CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AS A FOREIGN POLICY TOOL OF TURKEY:
THE CASE OF TURKSOY

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY
SALIM EZER

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF EURASIAN STUDIES

DECEMBER 2019



Approval of the Graduate School of Social Sciences

Prof. Dr. Yasar Kondak¢1
Director

I certify that this thesis satisfies all the requirements as a thesis for the degree of
Master of Science.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Isik Kuscu Bonnenfant
Head of Department

This is to certify that we have read this thesis and that in our opinion it is fully
adequate, in scope and quality, as a thesis for the degree of Master of Science.

Prof. Dr. Pinar Koksal
Supervisor

Examining Committee Members

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Isik Kus¢u Bonnenfant ~ (METU, IR)

Prof. Dr. Pinar Koksal (METU, ADM)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Yuliya Biletska  (Karabiik Uni., ULU)




I hereby declare that all information in this document has been obtained and
presented in accordance with academic rules and ethical conduct. I also declare
that, as required by these rules and conduct, I have fully cited and referenced all
material and results that are not original to this work.

Name, Surname : Salim Ezer

Signature:



ABSTRACT

CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AS A FOREIGN POLICY TOOL OF TURKEY:

THE CASE OF TURKSOY

Ezer, Salim
M.S., Department of Eurasian Studies

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Pinar Koksal

December 2019, 111 pages

This thesis analyzes the International Organization of Turkic Culture (Uluslararasi1 Tiirk
Kiiltiirii  Teskilati, TURKSOY) as a significant cultural diplomacy organization
established in 1993 upon the signing of its founding agreement by the Ministers of
Culture of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Turkey in
the post-Soviet era in order to foster relations among these Turkic countries. The main
research question of this study is how effective TURKSOY is as an institution of cultural

diplomacy used as a tool of soft power politics in Turkish foreign policy.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Turkic World, Turkic Institutions, Turkish Foreign
Policy, Soft Power
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TURK DIS POLITIKASINDA KULTUREL DIPLOMASI:TURKSOY ORNEGI

EZER, Salim
Yiiksek Lisans, Avrasya Calismalar1 Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Pinar Koksal

Aralik 2019, 111 sayfa

Bu ¢alisma, Azerbaycan, Kazakistan, Kirgizistan, Ozbekistan, Tiirkmenistan ve Tiirkiye
Kiiltiir Bakanlar tarafindan imzalanan anlagma ile Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasini
takiben, 1993 yilinda, Tirk cumhuriyetleri arasindaki iligkileri gelistirmek amaciyla
kurulan Uluslararas1 Tiirk Kiiltiiri Teskilati (International Organization of Turkic
Culture, TURKSOY) 1 incelemektedir. Bu inceleme, 6nemli bir kiiltiirel diplomasi
orgiitii olarak TURKSOY'un, Tiirk dis politikasmin yumusak gii¢ politikalar1 baglaminda

ne derece etkili oldugunu ortaya koymaya caligsmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiiltiirel Diplomasi, Tiirk Diinyas1, Tiirk Is Birligi Orgiitleri, Tiirk

Dis Politikasi, Yumusak Giig



To build a brighter future together for the Turkic World.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Overview

The aim of this thesis is to analyze the International Organization of Turkic Culture
(Uluslararas1 Tiirk Kiiltiirti Teskilati, TURKSOY) as a significant cultural diplomacy
organization established in 1993 upon the signing of its founding agreement by the
Ministers of Culture of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan

and Turkey in the post-Soviet era in order to foster relations among these Turkic countries.

The main research question of this study is how effective TURKSOQY is as an institution
of cultural diplomacy used as a tool of soft power politics in Turkish foreign policy.'
Within this framework, this research will touch upon the role of culture in international
relations while defining the notions of soft power politics and cultural diplomacy. As such,
this research is also an attempt to answer the following two questions: What are the
cultural diplomacy objectives and achievements of TURKSOY? To what extent do the
activities carried out by TURKSOY in terms of cultural diplomacy have a positive impact
on relations among countries of the Turkic World? These questions will reflect
TURKSOY’s role in the development of long lasting relations among the countries of the

Turkic World.

! This thesis will not focus on how TURKSOY has an impact on the foreign policies of
other members of the organization.
1



1.2. Literature Review

Culture is an essential component of identity. As such, it contains important hints as to
what an individual wants and thinks. Hence, it is omnipresent in world politics. There are
many different opinions as to the role played by culture in international relations as well as
regarding the notion of international relations itself (Reus-Smit, 2018). Human
communities have created their own cultural characteristics through the influence of many
elements in different geographies in various time periods. These characteristics shaped

international relations and the domestic and foreign policies of countries (Reeves, 2004).

Conflicts arising from cultural differences are rather frequent in today’s world. The notion
of culture which has been relatively ignored for many years in the field of international
relations, started raising more attention among scholars following the publication of
Samuel Huntington’s article on “Clash of Civilizations” in 1993 according to which
conflicts occurring worldwide would be actually arising among different civilizations.
Later on, many articles were written on the influence of culture on international relations

(Pethiyagoda, 2014).

The main actors of the international arena have always tended to use oppression, threats
and power as means to obtain what they wanted. The destructive influence of the two
World Wars and the Cold War, which we witnessed as a result of continuous conflicts,
eventually led to a shift from this attitude towards an approach in which the notion of
power is considered as something one must reflect more intensively upon (Baldwin,
2016). This process has also led to the recognition of new notions such as soft power
which is one of the main subjects in relation to the concept of culture and cultural

diplomacy dealt with in this thesis.



The notion of soft power put forward by Joseph Nye actually started becoming popular in
the 1980s. As far as the shortest definition of soft power is concerned, it can be stated as
the ability of countries to obtain what they want without using oppression, threat or power.
According to Nye “if its culture and ideology are attractive, others will more willingly

follow” (Nye 1990, p.182).

Nye who stressed that power does not just consist of military components categorized this
term as “soft power” versus “hard power”. According to this approach, hard power
consists of military interventions, oppressive diplomacy and economic sanctions while
soft power is the ability to shape countries’ choices without making use of interventions

and oppression (Nye, 2004).”

Nye also considers the fading of peoples’ belief in communism and the destruction of the
Berlin Wall as a victory of soft power (Nye, 2015). He emphasizes the undeniable
contribution of soft power to put an end to the Cold War and stresses that a country’s soft
power depends on its resources of culture, values, and policies. In the debate on soft
power, Nye attaches particular importance to culture. Hence, he argues that the cultural
customs and ideas, which are dominating global norms will enhance the credibility and

promote the soft power strength (Nye, 2008).

With the rise of the notion of soft power, it has become a priority for many countries to
reach their aims by influencing the global arena via this new version of power. Countries

like China, Russia and the United States of America amongst many others have made

* In time, the notion of soft power which may appear as an alternative to hard power at
first sight, has evolved towards new notions such as smart power. As such, the notion of
smart power which is based on the appropriate use of both soft and hard power is gaining
increasing importance and recognition in international relations nowadays (Nye, 2009).

3



short and long term soft power investments. While Nye conceptualized a country’s
success in this respect as its “soft power potential”, John Arquilla pointed at the reason
why countries make efforts to develop their ability to apply soft power. According to him,
“victory may sometimes depend not on whose army wins, but on whose story wins”
(quoted in Nye 2014, p.20). The increasing visibility of culture and its components in
international matters has led to the understanding that soft power can also be described as

cultural power (Ferguson, 2006).

Many leading countries of the world have established new institutions in order not to lag
behind in their cultural propaganda. Examples of such institutions are the Confucius
Institutes of China, the British Council centers of the United Kingdom, the Goethe
Institutes of Germany, the Alliance Francaise of France and the Yunus Emre Institutes of

Turkey (Aral, 2014).

Many years have passed since the end of the Cold War in world politics. There have been
times when facts which actually occurred did not correspond to Nye’s projection in his
approach based on soft power. As a matter of fact, various scholars have stressed the
catastrophic outcomes of some initiatives and policies carried out by soft power politics on

both peoples and countries (Li, 2018).

Nevertheless, soft power continues to be a significant foreign policy tool. Diplomacy is
another key term used in thesis in relation to culture and soft power. This term is related to
the efforts, activities, abilities of countries as well as other international actors such as
international organizations. As one of the fundamental notions which soft power is based
upon, culture appeared as an important notion in terms of ties established through cultural
diplomacy among countries after the Cold War. Today, cultural diplomacy is one of the

4



notions of standard foreign policy thinking. The term eventually emerged as a national
self-promotion tool for states. According to Cummings, states are exchanging ideas,
information, art and other aspects of culture with other nations and their peoples in order
to foster mutual understanding. The actors of the process such as diplomats, state-level
organizations and international bodies are serving their national governments and trying to
shape and channel the natural flow of culture to advance their national interests. At some
point, cultural diplomacy helps nations to merge nationalism and internationalism. In
order to achieve the determined goals, government agencies, civil society and/or private
sector stakeholders also should be considered as main actors of the process (Cummings,

2003).

David Clarke identifies actors of cultural diplomacy in a group of four: first are policy-
makers; that is, politicians and legislators. The second group is comprised of agents such
as institutions and individuals. When it comes to the third group, cultural practitioners
such as artists, poets, authors and ensembles take the scene. Consumers are the fourth
group as individuals engaging with the final products (Clarke, 2016). Although this thesis
mostly concentrates on the second group, that is international organizations, it is inevitable

to consider other actors as well.

The US Department of State defines cultural diplomacy as a tool to serve national
interests. This is an example of instrumental use of culture both for national security and
the nation’s international image (Cultural Diplomacy, the Linchpin of Public Diplomacy,
2005). Nation-states were the primary actors of international politics for a long time but

with the flows of people, products, media, technology and money, this has changed (Ang,



Isar and Mar, 2015). In the last decades, researchers have focused on cultural diplomacy

much more intensely than before, making this term globally known.

UNESCO’s (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) foundation
within the body of the United Nations after the Second World War has changed the
understanding of cultural diplomacy in foreign affairs. Establishing UNESCO was all
about securing the world peace and stability at that time. However, the role of culture in
this international body turned out to be equally important. In time, UNESCO become an
attractive organization for many governments who wanted to benefit from soft power

politics and cultural diplomacy within this organization (Purtas, 2017).

The recognition of the concept of soft power after the Cold War, the establishment of new
international organizations having their say in world politics and the fact that states
realized the positive contribution of cultural diplomacy in their foreign policy have led to
the establishment of organizations such as TURKSOY. Indeed, TURKSOY is an
organization of cultural diplomacy which was established in 1993 taking the example of
UNESCO’s structure, with a view to strengthening ties among countries of the Turkic

World.

In this context, it shall be appropriate to define the notion of the Turkic World. Taking
into consideration the relations among the peoples of the Turkic World, the dissolution of
the Soviet Union can be considered as a milestone (Purtas, 2017). Although the definition
of the Turkic World is accepted as a geographical and cultural concept, when this concept
is used, Turkic speaking communities are also meant. Some researches only use this term
to refer to Central Asia. However, the notion of the Turkic World encompasses a much
wider area than a certain geographical territory. Similarly, the notion of Turkic history

6



does not refer to the history of a single community living in a certain area. It should be
understood more as the whole of histories of Turkic communities which are referred to by
different names but share the same national culture with their language, religion, customs

and traditions (Memis and Kostiiklii, 2005).

The Turkic World, the exact definition of which is uncertain in a geographical context, is
defined by Ucar (2007) as the combination of independent Turkic States; autonomous
Turkic States/communities; Turkic communities living as minorities and Turkic
communities living together through migration and cross-border settlement proceses

(Ugar, 2007).

In the post Cold-War era Turkey was the first state to recognize the independence of the
Central Asian Republics. The first step that Turkey had taken back then was to increase
and institutionalize the interaction between Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan as well as other Turkic people. Hence, the establishment of
TURKSOY has been crucial in terms of initiating the interaction process between the
Turkic peoples. TURKSOY served as the main actor through its cultural diplomacy

activities for many years to come (Eren, 2013).”

3 Some other organizations which also play an important role in this process are
institutions like the Turkic Council (Tirk Konseyi), the Turkic Academy (Tiirk
Akademisi), the International Turkic Heritage and Culture Foundation (Tiirk Kiiltiirii ve
Miras Vakfi), the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries (Tiirk Dili
Konusan Ulkeler Parlamenter Asamblesi, TURKPA), the Directorate of the Turkish
Cooperation and Coordination Agency (Tiirk Isbirligi ve Koordinasyon Ajansi Baskanligi,
TIKA), the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (Yurtdis1 Tiirkler ve
Akraba Topluluklar Bagkanligi, YTB) and the Yunus Emre Institute (Yunus Emre
Enstitiisti, YEE). However, unless they are related to TURKSOY, this study will not focus
on these institutions.



TURKSOY currently has six founding members and eight observer members. Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Turkey are the founding members
as independent countries. In addition to the the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia
(Moldova) and Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), there are other observer
members which are affiliated to the Russian Federation: Republic of Altai (RF), Republic
of Bashkortostan (RF), Republic of Hakasia (RF), Republic of Sakha/Yakutia (RF),
Republic of Tatarstan (RF) and Republic of Tyva (RF) (Turksoy.org, n.d.). Through its
efforts to increase the level of acquaintance among peoples and states and its
collaborations with international organizations such as UNESCO and ISESCO
(International Islamic Organization for Education, Science and Culture), TURKSOY

contributes to the process of establishing strong ties among its members (Akengin, 2017).

1.3. Outline and Methodology

The thesis will be composed of four chapters. After the Introduction, the second chapter
will briefly examine the historical background of Turkish foreign policy regarding the
Turkic World. Besides, this chapter will also shed some light upon the establishment of

TURKSOY and the current dynamics of the Turkic World.

The third chapter will be devoted to TURKSOY as a cultural diplomacy organization.
This chapter will mainly focus on the establishment of TURKSOY as well as its structure,
aims, activities and achievements. To that end, this study will focus on some activities
carried out by this organization since its establishment such as Permanent Council
Meetings of TURKSOY, activities traditionally carried out by TURKSOY every year such
as its Nevruz celebrations, Painters and Photographers’ Gatherings, academic activities,

commemorative years and meetings dedicated to illustrious artists, scholars and



intellectuals of the Turkic World and publications in various languages and dialects as

well as special projects carried out by the organization in various countries worldwide.

The conclusion will present a brief summary and discuss the findings within the

theoretical framework presented in the Introduction.

In this study, a qualitative analysis will be used in order to evaluate the impact and place
of TURKSOY. The primary sources like the annual action plans of the TURKSOY, the
website of the organization, the records and the articles as well as the news about the
organization’s world wide achievements will be analyzed. These extensive sources will
also include the speeches made by the heads of the state of the Turkic World and the
TURKSOY officials. Additionally, unofficially conducted interviews with the goverment
officials of TURKSOY member countries and TURKSOY will be included where
relevant. Published books and articles regarding TURKSOY’s cultural diplomacy efforts

since its establishment will also be surveyed as secondary sources.



CHAPTER 2

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY

REGARDING THE TURKIC WORLD

The foreign policy of the Republic of Turkey, which was established with the fall of the
Ottoman Empire, was shaped by the Ottoman political heritage. In the early years of the
Republic, the main goal was to ensure the independence and sovereignty of the new
nation-state on the basis of the Turkish foreign policy of the Atatiirk era (Aydin 1999, p.
171). Although the Turkish foreign policy of the Republican period has integrity in its
general framework, there have been breaking points and changes in certain periods. The
dissolution of the Soviet Union is one of the defining breaking points in Turkey’s
relations with Turkic Republics, shaping the outlook of Turkish foreign policy towards

Central Asia (Hale 2012, p. 287).

Before addressing the dissolution of the Soviet Union as a turning point, giving some
general information about Turkish foreign policy will be appropriate. According to many
researchers, “westernism” and “status quo” are two key concepts which constitute the
basic lines of Turkish foreign policy. Indeed, many international relations theorists refer
to Atatiirk’s Peace at Home, Peace in the World motto as it is reflected in the discourses
of the principle of status quo. On the principle of westernism, Baskin Oran states that
westernism was a legacy of the Ottoman Empire in the Turkish foreign policy, a legacy

that was kept for a very long time, until 1990s (Oran 1998, p. 353).
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With the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Turkish foreign policy had to be inevitably
reshaped. Turkey, like many other countries was caught unprepared, yet showed a quick
reflex in response to this sudden development, becoming one of the first states to
recognize Central Asian states, establish diplomatic ties with these countries and realized
visits to them at the level of heads of state. This new attitude of Turkish foreign policy

was an announcement of this transformation to the whole world (Aydin 2019, p. 371).

The history of the relations between Turkey and Turkic Republics dates back far, but it
would not be wrong to say that these relations gained momentum prior to the collapse of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) (Republic of Turkey Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, n.d.).* Taking the dissolution of the USSR as a reference point will make it
difficult to see the whole picture when it comes to evaluate Turkish foreign policy in the
context of Central Asia and in the framework of relations with Turkic Republics.
Therefore, the relations between the USSR and Turkey should also be included in this

assessment.

Since Soviet republics could not carry out a foreign policy independent from Moscow,
direct relations between Turkey and the Turkic Republics could not be established prior
to their independence. Direct relations, which could not be established during the Soviet
Union period, gained momentum with the dissolution of the USSR, with mutual visits

and various cultural activities.

Because of historical and cultural ties, Turkey has never severed its relationship with

Turkic Republics. Turkish politicians, who did not ignore the possibility of experiencing

* Consecutively in 1991, Uzbekistan (August 31%), Kyrgyzstan (August 31%), then
Turkmenistan (October 27™) and finally, Kazakhstan (December 16™) formally declared
their independence.

11



problems with the strong alliance of the Soviets because of these relations, were sensitive
in their rhetoric, aware of the need for the friendship of the Soviets at the time. Turkey,
which was careful not to draw the portrait of a state that interferes with the internal
affairs of the Soviet Union, was being referred to by some circles as a state that did not
fulfill its historical responsibility and by some circles as a pan-Turkist state.” These such
comments were made not only within the borders of Turkey but all over the

world (Yal¢in 1990, p. 13).

Sovietization, a general policy implemented by the Soviet Union, was an important factor
in weakening the cultural ties that existed between Turkey and Turkic Republics. The
ideological wall built by the Soviets did not allow for the development of relations
between the two sides (Ruzaliev 2009, p. 46). Furthermore, the Pan-Turkist movement
that rose with Enver Pasha brought Turkey and the Soviet Union side by side against the
imperialist powers of the West, which were perceived as common enemies, and thus
Turkey, which needed military and economic assistance in those years, distanced itself
from the Pan-Turkist approach. Over the years, the discourses of Pan-Turkism have
changed as the position of Turkey shifted. Some scholars suggest that After the World
War 11, the Inénii government, which wanted to receive support from the United States
against the threats of Stalin, was engaged in Pan-Turkist discourses (Demir, Eminoglu

and Aslantiirk 2018, p. 390).

Many intellectuals in the Soviet Union were also denominated as pan-Turkists and
therefore, had to face difficulties as a result of their work on the common culture and

history of Turkic peoples. On the other hand, the Soviet desire to expel its ideology was

3 Pan-Turkism, a political movement of the late 19" and early 20™ centuries, had as its
goal the political union of all Turkish-speaking peoples.

12



seen as a risk to Turkish citizens, creating political problems and obstacles in establishing

mutual relations (Birand, 1986).

Towards the end of the Soviet era, Turkey got a chance to establish direct relations with
the Turkic Republics of the former USSR. This was seen as a natural continuation of the
foreign policy of the Republic of Turkey as set by its founder Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk.
The letter that Atatiirk wrote to Lenin on April 26", 1920 was considered to be the
beginning of official relations between Turkey and the Soviet Union (Erdag and Kardas
2013, p. 76). Drawing attention to the necessity of pursuing a policy based on common
history, language and culture in the relations with Turkic Republics, Atatiirk had
allegedly given the following speech during the celebration of the 10" anniversary of the
Turkish republic to explain the road map for the course of Turkish foreign policy:
Today, the Soviet Union is our friend, our neighbor, our ally. We are in a need for
this friendship. However, no one can predict what will happen tomorrow from
today. It can fall apart and crumble just like the Ottoman Empire, and Austria-
Hungary. The nations the Soviets seize upon today may declare their
independence tomorrow. The world can reach a new balance. That’s when Turkey
should know what to do... In the reign of this friend of ours, we have brothers
with the same language, faith and essence. Being ready is remaining silent and
waiting for that day to come. It’s time to prepare. How do nations prepare for
this? By keeping the sentimental bridges intact! Language is a bridge; faith is a
bridge; history is a bridge! Today, we are separated from these societies in terms
of language, tradition and history, and have fallen far away. So, is it right where
we are or where they are? There is no reckoning in doing this! We shouldn’t wait
for them to come near us. It is us who should approach them (Karakog¢ 2004, p.
37).
In the post-Soviet era, Turgut Ozal became one of the leaders who best understood the
words “We shouldn’t wait for them to come near us. It is us who should approach them”

that Atatiirk had expressed for the first time in Turkish political life. In his work “The

Years and Memories That Advanced Turkey”, Yalgintas mentions Turgut Ozal as the

13



first leader to comprehend the real meaning of the birth of the Turkic World (Yalgintas,

2012).°

Stating that Ozal’s policies had a positive effect on the transformation of Turkish-Soviet
relations into friendly relations, Yalcintas expressed that the point reached in Turkish-
Soviet relations during Ozal’s tenure was a great legacy for the independent states, and
that this heritage was very effective on the basis of Turkey’s positive relations with the

Russian Federation and Turkic Republics (Yal¢intag 2012, p. 698).

Turgut Ozal, who declared “The 21* century to be the century of Turkey and the Turks”,
turned the discourse of the Turkic World into a new and promising foreign policy
agenda. Therefore, for some scholars, the years that Turgut Ozal served as prime minister
are the most important years in terms of relations between Turkey and Turkic Republics.
In a context in which Turkish foreign policy mainly focused on the West, between the
years 1983-1993, Turgut Ozal’s efforts to improve relations with the Soviets on behalf of
the relations between the Turkic World and Turkey are considered as a new reference
point. In this respect, it is important to point out that Ozal made his first official trip to
the Turkic Republics in 1986 when he was the Prime Minister of Turkey. The friendship
between Ozal and Gorbachev, which developed as a result of political activities carried
out during this period, is likened to the friendship established between Atatiirk and Lenin

(Kara 2012, p. 24).

Turgut Ozal’s approach had its impact on the aftermath of the disintegration of the Soviet
Union. Turkey immediately recognized all of the newly independent states and adopted a

holistic approach towards the post-Soviet world (Capa 2019, p. 14). Turkey was the first

% Turgut Ozal served as Prime Minister between 1983 and 1989 and actively managed
Turkish foreign policy. He served as President from 1989-1993. Yildirim Akbulut, Mesut
Yilmaz and Siileyman Demirel served as prime ministers during this period.
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country to officially recognize the Republic of Azerbaijan on November 9™ 1991. Two
hours after the declaration of independence by the Parliament of Kazakhstan, Turkey,
along with other Soviet republics, recognized the independence of all new Turkic
Republics (Republic of Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs, n.d.). Hikmet Cetin, the
Turkish Foreign Minister of the time, stated that the decision to recognize all Soviet
republics from the Caucasus to Central Asia as well as to the Slavic and Baltic region
was based on the assumption that there would be no animosity between these states

(Hiirriyet cited in Kara 2012, p. 126).

In these initial years, the need for institutionalization in relations was taken into
consideration and, hence, at the end of this cooperation process, TURKSOY’ was
established with the primary duty of coordinating cultural relations among the Turkic
Republics and TIKA was established with the primary duty of promoting Turkey’s
cooperation with these republics in different fields such as economics, security,
administration, technology, culture and education. In those days, Turkic-speaking heads
of state were brought together for the first time in history (Fidan 2010, p. 113). In a way
the process was based on Ismail Gaspirali’s motto “unity in language, thought and
action”. In 1992 the Turkic Republics came together in “Summit of Turkic Speaking
States”. In this step, taken to institutionalize cooperation between Turkey and the Turkic
Republics, international organizations began to be seen as strategic tools in international

politics that provide flexibility and strength to foreign policy.

In terms of relations between Turkey and the Turkic Republics, the institutionalization

process started with these summits. While the first summit which was organized on

7 TURKSOY stands for "Joint Administration of Turkic Culture and Arts". This name
was later changed by the decision of the Permanent Council to the International
Organization of Turkic Culture.
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October 30", 1992, ended with the emphasis on developing cooperation on economy,
culture, transportation, education and security issues, the subsequent summits contributed
greatly to the institutionalization of relations (Kohen 1994, p. 18). In this context, it is
possible to suggest that relations developed with the Turkic World countries first
concentrated in cultural and educational areas prior to political, military and economic

arcas.

Subsequently, common alphabet studies were the first step taken to increase cooperation.
The International Symposium on contemporary Turkish alphabets held in 1991 proposed
an alphabet to be used by all Turkic Republics (Devlet 2007, p. 185). Later on, the
Ministers of Culture of Turkic Republics came together for further cooperation. The first
meeting on this matter was the “Meeting of the Ministers of Culture of Turkic Speaking
Countries” which took place in Istanbul in June 1992. Following this meeting, the second
meeting of the Ministers of Culture was held in Baku, between November, 301 —
December, 2™ 1992. At the 3™ meeting of the Ministers in Almaty on July 9"-14™, 1993,
an important step was taken in cultural and artistic cooperation in the Turkic World,
eventually leading to the establishment of the Joint Administration of Turkic Culture and
Arts (now called TURKSOY) which functions as the UNESCO of the Turkic World
(Durmus and Yilmaz 2012, p. 554). The relations which were accelerated with language
studies and reciprocal visits therefore were further strengthened by the establishment of
TIKA and TURKSOY. In these relations in which culture and education were seen as the

driving force, the relevant ministries of Turkic Republics took an active role.

Thanks to the cooperation of these ministries, artists coming from independent Turkic
states have got the opportunity to perform their arts and participate in various training

programs. In this period, multilateral efforts were made to commemorate the leading
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figures of cultural life in different countries of the Turkic World as well as to preserve
the cultural values of these countries, seen as a common treasure. Relations in the field of
culture have been the easiest and fastest-growing ones. In the following years, despite
widespread view that expectations were not met in economic and political areas, many

successes were achieved at the level of cultural relations (Yildirim 2015, p. 148).

Stileyman Demirel, who became the president of Turkey after, stated that the
establishment of TURKSOY was the success of the ministers of cultures and wished this
success in the cultural area to be realized in other areas as well, and expressed his hopes
and concerns about the process as follows: “I am happy. For we will make use of this
opportunity. I am concerned for what will happen in the end if we cannot make use of

this opportunity” (Bila, cited in Kara 2012, p. 129).

The mutual visits among Turkic Republics which were increasing in number between
1991 and 1992 led to the acknowledgement of many commonalities among the Turkic
Republics based on history, language and culture. Thanks to the 10 summits held
between the heads of state of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkey
and Turkmenistan, international organizations such as TURKSOY, Turkic Council, as
well as joint educational institutions and professional associations were established

(Musabay Baki, 2014).

If we refer to the summits with general lines, in the first summit held in Ankara in 1992,
leaders expressed that the need for organizations working in different fields, in other
words, an institutional structure for multilateral relations in order to deepen the relations
between Turkic Republics. At the first summit, especially infrastructure, education and

culture issues were on the agenda.
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In the second summit, hosted by Turkey in Istanbul in 1994, the leaders, referring to the
achievements of the 1% Summit, expressed their appreciation for the work done and
shared their satisfaction with the summit processes. With the 2" Summit, various
disturbances about the summit began to be expressed, especially from the Russian side

(Acar 1994, p. 10).

During the 3™ Summit held following year in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan cultural and
educational issues became the main topics of discussion and opinion exchange. In this
meeting, the Hoca Ahmet Yesevi International Turkish-Kazakh University, which can be
seen as one of the concrete outcomes of the summits process, had won the appreciation
of the summit leaders and it was decided that a similar educational institution should be
established in Kyrgyzstan as well (Musabay Baki 2014, p. 143). As such the
establishment of joint universities was seen as an important goal for raising a new

generation of Turkic people.

An example regarding such an approach is the Turkish-Kazakh University, founded by
an agreement signed on November 31%,1992. This university offers education in both
Kazakh and Turkish language, and is one of the most important higher education
institutions with thousands of graduates, 1171 of whom are from Turkey (Ayu.edu.tr,

2019).

A similar agreement was signed between Turkey and Kyrgyzstan on September 30",
1995 on the establishment and operation of the Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University. The
foundation of this university was based on the collaboration agreement in the fields of

education, culture and science, signed back on March 3rd,1992 (Manas.edu.kg, 2019).
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The agreements in the field of culture, education and sports were not only limited to
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan but were made with many other Turkic Republics after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. The aforementioned agreements hovewer became the
first step in the implementation of today’s institutional structures, thanks to the decisions

taken in the first 3 summits between 1992-1995.

In the summits that took place in the following years, issues such as energy, transport and
economic cooperation become the main concerns of the political leaders. The 4™ Summit
was held in 1996 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The 5" Summit was held in 1998 in Astana,
Kazakhstan, after a one-year interval. The 6" Summit was held in 2000 in Baku,
Azerbaijan. The expression “Turkish Speaking States”, which was used in the earlier
summits, was changed to “Turkic-Speaking States” in Baku Summit (Musabay Baki

2014, p. 145).

The 7™ Summit, which was held in Istanbul in 2001, was the last summit which
Uzbekistan participated in the process. Turkmenistan, on the other hand, has participated
irregularly to these summits. Despite the decision taken at the 7™ Summit that the next
meeting would be held in Turkmenistan, it was held in Turkey 5 years after the last
summit. So in total, the summits were hosted five times by Turkey, twice by Azerbaijan
and once by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. While Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey have stabilized their participation in the summit process,
Uzbekistan has stopped participating in the summits since 2006. In addition to their
participation at the head of the state level, Turkmenistan only attended one summit at the

level of ambassador and one at the level of vice president (Musabay Baki 2014, p. 145).

At the 9" Summit on October 2™ — 3", 2009, where the Nakhichevan agreement was

signed and the founding agreement of the Turkic Council was adopted, the leaders
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mentioned the importance of the efforts of the International Organization of Turkic
Culture (TURKSOY) for cultural cooperation and appreciated these efforts as the first
concrete outcome of the summit process. One of the other concrete outcomes of the
summits held prior to the establishment of the Turkic Council was the Parliamentary
Assembly of Turkic-Speaking Countries (TURKPA), which was established on
November 21*, 2008. The last meeting of the Summits Process was held in Istanbul on
September 16", 2010. The Turkic Council was established with the aim of acting as a
secretariat to institutionalize the collaboration between the member states and to make
positive and important contributions to regional cooperation among the Turkic speaking
countries. With the establishment of the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States,
the Turkic Council for short in 2010, the development of relations among Turkic States
was institutionalized. The summits process has been one of the most important indicators
that Turkey and the Turkic Republics attach importance to be together. As mentioned
earlier, the first summit of the Heads of State of the Turkic World held on October 31,
1992 was the first step taken towards extensive cooperation among Turkic countries in
political, economic and social spheres. Hence, it would not be wrong to say that the
current level of cooperation among Turkic countries could have been reached thanks to
the political will and dedication of these heads of state. Due to the shifting conditions
regarding the relations with Russia, the participating states pursued sensitive and

balanced policies throughtout the process (Purtas 2012, p. 70).

The election of the Justice and Development Party (Ak Parti) is viewed by many scholars
as another breaking point for Turkish Foreign policy. Together with the AK Party,
Turkey adopted a multilateral foreign policy based on a “zero problem” approach. This

approach was shaped by Ahmet Davutoglu, who served as a consultant, Foreign Minister
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and Prime Minister in the AK Party governments. As opposed to policies of the 1990s,
there are views that Turkey wants to take on a regional leadership role by benefiting from
its historical background, geostrategic position and soft power (Altunisik and Lenore

2011, p. 10).

Ciineyt Yenigiin stated that during this period, when multidimensional foreign policy
understanding prevailed, Turkish foreign policy acted in different ways depending on the
states involved. Yenigiin argued that while religion was put forward in relations with
Muslim states, it was the feeling of nationalism which was shaped the relations with the
Turkic countries and minorities in Europe. At the same time, Turkish foreign policy
adopted an approach mainly based on global identity and values in its relations with

countries like Germany, France, Australi and the USA (Yenigiin 2010, p. 77).

Despite these changes, developing relations with the Turkic Republics has always been
important in order to give a different direction to the Turkish foreign policy and to create
alternatives. It has also been observed that common historical, religious and cultural ties
provide great advantages in these relationships. A wide range of bilateral contacts and
relations based on multilateral institutions, especially TURKSOY and the Turkic
Council, have come to the fore in shaping Turkey’s foreign policy towards the Turkic

World (Kasike1 2019, p. 354).
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CHAPTER 3

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF TURKIC CULTURE

This chapter will describe the transformation in the institutional structure of the
International Organization of Turkic Culture over the years and the activities that have
come to prominence since the establishment of the organization. The aforesaid activities
are examined under different headings. The meetings of the Permanent Council, which is
the highest-level decision-making body of the organization, were examined
chronologically and highlights were identified from the decision files of these meetings.
The meeting where the participants who signed the founding agreement of TURKSOY
met for the first time was taken as a reference point and all Permanent Council Meetings
of TURKSOY held until the completion of the thesis are included in this section. Then,
Nowruz celebrations, artistic gatherings, cultural capital practice, commemorative years

and ceramonies, art ensambles and some other activities are briefly summarized.

3.1. Permanent Council Meetings

Although TURKSOY, which has the mission of establishing friendly relations between
Turkic peoples, preserving Turkic cultural heritage, language, history, art traditions and
customs, and passing them on to future generations, was founded with the agreement
signed by the ministries of cultures of Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Turkey

and Uzbekistan in July 12 1993 in Almaty, Kazakhstan; the first seeds of the
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organization were laid in Istanbul on June 20", 1992, when the culture ministers of

today’s 6 founding countries came together for the first time (Soysal, 2010).

Minister of Culture of Azerbaijan Polad Biilbiiloglu, Minister of Culture of Kazakhstan
Erkegali Rahmediyev, Minister of Culture of Kyrgyzstan Daniyal Mukasovic
Nazarmatov and Minister of Culture of Uzbekistan Zafer Hakimov, who met in Istanbul
at the invitation of Minister of Culture of Turkey Fikri Saglar, are known as the historical

architects of the cultural bridge created among Turkic World (Ocak, 2000).

In the declaration issued at the conclusion of the meeting, the council members stated
that the concept of common culture, which has been used side by side with the Turkic
World discourse many times, lies in the ties of history, geography and religion, and
pointed out the necessity of solidarity for development with the emphasis on human
rights, democracy and secularism. In this context, the participants emphasized the
immediate realization of the common alphabet. The participants also emphasized the
need to create artistic mobility through joint festivals and artistic activities in order to
develop mutual cultural cooperation between the countries and stated in their final
declaration that they would support efforts in the direction of “taking the necessary place
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) within the family of nations” (Tiirk

Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 1. Konferans1 Sonug Bildirgesi, 1992).

As mentioned in the previous chapter on Turkey’s foreign policy, the political issues that
caused Turkic summits to be blocked from time to time were also on the agenda of
culture ministers’ meetings. The Permanent Council participants, who did not wish to be
a party to this issue, sometimes did not sign the declaration and sometimes asked the
council to change its rhetoric. After the first meeting, it was decided to convene the

structure called “Permanent Council of Culture Ministers of Turkic Speaking Countries”
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every 6 months and to pursue drafting of the working regulation of the council until the
next Baku summit. With this meeting, the foundations of today’s TURKSOY have been
laid as a cooperation office headquartered in Ankara to act as a secretariat in the works of

the council and implement its decisions.

Final declaration of the aforementioned first meeting was signed by the Minister of
Culture of Azerbaijan Polad Biilbiiloglu, the Minister of Culture of Kazakhstan Erkegali
Rahmediyev, the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Turkey Fikri Saglar, the Minister
of Culture of Uzbekistan Zafer A. Hakimov, the Minister of Culture of Kyrgyzstan
Daniyal Mukasovi¢c Nazarmatov and the Minister of Culture of Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus Esber Serakinci. Turkmenistan did not sign the final declaration (Tiirk

Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 1. Konferans1 Sonug Bildirgesi, 1992).

Following the Istanbul meeting, the next meeting was held in Baku, Azerbaijan. In the
final declaration of this meeting, it was stated that claiming ownership of Turkic cultural
heritage would only be possible through joint efforts, and a protocol of intention was
signed in this regard. Together with this protocol of intention, it is stated that a
continuously operating organization called “Joint Administration of the Turkic Culture
and Arts” should be established in order to carry out the measures planned by the council
(Tiirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 2. Konferans1 Sonug Bildirgesi, 1992). At
the first meeting, a resolution sheding light on TURKSOY’s current work was also
signed. The participants of the Permanent Council unanimously decided to declare the
year 1993 as the year of Hoca Ahmed Yesevi due to the 900" anniversary of his birth.

Likewise it was decided that Magtumguly Pyragy’s 765" year, would be wildl
y
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celebrated in the member states of TURKSOY.® In the following years, TURKSOY
turned this initiative into a tradition and dedicated its activities to a different famous
personality of the Turkic World each year. One of the most important decisions taken in
the aforesaid meeting was the decision of the Republic of Tatarstan to participate in the

meetings as an observer member with Azerbaijan’s proposal.

The council members, who met for the third time in Almaty, Kazakhstan after the Baku
meeting, gave an institutional structure to the relations among Turkic Republics with the
“Agreement on the Principles of Establishment and Operation of TURKSOY” signed on
July l2th,1993, to establish a UNESCO-like international cultural cooperation

organization to “protect, enrich and promote” the Turkic culture (Turksoy.org, n.d.).”

In the final declaration it is stated that TURKSOY is neither a political nor a regional
organization, and that it is open to all countries and communities of Turkic origin in
terms of membership. The final declaration further states that the aim of the organization
is “to support the harmonious development of all traditional and regional cultures of
ethnic Turkic communities living in the Middle East, Caucasus, Central Asia, Balkans,
China and the Mediterranean region”. The statement was signed by the term coordinator
of TURKSOY Polad Biilbiiloglu and his successor Erkegali Rahmediyev (Tiirk Dili

Konusan Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 Konseyi Sonug Bildirgesi, 1993).

In this historic meeting held in Almaty members of the Permament Council unanimously

decided that Bashkortostan should join TURKSOY as a member with observer status

¥ TURKSOY also declared the year of Magtumguly Pyragy, the Turkmen philosopher
and poet, in commemoration of the 290" anniversary of his birthday in 2014.

’ TURKSOY’s name has been given by the minister of Culture of Azerbaijan, Polad
Biilbiiloglu.

25



upon the proposal of Kazakhstan. It was also decided that the member states should pay
an annual contribution fee of at least USD 10,000 in order to pursue TURKSOY’s
activities, and that the next meeting should be held in Bishkek in December 1993 upon
proposal of Kyrgyzstan (Tiirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 Konseyi Sonug

Bildirgesi, 1993).

However, the next meeting could not be held in Bishkek as planned and was held in
Marmaris, Turkey between February 17"-18", 1994. The ongoing wars in Azerbaijan
and Bosnia and Herzegovina were one of the agenda items of this meeting. The tradition
initiated by the council as the announcement of 1993 as Fuzuli in the 550" year and of
1994 as Ulug Bey in the 600" year were some of the highlights of the meeting
(Cumhuriyet, 1994). As to the year 1995, the council decided that it should be declared
as the Year of Manas and Mevlana, and that the 150™ year of Kazakh philosopher Abay
should be commemorated in all TURKSOY member countries, because of the 1000™
anniversary of the Manas legend and UNESCO’s declaration of 1995 as the “Year of
Tolerance” (Atikoglu, 1994). Other decisions included organizing various events in the
TRNC, which was isolated from the international community at the time, and in

: 10
Bashkortostan and Tatarstan, which were new observer members.

One of the important results of this meeting in terms of the history of TURKSOY was the
decision taken on organization of Nowruz celebrations every year, which later became
the trademark of TURKSOY. The consensus reached for the adoption of Nowruz in all
TURKSOY member countries has played a key role in the initiation of Nowruz

celebrations in Turkey and the adoption of Nowruz feast today by the masses. At the

" TURKSOY is likely to be seen as a structure to eliminate international isolation of
TRNC by the Turkey since its establishment. TRNC has taken part in the meetings of the
organization and many decisions regarding to its activities.
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term meeting in 1994, another resolution, which can be considered as the first step
towards the celebration of cultural capital of the Turkic World, was also signed. This
initiative is still being carried out by TURKSOY today. During this meeting the cities of
Bukhara, Khiva, Istanbul and Merv were declared as common cultural cities by
TURKSOY.'' It was also decided to organize the next meeting in Bishkek in June 1994
and the 6" meeting to be held in Ashgabat in November 1994 (Tiirk Dili Konusan

Ulkeler Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 4. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirgesi, 1994).

During the 5™ Term Meeting held in Bishkek on July 1™-4", 1994, the organization chart
of TURKSOY proposed by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Turkey and was
accepted. In this meeting, Polad Biilbiiloglu (from Azerbaijan) was appointed as Director
General to TURKSOY for 3 years.'” The requirement for member states to send
candidates to Turkey’s headquarters in Ankara by October 1%, 1994 was also included in

the concluding declaration (Senkdken, 1994).

The next meeting was held in Ashgabat between May 27-29", 1995, although delayed by
the originally scheduled date. The council members welcomed the fact that the
participating heads of state referred to TURKSOY’s succesfull work and expressed their
appreciation, as suggested in the final declaration of the Summit of Heads of State of
Turkic Speaking States held in Istanbul on October 18-19",1994. In this meeting, various
decisions were taken in order to deepen cooperation in the fields of fine arts, sports and

tourism (TURKSOY Kiiltiir Bakanlar1 6. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 1995).

" The city of Merv and Khiva would be selected as the Cultural Capital of the Turkic
World in the following years.

'2 The title of General Directorate of TURKSOY was later changed to Secretary General
of TURKSOY.
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The 7" Term Meeting was held in Ankara on March 19"-20"™, 1996, approximately 10
months after the last meeting. Alain Hancock, director of Central Asia and Eastern
Europe Development Programme from UNESCO, attended the meeting as an observer
where the signing of an agreement between UNESCO and TURKSOY was on the agenda
as part of the cooperation initiatives of TURKSOY and UNESCO (Cumhuriyet, 1996).
As a matter of fact, a cooperation agreement was signed between the two organizations in
June 1996. The timing of this meeting coincided with the Nowruz celebrations. The
decision to celebrate Nowruz holiday in all TURKSOY member countries was
implemented for the first time at the Marmaris meeting back in 1994. Goverment
representatives of Tyva, Khakasia and Sakha/Yakutia who came to Ankara to participate
in the meeting also enjoyed the celebration of Nowruz in Turkey (TURKSOY Kiiltiir

Bakanlar1 7. Dénem Toplantisi, 1996).

The 8" Term Meeting was held in Baku, Azerbaijan on November 6-8™, 1996. With this
meeting, it was observed that the decisions taken at the Summits of Heads of State of
Turkic Speaking States are reflected in TURKSOY activities. TURKSOY was
commissioned to conduct a calendar study of Turkic history and culture. At this meeting,
with the proposal of the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, it was agreed
that the Republic of Khakassia and the Republic of Tyva should be included in
TURKSOY with observer status (TURKSOY Bakanlar Konseyi 8. Dénem Toplantist

Sonug Bildirisi, 1996).

The 9™ Term Meeting was held on September 28-29", 1997 in Almaty, the former capital
of Kazakhstan. In the meeting the task of preparing the calendar given to TURKSOY
decided earlier at the Summits of the Heads of Turkic Speaking States, was discussed and

it was decided that an extraordinary meeting in Turkey in the first half of November 1997
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had to be held, as the work did not reach the desired level. With this meeting, Polad
Biilbiiloglu, who completed his 3-year, was re-elected as Directory General of
TURKSOY for another term. At the meeting, the appointment of Ziya Yilmazer, who
was recommended to be the Deputy General Manager of TURKSOY by the Republic of
Turkey, was approved. The ordinary meeting was decided to be held in Turkey in the
spring of 1998 (Tiirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Daimi Konseyi 9. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug

Bildirisi, 1997).

The 10™ Term Meeting was held in Antalya, Turkey on June 17"-19" 1998,
simultaneously with the organization’s 5™ anniversary celebrations. In this meeting,
member states aggreed on sending one expert to TURKSOY. The celebration of the 75"
anniversary of the founding of the Republic of Turkey in TURKSOY member states and
the celebration of the 70™ anniversary of Kyrgyz author Cengiz Aytmatov in cooperation
with Turkey and Kyrgyzstan were among the topics included in the meeting’s final
statement. The Kyrgyz Republic proposed that the 12" meeting be held simultaneously
with the 70" anniversary celebrations of Cengiz Aytmatov (in May 1999) and this
proposal was viewed positively by the members. As a matter of fact, they expressed their
wish to include activities to be carried out in their respective countries in the near future
in the agenda of TURKSOY. This can be understood as a tangible sign of member
countries’ appreciation regarding TURKSOY’s efforts. At this meeting, TURKSOY was
given the task of establishing a common art ensemble called the TURKSOY International
Folk Dance Ensamble (TURKSOY Daimi Konsey 10. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi,

1998).

The 11" Term Meeting was held between December 15th-16th, 1998 in Kazan, the capital

of the Republic of Tatarstan. When the final reports of this meeting are examined, it can
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be inferred that there have been difficulties in the payment of contributions. Likewise,
this issue was listed first in the meeting’s final report. At the same meeting, a decision
was taken on the construction of the Headquarter of TURKSOY in Ankara, another
important issue in TURKSOY’s history (Cumhuriyet, 1998). In the meeting, where
Chuvash, Gagauzia (Moldova) and Sakha/Yakutia representatives participated in for the
first time as observers, an unprecedented joint effort was made to list the cultural heritage
of one of its member countries on the World Cultural Heritage List (TURKSOY Daimi

Konseyi 11. Donem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 1998).

The 12" Term Meeting was held in Bishkek on May 25 -26"™, 1999. At the meeting where
decisions were made about the various cultural activities to be discussed under the title of
TURKSOY activities, it was decided to provide financial support for the repair of the
museum house in the Talas province, where Cengiz Aytmatov was born. The ministers of
culture of TURKSOY member states were invited to the 6™ Summits of the Heads of
Turkic Speaking States which was to be held in Azerbaijan on June 14™-15", 1999 on the

occasion of 1300™ anniversary of the Dede Korkut Saga.

The 13™ Term Meeting was held in Ankara on November 30" — December 1%, 1999.
Since the year 2000 was recognized as the Year of Peace by UNESCO, the members of
the council issued a similar document called the 21* Century Declaration at this meeting
(21. Yiizyll TURKSOY Bildirgesi, 2000). When the final report of this meeting was
examined, it is observed that TURKSOY was succesful in developing international
cooperation in various fields. However, due to problems in terms of language, the issue
of participation of experts from TURKSOY member countries in language courses in
Turkey has often been raised at meetings of culture ministers. As a solution to this

problem, it was decided to employ the personnel of the member countries’ ministries of
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culture in temporary assignments at TURKSOY headquarters for 3 months alternately
(Tirkge Dil Kuslari, 2000). At the 13" term meeting, it was also decided to organize the
TURKSOY Painters’ Gatherings held in Turkey for the first time in that period. This
gathering then became one of the traditional activities of TURKSOY. It was also decided
that exhibitions would be opened which would present the works of these gatherings to
the whole world. Additionally, in order to enable the creation of works that promote
Turkic cultural identity in the world, the decision was taken at this meeting to award the
TURKSOY Grand Art Prize and to issue the TURKSOY journal, which would be
instrumental in the documentation of the organization’s work."> Another point that is
worth mentioning in the conclusion statement of the 13" term meeting was that the
members of the Permanent Council expressed their regret about the earthquake which hit
Turkey that year and expressed their solidarity with Turkey (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi

13. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 1999).

The 14™ term meeting was held on June 02"-03" 2000 in Ufa, the capital of the
Republic of Bashkortostan. Council members who decided that Painters’ Gatherings of
TURKSOY should take place every year, also decided to award succesful painters with
the Special Painting Prize of TURKSOY. The Grand Art Award of TURKSOY, which
was mentioned in the previous meeting, decided to be given every two years in the fields
of theatre, painting, sculpture, drawing and decorative arts, architecture, performing arts,
etc. under the name of “International TURKSOY Award”. During this meeting, the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey proposed to organize a week
of Turkic Language and Culture at the headquarters of UNESCO. The celebrations of the

1500™ year anniversary of Turkestan and the 3000™ anniversary of Osh, which were

" Journal of TURKSOY has published more than 50 copies so far. Today, TURKSOY
publishes four issues per year.
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celebrated in 2000, were included in the meeting’s conclusion statement. In this meeting
Polad Biilbiiloglu was once again elected as the Director General of TURKSOY for the
years 2000-2003 (TURKSOY Daimi Konsey 14. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi,

2000).

The 15™ Term meeting was held in Baku between January 16th-17th, 2001. The event,
which was planned to be organized by UNESCO under the name of “Turkic Language
and Culture Week” at the previous meeting, was extended to 2002-2003 with this
meeting. In line with the decision taken at the 6" Summit of the Heads of States of
Turkic Speaking States, the joint calendar of Turkic history and civilization was decided
to be re-organized for 2002-2007. Upon the decision of the previous council, the Painting
Prize of TURKSOY was awarded to the work of the artist Chalida Shimova from the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan (TURKSOY Daimi Konsey 15. Dénem Toplantisi Sonug

Bildirisi, 2001).

The 16™ Term meeting was held in Izmir on June 27"-28", 2001. In the speech he
delivered at the 7" Summit Meeting of the Heads of States of Turkic Speaking States
held in Istanbul on April 26th-27th, 2001, the Director General Polad Biilbiiloglu made a
presentation on activites carried out by TURKSOY (Tiirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Devlet
Bascilariin 7. Zirvesinde TURKSOY Genel Miidiirii, Azerbaycan Kiiltiir Bakan1 Polad
Biilbiiloglu’nun Konugmasi, 2001). The appreciation of the heads of states regarding
activities carried out by TURKSOY was welcomed in the final declaration of this
meeting. Trying to deepen the cooperation with UNESCO on the one hand, TURKSOY
tried to increase its communication with other organizations that served the same
purposes during those years. In this context, it is observed that the ministers of culture

added the necessity of establishing communication with the Council of Europe and
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academic institutions within TURKSOY to the meeting’s final declaration (TURKSOY

Daimi Konsey 16. Donem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2001).

The 17" Term Meeting was held on January 28"-30", 2002 in Almaty, instead of the
Turkestan city stated by the decision taken at the previous meeting. At this meeting, it
was decided that the International TURKSOY Award, amounting to USD 15000, should
be given to Viktor Bhutanayev, a well-known scientist of the Republic of Khakassia. The
Painting Award of TURKSOYof USD 1000 was decided to be given to the Azerbaijani
painter Resat Mehdiyev who participated in the 4™ Painters’ Gathering of TURKSOY

(TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 17. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2002).

The 18" Term Meeting was held in Istanbul and Ankara on July 16th-l7th, 2002, on the
occasion of the 10" anniversary of TURKSOY’s establishment. In addition to the
member states, the ministers of culture of the Russian Federation, the Sakha/Yakutia and
Altay Republic, as well as famous artists and intellectuals participated in the celebrations.
In the first 10 years, TURKSOYs activities concentrated mostly on its member countries
since the organization attached a great importance on fostering relations and exchanging
experience among the Turkic World. In the speech he delivered at the 10" year
celebration, Polat Biilbiiloglu, then Director General of TURKSOY said the following
regarding the success achieved by the organization: “there is no international activity in
our countries where TURKSOY is not involved” (Sengiil, Aliyev and Davletov, 2003).
At this meeting, “the 10™ Annual Declaration” was adopted, dedicated to all countries of
the world. In line with the decision made at the previous meeting, the first International

TURKSOY Award was presented to Viktor Bhutanayev during these celebrations. In the
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10™ anniversary of the organization, a groundbreaking ceremony was also held at the

location of its headquarters today (Miilazimoglu, 2002)."

The 19" Term Meeting was held in Baku between February 05"-06", 2003. The Altai
and Sakha/Yakutia Republics joined TURKSOY as member states with an observer
status. At this meeting, it was decided that the Painting Award of TURKSOY should be
given to Aleksey Ulturgasev, a painter from the Republic of Khakasia. In the minutes of
the meeting, it was observed that efforts were continuing in the cooperation with
UNESCO on the protection of intangible cultural heritage of TURKSOY member

countries (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 19. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2003).

The 20™ Term Meeting was held between September 22723 2003 in Ufa,
Bashkortostan. With this meeting, Polad Biilbiiloglu was once again elected as Director
General. During the aforesaid meeting, Dusen Kasseinov, the current Secretary General
who was the Minister of Culture of Kazakhstan back then, took over the position of the
Term Coordinator of TURKSOY (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 20. Dénem Toplantis

Sonug Bildirisi, 2003).

The 21% session was held in Astana between July 14™-15", 2004. Together with this
meeting, it was approved to replace Ziya Yilmaz, who was appointed deputy general
manager of TURKSOY on November Sth, 2003, with Canbolat Hakan Arslan. It was also
decided to award the International TURKSOY Award to the Finnish-Turkish Society. It
was decided that the 2003 Painting Award of TURKSOY should be given to Dimitri
Mete Savattin from Gagauzia (Moldova). The decision to set up a center within

TURKSOY to carry out studies in the field of Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage

'* TURKSOY Headquarter is located in Or-an district, Ankara. The building is
constructed by the Azerbaijani architect Cafer Giyasi in a traditional otag form.
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was another prominent step taken in this meeting (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 21.

Donem Toplantist Sonug Bildirisi, 2004).

The 22" Term Meeting was held in Kazan on May 30™-June 01, 2005 as part of the
1000™ anniversary celebrations of Kazan. It is noted that the cooperation agreement
between 2005-2008 with the European-Asian Humanitarian Academy was ratified at this
meeting. In this meeting the practice of ratification of the agreements signed by the
organization in the council has been adopted for the first time. The Painting Award of
TURKSOY of 2004 was given to the Khakas painter, Aleksandr Kotojekov (TURKSOY

Daimi Konseyi 22. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2005).

The 23" Term Meeting was held in Ankara on December 18"-19"™, 2006. This meeting
was held together with the opening of the TURKSOY Headquarter. The Heads of States
of Turkic Speaking States emphasized that they once again appreciated the work of
TURKSOY as they did at the 8" summit meeting. Polad Biilbiiloglu was not able to
attend this meeting due to health problems and this was included in the result reports of
the meeting. In line with the decision made at the previous meeting, the members of the
council evaluating the annual report of the coordinator of the International Center for
Cultural Heritage of Turkic Peoples approved the establishment of a stationary center in
Baku upon the proposal of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan.
Furthermore, the proposal to award the Painting Award of TURKSOY to Murat
Hocaguliyev from Turkmenistan, who participated in the 8" Painters’ Gathering of
TURKSOQY, and to organize a one-week seminar in Ankara for the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey to train experts in the field of tangible and

intangible cultural heritage was accepted.
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Together with this meeting, it was agreed that the persons who will be appointed to the
office of the General Directorate of TURKSOY should not be ministers and that the
director general should serve for two consecutive terms at most. Due to Polad
Biilbiiloglu’s active duty as the Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan during the period of his
work in TURKSOY, the organization had some difficulities because of his absence.
Considering that the activities will be mostly realized in the newly opened headquarter,
23" Term Coordinator, Minister of Culture of Turkey Atilla Kog continued his term.
Election of the General Director was also postponed to the 24™ Term Meeting

(TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 23. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2006).

The 24™ Term Meeting was held in Ankara again on May 27"-28" 2008. In this
meeting, Dusen Kasseinov was elected as the general manager of TURKSOY for the
years of 2008-2011 by unanimous vote. With this meeting, the appointment of Firat
Purtas as Deputy Director General of TURKSOY was also approved. Furthermore, it was
decided that the International TURKSOY Award should be given every 5 years and the
9™ Painting Award of TURKSOY should be given to Andrei Chikachev from the
Sakha/Yakutia (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 24. Dénem Toplantist Sonu¢ Bildirisi,

2008)."

The 25™ Term Meeting was held in Bishkek on October 25"-26", 2008. TURKSOY’s
cooperation with UNESCO, ISESCO (Islamic Education, Science and Culture
Organization), and IRCICA (Islamic History, Art and Culture Research Center) as well
as local structures such as the Union of Municipalities of the Turkic World (Tirk

Diinyas1 Belediyeler Birligi) and Eurasian Authors’ Union (Avrasya Yazarlar Birligi)

" Firat Purtas served between the years of 2008-2019 and left this position to Bilal
Cakict in 2019.
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was appreciated by the members of the Permanent Council. The 3™ International
TURKSOY Award, which was given to Kyrgyz author Cengiz Aytmatov at the 24"
Term Meeting, was presented to the author’s wife and the Painting Award of TURKSOY
was given to the Kyrgyz Painter Adilbek Bayterekov during the meeting (TURKSOY

Daimi Konseyi 25. Déonem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2008).

The 26" Term Meeting was held in Baku on October 16™-17", 2009. This meeting was a
historic one in the institutionalization of relations among the countries of the Turkic
World. A number of amendments to the TURKSOY legislation were also adopted in the
meeting’s final statement expressing support for the Nakhichevan Declaration adopted at
the Summit of Heads of States of Turkic Speaking States held on October 3™, 2009. It
was agreed to change the name of the organization as the International Organization of
Turkic Culture, to change the office of the General Directorate as the Secretariat General,
and to renew the definition of the country expert as the representative of the member
country. The adoption of the TURKSOY legislation in accordance with the national
legislation of the member states was also included in the meeting’s final statement. At the
meeting where it was decided to award the Painting Award of TURKSOY to the Uzbek
painter Ortikbay Kazakov, the member state contributions were fixed at $ 200000 for the
founding countries and $ 50000 for the observer countries. In this meeting, 2010 was
declared as the Year of Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan as part of the commemorative years,
which became traditional as of today (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 26. Dénem Toplantisi

Sonug Bildirisi, 2009).

The 27" Term Meeting was held on May 18", 2010 in the city of Komrat, located in
Gagauzia (Moldova). As part of the commemorative years, 2011 was declared as the

Year of the Tatar poet Abdullah Tuqay at this meeting. In these years, it is seen that the
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Nowruz celebrations have reached out beyond the boundaries of the Turkic World and
that TURKSOY has tried to carry out international activities outside its member
countries. In this context, the Permanent Council of TURKSOY decided to hold an event
at the United Nations Headquarters (New York) to promote the Nowruz holiday on
March 21%,2011. It was ~ further decided that the Painting Award of TURKSOY should
be awarded to Radun Marsenic, a painter from Montenegro. During this period, when
cultural and art activities were gaining momentum, TURKSOY Special Awards were
planned and budgets were determined in different categories in order to foster cultural

relations (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 27. Dénem Toplantist Sonug Bildirisi, 2010)."°

The 28" Term Meeting was held in Antalya on November 24™-25" 2010. The “Cultural
Capital of the Turkic World” practice proposed by TURKSOY at the Summit of Heads
of State of Turkic Speaking States held in Istanbul on September 14-15", 2010 was
adopted at this summit and Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, was chosen as Cultural
Capital of the Turkic World for 2012 (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 28. Dénem Toplantist

Sonug Bildirisi, 2010).

The 29™ Session was held in Astana on September, 20™-21"™ 2011. At this meeting,
Dusen Kasseinov was re-elected as Secretary General. The members of the council
decided to declare 2012 as the Year of the Khakas historian Nikolay Katanov, and after
Astana, Turkey’s Eskisehir province was chosen as Cultural Capital of the Turkic World

for 2013. In 2011, the council decided to pursue the wide-scale celebration of Nowruz

' Different types of awards and their amounts are as follows: Painting Prize: USD 3,000
Ural Mono Special Award (Bashkortostan RF): USD 3000 Ballet Special Award
(Turkey): Euro 3,000, Gold Pulpit Special Award (Tatarstan RF): USD 3,000, Cir Cayan
Special Award (Khakas): USD 3,000, Rudolf Nuriyev Special Award (Bashkortostan RF,
Tatarstan RF): USD 3,000, Eastern Market Special Prize (Crimea): USD 5,000, Singing
Competition Award: USD 3,000, Cultural Heritage Restoration Award: USD 3,000,
Photography Award: USD 3,000.
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held in the United Nations in different countries and recommended that the contributions
paid to TURKSOY be increased to $ 300000 for the founding members and § 75000 for
the observer members (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 29. Doénem Toplantist Sonug

Bildirisi, 2011).

The 30™ Term Meeting was held once again in Ufa on September 7%, 2012. Two days
before this meeting, participants also inagurated the first TURKSOY chair in the national
university of Ufa. Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan, was unanimously elected as Cultural
Capital of the Turkic World of 2013. The Permanent Council declared 2013 as the year
of Mukan Tulebayev within the framework of the commemoration of the 100™
anniversary of his birthday as part of the annual commemorative years (TURKSOY

Daimi Konseyi 30. Déonem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2012).

The 31% Term Meeting was held on October 19-2*!, 2013 in Ankara, in TURKSOY
Headquarters. This was the first time that TURKSOY hosted a Permanent Council
Meeting. The meeting, which was held in Ankara on the occasion of the 20" anniversary
of TURKSOY, was attended by the ministers of culture as well as by representatives of
institutions and organizations related to TURKSOY."” In the meeting, it was decided to
give the Painting Award of TURKSOY to Khakas painter Vitaly Kizlasov. Furthermore,
the year 2014 was declared both as the year of Magtumguly Pyragy within the
framework of the commemoration of the 290" anniversary of his birthday; and the year
of Kyrgyz poet Toktogul Satylganov within the framework of the commemoration of the

150" anniversary of his birthday. With this meeting, TURKSOY dedicated its

7 Representatives of Turkic Council, Turkic Academy, Turkic Culture and Heritage
Foundation and Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic Speaking States were present at
this meeting.
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commemoration year to two different people for the first time (TURKSOY Daimi

Konseyi 31. Donem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2013).

The 32™ Term Meeting was held in Kazan on November 21, 2014. Secretary General
Dusen Kasseinov was appointed once again for the years of 2014-2017 at this meeting.
According to the meeting’s final declaration, Merv city of Turkmenistan was chosen as
Cultural Capital of the Turkic World for 2015. As part of the commemorative years, a
name was chosen from Turkey for the first time. Indeed, TURKSOY declared 2015 as
the year of Haldun Taner in the 100" anniversary of his birth and Semen Kadyshev in the
130" anniversary of his birth upon decision of the Ministers of the Permanent Council

(TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 32. Dénem Toplantist Sonug Bildirisi, 2014).

The 33" Term Meeting was held in Merv City on November 26", 2015. According to the
decisions reflected in the final report of this meeting, the city of Sheki, Azerbaijan was
selected as Cultural Capital of the Turkic World 2016 and with the proposal of
Kyrgyzstan, 2016 was declared as the Year of Yusuf Khass Hajib in the member states of
TURKSOY (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 33. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2015).
Furthermore, all events and activities carried out by the International Organization of
Turkic Culture in 2016 were dedicated to the 25™ anniversary of the Independence of
Turkic Republics of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan

(Turganbayev, 2017).

The 34™ Term Meeting was held in Sheki on December 1%, 2016. At this meeting, the
city of Turkistan, Kazakhstan was selected as Cultural Capital of the Turkic World of
2017 and the year 2017 was declared as the Year of Mullah Penah Vagif, due to the
3000™ anniversary of his birth. In terms of the financial issues, contributions were agreed

to be increased to § 1.5 million for Turkey, $ 500000 each for Azerbaijan and
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Kazakhstan, $ 300000 for Kyrgyzstan and $ 100000 for other countries (TURKSOY

Daimi Konseyi 34. Donem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2016).

The 35" Term Meeting was held on December Sth, 2017 in Turkistan, Kazakhstan. At
this meeting the city of Kastamonu, Turkey was declared as Cultural Capital of the
Turkic World of 2018. TURKSOYs activities which were dedicated to one name in the
previous years and then to two names, were dedicated to three different names with the
decision taken at this year’s meeting. In line with the proposals, it was decided that 2018
would be declared as the year of Gara Garayev in its 100" anniversary of birth, Magcan
Cumabayev in its 125" anniversary of birth and Cengiz Aytmatov in its 90" anniversary
of birth. During this meeting, Dusen Kasseinov was once again elected as Secretary
General for the period 2017-2020 (TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 35. Dénem Toplantist

Sonug Bildirisi, 2017).

As of 2019, the 36™ Term meeting was the last meeting. It was held in Kastamonu on
December 18", 2018. At this meeting, Osh, the historical province of Kyrgyzstan, was
chosen as Cultural Capital of the Turkic World for 2019. As part of the commemorative
years, the year 2019 was announced as the Azerbaijani poet Imadeddin Nesimi in its
650" anniversary and Turkish poet Asik Veysel in its 125 anniversary of their birth

(TURKSOY Daimi Konseyi 36. Dénem Toplantis1 Sonug Bildirisi, 2018).

When the 36 meetings held in the last 27 years are looked at, it is seen that the meetings
held every 6 months in the first period were held once a year in the later periods. All of
the constituent countries participated in the meetings of the organization, which has been
working with 2 senior managers so far. In terms of participation in the meetings,
irregularities were also seen, especially regarding the levels and frequency of

participation of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Although Turkmenistan has participated
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more regularly than Uzbekistan in these meetings, it one time attended a meeting in
Ankara at the level of the ambassador. The proceedings of the meeting further state that
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan did not sign the resolutions in some meetings. Due to the
difficulties in signing the resolutions, the organization presented the results of the
meeting in a separate copy with the signatures of the term coordinators. In the early
years, the attendance of ministers was more regular, afterwards, it was pointed out that
the deputy ministers or the undersecretaries were attending the meetings by proxy to the

ministers on a periodic basis.

The Permanent Council Meetings were hosted 12 times by Turkey, 6 times by
Azerbaijan, 6 times by Kazakhstan, 3 times by Kyrgyzstan, Tatarstan and Bashkortostan,
2 times by Turkmenistan and 1 time by Gagauzia (Moldova). As a result of the meetings
of the Permanent Council of TURKSOY, which is the highest decision-making body,
consisting of the ministers of culture of the member states, today the TURKSOY has
become an international organization that unites 14 Turkic-speaking states and
communities under its auspices. At the recent Summit of Cooperation Council of Turkic
Speaking States held in Baku on the concept of Turkic speaking countries, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, the founding president of the Republic of Kazakhstan, proposed the use of

the term “Turkic States” rather than “Turkic Speaking States” (Yenicag, 2019).

To date, the Permanent Council Meetings held by TURKSOY brought about many
decisions on the alignment of cultural policies and the development of cultural
cooperation between countries identified as kindred countries. The meetings which
established TURKSOY and contributed to the development of the relations within the

Turkic World in an institutional structure have also provided the recognition of
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TURKSOY as a platform for the strengthening both multilateral and bilateral cooperation

among the Turkic Republics.

When these meetings are looked at, some of the activities that TURKSOY maintained
during the historical period are worth mentioning. The most promient among these
activities are the Nowruz celebrations, commemorative years announcements and the
announcement of Cultural Capital of the Turkic World. The agenda of the meetings held
together with the establishment of the institutional structure of the organization was
followed in the usual way and the member states expressed their proposals at meetings as
a result of their year-long work and tried to increase their position in the activities of the
organization. Painters’ Gatherings, Photographers’ Gatherings and Opera Days can be
given as examples of other activities that have become traditional in the period elapsed

since the establishment of the organization.

As mentioned at the 10" term meeting held in 1998, TURKSOY was requested to
establish an art ensemble. In line with its commitment to duties assigned to it,
TURKSOY even did more and created three art ensembles, namely the Youth Chamber
Orchestra of TURKSOY (2010), the Youth Choir of TURKSOY (2015) and the
Orchestra of Traditional Instruments of TURKSOY (2018). In addition to its many
cultural, artistic and scientific activities, the organization has supported the efforts of
different institutions and organizations, and signed cooperation agreements with many
regional and international actors. Before addressing the issues mentioned above in detail,
however, it would be appropriate to mention the Nowruz celebrations, another major

activity that is associated with TURKSOY.
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3.2. TURKSOY and Nowruz

Nowruz, known as the herald of spring and the new day, is an ancient feast symbolizing
plentifulness, abundance, vitality, love, brotherhood, sharing, peace and friendship that
nature offers to people (Durbilmez, 2003). Nowruz, a spring festival cherished not only
by the Turkic people but also by many people living in the Northern Hemisphere, is
being celebrated today worldwide partially due to the initiatives of TURKSOY. Indeed,
upon the proposal of TURKSOY member countries (Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey) and Iran, Pakistan and India, Nowruz was included in the UNESCO
“Intangible Cultural Heritage List” in 2009 and became an international holiday with the
bill adopted at the United Nations General Assembly on February 23, 2010. According
to this bill, the date of March 21*, has been declared as “International Nowruz Holiday”

all over the world (Un.org, n.d.).

TURKSOY, which has organized Nowruz celebrations in Turkey since 1995, with the
initiatives of Dusen Kasseinov, who took office in 2008, organized a celebration of
Nowruz outside the TURKSOY member countries for the first time in 2010. With the
participation of over 100 artists from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey,
Tatarstan (RF), Bashkortostan (RF), Tyva (RF) and Gagauzia (Moldova), Nowruz
celebration of TURKSOY took place in UNESCO headquarters in Paris. The
celebrations, which were carried out with the active contribution of the Permanent
Representatives of TURKSOY Member Countries to UNESCO, turned out to be the
most widely attended celebration prepared. After UNESCO announced the year 2009 the
International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures, TURKSOY took the opportunity
and organized Nowruz celebrations in New York in 2010 with a wider number of

participants. The most important address of the Nowruz celebrations in 2011, where the
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participation of nearly 150 artists from 11 countries was recorded, was the United

Nations Headquarter (Purtas, 2010).

UN General Assembly Hall, home to historic resolutions, was assigned to TURKSOY on
March 24th, 2011 and prior to the celebrations, Mehmet Ali Sahin, the President of the
Turkish Grand National Assembly (TBMM), Joseph Deiss, the President of the United
Nations General Assembly, and TURKSOY Secretary General Dusen Kasseinov
delivered their speeches describing Nowruz. During the press conference, TURKSOY
Deputy Secretary General Firat Purtas stated that Nowruz celebrations were forbidden
during the Soviet era and that they could not reach large masses due to their politicization
in Turkey. Purtas further stated that Nowruz had attained its true character through the

efforts of TURKSOY (S1vgin Diindar, 2011).

In terms of the Nowruz celebrations organized by the organization, it is observed that the
most widely attended celebrations were those held in Turkey. The interest and
participation of the state leaders in these celebrations have also been intense. The
tradition started when Turkish President Abdullah Giil accepted representatives of the
groups who came to Turkey to participate in the TURKSOY Nowruz celebrations in
2012 at the Cankaya Mansion. This tradition was continued by the next Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan; so the traditions of celebrating Nowruz, dating back centuries,

were remembered once again in Turkey with the support of these state leaders.

Turkey’s 11" President Abdullah Gul, who accepted TURKSOY artists at the

Presidential Palace in 2013, expressed the following words during the reception:

I consider you all to be ambassadors of culture and art. We are actually parts of a
great nation living in different states, communities. Your activities, your efforts,
will bring everyone closer together. Our common culture, our common traditions,

45



all our common feelings will unite each other much more. In that respect, I would
like to thank TURKSOY for its efforts (Abdullahgul.gen.tr, 2013).

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, also accepted TURKSOY artists from Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Moldova, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia
and Mongolia who came to Turkey on the occasion of the Nevruz events in 2016 and
expressed his wish that Nowruz would be instrumental in the unification and integration

of not only Eurasia but the entire family of the world populations (Tccb.gov.tr, 2016).

The Nowruz celebrations, especially the ones held in Turkey, turned out to be the first of
TURKSOY’s traditional activities. In the section of the TURKSOY promotional film
about Nowruz, it was stated that “Nowruz, which is the common heritage of humanity, is
delivered to the wide masses through the celebrations held in different countries with the
participation of hundreds of artists every year” especially making reference to the
organization’s efforts to promote Nowruz, which is considered an intangible cultural

heritage (Youtube.com, 2019).

TURKSOY organized Nowruz celebrations with the participation of artists from different
countries in Germany, Austria, Great Britain, Romania, Belgium and various Balkan
countries.® These celebrations were organized together with not only artists from
TURKSOY member countries but also artists from other countries of the world. This
became a key factor in the revival of the Nowruz tradition and its recognition all over the

world over the years.

¥ Beside member countries of TURKSOY, Nevruz celebrations were held in 2010 and
2015 in UNESCO Headquarters in Paris (France); in 2011 and 2016, the United Nations
General Assembly, New York (USA); in 2013, at Trinity College, Cambridge and
Westminster Hall, London (UK); in 2015, Stadhalle Miilheim, Cologne (Germany) and
the Royal Palace of Holfburg, Vienna (Austria); in 2016, Warner Theater, Washington
DC (USA); in 2017, Bucharest (Romania); In 2018 in the Balkan countries; in 2019
various cities of Germany and Belgium.
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3.3. Artistic Gatherings

These gatherings of TURKSOY bringing together photographers, opera singers, poets,
members of the media, theatre, dance and music groups, are called artistic gatherings.
One of the oldest artistic gatherings of the organization has been the Painters’ Gathering
of TURKSOY as it has been held every year since 1999. Painting Award of TURKSOY
was presented to a painting selected from among the works of the painters who
participated in these meetings. Within the scope of such meetings, 500 painters were
brought together and hundreds of work added to the TURKSOY collection. TURKSOY
continues to show these art pieces to art lovers through various exhibitions (TURKSOY

Faaliyet Raporu, 2019).

Another TURKSOY event that has become traditional over the years has been the Opera
Days. The event, held with the contribution of talented artists from TURKSOY member
countries, has been organized 22 times so far. All 22 Opera Days of TURKSOY since the
beginning took place in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Although
various concerts were held in different countries and cities within the scope of the event,
the common point of all 22 Opera Days was that their opening or closing concerts were
held in TRNC. Over the years, hundreds of artists from TURKSOY member countries
have participated in activities in TRNC. These activities including concerts as well as
master classes have helped participants to increase their artistic capacity. Opera Days of
TURKSOY are dedicated to opera singers from TURKSOY member countries such as

Kulas Bayseitova and Leyla Gencer (TURKSOY Faaliyet Raporu, 2019).

Photographers’ Gathering of TURKSOY was another event that became a tradition. In
2019, the 16™ meeting was organized. Within the framework of Cultural Capitals of the

Turkic World, photographers from TURKSOY member countries have come together
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every year in the selected city. Works, resulting from these gatherings have been
regularly published in catalogues of the organization and photography exhibitions of
TURKSOY have taken place in various parts of the world besides TURKSOY member

countries (Turksoy.org, 2019).

In addition to these activities, the TURKSOY has been regularly carrying out events such
as sculptors’ and composers’ gatherings along with congresses of literary journals of the
Turkic World, short story competitions and cultural heritage seminars every year since its

establishment.

Artistic gatherings that have been traditionally carried out every year fostered
communication among institutions of TURKSOY member countries and contributed to
exchange of repertoires and artists in the Turkic World. An example of this interaction is
the inclusion of the opera by the Kazakh composer Mukan Tolabeyev, “Birjan and Sara”
in the Turkish repertorie of Turkish Opera houses by the State Opera and Ballet of
Samsun, and the inclusion of “Arsin Mal Alan” the masterpiece of the famous
Azerbaijani composer Uzeyir Hajibeyli in the repertoire of operas in Kazakhstan.

(Haberler.com, 2014).

3.4. Cultural Capital of the Turkic World Practice

At the “10™ Summit of the Heads of Turkic Speaking States” held in Istanbul in 2010,
TURKSOY proposed to implement a similar project based on the example of the
European Capital of Culture. Hence, Astana which was declared Cultural Capital of the
Turkic World in 2012; to be followed by Eskisehir in 2013; Kazan in 2014; Merv in

2015; Sheki in 2016; Turkestan in 2017; Kastamonu in 2018 and Osh city in 2019.
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Todays, it is possible to suggest that there is a competition among the cities of TURKSOY
member countries to hold this title in its 9™ year. The high demand for this title can be
explained by the fact that the cities selected as Cultural Capital of the Turkic World host
many cultural and artistic events throughout the year. Within the scope of the practice,
artists, scholars and intellectuals from all over Turkic World contribute to the cultural
and artistic life of the chosen city through the contributions of TURKSOY as well as

other organizations working in cooperation with TURKSOY.

With this practice, it has become a tradition for Permanent Council Meetings of
TURKSOY to be held in the city which has been declared as cultural capital of culture.
The realization of the opening and closing events organized within the framework of
cultural capital project under the auspices of the heads of states has enabled this project

to be recognized worldwide (Purtas, 2019).

The initiative launched in order to contribute to cultural and artistic life of the cities, has
also enabled the cities with this title to become an attraction center in terms of tourism.
Janseyit Tuymebayev, the governor of Turkistan, Kazakhstan, which was declared
Cultural Capital of the Turkic World for 2017, stated that the number of people visiting

Turkistan has almost doubled compared to the previous year (Yeni Safak, 2017).

Similarly, the province of Kastamonu in Turkey, which held this title in 2018 saw the
number of visiting tourists considerably increasing compared to previous years thanks to

this initiative (Ntv.com.tr, 2019).

Although such data is not available yet for Osh, Cultural Capital of the Turkic World
2019, the Opening Ceremony of the Capital of Culture, which was broadcasted live by

many channels, raised great interest. In the speech he delivered at the opening ceremony
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of the Cultural Capital of the Turkic World, the President of the Kyrgyz Republic
Sooronbay Jeenbekov said, “Today the flags of the Turkic World are floating proudly in
Kyrgyz skies over the territory of Osh”. Sooronbay Jeenbekov further stated that guests
from 20 countries of the world came to Osh city, and expressed his gratitude to
TURKSOQY, for giving this meaningful title to Osh. The opening ceremony featuring a
concert with performances of more than 250 artists from 12 countries was followed by

many events held in Osh throughout the year (Turksoy.org, 2019).

Another aspect that has become traditional with this practice has been the organization of
traditional activities of TURKSOY in the cities selected as the cultural capital. In this
way, the organization has also provided more comprehensive recognition of such capitals
of the Turkic World. The fact that a city has the title of cultutal capital means that two
large events (opening and closing ceremonies), meeting of Culture Ministers of
TURKSOY member countries (Permanent Council of TURKSOY) and various
TURKSOY artistic meetings (photographers, painters, opera singers, etc.) are held in that

city.

Another traditional TURKSOY event that can be mentioned under this heading is the
TURKSOY Press Awards ceremony, which is held simultaneously with the cultural
capital ceremonies. Since 2010, the “TURKSOY Press Award” has been presented to
individuals and institutions who have contributed to the preservation of the rich cultural
heritage of the Turkic World and its transmition to future generations. So far this award
has been given to more than 200 people and institutions, including journalists as well as
television producers, news agents, newspapers and professionals who have been working
in the field of communication for the last 9 years. Winners of the Press Award of

TURKSOQOY are also invited to the opening ceremonies of the Cultural Capital of the
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Turkic World. Apart from member countries of TURKSOY, the Press Award of
TURKSOY has so far been presented to journalists and institutions from Dagestan (RF),

Bulgaria, Kosovo and North Macedonia (Turksoy.org, 2019).

3.5. Decleration of Commemorative Years and Commemoration Ceremonies

The organization of various activities aiming at the recognition of the valuable
personalities who have left their mark on the cultural and artistic life of the Turkic World
not only in TURKSOY member countries but also throughout the world make up an
important part of TURKSOY’s activities. Although the declaration of commemorative
years has only started in 2010, it appears in the proceedings of Permanent Council
Meetings that leading names have been remembered and honored since the very
beginning of these meetings. In addition to the commemorative years declared by
TURKSOQOY, annual reports of the organization show that hundreds of artists and

schollars of the Turkic World have been commemorated so far.

Upon the proposal of the ministers of culture of TURKSOY member countries and the
approval of the Permanent Council, the organization annually declares commemorative
years throughout which panels, meetings and concerts are held along with publications in
different languages. The list of these years are as follows: 2010 — Year of Zeki Velidi
Togan, the Bashkort scholar, in commemoration of the 120" anniversary of his birthday.
2011 — Year of Abdullah Tukay, the Tatar poet, in commemoration of the 125"
anniversary of his birthday. 2012 — Year of the Azerbaijani playwright Mirza Fatali
Ahundzade, in commemoration of the 200" anniversary of his birthday, and of the
Khakas Turcologist Nikolai Katanov in commemoration of the 150" anniversary of his
birthday. 2013 — Year of Mukan Tulebayev, the Kazak composer, in commemoration of

the 100™ anniversary of his birthday. 2014 — Year of Magtumguly Pyragy, the Turkmen
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philosopher and poet (290" anniversary) and of Toktogul Satylganov (150™ anniversary).
2015 — Year of Haldun Taner, the Turkish playwright (100" anniversary) and of Simion
Kadyshev, the famous Khakas author of legends (130" anniversary). 2016 — Year of
Yusuf Khass Hajib, the poet, scholar and philosopher (1000™ anniversary). 2017 — Year
of Molla Panah Vagif, the famous Azerbaijani author (300" anniversary). 2018 - Year of
Cengiz Aytmatov (90" anniversary), Year of Gara Garayev (100" anniversary) and Year
of Magjan Jumabay (125" anniversary). Finaly 2019 — Year of Asik Veysel (120"
anniversary) and Year of Imadeddin Nesimi (650" anniversary). Dusen Kasseinov,
Secretary General of TURKSOY, stated the reason for organizing these events as

follows:

We need to introduce the people who light our way to younger generations. This
is our top priority. So far, we have managed to introduce many important figures
who are not well known in the Turkic World such as Dina Nurpeyisova, the first
woman composer of the Turkic World which is one of the great values trained in
Kazakhstan; Kasim Amanjolov, the Kazakh poet; Abdullah Tukay, the most
brilliant representative of Tatar language and literatiire; Mirza Fatali Ahunzade,
the first playwright of Azerbaijan and the East; Ahmet Cevad, the national poet of
Azerbaijan; Ismail Semenov, Karachay Malkar folk poet; Magtumguly Pyragy,
first Turkmen philosopher and Nikolay Katanov the first Khakassian scientist.
We come together with our friends on the occasion of these efforts. We are once
again witnessing the richness of our cultural geography and transmitting our
cultural heritage to future generations through our activities (Kaseinov 2015,
p.22).

3.6. Art Ensembles of TURKSOY

There are three different art ensembles which were established upon the initiatives of
TURKSOY. The first of these ensembles is the Youth Chamber Orchestra of
TURKSOY, which brings together young artists in the field of classical music and was
founded in 2010. Members and the repertuare of the Youth Chamber Orchestra of
TURKSOY changes each year. In addition to world classics, orchestra’s repertoire

includes Turkish composers in order to introduce Turkish music and composers to the

52



world. Anvar Akbarov from Kazakhstan and Mustafa Mehmandarov from Azerbaijan
serve as conductors in the orchestra. Besides TURKSOY also has established the
Orchestra of Traditional Instruments composed of artists performing with traditional
instruments of its member countries. The orchestra takes the scene with differenet dance
ensambles. There is also the Youth Chamber Choir of TURKSOY, gathering
conservatory students of the Turkic World (Turksoy.org, 2019). The Youth Choir of
TURKSOY is composed of students from member countries of TURKSOY and perform
under the choirmaster of the Turkish Radio and Television Mrs. Elnara Karimova and the

choirmaster of the Philharmonic Choir of Kazakhstan Mrs. Gulmira Kuttybadamova.

The aim of the Youth Chamber Orchestra of TURKSOY is to reflect the musical
potential of Turkic Speaking peoples through the universal language of classical music,
and to enhance recognition of Turkic culture and composers of Turkic classical music.
To date, the orchestra, composed of talented young artists from TURKSOY member
countries, has given nearly 60 concerts worldwide including the United States of Ameria,
Germany, England, Italy, Scotland, France and Austria in addition to TURKSOY
member countries. The orchestra recorded 3 different albums dedicated to the 20"
anniversary of the independence of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan in 2011, dedicated to the 20™ anniversary of the founding of TURKSOY in
2013, and dedicated to the 25™ anniversary of the founding of TURKSOY in 2018

(TURKSOY Genglik Oda Orkestras1 Brosiirii, 2019).

The Orchestra of Traditional Instruments of TURKSOY, featuring instruments such as
dombra, baglama, kopuz, kemence, komuz, kil-kiyak, tar, nay, igil, kury and doyra from
TURKSOY member countries, was established in 2016 in order to introduce ethnic and

traditional music and instruments of the Turkic World to audiences worldwide. The
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orchestra, which consists of professional soloists, dancers and musicians working in
famous music and dance ensembles in various countries of Turkic World, has taken the
scene many times in TURKSOY member countries and performed in Nowruz
celebrations held in the historical General Assembly Hall of the United Nations. Most
recently, in the year 2019, the orchestra went on a tour in Japan. (TURKSOY Halk

Calgilar1 Orkestrast Brosiirii, 2018)

The Youth Choir of TURKSOY was established to foster exchanges of repertoires,
conductors and musicians among choirs of the Turkic World and to introduce Turkic
music to the world. The choir, featuring talented students from member countries of
TURKSOY, met for the first time in 2015. The Youth Choir of TURKSOY gathering
young artists of the Turkic World has achieved great success in a short time. With 3 gold
medals it won at the European Choir Games in 2015, the choir has become a great source
of pride for the Turkic World. In 2019, the Youth Choir of TURKSOY went on a tour
covering Balkan countries and European cities (TURKSOY Genglik Korosu Brosiirii,

2019).

3.7. Other Scientific, Cultural, Artistic and Sportive Activites

TURKSOY organizes many scientific, cultural, artistic and sporting events in addition to
the activities presented under various headings in this section. It also supports activities
organized by various international organizations, non-governmental organizations and

ministries of member countries with common goals.

One of TURKSOY’s outstanding scientific activities that should be mentioned in recent
years is the series of conferences dedicated to Pioneers of the Turkic World Including

people such as Hoca Ahmet Yesevi, Muhammed Hiiseyin Sehriyar, Alikul Osmanov,
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Konstantin Ivanov, Bekir Sitki Cobanzade, Zeynelabid Batirmurzayev, Alisir Nevai,
Cemal Mustafayev, Mehmet izzet Hattat, Estay Berkimbayuli, Kadriye Temirbulatova,
Necati Zekeriya and Cafer Cabbarli. Once every month, TURKSOY Headquarters host a
conference dedicated to the commemoration of such illustruios personalities of the
Turkic World. To date, these conferences brought together nearly 50 scholars and artists

from TURKSOY member countries.

Another scientific activity to be mentioned in this section is the series of meetings of
UNESCO National Commissions of TURKSOY member countries, which have been
dating back to 2008. With in the framework of annual seminars on Intangible Cultural
Heritage, the national commissions of TURKSOY member countries to UNESCO have
hold such meetings. The most recent of these meetings took place in Osh, Kyrgyzstan
during the opening ceremony of the Cultural Capital of the Turkic World 2019. Thanks
to these meetings, many items of tangible and intangible cultural heritage of the Turkic

World were included in the list of UNESCO (Unesco.org.tr, 2019).

As far as the artistic activities carried out by TURKSOY are concerned, concerts given
by many guest orchestras and artists every year as well as special projects such as the
Koroglu Opera'®, Yunus Emre Oratorio™, Birjan and Sara Opera®’ have fostered the

mobility of artists of the Turkic World (Youtube.com, 2019).

' Full video of Kéroglu Opera can be found online at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyFU6lmb_QU

20 Full video of the concert of Yunus Emre Oratorio can be found online at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pC4FCEFtVI

*! Full video of Birjan and Sara Opera can be found online at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QX35SD7EVE
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With 58 issues published so far TURKSOY’s journal is undoubtedly another strong
contribution of TURKSOY to the promotion of the Turkic culture and art through the
documentation of activities it carries out as well as through the publication of articles
dedicated to illustrious personalities of the Turkic World.

3.8. International Cooperation of TURKSOY with Other Organizations

The Turkic Council, the Turkic Academy, the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation
and the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries are sister organizations of
the Turkic World with which TURKSOY is in cooperation. Besides these organizations,
TURKSOY also cooperates with other international organizations such as UNESCO and
ISESCO which share the same principles and objectives. Since its establishment, it is
noted that TURKSOY has also worked in close cooperation with local governments,

universities and non-governmental organizations.

Currently known as the UNESCO of Turkic World, TURKSOY signed a cooperation
agreement with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) on June 08", 1996. As part of this agreement, both organizations agreed to
inform each other of their respective activities and made decisions on the consultation,
exchange of information and documents, as well as on mutual assistance in technical
matters. According to the agreement reached on mutual representation, both

organizations agreed to send representatives to the meetings of the highest-level decision-

making bodies (TURKSOY ile UNESCO Arasinda Anlasma, 1996).

Another agreement that is worth mentioning in terms of international cooperation activies
of TURKSOY carried out since its establishment, is the cooperation protocol signed
between TURKSOY and the International Islamic Organisation for Education, Culture

and Science (ISESCO) (ISESCO ve TURKSOY Arasinda Isbirligi Protokolii, 2011).
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With the protocols signed in 2011 and 2018, the cooperation of TURKSOY with
ISESCO has been successfully pursued through joint projects. The protocol signed on
April 8" 2011 in Baku determines co-working areas as follows: Intercultural, Inter
Civilizational and Interfaith Dialogue; Muslims in the West as well as Islamophobia and
all forms of religion-based discrimination. In 2018, TURKSOY and ISESCO agreed
upon a program of activities to be jointly carried out between 2019-2021. Hence,
TURKSOY and ISESCO will carry out 8 projects in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and the TRNC with a total budget
reaching USD 165,000 in this time frame (TURKSOY ve ISESCO Arasinda Isbirligi

Programi, 2018).

Another remarkable agreement in the history of TURKSOY was the one signed between
TURKSOY and the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation. The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed in Moscow on November 12" 2014. Areas of joint
activities set forth in the MoU cover music, theatre, museology, cultural heritage, dance
and painting amongst others. This memorandum states that the Ministry of Culture is the
party concerned in TURKSOY’s relations with the administrative units of the Russian
Federation. With this memorandum, the parties agreed upon mutual exchange of relevant
information on activities to be held in TURKSOY member countries and in the Russian
Federation as well as upon the realization of annual meetings of experts. Russian and
Turkish were identified as the language of mutual interaction.”> (TURKSOY ve RF

Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Arasinda Mutakabat Zapti, 2014).

> The effective date of the agreement in question expired however on December 31,
2017; no agreement was signed after that date.
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“The Host Country Agreement between TURKSOY and the Government of the Republic
of Turkey”, signed on February 4", 2010, is one of the other important agreements in
terms of the institutional structure of TURKSOY organization. This agreement provided
for the legal determination of privileges and immunities of TURKSOY and its staff
including, judicial Immunity, Building Immunity, Archive Immunity, Immunity from
Customs and Direct Taxes. Value Added Tax (VAT) Exemption also guarantees the
personal rights of the staff of TURKSOY. With the entry into force of this agreement, the
“Protocol On the Status of The TURKSOY Organization, Its National Representatives
And International Personnel” signed in Ankara on September 4", 1994 was abolished

(TURKSOY ile Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Arasinda Ev Sahibi Ulke Anlasmasi, 2010).

According to the documents in the archives of TURKSOY, the most recent cooperation
agreement signed by the organization was the one signed between TURKSOY and the
Hungarian Ministry of Human Capacities. Hungary, which became an observer member
of the Turkic Council in 2019, also strengthened its relations with TURKSOY and, as a
result, these relations gained an institutional dimension in 2019. Signed on December 9",
2019, the agreement is valid until December 31%, 2023 (TURKSOY ve Macaristan Insan

Kaynaklar1 Bakanlig1 Arasinda Mutabakat Zapti, 2019).

Since its establishment, TURKSOY has also cooperated with many educational
institutions within the framework of agreements it signed. These institutions are the
Keimyung University (South Korea), the Eastern Mediterranean University (TRNC),
Girne University (TRNC), the State Pedagogical University of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan),
the University of Haci Bayram Veli (Turkey), University of Komrat (Gagauzia),
Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University (Kyrgyzstan) and Al-Farabi Kazakh National

University (Kazakhstan).
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As a final note it was also be mentioned that as far as international relations are
concerned, TURKSOY Headquarters hosted visits of many delegations over the years.
The visit of the founding President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev to the Secretary
General of TURKSOY on October 23" 2009 was the first and only visit made to
TURKSOY at the level of the president of the member states. This visit of President
Nazarbayev, stood as a proof of the importance he attached to the organization. Indeed,
with his great efforts regarding Turkic cooperation former president of Kazakhstan is
considered as one of the pioneers in the development of ties among Turkic Republics.
(Kazakistan Cumhurbaskan1 Nursultan Nazarbayev TURKSOY Teskilatin1 Ziyaret Etti,
2010). In recognition of his strong contribution to the rapprochement of the Turkic
World, Nazarbayev was elected as the honorary president of the Turkic Council upon the
suggestion of the President of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the 7™

Summit of Turkic Council held in Baku in 2019.

Another high-level visit to TURKSOY over the years was that of former UNESCO
Director General Irina Bokova, who came to Turkey to attend the 7" Conference of
Ambassadors and establish official contacts upon invitation of Mr. Mevliit Cavusoglu,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey. The visit, which took place on
January 5™, 2015, was very important for TURKSOY as it was often referred to as the
UNESCO of the Turkic World at the time. During this visit, Director General Bokova
underlined that the cooperation between TURKSOY and UNESCO was approaching its
20™ anniversary and she expressed her happiness to be visiting TURKSOY Headquarters

within the framework of her first official visit in Turkey (Turksoy.org, 2015).
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CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSION

This study, which analyzes TURKSOY, an important cultural diplomacy organization,
consists of 4 chapters. In this context, it offers research of the place of the concept of
culture in the discipline of international relations, the emergence of the concept of soft
power and the relationship of cultural diplomacy with this concept, goals and
achievements of TURKSOY as the first Turkic cooperation organization and a cultural
diplomacy organization, the organization’s contributions to relations between the Turkic
peoples in general, and importance in Turkish foreign policy, in particular, to the

attention of the readers.

The first chapter of this study, which argues that TURKSOY is an instrumental actor in
both, the relations with Turkic peoples and attaining the goals of Turkish foreign policy,

includes the conceptual framework of the study and research questions.

Consequently, the second chapter of the study summarizes the transformation in Turkish
foreign policy before and after the independence of the Turkic republics and conveys the
journey of the institutionalization process of Turkic cooperation that led to TURKSOY

within the framework of foreign policy.

The detailed information about TURKSOY is given in Chapter 3 to reveal what an
important actor TURKSOY is in the field of cultural diplomacy, one of the most popular

elements of soft power.
60



Located in the geography that has seen the largest power struggle the history has ever
witnessed, Turkey had to incorporate soft power as a part of its foreign policy in the post-
Cold War period. In fact, in 1992, Turkey took the first steps in the field of cultural
diplomacy, which is one of the main pillars of soft power, as the foundation of
TURKSOY. In terms of Turkish foreign policy, this initiative, together with culture, one
of the three main sources of soft power, has been instrumental toward Turkey’s geo-

cultural hinterland extending from Central Europe to beyond the Caspian Sea.

One of the most widely used concepts in Turkish foreign policy in recent years is the
notion of a strong Turkey in the field and at the table. Success in the field can be
achieved more with hard power. On the other hand, in order to be successful at the table,
hard power alone is not enough. Public support is an important element that increases the
soft power, which can be increased through cultural diplomacy. States that have
discovered this use many innovative methods in order to express their rightfulness in
their policies and to gain public support (Alemdar, 2018). The ability of organizations

such as TURKSOY to communicate directly with the public is unique in this process.

Turkey has established relations with, gained membership and/or has promoted the
establishment of many international organizations within the context of foreign policy
objectives, security needs, and political interests. Under national institutions, each
ministry in Turkey is ultimately a tool that contributes to Turkish foreign policy goals.
Apart from the ministries, institutions such as Turkish International Cooperation and
Development Agency (TIKA), Yunus Emre Institute (YEE), Presidency for Turks
Abroad and Related Communities (YTB), Anadolu Agency (AA), Turkish Maarif
Foundation (TMV) and similar governmental and non-governmental organizations can be

considered as other sub-contractors of the objectives of Turkish foreign policy. In the
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international arena, apart from Turkic cooperation organizations, processes in accordance
with the objectives mentioned above are carried out with organizations such as
UNESCO, European Union (EU), European Commission (EC), ISESCO, Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Organization for Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) and
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe and Turkey (OSCE) (Giileg,

2012).

TURKSOY was founded and hosted by Turkey when it comes to the soft power of
Turkish foreign policy, and it has conducted its work with two senior officials since its
foundation. The first of these was the Minister of Culture of Azerbaijan Polat
Biilbiiloglu, and the other was Dusen Kaseinov, an artist, who served as the Minister of
Culture in Kazakhstan. They are both cultural figures who have proven themselves and

have been recognized at the level of heads of state.

When the Biilbiiloglu period, covering 1993-2007, is examined, it can be seen that
achieving rapprochement between TURKSOY and related countries and peoples is a
priority target for the organization. In order to achieve this closeness, many steps have
been taken in the process and some activities that started in that period have become

traditionalized and have reached contemporary times.

TURKSQY, in the Biilbiiloglu period, has tried to develop mutual relations between
Turkic republics that were struggling to build their national identity, by eliminating the
division created by the Soviet period, through emphasizing mutual history and culture.
To bring back the identity that was to be lost, to extend a helping hand to those people
who gained their independence but were struggling to revitalize their language was the

responsibility TURKSOY undertook in its work at that time.
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At the end of the first 10 years, in his speech on the 10"-year anniversary of the
organization, Polad Biilbiiloglu signaled the possible expansion for years ahead by
saying: “TURKSOY will embrace the Turkic World not only metaphorically but in the
fullest sense of the word.” As a matter of fact, a turning point was experienced in the
history of the organization in 1998. Tatarstan (RF), Bashkortostan (RF), Sakha/Yakutia
(RF), Khakasia (RF), Altai (RF) and the Republic of Tyva joined TURKSOY in 1998
with an observer status. The participation of these members in TURKSOY can be

interpreted as the inclusion of the Russian Federation in the organization.

The organization, which assumed the task of introducing the Turkic cultural identity in
the Turkic republics in the first years, aimed to consolidate the place of Turkic culture
within the world civilization as its next step. General Manager Polad Biilbiiloglu once
said in a speech that to some people a person of Turkic descent still seems more cruel,
informal, uncivilized and far from democratic culture, and he pointed out that in order to
break down these thoughts, to open up to the world rapidly and gain international
prestige, TURKSOY needs to continue its efforts in an accelerated rate. Names such as
“steppe people”, which were used instead of the Turkic name at that time, were thought

to be expressions that belittled the Turkic peoples (Arslan, 2016).

Polad Biilbiiloglu has stated during his time in the office and after it that Turkey is the
driving force of TURKSOY’s work. Biilbiiloglu who on the organization’s 10™-year
anniversary stated: “It is clear that TURKSOY’s growth and gain of international
prestige has been foremost through the valuable contributions of our brother Turkey”
(Sengiil, Aliyev and Davletov, 2003), also had this to say about Turkey’s continuous
support in his congratulatory message for 15th-year celebration of the organization, after

leaving his position in the Directorate General of TURKSOY:
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I am very happy today, it is not an easy task to establish an organization such as
TURKSOY in 1992-1993, that is, in difficult and hard years, and to keep this
organization going for 15 years. In this process, presidents have changed,
governments changed, different ministers of culture came to the office, but the
Turkish Republic and Turkish people that have undertaken the hosting of our
institution have always provided full support to TURKSOY (Anon 2009, p.19).

As stated by Biilbiiloglu, Turkey has always been the driving force of the TURKSOY.
Indeed, we need to keep in mind that the founding treaty of TURKSOY was written and
opened for signature with Turkey’s efforts. It is also noteworthy that the headquarters of
the organization is built by means of Turkey’s financial institutions and on the land

allocated by Turkey, and that the majority of workers have been the citizens of the

Turkish Republic.

Looking at the activities organized by the organization since its establishment, it can be
observed that although from time to time the activities in some countries have increased
in terms of number of activities that a country hosts, it is evident that TURKSOY has
tried to carry out activities in all member countries without making a distinction between
small and big cities. In some countries where communication difficulties were
experienced due to the periodic crises, the artists of those countries routinely took part in

the activities of the organization without interruptions.

Under the leadership of Dusen Kaseinov, TURKSOY has changed. While Biilbiiloglu
focused on the work aiming for the rapprochement between Turkic republics, Kaseinov
prioritizes TURKSOY’s acceptance in the world and the rapprochement between world
countries and Turkic republics. After the period of Biilbiiloglu, which can be described as
the first period where publications and exhibitions comprised the majority of the output,

the organization has realized great multinational projects during the Kaseinov period. In
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the process, TURKSOY has become successful at attracting the attention of the public by

directing itself to popular activities aimed at becoming recognized worldwide.

It was Dusen Kaseinov who put into practice the agreement signed between TURKSOY
and UNESCO, which was established during the time of Polad Biilbiiloglu and can
perhaps be regarded as the most comprehensive and meaningful agreement in the history
of the institution. Looking at the scale of the artists and projects participating in
TURKSOY activities, it is noteworthy that TURKSOY has signed major projects during
this period. In 2018 alone, the organization carried out more than 300 activities and
raised the bar quite high for other Turkic cooperation organizations (TURKSOY Faaliyet

Raporu, 2018).

To summarize the transformation of TURKSOQOY, in the period of Dusen Kaseinov, the
organization has become a cultural diplomacy mechanism that realizes, nurtures and
transforms the Turkic culture to reach wider masses rather than trying to prove its place

in the world civilization.

In 2018, having lived through 25 years of diplomatic relations with the Turkic republics,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, carried out a program in
Ankara. During this program, TURKSOY Secretary General Dusen Kaseinov was
awarded the Distinguished Service Award of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkey (T.C. Disisleri Bakanligi, 2017). According to the information on the
website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, this award:

is presented to domestic and foreign real and legal persons who have shown
devotion, outstanding performance and contribution in promoting Turkey in the
international arena, in successfully implementing the foreign policy and
protecting and furthering the interests, in promoting the history, language, culture
and arts, and to private or legal persons who have shown admirable service in
other matters within the areas of mission and responsibility of the Ministry (T.C.
Disisleri Bakanligi, 2006).
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The deeming of the Secretary General Dusen Kaseinov worthy for this award is an
acknowledgment of TURKSOY for its contribution to the soft power of Turkish foreign
policy. Speaking during the award ceremony, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Turkey
Mevlut Cavusoglu said:
Our relations have developed in every field. We worked together for the
prosperity of our peoples. We have worked together for peace, security, and
stability in our region. We implemented transportation projects and built energy
pipelines. We took the steps to facilitate the work of our businessmen together,
and most importantly, we showed respect to each other during our work. We

celebrate our victories and success we have achieved in 25 years (Youtube.com,
2018).

While no changes were observed in the number of members in TURKSOY during the
period of Dusen Kaseinov, it can be seen that the area of influence of the organization
has expanded considerably. Turkey, which was the first to recognize the independence of
Central Asian countries, has demonstrated the same stance in the Balkans. Under
Kaseinov, the organization greatly increased its influence in the Balkans. It is noteworthy
that TURKSOY, which did not have much connection with this geography for many
years, has included artists from the Balkans in the organization of activities in recent
years. The organization has turned the route of many activities to this geography and

declared to the world that this region is also included in the concept of the Turkic World.

During this period, due to the natural process pointing to the importance of relations with
the Turkic World, it can be said that TURKSOY received the support that is expected
from Turkey, as the country has been acting quite generous toward the organization in
contributing its share compared to other countries. Turkey’s support for the organization

is a clear indicator of soft power.

At this point, concerning TURKSOY’s activities, it is useful to open a parenthesis on

Nowruz, one of its traditional activities. The organization has made initiatives to
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appropriate Nowruz, which is the common tradition of the Turkic World, for humanity.
In this respect, it should be remembered that official celebrations in Turkey started with
the support of TURKSOY, the first celebration of Nowruz holiday was held in UNESCO
and UN with events organized by TURKSOY, and also with contribution of the
TURKSOY’s work, the March 21% was designated as the International Nowruz holiday
by the UN. Nowruz celebrations have become a successful cultural diplomacy activity,
which is traditionalized and continues to be held by the organization every year in a

different corner of the world.

Efe Sevin, in his study titled “A View of the Impact of Turkish Public Diplomacy on
Foreign Policy through TURKSOY™ states that TURKSOY has a high potential to create
soft power for Turkish foreign policy. According to Sevin, the organization is conducive
to this through communicating with the society beyond traditional diplomacy issues,
while also doing this by offering opportunities for unmediated communication of actors
who direct Turkey’s domestic and foreign policy with decision-makers of other Turkic
republics through holding regular activities like Permanent Council Meetings. Sevin,
who in the same study indicates that TURKSOY provides new agenda items to the
societies by promoting Turkish art and artists, hence unearthing the cultural heritage of
Turkey, also states that the works of the organization have increased the attractiveness of
Turkey for other countries (Sevin, 2015). This success in nation branding also increases
the willingness of citizens of other countries to establish relations with Republic of

Turkey.

The interest of Hungary, a member of the European Union, to become a member of
TURKSOY following the activities carried out in Hungary by the organization, other

activities TURKSOY organized in the Balkans, invitations to the festivals of the artists
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from member countries of TURKSOY conducted on a yearly basis, are all examples of
Turkey’s and Turkic culture’s increasing global attractiveness with the help of
TURKSOY. Another example can be given in the project Cultural Capital of the Turkic
World organized by the organization. Indeed, the city of Kastamonu in Turkey that
carried the title in 2018 and the city of Eskisehir that carried the title in 2013 saw the
number of tourists increase almost two times compared to the previous years, and
Kastamonu which hosted over 1000 artists throughout the year of 2018 has increased

Turkey’s attractiveness in other countries.

Considering that all activities of TURKSOY are designed to increase the visibility of
common values of the Turkic World, TURKSOY raises the effect of soft power sources
of all the member countries. TURKSOY member countries and almost all countries that
are interested in TURKSOY activities believe that the political and economic relations
they will establish with the member states of the organization will also be beneficial

within their own countries and take steps in this regard.

At this point, it may also be appropriate to mention the contribution of TURKSOY’s
international branding to the promotion of cultural values to the world. Because
TURKSOY, with its cultural and artistic activities, introduces the Turkic culture and
history to the world and shows that the Turkic World has a rich culture within the world
civilizations and contributes to the image of TURKSOY member countries in the world.
If we talk about the contributions of branding of the country, this process, which comes
to mean that more tourists visit the country in the short term and more international
students prefer this country to receive education, incentivizes foreign investors as a chain
and ultimately attracts many cultural ambassadors, and as a result, making the national

culture even more attractive in these countries. All these developments can provide great
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benefits to the states in terms of foreign policy objectives. It would not be wrong to say
that TURKSOY’s work includes the cultural dimension of the foreign policies of the

member countries.

Another issue that should be mentioned about TURKSOY’s activities outside the
member countries is the effects of these activities on the Turkish diaspora. TURKSOY
introduces the diaspora of the Turkic World to each other and strengthens it with its

activities.

Diasporas are extremely important communities for countries. In addition to economic
contribution, they are assisting forces in crossing international borders, and they not only
provide economic mobility but also transfer science and technology, standing out as

communities representing friendship and cooperation between countries (Celenk, 2015).

According to the data shared by the President of the Turkic Council Baghdad Amrayev at
the Baku Summit of the Turkic Council, the Turkic World has a population of more than
150 million, living in an area of 4.5 million square kilometers. The Turkic World, which
ranks 13"™ among the world economies with a total GDP of more than 2.1 trillion dollars,
also has a diaspora of more than 20 million people that lives in different countries

(Amrayev, 2019).

According to data from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, the
Turkic diaspora is close to 5.5 million people in Europe alone. Citizens of TURKSOY
member countries are not included in these calculations (T.C. Disisleri Bakanligi, n.d.).
TURKSOY introduces this diaspora to each other with its works and thus makes a

significant contribution to increasing the soft power of the member countries.
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Assuming that the state institutions are working in certain coordination, we can infer that
in Permanent Council Meetings, TURKSOY will reflect the objectives and goals of the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism and contribute to the achievement of these objectives.
Although the foreign policies of the countries are determined by the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministries of Culture and Tourism are subcontractors in the implementation
and success of these policies. This is because, within the frame of the soft power, the
mobility of the masses for tourism purposes is very important. In this context, it can be
assumed that TURKSOY is a sub-contractor for the foreign policy objectives of its
member countries or a soft power tool in terms of the foreign policies of its member
countries. To ensure maximum benefit from this mechanism, a high level of coordination
among government agencies is essential. In Turkey, for example, it can be said that this
coordination has been successfully carried out. For example, the productive work
conducted between TURKSOY and Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of
Turkey has won an appreciation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Turkey, and TURKSOY Secretary General Dusen Kaseinov was awarded the

Distinguished Service Medal.

TURKSOY contributes not only to the relations with the Turkic republics but also to the
deepening of the relations between the world states and the Turkic republics. The fact
that the autonomous republics of Russia, the leading power of the region, are members of
this organization, even as observers, is a significant contribution to Turkish foreign
policy. Even in a de facto manner, the participation of Russian Federation, which has a
population of Turkic origin that comprises almost 20 million, to TURKSOY’s work has
played an important role in the development of cultural cooperation and mutual trust

between Turkey and the Russian Federation.

70



In the context of activities, the Yunus Emre Oratorio in the United States organized by
TURKSOY that has adopted Yunus Emre’s “Let us meet” principle is one of the
successful applications of TURKSOY in increasing the attractiveness of Turkic culture.
The composition written by the Turkish composer Adnan Saygun, performed by
Presidential Symphony Orchestra of the Republic of Turkey, TURKSOY Symphony
Orchestra comprised of artists from eight TURKSOY member countries, and by 120
people American Jonathan Griffith Chorus is Turkey’s first opera. The most prestigious
halls of New York and Washington DC were selected for concerts in which poems and
hymns of Yunus Emre were performed in Turkish. This project in which “Turkish culture
is introduced with a Western art form” is one of the tens of projects that have been
included in cultural history and can be given as an example of a common success of
TURKSOY member countries. News on audience feedback and foreign press after the
event revealed a positive contribution to the effectiveness of the Turkey-US relations

(Purtas, F. and Ozkan, 0., 2012).

Increase in cultural communication between TURKSOY members since the
establishment of the organization has brought forward many joint projects in various
areas, most notably, in the education field. As a result of this, persons who have studied
for years in Turkey have acquired senior positions in their countries today and are
currently acting as ambassadors of Turkey there. This is undoubtedly another gain for
Turkish foreign policy. The final gain of institutional cooperation of the Turkic World
has granted in terms of Turkish foreign policy is the decision to support Turkey in the

Peace Spring Operation achieved in the Baku Summit of Turkic Council, organized with

* For detailed information about the event, you can read an article Introducing Yunus
Emre Oratorio and Turkish Culture in International Arena (Yunus Emre Oratoryosu ve
Tiirk Kiiltiirtinii Uluslararas1 Capta Tanitmak) by Firat Purtas and Omer Ozkan.
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the participation of presidents of founding countries, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan (Giiler, 2019). Hungary as the observer member to this

cooperation organization has also supported this process (Anadolu Ajansi, 2019).

Even in the event of an embargo imposed by any state on one of the TURKSOY member
countries, this embargo under the name of TURKSOY is unrequited. As a matter of fact,
thanks to TURKSOY, TRNC has been shown as a part of the Turkic World all over the
world for years. Although some members are not states, they host hundreds of artists
from different nationalities in their country and hence get the opportunity to represent
their own culture by participating in TURKSOY events organized in many cities of the
world as well as in organizations such as the United Nations and UNESCO. Founding
President of TRNC, Rauf Denktas, expressed his satisfaction with TRNC’s membership
in TURKSOY in a letter sent to the 10"-anniversary of the organization with the
following statement:
I would like to point out that we are happy to observe that the work and events
that have been going on for 10 years within the framework of cultural and artistic
activities between our countries and peoples are gradually increasing.
TURKSOY, which acts as a culture-art bridge among millions of Turkic people
who are dispersed in different geographies but come from the same lineage, is
proud of its contributions in convergence and fusion. Within the framework of
these contributions and mutual interaction, I sincerely wish that the cultural and
artistic activities peculiar to our countries will be enriched and would gain a
global dimension. We should not spare our efforts for the universal introduction
of Turkic culture and art, which has a history of thousands of years; on the brink

of a new millennium, we must contribute more to these activities and consolidate
the place of Turkic culture in the world (Sengiil, Aliyev and Davletov, 2003).

Secretary General of TURKSOY, Dusen Kaseinov frequently stated that TURKSOY is
the window of the TRNC to the Turkic World (Starkibris.net, 2019). The TRNC example

alone shows how important TURKSOQY is in terms of Turkish foreign policy.
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TURKSOY carries out all of its activities under the auspices of the heads of state. The
work of the organization is also frequently appreciated by the heads of states and by
managers of international organizations. Along with Azerbaijan’s founder President
Haydar Aliyev who said: “TURKSOY unites us. At the basis of our unity lie common
origin, civilization, and history. We will do our best to strengthen TURKSOY”, President
of Turkmenistan Gurbanhguli Berdimuhammedov has expressed that he gives great
importance to work of TURKSOY, that TURKSOY strengthens the cultural ties between
the brother nations, and that it introduces the future generation to the Turkic cultural
heritage through researching it. While President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
voiced on every occasion that he supports the work of TURKSOY, he has expressed their
readiness to provide all kinds of support in the matter of Turkic cooperation
organizations becoming better known in the world. Irina Bokova, former General
Director of UNESCO, the biggest cultural organization of the world together with which
TURKSOY’s name is frequently mentioned, said during her visit to TURKSOY:
“Culture is at the heart of all our works. Our efforts with TURKSOY have contributed to
the preservation of the global cultural heritage and transferring it to future generations.”
By saying this, she has revealed the international dimension of the organization outside

the Turkic World (Ezer, 2014).

Considering all these points, it is clear that TURKSOY is a cultural diplomacy
organization that has been active in Turkey’s foreign policy since its establishment. The
possibility that the organization will increase its effectiveness in the coming periods will

also have a positive effect on Turkish foreign policy.
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APPENDICES

A. FOUNDING AGREEMENT OF TURKSOY

TURKSOY’UN KURULUSU VE FAALIYET ILKELERI HAKKINDA
ANLASMA

Isbu Anlasmaya katilan ve bundan sonra "taraflar” olarak
adlandirilacak, fizerbaycan Cumhuriveti, Kazakistan
Cumhuriyeti, Kirgizistan Cumhuriveti, Ozbekistan Cumhuriveti,
Turkiye Cumhuriyeti ve Tirkmenistan,

- Turk kokenli ve Turk dili konusan, Tirk Ulkeleri ve
halklarin birbirlerini daha iyi anlamalarini saglamak,

- Tirk kiltiardnin, tUm insanlik medenivetinin
olugmasinda &nemli bir yer tuttugdunu ve Tirk dili konusan
Ulke wve halklarin KiUltir ve sanatinin korunmasi, veniden
canlandirilmasi ve gelismesinin gerekli oldugunu gbzdniinde
bulundurarak,

-~ Ulkelerin delecek Kkusaklarina milli kiltirin
esaslarini Odretmek wve boyvlece kargilikli dostane temaslar
saglamak amacivla,

e Kialtidr alanindaki tim wuluslararasi anlasma ve
sozlegsmeleri dikkate alarak,

su hususlarda anlasmaya varmislardir:

Madde 1

Taraflar, Tlirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiltur Bakanlarinin
19-20 Haziran 1992 Istanbul ve 30 Kasim-2 Aralik 1992
Bakill toplantilarinda kabul ettikleri kararlara ve belgelere
bagli kalarak, Turk Kiltdr ve Sanatlari: Ortak Yoénetimi
(TURKSOY) adli uluslararasi bir teskilat Kurmuslardir.

Madde 2
TURKSOY faaliyvetini, alti ayda bir alfabetik sirava
gore TURKSOY ”un koordinatori olan KOltir Bakaninin
bagkanligini deruhte ettigi, Kiltur Bakanlari Konseyi
tarafindan tesbit edilen proje ve programlar uyarinca
wUrltidr. Koordinatér en az iki Ulkenin teklifi Uzerine

Konseyi olaganlstl toplantiva ¢agirabilir.

K
\Fppectd o
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Madde 3

Tirk Dili Konusan Ulkeler Kiltir Bakanlari Konseyil,
TURKSOY *un Genel MUdiridnid oy gokluguyla tayin eder.

TURKSOY un Genel Midird, TURKSOY un personelini Ve
personelin gérev kapsamini tesbit ve tayin eder.

Madde 4
Katilan Ulkeler, Turk Kultir ve Sanatlari Ortak

yonetiminde KiUltir Bakanlari tarafindan tayin edilen bir
temsilci gbrevlendirirler.

Madde 5

TURKSOY”un faalivetine iliskin kararlar, Kultar
Bakanlari Konseyince oy g¢okluduyla alinir.

Madde &

Turk Kaltiur wve Sanatlari Ortak Yonetiminin merkezi
ankara’da verlesiktir.

Madde 7

TURKSOY un mali kaynagi, Kiltir Bakanlari Daimi Konseyi
tarafindan tesbit edilecek katki paylari ile olugan bir
Fon’da toplanir. Katkl pavlari ile Fon’un igleyisine iliskin
mevzuat her yil venilenecek bir Protokol ile tesbit edilir.

TURKS0Y Fon’u kendine ilave mali kayvnak yvaratmak igin,

uluslararas: hukuka wve kurallara aykiri olmayan her tirld
faalivet ve girisimi yapar.

Madde 8
Bu Anlasma, Taraflarin herbirinin mevzuatina Uy g

elarak, Anlasmayl onay veya kKabulinl depoziter devlet olan
Turkive’ve bildirdigi taribten itibaren yirildrlidge girer.

W\/(fg‘*/&ﬁj Beociey »

e,
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Madde <
Bu Anlasma Almati’da 12 Temmuz 1993 tarihinde fzerice,
Kazakga, Kirgizca, Ozbekege, Tlrkge ve Tirkmence alti nusha

olarak dizenlenmis olup, her alti metin de ayni dereceds
gecerlidir.

mzerbaycan Cumhuriveti adina

Kiltir Bakani 40 ﬂu/(/u/g

Polat Bulbliloglu

Kazakistan Cumhuriveti adina .

Kultir Bakani K J{ M

Erkegali Rahmediyew

Kirgirzistan Cumhuriyveti adina

Kultir Bakani

e
Daniyal Mazarmatowv

Ozbekistan Cumhuriveti adina

Kiltir Bakani

Zafar Hakimow éz‘°°“9’?

Tirkive Cumhuriyeti adina

Kultir Bakani /&fj{ﬁc/L/L/iZZF£z2“4lz
D.Fikri Saglar

TOrkmenistan adina

sOltidr Bakani

Geldimurad NurmuhammedmvC:;thefc/Ab’L’f;7
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B. HOST COUNTRY AGREEMENT OF TURKSOY

ULUSLARARASI TURK KULTURU TESKILATI (TURKSOY)
iLE
TURKIYE CUMHURIYETI HUKUMETI
_ ARASINDA
EVSAHIBI ULKE ANLASMASI

Uluslararasi Turk Kdaltirt Tegkilati (TURKSOQY) ile Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti
HUkUmeti (Bundan boyle “Taraflar” olarak anilacaktir),

12 Temmuz 1993 tarihinde Almati‘da imzalanan TURKSOY’un Kurulusu ve
Faaliyet Ilkeleri Hakkinda Anlasma’yi dikkate alarak,

TURKSOY Hizmet Binasinin Aralik 2006 tarihinde Ankara’daki yerleskesinde
faaliyete gegmis oldugunu hatirda tutarak,

asagidaki hikimler tzerinde mutabakata varmisiardir :
Madde 1 - Tanimlar

Bu Anlasmada gecen :

(a) Hiklimet : Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Hakimeti'ni,

(b) TURKSOY : Uluslararasi Turk Kaltiri Tegkilati’ni,
(c) Uye Devletler : TURKSOY’a iiye devletleri,

(d) Bakanlar Konseyi : Uye Ulkeler Kiltur Bakanlarindan veya Kdaltur
Islerinden Sorumiu Bakanlarindan olusan en {st karar mercini,

(e) TURKSOY Uluslararasi Personeli:

Genel Sekreter : Bakanlar Konseyi uyeleri tarafindan segilerek bu goreve
atanan ve Konsey'in aldigi kararlar dogrultusunda TURKSOY'un galismalarini
yuruten yoneticiyi,

Genel Sekreter Yardimcisi : Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Kiitir ve Turizm
Bakanligi tarafindan oOnerilerek ve Bakanlar Koriseyi Uyeler: tarafindan
secilerek bu goreve atanan ve Genel Sekreterin yard:mcihidini yapan
yoneticiyi, )

Uye Devlet Temsilcileri : Uye Devlet tarafindan TURKSOY nezdinde
gorevlendirilen Temsilcileri,

(f) TURKSOY Hizmet Personeli : TURKSOY'un ic hizmetinde c¢alisan
hizmet personelini,
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(g) TURKSOY Hizmet Binasi : TURKSOY'un Ankara’da islevlerini yerine
getirmek amaciyla kullandigi bina ve mustemilatini,

(h) TURKSOY Malvarhg : TURKSOY'un resmi islevlerini yerine
getirebilmesi amaciyla sahibi oldugu ve/veya denetimi altindaki fonlar ve
diger mallari,

(i) TURKSOY Arsiv ve Belgeleri : TURKSOY'un kayitlari, yazismaiar,
muhasebe kayitlari ve tum mali belgeleri, el yazmalari, hareketli ve
hareketsiz resimler ve filmleri, ses kayitlari, bilgisayar programlari, yazil

malzemeleri, video bantlari veya disketleri, TURKSOY'a ait veya TURKSOY
tarafindan muhafaza edilen verileri ylklli bantlar veya disketleri,

(j) TURKSOY Uluslararasi Personelinin Bakniakla Yiikimlii Oldugu
Aile Bireyleri : Ilgili personelin esi, resit olmayan 18 yasindan kuglk
gocuklari ve bakmakla yukimli olduklari anne ve babasini

ifade eder.

Madde 2 - Amag

Isbu Anlagmanin amaci, TURKSOY ile Personelinin Turkiye'deki faaliyetler
sirasinda vyararianacaklari ayricalikiar ile badisikliklarin  hukuki agidan
belirlenmesini saglamaktir.

Madde 3 - Tizel Kisilik

TURKSOQY tizel kisilige sahiptir. TURKSQY'un, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti sinirlari
icinde ve Tlrk mevzuati gergevesinde,

() akit yapma,

(b) tasinir ve tasinmaz mal satin alma ve elden gikarma,

(c) bu amagla hukuki islem yapabilme yetkisi bulunmaktadir.
Madde 4 - Yarg: Bagisikhgi

1. TURKSOY, faaliyetleri cercevesinde asagidaki durumiar diginda her tirlu
hukuki stirecten bagisik olacaktir :

(a) TURKSOY’a ait veya onun adina isletilen bir aracin neden oldugu bir
kazadan kaynaklanan ve sigorta tarafindan tazmin edilmeyen hasarlardan
dolay! Uglincl kisilerin act:gi1 davalar,

(b) TURKSOQY veya personelinin ihmali veya eylemi sonucu ortaya gikan
kisisel yaralanma veya olumle ilgili davalar.
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2. Bu maddenin birinci fikrasi hitkmi sakli kalmak kaydiyla, TURKSOY’un
malvarligi icrai, idari, adli veya yasal kararlara dayanak arama, sorgulama,
el koyma, kamulastirma ve diger herhangi bir midahaleden muaf olacaktir.

3. Bakanlar Konseyi alacagi bir kararla bu badisiklik hakkindan vazgegmeyi
kararlastirabilir. Bununia birlikte higbir bagisikliktan feragat karari
malvarhgina el konulmasi ve kamulastirma tedbirlerini igeremeyecektir.
Madde 5 - Bina Dokunulmazhg:

- TURKSOY Hizmet Binasi dokunuimazliga sahiptir.

Madde 6 - Arsiv Dokunulmazhig:

TURKSOQY arsiv ve belgeleri dokunulmaziiga sahiptir.

Madde 7 - TURKSOY Bayragi ve Amblemi

TURKSOY bayragi ve amblemi, TURKSOY hizmet binasi icerisinde ve resmi
amaglar igin kullanildiginda uiesim araglar duzerinde bulunacaktir. Uye
devletlerin bayraklari TURKSOY hizmet binasi igerisinde sergilenecektir.

Madde 8 - Fonlar ve Paralar

TURKSOQY islevleri cercevesinde, herhangi bir mali kontrol ve rnoratoryuma
iliskin dizeniemelerle kisitli oimaksizin,

(a) hedeflerine ulagmak igin her tir fon, altin veya doviz sahibi olabilir ve
herhangi bir cins para birimi ile banka hesabi agabilir ve igletebitir,

{(b) forlarini Turkiye iginde veya bir paska tlkeye serbestge havaie eaebilir
veya sahibi oldugu herhangi bir para birimini bir digerine gevirebilir.

Madde 9 - Giimriik Vergileri ve Dolaysiz Vergilerden Bagisiklik
TURKSCQY varliklari, geliri ve diger malvarhklari :

a) Gelir Vergisi ve Kurumiar Vergisi'ni de igeren butlin dolaysiz vergilerden
muaftir. Bununla birlikte, TURKSOY kamu hizmetlerinin  kulianim
bedellerinden ibaret olan vergi, harc ve resimlerinden muafiyet talep
edemeyecektir.

b) Depolama, gimrik makamiarinin salisma saatleri diginda ortaya gikan ve
gumrikleme igin belirlenen yerler. disinda gumriklenen mallar igin istenen
bedeiler disinda, TURKSOY'un resmi kuitanimi igin ithal veya ihrag edilen
kalemlerde, ilgili Tirk mevzuativia da uyumlu olmak <zere, ithalat veya
ihracat kisitlamalarindan, yasakiamalarindan, ek mali zorunlulukiardan ve
tim gUmrik harglarindan muaf olacaktir. Sozkonusu muafiyet gergevesinde
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ithal edilen mallar, ilgili Gye devietle Uzerinde anlasmaya varilacak kogullar
haricinde, ithal edilen Ulkede satllmayacaktlr

c) Depolama, gimrik makamlarinin galisma saatleri disinda ortaya gikan ve
gumrikleme igin belirlenen yerler disinda gumriklenen mallar igin istenen
bedeller disinda, TURKSOY'un resmi yayinlarinin ithal ve ihraci, ilgili Turk
mevzuatiyla da uyumlu olmak Uzere, tim kisitlama, yasaklama ve gumrik
harglarindan muaf olacaktir.

Madde 10 - KDV Muafiyeti

TURKSOY, resmi kulianimi amaciyia yaptigi mal ve hizmet alimlarinda
Katma Deger Vergisinden muaftir.

Madde 11 - Haberlesme ve Yayinlar

1. HukGmet, TURKSOY’un resmi amacl her turli haberlesmesine izin
verecek ve bunu koruyacaktir.

2. TURKSOY'un resmi haberlesmesine iligkin tim evrak ve belgelerin
dokunulmazhgi vardir.

3. TURKSOY'un resmi haberlesme amaciyla sifre kullanma, kurye ile
muhurlG valizler iginde evrak ve yaz: génderip alma haklari bulunmaktadir.

Madde 12 - TURKSOY Uluslararasi Personeli :

1. TURKSOY cluslararasi personeli yetkilerinin sinirlari dahilinde ve resmi
gorevleri gercevesinde gergeklestirdikleri eylemier, so6zli veya vyazli
ifadelerden dolayi yargidan muaf clacaktir.

. Tark vatandag olanlar ile Turkiye'de surekli ikamet edenler disinda kalan
TURK_,OY uluslararasi personeli asagidaki ayricaliklar ve bagisikiiklara sahip
olacaktir :

(a) TURKSOY tarafindan kendilerine ddenen tim maas ve Ucretlerde Gelir
Vergisinden muaf clacaklardir.

(b) Esleri ve bakmakia yukUmll olduklari aile bireyleri ile birlikte gég
kisttiamatari  ve yabancilarin ikamet kayit zorunluluklarindan muat
olacaklardir.

(c) Kambivo islemleri konusunda benzer duzeydeki uluslararasi kuruluslarin
gorevlilerine taninacak ayricalitklardan yararlanacakiardir.

(d) Esleri ve bakmakla ylkimlIl olduklari aile bireyleri ile birlikte

ulusiararasi kriz donemlerinde benzer dlizeydeki uluslararasi kurdluslarm
gorevlllerme taninacak ulkeyi terketme kolayhdina sahip olacak!ardir.
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(e) Turkiye Cumbhuriyeti’'nin ilgili mevzuatina uygun olarak, goérevlerine
basladiklari zaman, bir motorlu arag dahil, mobilya ve esyalarini giimriiksiz
olarak ithal etme ve gorevleri sona erdiginde bu mobilya ve esyalarini
gumrikslz olarak ihrag etme hakkina sahip olacaklardir.

3. Ayricaliklar ve badigikliklar, TURKSOY uluslararasi personeline Kigisel
gikarlari igin degil, TURKSOY’un menfaatleri gergevesinde taninmistir.

Bakanlar Konseyi, bagisikhgin adalet sirecini engelleyecedine ve
TURKSOY'un menfaatlerine zarar vermecen feragat edilebilecegine karar
verdigi hailerde, Genel Sekreter dahil TURKSOY uluslararasi personelinin
bagisikligini kaldlrma hakkina sahiptir ve bunu yapmakla gorevlidir.

4. Genel Sekreter, TURKSOY uluslararasi personelinin ve aile bireylerinin
isim ve gorevleri ile bu konuda meydara gelecek degisiklikler hakkinda
HukUmet’e bilgi verir.

5. Hukumet, ilgili Tirk mevzuati uyarinca TURKSOY uluslararasi personeline
ve aile bireyierine uygun kimlik karti duzenier.

Madde 13 - TURKSOY Hizmet Personeli

1. Hukdmet, ilgili Tlrk mevzuat' uyarinca TURKSOY Hizmet Personeline
statlierine uygun kimlik karti dizenler.

.. TUrk vatandasi clan veya Tlrkiye'de surekli ikamet etmekte olan yabanc
Hizmet Personeli, sosyal glvenlik ve is mevzuati bakimindan Tirk
mevzuatina tabidir.

Madde 14 - Nihai Hukumler

1. Isbu Anlasma, Hukumetln u.usal mevzuatl uyarinca onay islemierinin
tamamiandigini  diplomatik yollardan yazili olarak TURKSOY'a biidirdigi
tarihte yururllige girer.

2. 4 Eylil 1994 tarihinde Ankara‘da imzalanan “TURKSOY Teskilatinin
Yerlesimi, Milli Temsilcilerin ve Milietlerarasi Personelinin Stattleri Hakkinda
Protokol” isbu Anlagmanin yururlige girdigi tarih 1t|bar|y|a yLrurIukten
kaidirmigtir,

3. Anlagmanin yorumu ve uyguianmasindan kaynaklanabilecek her tlrli
anlasmaziik, TURKSOY ve Hilkimet arasinda gorismeler yoluyla
gozllecektir.

4. Isbu Anlasma, karsilikli rizayla degistirilebiiir. Her degisiklik, bu maddenin
birinci fikrasinda belirtilen usule uygun sekilde yurirlige girecektir.

5. Iki Taraf da, herhangi bir zamanda, diger Tarafa diplomatik yollardan
yazil biidirimde bulunarak bu Anlasmanin feshini isteyebilir. Béyle bir

5
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bildirimin yapilmasindan itibaren alti (6) ay icinde fesih bildirimi geri
alinmadigi takdirde Anlasma sona erecektir. '

Ankara’da 4 Subat 2010 tarihinde, Turkge ve iki nisha olarak imzalanmistir.

TURKSOY TUrkiye Cumhuriyeti Hukimeti
Adina Adina
Dussanbay Kasseinov Prof.Dr.Ahmet Davutoglu
Genel Sekreter Disigleri Bakani
6

94



C. TURKSOY-UNESCO AGREEMENT

TURK KULTUR VE SANATLARI ORTAK YONETIMI (TURKSOY) iLE
BIRLESMI$ MILLETLER EGITiM, BiLiM VE KULTUR TESKILATI (UNESCO)
ARASINDA
ANLASMA

Turk Kultir ve Sanatlari Ortak Yoénetimi (bundan béyle kisaca TURKSOY diye
anilacaktir) ve Birlesmis Milletler Egitim, Bilim ve Kultir Teskilati (bundan bdyle kisaca
UNESCO diye anilacaktir);

UNESCO’nun, baris ve glvenlige katkida bulunmak icin; egitim, bilim ve kultur
alanlarinda milletler arasindaki isbirligini destekleyerek; adalete, hukukun astunligane ve
insan haklari ile temel 6zgurltklere evrensel saygiyi gelistirmek amaci ile kuruldugunu;

TURKSOY’u kuran Anlasmanin temel hedefinin kendi ayeleri ve diger Ulkeler
arasinda egitim, bilim ve kiltir alanlarinda, halklar arasinda daha buyik bir anlayisin
yerlesmesine, baris ve guvenligin tesisine yardimci olmak amaci ile dostluk iligkilerini
gelistirmek oldugunu gézéniinde bulundurarak:

Faaliyetlerinin uyumlu bir bicimde gelismesi igin, uluslararasi ve bélgesel kuruluslar
arasinda, karsilikli yardimlagsma baglarinin kurulmasinin temenniye sayan oldugunu
g6zonunde bulundurarak,

Ortak hedefleri gergeklestirmek igin etkili iligkiler kurmak arzusu ile;

Asagidaki hususlar Gzerinde anlagsmislardir:

Madde |
isbirligi: )
1- UNESCO ve TURKSOQY, yetkili organlari araciligi ile isbirligi yapilmasi hususunda
anlasmislardir.

2- Bu igbirligi; iki kurulusca surdurilen egitim, bilim, kaltar alanlariyla ilgili benzer
gorev ve faaliyetlere iligkin tim konulari kapsar.

Madde Il

Karsilikli Danisma
1- Her iki kurulusun yetkili organlari, birinci maddede belirtilen ve ortak ilgi alanina

girebilecek olan butun konularda, birbirleriyle diizenli olarak danismalarda bulunurlar.

2- Sartlar gerektirdiginde: her iki kurulus, ortak ilgi alani kapsamindaki konularda,
kendi faaliyetlerine tam bir etkinlik kazandirabilecek en uygun yollari saptamak amaciyla 6zel
istisarelere basvururlar.

3- UNESCO, TURKSOY’a uye olan tlkeleri ilgilendirebilecek etkinliklerle ilgili

programini TURKSOY’a bildirecektir. UNESCO her iki kurulusun bu alandaki galismalarini
uyumlu kilmak amaciyla TURKSOY'un getirebilecegi 6nerileri inceler.
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4- TURKSOY, UNESCQO'’ya uye olan lkeleri ilgilendirebilecek etkinliklerle ilgili
programini UNESCO'ya bildirir. TURKSQY, her kurulusun bu alandaki ¢alismalarini uyumlu
kilmak amaciyla UNESCO’nun getirebilecegdi énerileri inceler.

Madde Il

Karsihikli Temsil )
1- UNESCO Genel Muduri, Genel Konferans oturumlarini TURKSOY Genel

Mudrdne bildirir ve TURKSOY'u, Genel Konferansa gozlemci gdéndermeye davet eder.

2- TURKSOY Genel Mudura, Kaltur Bakanlari Konseyi oturumlarini UNESCO Genel
Mudurune bildirir ve. UNESCO'yu Bakanlar Konseyi toplantilarina gozlemci gbéndermeye
davet eder.

Madde IV

Bilgi ve Belge Degisimi
1- UNESCO ve TURKSOY her iki kurulusca ilgi alani kabul edilen biitiin konularda
bilgi ve belge degisiminde bulunur.

Madde V

Teknik Calismalar Konusunda Yardim

1- Her iki kurulugtan biri, ortak ilgi alanlarindaki teknik calismalarla ilgili olarak,
digerinden yardim isteginde bulunabilir.

2- Iki kurulustan birinin digerine iletecegi béyle bir istek, o kurulusun yetkili organi
tarafindan incelenecek ve yardimi istenilen organ, kendi programlari cercevesinde ve her iki
kurulusca Uzerinde mutabakata varilan hikimler uyarinca, her tarli yardimi saglamaya
gayret edecektir.

Madde VI

Uyqulama
1- Bu Anlagsmanin uygulanmasindan dogabilecek sorunlar konusunda, UNESCO

Genel Mudura ve TURKSOY Genel Muduri, bu Anlagmanin uygulanmasi amaciyla;
deneyimler 1sidinda, gerekli gérdikleri ve mutabik kaldiklari hususlarda tamamlayici
hikumler kararlastirabilirler.

Madde VII

Anlasmanin Siireci ve Degisiklik
1- Bu Anlasma, karsilikl mutabakatla degistirilebilir.

2- Bu Anlasmanin taraflardan birinin alti aydan az olmayan bir stire icinde bildirimde
bulunmasi ile feshi mimkundir.
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Madde VI

Yiirirlige Girmesi
1- Bu anlagsma, UNESCO ve TURKSOY Genel Midirlerince imzalanmasini takiben
yururlage girer.

isbu anlagsma, bu hususta tam yetkili olan ve asagida imzasi bulunanlar tarafindan iki
nusha olarak imzalanmistir.

istanbul 8 Haziran 1996

Tirk Kiiltiir ve Sanatlari Birlesmis Milletler Egitim, Bilim
Ortak Yonetimi adina ve Kiiltir Tegkilati adina
_Polad BULBULOGLU Federico MAYOR

TURKSOQY Genel Midiirii UNESCO Genel Miidiiri

Fransizca aslinin gevirisidir
8.6.1996

B Ziya YILMAZER
TURKSOY Genel Mudiir Yrd.
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D. TURKISH SUMMARY / TURKCE OZET

Onemli bir kiiltiirel diplomasi &rgiitii olan TURKSOY ’u analiz etmek iizere hazirlanan
bu calisma 4 bolimden olugmaktadir. Bu kapsamda, uluslararasi iligkiler disiplininde
kiiltiir kavraminin yeri, Yumusak giic kavraminin ortaya ¢ikist ve bu kavramla kiiltiirel
diplomasi iligkisi, ilk Tiirk isbirligi teskilati ve bir kiiltiirel diplomasi orgiitii olarak
TURKSOY’un hedefleri ve basarilari, teskilatin genelde Tiirk halklar1 arasindaki
iliskilere katkilari, 6zelde ise Tiirk dis politikasi agisindan dnemi okuyucularin dikkatine

sunulmaktadir.

Gerek Tirk halklar ile olan iligkiler gerekse Tiirk dis politikasinin hedeflerine ulagma
noktasinda TURKSOY ’un ¢ok faydali bir aktér oldugunu savunan bu ¢alismanin birinci

boliimiinde ¢alismanin kavramsal gercevesi ve aragtirma sorulari yer almaktadir.

Calismanm 2. boliimii bu baglamda, Tiirk dis politikasinda, Tirk cumhuriyetlerinin
bagimsizliklar1 dncesi ve sonrasinda yasanan doniisiimii 6zetleyerek, okuyuculara Tiirk
isbirliginin kurumsallagma siirecinin TURKSOY’a varan yolculugunu, dis politika

cercevesinde aktarmaktadir.

3. Béliimde yer alan TURKSOY’a dair detayl bilgiler ise, TURKSOY un yumusak
giiclin en popiiler unsurlarindan biri olan kiiltiirel diplomasi alaninda ne derece 6nemli

bir aktor oldugunu ortaya koymak i¢in verilmistir.

Tarihin taniklik ettigi en biiyiikk giic miicadelesinin yasandig1 cografyada yer alan
Tiirkiye, yumusak giicli, Soguk savag sonras1 donemde Tiirk dis politikasinin bir pargasi

haline getirmek zorunda kalmistir. Nitekim 1992 yilinda TURKSOY’un kurulus
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caligmalarina 6n ayak olarak, yumusak giiciin 6nemli dayanaklarindan biri olan kiiltiirel
diplomasi alanindaki ilk adimlardan birini atmistir. Bu girisim Tiirk dis politikasi adina,
yumusak giiclin ii¢ ana kaynagindan biri olan kiiltiir ile Tiirkiye'nin jeokiiltiirel

hinterlandinin Orta Avrupa’dan Hazar Denizinin Gtesine ulagsmasina vesile olmustur.

Tiirk dis politikasinda son yillarda en ¢ok kullanilan kavramlardan biri sahada ve masada
giiclii Tiirkiye kavramidir. Sahadaki bagsar1 daha ¢ok sert gii¢ ile elde edilebilir. Diger
yandan masada bagarili olabilmek i¢in, cogu zaman sert gii¢ tek basina yeterli olmaz.
Kamuoyu destegi, yumusak giicii arttiran onemli bir unsurdur. Bu destek Kiiltiirel
diplomasi ¢alismalar1 ile arttirilabilir. Bunu kesfeden devletler, uyguladiklar
politikalardaki hakliliklarin1 ifade edebilmek ve kamuoyunun destegini alabilmek i¢in
pek ¢ok yenilik¢i yonteme basvurmaktadir. TURKSOY gibi organizasyonlarin kamuoyu

ile direk iletisim kurabilme kabiliyeti bu siiregte essiz bir kabiliyettir.

Tiirkiye’nin, dis politika hedefleri, giivenlik ihtiyaglar1 ve siyasi ¢ikarlar1 baglaminda,
iliski kurdugu, tyelik gerceklestirdigi yada kurulmasina 6n ayak oldugu pek cok
uluslararas1 orgiit bulunmaktadir. Milli kurumlar altinda, Tirkiye’de bulunan her bir
bakanlik en nihayetinde Tirk dis politikast hedeflerine katki sunan birer aractir.
Bakanliklarin haricinde, TIKA, YEE, YTB, Anadolu Ajans1 (AA) gibi kurumlar, Maarif
Vakfi ve benzeri sivil toplum kuruluslar: da Tiirk dis politikasinin hedeflerinin diger alt
yiiklenicileri olarak kabul edilebilir. Uluslararas1 alanda ise Tirk isbirligi orgiitleri
disinda, UNESCO, Avrupa Birligi (AB), Avrupa Komisyonu (AK), ISESCO, iktisadi
Isbirligi ve Gelisme Teskilat1 (OECD), islam isbirligi Teskilati (1iT), islam Tarih, Sanat
ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi (IRCICA) ve Tiirkiye ve Avrupa Giivenlik ve Isbirligi
Teskilati (AGIT) gibi kuruluslarla yukarida bahsedilen hedefler dogrultusunda siireg

yiritiilmektedir.
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Tiirk dis politikasinin yumusak giici konu oldugunda Tiirkiye’nin kurucu iilkesi ve
evsahibi oldugu TURKSOY kurulusundan bu yana 2 iist diizey gorevli ile calismalarini
yiirtitmiistiir. Bunlardan ilki donemin Azerbaycan Kiiltiir Bakani Polat Biilbiiloglu digeri
ise yine Kazakistan’da Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 gorevinde bulunmus olan, sanat¢1 kimligi ile 6n
plana ¢ikmis olan Diisen Kaseinov’dur. Her iki isimde kendisini kanitlamis birer kiiltiir

insan1 olarak devlet bagkanlar1 seviyesinde takdir gormiis kisilerdir.

1993-2007 yillarim1 kapsayan Biilbiiloglu dénemi incelendiginde, TURKSOY ile ilgili
iilkelerde ve halklar arasinda yakinlagsmanin saglanmasinin teskilat i¢in dncelikli hedef
oldugu goriilebilir. Bu yakinlig1 saglayabilmek icin, tarihsel siire¢ igerisinde bir cok adim

atilmis, o donemde baslayan bazi etkinlikler gelenekselleserek bugiinlere ulagsmaistir.

TURKSOY, Biilbiiloglu déneminde, ulusal kimliklerini insa etme miicadelesi icinde olan
Tiirk cumhuriyetlerinde, Sovyet doneminin yaratmis oldugu boliinmiisliigii ortak tarih ve
kiiltiir vurgusuyla ortadan kaldirmaya c¢alisarak karsilikli iliskileri gelistirmeye
calismigtir. Kaybedilmeye yiiz tutmus bir kimligi yeniden hatirlatmak, bagimsizligim
kazanan halklarin dilini yasatma ¢abalarina tanik olarak onlara el uzatmak bu dénemde

TURKSOY ’un sorumluluk bilinciyle yiiriittiigii calismalardan bazilar1 olmustur.

Ik 10 yilin sonunda, teskilatin 10. y1l kutlamalar vesilesiyle yapmis oldugu konusmada
teskilatin iiye sayisinmn artmasina dair Polad Biilbiiloglu: “TURKSOY Tiirk diinyasimni
yalniz mecazi manada degil, tam anlamda kucaklayacak” diyerek, yillar i¢in olas1
genislemenin sinyallerini de vermistir. Nitekim, 1998 yilinda, organizasyon tarihinde bir
doniim noktas1 yasanmistir. Tataristan (RF), Baskurdistan (RF), Saha/Yakut (RF),
Hakasya (RF), Altay (RF) ve Trva Cumhuriyeti 1998 yilinda TURKSOY ’a gdzlemci iiye
iilke olarak katilmistir. Bu iiyelerin TURKSOY’a katitlmi Rusya Federasyonu’nun

organizasyona dahil olmasi olarak yorumlanmustir.
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Ilk yillarda Tiirk kiiltiirel kimligini, Tiirk cumbhuriyetleri icerisinde tanitma gorevi
iistlenen teskilat, bir sonraki adim olarak ise Tiirk kiiltlirlinlin yerini, diinya medeniyeti
icerisinde saglamlagtirmay1 kendisine amag¢ edinmistir. Bir konusmasinda, “bazilari
tarafindan Tirk asilli insan hala daha gaddar, gayr1 medeni, demokratiklikten uzak sarkl
gibi goriiniiyor” ifadelerini kullanan Genel Miidiir Polad Biilbiiloglu, bu diisiinceleri
yikmak, siiratle diinyaya agilmak ve uluslararasi sayginlik kazanmak icin TURKSOY ’un
caligmalarini hizlandirarak siirdiirmesi gerektigine dikkat ¢ekmistir. O donemde Tiirk
ismi yerine kullanilan “bozkir halki” gibi benzer isimlerin Tiirk halklarini kiicimseyen

benzetmeler oldugu diisiiniilmiistiir.

Polad Biilbiiloglu gerek gorevde oldugu sirada gerekse gorevi sonrasinda Tirkiye’nin,
TURKSOY un ¢alismalarinda itici gii¢ oldugunu siklikla belirtmistir. Teskilatm 10. yil
kutlamalar1 sirasinda, “cok aciktir ki, TURKSOY un biiyiimesi, uluslararasi prestij
kazanmasi en Once kardes Tiirkiye’'nin degerli katkilari sayesinde olmustur” diyen
Biilbiiloglu, TURKSOY Genel Miidiirliigiinden ayrilmasimin ardindan teskilatin 15. yil
vesilesiyle gondermis oldugu tebrik mesajinda da, Tiirkiye’nin donem gozetmeksizin
siiren destegine su sozlerle deginmistir.

Bugiin cok mutluyum, 1992-1993 tarihlerinde, yani zorlu ve c¢etin yillarda

TURKSOY gibi bir teskilati kurmak ve bu teskilati1 15 y1l yasatmak kolay bir is

degildir. Bu siire¢ icerisinde cumhurbaskanlar1 degisti hiikiimetler degisti, farkl

kiiltiir bakanlar1 gorev aldi, fakat kurumumuzun ev sahipligini istlenen Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti ve Tiirk halki TURKSOY ’a her zaman tam destek saglamistir.

Biilbiiloglu’nun dile getirdigi gibi Tiirkiye her zaman TURKSOY "un itici giicii olmustur.
Nitekim TURKSOY kurucu anlasmasmin Tiirkiye’nin ¢abalar1 ile yazilip imzaya
acildigin1 da unutmamak gerekir. Genel merkezin Tiirkiye tarafindan tahsis edilen arsada,
Tiirkiye’nin maddi katilari ile insa edildigini ve kurumun ¢alisanlarinin ¢cogunlugunun da

Tiirkiye cumhuriyeti vatandaslarindan olustugu da gz 6niinde bulundurulmalidir.
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Teskilatin kurulusundan bu yana diizenledigi etkinliklere bakildiginda, ev sahibi
etkinliklerin gerceklestirildigi yerler bakimindan donem donem bazi iilkelerdeki
etkinliklerin arttig1 goriilsede, TURKSOY kiiciik, biiyiik sehir ayirmadan, iiyesi iilkelerin
tamaminda etkinlikler gergeklestirmeye gayret etmistir. Donemsel krizler nedeniyle
iletisimde zorluklar yasanan bazi iilkelerde etkinlikler diizenlenemese dahi, o iilkelerin

sanatcilar1 teskilatin etkinliklerinde kesintisiz olarak yer almigtir.

Diisen Kaseinov’un liderliginde TURKSOY da degisiklik yasanmistir. Biilbiiloglu’nun
Tirk cumhuriyetleri arasinda yakinlagmaya hedefleyen c¢alismalara odaklandig
goriiliirken, Kaseinov’'un TURKSOY’un diinyada kabulii ve diinya iilkeleri ile Tiirk
cumhuriyetleri arasindaki yakinlasmay1 birinci Oncelik olarak belirledigi goriilmektedir.
Yaymlar ve sergilerin biiylik yer kapladigi ilk donem olarak tabir edebilecegimiz
Biilbiiloglu doneminin ardindan teskilat, Kaseinov déoneminde ¢ok uluslu biiyiik projeleri
hayata gecirmistir. Siirec icerisinde TURKSOY ’un popiiler etkinliklere yoneldigi, diinya
capinda taninmayr amaglayan etkinliklerle kamuoyunun ilgilisini {izerine ¢ekmeyi

basardig1 goriilmektedir.

Polad Biilbiiloglu déneminde kurulan ve belki de kurum tarihindeki en kapsamli ve
anlamli isbirligi anlasmasi olarak kabul edilen TURKSOY ve UNESCO arasinda
imzalanan anlagsmay1 pratikte uygulamaya koyan kisi de Diisen Kaseinov olmustur.
TURKSOY etkinliklerine katilan sanatcilara ve projelerin dlgeklerine bakildiginda bu
donemde TURKSOY'un biiyiik projelere imza atmasi dikkat cekmektedir. Teskilat
sadece 2018 yilinda 300’lin lizerinde faaliyete imza atarak, diger Tiirk is birligi orgiitleri

icin ¢itay1 oldukca yukari tagimistir.

TURKSOY’un gecirdigi déniisiimii, kisaca ozetlemek gerekirse Diisen Kaseinov

doneminde teskilat, Tiirk kiiltlirlinlin diinya medeniyetindeki yerini kanitlama ¢abasinda
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olan bir teskilattan ¢ok, bu kiiltiirii gerceklestiren, onu besleyen ve daha genis kitlelere

ulagmasi i¢in doniistiiren bir kiiltiirel diplomasi mekanizmasina doniismiistiir.

2018 yilinda, Tiirk cumhuriyetleri ile diplomatik iliskilerde 25 yili geride birakan,
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Dis Isleri Bakanlig1, diplomatik iliskilerinin tesis edilmesinin 25.
y1l doniimii i¢ini Ankara'da bir program gerceklestirmistir. Bu program sirasinda
TURKSOY Genel Sekreteri Diisen Kaseinov’a, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Digisleri Bakanlig
Ustiin Hizmet Odiilii takdim edilmistir. Digisleri bakanliginin internet sayfasinda yer alan
bilgiye gore bu odiil,
Tiirkiye’nin uluslararas1 alanda tanitilmasinda, dis politikasinin basariyla
uygulanmasinda ve menfaatlerinin korunmasinda, gelistirilmesinde, tarihinin,
dilinin, kiltiriiniin ve sanatinin tanitilmasinda fedakarlik, iistiin basar1 ve
yararlilik gdsteren yerli ve yabanci gergek ve tiizel kisiler ile Bakanligin gérev ve

sorumluluk alanina giren diger konularda takdire sayan hizmetleri goriilen 6zel ya
da tiizel kisilere verilmektedir.

Genel Sekreter Diisen Kaseinov’un bu &diile layik goriilmesi, TURKSOY’un
caligmalarinin Tirk Dis Politikasinin yumusak giiciine olan katkilarina bir tesekkiir
niteligindedir. Odiil toreni sirasinda konusan Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti Disisleri Bakam
Mevliit Cavusoglu:
[liskilerimiz her alanda gelisti. Halklarimizin zenginlesmesi icin hep birlikte
calistik. Bolgemizde baris, gilivenlik ve istikrar icin birlikte c¢aba gosterdik.
Ulastirma projelerini  hayata gecirdik, enerji boru hatlar1 insa ettik. Is
adamlarimizin ¢aligmalarint kolaylastiracak adimlar1 birlikte attik, hepsinden

onemlisi caligmalarimiz sirasinda birbirimize saygi gosterdik. 25 yilda elde
ettigimiz kazanimlar1 ve basarili kutluyoruz.

ifadelerini kullanmustir. Diisen Kaseinov déneminde TURKSOY’da iiye sayisinda
herhangi bir degisiklik gozlemlenmezken teskilatin etki alanin oldukca genisledigi
goriilmektedir. Orta Asya'da bagimsizliklarini kazanan iilkeleri taniyan ilk iilke olan
Tiirkiye, ayni durusu Balkanlar i¢inde gostermistir. Kaseinov doneminde tegkilat
Balkanlardaki etkisini biiyiik oranda arttirmistir. Uzun yillar bu cografya ile pek bir bagi

bulunmayan TURKSOY’un son yillarda diizenledigi etkinliklerde Balkanlardan
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sanatcilara yer vermesi dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Teskilat pek ¢ok etkinliginin rotasin1 bu
cografyaya ¢evirerek, Tiirk diinyas1 kavrami igerisinde bu bolgenin de yer aldigim

diinyaya ilan etmistir.

Bu dénemde dogal siire¢ Tiirk diinyasi ile iliskilerin 6nemine isaret ettigi icin Kaseinov
déneminde TURKSOY "un Tiirkiye’den bekledigi destegi gordiigii de sdylenebilir. Zira
teskilata Tirkiye cumhuriyeti katki payr ddemelerinde diger iilkelere kiyasla oldukca
bonkér davranmistir. Tiirkiye’nin teskilata olan destegi, Tiirk cumhuriyetlerinin
bagimsizliklar1 ile birlikte olusan bolgesel projeksiyonunun, TIKA gibi ulusal ve
TURKSOY gibi ulus &tesi aktdrlerin katkilariyla insa ettigi yumusak giicii ile

gerceklestirme imkan1 buldugunun bir agiklamasidir.

Bu noktada, TURKSOY un etkinliklerine dair, geleneksel etkinliklerinden Nevruz’a bir
parantez agmakta fayda goriilmektedir. Teskilat Tiirk diinyasinin ortak gelenegi olarak
belirttigi Nevruz’u insanliga mal eden girisimlerde bulunmustur. Bu agidan Tiirkiye’de
resmi kutlamalarin TURKSOY katkilariyla basladigi, Nevruz bayrammin ilk kez
UNESCO ve BM’de TURKSOY etkinlikleri ile kutlandigi, yine TURKSOY’un
caligmalarinin da katkisiyla BM tarafindan 21 Mart tarihinin Uluslararast Nevruz
Bayrami olarak ilan edildigi hatirlanmalidir. Nevruz kutlamalari, geleneksellesmis ve
teskilat tarafindan her yil diinyanin farkli bir kdsesinde gergeklestirilmeye devam eden

etkinlikler olarak, basarili bir kiiltiirel diplomasi faaliyetine doniismiistir.

Efe Sevin, “TURKSOY iizerinden Tiirk Kamu Diplomasisinin Dis Politikaya Etkisine
Bir Bakis” isimli calismasinda, TURKSOY un Tiirk Dis politikas1 i¢in yumusak giic
yaratma potansiyelinin hayli yliksek oldugunu belirtir. Sevin’e gore teskilat bunu
geleneksel diplomasi konular1 disinda toplumlarla iletisim kurulmasina vesile olarak

yapmanin yani sira, Daimi Konsey Toplantilar1 gibi diizenli faaliyetleri ile Tiirkiye nin i¢
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ve dis politikasina yon veren aktorlerin diger Tiirk cumhuriyetlerindeki karar vericilerle
dogrudan iletisim kurmalarma firsatlar sunarak da yapmaktadir. Ayni calismada
TURKSOY un, Tiirk sanat1 ve sanatgilarinin tanitimini yaparak, bir baska deyisle Tiirk
kiiltiir hazinesini giin yiizline ¢ikararak, toplumlara yeni giindem maddeleri sundugunu da
belirten Sevin, teskilatin g¢aligmalarinin Tiirkiye’nin, sinirlar1 disindaki ¢ekiciligini
arttirdigin1  belirtmektedir. Bu artis diger iilkelerin ve bu iilkelerin vatandaslarinin

Tiirkiye ile olan iligki kurma istegini de arttiran bir unsudur.

TURKSOY’un Avrupa Birligi iiyesi olan Macaristan’da gerceklestirdigi etkinliklerin
ardindan, Macaristan’in Tiirk igbirligi orgiitlerine liye olmak i¢in bagvuruda bulunmasi,
yine TURKSOY *un Balkanlar’da diizenledigi etkinliklerin ardindan Tiirkiye’nin de dahil
oldugu TURKSOY iiyesi iilkelerden sanatcilarin, diizenli bir sekilde, her yil festivallere
davet edilmeleri, Tiirkiye’nin Tiirkiye disinda artan ¢ekiciligine verilebilecek orneklerdir.
Bu konuda bir bagka 6rnek teskilatin diizenledigi Tiirk Diinyas1 Kiiltiir Bagkenti projesi
kapsaminda verilebilir. Nitekim 2018 yilinda bu unvan tastyan Tiirkiye’nin Kastamonu
sehrine gelen turist sayis1 bir 6nceki yila oranla neredeyse iki kat artmis, tiim y1l 1000’in
iizerinde sanat¢tyr agirlayan Kastamonu, Tiirkiye’nin Tiirkiye disindaki iilkelerdeki

cekiciligini arttirmagtir.

TURKSOY’un tiim faaliyetlerinin ortak degerlerin goriiniirliigiinii arttirmak {izere
kurgulandig1 diisiiniiliirse, TURKSOY esas itibari ile iiyesi iilkelerin tamammin yumusak
giic kaynaklarmin etkisini yiikseltmektedir. TURKSOY iiyesi iilkeler ile, TURKSOY
etkinlikleri vesilesiyle muhatap olan neredeyse tiim {ilkeler, teskilata tiye iilkelerle
olusturacaklar1 siyasi ve ekonomik iligkilerin kendi iilkeleri i¢inde yararli olacagina

inanmakta ve bu hususta adimlar atmaktadir.
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Bu noktada uluslararas1 markalasmanin, kiiltiirel degerlerin diinyaya tanitilmasi
hususunda sagladigi katkilara deginmek yerinde olabilir. Zira bir yéniiyle TURKSOY,
kiiltiirel ve sanatsal faaliyetleri ile Tiirk kiiltlirlinii ve tarihini diinyaya tanitarak, Tiirk
diinyasinin diinya medeniyetleri i¢inde zengin bir kiiltiire sahip oldugunu gostermekte ve
TURKSOY iiyesi iilkelerin diinyadaki imajina da katki saglamaktadir. Ulke
markalagmasimin katkilaria deginecek olursak kisa vadede daha ¢ok turistin iilkeyi
ziyaret etmesi ve daha ¢ok uluslararasi 6grencinin egitim almak {izere tercihte bulunmasi
anlammna gelen bu siireg, zincirleme olarak dig yatirimeilan tesvik etmekte ve en
nihayetinde pek ¢ok kiiltiir elgisi kazandirarak, milli kiiltiiriin bu {ilkelerde daha cazip
hale gelmesini saglamaktadir. Tim bu gelismeler ise dis politika hedefleri agisindan
devletlere biiyiikk faydalar saglayabilmektedir. TURKSOY’un ¢aligmalarmin iiyesi

iilkelerin dig politikalarmin kiiltiirel boyutunu igerdigini sdylemek yanlis olmaz.

TURKSOY un iiye iilkeleri disindaki gerceklestirdigi faaliyetlere dair bahsedilmesi
gereken bir baska husus, bu faaliyetlerin Tiirk diasporasi iizerine etkileridir. TURKSOY

faaliyetleri ile Tiirk diinyas: diasporasini birbiriyle tanistirmakta, kuvvetlendirmektedir.

Tirk Konseyi Bagkan1i Bagdat Amrayev’in Tiirk Konseyi’nin Bakii Zirvesi’nde
paylastig1 verilere gore Tiirk diinyas1 4.5 milyon kilometrekarelik bir alanda yasayan, 150
milyonu asan bir niifusa sahiptir. 2.1 trilyon dolarin {izerindeki toplam GDP’si ile diinya
ekonomileri arasinda 13. sirada yer alan Tiirk diinyasi, ayn1 zamanda 20 milyonu askin

kisinin yer aldig1, farkli lilkelerde hayatlarini siirdiirmekte olan bir diasporaya da sahiptir.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Dis Isleri Bakanlig1 verilerine gore ise Tiirk diasporasi sadece
Avrupa’da 5.5 milyon kisiye yakindir. Bu hesaplamalara TURKSOY iiyesi iilkelerin

vatandaslar1 dahil edilmemistir. TURKSOY, calismalar1 ile bu diasporay1 birbirleriyle
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tanistirmakta nitekim tiyesi tilkelerin yumusak giiciinii arttirma noktasinda bulunmaz bir

katki sunmaktadir.

Diasporalar {ilkeler i¢in son derece énemli topluluklardir. Ekonomik katkinin yani sira,
uluslararasi sinirlarin agilmasinda yardimei kuvvetlerdir, sadece ekonomik hareketlilik
degil, bilim ve teknoloji transferini de saglarlar, iilkeler arasinda dostluk ve isbirligini

temsil eden topluluklar olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadirlar.

Devlet kurumlarinin belli bir koordinasyon igerisinde c¢alistigint kabul edersek,
TURKSOY Daimi Konsey Toplantilarinda, T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm bakanligmin hedef ve
amagclarini yansitacak, bu hedef amaglara ulagsma noktasinda katki saglayacak unsurlarin
bulunacagi ¢ikariminda bulunabiliriz. Her ne kadar iilkelerin dis politikalar1 Disisleri
Bakanliklar1 tarafindan belirlense de, Kiiltiir ve Turizm bakanliklart bu politikalarin
uygulanmasinda ve basartya ulagmasinda alt yiiklenicilerdir. Zira yumusak gii¢
cercevesinde Kkitlelerin turizm amacgl hareketliligi olduk¢a ©nemlidir. Bu kapsamda
TURKSOY ’un, iiyesi iilkelerin dis politika hedefleri konusunda bir alt yiiklenici oldugu
yada iiyesi oldugu iilkelerin dis politikalar1 agisindan bir yumusak giic araci oldugu
varsayimina ulagilabilir. Bu mekanizmadan maksimum faydayi saglamak icin, devlet
kurumlar1 arasindaki koordinasyonun yiiksek seviyede olmasi sarttir. Tiirkiye drneginde
bu koordinasyonun oldukca basarili siirdiiriildiigii soylenebilir. Zira TURKSOY ve T.C.
Kiiltlir ve Turizm Bakanligi arasinda basariyla yliriitilen ¢alismalar, T.C. Dasisleri
Bakanliginin takdirini kazanmis ve TURKSOY Genel Sekreteri Diisen Kaseinov, Ustiin

Hizmet Madalyas: ile ddiillendirilmistir.

1991'de baslayan karsilikli iletisim ve sonrasinda kiiltiir bakanlarinin girisimi ile kurulan

TURKSOY, karsilikli diyalog siirecinin tikandig1 kriz zamanlarinda dahi siirdiirdiigii
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toplantilar1 ve etkinlikleriyle, her ne kadar kiiltiirel ve sanatsal etkinliklere imza atan bir

orgiit olsa dahi Tiirk is birliginde siyasi iradenin adidur.

TURKSOY sadece Tiirk cumhuriyetleri ile olan iliskileri degil diinya devletleri ile Tiirk
cumhuriyetleri arasindaki iligkilerin derinlesmesine de katki sunmaktadir. Bélgenin lider
giicii Rusya'nin 6zerk cumbhuriyetlerinin bu tegkilatta gdzlemci olarak da olsa iiye
olmalar1, Tiirk dis politikasi agisindan kayda deger bir katkidir. Yirmi milyona yakin
Tiirk kokenli niifusu biinyesinde barindiran Rusya Federasyonu’nun de facto bir sekilde
de olsa TURKSOY ’un ¢alismalarina katilmasi Tiirkiye ile Rusya Federasyonu arasindaki

kiiltiirel isbirliginin ve karsilikli giivenin gelismesinde 6nemli rol oynamistir.

Etkinlik bazinda ise, caligsmalarinda Yunus Emre’nin “gelin tanis olalim” ilkesini
benimsemis bulunan TURKSOY *un, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde diizenledigi Yunus
Emre Oratoryosu, TURKSOY *un Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin cazibesini arttirma noktasinda basarili
uygulamalarindan biridir. T.C. Cumhurbaskanhig Senfoni Orkestras1 ve TURKSOY a
iiye sekiz iilkeden sanatcilarin katilimi ile olusturulan TURKSOY Senfoni Orkestrasi ve
120 kisilik Amerikan Jonhatan Grifitt Korosu tarafindan icra edilen, Tiirk besteci Adnan
Saygun yazdig: eser, Tiirkiye’nin ilk operasidir. Yunus siirleri ve ilahilerinin Tiirkce
olarak seslendirildigi konserler icin New York’un ve Washington DC’nin en prestijli
salonlart se¢ilmistir. “Tiirk kiiltiiriinlin Batili bir sanat formu ile tanitildigi” bu proje
kiiltiir tarihine gegen, TURKSOY iiyesi iilkelerin ortak bir basarisina érnek verilebilecek
onlarca projeden biridir. Etkinlik sonrasindaki dinleyici goriisleri ve yabanci basindaki

haberler etkinligin Tiirkiye-ABD iliskilerine olumlu katkisini ortaya koymustur.

TURKSOY'un kurulusu ile birbirini tetikleyen siireglerde, kiiltiirel iletisim, egitim
alaninda ortak projeleri meydana ¢ikarmis, yillar boyu Tiirkiye'de egitim goren kisilerin

bugiin iilkelerinde iist diizey gorevlerde birer Tiirkiye elgisi olarak c¢alistigi da



gozlemlenmistir. Kuskusuz ki bu durum Tiirk dis politikasi i¢in baska bir kazangtir. Tiirk
isbirliginin gelmis oldugu noktada pay sahibi olan TURKSOY un Tiirk Dis Politikas:
acisindan son kazanimi, kurucu iilkelerinden Azerbaycan, Kazakistan, Kirgizistan,
Ozbekistan’in cumhurbaskanlarmin katilimiyla diizenlenen TURKSOY Konseyi Bakii
Zirvesi sirasinda Barig Pinar1 Operasyonu'na dair alinan Tiirkiye’ye destek kararidir. Bu

toplantida, gbzlemci iiye olarak yer alan Macaristan’da bu karara destek vermistir.

TURKSOY iiyesi iilkelerden birine, herhangi bir devlet tarafindan ambargo uygulanmasi
durumunda dahi, TURKSOY ad1 altinda bu ambargo karsiliksiz kalmaktadir. Nitekim
KKTC, yillardir TURKSOY sayesinde diinyanin dért bir yaninda Tiirk diinyasinm bir
parc¢asi oldugunu gostermektedir. Diinya devletlerinin pek ¢cogunca, taninmamis bir lilke
olmasina ragmen, llke igerisinde farkli milletlerden yiizlerce sanat¢iyr agirlamakta,
Birlesmis Milletler, UNESCO gibi orgiitlerin yani sira diinyanin pek cok sehrinde
diizenlenen TURKSOY etkinliklerine katilarak o6z kiiltiiriinii temsil firsati elde
etmektedir. Kurucu cumhurbaskan1 Rauf Denktas, KKTC’nin TURKSOY’un iiyesi
olmasindan duymus oldugu memnuniyeti, teskilatin 10. yilia istinaden yolladig
mektupla, asagidaki ciimlelerle ifade etmistir.
Ulkelerimiz ve halklarimiz arasinda kiiltiir ve sanat faaliyetleri ¢ergevesinde 10
yildir stirdiiriilmekte olan ¢aligma ve etkinliklerin giderek yiikseldigini
gozlemlemekten mutlu oldugu belirmtek isterim. Degisik cografyalara dagilan
ama, ayni soydan gelen milyonlarca Tirk insani arasinda kiiltiir-sanat koprusii
vazifesini géren TURKSOY ’un birbirimize yakinlagmada ve kaynasmada yapmis
oldugu katkilar gurur vericidir. Bu katkilar ¢ergevesinde ve karsilikli etkilesim
icerisinde, Tilkelerimize ozgli kiiltiir ve sanat faaliyetlerinin daha c¢ok
zenginlesmesi ve diinyasal bir boyut kazanmasi en ic¢ten dilegimdir. Binlerce
yillik tarihi olan Tiirk kiiltiir ve sanatinin evrensel boyutlarda tanitilmasi igin

cabalarimiz1 esirgememeli; yeni bir bin yilin esiginde bu faaliyetlere daha ¢ok
katk1 saglayip, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin diinyadaki yerini saglamlagtirmaliy1z.

TURKSOY Genel Sekreteri Diisen Kaseinov’da TURKSOY’un KKTC’nin Tiirk

diinyasina agilan pencerisi oldugunu siklikla dile getirmistir. Sadece KKTC 6rnegi dahi,
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TURKSOY’un Tiirk dis politikas1 acisindan ne derece &nemli bir teskilat oldugunu

ortaya koymaktadir.

TURKSOY calismalarinin tamamini devlet baskanlarinin himayelerinde siirdiirmektedir.
Teskilatin caligmalari, liye devlerinin baskanlar1 ve uluslararasi orgiitlerin yoneticleri

tarafindan da sik sik takdir edilmektedir.

“TURKSOY bizi birlestiriyor. Bizim birlikteligimizin temelinde ortak kokler, medeniyet
ve tarih bulunmaktadir. TURKSOY u gii¢lendirmek igin elimizden geleni yapacagiz”
diyen Azerbaycan kurucu Cumhurbagkani Haydar Aliyev’in yam sira Tiirkmenistan
cumhurbaskan1 Gurbanhguli Berdimuhammedov, TURKSOY’un calismalarma ¢ok
onem verdigini, TURKSOY’un kardes halklar arasindaki kiiltiir baglarim
giiclendirdigini, Tiirk kiiltiirel mirasin1 aragtirarak gelecek nesillere tanittigni belirtmistir.
TURKSOY un galismalarmi destekledigini her vesile ile dile getiren Tiirkiye Baskani
Recep Tayyip Erdogan ise, Tiirk isbirligi orgiitlerinin diinyada daha taninir hale gelmesi
hususunda her tiirlii destegi sunmaya hazir olduklarmi dile getirmistir. TURKSOY un
admin sik sik birlikte anildig1 diinyanin en biiyiik kiiltiir teskilati olan UNESCO’nun
gecmis dénem Genel Direktorii irina Bokova, TURKSOY ziyareti kapsaminda, “Kiiltiir
biitiin ¢aligmalarimizin kalbinde yer aliyor. TURKSOY la bereber gerceklestirdigimiz
caligmalar diinya kiiltiire] mirasinin korunmasina ve gelecek nesillere aktarilmasi katki

sunuyor” diyerek teskilatin Tiirk diinyas1 disinda uluslarars1 boyutunu ortaya ¢ikarmistir.

Tiim bu noktalar géz ©Oniine alindiginda TURKSOY’un kurulusundan bu yana
Tiirkiye’nin dis politikasinda etkin olan bir kiiltiirel diplomasi orgiitii oldugu aciktir.
Orgiitiin 6niimiizdeki donemlerde de etkinligini arttirmasi olasilig1, bu ¢ergevede Tiirk

dis politikasina da olumlu bir sekilde yansiyacaktir.
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