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ABSTRACT

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF TRANSNATIONALISM:
THE CASE OF TURKISH MIGRANTS
LIVING IN BERLIN

Celik, Cetin
M.S., Department of Sociology
Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Helga RittersbergdicTi

July 2007, 112 pages

This thesis tries to explore the effects of sodor®mmic status, gender and
generation of Turkish migrants living in Berlin aheir participation into
transnational social fields established betweerirBand Turkey. In addition to
this, evaluating transnational approaches usedt@mational migration studies
critically and acquiring a critical transnationatrppective in the context of

global capitalism are also in the interest areahbisfstudy.

This study is based on a qualitative field resea@hducted with 30 Turkish
migrants in Berlin in 2006. This study maintainsatthas well as global
restructuring of global capitalism, new technol@yiadvances and nation state
policies, migrants’ socio-economic status, gender generation differences are
vital elements to understand the way and contetraafnational social fields in
daily life of migrants. This study concludes thapart from being liberatory,
nation- state- based inequalities are reproducdthimsnational social fields in
macro and micro levels as dependent on migrantsioseconomic status,

gender and generation differences.

Key words: Transnational Migration, Transnationabci@l Field, Critical
Transnationalism, Socio-Economic Status, Gender,ne@@gion, Power

Relations.
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ULUSOTESCILIGIN ELESTIREL BIR ANALIZ:
BERLINDE YASAYAN TURK
GOCMENLER ORNE

Celik, Cetin
Yuksek Lisans, Sosyoloji Bolumu

Tez Yoneticisi: Dog. Dr. Helgattersberger Tili¢

Temmuz 2007, 112 sayfa

Bu tez, Berlin’de yasayan Turk gé¢gmenlerin sosyaromik, kyak ve cinsiyet
farkhliklarinin Turkiye ve Berlin arasinda kurulswwlan ulusétesi sosyal
alanlara katihmindaki etkilerini kgetmeye cabmaktadir. Buna ek olarak,
uluslar arasi go¢ ¢camalarinda siklikla kullanilan bir takim uluséteakiesimi
elestirel bir bicimde dgerlendirmek ve kiresel kapitalizm glaminda elgtirel

bir ulus Otesi perspektif elde etmek yine buggafinin ilgi alani igcersindedir.

Bu calgma 2006 yilinda Berlin'de 30 Turk go¢menle gercgtkiden bir alan
argtirmasi Uzerine temellenmektedir. Gala, Kiuresel kapitalizmin yeniden
yapilanmasi, yeni teknolojik ilerlemeler ve ulus#ge politikalarinin yani sira,
gocmenlerin  sosyal-ekonomik statlleri, cinsiyet kasak farkhliklarinin,
onlarin guindelik hayatinda glan ulusétesi sosyal alanlarin bigimi ve igarin
kavramasinda hayati 6neme haiz @alou 6ne sirmektedir. Bu cgha,
Ozgurletirici olmak bir yana, ulus-devlet temellgiesizliklerin makro ve mikro
dizeylerdeki ulusotesi sosyal alanlarda, gogmenksosyal-ekonomik, cinsiyet
ve kusak farklliklarina bgli olarak, yeniden uretil@i sonucunu ¢ikarmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ulusotesi Go6¢, Ulusotesi Sosyalan, Elsstirel
Ulusotesicilik, Sosyal-Ekonomik Statii, Cinsiyet,sél, Giclliskileri.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This study shall try to make a critical evaluatiof transnational theories in
international migration studies by focusing on tlransnational social fields
established by Turkish migrants in Berlin. Among tbther disciplines, in the
international migration literature, especially ®€nt980’s, we have witnessed the
dense usage of a concept to explain border crossitigities of migrants. Yet, it
seems that, despite the flourishing of transnatienalies in the last two decades or
more, the exact theoretical reference points of ¢bacept still are not clear.
Therefore, the circumstances which are necessary tlie emergence of a
transnational social field between two localitiesthe dynamics which are effective

in the formation of different transnational sodialds need to be investigated.

Although the concept of transnationalism has betoutated in a systematic way for
the first time by anthropologists in order to irate the symptoms of the probable
rupture of identity from geography in internatiomaigration studies, it seems that
political scientists appropriated it more than ampiologists or sociologists do.
Today, the concept is generally used in politicaéisce or international relations in
order to understand phenomena like citizenship ew tegal base of political law
between or over nation-sates or supranational fboms In addition to this, it can
also be said that the concept and its theoretig@ations are not warmly welcomed
by sociologists. There maybe various reasons fas. thlowever, one of the
fundamental reasons might likely be concept getsingnger to everyday interaction
of people in hands of some political scientistspdesally the political science
approaches, which situate themselves far from bmu#nces and appropriate a

scientific view, have permeated deeply into tratisnal studies in such a way that it



is impossible not to observe the domination of ¢ligenship and race categories as

the study-objects even in sociological studiesarignationalism.

One of the fundamental shortcomings, this domimagaves the way for in terms of
sociological studies, is tHeomogenizatiomf immigrants in the eyes of researcher by
missing their differences in micro areas. Herepgbmt, | think, to be made, is to put
the categories of socio-economic status, gender gewkeration which are as

significant as nationality, law and race, into pigewhen studying transnationalism.

So, this is to say, this study can be read as famt ehade to fill up the concept of
transnationalism with sociological soul and constra corporate agenda with
political science approach under the roof of th@cept of transnationalism. Of
course, one can ask that instead of preferringh@naioncept in a migration research,
why do | deal with making the concept of transnadicsm functional for my study? |
have twofold answers for this apropos questiorfjrst, transnational processes are
coming into existence today e=al phenomena. That means that they are more than a
conceptual fiction. At second, the processes themseif considered with historical
and structural dynamics, affect theundane lifeof immigrants in various ways that

must be analyzed by sociology.

The research question of this study appeared inmimd as | was dwelling in
Neukdlln in Berlin when | was an exchange studémiumboldt University in 2006;
how do the way and content of transnational sofiéddls established by Turkish
migrants living in Berlin change in accordance e socio-economic status, gender
and generation differences? In addition to my eaesdings about transnational

migration, | can surely say that this research tjplestems, to a large extent, from

! Here with the political science tradition, | memrostly the Anglo-Saxon tradition which gives
preference to a scientific analysis of social giares by looking at official law or state mechangsm
more than social analysis of subjects. It seems thaGermany, the political science is considered
with respect to social science perspectives mae #nglo-Saxon tradition.



my observations | made in some regions of Berluchsas Neukdlln, Kreuzberg,
Wedding, Schoneberg, where population of Turkismignants is dense. Setting of
an academic journey with such a question wouldgogilong some other questions as
well. First of all, to place my research on a st theoretical ground, focusing on
the transnational studies generally seemed to maeaitable. Only in doing so, |
could become able to get a proper and consist@msnational theoretical perspective
in the light of which | shall concern my self withy research question. Once you
become a part of such a discussion, it is very &ading yourself as involved in the
general problems surrounding the transnationaliesudguch as to what extent are
transnational processes free from domination aséaation-state? To move on from
that, are transnational processes deterritorighd&bions? If not, what are the role of
the localities in the formation of them and how? Mbjective is to find partly
satisfactory answers for all these questions bwngty concentrating on the
transnational social fields and their changing eohtaccording to socio-economic
status, gender and generation differences of Thunkiggrants who constructed them.
It must be kept in mind that this study does naedsthat it represents all state of
affairs stemming from these three aspects of Thrkismigrants fully. It, however,
tries to shed light on common characteristics efritderiving from being a Turkish

migrant in Berlin, as much as it can.

| am interested in the concrete transnational eietsy their reasons and results in this
study. My basic aim here is to understand how, vemg with what motivations they
are becoming participants of transnational sodeld$ by looking at their travel
frequency to Turkey and hometown association meshiigr remittances, fellow
townspeople relations and so on. The reasons fageuof these categories to
understand transnational linkages of immigrants iehind not only the fact that they
are prolongations, or results, of historical chanigration but also the fact that they

are widely accepted and used in transnational magratudies.

Although | will use the findings | got from in-deptterviews, like the blossoming of

Turkish identity among young generation migrantg assistance tool, or the effects



of satellites dishes on Turkish migrants’ Turkeyrge@tion, or the changing of
“meaning of home”, this implies by no manner of me¢hat | am examining the type
of immigrant consciousness, mode of cultural prdid»u?: in transnational process,

that would indeed be the subject of another study.

This study is based on qualitative research comduetith 30 Turkish migrants
living in Berlin and coming from various socio-ecwmnic statuses, generations and
different genders. The field research took up sbnths from April to September in
2006. | used semi-structured schedule for in-deperviews. This method was
chosen because it has been assumed that althoegmajor roles belong to the
institutions, global firms and nation-states in feemation of transnational social
fields, the experiences of individuals are reathportant to understand contingent
character of these fields. The heterogeneous catigrosf Turkish migrants and the
multicultural integration policy of Berlin municipgy were the fundamental reasons

of choosing of Berlin for the field.

This study shall begin with some general defingiai the concept and objections
directed towards it. In the light of this generakoview, | shall invite the reader to
look better at the historical conditions in whitte tconcept emerged. On the ground
which shall be provided through this historical lgeis of the conditions, | will
evaluate and compare the concepts of transnatsonadind diaspora, which have
successor predecessor relationship with each athtatms of their functionality for

the analysis of contemporary migration phenomena.

The truth of the matter is that the concept ofgrationalism and its application into
international migration studies brought along matyections and discussions. In
that, the emergence of the concept and its theatetirticulations are still being
discussed vividly. Therefore, in the third chaptay, aim shall be fixing fundamental

components of a theoretical transnational apprdemim which | shall benefit in

2 For the six different areas of transnational stadj look at, quoted from Vertoveg, Itzigsohn, J.
“Immigration and Boundaries of Citizenship: The tingions of Immigrants Political
Transnationalism” in International Migration Revi&wl.34, No.4, 2000, p.1128



following chapters of this study as mmwethodology To do this, | will concern
myself first with making evident the lines separgtithe concept of transnational
from other concepts like multinational, internatiband global which are sometimes
used wrongly to indicate transnational processé®rAuch an external clarification,

I shall focus on the internal diversity of the ceptand the phenomena the concept
refers. With the help of these external and intermaalyses, my aim will be
considering the birth of conceptual tools from siaational theoretical perspective,
such as transnational migration, transmigrantedinss that the network analysis is in
vogue in many transnational studies. As far as |camcerned, it is thought that
open-ended network analysis fits better than otiethods into the nature of
transnational linkages extending by crossing theonal boundaries. Indeed, the
complex dispersion of family, kinship and businessations into more than one
place in a flowing way is likely to be the fact. tyeince network analysis does not
allow me to focus on limited relations taking plaoeone area, | will not use the
network analysis; rather, the concepttr@insnational social fieldshall be my main
point to construct my methodology. By benefitingrr the writings of Nina Glick
Schiller which are on the relationship of transoidl processes and new
imperialism, and transmitting Pierre Bourdie’sotial field conceptualization,
which stresses the role of the struggles for poumén, transnational processes, | plan
to acquire aritical transnationalapproachwhich grasps transnational social field as
the field of power relations from global to lochd.the light of the advices of authors
who focused on transnational processes, | plan itoate the Critical
transnationalism on three-legged perspectivesiistorical perspective spatial
perspectiveandrestructuring of global capitalismlo sum up, in the last section of
this chapter, | shall try to draw the lines of &dtetical framework which is an

analysis of power relations.

In the fourth chapter, as in line with historicalergpective of critical
transnationalism, shall try to converge to history of Turkish labavigration to
Europe in general and to Germany in particularotonf a historical background on

which | will study. Because of this aim, | shalbloat the motivations and reasons of



labor migration from Turkey to Europe and Germaagpectively. After giving a

general overview about Europe, | shall dwell onc#pecircumstances of Germany
from recruitment agreements on. My goal, here,oisgét the composition and
dispersion of Turkish migrant population on the dmend, and understand the
dynamics rendering these temporary migrants jp@onanent residente Germany

on the other. In the last section of this chapterobjective shall be investigating the
reflections of global transformations onto the eomtof Germany in terms of

Turkish migrants.

The chapter five will be the one in last sectionubfich, | will try to operationalize
the other two perspectives @ritical Transnationalism spatial perspectives and
restructuring of global capitalism. | shall begiy boncentrating totally on the
transnational social fields existing between Gewynamd Turkey. Tthe socio-
political and economic linkages connecting Germaiti Turkey shall be taken up.
Then, by focusing on Berlin context, | plan to sketa rough historical and
contemporary picture of the city including, for exale, happenings after collapsing
of Berlin Wall. | will also try to give the differeces between regions of the city in
terms of density of Turkish migrant population.the light of this, | shall examine
how socio-economic status, gender and generatiy noles in the formation and
content of transnational social fields establishgdlurkish migrants in Berlin. By
presenting the findings that | collected from theld, | plan to illuminate the
different motives and interests stemming from seionomic status, gender and
generation categories- motives and interests whach highly effective in
construction of transnational social fields. To teetunderstand local reasons
connecting these motives and interest with glofzaisformation, | shall benefit from
spatial perspective and the restructuring of glatzditalism perspective. With the
assistance of a transnational framework, | shakge shed light on in what ways
and to what extent the web of relationships of Wirknigrants in these transnational

social fields reconfigure or reaffirm existing pawelations.



In the chapter six, | shall try to bring togethey two general critiques concerning
transnational studies. With both the findings fromy field research and ideas of
some thinkers writing on transnational processgdarn to focus on two misleading
assumptions on which many transnational studie® teeen based. | shall seek to
indicate the possible variety of transnational abfields by trying to highlight first
the heterogeneityof immigrants, secondly the early assumption aiuEdmg
transnationalism adiberatory. With such questions, | also plan to scrutinize
deterritorialization of identities and belongings in transnational abdields by
discussing the connection of locality with transorédl process. Afterwards, | will

try to emphasize naive sides of such assumptions.

In the conclusion chapter, my main objective wél imaking a general evaluation of
this study to reach an outline of all chapters.t@s ground, | shall try to give some
answers to both my research question and othellglaraestions clearly. At the end,
I shall also mention the probable shortcomings bis tstudy to make a

humble contribution to forthcoming transnationaidsés.



CHAPTER Il

TRANSNATIONALISM AS A NEW CONCEPT

The emergence of a transnational perspective hasgeld the study of immigration.
A large number of studies have shown that migraetsin lasting ties with their
countries of origin. The identities and social pices of migrants transcend national
borders® Particularly in last two or three decades, we haeen facing with a new
concept which is used in many areas extending famthropology, economy to
sociology and politics: Transnationalism. Althoutiie concept indebts its birth to
the studies realized in different areas such asrnational relations and business
economy, it acquired its popularity, especially,imernational migration studies.
What is wanted to be done with the concept isffiecg to present a new framework
to understand new and changing characteristicsigfaion patterns. The changing
frameworks produced through the concept are usedaiious areas differently.
Transnational cultural studies, for example, has@u$ing on the growth of global
communications, media, consumerism, and publicupest transcending national
boundaries, whereas transnational migration stutiee been calling attention to the

actual social interactions that migrants constamct maintain across bordérs.

The emergence of new ways of belonging to two natgimultaneousfy or of being

here and there at the same time, for some, requieesssarily new frameworks
giving precedence to explanations of transnaticharacteristics of the phenomena.
On the other hand, it is also often claimed thaipide deep changes that have

occurred in the last century, transnationalism alagys been in different shapes

% José ltzigsohn, “Living Transnational Live# Diaspora,Vol.10, No.2, 2001, p.281
4 Nina Glick Schiller “The situation of TransnatairStudies” inldentities,Vol.4, No.2, 1997, p.155

® Riva Kastoryano, “Transnational Participation @itizenship: Immigrants in the European Union”,
1997, URL:http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20papers/ipah




throughout the histor§ The description and interpretation of the proa#iffer from
one field to another field. In political sciencetetature, for example,
transnationalism is, with a basic definition, sasrcrossing national borders and thus
leading complex interdependence between natiotesstalthough the activity of
crossings border of states is as old as statesstieas, thenterdependencthat is a
result of transnational processes today is thowghtunique characteristic which
distinguishes it from previous forms, and thus, esakt privileged. Yet, in
international migration studies, it was the studi&é8asch and Schiller on Haitian

migration which felt the need for the concept ahsnationalism for the first time:

Neither the categories of social science that thag brought to the
study, nor the categories that had meaning for ld@tian migrants,

were adequate to articulate the nature of dailg fiér a large section of
the Haitian immigrant population throughout the téu States

For them, the tools that the social sciences peoutslcan not explain the events that
they came across along their field research; they fall, behind the daily life. In
that sense, the movements of migrants in their dvectbssing activities started to

produce new social categories which are transraition

When taking a quick, superficial glance at tranismati migration literature, it could

easily be seen that two mainstream approachesvalent In these related but
different interpretations of the concept, first represented by US -based
anthropologists, sociologist and historians. Tratismalism is, here, grasped as

combination of civic-political memberships, econorimvolvements, social networks

® ESF Forward Look Report 2 “Migration and Transerdt Identities” October 2004, p.7
URL: http://www.esf.org/publication/184/ICICE.pdf

"Indranel Sircar “Globalizations: Traditions, Tsformation, Transnationalism” URL:
http://www.hsd.hr/revija/pdf/3-4-2001/02-Sircar.pdf

8 Linda Basch, Nina Glick Schiller and Cristina SzanBlanc,Nations Unbound:
Transnational Projects, Post Colonial Predicamesntsl Deterritorialized Nation-State
(Amsterdam: Gordon and Breach Science Publishegf)ip. 6



and cultural identities that link people and ingtdns in two or more nation-states.
Key actors of this process are international migravho are assumed to create new
transnational spaces and thereby de-territoriadizé extent the nation-state, rather
than undermine #.In this framework, while creating new fields foctian in
between nation-states, actors of the transnatigmalcess, such as people,

institutions, are still dependent upon them.

In second approach which is widespread among gallitscientists of Europe,
transnationalism is seen as supra-statal memberstigntities and loyalties, in other
words, as a condition beyond the usual state-boatidnal identities. One can think
for example of European Union memberships or religisolidarities. Contrary to
first approach, here such transnational processethaught to undermine the power

of state to control and regulate activities itsdews'°

As apart from the views about trasnationalism mghfrom these approaches and
extending from being celebratory to dystopian, vweusd first take the note of
objections carefully-objections that set forth thhe phenomena that named as
transnational are not new and, therefore, the qunitgelf is not necessary. Such
examination shall also lead us to a light illumingtthe context in which the first

nucleus of transnationalism embedded.

2.1 The Objections to the Concept of Transnationadim

Today, it is known that the limits of transnatiorsalalysis display very extensive
area. Having extended from communities, capitalw$lo trade, citizenship,
corporations, inter-governmental agencies, non-gouental organizations, politics,
services, social movements, social networks, fasilmigration, circuits, identities,

public space, public cultures, the transnationaspective(s) requires research and

° ESF Forward Look Report 2, op.cit. , p.7

9 |bid. ,p.8

10



theorization in different levels of abstractirDespite the assumptions related to the
concept and dense use of it in many areas, antketaefinitions in connection with
the transformation of old social forms in transoasil space, it can easily be said that
there has been a disagreement on what it exacthnsnand many doubts about the
newness of the concept of transnationalism stilstein minds of innumerable
thinkers. Therefore, the abstruseness of the coramagp its deprivation of specific
and clear references, on which scholars from differareas might come to an
agreement, constitute the grounds of most powerfiiques. The absence of a
consensus among scholars pertaining to the cegtarences of the concept imperils
it becoming empty vessélIn addition to, and connected with, the conceptual
vagueness, the fundamental problem seems to benimection with the appropriate
level of analysis and the connection between s¢ales

Other than these articulated above, we can alkoatabut two general critiques. As
first, the point towards which the objections aemerally inclined is that although
some processes have accelerated in terms of timhesace in migration process
there is no new migratory patterns that require rie@oretical interest In that
sense, after emphasizing how the Midwestern migtaituation in California 1920s
created state-based organizations and the saméheaxistence of Guatemalan and
Mexican associations in Los Angeles 1960s, Fitddeaad Waldinger claim that the

components of transnationalism are not new phenaniérey say;

many of the most influential studies of immigrargnsnationalism
actually examine the trans-state connections betwsseticular places
here and there-localistic ties reappearing in samilform just about

1 Steven Vertoveg , “Conceiving and Researching dmationalism” inEthnic and Racial Studies
Vol.22, No.2, 1999, p.448

2 Luis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Peter Smith “Tlhecations of Transnationalism” in
Transnationalism from Belowd. by Luis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Petertisifliransaction
Publisher, 1998): p.4

13 Steven Vertoveg, 1999, op.cit. , p.456

14 An example of this discussion, look at David Fétmjd, “Scenarios of Transformation: The
Changing Consequences of Old and New MigratiorDiesporaVol.13, No.1, 2004, p.106
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everywhere that long —distance migration occur...safflliations and
organizations based on distant hometowns resuthftbe interactions
between natives and strangers and not necesshglgmncounter between
nationals and foreignefss.

In the light of this discussion, they add that disgring the connections between
villages or communities here and there are hardfindd as transnational, as the
same relationship reoccurs within any domestic ameérnational migration®
Furthermore, adherents of this critique add thatfthdings from the primarily case
study-based research on transnational migrationoties exaggerated or skewed.
Some says also that effect of transnationalisni there, exaggerated and such kind
of practices will diminish over time among migraatsd be of little significance for
their childrent” As related, Grillo says that anyone reading theeme literature on
transnational migration against a background kndgéeof work on international
migration in different parts of the world over tast 35 years would be thought to be
odd if they did not experience a sense of déj&\@x it is an open question to what
extent the concept is different from the concept&iocular” or “circulatory” which
were used in labor migration befdrelt must also be noted that when the different
fields studying on migration are classified, such anthropology, sociology and
history, it is a phenomenon that the majority o tiscussions made on whether

transnational processes are old or new are ingdiisei of history?® The reason for

5 Roger Waldinger and David Fitzgerald “Transnatlmma in Question” in American Journal of
SociologyVol.109, No.5, 2004, p.1182

8 |bid. , p.1182

17 peggy Levitt, Josh DeWind and Steven Vertovegetimtional Perspectives on Transnational
Migration: An Introduction” ininternational Migration Reviewol.37, No.3 ,2003, p. 565

18RD. Grillo, “Transnational (see also post natigi®il Paper Presented to the
Social Anthropology Graduate/Faculty Seminar, Ursitg of Sussex.,1 October 1998, p.16

19 Van der Veer, P. “The Diasporic Imagination”, ppl2 of Van der Veer, P. (ed.)
Nation and migration. The politics of space in 8mith Asian Diaspora.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,5199

20 Eva Morawska, “Disciplinary Agendas and Analytitrafegies of Research on Immigrant

Transnationalism: Challenges of Interdisciplinaryndfvledge” International Migration Review
Vol.37, No.3, 2003, p.625
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this might be concerned with the place of histdrjpaint of view in transnational
approaches. It has been often asserted that vdregnational theories do is the de-
historicized fixation on the contemporary perfddWaldinger and Fitzgerald add
that;

Claiming discontinuity, the students of immigramansnationalism have
effectively dehistoricized the present. They hals® aroduced the
familiar antinomies of social science most notahBt of closed past and
open present. Which is why the students of gladdadiz, immigrant

transnationalism, and transnational relations atceup with the same
“discovery” —that it happened before and in surjmigly similar ways”

Second group of critics about the concept of tratisnalism are directly concerned
with the content of the concept. Gledhiil, for Biste, wants to know if the earlier
approaches to study of migration prevent us frominge previous existence of
transnational processes or rfotThe ground on which such critiques are based is
nourishing largely from the conceptual tension #xg between the concept of
diaspora and transnationalism. In internationalratign literature the concept of
diaspora has occupied a significant space and lhas/sbeen used as an effective
tool to understand social, economic, cultural antitipal components of diasporic
communities. However it is also the fact that tlemaept was on a large scale
replaced in migration literature by the conceptrafsnationalism. Yet, for some, the
term of transnationalism does not perform wellfilmections formerly carried out by
the concept of diaspora in migration research, lezdt does not, for example,
emphasize sufficiently the importance of the los#luctures in which migrant

communities liveé*

21 Roger Waldinger and David Fitzgerald, op. cit.1,179
2 |bid. , p.1188

23 Gledhill, J. “The Challenge of Globalization: Restruction of Identities,
Transnational Forms of Life and Social SciencesJaarnalof European Area Studiégol.7, No.1,
1999, p. 9-37.

% Osten Wahlbeck, Kurdish Diasporas, A Comparative Study of Kurdistfugee Communities
(MACMILLAN PRESS, 1999): p.184
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It becomes clear that critiques and the objectibasarticulated above deserve to be
examined carefully. However, to reply all theséigues one by one, we should turn
back to the conditions in which transnational phmeapa have blossomed. Put it
differently, instead of continuing discussion byldwing conceptual way, | shall try
to explain a historical background of the emergerafe the concept of
transnationalism. This historical background shélist, provide us with many
answers concerning the critiques that have beesnted toward newness of the
transnational phenomena. Afterwards, through thetohical conditions which are
going to be explained, scrutinizing the means of whe concept of diaspora has
been superseded by transnational perspectives shatly second concern. Thus, |
hope that such an investigation will provide ushmopportunities not only to reach
the reconciled content of the concept and a thieatgirogram of the conception but
also to determine, more or less, limits of its &glon field from which | will

benefit in the section of Turkish migrants livingBerlin.

2.2 Historicizing What Changed

Although migration is a phenomenon that is as eldhiatory of mankind, why did it
start to produce new social categories now? To wki@nt can the dynamics shaping
transnational perspectives be considered as sepdi@m new capitalist
accumulation processes? These are the questiorseveimswers must be searched in
especially recent historical transformation of taljst global system. Let’s dwell on
that matter by dividing it into four different, hewer connected, titles. Here, by the
first title “New Technological Advances” | mean tlenovations taken place in
technology and the use of these vehicles by migramtonstructing unique bridges
between their home and host countries. Secondlyitlee*Global Restructuring of
Capital” is related to the accumulation which isngemade with application of new
technological advances into production system. rAftes application, the global

character of accumulation process was widened inrgmecedented way. As third,
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“The Rise of Racism in Developed Regions of the M'aignifies absence of social
and cultural durability and the feeling of insetynvhich were outcomes of global
economic accumulation process. As last, the titléGhanging of Nation Building

Process” shows how all the three processes transtbe conditions on which
nation-sates are based. Additionally in this pashall also try to underline the ways
in which nation-states reproduces themselves in bases. Now let's explain all

these titles in detail one by one.
2.2.1 New Technological Advances

In the literature of transnationalism, one of thsadreements is, as | mentioned
above, concerned with newness of the phenomenahwaie showed as the
conditions in which the transnational ties emergdthe appearance of new
technological advances, for many, is thought as sie& of contemporary societies.
(Portes and others) No doubt that the developmidais took place especially in
software systems, computers and transportation dmdnfluence on all socio-
political, economic characteristic of contemporaogieties. However, the question
whether this effect is new or not is an open digptihere is evidence that in various
ways and to different degrees dispersed populapoeserved their contact with the
places from where they migrat@fd]'hus, in real sense, establishing or continuing
contacts with home country is not a phenomenon lwhg special to today’s
technological advancement. The existence of theexions migrants had with their
home country in early times was also prevalent. Wiammigrants from Europe who
settled in U.S in nineteen century, for examplejntagned family ties, by sending
both letters and monéy. All these simple letters knitted together transoie
migration networks with remarkable effectiven&ssloreover, remittances that are
sent by migrants to their home countries, anddhatconsidered as one of the motor

dynamic of the contemporary transnational procesg&re also important

% Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina i&an Blanc “From Immigrant to Transmigrant:
Theorizing Transnational Migration” iinthropological Quarteriyol.68, No.1, 1995a, p.51

% |bid. ,p.51

2" Roger Waldinger and David Fitzgerald, op.cit.1188
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characteristics of the ties migrants had beforearGao, for example, says, at the
turn of the twenty century, European migration t8 Blso created large overseas
market like textile, clothin(j*.3 In addition to this, the contributions of the
technological inventions, such as telegraph anansttip in the appearance of such

markets on historical scene are indisputable.

In spite of all these historical facts, it is p@&dtout that the main difference that
separates contemporary technological advancesdtdrforms are new peculiarities
created by recent technological innovations. Ineotvords, as they are used to
connect small or large units, the density and feegy of the communication are
much more effective than ever before. For exanmplemphasizing the significance
of the networks concerning the emergence of traisra ties, Vertoveg attracts

attentions to the roles of technological phenomena;

...today these systems of ties, interactions, exehamgd mobility

function intensively and real time while being satethroughout the
world. New technologies, especially involving telemunications, serve
to connect such networks with increasing speedediiciency”®

As differs from old times’ transnationalism, heree vare facing the real time
dispersion of the messages and also its effectaslmterpretation related to the role

of technology in emergence of transnational prqdesges says as follows:

[Although]... a plenty of instances of trasnatiasal can be found in the
history of immigration, the phenomenon has beearga/big push by the
advent of new technologies in transportation aniédaemmunications
which greatly facilitated rapid communication acsosational borders
and long distances. No matter how strong the motaa of earlier
immigrants to sustain ties- economic political acwltural- with their
countries of origin, the means at their disposaktwomplish this goal
were quite meager in comparison to those availalde today’s
sojourners. This explains a good part, if not aif, the density and

% Luis Eduardo Guarnizo, “The Economics of Transmal living” in International Migration
Reviewo0l.37, No.3, 2003, p.673

29 Steven Vertoveg, 1999, op.cit. , p.447
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complexity achieved by contemporary immigrant trexti®nalism and
indeed is largely responsible for its discoveryaaphenomenon worth
scholarly attention®

As it becomes clear from above, new technologidahaces are generally taken up
as the most important factor for transnational pineena. The application of these
innovations into migrant activities resulted in dprdistance social, economic,

political ties which were not possibly establistigdmigrants in the past;

Transnational enterprises did not proliferate amagaylier immigrants
because the technological conditions of the timeé dot make the
communications across national borders rapid andyedt was not
possible for would-be transnational entreprenewrsravel to Poland or
Italy over the weekend and be back in their jobNéw York by Monday.
Nor would it have been possible for leaders of ammigrant civic
committee to keep in daily contact with the maybraoRussian or
Austrian town in order to learn how a public worksoject, financed
with the immigrant money, was progressing. Comnatiuas were slow
and, thus, many of the transnational enterprisescdbed in today’s
literature could not have developed. The ready labdity of the air
transport, long distance telephone, fax-simile camication, and
electronic mail provides the technological basistfte emergence of the
transnationalism on a mass scafe

Although the importance of these unprecedenteccsffef all recent technological
advances, we should not overlook the significancéhe milieu with which they
have dialectical relationship. To explain, new teabgical innovations are, no
doubt, being used to produce a kind of time-spataion in order to spread market
economy in global level. Transnational process iregua series of time - and space-

compressing, technological innovations and teeimmercia diffusion3? Thus, the

%0 Alejandro Portes, “Conclusions: Theoretical Cogegices and Empirical Evidence in the Study of
Immigrant Transnationalism” imternational Migration Reviewol.37, No.3, 2003, p.875

#Alejandro Portes, Luis Eduardo Guarnizo, and Patri@ndolt, “The study of Transnationalism:
Pitfalls and Promise of An Emergent Research FigidEthnic and Racial Studied/ol.2, No.22,
1999, p.223

32 Alejandro Portes, “ Conclusion: Towards a New Worthe Origins and Effects of Transnational
Migration” in Ethnic and Racial studie¥0l.22, No.2, 1999, p.464

17



transformation of space-time relationship is, byurg, including another motivation
or power which is global capitalism, let alone leithe spontaneous result of

technological advances themselves.

Thus, we are facing restructuring of the capitalistld order, as a context in which
technology is continuously commercialized. Yet,tteabject deserves a different
title.

2.2.2 Global Restructuring of Capital

As | tried to make it clear before, since new teatbgical opportunities have been
used in the service of capitalist objectives, tk& rransnational processes did not
emerge spontaneously just owing to technologicahades. The motivation lying
behind the emergence of transnational processdgeastly related to the current
global restructuring of capitalism. Schiller and riviner point out the early
assumptions about transnationalism;

The first wave of transnational studies producedea of problematic
assumptions. First, scholars tented to see comratiaits technology-
computers telephones, televisions, communicatidellisas, and other
electronic innovations- as the motor of change.dgatl/, we could all
visually experience the same war, the same conagrtthe same
commercial and share the information age. The powér new
technology, combined with the postmodern insistemcéhe stability of
the past and fluidity of the present, led to a estbrude technological
determinism strangely contrasting with the otheewisonstructivist
impetus of much of this literature. This impededcdssion of the
broader social and economic forces past and presehich had shaped
the transnational ties that linked the globe togethin addition, the
impact of past technologies which facilitated poes leaps in global
integration- including the steamship, the telegraggbephone, and radio
were dismissed or forgottén

¥ Nina Glick Schiller and Andreas Wimmer, “Methodgical Nationalism, the Social Sciences, and
the Study of Migration: An Essay in Historical Beisiology inInternational Migration Review,
Vol.37, No.3, 2003, p.596
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In that critique, which is inclined towards earlelebrations of transnational
processes, the fundamental point seems to be g®ned of historical perspective in
transnational studies. Historically, capitalismeigtering into a new phase in global
level. This phase must be read as a main dynamnig behind the coming into being

of transnationalism’ Schiller, Basch and Blanch add in another article;

Capitalism from its beginning has been a systepraduction dependent
on global interconnections between the people efworld. Today we
are facing a reconstitution of the structure of aewlation so that not
only are profits accumulated globally, but all parmof the world have
been incorporated into a single system of produgtiovestment and
communication, and distributi

To look better at the ways in which current regtitiag of global capitalism has led
to transnationalization of migration, understandaighe application of the current
technological advances into the capitalist producstands for an important point.
To terminate 1970s economic crisis that stemmedelg, from structural problems,
the technological advances were utilized in indaktation processes.
Technological innovations in automation, synthetibhemistry, and electronic
engineering produced enormous accumulation of a&hpitmprovement in
communication and transportatidhThis application was so effective that it has
changed the mentality of the production deeplyth&t first hand, the diminishing of
the transportation expenses of goods produced ffareint regions of the world
reduced the need for the physical labodeveloped countries with time. This was
really a vital point in terms of migrants who weneited to the host country. Their
physical labor in developed countries is not delsarymore and, thus, the need for
them became meaningless, because new term, whieghedpwith application of

technological advances into capitalist productiovas also the cause of de-

34 Since the relationship between globalism and tratisnalism is a subject of another chapter in this
study, it is not being detailed here.

% Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995a, op.cit. , p.50

% Masao Miyoshi, “A Borderless World? From Colorsafi to Transnationalism and the Decline of
the Nation —State” ilCritical Inquiry Vol.19, No.4, 1993, p.734
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industrialization of developed regions of the wotltrestments started to be directed
to outside of the developed regions where investars find trained or trainable
cheap labor forces, tax inducements, political istpband adequate infrastructure
and relaxed environmental protection rules; alse #bsence of civil rights

consciousness, underdeveloped unionism and femisisnucial®’

Capital is being channeled into key sectors andiomg while the
infrastructure of transportation, education, heakhrvices are stripped
away from those countries, and sections of couniaied cities, defined
as superfluous to the newly defined circuits oflthe@and power. Attacks
on the infrastructure take the form of structurdjwstment programs in
debtor countries and calls for reduced taxes andlipuspending in
capital exporting countries such as the IS

The diminishing prices for transportation and comioation not only caused
shifting of factories from develop regions to uneleyped countries because of the
low productive power, but also created new cagitahentality whose fundamental
characteristic idlexibility. The fast and effective communication between pced
and purchaser or customer altered the structurecagiitalist production and
marketing thoroughly. In this new time-space relatithat has commercialized
thanks to the current technological innovationsnt@st to the Fordism, the
production system is made according to the instamands of purchaser. Naturally,
this post-fordist production structure brought abthe flexible insecure working
conditions. This restructuring, under post -fordisncludes policies of economic
privatization, decentralization of state power, atdictural adjustment that regulate

but also justify peoples’ exclusion from resouragésle shaping their expectatiori.

All these factors are major in the sense of dinhimig of manufactories and of rising

service sector in developed countries. The destabdn of the global market

¥bid. , p.740
3 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, op.cit. 1995a, p.50

%% Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, “ Transnationalism, Nation-States,
and Culture”, inCurrent Anthropology Vol.36, No.4, 1995b, p.686
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naturally affected the situation of the migrantespion in developed countries. The
diminishing of the demand for manual labor in depeld countries due to the de-
industrialization process firstly paved the way dbolishment of the full time, secure
jobs. All these rights were replaced with insecpeat time, low—paying jobs.
Secondly, service sector jobs are generally cangisf the similar insecure working
conditions on the one hand; they also necessitate gjualifications from migrants
who came to work in manual sectors on the othee dhly way for the migrants
who are lacking of minimum qualifications for seisector was/is creating their
own way to survive. In many contexts, this mearss ititensification of networks
between migrant communities more than ever befodeta be active in small scale
entrepreneurial areas. For example, to Portesethasl conditions encouraging
immigrants to seek an alternative autonomous pedhthe fundamental reasons of

immigrant transnationalisif.

Although the economic restructuring of global calpst world order and passing
onto a new term concerning the changing mentafitgamnomic accumulation are
the main factors and the motor power of the emergef the immigrants’ social
political and economic transnationalism, surelysinot the last. In that context, |
should mention another reason of the immigrantsmmationalism- another reason

which is also the direct outcome of capitalist masturing.

2.2.3 Racism in Developed Regions of the aNd

The new restructuring processes both destabilixiithg economic orders and

created new inequalities between and within nasi@ates in global level.

Capitalism is being deployed spatially and regidnah Asia, Europe
and Latin America and Africa in ways that modifye trelationship
between these regions and the world system theselopenents has

40" Alejandro Portes ,“Global Villagers: The rise ofafsnational Communities” irAmerican
Prospect 1996, p.1
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direct effect on local class formation and disttion of power within
and between staté$

Differing from the part of “Global Restructuring Gfapital” in which I try to narrate

the effects of the process in terms of the migravite were invited to developed
countries for manual labor, restructuring proceas hlso brought about the new
migration patterns dominating international areamfr1980s, 1990s and on. In
accordance with quotation, the new term signs magualities between and within
nation-sates. Especially, with the intensificatmfnneo-liberal social and economic
policies as result of restructuring process, thetatslization of global economy
greatly contributed to the deterioration of locabeomic conditions, and ensuing
shrinkage of opportunities. Guarnizo and Diaz eixpia the context of one of the
third world countries, Colombia, how finally migiat became “thing to do” in

detailed way:

By mid 1995, however, sign of an unexpected ecandm@akdown

began to intrude. Two main factors help to expldiis sudden
downturn... [Itf] was associated with after effectdNafo-Liberal reforms
in the country, which included the total openingtbé economy to
international markets and capital, the privatizatiof state-owned firms,
cuts in public expenditures, and the eliminatiorso€ial subsidies and
programmes. In the face of this new economic apgrpdarge

multinational corporations that occupied criticabgitions in the local
and regional economy changed their business styatbtany of them
closed their plants altogether and relocated eitladroad or in other
regions of the country; others streamlined productieliminating lines
that were no longer competitive given the outpayriof cheaper
imported good$?

The massive growth of indebtedness and economienaiment inevitably came
after this neo-liberal infiltration of capital inthird world countries. Those kinds of
macro economic formations reflected onto mundafee df people as widespread

deterioration in life standards. Experienced sucmddions in their homeland,

“Llbid. , p.686

“2 Luis Eduardo Guarnizo and Luz Marina Diaz, “Traatgsnal Migration: a View from Colombia” in
Ethnic and Racial Studie¥pl.22, No.2, 1999, p.400
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professionals, skilled workers, unskilled workenmsierchants and agricultural
producers all have fled to global cities or to doess such as U.S. that still play
central roles in capital accumulatibhHowever, the effects of restructuring process
have been, quite normally, felt in developed caastras well. The new socio-
economic policies have put pressure on welfaree sttuctures in developed
countries. As has been mentioned above, the destinalization process that
materialized owing to restructuring of global capgm diminished the need for
manual workers in developed countries sharply. Fikeading of capital toward
undeveloped regions of the world where the costgroductive power are cheap in
comparison with that of developed countries, lighiteconomic possibilities. The
dissolving of new opportunities in economic sens®ught along economic
insecurity. The difficulties of finding full timeojps in such dlexible economy, the
rise of unemployment not only among migrants beb alatural citizens gave rise to
social insecurity The pressure that new neo liberal process puhersocial state
started many discussions which are extending frém testriction of social
allowances to sending immigrants bd¢khe reflections of these global processes

on local social and political fields showed thenasslin racist way many times;

[Once] in these countries, immigrants confront apening economic
crises that often limits the economic possibilitesl security many are
able to obtain. Moreover, those sectors of the emirimmigrant
population who find themselves radicalized as “Hisjg” “Asian” or
“Black” find that even if they obtain a secure pumsn, they face daily
discrimination in the pursuit of their life actiigs?

3 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina®an Blanc, 1995a, op.cit. , p.50

44 For detailed account of the threats of neo libsmako nation states and the reaction of themig th
look at Catherine Bowill and MArgeret Leppard, “Régdion Policies and Education: Exploring the
Contradictions of Neo-liberal Globalization”, (Blobalisation, Societies and Educatjoviol.4, No.3,
2006,

45 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995a, op. cit. , p.50
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2.2.4 Changing of Nation Building Process

Another chain of argumentations coming into beinguad the concept of
transnationalism, stems generally from the rolenation-state in global level. The
global restructuring of capital has not only cautieel emergence of new political
forms in terms of nation-sdfebut also affected their substance and import, and
concomitant constructions of identfty. It is maintained that the process of
globalization affects nation-states in two differemys; first, the process of vigorous
penetration of global capital and culture into trwmination area 6% nation- states
through international firms, associations and globadia fromabovegets weaker
them in global scene on the one hé&hdRegarding that, the adjective of
transnationalism, especially, in social sciencetestiato be used to draw attention to
the restructuring of capital globally and the dimsining significance of national
boundaries in the production and distribution ofjeots, ideas and peoﬁ%.
However, secondly, that suppression and diffusibrsupra -national powers on
nation-states give rise to scattered and disparsaements in the level of locality
on the other hand. The reactions becoming appa®nhformal economy, ethnic
nationalism, and grassroots activism are cominlgltnelowf31 As related to both, the
permeability of borders especially signaled by miigm is thought by some as
demise of nation-state’s ability to form and disicie its subject§? However, if
mutations the nation-states has undergone in ne@ablcontext are taken into

consideration, it is clear enough that the idederhise of nation-state is early and

4 ook at Trubek, D M.,Mosher, J &Rothstein, J.“Bransnationalism in the Regulation of Labor
Relations: International Regimes and Transnatidmsocacy Networks” in Law and Social Inquiry,
2000

" Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995b, op.cit. , p.684

“8 ESF Forward Look Report 2, op. cit. , p.9

“9 Luis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Peter Smith citp, p.1

5ONina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stama8lanc, 1995a, op. cit. , p.49

®! LLuis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Peter Smith citp, p.1

52 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995a, op. cit. , p.50
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haste evaluation. Even a slipshod glance would sthaw all capitalistic tasks are
performed by nation-state such as creating cagiitalibjects, governing populations
who will work and accept the world of vastly incsed inequalities of wealth and
power, and that financial interest and transnatiooaglomerates continue to rely on

the legitimacy and legal, fiscal, and policing sttwes of nation-stat®.

On the other hand, as been said, it doesn’t megtmtition-states haven’t changed.
In response to attacks of new restructuring praees$ capitalism, it developed new
abilities to survive. One of such strategies, foaraple in terms immigrant sending
nations, is to perceive their expatriates as acgowof investment, entrepreneurial
initiatives and markets for home country comparaes the vehicles of political
representation abroad. In that sense many govemsrnésending nation- states have
rushed to grant their citizens abroad dual natignaivhile encouraging them to
naturalize and participate politically in the rede§ nation>* Luis Eduardo
Guarnizo, and Luz marina Diaz observe one of thestmmivid example of this in
changing strategies of Colombian state. They empilafough new strategies how
Colombian state tries to reposition itself in nevobal political economy,

particularly vis-a-vis United States.

Migrants are now perceived not only as an importaatirce of hard
currency and technological innovation (in the foohforeign trained
personnel), but also potential advocates of “naéilinnterest before the
US government. To strengthen migrants’ ability taypa dual role as
dollar generators and international advocates, thelombian state has
introduced a series of reforms and programmes, sisctual nationality
in1991; global electronic network of Colombian 3dist in 1993; and
the Programme Colombian Para Todos in 1896

All these efforts of immigrant sending nation-statte consolidate their own situation

in new global economy make the assumptions on withiehideology of nation-state

*3|bid. , p.50
4 Alejandro Portes, 1999, op.cit. , p.467

%5 LLuis Eduardo Guarnizo and Luz Marina Diaz, op.qit.398
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is based, disputatious. In another words, if waklhgitizenship as belonging to a
particular territorialized state, the situation thie immigrants abroad with dual
citizenship signifies new dimensions of contempgrstructure of nation-states. In
their study on Haitian transnationalism, Nina Gls&hiller and Georges E. Fouron
emphasize the new elements of transnational igerfttie extension of citizenship
rights to out-migrant consisting of legal citizeasd/or legal or illegal residents of
other countries, and referring to Haitian immiggaint the United States as “the tenth
department” (Haiti being divided into nine geograahunits known as departments)

are considered new forms of transnational natiatest

This new form of nationalism points out de-teriidtived nation-state. This means a
new era in which states that can claim dispersgdlptions to construct themselves
as de-territorialized nation satésAlthough migrants are demanded to swear alliance
only to the receiving state, dominant forces iroladending states imagine their

states to exist wherever their immigrants have liesorporated®

In terms of receiving countries, we are facing vatldifferent dilemma from which

nation-state ideology suffers as well. The natitateswhich was established to care
for its own citizens also has to care for a migraho is, in fact, a member of another
nation-state. Although the ideology of the natitaies defines migrant as an alien or
outsider, s/he is a long-term inhabitant in, angtgrated part of, nation-state in
which s/he lives as a worker, insured by nationateans, tax-payer and also

consumer? In short, it can be said that current forms of izdpaccumulation,

°¢ Tamar Diana Wilson, “The Deterritorialization dfet Nation-State, Immigrants and the Citizenship
Dynamics” inLatin American Perspective#ol.24, No.2, 1997, p.118 (Book Review)

* Linda Basch, Nina Glick Schiller and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995, op.cit.
*8 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina SzanBlanc, 1995a, op.cit. , p.51

¥ Rinus Penninx, “International Migration in WestefBurope Since 1973: Developments,
Mechanisms and Controls” international Migration Review.20, N.4, 1986, p.971

26



concomitant alterations in the formation of allsdas and strata interpenetrate the

political and economic processes of nation-staétesighout the worl°

2.3 The Concept of Diaspora or Transnationalism ihnternational Migration

Studies?

As has been mentioned above, one of the two geretajues which have been
directed toward transnational literature is pertajnto the tension between the
concept of diaspora and the transnationalism. Witrder-crossing activities
becoming widespread and the changing of migratattems generally as outcomes
of the global restructuring process, the concepdia$pora became insufficient for
explaining these new immigration categories. Thareef many thinkers tried to
recover the concept by changing its content to rstded new phenomena
materializing in international migration. One okefe efforts made to develop the
meaning of the concept of diaspora belongs to theh®e Reis. In his article, he
tries to modify the concept for migration studiBg. using historical perspective, he
talks of three different meanings that the condems include historicall§* (1)
Classical Period in which the concept of diasparaused to make reference to
ancient Greeks (2) Modern period in which it sigrsf some groups or people
emerged owing to slavery or colonization termsl@e- Modern (After World War

Il to onwards) in which the concept of diasporads used anymore just to show the
bad reasons of migration; rather it means some rdiggalying behind migration
process such as tourism or economy. The last mgafithe diaspora stands for a
rupture in historical development of the concepaniély, the concept of diaspora,
which has been used related especially to forcegation of the Jewish community,

should not only be thought with the negative teamgmore.

%0 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina 1&an, op.cit. 1995a, p.52

®1 Michele Reis, “Theorizing Diaspora: Perspectives‘@lassical” and “Contemporary” Diaspora”,
in International Migration Vol.42, No.2, 2004
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However this thesis puts a distance between igselfthe ideas proposing the use the
concept of the diaspora for understanding new rtogygpatterns. The main reason
for this is that when the same conceptual toolsedy it is not clear whether a
migration group, single individuals or a diasposanmeant. Thus, the more the
meaning of the concept is forced, the more it bexooseles¥ In that context, three
fundamental comparisons between the reference pointhe concepts of diaspora
and transnationalism might show us the reasonshyf tive first one is not enough
anymore in discovering new dynamics of internatiomégration, whereas second

one is more suitable for understanding contempdmamations.

First, the frameworks derived from the concept litsgllow us to analyze

simultaneous connections of the migrants betweesh &xwd home country. Contrast
to the concept of diaspora which was/is used inramign studies, the concept of
transnationalism does not divide migration process two parts, such as before
migration and after migration that are broken freach other rigidly. Furthermore, it
makes possible to conceptualize new transnatigpetes formed by the migrants
between home and host country. In that sense, ip@tion studies, which have, up
to now, focused on people’ movements, insert theutzation of symbols, signs and

ideas into its field of analysis from now on.

Second the concept, as has been mentioned befaritysbroadens the dimensions
of migration patterns by relating it to global dafist restructuring process. With the
rise of global capitalist restructuring procesg #tructural changes have first taken

place in organization of international firms. Themculation of labor accompanying

%2 The corpus and discussions pertaining to the ilirf the concept of diaspora is very broad and
partly outside of this thesis. However to underdtéive passing from the concept of diaspora to the
concept of transnatinolism in international migratstudies as a theoretical framework, please &ok
Reis, M, ( 2004)Theorizing Diaspora: Perspectives on “Classical’ @afiContemporary” Diaspora

in International Migration Vol.42 No.2; Cohen R. (1997%lobal Diasporas: An Introduction
(London: Routledge). In addition to this, a dethiémalysis of the efforts made to recover the mreani
of the concept of diaspora against the conceptrafshationalism look at Besim Can Zirh,
“Transnationalism: A New Theoretical Frame and Némalytical Tool in International Migration
Studies” (Unpublished Master Thesis: 2005)
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to that process has replaced the old meanings nnastates and the national
borders. To explain the phenomena emerged in @visaontext, there is a need for a
new concept which is also operational outside d¢ibna state based sociolo§yBy
widening the research area from nation-state basetlansnational process, the
concept gives us an opportunity to understand therom mundane (or not)
phenomena which are direct reflections of macrobalocapitalist restructuring

process.

Third, the concept of transnationalism, contragth concept of diaspora, provides
us with the opportunity to examine migratory phepom which don’t contain
characteristics of community formation. In otherrds all border crossing activities
don’t result in emerging of communities in host ewy.®* Although making sense of
transnational practices and placing them into p@r@erspective still requires much
conceptual, methodological and empirical Wrknd the concept is sometimes far
from signaling a common, reconciled meaning sinég often used various contexts
by making reference to disparate, and time to ticoaflicting theoretical accounts.
Equally it is certain that it is more functionalath the concept of diaspora in
international migration studies. The new dimensiohghe migration patterns, for
example, created by technological developments agdhternet and satellite makes
possible the existence of new life areas outsid#iagfporic groups in host society. In
other words, the new fashions of migrant existespming up today in host societies

today which are not necessarily direct outcomdsmied or religiousmigration.

Yet, these three are not the only reasons of thed nior the concept of
transnationalism or the conceptions which are predufrom it. For Guarnizo and
Smith, although the events and effects named asrtegionalism are not new, for

reasons which include globalization, process of oltetzation, technological

63 Components of such sociology shall be shortlyitdater on.
% Steven Vertoveg, 1999, op. cit.

5 peggy Levitt, Josh DeWind and Steven Vertovegibp p.565
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development, transnationalism has reached partimitensity at a global level at the
end of the twentieth century; ‘intermittent spatmabbility, dense ocial ties, and
intense exchanges fostered by transmigrants acrassnal borders have indeed

reached unprecedented levéfs.’

Time-space compressions enabled by new technolofi@gormation
and fast and cheap travel have certainly wroughparant changes in
lives of contemporary migrants, but they may noebeugh to account
for contemporary forms of transnationalism. Posttistrial economic
strategies, the flexible system of accumulation thedeffects of the new
organization of capital in the world constitute, cacding to many
scholars, the bedrock of various forms of transsralism®’

Thus, it must be accepted that despite the conakptmovations, the concept of
diaspora does not include key points in itselfri@sg the intersecting and conflicting
points of complex contemporary phenomena that mestorming migration into

complex networks and activities. In that sensseé@ms far away from revealing both
new forms of migration in global level and new naigt consciousness in their

mundane life.

In this chapter, | have tried to give both roughimgons of the concept of
transnationalism and summary of the objections Wwlice inclined towards it by
some thinkers. In replying to these objectionsatl hwofold aim; describing the
historical contexts in which the need for the cquad transnationalism came to the
scene, and explaining main components of this sbristorically. Then, with the
help of such an approach, | have emphasized thertane of new technological
innovations and their application into productiopstems globally, new global
restructuring and all influences of these phasabdofunctions of the nation-states
sequentially. Afterwards, | sought to make it cléfaat in international migration

literature, although the concepts of “transnatimmal and “transmigration” are used

%5 uis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Peter Smith,ibp.p.4

®” Ralph Grillo, Bruno Riccio, Ruba Salih, “ Two MaleOf Transnationalism” URL:
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/development/documents/eigidfp.7
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in US and Europe generally to contextualize andndethe social, economic and
politic experience of the migrant$each of them has own general understanding; in
according to US based approach, transnationalisrangthens nations-states,
whereas it weakens them in the Europe approaclveé Ihighlighted newness of
transnationalism by explaining the fact that witile processes that cross the borders
of states are as old as states themsethescurrent restructuring of capitalisis
knitting the world together in ways that reconfigiine contemporary organization of
power and identitie¥ Thus, the movements of contemporary migrants have
differences from old forms of migration becaus@efv dimensions of capitalism. As
the restructuring process cleaves the old wayscoh@my and politics, it causes
emerging of social, economic and cultural recenm®of being and belonging for
migrants. Contrast to old migration in which migiarsettled in the countries of
reception’’ in this “new age of migratiod* migrants maintain strong connections
with the sending country. In that sense, the cotmwep used before to understand
migratory patterns, such as assimilation, accuitumaseem to be insufficient. In this
very context, the concept of diaspora, as a conghjuh takes its roots from this old
literature of migration, falls far from clarifyingew categories of migration naturally.
Through a comparison between the points to whieh dbncept of diaspora and
transnationalism make reference, | intended to wetltat at which points and in

what ways successor is superior to predecessor.

Yet, the main lines of the transnational theory ati# not clear. In subsequent
chapter, | shall develop some aspects of concepnualtheoretical transnationalism

to partly eliminate this unclearness. By focusing the lines separating it from

% Ibid. , p.4
% Nina Glick Schiller, 1997, op. cit. , p.155

" R.D. Grillo “Transnational Migration and Multicuitalism in Europe”, (Working Paper, 2001): p.7
URL : http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20pagév/PTC-01-08%20Grillo.pdf

1 Stephen Castles and Mark J. Miller, “The Age ofjMtion: International Population Movements in
the Modern World. (McMillan, 1998)
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similar concepts, | will clarify the conceptual tedrom which I will benefit in

following chapters.

32



CHAPTER IlI

TRANSNATIONALISM AS A THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Despite the frequent use of the transnationalisna dsamework in international
migration studies, talking about one single theshych is applicable to all migration
phenomena seems impossible. The confusion concevitkdhe exact meaning of
the concept of transnationalism is originating geltg from smoke screen walking
around the concept. Since the lines of it are eatdspecified enough, the concept
has been used in dissimilar ways, each of whichema&ference to different points.
Definitional problems about the concept seem tddee hindered the development
of the field’? Since the definitional borderlines of the concept not clear, it is
possible to come across the ways in which the qunseaised instead of some other
concepts, such as ‘“internationalism”, “globalism®de-nationalism”, “supra-

nationalism” and “multi-nationalism”.

To get a smoother version of the concept and avondeptual confusion that might
emerge in the coming parts of this thesis, wheee dbncept is used intensively,
thickening the lines between the concept of tratisnalism and some other
concepts articulated above seems indispensablereftine, | shall first concern
myself with the points separating the concept frathers like globalism,
internationalism, de-nationalism. Second, by punguhese dissimilarities, | shall
think about the limits of transnational activiti&y this, | mean, the specification of
what transnational activities are. Third, such aaneination, after mediated by
conceptual clarity, shall take me to both a clegfinition of the concept and of its
field of analysis. The most common discussion m literature seems to be done on

the complex relation of the concept with the glatztion.

2 Nina Glick Schiller, 1997, op. cit. , p.155
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3.1 What Transnationalism is not...

As it becomes clear from discussion above, the mmostmon ground on which
many reach an agreement in connection with thenitiefn of the concept of
transnationalism is its tightly knitted relationtkithe globalization process. The
close interconnections with the phenomena of gleatbn provide an origin for the
conceptual definition of transnationalism on thee dmand; they give rise to the
blurring of the definition on the other. In manyasyses on transnationalism, one can
easily see this conceptual confusion. Then, tohremamore crystal form of the
transnationalism, let's continue by thickening lines between the dissimilarities of

these concepts.

3.1.1. On Global, International, Multinational and Supra-national

To differentiate transnational activities from imtational, multinational and

supranational, the way that Portes follow is tokl@arefully at the actors creating
these relations. In that sense, international icelat are the relations that are
conducted by nation-states whereas multinationd@iies are the result of the acts
of formal institutions whose purpose and interésimscend a single nation-state.
Therefore, the transnational activities seem Iie dctivities which are initiated and
sustained by non-institutional actors across natitmorders?® In contrast Portes’

typology, Baubock puts the “national” at the badepolitical analysis. So, for

Baubdck, international relations are the extendeldtipns between independent
states and organizations in which these statesegresented by their governments.
United Nations is showed here as representativenpbeaof such relations. On the
other hand, Canada, Spain, Belgium or United Kimgdoe signified as examples of

multinationalism because of their internal relasorbetween their historic

3 Rainer Baubock, “Towards a Political Theory of Kigt Transnationalism” innternational
Migration Studiesv/ol.37, No.3, 2003, p.704
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communities who enjoy substantial political autoyoms for the supranational
relations, it requires pooling sovereignty of natgiates to form a larger federal
polity. After these important specifications, Baok&hows the European Union as
the only example of these kinds of relations. Ast,lgpolitical institutions and
practices that transcend the borders of indepenstatgés are transnational if they
involve simultaneous overlapping affiliations ofrpens to geographically separate

politics: To sum up;

Table 1: Relations and Phenomena Involving Distitwlities

Relations betweenitjpd Political phenomena
International External relations between International Law and
independent states international organizations
Multinational Several polities within an Autonomy for national
independent state minorities

Supranational Several independent states  Political integration in
within a larger polity the European Union

Transnational Overlapping polities between External and dual
independent states citizenship for migrants

Source: Rainer Baub6cKTowards a Political Theory of Migrant Transnatitise” in International
Migration Studiesv/ol.37, No.3, 2003, p.704

To specify better the lines between these fieldsthair relations with globalization,
we can also look at another approach. In herleytior example, Nina Glick
Schiller, by quoting from Daniel Mato’s articlejas to do away with definitional
problems between globalization, internationalisrd )lansnationalism. She says that
Mato defines globalization as “a long standingdmstl tendency toward increasing
[world wide] connection”. On the other hand Intdfomaal relations as relations
maintained between governments (or their agencles) invoke the nation-states

they are supposed to represent in the mutually @tigp so-called international
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system. In contrast, transnational relations talkeep between two or more social
subjects from two or more state-nations when atleae of these subjects is not an

agent of a government or inter-governmental orgsitn.*

When we look at the definitions closely made by ®Jait is clear that the
differentiation existing between international telas and transnational relations is
directly in connection with the agents or subjdits Portes’ account. The field of
transnationalism is encompassing all complex andtindimensional relations
between social subjects creating interactions hyigi@ating to the actions from
different nation-states, whereas international ti@ia deal with the systemic
interactions of nation-states. If we follow Matadefinition, then, that necessarily
brings us on to seeing the globalization as a sornite which international and
transnational relations are taking place, sincedlo®alization makes possible the
intensive interconnections of states (internatigmalcesses) on the one hand, and
social agents (transnational processes) on the bted by promoting world wide

connections continuously.

In her another article which is on Haitian transmsl social fields, Schiller and

Georges E. Fouron make the relationship of traimmalism and globalism clearer:

The emerging study of transnational migration igtpaf the trend to
study transnational processes and globalizatiorcaBise these terms are
being used widely but imprecisely, it is importemspecify how we are
using them. For us, the term globalization is besiployed for the
contemporary rapid and deregulateflows of capital that are
restructuring patterns of investment, producticaydr deployment and
consumption. In the course of these economic retstring ideas,
technology, and goods and services of all sorts m@ving rapidly
throughout the world. Suctiows can be termed ‘global’ in their scope
and impact. In contrast, certain movements of peojpleas and objects
are best defined as transnational rather than glob@ontemporary
transnational processes ftect globalization but are more limited in
scope. Transnational political, economic, socialdacultural processes

" Nina Glick Schiller, 1997, op. cit. , p.156
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(1) extend beyond the borders of a particular stateare shaped by the
policies and institutional practices of a particuland limited set of
states; and (2) include actors that are not states.

We should emphasis right now that according tothiese definitions in connection
with globalism and transnationalism, transnaticielld of analysis, as apart from
that of internationalism which is systemic examimratof interactions of nation-

states, acquires a sociological characteristicoldin transnational analysis, not only
the transnational identities but also the socialstmction of local and national
identities can be graspéd.n one of her article, she tries to sketch theaavé

“transnational studies” by separating them fronobgll studies”. For her, these are

two different levels of analysis;

In Global studies the concern is with the phenomtra affect the
planet. Capitalism is now, for example, a globateyn that has become
the context and medium of human relationships.t&€ha globalization,
accordingly, refers to periods of relatively incessl unequal integration
of the world through capitalist production, distution, marketing and
consumptior!

The globalization emerge here as a context darngckly with capitalist processes
and in which all other kinds of relations betweeates, organizations, states and
organizations, single humans and states, human hamdan are taking place.
Therefore globalization is the level of analysiattimust be taken into account in
dealing with interaction of each component with esthin return to the Global
studies, transnational studies...

...highlight the process and connections across fipesiate borders.
State actors and institutions are understood tonfygortant participants
in shaping but not limiting the social, culturalca@omic, and political
linkages of people. Transnational studies allowtasheorize about the

S Nina Glick Schiller and Georges E. Fouron, “ Tarseof Blood and Nation “Haitian Transnational
Social Fields” inEthnic and Racial Studiégol.22, No.2, 1999, p.343-344

® Quoted from Daniel Mato in Nina Glick Schiller, 98 op.cit. , p.156

" Nina Glick Schiller, 1997, op.cit. , p.156
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changing role nature of state by keeping state @sscund structures
within our frame of analysis and yet not confiniogr field of study
within the borders of any one stafé.

In making the definition of the transnational seg]i the emphasis that Schiller
makes is on the intersecting point of changing afl¢he state. It can thus be said
that although transnationalism is conceptualize&chiller's account as the way of
including Portes’ actor-oriented and Baubdck’s axatbriented, it is more than that.
Rather than making the emphasis on the actors theltition, she slides it on the way
of interaction in global context. If transnatiosali is a product of the present
conditions of global capitalism and the type ofatigins between labor and capital
that it generateS, then, the basic task of sociology is to go beyche
“methodological nationalismi®. Contrary to methodological nationalism, only
transnational level of analysis might shed light mew kind of exploitation8!
Similarly, for example, after defining globalizati@s social, economic, cultural and
demographic processes that take place within ratom also transcend them, and as
“the intensification of the world-wide social retats which link distant localities in
such a way that local happenings are shaped byt®eweourring many miles away
and vice versa’, M. Kearney attracts attentionh® tdisplacement” and says that
globalization means a decay of displacement omlgnfcenter to periphef}?. Today,

to get maximum profit, global capitalism createsnew kind of time-space
compression. That is, deterritorialization and nrétarialization of goods and

symbols cause new forms of identities and belorsyimyany of which are

8 |bid. , p.156

9 José Itzigsohn, Carlos Dore Cabral, Esther Herramdedina and Obed Vazquez “Mapping

Dominican Transnationalism: Narrow and Broad Tramismal Practicés in Ethnic and Racial
Studiesvol.22, No.2, 1999, p.318

8 For the ways through which new sociology is defia@d developed look at this article, Nina Glick
Schiller and Andreas Wimmer, “Methodological Naatiam, the Social Sciences, and the Study of
Migration: An Essay in Historical Epistemology International Migration Review\ol.37, No.3,
2003

81 Nina Glick Schiller, “Transnational Social Fieldmd Imperialism” inAnthropological Theory,
Vol.5, No.4, 2005, p.439-461

8 M. Kearney, “The Local and the Global: The Antholgmy of Globalization and Transnationalism”
in Annual review of Anthropologyol.24, 1995, p.547-565
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independent from specific locality in concrete genbBhe example of Haitian long
distance transnationalism is one of such mo¥elSince the direction of the
displacements is not clear today, all classificetiovhich were established on the
assumption that periphery is determined by centestrne renovated. This ability of
globalization to make chaotic embedded, disembeddedreembedded operatifhs
must be taken into account in thinking on boundadktransnational studies. In that
sense, a transnational framework must go beyondntie¢hodological nationalism”

that Schiller indicates.

After thickening the lines separating transnatidnain international, supra national
and multinational, and specifying its relation esply with globalism, I shall now

focus on the internal differences of the transmatiiem.
3.1.2 The Types and Characteristics of Transnatiodsm

Although the existence of growing interest in Trzatsonal studies, as has been
mentioned above, the confusion about what the ginexactly means still
dominates the literature pertaining to contenthef ¢oncept. In previous section, the
efforts oriented towards the clarification of trengible sides of the transnational
activities show automatically that abstract geneatibn of the field and activities do
not give researchers useful tools for grasping s&ctbe area. Therefore, following
guestions must be replied to specify the lineshef field to which transnational
studies might be applied. Can we name all bordessing activities as transnational
activity? If we can, to what extent might it be fudetheoretical framework to
examine migration phenomena in detail? In searctiorgthe answers of such
guestions, Steven Vertove¢ shows some areas teelféetd of transnational studies,

such as transnational business networks, sociaéments and cyber communitf&s.

8 Nina Glick Schiller and Georges E. Fouron, 1999¢ib.
8 Anthony GiddensModernligin Sonuglari(Ayrinti Yayinlari: 1998): p.28-40
8 Steven Vertoveg, “Transnational Social Formatidrmvards Conceptual Cross-fertilization” Paper

presented at Workshop on “Transnational Migrati@mmparative perspectives” June 30 —July 1
2001, Princeton University. p.4,
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Yet, he does not confine the field just to them. ddying examples of what others
examine under the title of transnational studies, duds, for instance, ethnic
diasporas, world wide terrorist networks, religioasganizations, globalized
occupational groups such as domestic workers, meafasex worker® However,

by following Vertoveg, if we take a glance at whdannerz says about the
transnational social formations, the dimensionsheffield is getting automatically

becoming huge. Hanner says as follow;

...tourism, charter flight hajj and other modern pitgages, invisible
colleagues in science, exchange students, au jxdg; fpreign pen pals
as part of growing up, transcontinental familiesiternational aid

bureaucracies, summer beach parties of backpackierrail-pass-

holders from all over, and among voluntary assaoia everything from
Amnesty International to the European Associatiofi $ocial

Anthropologists. It is these dispersed institutioassd communities,
groupings of people regularly coming together anavimg apart, short
term relationships or patterns of fleeting encountehich offer the

contexts in which globalization occurs as the peat@xperiences of a
great many people in networks where extremely dameanings flow.
These networks are indeed denser in some parteeoftvorld than in

others, but they are hardly now a feature only @&st®rn industrial

society?’

In very that point, we are facing with a dangerdenmg potential performance of the
concept into ineffective. Putting the field of spulike that as a way including all
border-crossing activities gives rise to emergihgseless concept in terms of social
science. However much, it is not possible to talloud a single theory of
transnationalism on which thinkers from differem¢as agree, but still the general
effects of the transnational migration that ard fetlay might, for Vertovec, be
summed up under three titlesgonomi¢ socio- cultura] and political. Economic
aspect is very extensive. The most significant fairthis is to be found in the

massive flow of remittances that migrants senchéofamilies and the communities

URL: http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20pap¥estovec2.pdf
®bid. , p.4

87 U.Hannerz,“the Global Ecumene As a Network of Neks” in Conceptualizing Socigtyed.
A.Kuper, (London .Routlage, 1992), p.34-56

40



in the sending countrié&. As social and cultural impacts, they maintain nse
linkages and exchanges between sending and regeiweimtext, including marriage
alliances, religious activity media and commoditgnsumption. For example,
Turkish television programs are received among Juakross Europe through
satellite and cable systems, while Muslim religiolesders circulate between
Morocco and Pakistan and their respective commasitn Europe. As for the
political aspect of the transnational phenomenay thare especially related to the
questions of dual citizenship and homeland polfficEhe arguments on citizenship
make, of course, the validity of some concepts Wlafous, such as nation-state,
national border, belonging to a nation-state. Lilsew the same typologies in a
different way are considered by Portes, Guarnizd aandolt. As differ from
Vertoveg’s approach, here the typologies are nedelgicted as opposite to each
other. Namely, political activities of party offals, government functitioners, or
community leaders whose main goals are achieverémpolitical power and
influence in sending or receiving countries are, dgample, considered a®rsus
economic initiates of transnational entrepreneurs wiobilize their contacts across
borders in search for suppliers, capital and mark&s connected to this “versus
“relation, writers form a second typology of traasionalim; powerful institutions
and actors such as multi-national corporationssiatés on the one hand, and those
that are result of grassroots initiatives by imraigs and their home country
counterparts on the other. For them, these a&tsvitire dubbing transnationalism

“from above”and ‘from below™®°

By the same token, similar aspects of transnatiemabare also conceptualized by
Itzighsohn, Cabral, Medina and Vazquez in theiricert on Dominican

transnationalism. In addition to adding one morgeatto transnational categories

8 Steven Vertoveg, “Transnational Challenges toNbe Multiculturalism”, Paper presented to the
ASA Conference80 March- 2 April 2001a, p.11

URL: http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20pap@/BTC-2K-06%20Vertovec.pdf

8 bid. , p.11

% Alejeandro Portes, Luis E. Guarnizo and Patrigiadolt , op.cit. p. 221
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like civic —societal the different aspect of that article is to trydiwide all aspects
into two categories in themselves. In so doingirthanm is to make the field more
concrete than before for empirical studies. By sifggg the transnational activities
in narrow and broad categories according to the principles of inStioglization
participationand movement, they seek to draw the tangible linesrarisnational
phenomena. To explain, narrow transnationalityreefe those people involved in
economic, political, social, or cultural practicést involve a regular movement
within the geographic transnational field, a higtvdl of institutionalization, or
constant personal involvement, whereas broad tediosrality refers to a series of
material and symbolic practices in which peopleaggin only sporadic physical
movement between the two countries, a low levelinstitutionalization or just
occasional personal involveméntAlternatively, a similar conceptualization to
measure up the transnational involvement of migratormed by making reference
to the concepts ofomprehensivend selectivetransnationalism. Here, the central
point is the prevalence of the transnational figith which migrant involved. The
individuals whose transnational practices involvans arenas of social life are
representing comprehensive transnationalist. Orother hand those who take part
only in a few area of social life are the exampiEselective transnationali$tAll in

all, the fundamental point in these efforts is &edmine better what transnational

area is and who the actors of transnational fiatds

3.1.3 Conceptual Clarity: Transnational Migration, Transnational Social Field,

Transmigrant

Evaluation of new migration patterns and the fiedd$ail new conceptualizations in
transnational perspective. As multi-stranded sodelations of migrantsare

coalesced with, and extended by, the existing nétsvdbetween home and host
country, the new type of old social forms springinpa transnational process. For

91 José Itzigsohn, Carlos Dore Cabral, Esther Hermhtiglina and Obed Vazguez, op.cit. , p.323

92 peggy Levitt, Josh DeWind and Steven Vertovegibp p.570
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example, remaining the strong connections with hioene country through the
cheaper and efficient modes of communicatigmaves the way for new kind of

immigrant types, components of which, for Alejanéartes, are as follow:

...dense networks across political borders credtgdmmigrants in their
guest for economic advancement and social recagnifThrough these
networks, an increasing numbers of people are &bléve dual lives.
Participants are often bilingual, move easily betwelifferent cultures,
frequently maintain homes in two countries, and sper economic,
political and cultural interests that require thgiresence in bot?:

Differing from old theoretical frameworks which amgenerally based on the
arguments pertaining to the incorporation or acecation processes in host societies,
new types of migrant and the places in which thgramits establish, various kinds of
relations between home and host countries are Bamined through new lenses.
Shortly, the emergence of these conceptual tools tha result of a need for

understanding of what goes on in real world.

Our earlier conceptions of immigrants no longerfsef ... now; a new
kind of migrating population is emerging, compos#dthose whose
networks, activities and patterns of life encomplasth their host and
home societies. Their lives cut across nationalnolauies and bring two
societies into a single social field ... a new comealization is needed in
order to come to terms with the experience and@ouosness of this new
migrant  population. We call this new conceptualzat
“transnationalism”, and describe the new type of gmnts as
transmigrants’>

The slides taken place from old immigration thesrieo the transnational

perspectives were necessary to catch up with thegds taken place not only in

9 Steven Vertoveg, 20014, op.cit. ,p.10

% Alejandro Portes, “Immigration Theory of a Newr@ie'y: Some Problems and the Opportunities”,
in International Migration Reviewyol.31, No.4 , 1997, p.812

% Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina StamzBlanc, “Towards a definition of
‘Transnationalism’: Introductory Remarks and ReskaQuestions”, In Nina Glick Schiller, Linda
Basch and Cristina Stanzon Blanc (Efigwards a Transnational Perspective on Migratifew
York: New York Academy of Sciences, 1992): p. ix-Xi
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social, political and economic surroundings of raigs but also in the mind of them.

Thus, this situation necessitates or signifies tyg& of migrant perforce.

Transmigrants are immigrants whose daily lives aepen multiple and
constant interconnections across national bordersl avhose public
identities are configured in relationship to the nmdhan one nation-sate
(Glick Schiller, et al.1992a; Bach et al. 1994).ejhare not sojourners
because they settle and become incorporated in ettenomy and
political institutions, localities and patterns déily life of the country in
which they reside. However, at the very same timey are engaged
elsewhere in the sense that they maintain conmestiouild institutions,
conduct transactions, and influence local and nadioevents in the
countries from which they emigrat&d.

In comparison with the migrant who settled in tlestrsociety and established life in
the boundaries of either home or host society,stragrants act in a social field
whose existence crosses national boundaries. Her awvords, incorporation or
acculturation is not the only options standing befthe transmigrants. Instead by
building social, economic and political relatioretween nations, they problematize
the matters of citizenship, and thus identity aetbbging. The field in which this
new type of migrant acts, forms another concepto@l Regarding the content of

this conceptual tool, ltzigsohn, Cabral, Medina &adguez says as follows;

Until recently, studies of immigrant communitiegevedcused mainly on
the process of incorporation and acculturation @hmigrants, and
limited to the ethnic communities they createdhm host societies. The
concept of transnational social fields arises tosatée immigrant
communities that do not delink themselves fromr theme country;
instead they keep and nourish their linkages ta fhlace of origin. This
is not an unheard phenomenon, nor a new one, bogrpss in
communication and transportation technologies halewed for an
increasing intensity and immediacy to those linlsagéhe emergence of
transnational social fields challenge to the acesepboundaries in the
study of political participation, social mobilitynd identity formation as
these processes takes place across national boigsdaather than
within them?’

% Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina SmanBlanc, 1995a, op. cit. , p.48

97 José Itzigsohn, Carlos Dore Cabral, Esther Hermhtiglina and Obed Vazguez, op.cit. , p.317
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Therefore, the existence of the transnational fieddone of the results of
technological innovations and relevant happenihgs t explained under the title of
“what changed” in this study. It must be promptiydsthat, the idea of transnational
social field is not like a liberatory rupture frotarritory as some, whose eyes are
dazzled with vapid form of postmodernism, put fordv® On the contrary, the
resources of the concept, although different fowhst are used in international
migration literature, are largely stemming from Baieu’s”® ideas which grasp social

field as a space in which social relations aredstructured by powéf?

Each field is relatively autonomous but structuyaHomologous with
others. Its structure, at any given moment, isrieitged by the relations
between the positions agents occupy in the fielfield is a dynamic
concept in that a change in agents’ positions nemeély entails a
change in the field structurd®

For Bourdieu, society is the space of differenkde space whose principle is none
other than the structure of the distribution offisrof power’? He says that

The field of power is the space of the relationfoofe between different
kinds of capital, more preciously, between the #gerho possess a
sufficient amount of one of the different kindscapital to be in a

position to dominate the corresponding fieftf>..

%Homi BhabhaThe Location of CulturéLondon: Routledge): 1994
% Pierre BourdieuSociology in QuestiofLondon; Sage): 1993

190 pegy Levitt and Nina Glick Schiller, “Conceptutig Simultaneity: A Transnational Social Field
Perspective on Society” imternational Migration Reviewo0l.38, No.3, 2004, p.1008

191 pierre BourdieuThe field of Cultural ProductiofColombia University Pres: 1999)
192 pjerre BourdieuPractical ReasorfStanford University Press: Stanford, Califorri@98) p.32

193 |bid. , p.34
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Therefore, not to give sufficient importance to tb&e of the state and the fights of
individuals for social positions, transnational mot, would mean forgetting the

importance of power relations.

The relationship between the concepts of transmigaad the transnational social
field, and the potential advantages of the conoépiasnational social field in terms
of migration studies are clarified by Schiller a@oluron in an effective way in their
article in which they search for the linkages ofitlda transnational social fields in
us;

Transnational migrations are a pattern of migration which persons,
although they move across national borders, satilé establish ongoing
social relations in a new state, maintain ongoiragial connections
within the polity from which they originated. Iratrsnational migration,
persons literally live their lives across interratal borders such
persons are best identified as “transmigrants”, thia, persons who
migrate and yet maintain or establish familial, romic, religious,
political or social relations in the state from whithey moved, even as
they also forge such relationships in the new statstates in which they
settle. They live within a “transnational sociaeli” that includes the
state from which they originated and the one inclvhihey settled. A
social field can be defined as an unbounded termafininterlocking
egocentric networks. It is a more encompassing ténman that of
network which is best applied to chains of socahtionship specific to
each person. The concept “transnational social dfiebllows us a
conceptual a methodological entry point into theeistigation of broader
social, economic and political process through whienigration
populations are embedded in more than one societyta which they
react. Because it focuses our attention on humaeraation and
situation of personal social relationship, the cept of social field
facilitates an analysis of the process by which ignamts continue to be
part of the fabric of daily life in their home staincluding its political
process->*

194 Nina Glick Schiller and Georges E. Fouron, 1999,ait. , p.344
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3.2 Transnationalism as Power Relations

All these effects of “new age migration” patterns global level seem to be the
reasons lying behind the need for a new conceptod and a theory in international
migration studies. In the light of these discussjothe broad definition of

transnationalism might be made like that;

[transnationalism]” as the process by which immigts forge and
sustain multi-stranded social relations that limgéther their societies of
origin and settlement. We call these processesshationalism to
emphasize that many immigrants today build sodeltld that cross
geographic, cultural and political borders...An ess&nelement is the
multiplicity of involvements that transmigrant sistin both and the
host societies. We are still groping for a languagedescribe these
social locationg®®

With the help of the definition above, Basch, SehjlSzanton specify the concept
and their opinions about it in details in such ayw@d) Transnational migration is
inextricably linked to the changing conditions dblgal capitalism and must be
analyzed within the context of global relations vimtn capital and labour.
(2) Transnationalism is a process by which migrantyuiph their daily activities
and social, economic, and political relations, t¥esocial fields that cross national
boundaries3) Bounded social science concepts that conflate palydbcation,
culture, and identity can limit the ability of resehers first to perceive and then to
analyze the phenomenon of transnationalidjBy living their lives across borders,
transmigrants find themselves confronted with andaged in the nation-building
processes of two or more nation-states. Their itlesitand practices are configured
by hegemonic categories, such as race and ethitficityare deeply embedded in the
nation building processes of these nation-stifds. addition to Schiller and Basch’s

fixings, in other efforts, confronting with otheremnings being mentioned with the

195 | inda Basch, Nina Glick Schiller and Cristina Sa Blanc, 1992, op.cit. , p.6

1% Quoted from Basch at. al. in Ralp Grillo, Bruniz, Ruba Salih, op. cit. , p.5
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concept is also possible, such as “third spacesptdcement”, “de-territorialization”

*07 “double consciousnes$®, “hybridity”.**°

and “re-territiorialization
However, this thesis prefers to grasp transnatitheadry as a vehicle to reveal power
relations existing in transnational social fields, therefore, prefers to situate itself
away from the approaches which are ready to cdkeltransnational categories as
newly liberatory patterns. What such approaches forget in conckphg
transnationalism as theory is basically that we lim global capitalist systef’
Thus, it means all potential capitalistic contréidits, such as class-oriented, gender-
based exist in transnational fields as well. Wkanbre, such naive expectations are
not being corrected by empirical data collectedhe field. Many empirical data
show that symbols of race, ethnicity, and rude fofmationalism are circulated and
reproduced in these fields again and agHifThus, what should always be kept in
mind is that transnational social field is the diedf power relations, just as other
fields of social life are. As conclusion, what mi&t understood by transnational
perspective in the scope of this thesis is an ambrdao examine every kind of
relations of domination being continuously reprcetlidoy the struggles between

transmigrants, institutions and states.
3.3 Towards a Critical Transnationalism
I shall conclude this chapter by considering trenth ofcritical transnationalisnto

develop my methodology which was partly formed ievious sections of this

chapter. In the very that point, one can ask tHataritical transnationalismmeans

107 Homi Bhabha, op.cit.
108 paul Gilroy,Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousnésendon: Verso. 1993)

109 james Clifford,Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twehti€entury (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press. 1997)

10| will focus on this subject in following chapters

11 For empirical data look at Nina Glick Schiller aGetorges E. Fouron, “ Terrains of Blood and
Nation “Haitian Transnational Social Fields”kthnic and Racial Studié$ol.22, No.2, 1999
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in international migration studies. Byritical transnationalism,| mean,a kind of
transnational approach which conceptualizes tratgmealism as the ways in which
power relations are being structured transnatiogalh global and local levels
mutually by the institutional or individual agerda&the process due to their struggle
for profit, social prestigious and examines therstdrically by bearing in mind
basically that we are living in the era of globapitalism**2

As it becomes clear from this definitidj one of the fundamental points of critical
transnationalism is thkistorical perspectivelt is important because changing roles
of nation-states in globalization process can dndy grasped with the help of
historical readings. As World system theorist sadpbaglization is not new

phenomenon**

Yet, it is being reconfigured today; early forms aflonization and
empire had also produced patterns of migration, dmerarchies of
cultural differences were constructed in™&entury in constant tension
with transnational process. The development ofabal economy has,
however, been sustained by the existence of sepaatibn-states whose
ability to control has rested upon the bounded dniehies of sameness

Y2 The term of critical transnationalism is not a nesmcept. It is used by Len Ang and Jon Stratton
to emphasize the role of nation-states in globpltakism and the diversity of different formatiof o
nation-states. By focusing on the example of Alistrand Asia perspectives, they conclude that, in
contrast to European modernizing and colonizingegtts East and West binary opposition, there are
different modernities. Yet, each of them must bdeaustood by considering their proper interaction
with dynamics and forces of global capitalism. dtthe frame of critical transnationalism which
enables us to think on these complex relationsltflpn Ang and Jon Stratton, “Asianing Australia:
Notes toward a critical transnationalism in cultwstudies” inCultural StudiesVol.10, No.1, 1996.
Look at the same volume for the critique of thispmach, Kuan-Hsing Chen, “Not yet the
postcolonial era: “The (supper) nation-state aadgnationalism of cultural studies: response to Ang
and Stratton”. However, the term of critical traatianalism | use here is stemming, to a large éxten
from the writings of Nina Glick Schiller, Sarah JaWMer and Pegy Levitt, Josh de Wind and Steven
Vertoveg, in a critical Marxist perspective. Hent@m using this term to signify the importance of
developing a transnational approach which keep$ idive by the continual critics of existing powe
relations.

113 Although this definition belongs to me, the comemis of it were taken from the paper which were
prepared on the results of the conference heldamshationalism: Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch
and Cristina Stanzon Blanc, “Transnationalism, dtatbtates, and Culture”, @urrent Anthropology
Vol.36, No.4, 1995, and Peggy Levitt, Josh DeWand Steven Vertovec “International perspectives
on Transnational Migration: An Introduction” international Migration Reviewol.37, No.3, 2003

14 ook especially at Immanuel WallersteinWorld Systems Analysis: An IntroductigBuke
University Pres: 2004) and other books on Worldt&ysTheory.
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and differences but that operated transnationallgontemporary
discussions of reconfiguration of nation-states rielationship to
transnational process must be grounded global negsliof history*

In addition to this, only global readings of histotan show us how historical

inequalities are being reproduced in transnatieneial fields.

The second fundamental base of the critical traimsmaism is the spatial

perspectiveJust as the historical perspective, this is algmoitant to understand the
context in which transnationalism is realizing. IAsave tried to show in the section
of “what changed” in this study, current restruictgrof capitalism is reconfiguring

the relationships of the states, regions and iddafs.

Capitalism is being deployed spatially and regidynah Asia, Europe,
Latin America, and Africa in ways that modify tledationships between
these regions and the world system. These devefiprnave a direct
effect of on class formation and the distributiodhpower within and
between states. They affect symbolic contestatodsthe content and
potency of national and regional narratives.

As | indicated, it is also possible to come acressie approaches in transnational
studies which overemphasize local-free structure trahsnational phenomena.
However, putting the concrete developments in dléhael with their spatial effects
seems to be one of the most important ways to dpvelcritical view with which

such early descriptions pertaining to the transnalism can be deeply criticized.

The third base of the critical transnationalisnthis contemporary restructuring of
global capitalism.As | sought to show since the beginning, the cistances in

which the transnationalism emerged did not come being spontaneously. The
restructuring of global capitalism change and attex existing conditions from

global to local and the other way around.

115 Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Stan Blanc, 1995b, op.cit. , p.686

118 |bid., p.686
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The social, economic and political formations takeace in
transnational social fields must be analyzed inmerof current regimes
of power that aim to regulate economies and diguplpeople. The
restructuring of global capitalism under post-fasdi includes policies of
economic privatization, decentralization of statwver, and structural
adjustment that regulate and but also justify pe&plexclusion from
resources while shaping their expectations. Howevethe
interconnections between policies and with represémns of cultural
sameness and differences are often kept distimmaple’s mind!’

Here, one of the fundamental tasks of critical $raationalism is to set up links
connecting these two sides to each other in thddrghistorical perspectivespatial
perspectiveand thecontemporary structuring of global capitalisane the backbones
of critical transnationalismwhich enable us to show whether existing power
relations is reconfigured or reaffirmed in trangmadl milieus. Hence, in the analysis
of transnational social fields, theritical transnational approactconsisted of the
synthesis of these three points is capable of gnogius with necessary analytical

bridges from global to local and vice versa.

In this chapter, | have made the lines thickerimligtishing transnationalism from
other formations or process. Then, | concerned thysgh types and internal

muddiness of the concept. By doing so, | aimedatallization of the transnational
perspective which | want to use in this study. Thaceptual clarification was also
necessary to acquire my conceptual tools with whieke transnational social fields
as fields of power relations. Finally, on the grdwhich grasps transnational social
field as field power relations, | tried to placeetleritical transnationalism as

theoretical approach of this study.

In following chapter, as in line with theritical transnational approach] shall

converge myself first to the conditions of Turkiktbor migration to Europe and
Germany historically. By pursuing the itinerary this migration story locally and
globally, I will secondly encompass it with the egence of contemporary

transnational conditions in Germany. After givirg tresults of my field research, |

"7 |bid., p.686
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will try to shed light on the network of power retas in transnational social fields
established by Turkish migrants by usisgatial perspectiveand restructuring

global capitalism
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CHAPTER IV

MIGRATION TO EUROPE, GERMANY
AND
TRANSNATIONALIZATION OF GERMAN CONTEXT

In the debates associated with the analysis ofsm@ional phenomena in
international migration studies, it seems thatuke of historical perspective is not
very much in the vogue. In general, the absendastérical view brings about the
sanctification of contemporary assumptions concgrrexisting conditions. Even
worse, it can also cause the celebration of conteanp situation impetuousf® In

that sense, to avoid falling into such a trap, his tchapter, | will present the
historical background of Turkish labor migration tBurope and Germany
sequentially. Here, understanding the conditiorts expectations in Turkey, Europe
and Germany at the time of migration is vital inder to develop an historical
approach from which | shall benefit to examine s$raationalization of German
context in contemporary times. Hence, associatedh wihe notion of

transnationalization of German context, what | shal is to rethink the effects of

globalism in the context of Germany in differentysanistorically.

4.1 Motivations for Migration in Turkey

To understand the motives of the labor migratiemfiTurkey to Europe, we can use
two different perspectives; in terms of individualsd in terms of Turkey migration
policy. In many field researches which have beemedap to now, it became evident

that economic reasons like saving money and segtiir family’s future seems to

18 For an example of historical perspective in trei®nal studies, among others, look at Roger
Rose, “Questions of Identity: Personhood and Ctilliég in Transnational Migration to the United
States irCritique of Anthropology/ol.15, No0.351,1995
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be the major components for becoming migrant wotkeFor that reason, most of
the workers planned to work in Europe for only fgears; they expected to return
home afterward. In that, the dominant motive thetped their interest in migration
was the expected economic return from employmen¥estern Europe based on
higher wages offered by European firth.What is more, the remittances that
Turkish migrants who already employed in Westermopge influenced the others
decision to immigrate. Additionally, in summers,rRKish migrants coming to Turkey
for summer vacation with expensive gifts and enooginey to buy land or home
also played one of the main roles in increasindgabbr migration from Turkey to
West Europe. Specifically, what should not be ftteyoto tell the importance of the
networks established by migrants themselves anerstiirough which information
and experiences pertaining to immigration are gpngaamong Turkish people. On
the other hand, economic reasons were not thematiwe for migration. According
to the findings, migrants had also some basic sodientions, like improving their
quality of life, changing the rural environmentwhich they live, and living in urban
areas. Yet, what is particularly significant isithgpal that is related to social status;
most of them, not necessarily in the host sociatyy ih home society, or more
properly, in their local community, wanted to aaquihigher social status and
prestige. That brings us on to seeing that theviddal preferences of many Turks to
migrate to Europe can be viewed as a human strafegypward social and
economic mobility***

In addition to such individual motives of the lalmigration, structure and the policy
of Turkey at that time was, in effect, the main aync producing the suitable

conditions for migration. Sabri Sayari, by quotifigm Zolberg, defines Turkey’s

119 sabri Sayari, “Migration Policies of Sending Caigs: Perspectives on the Turkish Experience”,
in Annals of American Academy of Political and So8ieencevol.485, 1986, p.90

120 |hid. , p.87-97
121 Nermin Abadan-Unat, “East-West vs. South-North idtipn: Effects Upon the Recruitment Areas
of the 1960s” innternational Migration RevieyWol.26, No.2, 1992, and, Sabri Sayari, “Migoat

Policies of Sending Countries: Perspectives on iShriExperience ” , iPAnnals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Scien¢el. 485, 1986, p87—-97
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migration policy as “permissive indifference” whicheans the absence of specific
legislation to control and shape migration phencmnef? Although the absence of
specific regulations was the reality, neverthelebstkey’'s promotion of labor
migration was formed around some considerationsualy, in terms of Turkey, it
was concerned with development and modernizatiothefcountry in the long run.
From the beginning, the migration was grasped kygbvernments as a dynamic to

accelerate country’s “top-down” model of moderni@at* In that sense,

...first policy concern was to use migration as a nsefar alleviating the
pressure on the domestic labor market. By exporpagple suffering
from unemployment seemed as attractive policy thgedo Turkey.
Second policy concern became explicit as time pasbarkey realized
the importance of the remittances of Turks emplapeBurope. They
were seen by governments as a strong way to cueigfeexchange
crisis of Turkish economy. Thirdly, the migrants rkiag in the

industrialized settings of western economy woulgliae new skills as a
result of their experiences abroad. As four, turgelicymakers believed
that migration would have a favorable impact on tinéggrants local

community through investments. Through that wayngier of

technology and machinery would materialize. Finallgirecting

migration towards Europe was better than to bigesitin Turkey. That is
to say, outward migration from Turkey was lookearupavorably by
some policymakers as a means of slowing down thk ta cities in

Turkey from rural area$?*

In the end, with such individual and structural esgations, which trigger to each
other many times, Turkey started to sign someiggatith European countries for

sending workers.

122 3abri Sayari, , op. cit. , p. 91
123 philip Martin, Elizabeth Midgley, Michale Teitelbm, “Migration and Development : Focus on

Turkey, inInternational Migration RevieyWol.35 No.2, 2001, p.604

124 sabri Sayari, op.cit. , p. 91-92
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4.2Turkish Migrants in Europe

The first labor migration process from Turkey tar&ee was the part of international
labor migration flow materialized from Mediterrameeountries to Western Europe
in 1960s. People from Mediterranean countries, sashlitaly, Yugoslavia and
Turkey, where there were limited job opportunitiesimigrated to developed
countries due to economic reasons. External maraduring these times became a
matter of governmental policy, frequently regulateg international bilateral
agreement$?® Thus, “in 1960s the government promote the expbsurplus labor,
in the hope that sending workers abroad from lessldped parts of the country
would bring the remittances and returned worketh skills acquired abroad needed
for modernization?® In that sense, this migration process can notxpéamed as
“free choice of the migrant”. The changing direntiof Turkish migration from
Europe to Arab countries later on also shows of hdymamics of Turkish
international labor migration were determined bygulations set by developed

nation-state$?’

Turkish migration to Western Europe has no colorvats*?®After post-war period,

with the economic boom taken place in Europe, aessuch as Holland, Belgium,
Austria and (Federal) Germany started to exercibemployment policies extended
vocational training, which resulted in a more faaipward mobility and in a large
number of employment vacancies in the socially sitdble, tiresome and dirty
jobs?° Although, at the beginning, relatively small nunsef people were involved

with the migration in Turkey, the growth of TurkigAbor migration occurred to

125 Nermin Abadan -Unat, “Implications of Migration &mancipation and Pseudo-Emancipation of
Turkish Women”, ininternational Migration Reviewol.11, No.1, 1977, p.31

126 philip Martin, Elizabeth Midgley, Michale Teitelben, op. cit. , p.596

127 Rinus Penninx, “Critical Review of Theory and Riee: The Case of Turkey” ilnternational
Migration Reviewol.16, No.4, 1982, p.785

128 Betigiil Ercan ArgunTurkey in Germany: The Transnational Sphere of Behkej (Routledge
New York & London 2003) p.x1

129 Nermin Abadan-Unat, 1977, op.cit., p. 31
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western countries between 1963 and 1966. In these years, through the
intercession of the Turkish Employment Servicetaltaround 180, 000 workers left
the country for West Germany, Belgium, Holland aagstria. However, the figure
of the workers must have been higher than thisaleeTurkish Employment Service
was not the only way, to immigrate; many went st countries and got the right to
legalize their situations there esaily. In thesestfiyears of the Turkish labor
migration to Europe, the composition of migrants, dontrast to that of next

migrants, generally consisted of skilled workgfs.

The real flow of Turkish migrants to Europe camé iouthe period between 1968
and 1973 through the intermediary of Turkish Emplent Service, approximately
525.000 Turkish workers were sent to Western EyrB@eercent of them migrating
to West Germany*

Here, there are some changes concerning the comoposf the migrants. First, the
proportion of women workers from Turkey in totatieased. Although other West
European countries recruited especially men, dutiagtime, almost a quarter of all
the workers who were legally recruited for Germaoysisted of women. Second,
West Germany especially was interested in qualifieackish workers, whereas the
Nederlands only recruited unskilled workers. At #ved of this period containing
massive migration of labor to Western Europe, ttoeks of Turkish workers had
greatly increased. By the middle of the 1974, Geynamployed 600, 000 Turkish
workers, Holland employed about 30.000 Turkish weosk and Austria and
Switzerland, Belgium and France also employed tands of Turkish workers, the
total number of legally employed Turkish workerscamting to over 700.000 in
19741%

130 bid. , p. 31
131 Rinus Penninx, 1982 op.cit. ,p.786

132 |bid. ,p.787
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However the labor migration, in pursuing years,tioared in different forms as well.
One of such forms was the family reunification. &splly, Germany is the country
in which it firstly became evident that labor migoa leads to migration of members
of the family. A similar development took place Holland later on. In 1964 the
proportion of married Turkish men workers in totas 56 percent and only less than
a third had their families in Germany. In 1972, gegcentages in the case of married
men were 86 percent and of whom 46 percent live@emmany. These comparison
shows that increased family reunification led tce amillion residents of Turkish
nationality only living in West Germany in 1974 aiho600.000 of whom were
workers™®? During the first four months of the 1975 almost f@&rcent of the
passengers on chartered flights for migrant workene 0-16 age group: As these
figures indicate, family reunification process lieeply changed the structure of the

Turkish migrant workers abroad.

In 1973, because of the oil crisis, European coemtproclaimed a halt to the
recruitment of migrant workers. The period of liedt growth and stagnation
emerged due to oil crisis affected almost all Eesp countries except for
Switzerland, Norway and Luxembourg. Despite theamadifferences, the general
tendency at that time was restrictionism in immiigra policies of immigration

countries-* Although, afterwards, Turkish labor migration wemt to the countries,
such as Austria, Switzerland and France, the blikwas very limited. In that, this
was the end of Turkish labor migration from TurkeyWestern Europe. After that,
the flow of Turkish labor migration headed towastsne Arab countries like Libya

and Saudi Arabia where greatest demand was caestitli

133 |bid. , p.787

134 Nermin Abadan Unat, Educational Problems of TurkMigrants Children, ininternational
Review of EducatiorVol.21, No.3, 1975, p.312

135 Rinus Penninx, “International Migration in WestefBurope Since 1973: Developments,
Mechanisms and Controls” International Migration Revieyol.20, No.4, 1986, p. 951, 952

13%Rinus Penninx, 1982, op.cit. , p.789
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However still, the recruitment halt that Europeauir@ries proclaimed in 1973 just
after oil crises meant the end of labor migratibrdid not stop the migration flow
wholly. As | mentioned, family reunification thatth already started before the
recruitment halt continued from 1974 to 1980 andsea the emergence of new
characterizations of Turkish migration in Europelswas increasing migration of
non-actives, decrease of return migration and asing of population because of
increasing birth rat&’ 28 In 1990, the Turkish migrant population in Europas
about 3 038 215%°

In the countries of European Union, there are apprately 3.800.000 Turkish
migrants today, 1.300.000 of whom became the aitafeéhe countries in which they
live.2*® Among others, the relationship between Turkey &mimany concerning

migrant workers has unique characteristics in maays.

4.3 Turkish Migrants in Germany

As has been said, the flow of workers from Turkeyw¥estern Europe started in
early 1960s. This migration process was initiatgdhe West German government
and West German employéfs.As in many European countries, in Germany the
Economic Miracle, after Second World War, produgeztedible demand for labor.
Before developing official Gastarbaiter/guest worlmlicy, firstly “some eight
million German refuges forced to move from the iteries of the 1937 German
Reich and Eastern Europe into the Federal Reptdiced ‘surplus labor’ to fill the
need. These were supplemented by approximatelg thiion Germans fleeing the

German Democratic Republic during 1950s. The evactif Berlin Wall in 1961

137 |bid., p.789

138 Another dynamic in increasing of Turkish migratioto Europe is asylums and it will be taken up
in following part.

139 This shows those who are Turkish citizen. Parlistaxy Assembly “Council of Europe”, “ The
situation of Turkish migrant workers in Europe”
URL: http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/WorkingDocs/D¢E®DC10358.htm

14Reportage with Farugen in Turkish Time, URLhttp://www.turkishtime.org/30/20_3_tr.asp

141 sabri Sayari op.cit., p.87-97
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resulted in stopping of this important flow of werk and economic needs compelled
the government to recruit additional labdt’Everyone involved this process, from
domestic workers to political parties, realized ttheconomic interests were
motivating recruiting workers and it was generalhgreed that permanent
immigration was not a goal. Subsequently, whatads rknown as Guest Worker
System was constructed by executive, largely withmblic debaté®® The labor
migration policy of Germany was the “rotation mddgrotationsprinzip”) which
means the complete regulation of foreign labor edingly the needs of the
market** Hence, foreign labor was thought only as an ecanemrkforce who you
can send back when it is not in demand anymore,stimal factors were not

considered®®

To meet the work force need, Germany signed assefieecruitment treaties with
Mediterranean countries and four hundred recruitnegfices established within
sending nations to locate labor&ts Germany and Turkey signed two treaties in
1961 and 1964 in such a context.

Although the recruitment started in 1961, the gtowt the Turkish population in
Germany took place in five year period between 1868 1973. “Labor migration
reached its height, 1973, the year when the revant ended. Owing to the
additional migration of family members, the Turkadhin 1971 become the largest
migrant worker nationality in Germany, when thaimber first surpassed Yugoslavs

and Italians. In fifteen year, from 1967 to 1988yKish population in Germany grew

142\Wesley D. Chapin, “The Turkish Diaspora in GernianyDiasporaVol.5, No.2, 1996

143 |bid.

144 Mehmet OkyayuzFederal Almanya’'nin Yabancilar Politika@boruk yayinlari;1999): p.32
15 |bid. , p.32

148 Quoted from Schmidt and Zimmerman, in Wesley Dafih, op. cit.
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to over one and a half milliort” It must be added that the rise of the Turkish
population in Germany stemmed also from asylum eesekFrom 1979 to 1994,
significant percent from Turké$? entered Germany as asylum seekers. Until 2001,
370.000 Turkish citizens have applied for asylunGiermany, first, in connection
with the 1980 military coup in Turkey, and, in pantar since the late 1980s, in

connection with the Kurdish conflict in southeas’rﬁ'ey.“g

Table 2. Turkish Asylum Applications, 1979-94

1979 | 18,044 | 1983 | 1,548 | 1987 | 11,426 | 1991 | 23,877
1980 | 57,913 | 1984 | 4,180 | 1988 | 14,873 | 1992 | 28,327
1981 6,302 1985 | 7,528 | 1989 | 20,020 | 1993 | 19,104

1982 3,688 1986 | 8,693 | 1990 22,082 1994 19,000
Source: Wesley D. Chapin, op. cit., p. 2

By this time, in Germany, discussions about thegrdtion of Turkish migrants had
already started. The two main themes around whiehdiscussions were formed
were that less hope for integration because otimlldifferences and that Germany
was, de facto, becoming an immigration country1983, as one of the result of
these discussions, the Kohl Government passedtialied Voluntary Repatriation
Encouragement Act which offered migrants finanamglentives, 10.500 Marks per
adult and 1.500 Marks per child, to return haitfeDespite its limited effect, by mid-
1984, 250.000 migrants, most of whom were Turksndd back to their home
countries. However, the rise of Turkish migrantspplation continued later on.
From the proclamation of the recruitment halt ir¥39o0 1994 the number Turkish

migrants in Germany reached to slightly over 2 ionll A migration story, which

147 Ali Gitmez, Czarina Wilpert, “A Micro Society arah Ethnic Community? Social Organization
and Ethnicity amongst Turkish Migrants in Berlin, éds. John Rex, Daniele Joly, Czarina Wilpert
“Immigrants Associations in Europe”,1987, p.89

148 There is no any certain information to speak alwwi many of the applicants Turkish or Kurdish
was.

149 Eva Ostergaard-Nielsefiransnational Politics: Turks and Kurds in GermgiRoutledge: 2003)

150 FarukSen, The Turkish Diaspora in Germany URL:
http://www.gantara.de/webcom/show_article.php/ 8t4ir-171/i.htmlI?PHPSESSID=5
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started first with the visit of few young Turks Wéest Germany as practical workers
to learn trades at the end of the 1950d)as acquired unpredictable characteristics;
among the European countries, Germany is the omdich largest Turkish migrant
population, 2.6 or 2.7 million live toddy?

Essentially, the rise of the number of Turkish raigs in Germany in such a way
that, and the way German governments have apprdachekish migrants are
phenomena whose reasons should be searched fbe ihidtory of this migration
process. According to Wesley D. Chapin, the eféddhese dynamics must be taken
into account, if the conditions in which permanemigration emerged want to be
understood: At first, not only Germany but alsoadlthe European countries which
recruited migrant workers temporarily did not calesithe probability of turning it
into permanent likely. One of the most importanasens for this was their
experiences pertaining to the immigration from BPe&do United States in early
nineteenth and early twenty century. Approximat@ly percent of those who
migrated to United States from Europe in the 1&&isrned home. Of those from
the 1890s, 45 percent returned home. Some 66 pgeastah migrants to Brazil came
back to home. Between 1907 and the outbreak ofitsteworld war, 20 percent of
German, 33 percent of Portuguese and poles, néambercent of south Italians, and
about 48 percent of English and north Italians rreed homé>® Having such
experiences concerning migration, Germany, likeeotBuropean countries, could
not develop a proper migration policy. In additimnthis, another factor impeding
Turkish return rates lies in the treaties signetitvben Germany and Turkey. In these
treaties one year work permits were initially giterthem. In 1965, the Foreign Act
made the entrance and tenure of all foreigners rakpe on the interest of the

Federal Republic. EU workers, in contrast, coulkendirect arrangements with a

151 Rinus Penninx, 1982, op.cit. , p.785
152 FarukSen, op.cit.

153 Quoted from Moch in Wesley D. Chapin, op. cit.
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German labor exchange office and were not subgeidtrictions or other conditions
when obtaining employment. The result of the ddferation was that more EU
workers rotated in and out of Germany, while manykish workers feared that
home for too long would jeopardize their work anelsidence permits. Not
surprisingly, between 1961 and 1976, nine of etenyltalians returned home, while
only three of every ten Turks returned. As thiteere is correlation between the time
a guest worker spends in Germany and his or hention of remaining. This time
drove many to make decision to live in Germany fésth, instead of developing a
migration policy, what successive governments hdeae was to proclaim that
Germany is not country of immigration. In doing $0,effect, they assumed that
guest workers short run orientations and marketef®would regulate the number of
foreigners. Yet, it did not work. Chapin shows tiomerang effect” as the fifth
reason; it was expected that economic downturnggadedy virtue of 1973 oil crisis
and the recruitment halt would reduce the numbesgworkers in the country. This
slowed entering of more guest workers to Germangt, Xonversely, it created
strong incentives for guest workers already in toentry to remain there. Few
workers wished to return to their homelands to ceafor jobs where job
opportunities were scarcer due to oil crisis. Whahore, despite the scarcity of job
opportunities, if a Turkish migrant did go out oé@any, the chance for him or her
to get back to Germany would be so limited becanfs¢he Foreign Act that |
mentioned above. As an outcome of these circumssanestead shrinking after the
oil crisis, the Turkish population actually gré¥.We can also talk about some other
reasons as well. As Faren, who is the director of the Center for Turkighdies
at the University of Duisburg-Essen, says, theataluce of employers concerning
rotation model of the migrant workers was one @& thasons. They don't want to
change skilled migrant workers with unskilled onasd with this approach

encouraged them to st&y.

154 Wesley D. Chapin, op. cit.

155 FarukSen, op. cit
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In addition to such reasons, the role of the famelynification in turning temporary
migrant into permanent settlers in the context efrtany must be emphasized. With
the first flow of migration, many Turkish migrantsalized that they would not
achieve their savings goal within time planned #mely decided to stay for longer
periods™® Later on, the changing of the Children Allowangegsam in a way of
paying for children on the condition that they liwely in boundaries of the country
created a motivation to bring children and spowsmaining family members to
Germany. Thus, the family reunification process thensformed the situation of the
migration into another phase started in such atval 53 percent immigrated in the
course of family reunification and 17 percent of thdult Turkish population was
born in Germany today, there are almost as mankiJurwomen as men in
Germany*®’ All those bring us on to a point where we facetreia kind of migrant

who is migrant in old sense nor the citizen ofhlst country.

4.4 The Conditions in Germany: Transnationalizationof German Context

As has been explained in the first chapter, trathsmal processes must be
understood by taking its relation with globalizatimto consideration. In that, the
symptoms of globalization and the ways in which effects have been felt in
Germany are analytic pathways in understanding appg of transnational

connections of Turkish migrants.

To remind, the most important element among othieas | have put as dynamics
paving the way for emergence of transnationalis@a specific context is the “global
restructuring of capitalism”. Germany is the coyntike many, whose economic,
social and political life has been deeply influeshcbecause of the global

restructuring of capitalism. The idea of creatingirrgle market economy in macro

1% |bid.

%7 bid.

64



level has been fuelled with the enforcement of rieshnological advances into
production systems. Technological innovations itoaiation, synthetic chemistry,
and electronic engineering produced enormous acemion of capital and the
investment this accumulation into technologicalaarereated new advantages for
communication and cheap transportation. The prosessthe same for Germany;
the economic stagnation causing the proclamaticeaiitment halt was tried to be
solved by putting technological advances into imdalszation processes. This
process has caused, first, the diminishing of maydabor in industry and, second,
the rise of the service sector sharply. What thesewere indications of the “de-
industrialization” in Germany. Thanks to the nemdtspace relationship created by
the real time dispersion of the messages in thddwand the cheap transportation
systems, the capital investments started to be matdide of Germany, generally in
the third world countries where the lowest cospaiduction, cheap labor and low
taxations exist. With intensive penetration of fgre capital into economy and
political process of third world countries, the etaration of life standards has
cropped up. Altogether made developed countries gdolal cities where capital
accumulation is still vivid more attractive thanfdre in the eyes of those living in
peripheral countries. Therefore, like other devetbpcountries, Germany also
became one of few favorite places for skilled, kitled, professional migrants.
However, the structuring of global capitalism maite presence in Germany
negatively as well. With the direction of investrtemto peripheral countries, full-
employment policies started to loose blood in GewynaEspecially, the
“reunification of the East and West Germanyiédervereingungbrought with
many economic problems. Although it was thoughbeahe commencement of new
“economic miracle” \Virtschaftswundgr on the contrary, half of the female labor
force and one third of the male labor force losirtjobs'*® The diminishing of need
for, particularly, unskilled labor because of nédmetal privatization operations and
the pressure of the reunification constituted tlo@ditions in which “structural

unemployment” emerged as a phenomenon. As it niighguessed, the first place

%8 |utz Niethammer, “The Structure and the Restrutuof German Working Classes After 1945
and 1990” inOral History Review/ol.21, No.2, 1993, p.10
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where the effects of such arrangements are beisgused vividly became the
welfare state and its services. Policymakers atenotonfronted with short-run
problems on local housing markets and fear of fusertt use of social security
system and public good%g. On the other hand, in such a context, the conueuif

citizenship and voting rights started also to bebfamatic, since, particularly,
Germany is a country in which nationality is noripabdbtained upon being born
from two parents of German nationality. This pregtius sanguiniscan be traced to
the early-nineteen century, when Prussian natismakvoked a change froms

solis citizenship determined by birthplat8. Apart from the various effects this
have had on the preceding conceptualization obnaticitizenship allegiancé* one

of the interesting phenomena that it caused inrmadepolitics, basically, was the
coming to the scene of a working class whose mesnbex deprived of voting

rights 1°2

All in all, the discussions about the social wedfduelp like housing, child care and
jobs were/have been considered with the necessityshrinking the welfare
allocations. Subsequently, influences of all thexgents have reflected on social and
political life as the rise of nationalism, or eveacism in Germany. Those who lost
their jobs due to reunification process togethethwiounger people, for example,
became the center of male gang culture that isgbkiog the establishments in
Germany'’s eastern and western states with the $yazbols and Ku Klux Klan style
terrorism against immigrant minoritié®’ The larger population does not take part,

but increasingly sympathizes with these kinds dfoas®* However, this racist

159 Klaus F Zimmerman, “Tackling the European MigratiBroblem” inThe Journal of Economic
Perspectives Vol.9, No.2, 1995, p.48

160\\/esley D. Chapin, op. cit.

161y this, | mean, the wounding of the assumption tme has allegiance to only one nation-state by
the dual citizenship.

182 For a attractive discussion concerning the transétions of German working class, look at Lutz
Niethammer, “The Structure and the RestructurinGefman Working Classes After 1945 and 1990”
in Oral History Review/ol.21, No.2, 1993

163 Such attacks on immigrants are sometimes seri®nfy in the time of my stay, 6 months, in
Berlin several racist attacks took place, like mepa deputy who has Turkish descent.
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process is not one-way; it causes the use of simprigudices by immigrant groups
against Germans at the same time. As connected thi#h it has often been
suggested by many that such approaches alwaysaliadiemmigrants even if they
are successful in economic terms because econochievement does not bring

together with social integration.

My principal aim in this chapter has been to put thistorical perspective into
practice in examining the conditions of labor migma from Turkey to Europe and
Germany. | began with the structural reasons mtitigathe migration and the

expectations of governments from this migrationthatt time in Turkey. Thus, |

highlighted that international migration taken @aftom Turkey to Europe and
Germany can not be explained by personal choicghercontrary its reasons were
highly structural. Therefore, | implicitly maintad that the economic inequalities
between regions were the motor cause lying belabdrlmigration from Turkey to

Europe and Germany. Lastly, the reflections of gl onto German context were
in my interest area. | emphasized such reflectionsrder to draw attention to the
sharpened internal inequalities effecting not amigrants but also all members of
lower class in Germany. Here, what | wanted togltoishow that power relations
internally, externally and locally, globally areethmain features of transnational

process.

In pursuing chaptern the light of such a historical transnational gpeactive, by
focusing on socio-economic status, gender and g&ary | shall try to illuminate
the power relations which are emerging in transemali social fields being

established by Turkish migrants living in Berlin.

184 Lutz Niethammer, op.cit. ,p.17
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CHAPTER V

TRANSNATIONALISM AMONG TURKISH MIGRANTS LIVING IN
BERLIN

The formation of transnational social fields betw&&o or more countries is neither
spontaneous nor planned process. In that, traoes@dtiphenomena between
Germany and Turkey are not the envisaged projdordéigand. However, the role of
Germany and Turkey as nation-states comes as tieafinong the reasons for
emerging of such fields. In that sense, | shalit stath appearing of transnational
social fields in which economic goods and socidtpal discourse are being
circulated between Germany and Turkey. | shall theell particularly on Turkish
migrants living in Berlin in terms of socio-econanstatus, gender and generation. |
aim at getting a sense of how differently they ipgrate and what they get by
participating in the transnational social fieldsabtished between Berlin and their
locality in Turkey. In last section of this chapteshall make an analysis of this data
by using a transnational perspective which empkasize role of power relations in

these fields.

5.1 The Construction of Transnational Social Fieldbetween Turkey and

Germany

Betigul Ercan Argun indicates, in following days tife capturing of Abdullah
Ocalan, the leader of PKK, a Kurdish ethno-natisnairganization which is active
generally in Turkey, in 16 February in 1999, woHds witnessed many protests
taken place in different parts of Europe generady Germany particularly at the
same time. Protesters organized sit-in demonstigtiexpressed their frustration to

media, and engaged in clash with the police. Berfiolice could not prevent three
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Kurdish protesters from getting shot and killedthg Israeli consular guard® Two

countries, German and Turkish governments, feltoorfortable about the events.
Germany did not want to be a scene of the conflidiese roots in another nation-
state. In terms of Turkey, the dimensions of thenés were more striking just
because they stood for the uncovering of an intgpnablem in a transnational

sphere.

What became clear in the wake of these eventsais @lthough they are strictly
political-oriented, we are observing a new socititipal and economic phase of the
Turkish migration process in the German contexhcesithe return migration,
contrary to predictions, did not come true. Morartlthis, Turkish migrants, who
became permanent residents, established socigepblitnd economic bridges with
Turkey, thus, return migration from Europe to Tyrke now being replaced with the
de factoor de jure permanent settlement and transmigration the back farth
movement between sending and receiving countriesstalace on a more or less
continuous basi¥® The way the contemporary Turkish migrants interaith
Turkey can not be explained anymore by making esfes to the old immigration
conceptions grasping immigrants’ fate as eithemaksion or integration. Even a
short observation that you can make while walkingtlee streets of many German
cities show you that there is a new kind of intéoac between these migrants and

Turkey which includes social, economic and polititss.

The increasing size of Turkish migrant’s entrepteiad actives has an important
place in German economy tod4y.The developing of such market in Germany is

increasingly seen as opportunity in Turkey as wile goods imported from Turkey

185 Betigiil Ercan Argun, op. cit.
1% |bid. , p.58
187 For the volume and development of this market lablntoine Pécoud, “Weltoffenheit schafft

jobs’ Turkish Entrepreneurship and MulticulturaligmBerlin”
URL: http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20papers/WRIIC19%20Pecoud.pdf
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are sold through this market. On the other hand, itittensification of continual
contacts between Turkey and Germany causes thegenuer of new firms for
transportation and communication. Today, therenaay firms which invite famous
Turkish singers to Germany and organize conceartadtition to this, many Turkish
associations in Germany have members who live irkéiju Especially, getting
cheaper of flight tickets made it easy to be intaonwith Turkey. Therefore,
establishing a life which is lived in two placeser@®any and Turkey, is not

inconceivable anymore.

The establishing of such life strategies betweemm@ay and Turkey naturally
creates some fields which go beyond the boundasfeswo nation-states and
crossing them. In such transnational social fiedd&ablished between Turkey and
Germany, migrant subjects act to get a share ecoatyy socially or/and

politically. Berlin, no doubt, is one of the Germatties where such transnational

social fields were/are being established day by day

5.2 The Context of Berlin

Let alone the occupation of Doner and Kebab saloashort tour would be enough
in the Bolu Market which is in the crossing poiftkmpf street and Herman Street in
Neukdlln to make it clear that you don’t have totgd urkey to buy specific Turkish
goods likeSalgam or a jar of pickle that stand for traditionairkish taste. In short,
some parts of Berlin, like Kreuzberg, Neukdlnn, Wieg and Schoéneberg are
replete with such places where Turkish symbols, godds from Turkey, are

circulating densely.

Even a normal day while walking on the streetsahes parts of Berlin, meeting a
poster of coming concert of a Turkish singer is cmhcidence but ordinary. In such
parts of Berlin, it is easier to see how the multieral integration policy of Berlin

opens new channels for a transnational market whshethnic characteristics.
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Berlin was among West German cities to which ma&ssnternational migration
directed. In 1965, there were less than 3000 TurlBerlin, not so much later, at the
end of pursuing four years, the number of Turkisgrants reached 24.000. Turkish
migrants, from the beginning, have been largestitva of the foreign workers and
their numbers grew to over 79.000 in 19%3In comparison to other industrialized
German cities, Berlin attracts attention as the witere needs was high demand for
women workers during labor migration. In 1973, 40gent of the Turkish nationals
employed in this city were women, if we look atuis of the field researches made
in Berlin before, especially those which were mhagé\. Kudat in 1974 and 1975.
Today>®® Berlin is the largest city of Germany in termspopulation. Its population
in total is 3.34 millions, 13.9 percent of which dsnstituted by non-Germah@.
Turkish migrants are the highest population amangi@ners in Berlin; 116,665. In
Berlin, between the districts, the density of tlha4Germans is quite different. It is 3,
4 percent in some districts whereas in others, fikiedrichshain and Kreuzberg, it
might goes over 20 percerit. Thus, Berlin is important place in sense of the
existing links with Turkey. To understand the dym@snand structure of the
transnational social fields in which social, ecomoand political conflicts are being
materialized; Berlin is just one of the right plade focus. | will now try to give a
detailed elaboration of transnational process wharmects Berlin to many localities

of Turkey.

168 Alj Gitmez, Czarina Wilpert, op. Cit. , p.90
169 statistics belongs to 2006
170 Here, the division is made according to havingn@ar passport or not.

171 Zuwanderer in Berlin nach Staatsangehérigkeit §200
URL: http://www.berlin.de/lb/intmig/statistik/demografi@nwohner_staatsangehoerigkeit.html
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5.3 Towards a Wider Understanding of the Transnatiaal Processes in the

Context of Berlin

The following three sections present results fromfieldwork in Berlin realized by
myself from April to September in 2006. As | indied in the introduction part,
qualitative research was conducted with 30 Turksgrants living in Berlin. All of
my interviewees were alone during the interviewsthvthose who were not alone
during interview, | made the interview second tirhased semi-structured schedule
for in-depth interviews. In choosing Berlin for tfield research, although personal
obligations played partly a role, the main reas@as the heterogeneous composition
of Turkish migrants such as refugees, workers,estted Thus, forming a sample
from such a heterogeneous composition seemed tmone valuable than any place
in Germany. Another factor which is at least as angnt as this heterogeneous
composition was the multicultural politics of Berinunicipality. The almost official
acceptance of Multiculturalism as integration pploncerning immigrants seems to
facilitate the construction of transnational socfelds more than any city in
Germany. In the field research, | paid attentiorcadecting my data from various
socio-economic status, generations and differendees among Turkish migrants
living in Berlin in line with my research goals asich as | could. In classifying my
interviewees in terms of socio-economic statusiedtto take the note of subjective
perceptions and objective conditions. This is tp, $gaid attention to their socio-
economic perception about themselves, yet more thian their jobs and whether
they take unemployment help from government. Simgepersonal network was
weak, | have chosen my interviewees randomly thmosmpwball technique. | also
found some of them by visiting spontaneously caféassociations where Turkish

migrants come together.

These following sections focus on the daily life Biirkish migrants in Berlin.
Obviously, the aim is to explore and discuss to twlstent they are part of
transnational processes established between Tare¥ermany, and thereby to get

some clues about the transnational lifestyles efmthThe research was designed to
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focus on three dimensions; gender, socio-econotaics and generation. In doing
so, | aimed at understanding how these dynamicsféeetive in the formation of
different transnational life-framé$é?

5.3.1 Transnationalism in terms of Socio-Economict&us

In labor migration to Europe in general and Germangarticular, the proportion of
skilled workers is almost 35 percent in total labsigration:’® Thus, one of three
was skilled workers and artisans who had been graglan major Turkish cities
such as Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. In later phasfethe migration process, there
was a notable chanﬂéin the social composition of the Turks who joimagjratory
waves'’® With the increase of asylum seekers, in followjingises of the migration,

the composition of Turkish migrants in Europe dsiieed.

The same thing can be said for Turkish migrantBenlin as well. As for today, it

seems that grouping their class structure in orgvorcategories is not possible. As
connected with, for example, the background of, maadives for, the migration, the
class composition changes. In the field researtiatWwecame clear is the reflection
of the socio economic status’ compositions on tog sf transnational linkages
established with Turkey. The types of the transmati social, political and economic
connections are highly influenced by socio-cultueald economic capitals of

migrants.

72 The contributions of the writings of Sarah J. Mahio the formation of my curiosity about the
roles of socio-economic status, gender and geoeratitransnational social fields are undeniabie. |
addition to this, | have also benefited to a laegent from her in preparing my field research. éoe

of her article which is like a guideline for traagional studies, look at Sarah J. Mahler, “Theoesti
and Empirical Contributions toward a Research Agefiad Transnationalism. In Michael Peter Smith
and Luis Eduardo Guranizo (Ed.) TransnationalissmfBelow.

173 Mehmet Okyayuz, op. cit. ,

174 Ayse Kudat, “Structural Change in the Migrant Turkisamily” In R.E Krane (Ed.Manpower
Mobility Across Cultural Boundaried 975, p.80

175 sabri Sayari, op. cit. , p.88-89
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In examining whether Turkish migrants from differesocio-economic status
participate in similar or different transnationatigities, the position of those who
are involved in transnational entrepreneurial @ty marks a meaningful point. By
transnational entrepreneurs, | mean here, by fatigWwortes, Guarnizo, and Haller,
self- employed immigrants whose business activitezpiire frequent travel abroad
and who depend for the success of their firms a@ir tbontacts and associates in
another country, primarily their country of oridiff. In Berlin, the entrepreneurial
activities of Turkish migrants seem to be one @& thost important transnational
social fields between Turkey and Germany. In tliatan be said that Turkish
migrants who are involved in entrepreneurial atiégi participate in a transnational

economic activities denser than other Turkish nmitgalo.

We are two partners in this café. Since both ofates from Aegean
region of Turkey, our café takes its name fromdah&enerally | am
responsible for Turkey side. | go to Turkey at feasce a month. All of
our products are coming from Turkey. You can findrg kind of dry
fruit here what you find in a supermarket in Turkéyd ours are the
best. | am personally organizing their import frdmrkey to here. With
many firms from Turkey, we work togethr.

Just like the Turkish migrants who have profesdigabs, entrepreneur Turkish
migrants travel often as well. However, entrepuen@&urkish migrants travel
direction usually shows Turkey, whereas that of KRlr migrants who have
university diploma and professional job indicatesiaus place and countries. No
doubt that this economic relation which is to belkelshed with Turkey brings along

transnational social connections as well. In comgparto those who from other

176 Alejandro Portes, Luiz Eduardo Guarnizo & WillialHaller, “ Transnational Entrepreneurs: An
Alternative Form of Immigrant Economic Adaptatiomi American Sociological Review.67,
N.2,2002, p.287

77 Name: Mehmet, Age: 3544, Education: UniversitystArrival to Germany: 1996, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Self-employed; cafe, (all names a®uponyms). | interviewed 30 Turkish migrants in
total, the data showing their transnational involeats can be seen in the Appendix section of this
study.
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socio-economic status, hometown association meripec§ entrepreneur Turkish
immigrants, for example, seems to be higher. | ea®n say that membership to
hometown associations is almost a rule for my uevees who are involved in

entrepreneurial activities transnationally.

| am coming here because | see my friends. Eveny fmoan Gurin,
Sivas knows each other in Neukdlln. We make mangsttior our own
community living here and also our town in SivasoTyears ago, we
have solved the water problem of our town by ctliganoney heré’®

As regarding to these associations in Berlin, fanaple, it seems that membership
is common among Turkish migrants from various ateatcept for those who are in

the in terms of socio-economic status having gabeation and professional jobs.

| don't like to go to such places. They are comimgether and keeping
Turkey alive in Germany. Such associations arekimgintegration’°

Generally those who had university education inkéyror Germany and can speak
German before their immigration to Berlin, seemnst tihey easily adopt themselves
into the life in Berlin. They usually have frienttem different countries. It is also
possible to meet some working in such associat@@nadminister or manager. Yet,
what attracted my attention regarding transnatioaetivities of those having
professional jobs is, despite the frequency ofdliag to other countries, Turkey is
not anymore a country to where they feel that tinengtgo every year. Almost all of
them have internet connection at their flat ang thake connections via it with their
friends living in Turkey and other parts of the WorHowever this does not mean
that they are uninterested in Turkey. They reakiShrnewspapers and have interest
in the events taking place in social, economic palitical life in Turkey through

Internet.

178 Name: Faruk, Age: 25-34, Education: High SchoobtFArrival to Germany: 1996, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Self-employed; supermarket

179 Name: Harun, Age: 25-34, Education: Higher DegFést Arrival to Germany: 2002, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Doctor
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Another thing that my interviewees confirm is thendity of hometown association

membership among Turkish migrants who see themselsg@oor in Germany.

| am meeting with my friends here. This associaiolke a centre for
us. We are trying to help each other here. Othexwige would be
smashed here. If you are alone here this wouldribearable'®

Although especially among unemployed Turkish mitggathe intensity of being a
member of a hometown association seems, roughgksmg to be a rule, what we
must bear in mind is the scarcity of the traveTtokey; even theglon’t, when they

have enough money to travel. While eating a Doner saoldvgrepared by Haluk
who is working as a worker in his nephew’s Donelo8a in Neukdlln, he was

telling why he does not go back to Turkey, althohghwants so much.

My situation is not good here. Look at my job. bveecivil servant in
Turkey, you know, | had a job, people were showaésgect. Since our
town was so small | was important man. | plannedyrémes to go back
but I know if | do, they will despise me by thirgkihat “look at him he
went to Germany but could not earn money and caank bere, | don'’t
want to hear such thing§?

5.3.2 Transnationalism in terms of Gender

When looking at the main areas of transnationataliyies such as social-political
organizations or hometown associations, it seerasttie role of Turkish migrant

women is either very limited or insignificant. lbes not indeed make so much
difference from which social strata they come, Talikmigrant women are generally

inactive in such transnational activitifé. The membership to hometown

180 Name: Hasan, Age: 45-54, Education: High Schoiokt Arrival to Germany: 1975 Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Jobless

181 Name: Haluk, Age: 35-44, Education: High SchoadtstFArrival to Germany: 1998, Citizenship:
Turkish Job: Worker, in a Doner Buffet

182 | should add that the political organizations vhiare highly active in the context of Berlin
produce transnational politics that is, in a laegéent, in line with radical left. These organipat
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associations in the context of Berlin seems to &éeetplly consisting of menot

women. In that sense, | can say that, as conneatadhometown association, we
can talk about genderalized field in which womennisarly absent. Perhaps,
observing them in altruistic campaigns organizedthe benefit of hometowns in
Turkey might be the phenomenon that | could notheas information during this
field work. Yet, this does not mean that they dyseat in transnational social fields.
As depending on fiscal situation, some, with th&milies, come to Turkey
regularly. Yet what is striking is that althoughrkigh migrant women keep their
mind on closely Turkey by watching Turkish TV chatsnbeing broadcasted via

183

satellite,”” they are not as desirous as Turkish migrant mecearoing resettling in

Turkey.

We are going to Turkey almost every summer. Fadayplit is so nice.
We, however, don't think to go back to live corimsly%*

Although the degree of the wish to stay in Germaages from social positions at
which woman is, or strata which she comes fronis itlear that in comparison to

men, women have more tendency to live in Germany.

contain women activists in considerable number., ¥gtce the analysis of these organizations and
transnational social fields that they establishéth Wurkey is outside of this study, | am leavitngst
interesting subject to different time and study.

1831t is important to notice the effect that Turkisk’ Thannels make particularly on Turkish women
immigrants who are housewife. It seems that TurRishchannels are watched by a large number of
Turkish migrants in Berlin. One can easily see distinguish the apartments in which Turkish
migrants live by looking at the satellites fieldsedlowing outside of apartments especially in
Kreuzberg and Neukdlln. It is maintained that thd3¢ channels through their programs block
integration process of Turkish migrants into Gerrsaaiety. In addition to the language problems, it
is also said that the cultural patterns of Turkifdstyles are being produced and reproduced \eaeh
channels. Yet, | must say that although what suchpproach points out are partly correct results, b
this | mean the observation of spreading of ghkfitstyle among Turkish migrants; they read the
process quite wrongly. To me, integration is a emhavhich must be considered with labor —market
relation. The emergence of ghettozation among Shrkiigrants is a direct result of reorganization of
labor- market relations and the rise of servicamed herefore, instead of structural and histdrica
approach, making an analysis with the effects dfucal sphere on ghettozation can take us into a
point at which we can not possibly read the progeeperly. For a newspaper article concerning this
subject, look at “ Yucel Ozdemir, “Avrupada Tirk I|@ézyonlarr 1" URL:
http://www.evrensel.de/index.php?news=1339

184 Name: Ayten, Age: 35-44, Education: High SchodtstFArrival to Germany: 1983 Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Worker; cleaner in a firm.
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| have divorced from my husband. At the beginnihgd hard times to
live with four children .But tell me, if this wasppen to me in Turkey
what would | do? | can easily say that there iseffem here. Nobody
intervenes into your life, and state, in this wayanother, supports you if
you know your rights. | did never think to go bacKrurkey and | will

never do it:>

Although Turkish migrant women have a general teggeo stay in Germany, it
should also be stressed that the role of langubijgyaseems to play an important
role in the appearing of inclination to stay. Itsvhighly observable among my
women interviewee that the better they speak Gertn@nmore they wish to stay in

Germany.

5.3.3 Transnationalism in terms of Generation

Among the generations, from beginning of the labdgration from Turkey to

Germany, the members of last generation and tleéivitéees or perceptions relating
them to the country of origin through transnatiotiakages are indeed much
diversified. Particularly the dense use of interioetnake contacts with relatives and
friends living in Turkey attracts attention as wregcharacteristics of this generation.
The increasing use of internet, with getting cheagfecosts, indeed opens new
transnational social fields for family members'drction'®® In very that point, the

young generation comes into sight as major pagiip of these fields. Furthermore,
some of them are so much interested in socio-ecmnamd political events of

Turkey. Therefore, persons from young generatiad rdaily Turkish newspapers
and participate in socio- political discussionsufos through internet. It seems

however that there is no parallel relationship leetv making contacts via internet

185 Name: Leyla, Age: 35-44, Education: High SchodtstFArrival to Germany: Germany-born,
Citizenship: German, Job: Jobless

186 with spreading of internet among migrants, it isimmined that, the way and formation of family
or kinship migration has deeply changed. The d@&@pe of family or kinship links to cyberspace has
been paving the way for a horizontal interactionween family members living in different
geographies. In that, new kind interaction spaea® ftome into being.
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and traveling to Turkey. Indeed in comparison td géneration, the frequency of
traveling to Turkey seems to diminish. The weakgniri concrete contacts with
Turkey shows itself also in scarcity of hometowsasation membership of young
generations. On the other hand, this scarcity doesecessarily mean that they have
no contacts with Turkey. Yet, different than olchgetions’ travel aims, their travel

is generally vocational rather than hometown-ogdnt

Every summer | used to go to Mersin with my faanlg stay in our town

till end of our vocation. Yet for five years, | leagone to our town with

them first and then I, with my bother, leave fréw town to spend rest of
time in Anamur and Antaly4’

The language problem and cultural difference miggtone of the reasons forming
the way of linkage established with Turkey. In cast to old generations, ability to
speak German causes the emergence of differerdl dos with German society
than their parents have. The same thing deterntimekind and the way of their
transnational socio-cultural connections with Tyrkendoubtedly. Basically, they
appropriate Germany as their country togethigh Turkey whereas old generations

don't.

-Yes | can say that | am getting bored when | gtajurkey more than
two weeks. Everything | have is here, friends anailfy

- Then you feel that you belong here?

- No I don't. If | have a job | would feel strongdsan now that | belong
to Germany. Who wants to be belonging to Neukdlhithwis full of
unemployed peopfE?

As connected with especially youngest generatian,can talk about an interesting
transnational social field which is put into praetithrough symbols and metaphoric

references. Despite the diminishing concrete cesitesith Turkey and inability to

187 Name: Orhan, Age: 21-24, Education: High Schoohraloned, First Arrival to Germany:
Germany-born, Citizenship: Turkish, Job: Jobless

188 Name: Rasim, Age: 25-34, Education: High SchoaktFarrival to Germany: 1994, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Jobless
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speak Turkish among young generation, | observadt tthis generation prefers to
make another contact with Turkey by using some sysmband materials.
Bewilderingly, one can see an image of Turkey withich they interact; an image
that causes reproduction and circulation of mamgleyls and ideals like solidarity,

nationalism, and thus, creates a transnationakfeid.

After presenting this preliminary data which isswotio-economic status, gender and
generation, in following part of this chapter, bfifocus on, and make deep analysis
of, the data with the help of a framework whichggs all these transnational social
fields as space being knitted with power relatiddsre, the aim is to understand
which existing power relations to what extent ageng reaffirmed or reconfigured in

transnational social spaces; in my opinion, thighis uniqgue way to understand

reasons lying behind the actions of agents andtsimi of the field in which they act.

5.4 Reconfiguration or Reaffirmation of Power Relaibns in Transnational

Social Fields

As has been mentioned theritical transnational approachhas three focal
perspectives; historical perspective, spatial pmrpe and restructuring of global
capitalism. Chapter four was devoted to explairthng historical background of the
Turkish labor migration to Europe in general andr@my in particular. Here, the
spatial perspective and the restructuring of glaaglitalism shall be used to explain
the dynamic structure of transnational social Beddnong Turkish migrants living in
Berlin; the global restructuring of capitalism willclude connections between global
and Berlin, whereas spatial perspective shall sigid on nation-state level (policy
of Germany and Turkey) and local level (what défgr agents get through
transnational social fields).

Globally, as | tried to show in section of transnationaliarterms of socio-economic

status, the explosion of entrepreneurial activibésTurkish migrants seems to be

quite related with the global structural changé®maplace in the mentality and the
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reorganization of contemporary capitalism. As resilthe exclusion of Turkish
migrants from rising service sector on account ledirt insufficient qualification,
entrepreneur activity has become one of few waysuo¥iving strategies in Berlin
context. Yet, regarding such flourishing of Turkisthnic market in some districts of
Berlin, what should be kept in mind is that thisrét market does not bring together
with professionalism?®® This market is, no doubt, filling up a space ta@erged due
to demands of Turkish migrants in Germany and Beniparticular. However, my
interviewees are, to a large extent, confirming the fundamental reasons of the
flourishing of self-employment jobs in Berlin cortemust be analyzed with

structural changes.

Before, | was working in a factory that producescélic bulbs. | worked
for eight years there. Then, it moved to Poland reheverything is
cheaper than here for employers. My family helpesl t;m open this
Doner buffet. Before opening here, | looked foroh jong time but |
could not find. | opened fortunately this pldc.

With de-industrialization process, firms prefer gelly outside of Germany for
investment where conditions for profit are bettércan be said that the Turkish
entrepreneurships are usually consisting of thdse mave no sufficient qualification
to find a better position in rising service sectorGerman economy. Thus, the
structural unemploymenis one of the most powerful reasons lying behihd t
growing of the self-employed Turkish market in ugedented way in Germany,
particularly in Berlin. In addition to de-industiiation and the rise of service sector,
another motive forcing Turkish migrants to estdblisansnational entrepreneurial
linkages with Turkey seems to be the opportunitmeught about by new
technological advances; getting cheaper of the resqee for transportation and

communication opened new areas.

189 ook at Antoine Pécoud, “Weltoffenheit Schafftado Turkish Entrepreneurship and
Multiculturalism in Berlin”
URL: http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20pap@/BTC-01-19%20Pecoud.pdf

19 Name: Ersoy, Age: 25-34, Education: High SchodaistFArrival to Germany: 1994, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Self-employed; Déner buffet
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We have opened this call center six months ago.pktyner is my
cousin. We have also another one in Kreuzberg. émed this time in
Neukdlln; you know, here many migrants, Turkismet, are living. So
there is high demand here for making internatigolabne calls*

On the other hand, the politics of host societpne of the most important factors
determining the way and the content of migranemsnational linkage’S? In nation-
state levelthe role ofmulticulturalismin Berlin as social policy fuels transnational
linkages of Turkish migrants with Turkey. Althouglolitics of multiculturalism is
thought in German context as way of solution to phgblems such as xenophobia,
integration and citizenshif® it encourages ethnic and religious differentiation
Thus, it steers Turkish migrants towards strengtitetheir cultural connections with
Turkey. What is more, despite this multiculturallipcs, German governments
display reluctance concerning positive migratiofiqyo It is not possible not see the
effects of the German immigration policy assumirtt Germany is not an
immigration country® For example, the German law rejects “dual citibéuisby
requiring that those born in Germany to foreignepés choose, by the age of 23,
195

between their parents’ citizenship and German ezighip,” and there is also a

language test which is obligation to take for thede are willing to naturalize and

19]Name; Unal, Age: 21-24, Education: High SchoolsFiirrival to Germany: 1996, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: Self-employed; call-center. What itgnnot be overlooked here is the new potential of
transnational social fields themselves for tradeermding from phone calls, transportation to satelli
systems and tourisnit; seems likely that transnational migration itseiates new fields of economy
and transforms itself into a huge marKethink, this is a point which is usually neglectedesearch
area of transnationalism. However, to me, thisuieabf migration signifies the emergence of new
power relations in transnational social fields.sTisi one of many points that | felt as importantimy

my research but due to the limits of my study Illdawt focus.

192 Alejandro Portes, 2003, op.cit. , p.879

193 For a detailed discussion of how German multicalism does effect Turkish national identity in
Germany look at Betigul Ercan Argun, “Turkey in @mmny; The Transnational Sphere of
Deutschkei”, Routledge New York & London 2003

194 Oepen, M. “Media, Migrants and Marginalization: eTiSituation in the Federal Republic of
Germany” in International Migration Review, Vol.18p.1, 1984, p. 112

195 Betigiil Ercan Argun, op. Cit. , p.69
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become German citizenship. No doubt that law exadualatantly many old migrants

whose language ability is not enough in Gerrttan.

Nevertheless the formation of transnational sotiglds between Germany and
Turkey can not only be explained by making refeeeta migration policy of
Germany. The manner of Turkey with respect to iretegn of Turkish migrants into
German society seems also to be problematic. Fnerbéginning, Turkey, as part of
its institutional policy, has not consciously sugpd Turkish migrants with respect
to having German citizenship by creating variod§ialilties such as inherent land,
own a business, or be buried in Turk&yThe reason for that is surely stemming
from firstly the significant place of remittancesns by Turkish migrants in Turkish
economy, and secondly Turkey wants use its diasgp®molitical power in Europe in
general and Germany in particular. All these insithal aims reflect on Turkish
newspapers which are published in Germany as neasowtaging and de-

motivating Turkish migrants about full integratitf.

The social environment, which nourishes from redtming of capitalism globally
and from both unwelcome multicultural German mignmat policy and anti—
integration effects of Turkish politics locally, iee main reason which lies behind
the setting up of transnational socio- economic ahgsiological linkages with
Turkey. The cultural demands of Turkish migrantssebmed on account of such a

milieu. These demands, as Betigul Ercan Argun agueeate the structures

19 As | am writing this thesis, in German parliamenproposal became law which lays German
language test down as a condition to those whaorameying with a German citizen, when they want
to come to Germany.

197 Betigiil Ercan Argun, op. cit. , p.70

198 Recently Turkey has made some changes in itsigsoitbout Turkish migrants in Germany. In
contrast to old, Turkey started to support Turkisigrants for having German citizenship and
naturalizing, and eliminated obstacles before tights Turkish migrants have in Turkey like,
inheritance. However, this is totally a part of whde-territorialization of nation-state is. Since
naturalization means the right to vote, by supppgmaturalization of Turkish migrants in Germany,
Turkey aims to be effective in internal politics @ermany. Therefore while propping up
naturalization on the one hand; Turkey tries tergjthen cultural links with the migrants through
programs and projects on the other.
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necessary to reproduce and sustain their cultheeneed for kosher meat, proper
burials, contacts with their points of departurdls caeate ethnic and religious
businesses and networks with people benefiting fifeese new industries. These are
the factors that increase the identification witmeland:*° Therefore emergence of
some entrepreneurs importing Turkish products aithg them in Berlin might be

explained, as | shall dwell on later, with gianiccharacteristic of market.

In addition to such macro level conflicts in gloepitalism) and nation-state levels
(policy of German and Turkey) to see how transmaticsocial fields are full of
agents struggling for power and social positioris dar focusing on internal power

relations among Turkish migrants acting in theskl§.

Locally, understanding what transnational actors get fioenlinks connecting them
to Turkey is vital point. Regarding to the transmaal social fields constituted by
Turkish migrants, the development of hometown datioos are generally thought
as the most concrete areas through which Turkigjnanis tie themselves to Turkey.
In terms of participants, the boom of these as$siocia seems to include dissimilar
motivations for those having different economicgciab and cultural capital. The
meaning and significance of such associations fdrepreneur Turkish migrants
seem quite related with future of the market. Bg,thmean that, the reason might be
the ethnic characteristiof the market. Preserving and strengthening thigeatinks
with other Turkish migrants seem beneficial to epteneur Turkish migrants. In
that, what they get through these associationdatfe profit and social prestigious.
What should not be overlooked is that this profitdl ssocial prestigious are both
home and host society-oriented. Social networkerelihg to hometown in Turkey
make the social prestigious, which is acquired umcessful entrepreneurial activity,
profitable in Berlin. That brings me on the poirfttbe fact that the web of social

economic and political networks are knitted tratigmally. By this, | mean that the

199 Betigiil Ercan Argun, op. cit. , p.70
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way and content of the transnational activity idedmined by theconditions of
localities in Germany and Turkey the same tim&>

What | observe is that the same transnational phena might, even does, not make
the same sense for everybody. Being member in assbciations can indeed stand
for different sense and connotations for differ@atticipants. In comparison to
entrepreneur Turkish migrants who see the complketxvarks including usually
family members, relatives, and extending from thagality in Berlin to their locality

in Turkey as theiHome since they get profit through these lines, thdivations
which steer Turkish migrants, who are from loweciseeconomic status, towards
such associations seem to be quite different. Whew talk about associations, the
subject comes, in this way or another,the rise of racismin Germany and the
importance of preserving solidarity among themseltlerough such associations.
This situation completely confirms that negativenditions in host society, marked
by downward occupational mobility, leads to thepgduation of ties with home
society?®! Since they are at the bottom part of the Germaiesg it seems that they
prefer to classify themselves in according to theia structure of the locality in
Turkey which they come from. In that, théiome perceptiof?? as different from

that of entrepreneur Turkish migrants, signifiesweb of social relations existing in

200 | shall touch the role of localities in the forrwat of transnational social fields in details inxhe
chapter.

201 Eduardo, L.G., Portes, A & Haller, W, “Assimilatioand Transnationalism: Determinnats of
Transnational Political Action among Contemporarigidnts, inAJSVol.108, No.6, 2003, p.1218

202 |t s certain that conditions determine the megni home. That is to say, since immigrants
develop different imagination of home and attribdtesimilar meanings to it, the characteristics of
transnational social fields that they establishwieeh Germany and Turkey are differentiating from
one another largely. The perception of home seente trelated with two main dynamics; migrant’s
situation in Turkey and in Germany. If explain,skems to me that Turkish migrants who are
members of lower socio-economic status in Germamyeldp a class perception concerning
themselves which gives priority to their positionTiurkey but not in Germany. As parallel to this, f
those who managed to find a better place in Germemonomically, socially and culturally, the
perception works in the other way around. Wherkilog at the transnational activities through these
lenses, it is getting clearer that the meaning @& determines the way of connection in the
transnational social fields. In spite of the fdwttremittances are still forming the major comptne
of transnational linkages, as | indicated above,ntembership to hometown associations is also much
more widespread among those who percept themsatvéawver socio-economic status in Germany
than those who see themselves as belonging uppiersconomic status.
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their locality in Turkey. Therefore, the thing thihey get from these associations by
participating in the activities and the campaigrtsich are generally held for the
benefit of hometown in Turkey might be summed ujpoiews; the networks which
have been established on account of chain migratioyears provides them with
social and economic solidarity in a milieu whosegipals are formed to prop up
multiculturalism on the one hand, and a chancpréserve their social prestige at
least in their hometown to where, one day in thienown future, they will return on
the other hand. In addition to them, racist disgration that increased in the wake
of structural unemployment, and that they expesgeimcvarious parts of their life
also seems to motive them to be part of either rrority association or hometown

association in Berlin.

After 3 years | have found this job. They pay tolese than they do to
German workers. Last New Year's Day, they gave ¢ 250 euros
premium whereas they paid 500 hundred euros to @Gesmin
workplace. | did not say anything to the Boss.rdhafound this job and
don’t want to loose #*3

The Turkish migrants having professional jobs a®,l said before, not so much
visible in transnational social fields in comparisto others. Yet, it must be added
that some of them are working professionally in théministration part of
associations. Since they speak German and Turkigntfy and have university
diploma, they are to be given a special preferdacdigh positions in associations
which are not peculiarly hometown but country ofyor oriented. As dissimilar to
hometown associations, such organizations or assmes are usually political and
business-oriented. Just as others, they are altirgpnew transnational social fields
in which political discourse, symbols and econogpods are circulating by tying
Germany to Turkey and the other way around. Sugarozations, no doubt, pave
the way for emerging of administrative elite andegthem some opportunities to

make claims concerning social positions.

203 Name: Gokhan, Age: 21-24, Education: High SchBakt Arrival to Germany: Germany- born,
Citizenship: Turkish, Job: Worker; Dyer
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In international migration studies, the situatidrtlee women is generally examined
by focusing on the modernization effect of migratitself. The sharing of budget at
home, having a different bank account are the sysnbbthe liberating process of
women. As regarding to activities taking place mansnational social fields
established between Turkey and Germany encountdiffegent women experiences
are so much probable. Yet, what is vital is theeseity not to conceptualize

transnational social fields éberating linkages in terms of gender.

As | tried to show in the section of thansnationalism in terms of gendéhe roles
that Turkish migrant women play in transnationatiabfields established between
Berlin and Turkey seems to be limited. However,ridactance that Turkish migrant
women display in respect with the turning backnd eesettling in Turkey shows the
ways in which how gender-oriented power relatioresraconfigured and reaffirmed.
Transnational social fields do not necessarily meaonfiguration of existing power
relations for the advantage of women. In the logalf Berlin, it seems that Turkish
migrant women are generally more pleased with tralitions than the conditions of
locality in Turkey. Almost all my women intervieweeconfirm that Germany
provides women more freedom than Turkey do. Herm,basically face with the
reconfiguration of existing gender-oriented powetations in their localities in
Turkey. The Berlin context with its all componerieates more free spaces for
Turkish migrant women. Yet, the reluctance theyehabout resettling in Turkey
indicates the reaffirmation of existing gender-ntesl power relations in their
localities in Turkey. It means essentially thatnsaational social field here
strengthens and reproduces, and thus reaffirmsjegeroriented power relations
existing in the locality in Turkey, let alone redigures it. Hence it can be said that
transnational social fields connecting Berlin te tlocality in Turkey break and
reconfigure socio-economic status’ relations in ltheality in Turkey, whereas they
usually reaffirm and reproduce gender-oriented powaations strangely. In

comparison to Turkish migrant men, this seems tdheereason of why Turkish
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migrant women seem to be have less tendency tdtleege Turkey. Resettling in

hometown would mean the loss of social statue fmmen.

Another important point to remember concerning g@endimension is that the
inability to speak German and its effects on disttion of gender-oriented power
relations. For Turkish migrant women, who can mpetak German adequately, one of
the most important problems seems to be the diffidor finding job in the market.
This situation leads women into a life sphere whiglisolated not only from their
husbands and, more strikingly, children but alsmmfthose women who can speak
German well. We should also keep in mind that genelations established in Berlin
is not the only reason for staying in Germany; srationallly knitted gender
relations sometimes drags women into a situatiortal®@ a decision to stay in
Germany, despite all bad conditions in Berlin fer.fOne of my interviewees, Sibel,
she was a secretary at one of the Universitiesnkafa, she quitted her job, and
firstly arrived to Berlin in 1984 by marrying a Tkish man who had migrated to
Germany before due to political reasons. She dags she experienced very bad
marriage because her husband’s jealousy and he swally behaved harshly
towards her throughout their twenty one years ragei He allowed her to take
German language course for only two months and degbdner each time when she
wants work. They had two children. Last year, 208%el divorced from her
husband officially despite his threats that he domes still does. She lives in a two
rooms flat with her small daughter. During the mtew, she talks of the possibility
of coming together with her husband again becalséssalso unhappy now. She has
no friends in her new environment except for higngest brother who assisted her
from along divorcement process to finding flat. WHeask why she does not think

about the option of going back to Turkey, she ezphs follows;

| have done one time in sixteen years before, 8619 abandoned my
husband and went to my family’s home in Ankarafdlewed me and
came to Ankara and made apologizes many time®ir &f my family.
He promised that he would not impede me in fingolgand also he
would find for me. | did not believe even one wafrevhat he said, yet |
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had to reconcile with him because my parents foredto do so. | got

that I, with my daughter, was too much for my p&semome®**

Since benefiting from the social programs, beingt g labor market,
depends highly on the ability of speaking host etyts language, poor
language ability, when compounded with transnatlgrkaitted gender-based
power relations indeed seems to create isolatiomfimkish migrant women

in the context of Berlin.

The generation is another interesting dimension trahsnational social field
established between Turkey and Berlin in which dempower relations are being
structured. As | have indicated in the section h#f transnationalism in terms of
generation it is quite possible to witness in the some ragiof Berlin the formation
of a new kind of transnational social field whichestablished by youngest Turkish
generation. As different from old generations wlawdiconcrete contact with Turkey
and prefer to spend half of the year in their hawes, young generation seems to
develop a strong linkage with Turkey which useslsgisiconcerning Turkey such as
wearing hats, t-shirts, sweatshirts having symbolBurkish flag, using Turkish flag
stickers on mobile phones. The establishment di autansnational social field with
Turkey reflects itself onto the consumer behavadrgoung Turkish migrants; hence
the cultural reproduction of Turkey as “imaginednuounity®® opens new
economic spaces in which the symbols of this caltproduction is transformed into

goods and tastes.

Although they express that they get easily boredthying in Turkey more than two

weeks, Turkey as home, or being Turk as an idengitgerges as binding social

204 Name: Sibel, Age: 45-54, Education: High SchodistFArrival to Germany: 1984, Citizenship:
Turkish, Job: jobless

205 Benedict Andersonjmagined Communities; Reflections on the Origin ahe Spread of
Nationalism(Verso, 1993)
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cement for them® Contrary to old generation, despite their languabdity in
German and, sometime, inability in Turkish, the cmgninto existence of such a
transnational identification with Turkey among ygest generation might be
examined in the light of transnational power relasi. Alejandro Portes pins down a
similar transnational formation among Salvadoramigrants in US. The existence
of discrimination and hostility against migrantshiost society, he says, causes the
appropriation of identification with traditions aneterests rooted in the homeland
among immigrant§®’ He says that immigrants in these situationsimtée country,
but are certainly noof it, preferring to see themselves as belongingndisee both
socially and economicalf® Portes uses the concapiactive ethnicityto explain
this transnational strategy. Although the degre@eftification with the homeland,
and other conditions are different from Salvadaefugees, the concept of reactive
ethnicity can be also of service for explaining tin@nsnational identification of
youngest Turkish generation with Turkey. That siggntification with Turkey and
anger against Germany is observable among almdgtymung generation from
lower socio-economic statuses is meaningful to tstdad how ethnicity is
rendering into a symbolic location on account cdssl relationd®® a symbolic
location to take shelter in and resist. Roughlyakp®y, perhaps it can be said that

nationalism, or sometimes maybe Islam, is the wayng generation use to express

206 1n the “Turkish day” festival in Berlin in 2006, Witnessed that a group consisted of youngest
generation Turks burned a German flag down andtedalogans for bad treatment of German police
against Turkish migrants.

27 For a interesting analysis, look also at BetheéBaRristales;’ Salvadoran Transformations; Class
Consciousness and Ethnic Identity in a Transnaltibtileu” in Latin American Perspectivés31,
N.5, 2004

208 plejandro Portes, 1999, op.cit. , p.465

209 |n his article in which he studies on ‘social diste’ Joachim BriiR says that “The Turkish youth
are relatively deprived in respect of education aehtheir parents’ occupational status. In compuaris
resettler and German parents, Turkish parentsoféss have a profession...fathers of Turkish Youths
more often have part time jobs and are more ofééired or unemployed than fathers of German and
Aussidler youths” Joachim BruR3, “Deteriorating SbdRelations? An analysis of the development of
Social Distance among German, Turkish and Ethnion@ae Resettler (Aussidler) Adolescents on
Entering the Labor Market” In Bilhan Doyuran Kart&ld.) Bati Avrupa’da Tirk Di Go¢ Surecinin
Giincel BoyutlarT.C. Anadolu Universitesi Yayinlari, No.1671, 20968, and also look at Thomas
Faist, “From School to Work: Public Policy and Undelass Formation among Young Turks in
Germany during the 1980s” International Migration Reviewol.27, No.2, ,1993, p.306-331
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themselves, if other ways are limited or closedsimilar to what Popkﬁjr0 observes
among Mayan immigrants in US, the structural un@ymplent in Berlin emerged
with the restructuring of global capitalism, thesabce of any social category for
Turkish migrants in the stratification of Germarciety except for lower class, and
unwelcome migration policy of Germany makes strongpe identification with
Turkey as a mechanism of self- defense and collecgaffirmation for this young

Turkish generatioA**

In this chapter, | have begun by explaining the nraieas of transnational social
fields between Turkey and Germany. | sought tocatdi the socio- economic and
political formations circulating in these fieldsy Bocusing on the context of Berlin, |
sketched the prospect of the ways in which Turkiggrants are becoming part of
transnational social fields. Afterwards, by benefjtfrom the categories of socio-
economic status, gender and generation, | triedatoh the picture of how the
transnational activities are changing accordinghse categories. In the section with
which | delved into whether transnational socialds reconfigure or reaffirm
existing structure of power relations in localiti¢have tried attract attention to the
analysis of what they profit or get from these \dtiés. To indicate different
formations and reference points of power relatibmmve used two legs of the three-
legged analysis of critical transnationalism; nesturing of global capitalism and

spatial perspective.

So far | have been examining power relations whiekermine the way and the
content of the transnational social fields esthlelis in the context of Berlin by
Turkish migrants; from now on, in the light of tfiedings that | have from the field
research, | shall subject transnational approattha<ritical analysis generally. This

account of the power relations sketched in thisptdra provides me with a

219 Quoted from Popkin, Alejandro Portes 1999, op,qit466
211 For an reactive identity formation not only foruym generation Turkish migrants but also women,

look at White, Jenny B. “Turks in the New Germang”American AnthropologistVol.99, No.4,
1997,p.754-769
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framework for making an analysis of transnatiomali;y international migration
studies. In next chapter, with the help of soméanst | shall mention two general

mistakes of transnational approaches.
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CHAPTER VI

THE CRITIQUES TO TRANSNATIONAL STUDIES

In the literature of international migration, thiasdies of transnationalism seems to
contain some common assumptions, despite the absérane clear definition of it
on which thinkers writing on transnational procéssn different areas come to an
agreement,. Although it can not be generalized éwery study made on
transnationalism, even a rough glance at the exasngl transnational studies in
international migration literature would be suffioi to understand that
transnationalism is mostly seen and conceptualiasdliberatory process for
immigrants which stands for being free from thetrietions of nation-state. In
addition to this, the relation of transnational phdena with locality seems to be
one of the matters, which is an impasse. On theroltfand, the structure and
composition of immigrants also seems to be oveddoi transnational studies in
international migration literature. In many studi@sseems to me that especially
social and economic differences among immigrants raot taken into account
sufficiently. Hence, | shall focus firstly on thedéferences to think on changing
nature of transnational studies by making refereritee to time, the specific
findings of my field research; after only gettingganeral overview of migrant
diversity, we can talk about whether these fielgfsresent places which are free from
nation-states’ domination areas, or to what exteey do open new channels in

which nation-state-based inequalities evaporate.

6.1 Migrants as Not Homogeneous

One of the most important shortcomings of tranemati literature is that not all of
but many transnational studies are sloping towhafsogenizing the composition of

the migrants. For that reason, it seems to me th&t overlook variety of the

connections and the meanings that are attributélgetm by migrants themselves. As
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| tried to make it clear from the beginning of tlsisidy, transnational activities of
Turkish migrants established in the context of Beshow a great deal of differences
in according to their socio-economic status, geraaer generation origin. In addition
to, and connected with, them, some other categtkiesthnicity, background and
conditions of migration are also effective dynamecgl they usually determine the
way and content of transnational linkages with Byrk? With regards to my case in
the context of Berlin, although the absence of eatin security in Turkey and

Germany is one of the most important reasons lgetgnd establishing transnational
ties, finding political dynamics as reason for bishing transnational social fields is
not surprise. To explain, the armed conflict erigtbetween PKK and Turkey in
especially southern part of the country seems todng effective in emergence of
some transnational social fields between Turkey@eardmany. In that, being Kurdish
or Turkish, namely ethnicity, might be significantBerlin context to be part or a
member of a transnational social field. By thiglon’t mean only the transnational
social fields which are highly politics-orientedtlalso the fields in which family and
kin relations are being reproduced transnationdllyerefore it can be maintained
that the economic or political insecurity of thenily or kin members left in Turkey

directly motivates Turkish or Kurdish migrants telfr them in different ways like

sending money. Hence, Germany stands for a meanaiataining or improving life

standards for those who suffered political insegun Turkey.

On the whole, what this picture indicates is theoftdd reality concerning
transnational social fields. First of all, in cadt to the theoretical approaches and
language deriving from them which is exaggerateabgd to delete differences
among migrants by overemphasizing community charestics, what | have found
in the field is that migrants are not homogene&@exond, this reality brings along
variety of transnational social fields. To put it in anathgay, the differences

emerged, to a large extent, because of dynamich ascthe circumstances of

212 For example, Betigiil Ercan Argun says that twesoea of the emergence of transnational social
fields between Germany and Turkey are the absefhamlonial roots of Turkey in the past and
easiness and cheapness of making travel betweecowtries.

94



migration (legal or illegal), the reason of migeeti(political, economic or social),
region from which migrant come or social capital rafgrants before migration,
determine the way of transnational social fieldisrdnsnational social fields change
because of the reasons | mentioned, then they @irestable or fixed. They are
formed by agents’ motivations inhastorical andstructural context. This diagnosis
concerning the structure of transnational soc&tl§ brings me to necessarily taking

up another point at which transnationalism is seeliberatory.

6.2 Is Transnationalism Liberatory?

The conceptualization of transnationalism as litwegaprocess has been generally
made because of two different, but connected, resaghe phenomenon so-called
“transnationalism below” and deterritorializatioi social relations. As | shortly
explained in the first chapter of this study, traatgonalism from below is thought as
opposition to “transnationalism above”. What is mteaith this “versus” relation is
roughly that in response to the economic and illtttacks of powerful and multi-
national corporations onto nation-states (abovedssyoots movements and new
ways for trade is emerging among immigrants and th@me country counterparts
(below). Since all this creates new spheres folioactit is maintained that
“transnationalism below” undermines the dominatmhnation-state, and thus it

opens new liberatofy’ spaces.

Such a conceptualization of transnationalism seenits|ve some problems. In the
first place, it is so much optimistic about powelations produced in transnational
social fields. As | showed in this study, transoiadil social fields are the fields in
which socio-economic status, gender and generatilbpreserve their importance in
formation of power relations. Although, as differdrom old times, the field itself

cuts across the boundaries of two or more natiatesttransnationally, we are

witnessing the reproduction of nation-state basedjualities in transnational social

13| uis Eduardo Guarnizo and Michael Peter Smithiap.
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fields®' like racisni*>. In that sense, there seems to be no evidence aptimistic

about liberatory potential of transnational process

The second main reason lying behind the concepaialn of transnationalism as
liberatory process is associated with the de-tetalization of social relations. It is
maintained that deterritorialization of social telas and networks means new
spaces for action on which nation-state has nodotajal dominance toddy® Thus,
this deterritorialization causes the emergenceybfit identities. With technological
advances taken place in transportation, more iraptiyt, in communication, it seems
really that the relationship between space and tiigerhas been becoming
problematic. Since web of the networks go beyonecifig territories via
communication thanks to new advances, it is alsminéng possible to develop an
identity which necessarily does not make referenceerritorially bounded space in
classical sense. However, celebrating this prosgissconcept of hybridity is clearly
problematic because it often celebrates newly emgrglentities uncritically as
inherently positive and progressive, and romargicmigrants’ identities whilst
failing to adequate consider uneven power relatfoh the section o€hanging of
Nation-Building Processf this study, | tried to show how this strategykeing used

214 Here the reproduction of national narratives aheaess and difference in transnational social
fields indicates the transmission of nation-bagseshjualities into these fields. This transmission is
carried out by usually sending and receiving caastincompatible politics. To preserve its ownfsel
interest, sending country produces a discourseanfesess for its compatriots living in receiving
country. In the same way, this sameness and difterstrategy is also used on migrants by receiving
country to create desirable citizens while exclgdathers from resources. For a short but striking
account of this situation, look at Nina Glick S&dvi] Linda Basch and Cristina Stanzon Blanc, 1995b,
op.cit. , p.685

215 For example look at José ltzigsohn, Carlos Doreréla Esther Hernandez Medina and Obed
Vézquez, “Mapping Dominican Transnationalism: Narrand Broad Transnational Practices” in
Ethnic and Racial Studie¥ol. 22, No.2, 1999 ,and, Nina Glick Schiller, Gges Fouron,
“Everywhere We Go, We are in Danger: Ti Manno amel Emergence of a Haitian Transnational
Identity” in American Ethnologistol.17, N0.2,1990, p.329-347

218 For examples, look at M. Kearney, “The Local amel Global: The Anthropology of Globalization
and Transnationalism” iPAnnual review of Anthropologywol.24, 1995 p.547-565, or, Arjun
Appadurai, “Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensiong Globalizatiorfi (University of Minnesota
Press): 2000, or, Homi Bhabha, “The Location oft@a” (London: Routledge): 1994.

217 patricia Ehrkamp, “Placing Identities: TransnagsioRractices and Local Attachments of Turkish
Immigrants in Germany” idournal of Ethnic and Migration Studiggol.31, No.2, 2005, p.347,348
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by immigrant sending countries; the deterritoratiian of nation-state affiliations is
put into practice today as social cement that bihdse who migrated from these
countries. Yet, as it became clear from my exantpie, deterritorialization process
seems to be really far from being liberatory amiing from the domination areas of
nation sates; on the contrary, it is being usednhbtion-states to disperse and
reinforce their power and domination to the outsdi¢heir bounded territories. The
use of nationalistic symbols in world wide by natistates, as | showed, with the aim
of, for example, remittances or the need for diegs@s political agent is essentially

not the only example of deterritoalization of sbcéations.

With regards to my case, for example, what | witeelsis the existence of such a
perception among Turkish migrants which rupturexnirfiterritory in classical sense.
Roughly speaking, as | explained before, for Turkiggrants living in some regions
of Berlin, it seems that “the meaning of hod&in no way make reference to either
Germany or Turkey alone; but to a kind of worldsgmbols and practice which is
being reproduced in the complex web of life pateeristing in these regions. The
blossoming of such a perception concerned withntieaning of home seems to be
one of the results of many transnational sociddi$iestablished between Turkey and

Germany.

However, in spite of the existence of such dettmidlized social relations in the
context of Berlin, and other parts of world, th@int still seems to include uncertain
and naive assumptions concerning de-territorialidedtity and locality relationship
in itself. In my case, it was quite certain thag gystematic world of symbols and
practices Turkish migrants internalize is the wéhfe patterns which seem to have
been constituted as result of the two countrie€iccoeconomic and political

activities, although what they internalize as hameot Germany or Turkey alone.

218 Here, | am using the term of “meaning of home”iBnefiting to a large extent from the book
edited by Nadje Al-Ali and Khalid KoseNew Approaches to Migration; Transnational Commiesit
and the Transformation of HonfRoutledge: London and New York 2002)
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At a first glance, while their identity has symp®wi deterritorialization, the truth is
that this identity is being constructed by the nalitateraction of macro and micro
components or activities of the tviamcalities In that, the resource of the identity or
belonging here seems to be local to local relatiénhg it more proper way, what |
have found in the Berlin context was, in a way, ¢oefirmation of what Guranizo
and Diaz sa¥° pertaining to the Colombian transnationalism; migs transnational
activities and belongings are molded by contextirmumstances in which they are
embedded abroad and their localities of origin. ¢¢eriransmigrants are benefiting
from opportunities what the localities provide thewhereas they are also limited
with restrictions of them. Therefore, in defininggmants’ identity or belonging,
using deterritoriality with liberatory intimations/ould be impetuousness; rather, the
translocality??® appears to be more convenient to highlight mutofilénce of the
two localities at the same time in the formation sofch belongings, and show
reproduction of old and new inequalities in thisobgings, let alone their liberatory

sides.

In this chapter, | have been concerned my self tmithgeneral assumptions of many
transnational studies- the assumptions which cdeseg overlooked of power
relations existing in transnational processes.oltoding chapter which is the last
chapter of this study, | will sum up the previousapters to make a general
evaluation. More important than this, | shall atstd the probable shortcomings of
this study, at the end of which | came to realisanake a modest contribution to the

emergence of new transnational studies.

219 uis Eduardo Guarnizo and Luz Marina Diaz, op,Git.416

220 |pid. , p.415
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSION

This study prefers to see the transnational séeials as the field of power relations.
In establishing my methodology, by following Mahfét | have considered
consciously the tool of transnational social fietgportant and | tried to place it at
the heart of my transnational perspective. In fogrtihis perspective, | was largely
influenced by critiques of Nina Glick Schilféf which are on relationship of the new
imperialism and transnationalism, and the soc@tfdescription of Pierre Bourdieu.
She points out that many transnational studiestéagee the strong connections of
transnational processes with new imperialist gdhlss, this shortcoming drags them
onto a point at which they do not notice the rdlenation-states and other global
powers in such processes. On the other hand, fordBzu, a social field is a field in
which social relations are structured by power. Bhendaries of a field are fluid
and the field itself is created by the participamnts are joined in struggle for social
positiong?3. To him, society is the intersection of the vasidields within a structure
of politics#?* By widening the limits of social field toward trsmational sphere, what
these two insightful analyses pointed out to me thet that the analysis of
transnationalism calls for a theoretical perspectivhich grasps transnational
processes as power relations from global to losdhdce versa? In the light of the
synthesis of these two approaches, | have spectfied critical transnational
approachwhich is consisting of three perspectives; histdriperspective, spatial

perspective and restructuring global capitalism.

It should be kept in mind that the changing of tispace relationship thanks to the

new technological advances fuelled by current uestiring of global capitalism, and

221 Mahler, Sarah J. , op.cit.

22 Nina Glick Schiller, 2005, op. cit.

223 pierre BourdieuThe Logic of Practic¢Stanford university press; California:1990)

224 pegy Levitt and Nina Glick Schiller, 2004, op.cit.

225 For a different use of transnational methodology synthesis of macro and micro levels, look at

Gold, S. J, “Transnationalism and Vocabularies efive in International Migration:
The Case of Israelis in the United StateSatiological Perspective¥0l.40, No.3, 1997, pp.409-427
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the dispersion of socio-economic and political @wdi into these new spaces has
caused the emergence new type of interactions ketwemigrants and their country
of origin. The constructions of transnational sbéiEds which connect immigrants
to their country of origin in social, economic apalitical ways have already started

to force the patterns of classical migration theory

It is important to recognize that the fields thelwse which have been constituted by
immigrants through their regular socio-economic apdlitical acts between
boundaries, are places of power relations not amlyerms of global agents like
multinational firms, nation-states but also evegydabjects struggling for profit,
social position and prestige. Thus, it might beds#iat transnational fields,
irrespective of being social, economic or politjcale the intersecting points of these
overlapping power relations; global and local. Th#e point, | think, to be made is

to look better at transnational social fields imie of structure and agents carefully.

The analysis of my research question confirms Hugnts are acting in structural
fields by structuring them through their actiony. ieearing in mind this Bourdieuan
perspective, the important point to notice is thatkish migrants act in a structure in
the context of Berlin which has been created bydtemon influences of global
transformations, migration policies of Germany anarkey. In other words, the
emergence of suitable structure to establish regad@io-economic and political
contacts with Turkey is a direct outcome of compdé&dectical relationships of local
integration policy of Berlin municipality, which isan outcome of colored
composition of immigrants exhibiting variety, arftetunwelcome migration policy
of Germany and Turkey’s politics on Turkish migsardiving in Berlin that are

formed under the influences of global transformaiowhich are technological
advances, global restructuring of capital, the dseacism in developed regions of
the world and changing of nation building process, the condition that global
restructuring of capitalism is the motor power mking the all other three. So, that
has been the formation structural ground which dirgincludes institutional

arrangements. Yet, coming into scene of contempadransnational channels for
contacting with Turkey has been accompanied byntlsives and expectations of
Turkish immigrants. As they use these channels, wiag and the content of

transnational social fields started to be gettimporete. To put it differently,
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transnational socio- economic and political actiohsTurkish migrants nourishing
completely from their motives and expectations, auhare direct or mediated
outcomes of their socio-economic status, gender gewkeration positions they
occupy in society in Berlin and their localitiesTiarkey at the same time, have been
shaping the meaningful system of power relationh@se transnational social fields.
Here, the vital point, to always remember, is thaledtical relationship between
global transformations and their motives and exqtemis determining the way and

the content of their participation into transnaéibsocial fields.

This is to say that it came as no surprise to raeehtrepreneur Turkish migrants are
the champions of transnational social fields eghbtl between Berlin and Turkey,
due to this dialectical relationship of locality thviglobal transformations. Here,
socio-economic statuses determine indeed the waig@mtent of transnational social
field; making entrepreneurial activity by crossingtional borders of Germany and
Turkey by unskilled Turkish migrants is a stratdgysurvive As in the case of
hometown association membership, | tried to showat tbntrepreneur Turkish
migrants and those who are from lower socio-econostatuses have different
motivations and expectations from the transnatiosatial fields. The ethnic
characteristic of market in Berlin is important fmtrepreneur Turkish migrant for
being member of a hometown association. Thus, serese, we can say that social
prestige is a kind of capital for entrepreneur. ldger, interestingly, the rise of
racism in Germany is signified by Turkish migrafitem lower socio-economic
statuses, who see these associations as soligktty, whereas entrepreneur Turkish
migrants don’'t complain about it so much. Regardingkish migrants from middle
socio-economic status having university diplomafessional jobs, speaking at least
two languages flawless, it seems that they are masenopolite than transnational.
The social positions they occupy in Berlin designtite way of their relation with

Turkey and fill its content with cosmopolite valuksn nation-oriented.

Important to remember one more time is that als¢hateractions taken place in
transnational social fields are the meaningfuleysof power relations birthing from

subjects’ struggle for profit and social prestigjenust say that when looking at
sociological transnational studies, | have oftemedo feel that race and citizenship

is as if the only categories to be studied. AltHotlgey are important, to me, the
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analysis of power relations flowing behind thesgegaries and producing states or
conditions which mould subjects’ expectations andtives must be first and
foremost task of sociology. My efforts concerningtablishing a critical
transnationalismapproach should be read to this end. Within trasnework which
have been composed by synthesizing Nina Glick Eelslideas on new imperialism
and deepened version of her Bourdieu interpretatoth Mahler’ notions of
reconfiguration and reaffirmation of establishethtiens of power and privilege, it
became clear that established gender relationsiikish migrant women’ localities
in Turkey seems to have been reconfigured in Benlifavor of Turkish migrant
women. Their disinclination concerning resettling Turkey showed us that
established gender relations in their localitieSumkey are being reaffirmed, at least
when they visit there in summers. Strikingly, tfiisding renders the premise of
seeing transnational processes as liberatory iptolalematic suggestion. Of course,
this premise comes with the notion of homogenizatb immigrants in the theory,
since the clarification of immigrants’ daily life auld bring transnational power
relations out into the open. As has been provatdifferent parts of this study, what
such conceptualizations disregard is basically thaddition to race and identity,
gender-based, generation-based and class-basedblitieg are being reproduced

and restructured in transnational social fields.

It is important to recognize that, as writer ofsthinesis, at the end of this study, |
came to realize that there are ways to make thidystnore fruitful than it is.
Especially, field research part could provide méhwieeper data about transnational
process if it was made in comparative way. To drplas | touched in this study
time to time, in formation of the way and contehtlte transnational social fields,
migrants’ social and economic positions in homelard as effective as their
positions in host society. Here, | focused on Bedontext in keeping with my
research question. As a matter of fact, a paréibéd research on socio-economic
status, gender and generation structure of migraritgeir localities in Turkey would
be complementary and able to disclose other diroaesbf power relations in

transnational social fields that | probably missed.
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Appendix A.

Transnational Involvements of Interviewees

First . Language Hometown H.0?% 27
intzlrli/?qe.v;ge Gender Name Age Education | Arrival to Nationality Occ:r;])(?tlon ability assoc. Remittances | going to ;').Selt:tlifes
Germany Job Membership Turkey.
1 Male Kemal 45 54 University 1965 Dual Social Educator Fluent No No 1tfe | Phone, not
Citizenship regular
Born in Internet,
2 Female Mehtap 25-34 University German Dentist Fluent No No 2 times| phone, not
Germany
regular
3 Male Ozgiir 25-34 University 2002 Turkish Old people_: canng and Adequate No No 1time Phone,
/two years musician regular
4 Female Leyla 35-44 High School 1972 German Napaton/ Jobless Fluent No No 2 timeg No .
connection
. . Internet,
5 Male Orhan 21-24 High School Born in Turkish No occupation/ Jobless| Fluent No No 7 timegs  phone,
/abandoned Germany
regular
6 Female Sibel 45-54|  High School 1984 Turkish Sagyklobless Basic only No No 6 times fe%%?aer'
= Higher Internet,
: 7 Male Harun 25-34 deg ree 2004 Turkish Doctor/having job Fluent No No 2 times phone, not
9 regular
8 Female Zeynep 35-44 University 2002 Turkish . C'Y'l Basic only No No 4 times Phone, not
Engineering/Jobless years regular
9 Male Kadir 45-54 High School 1977 Turkish Latheridabless Adequate Yes Yes, not 5 times Phone,
regular regular
10 Female Ayten 35-44 High School 1983 Turkish oltkaving job Fluent No Yes 6 times rpeg?:l]aer‘
Self-employed/ Internet
11 Male Faruk 25-34 High School 1996 Turkish ploy Adequate Yes Yes 10 timeg and phone
supermarket
not regular
12 Female Adile 45-54 Primary 1983 Turkish No occupation/ Jobless Basic on No o N 4 times Phone,
School regular
13 Male imam 25-34 University 1999 Turkish Dlshwas_her_ Adequate No Yes 6 times Phone,
/two years person/having job regular

2% How often do you go to Turkey?

#27How often do you talk to your relatives living in key through phone or internet?
28How many times did you go to Turkey in last ten y@ars
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14 Female Ayten 25-34 High School 1997 Turkish Woupation/ jobless Adequate No No 5 timeg P?:gj‘;m
15 Male | Gokhan | 21-24| High School 20MIN Turkish Dyer/having Job Adequate No No 2 timeg Fhone, not
Germany regular
16 Female Beyza 35-44 High school 1991 Turkish Blupation/ Jobless Adequate No No 3 times IZZ?JT;T‘
. . Internet,
17 Male Emre 25-34 University 2001 Turkish S%c(;gllgggst/ Adequate Yes No 4 times Phone,
regular
18 Male Unal | 21-24 | High School 1996 Turkish |  Sef-employed/call 1 400 ate Yes No Stimes | Phone,
Center regular
19 Female | Oznur | 3544|  High Schoo 1999 Turkish Neupation/ Jobless | Basic only No No 8 times fe%%?aer'
20 Male Haluk | 35-44 | High School 1998 Turkish Workewing Job Adequate Yes Yes 4 time fe%%?aer'
21 Female Suna 25-34 University 1975 Turkish Lawy_er secretary/ Fluent No No 2 times No,
jobless contact
Internet,
22 Male Onur 35-44 University 1995 Turkish _Computejr . Fluent No No 3 times phone
Engineer/having job reqular
University Born in . — .| Phone, not
23 Female Arzu 21-24 Student Germany German Social Scientist Fluent No No 2 times regular
24 Male Al 4554 | High School 1980 Turkish Workenling job Basic only yes yes 10 times fe%%?aer'
) Primary ) No occupation . " Phone,
25 Female Melahat 35-44 School 1996 Turkish /iobless Basic only No No 7 times reqular
Internet,
26 Male Rasim 25-34 High school 1994 Turkish Noupation/ jobless Adequate Yes No 6 times Phone
regular
. Internet
} . ! Self-employed/Déner More ’
27 Male Ersoy 25-34 High School 1994 Turkish Buffet Adequate Yes Yes than 10 Phone
regular
28 Male Omer 25-34 High school 1995 German Self-employed/silver Adequate Yes Yes More Irgﬁg:%t,
9 ornaments seller q than 20
regular
29 Male Hasan 45-54 High schoo 1975 Turkish Naipation/ Jobless Adequate Yes Yes 8 times ::eg%rl]:r’
30 Male | Mehmet| 35-44|  University 1996 Turkish Selfiployed/cafe Adequate No Yes More Phone,
than 30 regular
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