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ABSTRACT

CRITICISM OF CONTEMPORARY ART INITIATIVES IN ARTS
FROM FEMINIST STANPOINT THEORY:
THE CASE OF ANKARA / TURKEY

Akbryik, Merve
M.S., Department of Gender and Women’s Studies

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Mehmet Cihan Ecevit

January 2020, 188 pages

The purpose of this thesis is based on to claim that in paradigmatic problematization of
art, contemporary art and specificities of subjectivities of contemporary art initiatives
which is in contemporary art should be understood on the basis of knowledge and
politics. The approach to contemporary art initiatives through Feminist Standpoint
Theory will also bring the understanding of contemporary art that is critical to capitalist
understanding of contemporary art. The institutionalized capitalist contemporary art is
criticized by contemporary art initiatives both in their art practices and in their way of
‘organizations’. Feminist Standpoint methodology, through interactions allows one to
acquire the specificities of the subjectivities of contemporary art initiatives that portray
their differences. These differences are crucial in the sense that identifying the
subjectivities of these art initiatives that are critical to paradigmatically modernist based
art groups. Furthermore, the differences of these initiatives produce different knowledge

and politics. In this study, the contemporary art initiatives in Ankara in Turkey are tried
iv



to be understood on the basis of knowledge and politics productions. What was found is
that Ankara contemporary art initiatives, in general, do not effectively produce critical
knowledge and politics to capitalist contemporary art. Moreover, some of the ‘members’
of these initiatives try to participate in capitalist contemporary art scene. However, the
video based contemporary art initiatives in Ankara produces critical knowledge and
politics contrary to plastic arts based or music-based initiatives. In that sense, different
initiatives produce different knowledge and politics, yet, it is crucial to criticize

capitalist formations of art.

Keywords: Contemporary Art Initiatives, Feminist Standpoint Theory, Contemporary
Art, Turkey, Ankara
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FEMINIST DURUS KURAMI ACISINDAN SANATTA
CAGDAS SANAT INISIYATIFLERININ ELESTIRISI:
ANKARA/TURKIYE ORNEGI

Akbiyik, Merve

Yiiksek Lisans, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kadin Caligmalar1 Anabilim Dali

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Mehmet Cihan Ecevit

Ocak 2020, 188 sayfa

Bu tezin amaci, sanatin paradigmatik sorunsallastirilmasinda, cagdas sanatin ve ¢agdas
sanattaki cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin 6znelliklerinin 6zgiilliiklerinin bilgi ve politika
temelinde anlagilmasi gerektigini iddia etmektir. Feminist Durus Kuramu ile ¢agdas sanat
inisiyatiflerine yaklagim, kapitalist ¢agdas sanat anlayisina elestirel olan ¢agdas sanat
anlayisin1  da getirecektir. Kurumsallasmis kapitalist cagdas sanat, hem sanat
pratiklerinde hem de 'Orgiitlenme' bi¢imlerinde c¢agdas sanat inisiyatifleri tarafindan
elestirilir. Feminist Durus Kurami metodolojisi, etkilesimler yoluyla, cagdas sanat
inisiyatiflerinin farkliliklarin1 gosteren 6znelliklerinin 6zelliklerinin agiga ¢ikarilmasini
saglamaktadir. Bu farkliliklar, paradigmatik olarak modernist temelli sanat gruplarina
elestirel olan cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin 6znelliklerini tanimlamak ag¢isindan ¢ok
onemlidir. Dahasi, bu inisiyatiflerin farkliliklari, farkli bilgi ve politikalar iiretir. Bu

calismada, Tirkiye'de, Ankara'daki ¢agdas sanat inisiyatifleri, bilgi ve politika tiretimleri

Vi



temelinde anlasilmaya ¢alisilmistir. Ankara ¢agdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin genel olarak
kapitalist ¢agdas sanata etkin bir sekilde elestirel bilgi ve politika iiretmedigi
bulunmustur. Dahasi, bu inisiyatiflerin “liyelerinden” bazilar1 kapitalist cagdas sanat
ortamina katilmaya caligmaktadir. Ancak Ankara'daki video tabanli ¢agdas sanat
girisimleri, plastik sanat temelli veya miizik temelli girisimlerin aksine elestirel bilgi ve
politika iiretmektedir. Bu anlamda farkli inisiyatifler farkli bilgi ve politikalar

iiretmektedir ancak, kapitalist sanat olusumlarini elestirmek ¢ok 6nemlidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cagdas Sanat Inisiyatifleri, Feminist Durus Kurami, Cagdas Sanat,

Tiirkiye, Ankara
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background and Scope of the Study

Contemporary art initiatives (CAIs) have emerged as civil organizations in art on the
basis of critiques of postmodernity and modernity, which paradigmatically refers to as
contemporary art. Although the ‘roots’ of CAls are predominantly based on avant-garde
art practices in the historical academic literature of art, they are quite different from
avant-garde art groups in terms of the inclusion of different paradigmatic queries in the
current context and the diversity and richness of organization and activities. In the
contemporary social science literature, underground culture, which is a
conceptualization of critical cultural expression within the scope of cultural theories,
criticizes the association of contemporary art initiatives with avant-garde theories, and
opens up new areas for the interpretation of CAls. In addition to underground cultures,
CAls fostered by youth culture and new social movements have the potential to be
transformative actors of contemporary art. Non-profit, interdisciplinary, participatory,
interactive, independence, loosely organized, horizontal, small, awareness-building, not
to aim at permanence (non-persistency), project-based, experiential, owning at ‘do-it-
yourself” culture, facilitator/media/platform provider local, egalitarian, flexible, sharing-
like conceptions can be considered among the subjective characteristics of the CAls that
are on the basis of criticism to capitalist contemporary art and to ensure their own
sustainability. Although CAI is defined in the literature by different names, the

paradigmatic contexts of all these concepts are different. Within the scope of this thesis,



the conceptualization of the initiative is considered to be more inclusive and is preferred

over the other conceptualizations.

Understanding CAls requires to make a definition of art and contemporary art in terms
of context. The way art is understood is important in terms of explaining the relations of
CAls with the social and to be able to see the specific relationships they have entered in
the context of the organization of art. Until the period defined as an institution in
modernity, art has been tried to be explained mainly within the discipline of philosophy.
The Representational Theory of Art, Neo-representationalism, The Expression Theory,
Formalism, Neo-formalism and Aesthetic Theories of Art (Carroll,1999) are the theories
that define and try to explain art until the discussion of institutionalization of art. The

mentioned theories have deficiencies in the explanation of art.

Neo-Wittgensteinism, which forms the basis of institutionalization, has proceeded from
defining non-art rather than defining art as the breadth of art at this point does not make
it possible to define it. The theory of institutionalization of art freed art from the
discussions of aesthetics and creativity and enabled art to be defined as a social
institution (Carroll,1999). Theories of Old and New Institutionalization have enabled art

to be explained as a social institution (Powell and Dimaggio,1991).

In the period which the debates of postmodernism revive, the new institutional theorists
who explicate the social institutional explanation of art by conveying the art-life
inextricability of postmodern query to the debates of art had provided the realization of

the institutionalization efforts almost spontaneously.

The questions of the postmodernity debates towards modernity provided the transition
from modern art to contemporary art in art. Contemporary art differs from modern art
with its economic, political and cultural content. The form of organization of

contemporary art is related to the organization of the society in which it is located.
2



While Capitalist society organization defines the roles played by the state, capital and
civil sphere in the institutionalization of contemporary art, it has enabled capital to play

an active role in global contemporary art, especially after 1980's neoliberal policies.

The experience of capital in contemporary art is contextual and historical specific, but
has shown different forms of existence in different localities. But the common point is
that capital is highly visible in the field of contemporary art globally. On the other hand,
the state, has been visible in contemporary art as an institution that strongly supports

capital while concentrating on to uphold the modern art.

The rapidly increasing number of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) after 1990
had supported civil organizations formed in the arts as well as investing in capitalist
contemporary art. While the funding sources of NGOs’ were separated as capital-based
and non-capital-based, they have been looking also predominantly the supportive of

being of critical and alternative.

Artist initiatives that emerged widely in different geographies especially in the 1960s, in
addition to being state and NGO supported initiatives on a global scale, especially in the
context of Turkey, has been involved in art with significant differences. Turkey, also
depending on the pre-1980 society where political characteristics, economic and cultural
transformations based on, experienced modern art under the political regime the

dominance of state protection of until the 1950s.

In the 1950s, trying to articulate global liberalism, Turkey has created a phenomenon of
modern art began to change due to interaction with political and economic reforms
entered in the arts and in this period, it was seen that private enterprises started their
activities in the field of art. From the 1950s to the 1980s, intellectual and activity
grounds for contemporary art began to be prepared. Neoliberal transformation of the

global context in 1980s provided for the establishment of contemporary art in Turkey.
3



As of this period, and Turkey has started to realize international biennials and
exhibitions by articulating to global contemporary art and has experienced the increase
of individual and collective art’s activities in art. An art system, in which capital is

increasingly in a monopolistic position, has begun to emerge.

The process of initiatives which starts with art communities in Turkey, creating a
different sensibility in contemporary art, as the founding actors of the art definition of
the civil sphere and critically approaching to the capitalist contemporary art, began to
strive to expand the field of its existence. However, this has not been realized as far from
capitalism as desired. Initiatives organized or gathered in connection with different
information and policy relations have collaborated with capitalism indirectly while

carrying out project-based works with NGOs.

In the scale of Ankara, the initiatives in the field of visual arts and audiovisual arts
brought limited criticism to capitalism in the context of knowledge and politics, while
organizing themselves on the basis of difference, and displayed a very distant position in
the context of opposing knowledge and policies. Although they differ from global art
initiatives in terms of funding, they also diverge specifically in terms of the scope and

form of their activities.

Initiatives, even if they are expressed with a single concept, exist in contemporary art by
being subjectively differentiated from each other in their level of organization, activities
and relations with society. In this context, especially the video activist art formations and
initiatives established in Ankara can meet the theoretically desired initiative
conceptualization in the context of the critique and awareness of capitalism. The art
practice of video activists in Ankara fills the content of the initiative conceptualization
envisaged on the basis of both knowledge and politics in the context of opening up the

political and knowledge of image creation to debate.



In the approach to initiatives, the problematic of knowledge and politics in the initiatives
was tried to be made based on the methodological and epistemological propositions of
Feminist Standpoint Theory (FST). In its theoretical expansions, FST criticized
Orthodox modernity in the early periods and tried to uncover the relations of power
which Orthodox modernity has avoided in the production of scientific knowledge. The
methodology it used also depicted the epistemological field and led to the development
of methodology and epistemology together. Because of its position in social theory as a
paradigm between Modernity and Postmodernity, FST has emerged in a context that is
critically developed from the ideas of postmodernity and modernity and has a theoretical
basis. Different views on the interpretation of the FST have emerged between the
positions that are close to modernity and the positions not too far from postmodernity.
However, all of these positional approaches were able to contribute to social theory in

order to make rich subject inquiries and structure criticisms.

1.2. Methodology and the Research Problem of the Study

FST has criticized the methodologies and epistemologies of modernity by considering
politics methodologically with knowledge. Hierarchically positioned scientific
knowledge on the basis of modernity, transferring the suppressed and not-being-
expressed on experiential based positions of everyday knowledge to scientific
knowledge by FST, tried to be revealed the hegemonic relations developed in
science.The Feminist Standpoint Theorists, who link the universality of knowledge with
subjectivity, state that the partiality of knowledge depends on situational, locational,
contingent, embedded, reflective and similar conditions.It did not create a hierarchical
position between the researcher and the researched in the methodological context,tried to
ensure that both sides entered the conditions of knowledge production and research

through interaction and on subjective basis, without the determinism of the structure.



Interaction and experience have enabled subjective reality inscribing to exist between
the researcher and the researched by allowing them to reveal the specificities of their
subjectivities during the research to prevent the formations of hegemonic information,
and rejecting the narrative of reality that hegemonic knowledge establishes away from
their own realities. Implicit, repressed, ignored experiences are considered as important,
were taken as basis in terms of transferring subjectivities (eg emotions) to everyday,

intellectual knowledge.

Unlike the science of orthodox modernity, the politics has been tried to be included in
the research process and has also been recognized as an important component of the
research process. In this context, the stratified formation of dialogue and transfer of
experience between the researcher and the researched in the effort to reach the reality of
the subject, during the research, by raising feminist political consciousness, the reality
that is destorted by hegemonic capitalist knowledge production, enabling the
reinterpretation of feminist subjects with their experiences and concealed or distorted

reality may be revealed.

While the political consciousness of the individual is not an automatic realization and
comprehension depending on the positionality/locationality of the subjects, this
collective political consciousness emerges only on the basis of interaction. Since the
methodology of FST is based on bringing new perspectives to concepts and issues
through feminist theory, it paves the way for hegemonic conceptualizations and
approaches to change, for flexible conceptualization that will establish the subject's own
reality. Since the relationship between subjects and institutions is shaped as reflective
and self-reflective, it allows for dynamic transformation and revision of both situations.
The fact that the feminist posture theory was an intermediate paradigm did not result in
the rejection of the structure in its relationship with the structure, but it was subject to
intense criticism. The emphasis on the subjectivity of FST does not allow for the

destruction of the institution, but for the reinterpretation of the institution in a different
6



way on the basis of contemporary modernity. The question of subjectivity minimizes the
hegemony of the institution on the subject and enables the construction of a new subject
and sociality with real knowledge of the subject based on the transformative subjective
experience. The construction varies depending on the situation, condition and location.
According to FST, transformative knowledge production seems to be directly related to
the position of the subject who establishes the knowledge and the relationship s/he enters
with politics. This creates subjective locational positions and allows the development of
different epistemologies. According to feminist theory, knowledge is partially

interpreted.

Partial conceptualization has been interpreted in two ways within the FST because it
includes integrity and partial partiality. While theoretical positions referring to the
oppressed knowledge think that the oppressed has holistic knowledge, the theorists
advocating purely partiality argue that knowledge and reality are partial without
realizing the positionality of the subject. The mobility that seems to be paradoxical in
FST in between the questioning of structural and subject, causes the theoretical
enrichment of feminist epistemology and strengthening of it on the basis of the
understanding of the social.

Theorists of FST, which are predominantly close to postmodern theory, consider the
emphasis on difference as an important opening for the theory. The methodologies of
FST are critical in that they can pave the way for the discovery of all differences. The
inclusion of different perspectives in knowledge can establish dialogues between
universality and locality while criticizing essentialist epistemologies. In this way,
stratified methodological and epistemological gains are achieved in achieving the reality
of knowledge.

In the methodological approach of FST, the prominence of subjectivities both

epistemologically and methodologically is crucial in the context of criticizing rationality.
7



FST, which criticizes orthodox modernity theory in methodological and epistemological
aspects, has provided the development of Achievement and Perspective positions
depending on the positioning of the politics in the production of knowledge. This
distinction has different consequences in terms of epistemological and political
theoretical transitions. Within the scope of the thesis, while obtaining the position of
Achievement close to modernity theory, epistemologically the field knowledge and

theoretical framework are prioritized.

However, on a methodological basis, the Achievement stance is considered to be
important in terms of theoretical and political bases. The Achievement position sees
feminist politics as an important component in the production of knowledge, including
its establishment, and takes into account the Marxist connections of the underlying
feminist politics. In this context, the necessity and importance of showing the material
grounds of reality of feminist subject are taken into consideration.(Intemann,2010)

In order for the researcher to interact in the field sensitive to politics and to show the
material grounds of reality and construct the reality for the subjects, the stripping of the
participant and the researcher from the dominant relations should be taken as basis.The
result of this is that through allowing subjective interaction on the basis of subjects’
specificities in order to be the founder of its own realities and / or research, they were
made to be self-founders of knowledge rather than passive language and action. The
formation of knowledge in the founding of this self-experience was accepted as an

important feature of emancipation and revelation of subjectivities.

Although the relationship between the researcher and the researched is not one-way,
there is a possibility of change in both directions. In this case, the theoretical knowledge
can be transformed by the researcher as well as the transformation of the researched

subjects can be possible.



The main research problematics in the thesis is based on the defense of the thesis of “In
the paradigmatic questioning of art CAls should be examined on the basis of knowledge

and politics within the specificities of subjectivity through the FST-methodology”.

1.3. Expected Contributions of the Study

1.3.1. ExpectedTheoretical Contributions of the Study

From the perspective of FST, the contribution to scientific knowledge through
multilayered interaction on the political ground,while the knowledge produced by FST
methodology preventing the possibility of weakening the group movement of
deconstructed modernity’s post-structural explanation and decentralized subject of
postmodern paradigm of the social and weakening in specific the feminist movement,
marginalizes through focusing on interactive agentic politics of relational theory and
weakness of it in structural explanations, it is thought that it cannot provide the social
reality and exposing the subject's implicit knowledge of the social. In this context,
specific and subjective expansions of the subject can be provided and it is envisaged that
subject problematic can be done intensively within the intermediate paradigm.

The interaction and dialogue that provides change will lead to the creation of a more
‘democratic’ CA on multiple grounds and the formation of a theory that is sensitive to
diversity. It is expected that hegemonic relations in the institutional narrative of CA will
be revealed by the methodological and epistemological approaches used and will
contribute to the writing of the theory in the interpretation of reality by revealing the

embedded and constructed specific subjectivities of the more valid and social.

The theoretical criticism of contemporary art initiatives (CAIS) is expected to strengthen

the epistemological and ontological positions in the knowledge and political positions of



contemporary art initiatives in contemporary art and provide the basis for theoretical
perspectives that can produce theoretical knowledge and politics about themselves.

The approach of FST to social theory with feminist sensitivity is expected to make use
of the theoretical perspectives on the basis of feminist subject and structure, as it is
expanding the scope both horizontally and deeply, or to engage in dialogue.

Specifically, the limited knowledge and applications of FST in the literature of Turkey,
it was thought to be that the possibility of expanding the usage of the theory while

increasing its visibility in the context of Turkey.

With the increasing diversity of CAls, a contribution was made from the approach of
FST towards theoretical knowledge written in this field, and it was envisaged that it
would enrich the understanding of initiatives and their theoretical explanation at the
level of knowledge and politics.

1.3.2. Expected Methodological Contributions of the Study

Considering the interaction between the researcher and the researched in the field as a
reference will be provided the criticism of dichotomy and the real knowledge of the

subject will be revealed through interaction of the parties.

In the field of CA, it is thought that CAls can be the founding subject of a new
understanding of CA and those that will transform the capitalist CA. In this context, it
was foreseen that by interacting with the participants, it would be possible to propose the
construction of theoretical and practical grounds with a new perspective on the dominant
CA field. For this purpose, it is thought that it is possible to reduce the traditional
sovereign position of the academy by trying to formulate the questions from a feminist

perspective, even within the academy.
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The hegemonic art narrative, which does not consider the CAls as transformative
subjects as peripheral formations, will be able to comprehend the theoretical and specific
methodological basis of the reality by revealing the knowledge and politicity of reality

through a field research based on the interaction with the CAls members.

1.3.3. Expected Practical Contributions of the Study

The theoretical knowledge developed on the knowledge and politics of CAls approached
on the basis of the FST will have the potential to lead to a possible transformation by
questioning the positioning of all actors in the art environment within CA.By
understanding that FST has a special locational position among feminist theories, it will
be seen that intersectional-like concepts developed within the context of relational

theory can be used in different theoretical positions in a social relationship with FST.

Deepening the questioning of the subject will strengthen the politics by increasing the
activism in the writing of the knowledge of the subject’s reality. In this context, CAls
will be able to test their own thoughts based on their reflections and self-reflections of
their responses during the field work speeches, it will be possible for a feminist
researcher who conducts an academic study and academy-based research to see that they
cannot see on the theoretical basis of their knowledge or may become possible to see

how they are evaluated as an external eye.

The research environment will also make practical contributions to the extent to which
the researcher can use the theory competently and how much feminist arguments can be
realized. In an academic dissertation to be written at the master's level, it will make a
multi-faceted contribution to the experience of an inexperienced researcher in terms of
academic research.An important dimension of this contribution will be that the
experiences experienced in the academic field and those that are hidden or neutralized

will be written with self-experience, and the problems that the researchers who write
11



academic thesis may have will be expressed more clearly and contribute to gaining a

different awareness.

1.4. Structure of the Thesis

This thesis consists of six chapters and sub-chapters. In the first chapter, a brief
introduction to the theoretical query of the thesis is made and the discussions of the
selected topic and the theory within the scope of the literature are tried to be
summarized. Here, the historical development of the CAls and the theoretical sources it
Is tried to be mentioned and the development and institutionalization of contemporary
art are explained at the theoretical level. Mentioning the level of organization of
contemporary art in Turkey, the adaptation and contradiction of CAls in Ankara to the
general profile of Turkey are mentioned. Taking into account the divergence of the
Ankara initiatives within themselves, the opinions developed for them were expressed.
In the following subtitle, the methodology of the thesis and the research problematic are
presented. The methodological reference of the theory of feminist standpoint in the
context of the study of CAI problematic is examined, the sub-headings questioned in the
research are described. In the sub-headings regarding the expected contribution of the
thesis, theoretical, methodological and practical potential contributions to the thesis are
tried to be expressed. The areas and contents that are thought to contribute to both FST,

initiatives and contemporary art in general are expressed.

In the second part, the theoretical basis of the thesis is tried to be explained. The
theoretical ground formed on the basis of FST was tried to be explained with the
expansions and paradoxes of the theory. The conceptualization stages of art as a social
institution are aimed to be explained on the basis of intersectionalities of disciplines.
Finally, it is tried to emphasize the collective organization of CAIls, which are civil

fields, and their historical specificities in art.
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In the third chapter, adaptation of FST methodology as a methodological approach in the
field scale is tried to be explained within the scope of subjective experiences and
relationships. Concerning the methodology of FST, the limitations of the field domain,
experienced as a researcher, were tried to be explained. At the end of the field, the
experiences were recorded with various methods and this information was tried to be

transferred in the text.

In the fourth chapter, the developments of CA and CAls in Turkey’s particularity are
tried to be explained on the basis of historical and specificities of contextual peculiarities
of Turkey. Turkey's economic, political and cultural specific locations have been tried to

be clarified on its local basis and the relations with the global.

In the fifth chapter, qualitative analysis of the knowledge obtained specifically from the
field is carried out, by combining the field findings with the theoretical interpretation of
the field, a critical interpretation of CAls was made on the basis of FST. Accordingly,
field knowledge has not fully met the theoretical expectations, but also revealed

important realities of the knowledge and politics of CAIs.

In the Sixth Conclusion Section, theoretical and methodological limitations have been
expressed and evaluations have been made regarding the knowledge and politics of the
CAls.Although it is thought that Ankara has a significant art potential, it is observed that
the knowledge and politics potential of the CAls in general is very low at the CAI
level.In this regard, although art initiatives that are considered as transformative active
subjects/agencies do not make knowledge and politics inquiries as expected, problems
have been observed about the radicality of the relationship they have entered into with

politics.
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CHAPTER 2

FEMINIST THEORY, INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF ART AND ART
INITATIVES

2.1. Feminist Praxis and Social Theory

The forms of organization of capitalist societies transform the knowledge in terms of
quality and quantity by developing original methods for the production, distribution and
use of knowledge.Capitalist and advanced capitalist societies make use of the
transformative power of knowledge -in a sense, from knowledge and politics co-
ordination - to ensure the continuity and reproduction of capitalism.In this sense,
conservative and reformist knowledge and politics maintains the order of capitalism and
leads to the conclusion of this interaction in favor of capitalism in every new form of
society in its spatial and temporal context. Breaking the continuity of capitalism and
paving the way for radical knowledge and politics production seem to be directly linked
to the relationship society has with the concepts of knowledge and politics. In the
organization of capitalist society, in the elimination of the exploitation of labor, the
concept of class consciousness in the orthodox context carries important clues for the
contemporary knowledge and politics to be produced at the most fundamental level. In
this dialectical relationship, the ‘knowledge’ produced / emerged in favor of labor also
makes possible the transformation. Similarly, the radical production of institutional and
non-institutional knowledge in the transformation of capitalist society, when considered
together with politics, can lead to the conceptualization of capitalism as a system open to

transformation.

14



Scientific knowledge that will be produced in the academy has an important potential in
the formation of the knowledge set that ensures the continuity of capitalism
institutionally. Higher education institutions, organized within the framework of
neoliberal policies and producing knowledge, instrumentalize themselves as

stakeholders of the system.

Paradoxically, it contributes to the improvement of the system by co-ordinating the
methodological and epistemological processes followed by the scientific knowledge
produced while referring to scientific practices.However, the transformation of this
system, in which the relations of exploitation are increasing and deepening day by day,
can change direction with the change of the parameters referenced by scientific
knowledge.The qualitative and quantitative development of scientific knowledge
sensitive to the society and the individual can be made possible through the political
reorganization of the basin of knowledge produced in society in epistemological
terms.Feminist praxis plays a critical role in changing the direction of this
organization.Feminist politics and the production of knowledge have the potential to
enable the establishment of new social relations by changing the capitalist knowledge
that presents an unequal and exploitative, form of life contrary to human ‘nature’,
through the establishment of new and sensitive conceptual relations.The organization of
capitalist knowledge production, which is not limited to scientific knowledge, also
shapes the accumulation of everyday and intellectual knowledge. Not only does it draw
the boundaries of everyday and intellectual life, but it also directs its knowledge and
keeps societies in the grip of capitalist knowledge. Feminist radical knowledge and
politics can reveal the authenticity and reality of the individual in which the capitalist
system is trying to suppress and distort, by methodological-and epistemologically
related- methods. In this way, the organization of capitalist knowledge, which is patched

on the individual and believed to be her/his knowledge, can be shaken.
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The understanding of the relationship that scientific, everyday and intellectual
knowledge enters with capitalism can be understood through different combinations in
different contexts. These knowledge sets are transformed by realizing their own
movements along with social change. In this context, the definition of each set of
knowledge can also be expanded, narrowed, or intersectional. These changes are not
unidirectional / linear but change depending on time, condition, location and similar
positions. In this respect, the subjectivity and specificity of the knowledge sets compose

important inquire areas.

The social and spatial-temporal conditions in which the capitalist system and order
began to organize, and their intersection, coincide with the conditions on which the
social sciences, which produce the knowledge and theoretical projections of the social
and the related ones in the process of the emergence and development of social theory,
refer to the acceptance as a science. On a disciplinary basis, social sciences contribute to
the stratification of social theory by producing different critical or relational /
intersectional theoretical knowledge. The theoretical knowledge produced differs in
paradigmatic aspects. Knowledge produced on the basis of different paradigms is
separated separately or as a whole with reference to the paradigm to which it is based on
epistemological, methodological and ontological foundations. Considering this context,
the approaches of classical and contemporary / late modern theories that emphasize
scientific knowledge in the production and quality of knowledge and postmodern
theories that bring criticism and / or rejection to science and open the tension between
daily knowledge and scientific knowledge differ. This discussion includes not only the
problem of epistemology, but also the methodological and ontological problems. The
methodological dimensions of reaching or revealing knowledge also differentiate within
themselves and transform the content of knowledge. Ontological assumptions compose
the basis for the formation of problematics and social knowledge to be produced.
Epistemological, methodological and ontological inquiries also vary when considered

with different social paradigmatic perspectives. These parameters, which are the
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constituent elements of scientific theory in modernity, gain different contents and
meanings in postmodernity and relational paradigms. The development of different
paradigmatic views and the knowledge generated on different paradigmatic bases can be
said to be advanced views with reference to classical / orthodox modernity. These ideas,
based on criticism or rejection of classical modernity, have led to the production of
different knowledge. The ontological, epistemological and methodological view of
classical modernity, objective scientific knowledge based on positivist science
understanding, based on essentialist, universal / generalist and rational fundamental
assumptions that refer to universal laws, led to the finding of meaning within the
structure and determination of the subjectivity within the structure. Paradigmatic
perspectives that criticize classical modernity have adopted a liberating attitude by

criticizing this deterministic relationship between subject and structure.

From a cyclical and paradigmatic point of view, the Feminist theoretical perspective has
emerged critically within the social theory in the general sense of the methodological

assumptions of classical modernity in the production of scientific knowledge.

Based on the emphasis on objectivity of scientific modernity, the assumption that
politics, more generally subjectivity, adversely affects scientific knowledge and cannot
be a source of scientific knowledge, is thought to contribute critically to the
development of Feminist knowledge and politics, scientific knowledge and scientific
method.

This methodological and epistemological critique has led to the initiation of the radical
critique of the classical modernist positivist scientific ‘prejudices’ on the evaluation of

knowledge and politics as two incontrovertible phenomena.

In the theoretical conception of the idea of modernity, the politics, which is thought to

lead to the distortion of objective values considered essential in the formation of
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knowledge, is carried to the scientific field by the effort of feminist theory and politics,
and it is important to show the visibility of the social reality of women and how it is
possible to make possible change with the different dimensions of this visibility. The
social reality of women, which makes it necessary to think together knowledge and
politics, reveals the necessity of choosing both, not one of both parameters, in producing
knowledge and politics in order to eliminate the existing social inequality. As with any
social reality, there are different paradigmatic perspectives in the social theory of
understanding, explaining and changing the social reality of women. The ontological,
methodological, and epistemological differentiation of these paradigmatic perspectives
in the way that they deal with women and the relations it enters with social institutions is
obviously guiding the reflection of women’s reality and feminist politics. Even if
paradigmatic approaches differ on a theoretical basis, two criteria, including all
paradigms, appear to be important for understanding, explaining, and changing the
social position of women. These are knowledge and politics.

There are separate approaches to feminist knowledge and politics within feminist theory
and politics. Modernist, contemporary modernist, postmodernist and relational feminist
theory offer different approaches to the duality of knowledge and politics. However, in
feminist knowledge and politics, the understanding of the feminist subject and the
change of its unequal social position can be explained in the most meaningful way with

FST in contemporary modernity theory.

Understanding the issue of women’s knowledge and politics in contemporary manner
calls for acknowledging Feminist Theories and Feminist movements’ changes and
divergencies in their accumulations. These accumulations in feminist praxis are not

unified and total, but historically specific, partial, embedded and contingent.
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2.2. Modernity Theory, Feminist Modernity Theory and Politics

Feminist theory and politics emerged in modernity in the late 18th and 19th centuries
with a central focus on women. Feminist theory can be said that politics has an
important place in the formation of knowledge since it is a view that activism is the
source of it. Feminist activism emerged with a liberal thought in the face of the social
and political situation created by the inequality of men and women in society, which
developed by using feminist theory. Of course, this unequal position and questioning of
men and women in society is based before the history of the movement. However, the
conceptualization of this unequal position as a collective political struggle contributed to
the foundation of knowledge and politics on feminism, and to the critical (or partial use)
of other modernist schools as a reflection of modernity. Feminist activism, which is the
source of feminist theory, can be thought of as the first wave, namely the feminist
politics of the late nineteenth century and the second wave of feminist activism that
developed after the 1960s. Liberal thoughts and liberal understanding of modern
democracy developed with the formation of modern capitalist societies paradoxically
position the woman as a subject in its doctrine as an individual does not fulfill her rights
and demands in society on the basis of equality. While the first wave feminist activism
focused on the public sphere, it developed a politics based on theoretical texts that
problematized the existence of women limited to the private sphere in the public-private
sphere, and made demands based on women's missing rights of choice and property-like
(McLaughlin, 2003, p.1). The fading of the first wave as a political movement and the
emergence of the second wave movement, with the differentiation of demands and focus
of thought, focuses on establishing a public-private relationship between the feminist
movement and the second wave movement and expands the field of inquiry. In the
public sphere, the second wave of feminism, where women's rights struggles as a
subject, and in the private sphere, the conditions in which women's production and
reproduction are opened to question, are important in the context of their different

conceptualizations and their ability to bring issues into feminist action (McLaughlin,
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2003, p.1). Additions to feminist literature and movement... included sexuality,
reproduction, domestic labor and domestic violence. Again, during the second wave of a
rich body of feminist theoretical ideas developed, closely linked to the activities of the

Women's Liberation Movement ’(McLaughlin, 2003, p.1).

Feminist theory peculiars and shares classical modernist understandings in various ways.
To begin, Feminist theory in modernist understanding as being critical realist like
Orthodox Marxism which is influenced by, bases its premises on Modernity’s main

assumptions of Rationalism, Universalism and Essentialism.

Modernist feminist theory outsets its arguments through methodological
problematizations of classical/orthodox science approach of modernist schools. Unlike
Orthodox Marxist understanding and positivist and interpretative schools, modernist
feminist theory challenges the unit of analysis of modernity in terms of gender.
According to modernist feminist understanding, woman and man are two different
analytical categories in social analysis. Challenging the unit of analysis, although
partially substantiated by feminist philosophers in modernity, virtually is a claim of
criticisms of modernity’s theoretical understanding. Asserting woman’s difference as
analytical category tenderly objects epistemology of modernity so to ontology.
However, this is not efficiently substantiated by modernist feminist theory. By the same
token, this basic premise of modernist feminist theory is jointly accepted by the sub-
theoretical categories in it. Liberal, Radical, Socialist, and Marxist Feminist Theories are
all gender-based, dualistic and science-based approaches. However, the arguments and

political propositions of each one are based on different grounds.

Furthermore, modernist feminist understanding is totalistic. Although it is composed of
plural feminist approaches, its repertoire represents itself as a single feminism. It unifies
different feminist approaches into one single definition with all their partial and specific

attainments and objections.
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Feminist politics in modernity is vigorously against patriarchal hegemony (namely
patriarchy in modernist analysis) and dedicated itself to empowerment of women in
economic and social life as unpaid reproductive labor and/or wage labor in capitalist
society. Divergent fractions in feminist politics due to their specific approach to
ontology of women and her labor, analysis of capitalist society, and neoliberal political
economies engage in unified feminist politics with their specificities to emancipate
woman from patriarchal hegemony together with creating an awareness towards the

ideological operations in capitalist society.
2.3. Criticisms of Modernist Theory and Modernist Feminist Theory and Politics

Afore-mentioned peculiarities of feminist theoretical and political approaches are
profoundly criticized by contemporary modernist' and postmodernist perspectives of
feminist theory? including political movements. Predominantly, modernist feminist
understanding recognizes the main assumptions of modernity and being successors of
them —may be unintentionally- in its theoretical and political approach. Despite these
assumptions imply the hegemony of men which is fairly resisted by feminist
theoreticians and activists, they are continued together with politics and theories of
modernist feminism. Moreover, modernist feminist theory, like many modernist schools,
focuses on methodology. Epistemological and ontological emphasises are not
sufficiently supplied by modernist feminist understanding. Being dualistic, reductionist
and totalistic are not positive connotations for contemporary modernist and

postmodernist perspectives because of not explaining the social reality (specifically for

1| use the conceptualisation of ‘contemporary modernist perspectives’ referring to Mehmet Ecevit’s
conceptualisation which deeply criticize modernist understanding but do not realize a paradigm shifting.

2 Theoretical criticisms of social theory in contemporary modernist and postmodernist perspectives can
also be included to this argument. So, it is not specific to contemporary modernist and postmodernist
feminist theory alone. | did not include these argumenets due to specific focus of this study to feminist
theory.
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women) in expected manner. Specifically postmodernist feminism criticizes modernist
feminism and also contemporary modernist feminism® to conserve the scientific

approach to social reality.

Feminist political movement has also been criticized. Such politics is criticized as
dualistic and reductionist by contemporary modernist theories and postmodernist
approaches. It focuses only to dualistic character of the conceptualisation of the social in
terms of man and woman and eliminates diversities and specificities of women within
them. Additionally, the hegemony is plural. So, it is undesirable to attribute the word
patriarchy to single signifier. Further, the subject of political movement is not single so
not woman. There are subjects who are against the plural hegemony of social. Since

modernity is not exprienced in similar terms, its interpretation thus differentiate.

2.4. Postmodernist and Postmodern Feminist Thoughts and Politics

Before explaining why contemporary modernist feminist positioning, specifically
Feminist Standpoint Theory is more eligible explanatory stance to understand women’s
knowledge and politics. Postmodernist feminisms, like all structural postmodern
positionings, uses languge as a base to understand social reality. The semiotic analysis of
reality creates relative, dispersed, multiple realities. In structural and poststructural
analysis of reality, structures are deconstructed and subject is decentered. No single
center but multiple centers constitute the main focus of the discoursive understanding.
Equality of difference gains importance. So the subject of feminist politics has changed.
The categories of sex besides gender regain its importance. The coalition politics
become crucial to revolt against multiple hegemonies of neoliberal political systems.
Post-structuralist Approaches to LGBTTQQIAAP (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,

transsexual, queer, intersex, asexual, ally, pansexual) identities become critical identical

® It will be clarified in the next part that, contemporary modernist position will be criticizing the scientific
approach deeply as an answer to charges of postmodernist paradigm.
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positionings that challenge gender understanding(s) of feminisms which are in and

beyond postmodernist feminisms.

2.5. Criticisms of Postmodern and Postmodern Feminist Thought and Politics

Postmodernist feminist thoughts leave no room for ‘feminism(s)’ at all. If the
‘analytical’ category of woman/women which feminist theory bases its arguments as a
subject(s) of inquiry, deconstructed or dispersed, there would be no concept of feminism
to sustain the women’s knowledge loaded with politics in its historical aggregations.
There would be also a danger of not explaining the material conditions of feminist
theor(-ies)y and politics if postmodernist language analysis has taken to be considered.
To understand the value of feminist contributions to social theory and politics in general
in terms of understanding and exhibiting the reality which is represented falsely in a
capitalist society, there should be causal explanations of why and how this occures. This
causal explanation however can be relative, locational, contextual, situational,
contingent and embedded in the specificities of subjectivities of subjects and of

structures.

2.6. Feminist Standpoint Theory

Feminist Standpoint Theory (FST) emerged in 1970s and 1980s as theory — especially as
an epistemological and methodological criticism- which radically criticize the Orthodox
Modernity’s basic assumptions. (Harding,2004b; Cockburn,2015)

FST has developed as critique to not involving the politics in the process of production
of knowledge that leads to risk of ruin the objectivism in the production of knowledge
while emphasizing the importance of positivist science understanding’s objectivisim in

the production of scientific knowledge (Harding,2004d)
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According to FST, production of scientific knowledge involves relations of power.
(Hennesy,1993) So, knowledge which is thought as objective is not created as objective
and if only the knowledge which will be set with the right politics will reflect the reality
of the knwoledge. In that sense, FST claims the neccesity of thinking politics and
knowledge together. It can be said that this theory criticizes other paradigmatic stances
beside modernist theory while handling politics and knowledge together not only in

describing the reality but in the context of explaining and revoluting.(Jaggar,2004)

Although Feminist Standpoint Theorists do not consider themselves to be pure
standpoint theorists, this citation has taken this name as a result of the fact that in the
feminist interpretation of the theory, Harding (2004) gathered thinkers and activists who
dealt with the feminist interpretation of the standpoint theory under a theoretical

concept.

FST not only limited to social sciences, but also contributed to the development of the
knowledge of natural sciences by criticizing and applying them with the contributions of
Feminist Natural Scientists (Hoffman,2001; Rose,2004;Roy,2008).Although FST was
formed critically by the Positivist and Interpretivist schools at the beginning stage, it was
seen that the theorists who were especially close to Postmodern theory in the
development of the theory were fed by the Interpretivist school, especially the Weberian

interpretation.

In addition to being formed by the contributions of different disciplines and criticisms of
feminist thinkers and activists with a different paradigmatic perspective, FST carries
traditional aspects as it includes theoretical theorist modernist and postmodernist
theoretical elements. Positions between postmodernity and modernity paradigms and
sometimes close to one or the other may constitute paradoxicalities of the theory.
Particularly, different epistemological and methodological approaches in the

development of different schools lead to the use of conflicting ideas and arguments
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because of their adoption of different themes in knowledge and policy production. This
leads to the perception of a traditional, complex and eclectic contemporary modernist

theory ground.

In spite of these contradictions, in order to develop different feminist knowledge and
theories of different schools, efforts to create areas that have practical benefits and social
and intersectional and dialogue about social issues can be considered as contributions of

FST to theory and politics.

These theories and activists, historically and connected to the wave metaphor, including
the second wave feminists, bring both theoretical and political criticism to the schools /
schools of modernity and to the Orthodox Feminist view, which is also conceptualized

as the first wave.

Ontologically, the FST’s unit of analysis is individual because it does not reject
modernity despite all its expansions, deepening and criticism, and because it is an in-
modern criticism. However, since the individual's handling focuses on the specificity of
the subjectivity of the individual, unlike modernity schools, the differences of
individuals are based. This is not a unified and structured understanding of the
individual, but a foundation that takes into account the multiple ontological positions of
the individual. These multiple positionalities indicate that each individual is
ontologically different individuals and that they are rich subjects that cannot be grasped
by a general ontological understanding. Therefore, ontologically based epistemology of
ontologically differentiated individuals also varies. In this context, feminist subjects are
too extensive to be understood only by being reduced to the understanding of unified
women. Although feminist activism and theory are tried to be defended and argued that
women are different subjects than men in the emergence stage of modernity, with the
development of feminist theories and activisms, the feminist understanding of the

subject is shaped as the theoretical and political theory that includes women, but also
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leads to different identities and ontological positions. In this context, it is possible to
construct feminist subjects criticizing universality and essentialism. Orthodox modernist
feminists' efforts to defend / support that women are different from men and, to a limited
extent, do so coincide with the FST's attitude to the plurality of feminist subjects by
theorists who are close to second-wave feminists. In this context, the thinkers who are
close to postmodern feminism try to criticize this pluralistic structure and strengthen the
ontology of the theory (Kourany,2009;Rouse, 2004;Hartsock,2004a, Harnois, 2010,
Narayan,2004).

Since the thinkers located close to modernity could not bring in-depth criticism to the
rationality and ontological conception of Modernity, these criticisms of the works of the
theorists who maintained the modernist perspective were limited in theory. However,
theorists emphasized pluralism, difference, and activism (but not explicitly in their
debates on subjectivity and specificity), arguing close to the arguments of
postmodernity, and offered methodological (and epistemological) propositions to

criticize ontology and rationality (Rouse,2009).

The emphasis on specificity, which the FST deals with in trying to understand the
specificities of the subjectivities of different subjects, does not show that the subject of
the FST is in the indivisible understanding of the individual. The subject of the FST
should be understood as a group. However, this group is a group understanding that
includes differences, and is not universal and the essentialist (Pels,2004; New,1998).

In FST, group conceptualization as a subject can involve and expand without creating a
decisive and unified structure. Critically criticizing the hegemonic constructivism of the
structure and the duality of modernity, the FST deeply criticizes the determination of
individuals by the structure. In this context, they approached the specificities of the

subjectivities of subjects and thus the discussion of activism.
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However, the fact that the structure is protected in spite of the criticism of the
relationship between the structure and the subjects prevents it from having a mere actor
discussion. Although the emergence of FST is mainly based on the epistemological
basis, the position of the theory critically, especially in modernity, has led to intensive
methodological criticism besides the opening to postmodernity.

Therefore, it was possible to provide the epistemology of FST with the methodology to
support it. Methodologically, FST values the oppressed knowledge by revealing the

mechanisms of power through interaction.

The FST opposes the submission of knowledge as general valid experiences by
subjecting subjectivities to suppression and passing through the so-called objective
understanding of science, as in the positivist understanding of science. FST takes care of
interpreting the repeated questioning of experience, including the research process,

depending on an intersubjective situation and condition and revealing differences.

Experience (subjectively or theoretically group experience) appears to be an important
beginning in the production of knowledge and politics, and a breakdown of the power of
theoretical / conceptual hegemony. Contrary to what is stated theoretically, the
conceptual hegemonies of disciplines and the science / knowledge production policies

are attempted to be overcome in FST methodology.

Rather than a sterile and isolated understanding of knowledge production, it underlines
the extent to which politics, social influence and conditions are involved in the process
of knowledge generation, and how distant the theories are supposed to reflect the reality

of subjects.

To this end, FST provides the subjects with the ‘tools’ to write their own reality. In

understanding what the social is, it deals with causality in the context of theoretical
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perspectives that are located close to orthodox modernity and in particular to Marxist

understanding in modernity criticism.

The explanation of the emphasis on causality is not sufficient to describe the facts, but
because of the purpose of demonstrating the importance of historical material conditions
in the formation of facts and developing appropriate policies. To show the reasons and
results of the phenomenon, to analyze its hegemonic relations and to reach its current
knowledge through feminist politics. Emphasis on causality is not the only and common
methodology used in the FST. In this theory, it is tried to show the nature of
intersectionality and interlocking by emphasizing the emphasis on causality in the
theoretical position close to postmodernity, highlighting difference, specificity and

pluralism.

In this context, to the smallest part of the cases discussed, the focus is on the ways of
deepening and interrelation. This association is the moment when it is observed that it is
located closer to the Interpretive understanding of the FST rather than the Critical
Realist understanding.The political understanding of the FST, which is attempted to be
shaped between causality and pluralism, is also guided by methodological and
epistemological connections.The arguments of the FST, which are located close to
modernity, do not place a duality-based patriarchal emphasis on man, such as Orthodox

Modernist Feminist theory and politics, but oppose hegemony.

However, in this opposition, the political subject may still seem to be essentialist and
universal, albeit critically, in terms of the approach of the group as ‘the common policy
of the same political demand of all oppressed’ through the policy of the subject that

hegemony crushes.
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In addition, the feminist standpoint theorists, which are located close to modernity,
suggest that despite all the oppressed subjects because the movement is feminist, they

act with an understanding based on women's emancipation.

However, theorists who are located close to the paradigm of postmodernity show that
different subjects within the group are trying to make a coalition policy with different

demands of knowledge and policy on the basis of knowledge and politics.

In this context, feminist subjects, where all differences are included, are understood not
only to be reduced to women; In a sense, postmodernity within the FST makes a
significant opening in terms of methodology as well as epistemological pluralism. The
intersection of intersectionality provides a rich analysis opportunity in the context of
including different causalities and conclusions. However, this situation is weak in terms

of showing historical material grounds.

The methodological orientation in the formation of knowledge and policy of the FST
emerges from epistemological positions. Therefore, the positions of feminist subjects in
society and their relations in this position provide the perspective and tools that reveal

how they should produce knowledge and make policies.
It would be descriptive to discuss epistemological positivities that underlie the

methodology of this theory under certain headings- strong objectivity, oppressed

knowledge, epistemic advantage, epistemic authority(Harding,2004d).
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2.6.1. Feminist Standpoint Epistemologies: Epistemic Privilege and Epistemic
Authority

Harding mentions three epistemologies in his 1983 essay on feminist epistemologies.
These epistemologies are Feminist Empiricism, FST and Postmodern Feminism. Stating
that there are differences between these epistemologies, Feminist Empricism as
theoretical approach coincides with orthodox modernist understanding, while FST's
critique of modernity corresponds to epistemological approach with postmodern
paradigm reference. Emphasizing the importance of politics as well as epistemologies,
Harding conceptualizes the political part by conceptualizing it as Feminism. An
important point in Harding's handling is that she still accepts the ontology of modernity
here, and that there is no emphasis on subjectivity. In the development of post-1990
FST, we see an attempt to establish a connection between feminist epistemologies. We
try to establish a link between feminist empiricism and FST by emphasizing the
importance of FST. In a sense, this kind of handling can be said to be a sign of a hybrid
science critique and an attempt to integrate politics into knowledge (the oppressed

knowledge) (Intemann, 2010).

Harding emphasizes that integration of politics and knowledge is necessary to make
better and more objective (strong objectivity) science. According to Harding, if FST and
politics of it are used, the objective understanding of objective science is criticized and
replaced by feminist values. According to Harding, the theory of standpoint strategically
chooses the questions and answers about social reality and makes a choice among them,
since the methodological approach brought to it is also important for this
epistemological attainment. (2004) Considering that some spatial theoretical
explanations are more valid for feminist theory on the basis of politics and knowledge,
others are preferred over theoretical positions of other positional positions. The political
aim pursued here is closely related to the objectivity of the standpoint (Crasnow,2013).

But this approach is criticized for the partiality of knowledge. Rather than being more
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objective, reflecting differences and understanding that there can never be holistic

objective knowledge is considered critical.

2.6.2. Perspective and Achievement Theories

Another paradigmatic position that needs to be emphasized in the understanding of FST
is the separation of FSTs on the adoption of Perspective standpoint and Achievement
standpoint approaches. This positioning is closely related to Epistemic Advantage and
Epistemic Authority. (Garcia-Selgas,2004;Janack,1997)

Achievement standpoint approach can be described as a return to Marxist roots. It
should be noted here that the subject of the FST is the group rather than the individual.
In this respect, although the specificity of the subjectivity of the subject is emphasized, it
is important to consider the subject as a group in terms of emphasizing feminist politics.
But this group understanding is not holistic and hierarchical. Differences of subjects may
coexist on a politics basis. Regardless of the differences, politics is the point that unites
them, Dbut political gains are considered possible through group achievement
(Harding,2009).

Hennesy (1993) emphasized the necessity of demonstrating the material ground when
combining empirical experience with theory, emphasizing the importance of material
social experience by advancing from the Marxist foundation, because it is not possible to
go beyond the description of what is experienced without these grounds. It seems

important to show why, rather than reveal why, rather than how.

2.6.3. Feminist Standpoint Theory and Women’s Standpoint Theories

The ontological interrogation of the FST is limited in relation to its methodological and

epistemological critique. As a contemporary modernist theory, FST also brings radical
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criticism to the hypothesis of universality and essentialism of modernity, but it cannot
bring fundamental criticism to the understanding of rationality. The FST emphasized the
partiality of knowledge by bringing radical criticism to the positivist conception of
science . In addition to the ontological inquiry of knowledge, it also brought a radical
critique to the positivist conception of science in terms of questioning the position and
experience of the subject (eg the researcher) in the practice of scientific knowledge. The
Feminist Standpoint Theorists (for example, Hekman), who were influenced by
postmodernity theory, think that the expansions of the Interpretive School (especially
Weber's), instead of the Marxist basis, could bring important expansions to the
questioning of women. It should be noted here that there are significant differences in
the basics of Realist school and Interpretive school. Perhaps one of the most important is
the naming of this theory. Realist school emphasizes feminist roots, while interpretive
school places the woman in the foreground. This means that two separate
nomenclatures, FST or women's standpoint theory (WST), are based on different schools
(Haraway,2004; Hekman,2004a; Collins,2004b).

Based on this idea, it is thought that in the relation of knowledge and politics, the
emphasis on politics in WST is lowered than the FST nomenclature. The thought to be
revealed in the naming of WST is to reveal the richness of the subject (the originality of
the subjectivity of the subject) by deepening the subject's understanding emphasized by
the theory.

In addition, the WST's criticism of the FST is that the ‘woman’ subject of feminist
theory is insufficient to contain the plurality of subjects. The women experience, the
claim that it should not be generalized as essentialist, draws attention to the emphasis on
the difference between subjects. Although postmodern thought is criticized, it is
emphasized that it may provide important expansions in terms of hegemony question.
The theoretical interpretations of the WST advocates include the claim that policy will

be made on a postmodern basis. The independence of women from the modernist-based
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analysis as a social category and its approach to the postmodern basis includes the
separation of a theory based on it and its Western-based, middle-class and white male-
based thought, and thus the woman's ability to make her own and unique narrative
possible (Bracke and De La Bellacasa, 2004; Crasnow,2009).

2.6.4. Situated Subjective Epistemologies

The contribution of black feminists to theory is important in the development of FST.
The oppressed consciousness makes it possible, theoretically, to reinterpret social
reality. But this consciousness is achieved through political struggle, not automatically.
In this context, there is a distinction between Epistemic Advantage and Epistemic
Authority. The epistemic advantage is interpreted as the consciousness that the
oppressed consciousness automatically gains from the position of the subjects, while the
Epistemic authority asserts that the oppressed consciousness is acquired as a result of
feminist politics. The oppressed knowledge is considered to be more inclusive since it
also includes the knowledge of the oppressed and the oppressor. But this is also
criticized by the discussion of partiality of knowledge and partiality of situational,
spatial and  contingency  (Collins,2004a;  Harding,2004c;  Hartsock,2004b;
Smith,2004;Hekman,2004b)

The nature of the institutional systematic oppression phenomenon that constitutes the
oppression conditions is an interlocking and the oppression phenomenon is embedded in
it in this conception (Wylie,2004,Rolin,2009;Farganis,1986. In this context, the
experience of oppression is possible by understanding the solidified and systematic state
of the inter-institutional relations and ensuring that the knowledge about it as well as the

elimination of this oppression is clearly emphasized.
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2.7. Institutionalisation of Art: Relations of Institutions and Art

The construction of social and capitalist organization of society on the basis of
modernity is possible with institutionalization and creation of relations of institutions
and smooth functioning. This organizing and institutionalization is beneficial of the

order of society while contructing the social in the context of functionalism.

Functionalism of institutions, the ways of organizing of them was understood by
different disciplines and modernity schools based on different theoretical foundations.
Functionalism of institutions and its criticism in specific to art is problematic because of
inquiry of subject which is hard in understanding and positioning on the basis of

modernity.

2.7.1. Institutional Theory of Art

Understanding this field is not only based on philosophy. At this point, the connection of
art with life necessitates it to be handled on the basis of different disciplines. The effort
to make art as an institution requires an understanding of the ontology and epistemology
of art and its approach to it with different methodologies. The fact that art is a subject
activity makes it immanent in the social. In this context, the meaning and understanding
of the social and the meaning of art can be considered as parallel phenomena. The
methodologies developed for the understanding of art are understood through the
interdisciplinary character of multi-disciplinary methodologies and the intersection of
these disciplines. In this context, art is a comprehensive and multi-dimensional
institution that cannot be understood with a single discipline - especially aesthetics and /
or art theories. Although the historical development of art does not progress linearly, the
context is specific and historically probable / contingent / conditional and socially
embedded. In particular, the changing social organization with capitalist production also

regulates the ways in which the subjects and institutions that make up the social are
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associated with the creation of a different social reality. Expressing and explaining art as
a cultural institution gives an important dimension to the explanation of the relationship

between institutions and subjects and social reality embedded in the social.

The emergence and development of art as a field of expression of culture can be traced
back to prehistoric times, in which man began to shape his life. However, it is a different
conceptualization and function of art in comparison to the previous existence of art in

human being living as a social being and socializing with the related organizations.

In the process that developed until the beginning of modernity, art, which specifically
influenced the socio-economic development of society in the Middle Ages, was
considered as a branch of craft. The guild systems and the art and craft approach based
on the master-apprentice relationship were considered as important organizations in the
formation of the product to be exchanged. In these organizations, there is no distinction
between art and craft. In this context, art is thought to be functional. The artistic and
craft understanding developed in the guilds started to be considered as two separate
activity areas with the rational narrative developed by modernity with the Enlightenment
idea and pointing to the separation and autonomy of the institutions. Although art and
craft were positioned as two different fields, it was thought that art developed a different
and special artisan position and thus produced a more specific and specific product than
a product based on craft. This particular and specific product was not necessarily a craft-
based and reproducible product, but was inherently different in the sense that it
contained different specific subjectivities in each production.

The difference in the sense of the art-produced object from any product of use value
made it different and special from any object that can be used aesthetically in daily life.
The object is shaped on an aesthetic basis with the development of a different sensation
in addressing and perceiving a dimension or different combinations of senses and
understanding of reality. Accordingly, the craftsman and artist subjects also differed and

the artist and art were positioned at a higher level hierarchically than the craft.
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The organization of the modern society on the basis of economy and politics, the
institutions constituting the social infrastructure and superstructure on the basis of the
understanding of the understanding of the expression expressed in the institutional basis
of art in the cultural field, on the basis of the analysis unit could not make sense of the
artist could not make due to the subject. Accordingly, the ontology of the artist as a
subject remains ambiguous as the producer of the art object that finds expression in
aesthetics. It is assumed that the artist creates the art object, which he creates
aesthetically layered from the everyday object of use value, in a way that other subjects
cannot reveal ontologically even by imitation. Modern social theory, which cannot
explain the art object and the artist subject, has reduced art to these two concepts -
aesthetics and creativity. Therefore, it can be said that art has a reduced social

understanding in modern narrative.

However, the inconsistency of art, which cannot be explained with this reductionist
view, is inconsistent with the social understanding of modernity, has led to inquiries
about whether art can be told or not. The organization of the modern industrial society as
a corporate society and the institutional-based approach of understanding the social
make it necessary to analyze it on the institutional basis in understanding the sociality of
art as an institution. However, the institutionalization of art as a social institution has
been examined differently at the level of the components and scope of art as an
institution, the level of entry with other institutions, that is, the relationship with the
social. The history of the social corporate narrative of art has been tried to be formed by
associating the subjective and specific perspectives of different disciplines in the period
from the effort of explaining art as an institution to the development of contemporary art

with social.

Until the period defined as an institution in modernity, art has been tried to be explained
with the sub-discipline of analytical philosophy. The Representational Theory of Art,

Neo-representationalism, The Expression Theory, Formalism, Neo-formalism and
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Aesthetic Theories of Art are philosophical theories that define art and explain its
ontology until the discussion of institutionalization of art. None of these theories defined

art as an institution (Carroll,1999).

Neo-Wittgensteinism, which emerged later, proceeded through the definition of non-art
instead of the effort of defining art, since the breadth of art at this point did not make it
possible to define it. One of the criticisms of Neo-Wittgensteinism, the Theory of
Institutionalization of Art, initially freed art from the discussions of aesthetics and
creativity, thus enabling art to be defined as a social institution (Carroll,1999). Danto's
conceptualization of the of World of art, has been accepted as one of the ‘Old
Institutionalization’ theories in the context of the lack of a broad scope of the social. The
conceptualization of the art system developed by Dickie within the scope of ‘New
Institutionalization’ theories, which was formed by the inclusion of the social in the
problematicization (the addition of economy and politics), enabled art to be defined as a
social institution (Carroll,1999; Powell and Dimaggio,1991).

In the period of postmodernity debates, the new institutionalization theorists who
explained the social institution of art, brought the art-life interconnection of the question
of postmodernity to art debates and made the institutionalization efforts almost
spontaneous. The art ‘institution an that creates a contradiction in the institutional
analysis of Orthodox Modernity, the critics of the Orthodox Modernity approach, and
the discussions of institutionalization of art and the institutionalization of art are placed

in the social context.

2.7.2. A Subjective Criticism of Institutionalization of Art: Contemporary Art

Initiatives: Avantgarde Theory of Art

Although contemporary art initiatives, which are one of the forms of organization and

expression of contemporary art, emerge on the basis of postmodernity and modernity
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critiques on which contemporary art originates, it is important to form initiatives of
contemporary art in the contemporary sense of the groupings that bring criticisms and

oppositions to modern art during the modernity period.

These objections are important not only in terms of expanding the definition of art but
also in changing and transforming the fields of artistic expression. The radical artistic
opposition and criticism they bring to society and art in the conjunctural context in
which they emerge is common in the context of their criticism of contemporary art
initiatives against the institutionalization of contemporary art. Of course, contemporary
art initiatives and avant-garde art groupings are very different in their formation, the
ground on which they are based, paradigmatic understanding, artistic practices and
similar fields. However, on the basis of criticism, on the basis of collective formations in
art, they experience intersections with modernity. In this context, the avant-garde theory
of art can be considered as an artistic perspective from which contemporary art

initiatives can originate and engage in dialogue.

Avantgart formations that emerged in the modernity period, brought criticism to the
aesthetic understanding of modernity and made a social opposition on an aesthetic basis.
Their realization of boundary aesthetic experiences in the aesthetic understanding of
modernity (which expanded the concept of art object by incorporating the everyday
object into the concept of aesthetic art object of modernity), incorporating the non-art
into the art, has almost radical criticisms of the concept of modern aesthetics. Avantgart
ensembles, which opened the discussion of the liberating power of modern art to the
subject and tried to strengthen the subjectivity of the subject by criticizing the
institutions, tried to make an opening to the social by creating manifestos that criticize
the institutionality of art and create a different aesthetic awareness. However, the
criticisms that remain within the modernity at the aesthetic level have brought with them

their inability to fully relate to society.
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2.8. Art Initiatives and Civil Society: Intersections and Divergencies

Contemporary art initiatives appear as civil organizations within contemporary art.
These organizations constitute an epistemologically rich knowledge and policy making
ground in that they can include artists, intellectuals (individuals from different
occupational groups) and academics. These civilian contemporary art initiatives are
distinguished from non-governmental organizations by their characteristics such as the
aims of establishment, the forms of establishment and activities. However, among the
founders of the cultural field, the state, capital and non-governmental organizations are
organized outside the state and capital institutions and there is a closer position to civil
society. Although differentiated from non-governmental organizations, they may also
show intersections and similarities in terms of the forms and activities mentioned above.
This similarity and difference can be understood on the basis of the specificities of the
initiatives. As each civil society organization is differentiated, contemporary artist
initiatives also differ from each other. However, this does not mean that there are no
intersections on the basis of both civil society and initiative. Both groups can show
intersections, similarities and differences depending on situational, contingent and

conditions.

Art initiative conceptualization is a group, community and collectivity” that emerges in
the context of taking an initiative in the cultural field and in particular in the field of art.
This initiative has different epistemological and political character in terms of reception,
context and content. These initiatives, taken directly or indirectly, are different from

individual artists taking initiatives in the arts. This difference can only be understood in

4 Among the different nomenclatures to define artist initiatives, alternative and art, emerging artist initiatives,
grassroots, artist-run initiatives, artist-led initiatives, artist collective (s), artist cooperative (s), art initiatives, artist
initiatives, artist-driven initiatives, The artist's organizations, arts based initiatives, art squat, community art, emerging
artists, amateurs, independent artists, new collectivities, non-profit art organizations, not-for-profit art organizations,
such as peripheral artists, public art initiatives are available. Although each of these uses seems to point to the same
conceptualization (initiatives), they differ in their emphasis and paradigmatic references. Within the scope of the
thesis, the preference of initiative conceptualization, which is widely used, is made considering the scope of the word..
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the context of contemporary art in which art initiatives emerge, and in the context of

their subjective and specific characteristics.

Initiatives of contemporary artists emerge as a form of anti-structural organization in
which the collective production is based on the expression and organization of
contemporary art. Modernist artistic groupings differ in terms of the way they are

organized, the aims and activities of gathering.

Paradigmatically, contemporary art initiatives have a character that criticizes or rejects
the paradigm of modernity based on the emergence of contemporary art. There is not a
single contemporary art ontology and epistemology — and even methodology gibi and it
can be said that contemporary art initiatives have a multiple character in terms of

ontology and epistemology.

These different assemblies and differentiations enable variable policies and rich
knowledge production. The rich and comprehensive association of contemporary art
with the social broadens the definition and practices of contemporary art, and broadens
the knowledge and policy of every element in contemporary art.

In this context, it does not seem possible to distinguish the beginning and end of civil
contemporary art initiatives with strict limits. However, as mentioned earlier, it is a
character that criticizes or rejects modern art, although it may have paradoxical features
in terms of locality and context - in reference to contemporary art.

Although the activities of contemporary art initiatives include workshops, seminars,
exhibitions, records and similar artistic activities on the basis of interdisciplinarity, the
sharing, distribution, and similar material and intellectual requirements of these

activities are carried out with their own resources and efforts.
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2.9. Historical Specific ‘Origins’of Contemporary Art Initiatives

The emergence of contemporary art initiatives refers to contemporary art. In this respect,
it creates distinctions in the paradigmatic context (postmodernity) with distinctive
features from modern art collectives or groups. However, if a paradigmatic transition
and continuity is mentioned between postmodernity and modernity, it can be said that
the ‘roots’ or beginnings of contemporary art initiatives are formed in modern art

groups.

The 'Salon des Indépendants (society of independent artist)' artist, composed of artists
who were not taken into the places where art was exhibited in the 19th century, before
the bourgeoisie developed against the church and aristocracy in art before the avant-
garde modern art groups which were thought to be the roots of contemporary art
initiatives. The group created an exhibition and moved the art from the patronage of the

aristocracy and the church to the public space.

In the 20th century, modern avant-garde art groups developed in the art in response to
the proliferation of movements with the understanding of modern aesthetics and the
devastating effects of the First World War. In this context, modern art groups can be
seen as the first proto-types of contemporary art initiatives due to collective

organizations.

If this explanation is accepted, the formation of contemporary art initiatives, globally
based on European and American references, such as Dada, Surrealism, Futurism,
Suprematism emerged in the first half of the 1900s and 20th century art ‘trends' and

collectivity as a reference to the formations accepted It may be.

These avantgarde collectives that emerged in the 20th century in art can be regarded as

collectives organized on the basis of modernity, historically and in the context of art
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practices and intellectual references. These groups, which criticize modern art, take a
seemingly paradoxical position within modernity in the context of rejecting aesthetics
and bringing criticism to the rational subject. However, they should be considered as
collectives or groups within modernity because they have not consistently criticized and

accepted all of the basic assumptions of modernity.

In the context of the historical nomenclature of art, these groups, which are also
considered as a movement, are organized differently from contemporary art initiatives,
although it is thought that they are not a movement with current versions of social theory
paradigms. These groups, predominantly formed around a manifesto with texts on the
aims of the establishment and their artistic practices and ‘ideals’, are common in the
context of the observation of the manifestation or definition of the purpose of the
manifestation, although this is not common in the later established contemporary art
initiatives. The majority of these groups collaborate on a disciplinary basis and are

organized as a closed-core group.
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CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH DESIGN

3.1. Introduction

In the study, the methodology of FST is used which enables the qualitative research
techniques. The methodology of FST brings rich epistemological outcomes.

3.2. Qualitative Research

In order to reach and produce scientific knowledge, different methodologies and
methods are developed on different disciplinary basis, while different theoretical schools
differ in methodological and methodological characteristics of knowledge (hence
epistemology and ontology). These methods and methodologies as well as
differentiating from each other in different two categories, they can be used
intersectionally or relating in different ways. In general, qualitative and quantitative
areas of research constitute two research approaches and principles that have relevant or

different characteristics in accessing knowledge.
This study’s thesis problematic is carried out by using the methodology of FST in which

its qualitative research approach is within the Contemporary Modernity intermediate

paradigm.
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3.3. Methodology of Feminist Standpoint Theory

Although FST-methodology acknowledges that politics is an important component in
feminist knowledge production, the methods of this knowledge to be produced are
critically approached to the orthodox modernist knowledge production method,

positivist science.

They positively criticize the FSTs in their attempt to present the conditions of the
production of scientific knowledge on a normal, neutral and objective basis by
separating scientific knowledge from everyday science in a hierarchical, positivist,

universal and rational superposition, and positivist understanding of science.

These theorists, who think that knowledge is never general and cannot be separated from
subjectivity, think that knowledge is formed partially, embedded and subjectively. In
this context, it does not constitute a hierarchical position between the researcher and the
researcher, and is based on the fact that both parties enter the conditions of knowledge
production and research on an interactive and subjective basis. The interacting
researcher and the research makes it possible to avoid the dominant knowledge and to
construct its own reality by revealing the specificities of the subjectivity during the

research.

Interaction on a subjective basis, disrupting the hegemonic institutional knowledge and
practices, and the implicit knowledge, experiences, everyday and intellectual knowledge,
emotions and realities of the research process.In addition to this, unlike orthodox
modernity knowledge production, this process prioritizes the inclusion of politics in the
research process.In this context, the feminist political awareness between the researcher
and the researcher while reaching the reality of the subject during the research provides

the inclusion and revealing of the reality distorted by the hegemonic capitalist
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knowledge production, the experience of the woman and the experiences within the

scope of the feminist subject.

Although feminist political awareness is not an awareness that one can automatically
grasp, depending on the position of the person, the interaction entered makes it possible.
In addition, the research process, the creation of research questions and answers through
interaction, and the effort to find their answers subjectively in a non-hierarchical order,
pave the way for the conceptual hegemony imposed by theoretical knowledge to change,

the flexible conceptualization that will establish the subject's own reality.

The subject and the institution involved in the practice of knowledge production interact
with the reflective and the self-reflective, allowing them to be reinterpreted in terms of
their position and reality. The relationship on the basis of subjectivity does not lead to
the dissolution of the institution, but to re-interpret it on the basis of contemporary

modernity in a different way.

FST-methodology minimizes the hegemony of the institution by revealing the specificity
of subjectivity. In this way, transformative real knowledge opens the door to a new
sociality and subject building process. This construction process varies depending on the

situation, condition and location.

According to the FST, transformative knowledge production seems to be directly linked
to the position of the constructor and the relationship it enters with
politics.(Harding,2004) Any radical positioning that criticizes the practice of capitalist
hegemonic knowledge production, not only at the border or crush, paves the way for the
production of specific knowledge.
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In this context, while the partiality of knowledge becomes the constituent components of
feminist knowledge, the interaction that is introduced enables the politics to be revealed

and feminist knowledge to gain motion.

The FST-methodology does not produce knowledge that is embedded only in
subjectivity or only in the institution, but it is possible to create a position with outgoing
within institutions and subjectivities, creating a similar position as 'outsider within', as
Collins (2004b) suggests. To contribute to feminist epistemology. The subject, both
indoors and outdoors, contributes to the formation of feminist knowledge by taking a
methodological and epistemological position in view of the diversity of the partiality of

knowledge, contrary to Collins's view.

The emphasis on difference seems to be important at this point. FST-methodologies are
critical in that they can pave the way for the discovery of all differences. The inclusion
of different perspectives in feminist knowledge, the inclusion of not only women's
knowledge, but also of trans and queer knowledge, makes it possible to criticize dualities
and essentialist epistemologies, making it possible to reach out to the real knowledge, by
criticizing universality, and between the local and the singular and the universal
(Hirschmann,2004; McCaughey,1993).

These rounds are important in that both universality and locality can be said to be
important in the production of knowledge. It also provides important expansions in the
context of the methodological activation of emotions-like subjectivities in the production
of knowledge, criticism of rationality in a narrow sense, and criticism of the functioning

practices of modernist rationality in general.
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3.4. Research Design and Research Problem

The experience, subjectivity, interaction and feminist politics emphasis mentioned in the
FST's methodology have been tried to be considered as the main concepts active during
the transfer of the process before, during and after the field process.

After defining the thesis subject and theoretical point of view, besides the
epistemological and methodological criticisms brought by the FST to the orthodox
modernist positivist understanding of the way the subject is studied, it advocates the
coexistence of knowledge and politics, and argues that the scientific subject can be
produced on the basis of political science and social sciences. They have a radical
critique in terms of their relationship. In this context, this field order, which was directed
towards the participants in the field and which took care to get the answers in interaction
with them, was prepared by being critical of the positivist understanding of science and

still sticking to the modernist science practice.

It should be noted here that the FST remained loyal to the scientific understanding of
modernity, but criticized it extensively. Rather than adopting the traditional
conceptualized and stereotyped conceptual dominant discourse of the questions that the
FST foresees methodologically and which will affect the production of epistemological
knowledge, the effort to ask new questions and interact with the researched and to bring
new / fresh perspectives to the problems constitutes the limitation of this study.

Since the field questions were prepared with reference to the theoretical production and
practice of social sciences within the university institution, the questions that were tried
to find answers together were prepared not before the field. In this context, the literature
review made reference to the theoretical, everyday and intellectual knowledge
surrounding and constituting the problems. Since the reference is predominantly

theoretic knowledge, the concepts used in the field and entered into the dialogue stem
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from the theoretical based knowledge. CAls, approached with a scientific curiosity, are
handled with the paradigmatic approach of social theory to contemporary modernity. In
the modern paradigm of modernity, the position of the FST is considered as the
theoretical ground for understanding and explaining the CAIl. Accordingly, the main
research problematics is based on the defense of the thesis that ‘In paradigmatic
problematization of art (Contemporary Modernity / FST-methodology), contemporary
art (CA) and CAls within CA should be examined on the basis of knowledge and

politics within the specificities of subjectivities’.

Within the scope of this main research problematic, sub-research problems are discussed

as follows:

Sub Research Problem 1:

The contemporary modernity approach has the competence to question the social one in
general and the CAl in particular. The fact that contemporary modernity approach is an
intermediate paradigm does not mean that it does not have a paradigmatic approach and

methodology.

Sub Research Problem 2:
The FST has a competent approach to reject the categorical foundations of modernity
and postmodernity of the original and subjective positions of art initiatives, but to make

an intensive critique of them.
Sub Research Problem 3:

The CAls have a dynamic and basic characteristic of contemporary art and can critically
look at the traditional assumptions within contemporary art itself.
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Sub Research Problem 4:
The conditions of existence of CAls have the experience and knowledge to make a
strong contribution to the formation, development and differentiation of contemporary

art.

Sub Research Problem 5:
CAls have a feature of existence that combines the politicity of knowledge and the

knowledge of politics.

Sub Research Problem 6:
The problematicization of the specificities of the conditions of existence of CAls within
the scope of subjectivities made it possible to make a valid and powerful interpretation

of contemporary art.

The most important assumptions that will make these basic research problems

meaningful are discussed as follows:

1. The question of society and social relations (art and feminist thought) can be

made on a paradigmatic basis.

N

. Social relations of art can be made according to the most general characteristics
and the distinction between modern and contemporary art.

3. In the interrogation of contemporary art, CAls have an important explanatory
feature.

4. In questioning feminist thinking, the FST-Modernity has a strong questioning
power.

5. In the questioning of CAls, the position of the Ankara CAls outside of Istanbul
has a descriptive specificity.

6. In the interrogation of CAls, the knowledge of CAl members and relevant

academicians was considered sufficient.
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7. The use of qualitative methods in the collection and analysis of field knowledge
is an adequate approach.
8. It is considered appropriate to address the research problematic in the global,

national and local contexts, mostly at the local (Ankara) level.

The aforementioned negativity about the methodological and epistemological
relationships of the FST was tried to be reduced by the interaction entered during the

field time.

The FST's discussion of the problematic by introducing new concepts related to these
social issues, so that the radical discourse of the dominant discourse is subject to the fact
that subjects or groups write their own realities based on their own experiences rather
than reflecting their realities, and the limitations of the university institution in making
academic work and due to the conceptual hegemony brought about by the accumulation

of literature.

This situation should be considered in two ways both for the academic conductor and the
participant. Both sides experienced these limitations on the basis of educational /
disciplinary, institutional and similar relationships. However, beyond the theoretical /
conceptual orientations introduced by the FST, the experience of the participants,
although limited, was allowed to determine the direction of the study. In this way, the
researcher as a feminist social science researcher establishes a relationship of intellectual
and experiential empathy with the participant, in other words, reflects and reflects the
dynamic cyclic relationship / interaction in the pre-field literature / theory knowledge
that is accumulated before the field, questioning and theoretical, experiential It has been
tried to contribute to the transformation and change of prejudices that it has developed in
this respect. In this way, the theoretical and experiential manifestation of the view that
there is an illusion between reality and reality is tried to be revealed. Bilateral and

hierarchical relations between the researcher and the participants were tried to be broken
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by supporting the questions on the subjective basis with interaction and political stance.
In this study, it is attempted to undermine the dichotomies on the basis of
‘Contemporary Modernity’ ‘intermediate’ paradigm different from methodological and
epistemological relational paradigm based on the modernist and postmodernist
paradigmatic positions which feminist posture theory takes direct reference. However, as
the FST theorists have pointed out (Harding,2004a), the differentiation of politics
positioning in the production of knowledge within the FST has led to the development of
Achievement and Perspective positions. Although this nomenclature and distinction may
seem to differ with minor differences, it has significant consequences in terms of
epistemological and political (and even in the context of opening the door to postmodern
ontology, politics, and epistemology). In this study, I adopt the position of Achievement
in a position close to modernity theory. In this context, although | have prioritized my
research on the content of epistemological field knowledge and the theoretical
framework, | think that the question has a theoretical and political importance on a

methodological basis.

From the theoretical point of view, the contribution of scientific knowledge to the
knowledge base will be produced by the multi-layered (situational, spatial, conditional,
conditional, contextual, relative, reflexive, self-reflexive, emprical, partial, buried,
constructed and similar) forms of interaction on the political ground. To prevent the
possibility of the postmodern paradigm's ‘extra-institutional' explanation of the
decentralized subject and deconstructed modernity idea weakening the group movement,
and in particular to undermine the feminist movement and to concentrate on the
interactive activist politics of the relational theory. It has been tried to take into
consideration that the position of acquiring makes feminist politics an important
component of knowledge in the production of knowledge, and the necessity of
constructing feminist politics on the material grounds of feminist subject reality by
keeping in mind the Marxist roots. It should be noted here that the researcher's

communication with the participants in the field with a politics-laden identity is a
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critique of the positivist approach of orthodox modernity. However, in order to show the
material grounds of reality and to construct reality for the subjects, it is important that
the participant and the researcher interact with the specificity of the research on a
subjective basis so that the participant and the researcher can stand out from the
dominant relationships and become their own reality and / or founder. This formation of
knowledge, which is the founder of self-experience rather than passive language and
action, can be considered as an important feature of emancipation and revelation of

subjectivities.

Before the field, the idea that art initiatives will be an important subject in the critique of
sovereignly institutionalized contemporary art and the prediction that contemporary art
will be realized critically through artists' initiatives on a collective basis have been tried
to be revealed by the problems that feminist knowledge and politics are taken into
consideration. The questions were not directly formulated as questions pointing to
feminist knowledge and politics objectives. However, in the relationship entered during
the field, it has been expressed verbally that this impulse is the constituent elements of
the field.

The reason why the questions were not questions directly pointing to feminist
knowledge and politics was aimed at preventing questions from concealing reality by
causing prejudice in the participants. This has become largely operational in the field.
However, when these constituent elements were articulated and it was revealed that the
researcher had a feminist identity, this knowledge was an obstacle to short-term
interaction. Although close to fifty percent of the participants (15 Female and 20 Male)
are 'women', a significant proportion of them are distant, prejudiced and even negative to
feminism; It has been experienced that this knowledge and politics can be produced
through interaction based on politics. It has been observed that this situation has

subjective as well as ‘institutional’ reasons.
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This situation was observed to be valid for men. The perception of institutional and
subjective masculinity formed by heterosexual norms revealed the necessity of such an
interaction in the construction of the subject to form feminist knowledge and politics.
This feature made it possible to think that the identities interacted in the field were
limited to being male and female. Therefore, this methodological and epistemological
perspective has been stuck in the frame of two units of analysis as men and women, thus
preventing potential potentials from being seen. However, this was tried to be overcome
during the questions and informal conversations in the field. At the end of the study, the
participants were specifically asked what they thought about the questions and which
questions were supposed to change with the different questions that could be asked in
this study. They were also expected to make an assessment of the study and how the

researcher conducted the research.

In the reflexive communication here, both the field setup is not only a scientific ‘fiction’,
but experiences create a moment to break the integrity of the scientific research by
making 'notches / picks' in the scientific practical process, and the researcher is able to
move from the conceptual order to two-way on the empirical / material ground. and by
adding their own experiences to the process, it is aimed to create a questioning effect on

the authority of the researcher identity.

This process has tried to ensure that the participant can break the sovereignty of the
academy and create opportunities for the subject to see the political grounds and
intervene in the scientific process. In addition to making the evaluation, reading the
questions as a researcher and reading the self-reflecting and thinking multi-faceted. In
addition to self-experience and participatory experiences, the theoretical knowledge of
the possible reality established by the experience is tried to be formed instead of the

dominant reality.
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Another consequence of the interaction is that the institutional and subjective pressure of
artist initiatives in the art world and the perception that the temporally more dominant
secondary position in the past is the material and specific conditions of subjectivity and
that they will be a source of radical change of their dominant position to change. The
aim of this study is to show that a position as assumed is not real in contemporary art, to
respond to the problems with the participants as much as possible the existence of

contemporary art on the plural ground, not the mainstream.

Interaction and communication involving this due diligence and possible change and
transformation have led to the breaking of the hegemony of the mainstream and the
creation of a more ‘democratic contemporary art on the plural ground. In this fresh /
renewed perspective, it was aimed to make propositions / projections for constructing
the theoretical and practical foundations of the ground by interacting with the field
participants with the thought that the founding subject of this ground can be artist
initiatives. The forms and contents of the subject that can prevent the hegemony of
mainstreaming in contemporary art are considered as artist initiatives in terms of

contemporary art practices.

The negative emphasis of the acquisition position on the partiality of knowledge is the
dominant knowledge part, the feminist knowledge is the whole (Hartsock,2004), and
besides its acceptance, field knowledge is approached from an epistemological
perspective where knowledge is partial.

For this purpose, | argue that the participants' answers to the questions and their
approach to the questions are a partial narrative and that even if the researcher has
theoretical knowledge related to the field, he / she may have partial knowledge including

his / her interaction.
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In this case, it is assumed that the knowledge generated by the interaction constitutes a
partial knowledge rather than a holistic knowledge, and since the interaction will not be
unidirectional, it is assumed that the interacting participant is also likely to change the
researcher's knowledge. In this case, the interaction between a feminist subject and a
non-feminist subject reveals the possibility that the feminist subject may also transform
(Harding, 2004). However, the second possibility is low due to the theoretical opening

of feminist theory from Marxist origins.

It is possible to distinguish between the visible and the reality, to enable the
identification of the ideological, and to be relatively advanced on the methodological
and epistemological basis of the ideological, and to cause the participant to question the
knowledge and experience of the subject more than the researcher rather than the

feminist subject.

While the participant does not know whether her/his self-experience is influenced by
hegemony (unless s/he is a social science scholar, even if s/he is not a feminist, s/he may
not know it based on the results of different institutionalities and normative values), the
feminist social scientist has developed tools in this regard.

Here, rather than establishing a sovereignty between theoretical knowledge and
empirical knowledge, it can be said that the ability to move between the two sets of
knowledge and both sides aim to prevent authoritarian structuring within itself. In this
study, although the positions and conceptions considered in the approaches to
Achievement stance seem to be paradoxical, this situation can become ‘clear’
considering the theoretical development of FST. Another paradoxical issue stems from
the patriarchal approach. In this study, | prefer to use the concept of hegemony rather
than the conceptualization of patriarchal relationship, which is an important emphasis of
feminist theory. The reason for this is that hegemony is nurtured from all intersections

and embedded in the society, taking into account the partiality rather than the rationality,
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universality, essentialism and duality, on which patriarchy is based. | think that he is
critical to universalism and essentialism, and that every moment of hegemony creates
realities of specific moments. The research was completed in two years by conducting
in-depth interviews on the feminist qualitative methodological basis with artists
initiatives and academics associated with artists' initiatives. Apart from the formal

academic interviews, informal interviews constituted the knowledge of this field.

I think that these knowledge sets are important in terms of seeing the potential spheres of
the interactions of knowledge arising from theoretical knowledge and experience. Each
new and new relationship to be established with these two sets of knowledge will also

create different sub-knowledge sets.
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Table 1. Distribution of Initiative Members and Academicians in Ankara by Gender and
Academic Title

Academic Initiative Member
W | M | Prof. Associate Assist. | Dr. Lecturer | Sum
professor Prof.
W M|W M W M W MW | M

InitiativeA 1 1

[EEN

[

InitiativeB

[N
[HEN

InitiativeC

InitiativeD | 2 2

InitiativeE

InitiativeF

InitiativeG

I LSIES

InitiativeH

Initiativel |2

Initiatived 1 1

InitiativeK 1 1

InitiativeL | 1

InitiativeM 1

Initiative 4 112 1 2 1 1 |1 |1 1 24
Total

Academy 1

Academy 1 |3 |2 1 1 1 9
Total

The 33
Overall

A total of 35 people were interviewed face to face. However, besides the formal
interview with 35 people, the number of informal interviewees is over 35. Formally, 13
initiative groups and 17 academics were interviewed. Rather than having a group

interview with 13 initiative groups, individual interviews were conducted with the
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initiative members. The reason for this is to ensure that the hegemony of being a group
disappears and that each member expresses his / her self-experience and thoughts on art
initiatives. Interviews were conducted with all members of only 2 of the 13 initiatives
mentioned. Interviews were conducted with 3 members of 1 of the other initiatives, 2
members of 5 of them and 1 member of 5 of the other initiatives.The total number of
women who are members of the initiative and not academics is 5. The number of males
who are members of the initiative and not academics is 13. The total number of people
who are members of the initiative and the academy is 8. One of them is Professor, three
are Assistant Professors, two are Doctor and two are Instructors.The professor who is a
member of the initiative is a man. There are two female and one male members with the
title of Assistant Professor. There is a woman and a man with the title of doctor. There is
a male member of a woman who is a lecturer. In the interviews, the number of non-
initiative academics was nine. Three of these participants were male and six were
female. There are one female and three male participants who are not members of the
initiative but only professors. There are two female members with the title of associate
professor. There is one female participant with the title of Assistant Professor.
Interviews were held with a female doctor and a female lecturer. Field interviews were
conducted in a way not to cover all the members within the reach of the initiative
members. However, the knowledge obtained from the interviewees includes a general
knowledge about the ontology of the formation, albeit partially. In this context, in cases
where the possibility of meeting with all members is limited and impossible, some
characteristics of the partial knowledge (quantitative and qualitative characteristics such
as number of members, ‘manifest’, number of activities) can be generalized. These
features include situations where each member is guaranteed to receive the same answer
jointly. Within the time frame of this study, the nomenclature of academic titles does not

include any subsequent changes.

Therefore, titles as Assistant Professors within the field should be considered within the

scope of the former title arrangement. There may be changes in the number of ‘members
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in of the initiatives due to the flexible structuring of the initiatives. In this direction,
while the member of the initiative was in the process of interview, at the end of the

research, some members were separated from this initiative.

In this context, the separated members were evaluated based on their position in the
study area. In this context, this study has been tried to be written with the awareness of
changes in a dynamic structure. The profiles of the members of the initiatives that were
not interviewed based on active websites, electronic and printed sources (printed,
newspaper and magazine articles) and verbal expressions of the initiatives included in
the study can also be said to exist as individual artists. In terms of the artistic practices of
the initiatives involved in the research, there are partnerships and divergences. Some of
these initiatives focus on street art, while others continue to practice traditional
contemporary art. In general, the attitude of the CAI discussed in the field has similar
characteristics to the CAls in the world by criticizing the practices of hegemonic
institutional contemporary art on another basis. However, the content and form of this
critique are different from their CAls in different positions. In this context, there are
local characteristics and criticisms of Ankara CAls. The participants were met with
initiative members in the form of exhibition, conference and daily relationship before the
field. Almost all of the initiatives undertaken within the scope of the field were followed

up until the end of the fieldwork of the thesis.

It is aimed to experience the experiences of the members of the initiative, the practices
of production, the sharing of production with them in different institutional and
subjective layers, to observe their subjectivity and to understand the interactions and

projections of their own subjectivities as a feminist social scientist.

Although the relationship entered before and during the field is tried to be carried out

through naked experience rather than the basis of the hierarchy of scientific and political
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knowledge, the effect of institutionalities (university) and having the theoretical
knowledge of social science has also created a barrier effect.

However, when this relationship is tried to be established on a subjective basis, the
dialogue with the respondents, the quality of the relationship and the duration of
coexistence, it can be said that the barriers called barriers are partially eliminated. On the
basis of the partiality of knowledge, the artistic knowledge and experiences of the
respondents were not purely decisive. It was tried to provide the respondents to express
their views, thoughts and experiences about the questions directly by reflecting cross

knowledge from both the field and literature.

It was tried to understand whether an empathy could be established with the answers of
the other respondents by specifying the name and sometimes intentionally in the

questions that were given to them.

In the selection of the participant group of the field, many academicians, individual
artists and academicians, artists' initiative members were sent e-mail, telephone and
face-to-face invitations and a request for a scientific study was stated. One of these
invitations was rejected on the grounds that the researcher was unsure of the scientific
basis of how to interpret her/his observations and findings methodologically Although a
few of the participants were confident in the researcher, they felt insecure to work in the
context of the answers obtained at the end of the research or the subjective and political
dialogue with the researcher during the research. At the end of the research, this was

requested to be assured by obtaining verbal consent from the researcher.

Although some respondents stated that they trusted the researcher, they expressed the
fear that only data could be leaked from the voice recorder used for voice recording and
that this would have material and moral consequences, or verbally expressed or offered

to shut down the recorder.
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Some of these proposals have been tried to be overcome by establishing a trust
relationship and interaction as a result of the guarantee that the study will be used only
for scientific purposes. The feminist study led to bias in some of the respondents. Are
you a feminist to the researcher? In order to determine whether the researcher
recognized himself as a feminist identity was tried to understand. Since the answer is a
feminist social scientist identity and the research is conducted within the framework of
feminist theory and politics, the respondent is currently limited to the relationship that
the respondent enters with the concept of feminism. Respondents who sympathize with
feminism tried to express their sympathy and interest in this concept during the research
and tried to make the researcher feel that the feminist stance was important. However,
the view of feminism has been to cover a limited section of modernist feminist theories,
mainly on the basis of duality. At the end of the field, written knowledge and documents
regarding one of the initiatives that were not interviewed were sent by e-mail and
telephone. One of the important issues underlined by the FST is the role of the

researcher's self-experience in knowledge and politics production.

In this respect, | should not forget the effect of self-experience and subjectivity as a
researcher in the field process, during the pre-field and field interviews, participants
were involved in this academic study as eagerly as | am. This has destroyed the
prejudices (duration, format and content of the interviews) as a researcher, but has
contributed positively to the research process in terms of disciplinary differences, lack of
resources and similar aspects of the problem. The dialogue with the field participants by
phone and e-mail prior to the field and the flexible, tolerant, helpful and selfless
approach of the participants enabled the methodological approach to be established at

the beginning of the field process as functional.

During the field process, participants freely shared their positive and negative personal
feelings and thoughts about the field questions due to the formal and informal

relationships they established with me.
61



| was also a researcher and partial responder during the field interviews and | tried to
convey what | thought and felt about the field to the participants. This mutual
communication was continued with the same dedication and tolerance of the participants
in the transcription section after the end of the field. At the end of almost every
interview, | recorded my thoughts about that interview or the field in general by writing
or voice, using one or two concurrently. Based on these notes, one of my observations of
the CAls in the local Ankara is as follows: Although the age groups of the members of
the CAls are different, there are initiatives made up of people from the same age group
or close to the same age group. In these initiatives, as members get younger, they
approach the issue with an attitude that emphasizes flexibility rather than an organized
and modernist political initiative. Young members take the initiative more flexibly and
do not favor other kinds of organized and rigid outlook. Rather than being a consistency,
they think that the field and ground | work on should progress in such fluidity. This, in
turn, makes it possible to express opinions with the flexibility rather than the modernist
rigid opposition to questions about organized politics, the state, capital and the like.
However, this situation can have two different results in that it may lead to the influence
of the opposing ideas or to destroy it in the opposite direction. Although the research
process is closely related to the chosen methodological position, the selection of the FST
is important in understanding how it affects both the participant and his / her knowledge,
the body language, gestures and facial expressions in terms of their subjectivities and
how it contributes to or negatively affects the research process. One of the issues in
which this is observed is that “You discriminate on the questions of feminist politics and
art directed at the participants. Men and women are already equal!” The reason for this
was that it was related to modernist feminist theory and political perception or deepening
the subject questioning. Some participants, however, have made it clear that they think

they have more or less knowledge of feminism.

Although snowball technique is often recommended by field participants to find field

participants (without referring to the name of the method), some CAls have explicitly or
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secretly stated that they do not want to help me make an appointment for field research
from participants through the network. It remains ambiguous in terms of not being able
to tell whether this is due to the impression they have gained after the interviews or
personally because of a feminist researcher like me. However, most CAls have given a
positive return both to the way they organize the site and the dialogue / relationship they
have established with me during the research. Another subjective experience of the
interviews and my voice-recorded note are as follows: It was stated that the person
interviewed was a young artist in terms of his age group and the impression that he
practiced art with a young and dynamic identity was obtained in terms of his artistic
technique and attitude. The presence of a voice recorder during the field as a participant
made her/him uneasy. This was reflected in her/his dialogue with questions and tended
to answer the questions in a timid manner in the first stage of the research. The

participant made the expression of his thoughts holistic and consistent.

This was supported by his informal speech at the end of the interview. When the
participant and her/his initiative differentiated between politics and art and stated that
they did not include politics in art practices, the interview period was completed much
faster than the other interview periods. If this situation is further generalized, the fact
that the initiatives do not merge the arts with the important concepts and deliberately
refrain from thinking about these relations has caused the important problems of the
interview not to be questioned. The consequences of this situation have multiple
implications not only in terms of scientific research, but also in terms of both artist,
initiative and contemporary art. In this context, the course of the interview has changed,
rather than the targeted query, which has resulted in a discussion on the line of artist's art
and the variety of his productions. Although the importance of the relationship between
the CAI and the politics and the thought of its knowledge in terms of contemporary art is
critical in terms of the nature of its CAls and the clues to the art practices, the questions
asked to be asked when the discussions are concentrated on the amount and technique of

the art productions. Assuming that someone is connected to each other - some remain
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unasked. At the same time, this is an important problem in terms of the lack of
intersections and partnerships with field participants in the context of FST-methodology
and epistemology. The link between knowledge and politics is either indirect or weak,
since the ability of FST to link knowledge and politics requires equal attention to both
knowledge and politics.

It should be noted that the politics and knowledge understanding of the CAI can differ
from the FST's politics and knowledge understanding. In this respect, the need to
understand how the CAI and the FST conceptualize politics and knowledge appears to
be important. Since the duration of the study is participant-specific, the study accepts the
initiative as a subject but attaches importance to subjectivity and specificities, it can only
bring an interpretation of the overall initiative after interviews with other members of the

initiative.

The content, duration and framework of the interviews should also be considered as an
issue that needs to be evaluated on a speaker-specific basis, as the interviews are shaped
differently in each initiative member. The approach of the members of the initiative to
the concepts / questions and their handling of the issues are important in terms of
showing specific results on the subject. The fact that all members of an initiative agree
on any issue in the same way can be considered as important moments in which group /
unity relations can be monitored. For example, it is important for all members of an
initiative to mention that they do not use the relationship between politics and art in their
initiative practices in terms of reflecting the form of group organization. If this is further
extended, these moments seem to be important in the sense that it can create exceptions
among the initiatives included in the field. As stated in this interview note, participants
may tend to respond by answering questions closer to the researcher's request for
different reasons when answering the questions. One of the reasons for this may be due
to the fact that they feel some of the tension and the institutionalization of the interview

environment. Although the participant mentioned in this note experienced tension in the
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first place, s/he felt more comfortable after some point. However, he felt more

comfortable as the interaction increased and the subjectivity became active.

With the development of dialogue and the researcher's use of gestures and gestures- for
example her smile- the participant was actively involved. The fact that the researcher
posed questions or opened a discussion with serious attitude caused the participant to

withdraw herself, thus hiding her/his subjectivity in her/his answers.

In such a case, the participant felt the need to clarify his / her answer further, thinking
that it was not understood or gave an incorrect answer. The participant also encountered
questions that he / she was uncomfortable to talk with or asked questions that he / she
did not think he / she was aware of, and he suggested alternative questions instead of
these questions at the end of the interview. This, as mentioned earlier, brings critical
results in terms of their narrow meaning and subjectivity in terms of explaining the
relationship between the CAls on the important epistemological and political relations of

contemporary art.
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CHAPTER 4

ART AND CONTEMPORARY ART INITIATIVES IN TURKEY

4.1. Global Art

The institutionalization, knowledge and practice of modern and contemporary art should
be understood on the basis of differences, paradigmatic, specific content and material
historicality. The texts referring to the narratives of European-centric art history depict
the beginning of modern art as the end of the 17th century, when the authority of the
church and aristocracy, where modernity began to be experienced in art as a concept,
began in the end of the 17th century and the period in which the bourgeoisie's
institutionalism and culture® became more visible in art. Culturally, modernity focuses
on the contradiction and dichotomy between the determinism of institutions and the

freedom of the individual, referring to the freedom of the Enlightenment individual.

In the field of art, the artistic communities or associations that emerged in the modern
era and called the movements- the artistic style unions that were initiated predominantly
from the Impressionalism movement- focused on the contradictions brought about by
modern culture. They have diversified their critique of modernity in art, carrying an art
practice different from the art practices of the Aristocracy and dominating the

aristocracy.

® In art, the hegemony of the bourgeois class, art aristocracy and the power of the church was taken from
the constructive and reconstructive function of the society and tried to form an understanding of art that
interrupts the classes of society. Of course, this change, which is described as the ‘revolution n of the
bourgeois in art, creates contradictory positivities in the context of how the bourgeois instrumentalizes art
and creates a new power, rather than the success of the bourgeois. Therefore, the hegemonic relationship
of the patronage of art is changing hands and its content is institutionalized with a different class ideology.
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Artistic movements or artistic style unions, which are formed simultaneously,
consecutively or consecutively, have produced works that can be understood by
modernist aesthetic conceptualization within the art up to the avant-garde groups that
emerged in the thought of Modernity and brought radical criticism to the aesthetic
conception of art. However, the fact that art cannot be explained in modernity on the
basis of institutionalization as a field of cultural expression, that the critical artist is
positioned as an exceptional subject to society as a creative subject and deviating from
the concept of individual in society, creates a crisis in the context of art in the

paradigmatic subject and structure explanation of modernity.

In the nineteenth century, with the dissolution of feudalism, the social structure that
transformed into olan capitalism already existing in feudalism sebep led to a change in
the way the society was organized and led to the evolution of the class society to a
deepening dialectical relationship between the working class and capital. As a result of
the exploitation and oppression experienced in this period, the detachment of the
relationship between human and nature by the capitalist living conditions and the
alienation of man from society and his labor, the importance of conscious collective
struggle has emerged. With the class consciousness and feminist consciousness to be
formed, it was tried to ensure that individuals opposed to exploitation and hegemony.
This led to the emergence of working class struggles and social movements similar to

feminism.

When Avant-garde art movements like Dada, Futurism and Surrealism are evaluated in
terms of the historical context in which they emerge, a shocking aesthetic critique has
been brought to the practices of modernity-based artistic approaches by using social and
anti-aesthetic aesthetic criticism to the destructiveness of the war, especially between the
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two world wars. With the emergence of avant-garde approaches®, the art field which has
been transformed, the discussions of institutionalization in different disciplines and the
postmodernity have given rise to an important opening in the evolution of the art field

towards contemporary art.

The duality of art-life, which is assumed to have started with avant-garde art
‘movements’, has been carried to the material grounds with the discussions of
postmodernity. Art can be defined as an institution and it is provided to understand the
ontology of the subject (artist) which cannot be understood in modernity as culturally
revealing the specificity of the subject's subjectivity of art. In the 1960s and 1970s, it
was seen that art evolved into new social movements (NSMs) when social movements
that emerged in the 19th century included demands on identity and environment-like
issues. Starting from modernity based social movements, criticizing their essentialist,
reductionist-like features and expressing the importance of differences took place on the
basis of a horizontal organization. This horizontal position has created an effect that
enables the dialogue between movements to develop. The formation of conceptual and
performance-based approaches in contemporary art like Conceptual Art, Happenings,
Fluxus, especially in the late 1960s and 1970s, led to the experience of the limits of

body, textuality, identity and similar concepts at the discursive and operational level.

As the subject question expands, radical criticisms of the determinism of the structure,
opposing cultures and subcultures become visible, and even the art environments and

literary space in which the history of forgotten, otherized ones begin to be rewritten or

® Avant-garde approaches are considered as focal points of criticism in art, which is considered the
beginnings of contemporary artist initiatives. However, this reading will later be criticized as the
mainstream and hegemonic modernist reading of avantgarte, with the introduction of underground
cultures, particularly in postmodernity. Of course, this approach can be reinterpreted on the basis of the
paradigmatic reading of postmodernity and the differences in handling modernity. Especially the Modern
Modernity paradigm can be considered as a theory of modernity due to its close positioning to the
modernity paradigm as well as postmodernity. In this context, contemporary modernity is not hegemonic
but liberating. Therefore, the structural narrative of modernity does not necessarily require a negative
definition of hegemony.
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added to mainstream history or in their autonomy have been tried to be opened. With the
1980s, the rise of capital in art and the weakening of the social state understanding with
neoliberal policies led to the prominent popularization of the concepts of NGOs after the
1990s. The 1980s can be considered as the beginning of the years when the state
intervention in the field of art was secondary and especially capital played an active role
in contemporary art. Throughout the 1990s and 2000s, capital could be considered an
important supporter of contemporary art, while NGOs supported groups and individuals
organized at the local level who wanted to be critical or alternative to capitalist

contemporary art.

The economy of art is supported by a company, bank or private-public philanthropic
institutions, multinational partnerships or individuals dating back to the 14th century and
guiding the politics of art. In addition, auction houses, private and state galleries, which
are instrumental in the change of art, have increased their prevalence and accessibility
especially with the increasing number of galleries. The private and institutional
collector, which is closely related to the auctions and gallery system, is also supported
by media-advertising while providing the circulation of capital between capital and
institutionalities of capital. Advantages such as exemption or deduction from the tax
system are also provided in the relationship established with the government. This
explains the cooperation of the state and capital through the concept of incentives in the
field of art.

The state collectorship is active in museology, but it is especially in the field of modern
art rather than contemporary art. While private museums concentrate on contemporary
art and partly on modern art, the capital is used to finance art and artists in the capitalist
market through large and small-scale art fairs, exhibitions and biennials, supported and
curated by multinational companies or private and circulation. Classical arts like Opera
and Ballet are staged in addition to contemporary arts, especially with the support of

state and capital. Artistic education is developed in alternative places for university
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institutions (workshops, special workshop-course system, online-certificate courses, etc.)
and alternative university education systems are developed. While providing the
development of capital with the support of the state and NGOs, art also operates in areas
such as alternative, non-commercialized underground organizations and artist initiatives
to the capitalist organization of art. Initiatives, especially in the global arena, can provide
their own sustainability as well as the support of the government and NGOs. This form
Turkey relations entered a difference at the individual level, mainly with the support of

NGOs and the local capital has created.

4.2. Artin Turkey and Ankara Specific

Turkey, like it does every locality has its own thriving arts is said to revolve around local
specific and subjective conditions. Turkey's approach to the connection between social
structure and organization of modern and contemporary art and art are available. When
these relations are attempted to be understood with the existing paradigmatic theoretical
connections with the concrete realities, it will be possible to reveal the historical
contingency of the originalities and originalities of the art organized in society. This
specific conditions appear to be made, in the specific historical context of the evolving
contemporary art in Turkey, the organization of the conditions and why this art is

important in terms of how they reveal that develops.

Seen historically as contemporary art in Turkey and contemporary art, modern art, a few
began to be seen of artistic change marks 1970's end, perhaps mainly the historical
context of the preparation of these conditions to understand the post-1980 process
politically, it is necessary to understand the economic and socio-cultural perspectives.
Society of Turkey, the Ottoman Empire's reign and the form of political and religious
organization governed by the caliphate, secular, based on democracy, in terms of
shifting political forms of organization of progressive and developmental Republican

regime at the level of different political organizations have witnessed the social with the
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conversion. Although both political governance and organizational forms are different
from each other, it can be said that they carry continuity in terms of organization and

association at the social level (Pelvanoglu,2017).

The political decline of the Ottoman Empire as a result of World War 1, and the attempts
of the new political regime to protect the territorial integrity within the borders of the
War of Independence and the National Pact which were initiated as a result of the
provisions of the Mondros Armistice Treaty which made Anatolia and Thrace open to
the interventions of the Allied group. Was thrown out of the public struggle. Although
the bourgeoisie content of the Republican regime, it can be said that it differs from the
sovereign regime in that it includes the popular struggle. Although there are different
views regarding the content of economic, cultural and political arrangements realized
within the Republican regime, the Republican regime sees the Republican regime as a
political break from the Ottoman sovereign regime; There are also advocates. Boratav
here (2003) economic sense with reference to the comparison of the Republican regime
of the Ottoman sultanate regime breaks -political the first thought mentioned above,
economic sustainibility- Turkey's society different to be effective in the current review
of the structure and labor-capital conflict in terms of the show and the transformation of

the cultural field I think you can open a field with a look.

Although the Republican regime, as Boratav states, is considered as a political break, it
has continuities in the economic field. Turkey's relationship is connected with the
agricultural society into being and the development of modernization concepts in the
field of industry of the Republic. An industrial and economic understanding based on
agriculture has been tried to be supported by the developmental state policies of the
Republic. (2003)

While the state's political and economic competence was in the early years of the

Republic, the sovereignty established by the capital supported by the political authority
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by the state policies in this field in the following years produced similar results with the
reduction of the importance of agriculture and privatizations. The relationship of social
policies with the domestic and global economy ek articulation ile increased the
contradiction of labor capital and led to the deepening of labor exploitation and the
struggle for precarious labor in capitalist society. In addition to the importance of the
political and economic connections of modernization, cultural changes are also observed
with the Republic.

The people of Turkey 'modernization’ has entered the relationship with the concept of
'modern art' and ‘contemporary art' is connection between conceptualizing said. In this
context, modernization and modernization are included in the scope of intellectual and
everyday knowledge as synonyms. The paradigmatic handling of these concepts differs
from intellectual and everyday use. This is an important addition to the political
positions of the developing conflict has created a problem in the conceptualization of art
in Turkey. Mainly artistic type literature produced in Turkey, modern art and
contemporary art conceptualizing the art theory in the development of modern art this
distinction through separating principles contemporary art execute, there is illustrated a
tendency equated conceptually of the modern and contemporary. In order to avoid this
conceptual confusion, Vasif Kortun aims to avoid this distorted narrative by presenting
the conceptualization of contemporary art as an alternative concept defining
contemporary art. In addition, the contemporary art world literature as well as art
literature has also been used in Turkey synonymous with the conceptualization of
postmodern art. In this context, world literature 'modern art' and ‘contemporary art' while
meeting the use of words as their conceptualization of contemporary art literature in
Turkey, has led to different uses as contemporary art and postmodern art. The
conceptions of modern art and contemporary art are considered as paradigmatic
concepts. In this respect, modern art defines modernity from the point of view of
contemporary art as paradigmatic point of view as an area of artistic expression, which is

based on postmodernity, but also opens to contemporary modernity and includes
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relational paradigm. Of course, paradigmatic views on contemporary art have specific
differences. However, unlike modern art, contemporary art has the intersection of the
three paradigms (contemporary modernity, postmodernity, relational sociology
paradigm) in terms of the critique of institutionalization and the suggestion of art-life
combination (Pelvanoglu,2017).

While contemporary art criticizes modern art from the theories of art, it paradigmatically
criticizes modernity. In parallel with this view, understanding of contemporary art is not
an area that can be understood with a single discipline in order to develop intersections
and dialogues, but it should be considered as an area that many disciplines can be
described together and in dialogue. Contemporary art, as a field of expression that can
be nourished from all spheres of life, is considered as a platform that can bring radical
criticism to institutionalism and reveal the richness of subjectivity. By refusing or deeply
criticizing the rationality, universality, and essentialism of modernity - and therefore can
be traced in modern art - it has expanded the fields of artistic expression and created the
possibility of transforming everything that is subject to the social into artistic expression
or representation. Of course, this destruction and criticism leads to the destruction and
criticism of contemporary art as an art expression field. However, in the context of
contemporary modernity rather than this risk posed by the postmodern paradigm, FST,
in addition to criticizing its institutional dimensions while bringing contemporary art
closer to life, brings an approach that expands the richness of the subject and goes
beyond the theoretical definitions of contemporary art and the transformation and
change of contemporary art. The conceptual adoption of FST within the context of this
thesis within the paradigm of contemporary modernity and its efforts to combine

knowledge and politics are also valid for the understanding of contemporary art.

The importance and impact of political conditions in the production of contemporary art
and knowledge, Turkey will basically be considered a thriving contemporary art in the

understanding of the locality and the arts in general. Turkey developing before in order
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to understand contemporary art to take into account the concrete conditions can be
observed in the context of Turkey said the conceptualization provides significant
modernization initiatives. Although the traces of the civilizations established in Anatolia
and even the works of art dating back to ancient times were used in the literature to see
these connections, the modern art that started from the modernization movements of the
Ottoman Empire during the Tanzimat Period and / or the modern art developed since the
proclamation of the Republic, started as a starting point. It is believed. If the Ottoman
period observed artistic forms and crafts with the consideration can be considered in the
context of modern art, from the Tanzimat period through diplomacy especially
developed relationships with Europe, said in terms of affecting the arts, which will
develop in Turkey are important. Three-dimensional art forms and styles that are sent to
workshops with the artists in Europe through Turkey to transfer acquired knowledge of
art, is the source of contemporary art in the form of training workshops also used today
(Pelvanoglu,2017).

Transferred art next move data showed that Turkey's unique subjectivity, sources
stressed that the transfer as it is available. In addition, it is also important to consider that
the limitation of these interactions mainly in Europe with the effect of a Eurocentric
reading. Here in support of education for cultural artists of reforms ensuring that Turkey
sent by the government to move as well as the artistic conception of travelers from
Europe, as Europe has sought to art workshops. Osman Hamdi, who was sent to Paris
High School of Fine Arts for education, established the Sanayi-i Nefise School in 1882
and opened the first art school in a ‘western’ sense. The first enrolled students of the
school are men, and the students are military students. On November 1, 1914, it was
extended to allow female students to receive education and a department was opened,

which was named Inas Sanayi-i Nefise Mektebi (Yasa-Yaman,2011).

It can be said that political and economic developments also spread to cultural life. Art,

in particular, has experienced cultural breaks and continuities at the same time.
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Republican regime, the arts, along with other reforms within the context of
secularization and the government of Turkey to spread throughout Anatolia provider has
developed due to the activities and policies seen as an element that supports them. In this
period, art functions as an institution developed and supported in the state patronage, and
it is observed that besides the ‘modern’ education transferred through the Western-based
education modeling, the continuity of artistic activities brought from the Ottoman
tradition is also ensured. In the narrow sense of cultural expression, the artistic activities
of the Republican period and the political and economic policies of the period are in
harmony as a whole. State exhibitions and artistic competitions that support the art and
the artist are among the active relations of the state with art and concrete examples of the
ways of organizing art. In particular, artistic competitions organized by the state are
important because they are encouraging and encouraging art. Due to the increase and
spread of artistic education throughout the country, the organization of the Dormitory
Tours and the artistic activities carried out in the Community Houses until 1950s are
important steps in this period. Especially in the cultural and economic context, it was
tried to be educated and educated by the modernist principles of the ideals of the
republic in the cultural context and especially in the artistic context of the economically
insufficient people of the class society and to increase their interest in art.

Anatolia is seen as an important source in terms of its craft-rich artistic potential, and it
is important to emphasize the localities that are specific to the geography. In this period,
the top management cadres, administrators and soldiers of the state were the majority of
the buyers of art. The artists were producing modernist ‘paradoxal’ contemporary works
with the mission and ideal of conveying the political and cultural messages of the
Republican regime. This form of artistic organization was carried out with state support
until the 1940s. The impact of neoliberal policies in the 1950s and the capital market in
Turkey with political and economic specificities of this market with the expansion 'has
tried to articulation. Turkey's opening to the outside under these conditions will be

experienced in every area of corporate dissolution led to take a long step toward. The
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term of the Democratic Party is different from the one-party period and the multi-party
period (1946) in terms of governance. Within the framework of the political economic
conditions of this period, the country became open and fragile to the capitalist market as
a result of the expansion of global capital, the dialogues and / or contacts with the
foreign market also prepared the ground for the intense feeling of US hegemony

throughout the country.

This period can be considered as the period in which the new social movements,
especially from the 1960s to 1980s, including the radically based globally supported and
/ or national labor movements, student movements and women's movements and similar
cores. During this period, the village policies, due to the weakening of the ruling center-
right liberal administration, and impoverishment also increased significantly due to the
large internal migration to the city has started. The onset and increase of horizontal
mobility in the field of migration has influenced the economy of society in a vertical
context, which is not limited to horizontal. The deepening poverty also affected the

shape of the need for shelter for the immigrant people.

Starting in the year 1960 but especially works of art produced in the 1970s, considered
the first examples of contemporary art in Turkey. The New Trends exhibitions, which
took place between 1977-1987, are among the events where significant artistic
breakthroughs have been made. The transformation that took place in every field during
the 1980s also affected the cultural field and minimized the authority of the state in the
field of contemporary art and led it to act as a monopoly of art. During this period,
according to Marcus Graf years he has become synonymous with the world of
contemporary art in Turkey. Contemporary art exhibition titled Kes A Cross Section of
Pioneer Turkish Art 1984 between 1984-1988, contemporary art exhibitions A, B, C, D
between 1989-1993, International Istanbul Biennials, State Painting and Sculpture
Exhibitions since 1987, DYO Painting Competitions, New Trends, TPAO Painting
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Competitions, Asian-European Art Biennial and State Painting and Sculpture Museums
were opened in Ankara and Istanbul (Y1ilmaz,2015)

This exhibition, fairs, competitions and biennials, as well as being national-wide, also
establishes a connection with the world. Faculties were opened. 1990 can be considered
as the period begins to mature in the contemporary art in Turkey. Since then, CAls have
gained widespread visibility in the field of art. Since the 1990s, the concept of curating
(the 4th Biennial, first known as the Exhibition Commissioner) has been used more
frequently. In the same years, the support of banks for art has increased and companies
and private galleries make contemporary art visible. Aksanat, Yap1 Kredi Kazim Tagkent
Art Gallery, Borusan Art, Garanti Platform, Project 4L-Elgiz Museum of Contemporary
Art, Istanbul Modern, Sabanci Museum, Pera Museum, Santralistanbul, Kasa Gallery,
Siemens Art, Arter, Macka Art Gallery, Gallery Nev, BM Contemporary Art Center,
Counter Art Works, Gallery Artist-like institutions have increased their visibility.
(Kozlu, 2011).

Young activity exhibitions held between 1995-1998 are important exhibitions. Founded
in 1999, CAGSAYV is one of the first foundations to realize contemporary art in Ankara.
During this period, capitalists and families such as Kog, Sabanci, Eczacibasi, Kirag, Ali
Kogman and Sema-Barbaros Caga were among those who supported art
(Armutgu,2002). Advertisement, Social Sciences similar number of periodicals from the
1980s and 1990s to art in Turkey has increased to some extent. At the same time, since

the late 1990s, private museums have become more involved in contemporary art.

In summary, it can be said that while the state has decreased its visibility in the post-
1980 art, its effect has decreased gradually at the Ankara level before the 1980s,
especially during the Republican period and between the 1950s and after the 1950s and
1960s. State in public sphere; collections, art activities, knowledge, education, legal

structure, organization at the municipal level, while the capital, the art of the private
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sector by focusing on the commercialization of art (art funding and stock exchange) has

accelerated and managed with art markets and activities.

Capital, which uses technology intensively, aims to break the stagnation of the state in
the field of art by associating the concept of speed with the channels such as
telecommunication and internet. While directing the pricing, performance, sources of
import and export and investment strategies of art, it has focused on the insurance
operations against theft and fraud like art. In order to ensure artistic data security of the
countries with organizations such as Interpol, joint efforts were made with the state on
the protection of cultural heritage. All this shows that art has been shaped by neoliberal
policies in the field of capital and has entered into national and global cooperation with
the institutions of the state, in particular taxation and legal regulations, and security-

related capital.

CAls as collective organizations produce collective production in contemporary art.
CAls in Turkey, the civil society organizations in terms of organization (NGO) like
'voluntary and private areas of the sacrifices that,’ 'organized in not hierarchical
horizontal plane,” 'not the aim of creating power' and 'specialized on an issue (issue
specific) occur' (Tekeli, 2012) in terms of similarities. Civil art initiatives, despite being
similar to non-governmental organizations, are non-institutionalized. The distinctions
between civil society and art initiatives, which are important actors in the transition from
local representative democracies to participatory and pluralist democracies in the
transformation of society, constitute the subjective and specific area of civil art

initiatives.

Critical, interdisciplinary, non-profit, not limited to material production (conceptual and
theoretical), participatory, interactive, cooparative and collective, independent, non-
hierarchical, non-conservative, non-conservative, non-conservative , innovative,

experiential, pluralistic in time and space, media provider, anti-institutional, non-
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deterministic, caring for the sociality of space, globally related, caring for locality,
independent, conceptual-theoretical, small, non-hierarchical, 'loose’ organized on the
basis of difference, process-oriented , multi-production (fanzine, music, dance,
conversation, workshop, seminar, streaming), which is awareness, cross-sectional,
amateur, interactive (both organizational and subject), nomadic and locally organized,
comprehensive public art conceptualization to produce in different economies, One of
the emerging artists, ontologically self-determined, experiential, alternative, perimeter,
egalitarian, flexible, sharing, explorer, questioning the structurality of the social,
questioning the totality of the subject, questioning the assumptions of modernity,
questioning the theory of modernity (methodological, epistemological and ontological)

features can be expressed.

Historically, the 2000s took place in the art as well as in capitalist contemporary art,
when the initiatives were visible and widespread in the field of civil art. However, the
beginning of their communities can be considered as 1929 (the establishment dates back
to 1923), the Delegates, 1933'de D group, in the 1940s such as New (Port Painters
Group) groups can be mentioned. Together with the communities that began before the
1970s, the Definition of Art Society in 1977 had a privileged importance. Initiatives
such as Xurban_Collective in 2000, Room Project, Nomad in 2002, K2 in 2003, Galata
Perform, Siemens Sanat, Runway in 2005, Basve Six Months in 2006, IMC5533 in 2008
were formed. Afterwards, it is seen that there are increasing number of initiatives such

as Arthere, Robotic Dreams, Subcontractor, U¢odabirsalon.

Although these initiatives are ontologically shared with initiatives around the world as
non-profit and self-sustaining groups, they differ from each other in terms of installation
and activity level. In addition, although they do not receive state support in general, they
have intense relations with NGOs. This, of course, can be considered as an indication of

their contradictory position on criticism and politics making.
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With the institutionalization of modern and contemporary art in Ankara, many different
groups of artists, associations, collective and initiative definitions have emerged in the
field of art. Paradigmatic groupings as the beginning of modern art and contemporary art
located in the Ankara initiative between the groupings formed in the field of
contemporary art, modernist groupings Turkey's considered as the start of the initiative
said that contemporary art reference. In addition to these modernist groupings and
critically, the Helikon Society in the 1950s, “United Painters and Sculptors Association
(1970), Watercolor Painters Group (1970), Ankara Women Painters Association (1970),
Altilar Group (1970)” (Goren, 1998: 21, cited in Bek, 2007).

Turkey experienced after the 1980 economic, political and sociocultural transformations,
this area of the state capital to increase the visibility of the neoliberal policies of the arts
in Turkey has led to the almost complete cessation of the capital's hegemony. CAls,
which were founded in Ankara in the 1980s and criticized modernity paradigmatically
within the context of social theory in the field of contemporary art, began to be
established. Among the CAls that were active in the art life of Ankara in the 2000s,
Asikeci / Ankara Art Initiative (2014), Kabahatler Atdlyesi, Yaygara (2006/8), Kirmizi,
Avareler, Pelesiyer, An + ialan (2014), Yumusak G, Ag¢ik Atdlye Ankara, Hangar,
Kitschen, Gergek Kotiiler, Torun, Karahaber Video-Action Workshop (web-based
formation), Artikisler Collective, Seyr-i Sokak (collective), Bak.ma Collective, inadina

Haber, Kiif Project, Sokak 6, Mavi, VideA, Blockfactory initiatives can be mentioned.

While these initiatives or some of the collectives remain active, there are also initiatives
that terminate their organization. Among these initiatives are the initiatives that
terminate their existence and are re-established again and with a different artistic
approach. The forms of organization of these initiatives, the aims of the organization,
their approaches and criticisms to contemporary art, the spatialities they exist (internet
environment, concrete art space, table form and the like), the relationships they establish

with the art world and society (social institutions and subjects), their relations with
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politics, disciplinary approaches While attending different approaches, the perspectives
of the participants in the initiatives and their approaches to general initiative
conceptualization differ. Initiatives in Turkey 'independent’ be formations, are important
features that remove them from the practical to institutionalize. This situation creates a
lack of knowledge about whether the initiatives are visible or not, whether their assets
are identified or terminated, that they have started again, and that they have changed
forms. In particular, the visibility and awareness of initiatives created with the emphasis
on radical politics is lower than other initiatives and collectives for different reasons

(political pressure, experimental and open-source new communicative media).

The specific conditions of the subjectivities of CAls are important in terms of showing
their artistic and political criticism. Therefore, the knowledge set to be formed about
them should be formed by the dialogue that can be formed between the ‘structural’
conceptualization of the initiative and the differentiation of each initiative on the basis of
subjectivity and the experiential interpretation of the initiative on the basis of the

subjectivities of the components of the initiative.

New local initiatives are being added to the initiatives in the local area of Ankara. Each
joint initiative will re-influence and transform the establishment of reality knowledge
about the Ankara locality. In this context, rather than a total phenomenon of Ankara art
initiatives, removing this conceptualization from the structural narrative that is open-
ended, changeable, transformable, and establish different relationships will allow

different contexts and approaches in the experience of locality.

81



CHAPTER 5

DATA ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION AND EVALUATION

5.1. Introduction

With the rise of contemporary art developing with the paradigmatic view of
postmodernity and the destructive artistic, intellectual and theoretical criticism it brings
to modern art, contemporary artist initiatives that emerged in the 1960s but became quite
'visible' in the 1980s and began to become widespread, on the basis of collectivity, they
have maintained their existence by preserving, changing, transforming, and rebuilding

certain characteristics.

5.2. Basic Characteristics of CAls

There are some subjective characteristics that are peculiar to CAls. CAls are affected by
different social and cultural events and their organizations are crucial to how they
interact with these social and cultural events and shape their internal characteristics.
5.2.1. CAls and Youth Culture

After the 1960s, 'underground culture' and subculture discourses, which developed
especially in the field of music, but also influenced and associated with other artistic

fields, resisting youth subculture, counter-culture rav culture, tribes and neo-tribes-like

capitalist mother- expressive and cultural forms that bring current socio-cultural

82



criticism or rejection have been directly or indirectly influential in shaping contemporary

artist initiatives.

Beat Generation writers and poets who emerged in America in the 1950s and 1960s
contributed to the culture of is resistance iyle with the mystical metaphor and rhetoric of
‘Path’ (Zen culture) through a kind of apolitical politics in the literary field. This culture,
in which large-scale music and art festivals, border experiences in sexuality were
experienced and conceptually related to the prevalence of substance use and freedom,
had a significant impact on the youth culture that had been brought up by the 1960s
generation. At the same time, London-based underground culture in the 1960s was
another important part of the resistance in music, literature, art-like fields. Flower
children developed in the 1960s - Hippie culture, radical Yippi culture-like life forms
that became widespread in the 1970s, took an anti-institutional character and brought
criticism to the social order culture formed by orthodox modernity (Yiiksel,N.D)

5.2.2. Bohemian Culture

These politically charged initiatives have been organized by creating alternatif
alternative art spaces on the periphery of the cities or in sub-culture areas, especially as a
different and critical form of bohemian culture, in which artistic groups created in the
period of modernity in art led to the development of cities like Paris and Zurich. Here,
apart from the white cube’, which can be described as gallery space, they transformed
the spaces used or used for different purposes and turned them into spaces where art
production and consumption were made. These initiatives, organized in a spatial context,
were criticized because they later led to the gentrification of the city. Because these
initiatives mostly belong to the subclass of the regions where they are settled, these
settlements transform the economic and socio-cultural interaction in the region where
they are located (in the current context, art can also be connected to urban

transformation) and this has caused the life in these places to be affected negatively.
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However, contrary to this common belief, this situation may lead to a transformation in
the context of knowledge and politics in a way and it can always be shown that this
situation will not be negative. It is also possible that art's transforming power can create
a different impact between classes and in class, by influencing the social, creating
awareness of knowledge about its own realities. These initiatives, which are spatially
organized in space, have created layered spaces not only as closed spaces, but also by
moving spatiality beyond the ‘four walls’ and creating additional social spaces in

addition to concrete spaces.

In addition to CAls organized in a spatial context, there are also initiatives that are not
organized in a spatial context and whose traces of their existence can be sustained solely
on the basis of their activities. While the ‘members’ that make up these initiatives can be
anonymized, there are also contemporary art initiative organizations that are visibly
acting as initiatives. The activities of these initiatives, unlike the spatially organized
initiatives, have the opportunity to re-establish and express themselves in different

spatialities and times due to their potential to be more reflective and mobile.

5.2.3. CAls and New Social Movements

The politics movements developed by the new social movements (NSM) on liberation
and peace have led to the change and transformation of discourse and practice in the
field of art as movements that are sensitive to the environment and defending the

freedom of identities and revealing the subjectivity and specificity of individuals.

Despite the intellectual and political conflicts with capitalism, these art and literary
developments, which NSM has prepared for the political ground since the 1960s, have
also been criticized as being part of capitalist cultural forms of expression or itself as a

means of representation. The postmodernity theory methodically creates the discourse of
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emancipation by subject-centering the subject and structure-dismantling institutions,

causing the illusion of emancipation developed by neo-capitalism.

After 1980, especially in the 1990s, cultural changes have been shaped in a sociality
where technology is an active constituent component, creating differences in the
methods and channels of artistic expression. These technological developments have led
to spatial and temporal transformations at the global level by multiplying the formation

of knowledge and knowledge and increasing the speed of circulation and prevalence.

The contemporary artist initiatives, established after the 1980s, especially in the 1990s
and 2000s, have created specific and subjective localities on a global scale, with
reference to the fact that technology, science, and the inclusion of non-art into art form
different expression grounds. Although their numbers have continued to increase since
the 1990s, due to their ontological anti-persistence organization, it is also possible that
some of the contemporary artist initiatives that existed before would prefer to terminate

their existence.

The social movements developed within the scope of modernity and the NSMs which
are its critics, enabled the art initiatives in contemporary art to continue their activities
and thinking mechanisms in an effort against capitalist institutionalization and
socialization. CAls have attempted to offer an alternative to liberal discourse on the
basis of radical organizations, opposing capitalism, which centered on individuality,
with sociality and collectivity, and attempting to incorporate the transformation of the
social into a more egalitarian and marginalized, oppressed and ignored epistemology of

the social.

These initiatives, which are critically or critically opposed to capitalist art organizations
or institutionalizations, offer a different culture reading and suggestion to this field, as

well as the more inclusive, democratic and egalitarian, non-exploitative sharing of
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contemporary art, empowering the subject on its own and social reality. It should be
accepted as an indicator of strong resistance and social resistance in terms of the
flexibility, interchange and transformationability of the institutions and subjects. In
terms of the potential to establish a social relationship in which the subjectivity and
specificity of these institutions and subjects can be differentiated on the basis of
situational, contingent and conditions, it provides an important basis for contemporary
art. It should be noted, however, that the forms and activities of initiatives in art must be
understood on the basis of the subjectivities and specificities of each of the initiatives. In

this context, there are factors that separate them as well as common points.

5.2.4. Subjectivities of CAls

The forms of organization and activity of CAls can be considered as an important step in
establishing a rich and critical opening to capitalist contemporary art organization and
establishing the richness of the questioning ground. ldentifying the founding and
operational parameters of the initiatives will be enlightening to understand their
ontology, epistemology and politics. Although each of these parameters is separated
from each other by certain limits or small nuances, it is also common in the context of

establishing and relating dialogues between each other.

CAls are non-hierarchical, horizontal, decentralized, critical / political, innovative (not
traditional, new language and new speeches), interactive, dialogue-based, local,
participatory, democratic, egalitarian, free, instant, reflective, small, (new) artistic
culture, temporary, irregular, cross, alternative / outside / in the wall, experimental (out-
of-institutional experience), project-based, curatorial, conceptual, interactive, and an
extensive and non-traditional features such as the publicity can create. Although they
can be evaluated in this broad context, there are common features of different

contemporary artist initiatives.
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5.2.5. CAls as an artist organization

CAls are the collective, group, and similar coexistence, unity and side-by-side
constructions formed by the organizations of the artists that emerge in the arts. These
associations can be composed of artists as well as working together with long and short
term participants from different disciplines for similar reasons. These initiatives, which
are formed with different disciplines, have the potential to contribute to artist initiative
and art through individual artistic expressions that are common or collective, based on

artistic activities (intellectual and practical).

5.2.6. Acting on the basis of being collective of CAls

CAls, unlike NGOs, can be described as ‘loose’ organizations. These initiatives, which
are predominantly anti-institutional, are organized in a sharing and egalitarian manner
rather than a hierarchical organization. This organization can be defined as a form of

organization that allows individuality, mobility, change and breaks.

5.2.7. Institutionalization of CAls

Institutionalization, which can be considered paradoxical, should be considered as
critical in terms of being observed in CAls. This intra-initiative structuring, also called
‘core group’ or ‘bone group’, which can occur in CAls, is permanent’ members that do
not change, even if the variability of initiative participants is concerned. Although the
concept of membership also seems to describe an institutionalization in terms of
concept, the concept of member is a ‘loose’ use as in the concept of organization.
Although CAls are organized on the basis of civil society organizations and NGOs
because of being a civil formation, they do not have a structural character like NGOs,
but they do not have legal boundaries (internal regulations). Moreover, it opens up an

important field of inquiry in contemporary art as a form of organization that brings
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criticism or rejection to structural-organization. Some of the contemporary artist
initiatives have created texts that include a manifesto or foundation purpose. Although
these texts are considered to be a risk of institutionalization, these texts may be
considered as a reflection of the rich and dynamic characteristics of the initiatives in that
they are not fixed and invariable, but can be shaped and transformed.

5.2.8. Independence of CAls from power centers

The organization of CAls in art has an independent character. Although it interacts with
all institutions of society, it is a relationalism based on its free will and independence. In
this context, it creates a related but autonomous and subjective space. CAls resist the
capitalist institutionalization of contemporary art. It is political in this context and linked
to its autonomous autonomous character. In addition, web-based initiatives have the
freedom to expand their production at any time without the need for intermediaries,

especially with the spatial and temporalities that the Internet can open.

5.2.9. Non-profit in CAls

CAls are non-profit organizations. It contributes to the participation of contemporary art
through sharing, exchange and similar relations, either critically or rejecting capitalist
economic arrangements. Exceptionally, however, there are some initiatives that make
small-scale sales. However, this sale is often included in a cyclical use for the continuity

of the initiative.

5.2.10. Not giving priority to support in CAls

CAls, by not giving priority to sponsorship and similar financial support due to their

non-profit characteristics, endeavor to realize resource creation and sustainability with
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their own resources. However, this does not mean that they are completely free from

material and moral support. These supports are selective in initiative.

5.2.11. Interdisciplinary / transdisciplinary position in CAls

CAls are not only associations or coexistence of artists, but also participants from
different disciplines. Interdisciplinary, in addition to providing the ground for the artistic
activities or productions to be produced in the initiatives to bring the unique knowledge
of different disciplines to the initiative environment, by providing the intersectionality
and dialogue of this accumulation, the production can be made and the possibilities of
research, material, place of experience contributes. In this context, not only disciplines
close to the aim of the initiative, but also many disciplines thought to contribute to art
can be produced. From this perspective, initiatives can work in the field of multi-
disciplinary under a single roof.

5.2.12. Super-ideological position in CAls

CAls can work under a single ideology, but they are open to different ideas. Although
they are inclusive in this respect, they can enable the visibility of ideological differences,
produce policies and knowledge, and thus enable them to transform and change the

initiative.

5.2.13. Intercultural position in CAls

CAls create a space where different cultures can produce together, enabling them to
interact. They try to create liberating spaces and dialogues that enable the institutional
and subjective expansions of culture to be experienced and interacted on a non-
institutional basis, expanding, changing the concept of culture itself, including the

specificities of the relationships that culture enters with initiative, in particular
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subjectivities. This situation can create different awareness in contemporary art in terms
of having the potential to be effective not only at the local level but also at the macro
level by being connected with the society by the interaction of the participants on the

basis of initiative.

5.2.14. Project-oriented location

CAls, as well as activities and productions that involve processes (workshops,
exhibitions, seminars, and so on), as well as short-term artistic activities. These activities
are generally carried out on the basis of a project. Projects can be realized on the basis of
self-sustainability of the initiatives and budgets shaped according to the characteristics
of the project or by funding with the organizations or institutions to be cooperated, as
well as projects that do not require budget. Projects can be carried out at local scale, but
also through global collaborations and may be related to different localities.

5.2.15. The position of the CAls as a laboratory

CAls can also be considered as a laboratory environment in the context of creating space
for different original experiences. In addition to the fact that different encounters can
occur in the context of materials, knowledge and politics, they can provide a critical
basis for the institutional structure of contemporary art in the context of the possibility of
conflicts, making and distorting, processual, intermittent, intermittent artistic
productions. In the context of the fact that art production is not an activity of the artist
monopoly and that anyone who wants can create free channels that can do art, people

can make initiatives for subjective experiential and artistic production.
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5.2.16. ‘Do-It-Yourself’ culture in CAls

Although the dating of Do-It-Yourself (DY) culture dates back to the 19th century, this
concept, which developed after the 1960s and became popular especially after the 1970s,
may also appear to be related to self-sustainability and experimental character on the
basis of initiatives. As a critical situation to the institutionalized form of artistic
productions, this formation is also critical in terms of its ability to establish subjectivity
and reinterpretation. DIY culture can be used in CAls in production and distribution.
This system, which can develop alternative economies, is important in the sense that it
shows that CAls can carry out art activities and build their knowledge and policies

without being dependent on capitalist economy.

5.2.17. Platform-providerness of CAls

CAls can be considered as a founding actor in terms of providing the basis for the artists
or art workers who are critical of the institutionalization of contemporary art and are
excluded by this institutionalism. Its political character and its own opposition to this
institutionalism enable it to establish common experiences with the excluded (‘center to
‘periphery’) artists. This experience opens up a different and collective epistemological
and political sphere; furthermore, CAls are democratic and libertarian in that new
‘young’ artists can reduce their vulnerability to the art market and institutionalization

and open up spaces of expression under minimal pressure.

5.2.18. Display of CAls in the periphery

CAls are organized against the *mainstream’ in terms of criticizing the capitalist society
on the basis of underground and opposing culture, and in terms of being anti-
institutionalization. This form of organization can be considered as a ground of

empowerment, considering that the formation of the wall can be seen as hierarchical and
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‘insignificant’ by the center and that the formation of the periphery can produce a
different knowledge and politics. In this context, the periphery opens up an area of
discourse and action against or outside the system by developing and criticizing the

‘alternative’ to the discourse and organization of the center.

5.2.19. Differences between CAls

CAls include ontologically different subjectivities, specificities, and specificities of
subjectivities. In this context, although it is not possible to provide a single initiative
statement, there are differences in the context of these initiatives in developing
knowledge and politics of the art initiative. It can be said that different art initiatives
have different subjectivities and localities, in addition to creating spaces of expression in
contemporary art, they can create various intersections, criticize them by expanding the
boundaries of institutionalism, and contribute to the cultural sphere in order to develop

subjectivities.

5.2.20. Nowness on CAls

CAls focus on the contemporary in art activities based on their organization in
contemporary art. The emphasis on contemporary art is reflected in the art practice of
CAls, thus making it possible to articulate the current reality. By opening up a niche and
critical space in contemporary art, CAls can bring historical specific art criticism. This
focus can make it possible to create a critical and cyclical connection between subjective
and structurality by carrying out current problems on an intellectual basis and keeping
the agenda on the agenda, by reading the narrative of history through the moment, that

is, through specificities.
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5.3. Conditions of Existence of CAls

CAls are paradigmatic within contemporary art both as being and naming, based on the
critique or rejection of modern art, criticizing or rejecting the capitalist
institutionalization of contemporary art, and being political in this context, and being
sensitive to social issues due to the complex relationship that contemporary art has with
life. Expected art organizations, groupings, collectives and similar definitions. Although
CAls can be generalized to define the reasons and the existence of their existence, they
do not show a single form of organization, but they can carry out different activities by
coming together. In this context, they have multiple ontologies, and the knowledge and
politics of the CAls they create are also differentiating and pluralizing. Although this is
relative, it is the social responsibility and engagement that makes it possible for the
contemporary art to reorganize as much as possible by criticizing or rejecting it by re-
posing its existence, that is, its 'aims', and in this context capitalist contemporary art is
politically opposed to organization and institutionalization. and to be both subjective and

'strong objective' at the same time.

In understanding the importance of CAls in contemporary art, it is important that FST,
which is shaped in contemporary modernity theory, is considered from the critics of
postmodernity in terms of showing the importance of material grounds in the
coexistence of knowledge and politics, and that the references are based on the
subjectivity of these material grounds. These concrete experiences and subjectivities

make specific expansions about the knowledge and politics of the initiatives.

The fact that CAls create a different knowledge and politics question in terms of their
organization forms and activities in contemporary art, and the relationships they have
entered with different sets of knowledge and politics, poses a critique of their popular
contemporary art narrative and positions them as a potential force to change

contemporary art. This positioning is non-profit, non-hierarchical, sharing,
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interdisciplinary, non-institutional, non-essentialist, partial, inclusive, reflective and self-
reflective, process-oriented and may include changes in the process, non-order,
relational, experimental, interactive, different alternatives producing, non-stationary /
mobile, political, space creative, platform provider, critical, mostly young, independent,
difference and innovation-constructive (entrepreneur), specific-content (local), non-
permanent, inspiring, invisible, local and globally effective, autonomous / independent /
free, base-based or guerrilla and similar features that contain more than one can be said
to have features. However, they may also differ depending on the specific subjectivities
and conjunctural changes in the interrelationships between initiatives on the basis of

initiative.

Each concept that helps define the initiative ontologically needs to be understood as a
result of different experiences in different initiatives. Although not all concepts
mentioned are inherent in every initiative, their experience and political-epistemological
implications are not the same. Ankara art initiatives, as initiatives established in the local
area of Ankara, create moments of subjective experience in terms of influencing their
locality and on the basis of global knowledge and politics. Organized mainly on the
basis of close relations (friendship), Ankara initiatives are one of the active founding
elements of contemporary art in Ankara. Due to their activities and presence in the
public space in the city, internet space (social media, web pages and the like), which
connect local to global, in different spatialities from large and small scale art spaces,
there are different possibilities that can be critical or rejection of capitalist organized art

(spatial, activity based, ' organization ‘form and so on).

In terms of their participation in public relations (subjects and public spaces), they are
relational and sharing, reflective and self-reflective in terms of engaging participants in
knowledge and political context. However, while these forms of association can be
regarded as positive subjectivities in the context of Ankara's CAls to move

contemporary art from the auspices of the capitalist field to a more democratic, sharing
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and egalitarian field, there are criticisms of the ontological characteristics of the

initiative and the paradoxical relationships they may have entered.

Since the ontological characteristics of the initiative and the relationships entered are
partial, each initiative needs to be understood in its own subjectivity. According to the
FST, the idea that reality is partial and that holistic knowledge cannot fully explain
reality is accepted, subjective partial experiences and material conditions are accepted
and reflective of reality on the basis of initiatives. In this context, the study focuses on
the sharing of subjective experiences of almost every participant forming the
methodological initiatives. These experiences are critical to the forms of organization in

initiatives both at Ankara level and in the general context.

In Ankara, the associations they take under the name of initiative, the relationship they
have entered with the old and new social movements, anti-culture, ethnic culture-like
and underground culture relations are limited or unrelated. The artists taking part in the
initiatives mainly continue their individual art practices within the initiative, and in some
initiatives, even the members who approach the anti-culture are willing to be visible or
work with a gallery. The initiatives created tend to operate and institutionalize
predominantly like modern groups. The necessity for the politics to be directly and
naturally part of or linked to the initiative was either avoided or partially realized by
individual participants, as can be seen in some explanations. The reason for this is that
they are ultimately an artist and that they cannot make a politics like an activating

subject.

Most of the initiatives in Ankara are problematic in terms of their criticality in terms of
their positive view of being involved in institutionalizations such as large-scale art
activities (similar to biennials). In the Ankara initiatives, although the individual is prone
to political and cultural anti-culturalism, they are weak in terms of their association with

global and local anti-culturalism.
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The initiatives in Ankara, which consist mainly of young members as the age group,
include minimum generations of 1990s and beyond, and age groups based on the 1980s
and before, also have a different content in shaping the problems. In this context, there
are deficiencies or inadequacies in the context of the relationship between the
postmodernity theory on which postmodern art is based and predominantly modern
education and expressing the traces of modern education in their attitudes or
performances. Sharing the subjective experiences of the participants of the initiatives in
Ankara shows that not all initiatives are carried out in a non-hierarchical and horizontal
organization. In this context, there are conflicts of power and ego within the initiative
and some members may implicitly or explicitly apply pressure / hegemony to other
members in this sense. In addition, conscious or unconscious labor exploitation can take
place in the division of labor, friendship and similar work sharing, implementation and

similar issues of these initiatives.

Within the Ankara initiatives, there is little or no interest in the scientific-feminist
political and knowledge positioning of the research, mainly because of prejudices,
experiences or insufficient or limited knowledge on feminist knowledge and politics.
This is an indication that ‘patriarchal hegemony’ continues in the initiatives based on the
comments of the participants. The fact that feminist knowledge and politics is not
needed to create an egalitarian environment also leads to the illusion that equality is
already equal. The limited number or limited activities of the participants who are
interested in high level feminist knowledge and politics in Ankara art initiatives shows
that the subjects that will enable the conscious exchange of this field in the context of
feminist knowledge and politics are insufficient. In addition, knowledge of feminist
knowledge and politics of subjects who are thought to have feminist consciousness may

be insufficient.

In Ankara art initiatives, it is understood from the experiences of the participants that the

relationship networks established are important mediators in making an initiative visible
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and more active, finding resources and support. This is an implicit power-visibility
’relationship that emerges as a factor reducing inter-initiative solidarity and cooperation.
Field knowledge shows that even initiatives that have been able to establish more
relationships than other initiatives in terms of the network of networks mention the lack
of resources. This should be considered not only on the basis of initiative but also in

terms of Ankara's capital accumulation and circulation.

The socio-economic and cultural contexts of Ankara are also the determinants of these
relations. Initiatives in Ankara think that Istanbul is more decisive in contemporary art
than Ankara. Even though they think that Ankara has a high potential in contemporary
art and that the artistic activities and thoughts produced in Ankara should be important
and visible, they think that artistic consumption is an important factor for the
sustainability of art financing and initiatives in Istanbul. critically believes that
knowledge constitutes the dominant epistemological field of art.

As argued in this thesis, it is assumed that, rather than hierarchical relations, subjectivity,
detail, and locality are considered to be the founders of reality, each production being of
value. In material conditions and institutionalization of contemporary art, economic and
cultural knowledge establishes dominant relations in the field of contemporary art and
directs contemporary art with speculative means due to the desire of capital to dominate
the economy and knowledge. Considering Istanbul as a power is due to the fact that
capital is concentrated in Istanbul. In this context, the issue is not related to a city
locality, but to capitalism itself. The system of contemporary art, which is systematically
guided and governed by the relations of power, creates destruction under the conditions

of the existence of initiatives, in particular the CAls of Ankara.

In the field of contemporary art, it is a phenomenon that can be understood through
systematic mechanisms of power and subjectively established relations, which initiatives

will be visible and supported, which knowledge will be written, which will be ignored,
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and which will be visible in initiatives. However, as the FST foresees, the 'external'
within (‘outsider’) position of the ‘oppressed’ initiatives by hegemony with large
contemporary art constructions within these mechanisms as initiatives, more clearly,
within and outside the field of art. Its location creates a condition and condition that
increases its critique and enables it to produce richer knowledge and politics. However,
this should be considered as a read of the fact that initiatives are the focus of power.
While initiatives are adversely affected under structural and material conditions, they are
essential to sustainability- which is not necessarily due to their ontology, but it should be
an action taken with reference to the subjective preference of the initiative- in terms of
their ability to demonstrate critical and political power in contemporary art.

Capitalism fosters the relationship between art and money and the necessity of the
initiatives to require money in order to make art and ensure their sustainability creates
the illusion that money is essential in contemporary art by being transformed into a
commercial space and systematically managed rather than contributing to the cultural
accumulation of individuals. However, there is a liberating aspect of contemporary art
and it provides many opportunities for the subject in terms of artistic expression. CAls
are the revolutionary subject, which has the potential to establish the ‘new’ knowledge
and politics of this field, which will allow a reading in this direction and enable the
formation of a system in contemporary art that will allow the subject to open the

specificities of the subjectivities and initiate and maintain the dialogue.

Since the conceptions of periphery formations, alternative formations for initiatives can
be concepts developed by adopting a center and mainstream, it should be possible to
improve the conditions of the initiatives with an anti-capitalist and critical politics with a
conceptualization where free ‘knowledge and politics-based CAls are centered. In this
context, Ankara initiatives should be positioned as the subject of the knowledge and
politics that will initiate the transformation starting from the external but within

"position formed by the argument that they cannot be rendered sufficiently visible or
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ignored. This position seems to be important in the sense that it can change not only the
duality in which they are present, but also all the knowledge and politics of

contemporary art.

What is striking is an evaluation of the Ankara initiatives in personal conversations and
the initiatives taken within the scope of this study are considered to be initiatives that
attempt to relate to capital in Ankara and whose aim is to be visible and whose political
emphasis is lacking. In particular, it is stated that the risk that this idea may spread to the
initiative due to the way its members are associated with capital and indirectly,
constitutes the initiative, cannot be transformative and political power for the purpose of
establishment and existence, and they cannot reflect the ‘reality’ of the initiative to be
achieved. Paradoxically, there is also a criticism as to why these initiatives call

themselves initiatives and that the word 'initiative' should not be the same.

In this context, the extent to which the initiatives within the scope of this study allow
them to see and evaluate themselves within the scope of the initiative and their supposed
political subject positions should be discussed. This should be understood in a sense by
looking at how they relate to knowledge and politics. In this context, it cannot be said
that Ankara art initiatives are predominantly willing to initiate a comprehensive
transformation.

Ontological equivalents of these criticisms, which remain mostly at the level of
activities, are quite low. However, due to the rich content of the activities and
considering the broad ontological scope of the initiative, since it cannot be a single form
of initiative, it is possible to consider these initiatives which are formed by different
perceptions of initiative under the name of initiative. However, their position with
capital, state and NGOs is also important in this definition. This evaluation, which
mainly refers to the critique of capitalism, is important in terms of criticizing their
cooperation due to the conditions in which capital initiatives exist. However, initiatives

indicate that they are selective on capital, creating stratified ratings in this relationship.
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This also applies to NGOs and government groups. Nevertheless, the initiatives that are
expected to be against capitalist organization to the cooperation with capitalist capital,
which is thought to be the dominant force in the field, which is called as ‘essential’, have

a paradoxical result for Ankara initiatives.

In their relations with NGOs, Ankara initiatives, the NGOs they can contact, either do
not know or support the meaning of artist initiatives, according to the participants. With
their grants, they can receive national or global financial support on an annual or project
basis. However, this is not sufficient. In this context, Ankara initiatives face economic
challenges. The Ankara artist initiatives, which went into cooperation with the state,
mainly at the municipal level, stated that they could work more easily with the
politically close municipalities. Some initiatives did not want to receive support from the
treasury fund and stated that they would be able to benefit from the funds of capital-
supported NGOs rather than cooperating with the state.

The initiatives in Ankara, which are intensely intertwined with politics, are intimately
connected with global capital connections and attach importance to social issues and
organization. These initiatives also try to relate to different initiatives and meet the
desired politics emphasis in the initiative by staying close to the modernist emphasis. In
this context, in contrast to initiatives that stay away from politics or are partially
interested, these initiatives are naturally organized by politics. In addition to ensuring
consistency within the initiative, this organization is also inclusive in the context of the
political relationship it has with NGOs. These initiatives, which are organized by
centering the politics, approach social issues through art, and show the reality of the
social as experiential and experiential and potentially source the possible transformation.
Unlike other initiatives, these initiatives, which are socially conscious and sensitive to
social opposition, do not work with an isolated understanding of art, they use art to
spread social concerns and messages. This, of course, does not imply that other

initiatives are not political. However, political focus is graded. Some initiatives have a
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closer relationship with politics and position art, while others focus on art and
subordinate it. This is not a binary and hierarchical approach, but is related to the

positional status of the weighted parameter on the initiative scale.

The criticisms of Ankara CAIls should be understood on the basis of different
relationships, subjectivities and specificities within each initiative. It should be noted
that each of the participants in the initiatives does not deal with the phenomenon of
initiative in the same way and carries out its activities by including its own subjectivity.
Despite all these criticisms, the subjective authenticity of Ankara CAls should be
emphasized and their contribution to contemporary art should be emphasized. The
attempt to make contemporary art partially away from the institutionalities contributes to

the Ankara initiatives to make Ankara art more egalitarian and sharing.

Each sub-title that describes the ontology of CAls and the relations it enters with
institutions should be considered together with autonomy in itself. In this context, the
layered CAls will emerge by associating the subjective experiences of the participants

with the constructs (both at the initiative and at the level of the social institutions).

5.3.1. Opposition to Institutionalization in CAls

Although their CAls come together in different ways according to their foundational
purposes, their real purpose is to organize against the capitalist institutionalization of
contemporary art. The CAls are created by means of creating different spatialities in the
field of art and creating a hegemonic structure of contemporary art and distorting its

reality.

Although the institutionalization effort is a form of organization that is tried to be
avoided and opposed to form a hegemonic structure, the manifesto and core group

formation, the division of labor, the structures that can be seen in the CAIl due to the
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conditions and conditions required by the activities. Here, however, the conception of
the structure is not considered on the basis of pressure, but as a ‘loose’ conception of
structure, which is created to ensure its sustainability and effective functioning. It also
differs from capitalist and modernist perceptions in that it allows subjectivities
embedded in the structure of the CAL.

The determinism of this structure is limited. In some initiatives, however, it should be
considered that there is almost zero institutionalism, intense subjectivity constitutes the
field of initiative, and a more dispersed coexistence is possible. In this context,
initiatives exist with a gradual approach in terms of different ontological and
paradigmatic queries. Although the initiatives organized on the basis of contemporary
modernity paradigm care about the formation of a loose structure within their structure,
the initiatives which are located close to the paradigm of postmodernity give less
importance to the determinative and organizing structure of the structure and aim to
open more space for subjectivity. This is closely related to the type of activity, the fields
of activity, the dynamics and limitations of the formation of the group, and similar
historical contextual contexts. Although hegemonic-repressive political management,
depending on the capitalist organization of society, tries to limit the scope and
organization of the initiatives, the alternative of the initiatives to use different spatialities

and artistic environments provides their sustainability and enables them to resist.

The conservative-liberal (democrat?) Justice and Development Party (AKP) in the
period in which the political power in Turkey (and the AKP's power is still ongoing in
2020), a dissident from the initiative formed art initiative members in Ankara, on the
initiative of the activities and share the following knowledge about the form of

formation:

The point we have started is that we came together as a reaction to the
institutionalization and false institutionalization of art. And we wanted to practice that it
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spread to the street, that is, to the public space. But the circumstances have brought us
elsewhere. You know, we can not go out on the street. So we had to go digital. Or
exhibitions in small places. We did not think of a gallery or anything, but the
circumstances forced us to this point. We have a problem, we have a lot of instruments
and we want to tell. But on the one hand, we are aware of the life of the city, the
memory of the city. (FRD)

This initiative, which is close to institutionalism as an initiative, but in which the
understanding and form of contemporary art among members differs specifically, is not
limited to the public sphere, but strives to achieve civil transformation in contemporary
art, and attempts to transform the ideologically sterilized state of contemporary art by
capitalism by opposing-politicizing it. and re-writing the knowledge of contemporary art
from a different perspective. The public sphere policies of the AKP political
administration on the public sphere, the constraints and interventions that ensure the
stable functioning of the state brought by both the political power and the municipal
organizations and the security forces and reproduce the social structural-order; by using /

discovering spatial intersections (concrete and abstract) or layered space perception.

In addition to being a different field of artistic expression, the initiatives organized in the
digital environment can also bring criticism to the organization of the capitalist
organization of contemporary art not only in concrete order but also in digital space by
using the expansionary, fast, universal, inclusive, local contexts offered by digital. These
initiatives, which can create their own areas of expression without the need for
intermediaries in art, have the opportunity to bring radical criticism to institutionalism
with the possibility of active participant audience / audience / audience to intervene in
the initiative environment, to establish and interact with reflective and self-reflective
areas. As a component of the initiative and civil artist, this initiative member is critical
of the way capitalism organizes art and thinks that the initiative should be organized in
opposition to it. However, among the initiatives in Ankara, anti-capitalism opposing
attitude in initiatives that attempt to experience the question of public space against anti-
capitalism, although one or two initiatives are not radical except for one or two
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initiatives, the cooperations of the initiatives with capital, state, NGO and capital-money
are hidden or open. Positive relationships. However, it should be noted that anti-
capitalism is treated differently between initiatives, and even this difference varies even
among initiative members. Even highly opposing initiative members may tend not to
engage opposing subjectivities in their work productions. This is also related to the
institutional structure of the initiative. Initiatives that care about their sustainability as
‘institutional” may be reluctant to make radical active policies. This shows that
institutionalism suppresses subjective politics and prevents the occurrence of risk and
group interests form a hegemony on the subject. In addition, in a few of the initiatives in
Ankara, members have implemented the concept of civil active politics. As a reason,
there is also a lack of willingness to take risks against the possibility of violence,

detention, imprisonment and similar actions that the state may impose.

Although anti-institutionalization is a very important concept in initiatives, the
advantages of institutionalization can also bring practical results and benefits to the
initiative. Initiatives engaged in activities that may be considered ‘illegal’, especially in
the public sphere -but not limited to an illegal character- work sharing and sharing of
work with its relative order understanding can ensure that they are not exposed to
sanctions such as punishment, produce fast and result-oriented work and produce
policies that can support each other. The participant states that the organization and the
division of labor are necessary and a force for initiatives that produce jobs in the public
sphere: But they have to be a band. They can not work without a group. When there is a

band, they watch each other. They appear stronger. (FRD)

Since institutionalization, organization and division of labor can provide a strengthening
mechanism, there may be situations and conditions in which initiatives need to be
structured, although they emphasize subjectivity. In this context, it is important to
understand the flexibility of the concept that the initiative should be treated as a

phenomenon that needs to be reshaped in the focus of its activities, while the complete
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rejection of structuralism is not possible in certain circumstances, situations and

contexts.

Institutionalization is predominantly non-structural, rigid, flexible and variable, but may
lead to contradictions in the relationship between the subject and its presence. However,
Ankara initiatives are initiatives that are predisposed to institutionalization because they
are intensively based on friendship ties / relationships. This stratifies the complex

relationship that the subject enters with institutionalization.

5.3.2. Nomenclature and Contradictions of Initiatives

They often criticize or reject the term initiatives, because they are restrictive in terms of
constructiveness, postmodern paradigmatic view of contemporary art, and the
conceptual pressure of free and broad ground created by contemporary art. Initiative
conceptualization can create hesitation when used by initiatives, as it contains an
intrinsic but embedded and embedded politics understanding. In initiatives where the
emphasis on politics is not intense or absent, the connotation of this concept can be
criticized. In addition, the initiative environment in which identities can be anonymized
can also result in the rejection of these names altogether and being visible only in the
name of contemporary art. Although the hegemonic relationship of conceptualization
has been criticized, the concept of initiative can be used for practical reasons. One
respondent expressed the following opinion: We use the word initiative in a single
interview. We do not accept street artists. So we do not accept the group. We are just
looking for a wave-making movement. It's just a wave we are aiming to turn from

snowballs to avalanches. (FRD)

Wave conceptualization, or any alternative to the initiative, is not an escape from
structuralism as it is thought to be because it is essentially an attempt to understand.

However, it is important that conceptualization leads to questioning the relationship it
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enters with structurality. In this context, wave conceptualization can be a criticism that
can be brought to the structure of the initiative in terms of emphasizing dynamism, not
static. This dynamism also makes a political opening to initiative knowledge because it
is likely to include politics. Rather than using two different categorical formations, each
move that could free the meaning from the conceptualization of initiative can be
considered as approaches that break the staticity of the initiative but make it possible to
conceptualize it as initiative. When the naming of initiative is not considered rational,
essentialist and universal, or when all these categories are criticized, all possible
definitions can be used under the title of initiative. In this context, the definition can be
expanded and the meaning of the concept can be redefined.

Initiative conceptualization not only refers to the structure, but also criticizes its
determinism, as it can also emphasize subjectivities. In addition to the collectivity that
the initiatives attach importance to, the emphasis on individuality and the activism of the
subject are also possible by using initiative conceptualization. However, beyond the
relationships between the emphasis on individuality of the initiative conceptualization
and the emphasis on structurality, it is also possible that the initiative conceptualization
does not always evoke group-like and collective-like meanings. An interpretation that
opposes the term CAl as an initiative in terms of organization and activity grounds is as
follows: T see the initiative entirely personally... I did not use it to be collective. The

initiative is to be able to act on its own choice. It means freedom! (FRD)

One of the contradictions that needs to be considered here is that the conceptualization
of initiative conceptualization is stuck in the narrow meaning as a result of considering
and evaluating the concept with the meaning of dictionary-word in Turkish. As this
approach, which is differentiated from social sciences on a disciplinary basis, is used as
the meanings that artists predominantly associate at the concept level in their
productions, the breadth and flexibility of the comprehensive narrative of the concept

cannot always be provided in the same way. It is, of course, possible to link the initiative
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with the conceptualization of liberty. Because the initiative presents the freedom of
personal choice to the members of the initiative in terms of being able to create space for
subjectivity as well as being structural. In addition, the structures where the structurality
Is kept to a minimum and organized allow the concept of freedom in order to enable the
subjectivities to experience and reveal their specificities.

However, what is meant here is the necessity of identifying the artist initiatives used in
the current sense with the term collectivity. It should be emphasized that it is not
possible to call initiatives to the organizational forms and activities of the CAls, because
the forms of organization are more coherent than taking initiative. However, it is

underlined that individual exits are possible within collectivity.

In this context, the possible definition for the conceptualization of the initiative is
assumed to be realized on the basis of collectivity by changing context. Because the
participant thinks that taking the initiative is already embedded in the artist's
understanding and there is no need to call such initiative and freedom. But the
aforementioned contradiction stems from the conceptual use of the word. The criterion
of whether the naming of initiative can be used for entities that are considered to have
initiative-specific characteristics is linked to how they treat the concept of initiative in
their activities. CAls, as civil entities, conform to the definition of initiative in the
context of articulating specific issues in art and creating their own knowledge and
politics. In this context, the initiative can be considered as a concept pointing to
pluralism rather than a singular subject. However, since the connotations and
specificities of the definition of initiative are realized inadequately or contradictorily at
the level of Ankara initiatives, the use of this conceptualization for these formations
seems to be problematic.

Formations with a younger age group than the initiatives in Ankara and groupings that

take care to remain anonymous may be prone to stay distant to the concept of initiative.
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However, initiative conceptualization is not used in group names and collective, group-
like conceptualizations can be used in different contexts and specific conditions. This
shows that although the initiatives in Ankara do not have a conceptually common use,
they are aware of the structural dimensions of the nomenclatures. In practice, however,
this conscious position cannot be maintained consistently in general. Especially in the
relations entered into with the social institutions in the activities and the interviews
conducted, it was observed that the uses can be used interchangeably. This shows that
there is no knowledge of conceptualization based on the concept. This situation shows
that the knowledge created about the initiative contains almost a partiality. Because the
knowledge of the definition of initiative, which is thought to develop automatically by
action, is still abstract and insignificant to the extent that it cannot be understood by the
members of the initiative. A participant summarizes the clarity of the situation as
follows and criticizes self-reflection and initiative: We cannot express ourselves literally,
so we have a missing side. (FRD)

The disconnection between initiatives' politics and knowledge prevents them from
developing coherent initiative knowledge and politics. In spite of the potential of the
paradigmically desired modern paradigm and postmodern theoretical inquiry and
cultural attitude of the initiatives which are opposed to naming, defining,
conceptualization, the conceptual-practical conflict they experience, the knowledge of
the insider and the experience and the knowledge of the outsider in a common sense.
The attempt to define initiatives from the outside (which is also considered to be a
hegemonic situation depending on the condition and content) leads to the experience of
duality as an insurmountable crisis, since it is assumed by the initiative that the
initiatives cannot reflect the authentic reality. One participant describes his experience as
follows: There is no initiative pattern, no group pattern. The other party wants you to put

a name is not accepted. (FRD)
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However, the effort to define includes the knowledge and politics of the initiatives on a
plurality of basis, together with initiatives, considering the specificity of the
subjectivities of the initiatives in order to observe the differences within them. When the
ontological identification effort is made in both methodological and epistemological
contexts such as group-specific, plural, stratified, reflective, and self-reflective, it
becomes an interactive and naked reality definition rather than the formation of a
hegemonic knowledge set. One participant expresses his concern about the structuralism
and universality of identification and naming: | don't know if it can define an initiative
independently of the groups. There are groups that do not meet any definition; they all
call it initiative. The dynamics, orientations, trends, styles of each initiative are different.
(FRD)

Critically, the participant's view of the universality and hegemonic conceptual
definitions and experiences of both initiatives and non-initiative knowledge founders
implies the risk that initiatives can be based ontologically on what is hegemonic in the
practice of definition. Initiatives should establish and experience the naming of
initiatives with their own reality. In this context, it is necessary to establish the
conceptualization itself with experience, not with the knowledge taken for granted. Even
if initiatives that operate within capitalist contemporary art and define themselves as
radicals state that they can transform their opposing attitudes with the paradigmatic
connection of postmodernity from the inside to the ideological, the consistency of this
situation is revealed in their relationship with the economy. In this context, the capitalist
contemporary art politics and economy should be considered as a critical and / or
rejected field in the context of the ability of CAls to oppose their own knowledge and

politics.

The curatorial practices of the initiatives in which plastic arts dominate the visual
culture, which is one of the important findings of the CAl in Ankara, reveal the fact that

they are not consistent in a critical or rejecting attitude towards capitalism. This striking
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critique of the fact that the activities are not different from the mixed exhibitions and do
not intersect with the context and purposes of existence of the initiative reveals the

reality of the Ankara initiatives:

Bringing together a group of artists and organizing a group exhibition. Who did it? You
mean a curatorial team? No elements of the initiative. Anything more than that? No.
They say no to a number of writings of the exhibition that they do not come to the rope.
He never says anything. In other words, they have a context, they determine a concept,
then they find a number of writings under that concept, and someone writes. They write
well now. Then they make nice explanations with them. This is a group exhibition.
What's the difference of a curator? So there is a lack of soul. Perhaps this is due to the
present age, so moving, so diverse, so much that you always exist, but never deprived as
a situation (FRD)
The ideological interpretation of capitalism, which emphasizes difference, can also be
observed in the conception of difference of initiatives. Intersecting production by
intersecting contexts / references, and functionalizing it to show that the initiative is
sustainable and viable, alienates the initiative from its own reality and knowledge and
discharges the concept of initiative and deprives it of politics. The concept of tamed
initiative is distinguished from the groupings produced within capitalism that do not
constitute a threat to capitalism, as a critical force. Initiatives that do continuous but
unqualified work and are not critical of capitalism should be considered as self-depleting

entities.

It can be said that the current initiatives are different from the ‘flowing’ (or is flowed)
groupings that make cultural criticism of modernity and modern art in the history of art,
as well as the grouping or separation of initiatives within capitalist economies. A

participant summarizes the subjective characteristics specific to the CAl as follows:

Initiatives do not act through binding text. It does not have a certain aesthetic
understanding. Its discourses are perhaps largely disorganized and perhaps straight
forward. But the currents are not like that. The currents are identified with the names
that they call themselves or the names that others call them. Initiatives similar to what
we call a movement or movement today may have a pluralistic exit. But besides that it

110



is smaller. The initiative nowadays is a somewhat smaller scale in the contemporary

dimension, with fewer groups coming together and having different productions (FRD).
While the Avantgarde modernist ‘currents’ are considered to be the beginnings of the
CAls, they are formally similar, but in the context of knowledge and politics, and in the
context of theoretical foundations, the CAIl is considered to have very different
characteristics from the currents. The environment of CAIl, where original differences
and subjectivities are constitutive parameters, is a ground in which individualities may
also be visible in the loose structure subject to, although they are not “current creators”.
The relationship that exists between the loose structure and the subject in the order of the
initiative shows that in some initiatives the subject may evolve into structures where the
activism of subjects is dominant. One participant shares this opinion: | mean, [the name
of the initiative] doesn't make us valuable. Right now we're making it worthwhile. And
this will continue, actually. We are now building a brick step by step into the future
(FRD)

Capitalist contemporary art, capitalist state and capital, as well as artist organizations
“have a critical eye and create a 'supervisory' oppression mechanism (Sen, Celikaslan,
Tan, 2016, pp.183-203). it is approaching. One participant shares his self-experience on

this issue and reveals the hegemonic relationship between institutions and initiatives:

They were so afraid of initiative. What kind of initiative are you taking on the initiative?
Now we, everyone, self-censorship, so that we do not have a job in one way or another.
How aren't you going to apply it? You arrested. You go to jail. You lose your job. You
have a kid. You're scared, aren't you? Aren't you afraid? Even the name of an initiative
of yours is already dangerous. What initiative are you taking? (FRD)
The pressure created by capitalism on the initiatives led to the confrontation with
practices such as self-censorship and non-political radicalization in some of the Ankara
initiatives. While some initiatives prefer to resist this situation, they are often criticized
not by linking criticism with radicalism, but through artistic expression or disrupting the

functioning of capitalism. A participant thought to be ‘uncomfortable’ from the fact that

111



capitalism is an area where initiatives take place outside of himself shares this opinion:
When you take an initiative, that's why they exclude you (FRD).

Seeing the position of initiatives as an ‘exclusion’ stems from the assumption that the
capitalism is inherent in contemporary art. The expectation of initiatives to reject or
criticize capitalist contemporary economies in contemporary art as active actors is

common, although not observed in many of the initiatives in Ankara.

The CAls, which are expected to be opposed to capitalist art organizations, are shaped
differently at the level of different initiatives in the local area of Ankara. The artistic
methods used by the initiatives in the way they express themselves limit or relate to the
relationships they can enter at the capital, state and NGO levels. An initiative
participant, who states that they emerged for the purpose of positioning independently of

power foci, explains the positional position of the initiative in art as follows:

We mean organization here. [the name of initiative] takes the initiative in organizing art.
It turns out with a claim about it. Otherwise, the initiative is not about art, but about art
itself. Here we have the initiative to organize and basically an understanding of art, we
never put such a perspective, we never entered such boundaries as we never do [the
name of initiative] like this art or something like that, but we put it from the beginning:
here we call these global power centers | will not go under the guidance of artistic
powers. Here we take the initiative. Here, we take the initiative to cooperate with the
structures that fit our vision in this sense. So they know that [the name of initiative] will
not get support from the Ministry of Culture. (FRD)

The existence of initiatives in contemporary art is linked to criticism of the capitalist
institutional organization of art. Although their CAls are not organized on the basis of
criticism in the context of artistic aesthetics, their proposition that their existence aims
and practices may create a different artistic creation in the subjectivity of the initiative
due to their separation from the groupings and individual artists that make up capitalist
contemporary art and organizing on different grounds. Although this is thought to be
possible in the subjectivity of every contemporary art maker, the artistic understanding

and politics of the initiative in the form of organization can carry this potential in terms
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of providing a different perspective and enabling experimentation.

Artists who think that capitalist contemporary art cannot exist in individual hegemonic
relations can be added to capitalist contemporary art by forming collectives. The
functionalization of collectivities as a mechanism of power leads to their formation as a
focus that contributes to capitalist contemporary art by turning their political power in
favor of the capitalist. However, the CAls do not aim to be integrated into the capitalist
contemporary art market, but remain the focus of power. In this context, the initiative
has power as a formation, while it makes the individuals who make it strong through
solidarity. One of the participants describes the initiative's solidarity and empowerment
of individuals through a participatory experience as follows: We taught each other some
courage. In private life, people who are now doing individual jobs should always be in
conflict with each other. (FRD)

Initiatives should be formations that support socially engaged artistic creation on a
collective basis to eliminate the competing individual and damaging personal interests
that capitalism has brought forward. It should be included in the art as collectives that
strengthen the collective knowledge and politics of the individuals who form the
initiative and support their artistic, intellectual and activist aspects. A responder, who
participates in a process that cares about collectivity and activism, evaluates the
initiative as follows: Initiative is a state of ego. In two days, you will do it differently,
maybe at home. Maybe there's no audience, but you did something. Every person has a

creative side. The important thing is to motivate, fuel, and expose it. (FRD)

The support mechanism of the initiative is directly proportional to the labor put forward
for the initiative. The organizational forms of the initiatives that attempt to provide their
own sustainability are reflected in their contemporary forms of art. In this context, the
return of support is also open to possible outcomes, but it has a politics that can change

negative consequences as long as it is organized. One participant metaphorically
113



describes the experiences of the initiatives as follows: Here, everyone waives certain
things and enters into a shared pool and work out from a shared pool. But when you get
here, you're the king god, and you're the cockroach. It's possible that you're embarrassed
or vizier (FRD)

The majority of the Ankara art initiatives, where the initiative's transformation and
founding power are often put in the background, often instrumentalize the initiative to
reinforce individual visibility, or view the initiative as a platform to make its name
known. Most initiative members can work with private galleries, become individuals
recognized in capitalist contemporary art, and even work as initiative on private

galleries, even if they claim to criticize them.

This contradictory situation causes capitalism to absorb the criticism and use the
initiatives with the claim that it can make room for freedoms within its own system
rather than criticizing it from the inside. It is also possible for initiatives to wish to
remain anonymous without claims of visibility. However, most of the initiatives in
Ankara exist in contemporary art through relationships that make their collectives
known and recognized. A participant interprets the rationale as self-reflective with the
following question: So ultimately we do it to be known. Why would | be secret? Do |

put it in my dowry? (FRD)

The definition of recognition is intended to be discovered by the capitalist market rather
than by a small group. It may not be possible for a small group to be concerned about the
anonymity of groups other than subjective expectations. In this context, its members are
more likely to be interested in the nature of the work put forward, rather than being
curious about how many people they are and similar active-viewers. However, the
content of subjectively organizing can also be a matter of curiosity. But if the
phenomenon of knowing and curiosity relates to the capitalist economy individually or

collectively, this shows that collectiveity is instrumentalized by interest.
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The relative interpretation of initiatives from a neo-liberal capitalist point of view rather
than referring to the liberating power of postmodern theory leads to an unqualified
proliferation of initiatives. In this context, instead of providing visibility and supporting
variability on the basis of knowledge and politics, the aims of formation of initiatives
break the initiative away from its social context and social responsibility and base it on
subjective conditions and preferences. Although flexibility is perceived as a positive
concept at first glance, the ideological grounds of the concept should be revealed in
order to see power relations within flexibility. The conceptualization of ‘locomotive /
trailer de in the initiatives is important in terms of showing the transformation of
friendship relations into exploitation relations. One participant commented: At some
point, we will have to evolve into something: It doesn't always work in the trailer of two
people. It's a pity for the people who work here. One day, the future comes to a point,

[the name of initiative], they rule me out. (FRD)

While the cliques in the initiative can bring the concept of locomotive, it can lead to both
labor exploitation and hierarchical structuring. In an initiative where experiences are

interpreted differently, another participant in the same initiative considers the contrary:

And we're doing some ridiculous things. There are fights, there are also separations,
there is also being nervous, but there is a core consciousness, it does not dissipate.
Nobody does anything when we don't do anything. Initiatives are necessarily the
locomotives. As in any group. But we can't call them leaders. I mean, business-based
thing. There are things that are more dominant in term-based leadership or that put all
the work on your shoulders and back. Everybody knows you're the locomotive of that
event. Right is given. (FRD)
Although it contains relatively different meanings with emphasis on difference, it can
also be considered intersectional. Relativity and difference approaches form the power
to re-establish the transformation and knowledge of contemporary art when it is politics-
laden. Rather than emphasizing a simple difference in this context, it is necessary to

support the diversity of initiatives that support rich knowledge and politics.
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5.3.3. Individuality and Collectivity in CAls

CAls open up a distinctive field of expression by organizing ‘loose‘ on the basis of
collectivity in contemporary art. This coexistence, in contrast to the groups organized in
modern art, deals with contemporary art, and is involved in art activities involving
contemporary art openings and criticisms, taking into account the subjective distinctions
of the paradigmatic query, which are far from the effort of forming an artistic trend and

indexed to the profile of the members of the contemporary art.

One of the most important features that distinguishes the contemporary artist initiatives
from the groups that make up the artistic movement is the criticism of the current culture
inherent in art in contemporary art and the formation of the anti-movement art
understanding — although there are those who state that there are movements in
contemporary art, but also the movement of contemporary art from the postmodernity is
thought to be nurtured. It can be assumed to be disassembled- to take part in CAls. In
addition to organizing on a collective basis, these initiatives that bring contemporary art
to the intellectual and practical sphere have a character that allows for individuality even
if it is organized collectively. Initiative ‘members’ who come together with the core
group and non-core group participants that form their CAls through selection on a
project basis without forming a core group, produce their production away from the
phenomenon of institutionalized collectivity. This allows a ‘structure’ to be formed

outside the organized structure, such as civil initiatives, even if it is a core group.

In addition, each component constituting the contemporary art initiative can be a part of
different initiatives, make short-term or long-term productions with different initiatives,
or exist individually within the art institution. The specificity of the production within
the initiative is that, even if the initiative constitutes the entire production of the
initiative, it is the production steps, the way of presentation and how it interacts with the

audience / participant.
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In this context, the initiative member can work both individually and collectively at the
same time. Depending on the artistic production of the member, it is possible to produce
together or together. While each stage of the artistic idea can be developed individually,
it can be presented to the collective discussion, and it may require other members to
share ideas. In addition, through open calls, these productions can expand beyond the

initiative and allow interaction by creating dialogue spatialities.

As a result, society, which is the interlocutor of production, is also included in the
production steps and the expression area of contemporary art is created in a participatory
profile. This field of expression offers the opportunity to create layers of meaning that
include all value judgments, artistic concerns, subjectivities, and specificities of the
subjectivities of institutionalities while involving society. In addition, these practices and
in-house production practices serve to a collective production consciousness, albeit
individually. However, it should be noted that this collective consciousness does not
determine individual consciousness, but it is also important in that it allows it to develop

consciousness in its own subjectivity.

Another approach to individuality is the difference between being an individual artist
and being an artist within the collective, unlike the definition of individuality within the
initiative and with the initiative. In this context, two different artists are depicted. There
are differences and specific situations and conditions between making individual
production and constructing all stages of production through individual mechanisms,
even if it involves social interaction, and thinking together with other variables in
collectivity. One participant on the differentiation of collective production from
individual production said, “We call it work, for example. For example, we do not look
at painting. ”(FRD), while it is possible that subjective decision-making mechanisms are
possible in individual production, it is stated that what is wanted to be revealed in

collective production can be thought as a‘ work ’idea, ie a commodity that can be
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exchanged. Of course, this definition needs to be understood as a whole with the

subjective and specificities of the initiative.

Job definition can be shaped by some initiatives on the concept of ‘work’ as a criticism
of institutionalism in terms of flexibility and mobility rather than‘ work
’conceptualization of contemporary art that evokes institutionalism as a linguistic
expression. This statement is also important in terms of explaining that when production
is carried out on a collective basis, it acts as a planner for the continuity of artistic
production, which provides a sustainability of the initiative by introducing a mechanism
of responsibility and discipline unlike individual production. In this context, each
individual is responsible for the initiative and the individuals who form the initiative
within the collective organization and there is the institutional binding of collective

production.

One difference of the initiatives from individuality in terms of acting and collecting
space in contemporary art collectively can be considered as the realization of the concept
of dialogue with different dimensions and layered. There are differences between the
one-way — in-subject — relationship that individuality enters with the concept of dialogue
and the multidimensional and dimensionality of the conceptualization of dialogue
created within the initiative and maintained within and outside the initiative. A
participant who experiences collective production within the initiative expresses this

difference by emphasizing the institutionality of the initiative as follows:

... There are different aspects of being individual and being collective. ... They have
similar difficulties but similar conveniences, ... let's say, for example, that you start a
process, starting from a problem situation. That problem situation can be a problem
situation for me individually, and | can worry about it and start a process about it. But
when we act collectively, you have to determine the problem situation of this priority,
make a census and create an infrastructure for this. And a little bit more in that sense... a
process where the more dialog process works. At the begining. So if you are very
individual at first, you walk with most of them. That is, dialogs start from a much more
internal process... but a process that is more dialogic in the collective and... there is a
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democracy for fair order. ... First discussion, discussion, discussion is always an
individual... when you enter the process, you may not be able to predict the end of the
process again, but in your mind three or five more may become clearer. But when you
enter a process when you are a collective, you will witness that the process is broken and
changed a thousand times a thousand times (FRD)
Another aspect of being an initiative is that the interaction and dialogue with other
individualities in the initiative can be temporal specific, and that this dialogue that
spreads throughout the process can reshape production each time. In this respect,
production is carried out on a communicative basis that is open to changes and

interventions, rather than a uniform one, thus creating a democratic environment.

This democratization allows for the free inclusion of subjectivities by enabling
discussion grounds, but explores the possibility of side-by-side rather than a hierarchical
basis. This side-by-side or co-production in the initiatives, on the other hand, allows the
formation of democratic grounds for the realization of contemporary art in a more
general sense. This will allow space for the production of a politics that can bring about
a more egalitarian institutionalism and subjective existence. Another aspect of the
development of a concept of dialogue that is different from individuality being collective
can be considered as emphasizing both collectivity and individuality in a collective
production as well as the possibility of reflective and self-reflective processes to develop
different perspectives. In this context, the developed dialogue enables subjectivity and
specific and inclusive productions to be made simultaneously. An respondent embodies

this by saying:

.. exchange ideas on the name in the collective more. So take a common attitude. Of
course, in this common attitude, individual things are put forward... as a result, this
collective is made up of individuals. Even in the problems that he thinks... in the other
[in individuality], daha a job emerges in his own mind or in his own knowledge or from
his own point of view. Here, ... there are many other processes such as a mutual
exchange, thinking, discussion, disagreement, fighting, discouraging or accepting. In this
respect, of course, the result is an art production in both, but I think the processes are
different. (FRD)
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It is important for the realization of politics that the production on a collective basis can
be organized on a dialogue basis and in a democratic way open to individualities. The
fact that man naturally possesses this political character in his production in the context
of being ontologically acting and a political subject and his transference to it may not be
interpreted naturally by the subjects of this field in the context of artistic production. In
this context, the convergence of art and politics can be considered as two contradictory
concepts. While this relationship can be clearly established due to the specific
subjectivity of artist initiatives, there are also constructions in which this connection
cannot be established at all and remain as two different fields. One participant expresses

his / her experience as follows:

... In fact, not as a closed box, art initiatives, that is, every artist that exists within
him/her is actually doing her/his own work individually. In order to be a critical part of
the art initiative, even if the artist is on the individual level... they need to keep this line
it is also about the relationship of initiatives with politics and the artist's relationship
with politics. As I have observed in my... my deneyim experiences, this does not happen
much in this way. (FRD)
In Ankara, artist initiatives are structured as those who articulate the relationship of
politics with art in an open and indirect manner and initiatives that do not have any
relation with politics. The relationship between art and politics should be designed not as
two sterile fields, but as fields where both nurture each other and form a dialogue. The
basis of this argument is possible because the artistic production of human beings is
related to the ontological being of a political individual. Even in street art, which is one
of the production areas where this connection can be observed most concretely, there are
initiative participants and productions where this relationship cannot be established.
Although this is largely related to the structuring of the initiative, the specificities of
subjectivities and artistic production can be observed as important factors determining

the process. One participant expressed that this relationship is not a natural one:

The thoughts in my head, are different things | want to do. But the things | do on the
street are different. It's not political. it's nothing but street ... Something that people can
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see. and not halls.. ., not galleries, but something that people on the street can see. but it
wasn't what we did because people on the street would see it. Let's do that, people see
what you say is always on the street or... even if it's political, it's always on the street.

(FRD)
In the spatial context, the difference between collective production and individual
production in the public sphere can also lead to differences in the relationship with the
political. Not being politically individual and emphasizing this in collective production
in the public sphere makes us think that there is a discrepancy in the production of art. In
addition, as can be observed in the majority of these collectives, it can be said that as a
result of the narrow perception of the conceptualization and practical application of the
conceptualization of being political, it is avoided from being political. This, of course,
needs to be understood in the specificity, diversity and locality of the art initiative.
Criticism and political character in initiatives, local contexts, relations and supports with
state-capital-civil society-like institutions; comprehensible. One participant describes the
locality of this multiple position of the initiative and the relationship it enters with

politics:

... If the initiative was established by considering... an interference with both the art and
the political field... very closely related to how the initiative was established then of
course you would expect them to continue. Or you can expect that in relation to what
they highlight in the manifesto. But as a result, this is also related to the difficulties of
running the initiative, ie initiatives in cultural politics in Europe giving grants both from
organizations and from the municipality and from the state, which greatly increases their
chances of criticizing independently. Now, when he does that, of course, it's not about
the individual stance of the artist, but it's something that changes the discourse of the
initiative. In Turkey, it is very difficult to occur. So if we go back again, this time the
artists who form the initiative approach to politics, how they approach the market
relation to the market relation within the art field directly affect the initiative in how they
approach these fields. ... We accept each project over and over again by taking the same
questions back to our agenda and questioning them again and again by asking them for
each project veya or trying to share. It is important that they rethink it on a per project
basis, even if at least nothing changes (FRD)

Turkey special in the artists' relationship has entered initiative of the social institution

compared to other localities and globalization, political in which it conjuncture, the
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increase being able to criticize it as connected with economic and historically specific

condition or decrease is concerned.

Economically supported initiatives can broaden the scale of their production, increase
their ties with the global and different localities, and thus become an organism that can
accommodate many critics. A binding condition of such collaborations and artistic
productions is historically related to the increasing visibility of initiatives in the field of
art. It appears that the initiative of Turkey and proliferate in the 1990s, considered as a
political conjuncture with the visibility that initiative. In this context, the increase in the
production practices of different initiatives can be blamed on the prevalence of the
tendency to turn towards collaboration and dialogue among artist initiatives. However, it
can be said that the economy is fundamentally binding on the individual and collective
production of the artist. The desire to be visible in the initiatives is also closely related to
their relationship with the economy. A responder calling the initiatives “non-profit group
communities ”(FRD) expresses the relationship between economy and art initiatives in

the following way:

... You can produce on your own..., you can try to be an artist by standing alone... you
can try to stand by creating a collective. Of course there are differences. When you set
out as a solo artist, you have to struggle with many things. At the same time, the
business is involved in something or something, so the initiatives are obviously not too
much for sale. It's more... sharing ideas. Our aims to establish a dialogue between each
other, our formation was obviously so. ... Our production... that is, Let us criticize each
other and move to somewhere, both in the artistic dimension and on the basis of ideas.
But let's just say it's too much for the market. So it doesn't matter if it gets shining or not.
so what a beautiful thing after all. (FRD)

An important difference between being an initiative and being an individual is being
seen as instrumentalizing the initiative environment as a catalyst / carrier step, providing
the visibility of the artists on an individual and collective basis and ultimately enabling
them to find a place in the art market.
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Although this attitude is seen in many initiatives in the local area of Ankara, it is
desirable to be involved in the market mechanisms of such institutionalism and to gain
an economic and status gain even if it is thought that it is important to criticize the
institutionalization and organization of capitalist contemporary art. This data shows that
the power to change the organization forms of contemporary art expected from artist
initiatives, and the ability to dampen the hegemony of capitalist contemporary art by
creating a new aesthetic, artistic and political perception and practice, has not yet

emerged. It can even be said that many initiatives are not even aware of this power.

The possibility of contemporary art to produce critical knowledge of the art initiatives of
the capitalist art organization needs to establish a relationship with the position and
position of CAls in contemporary art and their political and political knowledge and
existence of themselves —ontological and epistemological, and write their own reality.
This is also the product of a collective effort, but it is a knowledge and politics that does

not ignore individualities and differences.

In the initiative, the formation of knowledge and politics due to the dialogue between
collective subjects makes it possible to create a dialogue between both local and
universal by breaking down the dichotomy between the local and the universal and to
bring the local and universal culture to the productions. These collective productions,
which bear the traces of locality and universality, also provide a critical projection for
the strengthening of politics. In a responder that since Turkey Anatolian tradition of
collective production in the local language (symbolic) and that the transfer and sensual

as it is reflected in the current collective production is expressed as follows:

Strength comes from unity... so you know this is a very important proverb. When it's
collective, of course, something very important isn't actually the local thing in our
tradition? ... Or rather something in our culture, and ve we can see that they are more
universal, but not all. (FRD)
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In this context, although there are different realities embedded in specific and different
situations and conditions between collective production and individual production, it can
be mentioned that the fields where they intersect and establish a dialogue can also occur
within the initiatives. In the initiatives where individuality and collectivity intersect, the
aim of being an initiative and the creation of layered query areas within the initiative
contribute to the collective while also supporting individualities. The participants

expressed the following:

They do this to get rid of individuality as much as possible. In other words, the idea of
individuality, being an individual and being different from other individuals is a modern
discourse. Individual, difference. Signature. You know, for me ’or something. However,
there is no signature in the collectivities. Sometimes we don't even know their names.
We know the name of the collective. Should we say more communal? More anarchist.
(FRD)

The number of disciplines that you will become competent individually is certain. But he
will never have that power and skill to create when ten artists come together, once a
single person. This is more visible in interdisciplinary arts, but there is specialization;
like cinema theater. The combination of all the differences in CAls is also transformed
into an artistic product under the direction of a group of artists consisting of several
people. In that sense, | think collective production initiatives are very developer for the
artist in this sense. That is, he does not have to take part in an art initiative for a lifetime,
but when he starts to produce from his own workshop and his own shell with other
artists, even for a very short time, his perspective changes. And | think it has a big
impact on the audience. So seeing a person's products is a separate thing. You connect
with one person, you enter the world of that artist. and you're going into a world where
several artists come together, so they're two very different things. (FRD)

One participant, who states that there is no obligation to take initiative in contemporary

art, is guided by the power relations in the field of art.

Turkey already has something to do little mediatic and money that have a say in how
the Who art: Well, after doing solid work behold 'I' an artist can tell, does not have to
necessarily initiatives that can be individual, more unfortunately, is going individual,
but initiatives may also be that | believe because of one person, from one perspective,
or from the perspective of five or six people in the initiative, think more people and
more eyes. More knowledge. So you can have more of your critical side. So when
you look at an event as a whole, you can pull that ego a little further back and see
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something more realistic. So | wish | could have a say for the Turkish art I'm not very
hopeful for now. (FRD)

The interconnected relationship of contemporary art with the economy and power can
cause CAls to question their own existence. However, the method that can eliminate the
capitalist fragilities is the creation of power through the organization of art.

5.3.4. Unity in CAls

The emergence of CAls on the basis of collectivity in contemporary art is different from
the production of contemporary art on individual grounds. The emergence on a
collective basis allows the discussion and realization of contemporary art on a more
sharing, participatory, democratic basis (either institutionally or non-institutionally, in
relation to activities and in similar relations), while it provides the possibility of
criticism or rejection of the capitalist liberal discourse on individuality. How these
associations are formed in contemporary art and their motivation for emergence differ
due to the specific development of each initiative. Even if each of them is
conceptualized on the basis of theoretical knowledge as a contemporary art initiative,
considering these different specific conditions separately appears to be important for the

richness of expression of the initiatives.

There are different subjective and specific conditions between the motivation of the
people who form the initiative to participate in the initiative as well as the differences
between the collectives of each other and the establishment of initiatives together. These
specific conditions can be shared between the initiative participants depending on the
situation and the situation. But this partnership is also contingent and buried. Since CAls
are predominantly organized in an anti-institutional character, each participant
constitutes the initiative, acting with the freedom and flexibility to end artistic
production and sharing in the initiative. In this context, the motivation to participate is

not constant and unchangeable, from the stage of installation to the moment of departure
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from the initiative, but can be transformed and transformable and formable for

interaction.

In this sense, manifestos or texts of purpose of establishment, which can be created by
some initiatives at the stages of establishment, should not be considered as final texts,
but have a characteristic that can be changed and transformed. In addition to separation
and breaks in the initiatives, new participants can participate in the initiative in a semi-
free manner with their own motivation. As a subjective participant, the initiative can
work based on the collective perception of the initiative, while some initiatives are fully
flexible, suggesting that participants may be involved in any kind of subjective
motivation of participation, whether or not they are consistent with the overall

perception of the initiative.

This is related to how initiatives look at institutionalism. If the initiative is more prone to
institutionalization, the group's organizational motivation, while identifying participants
and acting semi-flexibly, allows initiatives that refuse institutionalization, while not
delimiting the boundaries of the initiative, but allowing the distribution of production to
dissipate in a very flexible manner. However, both cases are participatory and sharing.
In this context, while enabling the knowledge and participation of differences and
making room for these subjectivities in the formation of the knowledge of the initiative,
it is important in the context of organizing production in a political sense democratically
and developing a different consciousness. Knowledge production and political
organizations of different CAls are related to the specific conditions in which they come
together. One participant shares the following knowledge: “The initiative, comes
together with the desire to do something together. I mean, first, you don't think about
your place in art or your place in society. You think about it later, of course it stays with
her” (FRD).
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While CAls are organized in the field of art on the basis of knowledge and politics, it is
important that this organization includes society and contribute to art, opening a
different field of expression, discussion and change in art. However, the situation that
the participant states is important in the context of the fact that the organization does not
evaluate the content it is embedded into at the first moment. In this respect, the
motivation of the organization is shaped in an individual or initiative-specific manner
and away from the subjective and institutional determinations of society and art. Society
and art can be described as secondary institutions that direct or influence the formation
of the initiative. In this context, it is not organized naturally with society, but is
organized on the basis of existence in art through a subjective initiative. This situation
may be in parallel with the way in which the artist individual is a different individual in
the idea of modernity, in terms of organizing and making sense of the production of the
artist, organizing the art in the initiatives. The artist as a subject in the idea of modernity
could not be analyzed in the category of individual, which is the unit of analysis of
modernity, since it is a subject that cannot be explained institutionally. In this context,
the artist is seen as a different and unintelligible individual. In the initiatives, the fact
that the social connection of the organization is done without being established arises
from the fact that the artist, who is a different individual, is still organizing on the basis
of this difference. There is also the effect of approaching contemporary art with the
perception and practice of modern art from an artistic point of view. On the basis of
contemporary art's criticism or rejection of modern art, the artist subject differs from
other individuals in terms of being within the components of art and in the association of
art with life, within the art institution. However, the situation mentioned here is
paradoxical to contemporary art in that it breaks its connection with society in its

establishment.

CAls contribute not only to the formation of artists, but also to some other initiatives
that contribute to contemporary art as a group of participants from different disciplines.

Interdisciplinary formations open up multi-layered areas of inquiry in the context of
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different disciplines bringing their knowledge and politics knowledge into the initiative
environment and opening and relating them. In addition, each discipline has its own
methodological and epistemological approaches in this field, where production is
diversified, expanding its boundaries by interacting intersectively. Dialogue between
disciplines, complementary or critically, is important in terms of demonstrating that a
connection can be established between each by criticizing the individual categorization
of knowledge sets in the context of orthodox modernity. The contribution of different
sets of knowledge also enables the diversification and proliferation of artistic material,
the diversification and proliferation of the subjects to be covered in the arts, while
enhancing and improving the politics area of the initiative in contributing to the use of
time and resources economically by the expert who is specialized on the subject. One

participant states the importance of being collective:

...the fact that it is a collective thing and a combination of power, in quotes, sometimes
it can be in any field of work, whether in the personal sense of solo work or in producing
something, but you do not always dominate every subject, especially in the field of art,
that is, the branches of the subject you are interested in. close, similar, parallel you
cannot dominate and you need to produce something and | need it. | think that the
initiative here is a very powerful and very logical movement, an act, an act when it is
gathered for this purpose. If it goes in this direction, especially in art, there is also such a
systematic and technical part of the work, there are many gains; It's like you're gaining
time, you're gaining in terms of diversity of ideas, it's like you're gaining in terms of
material diversity. For example, if | give an example from my own group, the group I'm
involved in or the groups | know and know, this is the case for us. There is a distribution
of tasks, there are things that everyone understands a little more, and when they all come
together, it's like a very, very classic example, but like the engine, you know? (FRD)

The division of labor and the interdisciplinary collective positions of the initiative
participants increase the political power of the initiative, while enabling participants to
train each other through interaction. Participants who have specific knowledge of the
sub-disciplines in initiative formations enrich the collective growth of knowledge and
the epistemological field on a horizontal and vertical basis by providing resources to
other participants in these fields and sharing their knowledge with them. This enables

participants to learn about new areas and make their production qualified.
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5.3.5. Ankara CAls: Spatial-Specific Initiative

The understanding of the social and physical space of artist initiatives and their relations
with it should be considered together with the specific characteristics and artistic
activities of the initiative. While some of these initiatives are physically established in
the context of space, it contributes to contemporary art by creating layered spaces and
creating contexts in relation to society. In this sense, it is possible to create social spaces
with the creation of space from a physical point of view. Initiatives that are not
physically organized in space but make connections with social activities can create both
temporary spaces and temporary and permanent societies with different empirical and
site-specific creations. This multi-layered understanding of physical and social space and
artistic practice, situational, contingent, condition-dependent static-response-oriented,
random and reflective yf can develop. CAls can also be established physically in the
context of having a say / taking initiative in the urban space. They can play an active
role in making artistic decisions about the city with the state and capital group and
similar power centers in the city by referring to having the right to have a civilian voice

in the physical space as the purpose of establishment.

On a spatial basis, the urban space of Ankara (considering that the contemporary art
activities are organized in terms of intensity) also creates a spatial environment for the
CAls in the context of art activities. In addition to the initiatives related to the space
physically and socially and as an activity, there are initiatives that problematize the
urban space and arise for this purpose. As the capital of Ankara, the modern artistic
approach developed by the cultural institutions (education institutions as well as art
institutions), which has been promoted by the state structuring in the city space, has
taken over the artistic patronage of the post-1980 capital, and led the management of
contemporary art together with big cities such as Istanbul. As a result of the activation of
large-scale activities such as galleries, fairs and special artistic initiatives in the field of

contemporary art, and continues to create the local art context of Ankara. In addition to
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these initiatives and organizations, Ankara CAls have created another space for reading
and action to the canonized art expression and activity by creating different spatialities

of art.

The fact that their CAls are critical to mainstream contemporary art in general and that
they show the possibility of practicing contemporary art by emphasizing the difference
from mainstreaming themselves and creating different fields of expression can show the
different artistic labor processes and flexible structuring on a collective basis by

breaking the linear expression and practical application of contemporary art.

In the context of locality, the historicalities of the initiatives that produce on a collective
basis in Ankara also play an important role in the comprehension of contemporary art
and the moment. One participant talks about Ankara's introduction to CAIs in a

historical specific context:

In particular, one thousand nine hundred and eighty in the next process when we look at
the art scene in Turkey, Istanbul There are a number of artists' initiatives in Ankara and
Istanbul to be a priority. These artist initiatives actually take place in two ways, the first
of which they continue as a group and open an exhibition, or the group-core group
protects itself. Generation of artists in the concept of young artists we invite artists and
exhibitions. Now in Ankara, the international plastic arts association had exhibitions for
a time as a young influence. It was organized in the center of contemporary arts. These
exhibitions were held at that time under the leadership of Bedri Baykam, Hiisamettin
Kogan and Tansel Tiirkdogan, and it was quite good.... exhibitions held at the end of the
nineties (FRD)

In the spatial context, the CAls established in Ankara, as the participant pointed out, art
initiatives in the sense of generations between the 1980s and 1990s, and the concept of
young artists, which were established after the 2000s and which were mainly described
as 'young artists', have different meanings. It is seen that there are groups of artists who

work with different tools and artistic perspectives and who make — time-specific —

production.
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While it can be observed that there are groups of founding ‘members’ similar to the core
or core formation established before and after 2000 in Ankara, especially after 2000, the
core group approach has decreased even more and more flexible structures define this
area. The difference in the pre-2000 and post-2000 organizational forms of Ankara CAls
Is also closely related to the effect of transforming the way it reads the postmodern
paradigm in relation to the overall CAls in relation to artistic practice. From the CAls
established in Ankara, especially after the art initiatives established after 2000, they are
closer to postmodern paradigmatic readings and they do artistic works with postmodern
concepts. There is a complexity in the sense that they use each paradigmatic view in an

eclectic manner.

In terms of production, the artistic activities of the art initiatives that were established
historically first and then established maintain their continuity. That is, while various
partnerships and old and new initiatives have the chance to work together- and
occasionally by including individual artists in the project - a pure initiative can produce
in the field of contemporary art in Ankara. When we consider the relationship between
art and capital as an art-money / budget relation, we can say that these art activities are

‘even’ important relationships on the basis of the realization of art.

In general, these 'self-organized' initiatives against the capitalist institutionalization of
art are self-sustaining in terms of art-budget and their sustainability with the specificity
of their subjectivity, that is, in a context of their own need, and that the relationship
between money and capital and art is minimal. While it is expected, the relationship
between the art field and the money in which the CAls operate on the basis of neo-
liberal capitalist society organization, that is, a cooperation between the budget providers
and the CAls is observed.

Considering that NGOs are outside the state and capital, it can be considered that among

these three institutions, NGOs should be the most important material and moral
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supporters of the CAls, which can be considered as a kind of civil initiative. Even if
there is a project to be carried out with these CAls, it is clear that the relationship
between art and money is also a critical situation in the relationship with NGOs. The
same participant shares the following details about the relationship between art and
money: “Already [the exhibition] took place one to three. After that, it was interrupted

because of the organization of an exhibition, which is based on a certain budget” (FRD).

The existence of CAls in the field of contemporary art differs on the basis of self-
organized activities with external institutions - for example, more and more extensive
work can be done with more budgets, while less and limited work is produced with less
and limited work with autonomous budgets. It can be said that they have specificity and

specificity directly and indirectly on the basis of their relationship with money.

All CAls in Ankara differ in terms of their relationship with money / capital. This is
directly related to how the members who make up the CAI define the CAI. There are
discrepancies between initiatives that criticize on the basis of the capitalist organization
of contemporary art on a radical basis, and initiatives whose political emphasis is poor
and whose aim is to art simply. Of course, the position and meaning of the relationship

between art and politics is decisive here.

Given the relationship between feminist knowledge and politics, which is the
proposition of the FST, the relationship between art feminist knowledge and art and
feminist politics is considered in terms of their CAls. The activities of the CAls, which
make this query more consistent, include insights and narratives closer to the social
reality in which they are located. This is partly because the knowledge is partial.
Therefore, due to the partial social reality, the artistic narratives of the initiatives that can
make the knowledge-politics question better can be positioned closest to the partiality of

reality.
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The autonomy of the initiatives in Ankara is important to understand the way they are
organized and their activities, and to understand the relationships with other institutions
and the more generally social ones. In other words, the knowledge and politics of
Ankara CAls require a feminist position to be grasped by their perspectives on the
specificity of their subjectivity.

In this context, how the first initiative established in Ankara affects temporarily the later
established initiatives and their experiences in a historical-specific context gives
important clues about the general and subjective epistemology and partly ontology of the
CAls formed in Ankara. One participant expresses his / her experience in this way:

...continued with the rest. So they started doing small and small activities. For a long
time, of course they did nothing. They waited for such a. Maybe the process required
him. But if we're going to take the Hangar first, we need to address the Hangar in
Ankara. People who set an example for us when we were students. (FRD)

The formation of CAls can be a process that develops through interaction and dialogue
with each other, and can be established as an autonomous area at the beginning with
different artistic and social concerns. However, in the context of Ankara, in the process
until the 2000s, groups were established with a tradition of student / breeding. Of course,
each initiative has its own autonomy, even if it is an interaction. Each initiative, like the
first temporally established initiative in Ankara, also interacts with subsequent initiatives
and develops a dialogue with contemporary art in total and within the initiatives.
However, it is important that the initiatives established reflect the social on the basis of
revealing the richness of their subjectivity and specificity and creating different forms of
artistic expression. In addition, the relationship between education (not only academic
but all forms of education) and CAIl can be said to be an effective relationship in a
certain period of time until the 2000s after the start of CAls in Ankara. The flexible
organization and artistic practices of the CAls, which are mostly based on

anonymization, can be concealed despite the practice and diffusion of contemporary art,
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which is predominantly mainstreamed and institutionalized, and even its members can

be concealed.

Even written, visual and auditory accumulation, which is mostly based on their general
and original subjectivity, has some limitations in explaining them. In this context, one
participant voiced by six groups of Ankara's first initiative to ensure that this hangar was
established in Istanbul, including initiatives established historically before the
Community Description Art (Sanat Tanimi Toplulugu) and a 'initiative with its
description as' in Turkey it constitutes an exceptional case about the beginning of the
initiatives established. A participant critical of the specificity of this initiative and the

example of Ankara as the first initiative shares the following knowledge:

The group of six, for example, is one of the first initiatives | think. And they are all
female artists... over fifty years of age. Some... sarcastic, but there are also academia.
These are the artists that Kayhan Keskinok really supports.... I think they are one of the
first initiatives... they have been exhibiting since the nineties.... it's a beautiful group,
and I think one of them... has passed away, and | know they've joined together to
exhibit on his behalf.... A group of six reunited in eight. and the Turkish American
Association’s painting studio. They are in the age group of more than fifty-sixty and
eighty-fifty and sixty-one. We call it a group but they are on the initiative of today
because at one time he started to work at the Turkish American Association, as | said,
some of the artists are mocked and some of them are educated. (FRD)
The fact that the Altilar Group (Goren, 1998, p.21 cited in Bek, 2007), which was stated
to be established in the 1970s, was dated by the participant in 1968 creates a
contradiction in the formation of certain knowledge regarding the year of establishment
of the group. However, as stated by the participant, if the Altilar group is considered as a
contemporary art initiative, there is almost no initiative in determining the beginning of
the initiatives of Ankara groups and associations established in the 1970s in Ankara
locality before the Hangar initiative in the knowledge set and knowledge set about
Ankara's CAls. In this sense, there are gaps in the knowledge set of the initiatives, or

they are ignored in the knowledge set up.
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Here, due to the limited access to knowledge in the field, insufficient knowledge about
the field, and the relationship between the artists expressed by some of the participants,
the effect of some artists not being involved in the narratives may be affected. This
situation also shows important results both in terms of the position of the female artist in
the society and the position of her knowledge and activities in the relationship with the
society. The ‘inadequate’ visibility of the female artist's knowledge and activity in the
field is rendered systematically invisible at the macro and micro levels. Therefore the
beginning of local initiatives in Turkey and Ankara, are shaped out of the mainstream
knowledge into circulation and most of this potential onset of sharp placelessness also be

ignored.

Even if there are divisions in the group, the remaining group members can move from
where they left off and move in the freedom of adding. Production does not depend on
strict conditions. There is a chance to adopt flexible production and to make the
productions when they want / feel ready, to perform small, frequent, small and large

sizes.

5.3.6. Innovation in Initiatives

Another aspect of the critique of the idea of innovation is that, as thought, the forms of
expression are not at all new. Turkey's private and is considered to be innovation in
contemporary art in the local Ankara numerous activities stated that earlier similar or
different forms made, can be considered a part of the innovation of specific local

experience but is transferred in general is not easy to date to speak of a novelty.

Our actions have already been done. Oh, maybe we can call it local. Not all billboards. An
innovative situation for them may be said. But in general, what we did was already done
in the world. There is such a thing as street art. Even though we don't call ourselves street
artists, there is such a thing as street art (FRD)
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Initiatives in Ankara regard the concept of innovation as positive or negative in terms of
their position on the basis of politics and knowledge. Contemporary art, while staying
close to the concept of innovation, triggers the liberation in the context of different
experiences and boundary experiences in the initiatives, and can connect the concept of
innovation to the instrumentalization of capitalism with its forms of institutionalization

and discourse in relation to capitalist political economy.

From this point of view, when the concept of innovation can be put into action with the
combination of counter-culture and feminist critical knowledge and politics formed with
a consciousness that can be developed against capitalization, it can help to transform the
initiatives from the formation of their activities to the micro level transformative and

distinctive character of the initiative. The views of a participant are as follows:

... Art is a field that should be free and I think it will be to its advantage if there are
many different alternatives. The initiative also has a new innovation, discovering already
in the soul. Of course, it depends on the ideology of the initiative. One of the important
gains of being collectivity in contemporary art is the formation and strengthening of the
production and reproduction of the artist / art laborer from the power relations that
continue within the ‘institutionalization of contemporary art (FRD)
CAls are the major actors in contemporary art that create new problems, create new
fields of expression and different forms of communication and association. New
questions that CAls dare to ask raise the awareness and development of contemporary
art while criticizing the traditional questioning and practice of contemporary art.
Through the experimental features of contemporary art, it discovers new encounters and
intersections and reveals the authenticity of the specificities on the positional basis.
These experiments and new interrogations and practices create subjective conditions in
terms of innovations not only on the basis of ideas but also in terms of material,
location and context, and reveal the difference of CAls in contemporary art. On the
basis of an initiative, a participatory innovation in contemporary art traditionally

practiced in Ankara expresses the activity they bring:
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For years, there has not been an exhibition in Ankara that has been working with women
only. Okay, it can be individual or something, but the exhibition with 86 people seems to
me to be something innovative. We brought together women working in different
disciplines (FRD)
Innovation is realized on the basis of initiative not only through a single channel, but
also through the intersection of different topics and queries. As the participant
mentioned, it is important that the three interrogative areas, such as feminine identity,
interdisciplinary position and inclusiveness, be opened in an initiative-based
environment and connected in a discursive manner, in order to initiate the formation of

an activity that has not been based on Ankara in traditional art to date.

This innovation and initiative can include initiatives from the establishment stages to their
activities, their view of artistic material and forms of expression. In this respect, the
difference of initiatives can also be considered as an innovation. While the conceptual
meaning of innovativeness differs according to initiatives, it also creates subjective
innovations in the forms of relations that the initiative establishes with the state, capital
and civil society. A participant expressed the following opinion with the demand that the
problematic addressed by the initiative should be supported by the institutions with new
approaches, and the demand for the continuation of new support and approaches in order
to make the new problems occurring and noticed in life visible: “The initiative must be
open. A different approach to different events. Everybody should have a problem with
themselves. We should act together with civil society to oppose what concerns us all. So

we innovate. As you experience it, you renew yourself. ” (FRD)

Some of the anti-institutional initiatives think that they should be in a certain
consciousness when dealing with institutions, as well as that there should be no
relationship with repressive state and capital groups. This approach is also related to the
purpose of establishing the initiative. Spatially, initiatives that focus more on artistic

activity in the public sphere may think that new collaborations should be established for
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support, but this is demanded from collaborations that recognize the originality of the
initiative and are expected to be sensitive to it. These collaborations and new problems
allow the initiators, and therefore the initiative, to question and establish itself again
ontologically. This allows the initiative to evolve from uniform and institutionalized and

to develop different tactics, different approaches and new perspectives.

The fact that the main focusing initiatives reflect a current problem to artistic activity is
related to the idea as well as being related to the artistic style. The interdisciplinary
position seems to be critical in terms of introducing new areas of expression and artistic
materials, as well as introducing new ways of thinking and methods. This can be thought
of as a resource that feeds both initiative collectively and individual initiative
participants. The renewal of self and initiative as a living organism can be an important
source of motivation for contemporary art to open new and anti-capitalist channels.
Contrary to the fact that the initiatives are thought to have an ideologically stable art
production practice for the purpose of establishment, a participant declares:

So even though it may seem uniform, it's actually new. If | could produce a job right now, it's
what | see today. Something I'm really worried about today. | reflect it. Of course, everyone
reflects this in different disciplines. But innovation is not about this style, but being innovative

as an idea. You have to renew yourself (FRD)

The meaning of innovation in initiatives requires that the initiative be understood both in
contemporary art and with spatial specificity between initiatives. Innovation can be
evaluated positively in terms of creating constructive formations that can destroy

institutionalism and enriching the inquiry in order to open new channels of activity.
Innovation, as an ideal suggested and supported by neoliberal policies, can have a
widespread impact on societies within the popular culture due to the desire to destroy the

old and make room for the new. In this respect, the effect of the ideological connections
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established by the concept of innovation on the contexts should be considered. An

initiative member shares this opinion:

How you see it depends on how you read it. Say something new. No such thing. They're
always populist movements. What is populism like? So this is something that happens
everywhere the word pop. The most populist movement is community houses. Look at
their banners. Look at their banners since 2000 (FRD).

In addition to being identified with populist attitudes, the concept of innovation appears
to be a concept that must be considered and criticized historically through the way that
the development of the initiative relates to the concept of innovation. The fact that the
initiatives are constantly aimed at the new in terms of production and ideas can lead to
the emptying of the position that the initiative can take on the basis of knowledge and
politics in contemporary art, distorting the ‘aim in of the initiative and causing the
disconnection of the initiative with its reality. The historical changes of the initiatives,
the activities they have formed in relation to the historical original conditions and
realities of their activities, besides showing the material conditions entered through
innovation, may make it necessary to consider the historical development and
projections of the problematic discussed. The risk of detachment from its historical
content can lead to the ‘reification in of the matter, and the transformation of it into an
easily consumable capitalist commodity. The problematic, whose historical specific
contexts can be demonstrated, can contribute to the way in which the initiative is
associated with the realities embedded in the society, and to the foundation of the anti-

capitalist politics and the knowledge that can be produced.
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5.3.7. Artist in CAls

Contemporary artist initiatives are distinguished from artists who make individual
contemporary art because they are formed through collectivity in contemporary art. There
may be collective labor production within the initiative. On the initiative basis, individual
and collective production is spread and shared. In the face of institutionalization of
capitalist contemporary art, one participant expresses the importance of artists' being
collective and organizing and taking initiative: “Housewives should also be organized,;
The organization of artists is of such a value that... art is currently oppressed in this
country: from that point of view... it is highly important that artists are organized.”

(FRD)

Turkey is located specifically in the AKP political era art on the basis of
conservatism, combines with Islam to politics of the neo-liberal policies, ethnic its
liberating power of contemporary art, identity, and the like based on the policies and
sanctions to remedy said to take control of the printing. On the other hand, capital
states that it supports the freedom of contemporary art in a limited way only by
creating so-called freedom platforms on the basis of neo-liberal policies, but it acts
together with conservative political state policies. For this reason, artist organizations
can open up areas of expression as potential eyes that can be transformative actors of
the oppressive art environment, and can spread radical criticisms not only locally but
globally. While these organizations may be anarchic, nomadic, temporary and radical
organizations, they may exist as collective and more institutional and critical
organizations compared to the previous ones. In this context, they value individuality

as well as collective action.

CAls, which emphasize the individual as well as collectivity due to their criticism or
rejection of modernity theory, create platforms and interactions that enable mechanisms

to support the production of the individual. The initiative environment, in which
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collective and individual production has the opportunity to engage in dialogue, is also a
response to the duality of ‘art is for the sake of art’ and ‘art is for the sake of society’.
The collective initiative environment is sensitive to the social in terms of allowing
interactions and inviting society to artistic production, education and interaction.
However, it also creates autonomous spaces in terms of making room for the individual
(artist, audience-participant and the like). Members of Ankara artist initiatives take
different positions on this subject. However, although included in the initiative, the
following statements that individuality was emphasized were shared in the interviews:
“We think more individually. Even if we take the initiative. First they establish
themselves as individuals. Common interests had to come together. If we do not make
effort, if we do less, it is our fault or our power. (FRD)”, “I never did. As a result, when
a work is mentioned, it is asked who made the work, who is the author, or who is the
painter. In the end, after we die, there will be artifacts, but they must be good for your
name to continue. (FRD)”, “Art is something for the artist. Art is not made for society,
or for anything else.” (FRD).

The understanding of modernist tradition and art in the way artists work can emerge as
an ongoing trend, even in their CAls. Coexistence or side-by-side appears to be an effort
away from forming an initiative. Context based on politics and knowledge, which
includes differences rather than benefit-based or non-benefit, can allow the initiative to

loosely organize and develop self-awareness and action.

Since the initiatives are political organizations, they have the capacity to criticize artistic
interventions and social issues. Since they are important actors of social opposition, they
should be organized so as to be neutral with a closed understanding of art and to avoid
social responsibility, which is also called making art for art. Few number of initiatives of
Ankara art initiatives take risks to realize this activity. It would be more meaningful to
produce works at the intersection of contexts and interactions on the basis of

interdisciplinary and dialogue rather than at the level of practice of artistic education.
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Ankara art initiatives are limited in the realization of intersections, and they cannot
provide the expected level of connections in the global and inter-personal relations due

to subjective or different structural reasons.

The ideological and hegemonic formation of art history in the expression of capitalist
contemporary art distorts the history of art by reducing it to the smallest parts by
abstracting the relations and contexts of art by reducing it to names or works. The
narrative of art, which is detached from its social context, neutralizes the position and
criticism of the opposing identities in art history in a way that does not pose a risk to
capitalism, while conveying the message that artists should come to the forefront with

their works or works and ideologically including artists.

The opposing identities or organizations that are consciously forgotten or ignored in the
art literature are not included in the capitalist contemporary art narratives because they
may have power centers that can change the art history writing and the art institution.
Individuals or groupings that are constantly repeated in the expression of art and
constitute a structural standard are at risk of being exploited and detached from the
context by capitalist contemporary art.

There is no consistency in the context of Ankara between the texts that the CAI
‘introduces’ themselves in the field of art-or unstructured manifestos ile and political
opposition. Many of these initiatives are unable to realize the radical-politics they
envisage and believe they will do. Those who have the purpose of realization are
subjectively to emulate bourgeois culture. The presence of members of the initiative who
define themselves as lumpen and anarchist but strive to make radical activist art reveals
the contradictory position that the initiative enters collectively and with the subjectivities
of the individuals who make up it. Even self-reflective positions of individuals are
contradictory. In this context, it is clear that they experience epistemological

deficiencies, distortions or inaccuracies about conceptualizations.
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Unlike the perception of individual artists emphasized by postmodernity, the
predominance of individuality is a tendency arising from the concept of culture in
modern artist and modern art, but it is also related to the purpose of forming art
initiatives. Individuals who form the initiative create subjective spaces differently from
each other and share this partially in collective production. A participant questioning
the independence and subjective areas of artists, including initiatives, shared the
following ideas: “I never believed in being independent or being involved in the system.
So we're not consulting anyone. In other words, | think that we are free, more spacious
in ourselves while producing work. In general life, I don't believe in the freedom of
anything” (FRD).

Interpretation of the knowledge and politics of the initiative with an autonomous and
closed initiative approach shows that the formation of initiative, the transformative
power of the system and the political power of the individuals that make it up, are also
denied and approached with a closed and insurmountable perception of capitalism.
Liberal postmodern literature, one of the intimidating agents of capitalism, focuses on a
system understanding that dissolves the oppositions of individuals and collectives rather
than focusing on the fragile soft stomach of the system and tries to dampen social
opposition. However, the specificities of the subjectivities of each individual include
their capacity to intervene and transform social change as an actor. A participant who
discovers his own subjectivity at both the individual and initiative level makes the
following subjective sharing: “Being able to do what you think means having confidence in it.
I mean, it's high in terms of liberating yourself. Then | wasn't so brave. Enough to do what |
think” (FRD).

A participant who is not a member of the initiative but who is knowledgeable about the
initiatives wants to think of the environment as a side-by-side organization as a side-by-
side, as well as having a relationship with the capitalist market despite his contacts with

the initiative members. This shows how fragile the art environment is about the capitalist
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market and is open to the direction or influence of capital.

I'm not on the market. | don't have a market. 1 do not know if | would have established
the right relations with the market or if | had been there in Istanbul from the beginning.
It's a bit of luck. But don't we have artists who grew up in Ankara and opened up to the
world? There is. (FRD)
The existence and training of artists whose primary purpose is to accumulate sales or
symbolic capital - recognition, reveals the ideological organization of the field of art. In
this context, educators, individual artists and collectivism are openly involved in this
ideological direction and are not even aware of the effect of this ideological direction. A
participant in the ideological orientation of contemporary art, in order to make a
connection with the theory, quotes Baudrillard in particular that the production of the
artist and the self-experience of the individual can be guided: “Baudrillard mentions that
in the past there was feeling and feeling and feeling in the face of art. Today's
contemporary art balloon called seduction and seduction. It's a matter of selling colors,
extreme gigantic installations, or overly small things incessantly a deviation and excess.
Now, the affect is reduced” (FRD).

The ideological orientation of contemporary art, coupled with technology, creates
spatialities and temporalities that need to be read critically. This situation is also related
to the educational dimension. Production and experience realized with the use of
technology and the natural relationship and experience that man enters in his own
production are realized as different niche productions. The contradictory conditions that
capitalist technological development can create about the capacity and subjective
experience of mass human labor can lead to its inability to use its capacity in a desirable
way with social responsibility and consciousness. When the dimension of education is
added to this situation, not all artists will develop themselves as an experience and the
artist will not be able to use the ability of opposition that he can develop through the
awareness and critical eye of the artist. a participant on the artistic educational approach

can be extended also to Turkey and Ankara on local shares this view: “The emotions you
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are experiencing one by one [through the Internet] are always more robust. Teachers are
also missing, or many universities are opening, many inexperienced teachers can be.
That is why many people who graduated from fine arts are inadequate because those

people cannot give much to the students” (FRD).

In this context, the relationships between the people who make up the artist initiatives and
art education and their own subjective experiences are a matter that should be considered
within a broad framework since it can affect many fields from the establishment of the
initiative to the activity. Most of the artists who make up the Ankara artist initiatives show
their expected artist awareness due to structural or subjective reasons, although they are
well educated in the artistic sense, they are far from the theoretical development of social

science.

5.3.8. Society and CAls

CAls are distinguished from capitalist contemporary art organizations as organizations
that develop socially sensitive art. These initiatives, which are expected to be in a
socialist understanding, should avoid groupings and purely aesthetic concerns by
incorporating transformative knowledge and politics and neutral conceptualizations of
liberal initiatives. In this context, many initiatives are carried out in urban and
community-specific ways by means of being able to associate and cooperate with NGOs.
The different but common views on this are expressed by the initiatives: “Our business
is a lot of risk. We walked really solid. We don't do our work with concern. If they can,
they should; Let everyone like us. What would be nice. More modifier becomes
converter people. (FRD)”, “Why should I go and make Cankaya beautiful? Cankaya
doesn't need to be more beautiful. There are worse places. Thinking like this, we said to
establish an association. Because we said let's go, functional parks and playgrounds in
the southeast. (FRD)”, “In this period, art has to be done for the society. (FRD)”, "Make

art for art, so where does it go? So you sell business to collectors. We have another
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problem now. (FRD)”, ”You need to have an idea about a social event. You need to have

a counter defense. You need support. (FRD)”.

Although the participants mentioned that they produce art sensitive to the society,
Ankara's art initiative lacks an art practice that encompasses the social and conscious
knowledge of the society. The social knowledge entrusted to the development of most
subjective knowledge levels is unlikely to approach the reality of society. One
participant who is contradictory due to the contextual confusion of his subjective
position of the relationship he has with the social, expresses his opinion on Ankara

initiatives where social anxiety is not driven:

An art collective is opposed to everything. You're saying there's nothing to worry about.
Art concern exists because the artists do the work. Everybody thinks how I can do the
work he / she should do in the most aesthetic way. Because he does it for himself, even
if there are five of you. It's a shame if | told you why you did it, didn't I? Other than that,
no worries. Showing to society, social concern. (FRD)

5.3.9. Initiatives and Art History

Although CAls are anti-institutional organizations, they have knowledge about the
historical narratives of the artistic movements and socio-political contexts that develop
within the scope of modernity in art. The Ankara art initiatives, which consist of one or
more artists, follow the historical development in art with a focus on the subject, as the

number of people receiving art education is the majority.

In spite of the institutional and structural narrative of art history, CAls have been formed
with an awareness of their historical contexts or ‘origins’. Paradigmically, CAls, which
are critical of the break with modern art or criticize it, criticize the emergence of
oppositions in art, radical criticism, and the avant-garde movements as a reference to the
institutionalization of contemporary art. This way of handling is, of course, relative.

Although it cannot be said that each initiative is formed with the same consciousness,
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the specific focuses in the references differ according to their multiple initiatives.
Nevertheless, the perception and consciousness of art historical connections is important
in terms of showing the content of the concept of initiative. One of the participants of
this conscious initiative expresses the historical connections of art and its

transformations in contemporary art as follows:

... The real Manet is breaking... For the first time in Manet's Olympia painting,
prostitute is being modeled.... They're building the Rejected Hall. Fathers [major
artists] support Monet. The gallery system... is how it works. This is the beginning of
modernism. The Rejected Hall is being set up in front of the full salon exhibition. When
Monet's Lilies are mentioned, it is perceived as if it is understood as a decoration or not.
These are very serious bends. (FRD)

While the art criticized the discourse and interpretation of historical narratives, the
participant stated that this discourse is important in terms of reflecting the
transformations and ‘crises' of contemporary art, while the 'Rejected Hall' - a group
exhibition of artists supported by the bourgeois against the aristocracy and the church. It

is one of the historical events in which the first cores of criticism began to be seen.

These radical critiques are important in terms of being one of the first examples of
criticisms that will be brought to the formation of institutionalization in contemporary
art. However, the way this art-historical knowledge takes place in art education and the
pedagogical teaching style also shows that the ideological dimension of art history is
imposed on the artists by transference. However, the artists who question, research and
read as self-conscious and self-reflective have the awareness that they see that the
quality of the education they receive may not be as intended. One participant describes
his / her experience as follows: “For example, when we start the art of Picasso Allah or
something like that, you understand that very adolescent things, but you see that.
(FRD)”,”He sifted his flour and hung his sieve; we were looking at it as nothing more.

But then you read it, not so much. Now it's not idol, it's not a taboo for me [John]
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Berger. But he's a good, successful man and he has good observations, he reads well.
(FRD)”.

Another aspect of the interpretation of art history by initiatives is that CAls can
accommodate art history experts and academics in the context of participants / members.
In addition to opening up areas of expression in the context of knowledge and politics,
and expanding the field of production, art history experts and academicians also focus
on the process with the help of art history knowledge. Since the structural narrative and
connections of the process and the emphasis on CAls are criticized or rejected as
ontological-paradigmatic, their historical position within the initiative is an issue that
can be understood by the internal balance of the initiative. However, in-initiative
interpretation of the knowledge of art history does not always bring about institutional
narrative. In this context, the methodology of historical reading should include its own
internal dynamics. In this respect, the discipline and conceptualization of art history is

situational and original in the initiative.

Ankara's CAls are also aware of the interdisciplinary and art history of the relations they
have entered with the discipline of art history, both because they include art history
academics and mainly artists who have received art education. However, this awareness
and awareness varies according to the initiative and the individuals who make up the
initiative. In some cases it may be inadequate. The institutional structure of the
initiatives that include art history experts or academicians is felt more at the activity
level. However, the development of intra-initiative dialogue in terms of structuring
makes their effort to keep the initiative more flexible. One participant shares that

initiatives create a free space in the history of art and that initiatives are needed today:

Together with the Medici family, art is salable and collecting is actually emerging. After
that, artists who survived the churches begin to do business for the rich. ‘Business’

because that's it. As a result, the process becomes boring after a certain place and people
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can actually say that they have experienced their full rise with conceptual art. Because
why? Dada, for example, is not an art movement. Dada is actually an initiative. Either
conceptual art is something that started at the beginning as an artists initiative. But
history makes things easier, shelves them. Initiatives are needed now because artists
leave the galleries and look for the real space, and they start to act the way they do.
Everything that enters the gallery is a work of art, okay we accept it, because that's what
the white cube brings. But, when the galleries come into play, when the collectors come
in, things get a little messy. Art initiatives are really needed. Because it's a very free
space. (FRD)

The creation of a free space by the CAls gains a context with consistent reflexes to their
opposition to capitalism on the basis of politics and knowledge. In this respect, the ‘free
spaces’ created with the lack of conscious and responsible knowledge and policies
cannot go beyond the appearance of free spaces and cannot improve the quality of the

initiative on an individual and collective basis.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

6.1. Contributions of the Study

6.1.2. Theoretical Contributions of the Study

The contradictory position of feminist praxis within academic institutions has shown that
research is an important component in the production of knowledge of feminist politics.

In this context, the radical policies produced supported the development of knowledge.

In addition, the reflective and self-reflective nature of the positions in politics has led to
the questioning of the theoretical knowledge itself, thus criticizing the hegemonic
theoretical position in the relationship entered into with the policy.In the information
created about CAls, the context established with different cultures was able to show the
broad connection of CAls on epistemological and political basis and broadened the
theoretical knowledge about CAls.The importance of everyday knowledge as well as
scientific knowledge has been shown to be important knowledge sets at the level of
CAls.

In the field of contemporary art initiatives, the scientific information obtained from the
literature was questioned through dialogue and the theoretical knowledge was revised
and the contemporary art initiatives were revised in terms of their realities and
experiences. The experience of the distant position of even female participants in

feminism has contributed to some extent to the thinkers who advocate the theory of
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Achievement in the sense that feminist knowledge and politics show that it is not only

inherent to women, but is an achievable state of consciousness.

This study contributes to the theoretical knowledge in the context of the fact that the
initiatives refer not only to the knowledge of the academy but also to the knowledge of
different organizational channels. The information of the non-interviewed initiatives was
also reached through the web site, electronic and printed sources, and it was tried to
create comprehensive knowledge sets. As the initiatives are discussed on an individual
basis, not collectively, it is provided to reach a comprehensive knowledge of the
criticism of subjective experiences at the level of both subjectivity and initiative
structurality. It is understood that the different production and organization of the
initiatives broadens the scope of the knowledge and politics to be created for them (both

shared and exceptional).

The formal and informal relations established by the participants in the field with the
researcher enabled the participants to share their ideas freely. In addition, formal and

informal interviews enabled information to be expanded on information sharing.

6.1.3. Methodological Contributions of the Study

In this context, this field order, which was directed towards the participants in the field
and which took care to get answers in interaction with them, was prepared by being
critical and overflowing from the positivist understanding of science, yet still remaining
faithful to the practice of modernity science.Reflective and self-reflective attempts to
answer the questions interactively enabled the subject to see the political grounds of the
subject as well as to discover areas where the academy could intervene. Reflected
interaction in the field enabled two-way movement between both empirical and
theoretical knowledge in the field layout, and opened both sets of information for

discussion.
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The fact that field questions are not specifically feminist has reduced the antipathy that
field participants can develop into the concept of feminism in problematizing knowledge
of CAls. The fact that the field participants entered the relationship with the researcher
at the subjective level and with helpfulness helped to break the prejudices about the field

as a researcher.

6.1.4. Practical Contributions of the Study

In terms of knowledge and politics, contemporary art initiatives were opened to
questioning their own realities through speeches during and after the field, enabling
them to re-establish and reassess potential changes in knowledge sets about their

grounds of existence or the connections they think about knowledge.

6.2. Research Limitations of the Study

The FST remained loyal to the scientific understanding of modernity, but criticized it
extensively. Rather than adopting the traditional conceptualized and stereotyped
sovereign discourse of the questions that the methodological stipulated by the FST and
which will affect the production of epistemological knowledge, the effort to ask new
questions through interaction with the researched and to bring new / fresh perspectives

to the problems constitutes the limitation of this study.

In this context, this study has been tried to be written with the awareness of changes in a
dynamic structure. Based on the active websites, electronic and printed sources (printed,
newspaper and magazine articles) and verbal narratives of the initiatives included in the
study, profiles of the members who were not interviewed were also able to exist in the
art environment as academia, private sector and individual artist. In terms of the artistic
practices of the initiatives involved in the research, there are partnerships and

divergences.
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The aforementioned negativity about the relations that the feminist posture theory
predicts methodologically and epistemologically was tried to be reduced by the
interaction entered during the field time.Discussing the problems by introducing new
concepts related to social issues of FST, in this way, radical criticism of the dominant
discourse and the fact that subjects or groups write their own realities based on their own
experiences instead of the dominant reality thoughts that do not reflect their realities, in
this study, it has been tried to be carried out in a limited way due to the limitations of the
university institution in conducting academic studies and due to the conceptual

hegemony brought about by the accumulation of literature.

This situation should be considered in two ways both for the academic conductor and the
participant. Both sides had the opportunity to experience these limitations on the basis of
educational / disciplinary, institutional and similar relationships. However, beyond the
theoretical / conceptual orientations brought by the FST, the experience of the
participants, although limited, was allowed to determine the direction of the study. In
this way, the feminist social science researcher who conducts the research by
establishing a relationship of intellectual and experiential empathy with the participant,
in other words, it was tried to contribute to the opening of the literature / theory
knowledge accumulated before the field in the reflective and self-reflective dynamic
cyclic relationship / interaction, to the questioning and to the transformation and change
of the prejudices that it developed in the theoretical and experiential aspects. Thus, in
multiple ways, it is tried to be provided that the view that there is an illusion between
appearience and essence in its the theoretical and experiential manifestation. Bilateral
and hierarchical relations between the researcher and the participants were tried to be
broken by supporting the questions on the subjective basis with interaction and political

stance.

Although the age groups of the members of CAls are different, there are initiatives made

up of people from the same age group or close to the same age group. In these
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initiatives, as the members became younger, the tendency to approach the problems with
an attitude emphasizing flexibility rather than an organized and modernist political
initiative was observed. Young members take the initiative more flexibly and do not
favor other kinds of organized and rigid outlook. Rather than being a continuity and
consistency, it is thought that the working area and ground should progress in such
fluidity. It is understood that it is possible to express opinions with the flexibility rather
than the modernist rigid opposition in questions about organized politics, state, capital
and similar issues. However, this situation can have two different results in that it can

lead to the influence of the opposing ideas or to destroy it in the opposite direction.

Although the research process is closely related to the chosen methodological position,
the choice of FST was seen as an important ground in terms of the inclusion of
subjectivity that gives possibility to understand how both the participant and his / her
knowledge, body language, gestures and facial expressions affect the other person and
experiencing how this to make a contribution or negative impact to the research process.
One of the issues in which this is observed that the reason for a reactive approach as
“You discriminate. Women and men are already equal !” that the feminist politics and
art questions directed to the participants, was related to modernist feminist theory and
political perception, or to a very shallow deepening of the subject question. Some
participants, however, have made it clear that they think they have less knowledge

especially in feminism or in some issues.

Mostly, the snowball technique is recommended by the field participants to find the field
participants some CAls have explicitly or secretly stated that they do not want to help
me make an appointment for field research from participants through the network. It
remains ambiguous to understand whether this is due to the impression they have
received after the interviews or personally because of a feminist researcher like me.
However, most CAls have given a positive return to both the way | organize the site and

the dialogue / relationship with me during the research.
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Another subjective experience of the interviews and my voice-recorded note are as
follows: It was stated that the person interviewed was a young artist in terms of age
group and in terms of artistic technique and attitude, it was observed that she/he had
practiced art with a young and dynamic identity.As a participant, the presence of a voice
recorder during the field made her/him uneasy and this was reflected in her/his dialogue
with questions and at the beginning of the research, s/he tended to answer the questions
in a timid manner. The participant made the expression of her/his thoughts holistic and
consistent. This was supported by her/his informal speech at the end of the interview.
After the participant and the initiative he / she was a member of with the view of
separated politics and art and stated that they did not include the politics in the art
practices, the interview period was completed very fast compared to the other interview

periods.

If this situation is further generalized, the initiatives are not combining the arts with the
important concepts and they refrain from ‘deliberately’ thinking about these
relationships caused the important problematics of the interview not to be questioned.
The results of this situation were thought to have multiple results not only in terms of
scientific research but also in terms of both artist, initiative and CA. In this context, the
course of the interview has changed, resulting in a discussion rather than a targeted
query, on a line towards the artist's way of doing art and the variety of her/his

productions.

The relationship between CAIls and politics, and the importance of thinking about its
knowledge in terms of CA is crucial in terms of the clues of whatness of CAls and their
art practices. However, when the discussions focused on the amount and technique of art
production, some of the questions that are wanted to asked — that assuming each of the
questions is linked — remained unasked. At the same time, this was seen as an important
problem in the context of Feminist Standpoint Theory’s methodology and epistemology

in terms of not establishing commonalities and intersections with field participants.
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6.2.1. Theoretical Limitations of the Study

FST is a powerful theoretical approach on the basis of epistemology and methodology.
However, the criticism of modernity in terms of ontology is quite weak. In that sense,
the explanation of FST that is related to CAIl about the ontology of CAls does not done
as authoritatively. Knowledges of CAIls was acquired thorough Internet, oral
explanations, academic papers, journals and social media about their compositive and
coverable knowledge acuiring beacuse of organized more on non-instiutitonalized areas

more than institutional knowledge.

This situation shows dispersed and juxtaposed knowledge clusters that constitute
knowledge of CAI, does not present coherent narrative. Moreover, Internet space that
includes the knwoledges of CAIls refreshes and some knowledges disseppear by
deleting. So, this leads to not attaining the knowledge that is attained attained before

about them

Among the initiatives in the field, initiatives were mainly conducted in the fields of
plastic arts in the visual arts, and music. In this context, the information of the initiatives
in different fields were obtained through books or internet texts. This shows that they
cannot obtain their subjective experiences in the field environment. However, this has
been attempted to be overcome by paralleling the arguments in the thesis. Although the
relationship entered in the field and in the field environment is tried to be made in a non-
hierarchical way, the theoretical knowledge has caused a partial barrier effect between
the researcher and the researched. However, the intensification of interaction with the
interaction and the length of the field that create a sense of trust has contributed to the
formation of shares through more subjective experiences and thus to the real knowledge.
The subjective gestures of the researcher also created environments that direct the
knowledge of the field environment. For example, in the face of questions asked with

serious attitude, the participant concealed information about its reality. This suggests
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that participant felt the pressure of academic knowledge. The presumed sovereignty of
academic knowledge, besides creating a barrier in the participant, also disturbed
her/him. However, all these problems have been tried to be reduced with the increase of

subjective speech and interaction.

In case of doubt or lack of knowledge about the competence of the questions to explain
the issue, the participants made suggestions and they thought that the knowledge of the
matter could be guided by the questions they proposed. The equality of the knowledge
and politics link established within the FST is indirect and weak with the knowledge and
politics established in the context of CAIs.

The feminist nature of the study led to prejudice among some of the participants and the
information to be obtained in this field has limited to the participant's feminist politics
and knowledge competence. Since knowledge of feminism is considered on the scale of
feminist knowledge and politics, which is predominantly organized in modernity in

CAls, other theoretical debates within feminism have not been adequately discussed.

The feminist identity of the researcher also created a certain limitation for the
participants. Since the interviews took place on an individual basis and not on a
collective basis, the approach to knowledge and politics remained at the individual level.
In terms of knowledge and practice, the participants posed a risk of concealing their real
knowledge in that they tend to answer the answers in the direction the researcher wants
for subjective and structural reasons. However, this has led to the testing of opinions

through dialogues and opposing questions.

Field interviews were conducted to the extent that access to initiative members was
possible. In this context, subjective experiences are limited to the interviewees.
However, this problem has been tried to be overcome by the fact that the partial

information can be generalized.
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The fact that the initiatives are flexible groupings also allows them to experience
changes. While the member was an initiative member before the interview, the
separation of the member from the initiative during the research and the inability to

conduct an interview lead to the inability to obtain subjective knowledge.

Field participants identify themselves mainly as men and women in the context of
identity, both the lack of interaction of the experiences of the potential participants and
the limited knowledge in the context of different identities have led to an ineffective

debate on the knowledge of these identities.

6.2.2. Methodological Limitations of the Study

One of the invitations to the research area was rejected due to the mistrust of the
scientific basis of the researcher. This resulted from the methodology of the FST on
researching the hierarchical relations, and the unwillingness of the researcher to take
risks resulted in the fact that they did not share their knowledge. The fact that the
participants’ shortcomings in their subjective and political dialogues, hierarchical
relations and similar situations were revealed through interaction caused them to be
disturbed. This situation caused distrust of the study and indirectly to the researcher.
However, it was tried to provide assurance through verbal approval. Some of the
respondents wanted to influence the methodology of the research on the grounds that
they could receive subjective damages from the sound recorder, which was used in
accordance with the ethics of the university. This problem was tried to be overcome with

the trust relationship established.

6.2.3. Practical Limitations of the Study

The fact that the criticisms of contemporary art initiatives are not considered by the

initiatives on the grounds that they are academic (considering that they are opposed to
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institutionalities) will result in the lack of information about the potential information
and politics developed about them, and remain as the information circulated within the

academic circles.

6.3. Recommendations for the Future Studies

It will be possible to understand the broad scope of the diversity of contemporary art
initiatives within and between each other, by evaluating and expanding different
initiatives within the scope of future academic researches.In addition to the initiatives
discussed in this thesis, new art initiatives are being established in contemporary
art.Inclusion of them in this knowledge set will contribute to the understanding of the

specificities of the subjectivities of the initiatives on the basis of difference.

Specific inquiry of not only cultural resources but also economic, political and social
resources that are benefited in the constitution of initiatives will create politics and
knowledge basis that empower them about being the transformative subject of CAls and
will make wider the knowledge about them. The search for CAls not only on the
specificity of CAIl but the constructed connections with social institutions will empower

them in terms of context.

Moreover, the search of connections of CAls with different initiatives will be important
in terms of seeing of them how much they use supportive mechanisims and watching
how to position themselves in society as a collective subject.

It should be shown that different paradigmatic basis can authoritative agilims about
CAls in terms of the understanding of CAls on the foundations of relational theory on
these days. The relation of wide scale of feminist politics with CAI should be able to
inquired authoritatively by widening the inquiry about FST and considering even

different feminist paradgmatic standpoints. Different theoretical openings should be able
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to done on the bases of knowledge and politics which lead to transforming both fields by

searching the dimensions of relations of CA with CAls.
CAI took place in the scale of this thesis with individual interrogations. The group

interrogations with initiatives can make possible the construction of connection of

subjective and group knowledges in this area.
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B. QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE FIELD RESEARCH

1. Art (Turkey and Global)
11. How can speak of a relationship between science and art in Turkey?
2. The state in the development of art in Turkey's capital and how civil society has a

lot to you?3. How do you evaluate the art market?

4. How do you assess the role played by large-scale art activities (especially biennials,
fairs, etc.)?

5.  What is the role of the artist-artwork-viewer in art?

6. What would you like to say about the importance of actors (especially critics /

advisors, curators, collectors, etc.)?

7. Do you think art in Turkey (CV and SV) has been improvement in how the role of

artistic movements?

8. Do you think the breaking point of the art in Turkey / What are the factors affecting

the change?

9. Differences between Modern Art and Contemporary Art

10. How do you interpret the relationship between art and politics?

169



11.

12.

13.

14

15.

16.

17.

18.

19

Information and communication technology developments in how you think it

played a role in the arts that took place in Turkey?

How do you interpret locality in art?

How do you interpret the existence of art in Ankara and the difference of art in

Ankara-other cities?

. How do you see the future of art?

Feminist Art

What do you think about feminist art?

What do you think is the importance of women artists in the art world?

How do you see the future of feminist art?

(Contemporary) Art Initiatives

How do you interpret the importance of art initiatives (communities, collectives,

groups, formations) in art?

. What are the specific characteristics of the initiatives and what do you think about

them?
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C. TURKISH SUMMARY / TURKCE OZET

FEMINIST DURUS KURAMI ACISINDAN SANATTA CAGDAS SANAT
INISIYATIFLERININ ELESTIRISi: ANKARA/TURKIYE ORNEGI

Cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin feminist bilgi ve politika temelinde anlagilmasi, kapitalist
cagdas sanat anlayisina elestiri getirerek cagdas sanatin gercek bilgi ve politikasinin
anlagilmasini saglamaktadir. Bu calismada, Ankara’daki ¢agdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin
Oznelliklerinin 6zgiilliklerine odaklanilarak onlarin farklilik temelinde anlasilmasi ve
bilgi ve politika tretimlerinin O6znellikleri ortaya c¢ikarilmaya calisilmistir ve ana
arastirma  problematigi “Sanatin paradigmatik sorunsallastirilmasinda (Cagdas
Modernite/FST-methodoloji), ¢agdas sanatin (CS) ve CS iginde CS inisiyatiflerinin
Oznelliklerin 6zgilliikleri kapsaminda bilgi ve siyaset temelinde incelenmesinin
yapilmast gerekir.” tezini savunma lizerine kurulmustur.Bu agikligin, Tiirkiye’deki
cagdas sanatin bilgi ve politikasinin anlasilmasina olan etkisinin g6z oniine serilmesi de

amagclanmustir.

Ankara Ozelindeki cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin anlasilmasi, ¢agdas sanat inisiyatifi
kavramsallastirilmasinin tanimlanmasini ve kapsamini gerekli kilmaktadir. Cagdas sanat
inisiyatifleri, ¢cagdas sanat icerisinde sivil orgiitlenmeler olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Bu orgiitlenmeler, sanatgilari, entelektiielleri (farkli meslek gruplarindan bireyleri) ve
akademisyenleri igerebilmesi bakimindan epistemolojik olarak zengin bir bilgi ve
politika yapma zemini olusturmaktadir. Bu sivil ¢cagdas sanat inisiyatifleri, sivil toplum
orgiitlerinden kurulma amaglari, kurulma bigimleri, faaliyetleri gibi ozellikleri ile
ayrilmaktadir. Ancak, kiiltiirel alanin kurucularindan olan devlet, sermaye ve sivil
toplum kurumlar arasinda, devlet ve sermaye kurumlarinin diginda orgiitlenen ve sivil

topluma daha yakin bir konumlanis s6z konusudur. Sivil toplum Orgiitlerinden
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farklilagsa da, yukarida bahsedilen kurulma bigimleri ve faaiyetleri agisindan kesigsmeler
ve benzerlikler de gdosterebilmektedirler. Bu benzerlik ve farklilik, inisiyatiflerin
Ozgiilliikkleri temelinde anlasilabilir. Her sivil toplum orgiitiiniin farklilasmasi s6z konusu
oldugu gibi, cagdas sanatci inisiyatifleri de birbirlerinden farklilasmaktadir. Ancak bu,
hem sivil toplum hem de inisiyatif temelinde kesisimselliklerin olusmadigi anlamina da
gelmemektedir. Her iki grup da kendi igerisinde durumsal, olumsal, kosulalara bagh

olarak kesigmeler, aynilasmalar ve farkliliklar gosterebilmektedir.

Sanat inisiyatifi kavramsallastirmasi, kiiltiirel alanda, 6zel olarak da sanat alaninda bir
inisiyatif alma baglaminda ortaya ¢ikan grup, topluluk, kolektivite gibi bir araya
gelislerdir. Bu inisiyatif alig, baglami ve icerigi bakimindan farkli epistemolojik ve
politik karakter tasimaktadir. Dogrudan veya dolayli olarak alinan bu inisiyatifler,
bireysel olarak sanat¢ilarin sanatta inisiyatif almasindan farklidir. Bu farkliligin
anlagilmasi, sanat inisiyatiflerinin 6zellikle ortaya ¢iktigi cagdas sanat baglaminda
diistintildiiginde, onlarin 6znel ve 0Ozgiil Ozellikleri baglaminda ele alinmasi ile

mumkindiir.

Cagdas sanatg1 inisiyatifleri, ¢agdas sanatin ifade bigimleri ve orgiitlenmesi igerisinde
kolektif tiretimin temel alindig1 yapisal-orgilitlenme karsit1 bir orgiitlenme bi¢imi olarak
ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Modernist sanatsal gruplagmalar orgiitlenme bicimi, bir araya gelis

amaclarn ve faaliyetleri agilarindan farkliliklar gostermektedirler.

Paradigmatik olarak c¢agdas sanat inisiyatifleri, cagdas sanatlarin ortaya c¢ikisi esas
alinarak modernite paradigmasin elestiren ya da reddeden bir karakterdedir. Tekil bir
cagdas sanat ontolojisi ve epistemolojisi —ve hatta metodolojisi— olmadigi gibi, ¢agdas
sanat inisiyatiflerinin de ontolojisi ve epistemolojisi bakimindan g¢oklu bir karakter

tasidig1 soylenebilir.
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Bu farkli bir araya gelisler ve farklilagsmalar, degisken politikalarin yapilmasini ve
zengin bilgi iiretimini saglamaktadir. Cagdas sanatin sosyal olan ile kurdugu zengin ve
kapsamli birliktelik, ¢cagdas sanatin tanimini ve pratiklerini genisletirken, ¢cagdas sanatin

icinde bulunan her 6genin de bilgi ve politikasint da genisletmektedir.

Sanatta 20.ylizyil’da ortaya ¢ikan bu avant-gart kolektifler, tarihsel olarak ve sanat
pratikleri ile dusiinsel referanslari baglaminda, modernite temelinde Orgiitlenen
kolektifler olarak kabul edilebilir. Modern sanat elestirisi yapan bu gruplar, estetigi
reddeden ve rasyonel Ozneye elestiri getirmeleri baglaminda, modernite igerisinde
goriiniirde paradoksal bir konumlanis almaktadirlar. Ancak, modernitenin temel
varsayimlarinin tamamini tutarli bicimde elestirememis olmalari ve kabullenmeleri

nedeniyle, modernite iginde yer alan kolektifler ya da gruplar olarak diistiniilmelidir.

Arastirmada kullanilan Feminist Durus Kurami (FDK), bilgi ve politikanin birlikteligini
savunarak ¢agdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin anlagilmasimi saglamaktadir. FDK-metodolojisi,
feminist bilgi tiretiminde politikanin dnemli bir bilesen oldugunu kabul etmekle birlikte,
iiretilecek olan bu bilginin yontemlerini orthodox modernist bilgi iiretim metodu olan
pozitivist bilim anlayisina elestirel yaklagmaktadir. Pozitivist bilim anlayisinin
hiyerarsik olarak, bilimsel bilgiyi giindelik bilimden ayirarak 6zcii, evrensel ve rasyonel
iist bir poziyona yerlestirmesi ve bilimsel bilginin {iretiminin kosullarini politikadan
ayirarak normal, notr ve nesnel temelde sunma c¢abasina FDK’lar1 elestirel

yaklagmaktadirlar.

FDK-metodolojisi, 6znelligin 6zgiilliiglinii agiga ¢ikararak kurumun hegemonyasini
asgari diizeye indirmektedir. Bu sayede doniistiiriicii gergek bilgi, yeni bir toplumsallik
ve 0zne inga siirecine kapi aralamaktadir. Bu insa siireci duruma, kosula, konuma bagh
olarak degiskenlik gostermektedir. FDK’na gore, doniistiirlicii bilgi iiretimi, bilgiyi

kuranin konumlanist ve politika ile girdigi iliskiyle dogrudan baglantili goriinmektedir.
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Sadece sinirda kalis veya ezilme degil, Kapitalist hegemonik bilgi {iretim pratigini

elestiren radikal her tiirlii konumlanig 6zgil bilgi liretiminin Oniinii agmaktadir.

Etkilesime giren arastirmact ve aragtirilan, arastirma siliresince Oznelliklerinin
ozgiilliiklerini ortaya ¢ikararak egemen bilginin oniline ge¢meyi ve kendi gercekligini
insa etmeyi miimkiin kilmaktadir. Oznel temelde etkilesim, hegemonik kurumsal bilgi
ve pratiklerini bozarak, arastirma silirecine Ortiik bilgi, deneyimler, gilindelik ve
entelektiiel bilginin, duygularin gergekligin bilgisini olusturan 6nemli bilesenler olarak
diisiiniilmesini  saglamaktadir. Arastirma siiresince Oznenin gercekligine ulasirken
aragtirtlan ve arastiran arasindaki feminist politik bilinglenme sayesinde, hegemonik
kapitalist bilgi iiretiminin carpittig1 gergekligin, kadin deneyiminin, feminist 6znenin
icerdigi kapsamda deneyimlerin olusacak olan bilgiye dahil edilmesi ve agiga

cikarilmasi saglanmig olmaktadir.

Feminist politik bilinglenme, kisinin bulundugu pozisyona bagl olarak otomatik olarak
kavrayacagi bir biling olmamakla birlikte, girilen etkilesim bu bilinglenmeyi miimkiin
kilmaktadir. Ayrica, arastirma siireci, arastirma sorularinin ve cevaplariin etkilesimle
olusturulmasi ve cevaplarinin hiyerarsik olmayan diizende 6znel olarak bulunma ¢abasi,
teorik bilginin dayattigi kavramsal hegemonyanin da degismesine, Oznenin kendi
gercekligini kuracak olan esnek kavramsallagtirmanin Oniinii agmaktadir. Bilgi iiretim
pratiginin i¢inde olan 6zne ve kurum, yansimali ve 6z-yansimali olarak etkilesime
gecerek konumlaniglart ve gergeklikleri agisindan yeniden yorumlanma olanagi
saglamaktadir. Oznellik temelindeki iliski, kurumsalin ¢oziilmesine degil onun yeniden

ve farkli bir sekilde cagdas modernite temelinde yeniden yorumlanmasini saglamaktadir.

Arastirma, sanat¢i inisiyatifleri ve sanatgi inisiyatifleri ile iligkili akademisyenlerle
feminist kalitatif metodolojik zeminde derinlemesine miilakatlar yapilarak iki sene
icerisinde tamamlanmistir. Akademik olarak yapilan formal goriismeler disinda

enformel olarak da yapilan goriismeler, bu sahanin bilgisini olusturmustur. Bu bilgi
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kiimeleri, teorik bilgi ve deneyimden ortaya ¢ikan bilginin etkilesimlerinin potansiyel
uzamlarini gorebilmek agisindan 6nemli oldugu kanisindayim. Bu iki bilgi kiimesi ile
kurulacak her yeni ve yeniden olacak olan iligki, farkli alt bilgi kiimeleri de
olusturacaktir. Arastirma toplam 35 kisi ile yiiz ylize goriismeler yapilarak
gerceklestirilmistir. Ancak formal olarak 35 kisi ile goriisiilmenin yaninda enformel
olarak goriisiilen kisi sayist 35’1 agkindir. Formal olarak 13 inisiyatif grubu ve 17
akademisyen ile goriisiilmistiir. 13 inisiyatif grubuyla grup olarak goriisme yapmak
yerine inisiyatif liyeleri ile tek tek goriismeler gerceklestirilmistir. Bunun sebebi, grup
olma hegemonyasinin ortadan kalkarak her bir {iyenin sanat inisiyatiflerine dair 6z-

deneyim ve diigiincesini dile getirmesinin saglanmasi igindir.

Tiirkiye toplumunun ‘modernlesme’ kavrami ile girdigi iliski ile ‘modern sanat’ ve
‘cagdas sanat’ kavramsallastirmalari arasinda baglantilar mevcuttur. Bu baglamda,
modernlesme ve ¢agdaslasma es anlamli kavramlar olarak entelektiiel ve giindelik bilgi
kapsamina alinmistir. Bahsi gegen kavramlarin paradigmatik ele alinisi ise entelektiiel ve
giindelik kullanimdan farklilasma gdstermektedir. Bu, 6nemli bir ¢eliski olarak politik
konumlanislarin yaninda Tiirkiye’de gelisen sanatin kavramsallagtirmasinda bir problem
yaratacaktir. Agirlikli olarak Tiirkiye’de iiretilen sanatsal yazin literatiirli, modern sanat
ve ¢agdas sanat kavramsallastirmasini sanat teorileri i¢erisinde gelistirilen modern sanati
cagdas sanattan ayiran ilkeler iizerinden bu ayrimi uygulasa da modern ve cagdasi
kavramsal olarak es tutma egilimi gostermistir. Bu kavramsal karisikligin oniine
gecilmek i¢in Kortun ‘gilincel sanat’ kavramsallastirmasini cagdas sanati tanimlayan
alternatif kavram olarak ortaya koymakla bu carpik anlatinin Oniine gegmeyi
hedeflemistir. Ayrica, ¢agdas sanat diinya literatiirlinde oldugu gibi Tiirkiye sanat
literatiiriinde de postmodern sanat kavramsallastirmasiyla da es anlamli kullanilmistir.
Bu Dbaglamda, diinya literatiirinde ‘modern art® ve ‘contemporary art’
kavramsallastirmalart modern sanat ve cagdas sanat kavramsallagtirmalarin1 kelime
olarak kullanimin1 karsilarken, Tiirkiye literatiirinde modern sanat, modern sanat

kavramsallastirmasini; ¢agdas sanat, giincel sanat ve postmodern sanat ¢agdas sanati
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kasteden kavramsallastirmalar olarak ¢esitlenmektedir. Modern sanat ve ¢agdas sanat
kavramsallastirmalari, bu tez kapsaminda ise paradigmatik bakisla anlasilan kavramlar
olarak ele alinmistir. Bu a¢idan modern sanat moderniteyi c¢agdas sanat ise
postmoderniteyi kaynak alan fakat ¢agdas moderniteye de acgilim yapan ve iliskisel
paradigmayr da icine alan bir sanatsal ifade alan1 olarak paradigmatik agidan
tamimlamaktadir. Elbette ki ¢agdas sanata getirilen paradigmatik bakislarin spesifik
olarak farkliliklari mevcuttur. Ancak c¢agdas sanatin modern sanattan farkli olarak
kurumsallagsma elestirisi tasimasit ve sanat-hayat birlesimi Onermesi bakimindan
bahsedilen ii¢ paradigmanin da (Cagdas modernite, postmodernite, iliskisel paradigma)
kesisimini tagimasi s6z konusudur. Cagdas sanat, sanatsal teoriler igerisinden modern
sanat elestirisi yaparken paradigmatik olarak da modernite elestirisi yapmaktadir. Bu
goriise paralel olarak ¢agdas sanatin anlasilmasi modern sanattan farkli olarak
kesisimler, dialoglar gelistirebilmesi agisindan tek bir disiplinle anlasilabilen bir alan
olmaktan ¢ikarak pek ¢ok disiplinin bir arada ve dialog icerisinde tarifleyebilecegi bir
alan olarak diisiiniilmesi gereklidir. Cagdas sanat, hayatin her alanindan beslenebilen bir
ifade alan1 olarak kurumsallifa radikal elestiriler getirebilen ve 06znelliklerin
zenginliklerini agiga c¢ikarabilen bir zemin olarak diisiiniilmektedir. Bu yaklasim,
modernitenin— ve dolayisiyla modern sanatta izlenebilecek olan— rasyonalitesini,
evrenselligini ve Ozciiliigiinii reddederek veya derinlemesine elestirerek sanatsal ifade
alanlarin1 genisletmis, sosyale konu olan herseyin sanatsal ifade aracina veya temsiline
doniisme imkanini olusturmustur. Elbette ki bu yikim ve elestiri, cagdas sanatin bir sanat
ifade alami olarak yikimina ve elestirisine de yol agmaktadir. Ancak, postmodern
paradigmanin tasidig1 bu riskten ziyade ¢agdas modernite ele alis1 6zelinde de FDK,
cagdas sanati hayata yaklastirirken onun kurumsal boyutlarini elestirmenin yaninda ve
0zne zenginligini derinlemesine agan bir yaklasim getirerek, somut kosullarin 6n goériilen
teorik cagdas sanat tanimlamalarmin Otesine ge¢cme ve cagdas sanatin doniisiimii ve
degisimi i¢in gerekli politikayr sunmak acisindan alanlar agmaktadir.Kavramsal olarak
cagdas modernite paradigmasi igerisinde FDK’nin bu tez kapsaminda benimsenmesi ve

onun bilgiyi ve politikay1 birlestirme c¢abasi, cagdas sanatin anlasilmasi i¢in de
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gecerlidir. Cagdas sanatin bilgisinin iiretimindeki politik kosullarin 6nemi ve etkisi,
Tiurkiye yerelligi igerisinde gelisen c¢agdas sanatin ve genel olarak sanatin
anlasilmasinda bir temel olarak diisiiniilecektir. Tiirkiye’de gelisen c¢agdas sanati
anlamak amaciyla daha Once de bahsedilen modernlesme kavramsallastirmasinin
Tiirkiye kontekstinde somut olarak gozlemlenebilen kosullarni gbz Oniinde

bulundurmak énemli agilimlar saglamaktadir.

Ankara’da modern ve ¢agdas sanatin kurumsallasmasi ile birlikte sanat alaninda birgok
grup, dernek, kolektif ve inisiyatif tanimlamasiyla birbirinden farkli sanatci
orgiitlenmeleri ortaya c¢ikmustir. Paradigmatik olarak modern sanatta yer alan
gruplagmalar ile ¢agdas sanat alaninda olusan gruplasmalar arasinda Ankara’da yer alan
cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin baglangici, Tiirkiye’nin c¢agdas sanat inisiyatiflerin

baslangici olarak diisiiniilen modernist gruplasmalari referans aldig1 soylenebilir.

1980 sonrasi Tiirkiye’de yasanan ekonomik, politik ve sosyokiiltiirel doniisiimler,
neoliberal politikalarin  Tiirkiye’de sanat alaninda sermayenin  goriiniirliigiinii
artirmasityla devletin bu alan1 sermayenin hegemonyasina neredeyse tamamen
birakmasina sebep olmustur. Ankara’da 1980’lerde kurulan ve ¢agdas sanat alaninda
sosyal teori baglaminda paradigmatik olarak modernite elestirisi yapan ¢agdas sanat
inisiyatifleri kurulmaya baslanmistir. Agirlikli olarak 2000’lerde Ankara sanat hayatinda
aktif olan cagdas sanat inisiyatifleri, giincel sanatin ve simdinin farklilik temelinde

gerceklesmesini saglamaktadirlar.

Bu inisiyatifler ya da kolektiflerin bir kismi aktif olarak varligim1 devam ettirmekteyken
orgilitlenmelerini sonlandiran inisiyatiflerde bulunmaktadir. Bu inisiyatifler arasinda
varligin1 sonlandirip tekrar yeniden ve farkli bir sanatsal yaklasimla kurulan inisiyatifler
de bulunmaktadir. Bu inisiyatiflerin orgilitlenme bigimleri,kurulus amaglari,cagdas
sanata yaklagimlar1 ve elestirileri, varlik gosterdikleri mekansalliklar (internet ortama,

somut sanat mekani,masa formu vs) , sanat diinyasi ve toplumla (toplumsal kurumlar ve
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Ozneler) kurduklart iligkiler,politika ile baglantilari, disipliner yaklagimlar1 gibi
konularda farkli tutumlar sergilerlerken inisiyatifleri olusturan katilimcilarin
inisiyatiflerine olan bakis agilari ve genel inisiyatif kavramsallastirmasina olan
yaklasimlart da farklilagmaktadir. Tirkiye’de inisiyatiflerin ‘bagimsiz’ olusumlar
olmalari, onlar1 kurumsallastiran pratiklerden uzaklastiran 6nemli 6zelliklerindendir. Bu
durum, inisiyatiflerin goriiniir olup olmamalar ile de ilgili olarak varliklarinin tespit
edilmesini veya sonlandiklarini, tekrar basladiklarini, form degistirdiklerinden haberdar
olma konusunda bilgi eksikligi olusturmaktadir. Ozellikle radikal politika vurgusuyla
olusturulan inisiyatiflerin goriiniirligii ve bilinirligi (o inisiyatiflere dair bilgi) farkl
sebeplerle (siyasi baski, deneysel ve agik kaynakli yeni iletisimsel mecralar vs) diger
inisiyatif ve kolektiflere oranla daha diisiiktiir. Cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin
Oznelliklerinin 6zgiil kosullari, onlarin sanatsal ve politik elestirilerini gdsterebilmesi
baglaminda krititktir. Bu nedenle onlara dair olusacak bilgi kiimesi, inisiyatif ‘yapisal’
kavramsallastirmasi ile 6znellik temelinde ( her inisiyatifin kendisini ve inisiyatifin
bilesenlerinin  dznellikleri temelinde inisiyatifin deneyimlenerek yorumlanmasi)

farklilagmalar1 arasinda olusturulabilecek dialog ile olusturulmalidir.

Ankara yerelinde yer alan inisiyatiflere her gecen giin yeni orgiitlenen inisiyatifler de
eklemlenmektedir. Her eklemlenecek inisiyatif, Ankara yereline dair gercekligin
bilgisinin kurulmasint yeniden etkileyecek ve doniistiirecektir. Bu baglamda total bir
Ankara sanat inisiyatifleri olgusundansa bu kavramsallagtirmanin ucu agik, degisebilir,
dontigebilir ve farkl iligkiler kurabilir gibi yapisal anlatidan uzaklastirmak, yerelligin

deneyiminde farkli baglamlara ve yaklagimlara imkan taniyacaktir.

Mekansal baglamda oOrgiitlenen cagdas sanat inisiyatiflerinin yanisira, mekansal
baglamda orgiitlenmemis, varliklarinin izleri yalnizca faaliyetleri temelinde siirdiirebilen
inisiyatifler de bulunmaktadir. Bu inisiyatifleri olusturan ‘iliyeler’in kendilerini
anonimlestirmeleri s6z konusu olabilirken, inisiyatif olarak goriinlir bi¢imde

faaliyetlerini siirdiiren ¢agdas sanat inisiyatif oOrgilitlenmeleri de s6z konusudur. Bu
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inisiyatiflerin faaliyetleri, mekansal olarak oOrgiitlenen inisiyatiflerin aksine daha
yansimali ve hareketli olabilme potansiyeli sebebiyle farkli mekansalliklarda ve
zamanlarda varliklarini yeniden kurma ve kendilerini ifade etme imkanina sahiptirler.

1980 sonrasi, 6zellikle 1990’larda gelisen kiiltiirel degisimler, teknolojinin aktif kurucu
bilesen oldugu bir sosyallik igerisinde sekillenerek, sanatsal ifade yontem ve
mecralarinda  farklilasmalar yaratmistir. Bu teknolojik  gelismeler, bilgi ve
enformasyonun olusumunu ¢ogaltip, dolagimini ve yayginliginin hizimi artirarak kiiresel

diizlemde mekan ve zamansal doniisiimlere yol agmustir.

1980’lerden sonra ozellikle 1990lar ve 2000’lerde kurulan ¢agdas sanatc¢i inisiyatifleri,
teknolojinin, bilimin, sanatsal olmayani sanata dahil edebilmenin farkli ifade zeminleri
olusturdugundan referansla, kiiresel capta 6zgiil ve 0znel yerellikler olusturmustur.
1990’lardan itibaren sayilar1 artarak devam etmekle birlikte, ontolojik olarak kalicilik-
karsit1 tavirla Orgiitlenmeleri nedeni ile, daha o6nce varlik gdsteren cagdas sanatgi
inisiyatiflerinin bir kisminin, varliklarini sonlandirmay tercih etmeleri de s6z konusu

olmaktadir.

Cagdas sanat inisiyatifleri hiyerarsik olmayan, yatay, merkezsiz, elestirel/politik,
yenilik¢i (geleneksel degil, yeni dil ve yeni konusmalar), etkilesimli, diyloga dayali,
yerel, katilimci, demokratik, esitlik¢i, 6zgiir, anlik, yansimali, kii¢iik, (yeni) sanatsal
kiltiire sahip, , gegici, siradiizensiz, ¢apraz, alternatif/disarida/¢eperlerde olan, deneysel
(kurumsallik dis1 deneyim), proje-temelli, kiiratoryel, kavramsal, etkilesimli ve and
genis ve geleneksel-olmayan sanatin kamuslligint olusturabilmesgibi 6zelliklerine
sahiplerdir. Bu genis baglamda degerlendirilebilmelerine ragmen, farkli ¢agdas sanatci

inisiyatiflerinin ortaklasilan 6zellikleri s6z konusudur.

Akademik kurumlar igerisindeki Feminist praksisin c¢eliskili konumu, aragtirmanin
feminist politikanin bilgi {liretiminde 6nemli bir bilesen oldugunu goéstermistir. Bu

baglamda, {retilen radikal politikalar, bilginin gelisimini desteklemistir. Ayrica
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politikadaki konumlaniglarin yansimali ve 6z-yansimali olusu, teorik bilginin kendisine
soru sorarak politika ile girilen iliskide hegemonik teorik konumlanigin elestirilmesini
saglamistir. CSI’lerine dair olusturulan bilgide farkli kiiltiirlerle kurulan baglam,
CSI’lerin epistemolojik ve politik temelde baglantilarinin genisligini gdsterebilmis ve
kuramsal olarak CSI’lerine yonelik bilgiyi genisletmistir. Bilimsel bilginin yaninda

giindelik bilginin de 6nemi CSI diizeyinde dnemli bilgi kiimeleri oldugu gdsterilmistir.

CSI’leriyle saha sorularinda literatiirden alman bilimsel bilgiler diyalogla sorgulamaya
tabi tutularak teorik bilginin gdzden gecirilmesi CSI gerceklikleri ve deneyimleri

acisindan revize edilmesini saglanmaigtir.

Kadin katilimcilarin bile feminizme uzak konumlaniginin deneyimlenmesi, feminist bilgi
ve politikanin sadece kadinliga ickin olmadigini, elde edilebilir bir bilinglilik durumu
oldugunu gostermesi baglaminda kuramin Elde Edilebilme savunuculugunu yapan

diistiniirlere bir 6l¢iide katki yapmustir.

Bu caligma, inisiyatiflerin sadece akademideki bilgilerini degil farkli oOrgilitlenme
mecralarinin bilgisini de referans almasi baglaminda teorik bilgiye katki yapmaktadir.
Gorlisme yapilmayan inisiyatiflerin de bilgisine websitesi, elektronik ve basili kaynaklar
aracilif1 ile ulagilarak kapsamli bilgi kiimelerinin olusmasi saglanmaya g¢alisilmistir.
Inisiyatiflerle toplu olarak degil, bireysel temelde goriisiildiigii icin dznel deneyimlerin
hem 6znellik hem de inisiyatif yapisallig1 diizeyinde elestirilerinin kapsamli bilgisine
ulasilmas saglanmustir. Inisiyatiflerin iiretim ve drgiitlenmelerinin farkli oluslari, onlara
yonelik olusturulacak bilgi ve politikanin kapsamini (hem ortaklasilan hem istisnai

olani) genislettigi anlagilmistir.

Sahada katilimcilarin  aragtirmaciyla kurduklari formel ve enformeal iligkiler,
katilimcilarin fikirlerini 6zgilirce paylagmalarini saglamistir. Ayrica formel ve enformel

goriismeler, bilgi paylasimi konusunda da bilginin genisletilmesini saglamistir. Bu
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baglamda sahada katilimcilara yoneltilen ve onlarla etkilesim igerisinde cevaplarin
alinmasina 6zen gosterilmis olan bu saha diizeni, pozitivist bilim anlayisina elestirel ve
ondan tasan ancak yine de modernite bilim pratigine uzaktan da olsa sadik kalinarak
hazirlanmistir. Yansitmali ve 6z-yansitmali olarak sorularin etkilesimle cevaplanmaya
calisilmasi, 6znenin politik zeminlerini gorebilmesinin yaninda akademiye de miidahale
edilebilecek alanlarin kesfedilmesini saglamistir. Yansimali olarak sahada girilen
etkilesim, saha diizeninde hem ampirik hem de teorik bilgi arasinda iki yonlii hareket

edilmesini saglarken her iki bilgi kiimsesini de tartismaya agabilmistir.

Saha sorularmin 6zgiil olarak feminist olmamasi, saha katilimcilarimin CSi’lerine
yonelik bilginin sorunsallastirilmasinda feminizm kavramia gelistirebilecekleri
antipatiyi azaltmistir. Saha katilimcilarimin arastirmaciyla girdikleri iliskinin 6znel
diizeyde ve yardimseverlikle yapilmasi, aragtirmaci olarak sahaya dair On yargilarin

kirilmasinda yardimci olmustur.

Bilgi ve politika olarak CSI’lerin kendi gergekliklerini saha esnasinda ve sonrasinda
yapilan konugmalarla sorgulamaya acilarak, onlarin varlik zeminleri hakkinda bilgi
kiimelerinde yapabilecekleri potansiyel degisimleri ya da bilgi konusundaki

diistindiikleri baglantilar1 yeniden kurmalar1 ve degerlendirmeleri saglanmistir.

FDK, modernitenin bilimsel anlayisina sadik kalmis ancak onu yogun sekilde
elestirmistir. FDK’nin metodolojik olarak 6ngordiigii ve epistemolojik bilginin {iretimini
etkileyecek olan sorunlara iliskin sorularin geleneksel kavramsallasmis ve kaliplasmis
egemen sOylemini benimsemek yerine, arastirilanla girilecek olan etkilesimle yeni
sorular sormak ve sorunsallara yeni/taze bakis agilar1 getirme cabasi, bu c¢alismanin

stnirliligini olusturmaktadir.

Bu baglamda bu c¢alisma, dinamik bir yapilagsma icerisinde degisimlerin de farkindalig

ile yazilmaya calisilmistir. Calismada yer alan inisiyatiflerin aktif websiteleri, elektronik
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ve basili kaynaklar1 (matbu, gazete ve dergi yazilari) ve sozlii anlatimlarina dayanarak
goriisme yapilmayan iiyelerinin profilleri de akademi, 6zel sektorde calisan ve bireysel
sanatc1 olarak sanat ortaminda varoluslarini siirdiirebildikleri goriilmiistiir. Arastirmaya
katilan inisiyatiflerin sanatsal pratikleri agsindan ortaklagmalar ve ayrigsmalar soz

konusudur.

FDK’nin metodolojik ve epistemolojik olarak 6ngdrdiigii iliskiler hakkinda yukarida
bahsedilen olumsuzluk, saha siiresi boyunca girilen etkilesimle azaltilmaya calisilmistir.
FDK’nin s6z konusu sosyal konulara iliskin yeni kavramlar ortaya atilarak sorunsallarin
tartisilmasi, bu sayede egemen sOylemin radikal bigimde elestirilerek 6znelerin ya da
gruplarin onlarin gergekliklerini yansitmayan egemen gergeklik diisiinceleri yerine kendi
deneyimlerine dayali gercekliklerini kendilerinin yazmasi, bu c¢alisma icerisinde
tiniversite kurumunun akademik ¢aligma yapma konusundaki sinirlamalari sebebiyle ve
bununla baglantili olarak literatiir birikiminin getirdigi kavramsal hegemonya nedeniyle

kisith bir bigimde yiiriitiilmeye caligilmistir.

Bu durum hem akademik ¢alismay yliriiten kisi agisindan hem de katilimcr agisindan iki
yonli diisiiniilmelidir. Her iki taraf da bu sinirliliklari, egitim/disipliner temelde, kurum
temelinde ve benzeri iliskiler temelinde deneyimleme olanagini bulmustur. Ancak, hali
hazirda FDK’nin de getirdigi teorik/kavramsal yonlendirmelerin de Otesinde, yine de
kisith da olsa bu calismada katilimcilarin deneyimlerinin ¢alismanin  yoniinii
belirlemesine olanak taninmistir. Bu sayede, feminist sosyal bilim arastirmacisi olarak
arastirmay1 yiiriiten kisinin de katilimer ile diisiinsel ve deneyimsel empati iliskisi
kurarak, diger bir degisle yansimali ve 6z-yansimali dinamik dongiisel iliskisi/etkilesimi
icerisinde saha oOncesinde biriktirdigi literatiir/kuram bilgisinde acilim yapilmasina,
sorgulamasina ve kuramsal, deneyimsel acidan gelistirdigi on-yargilarin doniismesine,
degismesine katki yapilmaya calisilmistir. Bu sayede cok yonlii olarak, goriinen ile
gerceklik arasinda bir yanilsama oldugu goriisiiniin kuramsal ve deneyimsel tezahiiriiniin

ortaya ¢ikmasi saglanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Aragtirmaci ile katilimcilarin arasindaki ikilikli
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ve hiyerarsik iliski, sorularin 6znel temelde etkilesimle ve politik durusla desteklenerek

kirilmaya ¢alisiimistir.

CSI’leri iiyelerinin yas gruplari farkli olmakla birlikte ayn1 yas grubundan olan veya
ayni yas grubuna yakin kisilerin olusturdugu inisiyatifler mevcuttur. Bu inisiyatiflerde
tiyeler genglestikge oOrgiitlii ve modernist tavirli politik bir inisiyatiften ziyade esnekligi
On plana ¢ikaran bir tavirla sorunlara yaklasma egilimi izlenmistir. Geng liyeler daha
esnek olarak inisiyatifi ele almakta ve diger tiirli oOrgiitlii ve kati bakist tercih
etmemektedirler. Bir siireklilik ve tutarlilik olmaktan ziyade calisilan alanin ve zeminin
boylesi bir akigkanlikta ilerlemesi gerektigi diisliniilmektedir. Bu da orgiitlii siyaset,
devlet, sermaye ve benzeri konulara iligkin sorularda modernist kati kars1 ¢ikistan ziyade
o esneklikle goriislerin dile getirilmesini olanak saglandigi anlagilmistir. Ancak bu
durum kars1 durduklari diisiincelerin etkisine girme veya tam tersi yonde onu yikmaya

da yol acabilmesi bakimindan iki farkli sonug getirebilmektedir.

Arastirma siireci segilen metodolojik konumlanis ile yakindan iliskili olmakla birlikte
FDK’nin se¢imi, 6znellikleri igermesi bakimindan hem katilimciyr hem kendi bilgisini,
viicut dili, jest ve mimiklerin karsisindaki kisiyi nasil etkiledigini anlamak ve bunun
aragtirma siirecine nasil bir katki veya olumsuz etki yaptigin1 deneyimlemek agisindan
onemli bir zemin olarak goriilmiistiir. Bu durumun gézlemlendigi konulardan bir tanesi,
katilimcilara yoneltilen feminist politika ve sanat sorularinda “siz ayrimcilik yapiyor
musunuz? Kadin-erkek zaten esit!” seklinde tepkisel bir yaklasimin sebebi, modernist
feminist kuram ve politik algiyla ya da 6zne sorgusunda olduk¢a si1g bir derinlesme
durumu ile ilgili oldugunu disiindirtmiistir. Ancak bazi katilimcilar, ozellikle
feminizme dair ya da daha az bilgisinin oldugunu diisiindiigii konular1 agik¢a dile

getirmistir.

Cogunlukla kartopu teknigi saha katilimcilarini bulmak acisindan saha katilimcilar

tarafindan onerilse de baz1 CSI’leri ag yolu ile katilimcilardan saha arastirmasina dair
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randevu almam konusunda yardimci olmak istemedigini agik veya gizli olarak ifade
etmistir. Bu durumun miilakatlardan sonra edindikleri izlenimle mi yoksa kisisel olarak
benim gibi feminist bir arastirmacidan dolayr m1 oldugunu anlamak agisindan muglak
kalmuistir. Ancak cogu CSI, hem sahayi organize etme bicimime hem de arastirma

esnasinda benimle kurduklari diyaloga/iligskiye dair olumlu bir doniis vermistir.

Miilakatlara iligkin bir diger 6znel deneyim ve sesli kaydedilen notum ise su sekildedir:
Goriisme yapilan kisinin yas grubu acisindan geng bir sanat¢i oldugu belirtilmis ve
sanatsal teknigi ve tavri agisindan da geng ve dinamik bir kimlikle sanat pratigini yaptig1
izlenimi yalin bir sekilde gozlemlenmistir. Bir katilimci olarak saha esnasinda ses kayit
cihazinin varligi onu tedirgin etmis ve bu durum, onun sorularla girdigi diyaloga
yansimig ve arastirmanin baslangicinda ¢ekingen bir sekilde sorulara cevap verme
egilimi gostermistir. Katilimei, diisiincelerinin ifadesini biitlinciil ve tutarli yapmustir.
Bu, miilakat bitiminde yaptig1 enformel konusmasi ile desteklenmistir. Katilimcinin ve
tiyesi oldugu inisiyatifin politika ve sanati birbirinden ayirmasi ve sanat pratiklerine
politikayr dahil etmediklerini belirtmeleri iizerine miilakat siiresi diger miilakat

siirelerine gore oldukca hizli tamamlanmustir.

Bu durum daha da genellenirse, inisiyatiflerin Onemli kavramlarla sanatlarim
birlestirmiyor oluslar1 ve bu iliskileri ‘kasitli’ olarak diisiinmekten uzak durmalari,
miilakatin 6nemli sorunsallarinin sorulamamasina neden olmustur. Bu durumun
sonuglar1 sadece bilimsel arastirma agisindan degil hem sanat¢i, hem inisiyatif, hem de
cagdas sanat acisindan c¢oklu sonuglar dogurdugu diislinlilmiistiir. Bu baglamda,
miilakatin seyrinin degiserek hedeflenen sorgudan ziyade sanat¢inin sanati yapis
bi¢gimine ve liretimlerinin ¢esitliligine yonelik bir ¢izgide tartismanin agilmasi sonucunu

dogurmustur.

CSI'nin politika ile girdigi iliski ve onun bilgisine dair diisiincenin ¢agdas sanat

agisindan doguracagi sonuglarn onemi, CSI’lerinin ne’ligine ve sanat pratiklerine
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yonelik ipuclari tasimast bakimindan 6nemlidir. Ancak, tartigsmalarin sanat tiretimlerinin
miktarina ve teknigine yogunlastiginda sorulmak istenen sorularin -ki sorularin her
birisinin birbiriyle baglantili oldugu varsayilirsa- bir kism1 sorulmamis olarak kalmistir.
Ayni zamanda bu durum, FDK-metodolojisi ve epistemolojisi baglaminda da saha
katilimcist ile ortakliklar, kesisimsellikler kurulamamasi agisindan da 6nemli bir sorun
olarak goriilmiistir. FDK’mi, epistemolojik ve metodolojik temelde giiclii olan bir

kuramsal yaklasimdir. Ancak, ontolojik acidan modernite elestirisi oldukga zayiftir.

Bu baglamda CSI ile iliskilendirilen FDK’ni CSI’lerinin ontolojisine dair a¢iklamasi
yetkin bir sekilde yapilamamistir. CSI’lerin bilgileri, kurumsal bilgi olmaktan ¢ok
kurumsallik dis1 mecralarda daha ¢ok orgiitlendiginden onlara dair biitiinciil ve kapsayici
bilgi edinimi internetten, sozlii anlatimlardan, akademik c¢alismalardan, siireli
dergilerden ve sosyal medyadan elde edilmeye calisilmistir. Bu durum dagimik ve
birbiriyle yanyana gelemeyen bilgi kiimelerinin CSi’nin bilgisini olusturdugunu
gdstermekte, tutarli bir anlati sunamamaktadir. Ayrica CSI’lerine dair bilgilerin yer
aldig1 internet ortami, giincellenmekte ve bazi bilgiler silinerek kaybolmaktadir. Bu da

onlara yonelik daha dnce ulasilan bilgiye tekrar ulagilamamasina yol agmaktadir.

Sahadaki inisiyatiflerden gorsel sanatlarda agirlikli olarak plastik sanatlar ve miizik
alanlarinda ¢alisma yapan inisiyatiflerle goriisiilmiistiir. Bu baglamda farkli alanlarda
calisan inisiyatiflerin bilgilerine kitaplar ya da internet metinleri araciligi ile ulagilmistir.
Bu durum, onlarin da 06znel deneyimlerini saha ortaminda elde edemedigini
gostermektedir. Ancak bu, metinlerin tezde sorgulanan arglimanlarla paralellikler

tagimasiyla asilmaya caligilmistir.

Saha oOncesi ve saha ortaminda girilen iliski, hiyerarsik olmayan bi¢cimde yapilmaya
calisilsa da teorik bilginin arastirilan ile arastiran arasinda kismen bariyer etkisi

yapmasina neden olmustur. Ancak etkilesim ile ve sahanin siire olarak uzunluguyla
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etkilesimin yogunlasmasi, giiven hissi olusturarak paylagimlarin daha 6znel deneyimler
tizerinden sekillenmesine, dolayisiyla gercek bilginin elde edilmesine katki yapmustir.

Aragtirmacinin 6znel mimik ve jestleri saha ortaminin bilgisini yonlendiren ortamlar da
olusturmustur. Ornegin ciddi tavirla sorulan sorular karsisinda katilimei, gercekligine
dair bilgileri gizlemistir. Bu durum onda akademik bilginin baskisini hissetmesiyle de
iliskili oldugunu distindirtmiistiir. Akademik bilginin varsaydigr egemenlik, onda bir
bariyer olusturmanin yaninda onu rahatsiz da etmistir. Ancak tiim bu sorunlar 6znel

olarak konusmanin artmasi ile ve etkilesimle azaltilmaya calisilmistir.

Sorularin meseleyi anlatabilmedeki yetkinligi konusunda siiphe duyan ya da bilgi sahibi
olmadigin1 diisiindiigli durumda katilimcilar soru Onerileri yapmislardir ve meselenin
bilgisinin kendilerinin 6nerdigi sorularla da yonlendirilebilecegini diisiinmiislerdir. FDK
icerisinde olusturulan bilgi ve politika baglantisinin esitligi, CSI 6zelinde kurulan bilgi
ve politika ile dolayli ve zayif kalmaktadir. Bu baglamda CSi’nin bilgi ve politikasinin

FDK’dan farklilagsmasi s6z konusu olabilmektedir.

Calismanin feminist olusu, katilimcilarin bazilarinda 6n yargi olusturmustur ve bu
alanda elde edilecek bilgi, katilimcinin feminist politika ve bilgi yetkinliginin sinirliligt
ile gevrelenmesine neden olmustur. Feminizm ile ilgili bilgi agirlikli olarak modernitede
orgiitlenen feminist bilgi ve politika 6lceginde CSi’lerinde diisiiniildiigii icin, feminizm
igerisindeki diger kuramsal tartismalarin yeterince konusulamamasina neden olmustur.
Arastirmacinin feminist kimligi de katilimcilar agisindan belirli bir diizeyde smirlilik

yaratmistir.

Miilakatlar, inisiyatiflerin toplu olarak degil bireysel temelde gergeklestiginden bilgi ve
politikaya olan yaklasim bireyler diizeyinde kalmistir. Bilgi ve pratik acisindan
katilimcilar 6znel ve yapisal nedenlerle cevaplarini aragtirmacinin istedigi yonde

cevaplama egitimi gdstermeleri bakimindan gercek Dbilgilerini gizleme riski

186



olusturmuglardir. Ancak bu, girilen diyaloglar ve karsit sorularla goriislerin teste tabi

tutulmasini saglamistir.

Saha  goriismeleri, inisiyatif {iyelerine erisimin miimkiin oldugu Ol¢iide
gerceklestirimistir. Bu baglamda 6znel deneyimler, goriisme yapilan kisilerle sinirhdir.
Ancak yine de kismi bilgilerin genellenebilir olmasiyla bu problem asilmaya
calistlmugtir. Inisiyatiflerin esnek guplasmalar olmalari, onlarin degisimler yasamalaria
da olanak saglamaktadir. Goriisme yapilmadan Once inisiyatif iiyesiyken arastirma
esnasinda iiyenin inisiyatiften ayrilmasi ve goriisme yapamamasi, kisi 6zelinde bilginin

elde edilememesine neden olmaktadir.

Saha katilimcilarinin agirlikli olarak kimlik baglaminda kadin ve erkek olarak
kendilerini tanimlamalari, hem potansiyel katilimcilarin deneyimlerinin etkilesimle
aktarilamamasina hem de farkli kimlikler baglaminda bilginin smirli olmast bu

kimliklerin bilgisine dair etkili tartigmalarin yapilamamasina neden olmustur.
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