977 since they did not fulfil
certain legal requirements.

Just as Turkey was experiencing the most activiéigadlenvironment of its
history came the coup of September 12 1980. Thi®ws day put an end to the
political life in Turkey. All political parties, dical leftist parties, and groups and
trade unions were shut down. Thousands of leftisbppe were murdered,
imprisoned, and tortured by the military regimejeed almost two decades later,
victims of September 12 are still suffering phy#licand emotionally. Many never
got the chance to win their lives back. Ironicatlye women’s movement had the
chance to get strength and raise its voice undehn sun anti-democratic socio-
political environment.

The women’s movement began to come out of its shethe first half of
the 1980sSirin Tekeli, one of the most important representgiof the women’s
movement in Turkey explains that the first conssimmss raising groups began to
be formed informally in 1981 and 1982 (Tekeli, 1986). Again in the first half of
the 1980sYazarlar ve Cevirmenler Yayin Uretim Kooperatifh€TAuthors’ and
Translators’ Union)began to ask questions on the issues of womanhodd
sexuality and became an important channel of matangnist politics at the time
(Tekeli, 1989: 37). Towards the end of 1983, marmme&n were gathered under
the companyKadin Cevresi (Women’s Circleo evaluate women’s work inside
and outside the home, to make feminist publicatiddsnake campaigns on the
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battering of women etc. (Arat, 1991: 10; Sirmarg2:917). In 1985, when Turkey
would finally approve theUnited Nations Decade for Womethe women’s
movement in Turkey began to make demonstrationscaltelct signatures for the
implementation of theConvention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAWArat, 1991: 10). However, the
government only partially ratified CEDAW since sorog its articles were in
contradiction with the then existing Turkish Ci@ibde® (Esin, 2000:53).

The women’s movement accelerated its activitiethesecond half of the
1980s. “A group of women from [the Women'’s Cirdbeglgan to publish the journal
Feministin 1987 (Esin, 2000: 52)”. Again in May 1987, amgmign against
violence against women was started, triggered bijneident in Corum, where a
judge did not grant divorce to a pregnant womar®03@omen participated to the
demonstrations idistanbul (Tekeli, 1989: 39). “The campaign continuedil the
women'’s shelter for battered women had been eshadi and new regulations
against domestic violence had been formulated (E2090: 55)”. Ayrimcilga
Karsi Kadin Derngi (The Women’s Association against Discriminatiagaiast
Women)was also founded in the same year (Arat, 19911 10-The association
provided a common ground for women coming from aasi leftist and feminist
groups (Esin, 2000:55)". In 1988adin Dayangma Derngi (Women’s Solidarity
Association)was established in Ankara. Furthermore a bunch am&n from
various social statuses under the ndPegsembe Grubu (Thursday Groumjere
forming consciousness groups again in Ankara (Arg®1: 11; Timisi and Gevrek,
2007: 26). The group came together every Thursdamake discussions about
women’s problems in Turkey, the types of feminigiligpes to be pursued,;
established a journal calledeter (Enoughktc. (Timisi and Gevrek, 2007: 26).
Feminists of various groups ifzmir, Istanbul, Ankara and Adana, and many
individual feminists got together also in 1989 apdblished theWomen’s
Liberation Manifesto(Tekeli, 1989: 39). These women discussed the méan
form a non-hierarchical network between the womemtganisations all over the
country without damaging the autonomy of the woraenrganisations from
different ideological backgrounds (Tekeli, 1989).3Bhese women pushed some

% For a more detailed elaboration, see Esin, 2080: 5
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municipalities to open women'’s shelters and opdahedvior Cati Kadin Sinagi
Vakfi (Purple Roof Women Shelter Foundatitr®mselves in 1930

Some women activists of the 1980s embraced leftisblogies. For
instance in 1988, the socialist feminist journ&hktis (Cactus)began to be
published. Among the feminist groups of the tintes wwomen ofCactuswere the
ones that highlighted their left wing ideologicasgion the most (Arat, 1991: 11).
Another leftist group that got together in the saiyear was Demokrasi
Micadelesinde Kadin Dergie (The Association of Women in the Struggle for
Democracy)(Esin, 2000: 62). Founded by working class womhis &ssociation
argued that there was no need for an autonomousewsnmovement following
the same approach that the women’s movement iA9f6s had. “...The point of
distinction between feminist women who believedha necessity of autonomous
politics for the liberation of women, and socialigtmen who believed that women
would only be liberated through class struggle fEs2000: 60)” began to
crystallise during the first Women’s Assembly, éfithed in May 1989 in
Istanbul.

In addition to these leftist and/or feminist wongrdrganisations, other
mainstream women’s organisations were establisheighout the 1980s. Prime
Minister Turgut Ozal's wife, Semra Ozal, establgfgirk Kadinini Guglendirme
ve Tanitma Vakfi (The Foundation for the Elevatwdérmurkish Womanijn 1986.
The position of the foundation was parallel to Kemalist women’s organisations
mentioned above in the sense that it acted as ararfeipator” foundation for
lower class women. It made campaigns for women, Wad been married
unofficially through religious ceremony, to get med officially; for introducing
birth control to rural women etc. (Sirman, 1989:).2B addition, there were
Islamic women’s organisations likélanimlar Egitim ve Kultir Vakfi (The
Foundation for Women’s Education and Cultyrdégmalist women’s organisations
like Cagdas Yasami Destekleme Vakfi (The Association for the Sugbdviodern
Life) etc. (Esim and Cindgu, 1999: 183).

It is important to note again that although peopielurkey were highly
politicised in the 1970s, a woman’s movement indeeat of socialist parties was

274t is important to note that these institutionrs #otally civil initiatives and they don’t receiaay
financial support from the state (Keresteghin 2004: 76)".
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lacking at the time. It was not until the 1980st tademinist woman’s movement
found a space to evolve in Turkey. In order to wsi@dad the history of civil
society and women’s movement in Turkey, it is digant to ask why this was the
case.

First of all, as Yg@im Arat explains, it was not until the 1960s thheé t
feminist movement began to raise its voice in thestArat, 1991: 12). As | have
mentioned elsewhere, when the impacts of the wosmaovement in the West had
not yet reached Turkey and under the civil war Emment Turkey, it is possible
to understand why women activists of the pre 1980had different priorities and
why an autonomous women’s movement did not emerge.two factors of its
history had impacts on the emergence of a femimisvement in Turkey. As
explained above, one of them was the legacy oK#realist policies for women’s
education. This statist tradition would ensurefe pdace for women'’s existence in
professions and higher education. Though the Katapproach towards women
is not necessarily “emancipatory” for all womenTiarkey, it gave a chance for the
existence of a group of educated and powerful woméro would have a critical
point of view both regarding the Kemalist policigemselves and regarding the
institutions that reinforce gendering in Turkey ardund the world although some
members of this class preferred to sustain the Ksm@adition of the Early
Republican era. Another one is the legacy of th@0%9 Although men were
dominant in the socialist movement of the 1970#)oalgh the movement was
arguably patriarchal and though women did not fmdplace to develop an
autonomous women’s movement in the time, the 1@disicised many women
from different social backgrounds, from villagesdavns, from the squatter houses
to fancy apartments. In addition, since the printarget of September 12 was left
wing groups, parties and organisations, there wgdaae for an autonomous
feminist movement to emerge in Turkey after 1988a{A1991: 13). All of these
are possible explanations for why the feminist nmo@et in Turkey did not gain
strength until 1980.

Women activists of the 1980s did not only raisesjoes on issues that had
seldom been questioned in Turkey like sexualitylence, patriarchy, sexual
harassment etc., but also they contributed toghem to civil government after the
coup. They increased the strength of the civil etyciand contributed to the
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formation of democratic organisational structunesTurkey. As Tekeli explains,
this was partly due to the fact that the double pl@yents women from both being
full-time activists and from forming hierarchicarganisations with increased
division of labour (Tekeli, 1989: 40). They tend form non-hierarchical
organisations based on rotations and less spetials Furthermore, as argued
above, the socialist women that became criticathef patriarchal, hierarchical
organisations of the 1970s preferred a more dertiodoam of organisation in the
1980s. In short, women activists of the 1980s endatahe motto “the personal is
political” for the first time in Turkey.

It is widely accepted the feminist women’s movemehtthe 1980s was
institutionalised in the 1990s (Kerestegiq 2004: 75). In the 1990s, the feminist
women’s movement began to be more visible in thdiaestate institutions and
daily discourses. The most obvious developmenteflate 1990s and the early
2000s is that the feminist civil society began ¢éonbore influential in state policies
(Kerestecig@lu, 2004: 76). International organisations like theited Nations and
the European Union were also very influential iging the Turkish state to change
its legal framework and pursue gender mainstreapaiigies® (Eray, 2008: 5, 6).
In addition to according legitimacy to non-govermtz¢ women’s organisations,
international institutions and their sub branchike United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Childrerind (UNICEF)and
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)so provide financial support to the
civil women’s organisations in Turkey (Esin, 20@5). In addition, one of the
common characteristics of the women’s movementurkdy is that most of the
woman activists are well-educated, urban, middleigwer middle class women,
who channel their energies towards women of theetastrata.

As Esim and Cindglu argue, women’s organisations in Turkey are
influenced by the power struggles among politicadl &ocial groups (Esim and
Cindaglu, 1999: 180). Taking into account this argumergdém Esin analyses the
women'’s organisations in Turkey under four majaegaries: Kemalist women’s
organisations, Islamist women’s organisations, feshiwomen’s organisations and
Kurdish feminist women'’s organisations. Again Esind Cind@lu claim that “In

the case of Kemalist and Islamic women's groups, gioject of modernity is

8 For more detailed information, see Eray, 2008789-
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heavily dependent on the symbolic role and imagevahen for social change...
[whereas] feminist women’s organisations...target ngea for women for
themselves rather than as symbols of wider polipcajects (Esim and Cingitu,
199: 186, 187).

As indicated above, the Kemalist women’s moveme#t inherited many
aspects of the Early Republican era Kemalist gemu#icies. In this view,
Kemalist women’s organisations struggle for womepesticipation in the public
sphere while maintaining their traditional rolestlre family (Esim and Cindiu,
1999: 187). In addition t@agdas Yasami Destekleme Dergie(Association for the
support of Contemporary Life)which was established in the late 1980s, the
Kemalist women'’s organisations established in ©@0% arecCumhuriyet Kadinlari
Dernesi (Association of Women for the Republ{zp97) andCagdas Kadin ve
Genclik Vakfi (Contemporary Women and Youth Fouodp{1994) (Esin, 2000:
69-70). “Their activities include seminars on worselegal rights, skills training
courses for income-generating activities. They @&e women as citizens and
productive members of society with the belief thgtilluminating [lower class]
women with Kemalist ideals, the secular naturehef $tate will be secured (Esim
and Cindglu, 1999: 183).” In addition, these organisationfdha strong campaign
against the headscarf issue in Turkey.

Starting with the 1980s, gaining speed in the 139@kreaching its peak in
the 2000s, the Islamist movement in Turkey gainedigy and moderate Islamic
policies began to be implemented. Under this malitienvironment, certain
Islamist women’s organisations were established iadeased their activities.
Some Islamist women that had the chance to beinefit the secular educational
institutions began to be critical towards the stabfi women in Turkey and the
Kemalist state policies towards women (Esin, 2000%°. The primary demand of
these women’s organisations was the freedom to Wweadscarves in the public
sphere. Besides, these women have been criticartbtiboth traditional Islamic
ideologies that identify women with the private spgh and toward the secular

homogenous public sphere constituted by the Ketrgthse elite” (Esin, 2000: 70-

29 Arguably, just like the adoption of secularist, deenist policies created a group of Kemalist elite
women, who then gathered under various organisstitie adoption of Islamic neoliberal policies
created a group of Islamist elite women, who thathered under various organisations of their
own.
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71). Though these organisations are in conflicthwiKemalist women’s
organisations, they are in debate with feminist wol® organisations
(Kerestecig@lu, 2004: 94).

These Islamist women began to publish some jouriledsKadin ve Aile
(Woman and Family), Mektup (Letter), Bizim Aile (®amily) in the late 1980s
(Acar, 1991: 283) andena (SkypndKadin Kimlgi (Woman’s Identity)in the
1990s (Esin, 2000: 71). In these journals, womdiviats questioned the attitude
of mainstream Islam towards women and claimed dhiginally, women and men
are equals in Islamic thought. e Arat claims that these ideas encourage women
“to take part in a more active social as well alétipal life, and they are introduced
to the concept of individual rights” leading “inetong run [to] help women
guestion the confines of the Islamic ideology tipegsently uphold”(Arat, 1995:
77).

“Currently, there are over 300 Islamist women’soassions, foundations
and groups (Kerestegitu, 2004: 93)". Some of these are tB&kkyagi Kadin
Platformu (The Rainbow Women’s Platforr@ynar Kadin Platformu (The Plane
Tree Women's Platform)Keresteciglu, 2004: 93). The main activities of these
platforms are providing food and clothing for lowelass families, organising
seminars and panels to educate women, particutaoiyhers, teaching women on
income generating activities like sewing, attendinggrnational conferences etc.
(Esin, 2000: 73)Baskent Kadin Platformu (The Capital City Women’s Rlah)
and AK-DER (Ayrimciga Kargi Kadin Haklart Derngi) (Women’s Rights
Association against Discriminationdn the other hand have a more radical stand.
They make press releases, struggle during legislateform processes, make
debates and discussions, focus on the discrimmadigainst women wearing
headscarves etc.

Dozens of feminist women’s organisations, foundai@nd associations
have been established all over Turkey in the lastdecades. Almost every city in
Turkey has a feminist women’s association of itsnoWany of these feminist
women’s organisations gather under the most wedlakn feminist network in
Turkey, Ucan Supurge (The Flying Broonmstablished in 1998Jcan Supurge
organises workshops regarding women’s social stats problems, provides
support to other women’s organisations in Turkeggages in national and
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international lobbying activities etc. (Kardam aBdevit, 2007: 94). Via their
bulletin, The Flying Newstheir radio stations and web site, regular filestivals
etc. the network tries to create public awarenesteminist issues and provide an
alternative to existing misogynistic main stream drae and improves
communication between women (Kardam and Ecevit7200).Ucan Supurgés a
non-profit organisation, legally listed as a compéfardam and Ecevit, 2007: 93).
Thus, while most of the feminist groups face thebpem of state control since they
organise under foundations and associatiblggn Stpurgas able to be immune
from the type of control that is might be exertedassociations.

Another one of the most important contemporary festijournals in
Turkey isAmargi In this journal, feminist women make theoretid&cussions;
give recent news about the feminist movement anchevos problems in Turkey
etc. Another important feminist group in AnkaraFeministbiz While previously
the group was name@nkarali Feministler (Feminists of Ankarafeministbiz
organises workshops, discussions etc., makes diesabnstrations etc. Apart
from Ucan Suplrge another network that gathers together many fesnini
organisations i&Kadin icin Destek Oldurma Grubu (NGO Advocacy Network for
Women) (KDOG). Although not all of the organisations under thefrof KIDOG
can be labelled as feminist, the NGO is able tcewadte effective feminist projects
(Esin, 2000: 97).

The feminist groups in Turkey struggle to transfdhm gender and gender-
related hierarchies in Turkey (Esim and Cigldp 1999: 184). They criticise
patriarchal institutions like the state, the fam#yc. while trying to address
everyday problems of women. With this aim, theyvmte shelter and counselling
to victimised women, develop training programs amen’s legal rights, carry out
training programs of income generating activitieswomen etc. In addition, they
follow women’s agenda and make petition campaigms street demonstrations
whenever necessary.

Many Kurdish feminist women’s organisations alsgdeto be established
in the 1990s. The major criticism that Kurdish farmst organisations make against
the other feminist organisations is that the Turksminist movement disregards
the differences between the oppression of Turkrsh lurdish women and does
not recognise the state violence against Kurdisme&ro(Esin, 2000: 77). However,
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they have many social criticisms in common with Thekish feminist movement
like domestic violence, unequal rights, and disaration against women in the
work place, at schools etc. With the aim of holdithg struggle with gender and
ethic identities, Kurdish feminist activists begem establish the journaldi Bo
Rizgariya Jinanin 1993,Rozain 1996,Jujin in 1997 andlin u Jiyanin 1999, in
which they made discussions about the Kurdish wésn@iovement, criticised the
official discourse eté® (Esin, 2000: 78). They also foundédirt Kadinlariyla
Dayansma Vakfl (The Foundation for Kurdish Women'’s Saoitgiin 1996,Jiyan
Kadin Kultirevi (Jiyan Woman’s Culture Houda)1999 andKirk Oriik in 2005
(Esin, 2000: 78).

Although Esim and Cindgu do not include socialist feminism in their
classification, nevertheless it is an importaninbraof the women’s movement in
Turkey. Socialist feminists see capitalism and igathy as two intertwining
systems and unlike their pioneers in the 1970y, tlrenot believe that women will
be emancipated through class struggle. They argavour of an autonomous
women’s movement that shall be anti-capitalist ant-imperialist in its structure.
The most recent socialist feminist group that beigaget together in 2007 is the
Sosyalist Feminist Kollektif (Socialist Feministliéctive) This collective began to
publish the journaFeminist Politika (Feminist Politicsin 2009, in which they
make discussions about patriarchy, women’s labdwmophobia, neoliberal
policies and women etc. Th8ocialist Feminist Collectivaalso supports the
struggle of women labourers in Turkey by makingeastrdemonstrations all over
Turkey.

Before passing on to the activities, demands amdraplishments of the
women’s organisations in Turkey in the last twoathss, there is another important
point that shall be noted. Although Sancagiit)claims that increasingly, the
feminist movement in Turkey has embraced the amproaf being of equal
distance to all ideologies §Ur, 2008: 249); many feminist demonstrations made i
Turkey carry a leftist tone. Almost all groups thattend the March 8
demonstrations march with anti-capitalist and anperialist slogans. This is also
evident in the recent support that feminist womenehgiven to the workers of

%0 For a brief information regarding the meaningshefe phrases, see Kerestgkip2004: 95.
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Novamed and Desa. However, this does not underthenpower of Kemalist and
Islamist women’s organisations in Turkey.

Regardless of the differences between them, mamynist groups have
worked together and held various activities toggta against patriarchy. First of
all, “the process of integration of gender equaiitythe state policies began with
the Advisory Council for Women’'s Policieset up in theState Planning
Organisation (SPOjn 1987 (Kerestecigu, 2004: 83)”. The council was to ensure
that special measures would be taken for womeherfive-year plans of the SPO.
However, it appears that the council was estaldisbely with the urge of
international organisations and did not have a eotion with the women’s
movements of the time. “This ... shows how intaoral obligations lead to
developments especially on the official level larhgain abortive unless linked with
internal social forces (Kerestegia, 2004: 83)".

In 1990, theDirectorate General on the Status and Problem&Maimen
(KSSGM)was established. The discussions on the estal@ishai KSSGM point
out to the divisions between the women’'s moveméitthough conventional
women’s organisations and most women activists famademia supported the
establishment of the directorate, feminist womeorganisations argue that the
state is the institution that pursues the mostssgxilicies, thus they are against the
KSSGM (Keresteciglu, 2004: 84). In addition, almost all women’s angsations
were against the phrases “supervision”, “monitdriagd “protection” used in the
drafts prepared by the KSSGNhci Ozkan Kerestecifhu explains that these
women’s scepticism towards the state is partly tlmethe Early Republican
Kemalist experiences (Keresteglo, 2004: 84).

Furthermore, feminist activists have struggledboth the extension of the
legal rights on violence against women and heldbuarcampaigns with the aim of
raising awareness on the issue among women. Thaigtmovement struggled
hard to change the available legal framework onvilbéence against women in
favour of women victims of violence. Among thesé#ds was the change in the
Law on the Protection of the Family. However flawtkd name of the law sounds
from a radical feminist perspective, the change Wad the complaint about
violence did not necessarily have to come fromvibemised woman. With regard
to the struggle held against violence outside tfferts to change the legal
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framework “one of the most notable developmentheinstitutionalisation of the
fight against violence is th&/omen’s Shelters Assemibggularly held since 1998
(Keresteciglu, 2004: 77)". Furthermore, the foundatiomsltindas Kadin
Dayansma Vakfi (Altindg Foundation for Women’s Solidarity1990) andMor
Cati Kadin Sinag1 Vakfi (The Purple Roof Women’s Shelter Foundat{@@90)
held campaigns against domestic violence, providbdlter and counselling
services etc. in the struggle against domesticeniceg (Esim and Cingtu, 1999:
185). It is impossible to list all the campaignsl gmojects made to struggle against
domestic violence but although domestic violencestif one of the greatest
problems of women of all classes, ages, ethniciées all over Turkey, the
feminist movement was obviously successful in altethe perspective of the state
in regard to its relationship with the private dam@eresteciglu, 2004: 80).

One of the most important demands of the women’gem@nt in Turkey is
to increase women'’s political participation. Theghionportant effort made for this
aim is the establishment BfA-DER (The Association for Supporting and Training
Woman Candidates)1997. Established by a group middle class women of
professionsKA-DER aims to reach equality between men and women litigso
and increase women'’s representation (Bora, 20(&). 11

Another important development of the 1990s wasaojpening of women'’s
studies departments in many universities and thartefto document women’s
history. Both women academicians, who fought foe tbpening of these
departments, and women’s studies students, are igélnential in shaping the
women’s movement, various disciplines in Turkey atwtumenting women’s
history. With the aim of documenting women’s higtomany feminists got
together to establisiKadin Eserleri Kitiphanesi ve Bilgi Merkezi VakKifih¢
Foundation of Women’s Library and Information Centm 1990 andKadinin
Insan Haklar Bilgi Belge Merkezi (Women’s Human higinformation and
Documentation Centrep 1999 (Esin, 2000: 94).

By preparing drafts about their demands and shatiggn with the
government and the media, through lobbying in thigonal assembly and with the
help of international organisations, the women’srament was able to contribute
to many legislative reforms in favour of women begw the years 1998 and 2005
(Eray, 2008: 71-77). These were the changes matieimurkish Constitution, the
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Civil Code, the Penal Code, the Labour and Job i@gdiaws and the Law on the
Protection of the Famify.

In short, the history of the women’s movement irkBy can be traced
back to the late Ottoman period. The women’s moveroéthe Early Republican
era and Kemalist gender reforms have made sudalergsimpact in Turkey that in
the 2000s, a branch of the women’s movement in 8yik still connected to the
Kemalist ideology. Although the women’s movementTurkey was rather silent
until the 1970s and was under the dominance ofwefg political agenda in the
1970s, women’s movement autonomous both from #te sind the radical Turkish
left began to evolve after 1980 and institutioredisin the 1990s. This
institutionalisation is not only reflected in ineeed appearance in the media, street
demonstrations and various feminist campaigns lsat ia the legislative reforms
of the late 1990s and early 2000s. The most impbitesson that the women’s
movement has shown to the civil society in Turkseythe ability to work in
cooperation regardless of ideological differencEsr sure, there are certain
women’s groups, like the Kemalist and Islamist g®uthat have huge
contradictions between each other and are lessfmuoooperation; nevertheless,
feminist of Turkey have shown that it is possildeatalk hand in hand in spite of

differences.

31 These changes will be discussed in detail in Ghagt
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CHAPTER 4

HISTORY OF THE LGBTT MOVEMENT IN TURKEY

The LGBTT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transvestited afranssexual)
movement in Turkey has a relatively short histélghough there were individual
attempts by some LGBTTs to get together in the $9%tey could not find any
support for forming an organisation in the politieavironment of the 1970s. As
this period was dominated by an intense left wiggtrwing conflict sphere that
discouraged all other types of social and politita@lvements, it was not until the
late 1980s that LGBTTs began to gather togetheshtwre their experiences and
problem&?. The debates on the public agenda about “sextahtation” and
“sexual identity” however, only started in the 1898Vhile LGBTT activists were
accelerating their organising activities in the @899%the movement had to struggle
against the obstacles posed by various stateunstis, as well as discouragement
due to conflicts among LGBTT groups themsel¥edlthough the movement
could still be described as “illegitimate” in thges of the vast majority in Turkey,
it did gain some visibility and recognition in tl#00s, and was empowered
enough for the defence of the rights of LGBTTdaion associations.

4.1.1970s

In the 1970s, it was not possible to talk aboutL&BTT movement in
Turkey There were, however, some minor attempts well-educated and
economically independent LGBTTs to gather togetma discuss the politics of
having LGBTT identity. In additionibrahim Eren fromTirkiye Isci Partisi
(Turkish Labour Party) (IP), who would later in the 1980s himself form a party

32 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
3 Most of the disagreements between LGBTT groups Haeen resolved throughout the years.
However, some conflicts remain. The disagreemamdscantroversies within the movement will be
discussed later in this Chapter.
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started thézmir Cevre Sgigi Dernesi (Izmir Environmental Health Organisation)
in izmir and established support groups for GLizmir**,

There are several reasons why LGBTTs did not ggther to share their
problems until the late 1980s and could only beginliscuss about organising in
the 1990s. First of all, LGBTT activists explaindadt LGBTTs in Turkey have had
a tendency to live “in the closét’and have chosen not to come out until recently
(Erol, 2008: 164). Furthermore, as | have also eatggl in regard to the women’s
movement, the state policy of the post 1980s tosvdidsolving the left and right
wing political groups opened a space for othertpali struggles to surface in their
own right and develop autonomously from both tlagesand the left and right wing
political groups in Turkey.

The general idea among the leftist movement ofl$ig0s was that issues
such as gender, ethnicity, race, sexual orientaerual identity etc. would be a
threat to “class solidarity”; i.e. dividing the wkong class (Tekeli, 1986: 195) and
would be detrimental for “the cause”. It was assdinteat once a socialist
revolution liberated the working classes, all suingqualities would come to an end
as well®® Thus, in the late 1980s once the working classemmnt was dissolved
by the state via the coup, the so-called “margiraBups that could not find a
place to struggle in their own right under the 1giihg political organisations of the
1970s managed to get together to discuss theirmualiiems (Tekeli, 1986: 19%)
This was the case for the feminist, environmerttalisl LGBTT struggles all.

Ali Erol however, also argues that one of the reaswhy the LGBTT
movement could not develop until tlege 80s was the coup itself. He claims that
September 12 not only created an apolitical atmesyhwhere various groups
hesitated to organise for a long time, but alsor@hipitive social atmosphere,
where individuals with the same concerns couldgebttogether and articulate their
demands in accordance with their own experiencdgeasblems (Erol, 2008: 164).

In addition, the few years after the coup were yéamhich the state used extreme

3«The 1980 military coup shut this organization dowrgether with all other non-governmental
organizations, and Eren left the country to escgpeernment harassment‘Turkey's LGBT
History — 1970s”. Retrieved from sitgtp://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4bistory-
1970s December 5, 2009.

% “Being in the closet” is an expression used forBI3's, who hide their sexual orientation or
sexual identity; i.e. who have not yet “come owg’aan LGBTT.

% From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Aud2fst2009, Ankara.

37 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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violence towards LGBTTSs (Yildiz, January-Februa@p?2: 48). This might explain
why, contrary to the women’s movement, LGBTTs cootd organise themselves
immediately after the coup. So arguably, while loe dne hand the coup indirectly
opened the gate for the establishment of politicghnisations autonomous from
the left and the right wing, the anti-democratic appressive social environment
of especially the early 1980s had an inhibitingeetffon the LGBTT movement and
postponed its formation until the second half & decade.

Similar to the women’s movement, one of the stimmtafactors for the
LGBTT movement was the support of internationalamigations; primarily the
European Union (EU) and the United Nations (UN)weduver, Kaos GLactivists
claim that associating the rise of the LGBTT movatrie Turkey to the European
Union accession process undermines the strengtheoimovement itself. They
remind that their LGBTT counterparts in Europe hasgned their rights and
freedoms through their own struggle (Yildiz, Marsprl 2007: 47). In this
context, association to or affiliation with bothtemational organisations like the
EU and the UN, and with various state institutiong;luding foreign states,
remains a controversial issue in LGBTT circles urkey. Some LGBTT activists
believe that some anti-statist and anti EU and Wblgs that could be potential
allies of the LGBTT movement in Turkey develop agaitve attitude towards
LGBTT groups when the latter's names appear wittchsunternational
organisations or state instituticfis Similarly, there is a strong anti-imperialist
tendency among some LGBTT groups in Turkey.

Kirsad Kahramanglu suggests that a factor that might have affethed
rise of the LGBTT movement in Turkey was the chanf¢one in the LGBTT
movement all around the world in the mid $0&Kahramangplu states that in the
mid 1980s, the LGBTT movement in the world stati@dose its radical tone; i.e.
its aim to change the society was less pronouncet the movement began
increasingly to be identified with HIV/AIDS. At theme, HIV/AIDS had begun to
be used to discriminate against infected individwaid as the LGBTT movement

began to struggle against the discrimination agaimfected individuals, public

% From the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on JB, 2009 stanbul.
39 From the interview made with Kg¢ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 2009stanbul.
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discussions on the issue increas®dThis situation might have had an indirect
impact on the rise of the LGBTT movement in TufKeyHowever, it is important
to note that contrary to most LGBTT groups in thestythe LGBTT movement in
Turkey continues to have revolutionary aims to ocela systemic change in social,
economic and political institutions.

Last but not least, the development of the femimsvement in Turkey had
significant impact on the LGBTT movement. As stateefore, the feminist
movement set an example of a non-hierarchical sagiety with democratic forms
of organisation. The LGBTT movement shares thistufea of the feminist
movement. Yet, LGBTT activists also claim that ook the basic criticisms
launched by the LGBTT movement, back in the lat80%9 was directed against
the feminist movement for being critical of patday but not one of its most
important institutions, heterosexuality. The LGBTiovement aimed to fill this
gap (Erol, 2008: 167). However, the impact of teenihist movement on the
LGBTT movement cannot be reduced to this criticisfasemin Oz states that
feminism indirectly affected the rise of the LGBTiovement since it constituted
the possibility of organising for the sake of thediscovered areas of social
struggle in Turke}’. Thus, arguably the feminist movement encouragiero
NSMs in Turkey to take initiative.

However the LGBTT movement in Turkey did not steoni the women’s
movement in Turkey. LGBTT activists explain thae thGBTTs that got together
for the first time in the late 1980s and early 199¢re almost all méh In fact,
women had to struggle against the patriarchal patfithe LGBTT movement, to
exist with their own identities as women within LGB groups, associations, and
organisations ett. The same applies to TTs as well. In fact thetfmsf TTs is
even more problematic within the movement since &fesnot only marginalised
through patriarchal relations but also through gpmobid® within the movement.

Thus, while women are almost equally present widmnm the LGBTT movement

“0 From the interview made with Kg¢ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 2009stanbul.

! From the interview made with K¢ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 2009stanbul.

“2 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July ZW09,istanbul.

“3 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtiz 2009 jstanbul.

“*4 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.

“> Transphobia is the ideology involving the prejedand discrimination against, and fear of TTs.
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at the moment, TTs are still few in number exceptaf few organisations and they
are currently debating about organising on theinGw

4.2. 1980s

The first half the 1980s was characterised by bmmd state violence
towards LGBTTSs, particularly towards TTs. Belginli€argues that although TT
sex workers had been facing some problems beferedhp, working conditions
were better for sex workers during the 1970s. Shees that there were closed,
hence relatively secure places, where sex worksesl to work’. Belgin Celik
adds that the state used to pay full attentioméohtealth conditions of sex workers
during the 19708. However, things became very difficult for TT sesorkers
during the military regime that followed the 1988up since they were forced out
off their sheltered working places and had to stastking on the streets, Celik
claimg”®. Police violence towards TTs increased noticeabhd health services
provided by the state decreaZedlt is argued that LGBTT people, primarily those
in Istanbul, were forced by the police to get ontonsaleave their homes, raped,
beaten, tortured, kidnapped by the police and thairses were set on fire (Yildiz,
January-February 2007, 48-50).

Although most of the LGBTTs that were forced toviedstanbul jumped
off the trains and returned to the city, the hgmgf experience is still on their
minds. One of those who were on the trains, Be(ggtik says “I remembered a
movie about the World War Il, where people wereéarto get on trains and were
being sent to gas chambers. | thought we were k=ingto gas chambers tdd.”
Another claim is that there were regional marksduse gay people in those years.
Once someone was marked on their body with the Beparticular region, he
was not allowed back to that region for five y&ar@/hile it is difficult to establish

the exact authenticity of these claims in detalspaper accounts and interviews

“® From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
" Belgin Celik also argues that these working plagese closed and opened frequently, before and
after each government change throughout the 1970s.
“8 From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepker 4, 2009]stanbul.
*9 From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepker 4, 2009]stanbul.
* From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepker 4, 2009]stanbul.
>1 From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepker 4, 2009]stanbul.
*2 From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepker 4, 2009]stanbul.
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with the victims of the time published in newspapgears latéf document a
systematic effort on the part of public authoritiesid istanbul of the “undesirable
elements”, including LGBTTSs.

In the 1980s LGBTT celebrities were banned fromkéyr In June 1981,
TTs and cross-dressers were banned from gettintherstage as artists (Yildiz,
January-February 2007, 48). The Minister of InterAffairs of the period,
Yildinm Akbulut, made a speech in the Parliameni985 stating that it was their
policy to get rid of these “perverts” at least lhetmetropolitan areas of Turkey
(Yildiz, January-February 2007, 48-50). As thdyed®80s was a period of harsh
and brutal police practices so far as all those wkoe detained or interrogated
went, LGBTTs suffered significantly. Intervieweesarrated “horror” stories of
particular police practices they or their friendsdhendured in this period, often
constituting downright tortur& Obviously, it was this state violence and society
acceptance of this violence that inhibited the nnoset in the beginning. However
arguably it was the same oppression that alsoereggthe LGBTT resistance in
the late 1980s.

An important factor which encouraged the LGBTT muoeat in Turkey
was Turkey’'s application to full European Union niership in 1986, and the
international UN conventions that Turkey had sthrte sign in the 1980s. It is
clear from the interviews that from the late 198dsvards, the EU and UN have
been helpful to the LGBTT movement in Turkey. Hysthe EU, and more
importantly the UN have provided significant finglc support to LGBTT

organisations via joint projeéts Secondly, in accordance with their human rights

%3 “Hortum’un ingiltere’de Tiyatrosu bile Yapilrgi. Article published inHuirriyet on June 4, 2000;
retrieved from sitéattp://webarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/2000/06/04/2122%®,a\pril 18, 2010.
> For instance Head Officer Ran Karakaplan was famous for his torture methosguised under
the name of religion. It was claimed that he wamloin women’s hands, saying that they wouldn’t
be able to handle the fire in hell if they could handle that much fire now*.

* From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Semiber 4, 2009 stanbul.
°> As mentioned several times, the affiliation witle tEU, the UN and various state institutions has
been problematic for the LGBTT movement in TurkBgme of the projects funded by the EU, the
UN and certain state institutions are as follows:
The Sex Workers HIV/AIDS Research and HIV Testifyoject prepared biembe Hayatnd
Hacettepe University AIDS Centre in 2009, fundedHzsy UN.
The Law and Discrimination Report prepareddaos GLin 2008, funded by the EU.
The “No to Homophobia and Transphobia in the Mediabklet prepared bi{aos GL funded by
the Netherlands Foreign Affairs Ministry.
The LGB Unions Report prepared Kgpos GLin 2009, funded by the German Embassy.
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requirements, EU and UN conventions played an éatlirole in helping resolve

certain conflicts between the Turkish state and L&Brganisations by urging the
state to give up its efforts to ban LGBTT assooradi Thirdly, the emphasis that
the EU and the UN put on human rights and fundaatérdedoms helped create a
certain degree of legitimacy to LGBTTS’ strugglé least in the eyes of parts of
the society’.

In addition, the social liberalisation policiestbe Ozal government had an
impact on the establishment of LGBTT groups andttan rise of the NSMs in
Turkey in general. Although state and governmelitigs towards LGBTTs have
always been oppressive in Turkey, social liberabsapolicies arguably gave the
courage to LGBTTs to get together towards the dnlden1980s. The most obvious
example of such policies was the government’s 1@88d decision to lift the ban
on Bulent Ersoy, a famous transsexual artist, wlas taken into custody during
the military regime and was formerly not allowed Tiarkey due to her sexual
identity.

When all of the above mentioned factors came tayeth the late 1980s,
LGBTT activists began to get together in small nembhold discussions in cafes
and evaluate their issues and possible causesiof amdividuals such albrahim
Eren, Demet Demir and Ali Kemal Yilmaz were instental in initiating these
activities”. Activists of the time began to make weekly meggievery Wednesday
in 1985 and 1986. LGBTTs arouridrahim Eren began a project callBadikal
Demokratik Y@l Parti (Radical Democratic Green Partyand called for all
marginal groups to gather together under this pamty its publicationY eil Baris
(Green Peace)(Ozkan, 2004: 92). Some feminists, anti-militarjstatheists,
LGBTTs and environmentalists gathered togetherhis party®. Though short
lived, the party held street demonstrationgsianbul and was at least able to raise
public discussion and public awareness on violdéoe&ards LGBTTs for the first
time. In the second half of the 1980s, LGBTT astwicontinued their struggle

The “No to Homophobia in the Media” report prepateg Kaos GLin 2008, funded by the
Netherlands Foreign Affairs Ministry.

* From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtiz 2009 jstanbul.

>" From the interviews made with Deniz Yildiz on J8B, 2009 stanbul; Oner Ceylan on October
16, 2009 fstanbul.

%  “Lambda tarihine Kiisel bir baks”. Retrieved from site
http://www.ibnistan.net/lamtar/laml1baslangic.htibecember 5, 2009.
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getting together in parks, homes, sharing expeerand seeking answers (Erol,
2008: 169; Yildiz, January-February 2007: 51).

The biggest street demonstration of the time tolalcgpin 1987. Thirty-
seven gay men and transgender people started ahsinige to protest harassment
and sought help from the neéRadical Democratic Green Partyhis was the first
public action taken by the Turkish LGBT community”.In 1988 transgender
people gained legal status. This was the most itapbdevelopment of the decade
on the LGBTT front in TurkeY.

4.3. 1990s

In the 1990s, despite the fact that there were mdisgussions on
establishing associations and intentions to inerelasir activities, there were also
many barriers in front of LGBTT activists and varso disagreements among
themselves regarding how and under what condittonerganise. For instance
while some LGBTT activists were not in favour ofjanising under the name “gay
organisations” since they thought they would fageese state pressure and since
they were against coming out, others argued otlser@¥ildiz, March-April 2007:
46).

State institutions, on the other hand, continuouskisted many activities
that LGBTT people tried to organise. For instanoelP93, theGay Pridé*
activities were stopped by the police and manyiorguests were deportédThe
same thing happened in 1995. In 1993, the IstaGowernorate rejected LGBTT
activists’ demand to organise an international fiestival on the grounds that this

was against public morality and traditions (YildMarch-April 2007: 47). Let

* “Turkey’s LGBT History — 1970s”. Retrieved from tesi http:/news.kaosgl.com/item/130
December 5, 2009.

&0 “Turkey’s LGBT History - 1980s”". Retrieved from  tei
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4bisttory-1980s December 8, 2009.

1 What is usually referred to as the “GRgrade in the West is called “Pride” in Turkey. Activist

of the time tried to organise this initial pridedem the name Gay Pride”, disregarding LBTTs in
the activity’s name. This might be an example af patriarchal and transphobic nature of the
LGBTT movement in Turkey in its initial steps. Ate¢ moment, the march and other activities held
in the corresponding week are called the “Pride MVesvithout any reference any sexual
orientation or sexual identity in particular. HoweeytheAnti-Homophobia Daysrganised b¥aos
GL still tends to disregard TTs. Hence it isn't pbssito claim that misogyny, biphobia and
especially transphobia have completely been erfagedthe movement.

%2 From the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on JB, 2009 stanbul.
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alone establishing an association, LGBTT activistsnot even have the chance to
display their art under their own identities in ddyg approved contexts. Hence
LGBTT activists had to gather together unofficiallpg small numbers, in their
homes trying to figure out what they coulddo

Probably the most important evidence of state wcgetowards LGBTTS,
and the most popular accusation against the pdiceughout the 1990s
(continuing into the 2000s) was the employment ide$man Aksoy, aka Hortum
(Hose) Suleyman, who served as the Béy®olice Chief between 1992 and 1994
(Yildiz, January-February 2007), and then agaimfrb996 to 200%. For a
decade, Suleyman Aksoy would torture TTs living amorking in Beyglu so
systematically and brutally that the LGBTT movemesiuld demand his acts to
be defined as “genocide” during the Penal Codermefim 2004. LGBTT activist
and one of the actual victims of Ulusoy's tortur@&emet Demir, argues that
Ulusoy forced the shopkeepers working in the regionto sell goods and services
to TTs, sent police officers to attack TTs’ housasore at TTs and provoked the
public to attack TTs efé As reported by the famouiirriyet newspaper in 2000,
Demet Demir also said that Ulusoy had not onlydted TTs but also Romans,
Kurds and street children of the adfeaAnother LGBTT activist, Belgin Celik,
states that Ulusoy would throw his ablution watersex workers and TTs'. She
adds that he had hoses of different colours anderpadple choose the colour of
the hose that he or she will be beaten by. Hisoasthave also been reported by
many newspapers several tifffedn an interview published in one of the most
commonly read newspapers in Turkey, Ulusoy himaéthitted that “They might
have beaten a couple of them [meaning TTs and hexnass] from time to time”,

that “He might have forgotten his police baton ttay, so he might have had to

3“Kaos GL". Retrieved from sitéhttp://www.kaosgl.com/content/kaos-flay 12, 2009.

 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 4.

® TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 4.

% “Hortum’un ingiltere’de Tiyatrosu bile Yapilngi. Article published inHirriyet on June 4, 2000;
retrieved from sitdttp://webarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/2000/06/04/2122%®,a\pril 18, 2010.

7 “Hortum Siileyman Sunar”. Article published Redikal on May 29, 2002; retrieved from site
http://www.radikal.com.tr/haber.php?haberno=389%aril 19, 2010.

“Polis U¢ Maymunu Oynadi”. Article published Evrenselon April 16, 2003; retrieved from site
http://www.tumgazeteler.com/?a=495743®ril 19, 2010.

“Elde Var Bir, Ya Dgerleri”. Article published inRadikalon September 29, 2003; retrieved from
site http://www.radikal.com.tr/haber.php?haberno=90288ril 19, 2010.
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use hoses [to beat TTs]” and openly used hate wdlises such as “People have to
mobilise against homosexuality”, “I am disgustedttansvestites” et® The court
case against Ulusoy demanding twenty-seven yegsssamment was opened in
2003 at the Beygu Sixth Penal Court of General Jurisdicfidrunfortunately, the
case was dragged on for five years, unless themalmnact was repeated. To add
injury to insult, Stileyman Ulusoy is today walkifiggely on the streets, retired
from the police department, despite the fact thabat 200 complaints have been
filed against him, despite the fact that his tatunethod has been published in
many newspapers.

Despite all these difficulties and attacks, theitweigg of the 1990s was
still an important turning point for the LGBTT mawent in Turkey. The best-
known and largest LGBTT groups in Turkd§@aos GLandLambdaistanbulvere
formed in the beginning of the decade. Neither lodse groups were direct
extensions ofbrahim Eren’s or Ali Kemal Yilmaz’s earlier groufsem the 1980s.
It was claimed that the latter only had an indira@iféct on the formation of these
two group$’.

Lambdaistanbdl' was established in 1993 during the efforts to igman
international conference, which was not allowedthg Istanbul Governordte
LGBTT activists gathered together to hold discussi@and develop a common
language and strategy in a club in Istanbul foeehmonths but they had to
abandon the place due to police b{fst®ne year later in 1994, memberskafos
GL got together to discuss their problems with theaidleat it was time for
LGBTTSs to fight for their rights and be visible the society®. They began to

publish their journalKaos GL, the first gay and lesbian journal of Turkey, in

% “Devletin Polisi Homoseksiiellerden Dayak Yiyor niedirtecektim”. Article published in
Hurriyet on January 1, 2005; retrieved from site
http://arama.hurriyet.com.tr/arsivnews.aspx?id=Z&3pril 19, 2010.

9 “Elde Var Bir, Ya Dgerleri”. Article published irRadikalon September 29, 2003; retrieved from
site http://www.radikal.com.tr/haber.php?haberno=90288ril 19, 2010.

® From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdliie 2009jstanbul.

“Hortum’un Ingiltere’de Tiyatrosu bile Yapilril. Article published inHurriyet on June 4, 2000;
retrieved from sitdttp://webarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/2000/06/04/2122%®,a&\pril 18, 2010.

" The Greek letter lambda is an international synafohe homosexual movement.

2 “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yapti”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 10, 2009.
» “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yapti”. Retrieved from site,

http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 10, 2009.
"“Kaos GL". Retrieved from sitéhttp://www.kaosgl.com/content/kaos:flay 20, 2009.
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September 1994 as a source of alternative medlegslaimed mainstream media
insulted homosexuality, triggered the prejudiceairagf LGBTTs and portrayed
and ridiculed homosexuality The journal had a self-declared anti-capitatisit;-
sexist and anti-homophobic attitdleand has been published since tfelts self-
declared aim is to promote LGBTT policies takingtoinaccount these
considerations.

Although the two groups, the former iatanbul and the latter in Ankara,
were formed simultaneously, they did so withoutwimyg about each other. This
was partly due to the fact that the two groups wereas visible then as they are
now, and partly due to the fact that communicateshnologies like internet had
not yet developed théh However, two years after the publication of thstfissue
of Kaos GL, in 1996,Lambdaistanbubegan to publish the journa00 de 100 Gey
(A Hundred Percent Gaygnd distribute it in the copies &f&os GLinformally’.
This was one of the initial contacts between the groups. Still, activists explain
that the relationship between the two groups begatrengthen only towards the
end of the decad®

Women and TT activists within the LGBTT movemenigde to form
autonomous groups in the 1990s. For instance i5,1®group of women, who left
Lambdaistanbulformed the first lesbian group in TurkeYenls Kizkardgeri
(Venus Sisters)ith the aim to develop an autonomous lesbian mevérout they
decided to joirKaos GLa few years later (Yildiz, March-April 2007: 478)4In
1998, a group of lesbian feminists formed the grBappho’nun Kizlari (Sappho’s
Girls) to question patriarchy and heterosexuality (Yildvigrch-April 2007: 47).
Oteki Ben (The Other Mdgsbian feminist group was also formed in 1998 and
published a journal with the same name for a sheriod of tim&'. In 1997, a
group of TT sex workers organised under the n&sael (Yildiz, March-April
2007: 47).

> From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 2009 istanbul.

°“jlk Cagrimiz”. Retrieved from sitenttp:/kaosgl.com/node/240May 12, 2009.

" From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July ZW09,istanbul.

8 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtiz 2009 jstanbul.

& “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yapti”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 10, 2009.

8 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtiz 2009jstanbul.

81 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Augdlt 2009, Ankara.
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The Bear Movement in TurkeyAyilar) also began to arise in the 1990s.
Actually, the Bear Movement is an international gagvement/stanbul Bearclub
activist Ahmet Kaya argues that gay men, who refleetconventional perception
of being a gay man, i.e. being feminine, dressighttand colourful, waxing etc.
and who embrace natural masculinity define thenesels Beaf§ i.e. they are
masculine in appearance, but they refuse the nealdey roles that are oppressive
and they love méh. This movement began in Turkey in the mid 90s.rénity,
there are two Bear groups in Turk@¥irkiye Ayilariand/stanbul Bearclufy.

Interviewees, who have tried to document the hystof LGBTTs in
Turkey, claim that LGBTT groups also began to gejether in universities. In
1995, a gay group calleBilincli Escinseller Toplulgu (The Conscious Gays’
Group)was founded in Anadolu University (Yildiz, Marctp@l 2007: 47). Again
in the same years, some students of Middle Eagtnieal University, Hacettepe
University, and B@azici University etc. began to get together to famnegistered
LGBTT student groups in their universities nameegatd®. They organised
discussions, shared their experiences, and showedsin their universities; the
ones in Ankara participated to the activitiekafos GLand volunteered fakaos
GL. Afterwards, many LGBTT student groups from vasiauniversities all over
Turkey got together and named themselkegato without knowing about each
othef®. In time, Legatogroups kept on opening and closing as studentsecned
with LGBTT policies entered, and graduated fromiyersities”.

Among the most important developments in the LGBfidvement in
Turkey was the establishment Okgurlik ve Dayasma Partisi (Freedom and
Solidarity Party) being the first political party in Turkey to adds LGBTT
issue®. This development was followed by the establishime the Gay and
Lesbian Human Rights Commissiander the Ankara Branch of tiuman Rights
Associationin 1994 (Erol, 1996: 59). One year later in 198& first gay and

82 Ayilar have been criticised by many feminist and LGBT®ugps for reproducing the traditional
masculine gender roles. However, after lots ofuisions, now the relationship is better
8 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009jstanbul.
8 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octob&r2009jstanbul.
8 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
8 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
8 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
* From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octolhé, 2009 [stanbul.
8 “Turkey's LGBT History - 1990s". Retrieved from  tei
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4btstory-1980sDecember 8, 2009.
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lesbian radio program began in a radio statioredaicik Radyo (Open Radfb)
In 1998, many of the aforementioned groups cametiay to hold the first gay
meeting in Turkey. These meetings continued toddd Annually in Istanbul and
Ankara until 2004°.

However, 1996 was an unfortunate year for LGBT Trstf@ reasons. First
of all, in 1996 the Turkish High Court of Appealscitled that a lesbian mother
could not have her child’s custody after divoragcsishe “had a sexual habit in the
degree of sicknes%" In 1996, police attacks on transsexuals and estites also
increased. As explained above, Suleyman Ulusoy ¢ardaty for the second time.
The police broke into the homes of transsexualteantsvestite people and in many
cases the local residents supported the policediYilMarch-April 2007: 48).
Following Demet Demir’s initiatives, activists bhmbdaistanbutesponded to this
violence by holding street demonstrations to supfue victims of the attacks.
They continued their struggle also by establislargay internet cafe in 1998 and a
helpline for LGBTTs in 199% (Yildiz, March-April 2007: 48).

There were also a few positive developments thaluded the state’s
recognition of LGBTT groups in the 1990s. Probably most obvious one was the
government’s invitation thambdaistanbuto participate to the National Congress
on AIDS in 1997°. Another crucial development was that in 1999 LGBiktivist
Demet Demir ran as a candidate in BglyoCity Council elections as a member of
ODP. This was the first time that a transgender irdiial attended local elections
as a candidaté

As already notedKaos GL and Lambdaistanbulbegan to develop a
relationship towards the ends of the decade. I'818% meetingslzistanbulwas
held for the first time inistanbul. Activists olKaos GLattended the conference

from Ankara. Then in the spring of 1999, anothenfecenceBaharAnkarawas

8 “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yaptr”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibitee, May 12, 2009.

%© “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yaptr”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibitee, May 12, 2009.

o “Turkey’s LGBT History - 1990s”". Retrieved from  tei
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s-4pisttory-1980sDecember 8, 2009.

92 “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yapti”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 12, 2009.

% “Turkey's LGBT History - 1990s". Retrieved from  tesi
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4btstory-1990sDecember 8, 2009.

o “Turkey's LGBT History - 1990s". Retrieved from  tei

http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4plstory-1990sDecember 8, 2009.
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held in Ankara with the participation dfambdaistanbulactivists. These two
meetings continued to be held annually until the 2000s and this did not only
get the two groups closér but was also an important step in the

institutionalisation of the LGBTT movement in Tugke

4.4.2000s

The legacy of the 1990s helped accelerate theitesiwf the movement in
the 2000s. LGBTT activists explain that the 200@sehbeen the peak of the
LGBTT movement. While previously they used to cotogether, discuss their
problems and prepare an infrastructure, in the @68 LGBTT movement began
to be more visible in the public sphere and inrtteslia®®

First of all, the 2000s started with economic @ise Turkey. Deniz Yildiz
claims that like all marginal groups, these alsgatiwely affected LGBTTs. Many
open bars and cafes were shut down during thescrés®l it is claimed that this
hurt LGBTTSs socialisation and coming out proceSses

In spite of bureaucratic obstacldéaos GLmanaged to open its cultural
centre and library in Ankara in 2000. People geetber to watch movies, hold
discussions, do research, share experiences etice aentr&® Three years later,
Lambdaistanbubegan to form a library at its cultural centre,endone could find
various pieces of gay literature, human rights respand studies on gay policiés
Like in the 1990s, in the 2000s various LGBTT gegstablished help lines for
LGBTTSs to share their problems and get consultaeeyices.

The most important factor leading to the visibilitiythe LGBTT movement
in Turkey in the 2000s walkaos GLs appearance in May 1 demonstrations in
Ankara in 2001. AlthougliKkaos GLhad appeared in public demonstrations before
on March 8, 1997 and in 1999 at an anti-globalisatlemonstratiofl°, activists in

% From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdliie 2009]jstanbul.

% From the interviews made with Umut Giiner on Aug2st 2009, Ankara; Oner Ceylan on
October 16, 2009stanbul.

" From the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on JBY, 2009 stanbul.

% “Kiltir Merkezi ve Kiitiiphane”. Retrieved from sitbttp://kaosgl.com/node/240May 21,
20009.

9 “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yapti”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 23, 2009.

10 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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Istanbul explain how the appearance in May 1, 2@@teased their enthusiasm,
thus leading td_.ambdaistanbu$ appearance in May 1 demonstrations in 2002 in
istanbut®. Again in 2002, many NGOs and almost all LGBTTugs attended the
demonstrations against the US invasion of ffaqFurthermore, LGBTT
organisations have made dozens of street demaossatgainst the killings of
LGBTTs in the 2000s, although these hardly chartbedstate and civil violence
against LGBTTs.

After Guzistanbul and BaharAnkara came to an endKaos GL and
Lambdaistanbulbegan to organise even larger annual activitieanks to the
increased visibility of the LGBTT movement. In 2006e firstPride Weekwas

19 The following year in May 1*7* 2006,

organised by.ambdaistanbuin istanbu
the First International Anti-Homophobia Meetingas held byKaos GLand it has
been continuing annually since then. In additiorthiese annual meetings, many
LGBTT groups and organisations have started to rosgavarious meetings,
seminars, conferences, symposiums, panels andsdisas all over Turkey with
the aim to seek solutions for the problems of LGBThelp facilitate their
socialisation, come up with policies and actiongight against homophobia and
transphobia etc. Some of these were the sympostaifted Lezbiyen ve Geylerin
Sorunlari ve Toplumsal Barigin C6ziim Onerileri (Problems of Lesbian and Gay
People and Suggestions Towards Social Pe&2eD3)}°> Escinsel Aktivist ve
Akademinsyenler Bujuyor (Homosexual Activists and Academicians Are
Meeting) (2003) (Yildiz, 2007: 25); the seminars call&ky-Lezbiyen/nsan
Haklan (Gay-Lesbian Human Right$2004) (Yildiz, 2007: 29)Queer Kimlik ve
Tarkiye (Queer Identity and Turkey2004) (Yildiz, 2007: 30), the meetingey ve
Lezbiyenisciler Bulusmasi (Gay and Lesbian Workers’ Meetin{g004) (Yildiz,
2007: 37),1. Bursa Tirkiye Einsel Bulymasi (The ¥ Bursa Turkey Gay
Meeting)(2006) (Yildiz, 2007: 41) etc. Although some ofdbaneetings like the

191 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdte 2009]stanbul.
102 “Ozetle; Lambdaistanbul Ne Yaptr”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/lambda.php?kesibtee, May 21, 2009.
193 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtfie 2009]stanbul.
1% May 17 is the International Anti-Homophobia Daykeed when the World Health Organisation
proclaimed that homosexuality is not a diseasel(RA99: 7).
195 This meeting had record breaking participation #reldiscussions to establish the association,
Kaos GL,accelerated after seeing this participation

* From the interview made with Umut Glner on AugRs, 2009, Ankara.
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one in Bursa were sabotaged by the police (Yild@Q7: 42), LGBTT activists
managed to make their voices heard, at least by s@ctions of society.

The first registered LGBTT student group was alstaldished in Bilgi
University in the 2000s. One of the activists idgBiUniversity, izlem Aybasti,
explains that their primary aim was to socialisd discuss their problems. At the
same time, they deliberately pursued a policy afidpenore visible both within the
school and in the media. According to Aybastl, thdencerned parents
significantly. Thus, although the university admsination and lots of academicians
from the university originally supported the groatipwed them to hang banners,
and distribute bulletins, they changed their atgtalue to the pressure coming from
the parents. They then asked the group to be isgdey especially in the media.
After the activist students graduated, the group dissolvedf®.

However, this incident raised debate among the anédterBilgi LGBTT's
establishment, reporters began to direct questiomsvarious universities
chancellors as to whether or not, they would allbevestablishment of a registered
LGBTT group in their own university. Except for apportive comment coming
from Sabanci University, many chancellors gave tegaresponses, perhaps
refraining from the pressure that would come frow parents. At the moment, the
most organised registered student group workingthenissues of gender and
LGBTT policies is theCins Kltipin Sabanci Universit}’’

The TT movement too began to mature in the 2000hoAgh it is an
LGBTT organisationPembe Hayat (Pink Life)as established in 2006 in Ankara
to deal primarily with the problems of TTs. It wastablished as a reaction to the
Eryaman incidents in Ankara. In the spring of 20@&lence towards TTs
significantly increased in Eryaman, a district aik&rd®® Recently, two new TT
groups have also been foundedistanbul. The first oné/oltrans is a group of
transsexual men, who get together to discuss pieblems and possible solutions.
The second one isstanbul LGBTT Sivil Toplum Gjiimi (/stanbul LGBTT Civil
Society Initiative)a group of mainly TTs, who came together in 2(@®dine of the
members offstanbul LGBTTare TTs that have leftambdaistanbulto organise

1% Erom the interview made wittzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20G8tanbul.

97 Erom the interview made wittzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20G8tanbul.

198 Both the police and some residents of Eryaman, waoted TTs to leave the district showed
severe violence towards TTs living in the areafanded them to migrate.
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autonomously./stanbul LGBTTpublishes the fanzineGaci Lagg which was
previously calledsaci/stanbut®.

4.5.Disagreements and Controversies / Agreements and [Gdorations within

the Movement

Since the early days of the LGBTT movement in Tyrkéere have been
some disagreements between LGBTT groups and oegems. The debates on
coming out or not and the demands of some leshianpg to form their own
associations and organisations had begun earligreiri990s. In the beginning of
the 2000s during the meetings @fizistanbuland BaharAnkaraone controversy
was whether these meetings weeenbdaistanbus activities or the activities of all
LGBTTs (Yildiz, May-June 2007: 43). This disagreameeems to have been
resolved. While thd’ride Weekactivities had been organised bgmbdaistanbul
itself alone, in 2009, it was organised by tl&BTT Human Rights Platformvith
the contribution of many national and internatioh@BTT groups that are not
components of the Platfori!.

Due to the fact that all non-heterosexual indigidudo not suffer from the
same forms and institutions of oppression, exgioma and violence, and do not
have singular identities, disagreements among LGBDUps have continued to be
deep-rooted. For instance while feminist lesbiaesmfavour of struggling against
the institution of marriage, some homosexuals arestruggling for the right to get
married (Duzkan, March-April 2007: 21). Such mates figuring out the
differences and commonalities between how a Kurdismosexual and HIV
positive transsexual build their identities in Teykcame to occupy the agenda of
LGBTT activists (Erol, 2008: 4). Transphobia withiGBTT groups also remains
an important disagreement between various LGBTTugso The disagreements,
especially the one about the discrimination agalfis within LGBTT groups and
associations, remain unresolved.

Another disagreement between LGBTT activists, dsfigc in the
beginning, was about the media. While some LGBTIivists agreed that the

109 “Hakkimizda”. Retrieved from sitehttp://www.istanbul-Igbtt.org/hakkkimizda.htnFebruary
23, 2010.
10 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtfie 2009]stanbul.
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struggle cannot be successful without a media poeseothers opposed this
argument on the grounds that “the country is notrgady for that” (Yildiz, May-

June 2007: 44). This disagreement seems to hava besolved since all

components of the GBTT Human Rights Platforrare currently visible in the
media.

The most obvious disagreement between LGBTT grevwgssthe one with
Bursa Gokkgagl (Bursa Rainbow LGBTT Solidarity and Cultural Agsdion).
This group is currently inactive and some of itsmmbers have lately been
sentenced to imprisonment for prostitution and eraging prostitution. All
members of theLtGBTT Platformhad already decided not to work with this
association due to the accusations of violenceexiptbitation by members of this
group*t.Yet in 2006, when the members of the associati@mewaced with
violence during the demonstrations they held agdims state’s efforts to close
down their association, the Platform gave its suppm the members oBursa
Gokkyagl, and some members joined them in the street denabiosis in Bursa.

Despite such disagreements, LGBTT groups and sghons have
engaged in many collaborations in the past. LGBTivsts emphasise that the
LGBTT movement is probably the only movement inkay that has managed not
to be divided into numerous fractions with differ@eological and political stands
and was able to hold the struggle on common grokadinstance in 2006, various
LGBTT groups came together to form an LGBTT netwarkTurkey with the
initiation of Sivil Toplum Gelitirme Merkezi (Centre for the Development of Civil
Society) (STGM)and Kaos GL in order to review the problems of LGBTT
organisations in Turkey and discuss about possitl#ions (Yildiz, 2007: 44). For
two years, six LGBTT groups and associatidfaos GL, Lambdaistanbul, Pembe
Hayat, Siyah Pembe Ucgen (Black Pink Triangle), jideyLiving Together;
Partner) Diyarbakirand MorEl Eskkehir, have been working together under this
platform, theLGBTT Human Rights Platforrsometimes referred to as théBTT
Platform, and have been continuing their activities all odemkey**?. Basic

activities of the Platform are to sustain the camation between the groups and to

11| GBTT Platformis also against working withinsanca Ygam Derngi (Humane Life
Association) which is led by a transsexual woman, due to ititarist discourses and claims that
homosexuality can be overcome via religion.

12 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on May 28, 2009, Ankara.
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report the human rights violations of LGBTTs alleovl urkey. The Platform also
held campaigns to struggle for LGBTTs’ democrayhits during the reform of the
Penal Code and the Constitutional reform. The emce of the Platform has been
encouraging for some LGBTTs to get together andnfarganisations like
MorEI*,

4.6. Accomplishments and Obstacles

Although most of the demands of LGBTT activists énawt yet been
fulfilled, the movement has made some importanhgahroughout the 2000s.
Probably the most important accomplishment of LGBJfdups was gaining the
right to form associations. As mentioned above, H@&BTT movement was
unofficial until the 2000s since the law does rextagnise the rights of LGBTTS.
However, from 2005 onwards, LGBTT groups began staldish associations
thanks to the struggle of LGBTT activists and thesgure exerted by international
human rights conventions that Turkey signed. At thement, there are four
LGBTT associations and various LGBTT groups all ume Turkey. The
associations formed after 2005 &faos GL, Pembe Hayat, Lambdaistanianld
Siyah Pembe Ucgenn addition, there are various LGBTT groups in #pé,
Adana, Samsun, Denizli, Van and Antep etc. Therg also a group callddaosist
Escinsel Sivil Toplum Gisimi (Kaosist Gay Civil Society Initiativejhat got
together in istanbul in 2007 but is currently rather inactile After the
establishment of the abovementioned four assoostipeople in cities other than
Istanbul, Ankara antzmir began to find the courage to get togetheria$ise and
organise, partly due to increased visibility in thedia and the facilities provided
by the advancement of communication technologiesddition, LGBTT activists
explain that their relations with national and mggional non-governmental
organisations have significantly improved after ngaj legal personality by

establishing associations.

13 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
14 Though Kaosist shares its name and bylaw wikaos GLand all of its members are also
members oKaos GL, in practice, it was an independent group
* From the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on J@@, 2009 jstanbul.
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Furthermore, although mainstream media is stily\vemo/bi/transphobic,
activists note that compared to the 1990s, therani®bservable improvement.
Another important accomplishment for the LGBTT manmt was that a
transvestite became a candidate for being the raukifitthe Katip Mustafa Celebi
district in Istanbul in the local elections in 2009. Though M=lik lost the
elections by only a few votes, the whole process &ahistorical value for the
movement in Turkey.

One of the most important accomplishments of th& TG movement was
the change within political parties. The recentiywbedDemokratik Toplum Partisi
(Democratic Society Party) (DTP}he members of which now organise under
Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi (BDP) (Peace and Democracytygahas been in
communication with LGBTT activists since the eatbys of the movement. Since
the beginning of the 1990s, whé8DP was calledDemokratik Halk Partisi
(Democratic People’s Party) (DEHAPYne of the principles of the party in its
election campaigns has been to struggle againishamosexual discriminatiori*®
BDP's current party program includes a struggle adainscrimination based on
sexual orientation.

At the moment, a socialist partfgmekci Hareket Partisi (Labourer
Movement Party) (EHP)has an LGBTT branch, which fights against
discrimination against homosexuatddP's party program also includes a struggle
against the discrimination against lesbians and.gdgrEl activist Pelin Kalkan
argues that the changes EtP accelerated when the part got into contact with
MorE[**®,

Besides, LGBTT groups have close relations vidéwrimci Sosyalistsci
Partisi (Revolutionary Socialist Workers’ Party ([P, Sosyalist Demokrasi
Partisi (Socialist Democracy Party) (SDP), Ezileme Sosyalist Platformu
(Socialist Platform of the Oppressed) (ESfP) Ozgiirlilk ve Dayamma Partisi
(Freedom and Solidarity Party (ODPBY and Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi
(Equality and Democracy Party) (EDP)n 1994, ODP banned discrimination
based on sexual orientation and sexual identithiwithe party and was the first

15 Erom the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Audlit 2009, Ankara.
16 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
7 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
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party to do sb'®. Many members of these political parties attenthe activities
and join the street demonstrations held by LGBTSoastions.

Considering the social environment of the 1970s aadialist parties’
policies towards all other identities as secondarthat of the working class, this
change within socialist parties is an importantoagglishment of the LGBTT
movement*®Activists explain that the changes in political i are have usually
come about as a result of individual efforts. Fmtance the relationship wiBDP
would not have been at this level if it was not 8ebahat Tuncel, a well-known
activist coming from the Kurdish women’s moventéhtSebahat Tuncel was the
first deputy to submit a parliamentary questiortite Grand National Assembly
about the discrimination against LGBTTSs.

After BDP andsome socialist parties, some deputies flOHRHP andAdalet
ve Kalkinma Partisi (Justice and Development Pa(®#P) began to focus on
LGBTT policies. For instance Mehmet Sevigen fro@HP submitted a
parliamentary question to the Assembly regarding finng of a gay football
refereé® in 2009%2 Again for the first time aKP deputy, Zafer Uskiil, the head
of the Human Rights Committeeame to th009 Anti-Homophobia Meetindt
was the first time that a deputy attended a contsreon the rights of and
discrimination against LGBTT people (Erol, 2009)).18 addition, a right wing
party, Demokrat Party (Democrat Party) (DRgcently added the struggle against
discrimination based on sexual orientation in igsty program. Yet it is worth
underlining that this cannot be considered a chamdgiee general mentality of the
abovementioned parties, but rather indicate ind&icfforts on the part of mostly
women and LGBTT activists.

In a way similar to political parties likeHP that began to be more sensitive
towards LGBTT policies after getting in touch witbGBTT groups and
associations, many NGOs began to question theiohaftransphobia as well after

18 “Turkey’s LGBT History - 1990". Retrieved from sit
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4btsttory-1990s December 5, 2009.
19 From the interview made with Pelin Dutlu on July; 2009, Eskiehir.
120 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdte 2009]stanbul.
121 This referee, Haliibrahim Dingdg, went to court to get his job back. At about thens time,
two male police officers were fired since their gaixintercourse videos came out. All of these
incidents increased public discussions on the idiseation against homosexuals
* “Turkey’s LGBT History - 2009". Retrieved from  tei
http://news.kaosgl.com/item/2006/9/11/turkey-s4blsttory-1990sDecember 8, 2009.
122 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.
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getting to know LGBTT groups. LGBTT activists exiplahat they observed a
significant change irAmargi and Ankarali Feministlerafter these groups started
working in collaboration witH.ambdaistanbubndKaos GL It is now easier for
LGBTTs in the two former women’s organisations, aftiers that pursue the same
approach, to come out and underline their idestftie

Another important accomplishment of the LGBTT moesnin the 2000s
was increased legitimacy both among the publiciarttie eyes of the state. Oner
Ceylan points out that while in 2002, only 15 peoplere walking behind the
LGBTT flag on May 1, in 2009 there were thousanfipemple walking inistiklal
Street during thé®ride demonstratiotf®. He adds that whereas in the 1990s the
Istanbul Governorate did not allow LGBTT groups tdhany activities, today
Lambdaistanbuland the Governorate are discussing a joint project the
employment of TT¥>. Even though LGBTTs are still subjected to disamiation
and violence by state institutions and private &Gt is possible to trace positive
developments.

The establishment of &ommission for Equality and Struggle against
Discrimination is currently on the agenda as part of the “dentmci@pening”
process thatAKP government has initiated. One of the provisions toé
commission is to ban and penalise all sorts of rofisoation, including
discrimination based on “sex identitg®.

Whether this term is used to imply sexual orieptatind/or sexual identity
isn't clear. Besides, newspapers report that timengission will be made up of 15
members, 12 of which will be selected by the Cabitie National Assembly and
by the President while only 3 will be chosen amd¥w@Os working against
discriminatiort®”.

Yet the organisation of the commission seems tprbblematic, and more
NGO representatives should be members of the caosionisf the “democracy”

123 From the interviews made with Secin Varol on R4y 2009, Ankaraizlem Aybasti on October
13, 2009 stanbul.

124 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdte 2009]stanbul.

125 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdte 2009]stanbul.

126 «Ayrimcilikla  Miicadele ve Htlik Kurulu Geliyor”. Retrieved from  site,
http://www.milliyet.com.tr/-ayrimcilikla-mucadeleevesitlik-kurulu-
geliyor/turkiye/sondakika/16.03.2010/1212052/defatin, March 16, 2010.

127 «pAynimecilikla  Miicadele ve  Htlik Kurulu Geliyor”. Retrieved from  site,
http://www.milliyet.com.tr/-ayrimcilikla-mucadeleevesitlik-kurulu-
geliyor/turkiye/sondakika/16.03.2010/1212052/defatin, March 16, 2010.
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discourses of the government are sincere. Besidlesyovernment should refrain
from ambiguous terms like “sex identity” and bethd&fom LGBTT associations’
expertise. Yet at this stage, it is too soon tb@late on this development since the
Draft Law has just been prepared in March 2010.

Last but not least, the TT movement in Turkey igidly accelerating its
activities, especially after the establishmenPefmbe Haydt® It has already been
noted elsewhere that TTs are marginalised evenirwitihhe movement itself.
Although this situation had been slowly getting tbet recently in 2010 the
disagreements between LGBs and TTs increased. ®lpgrhave been talking
about organising on their own without discrimingtegainst LGBs. Yet it is still a
significant development that the TT movement itdek increased its strength
rapidly. While previously, most TTs had hesitatedgb to court in the case of a
violation, now, there is even a recent court deaighat convicted the murderer of
a transsexual by life imprisonméfit Also, TTs are in the process of forming an
initiative called Kirmizi Semsiye (The Red Umbrella) struggle for the social
security rights of sex worker¥.

Despite these developments, LGBTT activists clthat the movement is
still facing lots of obstacles. LGBTTs are frequgrsubjected to hate crimes with
homo/bi/transphobic elements. A homosexual, Ahmédi, was murdered in an
honour killing in 2008 due to his sexual orientati&ive TTs were murdered in the
first two months in 2016** In April 2010, two homosexual university students
were attacked by their counterparts in Bilkent @nsity due to their sexual
orientatiort*2

Homo/bi/transphobic attitudes on the part of staséitutions are still major
obstacles confronting the LGBTT movement. For insga in 2006, the
pornography issue dfaos GLwas collected by the police on the grounds that it

was against “general morality” when in fact it aned discussions on

128 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.

129 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtfie 2009]stanbul.

130 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.

131 “Hiikiimete Uluslar Arasi Ga: LGBTT'lere Yonelik Siddeti Durdurun”. Retrieved from site
http://www.pembehayat.org/?g=node/2 May 3, 2010.

132«(niversite Partisinde ‘Homofobik’ Kavga”. Retried from site
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/14515930.asp, M&y 2010.
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pornography. A criminal court case has been filedards aKaos GL activist,
Umut Giiner on these grourds

One of the most obvious obstacles against the LGBiBVement has been
the Polis Vazife ve Selahiyet Kanunu (Police Duty andhérity Law) that was
modified several times: in 2002, 2004, 2005, 200d 2009. The Law amended by
CHP and AKP together, increased the police’s authority. Thécpohave been
apprehending and/or giving tickets to TTs for watkiin the streets on many
grounds such as “blocking the traffic’, “behavingamst ‘general morality”,
allegedly “flashing” etd*

In addition the state has filed law suits againiit active LGBTT
associations in Turkey on the grounds that thetabdishments were against
“general morality” and detrimental to the Turkisnfily order. Although none of
the attempts to close the LGBTT associations weczessful, the case against
Lambdaistanbulwas carried to the High Court of Appeals. In 20ftte Court
decided that the association shall not be closedessn it “spreads”
homosexuality?>. However, this approach is yet another homophalticude on
the part of the state since it rules out the faet it is not possible to “spread”
homosexuality since it is an innate identity.

Besides, some members of t#&KP government have openly made
homo/bi/transphobic statements. In 2008, Burhan uKuzsed the words
“Homosexuals have a strong demand for equalitythadight to get married. Will
we give them the right just because they want'it?8ven though the LGBTT
movement does not have any such demand yet. InVROEO, the State Minister
for Women and Family, Selma Aliye Kavaf stated thlae believed homosexuality
was a disease that it should be ciitédkavaf's statement raised considerable
public outrage and some protests. Many NGOs hageduKavaf to resign, while
deputies from various political parties—e.g., MehrBevigen ofCHP, Sebahat

Tuncel of BDP have raised parliamentary questions about the unesgaken for

133 From the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.

134 From the interview made with Belgin Celik on Sepber 4, 2009]stanbul.

135 From the interview made wittzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20G8tanbul.

136 «istiyorlar diye verecek miyiz?”. Retrieved from skitip://www.kaosgl.org/content/“istiyorlar-
diye-verecek-miyiz; January 21, 2010.

137 “Bakan Kavaf: Kcinsellik  bir Hastalik”. Retrieved from  site
http://www.cnnturk.com/2010/turkiye/03/07/bakan.&éescinsellik.bir.hastalik/566620.0/index.ht
ml, May 15, 2010.
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the discrimination against LGBTTs after Kavaf'stetaent and signatures have
been collected to protest her etc. This can be asaah indication of the LGBTT

movement’s increased strength and legitimacy in elges of, at least, some
sections of the society within a few decades.

LGBTT activists underline militarism, conservatisand the conception of
“general morality” as major obstacles to the movem#/hat they claim to be the
“militarist” nature of the state concerns théf Besides, they perceive rising
conservatism as a threat to the movement. In aadifome activists express that
the current cultural and legal understanding of fality” stands in their way”.
Despite all difficulties, LGBTT activists recognisiee positive developments and

feel that their struggle is going to change mindsnéually.

4.7.Active LGBTT Organisations in Turkey

Before elaborating on individual LGBTT organisasortheir similarities
and differences in detail, it might be useful twastigate the identities of the
members of LGBTT organisations. It is importanintute that being a member of
an LGBTT group, organisation, association etcather problematic for LGBTTs
since being legally registered to an associati@sibiity in the media etc. induce
the fears about coming out. Thus, most active mesnbe LGBTT groups have
already come out at least to a certain extent: sbhex@ not come out to their
families but have come out everywhere else; some hame out to their families
too but are following a “do not ask do not tell”lipg™*°.

Although the situation has significantly changedtiwe recent past, the
majority of the members and followers of the LGB®iQanisations in Turkey are
still men, except foPembe Hayatand MorEl, in which women are greater in
number. A significant proportion of the women memnshef LGBTT organisations
are heterosexual feminist women. This is partly thuminist support towards the
LGBTT movement.

138 Erom the interview made with an LGBTT activistduly 30, 2009jstanbul.
139 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobé&r2009]stanbul.
49| have to note that this generalisation is abbatttive members of LGBTT groups. Hundreds
of LGBTTs, who have not come out, visit LGBTT orgations or are in contact with them over
the phone or via e-mail. The member profile thaave drawn here with respect to being out of the
closet does not refer to such followers, but oalgidtive participants.
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LGBTT organisations do not all have the same focEscept forPembe
Hayatand/stanbul LGBTTwhich focus primarily on the problems of TTs, Tare
a minority in the LGBTT movement. This is due te ttifficulty of organising
TTs*!and due to the transphobia that is also presdoBBITT organisations.

We can see a generalised profile of those in thBTIomovement. Most
groups consist of a young populatidtaos GLactivists say that people, who visit
the association, are generally between the agem@@3*2 In MorEl's case, the
age average decreases even further since it isetbdmy university studerits.
Lambdaistanbulactivist Oner Ceylan states that most of the @ttivof the
movement are middle cld88 These organisations have no membership
requirements except those stated by the law. Howedee to the political
principles of the movement, these organisationgeprto close their doors to
individuals that use violence towards other peliple

Istanbul Bearclulis the most different LGBTT group. First of alljel to
the definition of being a Bear, the group conssis/ of men. They do not allow
women and TTs in the group. Besidésanbul Bearclubs a more mixed group in
terms of its class structuréstanbul Bearclubhas many lower class members,
while this is not usually the case for other orgatibn3*°.

Before elaborating on individual associations iadeit should be noted
that since socialisation opportunities are morendbat in large cities, the most
active LGBTT groups are found in Ankara aistianbul. However, based on their
observations during the last anti-homophobia aetwithat were held in six cities,
activists explain that the participation in theidties in smaller cities were much
more intense that they expected. They claim thiat itlight either be due to the

lack of such activities thet¥, or due to the fact that a sense of belonging migh

141 Most TT activists are sex workers. TTs in Turkapd all around the world, are subjected to
severe discrimination in all aspects of work lifgarting from hiring. Hence the majority of TTs,
who have come out, are compulsory sex workers.eSsex workers’ working hours are very
different from the “regular” working hours; i.e.nsie they work at night, it is very difficult for se
workers to actively participate in day time aciedt Hence, it is more difficult for TTs to orgamis
192 Erom the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
143 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
144 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdltfie 2009]stanbul.
145 Erom the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Z@09,istanbul.
146 Erom the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009]stanbul.
47 From the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.
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have been more developed in smaller crd¥dsBesides, participation also
depends on the type of the activity. When it istrees demonstration or press
conference that is open to the media, people are netuctant to join but when it
is a social activity like a picnic, it is easier fzeople to show up’.

We may now examine individual groups.

4.7.1. Ayilar

As already explained, the Bear Movement is an rmggonal gay
movement/stanbul Bearclulactivist Ahmet Kaya argues that gay men, who tejec
the conventional perception of being a gay man,being feminine, dressing in
tight and colourful clothing, waxing etc. and whmlerace a natural masculinity
define themselves as Ayifaf: i.e. they are masculine in appearance, but they
refuse the male gender roles that are oppressivéhay love meh*,

The first Bear group that came together in Turkeyhie 1990s was called
Tarkiye Ayilari (Bears of TurkeyThe group became an extension of the world’s
Bear Movement (Ozkan, 2004: 99). However, towatus énd of the 1990s,
Turkiye Ayilaribegan to separate into two groups due to somégabland even
personal problem&iirkiye AyilariandAnadolu Ayilari (Anatolian BearsY.

In 2000, 15 people separated frorirkiye Ayilariand formedAnadolu
Ayilari with the aim of becoming more politicised. The gvahen took the name
Istanbul BearclubAt first, there was rivalry between the two grsuplowever, in
time, they resolved their problems and today, W groups share the same bar in
Istanbul, and join Bear activities togethéstanbul Bearclubomembers write for
Turkiye Ayilari’'sjournal, etc:>®

There are three types of membershigstanbul Bearclub10 people, who
are not in the closet, are executive members. HExecumembers are selected

among people with special talents like graphic glesorganisation skills etc. that

148 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
149 Erom the interview made with Umut Giiner on Augst 2009, Ankara.
1350 Ayilar have been criticised by many feminist and LGBTdugs for reproducing the traditional
masculine gender roles. However, after lots ofutisions, now the relationship is better
51 Erom the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér 2009]jstanbul.
152 Erom the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér 2009]stanbul.
133 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009]stanbul.
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can help organise the activities of the group. Sugp members are those who
lack those skills but would like to contribute teetorganisation in other ways. Any
Bear, who would like to join the group, can becargeneral memb&f.

Like all other active LGBTT groups, there are nerhrchies between
members ofstanbul BearclubThe group mainly organises parties, art showat bo
trips etc. Ahmet Kaya explains that participationBear parties is unusually high.
He states that this might be due to the fact thegroup is less radical than the rest
of the LGBTT organisations in Turkey, thus apoétipeople can more easily fit

+ 155
n-.

4.7.2. Kaos GL

Kaos GLis a local association in Ankara. However, throtigh magazine,
Kaos GL, which is distributed to 16 cities in Turkey, inding Edirne, Antalya,
Izmir, Afyon, Canakkale, Istanbul, Eskisehir, Digakir, Van, Adana, Trabzon,
and Samsun etc., the association can reach to exr wabgraphy. The association
has almost 50 registered members and it is the orgahised association among
the LGBTT groups in Turkey.

In the beginning of the 1990s, memberdabs GLgot together to discuss
their problems with the idea that it was time f€@BRTTs to fight for their rights
and be visible in sociel}f. They began to publish their journ&aos GL, in
September 1994 as a source of alternative medta simainstream media insulted
homosexuality, triggered prejudices against LGBTarg] portrayed homosexuality
as an object of ridiculé”. Kaos GLhas been published since then.

As implied before, during the 1990s, there werey\few women and TTs
in Kaos GL Women and TTs struggled throughout these yeanplgito exist in
the movement with their own identities. Today, dtdasier for women to find a
place in Kaos GL Kaos GL even has a sub-group callétos Kadin (Kaos
Woman,) underlying gender specific problems, women’s eigmees and solidarity

etc. However, women members are still less in nunifbaghe association. The

134 Erom the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009]stanbul.

135 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009]stanbul.

1%6kao0s GL”". Retrieved from sitenttp://www.kaosgl.com/content/kaos;tlay 20, 2009.
57 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Z@09,istanbul.
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situation is even worse for TTs, who are still végw in number irkaos GI**2 In
fact TT groups have serious complaints about trensprhobia within the
association.

Kaos GL'sinitial manifesto indicated that the group would bBn anti-
capitalist, feminist LGBTT group that would strugglagainst heterosexist
patriarchy, and members of the group claimed they tvould try to construct their
identities in their own right, rejecting the idder@s that were dictated to them by
heterosexist patriarchy.

Although at the moment the association is well ptax by its neighbours,
this was not always the case. In 20B40s GL’'scultural centre was attacked by
some homophobic individuals (Yildiz, 2007: 34). pies these social obstacles
and state attempts to close down the associdfmos GL Kultirel Aratirmalar ve
Dayanyma Derngi (Kaos GL Cultural Studies and Solidarity Assoicia)®
managed to become the first gay and lesbian asworia 2005°%*,

Although Kaos GL®> became an association in 2005, they had been
discussing LGBTT policies since thezbiyen ve Geylerin Sorunlari ve Toplumsal
Baris icin Cozim Onerilericonference held in 2003; because the record brgaki
participation in the conference had encouraged tfiemsfter the conference, the
group defined its working areas as the family, edioa, psychology-psychiatry,
law, human rights, sexual health, refugees, s@@alices, military service, media
etc. and began to seek possible solutions to tbklgmns in these ared$ Until
2005, the group had specific commissions to worleach field®® However, as the
members of the group increased in number, the budde individual activists
began to be too heafd).The reasons for establishing an association wetle o
decrease this burden by institutionalisation andegi whether the Turkish state
would approve the establishment of an LGBTT assiotiaYasemin Oz explains
that by establishing an association, the group @galin a legal status in Turkey.

158 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

1394k Cagrimiz”. Retrieved from sitehttp:/kaosgl.com/node/240®ay 20, 2009.

10 From the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.

161 «2005 Yilinda Derneklgne... ve kendimizi dinlemek’. Retrieved from site,
http://kaosgl.com/node/241May 20, 2009.

162 aos GLis the only LGBTT association that is stated &l aassociation in its charter.

183 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Augst 2009, Ankara.

184 «Calisma Alanlarimiz”. Retrieved from sitaitp:/kaosgl.com/node/240May 20, 2009.

185 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audst 2009, Ankara.

186 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audst 2009, Ankara.
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Although homosexuality is not recognised by Turkisiw, they would be more
visible both to homosexuals and to the society énegat®’. “It was a strategic,
political and legal struggle”, Oz statd She adds that the technical reason
underlying the attempt was that the Code of Ass$ioria became much more
flexible and the supervision of associations sigaifitly decreased in 2004. She
explains that after a bunch of discussions on thegdrs of becoming an
association since coming out is problematic for bsexuals, the group finally
decided in favouf®.

After Kaos GL's application to the Office of Associations, the Ank
Governorate appealed to the Chief Public Prosesuf@ffice for the closure of the
association on the ground that its establishmestagainst “general morality” and
detrimental to the Turkish family order. Howevére tOffice gave a verdict of non-
prosecutioh’®. Thus, Kaos GLsustained its legal personality as an association.
Activists explain that although this was not a tagnpoint in Kaos GL’shistory
and political stand, becoming an association haddivantages and disadvantages.
First of all, having a legal personality facilitdtegetting in touch with state
institutions "%, Additionally, Kaos GL'’s establishment encouraged other LGBTT
groups to establish their own associations as wAlil. Erol says “This was
important both for the institutionalisation of th&BTT movement in Turkey and
for the establishment of the freedom of organisétiG. In addition, Umut Giiner
states that becoming an association led to prafiesksation, which made it
possible for the association to work on the isghes$ they could not previously
focus on, such as refugees, human rights repogsjammonitoring reports eté®
He adds that becoming an association also madeasiere to build regular
relationships with volunteer lawyers, volunteer gr®jogists eté¢’* However,

many LGBTT activists in Turkey make a self-critmis They think that focusing

157 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 2@09,istanbul.
188 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 2809, istanbul.
189 Erom the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 2809 istanbul.
10 Erom the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 2809, istanbul.
1 Erom the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.

172 Erom the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.

3 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audst 2009, Ankara.
174 EFrom the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audst 2009, Ankara.
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on office work and professionalising both reducetunteerism in the original
spirit of the movement, and damages the radicétigallstand of the group”.

Baris Sulu mentions that the difference betw&aws GLand other LGBTT
associations is the emphasis on creating altematigdia. He explains that with
this aim, not only do they continue to publish {barnal, Kaos GL, despite all
financial difficulties but also try to update theelwsite on a daily basis to include
recent developments on LGBTT policiés In addition to publishing the journal,
Kaos GL organises street demonstrations, seminars, cowese etc. in
collaboration with various LGBTT organisations aethinist organisations. One
of the most important activities dfaos GL is to organise the May 1Anti-
Homophobia Meetingvery year since 2006. Besides, a group of LGBAd anti-
homophobic heterosexual member&Kabs GLorganise under the nark@os GL
Gey-Lezbiyersci As1 (Kaos GL Gay-Lesbian Workers’ NetwarEhe group aims
to deal with the problems of worker and civil setwhaGBTTS; i.e. the problems of
LGBTTs who lack the ownership of the means of pobidm and who are
discriminated against due to their sexual orieotatto increase unionising among
homosexuals; to increase awareness on the disatimmn against homosexual
workers etd’”” The association also has a group call@ds Geng (Kaos Youtt)

focus on the problems and experiences of the LG@Iuth "2
4.7.3. Pembe Hayat

Pembe Hayat (Pink Lifejas established in 2006. Most of the members of
the association are TTs and the association foauses on the problems of TTs.
Buse Kilickaya states that although many of the be¥s of Pembe Hayahad
been activists in organisations likaos GL, LambdaistanbylAf Orgiitii (Amnesty
Organisation) /nsanca Ygam Platformu (Humane Life Platfornprior to the

175 From the interviews made with Secin Varol on Jedy 2009, Ankara; Burcu Ersoy on August
15, 2009, Ankara.

78 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on May 28, 2009, Ankara.

17 «Gey-Lezbiyenisci Agl”. Retrieved in sitehttp://www.geylezbiyenisciagi.org/kimiz.htnMay
25, 2009.

178 «aos Geng”. Retrieved from sitéttp://www.kaosgl.com/taxonomy/term/26Blovember 27,
20009.
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establishment dPembe Hayatthey felt it was necessary to establish an aasoni
specifically to struggle against violence towams discrimination against, TTs.

As previously explained, TT activists establishedmbe Hayat LGBBT
Dayansma Derngi (Pink Life LGBTT Solidarity Associatioms a reaction to the
Eryaman incidents in Ankard) However, there was another reason for
establishing the association. Kilickaya explairat theforePembe Hayat/nsanca
Yasam Platformuallegedly struggled for the rights of TTs. Howevslne argues
that this Platform did not respond to the need3é and kept on delaying the
formation of an autonomous TT organisation on tleaigds that they did not have
enough funds. Therefore Kilickaya states that thagted to prove that they could
establish theipwn association despite financial difficulti&s.

After their application to the Office of Associat® the Ankara
Governorate appealed to the Chief Public Prosesufaffice for the closure of the
association arguing that it is against “general ality but the Office gave a
verdict of non-prosecution. Thuf?embe Hayattoo (as well asKaos Gl
established its position as an association. Howewvermbers ofPembe Hayat
faced other difficulties during this process. Fostance Kilickaya says “No one
wanted to rent their property to transvestites. yTkéher said this directly or
offered extremely high price®™. Thus, in addition to legal problems, activists of
Pembe Hayaalso faced lots of social and financial problemdlevistablishing the
association.

Pembe Hayahas 49 registered members but activists explahiths very
difficult for TTs to organise mainly due to theirovking hours. Besides, due to
their fear of the police and their position agaitist state, TTs are reluctant to
organise but this situation is gradually changiBgse Kilickaya expresses that
almost all TTs in Ankara are either members ofakgociation or has at least once
stopped b}

As stated in the charter of the association, tha naaget ofPembe Hayat

is to support LGBTTs and contribute to the formatmf a peaceful and affluent

179 Erom the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.
180 Erom the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.
181 Erom the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.
182 Erom the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.
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society, where LGBTTs can freely exist in theiwn identities®® The main
principles of the association are peace, justick fagedom for LGBTTs and all
members of the society regardless of their langueage, colour, gender, sexual
orientation, sexual identity, philosophical vieweligion, denomination and
location®,

Pembe Hayattoo is a non-hierarchical associafibh Titles like
“president”, “vice president” etc. exist only sintteey are requirements set by the
state, but practically, they are not in {f8eKilickaya states thaPembe Hayat
welcomes LGBTTs of all political stands. She exmathat once LGBTTs are
liberated, the political differentiations betwedr@itn might be more important and
relevant but it is too soon for that kind of a difntiation®’. However, similar to
Kaos GL, Pembe Hayathas an anti-capitalist tone. Indeed many membeérs o
Pembe Hayaf{andKaos Gl attended the March 8 demonstrations in 2009 under
the nameAnti-Capitalist Again Kilickaya explains that although struggliiog the
rights of LGBTTs is a priority foPembe Hayatthe association is not tolerant of
other forms of discrimination, and economic, podtiand social inequaliti&s. In
fact one of the main working areas of the assamiais hate killings, not only
towards TTs but all victims of hate crimes.

The association organises cultural, educationaitiar sports etc. activities
that might help struggle against the discriminatagainst and violence towards
LGBTTs'"®. Members ofPembe Hayabrganise street demonstrations after each
TT killing. They try to struggle against the homiéflansphobia in various
institutions like education, law, psychology andygisatry, the state, media,
academia, health, work life etc. The main actigitté the association are making

publications; appearing in the media to raise amess on LGBTTS’ problems;

183 “Pembe  Hayat LGBTT  Dernek  Tugi'. Retrieved  from  site,
http://www.pembehayat.org/?g=nodeMay 25, 2009.

184 “pPembe  Hayat LGBTT  Dernek  Tugi'. Retrieved  from site,
http://www.pembehayat.org/?g=nodeMay 25, 2009.

185 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

18 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

187 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

18 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

189 “pembe  Hayat LGBTT  Dernek  Tigii’.  Retrieved from  site,
http://www.pembehayat.org/?g=nodeMay 25, 2009.
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organising seminars, workshops, discussions, papklgs ett”™>. However, their
top priority issues are sex workers, HIV/AIDS ahe fTTs in prisonS™. In fact,
Pembe Hayatvas the first organisation that began to makesstiemonstrations
on Sex Workers’ Day. The first of these demongiratiled to the discussions of
establishing a civil society initiative for sex wers®’. Some other LGBTT,
feminist and human rights groups also attendeddtbeussions. As a result, the
Kirmizi Semsiye Sek&cileri /nsiyatifi (Red Umbrella Sex Workers Initiativeis
established in 2008. The initiative aims to turtoia union for sex workerPembe
Hayat also publishes a journal calldduibunya which includes discussions on
LGBTTs problems, attestations from LGBTTs subjectedl violence and
discrimination, summarise LGBTTs’ human rights eadove all, Pembe Hayat
has created a solid network among TTs all aroun#tély) so in case of a violation,

they can give legal support to the victith

4.7.4. Lambdaistanbul

Lambdaistanbul Solidarity Association between LGBWDmMen and Men)
is an LGBTT association establishedstanbut®. Lambdaistanbuprovides social
and legal support to LGBTTs. Although members @& #ssociations had been
carrying on its activities since 1993s, the assmmawas legally established in
May 2006,

Similar toKaos GL, when the group first came together in the begigrmaf
the 1990s, there were almost no women within theug®. Thus, women
struggled to exist ihambdaistanbul TTs too were, and are still few in number in

the association and the criticisms directedKi@mos GL by TTs also apply to

19 “pPembe  Hayat LGBTT  Dernek  Tugi'. Retrieved  from  site,
http://www.pembehayat.org/?g=nodeMay 25, 2009.

1 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

192 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.

193 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on N2y 2009, Ankara.

1% Interestingly, Lambdaistanbul and many NGOs including feminist and human rights
organisations in Beygu have built a family like relationship.

195 Erom the interview made wittzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20G8tanbul.

1% Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtfie 2009]stanbul.
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LambdaistanbulLambdaistanbuhbctivist Oner Ceylan in a self-criticism says that
the association should focus more on women'’s arsl fidlicies and issué¥.

Lambdaistanbulactivists state that establishing an associatech ddways
been discussed among the grofipLike all LGBTT groupslambdaistanbutoo
hesitated to form an association due to the fesritistitutionalising and getting in
touch with the state would damage the group’s auton Being an association
also brings financial liabilities like paying witblling tax®®. Although the group
hesitated at first, Oner Ceylan states that “Onoa gemand to become an
association, the state cannot stay indifferentdorypresence and can no longer
pursue a ‘don’t ask don't tell’ policy®®. Thus, the effort to establish an association
was a strategic move as well as a struggle to enhfthe lavt®. In addition,
activists explain that having a legal personaktgliso beneficial for the visibility of
the movemenrt?

Lambdaistanbufaced many difficulties during the process of ksaing
an association. Again as in previously mentionenligs, the state tried to close the
association on the grounds that it was against éggnmorality” and was
detrimental to the Turkish family structure. Howevethe case against
Lambdaistanbulvas somehow more controversial than the casessidg@os GL
andPembe HayatAt one point during the lawsuit, the court chtselisregard the
expert report although the expert was assignedhbycburt itseff’®. Secondly,
unlike the cases in Ankara, the Aggravated FeloayrCin istanbul opened a law
suit against Lambdaistanbul although the charters oPembe Hayatand
Lambdaistanbubre exactly the sarff& Since national law must apply equally all
over the country, activists believe that all ofsaeshow how the legal loopholes
regarding LGBTTs are used against th&mAlthough, in the end,ambdaistanbul
was not closed thanks to the resistance of vard@eBTT groups, international
agreements, and human rights conventions and Wwéhstipport of the European

7 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdte 2009]stanbul.
1% From the interviews made witlzZlem Aybasti on October 13, 2008tanbul; Oner Ceylan on
October 16, 2009stanbul.
199 Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 200&tanbul.
20 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
21 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 200Stanbul.
292 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.
293 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
294 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
205 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
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Union, the lawsuit process, which lasted for thyears, was carried to the High
Court of Appea®® The High Court of Appeals decided that closing th
association was unlawful, as it was against thediben of organisation. However,
the grounds of the Court’s decision stated thatasociation could remain open
unless it “spreads” homosexuafitj Lambdaistanbuhas objected to the grounds
of the decision, fearing that in the future, thisrgse may be used to close the
association in any activity that the state woult amprové® but the Court decided
not to change the grounds of its decision.

The lawsuit process brought many advantages anddwhstages to
Lambdaistanbul For example, international lobbying acceleratagtind) this
processLambdaistanbubot into contact and improved its relationshiphamiany
NGO Furthermore, the signature campaign and otherodstrations against
the lawsuit increased the visibility of the asstioi&'®. On the other hand, the
process was painful for many LGBTTs amémbdaistanbulactivists. Many
activists signed off from membership when the ndvasLambdaistanbuhad been
closed appeared in the metdfafearing that their identities would be revealed o
the police would come to the associafiénAlso, Lambdaistanbuhctivists explain
that they even received phone calls from LGBTTyjngy and asking why the
association was being clo$&t

Lambdaistanbulcurrently has about 150-200 registered memberspf30
whom are actively working volunteétd Lambdaistanbuhas two mail groups:
Lambda Teknik (Lambda Technical Grouphd Lambda Dostlar (Lambda
Friends) Actively working volunteers are members of therier group whereas
anyone that wants to get information abbaimbdaistanbubnd LGBTT issues are
enrolled to the lattét>.

2% Erom the interview made wiflzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20d8tanbul.

27 From the interview made wiflzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20d8tanbul.

208 From the interviews made wiilzlem Aybasti on October 13, 2009; Oner Ceylan otolder 16,
2009, Istanbul. For a more detailed explanation of the sldtv process, see
http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/

29 From the interview made wiflzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20d8tanbul.

219 Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.

2L Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.

#2 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.

213 From the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.

24 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.

215 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
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Similar to Kaos GL and Pembe HayatLambdaistanbulis an association
that is against all forms of hierarchy, thus titéesl the Board of Directors, which
exist as requirements of the Code of Associatioasoé no practical value to the
members and volunteers of the associétforiThe association is composed of
various commissions, each focusing on differentesssuch as media, international
relations, helpline, law, social activities ét¢.

Although Lambdaistanbuls a local association iistanbul, it gives support
to the activities in other cities whenever necegsarThe basic activities of the
association are preparing questionnaires regartisgproblems of LGBTTS,
organising workshops, seminars, discussions etcissumes like homosexuality,
transsexuality, sexuality, gender, HIV/AIDS, patclay, legal rights, the
relationship between feminism and LGBTT movemert.*& Similar to all
LGBTT groups,Lambdaistanbublso organises parties, brunches, picnics et bot
to generate income and to socialise. The associatiso organises family
meetings, where LGBTTS’ parents get together taeshi@ir experiences on their
adaptation process to their child’s coming out.

Since their participation in the Penal Code refotrambdaistanbulhas
been concentrating on its energies on fighting lemal reform&’. Kaos GL,
LambdaistanbuandCOC (Centre for Culture and Leisur@ye carrying out a joint
project financed by the Dutch Ministry of Foreigtifairs. As part of the project,
Kaos GLmonitors the homo/bi/transphobia in the media fawdses on LGBTTS’
health problems whileambaistanbuteports LGBTTs’ human rights violatioié

2% From the interview made wiflzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20d8tanbul.

27 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdiiz 2009]stanbul.

28 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.

1% Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.

220 uetkinlik”. Retrieved from site http://www.lambdaistanbul.org/php/main.php?menul DRy
25, 2009.

221 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.

222 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
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4.7.5. MorEl Eski sehir

MorEl (Purple Handj?®is an LGBTT group that came together in Eskir
in 2006 but published its manifesto in March 2847Although it is a local group,
it supports LGBTT activities in other cities wherecessary?”>. Similar to
LambdaistanbuMorEl consists of two groupsviorEl Teknik (MorEl Technical
Group) and MorEl Dostlar (MorEl Friends) In MorEl Teknik there are 12
volunteers actively working for the group where@® people, who are followers
of MorEl's activities are members ®lorEl Dostla?®. MorEl has different work
groups, each with a particular responsibility: telget, communication, updating
the website et?’ Similar toLambdaistanbyl

Members oMorEl state their principles as followstorEl struggles against
heterosexism, sexism, homophobia and transphobih;tihe emphasis on sexual
orientation and sexual identity, it is against athy and all forms of
discrimination; it is an anti-militarist, egalitan association that relies upon
solidarity rather than hierarcffi.  Accordingly, decisions are taken on a
consensual basfs.

The group publishes a journal calleidrEl Fanzin (MorEl Fanzine)which
includes latest news and theoretical discussiogarding the LGBTT struggle and
LGBTTSs. Like all other LGBTT groupsviorEl organises discussions, conferences,
panels; makes and supports field studies, and awadesearch, shows LGBTT
movies, *° and runs a helpline for LGBTTs to share their eiqmees and
problems.MorEl regularly attends street demonstrations on Humigit&® Day,
March 8, November 25, Anti-Homophobia Day, and HNMIS Day eté*

23 1n the 1970s, a group of office workers in SannEisco painted their hands in purple and
marked all over their work place in order to protéseir homophobic boss. Since then, some
LGBTT activists have been using purple hand aswebsy of the LGBTT struggle
224 Erom the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
22> From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
226 Erom the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
227 Erom the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.
228 “MorEl Eskisehir LGBTT Olwumu ilke ve Deerler Metnini Acikladi”. Retrieved from site,
http://MorEleskisehir.blogspot.com/search/labelkéay 26, 2009.
229 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
230 “MorEl Eskisehir LGBTT Olwumu ilke ve Deerler Metnini Agikladi”. Retrieved from site,
http://MorEleskisehir.blogspot.com/search/labelkéay 26, 2009.
*MorEl Eskisehir LGBTT Olyumu ilke ve Deerler Metnini Agikladi”. Retrieved from
site, http://MorEleskisehir.blogspot.com/search/labelkéay 26, 2009.
%1 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
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Although the group got together very recentlysitapidly increasing its activities
both in Eskgehir and in other parts of Turkey.

4.7.6. Siyah Pembe Ucgetdzmir

Siyah Pembe Ucgen (Black Pink Triangleinir LGBTT Associatiomwas
established in 2009. However, the group first cdogether in 2002 under the
name [zmir Escinsel Kiltir Grubu fzmir Homosexual Culture Group}hen
changed its name tBembel¢genHolding regular meetings for two years, the
group discussed issues such as coming out, segakhhmilitarism etc. The group
dissolved after two years but got together, thmsetiwith the contributions of
previous LGBTT groups irizmir, to form Kaos GL/zmir in 20062 It got its
current name and became an association in 2009.

Like the other LGBTT groups and associatioBsyah Pembe Ucgeis
against all forms of hierarchy between its paraas. Similar tdKaos GL, Pembe
HayatandLambdaistanbylthe state filed a lawsuit to cloS&yah Pembe Uggemn
the grounds that its establishment was againsteigeémorality” and detrimental
for the Turkish family structufé® However, as in all previous cases against
LGBTT associations, the court decided not to cBisah Pembe Ucgen

4.7.7. Hevijin (Living Together; Partner) Diyarbakir

Hevjin LGBTT Diyarbakir Groupvas established under the naRieamit
LGBTT Diyarbakir Grougn 2008 and got its current name in 2010. It i9eal
group, mainly active in Diyarbakir. Contrary to eeH_.GBTT groups, most of the
members ofHevjin are Kurdish and accordingly, the group underlinesdish
identity, discrimination against and violence todsaKurdish individuals as well as
LGBTT issues.

Like all other LGBTT groups and associatioftgvjin LGBTT Diyarbakir
Group organises seminars, panels, conferences to dis€B3 T policies. Since

232 “jzmirde  Ecinsel  Gruplarn  Kisa  Tarihi”.  Retrieved  from  site

http://www.siyahpembe.org/hakkimizda.ag@bruary 24, 2010.
23 “jzmirde Savcidaninci: ‘Herkes Dernek Kurarsa AngrCikar”. Retrieved from site
http://www.siyahpembe.org/savcidan_inci.aBpbruary 24, 2010.
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2009, the group has also been organising the NetWodzlay in Diyarbakir with
the patrticipation of the members of th&BTT Human Rights PlatformAt the
moment, the group is getting prepared to publighuenal. The journal will be the
first LGBTT journal in Turkey that will be publisdeboth in Kurdish and in
Turkish.

In addition to the LGBTT associations and orgamset mentioned above,
there are many LGBTT groups all over Turkey. Amdmgse, the recently initiated
Altirenk EBTT/nsiyatifi (Six Colours Gay Bisexual Transvestitel dmanssexuals’
Initiative) differentiates itself from many LGBTT organisatsowith its socialist
tone. The Initiative claims that it is possiblepiarsue neither the women’s nor the
LGBTT struggle autonomously from class struggle adds that both women’s
and LGBTTs' liberation are possible under sociaff§m/stanbul LGBTT Sivil
Toplum Girkimi is another LGBTT group mainly composed of TTs thefines its
mission as “defending the rights of LGBTTSs, struigglfor positive discrimination,
speaking out about the rights to life and work veler [they] can, ..., struggling
against homophobia, biphobia and transphobia, secWGBTTS’ rights in the
Constitution and reducing social pressare'There are also some activists that are
trying to come together in Antalya, Adana, Samddenizli, Van, and Antep etc.
Furthermore, various LGBTT activists come togetioecarry out projects like the
Gokkyagl Projesi (The Rainbow Project)Gokkyagl Projesi aims to raise
consciousness on sexual health and HIV/AIDS amamg rgen, to increase the
sexual health services provided to gay men, toymedhealth policies that fulfil the
needs of gay men etc?

Similar to the women’s associations discussedchédrevious chapter, the
LGBTT associations in Turkey do not get financiad #om the Turkish state.
Unfortunately, member contributions are not suéiitito continue their activities,
except for Pembe Hayat whose main sources of income are member
contributiond®’. ForKaos GL,projects are the most important sources of income
(projects funded by th®linistry of Health, Heinrich Boll Foundation, EU,NJand

Z4upltirenk EBTT Insiyatifi”. Retrieved from sitehttp:/altirenk.blogspot.comMay 26, 2009.

235 “Misyonumuz”. Retrieved from sitdttp://www.istanbul-lgbtt.org/misyonumuz.htnfrebruary
23, 2010.

236 «Gpkkusagl Projesi”. Retrieved from sitehttp://www.gokkusagiproje.org/node/4May 26,
20009.

%37 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.

92



World BanB. Income generated from projects is of secondamyortance both to
Pembe Hayaf(projects funded byN**® EU, Global Dialogue, Mamacajpkand to
Lambdaistanbulprojects funded byMamacash, Global Dialogue, Arsea, British
Embassy, E)#*°. With the income generated from these projects,asociations
cover their primary expenses such as employmemit ared bills, prepare reports on
LGBTTs’ human rights violations, monitor the mediptepare booklets for
consciousness raising, organise panels and cocfsereté® For smaller
organisations likeMorEl, the main sources of income are member contribstio
and activities made witKaos GLandLambdaistanbdf'. An additional source of
income for all LGBTT groups and associations is theenue generated from
activities like parties, brunches, picnics etc. Ftanbul Bearclubit is the primary

source of inconfé?,
4.7.8. Similarities and Differences between Active LGBTT @ganisations

There are basic similarities between all LGBTT up® First of all, all
LGBTT groups are organised in different places wrk&y. In addition to the
emphasis on locality, LGBTT groups underline thepamiance of forming
autonomous organisations for different identitigsollowing this principle,
transsexual men have recently formed an autonom@aisation calleoltrans
in Istanbul. Similar efforts are shown by the transakxuen inPembe HayatIn
addition, common membership is very frequent amc@8TT organisations, both
for the currently active ones and for the ones dinatinactive.

All LGBTT groups are against hierarchy. Hierarchicttles like
“president”, “vice president” etc. do not apply gtieally, and just exist since they
are required by law. However, activists admit thatnetimes invisible hierarchies

are built due to experience. They underline thal tare trying to minimise this

28 The revenue generated from the UN Project wastsethe TTs in prisons

* From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya onywe8, 2009, Ankara.
239 From the interviews made with Ali Erol on Augugt, 2009, Ankara; Yasemin Oz on July 29,
2009, istanbul; Bay Sulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara; Oner Ceylan on Betd 6, 2009istanbul.
240 However, all of these organisations were oncectaht to being involved in projects funded by
the above mentioned institutions, fearing to loseirtindependence. In fact llambdaistanbul
activist claimed that they have decided not toycaut large scale projects any miéPe
241 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
242 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009jstanbul.
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type of hierarchy as well. Rather than organisiiggdnchically, almost all LGBTT
associations organise in a participatory manner.

Almost all LGBTT groups in Turkey also share soooenmon ideological
positions. All are anti-militarist, against warjriaist (pro-feminist in men’s case),
and try to build a close relationship with the watk class and Kurdish
movements. This is partly due to the ideologicasipon of the first LGBTT
associationKaos GL As explained beford{aos GLfirst appeared in March 8,
then anti-globalisation, then May 1 demonstratiomghe late 1990s and early
2000s. Although this was debated by other groupshase years, all LGBTT
groups attend such demonstrations at the mdffie#®t common political and
ideological standing is possible for the LGBTT mment partly since it is still
very young. The differences between them usuaibeatue to localiti€”.

However, each organisation has important emphafsés own. Probably
the most different LGBTT group in Turkeystanbul Bearclub/stanbul Bearclub
is a more apolitical group, the primary aim of whis to socialis&®. Although
they sometimes join protests with other grousanbul Bearclulfunctions more
like a social club rather than a political orgatima This is partly due to the fact
that/stanbul Bearclubis a more cosmopolitan group. As LGBTT organigatithat
have not yet gained legal statudprEl and /stanbul Bearclubare against an
institutional structure recognised by the stateesiih means “adapting to the legal
procedures, which do not even recognise gay pedfile”

Another importance between LGBTT groups is thates@mre closer to left
wing movements. For instance, the founder&Kabs GLare of working class or
anarchist origins. Unlike, for instant@ambdaistanbylKaos GLandPembe Hayat
underline anti-capitalism and anti-imperialism. §amto Pembe HayatMorEl has
many members coming from the socialist movemenes&hemphasise that their
idea of freedom is “revolutionary”, that earninghis is not enoudf’. Besides,

although all LGBTT groups are in close relationghwtihe women’s movement,

243 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
244 Erom the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.
245 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009jstanbul.
246 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octobér2009jstanbul.
247 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
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MorEl is inseparable from the women’s movement in ggkr. In factMorEl is
the only LGBTT organisation, where women outnuntben.

However, most LGBTT activists emphasise that beswy LGBTT
individual is an identity, which cuts across theedpum of all political stands.
Thus, they welcome and try to help LGBTTs regasdieistheir political view&'
With the same logicSiyah Pembe Ucgeunnderlines that this is not an anarchist
association although the name suggesté’s8ome LGBTT groups put further
emphasis on certain concerns due to their locasiod the identities of their
members. For instance whiRkembe Hayafocuses more on the problems of TTs

Hevjin sees peace as the priofify
4.8.Issues of Ideology and Legitimacy: Enemies and Ads

Given the anti-systemic tone of the LGBTT movemetdrrying out
projects funded by the EU, UN, various ministriesl @mbassies etc. is sometimes
problematic for LGBTT groups and raise discussiaithin and between groups.
However, the disagreements seem to have been edsesluce LGBTT activists
underline how difficult it is for small organisatie to generate income and since
funds coming from institutions like the EU are partllocated to LGBTT
organisations thanks to the struggles of their Beam counterparfts. Umut Giiner
says “With the revenues generated from projectsgetethe chance to go to the
Eastern cities of Turkey. How else can we find nyofee that?®>? Buse Kilickaya
underlines a very important point. “With that monese can save our transsexual
friends from the streets. Even if we can save cersgm, who does not want to
work as a sex worker, from working as a sex worlieseems okay to make
projects with the UN®*®. SinceLambdaistanbutioes not define its political stand
as anti-capitalist or anti-imperialist, being fuddey the EU or the UN are not
controversial within the organisation. However, sofaft wing members of the

Lambdaistanbulhave objected to getting funds fro@pen Society Institute and

248 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
249 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskkehir.
20 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
%1 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
%2 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
253 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
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Soros Foundations Netwarlarguing that this group is associated with thasar
trade, so the association decided not to work thigth particular organisation again.

LGBTT associations in Turkey have close relationshwhe women’s
movement. Since the women’s movement is an umbmedeement, activists make
differentiations between women’s groups and sthtd they are closest to the
feminist branch of the women’s movement, includikgrdish and Islamist
women’s groups with feminist concefris Yet it is important to note that lately,
the relationship between the LGBTT movement and Blamist women’s
movement is deteriorating due to the refusal of esdsfamist groups to be joint
signatories withKaos GL, in 2010, in a signature campaign on the issue of
discrimination against women with headscarves. viddal efforts of a few
Islamist feminists like Hidaye§efkatli Tuksal were not enough to reverse the
situatiorf>>.

LGBTT activists also say that the movement is lewite in the eyes of,
and has a better relationship with oppositionaligsy like the Kurdish movement,
the socialist movement etc. However, LGBTT actsigmphasise that such
relations have been built by individual efforts adrtain Kurdish, socialist and
LGBTT activists and cannot account for the entitedish or socialist movements.
Besides, LGBTT organisations have close relationgh whuman rights
organisations. This has been an important develapnsence in the beginning of
the movement, they were either invisible to or Ipadblems with certain human
rights organisations in Turkey as already explaizieolve.

Among labour unions, LGBTT organisations are inseloelationship with
KESKandDI/SK This, activists explain, is a conscious decisiote these labour
unions are left wing. As stated above, the LGBTTvement is legitimate in the
eyes of some socialist groups and parties in Turlkéywever, many socialist
parties in Turkey still maintain the 1970s’ appiodowards social movements
other than that of the working classes; i.e. theyngly believe that “other” social

movements are dividing the class struggle. Yetgtigtion is rapidly changifitf.

%4 Thjs issue will be elaborated further in the faling section.

25 “Bjrlikte  Pismeye  Kykusuz Ihtiyacimiz  Var’. Retrieved from site,

http://www.kaosgl.com/icerik/elbette birlikte pisyee ihtiyacimiz_vay March 22, 2010.

%%t is worth noting that some socialist groups| stilaintain a rather fascist attitude towards

LGBTTs. There has recently been major debates amd separations between various mixed
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The movement has also commonalities with the railtiarist movement.
Though the anarchist and environmentalist movemam@slso potential allies and
recognise the LGBTT movement, Oner Ceylan statas tthey have not built a
strong relationship with these movements, partidllg to the fact that the LGBTT,
anarchist and environmentalist moveméHtsare all very new in Turkéy’
However, recent street demonstrations about camsmies objection and arrests
during these demonstrations have brought some fasarand LGBTT groups
closer. In additionjzlem Aybasti explains that they have some disagee&smon
policy making with anarchist groups that show vimle in street demonstratiéns
However, as already explained, some of the founaleks.os GLback in the 1990s
were anarchists. Arguabl{kaos GLis sustaining this anarchist tone to a certain
extent®.

LGBTT organisations have common members with tHewWing parties
and organisationsAf Orguti, HIV/AIDS PlatformJabour unions Egitim Sen,
D/SK and KESK primarily), women’s organisations, feminist grouypsertain
socialist parties lik®SP, ODP, EHP, SDP,ESRome anarchist groups, students’
groups, human rights organisations, anti-militagsbups, Greenpeace, ¥#ler.
However, LGBTT activists have a common criticism feost these organisations.
They argue that some of these organisations resegiie LGBTT movement
because they “have to” and not because they arnealbctquestioning the
homo/bi/transphobia within their organisations.

In addition, LGBTT organisations are in contacthv#ome organisations
abroad. For instandéaos GLandLambdaistanbuare members dLGA. Besides,
LGBTT groups engage in joint activities witBOC Netherlands, Switzerland
RFSL, Mamacash, ARSEAdHuman Rights Coalition

In conclusion, although the LGBTT movement is sti#ry young in
Turkey, the struggle gains strength every day. Thenber of LGBTT

organisations has increased significantly over ldst ten years. While in the

groups and initiatives due to the socialist journalriyy’s (The March)declaration of LGBTTs
are “perverts”.

%7t is worth noting the environmentalist movemeas lrecently begun to raise its voice through
street demonstrations against building dams antbaupower stations. Some anarchist groups also
attend such demonstrations.

28 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.

%9 From the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.

20 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
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beginnings of the 1980s, it was not even possibleliscuss adding the phrase
“sexual orientation and sexual identity” to the Righ constitution, today LGBTTs
are at least able to raise this questions in thdiapgent. However, it is an
undeniable fact that despite the huge efforts oBTE activists, LGBTTs are
widely discriminated against, subjected to violeremed forced to hide their
identities in many areas of social life in Turkéitill, all of the above mentioned
groups, associations and individuals struggle hamdugh to address to the
problems of LGBTTs with the hope that one day,rthieices will be heard at least
by the heterosexual society if not the state.
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CHAPTER 5

WOMEN'’S AND LGBTT MOVEMENTS IN TURKEY: THEIR
RELATIONSHIP

As indicated in the previous chapters, the LGBT@ momen’s movement
in Turkey have a close and improving relationsinporder to shed more light into
both movements, in this section | will examine tk&ationship between the two
movements. The main topics that will be coverethis section are the relationship
between the women’s and the LGBTT movements in rgénéhe relationship
between the LGBTT movement and different brancHebe@women’s movement
and the differences between the women’s and theTdGBovement. | will try to
explain the reasons that got the two movementshegecommon memberships,
common causes and activities that LGBTT and womactisists pursue.

First of all, it is important to note that theresacertain key differences
between the women’s movement and the feminist mewmenin Turke¢®.
Throughout this thesis, | have tried to keep indrinese differences. It is a clear
fact that the LGBTT movement is closer to the fastibranch of the women'’s
movement rather than the women’s movement as amallalmovement. For the
sake of simplicity, | will nonetheless refer to thmen’s movement, and only
distinguish the feminist movement whenever relevwarhis section.

Most of the written sources on the relationshipweein the women’s
movement and the LGBTT movement reflect a femisiahd. In fact, not only in
Turkey but worldwide, most of the academic work the issue focuses on the
relationship between the feminist the LGBTT movetaein Turkey, so far as the
other components of the women’s movement go, tla¢ioaship with the LGBTT

movement varies in character. Each specific brasfcthe women’s movement

%1 As indicated in Chapter llI, the mainstream wonsemiovement in Turkey; i.e. the Kemalist
women’s movement and the feminist movement areerattifferent. While the basic aims of
mainstream women’s groups are “liberating” loweassl women and defending secular rights,
feminists struggle to transform patriarchal ingi@ns.
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displays a different nature when it comes to itatienship with the LGBTT
movement. In this section, | will frequently refey different branches of the

women’s movement specifically for the sake of meleborate discussion.
5.1.The Relationship between the Women’s and the LGBT Movements

The basic relationship between the women’s moveraedt the LGBTT
movements in Turkey is built through common memiigrand/or communication
with each other. With respect to the former, (cemmon membership with the
women’s movement), forming associations wasn’traifig point for the LGBTT
movement. LGBTT groups likKaos GL, Pembe Hayaind Lambdaistanbuhad
common members and relations wiAmargi and Gokkyagl and those in Ankara
were components ofAnkara Kadin Platformuprior to setting associations.
Similarly, MorEl Esksehir, though not an association, is an important corapbn
of Eskisehir Demokratik Kadin Platformand has common members wKladin
Dayansyma Vakfl,some women’s branches of political parties IEBP, EHP,
EMEP, BDP etc?®2. However, as noted in the previous chapter, dstiby formal
associations had an impact on the relations th&TI¥5groups built with women'’s
organisations. They began to institutionalise #lationship rather than carrying it
on at a personal lev&f. For instance at the momeK&os GL has common
members withAmargi, Kadin Dayarma Vakfi, Feministbjzis a component of
Ankara Kadin Platformu, TCK Kadin Platformu, KadKoalisyonu and has
relations with Baskent Kadin Platformi?* Lambdaistanbulhas many common
members withAmargi andMor Catf®> Pembe Hayahas common members with
AmargiandFeministbizand is a component dinkara Kadin Platformif®.

Clearly, common membership increased after estabiis formal
associations and LGBTT and women’s groups have geeimg closer each day.
The relationship between the two movements sigmtiy improved in the 2000s.

One of the most important factors that brought the movements closer was

%2 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
263 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
%4 From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
255 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
256 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
100



common members and volunteers; i.e. L and B mendfes®men’s organisations
and heterosexual women members of LGBTT organisstioThese women
facilitated the relationship between the two movetsietheir physical existences in
one another’s organisations taught them how to comicate; sharing experiences
and getting into contact got easfér Joint platforms also carried the two
movements closer to each ottf&rLGBTT groups and women’s groups began to
work increasingly in collaboration during the TCKdaConstitution reforms, and
the TT murder®®. In addition, the struggle that women members GBIT
organisations gave within their own organisatioas lan indirect impact on the
relationship between the two movements. Women'eeamed visibility within the
LGBTT movement made it easier for women’s orgaiosatto get closer to the
LGBTT movemerft®. Perhaps other factors that brought the two mowésne
together can be summarised as consciousness rassiagng experiences &tc.
This way, the prejudices that each group used t@ lagainst each other have
gradually been breaking down and women activistgibeo get information about
the marginalisation of LGBTT people that they haveviously not focused on due
to lack of informatioA’ Another important reason is that the visibility o
especially the LGBTT movement significantly incredsin the 20030%® Seeing
LGBTT groups in street demonstrations and gettiogkbow the ideological
position of the movement changed the perspectiwaris the movement, not only
for the women’s movements but for many areas ofat@pposition since these
movements began to see the LGBTT movement pslitical strugglé’* while
previously, it was seen as an exaggerated empbrsiexuality’>.

LGBTT groups make joint activities with some wongntrganisations. For
instanceKaos GLworks withBaris icin Kadin Platformy which later turned into
Ankara Kadin PlatformuFeministbiz Amargi KADER KAMER Kadinin /nsan
Haklari Yeni Coziuimler Derge Kirk Oruk Kadin KooperatifiEmekgi Kadinlar

%7 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 209 istanbul.
28 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, 2009, Ankara.
29 Erom the interview made with Ali Erol on August, 2009, Ankara.
20 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.
2’1 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
272 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
273 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
274 Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
275 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
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Dernesi, Mor Catl, Van Kadin Derngi andBaskent Kadin Platformt{® MorEl
works mostly with Eskisehir Demokratik Kadin Platfornfl; Lambdaistanbul
works with Amargi Kadinin /nsan Haklari Yeni CoziimleSosyalist Feminist
Kollektif andFeminist Kadin CevreSE.

At the moment, there are no funded projects thatraade by women’s
organisations and LGBTT organisations together. Agnthe activities that they
make together are street demonstrations and pedsases, attending the court
cases against TTS, organising seminars, panels, discussions’&and providing
support to each other whenever poséfijesharing knowledge and experience
whenever necessary etc.

The basic issues that women’s organisations andTCGdgoups are equally
concerned with are patriarcf§, gender, violence, human rigffts rape and
harassmeft*, honour killings, discrimination of all kind® and street
demonstrations on special days like March 8, Novarab et®.

Kaos GL, Lambdaistanbul, Pembe Hayat, Hevjin Digé&rlh MorEl and
Siyah Pembe Ucgeare components of the major women'’s platformshia city
that they organise in. Whiléaos GLandPembe Hayaare components @dfnkara
Kadin PlatformyMorEl is a component dEskisehir Demokratik Kadin Platformu
All of these associations engage in joint actigitwith the platform that they are
components Gf’. In addition, LGBTT and women’s organisations ¢ogether
under platforms like th&enal Code (TCK) Women’s Platforduring the Penal
Code reform between 2002 and 2004. In fact, it wamen’s organisations like

Kadinin/nsan Haklari Yeni Cozumler Deggiegthat encouragedambdaistanbuto

278 From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
2’7 From the interview made with Pelin Dutlu on Jul; 2009, Eskiehir.
2’8 Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
279 Erom the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
20 Erom the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 209 istanbul.
%1 For instance during th&nti-Homophobia Meetingn 2009,VanKadin Derngi provided logistic
support to the. GBTT Platformd®’. Likewise,Amargiprovides logistic support tdoltrans.

* From the interview made witizlem Aybasti on October 13, 20d8tanbul.
22 Erom the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on JBI, 2009 jstanbul.
283 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskkehir.
284 Erom the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
285 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
286 From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
%7 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir; Secin Varol on July 21,
2009, Ankara.

102



join the legislative reform proces$®s In fact penalising discrimination based on
sexual orientation was already present among theadds ofKadinin /nsan
Haklar Yeni Cozumler Derge and KADER during the Penal Code reform. Both
during the legislative reforms in the 2000s andleviriting the CEDAW report,
women'’s organisations helped LGBTT organisationssthy in lobbying activities
and shared their experiences in the field offaw

5.2.The Relationship between the LGBTT Movement and Dferent Branches
of the Women’s Movement as Seen through the EyesIloGBTT Activists

As noted before, the women’s movement is an undratbvement that has
many branches, sometimes with conflicting demaiitisis, it is more accurate to
examine the relationship of the LGBTT movement wilrious branches of the
women’s movement. LGBTT activists indicate thatareljess of their ideological
positions, many women’s organisations have diffiesl overcoming their
homo/bi/transphobi&aos GLactivist Ali Erol states that there are some woisien
organisations from each ideological position th@BT T organisations have built a
solid dialogue with”®. However, there are certainly some differences wagard to
the approach of women’s organisations of differedgological and political

backgrounds towards LGBTT issues.

5.2.1. Kemalist Women’s Movement and the LGBTT Movement

LGBTT activists rightly perceive that the mainstrewomen’s movement
in Turkey is under the impact of Kemalism. With mdsemalist women’s
organisations, LGBTT organisations have many opeosiews. Although
Kemalist women’s organisations and LGBTT organdsei gather together under
certain platforms mentioned above and are all sayies of certain reports like the
CEDAW report, LGBTT activists state that when itnoes to issues like
nationalism, militarism, the Kurdish question, thead scarf question, Alevism

88 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
89 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
29 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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etc., they have opposite views with most of the Kkshwomen'’s organisatiofis.
For instance aMorEl activist, Pelin Kalkan tells her memories from th@03
CEDAW report meeting. She states that both LGBTd l&ardish women activists
were uncomfortable when the meeting opened withaadsin silence and the
National Anthem, which are nationalistic symbolatth GBTT activists argue,
should not be present in a civil society gathefitig.

5.2.2. Kurdish Women’s Movement and the LGBTT Movement

As already mentioned, the LGBTT movement in Turkeg relations with
the Kurdish movement in TurkeBDP, the political party established for the rights
of the Kurdish society, has been in contact withBOIG groups since the early
1990s. Similar to the Kurdish movement in gendt@BTT organisations have a
potential to built closer relations with Kurdish men’s organisations. Both
Kurdish women’s organisations and LGBTT organisaidocus on each other’s
topics of debate. For instance Kurdish identitg isommonly emphasised concept
in the publications of all of the LGBTT organisai in question.Hevjin
Diyarbakir has a Kurdish name and underlines Kurdish ideastyvell as LGBTT
identity with the motto “There ar&urdish homosexuals”. On the other hand, |
personally was at a seminar théirk Oruk organised, in which the concept of
gender was debated such as to include LGBTT indal&] identitie$®.

5.2.3. Islamist Women's Movement and the LGBTT Movement

Another branch of the women’s movement in Turkeythe Islamist
women’s movement. LGBTT activists state that theg i contact with some
Islamist women’s organisations likeaskent Kadin Platformuand AK-DER A
Kaos GL activist, Burcu Ersoy implies that although thegeups and LGBTT

organisations try to understand the experiencesici othér”, and although these

291 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
292 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
293 Kirk Orilk Kadin Kooperatifis probably the main Kurdish women’s organisatioat LGBTT
groups have built a close relationship with.
294 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.
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organisations state that they are against discaton on the bases of sexual
orientation and sexual identity, they think theyghti face problems trying to
explain this stand to their bad®s However, LGBTT activists express that
especially Bagkent Kadin Platformuhas a positive attitude towards their
organisations but suspect that this might be duendovidual characteristics of
some members of the Platform, primarily Hidagetkatli Tuksal, rather than the
attitude of Islamist women'’s organisations in geifét

As mentioned before, it is important to note that telationship between
the LGBTT movement and the Islamist women’s movenhas recently begun to
deteriorate since some Islamist groups refusee toibt signatories wittKaos GL
for a signature campaign held in 2010 against misoation against women with
head scarves. Individual efforts of a few womere likuksal were not enough to

reverse the situatiGn.
5.2.4. Socialist Women’s Movement and the LGBTT Movement

It is worth noting that neither socialist womeniganisations nor socialist
groups in Turkey in general have a common appredosn it comes to LGBTT
policies. For instance, whileHP has an LGBTT branch, the group around the
journal, YUrayi, is openly homo/bi/transphobic although both gsoape socialist
groups. Since women’s branches of socialist palitgarties and socialist groups
are ideologically attached to their organisatiahg, same applies to the socialist
women’s movement. Hence it is important to keemind the differences among
socialist women’s organisations while elaboratirgirt relationship with the
LGBTT movement, and to refrain from making genaiions.

LGBTT groups have many common members and engajgairactivities
with some socialist women’s organisations and wwthmen’s branches of some
socialist parties that were already mentioned engrevious section. For instance
Pembe Hayatas very close relations with women frdd&P and with DSP

members in general. However, lgos GLactivists Secin Varol explains, LGBTT

29 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.

2% Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 200Stanbul.

297 “Bjrlikte  Pismeye  Kykusuz Ihtiyacimiz  Var’. Retrieved from site,
http://www.kaosgl.com/icerik/elbette birlikte pisyee ihtiyacimiz_vay March 22, 2010.
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groups and women’s branches of political partieselrsome differences of opinion
concerning issues like militarism, hierarchical amgation or the classic March 8
demonstration debate, namely whether male countsrpwill attend the
demonstrations or not. Thus, Varol states thaterdtan the women’s branches of
socialist or radical left wing groups, it is easfer LGBTT groups, at least for
Kaos GL, to come together with autonomous women’s orgéioisa However,
Secin Varol also adds that this situation is gralyuatproving. For instance while
a couple of years agdlalkevleri almost withdrew from the joint March 8
demonstrations due to a debate on whether to aghrase “transvestite” to one
of the texts, at the moment such issues are refdfvdn any case, LGBTT
organisations have built a relationship with sastavomen’s groups lik&mekgci

Kadinlar Derngi andSosyalist Feminist Kollektif
5.2.5. Feminist Movement and the LGBTT Movement

Though the women’s movement and the LGBTT movembketgan to get
closer in the 2000s, the relationship betwésminist organisations has a longer
history. In the 1990s, there were some efforts dimes feminist groups to include
LGBTT issues to their agenda. For instance thenmisiFeministandPazartesi®
gave place to LGBTT policies from time to tiffié However, Ali Erol explains
that until the late 1990s and early 2000s, neitther feminists truly question
heterosexism and discrimination based on sexuahtiion and sexual identity,
nor had the LGBTT movement gotten rid of their feisii phobid®. The efforts to
get together and work together were insufficiertiluhe 2000s, when the struggle
of the LGBTT movement began to yield results andBI& discourses began to
change feminist organisations’ attitude towards OGBgroups®? LGBTT
activists express that it is quiet expectable thamen’s groups with #&eminist
perspective are easier to communicate and workhegeiith due to the theoretical

intersections between the concerns of feminismlEBBTT movement. Not only

2% From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
29 However, Ankarall Feministleractivist Gamze Goker states that there were nm &@BTT
individuals inPazartesi(Goker, March-April 2007: 33).
309 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
301 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
392 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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are concepts like patriarchy and heterosexismraeetivined®, but also there are
other fields that the LGBTT movement and feminisbups have a common
political stand such as anti-militarism and nonshiehical structures of
organisatiof’™. For instancéAmargi activists state that Mehmet Tarhan’s struggle
for conscientious objection is a common area oftipal struggle (Amargi Kadin
Dayangsma Kooperatifi, March-April 2007: 32). Burcu Ersayates: “We may
work togethemwith women’s organisations that pursue equal sgldlicies, but we
canproduce policiesogether with feminist organisation&>

As in the case of the women’s movement in genéeaijnist and LGBTT
groups have common concerns, some of which areegevidlence, discrimination
etc. However, LGBTT activists say that the LGBTT vament and the feminist
movement have a broader range of common concearaiding issues such as
heterosexism, heteronormativity, sexism, anti-mehi@al organisation structures,
anti-militarism, homophobia, the institutions of mage and family, LBT women,
masculinity, power, sexuality, body etc.

At the moment, feminist groups likkmargi Kadinin/nsan Haklari Yeni
Cozumler Derngt andMor Cati show an incredible effort to get closer to LGBTT
organisations, especiallyambdaistanbulLambdaistanbubctivists underline that
these groups are sincerely questioning the honti@bsphobia within their
organisation®®. Lambdaistanbulactivists suggest that one of the reasons why
Lambdaistanbuhas closer relations with particularly these fastimrganisations
might be due to the fact that they are neighbouts lhambdaistanbul Activists
also add that not all feminist organisations haiweilar sincere concerf¥. In
addition, LGBTT activists in Ankara stress that feist groups are greater in
number inistanbul when compared to Ankara. Thus, the relskignin Istanbul
might be strongéf®

An Amargi and Kaos GL activist, Yasemin Oz, mentions thankarali
Feministler, Kadin Dayamma Vakfi, Kirk Oriik Kadin Kooperatifind KA-DER

Ankara Subesiunderline the importance of struggling against dmscrimination

393 From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
394 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
395 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
308 Erom the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
%97 From the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 200Stanbul.
3% From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
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against and violence towards LGBTT individuals (®arch-April 2007: 24). Oz
explains that heterosexual women activists of tleg@anisations both attend the
demonstrations made by LGBTT groups and organissiti@and cheer for the
movement during other street demonstrations, likeyM demonstrations (Oz,
March-April 2007: 24). Like Ali Erol, she explairtbat the relationship between
the two movements, at least that in Ankara, begaget stronger in the 2000s. She
argues that the lack of cooperation between them@gements was due to two
reasons: firstly, that LGBTT individuals had hiddmmd/or had been forced to hide
their identities; and that feminists and LGBTT widuals gathered under different
organisations (Oz, March-April 2007: 24-25). Shestes that as lesbian feminists
began to join various feminist organisations likekarali Feministler the
relationship began to get strength. Ayca Kgip anotherAnkarali Feministler
activist supports Oz’s argument. She stressesthiealesbian feminists that joined
Ankarali Feministlerwere very influential in both helping feminist agsts to
conceptualise gender and sexuality and in congolglahe relationship between
the two groups (Kurtglu, March-April 2007: 28). However, again Oz claithsat
not all women’s organisations or not all women\asts are anti-homophobic. She
explains that the relationship is improving bettes the two movements
increasingly begin to get in touch with each otftez, March-April 2007: 25). The
arguments of Ulkii Ozakin, a member of bétmargi and Lambdaistanbyl also
support Oz’s argument. Ozakin suggests that toatgn was similar in Istanbul
too. She implies that lesbian feminists’ participatin feminist organisations and
their coming out in these organisations facilitatieel relationship between the two
movements (Ozakin, March-April 2007: 27).

It is important to note that one of the basic issti@t come up during the
discussions made between feminists and LGBTTs garding the relationship
between the institutions of patriarchy and hetetoskty. For instance Aye
Duzkan, a feminist activist explains that patrigrétenefits from the institution of
heterosexism (and heteronormativity) since theyasyce male/female roles and
the hierarchy between them. Thus the author sthéeédromosexual people too will
be emancipated when patriarchy is abolished andestg that there is a close
connection between the two movements (Dizkan, MAmil 2007: 21).
However, she explains that just as women and LGBillividuals have different
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life experiences, channels of oppression etc., tthe movements may have
different strategies and sometimes conflicting desisa For instance while coming
out is an important strategy for LGBTTs since theiistence is denied, for women,
as their existence is legitimate, face to face mmtétion with misogynistic people
and institutions may be a better strategy (Duzkéarch-April 2007: 21).

Burcu Baba claims that despite the differences éetwhem, women and
LGBTT individuals have a potential to develop a coom discourse. She explains
that the dominant discourse validates the livesiale, heterosexual, middle class,
white, educated etc. people and marginalises alaksgroups that are different.
Thus she adds that the discourse to be developéshbgists and LGBTT activists
should be one that celebrates differences and hefmkerstand, rather than
standardise, each other (Baba, March-April 2007. 2&BTT activist Kisad
Kahramanglu also stresses the importance of producing arraltive language.
He adds that it was feminists that taught the LGBmMbvement about the
importance of discourse analysis and language and this is a major intersection
point between the two movemetits

Lambdaistanbulactivist Ygim Basaran proposes that one of the basic
issues that the feminist movement and the LGBTT enwmnt can produce
common policies on is sexuality (aan, March-April 2007: 26). Baran has a
valid finding since both LGBTTs’ and women’s sexties are oppressed, and as
LGBTT's sexualities are defined by the norms of theterosexual society,
women'’s sexualities are defined by m&aos GLactivist Yasemin Oz adds that
the feminist movement in Turkey has made an importzontribution to the
LGBTT movement in Turkey through its discussionssaxuality. Oz states that
this contribution made it easier for the LGBTT mment in Turkey to underline

sexuality as an area of political strugidfe

5.3. Differences between the Women’s/Feminist and the LT T Movements

Despite the fact that the women’s/feminist andtEBTT movements are

getting closer each day, there are some differebetgeen these movements and

399 From the interview made with Kg§ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 200%stanbul.
319 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.
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they have some criticisms about each other. The otmsous difference between
the women’s movement and the LGBTT movement isntiraerical superiority of
the women’s movement. Compared to women’s orgaoisat LGBTT
organisations are both fewer in number and haveg ¥ew members. Thus,
sometimes it is more difficult for LGBTT groupsdet in touch with other political
groups*. Also, in common platforms like thAnkara Kadin Platformu this
numerical superiority sometimes causes problentesimcases of joint decisions,
women’s groups, especially those that are largestimber have a stronger 3y
In addition, the women’s movement has a centurg loistory in Turkey whereas
the LGBTT movement only has a few decades’. Onother hand, the women'’s
movement has much more experience than the LGBTVement. LGBTT
activists state that due to this history, some woraetivists, who are also older
chronologically, sometimes try to dominate young@BTT activists ™. However,
they also claim that this does not constitute aomapstacle to working together
and discussions on the issue continue. Last buleast, visibility is not a concern
for women’s groups. They are visible in Turkishiste It is, however, a major
area of political struggle and, simultaneously, azia constraint for LGBTT
groups™,

A Lambdaistanbulactivist, Ygim Basaran suggests that although the
activists of the women’s movement and the LGBTT sment see each other as
potential allies, the extent to which they formlabbrations with social opposition
in general is far from being mature @asan, March-April 2007: 26). For the
LGBTT movement, she argues that this is due tddbethat the movement is still
very young and raising its own voice is still agpity (Basaran, March-April 2007:
26). Secondly, she states that ironically, sometid€BTT activists undermine
their own agenda when they get in touch with otirganisations (Baran, March-
April 2007: 26). In addition, B@aran also makes a self criticism by arguing that
one of the basic reasons of the failure to collateowith various groups of social
opposition is owing to the fact that LGBTT and wamactivists keep the

relationship on a personal level @aan, March-April 2007: 26). Arguably,

311 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
312 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskkehir.
313 From the interview made with Pelin Dutlu on Jul; 2009, Eskiehir.
314 From the interview made with BarSulu on May 28, 2009, Ankara.
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although institutionalisation is problematic for myaLGBTT activists as explained
before, it might help overcome this problem. Intfebave noted elsewhere that to
the extent that LGBTT groups gain legal entitiedas become easier for them to
institutionalise their relationship with other NGOs

The LGBTT movement faces some specific obstaclesnwih comes to
women’s movement activists’ perception of TT indival$'> They argue that this
is partly due to the transphobia among the womernganisations. Yet it is also
important to remember that TT activists make theesariticism towards some
LGBTT groups as well. TTs are so marginalised iciety that even activists, who
maintain an egalitarian view, fail to overcome théiansphobia. Secondly,
women’s organisations accuse transsexual women, driegs and make up
flamboyantly, for reproducing the traditional gendgles®. On the other hand, TT
activists say that this is only the expression lgfaaint womanhood, which has been
forced to be hidden for yedt§ Although these are major points of debate, LGBTT
activists indicate that the situation is graduaiiyproving as they discuss the issue
and explain to each other their point of vié For instance some organisations
like Amargi seriously question the transphobia within themssehand TT
individuals recently began to come out within thiganisatiofi"®.

A similar problem is that women activists sometirhese harsh criticisms
against gay and TT men and neglect the differebetsween gay and TT men’s
masculinity and the conventional sense of masayfli This, Umut Guner
argues, is due to the lack of a sophisticated ambrdowards the concept of
gender. LGBTT activists imply that some women’s up® may have a hostile
attitude towards men, regardless of the differehedaeen therit’. However, they
feel this situation too is gradually getting bett&bker states that most feminists
used to think that gay men, like men in generalkewgartly responsible for the
marginalisation of women, thus refrained from fammicollaborations with them

(Goker, March-April 2007: 33). However, she says,feminist studies improve,

315 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dly 2009, Eskehir.

318 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
317 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
318 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
319 From the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
320 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
321 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
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feminists gradually begin to envisage that men, wbonot fulfil the traditional

male roles are also oppressed in a patriarchaémsy$Goker, March-April 2007:
33). Yet it is not to say that gay men — as menndbparticipate in the general
advantaging of men.

Probably the most important debate between thenistrand the LGBTT
movements in Turkey is regarding sexual labour. [@/f@minists argue that using
the term “sexworker’ with regard to “prostitutes” legitimises the adtprostitution
since the Marxist concept of worker and the rigtgsnanded from the state with
reference to this conceptualisation is a legitimate Rather than using the term
“sexual labour”, some feminists, especially thosemf a socialist traditiofi?,
suggest that the term “prostitution” shall be uaad the analysis shall be based on
the exploitation of women’s bodies instead. Ondtieer hand, LGBTT, especially
TT activists, the majority of which work as sex wers to earn their living, stress
that using the phrases “sexual labour” or “sex woskis only the acceptance of an
existing service sector and an existing fact. Tthisy argue, does not legitimise the
act itself. According to LGBTT activists, it is agate to demand social security
rights from the state on this b8k However, there are some LGBTT activists,
who express that the debate is overrated and inbfaih parties have similar
approaches when it comes to prostitutfdnin this thesis, | preferred to use the
terms “sexual labour” or “sex workers” since | agrevith LGBTT activists
underlining that the subject of an act shall bedhe to determine the name to be
given to her/hin¥>.

Lastly, one of the most important differences betmwvehe women’s and the
LGBTT movements is the legitimacy of these two mmoeats in the eyes of both
the state, and different sections of society. Thamen’s movement is more
legitimate in the eyes of both the state and spdrefurkey. The media is one of
the best indicators of this fact according tgifeBasaran. LGBTT activists claim
that this is due to the fact that the LGBTT movetmen solely seen as an

exaggeration of sexuality in the eyes of many peapl Turkey while women’s

322 From the interview made with Secin Varol on July 2009, Ankara.
323 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
324 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
325 From the interview made with Pelin Dutlu on Jul; 2009, Eskiehir.
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demands are more easily considered as human rigtsind¥®°. Besides, since
homosexuality is a sin according to Islam, it igydifficult for the LGBTT
movement in Turkey to be legitimate in the eyesnaisse¥’. Thus, an/stanbul
Bearclub activist, Ahmet Kaya suggests that the culturaitdes standing as
barriers against the LGBTT movement are strongduirkey than they are against
the women’s movemetff. As noted before, one of the factors leading t® th
legitimacy of the women’s movement in Turkey is fismeric superiority and a
century long histor°. In addition, it is easier for women to organiseTiurkey
while LGBTT individuals may refrain or may be foccéo refrain from activism
since they are fined by the police, confined in tabmstitutions by their families,
face severe violence and social obstacles whenctee out>’. When all of these
factors combine, LGBTT activists think that it isigt expectable that the women’s
movement in Turkey is more legitimate than the LGBMovement, especially in
the eyes of the state. However, LGBTT activistsesthat the accomplishments of
the women’s movement are social accomplishments lihge the potential to
transform at least a portion of the society suett the LGBTT movement becomes
more legitimate to9". In addition, the women’s movement direct emphasis
sexual orientation and sexual identity especiallgiry the Penal Code reform did
not only increase the accomplishments of the LGBfdvement, but also
increased the legitimacy of the demands of the LGBIovement in the eyes of
the statd®

In Turkey, LGBTT activists also distinguish the fiamt movement from
the women’s movement when it comes to the issuegfimacy. For instance a
Kaos GLactivist, Ali Erol states that the feminist moverhes marginalised within
the women’s movement. “The feminist movement betagitimate in the eyes
of the society only when it positions itself withithe mainstream women’s
movement”, Ali Erol says. Like the LGBTT movemeAti Erol adds, the feminist

328 Erom the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 209 istanbul.
327 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Audlist 2009, Ankara.
328 From the interview made with Ahmet Kaya on Octoldr 2009 istanbul. Ahmet Kaya also
adds that the feminist movement is a potential falithe Bear Movement in Turkey since they are
both against traditional male gender roles.
329 Erom the interview made with Deniz Yildiz on J8, 2009 jstanbul.
330 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
31 From the interview made with Burcu Ersoy on Auglst 2009, Ankara.
332 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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movement too is less legitimate in the eyes of libéhstate and the society and
both feminists and LGBTT individuals face similgpés of linguistic violence and
discriminatiort®®

In conclusion, the relationship between the women®/ement and the
LGBTT movement in Turkey began to get strongehs2000s. Although LGBTT
activists state that there are women’s groups frarous ideological positions that
are sincerely questioning LGBTT issues, the LGBTdvement in Turkey is closer
to feminist and Kurdish women’s groups rather tKamalist or Islamist women’s
organisations. The movement also has close refatigthh some socialist women’s
organisations. Despite the differences between thechcriticisms towards each
other, LGBTT and women’s organisations from varialeological positions work
on common topics and engage in joint activities] #re relationship is improving
each day. Still, Cansu Cancan frafADAV and Nilgin Yildirrm fromKAMER
imply that the relationship between the two movetsiemas not yet matured
(Cancan, March- April 2007: 34; Yildirim, March-A@2007: 34).

333 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.
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CHAPTER 6

WOMEN'’S AND LGBTT MOVEMENTS IN TURKEY: LEGISLATIVE
REFORMS DURING THE 2000s

In this chapter, | will discuss and compare the @eds, activities, strategies
and accomplishments of the women’s and LGBTT movesme1 Turkey during
the legislative reforms in the 2000s, which inclddéhe Penal Code, the
Constitution, the Civil Code, and the Labour Coel®mms. In addition to being the
most important factor that brought the two moversdogether, participation in
legislative reforms also points out one of the majeaknesses of NSM theories in
explaining the Turkish case.

As a specific case illustrating the relationshipwsen the two movements,
LGBTT organisations were encouraged to participathis process, mainly in the
Penal Code reform, by women’s organisations. Wthie two movements had
many common demands and engaged in similar aesvituring the process, some
critical differences between them were also cleathis chapter | will also try to
elaborate on these differences. The chapter alswsr® current activities and other
demands of the LGBTT movement that are still onabenda either because they
were not met in the reform process or have sinceectn the forefront. Since the
activities of the women’s movement during the legige reform process are well
documented (WWHR-New Ways, 2003; Arat, 2004; Ker@sglu, 2004; WWHR-
New Ways, 2005; Eray, 2008) the main focus of dhiapter will be the activities
of the LGBTT movement.

It is also important to note that despite the wosienovement’s active
participation in legislative reforms, a significaproportion of the women’s
movement in Turkey has been sceptical of statetutisns and concerned about
being co-opted by the state (Arat, 2004: 17). lehagted several times throughout
the study that this applies to the LGBTT movemesitweell. Although many
activists also question the extent to which legeflorms immediately affect
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women’s and LGBTTs’ everyday lives they nonethelpassue the struggle to
change the legislation, at least for the sake @fdhg run.

Before elaborating on the legislative reforms itadeit might be useful to
explain how the legislative reform process was caobetl. Prior to specific
lobbying activities of the stakeholders and formtigscussions in the Parliament, the
groups that wanted a change in specific legislaingaged in activities such as
holding campaigns to collect signatures, holdingsprconferences, carrying their
demands to the media, raising public awarenest@issue, getting in touch with
other groups that wanted similar changes, prepaviit¢en drafts, organising street
demonstrations, engaging the support of internatiomrganisations etc.
Subsequently, when the time for Parliamentary disicun came, groups of activists
went and engaged in active lobbying in the relevanb-commissions and

commissions at the Grand National Assembly.

6.1. The Penal Code and the Constitution

Women’s organisations in Turkey joined the Penaté€oeform process
under thePenal Code Women’s Platforbetween 2002 and 2004 (WWHR-New
Ways, 2003: 3). They joined the Constitution referm 2001 and 2004 and the
Constitution reformdebatesin 2007 and 2008 under th&omen’s Constitution
Platform (Anayasa Kadin Platformu, 2007).

The LGBTT associations that had been legally estaddl at the time of
these reforms, the LGBTT organisations and indi@iduGBTT activists that
pursued the legal struggle were in collaboratiotihwhe women’s platforms. They,
however, also pursued somewhat different policiemnfthe women’s movement
under another platform named th€ BTT Human Rights PlatforniExcept for the
two Bear groups, all of the active LGBTT groups amganisations that are listed

in Chapter 4 of this thesis were components oL tBBTT Human Rights Platform

6.1.1. The Penal Code

Before 2004, nearly half of the Turkish Penal Codes dated from the
1920s (WWHR-New Ways, 2005: 10). The Parliament ta&én the reform of the
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Penal Code on its agenda in the 1990s, but it waisio 2000 that a Draft Law
was prepared (WWHR-New Ways, 2005: 10). After agtey period of on and off
discussions and sustained pressure by various grqupfessional NGOs and
women’s NGOs, the draft was modified and broughtht Parliamentary floor in
2004 (WWHR-New Ways, 2005: 13).

Mainly owing to the clear demand of the EU accessmrocess as
specifically required by the EU Progress Repolts, Turkish state had been urged
to accord the Turkish Penal Code with the acquimroanitaire, especially
concerning “honour killings” and women’s abductiof&vrupa Topluluklar
Komisyonu, 2001: 28, 67, 80; Avrupa Topluluklari iisyonu, 2002: 31, 83).
Under the impact of the pressures of the EU anermational agreements, and
thanks to the efforts of the women’s movement,rie Turkish Penal Code came
into effect in 200%** when this draft was finally adopted by the TurkiShand
National Assembly after some modifications. In fbdowing sub-sections, the
activities and demands of the women’s and the LGBIovements in response to

the Draft Law and during its discussions in thdiRarent in 2004 are summarised.

6.1.1.1.The Women’s Movement

As already mentioned, the Penal Code reform prosessa turning point
for the relationship between the two movementsivists | have interviewed have
all stated that the experience drew the two moveésngaser than ever before. This
was because some groups among the women’s moversethithis opportunity to
share their experiences in the field, and the comrmdemands of the two
movements provided the necessary incentive.

Both the women's movement and the LGBTT movemenised quite
detailed demands in the Penal Code reform pro¢éssever, in the end of the
process while many demands of the women's movemerg met, none of the

demands of the LGBTT movement was even taken sdyionto account by the

334«T{irk Ceza Kanunu”. Retrieved from sitéttp://www.tbmm.gov.tr/kanunlar/k5237.htpMarch
26, 2010.
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legislaturé®®.

The demands of thBPenal Code Women's Platforas summarised from

various publications of WWHR-New Ways’ (WWHR-New W& 2003; Kadinin

Insan Haklari-Yeni Coziimler, 2003) are presentedvhelThese demands are

prepared in response to the specific formulatiomhef Draft Law that formed the

basis of the Parliamentary debates in 2004. Theswadds were as follows:

The Draft Law introduced a new definition: “Womaihhis term also
includes girls.” The Platform demanded that thidirdgon in Article 4,
Clause (3) of the Draft Law be omitted since ithodiscriminated against
non-virgin women and women in general since thentéman” as
“including boys” was not among the definitions hetDraft Law (WWHR-
New Ways, 2003: 9);

Clause (2) of Article 325 of the Draft Law, whicbgulated the abduction
or detention of persons, increased the penaltyhef gerpetrator if the
abducted or detained person was married. The Riatfiemanded that this
Clause be omitted since it discriminated againsh-married people
(Kadinininsan Haklari-Yeni Cozumler, 2003: 44);

Article 326 (Active Penitence and Mitigating Circarances) and Article
327 (Active Penitence Necessitating the Suspensain Criminal
Proceedings or the Sentence) of the Draft Law rediuar postponed the
sentence of rapists and/or abducts if the perpetvaduld marry the victim.
The Platform demanded that these Articles be odhittem the Draft Law
since they did not only legitimise rape and/or attidun but also encouraged
forced marriages (Kadinimsan Haklari-Yeni Cozumler, 2003: 45-46);
Article 139 of the Draft Law reduced the sententenardering a new born
child born out of wedlock by the unmarried mothssuming that children
born out of wedlock violated the family’'s honouhet family or the
environment in general would pressure the unmammedher to kill the
child. The Platform demanded the omission of thiicke since it would
legitimise the killing of new born children born toaf wedlock by the
unmarried mother. Women activists stated thatwlas both a violation of
children’s rights and was in contraction with théviCCode since the
distinction between “legitimate” and “illegitimatechildren was abolished
from the Civil Code in 2001 (WWHR-New Ways, 2003)1

Article 318 (Assault on Chastity with the Consehtle Child) and Article
316 (Seizing of Chastity with the Consent of theil@himplied that
children under the age 15 had the faculty of cohsensexual abuse
(WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 11). Women demanded the aamssf these
Articles from the Draft Law, arguing that a chilshder 15 had not yet
completed his/her psychological, sexual and intali@ development to
give consent to sexual relationships (WWHR-New Wa@93: 11);

“Article 320 of the Draft Law (Indecent Behavioursjate[d] that any

335 parliamentary Constitution Commission Chair Burkazu’s statement in 2008 illustrates how
the legislature disregarded the demands of the L@BVement at the time: “Homosexuals have a
strong demand for equality... Will we give themsthight just because they want it?” Retrieved
from site,http://www.kaosgl.org/content/“istiyorlar-diye-verk-miyiz”, January 21, 2010.
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person who acts indecently or ‘severs others’ mggliof chastity’ in public
will be sentenced to six to twelve months of prigg9 VHR-New Ways,
2003: 12)". The Article included ambiguous termkeli“chastity” and
“decency”. The Platform demanded that the Artickerbmoved from the
draft law since “chastity” and “decency” are sulije concepts, the social
interpretations of which constantly change; thusythre not matters than
can be regulated by law (WWHR-New Ways, 2003: T2)e Article is
usually used to violate transgendered people’s hunghts and restrict
women’s sexual and bodily rights (WWHR-New Ways)2012);

Article 31 of the Draft Law regulated unjust proation. In order to ensure
that perpetrators of honour killings would no londeenefit from unjust
provocation, women activists demanded to add theesee “The actors of
honour killings cannot benefit from unjust provooat due to the
commitment Turkey made in the CEDAW, Peking + 5 Bpkcial Session
Declaration and due to the 30.04.2002 dated adyigwmisdictions of the
EC.” to Article 31 of the Draft Law (Kadiniimsan Haklari-Yeni Cozumler,
2003: 16). The Platform also demanded to defineotorkillings as
aggravated homicide in Article 136 of the Draft Lasw a deterrent legal
measure against honour killings (WWHR-New Ways,200);

The Platform demanded to add the phrase “sexuaht@tion” to Article
170 of the Draft Law, which penalised discriminatiwvith six months to
one year in prison (Kadinimsan Haklari-Yeni Cozimler, 2003: 24);
Sexual crimes were listed under “Crimes againstSbeiety” in the Draft
Law. The Platform argued that this was a violambrwomen’s sexual and
bodily rights, since such a classification wouldolynthat women’s bodies
and sexuality did not belong to themselves buh&society (WWHR-New
Ways, 2003: 6). Hence the Platform demanded tcségual crimes under
“Crimes against Persons” rather than “Crimes agahesSociety”. Women
activists also demanded to rename the sub-secomeés Against Sexual
Integrity and Traditions of Morality”, which incledl the articles pertaining
to sexual offenses (Articles 315-329), as “Crimemifist Sexual Integrity”.
The emphasis put on traditions and morality inédidabnce again that
women’s bodies and sexuality were perceived as amditras controlled
and suppressed by the society, family or men. Toecbthis mistake and
recognise women’s sexual and bodily rights as idd&l rights, women
demanded to name the sub-section as “Crimes Ag&estal Integrity”
(WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 6);

Articles 315 and 317 of the Draft Law were respasdyi named as “Forced
Seizing of Chastity” and “Forced Assault on ChgstitThe Platform
argued that defining sexual offenses using terkes“thastity” or “honour”
“reiterates the perspective that primary targetsekual assault is the
person’s honour as foreseen by the society, rdkizar the person’s sexual
and bodily integrity” (WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 8). Wem activists also
explained that using the term “forced” implies tpessibility of the
existence of consent in sexual assault. Thus tleyadded to rename
Article 315 and 317 of the Draft Law respectivel “&ape” and “Sexual
Assault” rather than “Forced Seizing of Chastityida‘'Forced Assault on
Chastity” (WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 8) and to redefira@e such as to
include the specific modes through which rape ede place; i.e. oral and
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anal penetration as well as vaginal penetratiom @mough the forced
insertion of an object into the anus. Women demdnte include
psychological as well as physical coercion in soakes in the Draft Law
(WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 8). The Platform also demanttearrange the
Article such that the patriarchal attitude towanasnen and children are no
longer sustained and rape victims are no longdahdurvictimised due to
misinterpretations (Kadiniimsan Haklari-Yeni Cozimler, 2003: 29);

- Atrticle 319 of the Draft Law regulated aggravatoigcumstances in acts of
rape or attempt to rape. Sub-clause (3) of theckerin the Draft Law stated
that the perpetrator would be penalised more hg#uihe victim caught an
illness or if there was another important defecthia victim’s heath due to
the rape or attempt to rape. The women’s movememtadded to change
the phrase “another important defect in the victimméalth” with the phrase
“the physical or psychological health of the victinm Sub-clause (3),
arguing that while physical or psychological heatle scientific matters
observable by experts, the term “important defe@$ subjective and open
to interpretations. Sub-clause (2) of the sameckriisted family members,
health institution staff, penal institution and el@ion house staff etc. as
persons, who would be penalised more heavily ify theuld rape or
attempt to rape an individual. The movement dem@ndkso to add
“security forces” to this Sub-clause in order te@mt for rape as torture as
an aggravating circumstance in rape or rape attemggs (Kadiniinsan
Haklari-Yeni C6zumler, 2003: 37). The women’s moeatalso demanded
to omit the sentence “It is stated in the groundAdicle 315 that rape
between spouses does not constitute a crime” flengtound of Article
319 since it legitimised rape between spouses aal@ whominance over
women’s bodies (Kadinininsan Haklari-Yeni Coézumler, 2003: 39).
Furthermore, the Platform demanded to remove theesee “Deflowering
constitutes blameworthiness” from the ground of $hene Article since it
discriminated against non-virgin women and assumhed the rape of a
non-virgin is a more serious offense (Kadininsan Haklari-Yeni
Cozimler, 2003: 39);

- The Platform demanded to rename Article 321 ofDheft Law as “Sexual
Harassment” rather than “Stalking, Indecent Assaaltd Sexual
Harassment” since it assumed that acts like siglkin indecent assault
were not forms of sexual harassment when in faet tdrm “sexual
harassment” includes them all (Kadininsan Haklari-Yeni Coézumler,
2003: 40). Although Article 321 of the Draft Law nadised sexual
harassment, it did not refer to sexual harassmewbek place separately.
Women activists demanded that sexual harassmemogt place be
recognised as an aggravating circumstance in pamglsexual harassment
since it does not only violate women’s sexual andily rights but also
their right to work. Women also demanded that “gresecution of the
offense not be subject to complaint as the aggdieparty may be
dependent on the perpetrator or may have to jegalekr position or job
by filing a complaint” (WWHR-New Ways, 2003: 12).

The women’s movement tried to raise public awarenasd stimulate

discussions on the reform of the Penal Code bynsgey conferences, panels,
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discussions, and press conferences in both Ankatdséanbul during the reform
process (Kerestecgitu, 2004: 87). Thd?enal Code Women’s Platforprepared a
very detailed draft, as presented above, requesimgndments to the draft
prepared by thAKP government. What is more, owing to their experggractivist
women were quite successful in lobbying the law enaland opinion leaders in the
society. In interviews with LGBTT activists, thiadt was mentioned t3&.

As a consequence of the efforts of the women’s mmave as well as the
demands and standards of international conventiodsthe EU accession process
major changes were made in the Turkish Penal Code.

The Penal Code that was passed by the Parliam&@O# contained a lot
of the provisions demanded by women’s groups ardrnational standards.
Among these, first and foremost, the misogynisbaception of “woman” as a
non-virgin female was removed from the Penal Code.

Secondly, parallel to the demands of the women’'sement, the category
“Crimes against Sexual Integrity and Traditions Mbérality” was renamed as
“Crimes against Sexual Integrity” and was listedlem“Crimes against Persons”
rather than under “Crimes against the Society” YEPH08: 43). Besides, the term
“forced seizing of chastity” contained in the oléral Code was replaced with
“rape” in the new Penal Code. Ambiguous terms li&eastity” were no longer
included in the articles of the new Penal Code.

As demanded by the women’s movement, Article 13Bickv in effect
provided immunity to mothers who killed their outwedlock newborns (as the
law had assumed that women committed such a cnrderdamily and community
pressure) was removed from the legislation altagreth

Similarly, the provision of the old Penal Code tlaibwed a rapist to
escape his jail sentence if he was to marry higmviand stay married for five
years was abolished (Eray, 2008: 47). In additidmticle 321 of the law
recognised and defined sexual harassment and tibense of the perpetrator was
increased if the victim would be subjected to séxumassment in the work
place®’.

At the end of the Penal Code reform process, wdolme demands of the

336 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskkehir.
37«T{irk Ceza Kanunu”. Retrieved from sitéttp://www.tbmm.gov.tr/kanunlar/k5237.htpMarch
26, 2010.
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women’s movement were met, others, on the othed,harre only partially met.
For instance, the movement had demanded that “lmdaltings” be listed among
aggravated homicide and that the perpetratorsasdetitrimes be unable to benefit
from reduction of sentences due to “unjust provocét The Parliament could not
agree to adopt the term “honour killings” in thedaage of the law and instead
chose to refer to this crime as “custom killingk,.however, regulated that those
committing this kind of crime are to receive a ldentence under Article 82 of the
new Penal Code, which listenistomkillings as aggravated homicité The fact
that a clear statement indicating that the perp@saf “honour (custom) killings”
cannot benefit from the “unjust provocation” cladsereduction of sentences was
not added to the relevant article has caused sgnif disappointment and anger
among women activists and remains as a continuingce of disappointment,
particularly since inconsistent judgements, someyinga heed to “unjust
provocation”, others rejecting it in “honour kilgh cases, have been passed, over
the years, by different courts.

A ground-breaking step was taken in the new PenadleCwhen the
definition of rape was extended to include marnitgde (Keresteciglu, 2004: 88).
This being a totally revolutionary concept in cnrai law — not only in Turkey but
worldwide is seen as a very progressive approatirer@emands of the women's
movement to define rape in a more detailed and celngmsive manner so as to
include both oral and anal penetration were, howevet accepted (Eray, 2008:
46).

6.1.1.2. The LGBTT Movement

The Penal Code reform process was the first legislaeform process that
LGBTT associations and groups also patrticipated Aocording to the text
provided byLambdaistanbdf® translated by the author, th&BTT Human Rights
Platform also had some specific demands they brought tagesmda during the

Penal Code reform process in 2004. As explainedreggbthese demands were

338 «T{irk Ceza Kanunu”. Retrieved from sitettp://www.tbmm.gov.tr/kanunlar/k5237.htpiMarch
26, 2010.

339 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010. (1-6)
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prepared in response to the Draft Law that formuwel lbasis of Parliamentary
debates in 2004°. These consisted of the demands below:

- Article 3 of the Draft Law regulated justice anduality before the law in
the implementation of the Turkish Penal Code. Htext that while
implementing the Penal Code, everyone shall beeeaqually regardless
of race, language, religion, sect, nationality,oco] sex, political view or
other views, philosophical belief, national or sbecoots, birth, economic or
other social positions. The LGBTT movement demartdealdd the phrase
“sexual orientation and sexual identity” to the i&lg to ensure that
LGBTTs would be treated equally before the lawha implementation of
the Turkish Penal Cod#;

- LGBTT activists demanded to add the phrase “searahtation and sexual
identity” to Article 124 of the Draft Law, which palised discrimination.
The Clauses of the Article listed discriminativeagtices that would
constitute a crime. Activists demanded to add thrage “firing from work,
preventing promotion, exiling, directly or indirgctforcing to quit” as
discriminative practices that constitute a crimeCtause (a) of Article 124
of the Draft Law*?

- Article 85 of the Draft Law listed the aggravatirg@grcumstances in
intentional homicides. As LGBTTs are often killedantionally due to their
sexual orientation and sexual identities, the LGBMWdvement demanded
to add sexual orientation and sexual identity toche 85 of the Draft Law
to make sure that the penalties to the perpetratbotsGBTT killings are
increased rather than reduced by discretion ofggddy

- Avrticle 79 of the Draft Law defined and penalisagfiocide” and the Sub-
clauses of Clause (1) of Article 79 of the DrafiM bsted the practices that
constituted “genocide”. Seriously harming the pbgkiand psychological
integrity of individuals and forcing the group ted under conditions that
would completely or partially destroy the group @veespectively listed as
acts of genocide in Sub-clauses (b) and (c) of €&af{l). The LGBTT
movement demanded to add the phrase “a group define sexual
orientation and sexual identity” to Sub-clausedflihe Article, arguing that
TT individuals, as a group, were subjected to thectices listed in Sub-
Clauses (b) and (c) by a police chief, Stileymarsthuinistanbul between
1996 and 2004 and that he tried to promote TT muodenpaigns by
encouraging the public to “exterminate” TTs. Thésawf Suleyman Ulusoy

340 1t is important to note that the Penal Code Dtaftv was modified a few times during the
debates between 2002 and 2004. Hence the numbéhe afticles, clauses and sub-clauses in the
Draft Law are not fixed. For instance, while thetiéle penalising discrimination was numbered
170 when thé?enal Code Women'’s Platforoarried their demand to amend it to the Parliamiént
was numbered 124 when th6&BTT Human Rights Platformarried their demand to amend it to
the Parliament. In order to avoid confusions, | énapecifically explained theontentof each
Article in all demands throughout this chapter.
31 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 1.
342 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 1.
33 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 2.
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is explained in detail in Chaptet'4

Article 18 of the Draft Law regulated the depoxtatof foreign individuals,
who committed a crime or were sentenced to imprsamt. LGBTT
activists demanded to add the phrase “sexual atient and sexual
identity” to Clause (3) of the Article in order tnake sure that a foreign
LGBTT committing a crime in Turkey would not be sém his/her country
if there was a risk of maltreatment or torture ig/tmer country due to sexual
orientation and sexual identify,

Article 80 (Other Crimes against Persons) of thefDiLaw penalised
certain crimes such as torture, subjecting pertmnshumane treatments or
involuntary biological experiments etc. The LGBTTovement demanded
to amend Article 80 to prevent torture methods électroshock, medicines
exterminating sexual desire or therapies forcintikio the opposite sex etc.
that are used against LGBTTs in health and sseialices institutior’s®;
Article 137 of the Draft Law penalised recordingdaacquiring personal
information and data unlawfully. Clause (2) of tAdicle stated that the
perpetrators of this crime would be sentenced ® ywar to two years in
prison if they had recorded information regardihg tindividual's race,
ethnicity, political or philosophical view, sexuldie etc. LGBTT activists
demanded to add the phrase “sexual orientationsardal identity” to the
Article, in order to make sure that personal datacerning LGBTTs would
not be unlawfully recordéd’;

The movement demanded to rephrase Article 29 oDitedt Law, which
regulated unjust provocation, so that it could m®used by the perpetrators
of LGBTT murders to claim a reduction in sentenoasthe grounds that
the victim had harassed, solicited for sexual cdarse or tried to rape the
perpetrator. The movement also demanded to addothakillings” to the
same Atrticle in order to make sure that the pezmltif the perpetrators of
honour killings would not be reduc¥g

LGBTT groups demanded to rephrase the ambiguous tiyeneral
morality” in laws so as to prevent victimising LGB

Article 228 (Obscenity) of the Draft Law penalis&bscenity” in various
occasions like children’s exposition to “obscenitghd “obscenity” in
media. The LGBTT movement demanded to replace i@guous phrase
“obscenity” from all clauses of Article 228 of teaft Law with the phrase
“causing sexual exploitation” since the definitimf “obscenity” was
ambiguous and since it was often used to violatB TG, especially TTs’
rights. In addition, Clause (4) of the Article imet Draft Law penalised the

344 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 4.
345 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 5.
348 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 5.
37 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 6.
38 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 1.
39 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 3.
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production, distribution, sales etc. of productgoiring “unnatural sexual
activities”. The movement demanded to remove theageh “unnatural”
from the Clause since the phrase is used to iralittett homosexuality is
“unnatural” sexuality®

- LGBTT groups demanded to omit the phrase “exhibism” from Article
227 of the Draft Law, which penalised indecent\atiéis. The Article of the
Draft Law stated that individuals engaging in seéxuiercourse in public or
individuals exposing themselves in public wouldpemalised to six months
to one year in prison. LGBTT activists demandedrtot the Article since it
was used to imprison T{%;

- The movement demanded to omit Article 107 of th@fDtaw, which
regulated sexual intercourse with children abowe Hgy The argument was
that children over 15 were capable of making theisien to have sexual
intercourse and if the Article had been arrangeprtdect children’s sexual
and bodily rights, Article 106 of the Draft Law wabeady protecting this
right. LGBTT activists also demanded to omit Ai@18 of the Draft Law,
which regulated grudge and hostility. They claintleat Article 218 of the
Draft Law was very similar to Article 362 of the iR Code that was in
effect at the time. Activists argued that Articlé23of the Penal Code that
was in effect at the time was used against thedfnee of speech and
expression. Hence they demanded to omit Article &8 the Draft

Law®®2

As it can be seen from the nature of these demaneld, GBTT movement
is mainly concerned on legalising the notion ofxis® orientation and sexual
identity” as a basis of equality and non-discrintima in human rights and basic
freedoms. They, however, also had certain otheradels) from the law that they
believed were leading to unjust treatment of LGBT&ither intentionally or
unintentionally both in state institutions and atiety in general.

Among the above mentioned demands of the LGBTT mev, adding the
phrase “sexual orientation” to Article 124 of therdl Code, which regulates non-
discrimination; rearranging the laws on obscenitg axhibitionism; assuring that
the perpetrators of “honour killings” would not ledih from unjust provocation;
and rephrasing the ambiguous term “general motalitgre also shared by the
Penal Code Women'’s Platfofi The rest of the demands were peculiar to the
LGBTT movement.

0 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuln October,
2010, page 3.

%1 TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 3.

$2TCK Tasarisindliskin Onerilerimiz. Text provided to the author bgmbdaistanbuin October,
2010, page 6.

353 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdlti 2009 jstanbul.
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However, to what extent the two movements shared @BTT demands is
a controversial subject. For instank@aos GLactivist Ali Erol explains that some
demands made by the LGBTT movement alone did na@nnikat the women'’s
movement failed to support these issues. Rathardwes, the demands peculiar to
the LGBTT movement simply point to the fact tha¢yhvere not the result of a
collaborative activity of the two movemerts Yet Umut Giiner has a more
negative view about the extent of agreement betwthentwo movements. He
underlines that some women’s organisations inPthieal Code Women'’s Platform
even wanted to overlook the basic demand to adg@hlesse “sexual orientation” to
Article 124*° Buse Kilickaya also underlines that while addofgthe phrase
“sexual orientation” to the Penal Code was amorggdbmands of the women’s
movement, the phrase “sexual identity” was neveznementioned, which she
viewed as yet another example of the greater discation against TTFs®.

The basic activity of the LGBTT movement in theuggle for their
demands was lobbying. Throughout the Penal Codermefprocess, LGBTT
groups and individual activists tried to particpat EU conferences and meetings
attended by parliamentarians, the Prime Ministekrthie President as much as they
could for lobbying purposes. They tried to expltheir demands and the reasons
underlying the demands to decision mak¥rdn order to discuss their demands,
LGBTT groups requested appointments from all mesdrthe Parliamentary
Sub-Commission on Justice. They were only abletas appointment with Orhan
Erarslan, an oppositiotCHP) membet®®. This was despite the fact that the EU, at
the time had strongly urged the government to iatceaccount NGOs’ opinions in
the draft of the new Penal Code. LGBTT activistgevalso able to lobby three
other parliamentarians (Ufuk Uras [then an indepandleputy, now oBDP],
Akin Birdal of BDP and Zeynep Da of AKP) on the Penal Code reform, together
with women’s organisatiofs. LGBTT groups also marched to the Parliament and

%4 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, 2009, Ankara.

3% From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Augfkt 2009, Ankara.

%% From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on Ny 2009, Ankara.
This situation is gradually changing. The women’svement is now less reluctant to
include the term “sexual identity” in their demaridsm the Parliament. The developments
since 2004 will be discussed later in the chapter.

%7 From the interview made with Ali Erol on August, ZD09, Ankara.

38 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.

%9 From the interview made with Senemgaoazlu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
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held joint press conferences with women’s orgareatto raise public awareness
on the reform proce¥¥.

None of the demands brought to the Parliament paity by the LGBTT
movement was accepted. However, as explained hefmelemand to list “honour
killings” among aggravated homicide to make sui the perpetrators of these
crimes be unable to benefit from reduction of seree due to “unjust
provocation” was a common demand of both the womemd the LGBT
movements. The Parliament could not agree to atthepterm “honour Killings” in
the language of the law and instead chose to tefethis crime as “custom
killings”. It, however, regulated that perpetratofscustom killings shall receive a
life sentence under Article 82 of the new Penal & atkfiningcustomkillings as
aggravated homicid&. This is the only demand of the LGBTT movemenspal
the only common demand of the women’s and the LGBiGvements that was
only partially met in the end of the Penal Cod@met.

Although none of the demands of the LGBTT movemeat accepted
during the Penal Code reform process, there wastaresting development. With
individual efforts of Prof. Adem Sdzuer, member thie Parliamentary Sub-
Commission on Justice, the term “sexual orientdtiwas added to Article 124,
which regulated non-discrimination in the initiabft of the law. This was the first
time the phrase “sexual orientation” entered in raftdlegal text in Turkey.
However, the term was later dropped from the Aetiduring the deliberations of
the Parliamentary Commission on Justice, on theurgie that the phrase,
“language, race, colour, sex, political opinionjl@sophical belief, religion and
sect, or any such consideratiofféin Article 10 of the Turkish Constitution shall
be preserved in Article 124 of the Penal Code dnrad &dding the term “sexual
orientation” to the Penal Code would be superfld®usn fact according to the
Minister of Justice of the time, Cemil Cicek, therm “sex” already indirectly

309 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July 209 istanbul.

%1«Tirk Ceza Kanunu”. Retrieved from sitettp://www.tbmm.gov.tr/kanunlar/k5237.htnarch
26, 2010.

%2 “The  Constitution of the Turkish Republic’. Rewed from site
http://www.anayasa.gov.tr/images/loaded/pdf_dosyaldE _CONSTITUTION OF THE REPU
BLIC_OF TURKEY.pdf March 26, 2010.

353 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
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implied “sexual orientatior?®. LGBTT activists however claimed that the term
“sex” does not imply “sexual orientation” in eith#éreory or practice. LGBTT
activist and lawyer Senem Banaglu argued that this attitude, on the part of the
legislator, was by no means an unconscious actclimeed legal loopholes such

as this one, are usually deliberite
6.1.2. The Constitution

The Turkish Constitution went through reforms i©®02 and 2004.
However, preparing a new Constitution was also lmn Rarliament’s agenda in
2007 and 2008. Under the initiative of tA&P government, a Science Board
consisting of lawyers and academicians was fornegrepare a “civiliaff®
Constitutional draft in 2007. Yet the “civilian” @stitution debates came to an end
in 2008, primarily due to the disagreements orhinsd scarf question.

While the women’s movement participated in the Gitutson reforms in
2001 and 2004 and the debates in 2007 and 2008 L@®TT movement
participated only in the reform debates in 2007 26d8. Unlike the Penal Code,
the women's movement had fewer demands both whenCtinstitution went
through a reform process in 2001 and 2004 and wihericivilian” Constitution
debates began to rise in 2007 and 2008. Simildéiny, LGBTT movement had
fewer demands during the “civilian” Constitution bdgées in 2007 and 2008
compared to the demands they had during the Peogg €@form. However, there
too, similar to the Penal Code, none of the demandse LGBTT movement was

met while some of those of the women's movemengéwer
6.1.2.1. The Women’s Movement
Thanks to international agreements such as UN ctiores and the

pressure of the EU accession process etc., an tampamendment was made in

the Turkish Constitution in 2001 in accordance with demands of the women'’s

%4 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.
355 From the interview made with Senemgaoazlu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
3% The term “civilian” here refers implicitly to thiact that the current Turkish Constitution was
prepared by the military government in 1982, atfter 1980 coup.
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movement. This was the amendment made to Articlef4the Constitution, which
regulates the protection of the family. Parallelthe demands of the women’s
movement, the phrase "and based on the equaliyeketthe spouses” was added
to Article 41 in 2001 (Eray, 2008: 34). Thus thdiéle now reads "The family is
the foundation of the Turkish society and basedtlms equality between the
spouses®”.

In 2004, Article 10 of the Constitution, which tégtes equality before the
law, was amended as “Men and women have equakrighe State shall have the
obligation to ensure that this equality exists magbice. No privilege shall be
granted to any individual, family, group or cla®&” While this new form of
Article 10 has created a lot of discussion in tleem&n’s movement as to whether
or not it can form the legal basis of “special temgpy measures” such as quotas
etc., it has not been tested to that effect since.

What is more, in 2007, when there was an attempdraft a new
Constitution from scratch by a group of Constitnéib Law experts, informally
mandated byAKP leadership, in the draft, the sentences “Men andhe&n have
equal rights. The State shall have the obligatoertsure that this equality exists in
practice.” was altogether dropped. Instead the gqseg new Article in the draft
categorised women, children and the elderly as pgoof people with special
needs, a position that was clearly unacceptablehto women’s movement
(Anayasa Kadin Platformu, 2007). Instead, the wdshemovement through its
voice as thaVomen’s Constitution Platformlemanded that the Article on equality
before the law read as follows:

All individuals, irrespective of language, racehratity, sex, sexual
orientation, political view, philosophical belietligion, sect, marital status,
or any such consideration are equal without angriisnation before the
law.

Direct and indirect forms of discrimination agaimsimen are unlawful.
Men and women have equal rights. The State sha# kfze obligation to
ensure that this equality exists in practice. Uadgjuality of opportunity and
equality in results have been attained betweensséite State shall take all
legal and institutional temporary special measuras;luding the

%7 “The  Constitution of the Turkish Republic’.  Rewed from site
http://www.anayasa.gov.tr/images/loaded/pdf dogyaldE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPU
BLIC OF TURKEY.pdf March 26, 2010.
%8 “The  Constitution of the Turkish Republic’.  Rewed from site
http://www.anayasa.gov.tr/images/loaded/pdf dogyaldE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPU
BLIC OF TURKEY.pdf March 26, 2010.
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implementation of quotas. Such measures shall net cbnsidered

discrimination (as translated by the author fromayasa Kadin Platformu

Basin Bilteni, 2007).

As the initiative to draft a new Constitution watsorted in 2007, Article 10
of the Turkish Constitution has to this day remdina the form it was amended in
2004. Although the women’s movement did not accashplo make any further
changes, especially with regard to special tempgoraeasures, the ground
traversed in 2004 was sustained.

Currently, there is a new ongoing attempt to amgredConstitution. The
Parliament is preparing for some major changeshén Turkish Constitution and
they have shared the draft with the public in Ma2fl10. One of the proposed
changes is to add the sentence “Such measuresnshdle considered against the
principle of equality.” after Clause (2) of ArticlE0, and to add the Clause “The
precautions that will be taken to protect groupghveipecial needs like children,
elderly and disabled shall not be considered agaives principle of equality.” to
the Article®®® so that the Article proposed reads as follows:

All individuals are equal without any discriminatidefore law, irrespective
of language, race, colour, sex, political opinigrhilosophical belief,
religion and sect, or any such considerations.

Men and women have equal rights. The State shak ke obligation to
ensure that this equality exists in practice. Soubasures shall not be
considered against the principle of equality.

The precautions that will be taken to protect geowjith special needs like
children, elderly and disabled shall not be comsdeagainst the principle
of equality.

No privilege shall be granted to any individuamily, group or class.

State organs and administrative authorities stwallmcompliance with the
principle of equality before the law in all theirogeedings.

Accordingly, theWomen’s Constitution Platforrhas listed their demands
and shared them with the public in March 2010. IXBBTT associations and
groups that are members of th€ BTT Human Rights Platforiare also members
of the currentWomen’s Constitution PlatformAs reported by Bianet, an
independent communication network, some of the delmaf the Platform were
to:

- Remove all anti-democratic constitutional and leglbstacles against the

39 “ste AK Parti'nin Anayasa Tash'. Retrieved from site

http://yenisafak.com.tr/Politika/?i=248074&t=22.231Q April 19, 2010.
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freedom of speech and organisation;

- Remove the election threshdiiby making the necessary changes in the
Constitution and the Elections Laws;

- Rescind compulsory religion courses and to omit ‘tiedigion” section
from national identity cards.

- Add the phrase “sexual orientation and sexual itlértb Article 10 of the
Constitution, which regulates equality before the,land to add the issues
of marital status, age and disability to the sameck;

- Establish independent, autonomous and civil insiis such as Public
Inspection Office for the Equality between Men awtbmen, Gender
Equality Institution, Equality Institution, Instition to Struggle against
Discrimination, National Human Rights InstitutioNational Institution to
Prevent Torture, Arm Force Complaint Institutionc.etwith the
collaboration of NGOs;

- Reformulate the phrase “the protection of childfeem sexuality by the
State” with the sentence “The State shall takenbeessary measures to
protect children from abuse and violence” in alguiations on the
protection of family and children’s rights; resciatl reservations on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child;

- Ensure that political parties benefit from the Bwg funds in an
egalitarian manner and that some percentage diitiuks is allocated to the
women'’s branches, women candidates and womenistaesi

- Limit the election budgets and expenses of polifizties and individual
candidates; establish an independent institutiamaaitor the transparency
of income and expenses of political parties anc takective measures
against any violation regarding these matters;

- Make the necessary changes in the Constitutiontl@dPolitical Parties
Laws to remove the anti-democratic barriers in ffr@inthe basic principles,
activities and organisations of political parties;

- Ensure that banning of a political party is defireedan exceptional case
within the framework presented by ECHR precedents;

- Limit parliamentary immunity with chair immunity.ol make a Turkish
Grand National Assembly Political Ethics Law;

- Rearrange the regulations on the Supreme Boardudge$ and Public
Prosecutors so that the authorities of the MinisiérJustice are not
increased and the principles of the separation mfgps and judicial
independence are not violated (as translated bydlteor from “Anayasa
Kadin Platformu Taleplerini Acikladi™).

These new demands of tiéomen’s Constitution Platformeflect a change
of tone. Rather than generally focusing on demasypscific to women and

children’s rights as in previous reforms, the wofsemovement seems to be

planning to go to the Parliament with an approaafbracing democracy in

30 There is a 10% election threshold in Turkey.

81 “Anayasa Kadin  Platformu  Taleplerini  Acikladi”. feved from  site,
http://bianet.org/bianet/siyaset/120920-anayasankplétformu-taleplerini-acikladi March 31,
2010.
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general. This might be related to the fact thatvileenen’s movement has had, as
explained above, some achievements with respeagbhoen’s and children’s rights
since the late 1990s. The new approach might biedicator of the fact that the
movement is now strong enough to make further deiabout anti-democratic
legislation in general. Besides, this new appraadht be a reaction against some
of the proposals of the government, especially ahes that are limiting the
judiciary’s authority in favour of the Minister diistice.

It is also important to note that adding the phrésexual identity” to
Article 10 of the Constitution is aew demand of the women’s movement. As
explained above, the women’s movement was relu¢taatld the phrase “sexual
identity” to Article 124 of the Penal Code Drafthiwh penalised discrimination,
although to add the phrase “sexual orientationthe same Article was among its
demands. The women’s movement had been criticis®d this reluctance,
particularly by TT activists, groups and associaiolt seems that these criticisms
were taken into account by the women’s movemernis [Hbest development might
also be read as an indicator that the TT movenmehtrkey is gradually becoming
more and more visible and influential, at least M&Os’ policies if not on

government policies in general.

6.1.2.2. The LGBTT Movement

LGBTT organisations, on the other hand changed thieategies in the
reform of the Constitution in 2007 after their esprces in the Penal Code reform
process in 20042 First of all, while they had demanded twelve admeants in the
Penal Code, they demanded only one when the Catmstitwas debated in 2007.
They chose to do so, accordingltambdaistanbubctivist Oner Ceylan, since it
doesn’'t bring any results to have very detailed al®is for such a young and
unknown movement®. Also, Oner Ceylan adds that the demand to adgtihase
“sexual orientation and sexual identity” to Articl® (Genocide) of the Penal Code,
despite its legitimate reasons, was indeed a qagital demand in that it was
impossible for the members of the relevant Parlraiary Commissions to really

372 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
373 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.
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understand the reasons and nature of the deftfand

Thus, during the Constitution reform process, ti@&BTT Human Rights
Platform chose to struggle for one single demand. This teaadd the phrase
“sexual orientation and sexual identity” to Articl® of the Turkish Constitution,
which regulates equality before the fw In this demand, they were joined by the
Women’s Constitution Platformwhich also demanded that the term “sexual
orientation” be added to Article 10 of the Turki€onstitution in 2007 (Anayasa
Kadin Platformu, 2007). As already noted, to adzlghrase “sexual identity” was
not among the women’s movement’'s demands back embe Hayagctivist
Buse Kilickaya’'s view that this as yet another epl@mof the greater
discrimination against TTs will be discussed in fibléowing sub-sections. Yet it is
important to underline once again that this sitwrathas changed. As mentioned
above, adding the phrase sexual orientationsaxdal identityto Article 10 of the
Turkish Constitution was among tNéomen’s Constitution Platform@emands in
2010°®. This hopeful development can be seen as a fuitherovement in the
relationship between the two movements and the naglishment of the TT
movement.

In 2008, theLGBTT Human Rights Platforengaged in many activities to
struggle for this amendment. The major campaigu gl the Platform included
sending postcards to members of the Parliamentadéimg that the phrase “sexual
orientation and sexual identity” be added to AeidO. Hundreds of LGBTT
people and their supports sent rainbow colouredcpods to various LGBTT
organisations. The organisations gathered the gastcand sent them to the
Turkish Grand National Assembly after simultanepusss conferences made in
front of the Galatasaray Post Officeistanbul and Kizilay Post Office in Ankara
in 2008, In the same year, LGBTT activists and supporgasched to the Grand
National Assembfy/®. Furthermore, LGBTT activists tried to lobby pimi

decision makers to persuade them for their causaveMer, their request to see

37 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdiiz 2009]stanbul.

375 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.

87 “Anayasa Kadin  Platformu  Taleplerini  Acikladi”. feved from site,
http://bianet.org/bianet/siyaset/120920-anayasankplétformu-taleplerini-acikladi March 31,
2010.

377 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.

378 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
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Burhan Kuzu, the Chair of the Parliamentary Coanstih Commission Head and
AKP parliamentarian, was denféd LGBTT groups also organised various street
demonstrations, press conferences, signature tohecampaigns etc. and tried to
raise their voice in the medfd

However, despite the support they received fromatbmen’s organisations
and some unions in this process, LGBTT activisesndnds were neither taken
very seriously by law-makers nor were they fulfillie the end. However, activists
point out that this campaign at least drew sonenttin to their cause among some
politicians although not always in intended mantar. instance, in 2008, Burhan
Kuzu, made an inaccurate statement. “Homosexuale lastrong demand for
equality and the right to get married. Will we gibem the right just because they
want?®® LGBTT activists had not at any point in the pracasked for the right to
get married and such an inflammatory statementroyrgortant legislator could
lead to the misinterpretation of the LGBTT movengmgoals. As such it was
disturbing to the LGBTT activists, who were quitgeful not to create a negative
reaction towards their cause in the public opifflorAs Burhan Kuzu also referred
to LGBTT rights issues as “the problems of thé“2gntury® attempting to
move the topic from the current political agendaTiarkey, such events and
incidents also indicated that national politics cenlonger be silent towards the

demands of the LGBTT movement in Turkey.
6.2. The Civil Code and the Labour Code
6.2.1. The Civil Code
In general, LGBTT organisations did not join the/iCCode and Labour
Code reforms, which were respectively carried ou2002 and 2003. The only

exception was that in 2006aos GLwas a signatory to the signature campaign

carried out by women’s organisations for furthelomas in the Labour Code in

379 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.

330 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.

381 «stiyorlar diye verecek miyiz?". Retrieved from skip://www.kaosgl.org/content/“istiyorlar-
diye-verecek-miyiz; January 21, 2010.

382 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdltie 2009 jstanbul.
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order to eliminate gender based discrimination iorkwlife®®*. Thus, in this
section, only the changes made in the Civil andouabCodes vis-a-vis the
participation of the women’s movement will be dissed.

Since the late 1980s, the women’s movement in Tuieel been struggling
to make major changes in the Civil Code, embratmgCEDAW to pressure the
state to make the necessary changes in the Cidié CArat, 2004: 17, 19). Starting
with the incorporation of the protection of womerdahildren into the Law on the
Protection of Family (Arat, 2004: 19), the Parliathaccelerated its activities to
make the necessary legal changes to struggle agginder based discrimination,
thanks to the efforts of the women’s movement amernational conventions that
Turkey signed (WWHR-New Ways, 2005: 3). Enacted908:

the Law [on the Protection of Family] listed therfs of violence and
unacceptable behaviour (Article 1), defined thegations of the state and
the procedures to be followed, and set the periaityhe violators of the
‘protection decision’ by the court with imprisonmieanging from three to
six months (Article 2) (Arat, 2004: 17).

On the other hand, the new Civil Code was apprdwethe Parliament in
2001 and came into effect in 2002 (WWHR-New Way302 3-4). The changes
made in the Civil Code in 2002 are as follows:

- The terms ‘*husband’ and ‘wife’ were changed to (sg&s’ (Arat, 2004: 19).

- The husband is no longer defined as the head dathdy and spouses are
defined as equal partners in the institution ofrage (Eray, 2008: 37).

- According to Article 188, the representative powéthe marital union is
distributed equally among spouses rather than besgjgned to the
husband alone as before (Eray, 2008: 37).

- The term “illegitimate children” was removed fronmet Civil Code
(WWHR-New Ways, 2005: 9), thereby also providingu&qright to
inheritance of all offspring.

- Separation of property ceased to be the legal gahjproperty regime.
Instead, the joint property regime was adopted t(/A@04: 20). This means
that the property obtained during marriage is gshaegqually between
spouses, and that all property acquired during iageris subject to equal
division after divorce.

- Article 186 of the new Civil Code states that spsutbgether choose their
domicile®®®>, manage the union, and contribute, according ¢ #bility, to
the family expenses with their labour and wealthaA2004: 20).

- Article 193 was amended so that the wife does retlithe approval of the

34 «is Yasaminda Cinsiyet Ayrimcgana Kagi Imza Kampanyasi”. Retrieved from site

http://sites.google.com/site/kadinmuhendisler/imeari April 21, 2010.
%5 In the previous code, the wife’s residence wasntifled as her husband’'s residence
(Keresteci@lu, 2004: 81).
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husband during transactions with third parties amyre. Spouses have
equal rights in making legal contracts, transastioith each other and third
parties (Eray, 2008: 38).

- Prior to 1990, women were obliged to ask their lansls’ permission in
order to work outside the home. This law was abaaedoby the
Constitutional Court in 1990 (Eray, 2008: 39). Heer it was not until
2002 that an explicit sentence was added to thé Code regarding the
employment and work of spouses. Article 192, whigdds “Neither of the
spouses would need the permission of the otheh@osing an occupation
or work. However, the peace and interest of theomrof marriage is
considered in occupation and work choices and ffefiormance” was thus
added to the Civil Code in 2002 (Arat, 2004: 20).

- The minimum marriage age, which used to be diffef@nmen and women
in the previous law, was set as equal for bothigmiKeresteciglu, 2004:
82). While the minimum marriage age was lower fonven in the previous
Civil Code, in the new Code, it was set to 17 fothbsexes; i.e. men and
women need to have passed the age 18 in order ttanggied. In
exceptional cases, men and women can get marridte age of 14 (they
need to have passed the age 15) with the consémeioparents.

The women’s movement had been struggling for tleksenges since the
beginning of the 1990s. Several drafts had beepapeel and proposals had been
submitted to the Parliament. Petition campaignserehmore than 100.000
signatures were collected, were organised. Denattirgjr in streets, conducting
several media-fax campaigns and carrying out petsoperson lobbying with
legislators etc. were some of the activities heldhHe women’s movement during
their struggle for legislation changes (Kerestgicio 2004: 80-81). It was all of
these efforts and international conventions sigogdiurkey that finally exerted
enough pressure on the government to change tigeolatalated Civil Code. While
women were not entirely satisfied with the new lamd wanted to continue the
struggle for further amendments, the new legal &aork has changed the lives of

many women in Turkey.

6.2.2. The Labour Code

In 2003, the new Labour Code came into effect (EEH08: 54). In this
case, clearly the women’s movement itself was niagor initiator of the reform.
Rather, the direct impact, in fact the demand effJ accession process as well as
the related framework of the labour and employarsbns to align Turkish labour

legislation with EU standards played a major rbieeffect, it was these unions that
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placed gender issues on the legislator's agendahandaised voices for the rights
of working women (Kerestecitu, 2004: 92). However, the influence of the
women’s movement on the Labour Code reform shalbeaundermined. Not only
has the women’s movement in Turkey been raisingdtse for working women’s
rights, but also women’s branches of unions haen laetively urging their unions
to go the Parliament with gender specific Laboud€ademands since the early
days of the movement.

Working women ended up gaining important rightshi@a end of the reform
of the Labour Code. One of the most important géras women had in the new
Labour Code reform was that maternal leave befor@ after pregnancy was
increased to 8 weeks each, totalling 16 weeks (&R@04: 21). This period was
extended to 18 weeks in multiple-birth cases (A2804: 21). The new Law also
prohibited the removal from office on ground of gmancy (Eray, 2008: 55).

Another important accomplishment for women was ghehibition of
gender-based discrimination in the work place. fiée& Law did not only prohibit
gender-based discrimination, but also made the @raplliable to prove that the
annulment was based on a valid reason in caseemafegbased discrimination
(Kerestecig@lu, 2004: 92).

The new Labour Code also recognised sexual harassmthe work place
(Eray, 2008: 55). Taking this development one $tefher, sexual harassment in
the work place was also recognised and penalis¢debgew Penal Code that came
into effect in 2005, as explained earlier.

The activities of independent women’s organisatifamgurther changes in
the Labour Code gained speed afterwards. In 20®8y@nen’s organisations and
Kaos GLgot together and listed their demands for the sigtitworking womert®.

As listed byUcan Sipurgethese demands were as follows:

- Women’s groups asked both from the state and frovate enterprises to
create new employment fields in general and empémtrfields for women
in particular. They encouraged the state and ralevastitutions to
formulate a comprehensive program, for which a propn of the national
budget shall be allocated.

- Women demanded the establishment of a CommissioGdader Equality
in the Parliament and suggested that this comnmmssiall revise all laws,

386 “Esit Firsatler Talep Ediyoruz”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.ucansupurge.org/arsiv/iwww.ucansupurggindex3af6-
2.html?option=com_content&task=view&id=2881&ltemid% February 3, 2010.
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including the Labour Code, with a gender perspectiv

- Women’s organisations demanded parenting leaveallggor both men
and women in order to create an egalitarian dimisid labour when it
comes to child rearing. Only workplaces with mdrart 150 employees are
required to open nurseries and breast-feeding roaot®rding to the
current Labour Code. Women’s groups demanded thae snost of the
work places in Turkey are small enterprises, batipleyers and local
administrations shall take the necessary measoregpén nurseries and
breast-feeding rooms in small enterprises. Besidpsning nurseries and
breast-feeding rooms shall be compulsory in indaistones regardless of
the people employed.

- Temporary women workers and per diem women empiyefo often
work as maids, shall be recognised in the Labow.La

- A Labour Law specific to the agriculture sector |IElee prepared since
women intensely work in the field of agriculture.

- The article regulating the prevention of genderebladiscrimination in the
Labour Code shall be extended such as to includehtiing process in
order to prevent discrimination against women wiiieng. In addition,
this article shall also ban discrimination on tlasib of sexual orientation,
ethnicity, religion etc.

- Positive discrimination shall be implemented urgénder equality is
sustained in working life. The state shall encoartige implementation of
positive discrimination.

- An objective work classification system shall be@leped in order to stop
the wage differential. Equal pay for equal worknpmple should be adopted.

- 30% women’s quota shall be imposed in politicattiparand while hiring
and promoting employees, both in the public andapei sectors’.

In fact most of the demands presented above wdraawe. Following the
Labour Code reform, in June 2008A-DER had organised th€ongress on the
Solutions for Women’s Problenis istanbul. There, woman activists listed their
demands from the Parliament, some of which were adei: for further
amendments in the Labour Code. The call for equgl for equal work, the
demand to prepare a Labour Law specific to thecaljure sector, where women
are intensely employed, the demand to the recogemporary women workers in
the Labour Code etc. (KA-DER, 2003: 8-10) wereadyeamong women'’s further
demands from the Parliament.

The Labour Code has not been amended regardingnthiter since
women’s groups have formulated the above mentiatgdands. Whether such a

reform process is going to happen in the closerdéuisl uncertain. However, with

387 “Esit Firsatler Talep Ediyoruz”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.ucansupurge.org/arsiv/iwww.ucansupurggindex3af6-
2.html?option=com_content&task=view&id=2881&ltemid% February 3, 2010.
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the experiences they got from the Penal Code amsst@ation reforms, women’s
and LGBTT groups might work together under a platfon the future to amend
the Labour Code with a gender, sexual orientatiod aexual identity based

perspective.
6.3. The LGBTT Movement after the Reforms

LGBTT activists have drawn some lessons from tlogslative reforms in
the 2000s. Today, they express their view that theght follow alternative
strategies thanks to these experiences. For instemas GLactivist Umut Guner
states that now they are following the changeh@law more closely in order to
be more prepared in future reform activitfés

MorEl activist Pelin Kalkan explains that they have issal that the
LGBTT movement should focus on lobbying more ine#gnsShe underlines that
the support of well-known public figures directhyontribute to oppositional
movements’ visibility and power, improves their ohas of having a say in
political issues as well as the effectiveness afscmusness raising efforts and
ultimately, in fulfilling their demands. Kalkan $s that they will work harder for
the support of important public figures from now *6n Also, Kusad
Kahramanglu states that another important strategy in afigdaw making might
be building stronger relations with local admirasions®. He argues that in
countries like United Kingdom, working with and teg) the support of local
administrations turned out to be a more effectivategy than going directly to the
Parliament with certain demands. Finally, Oner @eyduggests that it is important
to use terminologies that decision makers are familith. Ceylan states that he
has observed that Parliamentary Commission menasersore familiar with the
concept, “human rights”, than they are with “disgnation”. Thus, he suggests,
the movement shall be underlining LGBTT rights asnan rights more in the
future®*,

Taking into account these experiences, LGBTT olgitns are preparing

388 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
339 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
39 From the interview made with Kg§ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 200%stanbul.
391 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
139



to attend future legislative reform processes \utither demands. LGBTT groups
are getting prepared to raise public awarenesshenptoblems with the Penal
Institution and Detention Centres Regulations, Whaice used to segregate LGBTT
prisoners. Senem [@anglu argues that due to current regulations, open
homosexuals or transgendered people are subjectemblitary confinement in
prison under the guise of “special measut&sPembe Hayais struggling for the
abolishment of such practices. Members of the @&tsoc are preparing reports on
hate crimes, which will be presented to municigedit> In addition,
Lambdaistanbul, the Greerend Bilgi University Amnesty Grougre currently
working on the issu&”.

The movement in general will also focus on honoilmgs and honour
killings of LGBTTs in particular. Some LGBTT groupse planning to demand
from the Parliament the recognition of hate crirmesspecific crimes in the Penal
Code and their punishment accordingly They are preparing a campaign to raise
public awareness on honour killings of LGBT¥s This issue became particularly
important for the LGBTT community after Ahmet Yidwas murdered by his
father in the street in 2008 because he was gay.

LGBTT groups also express an intention to join tiadour Code reform
process in the future. Here too, the primary denw@rtle LGBTT Platformwill be
to add the phrases “sexual orientation and sexdeitity” to Article 5 of the
Labour Code, which prohibits discrimination in emphent relations. Umut Giner
reminds that the government made a commitmentetdth concerning this matter
and that they will follow up onit".

Another issue that the LGBTT movement is directgnaerned with
pertains to the rights of sex workers. They expedormulate specific demands to
ensure human rights of sex workers, including thigint to life. Social security
rights for sex workers and the prevention of ikatment towards sex workers

appears to rank high on the priority demands of L&&**® mainly of TT groups.

392 From the interview made with Senem@aadslu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
393 From the interview made with Senemganazlu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
394 From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
39 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
39 From the interview made with Yien Basaran on October 13, 2008tanbul.
397 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
3% From the interview made with Senemgaoazlu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
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Furthermore, LGBTT groups in Turkey are also wogkion certain
amendments to be made in the Misdemeanour Lavjstatv, in its current form,
is used by the police to particularly victimise s In this regard they also
demand to amend the Police Duty and Authority Laworder to stop police
violence towards TTs. A specific demand of LGBTTstheir regard is that the
police abandon “the point system”, in which theigmloffice is apprehending sex
workers or TTs for soliciting a crime under Turkilw and are rewarded with
bonus point&®.

Although none of the demands of the LGBTT movem&at accepted
during the legislative reforms in the 2000s, LGBagtivists stress that they are
hopeful for certain developments. Oner Ceylan sttitat they had, in fact, already
predicted that none of their demands would belfedfiat this juncture. However,
the campaigns made during legislative reform preegglid not only help raise
public awareness on the is8e but also raised the self-esteem of LGBTTSs,
including those in the closet, more of whom now mhignderstand that they too
can struggle for their right¥. Ceylan adds that law suits that are won are\asp
effective in actual practice regardless of a chandghe law. He underlines that the
increase in law suits filed against the perpetsatdrviolence towards TTs and the
objections to the tickets given by the police withihe last few years have been
influential. For instance, in November 2009, therdewer of a transsexual was
sentenced to life imprisonment. It was a first guelgement. Activists explain that
the usual scenario in such a case have been sergdisctions due to
“provocation”. This single case, Ceylan stressegjhinset a precedent in the
implementation of the law even if the law itselfedonot chand®. LGBTT
activists agree on the fact that a change in th@ementation of the law and the
rationale behind the law is sometimes even moreoitapt than a change in the
law itself as the latter, without the former, oft@mes not lead to concrete changes
in practice. For instance, they explain that altftothe Code of Associations has

been amended to be more flexible, between 2006 2008, Lambdaistanbul

399 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.
% From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.
91 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdti 2009 jstanbul.
92 Erom the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
“93 From the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdltie 2009 jstanbul.
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struggled with threats of and attempts to closyréhb authorities.

In addition, as mentioned before, a very recentllatpvelopment for
LGBTT is that the establishment of a Commission Exuality and Struggle
against Discrimination is currently on the Parlia® agenda. The commission is
said to be planning to ban and penalise all softsligcrimination, including
discrimination based on “sex identif{. Newspapers report that the commission
will be made up of 15 members, 12 of which will $elected by the cabinet, the
National Assembly and the President while only 8 & chosen among NGOs
working against discriminatidf. The organisation of the commission seems to be
problematic, and more NGO representatives shoultidrabers of the commission
for the sake of democracy. Besides, governmentldh@drain from ambiguous
terms like “sex identity” and take into account LGB associations’ demands of
using the phrase “sexual orientation and sexuaitity® in order to refrain from
misinterpretations. However, it is too soon to elalbe on this development since

the Draft Law has just been announced in March 2010

6.4. The Two Movements in Comparison

It is clear that compared to the LGBTT movemerg, Women’s movement
had major accomplishments during the legislatiierres in the 2000s. LGBTT
activists point out three factors that might hagd to this situation: experience,
legitimacy of the cause, and support from other gqogroups. LGBTT activists
state that this is primarily due to the fact the twvomen’s movement in Turkey has
a longer history, more human resources, and hagitinhate basis both in the eyes
of the state and the sociély Umut Giiner adds that the women’s movement is a
more visible movement compared to the LGBTT movdneemd this advantage
results in their accomplishmefits In addition, he suggested that particularly the

Kemalist majority among the women’s organisatiohdoth very experienced in

404 «Ayrimcilikla  Micadele ve HEtlik Kurulu Geliyor”. Retrieved from site,

http://www.milliyet.com.tr/-ayrimcilikla-mucadeleevesitlik-kurulu-
geliyor/turkiye/sondakika/16.03.2010/1212052/defatin, March 16, 2010.

45 “Ayrimcilikla  Miicadele ve Htlik Kurulu Geliyor”. Retrieved from site,
http://www.milliyet.com.tr/-ayrimcilikla-mucadeleevesitlik-kurulu-
geliyor/turkiye/sondakika/16.03.2010/1212052/defatin, March 16, 2010.

%% From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.

97 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
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lobbying, and has legitimacy in the eyes of theli@aent with regard to law
making, thus it is easier for the struggle of themen’s movement to have
resultd®® Lawyer Senem Dmnaslu underlines trade unions and left wing
organisations as another power group that thedpaelnt takes into account during
legislative reforms. Their support is also seehasng significantly contributed to
the success of the women’s movement in gainingsith In this perspective, the
fact that there are only a few Kemalist women’sugiy trade unions and left wing
organisations that would carry LGBTTs demands &Rharliament is a factor to be
regretted. Ali Erol states that this applies toNfBOs failing to support the LGBTT
movement in generdf. Also Kiikad Kahramanglu underlines that nowhere
around the world has LGBTTSs, a nearly 10% minoritgye gained their rights
without the support of heterosexufafs

In addition to these internal dynamics, there attereal factors that have
contributed largely to the accomplishments of th@men’s movement. LGBTT
activists underline the importance of the EU, ECHERropean Court of Human
Rights), EC (European Commission), UN (and inteomal agreements in general)
in forcing the government to take into account wnimedemands. Although
adjusting the legislation so as to include LGBTiights are also among Turkey’s
commitments to the EU, LGBTT activists underlinatthising conservatism and
the cultural and legal perception of “morality” sthas stronger barriers in front of
the LGBTT movement when compared to the women’semment'?

LGBTT activists underline that the accomplishmenfs the women’s
movement in the legislative reforms will only patty benefit LGBTTs. Umut
Guner states that the accomplishments of the wamanvvement are generally for
the benefit of married, heterosexual women. Thusy tvould not directly relate to
the lives of LGBTTS" However, the achievements of the women’s movement
LGBTT activist Buse Kilickaya argues, might inditgccreate an advantage for

%8 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Augfkt 2009, Ankara.
%9 From the interview made with Senemgaadslu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
“1° Erom the interview made with Ali Erol on August, 2009, Ankara.
“I1 Erom the interview made with K¢ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 200%stanbul.
12t is also important to note that almost all of thGBTT activists that | have interviewed think
that regardless of the political stand of the goweent; i.e. whether more conservative or more
republican, the result would not have changed wheames to LGBTTS' rights. Yet Umut Glner
suggests that it might be more difficult #aKP to legitimise LGBTT rights to its social base

* From the interview made with Umut Glner on Aug2s, 2009, Ankara.
13 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
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the LGBTT movement since it will be easier for tt@BTT movement to express
their demands freefy’. Another activistizlem Aybasti states that now that the
women’s movement has begun to change both the taivttze rationale of the
society, at least partially, it will be easier fuoth the state and the society to accept
the demands of the LGBTT movem#&tIn addition, the rights earned by activists
of the women’s movement in such fields as workiifg Would also work to the
benefit of lesbians and bisexual worffén

It is not a coincidence that while the women’s nmmoeeat puts a strong
emphasis on the Civil Code, the LGBTT movement @rarconcerned about the
Penal Code. These codes respectively reflect thst momediate interests and
needs of the groups in question. It is possiblargue that since the Civil Code
regulates issues like marriage and divorce, itinglihg for the majority of women
all over the country. Hence the women’s moveméniggles harder during Civil
Code reforms. On the other hand, the Penal Coderysproblematic for LGBTTs
since especially TTs are frequently fined and sedd, and LGBTTs are common
victims of hate crimes.

The main difference between the two movements w#bard to the
legislative reforms is that although the women’sveraent participated in all of
the four legislative reforms, the LGBTT movementlyomarticipated in the
Constitution reform debated and the Penal Codermef@with the exception of
Kaos GL who was also a signatory in women’s organisatidesmands from the
Labour Code).Kaos GLactivists Umut Gilner explains that this was padithg to
the fact that they were not informed about the IC&0de and Labour Code
change$"’.

Contrary to the women’s movement, LGBTT actividistes that the Civil
Code is a secondary issue for the LGBTT movemarthiee reasons. Firstly, they
have not yet earned any righfsand their primary struggle is for the right telif’.
Secondly, some LGBTT activists are questioningintisétution of marriage, which

is regulated by the Civil Code, and perceive mggias a heterosexist and

14 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
*1° From the interview made witlzlem Aybasti on October 13, 20dStanbul.
1% From the interview made with Pelin Kalkan on J2dy 2009, Eskehir.
17 From the interview made with Umut Giiner on Audfst 2009, Ankara.
18 Erom the interview made with K¢ad Kahramanglu on October 14, 200%stanbul.
19 From the interview made with Buse Kilickaya on M8y 2009, Ankara.
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oppressive institution. However, activists note tiace they achieve their primary
targets, theywould struggle for marital rights and/or social rightsatt married
spouses ha'&. Thirdly, Kaos GLactivist and lawyer Yasemin Oz explains that
before struggling for amending individual Civil Gathws, the LGBTT movement
needs to struggle for recognition in the laws ragay equality so that every right
that heterosexual individuals have would be acabtdd GBTTS?",

This difference also indicates a strategic diffeeerbetween the two
movements. While the women’s movement, which has lveorking on legislative
reforms since the 1980s preferred to build themaeds on the amendment of
individual laws in the beginning, and then devetbge demand to amend the
Constitution in 2001, the LGBTT movement primarigrgeted a Constitutional
change before any other legislative changes. THBTIGmovement has made this
strategic choice since LGBTTs are not recognised unkish law. Thus, activists
explain that if they manage to change the Conaiituin favour of LGBTTS,
further demands in individual laws will be easi@atcomplisff>

Another important difference between the two mosets is about demands
for the rights of sex workers. Senemdaagslu states that if the debates between
feminists and LGBTT activists regarding the issue ot resolved, the women’s
movement might not support certain demands that TGBroups are preparing
about sexual labour. @anaslu thinks that while the women’s movement might
share the future demands on the right to life toveerkers and the prevention of ill
treatment towards them, they might not supportt&8BTT movements’ future
demands for social security rights for sex worlgus to the controversy noted in
previous chapters that women’s groups are agaefstidg “prostitutes” as “sex
workers™?®. However, these are only some LGBTT activists'uangnts and it
might be inaccurate to make any further speculatadout future demands when a
complete set of demands has not even been offigpatipared yet.

To conclude, both the women’s movement and the LGBibvement have
struggled for their rights in the 2000s, women’'gasrisations by participating in all

of the above mentioned four legislative reforms &@BTT organisations by

20 From the interview made with BarSulu on May 28, 2009, Ankara.
2 From the interview made with Yasemin Oz on July Zm09,istanbul.
22 Erom the interview made with Oner Ceylan on Octdtie 2009 jstanbul.
2 From the interview made with Senemganazlu on August, 17, 2009, Ankara.
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almost exclusively participating in the Penal Codéorm and the Constitution
reform debates. Though women’s organisations havadem important

achievements, none of the demands of the LGBTT mewe were fulfilled.

Although LGBTT activists are hopeful that at ledse court cases won will
constitute examples for future judgements, thetamiit structure of the state, the
cultural and legal perception of “morality” anding conservatism in Turkish
society are seen as obstacles to further positexeldpments in the LGBTT

struggle.
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CHAPTER 7

CONCLUSION

In this study, | tried to analyse two specific rmowents, the women’s and
the LGBTT movements in Turkey in relation to eatheo. These are categorised
as NSMs worldwide. The study began with an intrdiducof some NSM, feminist
and LGBT(Q) theories, and the criticisms directgdiast each of these theories.
The theoretical discussions were followed by bsemmaries of the histories of
the women’s and the LGBTT movements in Turkey. Beftaking a closer look
into the relationship between these two movememtisexplaining how it evolved
over time, | tried to make a short analysis of #wtive LGBTT groups and
associations in Turkey. Finally, | elaborated tluivities of the women’s and
LGBTT movements in terms of four legislative referin Turkey; i.e. the reform
of the Penal Code, the Constitution, the Civil Cade the Labour Code as a case
illustrating their relationship and comparativetatte vis-a-vis change.

| have analysed the women’s movement in Turkeyvia periods, the late
Ottoman period, the Early Republican era, the p880s, the 1970s and the post
1980s, and in five branches, Kemalist, Islamistydfah, feminist and socialist
women’s movements. As the names of these brancigggest, women’s groups in
Turkey have always been under the impact of diffeneleologies, the most
obvious being Kemalism. It was only in the 1980atth feminist movement
autonomous from other ideologfésarose in Turkey.

| have also explained that the history of the LGBfibvement is much
shorter in Turkey, and although there were earinelividual attempts to get
LGBTTs together, it wasn't until the late 1980s asarly 1990s that LGBTT

“24 One might question whethanymovement is immune to other ideologies in the spcWhat is
intended to be implied here is that before the $980was impossible to talk about women
organising in their own right to take political @met on gender related issues, irrespective of their
political views in general in Turkey. It was onhyitivthe introduction of feminism in Turkey that a
women’s movement, at least relatively autonomoagah to develop.
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groups began to get organised. The only periodisdhat we can make about the
LGBTT movement in Turkey is that while the init@dé¢cades were years of getting
together, sharing experiences etc., the 2000s lhese years of increased visibility
and political action. There were both internal axtiernal factors leading to the
increased visibility of the LGBTT movement in th®0®s. First of all, the
movement has gained strength and become legitimdbe eyes of, at least, some
sections of the society since it was first formedhe late 1980s. Secondly, in the
2000s, the Turkish government started to feel npoessure exerted by the EU, the
UN and international human rights conventions, eomicig the recognition of
LGBTTs’ human rights.

It is important to conclude at this point that,psviously explained, state
institutions have always tried to put obstaclesfromt of LGBTT groups and
organisations and ban their activities since théyetays of the movement. When
such attitude and state violence towards LGBT Tpe@slly TTs, are taken into
account, we have to understand that although thBTOGmovement in Turkey
seems to be highly critical of the state as an eggive institution, they have also
marked state institutions as the primary targedg thtend to transform for the sake
of the well-being of LGBTTs all over the country.

After summarising the histories of these two mowvetmein Turkey, |
argued that the women’s movement is the social mewt that the LGBTT
movement is closest to in Turkey. Although the L@Bhovement is in touch with
all branches of the women’s movement, they engageimt activities and pursue
common policies mostly with women’s groups witheanfnist tone, as opposed to
other branches of the women’'s movement. It is asportant to note that in
addition to the women’s movement in general, ane fdminist movement in
particular, the LGBTT movement in Turkey is in cacttwith oppositional groups
like the Kurdish movement, socialist groups andtal parties, anti-militarist and
some anarchist groups etc.

Based on the comments of the interviewees, | haggested that although
the women’s and the LGBTT movements had been itacotefore the 2000s, it
was the legislative reforms that brought the twosements closer than ever. Both
through common membership in platforms like ¥iemen’s Constitution Platform

and Penal Code Women’s Platfornand thanks to women activists sharing the
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experiences they gained during the previous refothes two movements carried
their relationship from a personal to an institnéiblevel in the 2000s.

While the women’s movement participated in all féegislative reforms
mentioned in this thesis; i.e. the reforms of tlem& Code, the Constitution, the
Civil Code and the Labour Code, the LGBTT movem&ast active only in the
Penal Code reform between 2002 and 2005, and i@anstitution reforndebates
in 2007-2008. In addition, whereas the women’s muamt in Turkey has been
very influential on legislative reforms from thetdal990s onwards, none of the
legal demands of the LGBTT movement have yet belifidd.

In addition to being a major factor in the improent of the relationship
between the women’s and the LGBTT movements in @yrkegislative reforms
are also relevant to this thesis to take a claswmt at available NSM theories taking
into account the Turkish case.

In this Conclusion, | will argue that consideringetLGBTT movement in
Turkey'® NSM theories cannot explain the attitude and gsostrategies vis-a-vis
the state. The popular argument in NSM theoriesNISM activists do not struggle
for social, economic and political rights is nojpparted by the case in Turkey.
Another issue is with respect to NSM theories’ gea$ of the participants of
NSMs. NSM theorists usually make either class bagetralisations about NSM
participants, or argue that common ideological eong bring people together in
NSMs. The participants of the LGBTT movement in Ky do not fully support
such arguments either. However, investigating tkeBTT movement in Turkey
also provides support for NSM theories’ analyseshef organisational structure
and certain other features of NSMs as differennfmorking class movements.

It might be useful to start to elaborate on thevgoof available NSM
theories by taking a look at the participants ofBJ@ associations, organisations
and groups in Turkey and by trying to understancatwbrought these people

2> The reason why | did not take into account the @nis movement in general in this analysis is
its umbrella structure. For instance the dominargnbh of the women’s movement, i.e. the
Kemalist women’s movement, has a century long histo Turkey. Yet it has gone through
significant changes due to the emergence of theafethe branches. In addition, as previously
noted, the women’s movement in Turkey went throaghajor transformation after the 1980s, with
the introduction of the feminist movement relativautonomous from other ideologies. Hence only
a more detailed analysis of each branch of the wsnmmovement might lead us to a conclusion
about the strengths and weaknesses of NSM thetaidsg into account various women’s
movements in Turkey. Yet it would extend the scopthis thesis to make such a conclusion.
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together under a social movement. | have explaingde Theoretical Discussions
that there are basically two lines of thought abitwt participants of NSMs: the
first one explains NSM affiliation with common satiand ideological concerns;
the second one explains NSM affiliation with class.

Buechler explains that NSM theories point out atile identity and logic
of action based on politics and ideology (rath@ntislass as in the case of the old
social movements) brought together NSM activistauedhler, 1995: 442).
Neglecting the class positions of LGBTT activists Tiurkey for a moment, we
might argue that the factor that brought LGBTTsetbgr under associations and
organisations is, collective identity based on s&xuientation and sexual identity.
Besides, as mentioned by some LGBTT activists,reiderable proportion of the
members and supporters of LGBTT associations agahisations are heterosexual
feminist women. These may be all be interpretepoasting out the logic of action
based on politics and ideology (rather than class)he source of affiliation with
LGBTT groups and associations.

However, this observation brings us to a furthdrade in NSM theories: the
class positions of NSM activists. As mentioned ievious chapters, activists from
Kaos GL, Lambdaistanbw@nd MorEl have stated that a significant proportion of
their members are either middle class individualsroversity students. This seems
to support the argument that the participants oMN&re either members of the
new middle class, the old middle class, or peopltside the labour market--
namely, unemployed workers, students, housewissed persons (Offe, 1999:
345). Yet almost all TT activists are sex workensl aot middle class. Besides
Istanbul Bearclubmember Ahmet Kaya emphasised in contrast to mG&TT
associations and groups, many of their members raimgrant/lower class
individuals residing in the environs of cities. Bhuas LGBTT activists noted
several times during the interviews, it is not vetiynple to make class based
generalisations about the participants of the LGBidvement in Turkey, partly
due to the fact that LGBTT identity cuts acrosschkses and ideologies.

The Turkish case thus exemplifies that neither bheNSM theories, i.e.
neither the ones like Offe’s that explain NSM adfilon by class (the new middle
class) nor the ones that explain NSM affiliationthwicommon social and
ideological concerns as suggested by Buechlerlyreaplain the Turkish case.
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Although there are indicators that both lines afatties, to a certain extent, might
apply to empirical data, whether it is social cansddeology or class that made
LGBTT activists participate in their groups is rattambiguous.

It is obvious that in order to provide a compremengxplanation about the
participants of the LGBTT movement and NSMs in Bykand about activists’
motives of participation, one needs to conduct aetmgnsive studies on socio-
economic background characteristics such as inctawels, sex, age etc., of
participants as well as to examine thoroughly tpensonal histories. Such studies
might also be a more accurate way to comment oneipmanatory power of
available NSM theories in explaining NSM particifgan

Secondly, as already mentioned in the Theoretidatu3sions, Mouffe
implies that activists of the NSMs were construcésdsubjects in a democratic
tradition brought about by the working class stteggAvailable democratic
discourses, according to Mouffe, were among thdofacthat brought NSM
activists together. This is also valid for the Tiglkcase, especially in the earlier
days of the movement. | have explained elsewherenttost of the initiators of the
LGBTT movement in Turkey back in the 1970 were memkof one-or-another
left wing political party. Those that came togethethe late 1980s and early 1990s
were of trade union and working class oridffisYet, Mouffe’s analysis does not
recognise that in addition to the existence of denaiac discourses centring around
the rights of working classes as opening a gatduidher democratic struggles, it
was also thelominanceof these democratic discourses over “other” idegtithat
brought together NSM activists as a part reactigairest this dominance.
Arguably, the availability of democratic discourdesd a double impact on the
formation of the LGBTT movement in Turkey: the d&isce of democratic
discourses promoting the rights of working classesouraged other groups to get
organised, and the assimilative attitude of thosscodirses towards “other”
identities triggered both the women’s and the LGBTWdvements to organise in
their own right in Turkey.

It might also be worthwhile to take a look at thebdte about whether

NSMs present a break from the “old” working classvements or whether there is

%% |n fact, this partially applies to the feminist wemnent as well. We know that many feminists and
LGBTTs, who began to organise in their own rightate 1980s were coming from the socialist
tradition of the 1970s’ Turkey.
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in fact continuity between the “old” and the “newatcial movements. One of the
basic premises of the theorists who argue that N&Ms‘new” is that “whereas
prior social movements fought to secure politicatl @conomic rights from the
state and other institutional actors, new sociaveneents target their activities
away from the state (D’Anieri, Ernst & Kier, 199@60)". This, | argue, is a
premise that holds very little validity for the LGB movement in Turkey. Just
like the working class movement, the LGBTT movententhas demands for their
political and economic rights from the state, sahehich are recognition by law,
elimination of discriminatory practices in all aseaf life including work life, social
rights of sex workers, and employment opportunitoesI Ts etc. Contrary to some
arguments, these are not emphases put on simphtyqoé life and life-style
concerns (Pichardo, 1997: 414), but democratic des\drom the state just like
previous and current working class movements.

The basic reason why NSM theorists could not resegthis fact may be
their observation that NSMs try to “reconstitutesigil society that is no longer
dependent upon ever more regulation, control atehiantion (Offe, 1999: 338)”.
Yet a movement, like the LGBTT movement in Turkeyight simultaneously
demand less and less state intervention in everlyfdgagnd struggle to gain equal
democratic rights with the rest of the society, thee heterosexual society, as a
political strategy. Another reason why early NShMdhsts might have made this
suggestion might be related to the fact that ihnKi8Ms like the peace movement
in the West in the 1960s did not have demandsdaoratratic rights from the state.
Yet many NSMs all around the world evolved overdinecessitating an update of
the initial observations and early attempts of thesoretical framework.

The basic feature of NSMs that can be explainedvaylable NSM theories
is their organisational structure. | have explaitieat the common point between
almost all LGBTT groups in Turkey is their prometicof participation and
rejection of all sorts of hierarchy. This is in fachat makes NSMs quite different
from “old” social movements. Some common elemerftiN8Ms as listed by
various authors, i.e. advocating direct democrasglf-help groups and
consciousness raising groups, open, non- hieraiclsiegmented and decentralised
organisational structures, cooperative styles ofiasoorganisation, an anti-
bureaucratic posture, nonviolence and civil disodrecke (Pichardo, 1997: 414-416;
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Larafia, Johnston & Gusfield, 1994: 8) are all intpatr elements of the LGBTT
associations and organisations in Turkey. Whilekimgr class organisations like
trade unions, political parties etc. have strigraichical organisations and adopt
representative democracy in their internal decisaking processes, LGBTT
groups as well as feminist groups in Turkey predede-centralised mode of
organisation in which decisions are taken througtbates, and titles like
“president”, “vice president” etc. only exist indar to abide by the regulations of
the state. In practice, decisions are taken byviatdi together and everyone
engages in the task that he/she can. Like femgnastps, LGBTT groups in Turkey
too form self-help groups and consciousness raigirmgips. In fact the initial
activities of LGBTT activists, like feminist actstis, were to get together in cafes
or houses to discuss their problems and sharedkpariences. LGBTT help lines,
Lambdaistanbul’'samily group (which is about to function all ovBarkey), panels
and discussions made by LGBTT associations alltpmihto this characteristic of
the movement.

NSM theorists also point out the aims, tactics atrdtegies of NSMs as
distinctive and different from the “old” social mewents (D’Anieri, Ernst & Kier,
1990: 447), which is also verified by the Turkishse. Although the LGBTT
movement in Turkey uses conventional methods kkdying, marches, signature
campaigns etc. while struggling for their democratights, unconventional
methods like using flamboyant costumes, decoratiand accessories during street
demonstrations and press conferences are equatiynoa. In fact this applies to
the feminist movement in Turkey too. The demonimaagainst Pippa Baccd®
murder is a good example of the unconventional outhused by the NSMs in
Turkey,

Another observation of NSM theorists was the gfremphasis NSMs put
on knowledge, information and questioning the megrof what is being done
(Pichardo, 1997: 415). As explained in the TheoattDiscussions, both traditional

427 Italian artist known as Pippa Bacca had left Earayith a friend to protest war. Wearing
wedding dresses, they would hitchhike to arriv& @ Aviv. Italian artist Pippa Bacca was raped
and murdered around Gebze, Turkey

*"Pippa Bacca’nin Katilinin ifadesi Tuyleri Diken Diken Etti", Retrieved fromtes)
http://www.milliyet.com.tr/default.aspx?aType=Sorika&ArticleID=516495 April 8, 2010.
“%1n 2009, some feminists araos GL activists gathered in the centre of Ankara, dmsse
white, their faces painted white, and started hitidng to protest Pippa Bacca's rape and murder.
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LGBT theories and Queer Theory, which are highle@td by postmodernism,
put a strong emphasis on symbols, signs, informadizd knowledge. This feature
of the LGBTT movement in Turkey is highly evideRirst of all, LGBTT activists
themselves have underlined the emphasis they puhowledge and information
etc. Besides, as | have explained before, the mektknown LGBTT association
in Turkey, Kaos GL,began to publish its same named journal with tme af
constituting alternative media. It has been publisfor more than a decade with
this aim. Bag Sulu told me that the most important priority #aos GLwas to
continue publishing the journal as a source ofrmétive media in Turkéy®. In
addition, LGBTT groups and associations also trenter into mainstream media
whenever they can and change the dominant discoseskabout LGBTTS; i.e. the
discourse that either fans the flames of hatrecatds' LGBTTs or shows them as
objects of ridicule.

In short, in this study | have tried to focus oe thGBTT movement in
Turkey both to shed more light in this seldom exsediarea in academia, and to
seek the strengths and weaknesses of NSM theariéisei light of an NSM in
Turkey. | have argued that certain features of NS8dgh having decentralised
organisational structures, using unconventionaida@nd strategies, the constant
guestioning of knowledge etc., that theorists poturtas distinct features that make
NSMs different from the working class movement atared by the LGBTT
movement in Turkey. However, | have argued that t&BTT movement in
Turkey does not support NSM theorists’ claims abeby participants affiliate
with NSMs. Last but not least, | pointed out tHae tGBTT movement’s struggle
for democratic rights vis-a-vis the state, whiclligates continuity between the
allegedly “old” working class movements and NSMsthe basic feature that
cannot be explained by available NSM theories.

One might at this point ask whether the Turkislsecanay only be a
“deviation”. | have to underline that although xtends the scope of this thesis, it is
a fact that many LGBTT groupall around the worldstruggle for democratic
rights. The traditions they inherited, as in theecaf Turkey, from the working
class movements and their attitude about socialha@uic and political rights are

considerably closer to those of earlier social nnosets.

29 From the interview made with BarSulu on July 21, 2009, Ankara.
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Most NSM theorists’ reference to the working classvement as an “old”
social movement also needs to be re-examined. Tnkivg class movement has
by no means come to an end with what is called ptb&t-industrial era”. Although
the left in the world has gone through a transfdaiomaafter the collapse of the
USSR, neoliberal policies all around the world easing huge oppositions from
working classes, students, peasants, indigenouspgroenvironmentalists and
others. Oppositional groups, like many women’'s &@&BTT groups in Turkey,
have not yet lost their anti-capitalist tones.dotfthe social movements of the pre-
1970s era are now ongtrongerfrom in some aspects, thanks to NSMs’ emphasis
on the previously ignored sorts of exploitationpgssion and violence.

It would only be appropriate to end this thesighwihe hope that the
women’s and the LGBTT movements, together witHains of social opposition
in this country and all around the world will gete@ stronger in the years to come.
As neoliberal policies continue to impoverish alsatlvantaged groups like
working classes, lower classes, rural people, wonanidren, the coloured,
LGBTTSs, ethnic minorities, the elderly, the hangipad, and perhaps above all, as
they continue to destroy nature, the belief, oftemphasised by my interviewees,

that “another world is possible” remains also asfimgl statement.
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