LEARNING COMMUNITIES IN HOMEWORK PRACTICES: AN ACTION
RESEARCH IN AN 8™ GRADE EFL CLASSROOM

ESLEM AYIK SORA

JANUARY 2020






LEARNING COMMUNITIES IN HOMEWORK PRACTICES: AN ACTION
RESEARCH IN AN 8™ GRADE EFL CLASSROOM

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY

ESLEM AYIK SORA

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

JANUARY 2020






Approval of the Graduate School of Social Sciences

Prof. Dr. Yasar Kondakg1

Director

| certify that this thesis satisfies all the requirements as a thesis for the degree of
Master of Science.

Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir
Head of Department

This is to certify that we have read this thesis and that in our opinion it is fully
adequate, in scope and quality, as a thesis for the degree of Master of Science.

Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir

Supervisor

Examining Committee Members

Assist. Prof. Dr. Nur Akkus Cakir (METU, EDS)

Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir (METU, EDS)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Giilgin Tan Sigsman (Hacettepe Uni., EBB)







I hereby declare that all information in this document has been obtained and
presented in accordance with academic rules and ethical conduct. | also
declare that, as required by these rules and conduct, | have fully cited and

referenced all material and results that are not original to this work.

Name, Last name: Eslem Ayik Sora

Signature



ABSTRACT

LEARNING COMMUNITIES IN HOMEWORK PRACTICES: AN ACTION
RESEARCH IN AN 8™ GRADE EFL CLASSROOM

Ayik Sora, Eslem
M. Sc.Program of Curriculum and Instruction
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir

January 2020, 230 pages

Homework has always been in dispute among the authorities of foreign language
education as there are numerous opinions about the characteristics of homework
practices in language classes. According to the most studies, homework is helpful
for learning in foreign language classes, however; there are only a few studies in
Turkey about homework models and their effects on students’ performance. This
study is an action research that aimed to enhance the homework performance in 8"
grade English classes by generating the understanding of Learning Communities in
a middle school setting. The study took place a semester and twenty-four 8%
graders from the same class in the 2018-2019 education year and three English
teachers participated in the study. As it is an action research, the teacher took part
in the research both as a teacher and researcher. Data were acquired through
teacher observations and teacher diary, student reflection reports, interviews with
teachers and students, and student focus-group interviews. Written documents
from the first and second semester were also utilized as data. The data were
analysed through content analysis based on emerging themes and codes and

shaped with respect to research questions. The improvement of students in terms
iv



of homework performance and academic success were assessed through
presentatios, exam results and homework checklists. All data were triangulated
and the results revealed that Learning Communities based homework contributed
to students’ homework performance and English development. Based on the
findings, it is believed that the study will demonstrate the importance of improving

homework model and promote building communities in education.

Keywords: Homework Practice, Learning Communities, Foreign Language
Development, Action Research, English Class
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ODEV UYGULAMALARINDA OGRENME TOPLULUKLARI:
8. SINIF INGILiZCE DERSINE YONELIK BiR EYLEM ARASTIRMASI

Ayik Sora, Eslem
Yiiksek Lisans, Egitim Programlari ve Ogretim

Tez Danigsmant: Prof. Dr. Cennet Engin Demir

Ocak 2020, 230 sayfa

Odev kavramu, tercih edilen yontem agisindan bircok farkli goriis olmasi sebebiyle
egitim otoriteleri arasinda her zaman tartigsmali bir konu olmustur. Egitimde 6dev
ve akademik basariyla ilgili birgok ¢alisma vardir ve bu calismalarin ¢ogu ddevin
yabanci dil derslerinde faydali bir 6grenme araci oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Fakat,
Tiirkiye’ de 6zellikle 6dev modeli ve bunun &grenci performansina etkisiyle ilgili
calismalar yok denilecek kadar azdir. Bu ¢alisma; bir ortaokulda, 8. sinif Ingilizce
derslerinde 6dev performansini 6grenme topluluklarindan yararlanarak arttirmayi
amaglayan bir eylem aragtirmasidir. Uygulama 2018-2019 Egitim 6gretim yilinda
bir dénem boyunca siirmiistir ve aym1 kurumda calisan ii¢ (N=3)ingilizce
ogretmeni ile ayni smifta egitim goren yirmi dort (N=24) 8. simif Ogrencisi
katiimc1 olarak yer almistir. S6z konusu c¢alisma bir eylem arastirmasi
oldugundan, arastirmaci siliregte hem egitmen hem de arastirmaci roliindedir.
Aragtirmanin verileri 6gretmen smif gozlem raporlart ve giinliikleri, &grenci
yansitma raporlari, yart yapilandirilmis 6gretmen ve dgrenci goriismeleri ve yari
yapilandirilmis odak grup goriismeleri yolu ile toplanmistir. Birinci ve ikinci

déneme ait sinav sonuglari ve 6dev kontrol listeleri de veri kaynagi olarak
Vi



incelenmistir. Veriler igerik analizi yOntemiyle, arastirma sorular1 kapsaminda
ortaya cikan temalar ve yapilandirilan kodlar esas alinarak analiz edilmistir.
Ogrencilerin Ingilizce gelisimi ve 6dev performans durumu, gerceklestirilen
sunumlar, siav sonuglar1 ve 6dev kontrol listeleri kullanilarak degerlendirilmistir.
Bu belgeler, calismada ayn1 zamanda veri olarak da kullanilmistir ve liggenleme
yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. Elde edilen verilerin analiz sonuglarina gore,
ogrenme topluluklari odakli 6dev modelinin 6grencilerin 6dev performansina ve
yabanct dil gelisimine katki sagladigi goriilmiistiir. Sonuglar ve Oneriler son

boliimde tartigilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Odev Uygulamasi, Ogrenme Topluluklari, Yabanci Dil

Gelisimi, Eylem Arastirmasi, Ingilizce Dersi
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The primary purpose of this study is to analyse homework practices in 8" grade
English classes and investigate whether learning communities based assignments
provide any change in students’ performance and accordingly, to ensure
redesigning of homework practices in EFL classrooms. This chapter includes the
background to the study, purpose of the study, significance of the study and

definition of terms.
1.1. Background to the Study

Nowadays, the place and importance of English education both in our country and
in the world cannot be denied. English, in most of the world, is defined as the
primary key for acquiring common language and knowledge of humanity and is
considered a crucial way of attaining the source of knowledge. Researchers also
agree that English is an intercultural communication mechanism across the globe.
In one of his studies, Kachru (1992) states that while English language was a
language spoken as a single dialect by a definite society, it has become an
international language adopted by at least one billion people. English is not only a
necessary component of education, but also it has a vital significance in tourism,
business life, academic life and even media. Administrations of countries also
attach importance on innovation and developments in foreign language education

by considering the development of English language acquisition in the world.

As a result, it is a clear fact that government authorities and decision makers in

education are aware of English language in the world and they seek the ways how



language education can attain global world standards. For this reason, English

education and competency has also gained more importance in our country.

Turkish education authorities have pursued a variety of policies to attain the same
standards with the other countries. According to Konig (1990), English language
education has for the first time become one of the vital topics in Turkish education
system in 1980s. English education started to be lectured in colleges and
universities and then, it was incorporated into high school and secondary education
programs. Eight years of English education became compulsory in 1997-1998
academic years (MoNE, 2006). Finally, the development relating to language
learning in our country was experienced in 2012-2013 academic years. The
Ministry of Education has introduced the revised language education program
regarding providing English education as from 2" grade of primary school
(MoNE, 2012).

It has been observed that learning English has become an indispensable part of
education in terms of the foregoing developments. Language learning has started
to gain a seat in basic education in parallel with English learning requirements of
individuals. For this reason, foreign language academic programs and education
policies initiate to be prepared for development of target language. In many studies
in regard to foreign language learning, key phases of language acquisition are
mentioned (Krashen & Terrel, 1983). These are observation, analysis and action.
Educators employ various educational methods for effectively integrating these
phases into learning environment in education process. Homework is one of the
most frequently used methods in education for directing the student to observe,

analyse and put into action.

Demirel (2012) states that curriculum followed in teaching process does not only
cover the school itself, regarded as a single learning environment, but also, they
are planned learning experience setups outside the school. Many planned activities
performed outside the school support teaching process. Homework practice is one
of them. In several studies dealing with academic success, homework has been

defined as activities encouraging students on research and analysis-based study

2



depending on their learning needs and directing effective study outside the school,
too (Giin, 1995).

Tan and Erdogan (2004) consider homework as an effective tool for interpreting
previous knowledge and acquiring new information as Arends (1991) defines it as
one of the ways to increase learning process and states that homework practices
ensure getting prepared to the coming class. Consequently, this allows the educator
to spend more for teaching at school. Education leaders argue that students
spending their time outside the school with academic studies and researches can

better enhance their school performances (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015).

All the teachers in Turkey take similar training in the departments of education and
homework is regarded as one of the most effective learning tools not only for
outside the school but also in the classroom (Toprak and Akboy, 1999). As a
result, several homework models should be analysed related to the adopted
approach. Educators frequently use homework method to observe whether or not
subject has been acquired, student review the lesson and to have an idea about
what can be contributed on learned knowledge (Bryan & Burnstein, 2004). It is
crucial for an educator to get information about the attainment of pre-determined
objective. Having an idea about the situation, the teacher can reshape the way that
is followed. Homework is preferred as an assessment and evaluation instrument in
foreign language classes, either. In most of the universities and the departments of
foreign language education, homework and assignment methods are covered and
the most effective way of student- tasking is discussed. Based on these points,
homework is defined as a useful way of teaching but the choice on following it

depends on the teacher (Farrow, Tymms, and Henderson, 1999).

Homework assignments are also regarded as effective tools used outside of school
borders in order for student to train. Coulter (1979) is one of the researchers
expressing homework as an effective tool. As emphasized in a study conducted by
him, Coulter states that homework practices allow students to educate and improve
themselves, give an opportunity to have a look on covered subject and encourage
them to use the acquired knowledge. Homework as a method in education has

3



become an effective part of teaching process in terms of several aspects and many
opinions regarding homework in several studies and effect of homework on
academic performance have been put forward (Demirbas, 2011; Hong, 1999;
Ustiinel, 2016). As the idea supporting that education is not provided just with an
educator in a school environment becomes widespread, homework practice issue
has become more and more important in education programs and policies. Given
the fact that learning English is a matter of national education cared gradually in
the studies and policies as indicated earlier, it is expected that homework practice
has a prominent place in English teaching program. However, homework models
used in foreign language education and effects of these practices on language
acquisition have been slightly mentioned in the studies. In particular, a
comprehensive study has not been encountered in the literature indicating
homework models appropriate for modern teaching approaches and the results
revealed by use of these models in the field of foreign language education, types of
homework to be preferred in English course and how homework assignments can

be integrated into learning process as a learning method.

Wallinger (2008) argues that assignments are seen as a crucial tool by foreign
language educators to acquire teaching and besides; revisions of covered subjects
are made possible by completing homework. Considering the result revealed in
this study, Sahin (2014) has conducted a study relating to English teachers and
homework practices and as a result of the study, it has been observed that English
teachers do not have sufficient knowledge on types and goals of homework that
they hold students responsible for. However, he has stated that preferred
homework model is of high importance for revealing desired results. Based on the
studies, it can be concluded that homework as a method of teaching and learning
should be given more importance in our country, as we are not sufficient enough in
foreign language learning, and teachers should have knowledge on homework
strategies and the model of homework that is the most effective. With that way,
homework practices may provide a better understanding and support acquisition of

target language.



Nowadays, research-oriented individuals internalizing the acquired knowledge and
intending to use it in daily life, enabling permanent learning and studying more on
it are raised instead of passive individuals in learning process and students
acquiring literal knowledge without questioning. In addition to this, students
become more willing to learn in environments where reciprocal interaction is
present instead of processes in a certain line. In environments where interaction is
supported, individual forms auto-control and self-confidence concept and
importance of these attainment for student achievement is emphasized in many
studies (Bempechat et al., 2011). The practices adopted for learning processes in
education environment where individual is present should be established by
considering the foregoing principles. In our time, education is attempted to be
removed from traditional methods and education authorities develop learning
activities accordingly. Preferred methods should allow individuals to know and
discover themselves. A¢ikgdz (2003) has stated that what is important in learning
process is individual himself and when individuals undertake its own learning
responsibility and identify their own methods and they actively engage with the
other members in learning processes, efficient learning is acquired. To achieve the
foregoing, individual should be allowed to build interaction in learning process

which is inherent to human.

Changes in sense of education have brought learning through experience into the
forefront in the field of education and the activities with collaboration have started
to gain more importance instead of traditional ways where teacher is a leader.
These practices promote very active participation and reciprocally interacted
learning rather than individual competition. According to Johnson and Johnson
(1999), when students undertake the responsibilities assigned to them in groups,
they believe that they will reach targeted learning within group by realizing their

individual goals.

Types of homework and the manner of practice show different results in various
courses. For example, the purpose of foreign language courses is language
acquisition and the assignments encouraging use of language will be more

effective for acquiring a language rather than traditional homework practices. As
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language is a tool emerging as a result of interaction and used for this purpose,
directing individual to communicate and focusing on use of language in the
assignments are of great importance. Principles of cooperative learning and
community based activities also support thinking and acting in a multiple way as

distinct from traditional teaching methods.

By way of assigning homework, students are expected to reinforce and internalize
what they have learned in English classes and even put them into practice
whenever needed. Thus, both the targeted language, a living concept, will not
remain as a theory and will be put into practice and learning will step up.
Homework tasks to be given in accordance with certain principles will encourage
use of language and will also provide communication among students. Hence,
homework practices should enhance the sense of community. As stated by Saban
(2005), individuals in the learning communities become aware of common life and
concept of unity and gain social skills. The term solidarity and being active
emerging with the modern education understanding during learning process are

also supported in the environments where learning communities exist.

As many studies on the attitude against homework and homework practices have
revealed, several problems are observed in individual homework performance. It
has been stated that the motivation of the individual in homework practices
prepared by traditional understanding is low. In the learning processes where
individual practice is adopted, the student develops positive attitude to the task
when s/he receives help from different people (Van Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al.,
2008). Interaction is a situation likely to arise as community and cooperation exist
(Crystal, 1996). As interaction and communication has become importance in the
information age, the belief that individual exists for only himself in learning
process has decreased. The language acquisition reinforced with interaction
remains stilted if homework assignments are created individual- based and with
traditional methods. However, creating an environment close to daily life for the
target language is of great importance. Homework as one of the learning methods
should also be shaped based on those aspects (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015).



Considering the conditions mentioned, it has been observed that some changes and
innovations are required to be put into action for homework practices as part of
English language teaching. When going through the previous studies carried out;
types of homework, attitudes towards homework and effects of homework on
academic achievement have been analysed thoroughly. While various studies on
homework assignments and types of homework adopted in the field of language
learning and English teaching have been found in literature, homework practices
based on learning communities in English classes or modern understandings of
homework practices or models have not been discussed broadly yet. Besides, as
the characteristics of learning communities understanding seems coherent with
modern approaches in FLE for meeting the interests and needs of new generation,
it is believed that CoL might contribute to the improvement of homework model

for English classes.

Language is a living phenomenon that cannot be stereotyped and the practices
based on traditional approach do not allow the active use of target language. As
language is an abstract system acquired by individual for establishing interaction
with individuals and communities, not for himself, interaction and interpersonal
communication cannot be ignored in foreign language learning process.
Considering the studies in the field of learning communities and collaborative
learning, the factors required for an effective language acquisition correspond to
the concepts adopted by these fields. Even though learning communities have been
discussed in many researches, the studies especially on how homework practices
are to be adapted considering learning communities and how they result in terms
of English language teaching have not been conducted so far. Based on these,
according to modern education, the examples concerning how new homework
practices can be developed have been discussed and in this context, various
opinions with respect to learning communities have been expressed. Numerous
studies claim that homework is an effective method for achieving goals in foreign
language acquisition but new models of homework practices should be adapted to
learning environment (Doyle & Barber, 1990; Giindiiz, 2005; Laconte, 1981) as

traditional approaches and related models of homework in language education are



not matching with the breakthrough in national education and foreign language
learning (Ellsasser, 2007).

1.2. Purpose of the Study

Based on the importance of homework assignments in language learning process,
the purpose of the study are to figure out the problems experienced by 8" grade
students in English homework practices and get knowledge about their ideal
homework, develop a new model of homework in order to change the situation
about students’ performance and identify the impacts of redesigned homework

model for English class.

On the basis of the purpose, the following questions guided the data collection and

data analysis of the study:

RQ. 1. What are the perceptions of teachers and students on homework practices in

English classes?
RQ. 2. How do students define ideal homework for English classes?

2.1. How can homework practices be arranged based on learning communities in

an 8" grade English class?

RQ. 3. What are the impacts of learning communities based homework on English

language learning process?
1.3. Significance of the Study

Today, English language teaching has become a critical issue for MoNE as its

importance is increasing each passing day in universal education area. With the

impact of modern understanding in language education, new teaching approaches

have been needed and FLE programs have been rearranged by authorities. Various

studies deal with methods used in language teaching and preferred learning styles

(Brown, 1972; Cooper & Mclntyre, 1998; Harmer, 1991). In many studies
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conducted on learning process, homework practices are considered as mostly
preferred method by educators, facilitating learning and allowing the
reinforcement of the information obtained. Besides, it is known that homework
practice maintains the learning process outside the school (Walberg, Paschal &
Weinstein, 1985). Examining the previous studies, the importance of homework
assignments in many areas of learning process has been mentioned, the attitude of
individuals against homework has been evaluated and its effect on various subjects
(i.e., maths, science and physical education) has been investigated in general
terms. Besides, the attitudes towards homework practice and types of homework
have also been discussed in order to reveal the relation with homework

performance.

As homework is a part of educational process, studies regarding homework
practice should be connected to educational theories in order to discover
underlying relations in the homework process (Trautwein & Koller, 2003).
Although some studies relate to the effect of English assignments on success in the
elementary level, the studies related to community based tasks are few. Besides,
being one of the new understandings in the field of education, there aren’t any
studies combining learning communities with homework performances to design a
new model of homework. Considering the effects of homework in learning
process, the problems experienced by students about English assignments should
be taken into consideration in studies. Considering the improvements in
information age and technology, it can be supposed that there should be changes in
homework styles related to the new understanding of teaching approaches.
However, the role of homework in latest adopted FLE approach has not been
mentioned thoroughly in the studies conducted in our country, as well as in

curriculum.

Although numerous studies on homework in English classes exist worldwide, the
number is insufficient to make a comment about homework practices and preferred
models in our country. Various researches have been conducted on the effects of
homework on academic performance and language learning. Despite homework is

a subject that is known for a long time in education, only a few studies are focused
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on the role of teachers in homework practice (Epstein & Van Voorhis, 2001). It is
claimed that teachers are not only responsible for assigning homework but also
deciding and designing the most effective homework model for the class. Teachers
should guide the students to design learning environments to be more creative and
successful not only at school but also outside (Reisimer, 1999). Considering that
language education can exist with interaction, it can be foreseen that learning
communities may be an effective understanding to improve homework practices in
language education process. Apart from that, it is also believed that learning
communities will promote building the sense of community which lacks in the
classroom among the students. Consequently, it will provide an interactive and
collaborative learning environment that is promoted in FLE. The present action
research aims to observe the effects of redesigned homework model on the
homework performance in 8" grade English classes especially by creating learning
communities and ensure collaboration during homework practices and form an
opinion on the rearrangement of homework practices and the implementation of
CoL oriented homework in language classes. Furthermore, the placement of new
homework model in language education program might also be discussed.
Consequently the findings of the study might contribute Engish language teachers
in improving their homework strategies and practices. Besides, it might give idea
for decision makers to identify the preferred homework model in curriculum and

also provide an example in the field about learning communities in EFL classes.
1.4. Definition of Terms

The terms that are defined in this chapter correspond to the following meanings in

the study:

Communities of Learning: The terms learning communities and communities of

learning is used interchangeably during the research.

Homework: A task or a practice that includes practice, preparation, extension and
creativity (Lee & Pruitt, 1979) which is assigned to students by school teachers
(Cooper, 1989).
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Learning communities: It is a group of students who have common academic
goals, shared interests, or common backgrounds. Once placed in a community,
students often take common courses to help establish academic support amongst

the group (Klamma et al., 2005; Laverick, 2018).
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CHAPTER 2

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

In this chapter, the conceptual framework and relevant studies regarding foreign
language education, the role of homework in language education and learning

communities are discussed.

2.1. Foreign Language Education

Human has always been defined as a living being that is open to innovation and
development since ancient times. Human trying to keep up with firstly his
surroundings and then the entire universe is in need of educating himself and
learning new things as he develops which is possible with interaction (Bochner &
Jones, 2003). The current century is called “information age” due to fact that
information has become easily accessible and extendable. With the fast changes
and developments in science, technology and especially communication that has a
global impact; every society realized the need of education to become
knowledgable (Ornstein & Hunkins, 2004). Ekin (1997) states that the features
required to be obtained by individual living in the information age are being active
and effective, showing success in human relations and being open to learning,
which are provided with a common language. Language needs communication and
interaction to maintain and develop its formation. Communication considered as
the key to reach information, and language, a tool used, are necessary in order for
people to understand one another. Since this key opening the door of
communication slightly is a part of society, it is directly related to cultural
formation. Therefore, authorities attach importance to language and look for ways
to communicate with other communities to catch the time. As a result, the need of

a common language of the world has become inevitable (Rohde, 1996).
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The improvements in the world and the interactions among socieities revealed the

need of a common language which is defined with the following:

The trend towards globalization and internationalization has increased the importance

of being competent in communicating with people of different cultural backgrounds

(Fritz, Moéllenberg & Chen, 2002, p. 1).
Interaction is an activity in the nature of language, occurring with the language
phenomenon (Bee & Boyd, 2009). Interaction is a means of communication
formed in a healthier way when gathering around a common language happening
reciprocally. That the nations are in interaction with one another has a critical
importance in terms of today’s policy and development. To adopt a common
language to establish intersocietal communication has now become a necessity in
the world globalizing increasingly. Hence, English is defined as the target
language preferred to ensure communication among different cultures (Crystal,
1996; Graddol, 2007) as being the most widespread language (Coleman, 2010). As
an example, according to the latest study conducted by United Nations, about 1.7
billion people are non- native speakers of English language which is defined as a
common tool of interaction with different societies (Candel- Mora, 2015). Council
of Europe (2001) has stated that foreign language acquisition is a tool in
communication and plays a significant role on attaining success in each field by
following the national education policies in language education, eliminating the
prejudices by developing cooperation among people, and facilitating the activities
and communication among individuals with different languages. Similarly, in the
study conducted by Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (2014), it
has been stated that English is the most common language used for establishing

communication among those with a different mother language.

Kachru (1996) defines English language as 'Lingua Franca', that is to say, a bridge
language and considers it as a means of communication covering a very large area.
Nowadays, English language does not exist only as mother language of a specific
society but also a target language of knowledge acquisition and transfer and as a
result, particular importance is given to language education. English as foreign

language having an effect on each area from academic to intellectual life, from
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business life to social environment is considered as a social tool required for all
nations. While Crystal (1996) points out that almost all of the scientific articles are
written in English, Truchot (2002) emphasizes that English has also become
widespread in business as international companies prefer Englisg to communicate.
According to Selinker and Lakshamanan, (1992), the second language skill
depends on the common development of mother language and target language. At
this point, if new language being acquired is not supported by mother language, it
causes fossilization and poses great challenge to educators. Therefore, “the most
accurate and permanent” way in language education should be decided based on
the expectations, formations and requirements of the societies in order to prevent

drawbacks.

As English as a foreign language gained importance in various fields of human
life, people felt the need to acquire it. Thus, English has become a part of
education policies of various countries and took a place in education programs
(Truchot, 2002). This situation paved the way for different methods and approach
in foreign language teaching in order to promote effective learning. As previously
stated, the societies trying to catch the era and follow the developments should
meet in a common language when it is necessary, which should be ensured with
education policies. Language development and interaction directly concerns with
the aspect of communication. Communication requires the participation of both
sides in today's leading education system (Altintag, 2000). On the contrary, in a
system adopting unilateral communication, active use of language is eliminated,
which prevents interaction. The studies conducted on language learning show that
instead of individual-based traditional approaches, the language education taking
care of the needs of individuals, catching the era and going beyond the theoretical
information gained importance and revealed some requirements to occur. For this
reason, the states give particular importance to make new regulations and shape
their education programs in order to increase quality in language education. In
recent years, the most prominent situation in the field of foreign language
education is the communicative competence of language. Saraswathi (2004, p. 69)
explains the principles of the communicative competence in foreign language
education in the following way:
14



- The communicative competence of language learners should be developed in
foreign language education.
- Teachers are there to facilitate learning and to guide their classroom activities.

- Learners in the learning process are the founders of communication using the
language. They ensure active participation and undertake roles.

Coleman (2010) emphasized the contribution of learning English on individual and
social development and stated that language ensures communicative competence
and accessibility to society. Similar to that, existence of communication in
language learning process is mentioned by the authorties as one of the requested
achievements in most of the studies about FLE (Brooks & Brooks, 1993; Castle,
2004; Giines, 2012). The requirement to address language in terms of
communicative aspect is mentioned nearly in each current study related to foreign
language education. This situation is the same in our country. Language
acquisition that is one of the matters emphasized by education authorities for years
has become a vital case as Turkey gets closer to modern education standards and
the desire of keeping step with other societies increases. For this reason, quality is
at the forefront in language education and developments are encouraged in FLE as
all borders are tend to be removed as a result of globalized world.

2.1.1. Foreign Language Education at Secondary Level in Turkey

Educational policies of our country in the republic period were created mostly on
reading and writing and it was not possible to mention foreign language and
language education policies in the times when Turkey has almost no interaction
with other nations (Oral, 2010). After the developments in relationships with
different cultures and countries, a shared language for communication became a
must for our country, either. Foreign language education provides information
about innovations in educational sciences and various societies (Ozoglu, 1983).
With the improvements in much of the world, English education has gained
importance relatedly. Therefore, foreign language teaching programs become one
of the isssues that is often discussed and attempted to be improved in Turkish
education system (Celebi, 2006). As highlighted in various studies, (Jawarskowa
& Porte, 2007) countries have started to adopt international communication

together with changing borders and have implemented various policies for

15



ensuring the interaction. This situation enhanced improvements also in our country
(Dogancay- Aktuna, 1998). As the West and European countries became the voice
of the world and Turkey has achieved standards in line with its objectives,
communicating with these nations became inevitable. Foreign language education
policies have revealed significant breakthroughs and reforms in since those years.
One of the examples can be pointed as young learners started to learn English at

schools as a foreign language.

With the study on the situation and functions of English education in Turkey, it is
revealed that English is not widely used as a tool of communication among people,
which actually demonstrates one of the deficiencies in foreign language teaching
process (Dogangay-Aktuna, 1998). A study was conducted with the teachers to
identify the issues experienced in foreign language education in Turkey and it
described one of the problems of language education in our country as follows:
The questions posed in assignment and examinations to the students during
English teaching are multiple-choice questions examining grammar mostly. This
approach prevents motivation of the student and functional use of the language
(S.U. Education Reform Initiative Education Monitoring Report, 2013). Based on
such issues, it can be said that FLE needs improvement in terms of the components
of education program.

Various studies conducted in our country referring education reforms and the
impacts of them on FLE process pointed out that the maxiumum change was
observed in 1997, by changing the beginning level of foreign language learning to
4™ grade. Besides being an important tool of achieving career opportunities and
information, foreign language education programs have been reshaped upon
formation of the concept of European Union in Turkey and English education
permanently took its place in national education with the ‘Regulation on Foreign
Language Education and Training of the Ministry of National Education’ (MoNE,
2006). With respect, MoNE aimed to introduce students with English earlier to
make them familiarised with target language (Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017).
Even the study stated that it was the biggest change in FLE in Turkey; it also

mentioned other improvements that influenced education programs. In 2005, the
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numbers of English classes were increased in middle schools and in 2012, foreign
language education became compulsory in Turkish education system starting from
the level of 2" grade. Besides, the renewed curriculum of 8" graders focused on
interaction in target language and pointed out the main aim as understanding and
communicative language teaching of English (MoNE, 2012). Upon the decision
taken by MOoNE, it has been decided that English language education will be
provided from 2" grade starting from 2014-2015 academic year (Board of
Education and Discipline, 2013) and positive feedbacks were started to be
acquired. Likewise, with the same decision, the number of courses was increased
in middle school and high school English language education programs and
elective foreign language courses were included into education programs. Thanks
to the developments in education system, foreign language teaching environment

has been reshaped (Board of Education and Discipline, 2013).

Accordingly, some considerations have been stated based on the Principles of
Common European Framework for Languages in relation to the learning
environment. Looking through the statements, it is underlined that as English
language shows parallel development with its use, it should be promoted to benefit
from the target language in an authentic way other than learning environment.
Moreover, language should be considered multi-lateral and its improvement
should be supported by following various teaching methods in order to correspond
to the nature of human (European Commission, 2007). Considering these points,
some principles have been created in relation to learning environment by MoNE in
conjunction with the development of policies in language education. The most
emphasized points were that communication is attempted with target language,
new information is obtained by using English and errors are automatically noticed
and corrected within flow rather than authority and acquired skills are effectively
used outside the class (European Commission, 2007). It is emphasized that English
language is not just a theoretical knowledge and language learning should be
realized in an environment where its use is encouraged. As teaching approaches
adopted in language teaching at secondary level and practices are preceded with
individual focus, acquired language has remained limited in terms of development
considering the fact that language exists with interaction in FLE. Still, the desired
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level of English language education is not reached despite the reforms in the area
that is a phenomenon for years. For this reason, new solutions are being attempted
to be found out by authorities that both encompass teacher training and renewal of

methods in language education program.

According to Glineyli and Demirel (2006), language education requires functional
use and permanence of learned language is ensured with reciprocal interaction
other than individual-based education. In addition to this, as language is described
as a living phenomenon that is required to be kept active it should be developed by
ensuring the use among individuals and societies other than maintaining and
exhibiting it like an individual learning outcome. Middle school level is a period
individuals get aware that they live in a society and everyone depends on each
other to interact. For this reason, communities in language education programs,
group motivation and collaboration should be prioritized and each practice should
be regulated accordingly in language process (Szapkiw, 2009). As mentioned in
many studies, getting information for adapting to the era is of utmost importance
and the shortest way to reach the knowledge depends on education. Specific
programs and methods should be complied with for a proper process and
requirements should be satisfied. Despite the importance given to FLE in Turkish
educational system, students fail to accomplish foreign language skills.
Methodologies that are implemented are also considered one of the factors in
language learning (Karahan, 2007). Acquisition of target language in current
constructivist education approach is a phenomenon that can be achieved with
interaction. Learning is a process that occurs by forming ideas and defending
them, focusing on problem and exchanging ideas with the other individuals,
aiming at problem solving and active participation (Patall et al., 2008). Learning
process should not be seen as mechanical development limited with a certain

environment, time or person.

In a study about foreign language education in secondary schools in Turkey, Geng
(2004) introduced the program of foreign language education, the number of the
lessons, curriculum and materials used in the process. Previous studies about these

points are investigated during the research and it is concluded from the study that
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foreign language education is not only teaching another language but also it is
important for the student to live the language and get to know how to use it and
realize the differences in terms of cultures and society. The study claimed that by
the way of these, the student becomes more willing to acquire a new language,
which is very important in language learning. In various studies about foreign
language learning, motivation is also considered as one of the factors in the
process (Dornyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford, 1995; Ellis, 2007). Based on their
study about language learnng potential of highschool students, Stansfield and
Winke (2008) revealed that providing a high motivation on the students promotes
foreign language learning, which depends on the methods and practices during

teaching process.

With the influence of ever-increasing popularity of English education, the studies
on learning English gained importance and are increasingly rising depending on
new-era. Teaching programs are also developed in conjunction with presenting
new approaches and methods and as a result of this, adopted practices and learning
methods have also undergone changes (Giileg, 2014). Examples for that include
teaching aids, followed practices and homework methods. According to Demirel
(2012), learning is a process that should be maintained not only at school but also
outside the school. The student should be involved with activities related to the
acquired knowledge in order for the process outside the school to be maintained
and should add new knowledge over them. Especially, education process that is
kept active entails interest and follow-up outside the course. One of the most
effective ways to maintain control is homework practices. This method has existed
and continues to exist in each process where education programs are implemented.
Therefore, sutiable comprehension of homework applications and their effective
use are considered important by most authorities. Once appropriate and effective
use of education concept of era are met, homework assignments that are strong and
permanent language applications have always attained a place in education process
owing to the fact that individual reinforce what is learned (Sallee and Rigler,
2008). Homework as a learning method in FLE will be discussed later in this

section.
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2.2. Homework as a Teaching-Learning Method

Beliefs about homework have changed over time. While homework is a primary
method used for rendering learning and teaching process effective for some
instructors today, before 20" century, society thought that homework disciplined
the mind. Assignments are defined in many ways by researchers in the relevant
studies.In general terms, homework can be expressed each of tasks given by

teacher in learning process.

While Tan and Erdogan (2004) express homework as the studies requested by
teacher, they point out that homework is an effective tool for adding meaning to
previous knowledge and acquiring new information. Cooper, Valentine and
Lindsay (1999) consider assignment as an activity developing responsibility and
independent personal characteristics of learning individual, engaging family into
education, ensuring exhibition of positive behaviour against the product obtained
with accomplishment of children. Homework practice is also emphasized as a non-
class activity created for the purpose of maintaining working environment where
students are engaged and developing their studies by going into details (Swanson,
2001). Homework as a learning method is an opportunity for the learner to acquire
a skill or conduct further training and practice on the subject. (Association of
American Publisher, 1989) Papandreu (1991) defines homework as the most useful
and commonly learning method realized outside the class. However, there are also
numerous studies that consider homework not only a method but also a tool to

reinforce learning.

As being stated in most of the studies assignments are practces being followed for
reinforcing new information and reflecting study habit of student irrespective of
whether they are prepared inside or outside the school (Kiigiikkahmet, 2004).
Homework practices can be defined slightly different in terms of both students and
teachers (Yapici, 1995). Homework regarded as a frequently referred teaching
technique by teacher is a strong way of supporting learning in terms of student. In
other words, homework can be defined as an alternate way for both teaching and
learning. While considering the definitions on homework practice it can be stated
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that homework is associated with many aspects of education process. Homework
activities followed as both individually and group-oriented ensure that students
transfer acquired knowledge into their lives by making use of it, reinforcing and
sharing acquired knowledge, gaining problem solving skills and responsibility,
rendering learning continuous and active, comprehending individual differences

and gaining awareness of community especially with group-oriented assignments.

Considering the fact that assignments are actions that can take part in every
moment of education process, that this application is included in education
programs and is created in line with its purpose has become a crucial aspect in
education policies. Cooper and Valentine (2001) indicate that even very little
homework has an impact on self-control and academic achievement of students
especially at primary and secondary level. While the theories on foreign language
education in secondary school are investigated, the role of homework is often

emphasized by authorities (A¢ikgoz, 1993; Ulutas and Dinger, 2003).

That homework plays a crucial role in education and teaching process has led to
the need for doing research about homework practices. Discussions have been
maintained concerning the impact of homework in students’ success and attitude
of individuals towards homework practice. The fact that homework practice has
been studied mostly from certain aspects has led to ignorance of different
perspectives of homework. Even if there is no sufficient research and source in
regard to homework practice and methods especially in our country, the term has
gained a seat in Turkish Education System and has become a technique that is
utilized throughout teaching process. Considering the impact of assignment
applications in this process, it can be stated that planned and conscious formation
of homework can have effect on learning. Therefore, it can be said that academic
studies relating to homework practice that are enhanced in parallel with modern
education approaches are required in our country. After going over the studies
related to homework practice, it is clear that homework fosters language learning

but the preferred model or type plays an important role in taking advantage of it.
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2.2.1. Homework and Academic Achievement

The impact of homework on academic achievement is one of the leading topics
among the studies relating to homework practice. The importance of homework in
education has been stated almost in all studies conducted in regard to homework
activities and relationship between academic achievement and homework

performance has been investigated.

Student achievement has always been an important criterion in terms of parents,
teacher and school administration. For this reason, all kinds of applications that
can boost academic achievement in education process should be evaluated.
Homework method is one of the main practices associated with academic
achievement in learning-teaching process (Collier, 2007). Many studies dealing
with academic achievement and homework practices reached different conclusions
and the reason for this is thought to be several variables (i.e., types, models,
methods and approaches) in education process. For example, as the results of the
studies conducted in regard as to whether or not assignments are effective in
education process may vary; they have not yielded consistent results. The reason
for this can be defined as the presence of several factors in homework process
(Muijs and Reynolds, 2001). Again in a research conducted in the USA, the
relationship between academic performance and homework has been examined
(Cooper, Robinson, and Patall, 2006). When analysing the findings, it was found
out that the relationship between homework and academic success depends on the
age level of participants. Smilarly, there might be various factors effecting

homework performance of individuals which should be taken into consideration.

Many studies have been conducted claiming that homework practice has a positive
effect on academic achievement (Akin, 1998; Demirel, 1989; Wetzel et al., 1991).
Demirel (1989) states that the results reached through evaluation of homework
performance show a relationship with the grades of students in the institutions of
the Ministry of National Education. For this reason, significance of homework
practices should be explained to teacher and student and its impact on education
process should be emphasized. Some of the studies associating homework with
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academic achievement are the studies conducted by using control group (Walberg
et al., 1985; Cooper, 1989; Cooper, Valentine and Lindsay, 1999; Dettmers et al.,
2009). While a group of students is assigned in the aforesaid studies, homework
practices are not referred in teaching process to the other group. The studies being
mentioned revealed that assigned group has higher academic achievement when
compared with non-assigned student group and meaningful learning occurred at
higher rate. Supporting homework practices in learning process, Cooper, Valentine
and Lindsay (1999) summarized the positive aspects of homework assignments in
his study investigating the effect of homework on achievement and underlined that
homework practices are effective in developing positive attitude against school the
sense of responsibility and independent leaerning of student. Basides, thanks to the
assignments, the students adopt the idea that learning can continue outside the
class. In parallel with the study conducted by Cooper, Valentine and Lindsay
(1999), Yiicel (2004) underlined the place of homework and the intended purposes
of it in education process and stated that homework helps to gain the ability to plan
and establish communication, benefit from acquired language and sources.
Besides, it is expressed that thanks to homework, the students learn collaboration
and look to the topics from different aspects and they start to consult and discuss.
They also do research, ask for help and enjoy learning.

As can be understood from the objectives set out in the related literature,
homework should not be defined only as a personal task required to be fulfilled by
an individual. Instead, with the effect of modern approaches of education, its
contribution towards both individuals and student communities sharing the same
objectives should be emphasized. Also, considering the defined goals, it can be
said that with homework can give perspective to student in the issue of personal
skill and social understanding other than theoretical knowledge. One of the
important criteria in order to achieve the goals with homework is the quality and
comprehension of assigned task. At this point, the teacher should be aware of what
he has intended with the assignment given and should observe whether it has

contribution to learning.
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Kapikiran and Kiran (1999) has determined 3™ grade students who are in the same
class as working group for investigating the relationship between homework and
academic achievement. After dividing the class into three different groups, no
assignment is given for one of them while another one is assigned to complete
research based work. The last group was responsible for completing homework
based on repetition and details. The findings did not reveal a significant
relationship between academic achievement and homework assignment in any of
the groups. Thus, it can be concluded that there might be other factors having a
role in abovementioned relationship. Based on the study, homework as a learning
method shapes with various elements and characteristics and homework practices

should be analysed in details including style, model or scope.

Hence, many studies arguing that homework has an impact on academic success
focus on learning styles, interest and individual skills of students. Hughes et al.
(2002) have noted that the educators arguing that assignment should be present in
education process have associated academic achievement with doing homework.
The main reason is that students exhibit their skills while doing homework, realize
their learning styles, and discover their skills and thus, they add new information
on the acquired knowledge. Assignments are also effective in revealing learning
styles of individuals. Homework is an effective learning method especially for the
students adopting searching and discovery learning. With the entrance to the new
era in current education, learners are interested in research and making an effort by
using various methods. That should be taken into consideration in newly
developed homework practices. Homework not intended for needs and interests of
student may cause developing a negative attitude against learning process (Yapici,
1995). That students determine a path as to their own learning styles and are
involved with homework in parallel with adopted learning style directly affect
academic achievement. As a result, if homework assignments are given based on
individuals’ learning styles they are quite effective on academic achievement
(Lenehan et al., 1994).

Xu (2009) claims that assignments attracting the attention of student and

appropriate for contemporary education policies and approaches of our time
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reinforce learning and as a result of this, they affect academic achievement. In
addition to this, that homework is related with the next course and enables students
to use and develop what they have learned increases the motivation against
completing homework and this contributes academic achievement as a result
(Elsasser, 2007). Doubtlessly, all the works contribute to maintain new learnings.
Hughes et al. (2002) argue that homework practice is an integral part of education
and has an effective role in academic achievement. Homework encourages
students to discover their talents and even reveal new information by
implementing their own skills. Reaching information on one’s own directly affects
student’s view of learning. Walberg (1984) argues that assignments yield positive
results in school success in especially at the field of social sciences if new

approaches in homework practices direct student to be active in process.

Some of the studies conducted in relation to homework practice in education argue
that the effect of homework on academic achievement may vary based on learner’s
grade level. Cooper (1989) performed an experimental study whether or not the
relationship between student’s academic achievement and homework practice
changes as to the grade level and came up with the following results: a) There is an
achievement increase at the rate of 4% in primary level, b) at the rate of 12% in
secondary school and c) at the rate of 24% in high school after giving homework.
When the effect of homework on academic achievement is compared, even if
homework practices show an impact at high school level, Cooper (2001) argues
that homework is crucial in each level and notes that homework assignments
contribute developing positive behaviour against school and developing the notion
that learning can be realized not only in school but also outside (Marzano et al.,
2001).

Many studies in relation to the effects of homework on students’ achievement
were conducted from different perspectives. Even if there are studies in relation to
academic achievement and homework in Turkey, no extended results have been
obtained from most of the studies. Besides, studies do not map out a certain route
in terms of foreign language education process. Akin (1998) argues that homework

has increased academic success in his study being conducted in primary school
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level. The study was performed by applying a questionnaire to the teachers of 5™
class. The questionnaire got data about the teachers’ perceptions on homework and
academic success and there were not any data provided by the students about their
opinions and perceptions of homework. The results of the study were not sufficient
enough to make a conclusion as there were only the answers of questionnaires for
teachers. However, without opinions of students, the study cannot represent

sufficient results.

Based on the study conducted by Cooper (1989), Kapikiran and Kiran (1999)
investigated the effect of homework assignment on academic achievement of 3™
graders. While no assignment is given to a group in the study, the other group was
responsible for a small amount of homework and the last one was assigned with a
large amount of homework. After a while, students took a post-test on Maths and
no significant difference has been observed in academic achievement after
comparing the results with previous tests. Ozben (2006) conducted a similar study
on the secondary level students. In the study where the effect of Science
homework on academic achievement is examined, it has been stated that
homework is a factor enhancing student achievement. Review of the topics and
related activities as homework practice make learning permanent and increase
academic achievement (Ozben, 2006). The following inference can be made by
considering the two studies conducted in different grade levels: Both of the studies
dealing with the impact of homework on academic achievement in terms of grade
level and the amount of homework revealed different results. One of the factors
that cause discrepancy on results might be about the subjects. As Cooper (1989)
conducted his research on Maths class, Ozben (2006) preferred Science. These
differences prevent us to make generalization about the impact of homework on

academic achievement in language classes.

A great part of the studies on homework practices in literature are conducted as a
result of encountering problems in homework performance. Kriesberg (1996) who
is also a teacher noted that he has some conflicts with his students regarding
homework and resorted to some methods to overcome the situation. Having

attempted various methods for motivating the students in the issue of completing
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their assignments, the researcher observed that successful results have been
obtained when they do their homework within collaboration outside home. It has
been observed that students complete their assignments outside home (i.e.,
laboratories, educational institutes, cafes or libraries) in motivated and efficient
manner. The results of the study indicates that completing homework with groups
of friends increases cooperation and saves time in learning process by acquiring
new information from one another. Besides increasing homework performance, the
mentioned method of homework enhanced academic achievement. Based on this
study it can be concluded that homework which is suitable for the needs of

learners and modern approaches increase academic achievement.

As numerous studies claim that there is a positive relationship between homework
and academic success, there are also studies arguing that there is no relation
between the two aspects. According to Muijs and Reynolds (2001), there isn’t any
relationship between academic achievement and homework practice and argue that
excessive homework affects academic achievement negatively. In the studies of
Trautwein and Koller (2003) investigating the effects of frequency of homework
and its amount on student achievement, it is noted that assignment given
periodically affects student achievement positively but a large amount of
homework and spending long time on completing it have no contribution in
learning. In addition to this, homework that has no purpose leads to student’s
exhibiting an unwilling manner against homework and this situation inhibits
contribution to academic achievement (Marzano et al., 2001). Moreover, when
homework is assigned under the name of punishment, it decreases homework
performance of the student (Kellough, 1997). In the study that Vruwink and Otto
(1987) investigated the effect of homework on the grades of end of term exams,
they compared the groups to which various assignments have been given with the
groups having no assignment and it is noted that assignments have no effect on the

grades of end of term exams and thus, on academic achievement.

Considering the studies conducted in relation to the academic achievement,
different results can be obtained about homework practice. However, it can be

stated in general that homework practices provide learning skills that might turn
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into an outcome for the learner. Besides, it is stated that homework improves
personal and social responsibility and decision mechanism (Cooper, 2001).
Considering the studies on homework as a method and the effects of homework on
academic achievement, various ideas come out. There are studies arguing that
homework has positive effect on academic achievement and there are studies
emphasizing that giving homework does not have contribution to academic

achievement.

Based on the studies conducted in the field, it can be said that employing
homework assignments in education does not have any adverse effect on student
achievement. However, at this point the quality, purpose and the amount of
homework, its matching with modern education approaches, appeal to modern
understandings in learning and associating with newly learned subject are of
utmost importance for student. Even thoughts of authorities and individuals
involved in education process regarding homework have changed several times
throughout history, it has been emphasized in many studies that homework as a
method reinforces what has been learned in education, develops sense of
responsibility, enhances interpersonal interaction and helps an individual realize
himself and community he is engaged in (Babadogan, 1990; Cooper, 1984; Epstein
and Van Voorhis, 2001). For this reason, it is stated in education programs that
assignments suitable for adopted approach should be developed and is pointed out
that assignment will always get involved in education-teaching process.
Considering the significant points while giving assignment, it is important to
prefer homework styles putting student in a centre, compatible with interests of
individual, enabling student to reach knowledge by his own efforts and developing
responsibility (Kose, 2013; North & Pillay, 2002). While new policies are being
regulated in education, as the effect of homework practice on academic
achievement cannot be disregarded, designing homework coherent with modern
education approaches and the community where learning occurs should not be also

forgotten.
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2.2.2. Types and Models of Homework

Homework is described as a learning experience frequently preferred by educators
and educational institutions in teaching process. For this reason, homework
concept is emphasized in studies and education policies. The studies conducted on
homework examine the concept from many aspects and focus on different
components of homework practices. Studies conducted in relation to homework
practices raise ideas about homework types or preferred models. It is likely to
come across different classifications for types of homework in various sources.
Even these classifications vary depending on the study; they show similarities in
terms of definition. In the field of educational studies, Lee and Pruit (1979)
categorized the types of homework as follows: practice, preparation, creative and
extension. Again, in another classification in the literature, types of homework are
expressed as practice assignments, preparation assignments, formative assignments
and integrative assignments (Connors, 1992; Doyle and Barber, 1990). Practice
assignments are given for making learning permanent and implementing and
transferring it into life (Doyle and Barber, 1990). Through these assignments,
students transfer the acquired knowledge into their lives by way of reinforcement
and make it permanent by practicing. Preparation assignments are given for
making the student ready for the course in the following process. In this way,
student gets familiar with the forthcoming topic and realization of learning will be
facilitated (Lee and Pruit, 1979). Formative assignments enable the students to
move forward with the knowledge they acquire. The acquired knowledge features
in revealing a new idea. According to Laconte (1981), formative assignments
enable the student to add new knowledge considering the knowledge that the
student acquired and, in this way, they contribute to develop lateral thinking and
creativity. Integrative assignments are the assignments completed by student's
integrating the acquired knowledge with different skills. Extensive assignment
applications (i.e., project paper or term paper) are considered as integrative
assignments. Students integrate the acquired knowledge with their own skills in
integrative assignments. In this way, individuals aim to reveal new information by
using the acquired knowledge. As it can be concluded from literature, types of
homework are classified mostly in terms of content. There aren’t any
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classifications of homework types based on a particular education approach or a
homework method.

Traditional and individual based homework practices are defined in
aforementioned types of homework. Dividing homework into different types in
terms of individual’s aim and the targeted information can be useful in some
points. However, this classification and preferred type of homework may not yield
the same result for each course. Adopted learning approaches that are suitable for
the course should also be taken into consideration. For this reason, different types
and methods of homework in parallel with modern education approaches are
discussed. Newly adopted approach in FLE is based on social responsibilities by
considering the needs of an individual and modern understanding of education
(Arslan, 2007). New learning approaches develop homework in terms of quality,

content and aim which also promotes the performance to complete the tasks.

Johnson and Johnson (1999) classify learning experiences and accordingly, scopes
of assignment in three groups as competition based, individual learning based and
cooperation based. Communities-based assignments have become mostly preferred
in learning processes that promote cooperation. These types of assignments are
developed parallel with modern understanding of language education as they
represent common charactristics. Negative attitudes of individuals against
traditional homework practices create the need for new methods of homework that
take interaction and the sense of being a society to forefront (Trautwein & Liidtke,
2009). Community of learners is one of the modern understandings in
constructivist teaching (Hord, 2009). This understanding promotes cooperation
and the sense of being a community around a common purpose. Even if the studies
relating learning communities are one of the prominent issues in recent times in
the field of education, the studies regarding especially how this understanding
might reshape homework practices and create new models of homework for FLT
have not been handled yet. When considered that the sense of community and
interpersonal interaction are important in each field in today’s education system,
all the components of learning should be organized accordingly. Learning

communities and group-oriented homework practices try to make individual aware
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of community and homework methods are created according to that idea (Rovai,
2002). In this context every student is responsible for the success of the
community. Everyone has a common goal and they try to reach this goal together.
They fulfil both their duties as an individual and also they aim to contribute to the
members of community. The ultimate goal is to reach social awareness and acquire
knowledge by providing interaction. As a result, as the students are in search for
the sense of belonging a society rather than experience the process on their own,
community as a sense has become important especially for the instructors and

educational psychologists (Pretty et al., 1994).

Slavin (1987) has determined that assignments provide much more contribution
for achievement when they promote cooperation compared with individual and
competition-based assignments. Besides, students complete their assignments
more properly if the assignments are completed with a group. The tendency in
acting with group and fulfilling tasks within cooperation has always been present
in the societies where humans live together (Johnson and Johnson, 1999). Instead
of traditional approaches in education, interpersonal learning, cooperation and
community based studies are given importance especially in the studies conducted
in social sciences in our country. Although learning and socialization are
addressed in several education studies and new programs are designed based on
the chracteristics of constructivisim, especially learner communities based
education and related homework practices are not analysed in terms of English
education. As traditional learning methods lost their significance with the modern
understanding in education, new ideas have been suggested. As a result, all
elements of education process need a change coherent with the new improvements.
Homework practices that are also a part of education process should keep up with
modern approaches by becoming more interactive, communicative, community-
oriented and open to cooperation. Considering the definitions relating to types and
models of homework and studies conducted, it can be said that homework
practices should be developed in regard to new education trends and interests of

individuals and society.
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2.2.3. Attitudes towards Homework

Attitude can be defined as opinions and emotions of an individual showing
continuity in relation to any phenomenon. Ozgiiven (2005) defines attitude as
readiness to the behaviour of accepting or rejecting an object, person, group or
thought of an individual. Attitude arises from the decision of an individual.
Tavsancil (2002) argues that an individual does not acquire attitude innately
against a phenomenon, rather, it is acquired with experience. For this reason, he
states that psychological reasons underlie in the background of human attitudes.
Singh, Granville and Dika (2002) state that beside cognitive characteristics,
students’ affective aspects play also an active role in learning, for this reason,
attitude should be considered in education process. The relationship of affective
characteristics with achievement as well as cognitive characteristics is emphasized
in many studies. Attitude, one of the affective characteristics of individual, is
essential in education as attitudes of individuals in learning experience are

observed in details.

2.2.3.1. Attitudes of Teachers

Both teachers’ and students’ attitude against assignment has a key role in
homework performance (Eilam, 2001). As teachers’ opinions about homework are
generally positive, the studies are mostly conducted about the problems they
experience in homework practices. According to many studies, instructors claim
that homework practices motivate learners in learning process and acquisition of
new information. As a result, the learner reaches the objectives in time (Ulutas and
Dinger, 2003). Assignments are frequently used as self-confidence boosting tool
by teachers. In this point it is important that the teacher is aware of interests and
abilities of students and the tasks are designed accordingly. As well as developing
individual skills, assignment applications may promote social consciousness,

social experience and solidarity based on type of homework adopted by teacher.

Connors (1992) argues that the attitude of teacher towards homework affects the

attitude of student. To give an example, the idea indicating that much homework
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given by teacher increases achievement of student may lead to developing negative
attitude against the course and homework. For this reason, it is claimed that the
attitude of the teacher relating the amount of homework is quite important in
development of students’ attitude. Similarly, Farrow et al., (1999) argue that
attitude of student towards assignments is partially parallel with attitude of teacher.
Teacher is supposed to plan assignments well and consider the need and interests
of student and class. It is argued that this attitude of teacher will allow student to
develop more positive attitude against assignment. Shubert (2004) emphasizes that
teachers frequently prefer homework that they consider as a useful tool to enhance
learning in education process and at this point, they are supposed to explain the
students that homework is a good learning strategy in the process. With this way, it

is expected students have positive attitudes towards homework.

Another fact that increases the function of homework is that the teacher’s attitude
corresponds to modern understanding of education. In other terms, homework
should catch up with the current time so that it attracts students’ attention and
encourage them to use their skills (Corno, 2000). If the teacher takes a positive
attitude towards homework that attracts students’ interest and supports interaction,
this situation allows students to utilize new knowledge and reinforces the sense of
community while completing homework (Epstein and Van Voorhis, 2001).

Concerning the attitudes towards homework, it is expressed that the attitude of
teacher towards homework should be equal for every student in certain homework
(Cooper et al., 1999). In the contrary situation, student might show negative
attitudes towards homework. As stated previously, with the new approaches in
education, students should be aware of community instead of isolating themselves
during learning process and should develop the understanding of coming together
for the same purpose and become aware of each other. Based on the results of a
study about homework attitudes of teachers in our country, it has been stated that a
vast majority of primary school teachers employ homework as teaching method
and a way of revision (Hizmet¢i and Oflazoglu, 2006). Teachers’ attitude towards
homework affects the quality of it (Wiesenthal, Cooper, Greenblatt, & Marcus,

1997). Also, it has been observed that the teachers deal with the completion of
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homework rather than the performance of students which actually causes

inefficacy in practice.

One of the elements affecting homework attitudes of teachers is the place of
homework in curriculum (Wiesenthal et al., 1997). It can be concluded that
education policies attaching importance on homework enhance positive attitudes
towards performing it. Homework assignments are always part of education
process in education policies and regulations published in our country and it is
emphasized managing homework practices by teacher is useful in learning.
However, there are contradictions in terms of homework attitudes that might be the
result of preferred homework models in learning process. After the literature is
reviewed, numerous studies can be found about the attitudes towards homework
(Brock et al., 2007). Based on the studies conducted, it is observed that teachers
develop a positive attitude towards homework practice in general. Moreover, it can
be stated that their attitude determines the quality of homework, the preferred
method and finally, attitude of student. In particular, developments in the field of
foreign language education and providing permanent learning take place through
interaction. Interaction occurs only when there is cooperation in learning
environment that also needs the sense of community. Therefore, foreign language
teachers should prefer homework requiring interaction and communication and
develop a positive attitude towards homework based on community and group-

oriented tasks in language classes.

2.2.3.2. Attitudes of Students

The importance of homework in education process has been always controversial
issue. Studies examining contribution of homework to academic development have
considered the attitudes of students towards homework as one of the factors of
homework performance. For this reason, attitude is among the issues highlighted

in most of the studies.

Attitude is a phenomenon that is gained afterwards and acquired with experience.

For this reason, it is effective in directing behaviours of individuals. Acquiring
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different results in the studies regarding homework practice of student depends on
specific variables (Inceoglu, 2004). Examples of these variables can be listed as
family, school, sex, course or academic level. Referring to the literature, student
attitudes towards assignment and the studies conducted on opinions about
homework practice mostly focus on primary school level. The studies relating to
the attitudes of students in secondary school are very few when compared to
primary school. In addition to this, although significance of homework in foreign
language acquisition has been subject to many studies, researches discussing the
attitude of student towards homework as a language teaching method have not
been encountered (ileri, 2013). Many students define homework as a source of
stress (Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002). Especially young learners state that
homework tasks take too much time and restrain their free time. Hence, it can be
concluded that students have developed negative attitude towards homework and
causes the student associate homework with stress. In a study conducted to
understand of teachers’, parents’ and students’ viewpoints towards homework, the
concept and aim of homework assignments are questioned (Warton, 2001). While
teachers and parents describe homework practice as a tool used for reinforcing
newly acquired knowledge, students’ opinions were quite different. While most of
the students at primary level do homework to be appreciated by teacher and
parents, the opinions about homework perception changed in upper grade levels.
Secondary and high school students see homework practices as a learning method
used for permanent learning and revision of the topics. Concluding from the study,
student’s awareness of learning process and the age level affect the attitude

towards homework (Warton, 2001).

Especially in secondary school level, attitudes of student towards homework vary
according to clear explanation of task, expectations of it and compatibility of
homework with different interests and skills (Epstein and Van Voorhis, 2001). If
the student is aware of what is expected from him and if the homework overlaps
with his interest, a positive attitude is developed towards homework. Herein, the
approach preferred in the learning process by the teacher and homework method
developed in parallel with the approach has a crucial role. Aforesaid, attitude of
student towards homework depends on the attitude of teacher (Barnes, 2001). One
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of the main principles directing the attitude of student towards homework is about
how homework is practised based on its’ type and approach adopted in learning
process. Homework that is not in accordance with modern concept of education
has a negative impact on the students’ attitude (Rowell and Hong, 2002). Thus, it
can be stated that assignments given within the framework of traditional
approaches results in negative attitude towards assignments (Kaplan, 2006).

In the study conducted by Xu and Yuan (2003), the attitudes of students towards
English homework were investigated under four headings of a) importance of
doing homework b) reason for doing homework c) studying environment and
homework, d) other issues relating to homework practice. While the students argue
that doing homework is important for school achievement, they also believe that
homework provides revision and permanent learning. In addition, even though
most of the students deny that assignments support the sense of responsibility,
some have stated that they develop learning skills and become more responsible
thanks to homework practice. Discussing the results of studies on students’
attitudes towards homework, the students do not reflect any negative attitude in
relation to presence of homework in general; however, there are some critical
points that might cause negative attitude depending on preferred content, type and
model of homework practice.

According to Eccles (1983), the attitude towards assignment is shaped by adopting
the task willingly and succeeding in practice. In other words, internal and external
motivation is effective in the attitude towards homework. Ensuring motivation is
facilitated with positive interaction developed with the individuals involved in the

process which promotes learning communities.

Students’ attitudes towards homework are emphasized to be negative in most
studies and underlying reasons are being attempted to find out. One of the
important factors affecting the attitude of student towards homework is defined as
adopted modern approach and a homework style that is coherent with. Traditional
learning approaches and individual based homework cause anxiety and loss of
motivation in students. Similar to today's constructivist approach, assignments
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based upon learning communities and cooperation might enhance positive attitudes
towards homework. Referring to the studies conducted in relation to attitudes, the
effect of homework practice on learners’ development in education is emphasized
and for this reason, it is noted that developing positive attitude towards homework
practice might increase language learning achievement. Hence, assignments
should match with modern understanding of language education and the interests

of new generation.

2.2.4. Place of Homework in Turkish Education System

Homework practices that are specified in many studies as an effective learning
method have various definitions in literature. While Giirlevik (2006) states that
homework increase knowledge retention through revision, Sahin and Altinay
(2008) define homework as a task that can be performed individually or with
group, developing problem-solving skills. Besides active listening, practice in
learning process has also an important role in student's developing the acquired
knowledge. Assignments help reinforce the acquired knowledge during teaching
and associate the knowledge with life. Thus, they allow practicing the theoretical
knowledge (Kdose, 2013). Homework can be defined as an important practice in
transforming learning into experience provided at school. Assignments are defined
as an output to be revealed by the individual activities or group work outside the
course in line with the objectives identified in the curriculum (Journal of

Communiqués, 1989).

Educational process does not cover only theoretical knowledge. At the same time,
it helps to transform the acquired knowledge into practice. In-class time passes
mostly by covering theoretical knowledge and following the lesson plan up to
desired point. It has been shown by many studies that outside-class activities are
also part of education process and they allow the student to make use of new
information and develop the acquired knowledge. It is an essential that assigments
should be included into education program in a controlled and planned manner.
Provided that they are identified clearly and are planned in parallel with in-
classroom instruction, they will contribute to academic achievement (MoNE,
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2012). In Turkish National Education System, homework practices are used for
regulating especially extracurricular activities in education programs and national
education policies and articles regarding their functions are published in the
educational regulations. As the existence of homework in learning process become
important in learning process, directives and programs that involve homework
practice are published by MoNE (2018). Thus, as assignments become an integral
part of our education programs, a circular about homework practices was
published stating that homework should be planned as in-school activities (the
Official Gazette dated 10 November 1976, no. 15759, page 10).

Another regulation published for organizing out-of-school activities in educational
institutions was announced on November 8", 1989 under the name of "Regulation
of Extracurricular Activities in Secondary and High School Institutions”.
According to this regulation, in class and extra-curricular activities should
complement each other. Extracurricular assignments must also be organized in
parallel with the main objectives expressed as taking a different approach to the
assignments and consulting with the community during homework,
communicating with each other and making use of different sources, and lastly
enabling collaboration and gathering around a common goal. In aforementioned
circular, the significance of assignments in learning process is expressed as

follows:

Assignment is one of the activities involved in the process and is of high importance

in terms of students' loving doing their homework on their own or with group and

creating willingness and excitement of study and achievement (p. 942-944).
In the dates of 2005-2006, within the framework of modern education, all the
elements in education program in Turkey including homework are organized based
on constructivism. After the improvements in education programs, homework
assignments become more important for authorities. Giir (2002) states that
homework behaviours of student give clues to educator regarding school
achievement in our country. As one of the elements included in the education
process, assignments should be re-shaped according to the principles of modern

approaches. Accordingly, especially in language education, assignment
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applications directing individual to observe, interact and gain sense of community
should take place in our education system (Regulation on Primary Education
Institutions dated 27 August 2003 and no. 25212).

Thanks to modern understanding in education, students have become the focal
point of education planners and it has been aimed to raise communities
interpreting, sharing and questioning the acquired knowledge. (Apaydin and
Aydn, 2008; Demirel, 2009) Homework practices should be shaped according to
this understanding in education process. Homework is frequently preferred as
extracurricular teaching practice by language teachers both in the world and
Turkey. The researches show that this practice continue to survive as an integral
part of education program; however, new perspectives are required in homework

method together with new education policies.

2.3. Studies on Homework Practice

Considering the literature, homework as a learning method in education became
one of the main subjects of the field with the changes in education programs
(Babadogan, 1990). Numerous studies were conducted on homework practices in
various fields of education and a considerable amount of studies state that
homework plays a crucial role in students’ comprehension. While some focus on
the attitudes towards homework in learning, other authorities discuss the types of
homework or the importance of motivation in completing the assignments. There
are also studies in literature implying that homework has a negative effect on
students’ learning. However, after they are analysed in detail, it can be concluded
that homework assignments are considered as helpful tools for comprehension but
there are some factors that determines the impact of homework. Thus, provided
that these factors are shaped in accordance with students’ needs and requests,
homework practices are highly welcomed and preffered in education process.
Similarly, with the improvements in the field of education programs in Turkey,
homework is considered as one of the main aspects in curriculum as with the
homework practices, students have tha chance to review the learned subjects

which contributes to students’ academic performance (MoNE, 2006). In other

39



words, the new approaches in education in our country provides new opinions
about homework and similarly to most of the authorities’ ideas (Rengma, Saikia &
Sunny, 2015; Tan and Erdogan, 2004) thanks to homework assignments, students
get information from different sources during completion, organize the new
knowledge and interpret them with their own words, which enables critical
thinking, in contrast with traditional approaches in learning process. The new
adopted program in Turkish education system also determines that homework
should not only help students’ own learning but also possess some characteristics
synchronised with modern understandings. To give an example, homework
practices should be appropriate for learners’ social and cultural conditions and give
them opportunity to share their knowledge with other learners by interaction
(MoNE, 2006).

Parallel to these improvements in education, the present study discusses new
model in homework practices in FLE classes. As the present study deals with
learning community-based homework, the literature about homework and learning
communities and new understandings in homework practices need to be analysed

additionally.

In a study conducted in relation to cooperative learning applications in 9" grade
students (Mattingly and Van Sickle, 1991), some assignments for the students
were organized as tasks that should be completed as group studies while individual
tasks given during the period had to be completed individually. After the
homework practices, the students received a questionnaire about their experiences
on cooperative homework and individual tasks. After comparing the results and
checking the tasks it was revealed that cooperative assignments are more effective
when compared with individual tasks in terms of homework completion and
motivation. A similar survey to the aforementioned study has been carried out in
Turkey on university students. The study aimed to find out whether the learning-
teaching approach has an effect on promoting permanent learning. Within this
scope, homework practices were also turned into cooperative tasks as they are a
part of learning process. Diffrerent from the current homework practices that are

based on traditional type of homework, the instructor makes the students to study
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cooperatively in tasks. By way of following cooperative practices, it is discovered
that cooperation-based homework had much more effect on ensuring permanent
knowledge when compared with traditional ones in the research conducted for
examining the effect of cooperation-based learning and traditional learning of
university students in terms of permanent learning and affective characteristics
(Ag¢ikgoz, 1993). Thus, as being one of the elements in learning process,
homework practices should also be designed according to the new understanding

in order to make learning permanent (A¢ikgoz, 1993; Bilgin & Gelici, 2014).

Corno (2000) has concluded the following results in the study conducted for his
article named as ‘Looking at Homework Differently’ prepared in relation to
different roles of homework assignments: When homework assignments are
community and cooperation oriented, they enhance social communication and
interaction between individuals, build sense of community and belonging to a
group, in contrast to traditional models of tasks promoting students study
individual and be in a competition with other members of the learning process.

North and Pillay (2002) conducted a study with 85 Malaysian English teachers to
find out their views and preferences about homework practices and academic
performance. The questionnaires prepared for the study was distributed in schools
where the researchers were able to had contact and return them. The results show
that %73 of English teachers give homework two or three times in a week which
shows that most of them prefer homework in learning process. Although
homework is given importance in the process, teachers’ preferences about
homework assessment and the type of tasks indicated that there is tendency to
practice traditional homework models even the syllabus is organized based on
communicative approach. Besides, it was determined that approximately 40% of
teachers are satisfied with the results in homework. Based on this study, Sahin
(2014) stated that teachers do not have sufficient knowledge in the issue of
homework and objectives of these practices promoting effective language learning

and modern education approaches.
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In the doctoral dissertation conducted by Rozier (2003), freshmen were chosen as
a sampling group to reveal the impact of group assignments to homework
performance and academic achievement. The partcipants were divided into control
and experimental groups to observe the difference on homework process. Before
the action began, a pre-test was performed. Thereafter, new homework practices
were designed based on group work and these assignments were given to
experimental group in chemistry courses where approximately half of the students
fail while the control group continued with common model of homework. A post-
test was also implemented when the homework practices are all completed and
after observing the homework performances and pre-test and post-test results, even
there was no significant difference in academic achievement when analysing the
test results; positive results were obtained in terms of developing attitudes and

completing assignment.

In another study on homework, Giindiiz (2005) addressed homework based on
different learning types. The study conducted with university students aimed to
reveal the effects of different types of homework practices on academic
achievement and the attitudes. In the study dealing with the effect of traditional-
web and individual-cooperative homework practices on undergraduate students’
achievement, sampling group was divided into two and while the first group
prepared homework in traditional-individual way, the other group completed the
work in a cooperative way by using web if needed. While both models have a
similar effect on academic achievement, no superiority has been observed in terms

of homework attitude.

In the study conducted on 5" grades investigating the relationship between
homework styles and academic achievement, 719 students took part as
participants. Their homework styles were determined with °* Identification of
Homework Motivation and Styles’’ scale designed by Hong and Milgram (1999)
and it is observed that a great amount of students desire to have someone directing
them while doing homework and motivating them during tasks. Besides, it is
determined that they complete their assignments willingly with peer groups
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(Hizmetg¢i, 2007) rather than practicing individually and motivation has a

meaningful relation with homework performance.

Cheng, Kuo, Chen and Baw (2008) conducted a study with a group of 98
university students to check whether there is a significant relationship between
homework model and attitudes towards the course. In an 18-week study,
experimental and control groups were designed and while assignments based on
cooperative learning method is employed in experimental group, traditional
method was maintained in control group. After the implementation of different
homework models, the students were given a questionnaire to get information
about their current attitudes towards the class. When the data collection was
finalized and results were analysed, a remarkable difference was observed in the
attitude against the course between two groups. The experimental group developed
more positive attitude against the course when compared with the control group

following traditional method in homework practices.

There are various studies in literature about homework practices in Turkey, either.
One of these studies is conducted on 7" graders in which the researcher questions
students’ homework self regulation related to teachers’ homework practices (Tas,
2013). 8318 students and 344 Science teachers were participants of the study.
Student completed Student Homework Scale and Achivement Test and the
teachers answered the questions in Teacher Homework Scale. Analyses were
conducted in hierarchical linear modelling and the results revealed that attitudes
towards homework effect the self-regulation of students. It was found out that
student perceptions of homework quality and feedback shapes their self-regulation.
Based on the data, in classes where the students have high perception on
homework quality and higher teacher support for using deep learning strategies in
homework practices do not delay their homework and are more successful in
conducted achievement test.

Online homework is also a common type of homework in today’s world and there
are studies dealing with that case in education. Studies on homework practices and
technology use are increasing as a result of improvements in technology usage in
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education. In the study (Bora, 2018) related to that point, the researcher aims at
analysing the effect of online homework practices in science classes in terms of
academic achievement and students’ attitudes. A quasi experimental design is
adopted in the study with pre and post-test and a control and experimental group
was defined from 48 students in an elemantary private school. Besides, an attitude
scale was also used during the research. An achievement test was designed based
on the objectives of the lesson and it was performed by the participants as pre-test
before the implementation process and as post-test after the process was finished.
The quantitavie data were analysed with the help of SPSS by conducting sample t-
test and ANCOVA. After analysing the data, it was revealed that there was not a
significant difference in post-test results between two groups but there was a
significant difference in the attitudes of students. Students who studied online
demonstrated a positive attitude towards homework when compared with the

control group.

Another study about homework practices (Koseoglu, 2016) focuses on analysing
the effects of homework practices shaped based on differentiated education
approach on the homework attitudes of students having attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder.The participants were 5 primary school students from
different cities, their parents and teachers. During the action study, qualitative data
were collected through interviews and when the data were analysed, it was
revealed that thanks to the differentiated homework practices, students developed a
positive attitude towards and stated that they complete the tasks with less
assistance and in an ideal time. As a result, it can be concluded that homework
models that are arranged based on the needs of the students are much more

efficient and meaningful in learning process.

Some studies on homework are focused only on teachers’ perceptions in literature.
In his master’s thesis, Yel (2019) aimed to designate the opinions of the teachers
about the effects of homework. Scanning method was used during the study. The
participants were 783 teachers from different primary and secondary schools in
Ankara. In order to determine the perceptions of teachers about homework, a

questionnaire was conducted and based on the data, the effects of homework were
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analysed in cognitive, affective and social aspects. The perceptions of teachers
were positive in terms of cognitive effects whereas it was not stated that it has a

significant effect on affective and social aspects.

Researching the literature, many studies relating to homework practice and the
importance of it in educational process, its’ effect on academic achievement, types
and techniques of homework and motivation in homework practices have been
conducted so far. However, a study discussing the effect of foreign language
education programs based on homework practices in parallel with learning
communities haven’t carried out yet. Besides, the effects of learning communities
based homework on assignment performance and academic achievement have not
been discussed in any study about language learning. Even if cooperative learning
comes together with learning communities in some points, it is clearly concluded
from the studies that there are some differences from some perspectives. For this
reason, cooperation based homework does not fully reflect the features of learning
communities. In addition to this, even the studies conducted abroad reveal the
importance of assignment applications in foreign language education in some
cases, although language acquisition in our country becomes more of an issue,
there are no studies relating to new understandings and models in English
homework practices. The studies on homework practices deal mostly with the
impact on academic success or attitudes rather than focusing on characteristics of
homework in language classes or how to design a new homework model appealing
to new generation of learners. In addition, even if some studies define learning
communities in general terms, none of them suggest an idea about learning
communities based homework as a method of language practice and a new model

of homework.

2.3.1. Studies on English Homework Practices

Along with the changes in national education system, there were also
improvements in foreign language education programs. According to the revised
program, homework practices were stated as one of the main elements of English

language curriculum, providing reviewing of the lesson and promote students’
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acquirement (MoNE, 2015). With the renewed program, it is emphasized that
homework assignments are effective in learning if they are implemented in the

light with modern approaches in FLE.

The studies about homework in education process are mostly on Maths and
Science learning and not many resources are encountered relating to significance
of assignments in learning English as a second language. The major reason for this
can be foreseen in review of literature that foreign language educators and
researchers mostly focus on in-class learning rather than homework practices,
which is considered as outside class activity. Considering the fact that learning
continues outside the class and the most effective method for this is homework
practices, more studies need to be conducted for assignment applications in FLT
(Nunan and Richards, 2015). Conducted in the field of language education in
recent time, discussions are initiated on the standards, scope and content of

assignments in the studies (Lee and Pruit, 1979; Cooper, 2001).

Motivation in FLE is one of the promoting factors for effective learning (Cooper,
2001). Many studies are carried out indicating the fact that motivation of student in
education process enhances passion and positive attitude is developed towards the
things learned (Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002). Assignments are one of
the ways used for obtaining information about the student’s motivation. Pintrich
(1999) states that motivated student cares about foreign language assignments
much more and student does not escape from completing the task. If student feels
anxious while doing homework, he doesn’t get the desired result in homework
because of the loss of motivation (Tobias, 1985). When the effects of motivation
and anxiety on homework are observed, it can be stated that both have an effect on
homework performance. For this reason, while planning homework, practices that

reduce anxiety of student and increase motivation should be preferred.

Especially in the education programs where English educations is compressed to
certain class hours and in the countries where English is not commonly used for
communication, useful ideas should be generated in relation to homework models

and success in FLE. Krashen and Terrel (1983) argue that being exposed to target

46



language outside the learning environment facilitates learning. Continuation of the
learning process outside the school is provided by homework practices adopted in
education program. It is emphasized that students are given homework to get
exposed to target language, revise the lesson and make use the target language
(Wallinger, 2008). Practising language is a crucial factor in realization of learning.
Therefore, as the government attaches a remarkable importance to English
education in Turkey, homework as an efficient method of learning should always

be developed based on modern approaches in education.

The number of studies conducted in the past in relation to the place and
importance of homework in foreign language education is very limited. Therefore,
there is not sufficient information to make judgement regarding the effect of
homework practices in terms of models and types on academic achievement in
FLE process (Wallinger, 2008). That assignment has different variables (i.e., type,
scope, model and standards) it is required to evaluate the relationship of
assignment applications and academic achievement from many aspects. Looking
through the literature, there are some studies about homework practices in foreign

language education worldwide.

By analysing the articles about homework and experiments conducted between
1904 and 1984, implications were stated by Foyle and Bailey (1988) that the effect
of homework practices given in English classes on academic achievement varies
according to grade levels. Based on the investigations, it was concluded that while
there was no relationship between homework and academic achievement in high
school, the results were different in elementary and secondary level as homework
effected student achievement positively. Moreover, it is stated that homework

practices did not decrease the academic achievement in any of the grade levels.

North and Pillay (2002) conducted a study in relation to what English teachers’
ideas were about traditional homework and their effects on learning and reached
the following conclusions: In the study conducted based on the homework
performance of the students, while 40% of the teachers are satisfied with the
results of traditional homework, 60% of whom think that these assignments have
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no effect on performance. Based on the results, it is concluded that there are
teachers who still prefer traditional homework even it does not meet modern

understandings in education.

Cooper et al., (1999) and Kazmierzak (1994) made similar interpretations relating
to foreign language assignments in different studies and emphasized the diversity
in English assignments. It is pointed out that the development of foreign language
cannot be measured from a single aspect; acquisition of English can be ensured
with developing skills such as speaking, writing and comprehension. Thus, English
course helps to learn diversity in assignment applications (Wallinger, 2008).
Accordingly, these matters should be considered while arranging homework for

developing target language skills.

What is important in homework activities for developing language skills is to
complete them by using the newly acquired knowledge. In addition to this,
homework practices developing listening and speaking skills in foreign language
acquisition support active use of the target language. Focusing more on theory
leaves language practice aside. Language is an active tool for communication that
develops by way of taken advantage. Therefore, assignment applications focusing
on comprehension and speaking, directing to use target language with the
community should be developed. One of the important points in homework
performance in English classes is related to homework assessment system
(Wallinger, 2008). It is revealed that teachers check assignments generally in three
ways: Some of the teachers focus on whether it has been completed or not while
the other group cares the accuracy of the answers and as the last group there are
also teachers scoring every completed assignment. At this point, it is believed that
grading without assessing the accuracy of answers; it is not possible to have an
idea about achievement in language learning (Keith, 1982; Chen and Ehrenberg,
1993). Thus, homework practices might also be utilized as evaluation of students
and the lesson. At that point, the teacher should attach importance to the quality of

the answers given.
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In a similar study by Trautwein, Liidtke, Syhnyder and Niggi (2006) conducted on
ninety-three 8" grade students, it is questioned whether types and evaluation of
English homework influence motivation of doing it. Based on the results, it was
concluded that according to the students, the type of homework in foreign
language classes are important in foreign language classes and it was underlined
that the learners care about the type of homework practices. Moreover, the study
revealed that the students who are aware of assignments check in class are more

motivated to complete homework.

Demirel (1989) conducted a study on the effect of the assignment given in English
class on academic achievement of the students. In the study, the effect of
assignment on 5™ grade students’ achievement was analysed and significant results
were found about the relationship. During the study, the students were given
homework regularly in every class and after analysing the homework completion
rates and exam results, it was revealed that assignments were effective in language
acquisition. On another study conducted with more than 500 English teachers
employed in different educational institutions in Istanbul, teaching methods that
they employ in language teaching were investigated and the findings were
surprising as it was revealed that most of the teachers preferred outmoded
traditional teaching methods (Haznedar, 2010). As shown up in the results,
linguistic-auditory method based on memorization and repetition is among the
most prominent answers of participants. As authorities head towards creative and
communicative methods in language education, it is remarkable that teachers
prefer an outdated method in teaching (Richards and Rogers, 2001). That
homework-based learning, a considered method in recent years remained at the
level of 39.8% has been among the critical points of the study. Also, it is observed
that the most highlighted methods in language learning are preferred at low rates in
Turkey. The result has necessitated that modern teaching methods of FLE should
be emphasized in teacher education programs and be arranged based on the

characteristics of new understandings in language teaching (Haznedar, 2010).

It has been often pointed out in litrerature that students’ opinions about homework

play an important role in education in order to make use of it efficiently. Zilker
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(2015) conducted a study on students’ perceptions towards homework in English
classes. The participants were 60 students of a primary school in Kars. Both
questionnaires and interviews were conducted during data collection in order to get
deep information. With the results in statistical and content analysis, it is revealed
that homework practices are considered as integral parts of learning by students.
Besides, students prefer tasks that are fun and more visual elements, which
revealed that, compared with the students’ atittudes towards homework, the model

of homework is crucial in perceptions of students.

Similarly, a study on homework practices investigated teachers’ and students’
perspectives on current homework system in English classes in terms of quantity,
individualisation, motivation, homework correction, creativity, working in groups,
parents and use of computer (Ozmen, 2002). The participants were 250 students
and 25 teachers in various public schools in Bursa. Both questionnaires and
interviews were conducted to get data and also the teacher took observation notes
during the process to get deeper information about the system in homework
practices in EFL classes. After analysing the data, it was found out that both
teachers and the students do not prefer a large amount of homework. Teachers and
students also claim that individualisation is effective during homework correction
but the teachers think they do not have enough time to spend time for every learner
individually in classes. When it comes to motivation, both teachers and learners
emphasize that motivation is important in assignments and correction of
homework is crucial to utilize homework activities efficiently. One of the
intriguing results of the study was about group homework. Learners’ were in the
opinion that if they work with group during homework completion, they feel more
motivated. Hence, it is concluded from the study that current homework practices
should be revised according to the opinions of teachers and students to make

homework practices more effective in English learning process.

A newly conducted study on gamification in EFL classes and its impact on
students’ motivation for homework and homework performance, the researcher
defined twenty-two 9" grade students from a private school in Istanbul as

participants of the research (Selvasli, 2018). At the beginning and end of the 4
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weeks-period, motivation for homework scale was improved and implemented as
pre and post test. In order to find out whether there is a significant difference
between the two results, paired sample t-test was used in analysis. Afterwards, to
get a deeper sight about the impact of newly applied homework model on
motivation and homework performance, a semi structured interview was
conducted with 3 students from the participants. Similarly to t-test results,
gamification showed a positive impact on homework motivation and accordingly,
after comparing homework checklist before and after the new model of homework,
a significant difference was observed between homework performances of
students. Apart from the mentioned literature, there are also various studies that
deal with the perceptions of students towards homework in high school and its
relation with various points about homework practices especially in foreign
language education (ileri, 2013; Tilgel, 2010; Yal¢in, 2019; Zelyiit, 2017).

The studies conducted in relation to English assignments are mostly related to the
effect on academic achievement, students’ motivation and language skills
developed by assignments. However, the amount of the studies and their
conclusions are not sufficient enough to make generalisations about homework
practices in FLE. Furthermore, no significant study is encountered in relation to
homework practices especially as a method of language learning, homework
models and modern understanding in assignments. Besides, there is not any study
that focuses on a homework model shaped in line with learning communities
understanding, which actually a concept that overlaps modern approaches being
suggested by authorities for language learning.

2.4. Learning Communities

Being suggested by Lave and Wenger for the first time, communities of practice is
described as a group that share common goals, interests or problems and try to
overcome the situation together by exchanging information (Wenger, McDermott
& Synder, 2002). People have the tendency to live in communities by their nature
throughout the human history and that case resulted to fulfil the needs for food and
living together with the society (Aydin, 2002; McLaughin & Talbert, 2001).
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Similarly, learning requirements of people can be easily supplied with enabling
interaction among the individuals sharing the same environment and community.
As a result, learning and teaching processes do not only aim at providing new
knowledge, skills and attitudes for individuals, but also it should enhance
presenting the new knowledge and discussing it with the other members of society
in order to make learning common, permanent and collective (Harasim et al.,
1995).

Change is an inevitable process that occurs naturally in many areas of life.
Developing different perspectives in education and introduction of new concepts
for the process can be referred as change. The most important function of
education is to enable individuals to become compatible with the modern world.
For this reason, education process should equip individuals with the skills that the
current era requires and should bring specific qualifications (Celikten et al., 2005).
Traditional learning methods have started to lack in the opinion of education
authorities with the spread of modern approaches in education and education
understanding developed in parallel with this and many theories and approaches
have been attempted to be improved to make learning process more meaningful
(Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015). Traditional methods and individual oriented
approaches adopted for years are replaced by education models that help adapt to

community and provide socialization (Yavuz, 2016).

One of the biggest reasons that traditional approach is in a serious transformation
can be seen as change of era and accordingly, needs of learning individual.
Teaching processes and elements included in the process have been involved with
this change. Theories and approaches supporting active participation within
creativity and process containing reciprocal interaction and communication come
to the fore instead of learning processes where teacher is defined as a leader and
students are inactively try to acquire just the transferred knowledge. Considering
the effect of traditional theories on learning and to what extent they meet the needs
of individual and society, new theories have been discussed by the education
authorities. It is considered important that the developing theory has a concept

suitable for the current time, supporting modern education understanding.
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Dogan (1996) states that the education understanding of the new century argues
that individual receives education contemporarily, develops a character reaching
the solution of problems by researching and achieves intellectual and emotional
depth required for social relations. When the said individual properties are
considered, it will not be possible to reach the desired objectives with ordinary
education methods. As a result, different approaches and education models
developing with modern understanding have started to modify the elements and

policies in learning in order to become social and active during the process.

Changes in modern education understanding in the world have also brought new
perspectives to the field of education in our country. New programs being
developed in our education system make changes including education approaches
prioritizing reciprocal communication and interaction in learning process other
than the applications only paying attention to one-way communication and
decrease participation. Active participation depends on the learning process
designed and the approaches and application preferred by teacher in class (Oztiirk,
2000). Interaction both gives tips to the teacher related to learning and is a
situation arousing curiosity and interest to student. The presence of communication
among individuals is as important as the quality of interaction realized. In today's
educational approaches, teachers are expected to strive for increasing interaction
(Oztiirk, 2000). Individuals' understanding one another, sharing, valuing and
acquiring social consciousness are integral parts of communication and becoming

a community (Charalambos et all., 2004; Cross, 1998).

As is seen, the concepts of interaction and communication have become popular
particularly in the educational policies related to social sciences. Especially with
the improvements based on modern understandings, social sciences look for
different approaches suitable for the needs of individuals. Therefore, educators
involved in the educational process should pay attention to all-purpose
communication and active individuals in the learning environment. In this way,
learning is no longer a process of storing knowledge and becomes a socially

prominent value. In particular, the concepts of interaction and communication
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have been emphasised also in foreign language learning processes and various
ways have been tried to ensure efficiency in language acquisition.

As constructivism underlies in the understanding of communities in learning, it is
also discussed briefly in this section before continuing with learning communities.
With the needs of improvement in education, modern approaches are suggested
that fulfil the needs of modern understanding in FLE (Cinar, Teyfur and Teyfur,
2006) to raise learning. Following new advances, the aim of FLE program is
defined and interaction and utilizing the target language are put to the forefront in
teaching process (MoNE, 2006). Constructivist approach being developed as a
reaction to behaviourists has started to find a place in Turkish education policies
since 2006. Constructivism, stated as being coherent with the new principles of
FLE has been adopted as a new approach in language classes. It was forecast that
the desired objectives cannot be attained by adopting traditional approaches and as
a result, new approaches were addressed for language education programs.
Constructivist approach adopts a student-centered education process.
Constructivism supporting active engagement of student in learning process
emphasizes that students should undergo learning experiences with different ways.
It can be said that students questioning the acquired knowledge, utilizing the new
information and being in interaction with each other realize themselves in learning
process and accordingly, they learn to generate solutions for their own learning
(Hord, 2009). Researching, questioning and commenting in the process of
acquiring knowledge, individual should be able to find solutions to the problems
he faces (Apaydin and Aydin, 2008). Constructivist approach and related
implementations take student as a center, where student plays an effective role in
the process, encourage student to be initiative, express himself and start
communication and make use of the new knowledge (Hosgoriir, 2002; Marlowe
and Page, 1998). Considering the principles of constructivist approach, it can be
noticed that it supports the methods based on modern education understanding
(i.e., support active engagement, build communities or conduct collective

practice), different from traditional methods in education.
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Together with adopting constructivist approach in primary and secondary
education in Turkey, various elements in teaching programs also undergo some
changes and new understandings show up in education process. One of these
changes came up in homework styles and their implementations (A¢ikgdz, 2003).
With the new model, it is aimed to raise students that are willing to search and be
creative during tasks. In order for homework assignments to be arranged according
to modern approaches, assignments encouraging utilizing the acquired knowledge
together with community and requiring active engagement in the process and
establishing communication should be organized and practiced. Considering the
studies relating to homework today, even if modern approaches are emphasized in
language education programs, existence of the traditional approach is commonly
observed in homework applications. As an important learning method for
especially foreign language courses, if homework assignments are arranged
according to modern approaches that support building a community of learners,
learning from each other by studying together, reducing competition and being
active in the process, it can be expected that improvements might be observed in
both homework performance and English learning process considering the points
facilitating language acquisition and making learning permanent. As
constructivism supports communities of learners understanding in language
learning (Lave & Wenger, 1991), it is believed that with encouragement of modern

approaches in education, LC will make a breakthrough in FLE.

With the new century, the new understandings in education head towards learning
together in a society rather than learning individually. The concept of learning
communities is also one of the current understandings that is newly discussed in
the field of education and literature (Hord, 2009). It is observed that there is an
increasing interest towards learning in communities of common purpose. A
general definition of LC is expressed as a group of people who share common
interests and aims in order to build collaborative knowledge. Communities bring
students together around a common goal which is valued by every individual (Riel
& Fulton, 2001; Shaffer & Anundsen, 1993). Learning community is a new

understanding in social sciences which encourages interaction and interpretation,
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enables integration among the students (Bell, 2005). Learning communities can be
expressed as an approach developed as a result of the new perspectives and needs.

In order to interpret the learning communities, the concept of community should
be known in first place. Community can be defined as a human group coming
together or united together for a common purpose. The sense of community helps
the individuals comprehend their responsibilities in the group and their places in
the society where they live (Himmelmann, 1994). The concept of community is
defined in many ways in the researches. The concepts emphasized by these
definitions are the sense of belonging of individual, common purpose in a group
and establishing interaction (Rovai, 2002). Although the sense of community is a
concept mostly emphasized in the field of social sciences, the concept of
community in education has started to be discussed recently. Communities in the
learning process have been become prominent in the educational policies mostly
since the 1990s (Willits & Brennan, 2016). It has been stated that the education
programs followed by schools and universities do not meet the requirements of the
era and reaching the objectives takes time. Thereupon, the American Council on
Education has aimed to form a learning environment developing task sharing and
learning of shared values, personal development, social responsibility and
interpersonal respect. At this point, the first principles have been created in the
literature that can be accessed on the concept of community and learning
community, and these principles published by Ernest Boyer have marked out the

boundaries of learning communities (Spitzberg and Thorndike, 1992).

There are six principles for shaping learning communities according to Boyer

(19904, p. 6-8). Accordingly, learning communities are defined as follows:

- It is a community seeking education, where members act together in order to
strengthen teaching and learning.

- It is an open community where freedom of expression is maintained and affirmed.

- It is a disciplined formation where individual accept their responsibilities to public
and act for the benefit of the community.

- It is a formation where sensitive attitudes are followed and diversity in the
community is pursued.

- They are communities encouraging individuals to help one another, where each
member supports happiness.

- They are communities where cultural differences and rituals of individuals are
approved.
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As it is seen, learning communities are the formation gathering individuals and
encouraging common progress in accordance with certain objectives, unlike
individual-oriented and competitive approaches (Boyer, 1990). As the theories and
approaches adopted in education have begun to lose their old values, the learning
communities started to come to the fore in the studies carried out in the field of
education and teaching. The concepts of community and social life fundamentally

based on the foundations of existence have outlined a new model in education.

The terms of social formation and learning communities in education was put
forward by Jean Lave and Etienne Wenger (1991). Learning community is a
human group with interaction with one another, coming together in order to
complete a certain task in the best way or realizing learning process (Wenger et al.,
2002). Wenger et al. (2002) explains the relationship between the learning and
community concept in three dimensions: 1) Both individual and learning are social
being, 2) The knowledge obtained in social environment has a meaning when it is
evaluated with knowledge communities, 3) Being active and interacting increase

the knowledge obtained.

In fact, the concept of community and learning with community are not new
formations for humanity. Since the ancient ages, humanity has consulted with one
another for the needs such as sheltering, defence and nutrition, made division of
labour and directed the society with interaction in some way. The concept of
community and learning communities formed spontaneously or intentionally has
been taking place in our time. It has been observed that many individuals feel the
sense of belonging for the community gathered consciously or unconsciously for a
certain purpose in school or family (Spitzberg & Thorndike, 1992). This brings
forward the idea that the concept of community has an effect on each area where
individual exists. The association of the concept of community with education has
been one of the topics on the agenda with the discussions generated regarding the
traditionalist approach and individual-oriented education processes. As the
learning communities adopt the learning in social environment and peer solidarity,
they bear resemblances to social constructivism theory and social cognitive theory

developed by Vygotsky (1978). As this suggests, different approaches and
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practices should be shaped in line with the age and individual together with new

perpectives emerging in education.

Relationship of community and education has been evaluated in different ways by
authorities and it has been attempted to define what kinds of effects the community
concept would have on school environment and learning. In many studies carried
out in this field, it has been expressed that the concept of community in education
is effective in learning process (Deborah, 2012). At the same time, the studies
related to the learning theory, the way of functioning of brain and the learning
environments based on joint study have emphasized that learning is ideally
realized with community (Kuh, G. et al., 2005).

Bickford and Wright (2006) describe the importance of the existence of the

community in the education process as follows:

The importance of community in the learning process is not highlighted as it is
supposed to be. If the concept of community did not have an effect on the learning
process, the institutions such as university or school bringing individuals together
would not exist. However, the studies carried out indicate that interpersonal
interaction and sense of being community are the factors increasing learning (p. 64).
The learning community approach is an approach aiming to realize permanent and
continuous learning process by creating a learning environment within the frame
of the concepts argued to have continuously to learning process. As a result of
developing societies and varying expectations, many approaches adopting the
learning community and community concept as a principle have been put forward.
In particular, the applications in the field of social sciences have been tried to be
regulated according to the learning community approach; thus, the sense of self-
confidence required for the fields such as foreign language education, community
consciousness and interaction concepts have been attempted to be included in the

learning process.

Learning is corroborated by means of cooperation in the learning communities. In
an education process where learning communities are adopted, the important factor
for receiving successful result is that students reciprocally benefit from one

another in cooperation and adopt the concept of community (Palloff and Pratt,
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1999). Besides, in the class environments where the learning communities are
created, members share sense of belonging and trust, act by being aware of that
fact that they have common responsibility and purpose and agree that individuals
in the group and all the class have a task in learning process (Rovai and Lucking,
2000). The concept of community in the learning communities strengthens social
values such as commitment, solidarity, togetherness and love. These values
encourage acting with the community and the sense of responsibility by bringing
individuals together (Willits and Brennan, 2016). The learning communities
making learning process more entertaining, terminal and intriguing help individual
understand that he is a member of the social community and created an identity

suitable for the community consciousness (Wenger et al., 2002).

Wilson and Ryder (1998) refer to the learning community as a group of individuals
supporting one another during learning programs. And in these communities
everyone is willing to learn and there is a spirit of common purpose. Wenger et al.
(2002) state that human group constituting learning community is comprised of
individuals learning together as to how the things can be better by being in a

regular interaction and feeling anxiety, interest or passion for what they do.

Romsdahl and Hill (2012) have stated that cooperation in the learning
communities develops the study skills of individuals, which provide contribution
to personal and social development. In addition, it is emphasized that cooperation
in the learning communities reveals the sense of belonging in individual, which
affects the learning process in a positive way. Wilson and Ryder (1998) have
stated that there may be many groups in education and the feature distinguishing
the learning communities from other communities is the consensual purpose
sharing towards the support of individual to one another in the learning process.
For this reason, everyone in the learning communities is expected to be ready to
acquire something and participate in the applications and activities. In particular, it
is argued that the concept of community supports cooperation and interaction. It
also develops the sense of community and group consciousness, and learning

perception (Garrison, Anderson, and Archer, 2005).
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Charalambos, Michalinos and Chamberlein (2004) describe the general features of

communities as follows:

- There is a common sense of responsibility among the participants for the task
assigned and the application to be performed.
- Common vision, control, purpose and products of the community are shared
evenly.
- The participants know that they will not be attacked by other participants and
convey their opinions freely and ask questions regarding the process.
- The interaction among the members and source sharing depending on a certain
level of structural interdependence.
- There is a reciprocal support between the members and the communities (p.138).
As the concept of learning communities begin to spread in the field of social sciences,
the opinions about the inclusion of the community concept to the learning process
have been put forward in the educational studies and new definitions and principles
have been introduced in the literature. Given the definition and principles of learning
communities developed by authorities, joint acting among individuals during learning
process, forming interaction environment, emphasizing interpersonal commitment and
sense of trust, gathering around a particular goal and realizing individual learning with
the support of group where each individual is involved in learning process come to the

fore.

Learning communities based on the sense of community have an important place in
the field of educational psychology (Sarason, 1974). Considering that communities
hinder the sense of loneliness and despair of individual, community formation in
learning process helps individual undergo a desired process. Learning communities do
not refer to only a learning process realized in the class. At the same time, it keeps
student active out of class and school in term of learning activities (Zhao and Kuh,
2004). Also, it has been proven by researches that learning communities increase the
intellectual communication between student and teacher, make individual be aware of
himself and his environment and strengthen the ability of critical thinking (Butler and
Dawkins, 2007; Mitchell and Sackney, 2011).

Together with the needs of the modern era, in order to educate individuals who can
contribute to international interaction, the importance given to foreign language in the

field of education increases each passing day (Candel-Mora, 2015; Coleman, 2010;
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Truchot, 2002). Language taught in the educational environment is tried to be
reinforced with life experiences. As previously mentioned, language is a living tool
continuing its existence with the communication among individuals (Altintas, 2000;
Saraswathi, 2004). Therefore, the approaches encouraging communication and
interaction in foreign language education are considered more effective in achieving
the goal (Castle, 2004; Giines, 2012). Learning communities allow individual to resize
his knowledge and experiences, to share them with the community of which he
becomes a member and to diversify the knowledge acquired (Aydin, 2002; Harasim et
al., 1995). At the same time, individuals, a part of social life, develop the sense of
belonging, sharing and assistance required for common life (Charalambos et all.,
2004; Cross, 1998). Instead of the belief that the feeling of competition and the
knowledge acquired are only for individual, learning communities arguing the
cooperation of individual and the concept of interaction prioritize the concept of
cooperation and group-oriented applications (Rengma, Saikia & Sunny, 2015; Yavuz,
2016). LC as a new understanding in learning process encourages students to unit
within the frame of a purpose rather than prompting individual to competition and race
(Bell, 2005; Boyer, 1990). As one of the facts required to realize the action of union is
communication, it both develops human relations and encourage using of the language

learned in the practice provided.

Learning communities encourage interaction, give freedom of self-expression to
individuals and provide individuals with a real and integrative environment
(Charalambos et al., 2004; Romsdahl & Hill, 2012). When the problems related to
language education in worldwide and our country is expressed, traditional approaches
and the realization of the language acquisition in a mechanical environment reveal
results such as the prominence of the idea that the knowledge is only for the benefit of
individual self. Learning communities, group-oriented applications and learning
theories state that traditional approach is not suitable for language acquisition and
causes lack of motivation in the fulfilment of tasks of individual. Therefore,
considering that language phenomenon is a living tool involved in social life actively,
it can be estimated that communities in learning is an appropriate viewpoint in
language acquisition. While the nature of social relations and to what extent they
realize in traditional applications is not important, the creation of knowledge in group-
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oriented learning applications depends on the relation and interaction among
individuals (Palloff and Pratt, 1999). The concept of interaction having quite
importance in language education overlaps with the definitions and principles of
learning communities. In this context, it can be estimated that, in class environment
where the sense of community develops, the language teaching results in a more
permanent and terminal way. In a study concerning the effect of the sense of
community on educational environment and learning (Rutter et al., 1979), it is stated
that the sense of community reinforces the feeling of common purpose among
individuals, which helps them meet the needs of belonging, social support, being
accepted by community, identity formation that are especially gaining importance
during the adolescence period. In the study carried out by Battistich and Hom (1997),
it has been found out that in the learning environments where the sense of community
is dominant, individuals enjoy the process more, are more ready to learn and receive

better result academically.

Garrison, Anderson and Archer (2005) interpret learning communities within the
framework of three separate elements. These are expressed as social presence;

cognitive presence and teaching presence are shown schematically in the figure.

Community of Inquiry

Supporting
Discourse

SOCIAL
PRESENCE

COGNITIVE
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Setting

Selecting
Climate

Content

TEACHING PRESENCE
(Structure/Process)

Communication Medium

Figure 1. Learning Communities Scheme, Garrison, Anderson and Archer (2005)
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Social presence is the ability of self-expression of individual and building one-to-
one or collective meaningful relations with other individuals. This is an important
element as it strengthens the effective communication and social ties in learning
communities and forms the basis of learning communities. Swan and Shih (2005)
stated that group solidarity is related directly to social presence. Cognitive
presence is to realize learning by adopting focusing on research, being determined

and solution oriented by employing cooperative and reflective theories.

In the teaching presence, the validity of the community is at the forefront.
Interaction has an important role in learning communities; however, no community
can come together without a plan and purpose. Therefore, a practitioner is required
while creating learning communities. As is seen, the learning communities have
begun to become popular in the field of education increasingly and have adopted
the applications suitable for the needs and requests of the developing community
instead of traditional education approaches. As the learning communities and
group-oriented applications have been included in the education planning
processes, the learning community committees and the unions supporting this
approach have been started to be established. The representatives of learning
communities have stated that union of professional learning communities is
required in an education conference held in Kansas, 13 November 2015 and as a
result of this, it has been decided to establish an association with the name of
"Learning Communities Association™ and the mission of this organization has been
determined as follows: It was aimed to encourage students to learn, succeed and
realize themselves, by benefiting from learning communities. In order to ensure
and make learning of students permanent, the sense of research, inquiry,
interaction and social consciousness adopted by learning communities will be

encouraged (Huerta, 2017).

Looking through the related literature, it is emphasized that learning communities
create learning environments suitable for today's education understanding and get
individual willing to learn as it appeals to. Learning communities have gained
more importance with the adoption of social constructivist approach in the field of

education as it was observed that collaborative school environments promote
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success when compared to traditional school environments (Joyce, 2004, as cited
in Phillips, 2009). Therefore, when all the elements included in the education
process have been reorganized based on modern ideas, identified as learning
communities understanding in the present study, it will be able to support the
achievement of the points aimed in education. In particular, considering that
foreign language education can be reinforced with interaction and communication
to be realized in learning environment, the applications used in English education
process can be regulated according to the learning communities understanding.
The information obtained by researching the literature related to learning
communities proves that this approach might be effective in education program
and especially in the courses in the field of social skills. However, the fact that the
researcher has not been encountered a study on learning communities and its
adoption to FLE and homework practices paved the way for the present study.
Coming in sight with new approaches in education as constructivism, learning
communities is predicted to enhance homework practices in English classes. As it
is believed that enabling interaction between the individuals enhance the desire to
learn, being one of the elements in education, homework practices might be
designed based on the principles of learning communities in order to catch up with
learners’ viewpoints about tasks. With that way, it can be foreseen that they might
provide great contributions to homework performance and language learning

process.

2.4.1. Studies on Learning Communities

Being supported by social approaches and constructivism, learning communities
started to become a common understanding in education (Rovai, 2002). In these
communities, every member of the society strive to work together in order to reach
the common purposes. As it is mentioned recently in literature, it is stated that
learning communities have a positive impact in terms of students’ success,
participation and personal, mental and social development (Palloff & Pratt, 1999).
There are various communities in society that gather for similar purposes, interact
with each other and adopt common rules throughout the process. As every

classroom or group in which learning occurs come together within certain rules
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and have the chance to interact, they can be called as communities. Based on that
point, community cannot be shaped only by coming together. Interaction, common
purposes and rules to be followed are required elements of a community (Preece,
2000).

Considering interaction as the main element of existence, learning communities
become more important starting from 1990 and with the improvement of modern
understanding; they were adapted to the field of education in terms of programs
and approaches (Klamma et al., 2005; Saban, 2005). The main reason of this
development is the increase on studies indicating the positive impacts of learning
communities and the progress in new understandings that prepare the learner for
the society, which differs from the traditional approach (Joyce, 2004, as cited in
Phillips, 2009).

A learning community is mainly described as a group in which individuals feel
sense of belonging and responsibility to each other and have common purposes to
fulfil (Eroglu, 2013). Education programs and lessons that promote social
development of the learners might keep with the sense of community in learning
processes. As mentioned before, interaction, participation and social learning
exprerinces promotes being a whole in classes which is supported in modern
approaches in learning (Smith & Regan, 2005). In every field of education,
learning communities enables effective learning by activating interaction.
Hereinbefore, interaction is pretty important in learning foreign language as it
opens a road to interaction as one of the requirements for building communities.
As such a new and wanted understanding in education, the sense of community
and communities in learning process are getting popular in literature but it is not as
common as expected. The studies that are mentioned in this section are related to

the sense of community and communities in learning environments in general.

In a qualitative action research (Cumhur and Baydar, 2017) in Turkey, the effect of
cooperative-based learning method on 7" grade maths course was discussed by
employing various techniques (i.e., student teams, clustering and tournament). In

the quasi-experimental study, 31 students in control goup and 36 students in

65



experimental group were participants. In control group the lesson were based on
traditional methods and tasks were given accordingly while in expremental group
cooperative learning and working together as a society were in forefront during the
process. An achievement was conducted as pre and post assessment and t-test was
used to analyse the data. At the end of the study, most of the students responded
positively to build teams or communities while learning and completing
homework. The students stated that their friends facilitated their learning and it
made fun. In addition to this, it was observed that their anxiety and reluctance
against the course were reduced. The only challenge was the conflict within the
groups and noise occurred during group-oriented study conducted within the class.

Summers and Svinicki (2007) have investigated the relationship between the sense
of classroom community and achievement motivation which also has a direct
impact on homework performance. The research was conducted with several
instructors from a determined university. The partcipants were 483 undergraduate
students of theirs, but 203 of them participated both in pre and post test. The data
were collected with a previously designed 32-item questionnaire that measures
learning-oriented attitudes and grade-oriented attitudes. Students’ achievement
motivation goals were measured before and after following interactive learning
and classroom community understanding and by using MANOVA the results
showed that the assignment relating to cooperative and interactive learning are in a
significant relationship with the motivation and sense of community. When the
students undergo traditional learning methods and receive competitive tasks, it has
been reported that they have less motivation and no sense of community. As it was
expected, students’ perceptions of interaction promoted motivation, which is

ensured by being a community.

Uysal (2009) studied the effect of cooperation-based learning method on critical
thinking and creativity by observing Turkish courses of 4™ grade students. Control
and experimental groups were used in the study as enabling cooperation in
experimental group and following traditional model by studying
individually.Analyzing tha data, a significant difference was observed in the fields

such as writing skill critical thinking and creativity.
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Gillies and Boyle (2010) conducted a fairly comprehensive study on cooperative
learning in secondary school level. The study conducted together with 10 teachers,
focused on effect and difficulties of the applied method. The teachers were
employed in different schools and levels. Firstly, the process of the
implementation was introduced to the students and started to be followed.
Interviews with the teachers were performed after a 6-week period and their
opinions were evaluated. Based on the obtained results, it was stated that
cooperation-oriented learning method has yielded an effective result especially in
younger groups and furthermore, it developed social relationships and sense of
community among the students. Time use and preparation of activities that

motivate students were defined as difficulties in the study.

The studies on cooperative learning are quite related to the sense of community in
literature. Hence, almost in every study that questions cooperative learning notices
communities in learning and interaction in classrooms. As mentioned earlier,
studies that directly focus on learning communities are mostly about professional
learning communities or online learning communities and their functions in the
society. Besides, there are also various researches questioning the importance of

the sense of community in learning periods and their elements.

Ma (2006) conducted a case study that aimed to evaluate online learning
communities in terms of the sense of community in distance learning. 34 master’s
students participated in the study as the members of online community. After the
distance learning process, a questionnaire was conducted about the perceptions of
students and the results showed that there wasn’t a real sense of community
developed among participants and as a result, the interaction was not practiced
reciprocal among the individuals. As a result, it was stated that the sense of
community in online learning communities should be reviewed and redesigned in
distance learning. With the results of the study, the educational part of learning
communities was underlined and the sense of community in online learning was

pointed out in order to be efficient in distance learning.
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In a study analyzing the relationship between sense of community in classroom
and academic performance both in cooperative learning environment and
traditional learning environment (Summers and Svnicki, 2007), a questionnaire
was conducted with 213 undergraduate students to get data. According to the
results, it was revealed that there is a significant relationship between students’
interactive learning perceptions and motivation in collaborative learning
environment and the sense of community. Students who took part in traditional
learning environment reported less motivation and sense of community in
classroom when compared with cooperative learning environment. Based on the
study, it can be stated that learning communities should promote collaboration in

the process.

Another study conducted by Lear (2007) analysed the relation between ensuring
interactive classroom and sense of community in learning environment. Interviews
were conducted with 241 undergraduate students participated in the study
generated the qualitative data of the research. After the data were analysed, it was
stated that there was a significant relationship between the sense of being a
community in classroom and the interaction among individuals. Besides,
belonging, feeling comfortable and trust are defined as the most important
elements in a community, which were the main themes of the study. It was
concluded that the sense of community supports the individual to succeed in self

and social development.

Another study about learning communities aimed to analyse the relationship
between learning styles, age, gender and the sense of community in classroom
(Smith, MacGregor, Mathews and Gabelnick, 2004). Both quantitative and
qualitative methods were used to collect data from 360 public training students and
according to the results obtained there wasn’t any significant relationship obtained
between learning styles and the sense of community. Concerning other aspects,
girls have a higher sense of community when compared with boys, which shows a

significant relationship between the gender and the sense of community.
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Hung and Yuen (2010) conducted a study in order to increase the sense of
belonging to a community among students and design communities of practice by
using social media in a real learning environment. The participants were 67
students from two different universities in Taiwan. After a given period for the
implementation of practice, the participants were interviewed and the results
showed that the interaction among the learners in community via social media
resulted in a positive learning experience. Besides, based on the results, it was
stated that the loyalty among students, supporting each other in the community and
increase in the participation during the lessons revealed that social media can be an

effective tool in education when it ensures sense of community.

llgaz (2008) conducted a study that analysed the adaptation of technology by
distance education students and the contributions of sense of online learning
communities to students’ satisfaction. The participants were 464 distance
education students of Ankara University. Based on the data, it was concluded that
there is a significant relationship between the sense of community and satisfaction
of students about the classes. According to the results, students who use
technology to interact with individuals become aware of the sense of community
in learning. Even it was a similar example for the present study in terms of the
concept, the study by llgaz deal with the sense of community via internet
technology rather than directly. Besides, there was not any statement about

reshaping homework practices based on learning communities.

Similar to the study mentioned above, there are various studies in literature
discussed learning communities in education. These studies are mostly conducted
at high school level and deal with the sense of community in general (Davis,
Chsng, Andrzejewski, and Poirier, 2010; Sprinks, 2007). Moreover, they search
for a relationship between teaching styles and the sense of community or
academical self sufficiency rather than conducting practices based on learning

communities in the process.

Another study was conducted in USA analyzing the relationship between the sense
of community among students and their misbehaviors Battistich & Hom, 1997).
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The data were collected from 1434 students by using a learning community scale.
According to the results, a high sense of community results in decrease of
misbehavors among students, which shows the positive impact of community in

learning environment.

As stated earlier, most of the studies in Turkey about learning communities focus
on professional learning communities in education (Alp, Banoglu, 2009; Ilgan,
2003; Kilig, 2009; Ogdem, 2015; Subas, 2010). Various studies were conducted on
teachers’ perceptions on PLC’ and the variables of their perceptions and in all the
studies in which a scale for professional learning communities were used, it was
concluded that teachers’ perceptions of professional learning communities
represents differences based on various variables (i.e., age, gender, school type and

working period).

[lgan, Erdem, Cakmak, Erdogmus and Seving (2011) conducted a study in order to
analyse the conditions of elementary schools for being a professional learning
communities. The study was carried out in two different cities of Turkey with 170
teachers as participants. The data were collected via a PLC’ scale which was
prepared by the Institute of Anneberg. According to the results, it was determined
that the elemantry schools are suitable for designing communities but there was no
evidence about encouraging communities at schools. Based on the study, it can be

said that the sense of communities in education environments should be expanded.

Based on the literature, the studies related to communities in learning environment
are mostly based on how to provide the sense of community among individuals
and the effect of comunities in general terms. Generating communities in learning
process is also a new understanding in our country. For this reason, it is not
possible to mention various studies based on the present issue. Still, there are some
research conducted on learning communities in Turkey mostly related to online
learning communities and professional learning communities in the field of
education. When the literature is analysed about learning communities and taking
advantage of it in the field of education, there are some examples related to

community of learners in terms of professional learning and online learning
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communities. Moreover, there is only a little study in Turkey about the sense of
being a community in the classrooms. The studies conducted on learning
communities do not integrate learning communities to homework practices, either.
As collaborative learning has some common points with learning communities, the
researcher reviewed also some studies dealing with homework practices based on
collaboration but it is not possible that studies on collaborative learning approach
replace learning communities from every aspect. As a result, studies in Turkey and
abroad related to the sense of community in education and different types of
learning communities were reviewed by the researcher and even the importance of
community in learning process is expressed recently, there is not any study about
creating communities of learners in foreign language classes and shaping the
methods of learning and elements of education programs such as homework

practices based on learning communities.
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CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY

In this chapter, in order to give information about the process, the overall design of
the study, research questions, participants of the study, the role of researcher, the
data collection instruments, data collection procedures, analysis of the obtained

data, trustworthiness and limitations of the study are presented.

3.1. Overall Design of the Study

This is a qualitative study employing action research to develop homework
performance in English language class through Learning Communities-based
homework practices in a secondary school. The study aims to reveal the students’
and teachers’ perceptions of English assignments and attempts to redesign an ideal
English homework model based on CoL understanding. The following research

questions guided data collection and the data analysis procedures:

1. What are the perceptions of teachers and students for homework practices in 8™
grade English classes?

2. How do students define ideal homework for English classes?

2.1. How can homework practices be arranged based on learning communities

in an 8" grade English class?

3. What are the impacts of learning communities based homework on English

language learning process?
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Twenty-four (N=24) 8" grade students at the same class and three English teachers
(N=3) working in the same school were the participants of the study. Since action
research aims to improve a situation observed in a process, it is important that the
participants included were intended to be voluntary during the study. Besides, as
the study focuses on particular characteristics, the participants were selected by
typical case sampling, one of the purposeful sampling methods. It is a process of
selecting a small number of impact cases when they are likely to “'yield the most
information and have the greatest impact on the development of knowledge’’
(Patton, 2001, p. 236). In action research, the researcher can also be a part of the
study environment (May, 1993). In the present action research, the researcher is

the conductor of the study as English teacher.

As the teacher faces problems in English homework performance, she takes an
action to solve the problem in an effective way. Firstly, she investigates the
perceptions of teachers and students about the current homework practices in
English classes. Afterwards, the students are interviewed to find out their ideas
about an ideal homework model for English classes and the teacher designs a new
model of homework practices based on the implications obtained from the
participants and related literature. Considering the studies about new perspectives
in education that are expected to be efficient in learning language, the researcher
came up with learning communities understanding suggested recently in literature.
Comparing the characteristics of CoL with students’ ideas about ideal English
homework, the researcher decided that homework practices could be arranged
based on the characteristics of learning communities in order to enhance
homework performance. Before introducing the new homework model to students,
a week was devoted to make them aware of the concept and sense of community.
Hence, they carried out activities together with classroom like tangrams or
jeopardy games and the teacher started discussions about the sense of society. By
this means, the students shared their ideas in a common environment and
eventually realized that they also build a community or a society as generating a
class together. Afterwards, homework for that week was designed based on CoL
principles to observe the students’ perfection in studying with a society for a
common aim. The practice of the new homework model took eight weeks. Before
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starting, the teacher remembered communities of learners understanding and its
principles to the students. Thanks to the first week before the implementation, the
students got familiar with CoL by discussing completed homework tasks with
communities and became aware of sharing common goals as a community. After
the communion, the teacher observed that students’ attitudes resulted positive in
general. In 8 week period, assignments were completed based on learning
commuinites as planned and presented by the predetermined communities in the
classroom. At the end of the practice, the teacher arranged semi-structured focus
group interviews about CoL based homework with every community and each
student were made to write a reflection report about their experiences studying
with a community during homework completion and their opinions about the
followed homework model. The ethical considerations were minded by
distributing consent form for the teacher (Appendix D) and students (Appendix E)
and sending parental approval forms to the parents of students (Appendix C) as the
students are under their charge ethically. With these forms, it was made sure that
data would be used only for scientific results and that the participant had the right
not to answer any questions causes discomfort during the interview. Besides, the
parents were informed about the study and made sure that the questions are
prepared taking account of their psychological development. Besides, they were
informed about audio recording during the interview so as to get clear information

during the study.

Considering the aim of the study, action research was decided as the most
appropriate design for the process. Figure 2 summarizes the steps of the study in

order to present clear information about the process.
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3.1.1. Action Research and the Present Study

In this section, the reasons of deciding on action research in the present study are
explained in detail. There are various statements in the literature about the
information for the source of action research. Although it is claimed that
philosophers like Aristotle and Galileo involved information about action research
in their writings (Tomal, 2010), Yildirnm and Simsek (2016) state that action
research was first proposed by John Dewey especially in the field of education. In
addition, Lewin and Stephen Corey are also known as pioneer users of action
research in education (Corey, 1953; Ferrance, 2000). Along with the definition
“teacher as researcher" by Stenhouse (1975), education authorities questioned the
competence of scientific research methods in solving problems in educational
studies and as a result of this, action research became popular. In parallel with that,
authorities stated that action research could produce solutions to problems being
faced in the field of education (Cakir, 2012; Ekiz, 2009; Masters, 1995; Kemmis,
McTaggert, & Program, 1988; Holter and Schwartz-Barcott, 1993).

Defined as ‘’teacher research’” (Ferrance, 2000) in some sources, action research
is frequently preferred by teachers who carry out a study and is defined in the
literature from various perspectives (i.e., purpose, scope and implementation).
“Action research is a systematic form of research being conducted in order to find
solutions to problems in daily life’’ (Stringer, 2007, p. 1). Yildirnm and Simsek
(2016) stated the action research as a research method involving gathering and
analysing systematic data to understand and solve problems that showed up in the
implementation process, and that the practitioner, who is the administrator,
educator, or planner of the implementation, is directly involved in the process with
or without another researcher. O'Brien (2003) states that action research is a
process of identifying a problem, doing something to solve the problem, and
observing to what extent the effort is successful, and following a way that supports
learning by experiencing. Action research is described by Hien (2009) and
Schmuck (1997) as the process of working in a real classroom to understand and
improve the feature of actions and education. Action research, which allows

teachers to question their classrooms, educational strategies and communication
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with students in order to improve their own skills and increase their productivity,
IS a prominent approach in recent studies in the field of education (Mertler, 2009).
The aim is not to give the meaning to behaviours but to make a change (McMillan
and Schumacher, 2006; Kuzu, 2009). Eti and Giindogdu (2016) and Oztiirk (2012)
defined one of the features of action research as the determination of a problem as
a focal point in a process whose purpose is to solve the problem for the sake of the
individuals involved in and it is aimed to fill the gap between educational research
and practices in educational environment. With the improvement by time, action
research enables the teacher and student to be aware of the problems that are faced
in the educational process and learning environment (Borg, 1965) and eventually
become critical of practices (Heydenrych, 2001). In the present study, the teacher
questions the reasons of low homework performance in EFL classes and aims to
change the situation by designing an action for solution. While Patton (2014)
suggests that action research intends to solve specific problems in a program,
organization and community, Whitehead (1989, p. 16) describes the action
research as a process that researcher follows to answer the question "How can |
improve my work? ”. Similarly, Elliott (1991) and Patton (2014) describe action
research as a method to support the professional development of teachers which is
also one of the points in the study as the teacher aims to design a new homework

model in order to improve teaching by taking advantage of learning communities.

According to Johnson (2003) action research is a process of understanding a real
school or classroom environment and improving the quality of the activities
performed. Action research can also be used as a tool to work on solving a
problem occurred during the learning process (Anagiin, 2008). From this point on,
the researcher teacher aims to handle the decrease in homework performance in
English courses by adopting a different understanding in homework practice. As
emphasized before, when the problems observed in foreign language teaching are
considered, it is obvious that some improvements are needed related to the
elements and practices appear in the curriculum. Consequently, the functions of
the practices might be developed. As the teacher faced problems in homework

performance in English lessons, she attempted to solve it by redesigning
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homework practices and aimed to make a change in the situation. Thus, action
research is decided to be quite relevant as the design of the study.

Action research allows foreign language teachers to observe their own practices in
the process (Richards and Farrell, 2005). In addition, the teacher who is actively
involved in the action research experiences the process. This case creates a bridge
between theory and practice (Anagiin, 2008). As action research allows the
researcher to be a part of the study, teacher as researcher gets knowledge about
students’ improvements during process by observing their behaviours. In the
present study, the researcher is also the English teacher of the class and witnessed
the process. Eventually, the researcher has the chane to reveal the points that

should be improved in terms of homework practices.

One of the main features of action research is that it is limited to a certain
environment so that it can discover, develop and monitor the changes directly
(Wallace, 2000). Therefore; this allows the researcher to get detailed information
about the students’ improvements. In addition, the teacher in action research
process questions his professional development and is open to new learning
practices and methods (Altrichter, Posch, Somekh; 2000; Chamot, Barnhardt, &
Dirstine, 1998). As the present action research was conducted in a certain
environment, the teacher-researcher had the opportunity to observe the situations
and improvements afterwards. It was fruitful for the teacher to have detailed
information about the process and the factors causing decrease in homework
performance. Besides, the teacher got the chance to review her preferences and
gain a new perspective in homework practices and their suitability with modern

understanding of language education.

Based on the objectives expressed by Kokli (1993), the action research can be
expressed as an effort to overcome the problem by following new perspectives.
Individuals are open to developments in the learning process at any time. The
development is not only observed concerning students, but also institutions and
teachers. Action research is the process of working on the actual classroom
situation in order to improve the quality of teaching (Johnson, 2015) and it enables
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in-depth examination of the subject and observing developments along with the
process (Nasrollahi, Krish and Noor; 2012). In addition, action research increases
the credibility of the study by providing a multiple point of view for the research
as it allows cooperation among educators during the study process (Anagiin, 2008;

Karasar, 2016; Kokli, 2001).

In almost all of the definitions related to the action research, the common points
are as follows: identifying a problem, proposing a solution, implementing the
planned solution to the process, and questioning the effectiveness of the
implementation. The present study aims to solve a subjective problem of an
organization and inform the teacher with new understanding for homework model.
The teacher determines a situation about homework performance and collects the
relevant data from the environment and identifies the source of the problem,
interferes to improve the homework performance by developing a model based on
the sense of community and observes the results. Looking through the literature; it
can be stated that the main purpose of action research is to systematically
understand the reasons of situations emerging in the educational process and
develop an action plan to change it. Different from the other research methods, the
action research not only describes the situation, but also aims to solve the existing
problem. Therefore; it always starts with a problem definition and develops as a
solution process in which information is collected, observations and discussions

are made and practices are evaluated.

The common feature observed in the definition of action research is that it is
practice-based and aims to improve the implementation of an action. In the present
study, the teacher observed a problem in homework completion that emerged in
English class and aimed to find the reason by examining the related literature,
redesign homework practices in order to improve the situation and evaluate the
results of the action study. The statements show that action research is based on
critical theories. Based upon the definitions made on action research, the present
study was designed as an action research because the researcher came up with a
problem that needs solution to maintain the learning process. As homework

practice is one of the effective methods in learning language, the need to improve
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the situation is essential. The present study not only defines an issue but also aims
to enhance the homework performance and academic achievement in English
classes. Hence, it is predicted that there will be significant difference about the

encountered situation.

3.1.2. The Process of the Study

Regarding the process of action research, it is not possible to mention a definite
and unchanging linear process. There are numerous perspectives for the steps of
action research in literature. Schon, (1983; as cited in Yildirim and Simsek, 2016,
p. 309) and Bassey (1988; as cited in Koklii, 2001), Cummings and Worley (1997)
defined an eight-staged action research model, while Johnson (2014) developed a
five-staged and Ferrance (2000) six-staged model of action research. Thus, the
suggested steps in action research do not have a universal ranking and are based on
the research subject or situation (Johnson, 2014). The process of action research is
defined as a cyclical process unlike traditional research. As action research is a
flexible design special to the study conducted, it is not possible to talk about a
certain type and steps of it. As a result, researchers have different views on the
steps to be followed (Burns, 1999; Ferrance, 2000; Grundy, 1988, as cited in Berg,
2001; McKernan, 1991; Kemmis et al., 1988; Mills, 2003; Stringer, 2007; Yildirim
and Simsek, 2016). Even so, when the action research studies are examined, it can
be said that the main steps are planning, implementation, reflection and taking

action.

The steps defined by Mills (2003) summarize the main parts of action research.
Accordingly, action research is a four-stage dialectical cycle. While the focusing
area is defined at the first stage, data collection takes place at the second stage. The

third stage is data analysis and interpretation is the final stage of the action plan.
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Figure 3. Dialectic Action Research Spiral (Mills, 2003; as cited in Nasrollahi et
al., 2012)

As highlighted by Schoen and Nolen (2004), action research is a systematic
process contains flexibility and diversity. The researcher can follow one of the
concepts defined by the authorities in the process of the action research and can
also form a synthesis of stages in accordance with the nature of the research by his

own.

In the present study, the action research process defined by Yildirim and Simsek
(2016) was taken mainly as a guide; however, as action research is a non-linear,
distinctive and flexible design, the researcher had the chance to customize the
steps in the direction of the needs. Thus, the researcher defined her own diagram in
order to determine and display the process of the study specifically (See Figure 2).
Yildirnm and Simsek (2016) emphasize that the process of action research is
sustainable aiming at solving problems and they compare it to reflective thinking.
The process of the action research is represented in Figure 4. These steps are
described as a process which does not continue linear, but cyclical.
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Figure 4. Process of Action Research (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016)

Deciding to the Problem: An action research begins with identifying a problem
situation or a dimension that needs to be addressed (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016).
Therefore; firstly, the teacher decided on the problem. She observed increasing
problems in the performance and completion of homework practices in 8" grade
English lessons, questioned the reasons of the situation and as homework is one of
the crucial parts of language learning she aims to overcome the problem. After
viewing the homework checklist, the researcher came up with the following
problem: Students are unwilling to complete the homework given in English
courses or they complete the assignments carelessly. What can be the reasons of it

and how can | overcome this problem related to English homework?

Identifying the Questions: The determination of research questions has an
important impact on directing the study (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016). Following
the statement above, the researcher defined the research questions to identify the

problem clearly.

Data collection / Review of Literature: Various data sources were used to improve
the quality of the data in order to ensure validity and reliability of the study.

Considering the research questions defined by the researcher, the teacher
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conducted interviews with her colleagues and the students to have an idea about
the problem in detail and find answers to the reason of decrease in homework
performance in English class and obtain suggestions for the solution. Together
with the interviews, the teacher benefited from exam results and homework
checklists as a data. Except for, discussions on English homework were held in the
classroom in order to get foreknowledge about their homework ideas.

While collecting data to define the problem and its reasons in detail, the literature
about homework practices in education and their importance in foreign language
learning is reviewed simultaneously. After running through the literature, the
researcher came up with different studies about the attitudes towards assignments,
the importance of assignments in EFL classes and modern understandings in
language learning. Afterwards, she realized a new term in education, communities
of learners, a new understanding supported by various authorities. Learning
communities, emerged with the effect of modern education understanding, was

questioned in terms of being utilized in redesigning a new homework model.

Data analysis/ interpretation: Based on the collected data and review of literature,
the researcher got some conclusions on homework practices and revealed some
suggestions on the defined problem. Besides, with the interpretation of the data
and previous studies, the researcher came into different opinions about homework
models and reshapes the research questions. In order to carry out the study, the
problem was identified, the questions were determined, the literature was
reviewed, and data was collected and interpreted at the beginning. Based on the
data, an action plan for the situation was prepared. In order to introduce learning
communities to the students and see the applicability of the plan, a pilot study was

conducted for a week by designing a task that is based on CoL understanding.

Developing an action plan: Based on the collected data and the literature, an action
plan is prepared that makes a change in the situation (Uzuner, 2005). At this point, the
distinction of action research appears; in the action research, the researcher not only
defines a situation but also develops a plan for the solution of a problem and applies it
to the process (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016). Thus; the researcher identified drawbacks
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related to the homework performance and set up a systematic action plan to fix the
situation. Based on the information obtained in literature, homework practices were

redesigned based on learning communities.

Developing a monitoring plan: Along with the improvement of the action plan, to
be able to observe and gather data about the implementation is highly significant to
interpret how effective the plan is. Therefore; a monitoring plan has been
established before implementing the action plan. The researcher planned to
observe the impacts of learner communities based homework practice on the
process with her diary and observation notes. Moreover; homework checklists and

presentations of communities gave information about homework performances.

Implementing/monitoring the action plan: As a result of the information obtained
from the literature and participants in the study, the researcher thought that the
problem of English homework performance might be related to the followed
traditional homework practices. Thus, she questioned the impact of learning
communities on homework practices, as a modern understanding in the field. The
teacher decided on a new homework model that is redesigned on the light of CoL and
introduced it to the students. Following the development of the action plan, the newly
designed homework practice was started to be implemented after the teacher
announced the communities. The teacher remembered the classroom about CoL
understanding being discussed recently and how they operate. Afterwards, she
announced the learning communities for homework practices. Every community
composed of three students based on their academic levels, homework performances
and teacher observations. Detailed information can be found in Appendix O. After
informing the students, the 8-week process to follow ColL-based homework model
was started. Every community was responsible for doing the work together. Every
week, a certain community presented the week’s homework on smart board. Every
community picked a card from the word box that includes the targeted vocabulary for
the coming week and they prepared a dialogue or a text that contains those eight
words together with the members until the next homework session. No individual
work was accepted. The communities were also free to work together. The community

who is responsible for presenting the next homework session prepared a presentation
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containing their dialogue or text and a related worksheet including five multiple
choice and five reading comprehension questions about the prepared text. 15 minutes
is given to present the task and if there is time left, volunteer communities also were
aloowed to share their task. Afterwards, worksheets are distributed to the other
communities (1 for each community) and they are given 15 minutes to discuss the
answers together. In the last 10 minutes, communities share their answers and
opinions about the presentation in the class. Lastly, the worksheets and the task
prepared with the community are given to the teacher. After deciding the new
vocabularies for the next session, the week’s homework session is completed. The
teacher takes notes during the presentation and she observes the effect of CoL in terms
of social aspect and homework performance by analysing both the results of
homework completion in communities and individual homework given every week.
After the community finishes the presentation, the teacher conducts a semi-structured
focus group interview (Appendix 1) with the community to reveal their experiences
and opinions about learning communities in homework practices. Moreover, every
student writes a self-reflection report (Appendix J) about the redesigned homework
model and gets the chance to state self clearly as the researcher do not demand the
name. Besides, exam results are also taken into consideration by commenting the
impacts of learning communities in designing homework model for foreign language
classes. All the interviews were recorded and the researcher took notes during the

process.

Analysis and Evaluation: Implementing the action plan and evaluation of it can be
carried out simultaneously in action research (Yildirim and Simsek, 2016). The
researcher implements both the action plan, collects data and conducts analysis.
Since it is claimed that review of literature will contribute interpreting the data and
solving unexpected problems that may arise during the process, the researcher
continues to look over the literature. At the end of the process, all data were
reviewed and analysed to get idea about the impact of the new model of homework
practices. Eventually, the researcher decided to continue with the newly designed
homework model in English classes and consequently there is no need to develop
an action research as the aim is fulfilled about homework performance in English
classes.
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3.2. Participants of the Study

Patton (1987; as cited in Yildinm and Simsek, 2016) emphasizes that purposeful
sampling, which is one of the sampling methods that in qualitative research, allows the
researcher to study the situations in-depth containing rich information. Purposeful
sampling aims to select information-rich cases (Bernard, 2002; Patton, 2014). It is a
process of selecting a small number of impact cases when they are likely to “'yield the
most information and have the greatest impact on the development of knowledge’’
(Patton, 2001, p. 236). The aim is to get an idea about a specific part of a process
which is actually the situation in the present study dealing with homework
performances in English as a foreign language education process. In the present study,
the teacher faces with an unexpected problem about homework performance in one of
her classes and defines the students as participants of the action study to get detailed
information about the situation. The present action research requires voluntary
participants as there is a need for improving a situation in English homework
practices. As a result, the participants were selected by typical case sampling method
which is one of purposeful sampling methods in which the study introduces a new

situation of implementation.

The research was conducted with students in the same class, three English teachers
working in the same school and the researcher who designs and implements
English homework in line with the approach of learning communities. The school
is a secondary state school located in Bursa and the student-participants of the
study were the students studying in the same school in 2018-2019 schoolyear. The
number of registered students was 27 but three of them were not-attendant. So, the
study was carried out with 24 students who knew each other for three years. As the
students are under age, parental approval form was required. Besides, as it is a
voluntary study, consent forms were given to the students. Thanks to the small size
of the class, it is appropriate for conducting action research because it is possible
to get a deep understanding about the faced situation and the ways of improving it.
Reasons of choosing this school and class are that the researcher is working there
as an English teacher and that she observed some problems in the mentioned class

on homework practices and consequently English competency.
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The teacher-participants are teaching English at least for five years and all of them
are graduated from faculty of foreign language education. The Table 1 presents the

characteristics of English teachers as participants.

Table 1

Characteristics of Teachers Participating in the Study
Participant Gender Years of Teaching Subject Classes
Teacher 1 F 18 English 5th and 8th Grades
Teacher 3 M 5 English 7th and 8th Grades
Teacher 4 F 8 English 5th and 8th Grades

The curriculum designed by Turkish MoNE is implemented in the classroom,
which has 5 hours of English lessons per week. Homework assignments to be
performed are also included in the curriculum as a learning method and the
program was covered exactly. Students in the classroom have differences in
academic achievement and homework performance. The teacher also considers
these differences during the study and defines the learning communities for
homework practices based on these cases as represented in Appendix O.

3.3. Role of the Researcher

Yildirm and Simsek (2016) stated that in action research, the teacher can be the
researcher of his own process and collect data about the identified problem. Data can
be procured through the notes, observations or document reviews held by the
practitioner (Yildinm and Simsek, 2016). In this study, the researcher questions
whether communities of learners based homework have an impact on homework
performance and improved an action plan for the situation. The role of the researcher
of the present study is critical as the teacher is both the conductor of the study and the
teaching process. Thus, there might be a bias that can affect the objectivity of
analyzing the data. To avoid the situation, it is important to keep observation notes and
diary in order to get in-depth information. Following the determination of the research
questions, the researcher collected data in the related field so that the problem could be
defined in detail and obtain appropriate suggestions for the solution. At this point, the
researcher benefited from her observation notes, students’ homework checklists and

student and teacher interviews related to individual homework practices. As a result,
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the teacher was not only responsible for collecting data but also she observed the
process as researcher.

Besides being an observer, the teacher is also the implementer of newly designed
homework practices. Thus, the researcher both determined a problematic situation
in the homework practices and also tried to find ideal solutions to improve it. As
the teacher redesigned the homework practices in the light of learning
communities, the students should be made aware of what LC based homework is
and how to follow it in and outside the class before starting the action. At this
point, it is important that the researcher informs the students clearly about the new
understanding of homework in foreign language classes, which was carried out
before the implemention in the present study. In addition, the study might be
helpful for teachers in terms of homework practices and preferred models as it

proceeds to a concept that might be suitable with the new understanding of FLE.

3.4. Data Collection Instruments

In order to make the research more meaningful and to support the findings, the
selection of data collection tools is important (Cavkaytar, 2009). Qualitative data
were collected in the present study as it aims to gain an understanding of
underlying factors of a situation and analyze individuals’ experiences about the
process. As for source of data, along with observation notes, diary and reflection
papers, interviews were conducted so as to reveal the perceptions on the
effectiveness of improved homework practices. Written document such as
homework checklists and exam results were also utilized to have a deep

unerstanding during data analysis.

In action research, methods of data collection for different types are called
triangulation. This method allows viewing the research from multiple perspectives
(Johnson, 2015). Different types of data collection tools were used throughout the
present study. Data collection tools commonly used in action research are

researcher notes, observation reports, participant reflection reports, interviews and
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written transcripts of them, audio-video recording documents, researcher diaries,

student documents and questionnaires.

Table 2 shows the data collection tools in the conducted study.

Table 2
Data Collection Tools Being Utilized In the Study
Researcher Teachers Students
Observation Audio Recordings Audio Recordings
Diary Semi-structured Interviews Reflection Reports
Homework Checklist Pre and Post Interviews

Exam Results
Homework Presentations

Homework Checklists and Exam Results: Products established by students in the
learning process or at the end, visual or written sources can be used to reply
research questions (Dal, 2012). In some studies, documents such as exam papers,
worksheets or even letters might be used as a data. In the present study, homework
checklists were first analyzed in order to determine individuals’ homework
performance. After designing new homework model for EFL class and
implementing it in the educational process, the checklists from the first and second
semester (Appendix P) were compared at the end of the action to get an idea about
the effectiveness of learning communities based homework on performance. This
method can be defined as a review of documents in action research. Document
analysis ensures convergence and corroboration of other data sources in the study

and provides triangulation that enhances credibility (Bowen, 2009).

Semi-Structured Teacher Interviews: The most efficient form of interviewing
technique is individual interviews which are directed by the teacher (Alshengeeti,
2014; Johnson, 2015). As homework is a practice that actually arises from
teachers, it is crucial to get an idea about their attitudes towards homework in their
classes. In this research, a semi-structured interview (Appendix F) is conducted
with English teachers about their homework attitudes and preferences of

homework methods in their lessons. Main questions and related sub-questions
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were developed in order to get in-depth data about the English teachers’
perceptions of homework practices and their preferences.

Semi-structured Student Interviews: In the present study, students are actually the
main participants of the process. The researcher decided to conduct an action
research after observing a decrease in students’ performance in homework
practice. Thus, the data provided from the students play a vital role in finding a
solution for the problem. The pre-interviews (Appendix G) help to reveal students’
feelings about homework practices in English class in the present study as they had
the chance to express themselves in a free atmosphere and they shape the answers
during the interview according to their ideas.

A semi-structured pre-interview schedule is prepared for the students in order to
understand their general perceptions about current English homework practices
followed in the lessons as it is underlined being crucial for their homework
attitudes in the literature. The interview is conducted with every student before
shaping a new model of homework practice based on the students’ ideal

homework preferences.

Semi-structured Student Focus Group Interviews: Focus group interview can be
described as dynamic discussion groups in which people are asked about their
perceptions about a particular topic (Harrell and Bradley, 2009). A focus group
interview (Appendix 1) was used as a post-interview with students in order to get
information about the perceptions of newly developed homework practices. In
other words, in the post-interview, the students were interviewed about the new
homework practices and thus the impact of the adopted homework model in foregn
language classes was questioned. The interview aimed to collect data that give the
researcher clues about the effectiveness of CoL based homework model in order to
compare students’ opinions about homework before and after the implementation
of the new homework practice. As the interview is conducted with the determined
learning communities rather than an individual, the teacher had also the
opportunity to see whether the students gain the sense of society and improved
their interpersonal skills, which was missing in the classroom previously. Besides
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asking the interview questions to the community, the teacher also took notes about
the relations and the harmony among individuals in order to see if the sense of
community ensured communication and collaboration between students, one of the

main factors of acquiring language.

Classroom Observation Notes: In action research, the practitioner also has the
opportunity to observe his own practice as he is involved in the process (Yildirim
and Simsek, 2016). While the students were experiencing learning communities
based assignments, the researcher took notes during the lessons, presentations and
discussions in the class. These notes were helpful in supporting the results part of
the study and promote the credibility of the study. Besides, the researcher got
ideas student’s communication skills, community awareness and motivation which

help to make comments on impacts of learning communities concept.

Audio Recordings: Additionally to observation notes, the answers of the
participants were audio recorded by receiving the permission of self and parents.
At some points, it can be difficult to write notes while directing the interview. The
recordings prevent loss of data and allow the researcher to make in-depth analysis
afterwards. Besides, it ensures triangulation to provide credibility of observation
notes and teacher’s diary. In case the participant does not give permission because

of feeling uncomfortable, interview notes are used to keep data permanent.

Researcher’s Diary: Researcher diaries serve as an important source for
describing each step in the research process and in assembling parts (Kusat, 2010).
In this way, the researcher contributes to the data collection process by recording
her observations and comments. Researcher diaries include notes about the
problems encountered, the situations experienced in the process, and the

reflections of the planned practices.

Student Reflection Reports: Reflection reports can be demanded from the
participants to measure how the improvements are perceived in the action process.
A semi-structured focus group interview was held after the implementation of CoL

based homework practices. Even so, the researcher felt the need to get data
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individually about the perception of learning communities based homework in
English classes as it might be students who hesitated to share their ideas about
homework practices during focus group interview. Moreover, as every community
attended the interview together with the members, they might avoid expressing
unpleasant experiences about working together with a community. Hence, after the
8-week implementation process, reflection reports (Appendix J) were requested
from every student in order to get aware of students’ experiences about learning
communities and new designed model of homework practices. The teacher did not
demand the name of the student in the report so that they express themselves

sincerely.

3.5. Learning Communities as Homework Model

The broadest and most inclusive use of learning communities is to describe situations
where an array of groups and institutions have united forces to promote systematic
societal change and share or jointly own the risks, responsibilities, resources and
rewards (Himmelmann, 1994, p. 28).
The concept of community is defined in literature in relation with education
studies in many ways. Sheffer and Anundsen (1993, p. 31) refer to the definition of

community as follows:

Community as a dynamic whole that emerges when a group of people participate in
common activities, depend on one another, and make decisions together. In addition,
group members identify themselves as part of something larger than the sum of their
individual relationships, and are willing to commit themselves for the long term to the
group's wellbeing.
The sense of community is mostly related to the belief of loyalty, belonging, spirit,
interaction shared goals. McMillan and Chavis (1986) mention four principles
required for the sense of community. These principles determined as membership,
mutual influence, integration and fulfilment of needs and shared emotional
connection are the concepts constituting the community. Membership is a belief
that one has invested part of oneself to become a member and therefore feels a
right to belong the community. This feeling features the sense of belonging and is
one of the necessary principles for learning communities. Mutual influence is a

principle developing in a mutual manner. The effect of a member in the
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community and the effect of the community on the member are mutual. This
increases faithfulness in the community. In learning communities, interaction is an
important tool to reach the desired goal. The integration and fulfilment of needs
can be interpreted as strengthening the community. In order to achieve this, the
needs of the members must be understood and is required to be met by the
collaborative practices. As it can be predicted, shared emotional connection
develops with creating opportunities to form an interaction, meet the needs and
establish a connection among the members. A¢ikgoz (1993, p. 6) refers to the

learning communities adopted cooperative learning as follows:

It is that the individuals with different abilities, race, gender, social skill level ensure

the permanent learning by working together within the framework of a common aim

as a group, provide contribution to each other’s learning and fulfilling the tasks

assigned.
The changes made in education programs to catch the era and have an idea about
modern learning methods argue that learning mostly occurs with participation,
interaction and cooperation and as a result of this; mutual interaction, cooperation
and community awareness are emphasized rather than competitive understanding
in learning environment. Romasz, Kantor and Eliac (2004) argued that individuals
should realize their social and emotional competence in learning environment. One
of the ways to measure this is the learning communities. If required, individuals in
the learning communities must show their skills on solidarity, managing individual
thoughts and problem solving in a community. It may be possible with their social
and emotional competence. Moreover, establishing interpersonal connection
enables students to feel valuable and as a result, allows them to be more willing

and determined against group-oriented practices in learning communities.

As stated earlier, with the improvements in the field of education, new approaches
showed up that appeal to the requirements of modern education understanding.
Different from individualization or creating a competitive environment in learning
process, learning communities understanding promotes interaction, collaboration
and exchange of ideas in every part of the operation. As highly underlined in
literature about language teaching, foreign language learning environment requires
the sense of being a whole, sharing information and communicating with each
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other in order to make the learning authentic and permanent. Learning
communities, encouraging the students learn together and reach their goals under
favour of the sense of community is an understanging that has become common
recently and promoted by constructivism, an approach preferred in FLE in Turkey.
Learning communities enhances continuous improvement as the communities are
enriched with various ideas about different individuals. It also promotes collective
responsibility and students become eager to communicate in order to fulfil their
aims together (Bolam, Stoll, Thomas, and Wallace, 2005). As it is both fun and
easy to conduct the process in line with learning communities understanding, it
strengthens students practice and improves the situations that might result in
disappointment. The members of the community become aware of the fact that
they are accountable to each other to achieve the shared goal and improve
themselves (Hord, 2004). With the improvements in education, authorities search
for new understandings that promotes permanent learning and appeals to the needs
of students. As a result, new understandings in the field of education should reflect
characteristics of society as a learning environment also builds a society itself.
Different from the traditional methods in education, learning communities promote
collectivity, communication, shared goals or cooperation which is actually the
needs of individuals to get adapted to the society (Liberman & Miller, 2008;
Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill, 2009). Communities of learning understanding
aims to turn the learning process into a collective movement in order to adapt it to

the characteristics of today’s education understanding.

As it is seen in some studies carried out, while the learning communities make
contribution to the student in terms of academic aspect during learning process, it
also helps individual discover self-consciousness, be aware of social
responsibilities and justice and be accountable to public. Considering the studies
on types of homework practice, attitudes towards homework and homework and
academic performance, homework practices created based on individual-oriented
and competitive traditional approaches are not sufficient in providing a significant
difference in learning process according to modern understanding in FLE.
Individual-oriented homework seems insufficient for today’s modern
understanding of education and for meeting the interests and needs of new
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generation. As interaction and communication has become importance in the
information age, the belief that individual exists for only himself in learning
process has decreased. Moreover, considering the language acquisition and
English language teaching programs, the effort to show what is learned and to be
capable of using the language being learned has led to the need for a new
understanding of homework models, as it is also a tool for assessment. Thus, a new
homework model is aimed to be designed for FLE class that is based on the
characteristics of learning communities. The newly designed homework model
requires the learners studying collaboratively with the learners in community and
achieving together rather than involve in a competition during language learning
process. ColL-based homework model is believed to correspond to modern

approaches in language learning which appeal to students.

3.6. Data Collection Procedure

In this section, the aim is to provide information about how the data were gathered
through data collection instruments and the process of collecting data. At the
beginning of the process, the teacher witnessed problems in English homework
performances and as homework practices are crucial for academic achievement
and language learning, she decided to find a solution for the situation. The Table 3
shows the weeks and dates of the data collection process in the study:

Table 3
Data Collection Procedure of the Present Study

Weeks: 2 3 4-11 12

Provincial directorate
Approval of Parents
Teacher semi-structured interviews v
Student pre-interviews v
Classroom Observations v v v
Implementation of Homework Prc.
Focus Group Interview
Student Reflection Reports v

NN

ENIENIEN

After reviewing some literature about homework practices and new understandings

in homework models, she decided to get more information about the situation.
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Before collecting data, the researcher asked for permission from provincial
directorate of national education in Bursa to conduct the study. After getting
permission (Appendix B) in March, 2019, the researcher informed the school
director, teachers and the students about the study and sent parental approval forms

to the parents as the students are under age.

As all parents were favorable towards the study, 24 students were defined as
participants. The participants who work as English teachers at the aforesaid school
were also given a consent form as an interview was also carried out with them in
order to get information about their homework perceptions and preferences. All of

the colleagues of researcher accepted to participate in the study.

Firstly, semi-structured interview was carried out with the teachers to reveal
teachers’ perceptions of homework and its place in their own lessons. The
interviews took approximately twenty minutes for every teacher. After the
teachers, students were also interviewed in order to get information about their
opinions on homework applications and their attitudes towards their English
assignments. 24 students were interviewed individually and every interview lasted
about 20-30 minutes depending on extra questions. After conducting pre-
interviews, doing observations and analyzing written documents (i.e., homework
checklist and exam results) the teacher came up with a new understanding in
education in literature identified as learning communities. Then, she decided to
redesign the homework practices based on learning communities in English classes
as its characteristics appealed to the preferences of students and the adopted
approach in FLE. The students were also informed about the sense of community
in learning processes and discussions were conducted together with the classroom
whether they could achieve being communities. Afterwards, homework practices
in English classes were formed as tasks being completed in communities
determined by the teacher for a week and the practice resulted well. After
redetermining the learning communities for homework practices in terms of
students’ academic levels and homework performances (each community involved
a low, an intermediate and a high level student), the new model of homework in

English classes and the characteristics of practices were introduced to the students.
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Throughout the eight weeks of implementation of the developed homework model,
the communities were interviewed about their experiences during the process after
their presentations. Besides, the researcher took notes and wrote her opinions on
the diary at the end of homework presentation of every community. After every
lesson for homework presentation session, the teacher arranged the observation

notes in order to avoid from confusion and useless information in data analysis.

After the 8-week implementation period of CoL based homework practices was
finished completely, the researcher requested reflection reports from every student
in which they express their opinions about studying with community, being a part
of a community, cooperation in homework completion and redesigned homework
model for FLE classes. The written documents such as homework checklist, exam
results and students’ work were also data in the study. These documents helped to
make comparisons between the two semesters. Besides, comparing the homework
checklists and the exam grades of the students, the teacher would have an idea
about the effects of two models of homework which are traditional based and CoL
based in terms of homework performance and academic achievement in English
classes. At the end of the process, the teacher thanked the students to be a part of
her study and asked their opinions about their experiences. The opinions on
learning communities based practices were quite positive in general. Besides, it
was obvious that ensuring learning communities in education promoted
relationship among students which was one of the problems in classroom and it
ensured the sense of community among individuals, which is actually one of the
purposes of modern appraoches in education programs and promoters of target

language competency.

3.7. Data Analysis

Data analysis stages generally consist of analysis, editing and interpretation of the
data obtained with the help of various data collection tools. Yildirim and Simsek
(2016) stated that the analysis of the data in the action research is performed

simultaneously along with the data collection process. Johnson (2003) argues that
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clarifying significant tendencies and classifications is more meaningful for the
research rather than trying to explain each data collected in qualitative research.

The data of the present study were collected through semi-structured interviews,
and focus group student interviews, observations, researcher’s diary, students’ self
reflection reports, homework checklists and exam results of students are also
utilized during data analysis. In qualitative data analysis, the important categories,
patterns and relationships of the data are discovered first (Check and Schutt,
2012). The data provided by the interviews were analyzed through content analysis
in the present study in order to provide a thorough analysis of the data. In content
analysis, the content of interview records is analyzed and data coding and
categories are created at the same period (Merriam, 2013). With the purpose of
putting the data in order, the documentation of the data was followed carefully.
Transcriptions of interviews and the observation notes were rearranged and typed
accordingly. In order to conduct a systematic description of the data and struct the
material, coding frame is a useful technique in content analysis (Schreier,
2012).The content from the transcriptions of data was coded and then themes were
identified based on the emerging codes. Being shaped in the light of research
questions, emergent themes embodying the data were defined and the analyses of
data were conducted based on the themes and codes. The themes and coding
frames of the present study derived from teachers and students statements are

represented in Appendix K, L, M.

While the data collected by conducting semi-structured interviews were analyzed
through content analysis, observations and reflection reports were assayed by
descriptive statistics as it allows the researcher to provide a richer picture or
enhanced representation of data (Given, 2008). It is important for the data to be
clearly described. Direct quotations can also be put to show the views of
individuals in a striking manner (Yildirnm and Simsek, 2016). In the method of
descriptive analysis, the data is summarized and direct quotations utilized from
data collection instruments are interpreted in accordance with the predefined
themes in content analysis. The aim of this method is to provide the obtained data

to explanatory concepts. As another analysis method in studies, triangulation refers
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to the use of multiple data sources in qualitative research to develop a
comprehensive understanding of phenomena (Patton, 2014). The findings are also
supported with homework checklists and exam results in graphs so that the validity
of the study can be increased by triangulation, which will be mentioned as a part of

trustworthiness of the study.

3.8. Trustworthiness

Trustworthiness of a study is defined as steps inspiring reliability, convincing the
reader that the findings are worth to turn into account (Lincoln and Guba, 1985).
Unlike in quantitative research, qualitative researchers might take a subjective
stance and act biased as they deal with social contexts or culture of a society rather
than measurable quantities. In order to maintain trustworthiness in a qualitative
study, there are some principles that the researcher should pay attention by
conducting a study which are defined as credibility, transferability, reliability and
objectivity (Lincoln and Guba, 1985).

Credibility is a phenomenon that questions to what extent scientific observations
and measurements are authentic (Le Compte and Goetz, 1982). In order to provide
credibility in the study, data were supplied with multiple collection procedures and
interviews were recorded and transcribed. During the study, interviews,
observations, diary notes and reflection papers were provided as data. As a result,
it was possible to use triangulation by supporting the findings with homework
checklists and exam results in graphs in order to gain a more complete
understanding and enhance credibility. Moreover, because of the nature of action
research, the researcher was also a part of the study as both the instructor and the
researcher. This situation provided to observe the environment of the study in
details for the researcher, which is crucial to enhance trustworthiness. Thus,
prolonged engagement during the study is also defined as one of the techniques to
enable credibility of the study.

As the present study is an action research, generalization of the results are not

aimed at the first stage. Due to its characteristics, the result of an action research is
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unique to the analyzed case and the environment of the study (Somekh, 2006).
Nevertheless, defined activities, designed model of homework and the findings of
the study might contribute to similar contexts in order to analyse different settings.
The methodology of the study was explained thoroughly and the data were
displayed in details in order to provide thick description for the sake of
trustworthiness of the study. Besides, in order to help transferability of the study,
data were enriched by maintaining quotes from participants and the notes taken

from the researcher’s diary.

As one of the principles of trustworthiness, reliability of a study depends on its
repetability in different settings (Stufflebeam, Madaus & Kellaghan, 2002). From
this point, it is possible for the present study to be repeated in different settings by
following same circumstances. To set an example, learning communities as a
homework model might be applied to different classes in order to see its impact in
various settings. Even so, it is not possible to state that the findings will be
completely consistent as the results of an action research are individual, as pointed
out earlier. Besides, reliability of a study might also be provided by parallel forms
reliability. In the present study, the new model of homework was both analysed

through focus groups and also reflection reports in order to compare the results.

Obijectivity is defined as other criteria for trustworthiness in scientific studies
Lincoln and Guba, 1985). It questions whether the findings are shaped according
to participants’ answers. There are various techniques that enable the objectivity of
a study. Audit trail and triangulation are the techniques utilized in the present
study. The researcher detailed the analysis of data and interpreted it by using
different sources. Besides, quotations from observation notes and diary were

shared during the result section in order to display the consistency of the data.

3.9. Ethical Considerations

The participants of the study were students and teachers. As the students were not

adults, ethical considerations were considered important in the present study. As a
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result, before the study began, approval for conducting the study was taken from
the provincial directorate for national education in Bursa. (Appendix B)

Thereafter, the parents were delivered parental approval forms that inform about
the study and request their allowance to conduct it together with their children. All
the parents responded positively to the study and allowed their children to be
participants. The English teachers and students that participated in the study were
also given consent forms before the study so as to inform them about the study and

ask for their acceptance to conduct interviews with them.

After all the documents were completed, students were made familiar with the
concept of learning communities and their opinions were taken into consideration
about a new model of homework in English classes. Moreover, before the
implementation of new homework model to foreign language classes, a week was
held to a pilot study in order to observe the applicability of the designed model of
homework practices. The context of the homework was suitable with the class
subjects of 8™ grades. Besides, in students’ reflective forms, no information about
the identity was demanded so that the student does not feel drawback in stating

opinions.
3.10. Limitations of the Study

As with any research in literature, limitations show up to this study by reason of its
design and implementation. One of the restraints of the present study exists as a
result of the nature of qualitative research. The findings cannot be generalized to
larger populations, as the sample of the sample size of the research formed from a
small group of participants. Thus, the research is limited to the determined school
and students as it is an action study that aims to overcome a faced problem in a

determined environment.

Most of the students were not aware of learning communities in education process.
Thus, students might be hesitating to conduct homework practices as communities

and working together. In order to reduce their drawbacks, the researcher
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introduced the principles of communites and tried to make the students familiar
with the sense of community in society by conducting discussions before the
implementation. Moreover, a week was spent for a pilot study to experience
learning communities based homework practices and to check whether it worked

with the determined class.

Another limitation can exist in relation to the lack of an external observer as it
might harm the objectivity of the study. As a result, in addition to interviews, the
teacher-researcher both took observation notes and also kept a diary in order to

enhance the objectivity by comparing every data and strike a balance.

The description of the communities was done by the teacher. This situation might
cause problems if there is a conflict between individuals. As a result, there might
be some obstacles in communities studying process. In order to reduce the
situation, the communities were not abstracted from each other. On the contrary,

they were encouraged to work together during completing tasks.

The interviews were managed by the teacher. As a result, the students might
hesitate to express their real ideas about the assignments. So as to prevent the
situation, the teacher collected student reflection reports about CoL based
homework practice and the students didn’t have to share their identities on the

reports.

The teachers might hesitate to share their own ideas about homework practices and
they feel discomfortable about questioning their preferences on homework models.
In order to eliminate this situation, the teacher-researcher conducted the interview

sincerely in order to create an ordinary conversation environment.
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS

The main concern of the study was to enhance homework performance by
implementing CoL-based homework model in English classes and contribute to
the improvement of new homework practices. This chapter presents the results of
the study. The data collected through semi-structured interviews, observations,
teacher diary and students’ reflections are analysed. Written documents such as
homework checklists and exam results are used to make comparisons between
usual homework model and ColL-based homework model in terms of homework

performance of students and their academic achievement in English class.

Hereunder, the results based on the data analysis are presented in four titles
covering the research questions and identified codes. The first part reports the
perceptions of the characteristics of English homework from the point of students
and teachers. The second part provides information about students’ definitions of
ideal homework in terms of various aspects. Afterwards, the observations of the
teacher are represented about the week for discussion of learning communities and
pilot study and finally the last part deals with the impact of learning communities-
based homework model by analysing students’ perceptions, comparing homework

checklists and exam results from two semesters.

4.1. Perceptions about the Characteristics of English Homework

In order to get information about the point, the data is collected through pre-
interviews with the students and English teachers from the school of subject. First,
the data obtained by teachers’ interviews about homework are analysed under the

themes of teachers’ perceptions and homework preferences. Afterwards, the
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students are interviewed about homework practices on their English classes. When
the data from the students are analysed, the themes students’ perceptions of
homework, using resources in homework practices and perceptions about

homework assessment are obtained.

4.1.1. Perceptions of Teachers

The perceptions of teachers on homework and their homework preferences are
included in the study as they are actually the starters of homework practices. When
teachers’ general perception of homework is examined, it is found out that they
define homework as reinforcement for the class, responsibility of students, source

of motivation, a pointless activity, promoter of success, and tool of assessment.

Running through the data, it is noticed that teachers actually promote homework in
teaching process as all of them referred homework as reinforcement for learning.
As the teachers state in the quotes, homework in English classes strengthens

learning and provides revising of the lesson.

Dedigim gibi yiizde yiiz katkis1 var
demiyorum ama 6dev yontemi her ders
icin aslinda oOnemli bir pekistirec.
Pekistire¢ derken hem ders tekrarini
kasdediyorum hem de 6grenci Odev
yaparken  derste  kafasinda  tam
oturmayan noktalar1 daha iyi
netlestirebiyor. (O1)

Ingilizce dersi ¢ok sevilmeyen bir ders
oldugu icin okulun disinda &grenciler
genellikle ilgilenmiyorlar. Bu yiizden
Odev verilince eksi alma korkusuyla en
azindan islenen konuyu pekistiriyorlar.
(03)

I'm not saying that it makes contribution
for hundred percent but homework is
actually an important reinforcement for
every subject. When | define it as
reinforcement, | am talking about
revision of the class and | think students
clarify the points that were not plausible
during the class. (T1)

As English is not enjoyed so much
among students, they do not concern
about it outside the school. So, if there is
homework to be completed, they get the
chance to reinforce the class to avoid a
negative in checklist. (T3)

Three of the teachers also state that homework enhance responsibility as most of
the students are not willing to known for their indifference. Also three of the
teachers state that assigned tasks helps the teacher to identify the students about

their sense of responsibility, which promotes success according to them.
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Simdi ben acikgasi Odev  ¢ok
vermiyorum ama Odev verdigimde bu
sorumlulugu alan O6grencinin derslerde
ve yazili smavlarda daha Dbasarili
oldugunu gozlemliyorum doénem iginde.
Bu tiir katkilar1 var 6devin bana gore.
(O

Odev kesinlikle dil 6greniminde énemli
elemanlardan biridir. Odevler sayesinde
ogrenciler sorumluluk bilinci kazaniyor
ve dahasi Odevler tekrar yapmalarii
sagliyor ki bu da derste basariy1 arttirir.
(04)

Now, frankly, | don't give a lot of
homework, but when I assign homework,
I observe that the student who feels
responsible for doing it is more
successful in the classes and written
exams. | think homework promotes
motivation and success. (O1)

Homework is for sure one of the most
important elements in foreign language
education. Students gain the sense of
responsibility  and  what’s  more,
homework tasks help them to make
revision, which enhances success. (T4)

Teachers also draw attention to motivation in FLE and two of them imply that
homework practices, whatever the type is, improves motivation of students as they
want to show themselves in the classroom especially when the teacher is strict
about the assignments. As long as they continue to care about the task, they are

praised, which enhances the motivation towards the class.

Motivasyon egitim siirecinin en 6nemli
silahlarindan biri bence. Ozellikle de
basar1 orami diisiik olan derslerde. Ee
Ingilizce de bulnardan biri oldugu igin
Ogrencinin  hirslandirilmast  lazim.
Odevleri  kontrol ederken &devleri
genelde tamamlayan Ogrenciyi derste
takdir ediyorum ki boylece ders karsi
motive olsun ve digerleri de onu goriince
ornek alsin. (O3)

Yani, mesela 6dev yapan ogrenciler
derste daha istekliler. Hem &devleri

yaptiklart i¢in kendilerini gdstermek
istiyorlar hem de dOdevlerin ders
basarisma  katkist  oldugunu  fark
ediyorlar.(02)

Motivation is one of the significant tools
in education, especially in the subjects
with lower level of success. Well, as
English is one of those subjects, students
should be impassioned. | praised the
students during assessment who mostly
complete their homework. In that way,
other students aspire and try to
imitate.(T3)

Well, for example, students who do
homework are more motivated in class.
They want to show themselves because
they do homework and realize that
homework contributes to the academic
success. (T2)

One of the participant teachers defines homework as a pointless activity because of
his bad experiences about homework practices at his classes and adds that does not
mean homework practices are useless in learning. When he is asked about the
reason of his statement, he states that it is about his classes behaving irresponsible

towards all types of homework practices in English classes.
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Teachers also

. ama ben 6devin her sinif i¢in ayni
etkiyi  gosterdigini  diistinmilyorum.
Mesela benim bu yilki smiflarim 6dev
tamamlama  konusunda iyi bir
performans  gostermiyorlar  ¢iinki
sorumluluk bilingleri yok ya da basarili
olmak gibi bir hedefleri de. Yani aslinda
0dev bazi smiflar icin higbir etki
gostermiyor. (O3)

reflect that homework monitors students’

... but I don’t think it is the same for all
the students and learning environment.
My classes this year for example do not
show a performance on homework as
they ignore responsiblities or they don’t
care about being successful. So,
homework assignments do not provide
any impact in process in some
classes.(T3)

knowledge and
competency in English classes. In other words, they adopt it as the tool of
assessment. Based on the data, if the students are given tasks about the covered
topic, it is possible for the teacher to see at what degree the student minded the
lesson and struggle with the task.

...En azindan verdigin 6devleri yapan
Ogrencinin 0dev  performansina ve
verdigi cevaplara baktiginda seviyesini
goriilyorsun. Biitlin smifin  akademik
diizeyi aym1 olmuyor. Odevler sana
Ogrenciler arasindaki basart farkimi da
yansttiyor aslinda. (O1)

Odevleri smifta gezinerek  kontrol
ederken bazen birkag 6grencinin 6devini
inceliyorum. Bu sekilde goz atarak bile
islenen konunun ne kadar anlasildigini
ve Ogrencilerin takildigi  noktalari
gorebiliyorum. Bu sayede bazen
anlagilmadigint  diislindiiglim konunun
{istiinden geciyorum. (O4)

.. At least when you evaluate the
answers given by the students, you have
an opinion about the level. The
academic level of the whole class is not
the same. The homework also reflects
the difference in success between
students. (T1)

While | check the completed homework
by walking around the classroom, |
sometimes examine some of them in
detail. In that way, | can have an idea
about the competency of the covered
topic and realize their problems. As a
result, I recover the topic if | find it
necessary.(T4)

Even the teachers identify homework as an effective tool to obtain information
about the function of the lesson and give the opportunity to evaluate students’
learning; it is also revealed from the data that they mostly do not assess homework
in detail as they think it is time consuming to assess all of them. When they are
asked about their way of homework assessment under the question ‘How do you
assess the assignments?’ three of them emphasized that they mostly walk around
the classroom and check if the task is completed and they do not evaluate the
answers together with the classroom. Moreover, it is also stated that they employ

students to keep a checklist for homework.
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Ben bazen 6dev veriyorum ve verdigim
zamanlarda da Odevlerin tamamlanip
tamamlanmadigin1  sinifta  gezinerek
control ediyorum. Dersimin tamamini
nadiren 6dev kontrolii i¢in veriyorum.
(O1)

Odev kontrolii evet 6nemli, 6zellikle
Ogrencinin hatasin1  fark etmesi ve
aralarinda tartisip anlamast i¢cin. Ama
zaman konusunda sikintt oldugu igin
6dev kontrolciilerim var, onlar kontroli
yapiyorlar. (04)

Odev  kontroliinii smifi  dolasarak
yaptyorum. Tamamlayip
tamamlamadiklarina bakiyorum ¢iinkii
tek tek geri doniit vermek icin zaman
kisitli. (02)

Bu biraz aligkanlik meselesi. 15 yili
agkindir  6gretmenlik  yapiyorum ve
6devlendirmelerimi genellikle kaynak
kitaptan ya da tiim 6grencilerde bulunan
bir materyalden verdim. Hem MEB’ in
kaynagim kullanmak istiyorum hem de
herkes icin ulasilabilir. Evet igerik
yeterli degil hele ki dil pratigi i¢in hig
etkili degil ama farkli bir 6dev
uygulamasi yiiriitmek de zaman ve istek
gerektiriyor.  Yenilige biraz kapali
olabilirim bu konuda. (03)

I sometimes give homework to students
and at that times | walk around the
classroom to see if they are done or not.
I rarely conduct an evaluation session
for the homework practices. (T1)

Yes, it is important to evaluate the
homework, especially for the students in
order to realize their mistakes and
discuss the answers with each other. But
as we have a limited time, | determine
two checkers for homework and want
them to keep a checklist. (T4)

I walk around the class to see if they
completed the homework. I don’t have
much time to give feedback to all of the
students. So, mostly | focus on the
completion of it. (02)

I think this is a matter of habit. | have
been teaching for over 15 years, and |
have always given my assignments from
the source book or a material that is
accessible for all students like materials
by MoNE. Those materials are not
enough for language learning but
designing homework takes time and
requires enthusiasm. | might be not
innovative about this issue. (03)

4.1.2. Homework Preferences of Teachers

When the data about teachers’ homework preferences in their classes are analysed,
individual homework is the common method appeared in the lessons. Although
they think that homework promoting cooperation and giving opportunity to
interact during completion enhances motivation, realization and the performance,
it is reported that all teachers prefer individual homework at their classes in
general. Two teachers express that they conduct group tasks but not often because
the planning of them as homework takes time for the teacher. The reasons of using
individual homework are appeared in data as former habits (f=3) and ease of
implementation (f=2) for the teachers.
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Grup odevlerinde bireysel 6devlere gore
daha istekli olduklart dogru. Ancak her
zaman bu planlamay1
gerceklestiremiyorum.  Zaman  kaybi
yasanmamasl i¢in siireci iyi takip etmek
gerekiyor. Smifin da birlikte hareket
etmesi gerekiyor. Aslinda bizim brans i¢in
en uygunu uygulama ya da grup odakli
O0devler. Ama bireysel ve takip
gerektirmeyen Odevler de daha alisilmig
sanirim. Hem Ogretmen igin ¢ok daha
kolay oluyor, ekstra planlama yapilmiyor.
Verilen materyaller de aslinda bireysel
ddeve yonlendiriyor. (O1)

Acik konusmak gerekirse ben bireysel
Odev tercih ediyorum. Yani belli bir
sebebi var diyemem. Oyle aligmisiz
sanirim.  Sadece Ingilizce branginda
degil bence diger branglar da hep
bireysel Odevler veriyorlardir. Grup
6devleri ya da yeni 6dev uygulamalari
gelistirmek zaman istiyor biraz. Bizim
gocuklar oOdeve karst her durumda
ilgisizler zaten. (O3)

It is true that students are more willing
to group work than individual. But I do
not prefer them as it needs good
planning. Besides, the teacher should
follow the process well to avoid time
wasting, which is possible in interactive
assignments. The class should also act
together in cooperative works. In fact,
the best homework practices for FLE
are group works. But I guess individual
homework is more common. It is easier
as it does not require extra planning as
in group tasks. The materials also direct
us to individual homework. (T1)

To be frank, | prefer individual
homework. | cannot give a reason for
that. | guess we are used to it. | think not
only in the field of English education but
also in other subjects, the most frequent
method is individual homework.
Homework in communities or
developing new methods takes time.
Learners are indifferent to homework
practices at every case anyway. (T3)

During the data collection process, teachers’ preferences on resources for
homework are also questioned in light with the type of homework. When data are
evaluated, the book is stated majority as for homework material resource by all the
teachers. Even students express that the books are not sufficient enough to cover
the entire topic and the content is limited, it seems that the teachers prefer books or
a easily reachable resources (i.e., worksheets) as homework. The main reason of
this preference becomes prominent as being accessible for every student and

practical for the teacher.

Odevleri MEB’ in kitabindan veriyorum.
Calisma sayfalarim1 yapiyorlar 6dev
olarak. Kitap ¢ok kapsamli degil ama
ogrenciler de daha ayrmtili ddev
yapmazlar zaten Ingilizce dersi icin.
(03)

Ogrencilere bireysel olarak
tamamlayacaklar1  ¢aligma  kagitlart
veriyorum bazen. Onlar1 sonra toplayip
kontrol de ediyorum ara sira. Kitap ddev
kaynag1 olarak yeterli degil. O yiizden
test ve calisma kagitlari da tercih
ediyorum. (04)

I assign the students with the tasks from
the book given by MoNE. They complete
the practice part of the unit as homework.
The book is not comprehensive enough but
I think student do not complete a more
detailed homework for English class. (T3)

I sometimes distribute worksheets that
should be completed individually and
take their work back and check the
answers. | think the book for the class is
not sufficient as a source for homework.
As a result, | prefer worksheets or
multiple choice questions. (T4)
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Similar to their preferences on homework types, there is a contradiction with the

idea and the manner of practice with regard to the source of homework.

Ogrenciler; internet kullandiklar, etkilesim  In fact, they love the homework that needs
kurarak tamamladiklar1 6devleri seviyorlar  to be completed by interaction or using the
ashnda. Odevler bu gergevede olsa ddeve  Net. If their assignments are within this
karg1 olumsuz tutumlarn degisebilir. Ama  framework, their negative attitudes towards
yine de, plan ve istek. Bu ikisi 6gretmende  assignment may change. But plan and
de olmali ve ogrencilere farkh kaynaklar — desire; both of these points should be
gelistirmeli. Ben kitab1 ve bazen de calisma  accepted by the teacher and various
kagitlarim tercih ediyorum ¢iinkii bana daha  sources should be improved. | prefer
kolay geliyor. Topluluk odevleri ya da  students’ book and worksheets as a source
uygulamay tesvik eden calismalar ingilizce ~ for homework as it is easy to organize.
dersi igin faydali 6devler ama zaman kayb1 ~ Community-oriented homework or
da bizi engelliyor. (O3) implementations are effective in learning

English but the limited time hinders us. (T1)

4.1.3. Perceptions of Students

Focusing on retrieving students’ general perceptions on homework in English
classes, it is questioned what the term “’homework’’ reminds the students in
English classes. Students define homework mostly as responsibility, obligation and
duty in general and nearly half of them regard homework as an opportunity for

reinforcement.

Yapmam gereken sorumlulugum aklima It is a responsibility that | have to fulfil.
geliyor. Fazla sevmedigim bir sey agikgast | don't really like homework much, but
ama yapmak zorunda oldugum ve it's a task that I'm trying to complete

yapmaya ¢alistigim bir cahisma. (04)

Odev adi iistiinde derslerde dgretmenlerin
sonraki derse kadar yerine getirmemizi

bekledikleri sorumluluk. (O8)

Odev deyince aklima eve gidince yapmam
gereken bir gorev geliyor. Eger o gorev
yerine getirmezsem kendimi huzursuz
hissediyorum. Bu yiizden 6dev kavramm

beni bazen geriyor. (O6)

because | have to. (S4)

Homework is our responsibility that
teachers expect us to fulfill for the next
lesson. (S8)

When | say homework, | think of a task |
have to do when | go home. | feel
anxious if | don't do that duty. In that
case, homework sometimes makes me
nervous. (S6)

As in teachers, almost half of the students (f=10) state that thanks to homework
practices in English classes, they get the opportunity to recover the previous topic

and get aware of their competency.
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Ingilizce 6devleri olmasa belk de tekrar  If there wasn’t any homework in classes,
yapmayacagiz ya da Onemsemeyecegiz.  We might not revise the topic or care about
Odevim olunca en azindan islenen konuyu  learning English. If I have homework, |
tekrar hatirliyorum ve anlamadigim yer  remember the last lesson and realize the
varsa onu fark ediyorum. (023) points | could not understand. (S23)

Odev islenen konuyu kavramamiz i¢in bir ~ Homework helps us as a reinforcement to
pekistireg gorevi goriiyor ama bazen 6dev  acquire the covered topic but sometimes it
yapmak zor gelebiliyor. Sikiliyor ve is really challenging to complete them. |
birakmak  istiyorum ama  sonra  sometimes get bored and give up but after
sorumlulugum oldugunu hatirhyorum. that, | realize my responsibility. (S9)
(09)

When the data about the perceptions of students were put emphasis on, it is

obvious that students actually have the sense of responsibility in general. However,
while 14 of the students stated that homework is a positively reacted responsibility,
a considerable number (f=9) of students associate responsibility with a duty or

obligation, causing stress or failure.

Ingilizce ~ dersindeki 6devleri yalniz ~ As | cannot complete the homework on my
yapamadigim i¢in 6devleri sevmiyorum. own, I don'’t like being assigned in English
Evet, kelime bilgim eksik ve bunun classes. Yes, | have deficiency in vocabulary
sorumlusu benim ama kendi bagima and | am the one who is responsible for it.
Odevleri tamamlamam zor oluyor. Bu  So, it is hard to complete the tasks without
yiizden de Ogretmenin 6dev vermesi ve  help. As a result, | get sometimes negative
bunu kontrol etmesi 6dev kontroliinde eksi  marks in homework checklist. (S3)

almama sebep oluyor. (O3)

Genel olarak her dersin 6devi bende strese ~ All  homework causes stress on me.
sebep oluyor. Ozellikle dev ¢ok yogunsa  Especially if the homework is too complex,
geriliyorum ¢linkii 6dev yapmam gereken | get anxious because homework is a duty
bir gorev ve yapmayinca da dikkat of mine and if I don’t fulfil it, it draws
cektigimi diisiiniiyorum. (O15) teacher’s attention. (S15)

As stated earlier, teacher is the starter of homework practices. Thus, during the
study it is crucial to examine her opinions and observations about the homework
issue. Accordingly, the researcher mentions the students’ general perceptions
about individual homework practices in her diary. The following quotation

supports the results obtained from the interviews of students:

“Homework practices are one of the most elements of my lessons as | think it really
reinforces the covered topic and the students are learning their responsibilities if
they feel the obligation of completing the task. But, there is also a handicap on
feeling homework as an obligation. Students who are especially not sufficient enough
to carry out the task feel stressful and try to fill their homework with others’ answers,
which actually goes to waste. In time, it becomes a habit and they become indifferent
to homework. "’

(Teacher’s Diary, April-2019)
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On the other hand, some of the students criticize homework practices (f=11) and
associate them with feeling anxious and bored when they are asked to introduce
homework with their own words. As most of the students are in the opinion that
homework is a duty that the student is responsible for, 9 students feel negative
towards homework as it reminds them their duties that sabotage their free time.
Students especially who are not interested in foreing language learning do not
draw attention to homework that are pen and paper work or should be finished

with their own knowledge.

Ingilizce dersi aslinda eglenceli gegiyor.
Size de seviyorum. Ama ben eskiden
beri bu derste basarisizim. Bu yiizden de
0dev yaparken bilgime giivenmedigim
icin sikiliyorum. Cogu 6dev de smava
hazirlandigimiz igin test ¢ozme lizerine
oluyor. Hele o tarz odevlerde c¢ok
sikilryorum. (O7)

Odev yapmamamin bir nedeni yok
aslinda. Sadece 6devi unutuyorum ya da
aklima gelse de o an okuldan sonraki
zamanimi ona vermek istemiyorum
¢linkii saatlerimi alacak, Ingilizcem kotii
oldugu igin. (O13)

Actually, English class is fun and I like
you. But, I am not successful in English
for a long time. So, as I don’t trust
myself, 1 get bored during completing
English homework. Most of the practices
are multiple choice questons as we
prepare for LGS. Especially that type of
homework is quite boring to me. (S7)

There aren’t any reasons about my
failure in completing English homework.
I just forget it or even | remember, | do
not want spend my time with it as it
takes my hours because | am not good at
English. (§13)

In parallel with the answers provided from students, the researcher highlights that
most of the students feel responsible towards homework but they differ in how

they manage it.

“While some welcome homework as a helpful practice for their success, also there is
a large number of students who feel negative towards it. When | assign them with a
task, some of them grouch about its dullness while the others feel anxious about
completing it alone. As a result, | advise them to revise the topic before the task.
(Teacher’s Diary-April, 2019)
As for the answers from students and researcher’s opinions, it is obvious that they
are aware of the importance of homework in English classes as most of them state
that homework is reinforcement and it promotes self-responsibility. It can be
concluded that the perceptions of students about homework is not negative but
their attitudes about completing homework depends on various cases, which can
be improved by making some changes in the understanding of homework practices

and models followed in classes.
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Using Resources in Homework Practices: After analyzing the transcriptions and
looking through the data about students’ perceptions, they are categorized into
different themes as the collected data vary based on homework preferences.
Besides, it is crucial for the researcher to get information about various
perspectives of homework in order to form new ideas to improve homework
practices. Thus, as it is witnessed during data collection that some participants
prefer various resources to complete homework, the researcher expands the
phenomenon and referring resources for English assignments is analysed in terms
of the resources they use and the reasons of using them. After the data is evaluated,
the major codes related to the reasons of using resources are defined as providing

convenience of completing homework, enhancing accuracy and saving time.

Most of the students who indicate that they benefit from a resource during
homework completion state the reason as using resources provide convenience for
them. Similarly to that point, students (f=13) also claim that if they make use of a
resource like vocabulary lists or a person that can help them, homework does not

take too much time as it becomes easy to complete.

Ingilizce konusunda bagarili olmadigim igin
6devlerimi genelde ablamla tamamliyorum.
Eger  damigabilecek  biri  olmasaydi
muhtemelen 6dev performansim  diisiik
olurdu c¢iinkii saatlerce yazili kaynaklara
bakmak beni sikardi. Bu yiizden direct
sorabilecegim biri oldugu igin sansliyim.
Hem odev kontrolinde de daha aktif
katihm  sagliyorum ablam  sayesinde
anladigim igin. (O16)

Odev yaparken internetten sozliige falan
bakiyorum. Siz zaten kaynak kullanimina
izin veriyorsunuz. Bu zaman kazandiriyor
ve 0dev beni stkmiyor ¢abuk bittigi igin.
(019)

Verdiginiz kelime listeleri ve notlar
ozellikle cok faydali oluyor. Istedigim
bilgiye daha kolay ulasiyorum. Odevde
kaynak kullandigimda aradigim seyi
daha hizli buluyorum. Boylece bagka
seylere zamanim kaliyor. (021)

As | am not successful in English, | do
my homework together with my sister. If
there weren’t anyone I asked for help, 1
would probably show a low homework
performance as written documents is
boring to check for hours fo me. Thus, |
am lucky that I have someone to check
with. In that way, | am also active
during homework assessment sessions
as | am sure about my answers. (S16)

I check the internet dictionary during
homework assignments. You already let
us to use different sources. It saves time
and as the task finishes earlier, I don’t
get bored. (S19)

The vocabulary lists and notes you
provide are particularly useful. 1 can
easily get the information | want. | find
faster what I'm looking for when | use
resources for homework. So | can save
time for other things. (S21)
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As it is stated by the participant above, using resources in homework practices
provides the students confidence about their work. In other words, it was realized
in data collection process that students look for a resource in order to enhance the
accuracy of their answers so that they feel comfortable during homework
evaluation sessions with class. Also it is observed that most of the students are
willing to get help from a person as a source to complete the assignment.

However, only few of them have the chance to consult to someone.

Eger kullanilan kaynaklar giivenilir
kaynaklarsa, cevaplarin dogrulugundan
emin oluruz. Bu da 6dev performansini
arttirir ¢linkil eger yaptigim 6dev veya
hazirlamami istediginiz bir arastirma
6devi dogruysa 6dev yapmaya daha ¢ok
tesvik eder. (025)

Kaynaktan kastiniz birine sormaksa
benim evde Oyle bir sansim yok ¢iinki
ailemde kimse Ingilizce konusunda
bilgili degil. Onun disinda ¢ok fazla
kaynak kullanmiyorum ¢iinkii  zor
geliyor. Tek basima kaynak karigtirmak
sikici. (016)

Ingilizce odevinde kaynak kullaninca
verdigim cevaplardan daha emin oluyorum
¢linkii  kaynaklardan kontrol ederek
yapinca yanlis ihtimalim azaliyor. Bazen
zaman kaybettiriyor ama. O yilizden biriyle
beraber yapmak daha iyi olabilirdi. (O5)

If the sources are reliable, we ensure
that the answers given are correct. This
improves  homework  performance
because if my homework or a research
assignment you want me to prepare is
correct, it encourages me to do
homework more. (S25)

If you mean asking to someone as a
source, I don’t have the chance because
no one knows English in my family.
Except that, I don’t use resources often
as it is challenging and boring. (516)

Using resources in English assignments
enables accuracy in the answers and as
checking for the resources reduces the
possible mistakes. It sometimes causes
loss of time.So, the best is to ask for help
to someone. (S5)

Similar to the responses from the interview, the researcher observed that if the
students are given a homework that directs them to interact with family members
or friends, use internet or watch something, their desire of doing the assignment

increases.

Even in the classroom, when they are allowed to work together, they feel pleased and
the number of students dealing with the task increases.
(Observation Notes-May, 2019)

Apart from the majority of the data, there are also students who indicate that the
freedom of using resources encourages them to complete the task as the feel
comfortable. Even so, it is stated that resurces do not enhance attraction of doing
homework. 4 students express that the use of different sources causes confusion.
The difference depends on the source that is preferred and the amount of it.
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Farkli kaynak kullanmak zaman agisindan
cok yararli oluyor. Odev yapmadan 6nce
cesitli kaynaklar kullanarak yapacagimi
bilmek beni rahatlatiyor. Hem zamanin
artacagmt  biliyorum hem de giiven
veriyor. (O11)

Ozellikle 6gretmenimizin kullanacagimiz
kaynaga bizi yonlendirdigi ddevler giizel
¢linkii o 6devi bitirmek ¢ok zor olmuyor.
Ama yine de kaynak kullaniyor olmak
odev yapmay1 eglenceli hale getirmiyor
bana gére. (020)

Miimkiinse tek kaynak kullanmaya
calisirim. Ciinkdi bir seyin cevabini birkag
yerden bulmaya calismak bazen kafami
karigtirryor.  Ama  bazen diyalog 6devi
verdiginizde birden ¢ok kaynak kullanmak
gerekiyor.Eger danigabilecegim biri varsa
o yeterli oluyor ama. (02)

Using different sources is very useful in
terms of time. | feel relieved to know that
I can do a variety of resources before
doing my homework. I know it won't take
much time and | feel secure. (S11)

I mostly like homework practices in
which our teacher especially directs us
to the source being used. Nevertheless,
having the chance to use resources does
not make homework enjoyable. (520)

I try to use just one source if possible.
Because | get confused trying to find the
answer by using various sources. But if |
have a task about forming dialogues, |
need several resources.But if there is
someone | can get help, I don’t need
anything else. (52)

The data obtained about student’s preferences of homework resource demonstrate
that they mostly prefer internet as a helper for homework completion. 18 out of 24
students state that internet is quite helpful in tasks as they have the opportunity to
reach the information in seconds. Some of the students indicate that they do
homework mostly on themselves without any resource and the rest do it via
internet, with family and friends. Besides, more than half of the participants like
completing their homework with a person but most of them do not have the
opportunity as there is a lack of English competency in their families. This issue is

highlighted in teacher’s diary as follows:

Students are free about using resources to complete homework for my classes which
actually is welcomed by them. They mostly prefer internet as a source and especially
students who are good at homework performance have the chance to get help from
someone in their families about English tasks. They are more active during
evaluation of homework together with the class, probably because of their sureness
about their answers. But in general, the families are not competent about helping the
students with English tasks.

(Teacher’s Diary-May, 2019)

Homework Assessment: In the present study, students state their perceptions about
homework assessment, either. The data about homework assessment is evaluated
from two aspects: The first one is the method of homework assessment and the

other is the impact of it on homework performance of students.
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When students are asked their preferences about how to conduct an assessment to
check homework, nearly half of the students state that self-checking might be
conducted but some of them are not sure about individuals’ honesty and self-

responsibility.

Odevlerimizin kontrol edilmesine gerek
yok. Herkes sorumlulugunu bilmeli
clinkii. Odev kontroliinli kendimiz
yiiriitebilecek ~ yastayiz ama  bazi
arkadaglar bu konuda diiriist degiller.
Odevin cevaplar1 smifta toplu olarak
kontrol edilirken o6devi yapmis gibi

There's no need to check our homework.
Everyone should be aware of responsibility.
We are at the age of checking our own
homework but some people are not honest
about it. They behave as if they did their
homework during checking the answers
together with the class. (S12)

davraniyorlar. (012)

Students (f=8) who supported self-check as an assessment also indicate that if they
check their homework on their own during the lesson, they do not feel a fear of
making mistakes or being mocked by others. However they believe that if there is
not an authority that checks the tasks, students do not pay attention to their

responsibility.

Odevi kendim kontrol ettigim zaman
daha az stres hissediyorum ¢iinkii bizim
siifta bir seyi yanlis yaptifinda bazi
kisiler kirici olabiliyor. (O6)

Odevi kendimiz 6gretmen cevaplari
verirken kontrol etmek giizel ama bazi
arkadaslarimiz kontrol bile etmiyorlar ve
6devden faydalanamiyorlar. Ayrica ¢ogu
da 6devin Ogretmen tarafindan kontrol
edilmeyecegini bilse yapmaz. (021)

I feel less stressed if we do self- checking
as homework assessment because if you
give a wrong answer in our class, some
students might insult you. (S6)

It is nice to check our homework on our
own as the teacher announces the
answers but some people do not even
look over their answers. | think, if they
know that the homework will not be
checked directly by the teacher, they will
not complete it. (S21)

Based on the teacher’s notes, the reason why students prefer self-check mostly is
highlighted as they feel less anxious while checking their own answers or do not

hesitate to make mistakes in front of the class.

I wanted one of the students to read the text she wrote about her interests. She first
refused to read it. After | checked the text, she accepted to read. When | asked the
reason of it personally after the lesson, she expressed that she didn’t want the class
made fun of her in case it is wrong as they behave as if they are in a competition,
which makes her feel nervous.

(Teacher’s Diary-March, 2019)
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Apart from self-checking, methods such as peer-correction, objective homework
assessors and direct check by teachers are preferred. The most popular type among
homework assessments is identified as assessors from students (f=16), which is
also the present way of assessment. This way of homework checking is considered
technically useful but when it comes to the quality of answers, it depends on the

student’s common sense.

Odevlerimize odev kontrolciileri
bakiyor. Bu genelde her derste boyle.
Suana  kadar  gorevlerini  kotiiye
kullandiklarim1 = gérmedim ama bazi
arkadaglar O6dev dolu goriinsiin diye
rastgele cevaplar da verse art1 aliyorlar
ciinkii  kontrolcliler sadece yapilip
yapilmadigina bakiyor. (O17)

Odev kontrolciileri ddevleri kontrol edip
listeyi Ogretmene teslim ediyorlar. Bence
Odevler kontrol edilmeli ama &devlerin
cevaplarma da beraber bakilmali. Bunu
bazen yapiyoruz ama zaman kisith oldugu
i¢in her zaman miimkiin olmuyor. (O4)

Two students check up our homework if we
have completed it or not. It is actually the
same almost in all subjects. I haven’t
realized a misuse so far but some people
complete the task with random answers and
even so, they get a plus because homework
checkers are only responsible about the
completion of homework. (S17)

Homework checkers just check the
homework if it is done and submit the list to
the teacher. | think tasks should be checked
but their answers should also be evaluated
together. We do it sometimes but as the time
is limited, it is not possible everytime. (S4)

On the other hand, while some students indicate that direct control of the teacher is
the most effective way of assessing homework practices, 12 students admit that it

causes anxiety towards the class.

Odevleri direkt sizin kontrol —etmenizi
seviyorum. Hem hatalarimi g6rmiis olurum
bdylece. Mesela ddevleri toplayabilirsiniz.
Evet zaman problemi olabilir giinkii
kalabalig1z ama her 6devi degil bazilarim
yapsaniz bile yeterli olabilir. (O1)

Odevleri 6gretmen kendi kontrol edecegi
zaman geriliyorum ¢iinkii Ingilizce dersinde
basarili degilim ve o ddevdeki cevaplardan
emin olamiyorum. (O18)

I like it if you check our assignments. So, |
realize my mistakes. For example, you can
sometimes take our homework and check
them. Yes, it needs time because we are
crowded, but even you do it occasionally, it
will be helpful. (S1)

I feel stressed if I know that the teacher will
check the homework herself as | am not
good at English classes. So, I don't feel
comfortable about my answers on
assignment. (S18)

Along with the data provided by students, teacher’s notes about homework
assessment also underline that most of the students believe that assessment should
be done in English classes. Similar to the collected data, there are differences in

assessment preferences among students.

Although there is a demand to check the assignments by self, the teacher concluded
that it causes problems in completing homework after conducting a retroactive

116



assessment of three weeks. However, assessing all the students causes time loss and
on the other hand, the desire towards completing homework decreases if there isn’t
any assessment conducted on homework practices.

(Observation Notes-March, 2019)

The teacher also pointed out in her diary that all the students in the classroom like

peer-correction as homework assessment.

Today it was time to check a short vocabulary test assigned as homework. | wanted
the students to change their homework paper with their deskmates. As | was
announcing the answers, | realized that they were quite interested in checking the
answers than usual.
(Teacher’s Diary-April, 2019)
The effect of homework assessment on performance is identified by students in
terms of cognitive and emotional aspect. The common codes for cognitive aspect
were defined as students think that homework assessment enhances the quality of

homework context and increases attention of student.

Odev kontrolii yapilmasa kimse odev
sorumlulugu hissetmez bence. Aslinda
6dev  kontroliiniin  yapilmasi  ddevin
yapilma oranini arttirtyor. Hatta 6gretmen
6devi ayrintili inceliyor ya da okutuyorsa
Odevleri daha dikkatli ve anlayarak
yapmaya calistyoruz. Igerigine dikkat
ediyoruz. Mesela siz verdigimiz cevaplart
sorguluyorsunuz. Ben de bu ylizden
Odevde verdigim cevaplari tekrar tekrar
okuyorum. (O8)

Odev kontrolii olmazsa yapanlarin sayist
azalir bence. Hatta sadece art1 eksi listesi
tutulsa ve siz 6devlere arada g6z atmasaniz
ya da okutmasaniz bircogumuz belki de
internetten hazir cevaplari bulup kitaba
yazip geger. (019)

Eger sizin bakmayacaginizi diisiindiglim
bir ddevse bazen 6zensiz yapabiliyorum.
Ama sizin de bakacagimz ya da
toplayacagmiz bir 6devse ¢ok daha dikkat
ediyorum ve farkli kaynaklar kullanmaya
calhistyorum. (017)

Nobody feels responsibility about
homework without assessment. In fact,
doing homework assessment increases the
rate of homework completion. In fact, if
the teacher examines the answers in detail,
we try to do the assignments more
carefully and comprehensibly. We pay
attention to the quality. For example, you
question our answers. That is why | read
my answers over and over again. (S8)

If there is no homework check, the number
of students who complete their homework
will decrease. If only the plus-minus list is
filled by the homework checkers and you
don't look over the assignments from time to
time, many of us will probably get the
answers from anywhere and write them
down randomly. (S19)

If it's an assignment | don't think you're
going to look at, 1 can sometimes do it
carelessly. But if it is a task you will look
at or collect, I pay much more attention
and try to use different sources and add
comments.

(S17)

As emotional aspects, 13 students see homework assessment as a worrying and
tedious situation. The reason for that is mostly defined as feeling anxious (f=7) in

reading out the answers in front of the class when the teacher demands because it
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homework.

Bu biraz 6grenciye gore degisiyor bence.
Baz1 arkadaslarimiz 6dev yapmasalar da
cekinmiyorlar ve o6devi yapmadim
diyebiliyorlar arka arkaya. Ben odev
yapmadigimda kontrol edilecegi zaman
kendimi kétii hissediyorum. (O1)

Odevin kontrol edilmesi beni &dev
yaparken bile etkiliyor. Cogu ddevi sadece
kontrol edilecegi i¢in yapryorum ¢ilinkii
Ogretmenimiz  sebebini sorguluyor ve
benim bazen bir sebebim olmayabiliyor.
(022)

causes a sense of guilt towards teacher when the student did not complete the

I think that depends on the student.
Although some of our friends do not
complete homework, they do not hesitate
to state that. When I do not complete my
homework, | feel bad. (S1)

Being aware that the task will be
assessed effects me even doing it. |
complete most of the homework because
they will be checked. Our teacher
questions the reason of not doing
homework and | sometimes don’t have
any answers. (S22)

Moreover, most of the students state that if they know that the homework will be
assessed, they feel responsibility of completing it. So, assessing promotes sense of

responsibility in some students.

Odevin kontrol edilmesi bazen bende
endigeye sebep oluyor ¢iinkii ingilizceyle
ilgili danigabilecegim kimse yok ailemde.
Ancak yine de 6dev kontrol edilecegi igin
tizerimde bir sorumluluk hissediyorum ve
bu da &devi dikkatli yapmam sagliyor.
Odev kontrolii kesinlikle faydali. (O4)

Eger konu eksigim varsa ve o Odevde
zorlantyorsam bazen odev
yapmayabiliyorum. Bdyle zamanlarda
6devin kontrol edilecegi aklima geliyor ve
bu beni yapmaya tesvik ediyor ¢linki
sorumsuz olarak tanmmak istemiyorum
sizin tarafimizdan. (O10)

Homework assessment makes me anxious

sometimes because I don’t have someone
in the family to ask for help. Hovewer, as
you will check the assignments, | feel
responsible to do it and this encourages
me to complete the work carefully. I think
homework tasks should be checked. (514)

If I'm short on the subject and have a
hard time doing that homework,
sometimes I don’t complete the task. At
such times | remember that homework
will be checked and this encourages me
to do it as I don’t want to be known as
an irresponsible person by you. (S10)

The expressions of the researcher also indicate that homework assessment has an

impact on homework performance in terms of completion and emphasis of quality.

I give homework to the students to see if they follow the lessons and if they are ready
to continue with the next class. If I don’t check their work, 1 observe indifference
towards homework in time and get no idea about their improvement. They also feel
the need to complete assignments and pay attention to their answers.

(May, 2019-Teacher’s Diary)

As it can be concluded from the data, assessment as part of homework actually
promotes students to complete the task. On the contrary, there are also opinions
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that assessment causes worriness especially when they are evaluated in the class as
students who feel incompetent in English classes do not trust to their individual

work.

Students’ Reflections of Individual Homework: The data about students’ reflections
on homework practices in English classes are provided by addressing several
questions about the present homework model followed in English classes at that
time and when students are asked questions about the impacts of individual
homework in terms of academic and regular life, it is concluded that the collected
data might be divided into two sub-themes as strengths and weaknesses. Uttering
on the strengths of the individual homework practices, almost all students
emphasize that it provides reinforcement, enhances self-responsibility, and

promotes academic success and proving self.

19 students define homework as a tool to enable reinforcing for English classes.
Also 9 of the students state if it were not for homework practices in English

classes, they would probably not review the class.

Odevler pekistirme ydntemiyle hem
Ogrendigimiz bilgileri tekrar ettiriyor
hem de unutmamu engelliyor. Bunun da
basarimi arttirdigini diisiiniiyorum. (O8)

Odev, dersin olmazsa olmazi bence.
Odev  verilen dersleri daha ¢ok
seviyorum ve konuyu tekrar etmis
oluyorum. Odev verilmeyen dersleri
kendi  istegimle  tekrar  ettigimi
soyleyemem. (026)

Odevi tanimlarken de soyledigim gibi,
Odevler sayesinde ingilizce derslerinde
ozellikle kelimeleri pekistirmis
oluyorum. (O6)

Homework makes us revise the topic by
reinforcing and avoids me from forgetting
the new learnings, which promotes my
success in foreign language. (S8)

I think homework is a must in learning. |
like the classes that teachers assign
homework. When | do homework, | have
the chance to revise the topics. To be
honest, 1 do not review the subjects if
there is not any homework given. (S26)

As | inferred by defining homework,
thanks to the assignments, 1 remember
the important vocabularies and
reinforce them during completing the
task. (S6)

11 students underline the effect of the present homework practices as improving
success in English classes. In parallel to those statements, some participants claim
that if they give importance to tasks assigned by the teacher, they become more

competent during the class and in exams.
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Odevler sonugta derslerde bosuna
verilmiyor. Bazen cammiz istemese de ya
da kendimiz zorlansak da aslinda o6devler
bizim basarmmizi arttirtyor ¢linkii konuyla
ilgili pratik yapryoruz. (012)

...0devin basarimu arttirdigint
sOyleyebilirim ¢iinkii sinavlardan 6nce ¢ok
calisan bir 6grenci degilim. Sinifta da 6dev
yapmayan bir Ogrenci olarak tanmmak
istemedigim igin Odevlerimi bir sekilde
tamamliyorum ve onlardan edindigim
bilgiler sinavda karsima ¢ikabiliyor. (02)

Hem sozIi notu acgisindan hem de
Odevleri  yaparken konuyu tekrar
ettigimizden, odevler basarimizi
etkiliyordur bence. Zaten etkisi olmasa
neden &dev diye bir sey olsun ki. Ama
dogruyu soylemek gerekirse, bazen sirf
gorevim oldugu i¢in yapryorum o6zellikle
sevmedigim tarzda Odevleri. Onlarin
katkis1 yoktur bence. (O15)

. as homework is not given to no
purpose. Even sometimes it is boring
and difficult to complete individually,
they actually promote our success as we
practice the subjects. (S12)

.. so I can say that homework provides

me to be more successful as I don’t
study hard before the exams. I don’t
want to be known for my deficiency in
homework completion. So, | generally
finish my task and some information
that | learned during doing homework
sometimes appear in exams. (S2)

In terms of homework performance and
revising subjects, | believe assignments
have a positive effect on our academic
success. If there wasn’t any impact,
there would not be homework given in
the classes. Sometimes | do some
homework just because it is my duty and
I don’t think they have a positive impact
on success. (S15)

The data shows that the students generally believe that homework in English
classes make them to revise the topic. As a result, some of the students believe
they become competent in language learning. Besides, assignments give students
opportunity to show their level of success. In other words, homework practices

help them to prove themselves in English classes.

Ozellikle  6devin  bireysel — olmast
kendimi ingilizce dersinde kanitlamami
sagliyor. Bu sayede smufta iyi bir
izlenim birakabiliyorum. (019)

Ozellikle arastirma 6devi verdiginizde
farkli bilgiler ediniyorum ve
ogrendiklerimi baska derslerde ya da
hayatta  kullanabiliyorum.  Mesela
Londra’nin turistik yerleriyle ilgili bir
aragtirma 6devi vermistiniz. Daha sonra
Inkilap Tarihi dersinde Londra’yla ilgili
bir konu gecti ve derste bildiklerimi
sinifla paylasmistim. (O1)

Ingilizce 6devlerimi yaptigimda, kontrol
ederken soz hakki alarak ve verdigim
cevaplart degerlendirerek hem kendime
hem de size dersteki basarimi kanitlamis
oluyorum. (07)

Especially individual homework helps
me to prove my success in English to the
teacher and class. As a result, | make a
good impression in the classroom. (S19)

Especially when you give a research
assignment, | get different information
and use what | have learned in other
courses. For example, you once gave me
a task on London's tourist attractions.
Later on, in the History of Revolution
course, a topic was discussed about
London and | shared my own
knowledge. (S1)

When | complete my homework, share
my answers with the class and evaluate
them during homework sessions, | have
the chance to prove myself in the class.
(S7)
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The dialogue that was noted down by the teacher on the diary also corroborates the
quotatitons above:

While I check the homework in the classroom, | often realize that students feel to
prove themselves and compete with each other.
Teacher: It is nice to see that you (student 9) have completed your homework.
Student 11: Miss, | always do my homework because | like English so much.
Student 9: That’s not about you right now.

(Teacher’s Diary-March, 2019)

Another major point in defining the impacts of homework is shown up as
enhancing the sense of responsibility of individual (f=16). Similarly, one of the
participants state that if they have a task that should be completed, she is first busy

with that and plans the time accordingly. Therefore, homework is perceived as a

tool that improves planning skills in company with self responsibility.

...Bazi odevlerin bana bir katkisi
olmadigm da diistinsem yapmak zorunda
hissediyorum. (O3)

Ozellikle sizin hazirladigimz ~ &devler
eglenceli olabiliyor ama bazi ddevleri
yapmak i¢in yapiyorum ¢iinkil sorumsuz
goziikmek istemiyorum. Bu da giiniimii
6deve gore planlamamu sagliyor. (O15)

Odevlerin olumlu etkisi var iizerimde. Bana
ogrenci olarak sorumluluklarmm
hatirlatryor. Odevi bir sorumluluk olarak
gordiigiim i¢in, kendi zamammu ona gore
planlamam lazim. (O19)

Ingilizce dersini seviyorum ve ddevlerden
eksi almak istemiyorum. Ayrica 6dev
yapmayan arkadaglar bana sorumsuz
geliyorlar. Bu yiizden o6zellikle eger uzun
stirecek bir o6devim varsa zamanimi
planhyorum ki 6devimi tamamlayabileyim.
(025)

...Even some assignment do not contribute
to me, | feel the need to complete it. (S3)

Especially the homework prepared by the
teacher can be fun but sometimes |
complete homework only for not to seem
irresponsible. That teaches me to plan my
time according to the task. (S15)

Homework has a positive impact on me. It
reminds me that | have responsibilities as
a student. As I think homework is a self-
responsibility, | should arrange the time.
(S19)

I enjoy English classes and I son’t want to
have a minus grade in homework. Besides,
people that do not complete their tasks
seems like irresponsible in the class. So, if
I especially have a complex homework, |
plan my time in order to do my homework
precisely. (S25)

When looking through the observation notes, there are also statements of the researcher
that supports the data collected by the students pointing out homework practices

enhance self responsibility among students and in parallel to that, they learn planning.

A student complained about the homework given the other day as she couldn’t watch her
favourite series. Afterwards, some students murmured that the homework given form the
book was boring. Even so, they stated that they completed it. So, even they don’t have the
desire of doing it, some students complete homework only because it is a responsibility.

(March, 2019-Teacher’s Diary)
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Based on the quotations taken from the data, except feeling self responsibility,
students often feel responsible towards their teachers and families while doing
individual tasks. Especially the students who have a high rate of completing

homework hesitate to be known as indifferent to the lesson by the teacher.

Ingilizce o6devlerimizi hocamiz ¢ok
onemsiyor. Bu yiizden eskiden ¢ok fazla
O0dev yapmayan bir &grenci olarak,
olumsuz bir izlenim yaratmamak icin
sorumlulugumu yerine getiriyorum.(07)

Odevi sevsem de sevmesem de yapmam
gerekir ¢iinkii sorumlulugum oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum. Odev yapmadigim zaman
aldigim  eksinin @ sézli  notumu
etkilemesinden  ve ailemin  bunu
duymasindan ¢ekiniyorum ¢iinkii bana
6dev yapmam ig¢in her sart1 sagliyorlar.
(022)

English homework practices are really
important for our teacher. Hence, as a
student who was not doing homework
most of the time, | fulfil my responsibility
to make a good impression. (S7)

Even 1 like the task or not, I think I chould
complete the homework as it is my
responsibility. When [ don’t do my
homework, | get a minus and this effects
our performance grades. I don’t want my
parents to become aware of that as they
fulfil all the conditions for me to study.
(S22)

When the data about the sense of responsibility are considered deeply, there are
also statements that show students feel responsibility towards others rather than
self, which actually might trigger negative perceptions about homework practices.

Bence birgogumuz ddevi sizin goziiniize
girebilmek icin yapryor. Odev kontrol
listesini takip ettiginiz igin ve diisiik not
korkusundan  bir sekilde o  Odevi
tamamliyorlar. Sonucta o 6devi nereden
tamamladigni  bilmiyoruz ama yine de
yapmus sayiliyor. Bu sekilde yapilan 6devin
bence faydasi olmuyor. (O21)

Odev yapmadigimda kontrol edilirken
benim ddevimin eksik olmast ve hocamin
bana laf sdylemesinden korkuyorum.

Aileme kars1 sorumlu hissederim. Ingilizce
derslerinde 6devin c¢ok onemli oldugunu
biliyorum ve bdyle oldugu i¢in toplantilarda
Odevi yapmayan Ogrencilerin velilerine
sOyleniyor. Eger ben de 6devlerimi
yapmazsam  aileme  sOyleneceginden
¢ekiniyorum ve bu yiizden ddevleri en gok
ailemi iizmemek igin yapiyorum. Ciinkii
onlar istedigim her seyi yapiyorlar. (016)

Siz bu kadar ugrasirken bana verilen bir
ddevi yapmazsam size saygisizik ettigimi
diistiniiyorum. (O11)

I think most of us complete homework to
win your favour. As there is a checklist that
you follow, they hesitate to have a low
grade and complete the homework
somehow. When no care is given, I don'’t
think that kind of work is useful. (S21)

I don't like to be in a situation that my
teacher asks the reason of not doing
homework.

| feel responsible towards my family. | know
that homework is very important in English
classes, and that is why our parents are
informed about our homework
performance. If | don't do my homework at
all, I'm afraid that my parents hear it. So, |
do my homework to avoid upsetting them as
they fulfil everything | want. (S16)

I think I'm disrespecting you if |1 don't do a
homework assignment while you're trying
so hard for us. (S11)
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Based upon the data, 9 students stated that they do their homework just because
they feel there is an authority they need to answer, which actually shows that they
do not get the main point of homework practices. Thus, feeling responsibility
might turn into a pressure which should be stated as a weakness as it causes
alienation from English classes. Besides feeling pressure, other weaknesses
emerged from the data as being competitive, causing anxiety and being useless are
mentioned by the students. In addition, if there is no homework given, 4 students

indicate that they get rid of parental pressure and feeling anxious about the lesson.

Ingilizce konusunda ¢ok basarih olmadigim
icin, odev verildiyse birlikte kontrol
edilirken 6devi yapmus olsam bile sessiz
kalmayr  tercih  ediyorum  ¢linkii
cevaplarimdan emin olmadigimdan bana
giiliinsiin istemiyorum. (O9)

Smifta cevaplart okumam istenirse derse
ilgim azaliyor ¢linkii 6devimi birinden
yardim almadan 1iyi tamamladigima
inanmiyorum. (022)

Ingilizcem iyi degil. Bu yiizden ddevlerde
pek bir sey yapamiyorum. Bazen yapan
arkadaslarimdan yardim aliyorum ama smif
icinde herkes birbirini rakip gordiigiinden,
yardimlasma da pek yok. Soz hakki
almaktan da bu yiizden gekiniyorum. (018)

As | am not competitive in English, when
there is a homework given and is evaluated
with the whole class, | hesitate to share my
answers. As | am not sure about my
answers, I don’t want to be laughed. (S9)

If the teacher wants me to read my answers
loud, | become indifferent to the lesson
because I don'’t think that I complete my
homework properly without getting any
help from a person. (S22)

I am not good at English. So, I cannot
complete the tasks properly. Sometimes |
get help from friends but there is a rivalry
in our class among students and it hinders
cooperation. As a result, I hesitate to share
my answers. (S18)

Based on the collected data, some students emphasize that some of their
classmates match their answers against others which results in a competitive
environment. As a result, especially students who feel insufficient about English
are becoming alienated to the lesson on homework evaluation, which is actually
defined as quite important by the teacher.

We sometimes check the answers of the homework with the whole class to form a
more interactive lesson. At those times, | observe that only the students who
represent a high performance both in homework and exams take part in evaluation.
Others who feel ineligible hesitate to share their answers or some of them behave as
if they have completed their work.

(Observation Notes-March, 2019)

Especially students who are showing low performance in completing homework

state that they get bored during completing assignments as they don’t feel

themselves competent in answering the questions. It can be claimed that for some
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students, especially showing low-performance in homework, individual

assignments are causing anxiety against the lesson and pressure on the student.

When | was looking over to the homework checklist and asked the low- performance
students the reason of it, they kept silent or made some excuses and asked if | report
it to the parents.

(Teacher’s Diary-March, 2019)

4.2. Ideas about Improving Ideal Homework

The data obtained from the students’ statements involve information also about
their ideas on an ideal homework in English classes as one of the purposes of the
present study is to redesign a homework model which is practical. The major
codes that emerged from the data analysis are defined as homework practices
should promote interaction, arouse interest, ensure using target language and
assist for the exams. There are also 2 students that did not share ideas about ideal
homework and 4 students prefer traditional homework model in English lessons

because of various reasons, which will be announced during data analysis.

In order to obtain data, the relationship between the model of homework and the
desire to do it is questioned and 18 participants reveal that their desire to complete
tasks is directly related to the style of homework. As a response to the question
about their preferences on English homework, the students mostly (f=16) promote
the idea of interaction in English assignments and commented that they can be
supplied through media supported tasks, communication and collaboration during

homework completion and assessment or carrying out group works.

Ingilizce &devleri internet iizerinden
yazisarak yapilsa ya da kendi aramizda
online miinazara gibi ddevleri tartigsak
bence basarimiza daha ¢ok etkisi olur
clinkii artik herkes internette. (026)

Sikici  Odevleri sevmiyorum. Mesela
kitaptaki odevler bana sikict ve basit
geliyor. Ama mesela EBA’ dan
gonderdiginiz 6devler ilgimi ¢ekiyor.
Hem izleyerek hem de dinleyerek
yapilacak 6devler oluyor bazen. Bence 0
sekilde daha iyi 6greniyoruz. (07)

If we carry out homework via internet
such as chatting or organize online
debates and make discussions, it will
probably improve our English success
as everyone is an internet user. (526)

I don't like boring tasks. For example,
assignments on the book seem boring
and easy to me. However, | enjoy
homework via EBA, as the tasks are
completed by watching and listening.
Such kind of homework helps us more in
learning. (S7)
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Apart from making use of internet in homework practices, the students who
support interaction in tasks define ideal homework as assignments which enable
them to build communication with a real person. As in quotations below, it is
highlighted by most of the participants (f=19) that if homework practices contain
collaboration, promote building groups or a community; they would probably
complete the tasks more willingly.

Odevlerin hepsi olsun demiyorum ama
bazen o6devleri grup olarak yapabiliriz.
Ben Ingilizce dersinde topluluk olarak
yapilan 6devleri seviyorum ¢iinkii kendi
basima 6dev konusunda basarili degilim.
Oyle olunca da kendi basgima yapmak
bazen sikic1 ve zor oluyor. (022)

Verdiginiz 6dev  tlirli, tamamlama
istegimi etkiliyor. Baskalarin1 dahil
ederek yapilan oOdevleri daha ¢ok

seviyorum ¢ilinkii bana daha eglenceli
geliyor. Mesela aile Gyelerimize sorular
sorarak yapacagimiz ddevler. (O11)

Bence Ingilizce odevlerinde karsilikli
konusmalar ve iletisim olmali. Sonugta
bu bir matematik dersi gibi degil. Bir dil
Ogreniyoruz ve ben agikgast en ¢ok
diyalog olusturdugumuz ve beraber
sundugumuz tarz 6devleri falan daha
istekli yapiyorum ve Ogrendiklerimi
unutmuyorum. (023)

Ingilizce 6devlerinin iletisim kurmay1
desteklemesi gerekiyor bence ¢iinkii dil
iletisim kurmaya yarayan bir sey. Test
sorular1 ¢Ozerek ve birbirimizle bunlari
yaristirarak dil 6grenemeyiz bence. (02)

I don’t say that all the homework
assignments should be group work but
sometimes we can conduct them in groups.
In English classes, | like doing tasks
together with the community because |1 am
not good at completing homework
individually. So, doing homework on my
own feels boring and hard. (522)

The type of assignment you give has an
effect on my motivation. | love the
homework | need to do together with
someone. Assignments that are completed
by asking questions to our family members
can be given as an example. (S11)

I think English assignments should be
interactive and communicative. Language
learning is not like Maths, in the end. We
experience a foreign language and | mostly
enjoy the tasks in which we form dialogues
and present together. Besides, I don’t forget
what I learnt during those tasks. (S523)

English  homework should promote
interaction as it is a language that is used
for the aim of communication. I don’t think
that we will be able to acquire English by
solving multiple choice questions and
competing with each other. (S2)

Along with communication, it is also deduced from data that almost all the
students (f=17) react positive to help each other for homework. Besides, not only
students who perform low homework performance but also students who are good
at fulfilling them state that collaboration during homework practices enhance the

motivation and cooperation in class, which actually misses among them.
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Ingilizce ddevlerini yaparken
zorlantyorum ve konular1 da tam olarak
bilmedigim igin kaynaklar1 da tam
olarak kullanamiyorum. Daha o&nce
dedigim gibi, Ingilizce konusunda kotii
oldugum igin de, bireysel ddevleri tek
basima yapmak zor ve sikici geliyor. Bu
ylizden eger ben karar verseydim,
Ingilizce 6devlerinde yardimlasma ve
O0devi beraber tamamlamaya izin
verirdim. Bireysel 0devlerde bazen
arkadaslardan yardim aldigimda bir
seyler anliyorum aslinda. O yiizden
Odevleri beraber yapmak bana faydali
olurdu. (010)

Sinfimiz iletisim konusunda biraz zayif.
Bu yiizden belli kigiler birbirleriyle
yardimlastyor. Eger 6devlerde isbirligi
yapmamiz  gerekirse sinif  iginde
etkilesimin de artacagini diisiiniiyorum.
Hem boylece 6dev performanst diisiik
olan arkadaglar da 6dev sorumlulugu
edinirler ¢iinkii yardim alabilirler. (013)

I have difficulty in doing English
homework and as | am not exactly good
at the covered subject, | do not have an
idea which source to use. As |
mentioned, individual tasks are difficult
and boring because | am not good at
learning English. If 1 had the chance to
form a new homework for English
classes, | would let the students to help
each other and produce a common work.
I sometimes ask for help to my friends
during individual homework and
actually I understand the task when | get
help. Thus, collaboration during
homework completion might be useful
for me in terms of English classes. (S10)

Our class is poor in interacting with
each other. As a result, there are certain
groups who only help each other. If
homework makes us to cooperate doring
the task, I think students will start to
make contacts. In that way, our friends
who show low performance in
completing homework might start to give
importance to their responsibilities as
they can get help. (S13)

In common with the statements of students about ideal homework promoting
collaboration and communication, observations noted down by the researcher also

correspond to similar points.

Sometimes in the classroom, | want the students to ask questions to each other about
the present topic or we organize vocabulary tournaments in groups. In one of those
lessons | realized that students give their best to complete the game or answer the
questions asked by the other student. What is surprising is that some of those
students do not have any relationship normally.

(Observation Notes-April, 2019)

Besides the statemens emphasizing that homework in English classes should be
interactive and enable the students communicating with each other during the task,
there is a significant amount of participants who identify their ideal homework as

being interesting and practical. Consequently, one of the main complaints of
students (f=15) is boring and useless tasks.
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Odevlerin sikict olmamasini isterdim.
Baz1 odevleri sadece eksi almayayim
diye yapiyorum ve anlamsiz gelebiliyor
bana. Ama bizi konuda
sinirlandirmadiginiz zaman, mesela
miizik gruplanyla ilgili 6devde kendi
hayalimizdeki miizik grubunu olusturma
O0devi gibi, Odeve karst ¢ok istekli
oluyorum. (04)

Benim o6devlerle ilgili en biyik sikintim
sikici olmalari. Yani 6devlerimiz her derste
genelde kagit 6devleri, test ¢oziiyoruz falan.
Ingilizce dersinde de acikcas: sevmedigim
odevler oluyor. Ozellikle ciimleleri
diizenleme vya da kitabm aligtirma
kismindaki 6devler. Onlar1 yaparken igim
daraliyor. Ama mesela gegen verdiginiz
videolu ddev giizeldi. Hem video sayesinde
canlandirabildik kafamizda, hem de ilgi
cekici bir konuydu ve o 6devden artt aldim.

...Bize ilkokulda kitab1 deftere yazma
ya da bir kelimeyi 100 kere yazma 6devi
verirlerdi. Higbir isime yaramadi. Zaten
boyle ingilizce sevilmez ki. (022)

Odev eger gergekgiyse ve sonrasinda
aklimda kalacak bir etkinlikse o ddevi
seviyorum. Mesela gegcen donem 3.
Unitede sevdigimiz bir yemegin tarifini
kendi video ya da resimlerimizle
anlatma 6devinde 6grendigim kelimeleri
hala unutmadim. Ama test &devleri,
kitap odevleri falan; bunlar bana ¢ok

stkict  geliyor ve bazen doldurup
gegiyorum ya da hi¢ yapmiyorum c¢iinkii
ilgimi  ¢ekmeyince nasil  yapmam

gerektigine de kafa yormuyorum. (O15)

I wish homework practices were not
boring. I finish some homework only not
to get a minus on the checklist and
seems useless to me. But if you do not
limit us, as in the homework in which we
created our dream music band, | become
quite willing to do it. (S4)

My biggest trouble about homework is
that it makes me feel bored. Well, we
generally get paper tasks on classes or
we solve tests. There are also some
assignments in English class that I don’t
enjoy. Especially reordering sentences
or doing practice parts of the book
bothers me. However, the video
assignment was entertaining. We had
the chance to picture it on our minds
and it also was an attractive topic to
deal with. So, | got a plus for that task.

...In primary school, they gave us the
task of writing a book or writing a word
100 times. It didn't enhance my level. So,
how would it be possible to like English
classes? (S22)

If the homework is practical and a catch
activity, | enjoy it. For example, you
wanted us to prepare a video or an
album of ourselves during preparing our
favourite meal. | still remember the
vocabulary | learnt then. However
excessive multiple choice questions or
practices on book; they make me feel
bored. As a result, | just fill them
randomly or do not complete at all. If
the task does not attract my attention, |
do not consider how to do it. (S15)

12 participants mention that English homework preferred for classes should be
fruitful and attractive. Also depending on the data taken from observation notes, it
can be emphasized that the context of homework is one of the important elements

in shaping students’ reactions.

After that day’s lesson was finished, the students were given sentence completion
homework related to the covered topic.Student 9, one of the successful students in
homework performance, complained about the homework and claimed that such kind
of homework practices are like Maths exercises. After a week, ke didn’'t complete the
tasks.

(Observation Notes-March, 2019)
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Use of target language is also underlined by some of the students (f=7) when they
are asked about their ideal homework in English classes. As they seem avoiding
from speaking in English during the lessons, it is surprising that they want to use

target language actively in homework practices.

Mesela kitap ya da ciimleyi diizenleme
gibi seyleri sevmiyorum. Ingilizceyi
kullandigimiz odevler oldugunda
istegim artiyor. Mesela bir konuyla ilgili
sark1i yazma ya da yorum yapma
Odevlerini istekli yapiyorum. (O1)

Ne kadar sinifta ¢ekinsem de, yabanci
dili konusarak Ogrenebilecegimi
diisiiniiyorum. Ve bunu yapabilecegim
iki yol var. Biri internet {izerinden
yabanci arkadas edinmek digeri de az
cok Ingilizce bilen kisilerle pratik
yapmak, smif arkadaglarimiz  gibi
mesela. Bu yiizden o6devler ingilizce
konusma olmasa da kullanmaya tesvik
ederse bana daha faydali geliyor. (O6)

Aile liyelerimizle ya da arkadaslarimizla
konugsmaya tesvik eden  ddevleri
seviyorum. Yabancit dil konusmaya
caligmak eglenceli geliyor bana ¢iinkil
bence bu konuda iyiyim. (O11)

I don’t like assignments in book or
sentence correction. 1 am interested in
homework that promotes using English.
For example, | am willing to do tasks
like writing songs or commenting on a
subject. (S1)

Even | hesitate in class; I think | can learn
English through speaking. | have to
choices of providing it. One is having an
online friend who is a foreigner and
another is doing practice with people who
can use English more or less, like our
classmates. So, even there is no speaking
in homework tasks, there should be a part
we use English as a target language. It
seems much more useful to me. (S6)

I really like tasks that enable us to ask
questions to our family members or
friends. It is fun to communicate in
foreign language as | | think I am
capable of it. (511)

The last idea of the students about designing ideal homework for English classes is
about exams. Even most of the students prefer methods of homework that
promotes communication and interaction, or deals with the attractiveness of the
task, some also emphasize that it should involve preparation for the exams. 5
participants express that homework should help them to be prepared for the school

and placement exams like LGS.

LGS’ de ¢ikan konulardan &dev
verilmelidir bence. Bdylece sinavdan
once eksiklerimizi fark edip
Ogretmenimize veya arkadaslarimiza
sorup eksigi tamamlayabiliriz. (021)

Sonugta bir sinava hazirlaniyoruz. Bu
yiizden bence Odevlerimiz daha sinava
yonelik olabilir. Odevler 6yle olunca
hem okul smavlarinda da ¢ok
zorlanmay1z ve belli hedefi olan kigilerle
olmayanlar  6dev  performansindan
anlagilir. (O7)

I think homework should be given from

the topics asked in LGS. Thus, before the
exam, we can find out what we are
missing and ask the teacher or our
friends for help. (S21)

In the end, we are getting prepared for a
placement exam. So, our homework
should be shaped based on that. As a
result, we will not face with big
problems in school exams in that case
and the teacher can find out from
homework performances whether the
students have a purpose about further
education. (S7)
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Similar to the preferences of students about English homework practices, the

teacher also mentioned similar points in her diary:

Today, | collected the homework papers of students and distribute them back
randomly. I wanted them to check their friends’ homework and do such corrections
and feedbacks that are helpful for him/her. Even there were some students who tried
to misuse the activity, it was surprisingly fun and after it was finished, most of the
students offer me to do it always.l also observed that they can act as a supportive
community if they want. | probably repeat that kind of evaluation.
(Teacher’s Dairy-April, 2019)
As one of the aims in the present study is to design a homework model that
appeals to student needs and interests in order to improve homework performance
and as a result, English competency, the researcher collected data about the needs
and opinions of the students. Based on the major codes identified during data
analysis, the researcher designed a homework model for English classes and in
order to see the reactions, she conducted discussions about the new model and
experienced it for a week as a pilot study. The coming section shares some data

and guotations being obtained before implementation process.

Students’ Reflections of the Pilot Study; After analysing data about homework
perceptions of teachers, students and ideas about improving homework practices,
the researcher searched for a relevant homework model that might be useful in
FLE and came up with a modern understanding in literature. Before starting with
the action of implementing the new homework model in English classes, the
teacher introduced learning communities to the classroom and asked how to attach
it with English homework. Following that, the teacher prepared a homework
booklet that will be completed in communities in order to observe the adaptation.
Observations related to the pilot study week and discussions about learning
communities with the class will be reported briefly in order to show how to be

decided on learning communities as a homework model.

After collecting data about students’ perceptions on present type of homework in
English classes and get their opinions about their ideal homework, the researcher
concluded that the problem was that the assignments are far from students’

preferences and the teacher decided to improve a homework model based on
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students’ needs and interests. Before the implementation of CoL-based homework
in English classes, a pilot study is conducted for a week to see their perceptions of
working with friends in communities. For this aim, communities are given a
fascicule by the teacher to complete it together with their community. Afterwards,

the teacher asked their experiences of studying in communities ‘Fun,

collaborative, interactive and informative’ were the major points of the

observation notes and diary of the teacher-researcher describing the practice.

The observations of the teacher were stated as in the quotation below:

Fascicles contain speaking or writing activities improving different skills of English.
As they were completed together with the community in collaboration, it was fun to
perform the task. Besides, interaction was required to fulfil the homework
appropriately, which taught every student being a part of a whole. The students
reacted positively to cover the fascicules with a community rather than individually.
They stated that working with a community provided them to help each other and
learn new things which made the practice more informative when compared to
individual homework practices. Only 4 of the students expressed that it would not be
possible with the present class to provide sense of community among individuals and
2 of them complained about their community members.
(Observation Notes-March, 2019)
After implementing the new method of homework as a pilot study, | realized that
students who do not even greet each other started to spend time together after school
to complete their common task. | think this will promote social interaction at class,
which is one of the drawbacks.
(Teacher’s Diary-May, 2019)

Bence odevler eger bu sekilde verilirse
ingilizce derslerinde, ¢ok daha fazla sey
Ogreniriz  ¢linkii  6devi  toplulukla
yaparken c¢ok fazla sey Ogrendim
arkadaslardan ve hi¢ sikilmadik o6dev
yaparken. (O18)

If English assignments are changed into
that type of homework, 1 think we will
get more information as | learned a lot
of things while studying together thanks
to my friends and we never got bored.
(S18)

Data about doing homework together with a community in pilot study also
reflected that it is effective in improving students’ sense of responsibility,
increasing their confidence, and promoting courage as they stated they don’t feel

alone in the study and that they share the responsibility.

Odevin birlikte yapilacak olmas1 aslinda
sorumluluk duygumu arttirdr ve stresimi
azaltt1 ¢iinkii yapmadigim seyden sadece
ben degil diger arkadaslarim da zarar
gorebilir. Bu sebepten kendimizi daha
sorumlu ve aym zamanda rahat
hissediyoruz. (02)

The fact that the fascicles were
completed with community actually
increased our sense of responsibility
because my  behaviour  towards
completing homework does not only
concern me but also my friends. For this
reason, we felt more responsible. (S2)
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4.3. Students’ Perceptions about Learning Communities-Based Homework

Action research includes an alternative problem-oriented program (Yildirim and
Simsek, 2016). As the teacher realized decrease in students’ homework performance in
English classes, she looked for a solution and after questioning the perceptions of
students on homework, she decided to improve homework practices by designing an
adequate homework model based on the statements from participants. After reviewing
the literature and analysing the data about ideal homework, learning communities
understanding were decided to be applicable to design a homework model.
Communities were defined by the teacher to fulfil the assignments together, unlike the
individual homework, and the new homework model was started to be followed. The
communities were shaped by the researcher according to observations, the course-

homework performance and the exam grades of the students from the first semester.

After the implementation process, students' general perceptions about the new
homework practices were addressed in order to obtain data and data collection was
conducted through semi-structured focus group interviews and students’ self reflection
reports to reveal the perceptions about learning communities-based homework.
Analysing reflection reports and the data collected through focus group interview, by
considering research questions, themes were identified as impacts on cognitive
development, social development and personal development. There were also several
statements about weaknesses of learning communities based homework model. Lastly,
in order to get information about the impact of the designed homework model on
homework performance and exam results, homework checklists from two semesters and

the exam results were compared and respresented in graphs as a data.

4.3.1. Impacts on Cognitive-Academic Development

Looking through the data, positive views on the impacts of learning communities based
homework in terms of cognitive development gather around improving homework
performance and academic success, providing brainstorming and exchange of

knowledge, enhancing use of English, providing permanent learning and recognizing
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Gegen doneme gore ddev performansim bu
donem arttt ¢linkii yeni 6dev sisteminde
O0dev yapmama gibi bir sansin yok.
Baslarda agikgast bu bana bir firsat gibi
gelmisti. Bagkalarinin 6devini yapmast. ..
Ama sonralarda kendimi topluluga dahil
hissetmek beni ddevlere karsi isteklendirdi
ve arkadaslarima katki saglamaya bagladim.
Bu doénem bireysel ddevlerde bile eksim
yok. (09)

Ingilizce dersinde ddev tarzinin degismesi
benim sadece topluluk 6devi performansimi
artirmadi.  Ayrica bireysel olarak da
verdiginiz 6devleri de daha sik yapmaya
basladim ciinkii simfta tembel géziikmek
istemiyorum. (O13)

Odev yapmak bana sikici geliyordu ve
yapmiyordum bazen. Bu da 6devde eksi
almama sebep oluyordu. Kendi basima
O0dev  yaptigimda  6dev  konusunda
performansim iyi degil ¢ok. Ama biri
yardimci olursa ya da 6dev daha eglenceli
bir 6devse yapmak istiyorum.(O10)

Dahil oldugumuz topluluklarla &dev
yapmak hem Odeve karst tutumumu
degistirdi hem de ingilizce dersinde basarili
olabilecegimi gordiim. (026)

Ingilizce dersinde ¢ok basarili olmadigim
biliyorum. Bu yiizden de 6dev konusunda
da eksiklerim olabiliyor. Odevlere &nem
versek, smav sonuglarimizn  da iyi
olacagim s@ylilyorsunuz hep. Ben buna
kesinlikle katiltyorum  ¢linkii  topluluk
Odevlerinden sonra oldugumuz Ingilizce
simavinda Odev yaparken tartishgimz
konulardan da vardi ve bu sayede daha
yiiksek bir not aldim. (O15)

Smav sonuglarim gegen doénemde iyiydi
ama bu dénem sinavda sordugunuz soruyla
ilgili toplulukta konustugumuz, birbirimize
anlattigimiz konular olduysa, sinavim daha
iyl gegiyor. Bu da bence notlarima katki
sagliyor. (O8)

Smav esnasinda eskisi gibi rekabet ve
gerginlik hissetmedigim igin belki de, en
son smavimda rahattim ve sonucum_gegen
dénem notlarima gore ¢ok daha iyi. (O4)

mistakes. As major codes of data analysis, academic development (f=17) and enhancing
homework performance (f=20) are the most common statements of students.

My homework performance increased when
compared with the last semester as we
don’t have a chance not to complete our
homework thanks to the new homework
model. It seemed as a chance. Someone is
doing your homework. But later on, | felt
that | belong to the community, which
encouraged me towards homework. I didn 't
get a minus even in individual tasks this
semester. (S9)

The change in homework style in English
classes did not only improved my
homework performance in community
tasks, but also | started to complete my
individual assignments in order not to seem
lazy in classroom. (S13)

I felt bored while doing homework and
sometimes I didn’t complete them, which
costed to me a minus on checklist. When |
do homework on my own, my performance
is low but if someone helps me or if the
assignment is fun, | try to do it and it
enhances my performance. (510)

Doing homework with communities
changed my attitudes towards homework
and I realized | can be successful in English
classes. (S26)

In parallel with homework performance, the data represent that fulfilling the tasks

together as learning communities increase their grades in exams (f=11).

I know that | am not successful at English
classes. As a result, 1 have some
deficiencies in homework practices. You
always warn us that the tasks are directly
related to the exams and hereby, they are
important for our grades. | agree with that
because in the last exam there were also
parts about the topics we discussed in the
learning community, which helped me to
get a good result. (S15)

My exam grades were already good but this
semester, if there are some parts in exams
that were covered with the communities, my
exam goes better. | mean, learning
communities help us to get a high grade.
(S8)

As | do not get the feeling of competition or
anxiety during exams anymore, | was
relaxed in the last exam. Thus, the result is
much better than the first semester. (S4)
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Also the researcher realized the change especially in homework performance after
adopting the new homework model in English classes.

The students who were thinking that they are not capable of learning English are
now taking part in activities and ask me questions about the tasks. Besides, when
their homework checklists are compared with the former results, there is a
considerable increase. This is also the same for individual tasks.
(Observation Notes-May, 2019)
Apart from the statements of students about the relationship between CoL based
homework model and homework performance or exam results, there are also
graphics representing the comparison of two semesters in terms of homework
performance and academic level. The analyses of those data are mentioned in the

last part of the result section.

It is claimed that as students study together with their classmates in learning
communities, they have the chance to exchange information or allowing for
brainstorming about the homework (f=9), which might be defined as one of the

positive views for cognitive development in data analysis.

we should act

Ogrenme topluluklarinda 6dev yaparken
beraber hareket etmek ve birbirimize
danismak gerekiyor. Bu da bizim
birbirimizden 6grendiklerimiz sayesinde
basarimuz1 arttirryor. (O12)

Benim igin bireysel oOdevler de bir
sorumluluk ve yapilmasi gerekir ama
topluluk odakli o6devler ¢ok sey
Ogretiyor bana. Mesela aramizda konuyu
tartismak ve Dbirbirimizle bilgilerimizi
paylasmak hem O6devin dogrulugunu
arttirdt hem de birstirii farkli sey
o0grendik. Ayrica bu tarz odevlerde
ogrendiklerimi unutmuyorum hemen.
(017)

Ingilizce
yapmak

Odevlerini topluluk odakli
birbirimizle bilgilerimizi
paylasmayr ve ortak bir Odev
olugturmay1 ogretti. Ben bu sayede
birbirimizden de cok sey
ogrenebilecegimizi gordiim. (021)

In the community,
together and consult with each other.
This situation increases our success
thanks to the learnings from the
community members. (S12)

I think all the assignments should be
done because it is our responsibility. But
thanks to CoL based assignments, |
learn a lot of things with the way
brainstorming or exchanging
information in the community. That
helps to increase the accuracy of the
homework. Besdes, I do not forget the
things that I learn through interaction.
(S17)

Completing  English  homework in
learning communities taught me to share
our knowledge with each other and
design a common task. Thanks to this, |
realized that there are lots of things we
can learn from each other. (S21)

Apart from the data collected through focus group interview, students also express
their own ideas about ColL-based homework in reflective reports. One of the
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participants impress that learning communities understanding in homework

practices provide discussions among individuals and change of information.

At first, | did not believe that performing learning communities would be possible in
our class as we do not have the sense of being a class. However, maybe against the
fear of failure in homework practices, we got used to reason about the task together
with our community as knowledge grows when shared.

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019)

Motivation in foreign language learning is a commonly mentioned characteristic in
literature by most of the authorities. Similarly, the students minded motivation and
18 out of 24 partipants remarked that along with the adoption of new homework

model in English classes, by becoming more motivated to complete the tasks and

take part in homework discussions or assessments, they become more competent.

Higbir dersi Odev olmadan | can't think of any lessons without
diisiinemiyorum ama onemli olan nasil  homework, but the important thing is the
O0devler oldugu. Bu donem &6dev  design of it. Our new homework

yontemimizin degismesi ¢ok iyi oldu.
Tek basima &dev yapmak sikici
geliyordu. Simdi beraber bir seyler
yapmak ddev yapma istegimi arttiriyor.

Ogrenme topluluklarinda  birbirimize
yardim  etme  sansimizin  olmasi
motivasyonumu arttirdigi igin

performansimi da arttirryor. (013)

Odev  yapma  konusunda istekli
olmayinca o 6dev ne kadar basit de olsa
yapmadigim zamanlar oluyordu. Suan

practices are useful in learning. | felt
boring during completing homework on
my own. Now, working with the
community promotes my desire to
complete homework.

In learning communities based homework
we have the chance to help and motivate
each other, which has a positive impact on
homework performance. (S13)

If 1 am not willing to complete the
homework, there were times | did not do
it. However, with the new understing in

homework practices, doing homework in
community and sharing the
responsibility relieves me. Eventually, |
think it enhances my performance in
classes and homework. (S3)

toplulukla 6dev yapmak ve sorumlulugu
beraber iistlenmek beni rahatlatiyor. Bu
da hem derste hem de 6devde basarimi
arttird1 bence. (03)

Increasing motivation has also been one of the gains of CoL-based homework that

is realized and included in researcher’s observations.

It was not the day for presentations of learning communities and discussions of
homework practices. Nevertheless, students were quite willing to share their answers
for individual homework during assessment, which was actually not much possible
earlier. | think this is about the motivation that the communities provided each other
during studying together. As they react positively towards tasks, they also maintain it
for individual homework, either.

(Teacher’s Diary-May, 2019)
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As stated in previous sections of results, students underline use of target language
in homework practices. As a result, the teacher designed the new homework model
within this scope and the concept of CoL — based homework in English classes
required using target language during all the processes in homework tasks. Hence,
13 students identify that they have the opportunity to make use of English during
preparation of task and presentation, which is stated as one of the positive impacts

of designed homework model.

Odevde belirlenen kelimeleri kullanarak
bir text ya da diyalog hazirlamak,
Ingilizceyi pratige yonelik kullanmamizi
sagliyor. Bizi yonlendiren kalip sorular
yerine, bir seyler ortaya cikardigimiz
odevler Ingilizceyi istedigimiz gibi
kullandiriyor. Bu bence dil 6grenmek
igin test sorularindan, bosluk
doldurmadan ¢ok daha etkili. (019)

Ben Ingilizceyi kullanarak farkli seyler
ortaya ¢ikarmayr seviyorum ¢iinki
yetenegim gosterebiliyorum. O yiizden
zaten bireysel ddevlerde de aragtirma ya
da yorumlama &devi verdiginizde daha
istekli  yapryordum ¢iinkii Ingilizce
konusmay1 6grenmek istiyorum ve bu
bence ancak dili kullanarak olur. Bu
donemki topluluk 6devi ¢aligmalarimiz
da bu yiizden bana daha verimli geliyor.

Belki hatalarimiz da oluyor ama, kag
yildir  Ingilizce gdrmeme ragmen
Ingilizce ciimle kurabildigimi ve biraz
iizerinde c¢alisginca belli bir konu
iizerinde konusabildigimi ilk kez bu yil
fark ettim. Yeni 6dev yonteminin bize
hazir bir kagit vermeyip, 6devi nasil
yapacagimizi biz birakmasi, ¢gogumuzun
Ingilizceyi kullanmasini sagladi. (02)

Creating a text or a dialogue by using
the determined vocabulary enables us to
practice language. Instead of chunks
that limits us, tasks that makes us to
create something authentic provides
using English. I think this is much more
effective than multiple choice questions
or sentence completion. (S19)

I like presenting authentic works by
using target language in order to show
my competency. So, | was more willing
in tasks which were research- based or
required interpretation also in
individual homework practices as | want
to improve my English, which is possible
only through practicing. As a result, the
new model in English homework seems
effective to me in using target language.

There might be mistakes but even I have
been covering English lessons for years,
I just realized that | can form sentences
and speak in English about a determined
topic if 1 do some practice. Learning
communities in  homework practices
provides us utilize the language by
leaving us free, rather than formed
handouts. (S2)

CoL based homework enhances to use other skills of English language which is actually
the best part for me as | want to learn how to use English, not how to fill in blanks.

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019)

During data analysis, even they are not emphasized as common as the mentioned
points, enabling permanent learning and recognizing mistakes with the help of
CoL understanding are also identified as cognitive developments as studying with
communities make them to reflect on different perspectives and make
interpretations, rather than accepting the information without questioning.
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Ogrenme  topluluklariyla  yaptigimiz
Odevlerde yaraticilik ve farklilik oluyor
ve bunu yapabilmek i¢in herkes
bildiklerini ve fikirlerini paylasiyor. Ben
toplulukla 6dev hazirlarken 6grendigim
seyleri hi¢ unutmuyorum. Ama bireysel
Odevlerde sahip oldugum tek sey kendi
bildiklerim ve yeni seyler 6grenmek de
zaman aliyor. (017)

Odev  tamamlama ve  cevaplama
konusunda iyi bir Ogrenci olduguma
inantyorum. Elbette ki hatalarim ¢ikiyor
ama bence 6nemli olan o 6deve 6zenmek
ve emek vermek. Sinifta kontrol edilirken
de eksiklerini anlayabilmek. Eger boyle
olmazsa, 6devin bir amaci kalmaz. (O8)

Ogrenme topluluklart temelli 6devlerde
her asamayr beraber diisiinerek ve
kendimiz deneyimleyerek yapiyoruz. Ben
bir seyi izleyerek ya da deneyerek daha iyi
6greniyorum ve unutmuyorum. Topluluk
Odevlerinde de her seyi kendimiz
olusturmamz ve sunmamiz daha akilda
Kalic1 oldugu icin basarim artt1. (022)

In  learning  communities  based
practices, there is authencity and
creativity. In order to enable it, we
exchange information and opinions in
community. I don’t forget the things I
learned during working with others. But
it was only my knowledge in individual
assignments and learning new things
take time on my own. (S17)

I believe 1 am a successful student in
completing homework and the accuracy
of it. Of course | make mistakes, but the
thing is to pay attention to the task and
to give a labor. If not, practices will be
useless. (S8)

In CoL based homework, we think over
all the steps and experience it together
during the process. | learn better
through watching or acquiring and do
not forget easily. In learning
communities, as we design the task and
present it ourselves which enables
permanence. (S22)

As stated earlier, working with learning communities enable the particiapants to
realize their mistakes in a short time as one of the characteristics of learning

communities is defined as helping each other by 15 students.

I don’t hesitate to make mistakes during the lesson or the tasks as | believe that my
friends will help me to correct them.
(Student Reflection Reports-May, 2019)

The data collected through students’ reflection papers also support that CoL-based
homework model influence homework performance and consequently academic
success positively, as the members do not hesitate to share knowledge with each
other. As communication needs at least two sides, communities provide the

students the opportunity for it.

I like the new way of homework practices. As we study together, we discuss how to
prepare the assignment in a best way and exchange ideas about how to use the given
words. In that way, we deal with the target language and it enhances the academic
success by providing new information.

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019)
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4.3.2. Impacts on Development of Social Skills

Apart from academic performance and cognitive development, tha data present
that CoL-based homework practices contribute to social development attendantly.
Improving communication skills, enhancing collaboration, promoting collected
responsibility, empowering the sense of community and team spirit are the major
outcomes pointed out by the students during data collection process. As common
statement, 20 students emphasized that thanks to enabling learning communities in

fulfilling homework practices, individuals become more communicative in society.

Sunumdan sonra diger topluluklarla
beraber yapilan calismayr degerlendirmek
ve onlarm da ¢alismalarini dinlemek bizim
gibi bir smifa saygi cergevesinde de
konugulabilecegini gosterdi. Bunun igin
bile 6grenme topluluklar1 faydali oldu
diyebilirim. (023)

Bizim smifimizda iletisim eksikligi var
genel olarak. Bu yiizden topluluk odakli

odevlerin cok ilerleyecegini
diisiimemistim ama Oyle olmadi. Ozellikle
topluluklar1  sizin  belirlemeniz  farkli

kisilerin _birbiriyle iletisim kurmasin

sagladi. (O4)

Biliyorsunuz smifimzda belli
gruplagsmalar var ve bazi  kisiler
birbirleriyle selamlagsmazlar bile. Topluluk
Odevleri sayesinde en azindan Ingilizce
derslerinde, sunum esnasinda ya da
Odevleri tamamlarken iletisim kuruyoruz
ve boylece bir smf olusturduumuzun
farkina vartyoruz. (O18)

Evaluating the presentation together with
all the communities and becoming aware
of their work proved our class that it is
possible to discuss within mutual respect.
Even for this, it is useful to conduct CoL-
based homework model. (523)

There was miscommunication in our class.
As a result, I didn’t believe that CoL based
assignments would continue but it worked.
Especially your determination of the
communities enabled that people interact
with each other who have never contacted
before. (S4)

You know there is grouping in our class
and some students don’t even greet each
other. With the new model in homework
practice, we have a contact with each
other during presentations or completing
assignments. It helps us to realize that we
are forming a society by attending the
same class. (S18)

Similarly, almost in all reflection papers participants infer that by implementing
the designed homework model for English classes provides interaction among

students as it makes the class study together.

I am new at the school this year and as | am not a sociable person in general, the
change in my life made the situation worse. Unexpectedly, thanks to creating
learning communities for English assignments, | have the opportunity to
communicate with my classmates, as we have to complete the task together with the
community. This situation provided us to get in contact with each other not only for
completing homework but also making friendship with.

(Student’s Reflection Report-May, 2019)

The increase in communication and conducting cooperative tasks has also led to
the development of communities’ discipline and enhances collaboration among
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Yeni &dev sistemi benim i¢in ¢ok faydal
oldu agikgasi ¢iinkii ben 6devi kendim
yapmakta zorlantyorum, 6zellikle de yazma
Odevleri. Bireysel caligma yerine topluluk
olarak bir seyler yapinca hem 6dev bagarim
arttt hem de sinif i¢inde dayamisma olustu.
Eskiden yardim etmeyecegini diigiindiigiim
arkadaslara artik her ders i¢in gidip soru
sorabiliyorum. (O18)
Bana smiftakiler hep bencil gelirdi.
Herkesin  birbirini  rakip gbrmesi de
yardimlagmay1 engelliyordu bence.
Olusturulan 6dev topluluklarinda bireysel
bilgi kendi basina bir ise yaramadigi i¢in
paylasmay1 ve iyi bir 6dev hazirlamak icin
yardimlagmayi sagladi en azindan. (020)

participants. According to 12 students, not only providing cooperation but also
eliminating competition and rival in the class reveal the idea of helping each other.

The new homework system is really helpful
for me because | had difficulties in doing
homework, especially writing tasks. Rather
than individually, working together with a
community provided both increase in my
homework performance and cooperation
among us. | know ask for help even to the
people who | thought they would not help
me before. (S18)

My classmates seemed selfish to me. That
all the individuals see each other as
opponents  blocked collaboration.  As
working individually is useless in learning
communities based tasks, it provided
sharing and helping each other at least.
(S20)

I see my students help each other not only during completing English homework but also
studying for an exam of any class. Cooperation was not in the foreground in the class as
they were feeling competitive towards their friends. With the learning communities
understanding in English homework, students become more sensitive and friendly.
(Observation Notes, May, 2019)

Decreased competition and enabling collaboration also contribute to the sense of
community among students. The concept that best describes this situation is the

expression of the "feeling whole" which is stated by 5 students.

Siz  de fark etmissinizdir, &dev
kontrollerinde ben ¢ok soz hakki
almiyordum  normalde  ¢iinkii  hata

yapmaktan korkuyordum. Bizim sinifta
genel olarak sinif ruhu olmadig i¢in rekabet
var ve bireysel Odevlerde bu daha ¢ok
ciinkii goziinlize girmek ve kendilerini
kanitlamak icin bir yol goriiyorlar. Ama
Ingilizce ddevlerinin her hafta bir kismuinin
toplulukla yapilmasi bu durumu azaltti ve
yardimlagmaya bagladik. Zaten topluluk
baska sekilde verimli calisamazdi. (02)

... 8. Smifta topluluk olmay1 benimsedik
bence. Smif¢a kendimizi bir amag igin bir
arada hissediyoruz. Birbirimizin
bilgilerinden faydalanmak artik hepimiz
icin normal bir durum. (025)

Sinif¢a ve grupea bir biitiin olarak hissetme
duygusu giizel bence. Toplulukla odev
yaparken yaristaymisim gibi
hissetmiyorum, bireysel ddevlerin aksine.
Bu his bende baski olusturuyordu. (020)

You also might realize, | was not active
during homework evaluation sessions with
the whole class as | hesitate to make
mistakes. There is a competitive
environment  in  classroom  about
assignments, which is more common in
individual work as they consider it a way to
win your favour and prove their knowledge.
However, the fact that we carry out some
CoL-based homework every week changed
the situation and now we help each other.
LC would not already continue properly in
a different way. (S2)

.. now in 8" grade, we internalized the sense
of being a community. We gather around a
common purpose as a team. In
Communities, we learn from each others’
knowledge, which turned into an ordinary
issue for us. (525)

I think the sense of feeling a whole as a
class is nice. I don’t feel in a competition
which causes pressure on me while doing
homework, unlike individual homework.
(S20)
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It is also expressed that cooperation among the students during completion,
presentation and discussion of the tasks require the sense of community to enable

team spirit as a class.

Topluluk 6devleriyle Ingilizceyi daha  With CoL based assignments, | liked
cok sevdim ¢iinkii 6devi yardimlagarak  English classes more because
beraber yapiyor olmak ve topluluklarmm  completing assignments with
arasinda da rekabet olmamasi beni cooperation and there was no
rahatlatti. Byle olunca boglamak yerine ~ competition among communities
daha isteyerek tamamladim odevleri relieved me. As a result, | became more
¢linkii bunun en biiyiik sebebi bence  willing to do tasks thanks to feelng the
smif ruhu olusmasi. Kendi basmma  spirit of being a class. During individual
oldugumda konu tekrar1 ve kaynaklara takss, | was bored with doing revisions
bakmak  beni  sikiyordu.  Simdi  and searching for resources. Now, we
ihtiyacimiz olan tek sey birbirimiziz. only need each other to fulfil them.

The data obtained from the dairy also indicate that besides academic improvement,

CoL-based homework in English classes promote students’ sense of community at

the same time.

As | compare the results of exams, the difference between the first and second term
cannot be denied. | also observe that students meet and study together for the exams.
Thus, it is obvious that they got the sense of sharing a purpose as a class which
proves they become aware of the fact that they actually create a community whose
purposes are common and they can be achieved together with ease.

(Teacher’s Diary-June, 2019)

Lastly, when looking through the data to define the impacts of redesigned

homework model in various aspects, it is also deduced that feeling a part of the

learning community enhances collective responsibility of the students (f=13).

Odevleri toplulukla yapmak iizerimdeki ~ Completing the assignments  with
baskayr azaltirken bir yandan da  community decreases the pressure on me
sorumluluk hissimi arttirdi. Eskiden  while increasing the sense of

O0devi yapan da yapmayan da bendim  responsibility.  Formerly, | was
ama simdi bir toplulugun sorumlulugunu  responsible for my own homework but
tastyorum. (O18) now | undertake also the community.

Data obtained from the reflection paper of a student mainly summarizes the
relationship between getting collective responsibility and CoL-based homework
model.

To be honest, I was not a bright student in completing tasks generally. When I didn’t
do my homework, |1 was not feeling uncomfortable so much as it was my
responsibility and it affected only my success. As learning communities required
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keeping company, | felt responsible about contributing to the common aim of the
class. As a result, even | was not giving importance to my own responsibilities, the
feeling of being a community led to collective responsibility as it was not only me
who would be affected by a low homework performance.

(Reflection Report-May, 2019)

4.3.3. Impacts on Personal Development

The data also include statements about the impacts of CoL based homework in
terms of personal aspect. Participants generally underline that discussions and
presentations required during homework sessions and evaluating the works
together with the whole class promoted personal development. Based on the
expressions of the students, it is identified that new homework model for English
tasks contribute to personal development in terms of reducing shyness (f=18),
improving self-expression (f=12) in community and gaining self-confidence (f=9).

Sunum yapmak heyecanlandirdi beni.
Ciinkii  toplulukta daha o6nce hic
konugma yapmadim. Bir de sunumu
Ingilizce yapmanuz gerekiyordu. Hig
yapamam  zannetmistim ama  ¢ok
heyecanlansam da bir sekilde gérevimi
yaptim Kendime giivenim geldi bu
sayede. (05)

Eskisi kadar ice kapanik biri degilim ve
fikirlerimi ¢ekinmeden paylasiyorum
sinifta. Konusma cesareti geldi. (013)

Baskasima bir seyler anlatinca anlattigim
konuyu daha iyi anladigim ve
unutmadigimi da fark ettim. Topluluk
olarak o6dev c¢alismasi hakkinda fikir
belirtmek de hem cesaretimi arttirdi hem
de utangaghgim azaldigi igin bireysel
Odevlerde bile artik séz hakki alirken
¢ekinmiyorum. Yanlis olsa da sif
eskisi kadar tepki gostermiyor c¢iinki
topluluk olmak birbirini desteklemek
demek ve biz bir smifiz. (026)

Presentations made me feel excited
because | had never talked to a community
before. Besides, we had to present it in
English. I never thought I could, but even
if | was very nervous | did it. Thanks to
this, | gained self-confidence. (S5)

I am not a self-closed person anymore and
I can share my opinions with people
without feeling hesitation. 1 got the
courage for talking. (S13)

When | teach something to a person, |
realized that | understand the subject
better and do not forget it. Expressing
opinions as a community encouraged me
towards the class and my shyness
decreased. So, | do not hesitate to
participate in  evaluating individual
homework. Even my answer is wrong; the
class does not react negatively because
forming a community means encouraging
each other as we are a community as a
class. (S26)

Besides promoting self-expression, it is identified that learning communities also
provide discussion among students about the task. After the presentation,

communities ask questions about the presented work, comment on it and also share
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their work with the class if wanted. The teacher expressed her observations about

the session as follows:

It is really proud to see my students sharing their ideas about the homework and |
sometimes get really surprised when | see some students defending their task who
never took part in the lessons before.

(Teacher’s Observation Notes-May, 2019)

4.3.4. Weaknesses of Learning Communities-Based Homework

As is the case with positive impacts of CoL based homework, there are also
statements about weaknesses of learning communities in homework practices.
Students’ negative reflections on the designed homework model emerged from the
collected data as feeling worried and incompetent about homework presentations
(f=19) and having problems in arranging community meetings (f=10) and feeling

worried about the community members (f=8) as the major point of students.

Based on the collected data, as a part of ColL-based assignments, presentations
influence students in various ways based on social and personal development. In
contrast, before doing presentation, the students feel worried and were hesitating to
express themselves especially in English. Besides, presenting the work that they
completed with the community members caused anxiety at first. The dialogue

noted by the teacher also supports the point:

Teacher: | think you have understood our new method of homework practice.
Student: Teacher, isn’t that possible to eliminate presentations? I don’t think I can
do it. I can’t even read English texts.

Teacher: As this is our way of assessment of homework, no way.

Students: You can do it by collecting our tasks.

Teacher: But | want to see that you are a part of the community.

Bulugmak i¢in falan zaman ayarlamak
gibi problemler oluyor. Ya da 2 kisi o
giin calismak istiyor ama 1 kisi
istemiyor. Biz bu durumu 6nceden giin
ve saat planlayarak astik. (O11)

Grup caligmasmin tek olumsuz yam
bence bulusma zorlugu. Ailelerimiz
yapilan calismayla ilgili
bilgilendirildikleri i¢in problem olmuyor
ama bazen iiyeler zaman ayarlayamiyor.

Sometimes there are problems about
arranging meeting. As an example, two
memebers want to study that day but the
other do not accept. We solved the
situation by planning beforehand. (S11)

The only challenge in ColL based
assignments are planning meeting. As
our families are aware of the process,
the problem is not about them. It is
about the members that sometimes
cannot arrange the time.
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As stated above, one of the discrepancies about CoL based homework is the
dissatisfaction of the students about communities. Even there are some problems
about the fact, it is also reduced in time as they got used to each other and focused
on the main purpose of the task.

Once tabii hocamiz topluluklar1 ilan
ettiginde biraz sikintilar oldu smifta.
Sonrasinda hocamiz gruplart belli bir
diizene  gore  olusturdugunu  ve
degistiremeyecegini  sOyleyince daha
fazla konuyu uzatmadi kimse. Hala dahil
oldugu toplulugu sevmeyenler var. Bu
da veriml ¢aligmalariini engelliyor. (07)

Hocamiz bize yeni odev
uygulamasindan  bahsedince  basta
topluluklart kendimiz mi olusturacagiz
diye diigiinmiigtim. Sonra hocamizin
belirledigini 6grenince izildiim ¢iinkii

When our teacher announced the
communities, there were problems in the
classroom. Then, when our teacher said
that there will be no changes in
communities, nobody insisted on the
issue. There are still people who are not
pleased with their communities, which
hinders studying effectively. (57)

When our teacher mentioned the new
homework method for English classes,
Ithought about how to build a
community. Then | felt sad to hear that
our teacher decided the communities

because there is grouping in our class
and also conflicts between people. (S20)

siifta herkesin ayr1 bir arkadas ortami
var ve anlasmazliklar oluyor. (020)

4.3.5. Learning Communities-Based Homework Performance of Students

In order to support the data from interviews and student reports about impacts of
ColL-based homework on homework performance, observation notes taken during
discussions and presentatitons are also utilized to get information about
communities’ performance. Determining the ultimate conclusions of the study, the
statements are summarized in Appendix N by making comparisons between the
two models of homework practices. In order to get a deep understanding about the
impacts of CoL-based homework practices in English class, the teacher also
analysed the data provided by observation notes and presentations and interpreted
the findings about students’ performance in learning communities based tasks.
Based on the major themes and codes determined by analysing observations of the
teacher, a brief comparison can be identified as while individual-based
assignments evoke competition, CoL-based assignments promote sharing and
collaboration between individuals. In addition, individual homework cause anxiety
on some students as its main aim is to prove self competency in homework
practices. On the other hand, ColL-based tasks are identified as enhancing

motivation and self confidency on students as it gives the chance to feel
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encouragement during the practice which helps the students to be competent in

community tasks.

As students have the chance to get help from each other during homework practices,
their performance on tasks has increased. Now, as | observe the presentations of
communities, | can say that students seem more motivated about completing their
tasks when they study together rather than survive individually.
(Teacher’s Diary, May, 2019)
The data emerged from the reflection reports of students also supports the findings

about homework performance:

Your new type of homework practices were quite effective for me because it was
really fun and helpful to conduct the tasks with a community without getting stressed
or feeling like competing with my classmates. | already was a good student in
completing homework but this semester | did my homework willingly and without any
deficiency.

(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019)

4.3.6. Analysis of Homework Checklists and Exam Results

As the action study aims mainly to improve the English homework performance
and academic success, the researcher also analysed the results of individual works
in order to get idea about the students’ individual achievement. Looking over the
graphs about individual homework performance and exam results, while most of
the students show a striking increase in homework performance, some of them
slightly increase the rate which might be caused of not fulfilling the
responsibilities and requirements of working with a learning community. As
students are involved in a community while practicing tasks based on new
homework model, they do not want to represent a poor image in individual
homework practices to the members of community. As a result, learning
communities also promote the performance in individual tasks. Similar to the
increasing performance in homework, exam results also increased gradually, in
parallel with the statements claiming that homework performance has an impact on

academic success.

Comparison of Homework Checklist and Exam Results: Laslty, in order to obtain

data about CoL-based assignments on homework performance and academic
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success, apart from the tasks completed as communities; students are also given
individual tasks periodically in English classes. The graph below compares the
results of students’ homework performances from two semesters. Analysing the
data, it can be stated that most of the students show a striking increase in

homework performance. (Students 14, 24 and 27 were habitually absent).
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Figure 5. Students’ HW Performance Values from the two Semesters

Based on the reflections of students about new homework model in English
classes, the data about the impacts of learning communities in terms of exam
results are also analysed and the findings are supported with the graph comparing
the exam grades of the students from the two semesters in order to find out if there
is a significant difference between. Similar to the data about students’ homework
performance, the avarages of exam results of two semesters are also represented in
graph, which shows that CoL-based homework increased the success of students

on English exams.

Therewith, the data derived from the diary claims that by means of the
implementation of the new homework model in FLE classes, the grades of students

were increased gradually in terms of class performance and exam results.
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English is seen as one of the difficult classes in secondary school among students. As
a result, students were hopeless about the exams and felt alone about getting ready
for the exam. Now, most probably in reaction to learning communities, they got used
to study together rather than feel in a rivalry. This provided satisfactory results in
exams.

(Teacher’s Diary-June, 2019)

Similar to the quotation from the diary, the data from the reflection report also
state that learning community understanding has a positive impact not only in

homework performance but also in exam results in general.

To tell the truth, as | was not studying for English exams for hours, | did not get
pleasant results. This semester, we both have individual homework and community-
based homework and | complete both of them willingly as | feel somehow more
responsible than before. Besides, | have the chance to revise the topics and learn new
things during completion of homework with the community and discussion of the
tasks together with the class, which helps me to remember the topics during exams.
(Student Reflection Report-May, 2019)
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Figure 6. GPA Values of English Exams from two Semesters

4.3.7. Summary of the Findings

In order to interpret the findings of the study, the themes and codes were identified
by analysing the data and they were triangulated with observation notes and the
diary of the teacher-researcher to validate the findings. The major themes derived

from the data in parallel with the research questions were determined as
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perceptions of homework, ideal homework practices and preferences on
homework models in FLE and the impacts of the new homework model in English
classes. By looking at findings, the teachers perceive homework as reinforcement,
responsibility of students, promoter of success and tool for assessment in general.
There are also statements that define homework practices as a pointless activity.
From the perspectives of the students, assignments are their obligation, duty and
responsibility. Besides, it is a tool for reinforcement of the class. There are also

students who define homework as a cause of anxiety and a boring activity.

Students’ definitions of ideal homework come under common statements as
enabling interaction and use of target language, arouse interest and collaboration
and assisting for exams. All the data about the perceptions of homework practices
and ideas about ideal homework being collected through interviews were verified
by classroom observation notes of the researcher. The findings of homework
perceptions of students and teachers were compared with the ideas about
improving homework practices and based on the information, it was clear that the
ideal homework model is quite different from the adopted homework model in
English classes. Besides, as the teacher-researcher has observed underperformance
in English homework in accordance with exam results, she decided to redesign the
homework model based on collected data about ideal homework and after
searching the literature; she came up with learning communities in education, a

new understanding in education which is suited to the needs of the students.

As it can be concluded from the major codes triangulated with the teacher’s
observation notes and diary, students are interested in assignments that enhances
interaction, communication and cooperation as main characteristics. Hence,
homework practices are designed the way that encourage communities of learners
and practice. With the redesigned homework model based on learning
communities, tasks were conducted with the community and all the communities
are allowed to study together without feeling in a race as they were not graded
individually. During the implementation of the new model, the researcher
continued to do observations and the communities were also interviewed in order

to get data about their experiences. Students also express their personal ideas about
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CoL-based homework on reflection reports. The major themes emerged from the
data about the designed homework model are its impacts on cognitive (academic),
social and personal development. In addition, there are also findings on the
weaknesses of learning communities based homework model in English classes.
The identified major codes were also verified by students’ reflection reports and
observation notes of the researcher. Lastly, the comparisons of homework
performances of students and their exam results from two semesters were also

presented in graphics in order to find out the impacts of homework practices.

Eventually, the results of the study demonstrate that CoL-based homework model
contributes positively to homework performance and academic success in English
classes from the perspectives of the students and the teacher-researcher. The
comparison of the themes and major codes between individual-based homework
and CoL-based homework are represented in Appendix N to obtain a general idea

about the data analysis process.
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS

The study has been conducted to improve the homework performances of 8%
graders in English classes by designing a new homework model based on learning
communities understanding. To fulfil the aim, action research is identified as
research design and the data collected from participants are analysed for the sake
of answering the research questions based on themes and codes which are
determined in data analysis process. This chapter discusses the main themes of the
study in relation to the relevant research in literature. Afterwards, the following
section presents implications for further practices in education and lastly further

research.
5.1. Discussion

As content analysis was carried out in the study, the data were analysed based
upon the identified themes and codes presented in Appendix J. The findings were
also triangulated through multiple data sources (i.e., observation notes, diary and
reflection reports) to develop a comprehensive understanding about the case. In
this section, the findings are discussed in parallel with the reseach questions

respectively together with addressing to related literature.
5.1.1. Perceptions on English Homework Practices

As language acquisition has become one of the prominent issues of MoNE,
language education programs and their components started to be analysed in terms
of their functions in learning environment (Cinar, Teyfur and Teyfur, 2006;

Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017). Thus, homework is one of the prominent matters
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in educational studies and authorities continue to study on the phenomenon.
Similar to other subjects, homework is defined as one of the effective learning
methods in FLE (Nunan and Richards, 2015; Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield,
2002) and most of the educators enforce it on their classes. Homework concept has
been discussed in literature in various perspectives but the most common issue is
individuals’ attitudes and their stance towards homework practices because it is
highly believed that it has a direct effect on homework performance and quality of
the work (Wiesenthal et al., 1997; Inceoglu, 2004).

The findings of the present study indicate similar patterns with the literature in
terms of homework definition and perceptions of individuals who got involved in
the process. In the former studies conducted with the teachers, it was claimed that
the teachers’ approaches to the concept and status of homework might have an
impact on the students’ perceptions and consequently performances on homework
practice (Eilam, 2001; Connors, 1992; Farrow et al., 1999). The present study aims
to improve homework performance in English classes and ensures continuity of it.
Thus, the perceptions of teachers and students on English homework practices are
questioned in the study in order to get a broad point of view and compare the
findings with the former studies about attitudes and perceptions towards

homework practices in learning process.

To begin with the perceptions of homework practices from the perspectives of the
teachers and students in the study, parallel results are obtained with the related
literature underlining the importance of individual perceptions on homework
performance and academic success (Akin, 1998; Collier, 2007; Cooper et al.,
2006). Similar to the studies in the literature (Cooper, 2001; Walberg et al., 1985,
Doyle and Barber, 1990) the present study indicate that English teachers
emphasize homework favourable for their classes in terms of reinforcement, self-
responsibility, academic success and assessment of the class. Similarly, students
adopt homework positively as a duty, an obligation or responsibility. The findings
also show that not only teachers but also students state that assignments enable
reinforcing for the previous classes. On the other hand, similar to a number of

related literature stating that students define homework as a source of stress

149



(Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002; Kaplan, 2006), the data of the present study also
show that homework might cause anxiety and stress on students depending on

various aspects, which will be identified in this section later on.

Considering the literature about academic success and homework, there are
various studies that underline the importance of homework in foreign language
learning. In parallel, teachers emphasize that assignments promote learners in
acquiring of new information in various ways (Ulutas and Dinger, 2003; Kose,
2013, Agikgdz, 1993). Teachers’ general perceptions about homework are similar
to each other as all of them started by defining homework as reinforcement for
their lessons and expressed that they give homework to the students for the sake of
revising the covered topics in order to prevent the students from forgetting.
Besides, they believe that homework promotes language learning as it provides
time to study English outside the class and the students might realize their
deficiencies. They point out that students who give importance to homework
performance experience more success on learning English than the ones who are
indifferent to the tasks. So, it can be concluded that teachers perceive assignments
as promoters of success on their lessons. In line with the literature (Eilam, 2001,
Ulutas and Dinger, 2003), in the present study, the teachers promote homework
practices on their lessons as it motivates the students and consequently enhances
their academic achievement. They claim that students who are able to see that they
can complete the task with the newly acquired language feel courage about the

class and it keeps their motivation high.

Teachers indicate that homework can be considered as a tool for reinforcement as
it gives opportunity to revise the former classes and ensures permanence of the
knowledge. When interpreting the findings from students, a considerable amount
of them also underline homework as reinforcement. In this respect, the findings of
the action study coincide with the related literature defining assignment
applications as a way of reinforcing newly acquired knowledge and ensuring
permanence for students (Babadogan, 1990; Giirlevik, 2006; Sahin & Altinay,
2008; Wallinger, 2000; Warton, 2001). The students overemphasized that

homework practices provide them secure the new information which is parallel
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with the study conducted by Ozben (2006) on the second level students revealing
that repetitions and activities done owing to homework practices make learning
permanent and increase academic achievement. There are also studies being
encountered that there is no relation between academic achievement and
homework applications (Kriesberg, 1996; Miiijs & Reynolds, 2001) while other
state that it depends on the grade level of students (Cooper, 1989, A¢ikgoz, 2003).
Similarly, even there are participants denying the importance of homework on
academic performance, when the data are analysed in deep, it is clear that these
statements arouse depending different reasons as preferred homework model or
attitude towards the class, which are the reasons of failure in English homework

performance.

Moreover, homework is preferred as a tool for assessment by the teachers. As
pointed out earlier, it is believed that without checking the accuracy of answers in
assignments; it is not possible to have an idea about achievement in language
learning (Keith, 1982; Chen and Ehrenberg, 1993). Parallel to that point, three of
the teachers expressed that assignments are the most practical tools to evaluate the
students’ level of acquiring the new information. They also have the opportunity to
foresee the process and plan the coming classes based on the homework
performances of the learners. The assignments also give clues about their own
teaching as they have the chance to collect the completed task and to become
aware of the most problematic points that students faced in assignments. When
they were asked about their way of homework assessment, it was reported that
they mostly do direct assessment by walking around the class or the students read
their answers aloud in the classroom during homework evaluation, which
represents common points with study conducted by North and Pillay (2002)
aiming to find out English teachers preferences about characteristics of homework

and claim that homework is a useful tool for teachers in assessing students.

Accordingly, when the students expressed their thoughts about English homework,
a remarkable amount complained about assessing homework directly as it is one of
the reasons of feeling anxious about homework practices. Most of the students

who get underwhelming results in homework performance underline their stress
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during homework evaluation as they do not feel confident and sure about their
answers, which bring about anxiety and ignorance towards the assignments and
washout consequently, as Cumhur and Baydar (2017) revealed in the study on
cooperative homework model, stating that anxiety affects homework negatively.
As a result, the characteristics of homework practices should be shaped based on
modern understandings in education rather than follow accustomed techniques
(Cinar, Teyfur and Teyfur, 2006). Eventually, the present study clarly reveal that
teachers perceive homework as a tool for assessment but their way of assessing the
tasks causes anxiety and stress on students that result in underperformance as
stated in literature (Wallinger, 2008).

In parallel with the related studies (Demirel, 1989; Cooper et al., 2006; Akin,
1998; Babadogan, 1990; Hughes et al.; 2002, Walberg et al., 1985; Kapikiran &
Kiran, 1999), both teachers and students pointed out that homework improves the
sense of responsibility of students as it holds students responsible to do extra study
either willingly or unwillingly outside the course and increase their skills to
comprehend the knowledge (Hughes et al., 2002; Connors, 1992). In other words,
when the teacher assigns the students with a task, they feel the need to complete it
in order not to leave a bad impression on teacher, especially if the homework is
checked. As a result, if the teacher not only sets homework but also see over the
completed tasks, the students feel much more responsibility on themselves. They
also get the idea that homework practices are important for their own sake of
learning if the teacher attaches importance on their work. Apart from
responsibility, almost all the students also define homework as their duty or
obligation, which is shaped either positive or negative based on students’
reflections about English homework practices. Most of the students feel the need
to complete the homework that is given as they feel uncomfortable when they
enter the lesson without doing it. In that point, the viewpoint of the student to the
term ‘duty’ is quite important to determine. While some of the students feel
responsible about the duties and therefore mostly complete the task in order to feel
relieved, the others expressed those duties results in anxiety and stress for them. It
is also observed that students who adopt homework as responsibility show high
performance when compared to the students who feel under stress when they were
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given individual assignments. Hence, it is clear that their perceptions affect the
performance in homework. Interpreting the reasons of anxiety or stress, the
students mostly attribute it to the characteristics of the followed homework model
in English classes. The findings were consistent with the related literature,
claiming that the model of homework plays a crucial role in students’ reactions
(Trautwein et al., 2006; Rowell and Hong, 2002) and has been stated that every
characteristics and process of homework is shaped based on the model such as use

of resource, assessment type or the content of the task (Kaplan, 2006).

As it is determined in various studies, homework tasks might cause anxiety or
stress on students which results in decrease in homework performance or
indifference against the class (Kouzma and Kennedy, 2002). The study conducted
by Galloway and Pope (2007) shows that homework can negatively affect
students' attitudes depending on the adopted model of assignment. Similarly, in the
present study, one of the perceptions of students about individual-based homework
was causing stress and anxiety on students as it takes sometimes too much time
which results in boredom on students, or they feel worried about their answers

during assessment as they do not feel competent in English class.

Comparably, there are also negative perceptions of teachers about defining
homework practices in the present stiudy. Teachers mostly emphasized that
homework is useful in FLE in terms of various points mentioned before. On the
other hand, there are also a few statements that present homework as a pointless
activity depending on the indifference of the students towards the tasks. In contrast
to the perceptions of participants (students and teachers) claiming that homework
is pointless in learning English, various authorities on language teaching
emphasize that even very little homework has a positive impact on students
(Cooper, 2001), if it is compatible with the modern approaches in learning. The
key role in perceptions about homework is pointed out in literature as teachers’
preferences on various aspects (Farrow et al., 1999; Slavin, 1987; Giineyli and
Demirel, 2006; Patall et al., 2008) like homework model or type of evaluation. The
point to be considered in the present study might be the homework concept

preferred by the teacher and its coherence with students’ interests. Especially in
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the secondary school level, attitudes of student against assignment vary according
to content of given assignment with different interests and skills (Epstein and Van
Voorhis, 2001). Again, it has been stated that the assignments given within the
framework of traditional approaches have led to negative attitude against
assignment (Kaplan, 2006; Corno, 2000). As a result, it is concluded that teachers’
preferences about homework models on their lessons are directly affecting the
students’ attitude towards homework. Hence, it is suggested to follow modern
understandings in education while implementing tasks in and outside the class
(Rowell and Hong, 2002). For this reason, the present study also questioned the
homework model preferences of English teachers and all the teachers identified
that they prefer traditional models of homework which is similar to the results of
the study demonstrating a vast majority of teachers do not search for different
assignment models using progressive education methods even they do not observe
any additional impact of individual homework model on learning (Haznedar,
2010). In contrast with the study claiming that teachers are indifferent to
homework models coherent with modern approaches (North and Pillay, 2002) the
teachers in the present study seem to be aware of various homework models that
ensure motivation and enhances students’ homework performance. The reason of
following accustomed understandings in learning process and homework models is
expressed as past habits and easiness of planning and implication of homework,
which actually cannot be accepted as valid reasons to eliminate other
understandings of homework effective in learning process as homework is
followed mainly for the sake of students’ improvement. As a result, homework
practices and characteristics of preferred homework model should be shaped based
on students needs in order to develop homework performance and accordingly,

academic success in FLE.

From the perceptions of students on assignments, it is obvious that they are aware

about the significance of homework for academic success and adopt it as a part of

education process. A great amount of the participants regard assignments as

enabling reinforcement and promoting self-responsibility which are actually

important factors in succeeding language (Sallee and Rigler, 2008). In contrast, the

data obtained from homework checklists and teacher’s notes indicate that there is a
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decline in completing assignments. Based on these points, designing a new
homework model that eliminates the negative perceptions of students and
corresponds to the modern approaches in FLE is considered as a solution for the
sitation, in light with the related literature underlining that homework practices
improve the skills of learning continuously and develop other skills if it is
consistent with students’ interests and modern education (Giileg, 2014; Yapici,

1995; Lenehan et al., 1994; Xu, 2009; Slavin, 1987).

5.1.2. Student lIdeas about Ideal Homework

In parallel with the findings of related studies (Collier, 2007; Cooper, 2001;
Hizmetci and iflazoglu, 2006; Tan and Erdogan, 2004), it is revealed that both
teachers and students accept the importance of homework practices in English
classes. However, there are problems about teachers’ preferences on homework
models that probably result in decline in completing homework among students as
they do not get along with their preferences. In contrast with the study claming that
teachers are unaware of new understandings in homework (North and Pillay,
2002), even they know the fact that assignments promoting interaction and
cooperation are welcomed warmly by the students as emphasized in former studies
(Hong and Milgram, 1999; Tas, 2013; Kdseoglu, 2016), the teachers continue with
individual-based homework because of habits and easiness in planning. On the
other hand, it is identified in the study that traditional models of homework cause
lack of motivation on students as most of the students complained about feeling
uncomfortable and anxious at times of practice and assessment as it was also
underlined in the former studies in literature (Kaplan, 2006; Agikgoz, 1993;
Corno, 2000). The perceptions of students were effective in realizing the situation
about homework practices in the present study. Accordingly, even most of the
students support that homework is required in English classes for various reasons
discussed formerly, they do not always have the will to complete tasks as it was
realized that they feel anxious and uncomfortable because of the competitive
characteristics of individual homework practices. Especially students who feel
inadequate in English perceive homework as a source of anxiety in the class. As a

result, it is identified by the researcher that new understandings about homework
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models should be improved to reduce the negative attitude towards English tasks,
because the adopted homework model affects performance and accordingly, the
academic success which is one of the common issues being discussed by
authorities (Coutts, 2004; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002; Trautwein, et al., 2006).

Various studies have been conducted about homework types and modern
understanding in homework preferences arguing that as homework is a crucial
method in learning, it should be attached importance in the process in terms of
practicing, designing or preferred model because most of the research conducted
on homework emphasize that the style of task matters both for students’ attitude
and the performance on homework completion (Cheng et al., 2008; Hizmetgi,
2007; Rozier, 2003; Koseoglu, 2016). Similar to related literature, it was also
observed that homework performance indicates parallel results with the exam
results of students. After analysing the data and interpreting the results about
perceptions of homework by students, it was pointed out that there is a need for
improvement in English homework in terms of preferred model and its
characteristics. Based upon the literature claiming that the model of preferred
homework plays a crucial role in students’ performance (Trautwein et al., 2006;
Rowell and Hong, 2002;) and stating that traditional homework models cause
negative attitude against completing the tasks (Kaplan, 2006), the researcher
gathered information about students’ ideal model of assignments in order to create
a suitable model of homework practices in English classes to improve homework
performance. Findings showed that the most demanded characteristics about ideal
homework were identified as promoting interaction, arousing interest, using target
language. Students also claimed that homework should assist getting ready for the

exams.

When the students were asked to define their ideal homework, they complained
about tasks being boring and stated that they like homework practices that are
entertaining and attractive. Thus, the findings about ideal homework are parallel to
former studies that argue the importance of characteristics of homework and
improvement of favourable homework practices in order to gain students’ interest

and accordingly enhance homework performance in English classes. In parallel
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with the literature (Hughes et al., 2002; Yapici, 1995; Lenehan et al., 1994; Xu,
2009) emphasizing learners’ preferences should be attached priority in homework
practices, the students in the present study also underlin that they welcome the
tasks in English classes which appeal to their interests. From this point, if the
assignment is full of theoretic questions and contains typical types of individual
exercises, the students get bored and lose the desire to complete it. Thus, in order
to improve homework performance in English classes, the tasks should be

attractive and appealing for the new generation.

One of the opinions about ideal homework for students was determined as tasks
should promote interaction during homework practice. Most of the students
identified their ideal assignments as tasks that allow them to interact with each
other. The main reason for this preference is mostly described as that language
needs to be practiced in order to acquire it efficiently, as it was also supported by
the studies about language learning (Demirel, 1989; Akin, 1998; Krashen &
Terrel, 1983). The students believe that with interaction, also cooperation comes
up among the learners. So, especially the students who do not trust themselves
about English competency have the tendency to study with someone in order to
complete the assignment. It is determined that assignments provide much more
contribution for achievement when they promote cooperation compared with
individual or competition-based assignments (Slavin, 1987). The tendency in
acting with a community and fulfilling tasks within cooperation has always been
present in the societies where humans live together (Johnson and Johnson, 1999).
The students in the study feel more motivated while undertaking the
responsibilities collectively similar with related literature (Johnson and Johnson,
1999; Giineyli & Demirel, 2006; Van Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al., 2008). Based on
the opinions of students, cooperation ensures motivation among students, which
was described formerly as one of the important factors in language learning that is
accompanied by the preferred learning method (Doérnyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford,
1995). Similarly in the study, when a student completes the homework with the
help of an individual, he/she feels confident about the task and becomes more
willing to take part during practice. Moreover, students state that they might learn
from each other’s knowledge when there is an interaction and cooperation in the
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study environment which decreases the feeling of competition among individuals
that brings along anxiety and rivalry in the classroom. Hence, student-participants
in the present study described one of the characteristics of ideal homework for
English classes as paving the way for interaction among individuals. On the other
hand they did not believe that it could be ensured in their classroom because of the

competitive spirit among individuals.

Existence of communication in language learning process is mentioned by the
authorties as one of the requested achievements almost in all of the studies about
FLE (Brooks & Brooks, 1993; Castle, 2004; Gilines, 2012). Along with interactive
and cooperative assignments, the students also mentioned their desire about
existence of communication in homework practices. Considering the expectations
about FLE, as interaction and communication has become more of an issue in the
information age especially for the new generation (Ornstein & Hunkins, 2004;
Fritz, Moéllenberg & Chen, 2002; Altintag, 2000) the belief that individual exists
only for himself and competes with other learners during the process are expected
to decrease with the new approaches in learning. In fact, as pointed out in
literature, the humanity has the tendency to have contact with others since early
ages as a result of cooperation or completion of a duty (Bochner & Jones, 2003).
As a result, the students become more interested in interactive assignments that
allow them to communicate with each other and cooperate about the tasks that
should be completed in homework practice rather than surviving individually. In
line with those common points being suggested on various studies that learners
promote working together (Slavin, 1987; Johnson and Johnson, 1999; Corno,
2000; Rozier, 2003) the students referred to in group-activities or peer tasks as an
ideal English homework that requires communication among individuals and also

promotes helping each other and reducing the probability of making mistakes.

Students get motivated when they have the opportunity to make use of different
resources for their homework assginments (Zelyiit, 2017). Use of resources in
homework practices and assessment of the tasks were also demanded as being
cooperative and interactive by the students. Consequently, the students expressed

that they prefer consulting an individual for homework rather than other resources
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like the net, word lists or books. But only a few of them have the opportunity as
there aren’t any family members that can help them with English assignments. One
of the important points in homework performance in English classes is related to
homework assessment system (Wallinger, 2000; Keith, 1982; Chen and
Ehrenberg, 1993). Considering the assessment of homework in the classroom, it
was revealed that students support evaluating homework practices in order to find
out the performance in English classes but the point is how the assessment is
carried out. Most of the students expressed that they feel nervous when the teacher
does direct assessment in the class or she wants them to read the answers aloud.
The reason of the situation is expressed as having hesitations about their answers
or there might students who did not complete the task. Hence, students offered
interactive ways of assessments like intra-group control or holding discussions
together with the class in order to evaluate the task. As it can be deduced from the
results, the students feel necessity about assessment of homework assignments but
if the assessment is conducted in a communicative way through feedback,
discussions or group control, they feel more comfortable and willing to take part in

the evaluation of answers as they do not feel alone and feel the courage of others.

Considered as one of the effective ways of permanent learning (Ekin, 1997), the
students also emphasize that they are interested in homework providing them to
use the target language, which was actually unexpected by the researcher because
the students behaved timid during the lessons. It is also estimated that homework
models providing cooperation and working all together may eliminate the
hesitation of students about English. As language is a tool emerging as a result of
interaction and used for this purpose, directing individual to communicate and
focusing on use of language in homework are of great importance in English
competency (Wallinger, 2008; Damar, Esim & Korkmaz, 2017). Moreover, as
communicating worldwide and being aware of all the parts of the world became
possible thanks to the improvements in technology, the students are actually are
keen on utilizing the target language to catch up with the things they are interested
in. They are mostly interested with the practical part of English and they got bored

with the tasks when there is no active usage of language. That causes indifference
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towards homework practices and accordingly results problems in homework
performance in English classes.

Different from the aforementioned points, some of the students also stated that
assignments should include tasks that assist for the preparation of placement
exams. The reason of that might the education system in Turkey that makes the
students become competent and test their competency with multiple choice
questions. The fact about placement tests actually contradicts adopted teaching
approach for language learning as it is provided by most of the authorities that
FLE should relieve anxiety, promote interaction and make students use language
mutually, rather than prove their own knowledge to others and keep it only for
themselves (Giineyli and Demirel, 2006, Celikten et al., 2005). As being one of the
elements of language education process, homework practices should also be
appropriate for learners’ social and cultural conditions and give them opportunity

to share their knowledge with other learners by interaction (MoNE, 2018).

As it can be concluded from the students’ perceptions of an ideal homework, in
parallel with related literature (Acikgdz, 1993; Johnson and Johnson, 1999;
Romsdahl and Hill, 2012) English assignments should be interactive practices that
promote cooperation and communication among students. As a result, they
indicated that they feel motivated when they study together with a group or society
and have the opportunity to use English as a tool for communication rather than
forming sentences or memorising vocabularies and deal with them individually.
Moreover, making use of target language showed up as one of the common ideas
about ideal homework practices. This could be followed by watching online videos
or preparing dialogues collectively with a friend. Classroom observations and
homework checklists also support students’ opinions about ideal homework
definition for Englsh classes which will be interpreted later on. When the teacher
gives an assignment that should be completed through interaction with family
members or friends, the rate of homework completing increases that week.
Similarly, the students are more willing to take part in homework evaluation if the
task was desired to complete together with a friend.
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Based on the ideas about redesigning homework practices in English as a foreign
language classes, it is pointed out that the common homework model is far from
the ideal homework of students Thus, the researcher searched for the new
perspectives to turn the scales about homework performance in English classes. As
the characteristics of CoL understanding match with the ideas of students’ ideal
homework, it is estimated that promoting learning communities in homework
practice might enhance homework performances and accordingly academic

success of students.

5.1.3. The Impacts of Learning Communities-Based Homework in EFL Classes

After the definition of ideal homework practices by the students of English class, a
literature review was conducted in order to arrange a new homework model that
priotirizes communication and cooperation among individuals and reduces the
feeling of becoming isolated and consequently anxiety towards the lesson. In line
with the related studies and review of literature, practices correspond to modern
understandings in education were realized crucial and therewith it was foreseen
that learning method and elements in process might be deployed favourable
(Dogangay-Aktuna, 1998; Giineyli and Demirel, 2006; Papandreu 1991; Muijs and
Reynolds, 2001). Analysing the answers and searching through the related
literature, the researcher came up a number of studies about learning approaches
and related homework models improving homework performances (Rozier, 2003;
Eccles, 1983; Johnson and Johnson, 1999; Giineyli & Demirel, 2006; Van
Voorhis, 2011; Patall et al., 2008). Considering the statements of students about
ideal homework, designing a new model based on learning communities is
envisaged as having an impact on homework performance in English classes. CoL
understanding came to be known with the new improvements in education and
mostly adopted to developments of professions or organizations in society (Bell,
2005; Willits & Brennan, 2016; Hord, 2004). When the impacts of CoL-based
homework practices were analysed based on students’ reflections and documents
presenting homework performance, the new homework model proved significant

results in terms of academic (cognitive), personal and social developments of
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students when compared with former homework model being practiced in English
classes.

When considering academic development, the students state that with the
understanding of creating communities in homework practices, their performances
on completing tasks and their academic success has increased. It is revealed that
with the help of CoL-based homework, students got higher grades in exams in
accordance with homework performances which represent parallel results with the
related literature (Kuh, G. et al., 2005). Moreover, the findings are consistent with
the results of similar studies claiming that developing learning methods that appeal
to students’ point of view increases the academic performance of individuals
(Palloff and Pratt, 1999; Rovai and Lucking, 2000; Willits and Brennan, 2016;
Doérnyei, 1994; Ehrman & Oxford, 1995). According to the students’ perceptions,
the new homework model encouraged them to exchange their knowledge with the
community rather than keep it for themselves, which enhanced brainstorming
about the task and helps them to learn from each other. As it was underlined in
literature (Ozben, 2006; Sallee and Rigler, 2008; Spitzberg and Thorndike, 1992)
sharing information and studying together in a society provides permanent
learning and reduces the possibility of repeting mistakes, which was also pointed
out by the student-participants. Most of the students were satisfied with CoL-based
homework model as they believed that thanks to acting with a community, they
have the chance to recognize their mistakes and exchange information which
enhances the academic success of every individual. Besides, the feeling of being a
part of a society caused the students to feel the responsibility to contribute to the
task, which enhances their homework performance as the tasks are required to be
completed for the sake of the community and the individual implicitly, as a

principle of learning communities (Boyer, 1990; Bell, 2005; Wenger et al., 2002).

Along with academic development, there were also improvements in personal and
social aspects as they became aware of unity and gain sense of society (Saban,
2005; Senemoglu, 1997; Corno, 2000). As expressed formerly, CoL has been
defined as one of the current perspectives in education and it emphasizes acting

together because as societies are interconnected in today’s appreciation,
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individuals in a process should also be considered as being dependent to each other
during a progress (Aydin, 2002; Harasim et al., 1995; Yavuz, 2016). Besides,
modern understandings in education aimed to improve society rather than focus
only on individual, which results in one for all, all for one awareness (Celikten et
al., 2005). In parallel with the statemens from the literature, students emphasize
that CoL-based homework practices represent a positive impact in terms of social
development. In learning communities-based homework practices, completing the
task is a process that occurs by forming ideas and defending them, focusing on
problem and exchanging ideas with the other individuals, aiming at problem
solving and active participation. As it is believed in learning communities that
everyone should give shoulder to the tasks, students’ collective responsibility
enhances. During the practice of new homework model, it was observed that the
communities and individuals became attached to each other and adopted the
feeling of building a society together. After designing homework practices based
on CoL and implementing them in English classes, it was not only stated by the
students that it enhances collaboration among individuals, promotes collected
responsibility of them and empowers their sense of community, but also the
observations of researcher pointed out that learning communities resulted in a
significant improvement in terms of social consciousness of individuals. Thanks to
enabling communities in fulfilling homework practices, students become aware of
being a part of a society and adopting common goals collectively, as one of the
principles of building a learning community. In order to be a part of the
community, they made an effort to communicate, which was actually one of the
purposes of modern learning approaches in FLE, defined as an effective way of
acquiring language (Rohde, 1996; Fritz, Mollenberg & Chen, 2002; Crystal, 1996).
Hence, according to the findings, as communication is one of the principles of
becoming a community, the competitive environment that caused anxiety and
reluctance especially on the students who feel insufficient in language learning
gave place to an interactive and collaborative environment that priotirizes the
benefit of community at first place, as it was also emphasized being crucial in
related literature promoting interpersonal communication in language learning and
preferred elements (Altintas, 2000; Council of Europe, 2001; Saraswathi, 2004;

Truchot, 2002; Eccles and Wigfield, 2002).
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As identified one of the upsides for CoL based homework practices in the present
study, another significant difference was identified under the heading of personal
development after examining the findings from students. In line with the literature
that suggest studying together with a group improves self confidence and as a
result, individuals start to express themselves in a society and become socialized
(Marlowe and Page, 1998; Ulutas and Dinger, 2003), the students stated that with
the acceptance of belonging to a community, their self-confidence increased as
they did not feel alone in the process. Also, as it has been proven by authorties that
the learning communities increase the intellectual communication between student
and teacher, make individual be aware of himself and his environment and
strengthen the ability of critical thinking (Butler and Dawkins, 2007; Mitchell and
Sackney, 2011), the participants in the present study pointed out that with being a
part of a community, they become conscious about their own being in a collective
environment. Besides, as the tasks that are completed with the community were
presented in the classroom, even there were some hesitations at the beginning of
the practice, their shyness reduced and they got used to express themselves as one
of the members of a community. Apart from these, students also stated that the
accuracy level of their homework and their knowledge increased with the help of
discussions and exchanging information during homework completion and
presentations, which coincides with the related literature stating that acting

collaboratively enhances individual’s self-confidence (Reinhardt & Zander 2011).

Finally, there were also students who underlined some weaknesses about learning
communities based homework practices in English classes. Even they were not
common for most of the students, they faced with some problems about
presentatitons and arranging the meetings for the community members. As stated
earlier, presentatitons were mostly defined as having positive impact on
individuals especially in terms of personal development. In contrast, there were
also students who felt worried about doing presentations together with the
community during homework evaluations. Another point that caused some
problems in CoL based homework completion was about the dissatisfaction of the
students in terms of determined community members by the teacher or the times
for meetings to complete the task with their friends. When compared with
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traditional homework model, it is clearly revealed that the drawbacks of learning
communities based assignments are quite less. Thus, students were pleased with
the redesigned model of homework based on CoL understanding and when
compared with common homework model, it provided a significant difference in

the academic, social and personal development of students.

Considering the statements of students and comparing the results from two
semesters in terms of homework performance and exams, it was concluded that
homework model has a crucial role in attitudes of individuals towards tasks and
their homework performances. As it is clearly demonstrated that traditional
homework types result in negative situations in homework practices, new
assignments should be designed that appeal to students’ perspectives and modern
understandings adopted to strengthen FLE. Moreover, as homework is defined
mostly as an integral part of learning process in literature, its place and
characteristics should be identified clearly in the curriculum designed for English

classes in order to prevent inconsistent practices of homework.

5.2. Implications

The implications for further practice and research are handled in the coming part

based on the limitations and encountered situations throught the study.

5.2.1. Implications for Further Practice

The aim of the current study was to improve homework performances by
designing a new homework model based on learning communities understanding
as its characteristics correspond to modern approaches in FLE and students needs.
The section presents several implications for practice in the context of FLE and

curriculum.

Firstly, as it is revealed by authorities in literature, the climate and charactristics of
learning environment affect learners’ attitudes towards the class and academic

performance accordingly. Similarly, the elements of process are shaped based on
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these aspects. As a result, providing learning environments that are welcomed by
students and designing appealing assignments should be given more importance in

order to get desired results.

The study starts with detailed information about homework assignments in EFL
classes and community of learners understanding in education. The study can be
used as a guide by teachers of English facing problems with the completion of
homework. CoL-based homework model and the activities followed during the
process can be transferred into different levels in school settings. As the studies are
rare in this area in Turkey, this study can ensure an example of homework model

in EFL classes, implementation process and the reactions of the students.

Nevertheless, the teacher should be aware of the difficulties about the follow-up in
CoL based homework practices. The teachers should be watchful during the
implementation of homework assignments as there can be students who do not

attend the community in meeting sessions or cannot take the pace in community.

Moreover, the teacher should watch the presentations with care and take notes in
order to see the students’ activeness during the session and warn if there is an
unpredictable situation. Lastly, the physical conditions of the class should be
suitable for CoL based homework process as presentatitons and holding
disicussions are integral parts of the process. So, there should be a smart board or a
computer as there are authentic materials like videos or audios represented during
presentations and large classroom to place the communities together in order to

exchange ideas.

The findings of the present action research provide further implications for the
curriculum planners, too. The assignments should be placed in the curriculum for
FLE with a clear definition and homework practices should be redesigned
according to the modern understandings in teaching-learning process. The teacher
training programs should be reorganised including ideal homework models in
English classes for students. By considering those issues, it is highly possible that

homework practices provide expected results in English classes.
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5.2.2. Implications for Further Research

The present study is an action research offering improvements on homework
practices to the class where the study was conducted. Studying the improvement of
homework assignments for 8" graders in English classes provides the curriculum
developers as well as the teachers with essential insight on how to design a new
homework model that promotes academic performance of students.

Begin with, as the school was a secondary school and the teacher-researcher tried
to improve homework performances in FLE classes, this study can only transferred
to English classes in secondary school settings. Even so, a similar study can be
conducted in various subject fields. Furthermore, it can be repeated with a whole
school and more teachers can reflect on their homework preferences at classes and

improve their homework model based on learning communities understanding.

Besides, an experimental study can be conducted by creating a control group to
observe the contributions of CoL based assignments to homework performance
and academic achievement. It can also help to decide whether traditional or
modern approaches are effective on homework performance and consequently on
academic success and provides determining effective homework models in foreign

language classes.

As there was a limitation about the timing because of a determined lesson plan for
English lessons, the teacher decided on one lesson in a week to conduct homework
presentations and discussions among communities about their tasks. In order to
include more discussions and get information about the impact of learning

communities on homework performance, the hour might be increased.
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uygun gelenin altina imzanizi atarak belirtiniz ve bu formu geri gonderiniz.

A) Bu aragtirmaya tamamen goniillii olarak ¢ocugum ..........ccccccocevieirierieinene ‘nin da
katilimer olmasina izin veriyorum. Cocugumun calismay1 istedigi zaman yarida kesip
birakabilecegini biliyorum ve verdigi bilgilerin bilimsel amagli olarak kullanilmasimni
kabul ediyorum.

Veli Adi-Soyadt: Imza:
B) Bu ¢alismaya ¢ocugum ............ccceeveneenenne. ‘nin katilimc1 olmasina izin vermiyorum.
Veli Adi-Soyadu: Imza:
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D. TEACHER CONSENT FORM

ARASTIRMAYA GONULLU KATILIM FORMU

Bu arastirma, ODTU Egitim Bilimleri Béliimii Egitim Programlar ve Ogretim programi
Yiiksek Lisans 6grencisi Eslem AYIK SORA tarafindan Prof. Dr. Cennet ENGIN DEMIR
danismanligindaki yiiksek lisans tezi kapsaminda yiiriitiilmektedir. Bu form, sizi arastirma
kosullart hakkinda bilgilendirmek i¢in hazirlanmstir.

Calismanin Amaci Nedir?

Aragtirmanin amaci, 6grenme toplulugu odakli ingilizce 8dev modelinin 6grenme siirecine
ve O0dev performansina etkisini belirlemektir.

Bize Nasil Yardimelr Olmanizi Isteyecegiz?

Aragtirmaya katilmay1 kabul ettiginiz takdirde, Yabanci Dil (Ingilizce) dersini verdiginiz
2018 yili giiz ve 2019 yili bahar donemi boyunca 6dev etkinlikleri ve bu etkinliklere
katilim durumuyla ilgili gozlemlerinizi paylasacaksiniz. Sizin de gdzlemlerinizden
hareketle, uygulanmak istenen farklilastirilmis ddev etkinliklerinin Ingilizce dersine ve
0dev performansi durumuna etkilerini karsilastirarak 6dev kavraminin derslerimiz igin
daha verimli bir ydntem olarak kullanabilmenin yollarin1 arastiracagiz. Bu
farklilagtirmanin  sonuglarmi  degerlendirebilmek ve uygulamaya koyabilmek igin
derslerinizde 6devin yeri ve dnemi, Ogrencilerinizin ddevlere tepkileri ve tutumlart ve
farkl1 6dev modelleriyle ilgili diislincelerinizi belirlemek amaciyla bazi kisa sorular
cevaplamaniz, degerlendirmeler yapmaniz istenecektir. Goriismeler daha sonra igerik
analizi ile degerlendirilmek iizere kayit altina alinacaktir.

Sizden Topladigimiz Bilgileri Nasil Kullanacagiz?

Aragtirmaya katiliminiz tamamen goniilliiliik temelinde olmalidir. Calismada sizden
kimlik veya kimlik belirleyici hi¢bir bilgi istenmemektedir. Cevaplariniz tamamiyla gizli
tutulacak ve sadece arastirmaci tarafindan degerlendirilecektir. Katilimcilardan elde
edilecek bilgiler toplu halde degerlendirilecek ve bilimsel yayimlarda kullanilacaktir.

Katilbminizla ilgili bilmeniz gerekenler:

Aragtirma genel olarak kisisel rahatsizlik verecek sorular veya uygulamalar
icermemektedir. Ancak, katilim sirasinda sorulardan ya da herhangi baska bir nedenden
otiirl kendinizi rahatsiz hissederseniz cevaplamayi yarida birakip ¢alismadan ayrilmakta
serbestsiniz. Boyle bir durumda arastirmaciya ¢aligmadan ¢ikmak istediginizi sdylemek
yeterli olacaktir.

Arastirmayla ilgili daha fazla bilgi almak isterseniz:

Aragtirma sonunda, bu c¢aligmayla ilgili sorularimiz cevaplanacaktir. Bu calismaya
katildigimiz i¢in simdiden tesekkiir ederiz. Calisma hakkinda daha fazla bilgi almak igin
Egitim Bilimleri boliimii 6gretim iiyelerinden Prof. Dr. Cennet ENGIN DEMIR (e-posta:
cennet@metu.edu.tr) ya da yiiksek lisans ogrencisi Eslem AYIK SORA (e-posta:
eslem.ayik@metu.edu.tr) ile iletisime gegebilirsiniz.

Yukaridaki bilgileri okudum ve bu ¢calismaya tamamen géniillii olarak katiliyorum.

Isim- Soyisim: Tarih: Imza:
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E. STUDENT CONSENT FORM

ARASTIRMAYA GONULLU KATILIM FORMU

Bu aragtirma, ODTU Egitim Bilimleri Bolimii Egitim Programlari ve Ogretim programi
Yiiksek Lisans 6grencisi Eslem AYIK SORA tarafindan Prof. Dr. Cennet ENGIN DEMIR
danismanligindaki yiiksek lisans tezi kapsaminda yiiriitilmektedir. Bu form, sizi arastirma
kosullar1 hakkinda bilgilendirmek i¢in hazirlanmustir.

Caliymanin Amaci Nedir?

Aragtirmanin  amaci, dgrenme topluluklari odakli Ingilizce 6dev modelinin grenme
stirecine ve 0dev performansina etkisini belirlemektir.

Bize Nasil Yardimelr Olmanizi Isteyecegiz?

Arastirmaya katilmay1 kabul ettiginiz takdirde, Yabanci Dil (Ingilizce) dersini aldiginiz
2018 yili giiz ve 2019 yil1 bahar donemi boyunca farklilastirilmis (bireysel ve 6grenme
grubu odakli) 6dev etkinliklerine katilim gostereceksiniz. Bu yontem ile Ingilizce dersi
odev etkinlikleri, bireysel yaklasim ve dgrenme grubu odakli yaklasima uygun olacak
sekilde farklilastirilacaktir. Siireci ve/veya uygulamayi sizin ilgi alanlariniza, 6grenme
stillerinize ve/veya hazirtbulunusluk seviyelerinize gore farklilagtinlacaktir. Bu
farklilastirmanin sonuglarini degerlendirebilmek ve uygulamaya koyabilmek i¢in donem
icerisinde ve sonunda ilgi alanlarinizi, 6grenme stillerinizi, 6dev uygulamalarina karst
tutumunuzu ve farklilagtirilan yontem ile ilgili duygu ve disiincelerinizi belirlemek
amaciyla bazi kisa sorulari cevaplamaniz, goriisme veya degerlendirmeler yapmaniz
istenecektir. SozIi goriismeler daha sonra igerik analizi ile degerlendirilmek iizere kayit
altina almacaktir.

Sizden Topladigimiz Bilgileri Nasil Kullanacagiz?

Arastirmaya katiliminiz tamamen goniillilliik temelinde olmalidir. Calismada sizden
kimlik veya kimlik belirleyici hi¢bir bilgi istenmemektedir. Cevaplariniz tamamiyla gizli
tutulacak ve sadece arastirmaci tarafindan degerlendirilecektir. Katilimcilardan elde
edilecek bilgiler toplu halde degerlendirilecek ve bilimsel yayimlarda kullanilacaktir.

Katiliminmizla ilgili bilmeniz gerekenler:

Arastirma genel olarak kisisel rahatsizlik verecek sorular veya uygulamalar
icermemektedir. Ancak, katilim sirasinda sorulardan ya da herhangi bagka bir nedenden
otiirii kendinizi rahatsiz hissederseniz cevaplamay1 yarida birakip calismadan ayrilmakta
serbestsiniz. Boyle bir durumda arastirmaciya ¢aligmadan ¢ikmak istediginizi sdylemek
yeterli olacaktir.

Arastirmayla ilgili daha fazla bilgi almak isterseniz:

Arastirma sonunda, bu calismayla ilgili sorulariniz cevaplanacaktir. Bu calismaya
katildiginiz i¢in simdiden tesekkiir ederiz. Calisma hakkinda daha fazla bilgi almak igin
Egitim Bilimleri boliimii 6gretim iiyelerinden Prof. Dr. Cennet ENGIN DEMIR (e-posta:
cennet@metu.edu.tr) ya da yiiksek lisans Ogrencisi Eslem AYIK SORA (e-posta:
eslem.ayik@metu.edu.tr) ile iletisim kurabilirsiniz.

Yukaridaki bilgileri okudum ve bu calismaya tamamen goniillii olarak katiliyorum.

Isim- Soyisim: Tarih: Imza:
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F. SEMI- STRUCTURED TEACHER INTERVIEW

Arastirma Sorusu: 8. Sumf Ingilizce dersinde édev uygulamalarina iliskin 6gretmen ve
ogrenci algilart nelerdir?

O @ [efEam Tarih ve Saat:
GIRIiS

Merhaba, ben Eslem AYIK SORA. Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi Egitim Bilimleri
Béliimii Egitim Programlar1 ve Ogretim programi Yiiksek Lisans dgrencisiyim 8. smif
Ingilizce dersinde uygulanan 6dev modelinin analizi, 6grenme topluluklar1 yaklasimina
gore yeniden diizenlenmesi ve degerlendirilmesine yonelik bir arastirma yapiyorum ve
sizinle bu konuda goriismek istiyorum. Bu konudaki diisiincelerinizi, gergeklestirdiginiz
uygulamalarinizi, gézlemlerinizi ve 6nerilerinizi benimle paylasmaniz durumunda 8. sinif
Ingilizce dersinde 6dev uygulamalarina iliskin &gretmen ve Ogrencilerin algilar1 ve
farklilagtirilmis 6dev yaklasim ve modellerinin etkilerinin agiklanmasina katkida
bulunmus olacaksiniz. Goériismedeki ifadelerinizin tiimii gizli tutulacaktir. Katkilariniz i¢in
tesekkiir ederim.

v Goérlisme siirecinde vereceginiz cevaplarin timi gizli tutulacaktir. Bu bilgilere
arastirmaci disinda herhangi biri ulagsamaz. Arastirma sonuglarinda bireylerin ismi
kullanilmayacak, arastirmaci tarafindan gizlenecektir.

v' Goériigme sorularina gegmeden 6nce akliniza takilan ya da sormak istediginiz
herhangi bir nokta var m1?

v Goérlismeyi izniniz dahilinde kaydetmek istiyorum. Miimkiin miidiir?

v' Gériismemiz en az yarim saat kadar siirecektir. Izninizle sorulara gegiyorum.

GORUSME SORULARI

1. Odev deyince akliniza gelen ifadeler nelerdir? Odev dersleriniz igin ne ifade
etmektedir?

2. Ingilizce odevlerinin, dgrencilerinize katki sagladigim diisiiniiyor musunuz?
Cevabiniz evetse ne tiir katkilar sagladigini gézlemlediniz?

3. Verdiginiz 6devlerin, 6grencilerin derse karsi motivasyonunda ne gibi sonuglara
yol actigini gdzlemlediniz?
e Motive olma konusunda o6dev konusunun etkisi oldugunu diisiiniiyor
musunuz?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

e Motive olma konusunda fakli yaklagimlarin etkisi neler olabilir?

Ogrencilerin  ddev performanslarini  arttirmalart  igin  yaptiginiz calismalar
nelerdir?

e Yaptiginiz calismalar ne gibi sonuglar ortaya ¢ikard1?

e  Yaptigimiz ¢caligmanin siireklilik durumu nasildir?

Verdiginiz 6devlerin ne tiir 6devler oldugunu tanimlayabilir misiniz?

e  Bu tiirli/ tiirleri segmenizin sebebi nedir?

e Dersinizde bireysel 6devler ve grup uygulama 6devlerini karsilagtirdiginizda
cogunlukla hangisini tercih edersiniz? Sebebiyle ac¢iklar misiniz? Branginizin
her iki yaklagim agisindan esnekligi nasildir?

Odevlendirme yaparken ne gibi ozellikleri gdz oniinde bulundurursunuz?
(6grenci, okul, sinif, konu)
e Bu ozellikler, 6devlendirme konusunda ne gibi farkliliklara yol agt1?

Odev verirken kaynak olarak ne kullantyorsunuz? (ders kitabi, ekstra kaynak ise

belirtiniz)

e  Kullandigimz kaynag1 segcmenizin sebebi nedir?

e Farkli kaynaklardan verdiginiz Odevleri karsilastirdigimizda sonuglar
arasindaki denge nasildir?

Odev performansi konusunda ne tiir problemler yasiyorsunuz? (Or: Kaynak
problemi, Baskasinin yapmasi, konu eksikligi, niteliksiz cevaplar)
o Karsilastiginiz problemlerle ilgili ne tiir ¢6ziim yontemleri uyguladiniz?

Diizenli olarak 6devini tamamlayan 6grencilerin orani ortalama nedir?
e Bu sonucun sebepleri neler olabilir?

Verilen 0Odevlerin verimli bir sekilde tamamlanmamasinin sebebi sizce neler

olabilir?

e Verimli tamamlanmasi i¢in nasil degisiklikler yapilabilir?

e (Cesitli 6dev yaklagimlariyla ilgili neler biliyorsunuz?

Ingilizce Ogretim programinda ddevlerin énemi sizce nedir?

e Ogretim programinizda odevlere yer verilmesi konusunda ne
diisiiniiyorsunuz?

Sizce ideal bir 6dev nasil olmalidir. Kisaca agiklar misiniz?

Odev uygulamalartyla ilgili 6nerileriniz nelerdir?
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G. SEMI- STRUCTURED STUDENT PRE- INTERVIEW

Ogrenci On Gériisme Formu
Arastirma Sorusu:

1) 8. Simif Ingilizce dersinde édev uygulamalarina iliskin 6gretmen ve dgrencilerin
algilari nelerdir?

2) Ogrenciler ideal Ingilizce édevlerini nasil tamimlamaktadir?

O @ [l Tarih ve Saat:

GIiRiS: Merhaba, adim Eslem AYIK SORA ve | Ortaokulunda
Ingilizce Ogretmeni olarak gorev yapiyorum. Yiiksek Lisans Tezim kapsaminda 8. Smif
Ingilizce Dersi 6dev uygulamalari ve grup odakli yaklasimin ddev uygulamalarma etkisi
ile ilgili bir ¢aliyma yiiriitmekteyim. Bu gdriismenin amaci, 8. Smuf Ingilizce dev
uygulamalrina iligkin 6grencilerin algilarini incelemektir. Arastirmada elde edilecek
sonuglarin, dncelikle 8. Siif Ingilizce Dersi 6dev algismin degismesine, 8. Siif ingilizce
dersi 6dev performansmin arttirilmasina ve grup odakli yaklagimin gelistirilmesine

katkida bulunacagina inaniyorum.

v Goérilisme siirecinde vereceginiz cevaplarin timii gizli tutulacaktir. Bu bilgilere
arastirmaci disinda herhangi biri ulagsamaz. Arastirma sonuglarinda bireylerin ismi
kullanilmayacak, arastirmaci tarafindan gizlenecektir.

v Goriigme sorularma gegmeden 6nce akliniza takilan ya da sormak istediginiz
herhangi bir nokta var m1?

v Goriigmeyi izniniz dahilinde kaydetmek istiyorum. Miimkiin miidiir?

v' Goriismemiz en az yarim saat kadar siirecektir. Izninizle sorulara gegiyorum.
Eslem AYIK SORA- Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi/ Egitim Programlar1 ve Ogretim

ARASTIRMA SORULARI

1. ‘Odev’ kelimesi sana ne ifade ediyor? Birkac kelimeyle tanimlar misin?
e Odevin ders i¢in ne gibi bir dnemi oldugunu diisiiniiyorsun?

e Odevlerin hayatinda ne gibi etkileri oluyor?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Ingilizce 6devlerini yaparken ne tiir kaynaklardan yararlanirsin?

e Bu kaynaklar 6devini tamamlamanda ne tiir kolayliklar saglar?

o Cesitli kaynaklar kullanmak 6dev performansini ne oranda etkiler?

e Farkli kaynaklar kullanmak 6deve kars1 tutumunu nasil etkiler?

e Odev tamamlarken kimlerden yardim istersin?

Derste ogrendiklerin ve ders kitabindaki bilgiler, verilen 6devini tek bagina

tamamlaman i¢in yeterli oluyor mu?

e Ders kitabindaki 6dev boliimleri hakkinda ne diisiintiyorsun?

e QOdevlerini bireysel olarak tamamlamanda 6grendiklerinin ve kitabinin yeterli
olma orant nedir?

Verilen 6devleri tamamlaman ne kadar siiriiyor? Bu siire sence fazla mi1? Neden?

e Odev tamamlama siirene etki eden durumlar nelerdir?

Odevlerinin kontroliiniin nasil yapilmasini istersin? Neden?

e (Odev kontrolii yapilmas1 6dev yapma performansini nasil etkiler?

Tamamladigin 6devi arkadaslarinla karsilagtirir misin ya da cevaplarini paylasir

misin?

e Bu durum derse ve 6dev tamamlamaya kars1 istegini nasil etkiler?

Ingilizce ddevlerinin okul basarima etkisi nedir?

e Derste 6dev kavrami olmamasinin sence ne tiir etkileri olur?

Ingilizce ddevlerinin sana okul disindaki faydalar neler olabilir?

e Bireysel ddevlerin sana etkileri nelerdir? (akademik, motivasyon, rekabet,
verimlilik)

Ne tiir Ingilizce ddevlerini seviyorsun?

e (Odev yapma istegin verilen dev tiiriine gore degisiyor mu? Ornek verebilir
misin?

Ingilizce 6devlerini neden yapiyorsun? Sebeplerini siralayabilir misin?

e Odevini tamamlamadiginda kendini kime kars1 sorumlu hissediyorsun?

e Verilen 6devlerin bireysel olmasi seni 6dev yapmaya tesvik ediyor mu?

e QOdevlerin grup odakli olsaydi, ddev tamamlama sorumlugunu nasil etkilerdi?

Odev yapmaya baslamadan &nce, konu tekrar1 yapar nusin? Nedenini agiklar nisin?

e Konu tekrarmi kimlerle yaparsin?

e Konu tekrari i¢in yararlandigin kaynak kim/ nedir?

Ingilizce ddevleri nasil olsun isterdin?

e Yaptigin 6dev taniminin uygulanabilirligi hakkinda ne diisiiniiyorsun?

Ingilizce dgretmeni olsaydin dev konusundaki tutumun nasil olurdu?

e QOdev degerlendirme kriterin neler olurdu?

e Neden 6dev verirdin?

e Neden 6dev vermezdin?

202



H. TEACHERS’ OBSERVATION FORM

Ders Gozlem Formu
Swuf: 8/ Tarih ve Saat:

Amag: Bu gozlemin amaci, grup odakli 6dev uygulamalarinin ingilizce dersine etkisini,
ogrencilerin tamamladiklar1 &devlerini  dgrenme toplulugulya beraber sunarken
sergiledikleri tavirlar ve olusturulan topluluklarin birbirleriyle iletisim seklini
gozlemlemek ve Ogrenme topluluklarmin 6deve ve derse yansimasiyla ilgili bilgi
edinmektir.

Arastirma Sorusu: 8. Smif Ingilizce dersinde &grenme grubu odakli anlayisa gore
diizenlenen ddev modelinin Ingilizce 6grenme siirecine etkileri nelerdir?

Veri Toplama:

Ortaokul 8. Simif diizeyinde ingilizce dersinde uygulanan grup odakli 6dev faaliyetlerinin
Ogrenciler arasinda nasil karsilandigi, sinif ig¢inde etkilesime ve isbirligine dair neler
kattigin1 kesfetmek icin, 8 hafta boyunca 6grenme topluluklart odakli 6devlerin sunuldugu
ders saatlerinde, Ogrenme topluluklarinin smif iginde yansimalarina dair goézlem
yapilacaktir. Uygulayic1 tarafindan notlar alinacak, gerektiginde ses kayit cihazi
kullanilacaktir.

Gozlem Notlari:
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I. SEMI- STRUCTURED STUDENT FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEW

Arastirma Sorulari:
3- 8. Smif Ingilizce dersinde dgrenme grubu odakli anlayisa gore diizenlenen 6dev

modelinin Ingilizce grenme siirecine etkileri nelerdir?

U 2 [efjEnan Tarih ve Saat:

GIRIiS

Merhaba, adim Eslem AYIK SORA ve _ Ortaokulunda Ingilizce
Ogretmeni olarak gorev yaptyorum. Yiiksek Lisans Tezim kapsaminda 8. Siif Ingilizce
Dersi 6dev uygulamalarn ve 6grenme topluluklar1 odakli yaklagimin 6grencinin 6dev ve
akademik performansina etkisi ile ilgili bir ¢aligma yliriitmekteyim. Bu goriismenin amaci,
bu yaklasim Ingilizce Dersi 6devlerinde uygulamali olarak gergeklestiren 8. Simif
Ogrencilerinin tecriibelerini 6grenmek ve yaklagimla ilgili diisiincelerini almaktir.
Arastirmada elde edilecek sonuclarin, oncelikle 8. Siif Ingilizce dersi 6dev
performansinin arttirilmasina ve 6grenme topluluklari anlayiginin gelistirilmesine katkida
bulunacagina inantyorum.

v' Goriisme 06grenme toplulugunuzdaki bireylerle beraber interaktif olarak
yapilacaktir.

v' Goriigme siirecinde vereceginiz cevaplarin timil gizli tutulacaktir. Bu bilgilere
arastirmaci diginda herhangi biri ulasamaz. Arastirma sonuglarinda bireylerin ismi
kullanilmayacak, arastirmaci tarafindan gizlenecektir.

v' Goérigme sorularina gegmeden Once akliniza takilan ya da sormak istediginiz
herhangi bir nokta var m1?

v Goriigmeyi izniniz dahilinde kaydetmek istiyorum. Miimkiin miidiir?

v Goriismemiz en az yarim saat kadar siirecektir. Izninizle sorulara gegiyorum.

GORUSME SORULARI
1. Odev kelimesi sana ne ifade ediyor?
e Odev konusunda nasil bir 6grenci oldugunu diisiiniiyorsun?

e Ingilizce 6devin oldugunda nasil hissediyorsun?
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Ingilizce dersi ve ddev iliskisi hakkindaki neler sdyleyebilirsin?

e Verilen 6devlerin ders basarinizla nasil bir ilgisi vardir?

e Birey odakl Ingilizce ddevlerinin ingilizce dersine katkilar1 nelerdi?

Ogrenme topluluklar1 sana ne ifade ediyor?

e Topluluk olma bilincin smifinizda nasil karsiland1? Artt ve eksileri neler
oldu?

Ogrenme topluluguna dahil olmak seni 6dev yapman konusunda nasil etkiliyor?

e Odevlerin  topluluk  odakli  anlayisa gdre yapilmasinin  6dev
performansinizdaki etkisi nelerdir?

e Ogretmeninizin 6dev modelini degistirmesindeki amag ne olabilir?

Ortak calisma gerceklestirdiginiz zamanlarda neler yaptiginizdan bahseder misin?

e Bu siirecte uyguladigimiz plan neydi?

e Aramzdaki dengeyi nasil sagladiniz? Is béliimiiniizde ne tiir yollar izlediniz?

e Olusan engellerle nasil basa ¢iktiniz? (yer, zaman, konu eksigi, grup ici
anlasmazlik vs. )

e  Grup iiyelerini topluluk olma bilinci konusunda nasil degerlendiriyorsun?

Katilimcist oldugunuz 6grenme topluluklar1 hakkinda ne diigiiniiyorsun?

o  Olumlu ve olumsuz yonlerine tecriibelerinden 6rnekler verebilir misin?

e Ogrenme topluluklarinin  &dev uygulamalarinda kullanilmasiyla ilgili
diisiincelerin nelerdir?

e Bu ddev modeli, 8. Smif 6grencilerinin derse karsi tutumunu nasil etkiler?

e Ogrenme topluluklar1 odakli 6devlerin bireylerarasi ve smif ici etkileri neler
oldu?

Odev sunum calismas1 hakkinda diisiincelerin nelerdir?

Ingilizce derslerindeki 6dev modeli ilgili yapilan degisiklikleri diisiindiigiinde,

birey odakli 6devle 6grenme topluluklari odakli 6dev arasindaki farklar nedir?

e Hangi yontemde 6dev yapma oranin artt1? Neden?

e Hangi yontemde ddev tamamlama istegin artt1? Neden?

e Hangi 6dev modelini tercih edersin?

Uygulanan 6dev modeliyle ilgili degistirmek ya da eklemek istedigin seyler neler

olurdu?
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J. STUDENT SELF- REFLECTION REPORT

Ogrenci Yansitma Raporu

Merhaba,

Bu raporda 6dev toplulugundan arkadaslarinla beraber sorumlu oldugun 6devi tamamlama
ve sunumu ile ilgili tecriibelerini, diisiincelerini, sevdigin ya da sevmedigin yonleri, sana
neler kattigin1 ve bunlarin haricinde de paylasmak istediklerini ifade etmeni istiyorum.
Yazdiklarin higbir sekilde ders notunu ya da sunum ve O6dev uygulama performans
degerlendirmeni etkilemeyecektir. Kimliginle ilgili herhangi bir bilgi talep
edilmemektedir.

Tesekkdirler.
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K: TABLE OF CODES EMERGED FROM TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Major Codes for ‘Homework Perceptions’ Theme

Theme Codes

Reinforcement

St’s responsibility

Perceptions of Teachers source of motivation
Pointless

promoter of success

tool of assessment

Major Codes for ‘Homework Preferences’ Theme

Themes Codes

individual homework

Homework Preferences of English Teachers

group work- peer work
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L. TABLE OF CODES EMERGED FROM SEMI- STRUCTURED
STUDENT INTERVIEWS

Major Codes for ‘Homework Perception” Theme

Theme Codes
Obligation
Perceptions of Students Duty
Reinforcement

Responsibility

Anxiety

boring activity

Major Codes for * Resources for Homework Completion” Theme

Theme Codes
Resources for Internet
Homework other documents
Completion no resource
family members

Major Codes for ‘Reasons of Using Resources’ Theme

Theme Codes
Reasons of Using provide convenience
Resources enhance accuracy
saving time

Major Codes for ‘ Individual Homework: ‘Students’ Reflection’ Theme

Themes

Codes

reinforcement

Strengths of Individual

enhance self-responsibility

Homework

prove self

promote success

anxiety- pressure

Weaknesses of Individual

competitive

Homework

cause alienation

useless- boring

Major Codes for ‘ Improving Ideal Homework’ Theme

Theme

Codes

arouse interest

ldeas about Ideal Homework for EFL Classes

promote interaction (communication-
collaboration)

Ensure using target language

assist for the exams
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M. TABLE OF CODES EMERGED FROM SEMI- STRUCTURED FOCUS
GROUP AND REFLECTION REPORTS OF STUDENTS

Major Codes for ‘Impacts on Cognitive- Academic Development’ Theme
Theme Codes

increase academic success

enhance homework performance

provide brainstorming

Impacts on Cognitive- Academic

Development exchange of information

enhance use of English

recognize mistakes

provide permanent learning

Major Codes for ‘Impacts on Social Development’ Theme
Theme Codes

improve communication skills

enhance collaboration

Impacts on Social Development promote collected responsibility

empower the sense of community and team
spirit

Major Codes for ‘Impacts on Personal Development’ Theme
Theme Codes

reduce shyness

Impacts on Personal Development | improve self- expression

gain self- confidence

Major Codes for ‘Weaknesses of Learning Communities- Based Homework Model’
Theme

Theme Codes
feel worried about community members

Weaknesses of LC- Based problems in arranging meetings
Homework Model

feel incompetent about presentations
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N. COMPARISON OF TWO MODELS OF ENGLISH HOMEWORK

PRACTICES

Themes Codes Themes

Codes

reinforcement

enhance self- responsibility

Strengths of prove self CoL: Impacts on
Individual HW. Academic Performance

promote success

increase academic
success

enhance homework
performance

provide brainstorming

exchange of information

enhance use of English

recognize mistakes

permanent learning

CoL.: Impacts on Social
Development
anxiety- pressure

improve communication
skills

enhance collaboration

promote collected
responsibility

empower the sense of
community and team
spirit

boring reduce shyness
Weaknesses of | cause alienation CoL: Impacts on improve self- expression
Individual HW. | useless- boring Personal Development | gain self- confidence

Weaknesses of CoL-
Based Homework

feel worried about
community members

problems in arranging
meetings

feel incompetent about
presentations
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O. IDENTIFYING LEARNING COMMUNITIES

The communities of learners for English homework practices were identified based on
exam results of the students and their general standing in English classes. The students 14,
24 and 27 were permanently absent students. As a result, they were not counted in

communities.

Table of Identified Learning Communities for English Homework Practices

Performance of Students (Exams- Observations)
Community Low Moderate High
A 3 1 8
B 9 2 11
C 10 4 12
D 13 5 17
E 15 6 19
F 18 7 21
G 20 16 23
H 22 26 25
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P. ENGLISH HOMEWORK CHECKLISTS FROM TWO SEMESTERS

2018- 2019 School Year- English Homework Checklist for 1%t Semester

S1

S2

S3

S4
S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

S10
S11
S12
S13
S14
S15
S16
S17
S18
S19
S20
S21
S22
S23
S24
S25
S26
S27

2018- 2019 School Year- English Homework Checklist for 2" Semester

S1

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

S10
S11
S12
S13
Si4
S15
S16
Si7
S18
S19
S20
S21
S22
S23
S24
S25
S26
S27

Absent: ?

No Material: M

No HW. Completed: -

HW. Completed: +
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Q. ENGLISH EXAM RESULTS FROM TWO SEMESTERS

Results from 1%t Semester

Results from 2" Semester

Student 1 62 68 70 76
Student 2 60 70 66 80
Student 3 42 55 52 63
Student 4 59 70 70 82
Student 5 62 75 69 75
Student 6 68 60 62 70
Student 7 70 57 68 59
Student 8 86 82 88 90
Student 9 22 35 30 52
Student 10 31 46 30 62
Student 11 86 92 86 100
Student 12 88 100 92 100
Student 13 45 52 52 68
Student 14 16 NA NA NA
Student 15 23 55 32 60
Student 16 64 76 55 86
Student 17 80 86 20 92
Student 18 12 34 34 46
Student 19 98 83 100 89
Student 20 22 09 25 42
Student 21 82 95 90 96
Student 22 57 21 45 72
Student 23 90 82 88 100
Student 24 NA NA NA NA
Student 25 97 80 95 97
Student 26 75 62 72 86
Student 27 NA NA NA NA
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R. HOMEWORK SAMPLE FROM COMMUNITY D

4. Hafta Kelimeleri: put through, donate, headmaster, calling, available, take a memo,

one moment, text
HELP PEOPLE IN NEED
Secretary: Municipality Building. How can | help you?
George: Hello. Could I talk to headmaster, please?
Secretary: Who is that, please?
George: It is George Mills from Osmangazi.
Secretary: Okay Mr. Mills. What is the problem?
George: | haven’t got problem. I want donate clothes for children.

Secretary: | see. Could you please say your phone number? | cannot put through because

headmaster is not available now.

George: 0546 .......

Secretary: One moment, | take a memo. Slow, please.
George: 0546 ......

Secretary: Thank you. We will send you a text message. Then, you should call again.
George: Okay, thank you.

Secretary: You are welcome, have a nice day.

Questions:

1- What do you think about George?

2- How can the conversation continue? Write a short example.
3- Do you help people in need? Give example.

4- What is municipality? Why it is important?

5- What else can we use for the underlined word?
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S. TURKISH SUMMARY/ TURKCE OZET

ODEV UYGULAMALARINDA OGRENME TOPLULUKLARI:
8. SINIF INGILIZCE DERSINE YONELIK BiR EYLEM ARASTIRMASI

GIRIS

Giiniimiizde, yabanci dil olarak Ingilizce gittikce dnem kazanmakta ve egitim
alanindaki otoriteler yabanci dili gelistirmek adina galismalar yiiriitmektedir. Bu
sebeple, Diinyanin ortak dili olarak kabul edilen (Kachru, 1992) ingilizce dilinin

ogretim siirecinde yenilik ve geligsmelere ayrica 6nem verilmelidir (Konig, 1990).

Dil 6grenimi siirecinde gerekli asamalar gozlem, analiz ve harekete gegmek olarak
ifade edilmektedir (Krashen & Terrel, 1983). Sozii edilen asamalari egitim
stirecine etkin bir bigimde dahil etmek i¢in 6gretmenler tarafindan cesitli yontem
ve metotlar kullanilmaktadir. Odev uygulamalar1 da 6grenciyi harekete gecirmek
ve arastirmaya yoneltmek i¢in en sik kullanilan metotlardan biridir ve Onceki
bilgileri anlamlandirip yeni bilgiler edinmekte etkili bir aractir (Arends, 1991; Tan
& Erdogan, 2004). Ancak Ingilizce dersi ve uygulanan dgretim programinda ddev
uygulamalariyla ilgili modern egitim anlayisiyla iliskilendirilmis belirli bir
yaklasim ya da model belirlenmemistir. Bu durum 6dev uygulamalarinin etkili bir
sekilde kullanmasinin 6niine ge¢mekte ve yapilan calismalardan istenilen verim

alinamamaktadir (Wiesenthal et al., 1997).

Arastirmanin Amaci ve Onemi

Yabanci dil olarak Ingilizce bircok alanda yasanan gelismelerle birlikte dnem
kazandikea iilkemizde de ingilizce egitimi ve siirece dahil olan bilesenler gdzden
gecirilmekte ve gelistirilmektedir. Etkin bir 6grenme metodu olarak ifade edilen

0dev uygulamalar1 da bu kapsamda 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Yiiriitiilen bu eylem
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arastirmasi ile oncelikle belirlenen ortamda Ingilizce derslerinde gdzlemlenen
Odev performansinda karsilagilan problemlerin ¢oziilmesi hedeflenmektedir. Bu
calismani amaci Ingilizce gretimi siirecine dahil olan 6gretmen ve 6grencilerin
odev algilarin1 ve tercih ettikleri 6dev modelini analiz etmek; elde edilen
bulgularin 6dev performansiyla iligkisini incelemek ve bunlarin sonucunda
Ingilizce dersinde 6dev performansini arttirmaya yonelik olarak &grenme
topluluklar1 temelli bir 6dev modeli gelistirmek ve uygulamaktir. Bu aragtirmanin
en temel amac ise, gelistirilen 6dev modelinin 6dev performansina etkisini elde
edilen bulgulara gore analiz etmek ve Ingilizce ogretim programinda
uygulanabilecek etkili 6dev modelleri konusunda diizenleme ve yonlendirme
saglamaktir. Bu kapsamda ¢’ Ingilizce dgrenme siirecinde Ogrenme topluluklari
odaklt 6dev modelinin 6grenciler acgisindan etkileri nelerdir’” sorusuna cevap

verilecektir.

LITERATUR TARAMASI

Avrupa Konseyi tarafindan (2001), yabanci dilin iletisimde bir ara¢ oldugu, ortak
bir dilin farkli dillere sahip olan bireylerin arasinda gergeklesecek etkinliklerin,
iletisimin  kolaylastirilmasinda ve insanlar arasindaki igbirligi kavramini
gelistirerek Onyargilarin yok edilmesinde, dil egitimi alaninda ulusal egitim
politikalar1 takip edilerek her alanda basarinin yakalanmasinda 6nemli bir rol
istelendigi belirtilmistir. Toplumlararasi iletisimi saglamak icin ortak bir dil
edinmek, kiiresellesen diinyada bir zorunluluk haline gelmistir. Ingilizce dili
giinimiizde bir koprii dil olarak tanimlanmakta ve iletisim dili olarak genis bir
alan1 kapsamaktadir (Kachru, 1996). Bu sebeple devletler, ingilizce dil egitiminde
kaliteyi arttirmak icin yeni politikalar ve Ogretim programlar1 gelistirmeyi 6n
planda tutmaktadir (Altintas, 2000). Etkilesim, karsilikli gergeklesen ve ortak bir
dil ile daha saglikli ilerleyen bir olgudur. Bu sebeple, dil egitiminde kaliteyi
arttirmak i¢in O0grenme siirecine dahil olan metot ve yontemlerin etkilesim

olgusuna gore diizenlenmesi ve gerektiginde gelistirilmesi dnemlidir.

Birey odakli geleneksel yaklasimlar yerine, bireylerin ihtiyaclarini gozeten, gagi

yakalayan ve teorik bilginin 6tesine gegen dil egitiminin yeniden sekillenmesi bazi
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gereksinimleri ortaya c¢ikarmistir (Saraswathi, 2004). Bu durum, iilkemizde de
yabanci dil egitimi alaninda gelismelerin onilinii agmig ve 2006’da yayinlanan
“Milli Egitim Bakanhig Yabanci Dil Egitimi ve Ogretimi Yonetmeligi®® ile
Ingilizce egitimi kalic1 olarak yerini almistir. Bununla birlikte, yabanci dil 6gretim
programlarinda da yontem ve metot bakimindan yeniliklere gidilmis, modern
egitim yaklasimlar1 benimsenmeye ¢alisilmistir. Gelisen yeni yaklagimlar ve
O0grenme yontemleriyle birlikte 6gretim programlar1 da giincellenmis ve bunun
sonucunda siirecte takip edilen uygulamalar ve teknikler de degisime ugramaya
baslamistir (Giileg, 2014). En eski ve etkili 6grenme yOntemlerinden biri olarak
kabul edilen Odevlendirme yontemi de, egitimde modern anlayisa gore
gelistirilmesi gereken kavramlardan biridir (Cooper, 2011; Tan & Erdogan, 2004).
Odev uygulamalarmin egitim- dgretim siireglerinde aktif rol oynamasi, bu alanda
arastirma yapilma ihtiyaci dogurmustur. Alandaki ¢aligmalar daha c¢ok 6devin
akademik anlamda etkisi (Akmn, 1998;Cooper, 2006; Collier, 2007) ve egitim
stirecindeki bireylerin 6deve karsi tutumuyla (Connors, 1992; Eilam, 2001; Singh
et al., 2002; Cooper et al., 1999) ilgili siirdiiriilmiis ve arastirmalar daha ¢ok bu
acilardan sekillenmistir. Ozellikle iilkemizde Ingilizce 6dev uygulamalar1 ve
modeliyle ilgili yeterli bir kaynaga rastlanmasa da, 6dev kavrami, Tirk Egitim
Sisteminde kendine bir yer edinmistir ve Ogrenme siirecinde yararlanilan bir
ogrenme metodu haline gelmistir. Odev uygulamalarinin siiregteki yeri
diisiiniildiiginde planli ve bilingli olusturulmasinin 6grenme {izerinde etkisi

olacagi sOylenebilir.

Egitim programlarinda yasanan gelismelerle beraber, davranis¢1 yaklagima tepki
olarak dogan yapilandirmacilik, Tiirk egitim politikalarinda 2006 yilindan itibaren
yer edinmeye baslamistir (Cinar, Teyfur ve Teyfur, 2006). Yapilandirmaci
yaklasim, 6grenci merkezli bir egitim siirecini benimser. Ogrencilerin 6grenme
stirecinde aktif katilimini1 destekleyen yapilandirmacilik, 6grencilerin farklh
sekillerde 6grenme yasantis1 gecirmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir. Buna gore, bilgi
edinme siirecinde aragtiran, sorgulayan ve inceleme yapan birey, karsilastig
sorunlar karsisinda ¢6ziim yolu bulabilmelidir (Aydm, 2002). Yapilandirmaci
yaklasimin benimsendigi egitim sistemlerinde, silirecin pargasi olan her sey, kabul
edilen yaklagima gore planlanmalidir. Odev uygulamalar1 da egitim siirecinin
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ayrilmaz bir parcast oldugundan, benimsenen yaklasima gore planlanmasi gereken
uygulamalarin bagindadir. Yapilandirmaci yaklagimin ilkeleri dikkate alindiginda,
O0devlerde sadece birey yerine aktif katilimi da destekleyecek topluluk odakli,
geleneksel yontemler yerine modern egitim anlayisina dayanan yontemleri
destekledigi soylenebilir. Odev uygulamalarmin yapilandirmaci yaklasima gore
diizenlenmesi i¢in, verilen ddev c¢aligmasinda caga uygun, iletisim kurmay1 ve
stirecte aktif bulunmay1 gerektiren, bilgiyi saklamak yerine, toplulukla beraber
edinilen bilgiden faydalanmay1 ve daha fazlasini iiretebilmeyi tesvik eden 6devler
diizenlenmeli ve wuygulanmalidir. Giinlimiizde 06devle ilgili ¢aligmalara
bakildiginda, egitim programlarinda yapilandirmacilik yaklasimi vurgulansa da,
yiiriitiilen 6devlerde geleneksel yaklasimm varhigi fark edilmektedir. Ozellikle
yabanct dil dersleri i¢in etkili bir 6grenme metodu olan ddevler siirecte aktif
olmay1 ve yaparak yasayarak 6grenmeyi desteklerse, dil edinimini kolaylastiran ve
o0grenmeyi kalici hale getiren esaslar da diisiiniildiigiinde, gerek 6dev performansi
gerekse Ingilizce derslerinde akademik basarinin artacagi literatiirde birgok
calismada ongdriilmektedir (Giindiiz, 2005; North & Pillay, 2002; Rozier, 2003,
Sahin, 2014).

Ogrenme topluluklar1 kavrami, yapilandirmaci yaklasimim destekledigi, egitimde
yeni anlayiglardan biridir. Okul ve {iniversitelerde takip edilen egitim
programlarinin ¢agin gereksinimlerini karsilamadigi ve hedeflere ulasilmasinin
zaman aldig1 ifade edilmistir. Bunun iizerine, Amerikan Egitim Konseyi, birey
odakli yaklasimlardan farkli olarak, gorev paylasimi ve ortak degerlerin
ogrenmeyi, kisisel gelisimi, sosyal sorumlulugu ve bireylerarasi saygiy1 gelistirdigi
bir 6grenme ortami olusturmay1 hedeflemistir. Bu noktada, topluluk kavrami ve
ogrenme topluluklariyla ilgili alan yazinda wulasilabilen ilk prensipler
olusturulmustur (Spitzberg ve Thorndike, 1992). Boyer (1990), 0grenme
topluklarin1  sekillendirmeyle ilgili  yiriittiigii ¢alismasinda alti  prensip
belirlemistir. Buna gore 6grenme topluluklarinda bireyler 6grenmeyi giiglendirmek
icin birlikte hareket eder. Ogrenme topluluklarinda ifade dzgiirliigii korunur ve
bireyler topluluga karsi sorumluluklarini kabul eder ve her seyden 6nce toplulugun
yararina hareket eder. Bireyler arasi hassasiyet gozetilir ve her liyenin mutlulugu
desteklenir. Ogrenme topluluklar1 bireylerin birbirine destek olmasmin tegvik
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edildigi olusumlardir. Romsdahl ve Hill (2012) 6grenme topluluklarinda
igbirliginin bireylerde arastirma becerilerini gelistirdigi ve bunun da kisilik
gelisimi ve sosyal gelismeye katki sagladigini ifade etmislerdir. Ayrica 6grenme
topluluklarinda isbirliginin bireyde baglilik hissini ortaya ¢ikardigi, bunun da

ogrenme stirecini olumlu etkiledigi vurgulanmaktadir (Huerta, 2017).

Yapilan calismalar, 6grenme topluluklarinin giinlimiiz egitim anlayisina uygun
O0grenme ortamlar1 olusturdugunu ve bireylerin de 6grenmeye daha hazir hale
gelmesine yardimer oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Ogrenme topluluklarina, yabanci
dil egitimi alaninda sosyal- yapilandirmaci yaklasimin da benimsenmesiyle daha
cok onem verilebilecegi soylenebilir. Egitim siirecine dahil tiim elemanlar, bu
modele gore yeniden diizenlendiginde, egitimde hedeflenen noktalara ulasilmasina
destek olabilecegi ongoriilebilir. Ozellikle yabanci dil egitiminin etkilesimle ve
ogrenme ortaminda gerceklestirilecek iletisimle pekistirilebilecegi
diisiiniildiigiinde, Ingilizce egitimi siirecinde takip edilen 6grenme metotlar:

ogrenme topluluklar1 anlayisina gore diizenlendiginde daha etkili olabilir.

Ingilizce dersi d6dev uygulamalariyla ilgili yapilan c¢aligmalar incelendiginde
Odevin genel anlamda akademik basariya etkisi ve 6deve kas1 tutumlar ele alinmis,
ozellikle Ingilizce 6gretiminde ddevin modern yaklagimlara gére diizenlenmesi ve
etkin olabilecek 6dev modelleri ile ilgili caligmalara rastlanmamistir. Ayrica
ogrenme topluluklar1 alan yazinda daha ¢ok profesyonel 6grenme topluluklar: ve
siif ortaminda topluluk bilinci olusturma agisindan incelenmis (Gillies & Boyle,
2010; Hung & Yuen, 2010; llgaz, 2008; Lear, 2007; Smith, 2008; Summers &
Svinicki, 2007; Uysal, 2009), 6grenme topluluklarint 6dev uygulamalariyla

bagdastiran bir ¢alisma yiirlitiilmemistir.

YONTEM

Bu arastirmada nitel bir arastirma tiirii olan eylem aragtirmasi deseni kullanilmistir.
Eylem aragtirmasi giinliik hayatta siire¢ icinde karsilasilan problemlere ¢oziim
bulmak i¢in yiiriitillen sistematik bir ¢aligmadir (Stringer, 2007). Dogal ortami

oldugu gibi gézlemlemeye olanak taniyan ve ozellikle egitim alaninda 6gretimin
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niteligini iyilestirmek i¢in gergek sinif veya okul durumunu inceleyen eylem
arastirmasi, 6gretmen arastirmasi olarak da adlandirilir (Ferrance, 2000; Schmuck

1997).

Eylem aragtirmasi siireci genel olarak problemin tespiti ve bir ¢dziim Onerisiyle
baglar. Sonrasinda ise ¢oziime ydnelik uygulamalar planli bir sekilde yerine
getirilir (Anagiin, 2008). Egitim- Ogretim alanindaki eylem arastirmalarinda
egitimciler ayn1 zamanda ¢alismanin yiiriitiiciisii olabilir ve siirece dogrudan ya da
isbirligiyle dahil olabilir. Eylem arastirmalarinda amag¢ eylemleri sorgulamak ve
ortaya c¢ikan durumu gelistirmeye calismaktir. Diger bir deyisle eylem
arastirmalarinda amac sadece davraniglar1 anlamlandirmak degil ayn1 zamanda bir
degisim gergeklestirmektir (McMillan & Schumacher, 2006). Bu sebeple,
aragtirmacinin ayrica siirecin dogrudan bir elemani olmasi siiregle ilgili gézlem
yapabilmesine ve karsilastig1 sorunu derinlemesine anlamasina olanak tanir. Eylem
aragtirmas1 Ozellikle egitim alaninda oOgretmenlerin mesleki &grenmelerini
arttirmakta ve bununla beraber 6grencilerin de 6grenme kalitesini gelistirmektedir

(Glanz; 1999; Sagor, 2003).

Orneklem

Nicel aragtirmalardan farklt olarak, nitel arastirmalarda bulunan iligkilerin
genellenmesi uygun gorilmemektedir. Baska bir deyisle, nitel arastirmalar
indirgeyici degildir (Yildirim ve Simsek, 2016). S6z konusu eylem arastirmasinda
belirli bir siirecle ilgili karsilagilan bir problemin ¢6ziimii amaglandigindan,
belirlenecek katilimcilar igin tek kriter, s6z konusu siirece dahil olan elemanlardan
biri olmaktir. Patton (2014) amagli 6rneklemenin arastirmaciya zengin bilgiye
sahip oldugunu diisiindiigii durumlar1 derinlemesine ¢alismasina olanak verdigini

vurgulamaistir.

Arastirmada nitel aragtirma gelenegi iginde ortaya c¢ikmig amagli Ornekleme
yontemlerinden tipik durum  Orneklemesi  kullanilmigtir.  Tipik  durum
orneklemesinde 6rneklem arastirma problemiyle ilgili olarak evrende yer alan ¢ok

sayidaki durumdan tipik olan biriyle olusturulur. Arastirmaci, konuyla ilgili 6n
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bilgisi olan kisilerle is birligi yaparak durumlar hakkinda on bilgi toplar ve
calisacagt duruma karar verir (Yildinm & Simsek, 2016). Tipik durum
orneklemesinde en fazla bulguyu saglayacak ve karsilasilan durumun

coziilmesinde katkis1 olacak bir 6rneklem belirlenir (Patton, 2001).

Bu aragtirmada da arastirmaci onceki bilgi gozlem ve deneyimlerinden yola
cikarak aragtirmanin amacina uygun olacak sekilde bir yargi belirler. Amacgh
ornekleme yontemlerinde, arastirmaci evren hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmali ve
siregte bulunmalidir. Bu calismada da arastirmaci ayni zamanda problemle
karsilagilan evrende Ogretmen olarak bulunmaktadir. Bu sayede sinifta gézlem
yapabilmekte ve siirece aktif olarak katilabilmektedir. S6z konusu ¢alismanin
katilimcilar1 ayn1 okulda ¢alisan 4 ingilizce 6gretmeni ve ayni sinifta egitim goren
24 sekizinci sinif dgrencisidir. Ogretmenleri is tecriibeleri 4 yil ile 16 yil arasinda

degismektedir. Ogrenciler ise 2 yildir ayn1 sinifta egitim gérmektedir.

Veri Toplama Araci

Bu eylem arastirmasinda dncelikle 4 Ingilizce dgretmeni ile 6dev algilari ve tercih
ettikleri  6dev  yontemleri  {izerine yar1  yapilandirilmis  goriismeler
gerceklestirilmistir (Ek F). Sonrasinda ise 24 ogrenciyle Ingilizce dersi ddev
algilar1 ve ideal Odev tanimlariyla ilgili yar1 yapilandirilmig bir 6n gorligme
gerceklestirilmistir (EK G). Bu asama veri toplama siirecinin ilk asamasidir. Elde
edilen bulgulardan hareketle gozlemlenen probleme bir ¢6ziim 6nerisi sunulmus ve
eylem hayata gecirilmistir. ikinci asamada ise gerceklestirilen eylemin karsilasilan
durum tizerindeki etkisini anlamak amaciyla 24 6grenciyle yar1 yapilandirilmis
grup odak goriismeleri yiriitiilmiis ve ayrica her bir Ogrenciden uygulanan
coziimle ilgili yansitict rapor istenmistir. Ayni zamanda siiregte elde edilen

dokiimanlar ve arastirmaci gozlem notlar1 da veri olarak kullanilmistir.

Veri Toplama Siireci
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Veri toplamak i¢in &ncelikle Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi Insan Konular1 Etik
Kurulundan (Ek A) onay alindi ve arastirmaya konu olan okulda calisma
yiiriitebilmek i¢in bagli oldugu Il Milli Egitim Miidiirliigiiniin izni talep edildi.
Daha sonra s6z konusu okulda calisan 4 6gretmenle iletisime gecildi ve ¢alismaya
goniillii olarak katilmalar1 istendi. Ayni1 zamanda caligmaya dahil edilecek 24
ogrencinin velilerine izin belgesi ulastirild1 ve 6grencilerin calismaya katilimi talep
edildi (Ek C). Katilimcilar, verilerin gizliligi konusunda bilgilendirildi.
Gorligmeler yiiz yiize ve bireysel olarak yapildi. Ayni zamanda ikinci asamadaki
grup odak goriismeleri, siirecte belirlenen 6grenme topluluklariyla gergeklestirildi.
Gortismelerin  her biri ortalama yarim saat siirdi ve yazili notlar alindi

Katilimcilarin izinlerine bagh olarak goriismeler kaydedildi.
Veri Analizi

Eylem arastirmalarinda verilerin ¢6ziimlenmesi veri toplama siireciyle es zamanli
gerceklestirilebilir (Yildinnm & Simsek, 2016). Bu ¢alismada elde edilen verileri
analiz etmek i¢in goriismeleri yorumlamak amaciyla temel olarak igerik analizi
kullanilmis, betimsel analiz ve dokiiman incelemesiyle de desteklenmistir.
Betimsel analizde 6zetlenen veriler, icerik analiziyle beraber daha derinlemesine
incelenir ve oncesinde fark edilemeyen temalar bunun sonucunda ortaya ¢ikabilir.
Calisma bir nitel arastirma oldugundan toplanan her verinin anlatilmaya
calisilmasi yerine, veri i¢inde anlamli egilim ve smiflandirmalar saptanip bunlar
derinlemesine analiz edilmistir. Yiiriitillen ¢alismada amag ortaya ¢ikan durumun
sadece nedenini saptamak degil ayn1 zamanda bir karsilasilan 6dev performans
problemine bir ¢éziim bulmaktir. Bu sebeple, elde edilen her veri ayrintili sekilde
degerlendirilmeli ve yorumlanmalidir. Ayrica s6z konusu arastirmada siire¢ belli
bir siire deneyimlenmeli ve yliriitiilen eylem planimin etkisi gozlemlenmelidir.
Igerik analizi uzun bir zaman kesitinde meydana gelen siirecleri incelemeye olanak
tanir (Babbie, 2007). Bu sayede gerektiginde arastirmanin yeniden
sekillendirilmesi miimkiin olur. Bu calismada ana veri toplama araci yapilan
goriismelerdir. Verileri sistematik bir sekilde analiz etmek ve veri kaybin1 6nlemek
adina notlar alinmis ve kayit yapilmistir. Bu veriler daha sonra sistematik bir

sekilde diizenlenmis ve olusturulan kodlar ve temalarla analiz edilmistir.
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BULGULAR

Bu bolimde, calismanin bulgulari {i¢ ana bagliga bagli olarak sunulacak ve
sonrasinda tartisilacaktir. Bunlardan ilki Ingilizce algilariyla ilgili bulgulardir.
Devaminda, &grencilerin ideal 6dev tanimlariyla ilgili bulgular analiz edilerek
tartisilacaktir. S6z konusu c¢aligma bir eylem arastirmast oldugundan, karsilasilan
bir soruna ¢0zim yontemi gelistirilmis ve siirecte uygulanip etkileri
degerlendirilmistir. Bu ¢alismada da Ingilizce dersleri igin dgrenme topluluklart
odakli 6dev modeli gelistirilmis ve uygulanmigtir. Boliimiin son bashiginda da
diizenlenen 6dev modelinin etkilerine dair &grencilerden elde edilen bulgular
verilecek ve tartigilacaktir. Ilk goriismelerle ilgili vyiiriitiilen igerik analizi
sonucunda Ingilizce derslerinde 6gretmenlerin 6dev algilar1 ve tercih ettikleri ddev
modeliyle, dgrencilerin 6dev algilartyla ve Ingilizce dersi ideal 6dev tanimi ana
temalar olarak belirlenmistir. Eylem planinin uygulanmasindan sonra ise
gerceklestirilen son goriismeler ve incelenen yansitma raporlartyla elde edilen
bulgular ise 6grenme topluluklart odakli 6devin sosyal, akademik ve kisisel
gelisime katkilar1 ve 6grenme topluluklar1 odakli 6devlerin zayif yonleri temalari

altinda tartisilacaktir.

Ingilizce ddeviyle ilgili algilarin ve ddeve karsi tutumun bireyler arasinda farklilik
gosterdigi agiktir. Bu farkliligin gesitli sebepleri de bulgularla ortaya konmustur.
Goriigmelerle elde edilen veriler, goriismelerden, yansitma raporlarindan ve
gbzlem notlarindan alinan alintilarla beraber analiz edilerek tartisilmis ve elde
edilen bulgular, aragtirma sorularina paralel olarak raporlanmistir. Ayrica yazil
dokiimanlardan da elde edilen bulgulara gore yiiriitiilen eylem planinin etkililigi

analiz edilmis ve karsilastirmali grafiklerle sergilenmistir.
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Ingilizce Ogretmenlerinin Odev Algilar

Calismaya katilan Ingilizce 6gretmenleriyle yapilan goriismeler sonucunda elde
edilen bulgularla 6gretmenlerin 6devleri nasil tanimladiklar1 ve ifade ettikleri
sorgulanmustir. Ogretmenlerin hepsi ddevleri bir sorumluluk olarak tanimlarken,
aynt zamanda Odevlerin bir motivasyon kaynagi olabilecegi de ifade edildi.
Odevlerin 6gretmenler tarafindan bir degerlendirme araci olarak da algilandigini
gosteren bulgular, katilimer 6gretmenlerden bazilarinin da 6dev uygulamalarini
amagsiz ve etkisiz olarak tamimladigini isaret etti. Ogretmenlerin hepsi ddevi
sorumluluk ve motivasyon kaynagi olarak tanimlasa da, ddevlerle ilgili tanimlar

siif ve 6grenciye gore de degismektedir.
Ogretmenlerin Odev Tercihleri

Katilime1 dgretmenlerden elde edilen bulgulara dayanarak, 6devin Ingilizce dersi
icin 6nemli bir 6grenme metodu olarak goriildiigi agiktir. Ancak, arastirmaya
dahil olan Ogretmenlerin dordiiniin de tercih ettigi Odevlendirme modeli
bireyselligi ve geleneksel yaklasimi 6n planda tutan 6devlerdir. Ogretmenlerin
Ingilizce ddevleriyle ilgili problemlerin farkinda olmasina ve dgrencilerin farkl
odev yontemlerine ilgi duyduklarini ifade etmesine karsin yine de geleneksel,
birey odakl1 ve rekabetci 6devleri tercih ettigi goriilmektedir. Bu da 6gretmenlerin
modern yaklagimlarla 6rtiisen 6dev modelleri ve bunlarin siiregte uygulanmasiyla

ilgili bilin¢lendirilmesi gerektigini géstermektedir.
Ogrencilerin Ingilizce Dersi Odev Algilar

Ogrencilere Ingilizce dersleri i¢in 6dev kelimesinin kendilerine ne ifade ettigi
sorgulandiginda cesitli bulgular elde edilmistir. Ogrencilerin ¢ogu, 6gretmenlere
paralel olarak 6devi sorumluluk olarak tanimlamislar, ayrica ddevlerin ingilizce
dersini pekistirmek i¢in bir ara¢ oldugunu ifade etmislerdir. Ayrica odevler
ogrenciler tarafindan bir gorev ya da zorunluluk olarak tanimlanmistir. Bu tanimin
ogrenci tarafindan ne sekilde algilandigi da 6grencinin 6deve karsi bakis agisini

sekillendirdigi goriilmiistiir. Baz1 6grencilerde 6devin goérev olarak goriilmesi
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ogrenciye sorumluluk bilinci kazandirirken, bazilarinda ise gorev ve zorunluluk
tanimlar1 6deve karsi gerginlik ve stres yaratmig, bunun da 6dev performansina
olumsuz yansidigma dair bulgular elde edilmistir. Ozellikle &grenci
goriismelerinden elde edilen bulgular 6dev performanslariyla karsilastirildiginda
da bu sonu¢ ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. Ayni zamanda o6dev yaparken kullanilan
kaynaklar ve 6devin degerlendirilme sekliyle ilgili bulgular analiz edildiginde
ogrencilerin 6dev yaparken kaynak kullanmay tercih ettigi, 6zellikle danisabilecek
bir bireyin oldugu durumlarda 6deve karsi daha istekli olduklarina dair ifadeler
elde edilmistir. Odevin degerlendirme sekline gére de dgrencilerin ddeve kars

tutumu ve algilar1 sekillenmektedir.
Ogrencilerin Ingilizce Dersi Ideal Odev Tanimlan

Ogrencilerin Ingilizce dersinde nasil ddevler tercih ettikleri soruldugunda ve ideal
Ingilizce 6devini tanimlamalari istendiginde genel olarak birbirine benzer
bulgulara ulasiimistir. Ogrenciler, Ingilizce derslerinde 6devlerin bireylerarasi
etkilesimi ve iletisimi desteklemesi, bununla birlikte dayanigma ve yardimlasmaya
da izin verilmesi gerektigini vurgulamislardir. Ayrica ddevlerin ilgi ¢ekici olmasi
da ideal 6dev tanimiyla ilgili elde edilen bulgulardandir. Katilimcilardan bir
boliimii de oOdevlerin sinavlara yardimer olmasi gerektigini ifade etmislerdir.
Gergeklestirilen goriismelerden elde edilen bulgular kodlanarak analiz edilmis ve
yapilan ideal ddev tanimlarin da yola ¢ikarak, Ingilizce derslerinde tercih edilen
Odevlerin, Ogrencilerin ideal 6dev tanimindan oldukca farkli oldugu ortaya
ctkmistir. Bu sebeple, Ingilizce dersi 6dev uygulamalari, 6dev igerigi ve

benimsenen model acisindan yeniden diizenlenmelidir.
Ogrenme Topluluklar1 Odakh Odev Modelinin Etkileri- Ogrenci Goriisleri

Ogrencilerin Ingilizce dersleri i¢in diizenlenen ddev modelinin etkileriyle ilgili
goriiglerinden elde edilen bulgular dort ana tema altinda incelenmistir. Buna gore,
O0devlerde o6grenme topluluklar1 anlayisinin akademik- bilissel agidan, sosyal
acidan ve bireysel acidan etkilerini analiz etmek amaciyla, odak grup goriismeleri

ve Ogrenci yansitma raporlarindan elde edilen bulgular incelenmistir. ingilizce
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derslerinde alisilmis 6dev anlayigsindan farkli olarak, 6grenme topluluklarini esas
alan 6dev modeli 6grencilerin sinav sonuglarini olumlu etkilemis, ayrica toplulukla
caligarak bilgi paylagimi saglamis ve bu da kalic1 6grenmeyi desteklemistir. Ayrica
edinilen bulgulardan yola ¢ikarak, ogrenciler bireylerarasi iletisimin ve
yardimlagmanin arttigini ve bunun da sosyallesmeyi sagladigini ifade etmislerdir.
Toplulukla 6grenme anlayisi, bireyin kendini ait hissetmesini saglar ve bu da
sosyal bilinci giiclendirir. Kisilik gelisimine de olumlu etkisi olduguna dair veriler
elde edilmistir. Buna gore yapilan goriismelerden ve raporlardan yola ¢ikarak, yeni
0dev modelinin ¢ekingenligi azalttig1, toplumda kendini ifade etmeyi ve 6zgiliven
kazanmay1 tesvik ettigi sOylenebilir. Ayrica, diizenlenen 6dev modelinin, 6dev

performansini arttirdig1 da yapilan karsilastirmalarla ortaya konulmustur.
TARTISMA VE SONUC

S6z konusu ¢alisma, 8. Smmf Ingilizce dersinde ddev performansini arttirmak igin
ogrenme topluluklar1 odakli yeni bir 6dev modeli gelistirmeyi ve bu modeli
uygulayip etkilerini ortaya koymayi1 hedeflemistir. Nunan ve Richards (2015)
tarafindan yiiriitiilen ¢alismada da ifade edildigi gibi, dev yontemi, Ingilizce dil
Ogretiminde en etkili metotlardan biri olarak ifade edilmektedir. Yiiriitiilen bu
calismada da, hem Ogretmen hem de Ogrenciler ddevin yabanci dil 6grenme
stirecinde Odevlerin motivasyonu arttirdigin1 ve bir pekistire¢ gorevi gordiigiinii
ifade etmistir. Bu da, Ingilizce 6devlerinin varligiyla ilgili tutumlarin genel olarak

olumlu oldugunu gostermistir.

Ogretmenlerin tercih ettikleri 6devlere bakildiginda geleneksel, alisilnis ddevleri
tercih ettikleri ve bunun da Ogrencilerin 6deve karst tutumlarinmi etkiledigi
sonucuna ulasilmistir. Ogretmenler, Ingilizce ddevlerini daha ¢ok ders kitabindan
veya calisma kagidi olarak verdiklerini ifade etmislerdir. Ogretmenlerin bireysel
ve rekabet¢i 6dev modellerinin 6grenci tarafindan olumsuz karsilanmasini
bilmelerine karsin yine de alisilmis 6dev modelini tercih etmelerinin sebebi ayri
bir planlama ve ugras gerektirmemesidir. Eliam (2001) ve Farrow et al., (1999),
ogretmenlerin 6devle ilgili tutumlarinin 6grencinin 6dev algilarimi etkiledigini

vurgulamistir. Yiriitillen ¢alismada da 6grencilerin genel olarak 6dev kavramini
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tanimlarken olumlu ifadeler kullandig1, ancak 6gretmenin tercih ettigi 6dev tiiriine
ve modeline gore odeve karsi tutumlari ve &dev performanslarinin farklilik
gosterdigi gozlemlenmistir. Bu sebeple, 6gretmenlerin 6dev konusunda modern
egitim yaklasimlar1 ve 6grencinin ihtiyaglarini géz oniinde bulundurmasi gerektigi

ve buna gore bir 6dev modeli benimsemesi gerektigi sdylenebilir.

Collier (2007), Cooper and Valentine (2001) ve Tan & Erdogan (2004), 6dev
tutumlariyla ilgili yirtttikleri calismalarda, hem Ogretmenlerin hem de
ogrencilerin O0devin etkili bir Ogrenme metodu olarak ifade ettigini
vurgulamaktadir. Odevlerle ilgili yasanan sorunlarmn, ddev algilarindan ¢ok 6dev
tercihleriyle ilgili oldugu (Hizmet¢i & Oflazoglu, 2006) yiiriitiilen arastirmada da
ortaya konmustur. Ogretmenlerin derslerinde tercih ettikleri 6devlerin nitelikleri ve
ogrencilerin ihtiyaglari ve ideal 6dev tanimlari karsilastirildiginda, farkliliklar goze

carpmaktadir.

Buradan yola ¢ikarak, arastirmact 6dev performansini gelistirmek amaciyla yeni
bir 6dev modeli gelistirmeye karar vermis ancak bunun i¢in 6grencilerden ideal
Ingilizce odevleriyle ilgili diisiincelerini analiz etmistir. Ogrenciler, Ingilizce
dersinde olmasimi istedikleri odevleri iletisim ve etkilesimi destekleyen,
yardimlagsmanin da miimkiin oldugu, ingilizce kullanimimi tesvik eden &devler
olarak tanimlamislardir. Buna gbre Kaplan (2006) tarafindan da ifade edildigi gibi,
geleneksel Odev yontemleri 6deve karst olumsuz tutuma sebep olurken,
ogrencilerin 1ilgi ve ihtiyaclarma gore sekillenen d6devler 6grenme siirecinde

istendik sonugclar ortaya koymaktadir.

Ogrencilerin ideal Ingilizce ddevi tammindan yola ¢ikarak diizenlenen o&dev
modeli, 6grenme topluluklar1 anlayisiyla olusturulmustur. Uygulanan 6dev modeli,
akademik, sosyal ve kisisel a¢idan anlamli farkliliklar ortaya koymustur. Elde
edilen veriler yorumlandiginda, 6grenme topluluklar1 anlayisi 6grencilerin 6dev
performansi ve akademik basarisimi arttirmistir. Bu sonug, literatiirde 6grencinin
ilgilerine hitap eden ddevlerin olumlu karsilandigin1 vurgulayan calismalarla da
desteklenmektedir (Kuh vd., 2005). Calismanin asil amaci olan Ingilizce dersinde

O0dev performansini arttirmaya yonelik bir édev modeli gelistirmenin disinda,
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ortaya ¢ikan 6dev modeli, bireylerde rekabet hissi yerine sosyal bilinci gelistirmis,
ayni zamanda bireylerin 6zgiiven kazanmasina ve topluluk i¢inde kendini ifade

edebilmesine olanak tanimustir.

Iki egitim- o6gretim doneminin 6dev kontrol sonuglari ve sinav notlari
karsilastirildiginda, takip edilen 6dev modelinin 6grenme siirecine etkisi oldugu
sonucuna ulagilmaktadir. Bu sebeple, tercih edilen 6dev modelinin modern egitim
yaklasimlarina uygun olmasi ve 6grencilerin ideal 6dev anlayisiyla 6rtiismesi 6dev
performansin1 ve akademik basariyr arttiracaktir. Ayrica, tutarsizliklarin oniine
gecebilmek adina, 6nemli bir 6grenme metodu olarak ifade edilen 6devlerin yeri
ve Onemi, hangi yaklasim ve modeli benimseyerek uygulanacag: da ingilizce dersi
egitim programinda yer almalidir. Boylece, 6devler, 6grenme siirecinde istenilen

sonuglar saglayacaktir (Mitchell & Sackney, 2011; Reinhardt vd., 2009).

Calismanin Smirhklar, Katkilar: ve Oneriler

Her c¢aligmada oldugu gibi, bu ¢alismada da bazi kisithiliklar ortaya ¢ikmustir.
Kullanilan yontemden kaynakli olarak, ¢alismanin orneklemini kiigiik bir grup
olusturmaktadir. Bu sebeple ortaya ¢ikan sonuglarla genelleme yapilamaz. Ayrica,
calisma bir eylem arastirmast oldugundan, onlem alinmis da olsa, sonuglar
arastirmacinin bakis agisini yansitabilir. Bunlarla birlikte, yiiriitiilen gériismelerde
katilimcilar gergek diisiincelerini ifade etmekten ¢ekindikleri igin verilen cevaplar

tam olarak diisiincelerini yansitmayabilir.

Arastirmanin katkilarina gelince, bu ¢alisma 6grenme siirecine dahil olan tiim
uygulamalarin modern yaklasim ve Ogrencilerin ilgileri 1s1ginda sekillenmesi
gerektigini gostermistir. S6z konusu calisma, 6dev uygulamalariyla ilgili sorun
yasayan Ingilizce 6gretmenleri i¢in de bir rehber olarak kullanilabilir. Bu sayede
ogretmen 6grenme topluluklart odakli 6devlerin nasil olusturulabilecegiyle ilgili
fikir sahibi olur ve gerek gordiigii durumlarda bu 6dev modelini tercih edebilir.
Odev uygulamalariyla ilgili 6gretim programlarinda uygulanmasi tavsiye edilen
herhangi bir 6dev modeli bulunmamaktadir. S6z konusu ¢aligmada uygulanan

O0dev yonteminin Odev performansi ve tutumu sekillendirdigi goéz Oniinde
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bulunduruldugunda, o&gretim programlarinda etkili 6dev  yoOntemlerinden

bahsedilmesinin onii agilmistir.

Calismanin  sonuglarina gore, gelecekteki arastirmalar icin bazi Oneriler

sunulmustur:

e (Calisma, Odev performansiyla ilgili problemin yasandigi tek bir smifla
yiriitiilmistlir. S6z konusu uygulama, bagka sinif ve okullarda da yiiriitiilebilir
ve genellenebilir sonuglar elde etmek acisindan aragtirma gelistirilebilir.

e Ogrenme topluluklar1 temelli 6dev modelinin etkisini vurgulamak i¢in, kontrol
grubu ve deney grubu olusturularak deneysel bir ¢caligsma yiiriitiilebilir.

e Calisma, 6dev performansiyla ilgili problem yasayan Ingilizce 6gretmeni
tarafindan, Ingilizce ddevleri {izerinden yiiriitiilmiistiir. Ayn1 sekilde, 6grenme
topluluklar1 odakli 6dev uygulamalar1 baska branslarda da denenebilir ve ddev
uygulamalarinda toplulukla 6grenme anlayisi 6grenme siirecinde yaygin hale

getirilebilir.
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