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ABSTRACT 

 

 

TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY AND 

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP IN ASIA-PACIFIC 

 

 

Yoon, Hyunsoo 

Master, Department of International Relations 

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Oktay F. Tanrısever 

 

October 2019, 117 pages 

 

 

This thesis analyses Turkish foreign policy towards Asia-Pacific by focusing on the 

diplomatic, economic and cultural aspects. In the 2010s, Turkey and the six Asia-

Pacific countries have agreed to elevate their relationship into strategic partnership. 

Contrary to the views of several scholars who emphasize the continuity in Turkey's 

Asia-Pacific policy, this thesis argues that there are significant changes in Turkey's 

orientation towards this region as compared to Ankara's earlier policies. The thesis 

also demonstrates that Turkey is projecting a smart power strategy onto the region by 

combining its hard and soft power capabilities. 

 

Keywords: Turkey, Asia-Pacific, smart power, trading state, strategic partnership 

  



 v 

ÖZ 

 

 

TÜRK DIŞ POLİTİKASI VE 

ASYA-PASİFİK’TEKİ STRATEJİK ORTAKLIKLARI 

 

 

Yoon, Hyunsoo 

Yüksek Lisans, Uluslararası İlişkiler Bölümü 

Tez Yöneticisi: Prof. Dr. Oktay F. Tanrısever 

 

Ekim 2019, 117 sayfa 

 

 

Bu tez Türk Dış Politikasının Asya-Pasifik bölgesine yönelimini diplomatik, 

ekonomik ve kültürel boyutlarına odaklanarak incelemektedir. 2010’lu yıllarda, 

Türkiye ve altı Asya-Pasifik ülkesi ilişkilerini stratejik ortaklık düzeyine 

yükseltilmesine karar vermiştir. Türkiye’nin Asya-Pasifik politikasında devamlılığa 

vurgu yapan birçok uzmanın görüşünden farklı olarak, bu tez Türkiye’nin bu bölgeye 

olan yöneliminde Ankara’nın daha önceki politikalarına göre önemli değişikler 

olduğunu öne sürmektedir. Bu kapsamda tez Türkiye’nin bölgeye dönük bir akıllı güç 

stratejisi geliştirerek, yumuşak ve sert güç kabiliyetlerini nasıl etkili bir şekilde bir 

araya getirerek kullandığını da göstermektedir. 

 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Türkiye, Asya-Pasifik, akıllı güç, tüccar devlet, stratejik ortaklık 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Turkey has developed close relationship with Asia-Pacific countries in the 21st century 

and lifted its respective relationship with them to the level of strategic partnership, 

namely Japan (in 2013), South Korea (in 2012), China (in 2010), Indonesia (in 2011), 

Malaysia (in 2014) and Singapore (in 2014).1 Also, Ankara’s new foreign policy 

initiative called Yeniden Asya (Asia Anew) tells us that Turkish Asian policy is going 

to make a historical change.2 The Asia Anew Initiative consists of 4 main pillars: 

“improvement of interstate relations; expanding the trade capacity of the private sector; 

improvement of academic cooperation; development of interaction between the 

societies.”3 

1.1. Scope and Objective 

This thesis studies relations between Turkey and the six Asia-Pacific countries within 

the framework of Nye’s smart power concept. First of all, this thesis analyses the 

nature of their relations. It especially highlights the role of political, economic, and 

cultural factors in both Turkey and the six Asia-Pacific countries. It focuses on the 

 
1 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

2 Anadolu Agency, Dışxşlerx Bakanı Çavuşoğlu: Avrupa ve Asya’yı bxrleştxren Türkxye, eksenxn ta 
kendxsxdxr, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/politika/disisleri-
bakani-cavusoglu-avrupa-ve-asyayi-birlestiren-turkiye-eksenin-ta-kendisidir/1549725) 

3 Daily Sabah, Asia Anew: initiative to shape future of Turkish diplomacy, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www.dailysabah.com/diplomacy/2019/08/10/asia-anew-initiative-to-
shape-future-of-turkish-diplomacy) 
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significance of the liberal reorientation of general Turkish foreign policy since Turkish 

Prime Minister Turgut Özal, which have driven the rapid development of Turkish-Asia 

Pacific relations even until today.4 

Second, this thesis also aims to analyse Turkey’s smart power strategy towards the 

region. According to Joseph Nye, “Smart power is the ability to combine hard and soft 

power resources into effective strategies.”5 Turkey is likely to have a smart power 

strategy for the region. Turkey’s Asia-Pacific policy in the 21st century is not only 

interested in developing economic relations, but also diplomatic and cultural relations. 

For example, Turkey has rapidly developed its smart power resources by signing free 

trade agreements and establishing Turkish cultural centres in the 2010s.6 This thesis 

especially focuses on how Turkey engages in such a far region and reacts to regional 

affairs despite the geographical distance between them. 

1.2. Literature Review 

Many scholars have accepted that the contemporary Turkish foreign policy is being 

shaped by economic factors and most of their arguments are based on Kemal Kirişçi’s 

concept of the trading state. In his article, Kemal Kirişçi argues that; “the decision in 

the early 1980s during Özal’s years to open up and liberalise Turkish economy” 

resulted in the “growth of a new business elite” and “Turkey’s trade relations with the 

external World.”7 He asserts that; “the state influenced by the military-political and 

 
4 Tür, Özlem and Han, Ahmet K., A framework for understanding changing Turkish foreign policy. In 
Ö. Z. Oktav (Ed.). Turkey in the 21st Century: Quest for a New Foreign Policy. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 
2011, P. 14 

5 Nye, Joseph S., The Future of Power. New York, NY: Public Affairs, 2011, pp.22-23 

6 Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to Asia? Middle 
East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-
changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia) 

7 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009, P. 38 
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territorial system disturbed the Turkish trading state.”8 Based on his argument, Sinan 

Ülgen defined a trading state as a state which “emphasises the role of economic 

interdependence in its foreign policy, in contrast to states that rely on military hard 

power.”9 

However, accepting the concept of the trading state, some scholars focus not only on 

Turkey’s economic power, but also on Turkey’s soft power. Unlike economic power, 

soft power is a power of attracting and getting others to want the outcomes that one 

wants and co-opts people.10 Nye argues that; “transmission of culture occurs through 

commerce, personal contacts, visits, and exchanges.”11 

A Chinese scholar, Zan Tao, insisted that; “Turkey’s capacity for influences lies in its 

soft power as Turkey’s attraction among Chinese Muslims is becoming more 

pronounced and China sees Turkey’s peaceful Islamic teachings as a bulwark against 

extremism.”12 Selçuk Esenbel and Altay Atlı highlighted “Turkey’s efforts to expand 

its outreach.” “The policy-makers have made frequent visits to the region not only with 

politicians and bureaucrats but also with business executives and academics.”13 

 
8 Ibid, P. 53 

9 Ülgen, Sinan, A Place in the Sun or Fifteen Minutes of Fame? Understanding Turkey’s New Foreign 
Policy, Carnegie Papers, Carnegie Europe, No.1, December 2010, pp.9-11 

10 Nye, Joseph S., Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics, New York, NY: Public Affairs, 
2004, P. 7 

11 Ibid, P. 13 

12 Tao, Zan, An Alternative Partner to the West? Turkey’s Growing Relations with China, Middle East 
Institute, 2007. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/alternative-
partner-west-turkeys-growing-relations-china#_ftnref26) 

13 Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to Asia? Middle 
East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-
changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia) 
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As several scholars have accepted, this thesis is largely influenced by Kirişçi’s concept 

of trading state and admits that economic factors are Turkey’s main interest in the 

region. However, as some scholars argued, Turkey’s strategy in Asia-Pacific has shown 

that Turkey is promoting its soft power over regional countries regardless of their trade 

volume with Turkey. While Turkey is projecting a strategy onto the region which has 

characteristics of both hard and soft power, unfortunately, there have been few studies 

focusing on it. 

Combining the two concepts of economic and soft power is already done by Joseph 

Nye by developing the concept of smart power.14 He defines smart power as “the 

ability to combine hard and soft power resources into effective strategies.”15 This 

implies that Turkey might have developed its own smart power by combining two 

power resources into strategies. “When combined, the political, cultural, and economic 

values of Turkey and its unique position as a bridge between East and West would 

generate Turkey’s integrative power.”16 Keyman and Sazak also highlighted that; 

“Turkey possesses the right set of resources to convert its soft power into smart 

power.”17 

1.3. Argument 

This thesis argues that Turkish Asia-Pacific policy has made significant changes in the 

21st century compared to the past. As other scholars argued, this thesis largely accepts 

 
14 Nye, Joseph S., The Future of Power. New York, NY: Public Affairs, 2011 

15 Ibid, pp.22-23 

16 Keyman E. F. and Sazak O., Turkish Foreign Policy in the Transatlantic Context: from Soft Power 
to Smart Power, Strategic Research Center of the Turkish Foreign Ministry, 2012, P.13. (Retrieved on 
3 September 2019 from http://ipc.sabanciuniv.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Turkey_Transatlantic_ 
Partnership.pdf) 

17 Ibid. 
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the trading state concept in analysing early changes in Turkish Asia-Pacific policy.18 

However, this thesis differs from the arguments of these scholars in understanding later 

changes in the policy during the 2010s. The main argument of the thesis is that Turkish 

Asia-Policy in the 2010s began to develop a smart power strategy by combining its 

hard and soft power capability in order to achieve economic success and desired goals 

in easier way.19 

By analysing Turkey’s relations with the six strategic partner countries, namely Japan, 

South Korea, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, on the scope of their 

diplomatic, economic and cultural relations within the framework of smart power 

concept, the thesis also argues that Turkey has already applied the new strategies onto 

the region.20 This thesis also insists that Turkey’s turn to East doesn’t necessarily 

mean that Turkey is making an axis shift from Europe to Asia and Turkey’s turn to 

East is an extension of developments of the general policy.21 As a consequence, the 

thesis claims that Turkey’s new Asian initiative is deeply related with the smart power 

strategy. 

 
18 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009; Ülgen, Sinan, A Place in the Sun or Fifteen Minutes of Fame? 
Understanding Turkey’s New Foreign Policy, Carnegie Papers, Carnegie Europe, No.1, December 
2010, pp.9-11 

19 Keyman E. F. and Sazak O., Turkish Foreign Policy in the Transatlantic Context: from Soft Power 
to Smart Power, Strategic Research Center of the Turkish Foreign Ministry, 2012, P.13. (Retrieved on 
3 September 2019 from http://ipc.sabanciuniv.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Turkey_Transatlantic_ 
Partnership.pdf); Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to 
Asia? Middle East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/ 
publications/turkeys-changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia); Nye, Joseph S., The Future 
of Power. New York, NY: Public Affairs, 2011 

20 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

21 Anadolu Agency, Dışxşlerx Bakanı Çavuşoğlu: Avrupa ve Asya’yı bxrleştxren Türkxye, eksenxn ta 
kendxsxdxr, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/politika/disisleri-
bakani-cavusoglu-avrupa-ve-asyayi-birlestiren-turkiye-eksenin-ta-kendisidir/1549725) 
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1.4. Research Method 

In order to analyse Turkey’s smart power strategy in the Asia-Pacific, it is required to 

assess Turkey’s hard and soft power resources which have developed throughout the 

history. Also, historical development of diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations 

between Turkey and the Asia-Pacific countries are studied as well in a sense that they 

indicate how successful the strategy is. 

In this research, governmental data, statistics, academic studies, newspapers, library 

resources are used in order to offer better understanding of Turkey’s smart power 

strategy in the Asia-Pacific region. Due to unpopularity of the region among Turkey’s 

academics, academic sources for the thesis are not accumulated sufficiently. Therefore, 

the thesis largely depends on internet sources such as online news and articles. 

1.5. Organisation of the Thesis 

The first chapter briefly introduces the general outline of this thesis. The main 

argument of this thesis is that Turkey is developing smart power strategies in order to 

achieve economic success through its relations with the six strategic partners by 

maximising its hard and soft power over the region. 

The second chapter focuses on rising Turkish trading state and highlights Turkey’s 

need for economic expansion. It also analyses its Asia-Pacific policy in the 21st and 

development of strategic partnership in the scope of Joseph Nye’s smart power 

Chapters between the third to the sixth consist of brief introduction of foreign policy, 

economy and security concerns of the six countries, namely Japan, South Korea, China 

and Southeast Asian countries (Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore). Also, these 

chapters analyse development of diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations between 

Turkey and respective Asia-Pacific countries. 

The last chapter briefly summarises findings within the overall thesis. This chapter 

points out some conditions for Turkey’s economic success in the region from a smart 
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power perspective as well. As a result, this thesis argues that Turkey needs to develop 

specific strategies for respective countries in the region. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

 

TURKISH ASIA-PACIFIC POLICY IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

 

 

2.1. Introduction 

In this chapter, the thesis analyses Turkey’s turn to the East from the view on the basis 

of two concepts, the trading state and smart power.22 The thesis highlights the role of 

economic factors in Turkish foreign policy since the 90s and argues that Turkey’s 

economic interest has been one of the main reasons of Turkey’s expansion in Asia-

Pacific.23 

However, for both Turkey and Asia-Pacific countries are still strangers to each other, 

the thesis also insists that they needed to develop a new strategy in order to overcome 

physical and psychological distance. As a consequence, the thesis asserts that Turkey 

now considers both hard and soft power capability in order to maximise its economic 

success in the Asia-Pacific region by developing specific strategies.24 

2.2. The Rise of Turkish Trading State 

In understanding of developments in Turkish foreign policy since Özal’s period, 

Kirişçi’s concept of the trading state has affected many scholars. In fact, from the views 

 
22 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009; Nye, Joseph S., The Future of Power. New York, NY: Public 
Affairs, 2011 

23 Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to Asia? Middle 
East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-
changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia); Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish 
Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009 

24 Nye, Joseph S., The Future of Power. New York, NY: Public Affairs, 2011 
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of Esenbel, Atlı, and Tao, Turkey’s expansion in Asia-Pacific is cognate with economic 

orientation of Turkish foreign policy.25 

According to Kemal Kirişçi, “the decision in the early 1980s during Özal’s years to 

open up and liberalise Turkish economy resulted in the growth of a new business elite 

and Turkey’s trade relations with the external World.”26 He also asserts that; “the state 

influenced by the military-political and territorial system disturbed the Turkish trading 

state.”27 He added that; “the liberal market policies since the 1980s allowed business 

interest groups to access the government and foreign policy.”28 Based on his argument, 

Sinan Ülgen defined a trading state as “a state which emphasises the role of economic 

interdependence in its foreign policy,” in contrast to states that rely on military hard 

power.29 

The approach of both Kirişçi and Ülgen connotes multiple meanings. Firstly, Turkish 

foreign policy until the Özal’s era had been oriented by military interest and now 

prioritises economic factors.30 Secondly, thanks to liberal policy since Özal, a new 

business elite and non-governmental actors have come forward as important factors in 

 
25 Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to Asia? Middle 
East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-
changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia); Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish 
Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009 

26 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009, P. 38 

27 Ibid, P. 53 

28 Ibid. P.46 

29 Ülgen, Sinan, A Place in the Sun or Fifteen Minutes of Fame? Understanding Turkey’s New Foreign 
Policy, Carnegie Papers, Carnegie Europe, No.1, December 2010, pp.9-11 

30 Ibid. 
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decision-making process. 31  Lastly, in cooperation with businessmen and non-

governmental actors in various fields, Turkey has tried to increase trade volume and 

establish economic relationship with new regions.32 

These three points are true of Turkey’s expansion in Asia-Pacific as well. First, “the 

policy started to be reshaped with the economic interest since 1990s as the major 

economies in East Asia, especially China, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan, improved 

their economic capacities and the balance of power in the region got stabilised with 

the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the normalisation of Sino-American 

relations.”33 

Second, business interest groups like “Turkish Independent Industrialists and 

Businessmen’s Association (TÜSİAD), Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity 

Exchanges (TOBB), Turkish Exporters Assembly (TİM), Foreign Economic Relation 

Board (DEİK), International Transporters Association (UND), and Turkish 

Contractors Association (TMD)” have deeply participated in Turkish Asia-Pacific 

policy. 34  They also established joint organisations with respective Asia-Pacific 

countries such as KOTUBA (Korea-Turkey Business Association), Chinese Turkish 

 
31 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009 

32 Ibid. P.46 

33  Çolakoğlu, Selçuk, Turkey’s East Asian Policy: From Security Concerns to Trade Partnership. 
Perceptions, Vol. 17, 2012, P. 140 

34 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009, P.46; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s 
Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa. 
gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-pacific.en.mfa) 
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Economic and Cultural Exchange Association (中土經濟及文化交流協會), and 

Turkish-Indonesian Business Council.35 

Lastly, Turkey has signed different agreements with Asia-Pacific countries in order to 

increase trade volume and make more regional markets accessible for Turkish 

businessmen.36 For example, Turkey has signed free trade agreements with South 

Korea, Malaysia, Singapore in the 21st century and is negotiating with Japan, Indonesia, 

Thailand as well, covering most of the major economies in the region.37 Also, Turkey 

signed various trade protocols with Asia-Pacific countries, even with North Korea.38 

However, it is noticeable that many of these changes happened only in the 2010s. This 

point implies that there are more factors in growth in Turkey’s trade volume with the 

region apart from economic reorientation of Turkish foreign policy. For instance, all 

three free trade agreements between Turkey and Asia-Pacific countries are signed in 

the 2010s. Although Turkish government had supported Turkish businessmen to enter 

 
35  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Güney Kore’nin Ekonomisi. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/guney-kore_ekonomisi.tr.mfa); Chinese-Turkish 
Economic and Cultural Exchange Association, About us. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://chntkassoc.com/about-us/); DEİK, Turkey-Indonesia Business Council. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www.deik.org.tr/asia-pacific-business-councils-turkey-indonesia-
business-council) 

36 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

37 Daily Sabah, Turkey negotiates free trade agreements with 17 countries, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www.dailysabah.com/economy/2019/03/04/turkey-negotiates-free-trade-
agreements-with-17-countries) 

38 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey-People’s Republic of China economic and 
trade relations. (Retrieved on 3 September from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkey_s-commercial-and-
economic-relations-with-china.en.mfa); Çolakoğlu, S. and Güler, A., Turkey and Indonesia from 
Friendship to Partnership, USAK Policy Brief, No.1, 2011, P.6; Çolakoğlu, Selçuk, Turkey’s East Asian 
Policy: From Security Concerns to Trade Partnership. Perceptions, Vol. 17, 2012 
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markets in Asia-Pacific, trade volume with the region remained at very low level 

compared to other regions such as Europe and the Middle East.39 

Turkey’s trade volume with Asia-Pacific region started to increase to remarkable level 

only after the middle of the 2000s. While Turkey’s import from Asia-Pacific made up 

6.9% of Turkey’s total import in 1989 and remained around 10% until the early 2000s, 

it started to grow dramatically since 2003 and reached 22.05% in 2016.40 Now, import 

from the Asia-Pacific region surpasses that from Africa, North and South America, 

South Asia, and even the Middle East. 41  Asia-Pacific has become the second 

important region for Turkey in terms of Turkey’s import market, following Europe and 

Central Asia in the first place.42 

Despite the fact that Turkey’s trade volume with Asia-Pacific remained at very low 

level until the early 2000s, the trading state concept still well explains Turkey’s main 

purpose of its expansion in the region. For the region is physically far from Turkey 

and Turkey has been interested mainly in relations with Europe, Central Asia and the 

Middle East, there is supposed to be a reason for Turkey’s dynamic turn to East Asia. 

In this sense, this approach reminds us that Turkey has increased trade volume with 

the region to considerable level despite the tremendous trade deficit with the region 

for the sake of its economic expansion.43 

 
39 World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank, Turkey import partner share in %, (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/TUR/StartYear/1989/ 
EndYear/2017/TradeFlow/Import/Partner/BY-REGION/Indicator/MPRT-PRTNR-SHR) 

40 Ibid. 

41 Ibid. 

42 Ibid. 

43 World’s Top Exports, Turkey’s top trading partners, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://www.worldstopexports.com/turkeys-top-import-partners/) 
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2.3. In Search of a New Opportunity in the Asia-Pacific Century 

Although the trading state approach tells us a lot, it doesn’t directly explain why 

Turkey should have begun a risky adventure by announcing a new policy initiative for 

Asia and increasing trade volume despite the increasing trade deficit with the region.44 

In other words, Turkey declared the initiative even though its traditional Western 

partners might consider it as “Turkey’s axis shift from Europe to Asia.”45 

There have been three different terms defining this region, namely Far East, East Asia, 

and Asia-Pacific, and these definitions of regions have been promoted by different 

states to suit their own purposes.46 Far East is the oldest term referring to this region, 

but this is a Euro-centric term for the term was originally used to denote the Far East 

as “the farthest east of the three easts, beyond the Near East and the Middle East from 

the European perception since the 12th century.”47 

Unlike the European term, East Asia is more geographically limited and therefore 

excludes the Western powers such as the USA and Australia. Compared to the two 

terms, the term of Asia-Pacific is “mainly supported by the USA and legitimises the 

involvement of the USA in East Asian affairs.”48  According to McDougall, “US 

support has been a major factor in enabling the concept to become established and the 

 
44 Anadolu Agency, Dışxşlerx Bakanı Çavuşoğlu: Avrupa ve Asya’yı bxrleştxren Türkxye, eksenxn ta 
kendxsxdxr, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/politika/disisleri-
bakani-cavusoglu-avrupa-ve-asyayi-birlestiren-turkiye-eksenin-ta-kendisidir/1549725); World’s Top 
Exports, Turkey’s top trading partners, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www. 
worldstopexports.com/turkeys-top-import-partners/) 

45 Anadolu Agency, Dışxşlerx Bakanı Çavuşoğlu: Avrupa ve Asya’yı bxrleştxren Türkxye, eksenxn ta 
kendxsxdxr, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/politika/disisleri-
bakani-cavusoglu-avrupa-ve-asyayi-birlestiren-turkiye-eksenin-ta-kendisidir/1549725) 

46 McDougall, Derek, Asia Pacific in World Politics. Boulder, CO: Rienner, 2007, P. 6 

47 Wikipedia, Far East. (Retrieved on 18 April 2019 from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far_East) 

48 McDougall, Derek, Asia Pacific in World Politics. Boulder, CO: Rienner, 2007, P. 6 
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Western powers in this region such as Australia, Canada, and New Zealand have 

similar reasons to promote this term.”49 

While there have been three different terms based on different perspectives, it can’t be 

denied that Turkey has preferred and used the Eurocentric term of “Far East” (in 

Turkish Uzak Doğu) to refer to this region. There could be two reasons for Turkey’s 

use of this term. First, Turkey might have used this term in accordance with the 

Europeanised foreign policy, considering that traditional Turkish foreign policy had 

aimed for making Turkey a “European state” and “joining the Western system.”50  

Second, Turkey is literally far from the region and didn’t have much chance to engage 

in this region until the end of the Cold War. There are few Turkish scholars who used 

the term East Asia, but the use of East Asia has been limited. It can’t be denied that the 

term Far East is still widely used in Turkey, not being replaced by “Doğu Asya” (East 

Asia), while “the Far East is almost replaced by another term East Asia in English 

language since 1960s.”51 

However, Turkey’s perception of this region is completely changed in the 21st century 

as East Asia rose. The rapid growth of this region and Turkey’s political and economic 

stabilisation in the late 20th century allowed both the Asia-Pacific countries and Turkey 

to seek a new partnership with each other. Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted 

that “in line with its multi-dimensional foreign policy and in view of the growing 

economic and political significance of Asia-Pacific, Turkey has put into effect policies 

 
49 Ibid. 

50 Tür, Özlem and Han, Ahmet K., A framework for understanding changing Turkish foreign policy. In 
Ö. Z. Oktav (Ed.). Turkey in the 21st Century: Quest for a New Foreign Policy. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 
2011, P. 8 

51 Wikipedia, Far East. (Retrieved on 18 April 2019 from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far_East) 
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geared towards opening up to the region, which has gained considerable depth in 

recent years.”52 

The usual definition of Asia-Pacific includes East Asia and the Western powers of the 

Pacific. East Asia is also divided into Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia. Northeast 

Asia consists of China, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, North Korea, Russia (the Russian 

Far East), and Mongolia. Southeast Asian countries are Brunei, Myanmar, Cambodia, 

East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

and these countries except East Timor are members of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN).53 The Western powers of the Pacific are mainly Australia 

and New Zealand. There are also countries in North America such as the USA and 

Canada, which actively engage in the Asia-Pacific region, and some Latin American 

countries like Mexico, Peru, and Chile which are members of the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC).54 

Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs seems to accept the general definition of Asia-

Pacific, but they stated that Turkey has developed strategic partnership especially with 

six countries in the region, namely China, Japan, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia and 

Singapore, which means that Turkey is mainly interested in partnership with these 

countries and might limit the use of the term Asia-Pacific in referring to them.55 

 
52 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

53 ASEAN, ASEAN member states. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://asean.org/asean/ 
asean-member-states/) 

54  APEC, APEC member economies. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 fromhttps://www.apec.org/ 
About-Us/About-APEC/Member-Economies) 

55 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 
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Now we’re living in the Asia-Pacific century. It has been argued that; “the global 

leadership moved across the Pacific to Asia during this century, just as the global 

leadership moved from Europe to North America in the 1900s.”56 Turkish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs also stated that; “it is now apparent that the defining theme of the 21st 

century will be the rise of the Asia-Pacific region.”57 

It is obvious that the rise of Asia-Pacific region is largely based on economic success 

of regional countries, but there are more to be taken into consideration such as political, 

military and cultural developments in the region. In this sense, Turkey is interested in 

developing not only economic relations with the regional countries, but also relations 

within various field. As Turkish Ministry of Foreign Policy highlighted, “the rise 

started primarily in the economic field, but its political, military and cultural 

implications have gradually begun to manifest themselves.”58 

The statement of Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs underlines the volume of Asia-

Pacific economy as well as other developments. As noted, “the Asian continent 

contains around 45 percent of the world population, as well as 30 percent of the world 

economy” and “any political, military, economic development in the region as well as 

developments regarding environmental impacts of industrialisation, access to food, 

raw materials and energy resources have global affects.”59 

If Turkey was interested only in economic success in Asia-Pacific, the decisions made 

by Turkey to increase trade volume would be a non-sense. Currently, increasing the 

 
56 Geis II, J. P., Why Asia matters. In Adam B. Lowther (Ed.). The Asia-Pacific Century: Challenges 
and Opportunities. Boca Raton, FL: Taylor and Francis, 2013, P. 20 

57 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s Relations with the Asia-Pacific Region. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

58 Ibid. 

59 Ibid. 
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trade volume with Asia-Pacific simply means increasing trade deficit. Among 10 major 

countries with which Turkey incurred the highest trade deficits, four countries are 

located in the Asia-Pacific region: China (-$17.8 billion, ranked in second), South 

Korea (-$5.4 billion, ranked in fourth), Japan (-$3.6 billion, ranked in eighth), and 

Malaysia (-1.8 billion, ranked in tenth).60 

In this sense, Turkish trading state doesn’t offer a solution to this tremendous trade 

deficit. This point requires Turkish decision-makers to find out a new strategy. 

“Although these cashflow deficiencies clearly indicate Turkey’s competitive 

disadvantages with the above countries, but also represent key opportunities for 

Turkey to develop country-specific strategies to strengthen its overall position in 

international trade.”61 

The key to understand Turkey’s decision to increase its ties with Asia-Pacific despite 

its disadvantages lies in Turkey’s comprehension of soft power. Unlike hard (military 

and economic) power, soft power is “a power of attracting and getting others to want 

the outcomes that one wants and co-opts people rather than coerces them.”62 

Many scholars now accept that Turkey has begun improving its soft power over the 

region. A Chinese scholar, Zan Tao, insisted that; “Turkey’s capacity for influences lies 

in its soft power as Turkey’s attraction among Chinese Muslims is becoming more 

pronounced and China sees Turkey’s peaceful Islamic teachings as a bulwark against 

 
60 World’s Top Exports, Turkey’s top trading partners, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://www.worldstopexports.com/turkeys-top-import-partners/) 

61 Ibid. 

62 Nye, Joseph S., Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics, New York, NY: Public Affairs, 
2004, P. 7 
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extremism.”63 Selçuk Esenbel and Altay Atlı highlighted “Turkey’s efforts to expand 

its outreach.” The policy-makers have made frequent visits to the region not only with 

politicians and bureaucrats but also with business executives and academics. Also, 

they are “opening new diplomatic missions, launching new flight destinations of 

Turkish Airlines, lifting visa requirements, establishing Turkish schools and cultural 

centres promoting Turkish language and culture” in the Asia-Pacific region.64 

Consequently, it is now safe to insist that Turkey is projecting a strategy containing 

both economic and cultural understanding onto Asia-Pacific. Leaving the trade deficit 

aside, Turkey is trying to be more integrated with the region and engaging in regional 

affairs. This tells us that Turkey must have a complex and developed strategy for the 

region, not limited in the view of the trading state. Cultural expansion has become one 

of the main goals of Turkey’s 2023 Vision. Turkish President Erdoğan argued that 

“Turkey needs to set new cultural goals in accordance with the 2023 Vision” and said 

that; “as the society, the business world, NGOs, universities, people of arts and culture, 

we should join forces and make a better use of the means and resources we have.”65 

2.4. Factors Shaping Turkish Asia-Pacific Policy 

Rosenau argued that; “all foreign policy analysts either explain the external behaviour 

of societies in terms of five sets of variables, or they proceed in such a way that their 

explanations can be recast in terms of the five sets: the individual factors, the role 

 
63 Tao, Zan, An Alternative Partner to the West? Turkey’s Growing Relations with China, Middle East 
Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/alternative-
partner-west-turkeys-growing-relations-china#_ftnref26) 

64 Esenbel, S. and Atlı, A., Turkey’s Changing Foreign Policy Stance: Getting Closer to Asia? Middle 
East Institute, 2013. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-
changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia) 

65 Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, We should set new cultural goals for ourselves in accordance 
with the 2023 Vision, 2017. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.tccb.gov.tr/ 
en/news/542/72201/we-should-set-new-cultural-goals-for-ourselves-in-accordance-with-the-2023-visi 
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factors, the governmental factors, the societal factors, and the systemic factors.”66 

Therefore, factors which influence Turkey’s foreign policy decisions in the Asia-

Pacific region can be explained in the five sets of variables as well. In order to analyse 

these five factors, Ahmet Sözen’s model of four settings is applied: “conceptual setting; 

micro-setting; domestic macro-setting; and external macro-setting.”67 

Conceptual setting refers to “the theoretical source of ideas that are readily available 

for the decision-maker that he or she either consciously or unconsciously utilises in 

making policy choices.” 68  The theoretical source of Turkish decision-makers is 

liberalism. While former Turkish decision-makers were mainly interested in security 

or economic issues in the region, the current Turkish decision-makers are interested in 

economic, cultural and religious issues simultaneously.69  For example, Turkey is 

developing economic partnership with non-Muslim secular countries in Northeast Asia 

such as Japan, South Korea, China and also engaging in Muslim minority issues in 

Southeast Asia such as the Philippines and Myanmar.70 71 

Sözen puts, “micro-setting is the domain in which the human dimension of foreign 

policy-making comes into the picture and his setting can be divided in two, as 

 
66 Rosenau, James, N., The Scientific Study of Foreign Policy, New York, NY: The Free Press, P. 108 

67 Sözen, Ahmet, A paradigm shift in Turkish foreign policy: transition and challenges. Turkish Studies, 
11:1, 2010 

68 Ibid. 

69 Kirişçi, Kemal, The Transformation of Turkish Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Trading State, New 
Perspectives on Turkey, no.40, 2009, P. 53 

70  Anadolu Agency, Turkish aid agency builds key facilities in Philippines’ Moro region, 2018. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/2018/12/17/turkish-aid-
agency-builds-key-facilities-in-philippines-moro-region) 

71 Anadolu Agency, Turkish First Lady Emine Erdogan visits Rohingya Muslims in Bangladesh, 2019. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/en/pg/photo-gallery/turkish-first-lady-
emine-erdogan-visits-rohingya-muslims-in-bangladesh/0) 
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personality (social, educational, religious background, ideology of the decision-maker) 

and role variables (external behaviour of the decision-maker).”72 In this sense, Turkish 

foreign policy is influenced by the personalities and roles of the AKP leadership. The 

AKP claimed that; “their political identity is similar to the European Christian 

democrats and referred itself to conservative democrats, but not Islamist democrats, 

promising democracy, more individual liberties, market economy and welfare for the 

poor.”73 

The current Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, is a founding 

member of the AKP and was appointed as the minister of Foreign Affairs by Davutoğlu. 

He contributed in shaping Turkish foreign policy by extending Turkey’s soft power 

understanding. 74  For example, aiming to promote Turkish language and culture, 

Turkey recently opened Yunus Emre Institute in Seoul, the capital city of South Korea, 

after Erdoğan and Çavuşoğlu paid official visit to South Korea in May 2018.75 Turkey 

has opened three branches of Yunus Emre Institute in the Asia-Pacific region, Japan, 

Malaysia and South Korea.76 

There are plenty of domestic factors for Turkey to change its policy towards the Asia-

Pacific region. A new business class in Turkey, so-called the Anatolian Tigers, needed 

Turkish government to give them access to more foreign markets and capitals. TİKA 

 
72 Ibid. 

73 Ibid. P. 110-111 

74 Anadolu Agency, Turkey makes best use of soft power: Cavusoglu, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 
2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/en/todays-headlines/turkey-makes-best-use-of-soft-power-cavusoglu 
/1142563) 

75 Yunus Emre Institute, Yunus Emre Institute’s Seoul branch opens. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 
from https://www.yee.org.tr/ en/news/yunus-emre-institutes-seoul-branch-opens) 

76 Yunus Emre Institute, Yunus Emre Institute. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.yee. 
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(Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency) has been central to 

Turkey’s policymaking. As Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated; “TİKA has 

been working to contribute to the social and economic development of the region.”77 

Second, the long-lasting turbulence of Turkish economy and politics was solved in the 

2000s under the AKP government and this allowed Turkish decision-makers to design 

multi-dimensional, more assertive and strategic foreign policy towards the Asia-

Pacific region.78 The shift in Turkey’s Asia-Pacific policy was realised as Turkish 

foreign policy could use more resources and gain more public attention. According to 

Çolakoğlu, “due to weak coalition governments between 1991-2001, Turkey couldn’t 

implement effective foreign policy strategies and Turkish economy experienced two 

financial crises in 1994 and 2001.”79 

Third, the Asia-Pacific region became the second major region from which Turkey 

imported, following Europe and Central Asia.80 China and South Korea are also listed 

in the list of 10 major countries from which Turkey imported.81 As mentioned above, 
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80 World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank, Turkey imports, tariff by region 2017. (Retrieved on 
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among 10 major countries with which Turkey incurred the highest trade deficits, four 

countries are located in the Asia-Pacific region.82 

Fourth, the influence of Asia-Pacific capital increased in Turkish markets. For example, 

among ten major mobile vendors in Turkey, six companies are Asia-Pacific capital 

(April 2019): Samsung (South Korean, 53.52% of market share), Huawei (Chinese, 

8.66% of market share), LG (South Korean, 4.08% of market share), Lenovo (Chinese, 

1.18% of market share), Sony Ericsson (Japanese, 1.06% of market share), HTC 

(Taiwanese, 1.05% of market share).83 

There are other examples such as the popularity of South Korean cosmetic products 

among Turkish customers and Chinese-Japanese designer brand “Miniso” which has 

32 branches in Turkey. 84  The Asia-Pacific cultural products like music, games, 

animations and films are getting popularity in Turkey. Japanese game console, Sony’s 

Playstation is ruling the video game market in Turkey (89.23% of market share, April 

2019).85 Also, it is now well-known that Korean boy-bands such as BTS and EXO 

became famous among Turkish teenagers.86  There are co-produced films such as 
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Turkish-Japanese Ertuğrul 1890 (2015) and Turkish-South Korean Ayla (2017, 

2018.)87 88 

2.5. The Trading State with Smart Power Strategy 

Turkish Asia-Pacific policy affected by the factors has begun to take a specific form 

with smart strategy. As Joseph Nye defines, “smart power is the ability to combine 

hard and soft power resources into effective strategies.”89 Hard power consists of 

military power and economic power, but as military consideration of Turkish foreign 

policy has declined under the AKP, Turkey is now interested more in enhancing its 

economic power. Unlike hard power which is based on power of command, coercion 

and inducement, soft power is “the ability to shape the preferences of others by 

attracting and co-opting them.”90 

Both economic and soft power is produced by their own resources, but the concept of 

smart power tells us that hard and soft power can reinforce each other.91 A well-

designed smart power strategy allows a state to achieve its desired outcomes and 

behaviour from the target.92 This means that Turkey can achieve economic success 

through a smart power strategy even if its economic power over the region is limited, 

on the condition that its soft power attracts and co-opts Asia-Pacific countries without 
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abusing “power of command, coercion and inducement.”93 It is also important that 

even hard power resources can produce soft power.94 

The current Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu argued that; “Turkey is the 

country that makes the most effective use of soft power in the world”.95 Turkey has 

actively claimed its soft power capability and opened new diplomatic missions, 

launched new flight destinations of Turkish Airlines, lifted visa requirements, 

established Turkish cultural centres promoting Turkish language and culture in the 

Asia-Pacific region.96 

In a view based on the concept of soft power, “transmission of culture occurs through 

commerce, personal contacts, visits, and exchanges.”97  Unlike military power or 

economic power, “soft power often consists of intangible factors such as institutions, 

ideas, values, culture, and the perceived legitimacy of policies.”98 Nye insisted that; 

“the soft power of a country rests primarily on three resources: its culture (in places 

where it is attractive to others), its political values (when it lives up to them at home 
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and abroad), and its foreign policies (when they are seen as legitimate and having 

moral authority).”99  

Based on facts, Turkey is now projecting a strategy onto the region which has 

characteristics of both hard and soft power. It is becoming clearer that Turkey is 

developing a new strategy promoting and combining its economic and soft power in 

such a remote region in which Turkey had never been a major actor. There are many 

clues which shows that Turkey has an actual smart power strategy.100 

The main reason why Turkey might have developed a smart power strategy is because 

this approach promises Turkey power of a new dimension, which is called integrative 

and structural power.101 When combined, as Fuat Keyman and Onur Sazak put, “the 

political, cultural, and economic values of Turkey and its unique position as a “bridge” 

between East and West would generate Turkey’s integrative power.”102 

Integrative power is “an ability to create networks of trust that enable groups to work 

together toward common goals and structural power is a power which bridges or 

exploits structural holes and controls communication between certain parts of the 

network.” 103  This view was also expressed by Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt 
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Çavuşoğlu as he insisted that; “Turkey is the axis itself which combines Europe and 

Asia.”104 

Another reason could be because Turkey already possesses “the right set of resources 

to convert its soft power into smart power.”105 According to this view, Turkey can use 

its readily available soft power resources in order to achieve economic success. In 

other words, with a proper power conversion strategy to convert its soft power into 

smart power, even if Turkey’s economic power over the region is limited, Turkey will 

be able to achieve its desired outcomes.106 

2.6. Turkey’s Smart Power Strategy and Partners 

Turkey lifted its relationship with respective Asia-Pacific countries to the level of 

strategic partnership, namely Japan (in 2013), South Korea (in 2012), China (in 2010), 

Indonesia (in 2011), Malaysia (in 2014) and Singapore (in 2014) respectively.107 

There is no doubt that they all have become important actors in international affairs 

and Turkey’s main partners in the region. The term ‘strategic partnership’ hasn’t been 

clearly defined by Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Although not all agreements 
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are accessible, Turkey’s agreement of strategic partnership with Japan implies the 

definition of the term.108 

Apparently, strategic partnership described in this declaration includes “increased 

cooperation on political field, economic field, cultural and scientific-technological 

field, and regional affairs and international fora.”109 Turkey has closely related with 

the six strategic partners in international organisations such as UN, G20, OECD, 

MIKTA and D-8 within the frame of both economic and soft power consideration. 

Furthermore, Turkey is monitoring developments in APEC and ASEAN, regional 

organisations in Asia-Pacific.110 

Turkey-South Korea relations are a good example of Turkey’s smart strategy 

application for three points. First, Turkish decision-makers desired to expand the trade 

volume even though Turkey’s trade deficit with South Korea is growing.111 Second, 

they have accepted South Korea as a main partner in governmental transportation and 

infrastructure projects and asked more investments from the country for the 

accomplishment of the 2023 Vision.112 Third, they demanded support from South 
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Korean government for Turkish cultural centre and they opened the centre within less 

than a year.113 

The first and second points are quite comprehensible since Turkey is a growing trading 

state. However, the third point is remarkable in a sense that Turkey has never had such 

an official organisation in South Korea, which promotes its language education, 

cultural exchange, tourism and so on.114 

Turkey’s strategic partnership is a product of its institutionalised smart power strategy 

and it can be assumed that Turkey is planning to accomplish the 2023 Vision by 

combining its hard and soft power with a proper smart power strategy in cooperation 

with its Asia-Pacific strategic partners. Strategic partnership apparently refers to 

increased cooperation on political field, economic field, cultural and scientific-

technological field, and regional affairs and international fora. 115  This perfectly 

corresponds with Nye’s approach of smart power.116  

Turkey’s smart strategy for the region can be analysed into five factors: “(1) preferred 

goals or outcomes, (2) available resources, (3) the positions and preferences of the 

targets of influence attempts, (4) forms of power behaviour likely to succeed, (5) the 

probability of success.”117 

First, preferred goals are what Turkey aims to achieve in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Turkey is attempting to join and engage in several regional and international 
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organisations such as D-8, ASEAN, MIKTA, etc.118 The preferred goals or outcomes 

of Turkey’s Asia-Pacific are: (1) expanding Turkey’s export market in the region; (2) 

receiving investment from regional countries; and (3) getting support for Turkey’s 

political position in international arena.119 

The first goal has been fulfilled as Turkey signed and negotiates for free trade 

agreements with regional countries.120 The second goal also has been accomplished 

as the investment from the Asia-Pacific countries to Turkey exceeded $7.5 billion by 

the end of 2017 and as many Asia-Pacific firms have contributed in developing 

Turkey’s infrastructure.121 The third goal has been fulfilled by elevating its relations 

with six regional countries to strategic partnership, opening new embassies; 

cooperating with the regional countries in international organisations such as UN, G20, 

IOC, and MIKTA; accession to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation of ASEAN, 

membership of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), active participation in the 

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) as Post-Forum Dialogue Partner and the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) as Dialogue Partner, etc.122  
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Second, available resources refer to Turkey’s hard and soft power resources readily 

available in the region. Turkey already has soft power resources and instruments in the 

region, such as tourism. China is a particularly important market for the Turkish 

tourism industry. 123  Also, Turkish government and Turkish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, especially under the leadership of Çavuşoğlu, are supporting Yunus Emre 

Institute in Japan, South Korea and Malaysia. Yunus Emre Institute is the counterpart 

to China’s Confucius Institutes, and South Korea’s Korean Culture Centre and Sejong 

Institute. It promotes Turkish language and culture abroad.124 

There is also the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB), which 

coordinates the activities for Turks living abroad, related communities and Turkish 

governmental scholarship programs for foreign students. 125  Furthermore, Turkish 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism actively sponsors several activities to promote 

Turkish culture, history, language, and tourism in the Asia-Pacific region.126 

As Çavuşoğlu insisted; “Turkey’s flag carrier Turkish Airlines is a prominent soft 

power instrument of Turkey as well.”127 Covering most of the major cities in the Asia-

Pacific region, Turkish Airlines flies to Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai and Hong Kong 

in China, Denpasar and Jakarta in Indonesia, Osaka and Tokyo in Japan, Kuala Lumpur 
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in Malaysia, Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia, Manila in the Philippines, Singapore, Seoul in 

South Korea, Taipei in Taiwan, Bangkok and Phuket in Thailand, Hanoi and Ho Chi 

Minh City in Vietnam.128 It also codeshares with major Asia-Pacific airlines such as 

Air China, All Nippon Airways (Japanese), Asiana Airlines (South Korea), Garuda 

Indonesia, Malindo Air (Malaysia), Philippine Airlines, Singapore Airlines, Thai 

Airways.129 

Although Turkey’s trade deficit in the Asia-Pacific region is tremendous, it can be also 

an economic power resource.130 Turkey can use its trade deficit as an economic power 

resource by “controlling the access of Asia-Pacific capital to its markets.”131 The 

imbalance within trade between South Korea and Turkey allowed Turkey to reach its 

goal in the region, as an agreement on the investment sector with South Korea was one 

of the main agendas during Erdoğan’s visit to South Korea.132 

Third, the preferences of the targets of influence attempts are what the targeted 

countries desire to gain from Turkey. Many Asia-Pacific countries seem to be 

interested in Turkey’s role as “a bridge between East and West.”133 For instance, China 

sees Turkey as a part of the Silk Road Economic Belt (丝绸之路经济带), which is going 
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to connect Central Asia, West Asia, the Middle East and Europe.134 The preferences 

of the Asia-Pacific countries are entering Turkish markets and getting an access to 

Europe and the Middle East through Turkey. Also, Turkey signed a customs union with 

EU in 1995.135 

Many Asia-Pacific firms are interested in both Turkish and European markets. For 

example, one of the biggest South Korean capital SK Group established a joint e-

commerce company called “n11” with Turkish company, Doğuş Planet.136 Another 

South Korean capital, CJ Group, bought Turkish biggest cinema group, Mars Cinema 

Group, which is famous for its brand “Cinemaximum” and CJ Group is also planning 

to enter European cinema markets on the basis of Turkish cinema chain.137  

Fourth, forms of power behaviour likely to succeed are between command and co-

optive power, “ranging along a spectrum from coercion to economic inducement to 

agenda setting to pure attraction.” 138  As the targets of the strategy are usually 

economies bigger than that of Turkey, coercion would not be effective. Also, as many 

Asia-Pacific countries have strong cultural influence on Turkey and as Turkey’s soft 

power resources in the Asia-Pacific region have been limited except resources 

regarding its tourism, pure attraction would not be a successful form of power 
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behaviour as well. Therefore, successful forms of power behaviour would be situated 

between economic inducement and agenda setting.139 

Turkey seems to prefer the co-optive behaviour of soft power instead of the command 

behaviour of hard power. The current Foreign Minister Çavuşoğlu insisted that; 

“permanent power is soft power” and “hard power can be used when needed, but it 

needs to be measured, fair, and in compliance with international law”.140 

Lastly, the probability of success is related with Turkey’s understanding of its previous 

policy in the region and Turkey’s position in international politics. With proper 

strategies and strategic partnership, Turkey is likely to achieve its goals. In the past, 

“Turkey’s economic and political crises have limited relations with Asia-Pacific 

countries.” 141  “Increased economic capacity of both Turkey and Asia-Pacific 

countries allows them to have stronger relationship.”142 

For smart power strategy contains more forms of power behaviour, there are more 

options for Turkey to apply to the countries with different historical contexts and 

positions in international arena. For example, Turkey can be a mediator between non-

Muslim majority and Muslim minorities in Asia-Pacific countries.143 On the other 

hand, Turkey can be an important economic partner for Japan and South Korea in a 
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sense they are interested in Turkey’s geopolitical location surrounded by Europe, West 

Asia and North Africa.144 

2.7. Conclusion 

In this chapter, the thesis analysed Turkish Asia-Pacific policy in the view based on 

two concepts, the trading state and smart power. The thesis tested if the trading state 

concept is relevant with Turkish Asia-Pacific policy and found out that the concept 

doesn’t fully explain developments in the policy during the 2010s for Turkey has 

continued to expand its relations with Asia-Pacific countries despite its growing trade 

deficit. In this sense, the thesis argued that the changes during the 2010s can be 

explained through the smart power concept and highlighted that Turkey has developed 

its soft power capability in Asia-Pacific in order to achieve economic success. 

To test whether this argument is relevant with major countries in the region, Turkey’s 

diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with Japan, South Korea, China, and 

Southeast Asian countries is analysed in the next 4 chapters. For Northeast Asian 

countries and Southeast Asian countries have quite different history in terms of 

relations with Turkey and different backgrounds, they are analysed separately. Since 

Japan had been one of Turkey’s main partners in the region and it had offered the most 

foreign aid to Turkey, Turkey’s relations with Japan are analysed in the first place. 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

 

TURKEY AND JAPAN 

 

 

3.1. Introduction 

In this chapter, the influence of deterioration of Turkish-Japanese relations over 

Turkey’s general Asia-Pacific policy is analysed. There is no doubt that Japan has been 

one of Turkey’s main partners in international politics so far. Japan has been one of the 

big economies that provided foreign investments to Turkey. 145  Former Turkish 

President and Prime Minister Turgut Özal was personally interested in Japanese affairs 

and improved bilateral relations with Japan in 1980s.146 

However, Japan reduced investments in Turkey during the 1990s due to its long-lasting 

economic depression since 1991 and Turkey’s political and economic instability.147 

Although Japan has tried to recover its relations with Turkey back as much as in the 

past, many evidences show that Turkey might have turned its face away from Japan to 

China and South Korea.148  To restore their close relationship, Japan and Turkey 
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should develop common interest in energy issues and support each other in various 

fields on the basis of the long friendship.149 

3.2. Japan’s Diplomatic Principles 

According to Japanese Foreign Ministry, there are six principles of Japan’s foreign 

policy: “(1) strengthening the Japan-U.S. Alliance and promoting the networking of 

allies and friendly nations; (2) enhancing relations with neighbouring countries; (3) 

promoting economic diplomacy; (4) contributing to address global issues; (5) 

contributing to the peace and stability of the Middle East; and (6) promoting a “Free 

and Open Indo-Pacific.”150 

The six principles are relevant with Japan’s approach to its relations with Turkey. Japan 

sees Turkey as an important country for “its NATO membership, efforts to join the EU, 

multifaceted diplomacy with states in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa.”151 Japan 

regards Turkey as a pro-Japan country while it is worried with growing tensions 

between Turkey and U.S.152 

3.3. Turkey’s Diplomatic and Economic Relations with Japan 

Turkish-Japanese relations have the longest history amongst any other countries in the 

Asia-Pacific region. Their friendship dates back to the late Ottoman era. Sultan 

Abdülhamid II was deeply impressed by Japan’s rapid modernisation following the 

Meiji Restoration of 1868 and sent a frigate named after Ertuğrul, the father of the 
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founder of the Ottoman Empire, to Japan in 14 July 1889 in order to boost bilateral 

relations between the Ottoman Empire and Japan.153 

Unfortunately, on the way back to the Empire in 16 September 1890, the Ertuğrul 

encountered a typhoon and sank near the present-day town of Kushimoto, Wakayama 

Prefecture.154 Although 527 personals lost their lives including the admiral Ali Osman 

Paşa, Japanese islanders saved 69 members of the frigate.155 This news reached the 

empire and its successor, Turkey, tried to establish a deeper relationship with Japan. 

As the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated; “hospitality and assistance shown 

by the Japanese Government and the people for its survivors after this tragic accident 

is considered as the starting point of the friendship between the two countries”.156 

Citing that Turkey has debt of gratitude from the tragedy of Ertuğrul, Turkey repaid 

the kindness shown by Japan in 1985 by sending two airliners in order to evacuate 215 

Japanese from Tehran, Iran during the Iran-Iraq War after Saddam Hussein announced 

that Iraqi military would begin targeting even commercial airliners over Iran.157 As 
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the Ministry underlined; “this evacuation constituted another emotional turning point 

in bilateral relations.”158 

The old friendship between Turkey and Japan extended to their economic and cultural 

relations. Turkey has been interested in economic cooperation with Japan and Japanese 

foreign direct investment. Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs states that; “Japan is the 

third biggest economy after USA and China, and Japanese loans financed important 

projects in Turkey.”159 

As Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated, Japan regards Turkey as one of its most 

important aid recipients in the Middle East and actively provides assistance for three 

reasons: “(1) Turkey is an important nation and is contributing to regional stability 

with its moderate and realistic foreign policy and by working harmoniously with the 

West while maintaining friendly and cooperative relations with neighbouring Eastern 

European countries and Newly Independent States; (2) Turkey’s need for aid is strong 

due to its large population; (3) Turkey is geopolitically important because of its 

location at the crossroads of Asia, the Middle East, and Europe.”160 

According to the Ministry, Japanese foreign direct investment in Turkey was 2.7 

billion USD for the period of 2002-2018.161 The Ministry stated that; “important 

projects such as Marmaray, the Bridge of Haliç, Hasan Uğurlu Barrage, Altınkaya 
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Barrage, Second Bosporus Bridge had been financed with the loans provided by 

Japanese International Cooperation Agency.”162 

According to the data given by Turkish Investment Office, Japan is the 10th investor in 

Turkey.163 “While 99 among 104 countries decreased their investment in Turkey, 

Japan was one of the five countries which raised investment in Turkey even after the 

2016 coup d’état attempt in Turkey and Turkey’s military operations beyond the 

border.”164  

Table 1 shows the amount of Japanese foreign direct investment in Turkey since 2008 

to 2017. Turkey has received approximately 60% of Japanese investment in Europe. 

In 2009, Japanese investment in Turkey was ¥38,914 million ($355 million). However, 

while Turkey’s percentage has remained around 50-70%, Japan decreased its 

investment in Europe. 

There are other reasons for the stagnation of Turkish-Japanese relations apart from 

Japan’s decreased investment in Turkey. Çolakoğlu argues that Japan was somewhat 

responsible for the failure of Turkey’s project of being a model to Central Asia in the 

1990s.165 Turkish foreign policy in Central Asia during the 1990s was shaped to 

present Turkey as the model of a democratic and secular country to the Muslim people 

of the region by using the advantage of its historical and cultural ties.166 Although 

Japan was asked to contribute economically, through development aid, capital and 
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technology, Japan rejected Turkey’s request in order “not to come into conflict with 

Russia and China in its expansion in Central Asia.”167 

Table 1. Japanese FDI in Turkey (2009-2017) 

Year Amount Japan’s FDI in Turkey/ 
Japan’s Total Investment in Europe 

2009 38,914 67.6% 

2010 54,577 72.8% 

2011 15,470 48.1% 

2012 22,417 78.0% 

2013 12,884 66.7% 

2014 16,789 48.8% 

2015 10,632 19.2% 

2016 9,711 67.5% 

2017 16,541 62.5% 
 

million JPY 

Source: Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)168 

Turkey’s dissatisfaction with Japan eventually pushed Turkey to find out new partners 

in Asia-Pacific. As shown in Table 2, Japan had led Turkey’s import from Asia-Pacific 

until the early 2000s. However, Japanese economic power over Turkey has gradually 

decreased as China and South Korea rapidly rose in the late 20th century. Turkey’s 

import from both China and South Korea surpassed that from Japan in 2005. This 

literally meant Japan’s disadvantage in Turkish domestic market. 
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Table 2. Turkey’s Import from Japan, South Korea and China (1990-2015) 

  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Japan 1,120 67% 1,400 56% 1,590 39% 3,109 23% 3,298 13% 3,140 9% 

S.Korea 302 18% 566 23% 1,170 29% 3,485 26% 4,764 19% 7,057 20% 

China 246 15% 539 22% 1,322 32% 6,885 51% 17,181 68% 24,873 71% 

Total 1,668 2,505 4,082 13,479 25,243 35,070 

 

million USD 

Source: World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank169 

Even though Japan decreased its investment in Turkey, Japan didn’t discontinue 

investment and kept bilateral trade with Turkey. Currently, around 200 Japanese 

companies are operating in Turkey and 5 Turkish companies are in Japan.170 Major 

exports from Japan are machinery and equipment, automotive products, iron and 

steel.171 Major Japanese companies in Turkey are usually automotive companies such 

as Toyota, Honda and Nissan.172 For example, Toyota has its own car factory in 

Sakarya, Turkey and doubled its manufacturing capacity in 2016.173 

 
169 Import from Japan, South Korea, and China, originally provided by WITS (World Integrated Trade 
Solution), World Bank. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://wits.worldbank.org) 

170 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Turkey, Turkey-Japan economic and trade relations. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkey_s-commercial-and-economic-relations-with-japan. 
en.mfa) 

171 Ibid. 

172 Ekohaber, Türkiye’de 195 Japon firması faaliyet gösteriyor, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 
from http://www.ekohaber.com.tr/turkiye-de-195-japon-firmasi-faaliyet-gosteriyor-haber_id-306 
26.html) 

173 BBC Türkçe, Japon şirketleri Türkiye’de nasıl daha fazla yatırım yapar?, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www. bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-45759330) 
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However, Turkey’s resentment against Japan wasn’t soothed despite Japan’s continued 

investment in Turkey because Japan has already signed free trade agreement with the 

European Union but keeps postponing signing the agreement with Turkey.174 Turkey 

signed customs union agreement with the European Union in 31 December 1995 and 

Japan was interested in Turkey’s free trade agreements with important economies. 

Turkey has worked on negotiation with Japan in order to catch up on President 

Erdoğan’s visit to the 14th G20 Summit in 2019 in Japan.175 

However, as the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement entered into force on 1 

February 2019, Japan might not be very interested in signing free trade agreement with 

Turkey.176 Since Japan has recently signed FTA with the EU, Japanese automotive 

products can enter European market and Turkey’s market through European market 

tariff-free 7 years later. However, Turkish products cannot enter Japanese market free 

of tariff because Turkey hasn’t signed separate FTA with Japan so far. What is worse, 

this situation might result in decrease in Turkey’s export.177 

Recently, Japan gave up Sinop Nuclear Plant Project because of doubled construction 

cost due to increased safety requirements after the tragic accident of Japan’s 

Fukushima Nuclear Plant and the fall of Turkish Lira.178 This also resulted in Turkey’s 

dissatisfaction with Japan. Many countries contested for the Sinop Nuclear Plant 

 
174 Dünya, AB-Japonya anlaşması Türkiye’yi de etkiliyor, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
https://www.dunya.com/ekonomi/ab-japonya-anlasmasi-turkiyeyi-de-etkiliyor-haberi-438700) 

175 Ibid. 

176  European Commission, EU-Japan economic partnership agreement, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-japan-economic-partnership-agree 
ment/) 

177 Dünya, AB-Japonya anlaşması Türkiye’yi de etkiliyor, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
https://www.dunya.com/ekonomi/ab-japonya-anlasmasi-turkiyeyi-de-etkiliyor-haberi-438700) 

178 Nikkei Asian Preview, Japan to scrap up Turkey nuclear project, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 
2019 from https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Japan-to-scrap-Turkey-nuclear-project) 
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project and Turkey considered South Korean company as well. Former Turkish 

President Abdullah Gül visited South Korea for negotiations with the South Korean 

state-owned company KEPCO to build a nuclear power plant in Sinop.179 

Although Japan gave up the project, the two countries are still seeking cooperation in 

other fields.180 Turkey still considers Japan as a partner in various fields including 

clean coal, renewable energy, R&D work, developing human resources transportation 

projects.181 

Japan is also interested in energy issues in the Middle East. Japan’s dependency on 

energy resources from the Middle East has been intensified after the meltdown of 

Fukushima Nuclear Plant in 2011.182 Japan wants to offer an alternative to China’s 

Silk Road Initiative to countries in the Middle East.183 In order to meet Japan’s need, 

Turkey can mediate between Japan and other Middle Eastern countries like Iran, UAE, 

Qatar and Saudi Arabia.184  

 
179 Dünya, Sinop bçbn nükleer santral görüşmelerb olumlu, 2010. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
https://www.dunya.com/gundem/sinop-icin-nukleer-santral-gorusmeleri-olumlu-haberi-116869) 

180 Ibbd. 

181 Bianet, Erdoğan: Sbnop Nuclear Plant Project halted, 2019. (Retrxeved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://bxanet.org/englxsh/envxronment/209842-erdogan-sxnop-nuclear-plant-project-halted) 

182 Mxddle East Eye, What bs Japan’s strategy bn the Mbddle East? 2019. (Retrxeved on 3 September 
2019 from https://www.mxddleeasteye.net/opxnxon/what-japans-strategy-mxddle-east) 

183  Boduszynski, M. P., Lamont, C. K., Streich, P., Japan and the Middle East: Navigating U.S. 
priorities and energy security, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei. 
edu/publications/japan-and-middle-east-navigating-us-priorities-and-energy-security) 

184 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, Diplomatic Bluebook 2019, P.16. (Retrieved on 3 September 
from https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000515910.pdf) 

 



 44 

3.4. Turkey’s Cultural Relations with Japan 

In 2015 Japan announced a new activist Middle East policy.185 Although Japan is 

mainly targeting Arab countries and Iran, Turkey has been one of Japan’s trustful 

partners in the region. Japan still wants to ensure access to stable sources of energy.186 

Japan recognises Turkey as a country which plays a big role in the Middle East and an 

important partner as its strategic partner.187 

Both Turkey and Japan are interested in improving cultural relations. Turkey 

celebrated the year 2010 as ‘the Japan Year in Turkey’ on the occasion of the 120th year 

of the Ertuğrul Frigate Disaster. 188  In December 2015, Turkish-Japanese co-

produced film named Ertuğrul 1890 (in Japanese 海難 1890) was released.189 Japan 

is also celebrating the year 2019 as ‘Year of Turkish Culture in Japan’.190 

Japan was the first Asia-Pacific country to open its cultural centre in Turkey. On 3 May 

1998, the Turkish-Japanese foundation cultural centre (Türk Japon Vakfı Kültür 

Merkezi) was opened in Ankara and President of Turkey, Süleyman Demirel, and 

 
185 Lamont, Christopher K. and Pannwitz, Hannah, “Japan’s New Middle East Policy: Good News for 
Europe?” Clingendael, 2015 

186  Boduszynski, M. P., Lamont, C. K., Streich, P., Japan and the Middle East: Navigating U.S. 
priorities and energy security, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https:// 
www.mei.edu/publications/japan-and-middle-east-navigating-us-priorities-and-energy-security) 

187 Anadolu Agency, Turkey, Japan look to further improve relations, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 
2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/turkey-japan-look-to-further-improve-relations/1303 
246) 

188  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, Japan-Turkey Relations (Basic Data). (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www. mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/turkey/data.html) 

189 Beyazperde, Ertuğrul 1890 – Kainan 1890. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www. 
beyazperde.com/filmler/film-237364/ 

190 Ibid. 
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Prince and Princess Tomohito of Mikasa attended the opening ceremony.191  The 

centre holds a variety of cultural events in Turkey. As Japanese Foreign Ministry states, 

the centre functions as a base for not only cultural exchange between two countries 

but also other various field of exchange.192 

As a counterpart to Japanese Cultural Centre in Turkey, Turkey is also running Yunus 

Emre Institute in Tokyo, Japan.193 Yunus Emre Insitute offers not only Turkish course 

for free of charge, but also Ebru, Turkish calligraphy, Turkish cuisine, etc.194 

3.5. Conclusion 

Turkey and Japan have an old and strong relationship based on historical events. 

Turkey had seen Japan as a new opportunity for itself. Japan has been one of Turkey’s 

trustful trade partners and investors. There are many organisations and associations 

which show their long-lasting friendly relationship. 

While Chinese and Korean influence on Turkey has grown, it cannot be denied that 

Japan has been the most popular among them in Turkey for decades. Japan still offers 

foreign direct investment to Turkey more than any other Asia-Pacific countries and 

cultural exchange between two countries is being expanded. 

However, as China and South Korea have risen rapidly in the late 1990s, Japanese 

economic and cultural influence on Turkey has decreased gradually and relatively 

compared to them. The reasons why Japan’s influence over Turkey declined might be: 

 
191  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, Japan-Turkey Relations (Basic Data). (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www. mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/turkey/data.html) 

192  Türk Japon Vakfı, Tarihçe. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.tjv.org.tr/tr/ 
hakkimizda/tarihce/) 

193 Yunus Emre Institue, Tokyo. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://tokyo.yee.org.tr) 

194 Sözcü, Tokyo’da Türkçe açılımı, 2016. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.sozcu. 
com.tr/2016/gundem/tokyoda-turkce-acilimi-1518973/) 
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decreased Japanese FDI in Turkey; postponed FTA between Japan and Turkey; Japan’s 

cancellation of Sinop Nuclear Plant Project; and also, rapid economic and cultural 

expansion of China and South Korea in Turkish market and long-lasting economic 

recession of Japan. 

Japan’s indifference to enhancing relations with Turkey could have affected Turkey to 

give relative advantage to other Asia-Pacific countries, especially for South Korea. To 

restore their close relationship, Japan and Turkey should develop common interest in 

energy issues and support each other in various fields on the basis of the long 

friendship. 

In the next chapter, Turkey’s diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with South 

Korea will be discussed. This chapter also tests South Korea as a development model 

for Turkey. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

 

TURKEY AND SOUTH KOREA 

 

 

4.1. Introduction 

South Korea has been an attractive alternative to Japan for Turkey. South Korea largely 

replaced Japan’s role for Turkey. In the past relations between Turkey and South Korea 

had been oriented by their military interests. Their bilateral relations started as Turkey 

sent its armed forces to the Korean peninsula during the Korean war.195 The two 

countries could continue their close relationship because they were both Western allies. 

However, as the two countries both have become prominent middle power countries, 

they share a lot of common interest aside from military.196 They agreed to lift their 

relationship to the level of strategic partnership in 2012 and strengthened it in the 

framework of MIKTA as well.197 South Korea is also an attractive development model 

for Turkey.198 Although Turkey has trade deficit with South Korea, Turkey wants to 

 
195 Hürriyet Daily News, South Korea praises Turkey’s help during Korean war, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/south-korea-praises-turkeys-help-during-
korean-war-135110) 

196 Dal, Emel P., “On Turkey’s Trail as a “rising middle power” in the network of global governance 
preferences, capabilities, and strategies”, Perceptions, Winter 2014, Volume XIX, Number 4, pp. 107-
136 

197  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Relations between Turkey and South Korea. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/relations-between-turkey-and-the-
republic-of-korea.en.mfa) 

198 Gür, Nurullah, “What can Turkey learn from the South Korean development experience?”, The New 
Turkey, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://thenewturkey.org/what-can-turkey-learn-
from-the-south-korean-development-experience) 
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expand the trade volume and get investments from South Korea.199 South Korea has 

played an important role in fulfilment of Turkey’s 2023 Vision and Turkey has 

continuously supported South Korea’s claim for the denuclearisation of the Korean 

peninsula against North Korea as well.200 

4.2. South Korea’s Diplomatic Principles 

South Korea’s diplomatic principles are: “(1) restoration of summit diplomacy with 

four countries [U.S, Japan, China and Russia]; (2) securing momentum for peace and 

stability on the Korean peninsula; (3) expanding the diplomatic horizons through 

diversification of diplomacy; (4) enhancing Korea’s role and standing in the 

international community; and (5) diplomacy together with the people.”201 

South Korea announced the New Northern Policy which targets Russia, Tajikistan and 

Central Asian Turkic states, namely Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 

Kyrgyzstan, which might interest Turkey.202 

4.3. Turkey’s Economic Relations with South Korea 

Economic relations between Turkey and South Korea have rapidly grown during the 

21st century. Two countries have actively related with each other in economic context. 

Both countries have seen each other as a new opportunity for economic expansion. 

 
199 Cheong Wa Dae, Republic of Korea, President calls Turkish counterpart, 2017. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://english1.president.go.kr/Media/News/54) 

200 Ibid. 

201 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea, 2018 Diplomatic White Paper, 2018. (Retrieved on 
3 September 2019 from http://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5684/down.do?brd_id=761&seq= 
317962&data_tp=A&file_seq=1) 

202 Ibid. 
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Their economic partnership is strong and firm compared to other Asia-Pacific 

countries for several reasons: 

First, the two countries signed free trade agreement in 2013.203 It was Turkey’s first 

FTA with a major economy in the Asia-Pacific region. While Malaysia and Singapore 

also signed FTA with Turkey, their GDP value is lower than that of South Korea as in 

Table 3. 

Table 3. The Six Countries and Turkey in World GDP Rankings (2019) 
 

Rank Country GDP (Nominal) % Share 

2 China 14,172.20 16.10% 

3 Japan 5,220.57 5.93% 

11 South Korea 1,699.68 1.93% 

16 Indonesia 1,066.84 1.21% 

20 Turkey 631.16 0.717% 

35 Malaysia 372.63 0.423% 

37 Singapore 359.62 0.41% 

 

billion USD 

Source: World Economic Outlook Database, International Monetary Fund (IMF)204 

Second, Turkey and South Korea are members of MIKTA. MIKTA was created in New 

York in September 2013 at a meeting held on the side-lines of Leaders’ Week of the 

 
203 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey-Republic of South Korea economic and 
trade relations. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkey_s-commercial-and-
economic-relations-with-south-korea.en.mfa) 

204 The six Asia-Pacific Countries and Turkey in World GDP Rankings in 2019, extracted from the 
original data provided by International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database, October 
2018, (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2018/02/ 
weodata/index.aspx) 
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UN General Assembly.205 MIKTA is a cross-regional consultative platform between 

Mexico, Indonesia, South Korea, Turkey and Australia to increase mutual 

understanding, deepen bilateral ties, and find common grounds for cooperation.206 

The most recent MIKTA Foreign Ministers’ meeting was held in New York, USA on 

27 September 2018. 207  While the ministers including Turkish Foreign Minister 

Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha discussed 

various topics, they also covered topics such as trade wars and the future of 

international trade, recent developments in Turkey and the region and updates on the 

issue of the Korean Peninsula.208 

Third, the trade volume between Turkey and South Korea now exceeds the volume 

between Japan and Turkey as in Table 4. Japan has been Turkey’s most important 

economic partner in the region throughout the history. However, as the trade volume 

between Turkey and Japan and Japanese foreign direct investment in Turkey decrease, 

China and South Korea have risen as alternatives to Japan.209 While China is leading 

Turkey’s import market, import from South Korea is also remarkable as it is 9th largest 

in Turkey’s import market as in Table 5. 

 

 
205  MIKTA, Vision. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://mikta.org/about/vision.php?ck 
attempt=1) 

206 Ibid. 

207 MIKTA, MIKTA Foreign Ministers’ statement on MIKTA’s fifth anniversary, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/data/mikta-ortak-aciklama.pdf) 

208  MIKTA, the Thirteenth MIKTA Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, New York, 27 September 2018. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://mikta.org/network/consultation.php?pn=1&sn=&st= 
&sc=&sd=&sdate=&edate=&sfld=&sort=&at=view&idx=343) 

209 Akkemik, K. Ali, Is Turkey turning its face away from Japan to China and Korea? Evidence from 
trade relations, Perceptions, Vol.21 
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Table 4. Turkey’s Trade Volume with Japan and South Korea (1990-2015) 

 

  1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Japan 1,359 1,580 1,739 3,343 3,570 3,475 

S. Korea 410 629 1,183 3,518 5,068 7,626 
 

million USD 

Source: World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank210 

However, Turkey has expressed that the trade between the two countries has to be 

more balanced.211 While the trade volume has dramatically increased, it is too much 

one-sided. In 2018, while the trade volume was $7.26 billion, Turkey’s trade deficit 

with South Korea was -$5.42 billion.212 Özmen expressed that; “investment of Korean 

companies could be one of ways to fix this issue.”213 Özmen picked Hyundai Motor 

as a good example as 35% of Hyundai cars produced in Turkey were exported outside 

Turkey, mainly to the EU in 2005.214 

 

 
210 Turkey’s Trade Volume with Japan and South Korea (1990-2015), extracted from the original data 
provided by WITS (World Integrated Trade Solution), World Bank. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 
from https://wits.worldbank.org) 

211 Cheong Wa Dae, Republic of Korea, The President and Turkish President Speak By Phone, 2017. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://english1.president.go.kr/BriefingSpeeches/Briefings/19); 
The Korean Times, Turke, Korea Blood Brothers, 2007. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/ news/special/2007/06/139_4062.html) 

212  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Güney Kore’nin Ekonomisi. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/guney-kore_ekonomisi.tr.mfa) 

213 The Korean Times, Turkey, Korea Blood Brothers, 2007. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/ news/special/2007/06/139_4062.html) 
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Table 5. Turkey’s Top 10 Import Partners in 2017 
 

Rank Country Import 

1 China 23,371 
2 Germany 21,302 
3 Russia 19,514 
4 USA 11,952 
5 Italy 11,305 
6 France 8,071 
7 Iran 7,492 
8 Switzerland 6,904 
9 S. Korea 6,609 
10 UK 6,549 

 

million USD 

Source: World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank215 

The Eurasia Tunnel was also built by SK E&C. The tunnel is the world’s first double-

deck road tunnel across the Bosporus strait of Istanbul. SK E&C will be in charge of 

maintenance and operation until June 2041. 216  The Eurasia Tunnel Project was 

recognised as the Global Best Project in the tunnel and bridge sector in 2016 by the 

Engineering News Record.217 

 
215 Ibid. 

216  Business Korea, SK E&C’s Eurasia Undersea Tunnel honored as Global Best Project, 2016. 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.businesskorea.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno 
=15311) 

217 Ibid. 
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South Korean companies and Turkish companies are cooperating within the frame of 

KOTUBA (Korea-Turkey Business Association).218 This association was established 

in 1989 as a result of cooperation between Turkish Foreign Economic Relations Board 

(DEİK, Dış Ekonomik İlişkiler Kurumu) and South Korean Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (대한상공회의소). 219  KOTUBA was originally organised by Turkish 

businessmen and the purpose of KOTUBA is mainly to support development in 

economic relations, bilateral trade and investment between the two countries.220 

According to Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, more than 300 South Korean firms 

operate in Turkey and 28 Turkish firms in South Korea.221 For instance, Samsung 

Electronics is leading Turkey’s smartphone market and its market share is 53.52%, 

ranked in the first.222 

Although Turkey’s trade deficit got intensified, Turkey still wants to continue to 

expand the trade volume.223 The main reason could be because Turkey needs South 

Korean investments in its transportation and infrastructure projects for the fulfilment 

 
218  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Güney Kore’nin Ekonomisi. (Retrieved on 3 
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of the 2023 Vision. 224  “The two countries signed four bilateral agreements on 

cooperation in higher education; information, telecommunication, space and satellite 

technologies; industry and energy; and health and medical science,” which are relevant 

with main goals of the 2023 Vision.225 

South Korea has been an attractive development model for Turkey.226 “Even though 

Turkey implemented a state-led industrialisation strategy during the Cold War as South 

Korea did, Turkey couldn’t be successful as much as South Korea.”227 “Turkey started 

to strengthen its manufacturing industry by giving economic incentives to encourage 

more investment in key areas, such as automobile, defence industry, railway systems, 

renewable energy technologies, petrochemical industry, medical devices and so on.”228 

South Korea agreed to contribute in such areas and has already done several projects 

in favour of Turkey’s 2023 Vision. 229  As South Korea is planning to enhance 

 
224 Daily Sabah, Turkey, South Korea agree on cooperation for success of 2023 vision, 2018. (Retrieved 
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cooperation with Central Asian countries by announcing the New Northern Policy, 

Turkey might mediate them as well.230 

4.4. Turkey’s Cultural Relations with South Korea 

South Korea’s experience is not limited in industrial area. South Korea is also a middle 

power country with a strong soft power capability. South Korea’s cultural invasion, or 

so-called Hallyu (the Korean wave), has become very influential even in Turkey. There 

are about 150,000 K-Pop (Korean Pop) fans registered in Turkey. 231  During the 

Gyeongju expo in Istanbul, a popular music program in South Korea “Music Bank” 

was held in Turkey for the first time, at Ülker Sports Arena which accommodates 

15,000 people.232 

Korean Culture Centre (Kore Kültür Merkezi) was established on 13 October 2011 in 

Ankara, Turkey in order to reinforce cultural exchanges between Korea and Turkey 

and it is run by the South Korean government.233 Korean Culture Centre offers various 

courses on Korean language, Korean food, Taekwondo, Korean traditional dress, K-

Pop Academy, calligraphy, and traditional Korean musical instruments for free of 

charge.234 
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The centre also cooperates with schools and universities in Turkey. For example, 

students of the department of Korean language and literature at Ankara University 

organised “Korean Culture Day (Kore Kültür Günü)” at a high school in Ankara, 

sponsored by the cultural centre, celebrating the 60th anniversary of Korea-Turkey 

diplomatic relations.235 In 2018, the centre organised two free concerts at Middle East 

Technical University: a traditional Korean music performance named “Jeong Ga Ak 

Hoe – Nonilda” on 3 October236 and one with a traditional Korean instrument named 

“CelloGayageum” on 21 December as well.237 

Korean language has become a popular language in Turkey. According to Turkish 

Council of Higher Education, department of Korean language and literature is 

established in Ankara University (1989), Erciyes University (1998) and Istanbul 

University (2016).238 Also, Korean is now taught in high schools in Turkey as a 

second foreign language as well.239 According to Korean Cultural Centre, Sejong 
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239 Hürriyet Daily News, Korean, Farsi to be taught in Turkish high schools’ education ministry, 2018. 
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Institute, which offers official Korean courses, has 5 branches in Turkey as in Ankara, 

Istanbul, Izmir, Bursa and Trabzon.240 

On the other hand, Turkey’s approach to its cultural relations with South Korea is 

mainly based on its tourism and culture. Turkey is one of popular destinations among 

South Korean tourists. According to Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 120,622 

South Korean tourists visited Turkey in 2017.241 

While Ankara University had run TÖMER (Türkçe Öğretim Merkezi, Turkish 

Education Centre) in South Korea, it mainly served as a language education centre and 

its capacity was limited since it was attached to Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 

and not a governmental organisation.242 After Erdoğan and Çavuşoğlu paid official 

visit to South Korea in May 2018, Turkey established Yunus Emre Institute in Seoul, 

the capital city of South Korea in order to promote Turkish language and culture in the 

country.243 

4.5. Conclusion 

Turkey and South Korea have developed a partnership since the very beginning of 

their political relations. The two countries agreed to elevate their diplomatic relations 

to strategic partnership in 2013. The two countries are closely supporting each other 

on global stage as in G20, OECD, MIKTA, etc. The free trade agreement between 

Turkey and South Korea is Turkey’s first FTA with a major economy in Asia-Pacific. 
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Although Turkey’s trade deficit increases as the trade volume grows, Turkey still 

desires to deepen cooperation with South Korea in order to fulfil the 2023 Vision. 

South Korea’s New North Policy might interest Turkey. 

South Korean firms have contributed in Turkey’s infrastructure and got popularity in 

Turkey’s market. It should be noticed that South Korea might be a good model of 

development for Turkey. Their close relations are likely to continue as they share 

similar values and interests in international and domestic affairs. 

In the next chapter, Turkey’s diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with China 

will be discussed. China has become Turkey’s most important trade partner and also 

strategic partner. This chapter focuses on new policy initiatives of Turkey and China.
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CHAPTER 5 

 

 

TURKEY AND CHINA 

 

 

5.1. Introduction 

In this chapter, Turkey’s diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with China will 

be discussed. Turkey announced Asia Anew initiative and China also declared its Silk 

Road Initiative.244 The main question of this chapter is whether Turkey’s Asia Anew 

initiative would harmonise with its Chinese counterpart. There is no doubt that China’s 

new project will give a new opportunity to Turkey and Turkey has applied many 

policies to take part in the project.245 

However, the two countries often had incompatible understandings in international 

affairs and Turkey couldn’t have sufficiently obtained China’s attention and benefits 

from China.246 Turkey’s claim for human rights and democracy doesn’t accommodate 

 
244 Anadolu Agency, Dışxşlerx Bakanı Çavuşoğlu: Avrupa ve Asya’yı bxrleştxren Türkxye, eksenxn ta 
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and Fidan, Giray, China’s Belt and Road Inititative (BRI) and Turkey’s Middle Corridor: “Win-Win 
cooperation”?, 2018. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.mei.edu/publications/chinas-
belt-and-road-initiative-bri-and-turkeys-middle-corridor-win-win-cooperation) 
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ANKASAM, 1 (3), 2017, P.75; Ergenç, Ceren, Can two ends of Asia meet? An overview of contemporary 
Turkey-China relations, East Asia, 32, 2015, P.292 
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with China’s core values.247 Turkey needs to develop strategies to take advantage of 

China’s policy without putting its relations with China at risk. 

5.2. Principles and Framework of the Belt and Road Initiative 

The Belt and Road Initiative is China’s systematic project to integrate the development 

strategies of the countries along the Belt and Road.248 The initiative is designed to 

“uphold the global free trade regime and the open world economy in the spirit of open 

regional cooperation.”249 China claims that the initiative is an extension of “the Five 

Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which have been basic principles of China’s 

diplomacy for 50 years.”250 The five principles are: “mutual respect for each other’s 

sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual nonaggression, mutual non-interference in 

each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence.”251 

The purposes of the initiative are: “(1) promoting orderly and free flow ow economic 

factors, highly efficient allocation of resources and deep integration of markets; (2) 

encouraging the countries along the Belt and Road to achieve economic policy 
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coordination and carry out broader and more in-depth regional cooperation of higher 

standards; (3) and jointly creating an open, inclusive and balanced regional economic 

cooperation architecture that benefits all.”252 

The framework of the Belt and Road Initiative consists of the Silk Road Economic 

Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The Silk Road Economic Belt links 

China with: the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea through Central Asia and West 

Asia; and Southeast Asia, South Asia and the Indian Ocean.253 The 21st Century 

Maritime Silk Road establishes two sea ways: one from China’s coast to Europe 

throughout the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean; and one from China’s coast 

through the South China Sea to the South Pacific Ocean.254 

5.3. Turkey’s Diplomatic and Economic Relations with China 

In the 21st century, Turkey-China diplomatic relations shifted to a new phase. As 

Turkey began to move the focus of its foreign policy from West to East, China became 

the most important partner in Turkey’s expansion to East. China sees Turkey as a part 

of the Silk Road Economic Belt (丝绸之路经济带) as in Illustration 1. Since the 

economic belt is going to connect Central Asia, West Asia, the Middle East and Europe, 

Turkey’s geographical location will be crucial to this project. The two countries also 

maintain sound cooperation under such multilateral frameworks as the United Nations, 

G20 and Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia.255 
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Illustration 1. The Map of the Belt and Road Economies256 

 

 
 

Source: Herbert Smith Freehills 

 

Turkey-China economic relations have developed mostly during the 21st century. As 

in Table 1, Turkey’s import from China has tremendously increased during the 21st 

century. As Akkemik puts, the rise of China in the world economy has been reflected 

in China’s increasing share in Turkey’s trade and China became an important supplier 

of industrial materials and intermediate inputs for Turkish industries.257 Akkemik also 
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argues that; “the deterioration of Japan’s importance for Turkish trade has continued 

as China joined the World Trade Organisation in November 2001.”258 

However, as Çolakoğlu claimed, “even though Turkey expects benefits from China 

offering huge economic opportunities, China has pursued opposite policies of the 

Turkish claims in the international arena as in Kosovo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cyprus 

and Nagorno-Karabakh issues.”259 Akçay also asserted that; “China’s political moves 

had not the sufficiency to be beneficial for Turkey.”260 He argued that; “Turkey should 

take considerable economic and political steps in order to balance its relations with 

China.”261 Turkey reached a trade surplus against China only in 1993-1994 and for all 

the other years, China has been much more advantageous in the bilateral trade between 

the two countries.262 “Turkey didn’t obtain the expected attention and benefits in the 

economic relations as well as the political relations.”263 

Turkey’s dialogue partner membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO) was an important factor for its policy towards Asia. As Turkey’s relations with 

EU and NATO have continuously deteriorated, Turkey has developed relations with 

the SCO members. Erşen argues that; “this process is likely to continue with a growing 

momentum for two main reasons: first, the centre of gravity in the world economy is 
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moving from America and Europe toward Asia and China has become the world’s 

second largest economy; second, the financial crisis in Europe resulted into Turkey’s 

seeking for the Asian/Eurasian alternative.”264 

However, “Turkey’s claim for human rights and democracy does not accommodate 

with SCO’s values (mutual respect of sovereignty, independence, and territorial 

integrity) and disturbs Turkey’s achieving full SCO membership.”265 

Despite Turkey’s irrelevance for SCO’s values, in the 2010s, China’s new diplomacy 

“the Belt and Road Initiative (一带一路)” brought a major change to Turkey-China 

economic relations. The Silk Road Economic Belt is a plan to “unite the countries and 

subregions along the route of the ancient Silk Road through trade, transportation, 

energy cooperation.”266 Not only China and Turkey, but all of Turkey’s strategic 

partners in the Asia-Pacific region except Japan, namely South Korea, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Singapore, signed agreements related to the Belt and Road Initiative as 

in Illustration 2. 

It is argued that China’s Belt and Road Initiative might solve the problems in bilateral 

trade between the two countries. Akçay insists that the new Silk Road project is crucial 

because it provides to Turkey the chance to enhance its economic, social and political 
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relations with China. 267  Ceren Ergenç asserts that “Turkey’s new foreign policy 

orientation appears to be compatible with China’s Silk Road policy.”268 

Illustration 2. Countries and Regions Which Signed Agreements for BRI 

 

 
 

 

Source: The Dialogue269 

Turkey has become an important partner in China’s Belt and Road policy. Turkey is 

included in the New Silk Road Diplomacy via the Turkey-Pakistan-China railroad 
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project as well as several bilateral initiatives in trade and investment.270 As Akçay 

puts, “Turkey is considered as the gateway to the Middle East, Central Asia and North 

Africa so it has a central position for the Belt and Road policy in terms of land, sea 

and air transportation.”271  

Table 6. Turkey’s Trade Deficit with China 

 

Year Trade Deficit 

2013 -21.08 

2014 -22.05 

2015 -22.45 

2016 -23.12 

2017 -20.43 

2018 -17.80 

 

billion USD 

Source: TUIK272 

Turkey’s trade deficit with China has been tremendous as in Table 6. Turkey has been 

trying to solve this issue by strengthening economic partnership with China. First, 

Turkey has been trying to increase export to China. According to Turkish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, “the process of the export of Turkish agricultural and food products 
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to Chinese market is on track.”273 Also, “Turkey and China signed protocols about 

milk and dairy products, cherry and pistachio during G20 Antalya and Hangzhou 

Summits.”274 Table 7 shows that Turkey’s export to China has rapidly increased and 

became the largest among its export to the Asia-Pacific region. 

Table 7. Turkey’s Export to China and its Share in Asia-Pacific Since 2000 

 

  2000 2005 2010 2015 

Japan 149 38% 234 23% 272 7% 335 8% 

S.Korea 13 3% 33 3% 304 8% 569 13% 

China 53 14% 550 53% 2,269 58% 2,415 56% 

Indonesia 13 3% 81 8% 251 6% 207 5% 

Malaysia 39 10% 57 6% 225 6% 357 8% 

Singapore 124 32% 79 8% 594 15% 433 10% 

Total 391 1,034 3,915 4,316 

 

million USD 

Source: World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank275 

Second, Turkey has received approximately “2 billion USD from China as investments 

in energy, infrastructure, logistic, finance, diving, telecommunication and livestock 

sectors.”276 Third, Turkey is developing tourism in order to enhance economic and 
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cultural relations with China. As the Ministry reported, the number of Chinese tourists 

travelling to Turkey reached up to 39,000 with a 60% increase in 2018.277 

In order to avoid too much dependence on China, Turkey needs to decrease import 

from China by increasing import from other countries, such as Japan, South Korea, 

and ASEAN countries. Also, Turkey could try to increase its export to China.278 It is 

important that China is the largest import market for Turkey as in Table 7. The future 

of Turkish-Chinese relations depends on Turkey’s newly designed policy initiative.279 

5.4. Turkey’s Cultural Relations with China 

As mentioned above, one of the main problems within the bilateral relations between 

Turkey and China is irrelevance of their core values and interests.280 Turkey’s claim 

for human rights have offended Beijing several times. For example, Turkey often 

criticised China for its harsh treatment of Uyghur Muslims.281 
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Although Turkey has tried to enhance ties with China, China condemned Turkey, 

arguing that “Turkey’s accusations are groundless.”282 Turkey’s engagement in the 

Uyghur dispute has a long history. “The Ottoman Empire sent the Uyghurs a shipment 

of weapons against the Qing dynasty” and the modern Turkish Republic “resettled 

thousands of Uyghurs with U.S. support.”283 

For China has helped Turkey economically by transferring $1 billion worth of funds 

to Turkey in 2019, Turkey’s dependency on China increased.284 Although Turkish 

government has developed plans to boost ties with China’s Belt and Road Initiative, 

Turkey’s relations with China is in danger again.285 Turkey cannot easily ignore the 

Uyghur issue because Turkey’s claims for human rights and historical ties with the 

Uyghur people are important values of the current ruling party of Turkey.286 

Turkey might try to enhance ties with China in order to avoid political conflicts. In 

fact, they both have continued to promote friendly cultural relations regardless of the 

Uyghur issue. There are various institutions which support Turkey-China cultural 

relations. Chinese Turkish Economic and Cultural Exchange Association 
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(中土經濟及文化交流協會) is established to promote business, education and cultural 

links between Turkey, China and Hong Kong.287 

Turkey-China Friendship Foundation (Türk-Çin Dostluk Vakfı) is also a foundation 

aiming to develop cooperation and friendship relations between the two countries.288 

Chinese Cultural Centre (Çin Kültür Merkezi) is a private cultural centre which has 

provided various courses on Chinese language, Chinese cuisine, Chinese art, etc.289 

Confucius Institutes are one of the most prominent institutions which support Turkey-

China cultural relations. According to Confucius Headquarters, there are four branches 

in Turkey as at Middle East Technical University (2008), Boğaziçi University (2010), 

Okan University (2013), and Yeditepe University (2017).290 Confucius Institute at 

Middle East Technical University is the first Confucius Institute in Turkey. Confucius 

Institute aims to promote Chinese language learning, the teaching of Chinese, and the 

understanding of the Chinese culture in Turkey.291 

Turkish language is also taught at two universities in China as at Menzu University in 

Beijing and Xinjiang University in Urumqi (Capital of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
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Region).292 Turkey is also planning to open its cultural centre Yunus Emre Institute in 

China recently.293 The institute is going to promote Turkish culture and language in 

China. Turkish ambassador in China said that “Turkey hosts the Confucius Institute 

but had no such institute in China”. He announced that Chinese authorities gave the 

green light to the opening of the institute thanks to a deal between the two countries in 

2017.294 

5.5. Conclusion 

In this chapter, Turkey’s diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with China are 

discussed. The main question of this chapter is whether Turkey’s Asia Anew initiative 

would harmonise with its Chinese counterpart. 

During the 21st century, Turkey’s economic dependence on China has been intensified 

and Turkey’s trade deficit with China has become tremendous. While Turkey has tried 

to establish a deeper relationship with China in order to fix the problems, China hasn’t 

been active in cooperation with Turkey due to its concerns for separatism in Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

However, as both China and Turkey adopted a new initiative promoting partnership 

with countries and subregions on the ancient Silk Road, Turkey and China got a new 

chance to strengthen their bilateral relations. Turkey is trying to increase its export to 

China as well in order to decrease its dependence on China. 
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Although the two countries often had incompatible understandings in international 

affairs and Turkey couldn’t have sufficiently obtained China’s attention and benefits 

from China, the two countries have seen each other as important partner. 

While there are still concerns for growing Turkey’s dependence on China and Turkey’s 

trade deficit with China, Turkey seems to be consent with China’s new expansive 

policy towards West Asia and Europe. 

In the next chapter, Turkey’s diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with ASEAN 

member states will be analysed. While Northeast Asian countries, namely Japan, China, 

and South Korea, are all bigger economies compared to Turkey, most of Southeast 

Asian countries have smaller economies and need Turkey’s investments and 

participation in various fields. In this sense, despite their relatively smaller economies, 

ASEAN countries are now crucial to Turkish Asia-Pacific policy.
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CHAPTER 6 

 

 

TURKEY AND ASEAN COUNTRIES 

 

 

6.1. Introduction 

In this chapter, Turkey’s general policy towards ASEAN member states is discussed. 

Turkey has closely monitored developments within ASEAN (Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations) and Turkey had tried to establish institutional ties with ASEAN since 

1999.295 There are 10 member states, namely Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.296 While 

Northeast Asian countries including Japan, Korea, and China haven’t established a 

strong regional consultative group, Southeast Asian countries have such an 

organisation whose establishment takes back to 1967.297 

As other major economies such as USA, EU, Canada, Russia, India, Australia, and 

also ASEAN+3 members (Japan, South Korea, China), Turkey has developed close 

partnership with ASEAN and achieved the status of Sectoral Dialogue Partner of 

ASEAN. 298  Turkey considers ASEAN as “the most important framework of 
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cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.”299 “Turkey’s ultimate objective in Southeast 

Asia is to achieve Dialogue Partnership.”300 

6.2. ASEAN’s Purposes and Principles 

Turkey has been interested in the volume of Southeast Asian economy. Turkey’s 

engagement in Southeast Asia is marked by its cooperation with ASEAN. The Foreign 

Ministry states that; “with its combined GDP amounting to the 7th biggest economy in 

the world, the 4th largest trading entity and with a dynamic population around 650 

million, and located in the middle of strategic sea routes, ASEAN is the key regional 

organization and an important actor in its region.”301 

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) was established on 8 August 1967 

in Bangkok, Thailand and there are ten member states, namely Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam.302 

The aims and purposes of ASEAN are: “to accelerate the economic growth, social 

progress and cultural development in the region; to promote regional peace and 

stability; to promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic, social, 

cultural, technical, scientific and administrative fields; to provide assistance to each 

other in the educational, professional, technical and administrative spheres; to 

collaborate for their agriculture and industries, their trade, for study of the problems 

 
299 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s relations with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.go v.tr/asean.en.mfa) 

300 Ibid. 

301 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Turkey’s relations with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov. tr/asean.en.mfa) 

302 ASEAN, ASEAN member states. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://asean.org/asean/ 
asean-member-states/) 
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of international trade; their transportation and communication facilities, and the living 

standards of their peoples; to promote Southeast Asian studies; to maintain close and 

beneficial cooperation with international and regional organisations.”303 

Fundamental principles of ASEAN are: “mutual respect for the independence, 

sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity, and national identity of all nations; the right 

of every State to lead its national existence free from external interference, subversion 

or coercion; non-interference in the internal affairs of one another; settlement of 

differences or disputes by peaceful manner; renunciation of the threat or use of force; 

effective cooperation among themselves.”304 

Turkey agrees on ASEAN’s purposes and principles as it achieved the status of 

Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN.305 Also, “Turkey acceded to the Treaty of 

Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, which reflects Turkey’s commitment to 

regional peace, and stability.”306 Turkey’s ultimate objective in Southeast Asia is to 

achieve Dialogue Partnership. 307  Turkey’s relations with ASEAN is likely to be 

enhanced with the new Asia Anew Initiative.308 

 
303  ASEAN, Establishment. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://asean.org/asean/about-
asean/overview/) 

304 Ibid. 

305 ASEAN, External Relations. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://asean.org/asean/exter 
nal-relations/) 

306 ASEAN, The Adopted ASEAN-Turkey Practical Cooperation Areas (2019-2023), 2019. (Retrieved 
on 3 September 2019 from https://asean.org/storage/2018/07/ASEAN-Turkey-PCA-adopted-at-2nd-
AT-JSCC-18-July-2019.pdf) 

307 Ibid. 

308 Anadolu Agency, Turkey’s Asia Anew initiative to promote ASEAN region, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/turkeys-asia-anew-initiative-to-promote-
asean-region/1555123) 
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6.3. Turkey’s Diplomatic and Economic Relations with ASEAN Countries 

Although Turkey’s trade volume with Southeast Asia is a lot smaller than Northeast 

Asia, it is growing very fast. According to the Ministry, Turkey’s trade volume with 

ASEAN countries rose from 1.3 billion USD in 2002 to 8.7 billion USD in 2016.309 

Turkey is also an investor in Southeast Asia. TİKA has actively provided 

“development assistance through various projects in the region which cost nearly 

147.8 million USD between 2005 and 2015.”310 

Turkey’s growing interest in Southeast Asia is marked with its partnership with major 

economies in the region. Turkey lifted its relationship with Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Singapore to the level of strategic partnership.311  Also, Turkey signed free trade 

agreements with Malaysia and Singapore and it is negotiating with Indonesia and 

Thailand.312 

There are joint business councils between Turkey and Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Singapore. According to Turkish Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEİK), Turkish-

Indonesian Business Council was founded in 1995 under the umbrella of Turkey-Asia-

Pacific Business Councils with the aim of improving bilateral trade relations between 

 
309 Ibid. 

310 Ibid. 

311 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey. Turkey’s relations with the Asia-Pacific region, 
(Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkeys-relations-with-east-asia-and-the-
pacific.en.mfa) 

312 Daily Sabah, Turkey negotiates free trade agreements with 17 countries, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
September 2019 from https://www.dailysabah.com/economy/2019/03/04/turkey-negotiates-free-trade-
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2017. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from https://www.dailysabah.com/economy/2017/07/20/turkey-
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the two countries.313 Turkey-Malaysia Business Council was constituted by the Union 

of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and National Chamber of 

Industry and Commerce of Malaysia in 1995.314 Turkey-Singapore Business Council 

was established in 2004.315 

There are also a number of Turkish firms in the region. There are more than 50 Turkish 

companies registered in Singapore including Opet Trade Pte Ltd, a part of Koç 

Holding.316 Also, many Southeast Asian firms are working in Turkey. Currently, 42 

Malaysian firms operate in Turkey.317 

FDI and development assistance are also important for Turkey-ASEAN relations. 

Malaysia’s FDI reached 844 million USD in March 2015 while Turkey’s FDI in 

Malaysia is 200 million USD according to the data collected by Turkish embassy in 

Bangkok.318 Turkey’s FDI to ASEAN increased by 55% from $22.61 million USD in 

 
313  DEİK, Turkey-Indonesia Business Council. (Retrieved on 3 September 2019 from 
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2017 to $35.03 million USD in 2018.319 Turkey’s ultimate objective in Southeast Asia 

is to achieve Dialogue Partnership.320 Turkey’s 3 strategic partners in Northeast Asia, 

namely Japan, China, and South Korea, have already attained the status of dialogue 

partner as in Table 8. 

Table 8. ASEAN’s External Relations 

 

Dialogue Partners Sectoral Partners Development Partner Observer 

Australia (1974) Pakistan (1993) Germany (2016) Papua New Guinea 
(1976) 

New Zealand (1975) Norway (2015)   

Canada (1975) Switzerland (2016)   

EU (1977) Turkey (2018)   

Japan (1977)    

UN (1977)    

United States (1977)    

South Korea (1991)    

India (1995)    

China (1995)    

Russia (1996)    

 

Source: Avrasya İncelemelerx Merkezx321 

 
319  ASEAN, Overview of ASEAN-Turkey Sectoral Dialogue Relations, 2019. (Retrieved on 3 
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320 Ibid. 
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6.4. Turkey’s Cultural Relations with ASEAN Countries 

Turkey has been interested not only in Southeast Asia’s growing economy, but also in 

its cultural diversity. Turkey’s interest in Southeast Asia takes back to the Ottoman era. 

The Ottoman Empire supported the Sultanate of Aceh (currently Indonesia and 

Malaysia) against the Portuguese aggression. 322  There are Muslim minorities in 

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand while Muslims are majority in 

Indonesia and Malaysia.323 While Turkey highlights its link with the ancient Silk Road 

in developing its relations with Northeast Asian countries, Turkey’s approach to 

Southeast Asia is related with Southeast Asia’s religious background.324 

Turkey’s interest in religious issues in Southeast Asia led Turkey to pursue intensified 

economic relationship with Indonesia and Malaysia. D-8 (Developing-8) was 

established for “development cooperation among Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, 

Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey” and “aimed to improve member states’ 

position in the global economy, diversify and create new opportunities in trade 

relations, enhance participation in decision-making at international level, and improve 

standards of living.”325 Former Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan was the 

 
322  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey, Relations between Turkey and Indonesia. 
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main supporter of “the idea of cooperation among major Muslim developing 

countries.”326 

Turkey is also interested in cooperation for education with Southeast Asian countries. 

“Turkish Ministry of Education added Malay-Indonesian language to the public-

school curriculum in 2018.”327 However, there is no higher education for Malay-

Indonesian language at university level in Turkey so far. According to Turkish Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, “Turkish government has allocated 815 higher education 

scholarships to Indonesian citizens.”328 Turkish government is running Yunus Emre 

Institute in Malaysia in order to promote culture, arts and civilisation of both 

countries.329 

One of the non-governmental actors contributing in Turkey-Southeast Asian cultural 

relations is Turkey’s Ibn Haldun University. The university took over several technical 

courses at the Al Bukhary International University in Malaysia, setting up its branch 

campus in Malaysia.330  
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ties/ 
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6.5. Conclusion 

In this chapter, Turkey’s general policy towards ASEAN member states is discussed. 

Turkey has closely monitored developments within ASEAN and Turkey had tried to 

establish institutional ties with ASEAN since 1999. There are 10 member states, 

namely Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Southeast Asian countries have such an 

organisation whose establishment takes back to 1967. 

Turkey has developed close partnership with ASEAN and achieved the status of 

Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN. Turkey considers ASEAN as the most important 

framework of cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. Turkey’s ultimate objective in 

Southeast Asia is to achieve Dialogue Partnership. 

Turkey has been interested in cooperation with ASEAN and its ties with ASEAN are 

likely to be intensified as Turkey announced a new policy initiative. Turkey is 

interested in both economic and cultural cooperation with ASEAN countries. Turkey 

has its special place in Southeast Asia in a sense that Turkey shares religious 

background of some countries in the region and contributed in solving Muslim 

minority issues in the region. Turkey’s contribution in Southeast Asia’s religious and 

security issues shows that Turkey’s interest in the region is not limited in its economic 

consideration. 

In the next chapter, the main argument of the thesis will be stressed again and findings 

of the thesis will be discussed. 
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CHAPTER 7 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 

On 8 August 2019 Ankara announced a new policy initiative “Asia Anew.” Turkey 

claimed that Turkey is a bridge between the East and the West with its geographical 

position, its role and activities. Asia is no longer a periphery of Turkish foreign policy. 

Rather, Asia has become central to the policy. This thesis analysed the characteristics 

of Turkish Asia-Pacific policy in the 2010s in order to see how the policy is different 

from its past. 

Since the economic reorientation of Turkish foreign policy by Turgut Özal, Turkey has 

gradually tried to change itself into a trading state. Many scholars agreed that the 

Turkish state has supported the new business class and tried to open new overseas 

markets. However, Turkey’s economic expansion in Central Asia and Asia-Pacific 

could only achieve limited success due to economic and political crises in Turkey. 

As Turkey’s economy and politics got stabilised, Turkey could gradually enhance its 

relations with Asia-Pacific countries. Compared to the past, Turkey applied more 

assertive and globalist approach to the policy. As a result, Turkey could sign several 

trade agreements with the region and lifted its relationship with six Asia-Pacific 

countries, namely Japan (in 2013), South Korea (in 2012), China (in 2010), Indonesia 

(in 2011), Malaysia (in 2014) and Singapore (in 2014), to the level of strategic 

partnership. However, closer partnership with these countries eventually resulted in 

Turkey’s increasing trade deficit with them. 

Although the trading state approach well explains Turkey’s recent approach to the 

region, it doesn’t show why Turkey tries to increase trade volume with Asia-Pacific 

countries despite its tremendous trade deficit. If Turkey didn’t have a strategy in doing 
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so, this could be a nonsense. However, Turkey’s approach in the 2010s differs from 

the former policy in using power resources. 

Recent studies on Turkish foreign policy show that Turkey is aware of its soft power 

capability and started to use soft power resources to convert them into economic power. 

The thesis tested whether this claim is relevant with Turkish Asia-Pacific policy and 

found out that Turkey has begun to engage in various fields which are not directly 

related with Turkey’s economic expansion. 

The key to understand Turkey’s decision to increase its ties with Asia-Pacific despite 

its disadvantages lies in Turkey’s comprehension of soft power. Unlike hard (military 

and economic) power, soft power is a power of attracting and getting others to want 

the outcomes that one wants and co-opts people. 

Unlike the policy in the 2000s, Turkey is now projecting a strategy onto the region 

which has characteristics of both hard and soft power. It is becoming clearer that 

Turkey is developing a new strategy promoting and combining its economic and soft 

power in such a remote region in which Turkey had never been a major actor. There 

are many clues which shows that Turkey has an actual smart power strategy. 

The main reason why Turkey might have developed a smart power strategy is because 

this approach promises Turkey power of a new dimension, which is called integrative 

and structural power. When combined, as Fuat Keyman and Onur Sazak put, the 

political, cultural, and economic values of Turkey and its unique position as a bridge 

between East and West would generate Turkey’s integrative power. 

This view was also expressed by Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu as he 

insisted that; “Turkey is the axis itself which combines Europe and Asia.” Turkish 

decision-makers are aware of that the Asia-Pacific countries are interested in Turkey’s 

role as a bridge between East and West. On the basis of its geostrategic significance, 

Turkey’s integrative power and structural power, which link the Asia-Pacific region 

with Europe and the Middle East, is bringing a new paradigm to both Turkey and the 

Asia-Pacific countries. 
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Turkey’s main partner in the region had been Japan. Turkey-Japan bilateral relations 

have a long history which take back to the late Ottoman era. Turkey has been interested 

in Japan’s foreign direct investment since Özal’s era. Japan’s contributions in Turkey’s 

infrastructure were also remarkable. 

However, Turkish-Japanese relations are stagnated due to: decreased Japanese FDI in 

Turkey; postponed FTA between Japan and Turkey; Japan’s cancellation of Sinop 

Nuclear Plant Project; and also rapid economic and cultural expansion of China and 

South Korea in Turkish market and long-lasting economic recession of Japan. Japan’s 

indifference to enhancing relations with Turkey affected Turkey to give relative 

advantage to other Asia-Pacific countries, especially for South Korea. 

With relative advantage, South Korea attracted Turkey as an alternative to Japan. South 

Korea has been Turkey’s close partner since the Korean war and cooperated with 

Turkey in various fields. As South Korea’s economic and cultural power over Turkey 

has increased, South Korea is considered as a development model for Turkey by some 

politicians and scholars. Although Turkey’s trade deficit increases as the trade volume 

grows, Turkey still desires to deepen cooperation with South Korea in order to fulfil 

the 2023 Vision. 

China has risen as another alternative to Japan as well. Turkey has been interested in 

cooperation with China in developing China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

However, China has often felt threatened by religious issues in the region. Turkey often 

criticised China for its harsh treatment of Uyghur Muslims and China has shown its 

anger against Turkey as well. Although Turkey has tried to enhance ties with China, 

China condemned Turkey, arguing that Turkey’s accusations are groundless. 

While Turkey has tried to establish a deeper relationship with China in order to fix the 

problems, China hasn’t been active in cooperation with Turkey due to its concerns for 

separatism in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. As China adopted a new policy 

promoting partnership with countries and subregions on the ancient Silk Road, Turkey 
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and China got a new chance to strengthen their bilateral relations. China’s Belt and 

Road Initiative and Turkey’s Asia Anew Initiative can work in harmony. 

Turkey’s assertive policy is also apparent in Southeast Asia. Turkey has closely 

monitored developments within the framework of ASEAN and Turkey had tried to 

establish institutional ties with ASEAN since 1999. Turkey achieved the status of 

Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN. Turkey considers ASEAN as the most important 

framework of cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Turkey’s ultimate objective in Southeast Asia is to achieve Dialogue Partnership. 

Turkey’s interest in Southeast Asia is mostly related with its economic expansion, but 

Turkey also has its special place in Southeast Asia in a sense that Turkey shares 

religious background of some countries in the region. Turkey has also contributed in 

regional peace and security by mediating Muslim minorities in the region with the 

government as in the Philippines. 

To conclude, this thesis argued that Turkish Asia-Pacific policy in the 2010s has some 

significant changes from both the 1990s and the 2000s. Plus, the thesis insisted that 

these changes are related not only with the trading state, but also with Turkey’s smart 

power consideration. Turkey is increasing trade volume with the Asia-Pacific countries 

and strengthening its cultural power over the region at the same time. Turkey seems to 

have applied a smart strategy towards the region. Turkey’s unique position as a “bridge” 

between East and West would bring Turkey integrative power. 

Turkey’s increased soft power capability and continued economic interest gave rise to 

the new policy initiative and the initiative targeted Asia. Contrary to misunderstanding 

of the West, Turkey is not turning its back on Europe. Rather, Turkey is promoting 

Asia-centred policy as other European countries do. However, there are still many 

obstacles and limitations left to overcome. In order to achieve its desired outcomes 

and economic success in the region, Turkey needs to develop more power resources 

and better smart power strategy for respective Asia-Pacific countries with better 

understanding of historical and cultural background of the region.
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APPENDICES 

 

 

APPENDIX A: TURKISH SUMMARY / TÜRKÇE ÖZET 

  

 

8 Ağustos 2019’da Ankara Yenbden Asya adlı yenx bxr açılımı xlan etmxştxr. Türkxye 

Cumhurxyetx dışxşlerx bakanı Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Türkxye’nxn “Asya ve Avrupa 

kıtalarını bağlayan köprü ülke” olduğunu xddxa etmxştxr. Türkxye ve altı Asya-Pasxfxk 

ülkelerx 2010’lu yıllarda xlxşkxlerxnxn stratejxk ortaklık düzeyxne yükseltxlmesxne karar 

vermxştxr. Artık Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesx Türk dış polxtxkasının merkezxnde yer almıştır. 

Bu suretle bu tez 2010’lu yıllarda Ankara’nın Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxne dönük 

polxtxkasının önemlx değxşxklerx olduğunu öne sürerek öncekx polxtxkalarından nasıl 

farklılık gösterdxğxnx analxz etmxştxr. 

Türkxye’de uzun zamandır Asya-Pasxfxk terxmx yerxnde Uzak Doğu terxmx 

kullanılmıştır. Uzak Doğu terxmx Avrupa merkezcxlxkle xlgxlx bxr terxmdxr. Türkxye xçxn 

Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesx gerçekten uzaklarda bulunan bxr bölgeydx. Fxzxksel olarak bu 

bölge Türkxye’den çok uzaktadır. Türkxye Dışxşlerx Bakanlığı artık Uzak Doğu yerxne 

Asya-Pasxfxk terxmxnx kullanmaktadır. Bu Türkxye’nxn bakışının değxştxğxnx gösteren 

önemlx kanıtlardan bxrxdxr. 

Asya-Pasxfxk terxmx genelde Doğu Asya ülkelerx ve Asya-Pasxfxk’tekx batılı ülkelerx 

kapsamaktadır. Doğu Asya Kuzeydoğu Asya ve Güneydoğu Asya olarak 

bölünmektedxr. Kuzeydoğu Asya’da Çxn, Tayvan, Japonya, Güney Kore, Kuzey Kore, 

Rusya’nın Uzak Doğu bölgesx ve Moğolxstan bulunmaktadır. Güneydoğu Asya’nın 

bxrçoğu ASEAN’ın üyelerxdxr. Güneydoğu Asya’da Bruney, Myanmar, Kamboçya, 

Doğu Txmor, Endonezya, Laos, Malezya, Fxlxpxnler, Sxngapur, Tayland ve Vxetnam 

bulunmaktadır. Doğu Txmor harxç bütün Güneydoğu Asya ülkelerx ASEAN üyelerxdxr. 

Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxnde bulunan batılı ülkeler xse Amerxka Bxrleşxk Devletlerx, 

Kanada, Meksxka, Peru, Şxlx, Avusturalya ve Yenx Zelanda’dır. 
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Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxndekx büyük ekonomxler APEC (Asya-Pasxfxk İşbxrlxğx Forumu) 

örgütünü kurmuştur. APEC üyelerxnde Avustralya, Bruney, Kanada, Şili, Çin Halk 

Cumhuriyeti, Hong Kong, Endonezya, Japonya, Kore, Malezya, Meksika, Yeni 

Zelanda, Papua Yeni Gine, Peru, Filipinler, Rusya Federasyonu, Singapur, Tayvan, 

Tayland, ABD ve Vietnam bulunmaktadır. Türkiye henüz APEC üyesi değildir ama 

APEC’i yakından takip etmektedir. 

Türkxye Dışxşlerx Bakanlığı “küresel düzlemde 21. yüzyılın belirleyici temasının 

Asya’nın Yükselişi olduğunu” öne sürmüştür. Dışişleri Bakanlığı’nın açıkladığı gibi, 

“temelde ekonomik dinamiklerle başlayan bu dönüşümün siyasi, askeri ve kültürel 

alanlarda da tamamlayıcı unsurlarının belirginleşmeye başladığı gözlemlenmektedir.” 

Dışişleri Bakanlığı’na göre, “Asya’nın yükselişi önceleri daha çok Çin merkezli 

algılanmakla birlikte, özellikle ekonomik anlamda tüm Asya-Pasifik coğrafyasının bir 

kalkınma hamlesi içinde olduğu ve günümüzde Asya-Pasifik ülkelerinin, geleceğin 

önemli aktörleri olarak görülmeye başlandığı hususu da genel kabul görmektedir.” 

Türkiye’nin en çok ilgilendiği alan Asya-Pasifik ülkelerinin ekonomisidir. Ama aynı 

zamanda o ülkelerinin ekonomik gücünün etkisine de vurgu yapmıştır. Türkiye bu 

açıdan sadece ekonomik ortaklıktan ziyade siyasi, askerî ve kültürel alanlara da ilgi 

duymaktadır. 

“Asya-Pasifik bölgesinin giderek artan siyasi ve ekonomik önemine bağlı olarak Asya-

Pasifik bölgesine açılım politikasını uygulamaya koyan” Türkiye, “ihracat 

pazarlarımızın çeşitlendirilmesi, Türkiye’ye doğrudan yabancı yatırım çekilmesi ve 

Türkiye’nin siyasi pozisyonlarına uluslararası alanda destek sağlanması amaçlarına 

yönelik olarak Güneydoğu Asya ülkeleri ve bölgedeki başat örgüt olan ASEAN ile 

ilişkilerinin geliştirilmesine önem atfetmektedir.” 

Bxrçok uzman Türkxye’nxn 90’lı yıllardakx polxtxkasının özellxğxnx Kemal Kxrxşçx’nxn 

tüccar devlet kavramıyla açıklıyordur. Turgut Özal’ın ekonomxk reformu Türkxye’yx 

tüccar devlete dönüşmesxne ve “Anadolu Kaplanları” denxlen yenx bxr gxrxşxmcx sınıfın 

doğmasına neden olmuştur. Türkxye tüccar devletx o dönemden berx genxşleyen 

ekonomxk polxtxkasını uygulamıştır. Lakxn 90’lı yıllardakx ekonomxk ve sxyasal krxz 
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sebebxyle Türkxye’nxn Orta Asya ve Asya-Pasxfxk bölgelerxndekx genxşlemesx xstendxğx 

kadar başarılı olmamıştır. 

Ancak Türkxye’nxn ekonomxsx ve sxyasetx sabxtleştxrxldxğxnde Türkxye Asya-Pasxfxk 

ülkelerxyle sabxt bxr şekxlde xlxşkx kurabxlmxştxr. Öncekxne göre 2000’lx yıllarda Türkxye 

daha xddxalı ve küreselcx yaklaşımı uygulamaya başlamıştır. Sonuç olarak, Türkxye 

Japonya (2013 yılında), Güney Kore (2012 yılında), Çxn Halk Cumhurxyetx (2010 

yılında), Endonezya (2011 yılında), Malezya (2014 yılında) ve Sxngapur (2014 

yıllında), toplam altı ülkeyle stratejxk ortaklık anlaşması ve bxrçok txcarx anlaşmayı 

xmzalamıştır. Ama Türkxye ve Asya-Pasxfxk ülkelerxnxn ekonomxk xlxşkxlerx 

derxnleştxkçe Türkxye’nxn dış txcaret açığı da xnanılmaz bxr şekxlde artmıştır. 

2018 yılında yapılmış bxr xstatxstxğe göre, Türkxye’nxn en çok txcaret açığı olduğu 10 

ülkede Çxn (-$17,8 mxlyar), Güney Kore (-$5,4 mxlyar), Japonya (-$3,6 mxlyar) ve 

Malezya’yı (-$1,8 mxlyar) kapsayan 4 ülke Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxnde bulunmaktadır. 

Türkxye’nxn Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxne bağımlılığı gxttxkçe güçlenmektedxr. 

Fakat Türkxye Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxyle txcaret açığı artmasına rağmen txcaret hacmxnxn 

daha da büyümesx gerektxğxnx süreklx xddxa etmxştxr. Kxrxşçx’nxn tüccar devlet kavramı 

Türkxye’nxn Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxne dönük polxtxkasının genel özellxğxnx gayet xyx 

açıklıyordur ama Türkxye’nxn neden txcaret açığı olmasına ve durmadan büyümesxne 

rağmen Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxyle txcaret hacmxnxn büyümesxnx xstedxğxnx tam 

açıklamıyordur. Eğer Türkxye’nxn bellx bxr stratejxsx yoksa ve Türkxye xstedxğx 

ekonomxk başarıyı kazanamamış olursa Türkxye’nxn bölgeye dönük genxşleyen 

ekonomxk polxtxkası başarılı olmuş gxbx anlaşılmayacaktır. Fakat 2010’lu yılların 

Türkxye Asya-Pasxfxk polxtxkası yenx bxr stratejxsx olduğunu devamlı bxr şekxlde 

göstermektedxr. 

Son günlerdekx Türk dış polxtxkası araştırmalarına göre, Türkxye’nxn yumuşak güç 

kabxlxyetxyle xlgxlenmeye ve ekonomxk güce dönüştürmek xçxn yumuşak güç kaynağını 

gelxştxrmeye başlamıştır. Selçuk Esenbel ve Zan Tao gxbx uzmanlar Türkxye’nxn zaten 

yumuşak güç kabxlxyetxyle xlgxlendxğxnx xddxa etmxştxr. Bu tez de aynı bxçxmde 
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Türkxye’nxn Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxnde kendx yumuşak güç kabxlxyetx ve ekonomxk güç 

kabxlxyetxyle xlgxlenxp xlgxlenmedxğxne bakmıştır. 

Türkxye zaten bxrçok yumuşak güç kaynaklarına sahxptxr. Turxzm, yurtdışında Türkçe 

ve Türk kültür eğxtxmxnx sağlayan Yunus Emre Enstxtüsü ve Yurtdışı Türkler ve Akraba 

Topluluklar Başkanlığı’nın yabancı öğrencxlere verxlen bursları gxbx farklı araçları 

vardır. Bxr de Türk Hava Yolları Pekxn, Guangzhou, Şanghay ve Hong Kong (Çxn Halk 

Cumhurxyetx); Denpasar ve Jakarta (Endonezya); Osaka ve Tokyo (Japonya); Kuala 

Lumpur (Malezya), Ulaanbaatar (Moğolxstan), Manxla (Fxlxpxnler), Sxngapur, Seul 

(Güney Kore); Taxpex (Tayvan); Bangkok ve Phuket (Tayland); Hanox ve Ho Chx Mxnh 

Cxty (Vxetnam)’yx kapsayarak neredeyse tüm Asya-Pasxfxk ülkelere yolcularını 

taşımaktadır. 

Txcaret açığının artmasına rağmen Asya-Pasxfxk ülkelerxyle xlxşkxlerxnx daha 

derxnleştxrmeyx planlayan Türkxye’nxn kararını açıklamak xçxn Joseph Nye’ın yumuşak 

güç kavramı gerekxyordur. Nye’a göre sert güçten farklı olarak yumuşak güç baskı 

yapmadan hedeflerxnx xkna ederek güç sahxbxnxn xstedxklerxnx gerçekleştxren bxr güçtür. 

Sert güç xse hedeflere baskı yaparak ya da başka seçeneklerxnx yok ederek sahxbxnxn 

xstedxklerxnx gerçekleştxren güçtür. 

2000’lx yılların polxtxkasından farklı olarak, Türkxye hem yumuşak hem sert güç xçeren 

yenx bxr stratejxyx bölgeye uyguluyordur. Türkxye, tarxhxnde hxç önemlx bxr aktör 

olmadığı ve fxzxksel olarak uzaklarda bulunan bxr bölgeye dönük ekonomxk ve 

yumuşak güç kabxlxyetxnx destekleyen bxr stratejxyx kurmuştur. Joseph Nye’a göre sert 

ve yumuşak güç kaynaklarını aynı anda bxrlxkte uygulayarak sahxbxnxn xstedxklerxnx 

gerçekleştxren güce akıllı güç denxr ve onun stratejxsxne de akıllı güç stratejxsx denxr. 

Türkxye’nxn yumuşak güç ve sert güç bakımı dışxşlerx bakanı Çavuşoğlu’nun 

konuşmasında tekrar bellx olmuştur. 11 Mayıs 2018’de Türkxye dışxşlerx bakanı 

Çavuşoğlu, kalıcı gücün yumuşak güç olduğunu ve Türkxye’nxn dünyanın en etkxleyxcx 

bxr şekxlde yumuşak gücü kullanabxlen ülke olduğunu xddxa etmxştxr. Ayrıca sert gücün 

ancak sınırlı ve ulusal yasaya uygun olacak bxr şekxlde kullanılabxldxğxnx öne sürmüştür. 
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Türkxye’nxn neden akıllı gücü destekledxğxnx gösteren önemlx bxr sebep xse akıllı gücün 

Türkxye’ye bütünleyxcx gücü sağlamasıdır. Fuat Keyman ve Onur Sazak’a göre 

Türkxye’nxn sxyasx, kültürel ve ekonomxk değerlerx ve Türkxye’nxn Doğu ve Batı 

arasında köprü ülke olması Türkxye’ye bütünleyxcx gücü sağlar. Bütünleyxcx güç farklı 

ülkelerxn arasında sahxbxnxn bxr bağlantı olmasını ve aracılık edebxlmesxnx sağlar. Bu 

şekxlde Türkxye uluslararası xlxşkxlerden xstedxklerxnx daha kolay kazanabxlxrdxr. 

Türkxye’nxn dışxşlerx bakanı Çavuşoğlu da aynı bxçxmde Türkxye’nxn Avrupa ve 

Asya’yı bxrleştxren eksenxn ta kendxsx olduğunu xddxa etmxştxr. Jeostratejxk ağırlığa 

dayanarak, Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxnx Avrupa ve Orta Doğu’yla bağlayan Türkxye’nxn 

bütünleyxcx gücü hem Türkxye hem Asya-Pasxfxk ülkelerxne yenx bxr paradxgma 

getxrmektedxr. 

Bu tez Türkxye’nxn genel Asya-Pasxfxk polxtxkasını tüccar devlet ve akıllı güç 

kavramıyla analxz ettxkten sonra Türkxye ve Asya-Pasxfxk xlxşkxnxn nasıl değxştxğxne de 

bakmıştır. Türkxye şxmdxye kadar altı Asya-Pasxfxk ülkesxyle stratejxk ortaklık 

anlaşmasını xmzalamıştır. Bu yüzden bu tez Türkxye ve altı Asya-Pasxfxk ülkesxnxn 

xlxşkxlerxnx dxplomatxk, ekonomxk ve kültürel açıdan analxz etmxştxr. 

İlk önce, tüm Asya-Pasxfxk bölesxnde Türkxye’nxn en çok xlgxlendxğx ve yaklaşmak 

xstedxğx ülke Japonya’ydı. Türkxye ve Japonya’nın xlxşkxlerx Osmanlı dönemxnde 

başlamıştır. Sultan Abdülhamxd II Japonya’nın Mexjx Restorasyonu’ndan etkxlenxp 

Japonya’ya Ertuğrul Fırkateynx’nx Japonya’ya göndermxştxr. Maalesef Japonya’dan 

Türkxye’ye gxden yolda gemx batmıştır ve 527 kxşx ömrünü kaybetmxştx. Japonya halkı 

gemxden 69 kxşxyx kurtardığı xçxn Türkxye de Japonya’yla dostluk kurmak xstemxştx ve 

şxmdxye kadar xkx ülkenxn xlxşkxlerxn sürdüren unutulmaz bxr olay olmuştur. 

Japonya Türkxye xçxn uzun zaman yatırım yapardı. Japonya 2002 yılından 2018 yılına 

kadar 2,7 mxlyar ABD dolarlık yatırımı yapmıştır. Marmaray, Halxç Köprüsü, İkxncx 

Boğaz Köprüsü gxbx büyük devlet projelerxne de katılmıştır. Türkxye’de faalxyet 

gösteren Japon şxrketlerx genelde Toyota, Honda ve Nxssan gxbx otomobxl fxrmalarıdır. 

Toyota’nın Türkxye’de kendx fabrxkası da bulunmaktadır. Ama Japonya kendx 

ekonomxk krxzx yüzünden yatırımı azaltmıştır. Bu yüzden Güney Kore Japonya yerxne 
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Türkxye’yle yakın olmaya başlamıştı. Orta Asya’da Türkxye’nxn Japonya’yla kurduğu 

plan başarısız olduğu xçxn xkx ülkenxn xlxşkxlerx daha da soğumuştu. 

Çxn Halk Cumhurxyetx ve Güney Kore Türkxye’nxn önemlx txcaret ortakları oluyorken 

Japonya’nın etkxsx de azalmıştır. 2010’lu yıllarda Japonya ve Türkxye enerjx konusunda 

anlaşabxldxğx xçxn Sxnop Projesx xçxn anlaşmayı xmzalamıştı. Ama Japonya projenxn 

bütçesx zamanla büyüdüğü xçxn projeden vazgeçmeye karar vermxştxr. 

Türkxye ve Japonya 2013 yılında xlxşkxlerxnx stratejx ortaklık düzeyxne yükseltmxştx ve 

serbest txcaret anlaşması xçxn müzakerede bulunmuştu. Ama Japonya Avrupa 

Bxrlxğx’yle daha önce serbest txcaret anlaşmasını xmzaladığı xçxn Türkxye-Japonya 

anlaşması ertelenmxş gxbx görünmektedxr. Bxrkaç uzman Türkxye’nxn Japonya’dan 

çekxlxp Çxn ve Güney Kore’yle daha da xlgxlenmeye başladığını xddxa etmxştxr. 

Her xkx ülke de kültürel xlxşkxlerxnx gelxştxrmek xçxn kültür merkezxnx kurup 

desteklemektedxr. Ertuğrul facxasını anmak xçxn xkx ülkenxn ortak yapımıyla Ertuğrul 

1890 adlı bxr fxlm çekxlmxştxr. 

Japonya özellxkle enerjx konusunda xlgxsxnx göstermektedxr ve onun xçxn Orta Doğu 

ülkelerxyle daha sağlam xlxşkxlerxnx kurmayı hedeflemektedxr. Bu tez Japonya’yla daha 

yakın ortaklık kurmak xsterse Türkxye’nxn aracılık yaparak Japonya ve Orta Doğu’yu 

bağlayan ülke olması gerektxğxnx öne sürmektedxr. 

Japonya’nın Türkxye’den uzaklaşmasıyla Güney Kore Türkxye’nxn yenx bxr ortağı 

olarak Türkxye’nxn xlgxsxnx çekmeye başlamıştı. Türkxye ve Güney Kore özellxkle 

güvenlxk konusunda uzun zamandır bxrbxrlerxne destek olmuştur. Güney Kore’nxn 

ekonomxsx çabuk büyümüştür ve Türkxye’den daha büyük ekonomxye sahxp olmuştur. 

Türkxye Güney Kore fxrmalarına devlet xnşaat projelerx xçxn öncelxk sunmuştur. 

Üçüncü Boğaz Köprüsü, Avrasya Tünelx ve Çanakkale Köprüsü gxbx büyük devlet 

projelerx Kore fxrmalarının katılımıyla yapılmıştır. 

Güney Kore ve Türkxye uluslararası örgütlerde bxrbxrlerxnx desteklemektedxr. Özellxkle 

MIKTA (Meksxka, Endonezya, Güney Kore, Türkxye, Avusturalya) kapsamında xkx 
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ülkenxn dışxşlerx bakanı sıkça görüşmektedxr. Güney Kore Türkxye’nxn 2023 

Vxzyonu’nun gerçekleştxrxlmesx xçxn özellxkle toplu taşıma sektöründe altyapı 

yatırımını yapmaktadır. 

Güney Kore serbest txcaret anlaşması Türkxye’nxn Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesxndekx büyük 

ekonomxyle xmzalanan xlk serbest txcaret anlaşmasıydı. Türkxye txcaret açığını 

azaltmak xçxn Güney Kore’nxn yatırımının artması gerektxğxnx öne sürmüştür. Dışxşlerx 

bakanlığına göre Türkxye’de faalxyet gösteren Kore fxrmaların sayısı 300’den fazladır. 

Güney Kore’nxn kültürel etkxsx zamanla daha güçlenmektedxr. 150.000 Türk vatandaşı 

kayıtlı K-Pop (Kore Pop) hayranıdır. Ankara’da bulunan Kore Kültür Merkezx de 

okullar ve ünxversxtelerle ortak etkxnlxkler desteklemektedxr. Korece Türkxye 

lxselerxnde öğretxlen seçmelx xkxncx yabancı dxl derslerxne eklenmxştxr. 

Türkxye’yx zxyaret eden Korelx turxstlerxn sayısı da artmaktadır. Kültür ve Turxzm 

bakanlığına göre 2017 yılında 120.622 Kore vatandaşı Türkxye’yx zxyaret etmxştxr. 

Cumhurbaşkanı Erdoğan’ın Kore zxyaretxnden sonra Türkxye de Güney Kore’de kültür 

merkezxnx kurmuştur ve Yunus Emre Enstxtüsü’nün şubesx de Kore’nxn başkentxnde 

açılmıştır. 

Güney Kore’nxn de Yenx Kuzey Polxtxkası denxlen yenx bxr açılımı vardır. Güney Kore 

Rusya aracılığıyla Orta Asya Türk devletlerxyle ortaklık kurmayı planlamaktadır. 

Türkxye de Güney Kore’nxn projesxne yardım ederek daha güçlü ortaklık kurabxlecektxr. 

Türkxye xçxn en büyük fırsat sunan ülke Çxn’dxr. Çxn bxrçok açıdan Türkxye’den çok 

farklı özellxklere sahxp olan bxr ülkedxr. Lakxn Çxn’xn ekonomxk etkxsx arttıkça Türkxye 

de zamanla Çxn’le xlgxlenmeye başlamıştır. Çxn Türkxye’nxn yardımıyla Uygur 

Türklerxnxn yasadığı Xxnjxang Uygur Özerk Bölgesx’nx gelxştxrmeyx planlamıştı. Fakat 

Çxn bölgedekx ayrımcılık hareketlerxnden tehdxtte bulunmuştur. Türkxye bxrkaç kere 

Çxn’xn bastırmasına karşı çıkmıştır. 

Türkxye Çxn’le daha sağlam xlxşkxlerx kurmak xçxn çalışmıştır. Çxn’nxn Yol ve Kuşak 

Projesx xkx ülkenxn xlxşkxlerx xçxn yenx bxr fırsat olmuştur. Çxn Türkxye’nxn stratejxk 
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değerxne vurgu yaparak Türkxye aracılığıyla Avrupa’ya gxren yenx bxr İpek Yolu’nu 

planlamıştır. Türkxye’nxn Yenxden Asya açılımı Çxn’xn açılımıyla uyuşacaktır. Fakat 

Xxnjxang Uygur Özerk Bölgesx hakkında anlayışları farklı olduğu xçxn xkx ülkenxn 

xlxşkxlerx her zaman tehlxkede bulabxlmektedxr. 

Daha sağlam xlxşkxlerx xçxn Türkxye ve Çxn kültür sektöründe ortaklık kurabxlxrlerdxr. 

Türkxye’de Çxn’le xlgxlenen vatandaşların sayısı artmaktadır ve farklı örgütler bunun 

xçxn çalışmaktadır. Çxn’xn Konfüçyus Enstxtüsü Türkxye’nxn ünxversxtelerxyle bxrlxkte 

faalxyet göstermektedxr. Enstxtü Çxnce ve Çxn kültürünü yaymak xçxn çalışmaktadır. Şu 

anda Orta Doğu Teknxk Ünxversxtesx, Boğazxçx Ünxversxtesx, Okan Ünxversxtesx ve 

Yedxtepe Ünxversxtesxnde enstxtünün şubelerx bulunmaktadır. Türkçe de Pekxn’dekx 

Menzu Ünxversxtesx ve Xxnjxang Ünxversxtesxnde öğretxlmektedxr. Son günlerde Çxn 

Türkxye’nxn Yunus Emre Enstxtüsü açmasına xzxn vermxştxr.  

Çxn’xn farklı sxstemx ve anlayışları Türkxye ve Çxn xlxşkxlerxnde engel olabxlmektedxr 

ama kültürel xlxşkxlerx sayesxnde xkx ülkenxn xlxşkxlerx de devamlı xlerlemektedxr. Sonuç 

olarak Türkxye Çxn’xn bölgesel ortağı olabxlxr ve Türkxye de Orta Asya ülkelerxyle 

xlgxlendxğx xçxn Çxn’le ortaklık kurabxlxrdxr. 

Türkxye-Çxn xlxşkxlerx tehlxkede bulunabxlxrken ASEAN-Türkxye xlxşkxlerx daha çok 

sağlam olmuştur. Bxrer bxrer ASEAN üye ülkelerxnxn ekonomxsx Kuzeydoğu Asya 

ülkelerxnxnkxnden daha büyük değxldxr. Fakat bxr bütün olarak ASEAN’ın ekonomxsx 

dünyanın yedxncx sırasındadır. Türkxye 1999 yılından berx ASEAN’la xlgxlenmxştxr. 

ASEAN üyelerx Endonezya, Malezya, Tayland, Fxlxpxnler, Sxngapur, Bruney, Vxetnam, 

Laos, Myanmar ve Kamboçya’dır. Türkxye 2017 yılında ASEAN’ın Sektörel Dxyalog 

Ortağı olmuştur. Türkxye ASEAN’ın tam Dxyalog Ortağı olmasını hedeflemektedxr. 

Japonya, Güney Kore ve Çxn zaten ASEAN Dxyalog Ortakları’dır ve üç ülkeyx bxrlxkte 

kapsayan ASEAN+3 denxlen başka toplantı daha bulunmaktadır. 

Türkxye ASEAN üyelerxnden Malezya ve Sxngapur’la serbest txcaret anlaşmasını 

xmzalamıştır. Şu anda Endonezya ve Tayland’la da anlaşma xçxn müzakerede 

bulunmaktadır. DEİK, TOBB ve TİKA Güneydoğu Asya ülkelerxyle xlgxlenmektedxr. 

Özellxkle 50 Türk fxrması Sxngapur’da faalxyet göstermektedxr. 42 Malezya fxrması 
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Türkxye’de çalışmaktadır. Türkxye-ASEAN txcaret hacmx 1,3 mxlyar ABD dolarından 

(2002 yılında) 8,7 ADB doları (2016 yılında) olmuştur. 

Dxğer ülkelerxyle xlxşkxlerxnden farklı olarak, Türkxye’nxn Güneydoğu Asya polxtxkası 

bölgenxn güvenlxğxyle de xlgxlenmektedxr. Türkxye Müslümanların bulunduğu 

Güneydoğu Asya ülkelerxnde arabuluculuk yaparak ya da eğxtxm sunarak bölgeye barış 

getxrmeye çalışmıştır. Türkxye özellxkle gelxşen Müslüman ülkesx olan Malezya ve 

Endonezya’yı kapsayarak ortaklık kurmak xstedxğxnden Gelxşen Sekxz Ülke (D-8) 

örgütünü kurmuştur. Türkxye’nxn Güneydoğu Asya Müslümanlarına karşı xlgxsxnxn 

uzun tarxhx vardır. Osmanlı İmparatorluğu Güneydoğu Asya’dakx Açe Sultanlığı’na 

Portekxz xstxlasına karşı yıllarca yardım etmxştxr. 

Türkxye’nxn Yenxden Asya açılımı Güneydoğu Asya bölgesxnx de kapsamaktadır. 

Türkxye Güneydoğu Asyalı öğrencxlerxne burs sunmaktadır ve Malezya’da Yunus 

Emre Enstxtüsü şubesxnx kurmuştur. Yenx polxtxkayla Türkxye’nxn Güneydoğu 

Asya’dakx daha önemlx olacaktır. Türkxye’nxn bölgesel sorunlarla xlgxlenmesx 

Türkxye’nxn amacı yalnız ekonomxk başarı olmadığını göstermektedxr. 

Kısacası, Türkxye eskx polxtxkalara göre daha çok xddxalı ve hareketlx bxr polxtxkayı 

uygulamaktadır. Asya-Pasxfxk bölgesx Türkxye’nxn yenx açılımının nasıl olacağını 

göstermektedxr. Türkxye şxmdxye kadar Japonya, Güney Kore, Çxn Halk Cumhurxyetx, 

Endonezya, Malezya ve Sxngapur’u kapsayan altı Asya-Pasxfxk ülkesxyle yakın 

ortaklık kurmuştur ve xlxşkxlerxnx stratejxk ortaklık düzeyxne yükseltmxştxr. Türkxye 

tüccar devlet kavramının gösterdxğx gxbx en çok ekonomxk xlxşkxlerle xlgxlenmektedxr. 

Fakat Türkxye ekonomxk başarıyı kazanmak xçxn yalnız sert güç değxl, yumuşak gücü 

de uygulamaya başlamıştır. Türkxye dışxşlerx bakanı Çavuşoğlu da Türkxye’nxn güç 

anlayışını göstererek Türkxye’nxn ne kadar yumuşak güç kabxlxyetxne önem verdxğxnx 

göstermxştxr. 

Türkxye’nxn hedefx Asya ve Avrupa’yı bağlayan bxr köprü ülke olmaktır. Bxrçok uzman 

bu şekxlde ülkelerxn bütünleyxcx güce sahxp olabxldxğxnx öne sürmüştür. Joseph Nye’ın 

xddxa ettxğx gxbx Türkxye’nxn yenx bxr gücü olacaktır. Ama bunu gerçekleştxrmek xçxn 

uygun bxr stratejx ve güç kaynaklarını bulması gerekmektedxr. Türkxye sahxp olduğu 
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farklı güç kaynağından yararlanarak hedefledxğx sonuçları daha kolay kazanabxlecektxr. 

Ancak xstedxklerxnx gerçekleştxrmek xçxn Türkxye’nxn hangx güç kaynaklarına sahxp 

olduğunu ve hangx stratejxnxn uygun olduğunu xncelemesx gerekmektedxr. En önemlx 

olarak, Türkxye’nxn genxşleyen txcaret açığını azaltacak bxr çözüm bulması 

gerekmektedxr. Bunun xçxn farklı yaklaşım olabxldxğxnx bu tez xddxa etmxştxr. Özellxkle 

son günlerde, Türkxye’nxn xlgxsxnx çekecek farklı açılım ve projeler ortaya çıkmıştır. 

Güney Kore gxbx Türkxye’nxn 2023 Vxzyonu’nu merak edxp desteklemeye çalışan ülke 

de bulunmaktadır. Türkxye daha güçlenmxş yenx stratejxk ortaklıklardan yararlanarak 

bölgeye doğru büyük bxr adım atmıştır.
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