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ABSTRACT

EFFECTS OF NEOLIBERAL ISLAMIST CONSERVATIVE POLICIES ON
URBAN SPACE: MOSQUES IN ISTANBUL

D a,JElif Simay
M.S., Department of Urban Policy Planning and Local Governments

Supervisor. Prof. Dr.Melih Ersoy

October2019 190pages

This thesis tries to demonstrate that the dense mosqueization in the cities of Turkey
depends on the neoliberal and Islamist conservative policies and urban space is densely
used as a tool to consolidate Islamist conservatism. Irdit@stion, the concepts of
neoliberalism and conservatism are discussed and the New Right arising from the
combination of these two concepts is examined. Since (social) space is a (social)
product, the dialectical relationship of spatial organization wattial structure and

the effects of the modes of production on the production of space are discussed. Also
neoliberal and Islamist conservative aspects of urbanization in Turkey were examined
and the mosque, which is also the most important spatial eleshéslam, came
forward asanimportant structure of urbanization of Turkey during the last 20 years.
Mosques are built as large and imposing structures in the most visible points of the
cities and in the areas of great importance in social memory, legmaf the need. In

this context, due to its historical importance, Istanbul stands out as a city where urban
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identity is desired to be moved to an Islamist conservative point and interventions in
this character are quite high on urban space. Withindbpesof the study, Istanbul
urban area was examined and the quantitative and spatial data of public institutions
were used for case study analysis. When the Islamist conservative city and society
imagination supported by neoliberal urban policies is exaththrough Istanbul, it

can be seen that the regulations made in the zoning legislation to increase the
mosqueization are completely away from the principles of urbanismticiessand
rationalty, and Islamist conservative policiasecompletely cotrary to the definition

of secular and democratic social law state in the Constitution.

Keywords: Islamist conservabn, neoliberalismurban spacdstanbul
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.Aim and Scope

In the modern world, the city is one of the most visible areas of contradictions and
inequalities. The conflict between classes does not only occur in urban space, but the
urban space itself is the subject of this conflict. Domination and dominance ager sp
alsorequirea power struggle. Each power has a strategy to establish domination over
space. It is of great importance to establish control over the space for every social
group aiming to protect its power. In other words, every power struggle is also a
struggle to cotrol over space. In this sense, urban space has a decisive role at the point
that capitalism has reached today. Capitalism, starting from the 1970s, has dominated
a new model of economy and production under the name of neoliberalism, and this
new model ha brought radical changes and transformations on urban space.
Accordingly, Lefebvre states that the success of capitalism depends on its discovery
of space(Lefebvre 1976) Space, in this sense, started to play a key rdle inathe

urbanization of neoliberalism and the sustainability of neoliberalism.

One of the features of the urban area that provides a solution to the accumulation crisis
I's the fact that it became a souifocus of
of the capital class under the neoliberal policies. Besides, the reconstructed space has

an ideological purpose. It reflects partly the current ideology of the power groups and

1
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institutions in the society, and partly the market forces. Insteadeafytimbols that
refer to the publicity, the capital class fills the space with elements that refer to its class
and ideological roots. In this context, it should be said that neoliberalism has a high

tendency to cooperate with other ideologies. Accordirigdfebvre states:

(Social) space is a (social) product. ...the space thus produced also serves as a tool of
thought and of action; that in addition to being a means of production it is also a means
of control, and hence of domination, of powW&991, 26)

Especially in the last quarter of the2@ntury, The New Right, which was defended

by neoliberalism in the economic field, and advocated by conservatism in the social
field, led to the development of these twiffedent ideologies collectively. In this
context, conservatism ensured that family, religion and social discipline are drawn
forward in the social sphere, in response to the state power and intervention that

neoliberalism withdrew from the economic sphere

In the neoliberal period, the crisis with the decrease of state power has turned into an
advantage by the religious practices. Religious movements rising in the cities have a
close relationship with the neoliberal period because they are fed by uné&aen ur
service provision. In this sense, conservative change gives priority to changing the
political structure together with society. Every element that is effective in shaping
social life is also important in terms of conservatism. Religion takes an imppa&

in these elements. For conservative ideology, which seeks for stationarity and control,
religion is the unchanging moral law of the changing world. Besides religion, morality
and social values are the tools that neoliberal governments with cansediscourse

often use to legitimize their policies.

With the declaration of the Republic, egalitarian and rational policies were followed
and starting fronthe 1930sstatist policies were put into practi¢c¢gowever, after the
Second World War, Turkelyas started the transition to frerarket policies with the
preference of the West Blodivioderate Islamdhas been activated the Middle East

countrieswith the fiGreen Beld project, which the imperialist countries put into



practice in countriesuch asTurkey, Iran, Afghanistarwith the cooperation of

religious groups, religious politicians and sects.

Moderate Islamn Turkey has been put into practice in many different wagging
from the 1950sThe most important of thessre Imam-Hatip schools, aaps, the
politiciansand political partiesn relationwith the religiouscommunities and sects
Religiosty was effectively usedby imperial powers to create a religious society.
Moderate Islam policies, which began to be implemented in the 1950s, wdually
usedby the right powers$o neutralizethe secular policies and Islamist conservatism
strengthened since 197The Islamist conservatism, which merged with neoliberalism
during theJDP period that began after the 2000s, entered its period whes rnast
effective.Moreover,after the 2000gnoderate Islam was replaced by comprehensive

Islamism.

And reoliberalism, an economic attitude introduced after 1970 in developed capitalist
countries, was first put into practice in the 1980s during the Motherland Party period
in Turkey. And in the period dhe Justice and Development Party starting from the
begnning of the 2000s, it has become the dominant policy by spreading rapidly to all
areas of social life. As an Islashconservative political party, the JDP has been the
implementer of neoliberalslamist conservative policies and has strengthened its
exigence since the day it came to power using these two reinforcing concepts. The
JDP government, which has been going on for nearly 17 years, has shaped the social
structure with conservative policies that are in harmony with neoliberal policies. At
this pont, it is useful to mention that conservatisntra@JDP is Sunnlslamist and as

it does not cover all segments of society, it does not cover all sects of Islam. As a result
of this, the JDP, which has set out with a democratic, inclusive and conciliatory
political discourse, has become more authoritarian, discriminatory and Islamist day by

day, and has reached a point that completely ignores the different segments of society.

After the neoliberal economic policies took effect in Turkey with the JDP peticd
seen that urbanization is realized by the profiénted and investmewtiented

practices brought by neoliberal policies instead of the rational and scientific



applications of the planning discipline. The conservative capital groups, which gained
power during the]DP rule, had no difficulty in shaping cities and making profit from
urbanspace Together with the neoliberal urban policiegamistconservatism also

has a great impaoh shaping the urban area in this period. In the cities of Twakdy

in the social life of the country, therevgbeen harsh conservative interventions. In
addition to the opportunities created for certain capital groups by the government,
religionization has increased in social life and social structure. The Pregidén
Religious Affairs increased its Sunisiam oriented policies as a very active institution
and the Islamist transformation aimed at the social structure was supported by the
changes made in timationaleducation system. The most striking religiortiaa move

in the urban space was realized with mosques. Mosques are used bst [sbéitigal

power in everyday life to establish dominance and to make its presence visible
physically.

Mosques, the most important spatial element of Sunni Islam, starad antelement

in the urbanization of Turkey worthy of examination at this point. Because the cities
of Turkey are subjected to an intense mosqueization, regardless of the need. As an
urban element, the mosques went beyond being urban equipment duria@@bad

turned into structures used in the consolidation and expansion of Sunni Islamist
conservatism. Independently of the other cities in Turkey, Istanbul and Ankera ha
25year history of Islamist local governments starting with the Welfare Party
administration and continuing with the JDP administrations. During thiye2b

period, changes were made at the spatial, social and cultural levels. Istanbul's Islamic
city identity has been emphasized in every discourse and action. In this sense, Istanbul
is worth considering as the city where the most mosque construction is done. In
Turkey, for every social group with Ottomanist and Sunni Islamist references, Istanbul

has special importance. Because Istanbul is the promised land in the popular history

narmt i ve of Turkish nationalism and | sl ami

Istanbul urban land in terms of mosigation



At this point, it should be noted that the political rise of Islam in Turkey's social agenda
after 1980 holds an important piaand it is important to examine this subject from

the space perspective. In this study, the incredsiagnistconservatism after 1980

has been investigated in relation to urbanization policies and processes of space
production. Because, the urbanizataiirurkey after 1980 is a form of urbanization
aiming to accumulate capital over space, and it is also urbanization reinforcing the
Islamistconservative ideology over space. In this context, the thesis will focus on how
social life and urban space changehe context of neoliberdslamistconservative
policies. In addition, it will be examined how urban space is handled by the
government which aims fornalslamist conservative transformation in the social

structure.

The hypothesis of the study is tmabsques that need to be built as a place of worship

are being used to make Islamist conservatism visible, dominating and perimanent
the cities of Turkey as a result of Islamist conservative poligieordingly, anumber

of research questions were created to guide the study. These questions are as follows

and help the work progress in a framework:

- What is the relationship between neoliberalism &idmist conservatism?
How do these two concepts handle space?

- Whatare the main characteristics of urbanization in Turkey after 19807

- Is urban space used as a toolstdmistconservatization in Turkey?

- What is the importance and place of mosquéekenirban spatial organization
in Turkey?

- What is the importance and p&of mosques itheurban spatial organization
of Istanbul?



1.2.Research Methods

In this study, different types of research methods are used to ensure the reliability and
objectivity of the study. In total, five different types of research methods are used:
literature review, data set analysis, GIS study with related datdeseiopnentplan

announcement review, and backtrack scan of online newspapers.

The first of these methods is literature review. Within this method, comprehensive data
from recent academic publications, online documents, haokisscientific researches

are tried © be collected within the scope of the study. The formation of the theoretical
framework and the transfer of the concepts discussed within the scope of the thesis are

provided by this method.

Daily newspaper news was used in order to include data onlifezsmatter and to
have indicators for the period in backtrack researches. Periodic data were obtained
with this method, which was applied at certain points of the study, and important

discourses were reached.

In addition, a number of datasets, whichwaseful to examine, were used in the study.
These data sets were obtained as a result of interviews with public instiutanas
IstanbulMetropolitan Municipality,IstanbulProvincial Directorate of Environment

and UrbanizationPresidency of Religious AffairdJnion of Chambers of Turkish
Engineers and Architects Chamber of City PlannstanbulBranch Pendik Mufti

Office and each data set was used with reference to the relevant institution. In addition,
the same data sets rgeused as a base in GIS studies and spatialization study was

performed in GIS environment.

Finally, the developmentplans announced on the official websites of the Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality and thistanbulProvincial Directorate of Environmenhe
Urbanization the two institutions authorized to appralevelopmenplans within the

provincial boundaries of Istanbul, were examined. The research aevk&pment



plan approval processes, which is the most effective form of intervemiamban

space, was conducted through these two institutions.

1.3.Structure of the Thesis

This thesis consists of six chapters. In Chapter 2, following the Introduction Chapter

1, the theoretical framework for neoliberalism and conservatism is established.
Fundamentaprinciples of neoliberalism and conservatism, which are considered as
two separate topics, are discussed and the relationship between these two concepts and
space is discussed. Finally, the discussion of the concept of the New Right, which
emerged as a rel of the partnership of the two concepts, is giv&lso, the spatial

organization of Islamist conservatism was mentioned.

Following Chapter 2, where the basic conceptual framework is presented, Chapter 3
includes the discussions and conceptualizatiamsdected by Henri Lefebvren

critical urban theory. The relationship between space and production of space and the
relationship between the mode of production and space, which has an important place
in terms of the study subject of the thesis, are exaimine

Then, Chapter 4 is the section whéhe urbanization of Turkey is handled. In this
section, regulations related to mosques in the zoning legislation in Turkey examined
and neoliberalslamistconservative aspects of urbanization in Turkeyesdiscussed

in two periods. The first period covers the period from 1980 to 2000, the period when
neoliberal policies are densely implemented in Turkey. The second period covers the
period after 2000the period when Islamist conservatism became permdfiaatly,

the place of the mosques in the urbanization of Turkey is mentioned.

Chapter 5 is the chapter in which the case study is locBbedase study focuses on
the urban area of Istanbul. In this section, starting from the 0@ period, the

develgmentplans offering new mosques in Istanbul have been suspended, the data



obtained from public institutions are interpreted and the spatial analysis by the GIS is
created. At the end of the chapter, an experiment was conducted according to the
current legslation on mosques and the picture that will emerge when the
mosqueization is in full compliance with the legislation in the Istanbul urban space is

included.

Finally, Chapter 6 includes evaluations of the study. Here is a brief summary of all the

iIssuescovered by the thesis. In additidmdings of the study were given.



CHAPTER 2

THE RELATION BETWEEN NEOLIBERALISM AND CONSERVATISM

For the reason that this thesis focuses on the consequences of netdibeist
conservativepolicies, it is essential to examine the concepts of neoliberalism and
conservatism in detail. Even if neoliberalism and conservatism have different
historical backgrounds and different aspects, these concepts have also common aspects
in shaping the conjuatural structures they dominate. As the first chapter of the thesis
that includes understanding and comprehension, this chapter will focus on

neoliberalism and conservatism both as ideologies and polidyng tools.

2.1. Defining Neoliberalism with Fundamental Principles

Neoliberalism, defined by Bourdie{Brenner and Theodore 2002, 350, Bourdieu
1998)as Autopia of wunlimit g2015elQ)pd ofi ¢ mlh ¢ dchedd and
l i berali smo, I's the dominant thed®70stamdc a l under

became one of the fundamental grounds of right ideology today.

Keynesianism, the economic theories of John Maynard Keynes, was the dominant
theoretical framework in economics and economic pati@king in the period
between 1945 and 19{0horsen and Lie 2007, 8Yhe period after 197®as the
scene of domestic social and economic crises in the United Kingdom, France, Italy



and the USA. The capitalist world economy was in the decline of the profit rate and
entered a O6structur al cri siteétrategidbeandl | ber a
political answer against the nKeytlmesi an
reason of the collapse in Keynesian policies with the help of the import substitution
industrialization atthe end ¢he1 9 70s and Ait owegicalt s str
appeal, but neoliberalism is not merely an ideology, it purports to rest on the scientific
foundati ons of mo d(Elarke 2005, B& Thexdby, kKegnesimo mi ¢ s 0
econonic policies including the state intemvion in the economic field are replaced

by neoliberal economy policies defending
i nterventiono and i n t he early 1970s, t
i ncreasi ngl y (BfemerardiTHeaorea20022z342) 0

The cure proposed by the monetarists, led by Milton Friedman and Frederick August

von Hayek, demanded the restoration of the free market and the strong state. These
regulations started to show up during argaret Thatcher government in the United
Kingdom and the Ronald Reagan government
alternative (TIl NA) @ecldand Tackell 2082 381 ke ndwh at c h e
social order, néliberalism, emerged, first within these countries, but then gradually

exported to the periphery.

As George states the <central val ue of
neoliberalism itself is the notion of competition: competition between nationsnseg

firms and of course between individugl999) George also argues that neoliberalism

aims to apportion the resources, whether physical, natural, financial or human, with

the greatest efficiency. According to thieology, public is unprofitable and what is

essential is competition. When it comes to equality and balance, the defeat of the weak
against the powerful i's the bal(Georgee of 71
1999)

Thebiggest difference that neoliberalism brought is that everything has a market value.

This set of economic policies, in Marx's terms, are the following:
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Finally, there came a time when everything that men had considered as inalienable

became an object of eltange, of traffic and could be alienated. This is the time when

the very things which till then had been communicated, but never exchanged; given,

but never sold; acquired, but never boughtirtue, love, conviction, knowledge,

conscience, etd. when eerything, in short, passed into commerce. It is the time of

general corruption, of universal venality, or, to speak in terms of political economy,

the time when everything, moral or physical, having become a marketable value, is

brought to the market to lassesed at its truestvalleMar x 1992, 32 cited in
2010, 14).

Because neoliberalism is entitled as fAneoo
liberalism and neoliberalism should be mentioned. Neoliberalism is interpreted as the
restoration of economic liberalisfdeywood 2014, 67)t can be defined as the strong
return of liberalism. The transformation of liberalism to neoliberalism has sometimes
been through the preservation and maintenance of certain values that existed in
liberalism, while at the same time it has content tharwlielms some values of
liberalism. As David Harvey argues, neoliberalism is not the rejuvenation of liberalism
in general, however it is a distinctive economic theory which has replaced a more
moder at e f@embe@al® d9) Ih bthee woads, ithe pediod in which
Keynesian economic policies were practiced was not a period that was completely
isolated from liberalism; on the contrary, it was a period in which liberalism remained
embedded.

However, Harvey ats states that neoliberalism is, above all, a theory of political
economic practices and this theory argues that the best way to improve human well
being is strong property rights, an institutional framework based on free market and
free trade, and release individual enterpris€2015, 10) Since Harvey's definition
includes the fundamental values of liberalism, it is clear that neoliberalism has a

common ground with liberalism.

In the recent critical literature, dfivey also stands out by giving the neoliberalism

concept a widganging definition in his book named A Brief History of Neoliberalism:

Neoliberalism is in the first instance a theory of political economic practices that
proposes that human wdilking canbest be advanced by liberating individual
entrepreneurial freedoms and skills within an institutional framework characterized by
strong private property rights, free marketsd free trade. The role of the state is to

11



create and preserve an institutioffamework appropriate to such practices. The state
has to guarantee, for example, the quality and integrity of money. It must also set up
those military, defense, police and legal structures and functions required to secure
private property rights and tagrantee, by force if need be, the proper functioning of
markets. Furthermore, if markets do not exist (in areas such as land, water, education,
health care, social security, or environmental pollution) then they must be created, by
state action if necessa But beyond these tasks the state should not venture. State
interventions in markets (once created) must be kept to a bare minimum because,
according to the theory, the state cannot possibly possess enough information to
secondguess market signals (peis) and because powerful interest groups will
inevitably distort and bias state interventions (particularly in democracies) for their
own benefit(Harvey 2005, 2)

As Brenner and Theodor elibedl ideology it the beliefii t h e
that open, competitive and unregulated markets, liberated from all forms of state
interference, represent t he opt 2602, me c
350). Il n this context, neol i ber al doctrine
control over industry, assaults on organized labor, the reduction of corporate taxes, the
privatization of public services and assets, the dismantling of social assistance
programs, the enhancement of international capital mobility, and the intensification of
interlocal competition and during the 1980s, neoliberalism was established as the
domi nant political and i deol(theodoceaHeckf or m
and Brenner 2011, 15)

As mentioned above, accordingttee neoliberal perspective, increasesocial and

individual freedom is attached tbe right of private property, entrepreneurshgnd
freeemarket logic Proper operation of the system is only possible with privatization of

public services and public property, reduction of the state supervision on the capital

and encouragement for foreign capital. In this meaning, neoliberal economic paradigm
claims that ewsything has a market value and all the resources should be involved in

the market. In the context of these transformations, the role of the state is defined as

the mechanism for the recapitalization and the structure putting into practice the new
regulatods. Ther eby, Awel fare stateo | eaves i
stateo. I n this context, according to He
tendency of the large state and state intervention that marked the 20th century, and if

possible, reverse {2014, 67) Heywood also states that the market is morally and
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practically seen above all kinds of political control and the market is capable of

regulating the economy on its o2014, 68)

As conclusion, neoliberalism proposes to privatize public goods and services, to flex
trade arrangements, to reduce capital and labor controls of the state and to remove all
obstacles to foreign investments for theelepment of social and individual welfare.

It refers to a production system based on flexibility in production processes,
organization of labor and market conditions. Neoliberalism, by its flexible nature,
unconditionally approves marketiented global apitalism(Heywood 2014, 69)

2.1.1.The Relation betweenNeoliberalism and Globalization

Neoliberalism is generally associated with the concepts of globalization and
hegemony. Although there are different meanings to globalization, common sense is
that globalization is inevitable and this inevitability takes an ideological position with
neoliberalism, one of the most important ideologies created by globalization.
Globalization is therefore not a neutral ideological force, but rather a force with
neoliberalism and it strengthens the market despite the(si@ya/ood2014, 38)

What sets the conditions for spreading globalization is the disappear of the Bretton

Woods contract, which had been in force since 1945, and the abandonment of the fixed

exchange rate system in the early 1970s. With this situation, thia tetthe idea of

the economic order based on the free market and free trade principles has taken place

and it can be said that globalization and neoliberalism started to walk hand in hand

(Heywood 2014, 69)Yet, as AlSayyad stated, globalization and neoliberalism are not

the same, neoliberalism is one of the reasons of globalizéatiore | i k 2012, 10)
Moreover, neoliberalism is both an economic tool and an idgdlogt the global

economy uses to achieve some of its goals.
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The main driving force behind the neoliberal ideas and structures is economic
globalization.With the help of globalization, national economies have turned into a
connected global economy, theoguction has gained international character and the

capital has flown among countries freely. Phillip Bobbitt claims that this situation has

a significant contri buti osmt atoe ot hwei tdhi sfptl hae
stateodo (2002 d2044, @9¢ As neolberdimmyewparmed, globalization

of the world economy occurred as a result. The importance of the territorial part of any
country has declined, the connections fa
both expanded and diversifie(Heywood 2014, 38) The aim of neoliberal

globalization was to create a global capitalist economy.

Moreover, neoliberalism does not only correlate with globalizatiit, it also

associates with other ideologies and adci f or ms . As Peck argu
standing alone, neoliberalism tends to exist in a kind of parasitical relation to other

state and social forms (conservatism, authoritarianism, social democracy, etc.), in the
hybrid contexts of which the form and s®guences of its associated restructuring
strategies ar e s haepderd, oPeck and Beenner 201%, 4. i n
Accordingly, AlSayyad argues that there is also a very strong link between religion

and neoliberalisnf ¢ e | i k .2N6olib2ralisnilnfaintains its permanence through
partnerships with other forms of governance and ideologies.

2.1.2.Neoliberal Urbanization: The Key Role of Space

Capitalism, starting from the 1970s, has dominated a new model of economy and
production under the name of neoliberalism, and this new model has brought radical
changes and transformations on urban space. According to Ersoy, during the neoliberal
period, vhile the cities were deindustrialized, factors such as unemployment, financial
management, which increased on a national and local scale, and -oragketd
privatization dominated urban proces$2601) One of the mdsimportant factors
driving urban development in the neoliberal period with Ersoy's statements is the role
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played by the city in the spatial division of work at the national and globas(@£11,
38). In other words, each city has a certain role in the framework of growth strategies

followed in an economic whole.

After the practice of welfare state and socialism as an alternative to liberal capitalism;
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc countries, socialisnbbasa replaced by the

rapid construction of market capitalism, in the developed capitalist countries, the
welfare state is replaced by development strategies that prioritize market conditions
under the leadership of the new right, in the periphery cosnpirigort substitution
strategies have been replaced by open growth strafed¢ies n g ¢, | . TiR @efpnse 8 )
to the emerging crisis has been the neoliberal strategies produced in both the central
and peripheral coungs. In this process, while statentered development strategies
were replaced by markeentered growth strategies, the planning institution that
guided urbanization was also subjected to intense at(agke n g ¢ | . ARed tBe2 , 8)
neoliberal economic policies took effect, it is seen that urbanization is realized by the
profit-oriented and investmewotiented practices brought by neoliberal policies
instead of the rational and scientific applications of the plannirmgpdirse.

Neoliberal policies and globalization had also affected the conditiotieofation

state. According to Ersoy, globalization and neoliberal policies, in contrast to-nation
based growth strategies, include an approach that proposes to move beyond
boundaries of natiestate(2001, 40) As Serter argues, the increased transportation
and communication opportunities provided a new opportunity to the capitalist class in
industrialized countries and the cafigt class began to use the whole world as a

market and labor force field, to control and intervene in this large s(2@&i8, 94)

At this point, it should be noted that globalization and neoliberalizatiarepses have

also direct and important consequences on cities. When it comes to neoliberal
urbanization, a global and local restructuring of cities with a market and eapital
oriented approach should be mentioned. Neoliberalism can be defined as the form of
urban governance in which the boundaries between the public and private sectors have

been removed, competition is increased, space is halikieal thing that produced.
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In the neoliberal urbanization process, while the opposition power of the labor sector
declined, the capital sector increased the accumulation and circulation rate as a result
of the new production model spread around the world. The rapid increase in the
accumulation speed and amount of the capital sector compared to the previous eras
made it necessary to experience accumulation crises. However, the capital and
capitalist class hee discovered a new area, the urban space, to overcome this crisis

based on oveaccumulation in the neoliberal peri¢@erter 208, 95)

Accordingly, Lefebvre strongly states that the success of capitalism depends on its
discovery of spac@efebvre 1976)He argues that the existence of capitalism depends
on the urban space and he explains #lation between capitalism and space as

follows:

But what has happened is that capitalism has found itself able to attenuate (if not
resolve) its internal contradictions for a century, and consequently, in the hundred

years since the writing Capital, itdha succeeded in achieving
calculate at what price, but we do know the means: by occupying space, by producing

a spacdLefebvre 1976, 21)

Lefebvre also argues t h ahincapagatismeppductibna | s hi
no longer occurs merely in space; instead, space is itself now being produced in and

t hrough the pr oces s(2009 186)8ppde, tindhis sease, stdried/ e | 0 [
to play a ley role both in the urbanization of neoliberalism and the sustainability of

neoliberalism.

Brenner, Theodor@002) Peck(Theodore, Peck and Brenner 20atyl Tickell(Peck

and Tickell 2002who examine the effects of globalization and neoliberal policies on

ur ban space, emphasi ze the fAcreative de
competitionprone approach of globalization and neolibgmlicies as a process of

demolition and reconstruction:

Although the neoliberal restructuring projects of the last three decades have failed to
produce a coherent basis for sustainable capitalist growth, they have nonetheless
profoundly reworked the ingtitional infrastructure and regulatory norms upon which
FordistKeynesian capitalism was grounded. The concept of creative destruction is
presented to describe the geographically uneven, socially regressive, and politically
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volatile trajectories of instittional/spatial change that have been crystalizing under
these conditionéTheodore, Peck and Brenner 2011,.16)

Neoliberal urbanization is both predicated on and realized through uneven
development and its natl state is defined by an unevenly developed topography
(Theodore, Peck and Brenner 2011;1BJ. Uneven development is the systematic
geographical expression of the contradictions that exist within thetwteuand
character of capital, therefore, what is achieved by capital through neoliberal policies
is the production of space in its own img&mith 2017, 2424). It can be said that

uneven development is the embodimeineoliberal urbanization.

Harvey, accordingly, mentions that capital accumulation rising with the neoliberal

policies is a highly geographical issue, and he argues that the maintenance of

capitalism as a politiceconomic system is only possible iketlirban space is the

solution to the emerging accumulation crisis (2011, cited in Serter 20E%)9®ne

of the features of the urban area that provides a solution to the accumulation crisis is

the fact that it became isanakesthercityéhe focus ir ent 0 ¢
of the capital class under the neoliberal policies. In this way, it is possible to reduce

and increase the existing rent with the interventions on urban land. Neoliberal

urbanization has developed as a result of the capitaimmntbe economic crisis in the

production process, and in order to increase their profits, the investments are directed

to the urban environment and urban space which are highly profitable.

Moreover, Harvey points out that space is being restructured continuously in modern

cities (Giddens 2000, cited@¢ | | ¢ pénar 2012, 19) . The recon
ideological purpose. It reflects partly the current ideology of the power groups and

institutions in societyand partly the market forces. Competition among capitalists

causes excessive capital accumulation and this leads to crisis; the way to ensure

stability is the investment of capital in the built environment.

As a matter of fact, accary to Harvey, urbanization is the mode of organizing the
space of capitalism. It is a way of structuring the physical environment and organizing

human and social relations in space and capitalism does it in an unjust and unequal
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way, in favor of the ricifHarvey 1985)As a solution to the crisis of production, the
capital class reproduces itself through investments in the urban area and the built

environment.

In the direction of the main motives of neoliberalism, an engregurial organization

model has been dominated instead of a managerial organization model on urban land.
In contrast to the managerial organization model, only the motives of the capitalist
class dominate the urban space in the entrepreneurial city nktatekef 1989, cited

in Serter 2018, 101). In the neoliberal period, the city is shaped completely according
to the demands of the capital sector in power and as a result of this, planning paradigm
shifts from longterm, publieinterest oriented approachgbortterm, capitalinterest
oriented approach. Instead of the symbols that refer to the publicity, the capital class
fills the space with elements that refer to its class and ideological(&eter 2018,

122)

As a result of the neoliberal policies, the competition among cities has come to the
forefront, and the interest in metropolitan areas has increased and cities have become
a tool to serve economic, social and political purposes. Especially the urban renewal
and transformation projects in big cities, laggale urban projects, gated communities

and luxury housing projects and the increase in the number of shopping centers are the
product of this process. What is contended is marked urbanization of nedinesal

cities become strategic targets for neoliberal policy experiments and cities have
become the incubators for the reproduction of neoliberalism as a living institutional
regime(Theodore, Peck and Brenner 20224-25). A neoliberal city, accordingly, is

the area of uneven and unjust development in favor of the capital.

2.1.3.The Association of Religion and Neoliberalism in Neoliberal Urbanization

In the neoliberal management and economy model, the capital sector's arrangement of

urban space in a way to prioritize its interests is important in terms of the relationship
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between neoliberalism and other concepts, ideologies and governance models.
Accordingly, AlSayyad states that there is a very strong link between religion and
neoliberalism( ¢ e | i k .XV@hltH2 peolibesa)lism, the increasing tendency of the
current religious trends in the world has hsaime consequences for the cities.
AlSayyad argues that the collapse of state power under the neoliberal economic

paradigm left a space to be filled by religious groups (@05, 22)

The postmodern paradigm, whican be defined as the opposite of the modern, has
been also used in many areas in accordance with the ideological construction of the
neoliberalism. As a method, the postmodernism claims to break away from or
overcome modernism and conflicts with the iga&al mind of modernism.
Postmodernism advocates that the claim of a godless self is impossible, and it is based
on the thesis that the absence of god will be a moral and spiritual deprii&eiter

2018, 124)

In the neoliberal period, the crisis with the decrease of state power has turned into an
advantage by religious practices. The domination of religion and religious forms and
structures in social life and social space has increased with reference to traditionalism
and antirationalism. In this sense, postmodernism in coalition with neoliberalism has
prepared the infrastructure that will allow conservative ideology to come to life. As
the most important pillar of this infrastructure, the spatial domination of saBgi
beliefs and structures referring to history and religion instead of rationalism has
increased rapidly in urban spa@erter 2018, 125Furseth says that these religious
movements rising in the cities have asdaelationship with the neoliberal period
because they are fed by uneven urban service proyids, 6661). In the neoliberal
period, the urban space is filled with the prescription of the postmodern graradi
based on the concepts of religion, traditiand locality.

For nearly four decades, cities have begun to occupy an increasingly central place in
the reproduction, transformation, and ongoing restructuring of neoliberalism. In this

sense, religion alsplayed an important role in shaping the cities parallel with

19



neoliberalism. In the following parts of this study, the relation between religion and

the urban space will be handled in detalil.

2.2. Defining Conservatism

Conservatism emerged as a politiagtitude and a movement at the end of th& 18

century against the idea of Enlightenment and the French Revolution. It is an anti
modern and traditionalist political movement. It can be defined as the political
expression of t he rmetdourtno troe creviolatidndya o € i e@nm
political beliefs and value@/ural 2007, 16)

Conservatism, defined as a way of thinking in general to preserve the existing
situation, is characterized as one of the rglmg political ideologies that resist social

change and advocates the preservation of social and cultural values. The philosopher
Edmund Burke, who formed the theoretical foundations of conservative ideology and
pioneered the other conservatthinkers, publib ed fiRef |l ecti ons on t

F r a n(19@0%in 1790 and the book is considered as the basic book of conservatism.

Yél dérmaz says that conservatism is a co
him, it is contenporary, because the existence of a world to be preserved for
conservatism only takes place on condition when restoration or modernism exists and
threatens it. It is a way of thinking because there are no forms of action and areas that
have been planned advance. It has a certain attitude, but it is possible to understand
the direction of this attitude only when they are attacked by a modernist project. These
attitudes can be explained as an intervention that will take place to ensure that the
characterisgcs of the past are included in the value and approval of the day. Culture is
the most decisive factor for conservatism. The cultural norms of societies are the only
reality that cannot be abandoned or ignored for their past, present and future
(vyeldermadz 2003, 9
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As another definition, conservatism is based on the reaction of the political, social and
cultural structures that the capitalist modernization process has disintegrated, or more
precisely, the reaction tihe continuity of the meaning and values loaded on those
structuregBora 2008, 5&65).

Since the first period of political conservatism, even though it does not define an ideal

order, these are the beginning of telements that it argues without changing:

continuity of history and traditions in the form of a chain, indispensability of religion,

community engineering, defense against all forms of revolution and defending the

gradual change, immunity of private projyeas sacred, the freedom of every society

to produce its own ideal system, importance and immunity of intermediate institutions
(Mannheim 2002 and ¥zipek 2005, cited in key

While Heywood describes conservatism as the most modesogyeamong all
political ideologies, perhaps because of this situation, he also states that it is
remarkably flexible and can quickly recover itself. He says that conservatism is in
continuous development because it does not bind itself to fixed idea system
(Heywood 2014, 884). Heywood also states that conservatism is built on a set of
political understandings that emphasize the importance of human nature, the society
in question, and the importance of specific pdiitiovalues. In this context,
conservatism in itself fundamentally contains tradition, human shortage, organic
society, hierarchy and authority, and propéHgywood 2014, 86 Nisbet also defines

the basic dogmas of consatism as follows: devotion to history and traditions, mind
and prejudice, authority and power, freedom and equality, property and life, religion
and moraltt 2007, <cited in keyhanléojlu 2011, 87).

Considering its historical background, it is seen thatEnlightenment, the French
Revolution and Industrialization have come to the forefront of the phenomena of the
theorization process of political conservatism. The political conservatism that matures
through these processes; while defending the historataks, society, pragmatism,
private property, intermediary institutions, traditions, religion, existing authority and

order; it rejects all kinds of revolution and social engineering, individualism and pure
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science and rationalism. In this sense, it aasdid that it is a system of thought rather

than an ideology because it defines itself over the opposite of conservatism.

In the context of this thesis, the most important points in conservatism will be
examined as follows: individual, family amdmmunity, tradition and history against

revolution and change, religion and property.

2.2.1. Fundamental Principles of Conservatism

2.2.1.1 Individual, Family, and Community

Conservatives think that human beings are essentially limited and seekimigysec
People are familiar with what is known, tried and tested. Human rationality is
unreliable, referring to the belief of the first sin in the Christian tradition and moral
degeneration is hidden within every human békigywood 2014, 89)The pessimism

of human nature in conservative thought brought about the idea of human deficiency
and the insufficiency of human mind alone. Because the human mind alone is

insufficient, it needs tradition and authority.

¥zipek notes that in contrast to the congc
in Enlightenment, conservatism has a pessimist philosophical ground about human
nature and human min(2004, 45) Vural also tates that conservatives generally

accept the cosmological principle about the universe. According to this principle, God

is at the center of everything, the cause of existence and the measure of everything is

not human, it is Go@vural 2007, 14)

As a guardian and bearer of traditional morality, the family has great importance in the
conservative thinking that emphasizes society and its structures. Because the family

functions as one of the basic educational instituteom$ empowers people in their
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sense of belonging and commu#itiFor the conservatives; from family to religious
and nonreligious communities, from charitable traditional institutions to professional
organizations for economic solidarity, all intermediangtitutions in which the
individual belongs are seen as institutions that protect and mature the individual and
transfer itto the futuré k ey hanl eéoj l u 2011, 95)

The importance that conservative thought gives to soai@r@also manifests itself in

its attitude to change. The actors of social change such as religion, culture, and
tradition are superior to the actors of political change such as ideology, revolution, and
state. Therefore, conservative change gives pritwighanging the political structure
together with society ¢ et i n 2 AcBodding td @asgrvatism, the individual
cannot shape society, but society shapes the individual. The main means of social life
is not indivicual freedom but authority. People can only reach welfare and happiness
under the authority of family, community, church (or another religious structure

similar to church) andguill k ey hanl eéoj Il u 2011, 95)

Therefore, accaling to conservatism, in the model of society based on the hierarchy

of family, community and intermediary institutions, there is no supremacy or priority

of the state and the individual. Because the individual is not seen assafeiént
beingduetdihi s | i mited creati on ansbcielyiarsd f i r st
intermediary institutions are very important institutions that produce and protect the
individual, giving identity and personality.

2.2.1.2. Tradition and History against Revolutiorand Change

From the point that conservatism has established its existence to the present day, the
antrrevolution principle of conservatism has been one of the common principles of all

conservatives, even though it has had different defenders.

The word Acommunityo is used here to refer "cemaato
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According to Bonald, the replacement of social institutions with force as in the
revolution brings disaster and lotgym selfdefeat, on the other hand, real and lasting
change can be the result of heavy, long, continuous processes (cited in Nishet 1990
cited in Serter 2018, 30)In the same way, Burke states that the spirit of revolution,
instead of creating a benefit in the present situation and time, ultimately results in
despotism, and believes that the laws and institutions formed as a result of traditions
mud be kept on an absolute condition (2016, citedSaerter 2018, 30)For the
conservative philosopher, Kirk, who wants change to be through the conservation of
society, it is the absolute necessity to postpone change rather than violate moral laws

if the intended change foresees injustice against any human(b&irgi pek .2 00 4,

In this context, the idea of revolution and change in conservatism can be expressed
with these aspects: parallel with the demands of the spbietipm to top, under the
guidance of the intimate knowledge coming from the tradition and the history, a
gradual renewal without harming any social organism. Otherwise, revolution and

change can only be destructive.

At the root of the trust in traditidn conservatism, there is a belief that it is not possible

for any human to understand everything with his/her limited mind. According to
Burke, tradition tells people more than mind about society and social homework
(Tannenbam and Schultz 2008, 384Along the same line, Burke defines people as
Athe product of (hk esyharnyl éamnjds Heywaddlpdinis onG)o
out, the tradition in conservatism reflects the wisdom of plaest, and the institutions

and practices of the past have passed the test of time, so the institutions and practices
of the past must be preserved in the name of the interests of the living and future
generation$2014,87). Thus, the order maintains its continuity.

For conservatives, history is not dead or not past, it is like a living bekng y han!l éo7J |
2011, 93) While the conservatives determine their position in the futueg, ke the

past as an indispensable, lively and deep treasure. For the conservatives who attach
importance to history, the ancestors on the stage of history are also important. The

words of Burke are important in this regard:
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People will not look forwardat posterity, who never look backward to their ancestors
(1960, 31)

In conservative thought, history and tradition are seen as important values as the mind
and science, which enable the society to take the direction and position for the future
with the help of the experiences of the pask erylh@oj | u . Bigtotylin 94)
conservatism, like tradition, is nothing but experience. Tradition gives people a sense
of belonging and being rooted. These feelings are also strong because they are based
on historical background and based on expergmeehistory. On the other hand,
change is a journey to the unknown. While the tradition brings belongingness and trust,

change brings uncertainty and distr(t4€ywood 2014, 87)

2.2.1.3. Religion and Property

Every element that is effective in shaping the social life is also important in terms of
conservatism. Religion takes an important part among these elements. According to
Burke, one of the most important conservative thinkers who expressed religion as a

sccial power:

We know, and what is better, we feel inwardly, that religion is the basis of civil
society, and the source of all good and of all con{ft®60, 87)

For conservative ideology, which seeks for statiypaand control, religion is the
unchanging moral law of the changing world. Burke believes that society is shaped by
di vine | aw or natur al | aw a(1960,88)ef i nes man as

However, when wéook at conservative thinkers, while religiousness is an important
element, we see that not all conservatives are religious. Regardless of their state of
faith, all conservative thinkers attach great importance to religion. The secret that
underlines thismportance is the social structure that conservatives often emphasize.

Conservatism is different from religiousness. Religion is one of the most important
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traditional institutions that provide social cohesion and reinforce social ties. Religion

performs asocially unifying and integrative function.

One dimension of the importance of religion for conservatives is related to the
communities. In social life, the community has a role as the most important value of
religion. According to conservative thoughtetiocal structure is disrupted without
communities acting as mediators between the individual and the society, connections
between individuals break, and an atomized social structure agp&esmi r k anoj |
2017, 298) Theidea that no society, community or group can exist independently of

religion belongs to conservative thoughDe mi r kanoj.lu 2017, 295)

As an institution that makes sense of the world and provides control, religionaholds
very important placeboth int theright ideologies and conservatism. The most
important struggle in the Age of Enlightenment was the destruction of religious
thought patterns. This provided that human can make sense of the world by his/her
free will. However, the basic idea of politicadreservatism is based on religion and
traditions. Religion acts as the cement of society and plays a role in regulating natural
inequality among individuals. For this reason, according to conservative thought,

religion must exist.

Conservatism gives also et importance to the preservation of property and the
existence ofthe freemarket( k ey han | & o] Ona of thé lighest cOrnpn
denominators of conservatism, besides the emphasis of religion, is the understanding
of property. On the one hand, property is the basis of the family, which is the main
unit of the society, on the other hand, property gives individual a certain position in
society( Demi r kanoj.lu 2017, 292)

According to theperception of conservatism, property gives people a sense of trust
and relaxation irthis unpredictable and uncertain world. It allocates a source of
protection to individualgHeywood 2014, 94)Heywood states that thoséo have

their own property, naturally respect the property ownership of others and this is the

first condition for the establishment of social security and of@ei4, 94) Thus,
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property is not only an individu issue but also a social issue. For example for the
family institution to survive, it is essential to ensure the continuity and the reproduction
of private property to assure future generati@erter 2018, 47)Therefore, there is a
significant relationship between property, famayd tradition in conservatism.

2.2.2. Spatial Elements of Islanst Conservatism

After thinking about the basic principles of conservative ideology, it will be useful to
mention theway that conservatism handles the space through spatial elements.
However, in this part, only the Islastconservatism will be examined in termstioé

spatial organization because of the research subject of the thesis. As the area where
social relationsire produced and the dominant ideology is reinforced, the importance

of space in terms of conservative ideology will be mentioned.

Lefebvre defines the connection between space and social structure with the definition
A(social) spacet,efelsvre 2014 b6)In thissrespeect, peligmm u ¢
which has great importance in the social sense of conservative ideology, has also great
importance in the production of space. As far as the Islaorld is concernedhere

are some common points in the form of the Istaaities. In all the cities spread over

a wide area, the traces and basic characteristics of Islamic civilization come to the
forefront(Demirci 2003, 13Q)

It is seen that the first urbanization process in Islamic civilization was experienced in

Medina after the migration from Mecca and tF
building a city and a hi(gh -palkaccee atnod bYuéilldde raé m
544) Many institutions and constructions have been used strategically in order to make

Islamic culture and rituals prevail in newly established or conquered cities. The

mosque, which is the temple of Islam religiondathe most important spatial

representation tool, has been the most important element used in shaping urban space

and everyday life. Mosque has a key role in Islamic spatial construct.
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According to Mar-ai s, t he moscgsaacourts not
prison, school and accommodation place (cited in Goddard 1999, cited in Serter 2018,
47). In addition to its religious role, mosques in the Islamic city are the places where
political and social roles are fulfilled, besides, mosque is the impsirtant public

building in Islamic civilization Bi - akcé and Yeél dérém 2018,

As a start point, Stefano Bianca explains the relation between Islamic religious activity

and spatial construct as:

Compared with otheateligious traditions, the distinctive feature of Islam is that it has
given birth to a comprehensive and integrated cultural system by totally embedding
the religious practice in the daily life of the individual and the society (cit€mer

2012, 11).

The mosque is also a monumental building for the Islamic city, and it is the physical
form of conservatism that emphasizes sociality and religion continuously. According

to Lefebvre:

Monumental space offered each member of a society an image of that niémbers
an image of his or her social visage. It thus constituted a collective mirror more faithful
than any personal or{&991, 222)

Besides the importance of mosques, the neighborhoods substantially shapeghe citi
in the Islamic civilization. In each neighborhood, people witommon language,
religion, and family live side by side. Islamic cities, in a sense, owe the preservation
of identity, religious beligfand ethnicity to these spatial organization. At this point, it

is seen that Islam, which gives importance to privacy and holiness of the family, is the
most important factor in the formation of these neighborhoods (Rezvani and Raeefard
2015, citediBi k@é and Yel déerém 2018, 549)

The neighborhood is centralized with the Grand Mosque, the square and the
commercial places around it. These spaces develop a high sense of belonging to the
neighborhood, allowing human relationships. According to this, ibeasaid that the
houses and settlements that emerged during the process of Islamic civilization were
not developed by themselves, they developed according to the modes of living and the
rules of religion( Bi - akcée a0i854%)él déer ém
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Knal cék states that privacy, which is a
many features athe Islamic city (1995, 258) Privacy, as the most basic element of

the settlement, sting from the house shapes the entire settlement. The features that
stand out in the construction of houses are courtyards and closed form. By the help of
the arrangement of the houses, labyriikh road systems in most Islamic cities is
designed to makfamily and family groups' lives safe, confidential and private, and
turned into dea@nd streets (cude-sac), in particular, to ensure privacy and security
(Can 1992, 116)Can states that in most of the Islamic cjtib® main road network

is in a radial form spreading from the mosL@92, 16)

A large part of the commercial activities in the city of Islam also gathered around the
Grand Mosque in the city center. In facttie city of Islam, there is a tight junction
between the mosque and the baf&an 1992, 117)With this tight junction between

the bazaar and the mosque, it is aimed to organize the commercial life in the bazaar
accordng to Islamic rules(Demirci 2003, 139) This is an indication of the

interconnectedness of commercial and religious life.

As a conclusion, it is revealed that the most important spatial element that determines
the spathl construct of the Islamic city is the mosque. The mosque is a structure that
organizes and regulates space, social structureé social relations. The city life

shaped around the mosque develops as an extension of the mosque.

2.3. The Association ofNeoliberalism and (Neofonservatism: The New Right

Liberalism and conservatism have importance not only for being the dominant
ideologies of our time but also for creating a synthesis of themselves. With the
economic crisis that erupted in the early 1970s golden age of capitalism ended.

Throughout the world, Keynesian economic policies, social state, and publicity began

to be abandoned. The new form of capitalism, the New Right ideology, rose through
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two fundamental ideologies and discourses that rgted on liberalism and

conservatism: neoliberalism and neoconservatism.

In the foundations of liberal ideology, which is the historical root of neoliberalism, it

is seen that there are strong roots on which the coalition with the conservative ideology
will rise (Serter 2018, 35)Conservative discourse has become apparent as a
complement to the neoliberal policies along with authoritarian tendencies and as a
means of maintaining the contradictions of neoliberalism. @wasism is not
separated from the structure of neoliberalism. Religion, morality and social values are
the tools that neoliberal governments with conservative discourse often use to

legitimize their policies.

It would be useful to identify the two compane on which The New Right
understanding is based. The first of these is neoliberalism, which rejects the weighted
role of the public sector in the market; the second is neoconservatism, which gives
importance to traditional values based on family, refigicand nation.
Neoconservatism defends that the power and intervention of the state, which is rejected
from the economic field by neoliberal policies, should be directed to the social space
for the reestablishment of authority and discipline. Neoconsematilended with
liberalism and not completely detached from the values defined by Burke, has shifted
towards the market economy and developed a sociality that recognizes individual

freedoms.

On the other hand, the New Right thought contains discrepaariesontradictions

in many ways. Neoliberalism defends values such as freedom, choice, agghts
competition; while conservatism advocates values such as authority, discipline,
reverenceand homework. In fact, the New Right is the unification of two ideological
traditions, whose opposites are obvigdsywood 2014, 103)

However especially in the last quarter of the 20th century, The New Right, which was
defended by neoliberalism in the economic field, and advocated by neoconservatism

in the social field, led to the development of these two different ideologies collectively.
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In this context, conservatism ensured that family, religion, individual freedom and

social discipline are drawn forward in the social sphere, in response to the state power

and intervention that neoliberalism withdrew from the economic sgh&g | er 2016 ,
ctedin ¢ol ak 2016, 356) .

The underlying cause of The New Right ideology being more authoritarian than its
predecessor, liberalism, is the human nature approach of conservatism. According to
conservatives, human nature is not optimistic. Human is defectivecar@pable of
making the most rational decisions in his/her name. Becaadbadual gains the
characteristic of being an individual within the society, the society is prioritized by the
individual. While liberal thought criticizes this understanding coinservatism,
conservative thought completes the social gap in liberahsthis way. Moreover,
religion is another institution that liberalism did not use effectively in previous periods.
Religion, which has an important place in conservatism, has bbaerpartant part of

this coalition in terms of the social ord@he &istence of religion in the New Right
ideology also used as a postmodernist criticism against the rational mind of

modernism.

Like society, family has also a critical roletime New Right ideology. The source of
the individuals, who will not clash with the market economy, provide the cheap labor
force needed by neoliberalism, contribute to the accumulation of capital and give
approval to the authoritarian and adémocratic laws and praces of the power, is
the family. Therefore, the family is religious and conservative as the government wants

and authority, discipline, and obedience start from the family.

In this context, the free market society of neoliberalism aims at minimizingetigét

of the state in the economic sphere and ensuring that the atmosphere of freedom is in
the economic sphere. On the other hand, the disciplined and religious society of
conservatism is intended to make the authority of the state which is attractethér

economic sphere to be felt more intensely in the social sphere.
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In summary, when the New Right is viewed in terms of its contradictory concepts, it
appears that this synthesis has emerged not as tension, but as the result of a division of
labor. Futhermore, these contradiction areas combine thenfisai&et economy of
liberalism and the authoritarian state understanding of conservatism and ensure that
these areas where the state is withdrawn can be filled by moral and religious values

and symbols.

In the following parts of this study, the coalition of neoliberalism and neoconservatism
will be mentioned as neoliberdslamist conservative ideology and starting from
Chapter 4, the role of neolibeltalamistconservative policies in shaping the cities a

society of Turkey will be discussed.
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CHAPTER 3

THEORETICAL DISCUSSION ON CRITICAL URBAN THEORY

This chapter will focus orunderstandingt h e production of space.
conceptualization fospace will be examined and used to understand the relation
between the term social and spatial. The dialectical relationship between social
processes and spatial practices defined by Lefebvre may enable to understand the
social, economic and political impance of space. As a result of the discussions, this
chapter will become the theoretical background to comprehend the key role of space

for the social structure and the modes of production.

3.1. The Emerge of Critical Urban Theory and Henri Lefebvre

At the beginning of the 1970s, the critical social theory had a paradigmatic shift and
in the same period, it has witnessed the emergence of important theoretical studies and
debates dealing with space and addressing the space. New questions with a critical
approach started to appear in the contemporary urban theory field in the context of

urban development and the stages of urban development.

It mostly happened thanks to the theorists from Marxist tradition such as David
Harvey, Manuel Castells, and espdgiddenri Lefebvre. It was no coincidence that
these studies were revealed by Marxist theorists. Because the order in which capitalist
production and capitalist social relations dominated was in great depression at that
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time and in search of the way outtbis crisis. Therefore, the situation has created the
need to reassess the space problem and the relations between capitalist development
and space. The common concern of these writers was to understand the function of the
space and the city which had ségic importance in terms of commodification under

capitalism.

According to these theorists, cities were the most important places including the
production, circulationand consumption of the commodities at the same time.
Moreover, cities were not only éhplaces that commodification processes occurred,
they were also commodified and included in this commodification process. Capitalism
was using the urban space to make profit and cities were transforming constantly.
Therefore, it was a need to understahd sociepolitical patterns, socigpatial
organizations and administrative systems of the cities in parallel with the meaning of

the cities for capitalism.

Henri Lefebvre handled the urban space as the subject of capitalist development. The
Urban Revoluton, The Production of Space, and The Right to the City are the most
important texts of Lefebvre on the urban issue. He is one of the sources that influence
the next theorists who attempt to conceptualize the city as a spatial unit and space as a

social praluct.

Lefebvre made a spatial contribution to
Product i o{@99b 2014phe yeard974 and manifested a comprehensive
and multilateral space theof@hulyan 2017, 2)The book has been highly influential

in interdisciplinary social analyses of spadée importance of the theories and
concepts of Lefebvre within the scope of this study is the link, the relation and the
connection between space, production and society concepts and this link works
dialectically.

As Misoczky and Misoczky de Oliveria poi
relevant contributions to understand the contemporary phenomenon of neoliberal

urbanism and, at the same time, his politics of the possible can contidbexglain
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the restless urban struggl es (28048 1085pat i al

Therefore, it would be helpful to say thhe role of space and the way it is produced

are extremely determinant to understand the social structure. Both in this part and in
the forthcoming parts of this study, Lefebvre will be the theorist to ground on. In order
to understand the production ofasie and the political and strategical importance of
space, Lefebvreds conceptualizations wi
analysis is quite comprehensive, the chapter will be limited with the concepts and
discussions that may enable to urstimnd the production of space and urbanity in

relation to the mode of production and social relations.

3.1.1. (Social) Space and the (Social) Production of Space

According to Lefebvre, space is not just a natural, material void waiting to be filled
with contents, it is something socially produced. For him, it is both a product and a
process of social activitg1991, D14). It is obvious that space and the production of
space theories of Lefebvre created an essential ground for both theoretical and solid

discussions.

As Lefebvre argues, space contains the relations of production and the social relations
of reprodution. He defines the connection between space and social structure with

this statement:

(Social) space is a (social) product. ...the space thus produced also serves as a tool of
thought and of action; that in addition to being a means of productionsbia ameans
of control, and hence of domination, of poW&891, 26)

It is necessary to note that space is not only constituted by social processes, but it is
also constitutive of social processes. Lefelneéines space as a social product and

accordingly, every single mode of production produces its own space:

If space is produced, if there is a productive process, then we are dealing with history;
here we have the fourth implication of our hypothesis. The history of space, of its

production qua Orealityéo, and of sedt s f or ms
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ei ther wi t h t he causal chain of 6hi stor |

teleological or not, of customs and laws, ideals and ideology, andeommmic
structures or institutions. But we may be sure that the forces of production (nature;
labor and the organization of labor; technology and knowledge) and naturally, the
relations of production play a partthough we have not yet definediitin the
production of spacél991, 46)

Thus, and so, new spascformed in the process of the production of space create new
social relations. Lefebvre claims that urban space is essential in terms of the
reproduction of society and different social systems creates different spaces.
Capitalism, in context of produot of space, builds its very own representations via
built environment and the spatial practices occurs as a result of the interaction between

these representations and social relatiors¢, | | ¢ pénar 2012, 13)

By defining hie urban space as the subject of capitalist urbanization, Lefebvre claims
that space always preserves its political and strategical subg@oitdiener 2001,

254) As Lefebvre states insistently, capitalism makes itstexce sustainable under

the changing conditions by occupying space and producing &&&@, 21) Thereby,

he emphasizes the importance of the analysis of how space is produced in capitalist
societies and whickind of contradictions appears during these production processes.
Also, he defines that contradictions between the capitalist production relations and
production powers he reached to a different condition on spéoefebvre 2014, 75)
Accordingly, capital brings in a different functionality to space and turns it into a
commodity, in other words, commodifies it. Lefebvre notes this process by these

words:

But what has happened is that capitalism has found abédf to attenuate (if not
resolve) its internal contradictions for a century, and consequently, in the hundred
years since the writing Capital, it has
calculate at what price, but we do know the means: by ocoggypiace, by producing

a spac€1976, 21)

As a result of bringing a different functionality to space, spaces of capital come to exist
and capitalist mode of production resultshacommodification of space. Dung this
repetitious organism, space that became commodity is essential for capital in terms of
its economic value. According to Lefebvre, discovering the urban space and

commodifying/using the urban space are the reasons that capitalism sustained its
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exisence also in the 30century( k e n g ¢ | . Thi8 deiv of Lefebyre shows that
space becomes purpose of capitalism and it transforms it from the place that capitalist

production is made to the thing that capitalist productionidese ng ¢l . 2001, 15)

3.1.1.1. Us Value and Exchange Value

At this point, examining the aspects of space as a commodity would be useful to
understand its importance in capitalist production. Lefebvre uses the theories of Hegel

and Marx ashebaseg(1991, 411)and he also defines the space as a commodity with a

duality of the abstract and concrete aspects of labor. For Marx, the commodity is the

unit that embodies the basic qualities of capitalist society. Marx defines the
commodities as a produef labor that contains two opposing qualities simultaneously

asi us e amdii @ ®h a n g Ehe corctete kakor. produces the uakie of a

commodity, and the abstract labor determines its exchange value. The principle of
development of capitalism is the contradiction between use value and exchange value.
According to Lefebvre fneveryday Igithhe cannot
contradiction between use and (B91¢3bG nge (use

Use value is the usefulness of commodity in terms of the needs of the user and it is

basically defined by the physical peapies of the commodity. On the other hand,

exchange value is the reduction of all physical and utilization qualities to a quantity,
generally of money. According to Lefebvre, t
that occurs every day in the field§ production and social relations. As a result, the
abstraction of | abor forms fiabstract spaceo,
space production in capitalism for LefebyWE991, 307) Abstract space wilbe

handled in detail in the following parts of this chapter.

The key idea of Lefebvre in The Production of Space is that space is not a thing, it is
a product to be used or to be consumed, and it is also a means of pro¢i82ibn
85. Space is part of a dialectic production,
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and cause, pr o d10elt 142 Sodial gpace damtaires rthee social
relations of productiorand reproduction, and people do not only produce social

relations and use values, but also produce social $pachs 2018, 13435).

3.1.1.2. Triadic Analysis of Space

Lefebvre claims that production and reproductoehidden in the social space. To
understand the meaning, the design and the experience of the social space in capitalist
societies, he introduces three concegtatial practices, representations of spzaed
representational spacg4991, 3839). Space is produced in a dynamic relationship
between all these three concepts and there is a dialectical relationship between the

elements involved in the productiohspace.

Spatial practice (perceivedspades si mply deci phering a soc
spatial practices of a society map out its space and it embodies the unity between daily
reality and urban realitylLefebvre 191, 38) These practices address the physical

flows and interactions that take place in the space for production and reproduction.
Capitalism constructs its representations in space through a built environment and
spatial practices are the result ofdaraction between these representations and social
relations. As Ghulyan explains Aspati al [

spati al practices pro@odld,e2)di rect experi el

Representations of space (conceived space) def i ned by Lefebvr
scientists, planners, urbanists, technocraticdiuidlersand s oc i al engi ne
domi nant space of any s ¢1891,8839). H¢é dcepensmode o
this definition by stating that representations of space can be defined as conceived
space and fiany representation is ideol og
Omedi atel yd to the r eppoductioru ldeology is therdforet he r
i nsepar abl e (adcited imZigleniac2®18, 6)eRepresentations of space is

designed spaceb6s itself and it is captiyv
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the type of space that is dominant in a certgi@ of production, more precisely, in a

certain type of society.

Spaces of representations (lived spaa®)the active center of daily life, it contains

actions and implies time. Lefebvre argues th
itsassociabns and i mages and symbol s, and hence
0 U s e(1991639) Spaces of representations are not similar to spatial practices and
representations of space in terms of productivity. They are not observed in daily life

frequently, they break down the dominant prejudices and they show that a different

world is possibl§Ghulyan 2017, 24)However, spaces of represantations combines

the previous two concepts, and it is experienced passively. It is based on the childhood

and it is subjective.

Wil son concl udes L esffolows spatial practicesiara the sociaa nal ysi s
practices through which space is materially produced, representations of space are the

ways in which space is abstractly conceived, and representational spaces are the
phenomenological spaces of lived experiefiafebvre 1991, cited in Wilson 2013,

367).

Lefebvreds triadic analysis (spatial practic
representations) and the dialectical relation among these concepts not only provides a

theoretical structure for the analysisurban capitalismbut also sharply defines the

space as a thing produced. And social space is constituted by the dialectical

relationship of these three levels. He tries to combine physical, mental and social

aspects of space and he notes that thd tric  a n atheyhistorys of Space &% it

proceeds from n@dfebwreel99l,d10abstracti ono
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3.1.1.3. Spatial Periodization

Based orthetriadic analysis, it will be helpful to mention the spatial periodization of
Lefebvre for comprehending how different modes of production effects space and
spatial organization. This periodization corresponds to periodization of mode of
production in Mansgt Theory(Ghulyan 2017, 4)Boer with the help of Shield suggests

a schemethat combines the modes of production in Marxist Theory and the
periodization of Lefebvréas cited in Ghulyan 2017,.5)

As Lefebvre presents cldégrand Boer also agrees that if the production of space
inescapably tied to modes of production, then it is expected to see different types of
space for different modes of producti(Boer 2015, 123)In the context of Table 1

below, Boer explains that the relationship of each mode of production is far from a
linear progression, instead their relationship is dialec{®@15, 124) There are no

strict bordes between these modes of production and social relations, in fact there is

i nterpenetration and this situation <can

analysis.

Table 1: Marxist periodization of history iterms of spacéoer 2015, 123)

Mode of Production Space

Hunting and gathering, agriculture and husbandry (tribal

society, primitive communism or the horde) absolute space (nature)

Neolithic agriculture (thgensor hierarchical kinship

e absolute space
societies)

- - I )
Asiatic mode of production (*oriental despotism* and divi sacred space

kings)
Ancient or classical mode of production (falis or historical space (political states,
oligarchic slaveholding society) Greek citystates, Roman Empire)
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Table 1 (continued)

Feudalism sacred space

abstract space (politieeconomic

Early capitalism (classical and monopoly forms) space)

contradictory space (global capital

Late capitalism ) .
versus localized meaning)

differential space (future space
Communism revaluing difference and lived
experience)

By taking into consideration the table above and benefiting from Lefebvre, it will be
helpful to handle the space periodization in detail. However, this study pays tega

the relatioshipbetweerthemode of production anithe dominant ideology of the last

20 years in terms of forming the space and the society. Therefore, the focus will be on
abstract space and contradictory space because the main scope is to #xamine
outputs and yields of capitalist mad# production both on space and social structure.
However, before examining the periodization of spaces, especially abstract space and
contradictory space concepts of Lefebvre, it would be useful and integaforent a

framework starting from absolute space.

The origin of absolute space is agraa st or al space, Nfa set of p
exploited by peasants, or by nomadicorsenti ma di ¢ p @defabwer1891,i st s 0

234). The main feature of the absolute space is that human life is in a close relationship

with nature and natural space. It is the space of ancient civilizations, which emerges

from the Afragments of naturedo such as cave:
Afabsolute space is thus also and above al/l
absolute power(199y235) tAlhesol uveng@Pace dis |ive

conceived, and it is a representational spacet her than a representat
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(Lefebvre 1974/1991, cited in Wilson 2013, 367). When this space is conceived, its

prestige decreases and disappears.

The distance between absolute space and abstract space is filled by the long evolution
of Ahailstopdaoceo. D u r witim the help of privagevpmpertyt ando n
exchange relations, the appropriation of nature is replaced by the domination on nature
(Wilson 2013, 367)The concept of absolute space also cpoeds to sacred space,
because it has a very wide scope. As in this case, there is not a certain limitation of the
transition from one place concept to another in the space descriptions of Lefebvre. In
his book The Production of Space, Lefebvre did nobtkea separate chapter to sacred
space and historical space. However, sacred space and historical place have an

important place in his periodization.

The emergence of the sacred space corresponds to the establishment of the religion.
The absolute space ting into sacred space becomes religious and political, it
contains religious institutioné efebvre 2014, 248)n the social space, the distinction

was made between the city in the center and village on its peripkei reason of
that , it h e -existing space appears fo come wnder the thrall of a divine

o r d efebvre 1991, 235)

From the ememgnce of city-states to the early medieval period, production and
reproduction of absolute (and sacred space) occurs. In the early medieval period, a new
space was established in Rome which displaced the absolute space. The emerge of

hi storical space is concluded by Lefebvr

It may thus be seen that dugithe supposed emptiness of the late imperial or early
medieval period a new space was established which supplanted the absolute space,
and secularized the religious and political space, of Rome. These changes were
necessary though not sufficient condigofor the subsequent development of a
historical space, a space of accumulation. The ‘villa', now either a lordly domain or a
village, had durably defined a place as an establishment bound to tfi©9ail 253)

What led to the emergence of historical space was the change in the quality of private
property and the distinction between public and private. According to Lefebvre, the

destruction of the sacred or absolute place was carried out by the barbarians who
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invaded Rom&2014, 243) This invasion allowed the production of a new space in

several ways.

Also, the emergence of historical space from absolute space is characterized by the
growing material and representatibrédostraction of social practio@Vilson 2013,

368). The shift from historical space to abstract spaceurredas a result of the
commoaodification of land and labor and the development of industrial capitalism
(Wilson 2013, 368)After a general statement for absolute, sacred and historical space
concepts of Lefebvre, abstract space will be handled in detail.

Abstract space is the key concept of Lefebvre in the book The Productionoaf. Spa

For Lefebvre, abstract space is the space of capitalism and it aims to be homogenized

and fragmented. The fragmentation and homogenization of abstract space are the
resusof the commodification of space. It is

d

war 0O by Lefebvre, therefore it is political,;

state, it is institutional1991, 285) Abstract space, as a product of violence and war,
is used as an instrument to crushd destruct differenced.efebvre 1991, 285)
Despite of this instrumental notion, abstract space is not homogeneous, it aims the

homogeneity and it enforces homogeneuesebvre 191, 287)

Abstract space, which is the tool of domination, asphyxiates whatever is conceived
within it and then strives to emerfjeefebvre 1991, 370)

Homogeneity of abstract space can be observed gsatbellizatiod of space into
homogeneous blocs. As a result of this parcellization, productive activity is separated
from the reproduction of social relations. Work, residence, and leisure spaces are
designed as separated spaces and space is commosiBecesult of this. Space is
removed from the specific sides and reduced to homogeneous parts. Commodification
gives an economic role to space and turns it into a property, brings exchange value of

space over the use value of spégewart 1995, 614 Abstract space is the space that

2 Parcelization can shortly be defined as fragmentation of private propEdiesdetailed information,
Stewart(1995,614gi ves a reference to the book fALa Pensee
Lefebvre.
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capitalists invest and retura profit, on the other hand, absolute space is used in
everyday life. Capitalism prioritizethe exchange value providing profit against the
use value of everyday life experienteconclusion, value of space is defined by the
amount of income it brings. Use value and social values of space fade into

insignificance against the exchange valuspzce.
In his diagnosis of abstract space, Lefebvre states:

Formal boundaries are gone between town and country, between centre and periphery,
between suburbs and city centres, between the domain of automobiles and the domain

of people. Between happinessdaunhappiness, for that matter. And yet everything
(6public facilitiesé, bl ocks of flats, ©6&e
i solated fashion to wunconnected O6ésitesbo
specialized just as operationg a@m the social and technical division of lab¢1991,

97-98).

According to Lefebvre, space is not a neutral mass but covers the areas of production
and reproduction. The dominant social structure and modeooigtion form the
spatial structure. Abstract space and abstract labor are thes reksualt series of
economic, social and political developments. Abstract space has three elements
implying one another and concealing one anottier:geometric, the visuandthe

phallic formant(Lefebvre 1991, 28287).

The geometric formantepresents the neutrality and homogeneity of space with
Euclidean geometry and this geometry enables a reproducible diuervisual
formantis the most invidious of these three formants. The domination of the visual
provides an illusion of transparency, the illusion that things are exactly as they look
(Stewart 1995, 614)This also leads the surveitice and male dominance. People are
no longer able to senghkings;they are only able to sense the signs of things. As
Lefebvre notes 0i,andsithations are oeeveebeingtreplacaddy , a ¢
repr es e {995n 81l)d e phallic formants also a reminder of men power.
The verticality symbolizes the dominance of masculine forces. It consolidates the
power of the corporation and the stg&¢éewart 1995, 614According to Lefebvre, the
dominance of the commaodification of space represented in the art world by Picasso
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(1991,302) He makes a statement for his three f ol

follows:

Picaso's cruelty toward the body, particularly the female body, which he tortures in a
thousand ways and caricatures without mercy, is dictated by the dominant form of
space, by the eye and by the phallusshort, by violenc€1991, 302)

However, abstract space is environed with contradictions despite its tendency towards
homogeneity. Wilson states that Lefebvre refersone handhe existence of abstract
space as a commodified space in which every element has an exchange value and is
individually parcellized, and on the other hand the status of abstract space as a political
space in which the state aims to create a homogeneaietysand control the
differenceq2013, 368369). Lefebvre believes that the most basic quality of the space
produced by capital is contradiction and differential space will be born from these

inner contradittons of abstract space.

At this point, it would be useful to mention those contradictions of abstract space

which wi |l |l ead to differential Sspace. Lefeb
on the margins of (1O9e73mameongtesthe corddictioesa | mo

of abstract space, which lead the born of differential space from abstract space, as

follows: the contradiction betweequantity and qualityglobal and fragmentedand

use value and ekange valug¢1991, 352400) Differential space foregrounds quality

over quantity and use value over exchange value (Lefebvre 1990, cited in Fuchs 2018,

148).

Space is the projection of every social element from the social production relations to
the dominant ideology. The space produced by power and the current mode of
production is the only thing that determines every aspect of life. For the spaces of
capitalsm, this situation shows itself as commodification and abstraction through

homogenization. Space is content of information about the current mode of production.
However, the question is how space serves the current mode of production and how

the dominant acial structure uses it. This is socially determinant. Because space is a
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social production, the transformation of space has interrelation with the transformation

of society, power, production relatiqrasd whole ife.

46



CHAPTER 4

ISLAMIST CONSERVATISM RISING ON NEOLIBERAL POLICIES IN
TURKEY

In this chapter, urbanization in Turkey will be discussed in terms of neollbkenalist
conservative urban policies. With the help of the dialectical relationship between
space, dominant ideology and mode of production, the effects of neoliberalism and
Islamistconservatism and the changes and transformations on urban spaces and social

strucure of Turkey will be examined.

4.1. Legal and Spatial Aspects of Islarst Conservatism

In Chapter 2, information about the spatial organizatiolslamistconservatism was
mentioned and the mosque came to the forefront as the most important spagaltel
Related to Chapter 2, this chapter looks at the legal and spatial aspects it Islami
conservatism in Turkey, and the spatial organization of conservatism through places
of worship in Turkey will be discussed. In the first part of this chapterzaheng
legislation starting from the Ottoman Empire period, including the proclamation of the
secular and democratic Republic, to present will be handled and, the evolution of the

regulations in the zoning legislation related to mosques will be examined.

In the secondpart of the chapter, spatial aspectdstdmistconservatism after 1980

will be handled together with the urbanization dynamics of the country. The neoliberal

47



andlslamistconservative dimensions of pas280 urbanization will be examineddan
the place of mosques in the p@8I00 period as a symbol slamistconservatism will

be discussed.

4.1.1. Regulations Regarding the Mosques in the Zoning Legislation since the
Ottoman Empire

With the declaration of the Republic in 1923, thenagement of the Ottoman Dynasty
has ended in Turkey. While the capital of the country was Istanbul during the Ottoman
Empire’, Ankara was declared as the capital after the proclamation of the Republic.
Since Istanbul was the capital during the Empirevas known that the legislation
related to zoning was mostly directed towards the zoning of the capital Istanbul. Until
the Tanzimat Reform Era, there are no regular and compiled laws and other legal
regulations. However, before the Tanzimat, there weodrstitutions that controlled
urban development: The Sultan and the religious institutions (Uluengin and Turan
2005, Ergin 1995, cited in Ersoy 20176pb

When | stanbul was conquered by the Ott ome
of the city appe@d to be a largely abandoned settlement consisting of Hagia Sophia,

a few important churches and administrative structures, an imperial palace, and the
main axes and f (Ersay@&7, y)lo order ta gye the ltiy endew

identity and appearance, new buildings were built to serve social, administrative and
religious purposes, and steps were taken to transform the existing Byzantine city into

an imperial capital to represent the Ottoman Empire. In thigggriErsoy mentions

the efforts of il sl amizationod and ATur ki

3 The Ottoman Empire was a Turkitglamic state with a theocratic and monarchic state structure based
on religion. The administration was based on the absoluteraytbbthe Sultan who was supposed to

have sovereignty from God. The Sultan's duty was to apply the Shari‘a (the law of God) and to ensure
the validity of the Islamic principles. The Ottoman State had a dual legal system, Sharia and customary
law. The lawof Sharia was the Islamic law, which was found to be the field of application because the
religion of the state was Islam. Therefore, the Islamic religion had a great importance in the legal and
spatial structure of the Empire.
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and underlines that these Islamization and Turkification studies are not completely

separated from the Byzantine péstsoy 2017, Q)The important religious structures

of the Byzantine city, such as Hagia Sophia, were either preserved or similar structures
were built in the same places. In this urban spatial structure, the major religious

structures were the magtements, and, in each period, new magnificent religious and

public structures were built depending on the power of the Empire.

A significant part of the zoning movements in the Ottoman period took place from the
Tanzimat Period to the proclamation of tRepublic. The regulations and laws
announced during this period are as follq#&esoy 2017, 40)

- Certificate (Kl m¢ghaber) dated 1839
- Regulation on Buildings (Ebniye Nizamnamesi) dated 1848
- Declaration (Beyanname) dat&848
- Regulation on Buildings (Ebniye Nizamnamesi) dated 1849
- Regulation on Streets (Sokaklara Dair Nizamname) dated 1858
- Regulation on Piers (Réhtémlar Nizamnames
- Regulation on Streets and Buildings (Turuk ve Ebniye Nizamnamesi) dated
1863
- Regulation on the Duties of the Road Improvement Commission (Is&hat
Turuk Komi syonu Vazafinin M¢gbeyyin Tali ma
- Regulation on the Construction of the Buildings to be Built in Istanbul and
Bilad-é Sel ase ( Ks tSaenlbaud e d BEbhiYesulp &Sluret ¢ a k
Knkayesine Dair Nizamname) dated 1875
- Buildings Law (Ebniye Kanunu) dated 1882
- Buildings Law (Ebniye Kanunu) dated 1891

When the regulations regarding the mosques in the legislation above are examined, a

number of regulations are firstind in the Certificate dated 1839. In the mentioned

document, therarethe statemesto f fiéi f necessary, a square Wwi
appropriate places and a plan will be prepared in such a way that these squares will be

formed around the existngmogues and similar buildings as
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iif there are mo s qgnuhesoads tothe carseated, mbsquesasnd i d s
masjids wil/l b éErsoy 017, 4URF Astcdn dey undenstedcom . ©
here, it is stated that squares will be formed as public spaces and these public spaces

will be designed around mosques.

Secondly, when the Regulation on Buildings (Ebniye Nizamnamesi) dated 1848 is
examined, it is seen that Article 6 states that during the construction of a new mosque,
the streets will be constructed with a width in accordance with the Regulation, Article

7 states that after the fire disaster, the openings and courtyards in front of the mosques
will be arranged according to the Regulation, and Article 28 will not permit building
construction in the courtyards of the mosq(iEesoy 2017, 45,47)These regulations

show that there is an aim to create large public open spaces in the urban area of
Istanbul. In parallel, Articles 6 and 7 of the Regulation on Buildings dated 1849 contain
the same contents as the Regulatidedid848Ersoy 2017, 57)

Article 10 of the Regulation on Streets and Buildings (Turuk ve Ebniye Nizamnamesi)
dated 1863 combines the Articles 6 and 7 of the Regulation on Buildings dated 1848
and 1849. Article 10 giulates that if new mosques, tombs, schawid similar public
buildings are constructed, the streets in which they will be located will be constructed
according to the defined widths, and mosques, madrasas and other religious buildings
in the places thatad a fire disaster, open spaces will be left in front of them with
accordance to the Regulatiffarsoy 2017, 75)

After the Regulation dated 1863, firstly, Article 5 and Article 58 of the Buildings Law
(Ebniye Kanumu) dated 1882 contained a clause on mosques. According to Article 5,
it is forbidden to construct buildings in the courtyards of the places of worship and in
the places abandoned for other public interest, and it is also forbidden to privatize these
places by any means. According to Article 58, no tax shall be levied on the repair of

all religious facilities, schools, barracks and hospitals, and that in any case a license

4 Masjid is a place of wohép for Muslims as well as a mosque. It can be defined as small mosque.
There is no minaret and pulpit in masjids unlike the mosque. They are small places used to pray and it
can also be found in places that are not public.
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shall be issued without chargErsoy 2017, 96)The Buildings Law of 1882 is a

comprehensive zoning law consisting of 12 sections and a total of 99 articles including

one temporary. There is another important issue regarding this law. With Articles 16,

20 and 21 of the Buildings Law of 1882s staed that the size of the area to be left

for the public uses without compensatmannot exceed one quarter of the size of the

property and that the left land will be used only for the construction of public uses such
asroads,schogland police stations. fABeginning with
until 1985 included that in the places where the cities will be developed, the land that

the property owners will leave to the public is allocated for common use such as roads,
squaresparking lots, schools, police statiorad green spaces. However, with the

Zoning Law numbered 3194, which came into force in 1985, mosque was added in the

use of common servi (Eesoy@0le a08 for the first ti

The Buildings Law of 1891 is almost the same as the Buildings Law of 1882. Article

5 and Article 58 of the Law dated 1882 and the Law dated 1891 have the same content
(Ersoy 2017, 10309) Law dated 1891was in force for 10 months and was
subsequently repealed. The Buildings Law dated 1882 came into force again, some
articles were amended and remained in force until the first 10 years of the Republic
(Ersoy 2017, 117)After the proclamation of the Republic on 29.10.1923, the Ottoman
Empire, a TurkisHslamic state based on religion, was replaced by a secular and
democratic Republic. Consequently, there have been major changes in the legal and

spatial structure aftehis date.

Law numbered 642 was adopted in 1925, proposing amendments to some articles of
the Buildings Law of 1882 (Tekeli 2010, cited in Ersoy 2017, 118). According to
Article 12 of this law, it is said whether the buildings allocated to public andabffic
services such as religious buildings and schools are required to be built in the areas
considered as fields and if necessary, their spaces and areas shall be determined by the
Cemiyeti U m %ainMunjiceality (Ersoy 2A7, 121)

The 1930s was a period in which the superstructure institutions taken over from the

Ottoman Empire were festablished in accordance with the ideology of the new
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Republic. Aln this period, it itdutiosaten t h
reforms were implemented with a brand new understanding in the field of zoning,

planninga nd mu n i &isqy 2017, B24)0

The Municipal Building and Roads Law numbered 2290, which came into force in

1933, has such a background as the first zoning law of the Republic. The most
important feature of this law is that it was the first Republican law. With this law,
different uses in the city are mentioned and their size according to the future population

of the city is given. Accordingly, 50 #rfor housing, garden and road, # for

commercial and industrial areas, 4for green areas and playgrounds,Zen public

institutions and military areas, 3*rfor hospitals, cemeteries, hotels, baths and etc., 2

m? for school areas and libraries will be reserved per person and depending on the
characteristics of the place, these sizes could be increased (&8¢ 2017, 138)

When this distribution is examined, it is seen that the use of religious facilities is not

i ncluded. AThis distribution contains cl
new Republico because while theudeiofbrari e
space, there is no provision for ttlevelopmenplans for places of worship and this

field is left entirely to civil societyErsoy 2017, 152)

With the amendments made in 1934 and 1944, the Law numberecha@2%@en in

force for 24 years. In 1957, the Zoning Law numbered 6785 entered into force. Article
42 of the law states that the land to be left to the public free of charge for joint use as

a result of the zlandreadjgstmant shealtRgSe me ratn di & htah e
share may not exceed 25% of the land area before the regatsoy 2017, 203)n

the same article, it is stated that the portion allocatedr&s will be used for public
services such asads, squares, parks, parking lots, playgrounds and green areas. The
road and greens area phrases in the Law numbered 2290 has been replaced with more
different uses in the Law numbered 6785, and the police station phrase in the Buildings
Law dated 1882 hdseen removed. Moreover, th&S rate of 15% determined by the

Law numbered 2290 was increased to 25% in this law. With the regulation that was
added to the Law numbered 6785 in 1973, definitions sutiR&sharel RS rate,
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amount allocated to public séres and calculation of this amount have been
stipulated. Following the Law numbered 6785, the Zoning Law numbered 3194, which
was still in force, came into force in 1985. From this point onwards, assessments
regarding the legislation after 2000 will betieted starting from the Law numbered
3194.

Article 18 of Law numbered 3194 stipulates for the first time tfiR$ areas can also

be used as mosques and the proportion of land allocateR&sannot exceed 35%.

In 2003, within the framework of the EurgpeUnion Harmonization Laws, the term

Amosqueo was changed as fAplace of worshipo v
and the Zoning Law numbered 3194 updated accordingly. Despite this positive change

to freedom of belief, this change was ineffective aga$ not implemented without

di scrimination. By adding dAplace of worshipbo
possible to construct religious buildings belonging to different religions and different

sects of religions such as djemevi, church, synagagciein the areas that were left

free to the public use. However, this law has been applied to the privilege of a single

sect belonging to a single religion, as previously, contrary to international and national

law®. Between 2003 and 2014, only a few churches and synagogues were built, and

djemevis were never given the status of a place of wo(shipé | d ér é-ay). 20 1 4, 13
Therefore, this change in the law does not provide any ehemthe perception of

mosque and masjdriented places of worship. In fact, with the subsequent

regulations, it has been seen that the urban space has been progressing towards

increasing the density of mosques and masijids.

As of 2014, the places of woilighwere connected to the regulations issued by the
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization (MEU). These regulations are the
Regulation on the Construction of Spatial Plans (RCSP) published in the Official
Gazette dated 14.06.2014 and numbered 29d89zuat Bilgi Sistemi 2014and the
Zoning Regulation on Planned Areas (ZRPA) published in the Official Gazette dated

5 For more information about the right to build a worship place and the practice in Turkey see also
(Yél dérém 2014)
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03.07.2017 and numbered 301(Mevzuat Bilgi Sistemi 2017)The related parts of

thes two regulations regarding mosques and places of worship are as follows:

ZRPA Article 44 (77) Pl ace of Worship:
to worship and benefit from religious services and the complex of these facilities

belong to theeligious facility provided that it is compatible with the architecture of

the religious facility and including equipment such as housing, library, soup kitchen,
recreation hall, condolence place, dormitory and course strugtares i | hane, KkKad:§é
and tolet, open or closed parking ardidevzuat Bilgi Sistemi 2017)

RCSP Article 12 In thedevelopmenplans, as a religious facility, the small mosque

can be planned in the service impact area that should be reached on foot considering
the distance of approximately 250 meters and the middle (nheighborhood) mosque
approximately 400 meters. Masjids can bithvithin a service area of approximately

150 meters according to the settled or mobile populgfidevzuat Bilgi Sistemi

2014)

According to Article 12 of the RCSP, an arrangement is made according to a particular
belief groyp in society. However, worship places where people gather to worship
consist of places of different religions and beliefs. In the statements here, it is seen that
places of worship are defined in terms of mosques and masijids. It is understood from
this staement that not all belief groups in the society are treated equally and this

situation contradicts the principle of equality stated in the Constitution.

In addition, Article 19 of the ZRPA stipulates that almost all of the public uses in the
urban spacel®uld have a masjid. According to the same Article, the public and
official buildings such as shopping malls, office buildings, offices, administrative
buildings, factories and similar industrial facilities, wedding halls, restaurants, casinos,
cinemas, thaters, museums, libraries and congress centers, dormitory buildings,
sports and cultural structures and facilities, educational buildings, hospitals and similar
health facilities, transportation structures and facilities such as airports, ports,
terminals railway stations, subway stations, fuel stations, hotels and similar tourism
facilities, housing parcels having more than seventy five independent sections,
national park, nature park, regional park, recreation area, picnic area, outdoor sports
areas shald be designed with a sufficient amount of space for a masjid. Similarly, in
Article 26, in order to meet the needs in public places, in Article 35, in order to meet

the minimum needs of the users in fuel stations, in Article 47, not less thafiB0 m
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passages and shopping malls, the provision of a masjid area is stipulated. As a result
of this regulation, it is arranged to include a masjid in each urban equipment proposed

by developmenplans.

In this section, the status of mosques and worship placem e zoning legislation

from the Ottoman Empire to the present is examined. It can be seen that the final
arrangement, the RCSP, involves the harsh interventions of political Islam through
spaces that represent its ideology. The provisions of thisategulon religious
facilities are discriminatory and exclusive. This situation contradicts international
treaties such as the European Convention on Human Rights abaited Nations
Convention on Civil and Political Rights and national legislation angeusal
principles concerning equality and freedom of belief. The language and the criteria
used in the provisions of the RCSP, regarding especially the religious facilities,
contradict the condition of the state and regulatory institutions to respectzamizin

equal distance to all the diverse values of the society defined in the Constitution.

4.12. Spatial Organization of Neoliberallslamist Conservative Policies in

Turkey

At the beginning of this sectignt will be useful to talk about the history tHlamist
conservatism in Turkey.he development dslamistconservatism in Turkey is based
on the projectt al | ed @ Qlesigeed byBhe IUs for the Middle Eastern
countries in the 1830s During the ColdWar, USA policy emerged as supporting a
moderate, controllable Islam the Middle Eastind using it against the USSR and

communism.

The project basically aims to Islamization of these counffies internabffairsof the
Middle Easérncountries includng Turkey,were intervened within the scope of this
projectandright-wing governments wergupportedexternally to put Islamist policies

into practiceThis periodindicates a period in which political Islam gets stronger and
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Sunni Islamstthemes put forwartiothin Turkey andn other countries. Islamic piety
which gained momentum after 1980 both in Turkey and in other countries dates back
to and rooted iMmGreen Belb project. With the Moderate Islam model, the secular
system establishedfter the proclamation of the RepublicTurkeybegan to go back.

When it comes to urbanization, starting from the causes would be wsdfahization

is caused by economic, political, technological and sociological reasons. It is not
possible to distingish these factors that interact with each otfibe ubanization of

Turkey also took place under the impact of these factors. Keles examines the causes
specific to Turkeyds wurbanization under
attractive force$1996, 4752).

The impulsive forces of urbanization in Turkey are mostly related to the economic
conditions in agricultural production. Since the 1950s, agricultural mechanization and
capitalization, fragmentatioof agricultural lands, low productivity in agriculture, and

a decrease in agricultural income have caused the peasant to break away from
agriculture and push ogtK e | e k -4BPThétranskitfing forces of urbanticn

in Turkey refers to the development of the means of transportation. As a reflection of
globalization, Turkey has also experienced improvements in transportation and
communication sectorg Ke |l e k -b®. drgreasingt Mobilization increased
urbanization. And the basic attractive force of urbanization in Turkey is
industrialization. As the cities of Turkey industrialized, an increase in the population
towards the cities was observigde | e k 15896, 51

Urbanization in Turkey was quite slow before 1950, it has gained speed after 1950.
Slum phenomenon, one of the main characteristics of urbanization in Turkey, has
emerged with the impacts of Marshall Aid and agricultural mechanization, which led
the laborsection left the rural area, built its own living space in the city and invented
various solutions to hold on to life in the city¢ a v u Kk 0 | | .Wnti2tBell®30s, 8 2 )
housing and business cooperativesewther importahforms of space production.

After the 1980s, new and powerful actors appeared in space production. The

construction and transformation of urban spacehacelerated and radicalized.
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In the 195601980 period, urban population growth was generally obsémiadustrial

cities. After 1980, besides industrialization, tourism and terror incidents in the east of
the country were effective in the increase of urban population. In tye&0period
between 1960 and 1990, the urban population increased fourdahd&t.9 million to

31.4 million, and the urbanization level, which was 25.2% in 1960, was 55.4% in 1990
(Kel ek 1996, 42)

In the period after 1980, when the basic urbanization policy was rapid urbanization
and integrationwith the world, i.e. globalization, cities of Turkey has been discovered
by the capital. Besides the modernitgdition dilemmas of the society, sects,
communities, belief systems that have been hidden for years have diversified and
sprouted ¢avukojl u 2016, 195)

The ideological transformation experienced in Turkey with political Islam and
conservatism, which has increased power siheel980s, is associated with the
transformation of the economic functioning quite wdlhe change from a statist
economy to the neoliberal economic model brought abouslamist conservative
transformation. In this context, to examine the relationships that neoliberalism and
conservatism made with space to establish an ideology and aterttirat ideology is

important to understand the transformations of cities of Turkey.

Even if the roots ofslamistconservatism in Turkey dates back before the 1980s, the
rise oflslamistconservatism took strength from the neoliberal policies of thesl980
1980 is periodically important because certain political and economic breaks in the
world have been also effective in Turkey in terms of social transformation and
urbanization. Starting from the 1980s, neoliberalism has increased its power and lifted
its effectiveness thanks to urban space lstamist conservatism, in parallel, has
become more perceivable and observable in daily life thanks to neoliberal policies.
Urban space has had a key role in both the rise of neoliberalismskamoist

conservatisnin Turkey.
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Because urbanization is a phenomenon that occurs within the time, space and human
triangle, it is also meaningful in terms of showing the stages of change in society. In
the following partsthe urbanization of Turkey will be handled to undearst the
changes in society and social life.

4.12.1. Neoliberallslamist Conservative Aspects of Urbanization between 1980
and 2000

The 1980s refers to a period in which not only Turkey, but also the world was going
through a complicated economic and financial transformation. This transformation
was not only limited to the economy field, but also brought about social, political and
sodo-cultural transformation. The oil crisis that broke out in 1974 was overcome with
anunderstanding of free economy. For this reason, liberal policies have been readopted
and could spread.

One of the most important and critical events of this periodrimng of Turkey ighe

Military Coup of 12 September 1980. The Coup was terminated th&d8ernment

of the Republic of Turkey and the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, reorganized

the state through a new and ahimocratic constitution that prohihisnd restricts

the activities of political parties, trade unions, and professional organizations. As
¢avukojlu states Athe rhetoric and actio

that i1t was aiming to d20ka8l a cl assl ess

The New Right movement in Turkey has started to gain momentum with neoliberal
andlslamistconservative elements in the 1980s and began to transform the values of
neoliberal andislamist conservative elements into concrete political goals. This
movement, which started to find its way in political practice in the world with Thatcher

in the United Kingdom and Reagan in the
the Motherland Party (MP) gevr nment | ed by hi m, i n TurKk
with a 45% support in the 1983 General ElectionrE. C. Y ¢ ¢ksek Se-im K
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The gener al phil os oph issummarizedhveith theFiallowsngqn d A ¥ z a |l i

statementsrbm the Party Program:

We are a nationalist, conservative political party based on social justice and
competitive freemarket economyAnavatan Partisi 1983, 9)

The MP has entered politics by claiming that it represents both the -cighiteand

centerleft. As stated in the Party Program, the previous political views of their

supporters are not importaffnavatan Partisi 1983, 9T herefore, the MP j3n fact,

a reaction to the formation of the center by the army and this reaction has found its

reflection throughout the country. The Military Coup of 12 September 1980 provided

the necessary ground f 2Constitdtien, thepaaverofphe r i od . Wi
state has been dominated, an authoritarian and centralized understanding has been
ensured, and a wide range of action has been

The 1990s were spent with political unrest and coalition govents. Political Islam's
march toward power resulted in the establishment of Necmettin Erbakan, from the
Welfare Party(WP), as the prime minister in 1996 who was the first political Islamist
prime minister. But before that, the influence of the 1994 LiBkedtions is quite large

on the rise of conservative ideology in Turkey. At this point, it would be useful to talk
about the history of theVP.

Congregations, communities and sects supporting the Democratic Party in the 1950s

and the Justice Party in th860s against the Republican People's R&®BP)started

their political fight by establishing their own parties in the 1970s under the roof of the

National Vision Movemenrit(NVM) with the idea of making Islamic rules dominant

in the society (Karatepe 20]1cited inAkgén 2018, 255) . I n this r

6 The neoliberal policies called as Reaganism in the USA and Thatcherism in the United Kingdom was
named ag¥ z aroin Turkey, because similar policies were first implemented by Tigat

I'n the Erbakan movement, the 6énational 6 emphasis star
Movement, Erbakan used this concept as a clear qualificationlficadgarty names, institutions and
organi zations such as the fANational o Order Party, A N

and ANational 0 Youth Foundati on.
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permanent political party with clear Islacweferences was the National Order Party

(NOP) established in 1970 under the leadership of Necmettin Erbakan, and it can be

said that with the establishment of the NOP in 1970, the politics with religious
references emerged diresed y2Q@¥Z budiutne @& nidn
256, 288). After a short time from the establishment, in the year 1971, NOP was closed

by the Chief Public Prosecutor's Office on the grounds of contradiction to the

Constitution and the principle of secularism.

After the dosure of NOP, National Salvation Party (NSP) was formed in the year 1972
as another Islarst political party rooted from NVM. NSP was closed with other
political parties after the Military Coup of 1980. And the Welfare Party (WP) was
formed in 1983 aftethe closure of the NSP with the leadership of Necmettin Erbakan
again. Erbakan was the founder and leader of several importantsistaotiiical
parties in Turkey under the principles of the NVM. The political representations of
NVM began with Erbakan beg an independent deputy from Konya in the 1969
elections and continued with the National Order Party (197), the National
Salvation Party (1972981), the Welfare Party (198398), the Virtue Party (1997
2001) and the Felicity Party (20@dday).

According to the WP Party Program, the basic purpose is defined as follows:

Our main goal is to raise our nation above the level of contemporary civilization.
To achieve this goal;

a) Development and reconstruction of our country in all areas,
b) Cultural and spitual development wilktrive

These efforts will be made by taking into consideration our national characteristics
and feature¢Refah Partisi 1985, 36)

In addition, Article 6 of the WP Party Program has a separaetith s A f ami | y o &

family emphasis on conservative ideology shows itself with the following statements:

Family is the basis of the nation. Family is also the basic unit of our national education.
Spiritual education and development of individuals stafidmily (Refah Partisi 1985,
38).
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With the importance of the family, it is also stated that a new system will be developed

in the field of National Education. This system is mentioned in detail under Article 19

ofthep ogram, titled as ANational Education and
education is the foundation of spiritual development and that it constitutes great

importance in terms of national development, therefore the number of religious

officials will be increased and widespread religious education will be pro(ftefeh

Partisi 1985, 4&19).

According to Macit, one of the basic elements that give rise to the NVM was the sects

and congregationssuchasttea k ki bendi , Kadiri, Ha-znevi and
Hatip schools (2017, <cited in AstpglEcs 2018, 29
and the fact that the Islamist groups were organized around a political party and

became candidates and partners fditipal power.

NVM, with its developmentalist, conservative, Islamist and liberal discourse, has

spread to broad sections of the society through its staffing, and has expanded its field

of action based on religiosity ¢ a v w @16, P04) NVM won the 1984 Local

El ections in Van and kanl éurf a, wgn the 198
Konya, Si v,aasd, Vankaad rmagleu a Higaleap and won the 1994 Local

Elections in 28 cities includintstanbuland Ankara. Thelected mayor otstanbul

was Recep Tayyip Erdojan and Meli h G°k-ek w
During this period, Recep Tayyip Erdojan wa
Istanbul Following this success in the 1994 Local Elections, the WP bedsaigst

party in the 1995 General Elections with a rate of 21(4%. C. Yéksek Se-im Ku
2019)

For the first time in the political history of Turkey, Necmettin Erbakan, an Islamist

leader in terms of political philosophy drpersonal identity, became the Prime

Minister of the country. However, the government period of the WP led by an Islamist

prime minister was shaotived. The WP was closed by the Constitutional Court with

the Military Intervention of 28 February 1997becae of At he acts against

of the secular Republico again. The period f
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the Motherland Partipemocratic Left Party coalition government, and the period
from 1999 to the 2002 early elections, there wadtbmocratic Left Partilationalist
Movement PartyMotherland Party coalition government. The coalition governments
will not be established for many years after the 2002 election and there will be one

party governments.

After the closure of the WP, whieghithe NVM's political representative, the NVM has

not withdrawn from the political scene. The Virtue Party (VP), which has the same
political references with WP, was founde
Alptekin. The VP was also closed in 200ken the VP was proved to be a continuation

of the closed WP. Then, as the continuation of the VP, the Felicity Party (FP), was
established in 2001 under the leadership of Recai Kutan. In the same year, the conflicts
bet ween At he tr aciftoirom sltisdt ostanmrd efilit ted r
reformists established the Justice and Development Party (JDP) under the leadership

of Recep Tayyip Erdojan. The JDP won the
the ruling party until today.

As summarizedbove with the important points, the rise of the IsEmiovement in

the political history of Turkey began in the 1970s. The congregations, sects, and
religious organizations substantially gathered under the name of National Vision
Movement, establishedfitical parties, and gained political representation and power.
During the 30 years between 1970 and 2001, parties were formed, and parties were
closed. These political parties, taking their roots from Islamism and aiming the
Islamization, necessarily néed to go to a division. After the division in the
Movement, it can be said that targeted stability for many years was reached with the
JDP. Because since its establishment, the JDP is the ruling party in Turkey. The
political line and the policies of thEDP and impacts of these policies on the cities of

Turkey will be discussed in the next section of this chapter.

After mentioning the political actors and important develepta of the period

between 1980 an”000, discussing the developments and polisiaeging from the
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period of ¥zal, including the rise and cl osi

would be helpful to understand the urbanization of Turkey.

Decisions on the new economic policy of 24 January 1980 in this period are an
important steptowards consolidating neoliberalism. With this economic program
known as the January 24 Decisions, Turkey has made a transition from import
substitution industrialization to the international capitalist economy. Urban and public
servicehawe paved the wafor marketization. Boratav summarizes the main elements

of this neoliberal program as follows:

A foreign exchange policy operated in accordance with real devaluations, an import

regime that moves stdpy-step towards liberalization, expensive exchangeap

credit and tax refund, making exports a national priority supported by incentives and

subsidies, removal of price controls and subsidies for most basic goods, macro policies
for narrowing domestic demarg009, 149)

The environment formed by the 24 January Dec
as Aur bani z a(R00ly 64650 f As a [kietnahgdapital was wlsos |,

urbanized during the prewus periods, but it was much more effective after 1980 than

the previous periods so that its efficiency reached a hegemonic diméudn 66)

Urban space has become the main target of capital in line witmdbds of

international capitalist economy. With the policy change that was made after 1980, the

government decided to stop industrialization as the main target and directed a large

proportion of investments to the production of built environment. Thisgs of

deindustrialization has made cities new investment areas and the city became

commoditized by turning the land into a field of earning.

With the Development Law numbered 3194 and published in 1985, the municipalities

and governors were given the laotity to approve the plans and the cities started to

be planned growth and developmeniented. Urban lands have become the area of

investment for large capital groups, and government policies are built on maintaining

this situation. Not only the capitgtoups, but also the leimcome groups started to

gain from the space through the zoning amnesties, the first of which was issued in

1948 and reached the numberof 14in40yeatsavukoj |l u 20.16, 187,188,
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In the post1980 period, with the change of the state's mass housing supply, the cities
began to grow in the form of articulation of urban parts. According to the planning
practice of the neoliberal period, new residential areas detached from theety w
produced by the Housing Development Administration (HDA), which was established
in 1984 with the Mass Housing Law numbered 2985. This situation brought
suburbanization. Serter mentions that suburbanization is a strategic tool in terms of the
period andstates that the detached and inwandlosed neighborhood construction

overlaps with the urban construction of conservative ideo|@g¥8, 177178).

In the same period, urban public spaces (such as fareszastures) have been zoned

for construction and private ownership has been expanded while most of the urban
services have been privatized. This gap in the field of urban service was filled by
structures belonging to the cults, communities and relig®ystems (Islamist
associations, foundationstc.) which have great importance for the conservatization

of everyday lif¢l ¢tavukojl u 2016, .195, Serter 2018,

Many new developments have been seefurkey after 1980. During this period,
social transformations occurred, and economic neoliberalization took place. The rise
of Islam is one of the most important developments in this period. Arrangements in
the field of education in order to support tiserof Islam are worthy of consideration

in terms of their contribution to religionization.

In this period, the integration of political Islam with capitalism was made possible by
the neoliberalization of Islam. The gap that emerged from the withdrawra state

from the economy and the public sphere was filled by the representations of
conservative ideology. The relationship between-fmaeket economy and Islamic

values is one of the prominent dynamics of this period.

As a reflection of neoliberal idekoo gy 6 s economic policy, t
systems attach importance to small and meeiirad enterprises (SMES) in the
market of Turkey, the production is spread towards Anatolia and paved the way for
the rapid development of SMESerter 2018, 187)In this way, thelslamist

64



conservative capital from Anatolia part of Turkey gained strength against the central
capital. The conservative Islamist capital gained a great advantage and magnitude in
this period whenrade liberalized, and competition increased with the effect of

neoliberalism.

The most critical point of the development of the communication networks established
by Islamist capital and the economic activities carried out by these networks is the
establiiment of M SKAD as an alternative to, TSKAD in 1990. The common feature

of the founders of M SKAD is that their roots are based on Islatassociations, segts

and communities, and mostly the National Vision Movement, which began to be
influential in the1960s(Serter 2018, 189)

The 1994 Local Elections has great importance in terms of the cities of Turkey and the

rise oflslamistc onser vative i deology in Turkey. With
governance of Istebul and Ankara, these two big cities were included in the

conservative transformation ongoing in Anatolia. Nevertheless, there has not been a
comprehensive conservative transformation in Istanbul and Ankara, as in the

Anatolian cities. However, in thes&d cities, the urban space has begun to be shaped

in line more with neoliberal policiedslamist conservative policies began to be

effective and visible in these cities mostly after 2000.

The 1990s, as mentioned above, was a period in which favarabtétions were

achieved for the strengthening of the conservative ideology. The Islamist economy,

which was able to develop thanks to the ne
increased the amount of capital during the rise of the NVM, and thus enwired

existence in the social, economic and political fields. The period after 1980 was a

period when certain religious community structures, neolibmmaservative coalition

and political Islam created changes and transformations in the social space and

everyday life.

The period between 1980 aB000 is a period in which political Islam, which will be

the founding actor of hegemony, warms up to local and central pdlittsa v uk o | u
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2016, 181) The process which has beeoirgy on since 1980 has been a period in
which neoliberalism becomes permanent and it increases its intensity gradually, and

Islamistconservatism makes itself more visible in daily life and urban space.

4.12.1.1. Urbanization ofIslamist Conservatism and Symbols ofslamist
Conservatism between 1980 and 2000

After looking at the general situation of neolibdsdmistconservative policies in the
post1980 period, it would be useful to look at haslamist conservatism became
urbanized ad how it became visible and effective in everyday liflgamist
conservatization and religionization tbfe national education system will be the first
subject. Starting from one of the most important regulations in this sense, with Article
24 of the 198 Constitution, religious culture and ethics education became a
compulsory course in schools. This change in the education system has been reinforced
in the urban area witanincrease in the number of Imaatip school®and Quran
courses. In this periogfforts were made to increase the number of Quran courses.
Religious and educational facilities were encouraged, and tax facilities were provided
(Duman, 2008 cited in Serter 2018, 182)

8 Imam-Hatip schools are established to train religious officials such as imameauahpr. The first of

the schools that can be called as Irtdatip school was opened in 1924 under the name of Imam Hatip
Mektepleri in 29 centers to train "intellectual religious officials". Imidatip schools were closed by

the state in 1930 due to lack students. Between 1930 and 1948, religious education was given in
Quran courses opened by the Presidency of Religious Affairs. The Democrat Party, which came to
power after the 1950 elections, reopened the lfhatip schools as it was promised duringéheztion
campaign. In 1951, it was decided that ImBatip schools should be ay#ar secondary school and a

3-year high school department, providing education for 7 years. In the following period, it has developed
beyond the aim of raising religious afifils and has become widespread throughout the country. At this
point, the national education system has a dual structure. Necmettin Erbakan said that at the congress
of the Welfare Party in 1996, the political Islamist administration that had risetha&ftE950s owed to

the investment in Imam Hatip schools and Qur'an coyfréiserallik zor zanaat B , haber.sol . or
29.01.2010)Information about the next developments is given in the following sections.
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Table 2: Developments in Imarhlatip Schooldy Years(Sarpkaya 2008, 3)

Number of Schools Student
School Year S : Teacher
eSCé)hnodoaILry SI—(I:Il'?QOl Total Male Female

19511952 - - 7 876 - 27
19551956 16 7 23 2.504 - 108
19601961 - - 36 4545 3 337
19651966 30 19 45 13.478 - 594
19701971 71 40 111 48.455 853 1.547
19751976 171 72 243 76.786 852 2.933
19801981 374 333 707 177.745 | 23.259 7.768
19851986 376 341 717 201.295 | 36.730 11.439
19941995 446 396 842 354.792 | 229.453 15.731
19992000 - 604 604 66.776 67.448 15.922

According to Table2, ImamHatip schools show a steady increase in the nhumber of
schools, teacherand students during the period frahe 19511952 school year to

the 19992000 school year. It is observed that this increase stagnated during military
intervention periods but still did not decrease. It is also seen from ZHidethe rapid
increase in the number of these schools stopped after 1980. In th& ¥PB8clol

year, the number of total Imahktatip schools was 707 and in the 198388 school

year, it was 717. During these years, only 11 new Ifhiatip high schools were
opened. It is known that many of these schools were opened in the form of high school

sectins of the previously opened Ima#atip secondary schoo{Sarpkaya 2008, 5)
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However, according to ¥c aHlatip sehbotsthasingh t h e
increased much during the MP governments, existing schools hapandesl to a

large number of students' demands by opening branches in different districts or
neighborhoods of the province or district centers where they are located. After the

1980 coup, in 1988 and 1989 high school sections of 38 {hatip schools were

opened| ¥ c a | 2015, 88)

Accordingly, Sarpkaya claims that the social model of the political Islamists overlaps

with the social model aimed by the Military Coup of 12 September 1980. For this
reason, after the 1980 coup, the number of Iaatip high schools remained almost

constat, while the religionization itheeducational system increased. Although there

is no big increase in the number of schools, religious education has been indirectly
provided with curriculum changes and legal arrangem@&ampkaya 2008, 6)n the

years that followed, the political power continued to shape the national education
system in accordance with its politigdeological goals. Religionization policies and

practices based on commercialization of educationfendn e rcene gd eot ar i a

approach have continued without any loss.

At this point, it would be useful to look at the state of the Quran courses during the
19802000 peri od. ¥cal ment i oniDegocrattadyt t he
in 1950 is an imprtant development about the Quran courses and religious life, and

al so interprets the period between 1950
of religious I|ife and religious educatio
religion with thecoming of the JP are as follows: the language change of the Azan

from Turkish to Arabic, opening of Imaidatip schoolsithe liberation of Quran

education and teaching. As a result of this, the number of Quran courses in Turkey has
increased from 127 to 3Qketween 1950960( ¥ c a | 2004, 91)
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Table 3: Number of Open and Closed Quran Coutsstsveen 1954nd 200 ¥ cal 2004, 92
93)

Number of Courses
School

Year Open Closed Total
19511952 - - 158
19551956 - - 237
19601961 - - 326
19651966 - - 485
19701971 - - 786
19751976 - - 1037
19801981 2610 163 2773
19851986 3335 327 3662
1991-1992 4557 889 5446
19941995 4985 1059 6044
19951996 5011 1507 6518
19961997 5241 1146 6387
19971998 4890 1624 6514
19981999 3705 2851 6556
19992000 3498 2963 6461
20002001 3119 3189 6308

According to Table, the number of Quran courses in Turkey has reached 786 in the
year 1971. In spite of the military coup in 1980, the number of courses continued to
increase, anthe 19961997 school year was the period when the number of courses
reached its highest levéd.can be said that the increase in the number of Quran courses

between 1994 and 1997 was related to the Welfare Party policies.
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With A8 years of wuninterrupted compul sor
by the Turkish Grand National Assembly on B1®97 and published in the Official

Gazette dated 18.08.1997 and numbered 23084, the secondary school sections of all
vocational high schools, including Imaldatip high schools and Quran courses were
closed. In short, starting from 1997, to be able tenattQuran courses and Imam

Hatip high schools, §ear primary school graduation precondition was introduced
(¥cal 2 The dequiredn@nj of 8 years of uninterrupted compulsory education
brought by the law numberetB06 resulted in a decrease in the number of Quran
courses and ImatHatip schools. In 200Q@001 school year, the number of open
courses reached the lowest level and the number of closed courses reached the highest

level.

Another urban element that the political Islam rising with the political power after

1980 used to make physical presence visible and to establish dominance in everyday

l i fe was mosques. ¥zcan, who examined th
from 1970 to 1988, stated that the number of mosques in the provincial centers
increased until 1981 and then increased decreaqibg80, 6)

Table 4: Number of Mosquedbetween 1981 and 2000 T . C. Bakbakanl ek Di
Bakkanl eje 2006)

vears Number of New Total Number of Number of Mosques
Mosques Mosques per Thousand People
1981 - 47645 -
1981-1984 7022 54667 -
1985 2393 57060 1.12
1986 2400 59460 -
1987 2072 61532 -
1988 1415 62947 -
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Table 4 (continued)

1989 1728 64675 -
1990 1325 66000 1.16
1991 674 66674 -
1992 1528 68202 -
1993 473 68675 -
1994 848 69523 -
1995 690 70213 -
1996 1080 71293 -
1997 1125 72418 1.15
1998 1354 73772 -
1999 584 74356 -
2000 646 75002 11

According to Tablet, it is seen that in the period from 1981 to 1990, the amount of
mosqueization has increased compared to the following yEadow increase trend
between the years 199D95 is changing in 1996. In 1996, 1997, and 1998, more
mosques were built each year than the previous year. In terms of the rise and spatial
visibility of political Islam in Turkey,the 19811988 period is imprtant. Because
duringthis period, the population of the country increased by 20% and the number of
mosques increased by 32% ¥ z c a n .lMalditipn, Wwhgn compared to the
population growth rate by decades andriite of the mosqueization by decades, the

following table appears:

% For detailed information on populationosqueization ratio between 1981 and 1088z can - 1990,
7)
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Table 5: Comparison of the PopulatifhGrowth Rate and Increase in the Number of

Mosque$s'( T! KK 2019, ¥Bzrhmmak®#m®I0Oék TDiICyanet
Number of Population Increase in
Years | Population Periods Growth the Number
Mosques
Rate of Mosques
1980 | 44.736.957 47.155 - - -
1990 | 56.473.035 66.000 19801990 26% 40%
2000 | 67.803.927 75.002 19902000 20% 14%

Kkl eri

Table5 shows that while the population increased by 26%, the number of nsosque
increased by 40% between 1980 al®@bP0. This situatiorhas occared as 20%

population increase and 14% increase in the number of mosques betweeand990

2000. For the period of 1982000, the most intense mosqueization of the period is

between the years 1981 and 1987. These data are extremely important in terms of the

religionization of society. Starting from the national education system, comprehensive

religion-oriented regulations are made in the period of 12800. These regulations

shaped space and social structure is shaped through space.

4.12.2. Neoliberallslamist Conservative Aspects of Urbanization after 2000

The most important political subject of Turkey in the period after 2000 has been the

establishment of the Justice and Development Party in 2001. Starting from the first

election in 2002, the JDP has been a party that has been in power without interruption

10 Source of populationdata( T} KK 2019)

1 The number of mosques in 1980 could not bimimed from any source. The number of the mosques
for the year 1980 was calculated as an average value by using the number of mosques in 1971 and 1981

gi ven

i n
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and has been in the majority of local administrations throughout the country.
Therefore, the most important determinant of policies and urbanization after 2000 was

JDP policies.

One of the events that played an important role in the JDP's victory inGR&2heral
Election was the economic crisis that was taking place at the time. The JDP, which
was founded in 2001, won the 2002 General Elections with 34% of the votes in the
year following its establishment with the promise of responding to the expastatio
consistency and stability common in the society against the coalition governments that

had been experienced in the previous years.

The JDP, which defines itself as a fAconser\v
Election Declaration of 2002, statepeatedly in the same declaration that it embraces

the requirements of neoliberal ideologdyAd al et vV e Kal k.enma Part
Conservative democrat statement has entered political literature in Turkey with the

JDP and consertige democracy can be defined as the adaptation of Islamic order and

rules to neoliberal policies. In this context, it can be said that JDP has a character close

to NVM, which is the origin of JDP founders and founder members, but it is a version

of NVM nicely adapted to theeoliberalcapitalist economy.

Before examining the longtanding political continuity of the JDP and its urbanization
policies, it would be useful to touch on its conservative democrat character. JDP
defines itsel ftheassnsefotcpootedimgrTurley'si cultaral hentage,
democrat in the sense of defEe20mMl@d modern i n
In fact, defending modern institutions and valaesnot related to conservatisnuto

to neoconservatism. Because, as mentioned earlier, neoconservatism is based on
adaptation to modern conditions while conservatism is trying to protect the traditional
against modernism. As Bora states, the JDP is awgig mix, like the MP. Like the

MP, the JDP is the bearer of a composition created by the symbols, representation
relations andsignsof the Turkish right. The MP established it in 1983 conditions
without relying on a specific spine. However, the JDP established it by bending the
NVM spinein this direction(Bora 2002, 29)

73



The goal of the JDP's economic understanding of the neoliberal economic system is
clearly stated in the 2002 Election Declaratfo d a | et  vRartisk2002kire n ma
different parts of the Declaration, restructuring the state by speeding up privatizations,
giving the state a regulatory and supervisory function by being excluded from all kinds
of economic activities, the enormous importance okitpr investment for the
development of Turkey, and the importance of the structural transformations of
globalization are emphasized. In addition, the emphasis on conservatism is also given

place in many parts.

Since it is a political party that has beermpower for 17 years, it is worth mentioning

quickly what the JDP obtained from the election results. The number of votes and the
number of deputies in the general elections since 2002, the first election of the JDP,
were as follows: 34.28% vote rate an@3eputies in 2002, 46.58% vote rate and 341
deputies in 2007, 49.83% vote rate and 327 deputies in 2011, 40,87% vote rate and

258 deputies in the first election in 2015 and 49,50% vote rate and 317 deputies in the
second election in 2015, 42,56% vote ratel 295 deputies in 208 T . C. Yéksel
Se-im Kurulu 2019)

It also would be useful to look at the vote rates that the JDP gained in the local elections
in terms of understanding the JDP representation in local governmengdl as the
central government. The results of the local elections for the JDP since 2004, which
were handled as metropolitan municipality, mayorship, and municipal council, are as

follows in Table 6.

The IstanbulMetropolitan Municipality, which is the bigest city of Turkey, anthe
AnkaraMetropolitan Municipality which is the second largest city and also the capital
of Turkey won by th&VP candidates in the 1994 Local Elections, byAfReandidates
established as a result of WP's closure in the 199@llElections, and by the JDP
candidates from the reformist group separated from the VP in the 2004 Local
Elections. In 2009 and 2014, the candidates of the JDP were again the winners of
Istanbul and Ankara Metropolitan Municipalities. However, in the 20Qb8al

Elections, the candidates of the main opposition paRf, became winners of the
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metropolitan municipalities in these two cities. After 25 years, the RPP candidates won
the election for the first time in these two big cities and local governmentsthfrom

the right political parties that came to the forefront with their conservative identities,

to a soci al democr at political party t hat

modernization revolution and six arrow principles, and universal rules ofl socia
d e mo ¢ (Camhyriyet Halk Partisi 2019)

According to ¢avukojlu, the JDP's high vote
2002 and the fact that it repeatedly came to power alone, created a large radius of

action for the JDP and the economic policies of the JDP period have been considered
successful by many sections of t(2086, soci ety,
225226). The conservative democratic identity of the JDP is in line with the

intertwining of the concepts of religion, nation,dastate. As mentioned before,

according to Bora, three states of the Turkish right are nationalism, conservatism, and
Islamism(2008)and based on this definition, ¢ijJjdem
previously dominted by right conservatism, evolved into a rightism dominated by

l slamism in the period of JDP (as cited in
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Table 6: Local Election results for the JDP by year3 . C.

e, -kism kKur ul

Years

Election

2004

2009

2014

2019

Metropolitan Municipality

Vote Rate of
JDP

46,06%

42,19%

45,54%

44,06%

Number of
Winned
Metropolitan

12

10

18

15

Rate of Wiﬁned
Metropolitan
Municipalities

75%

62,50%

60%

51,72%

Total Number of
Metropolitan
Municipalities

16

16

30

29

Mayorship

Vote Rate of
JDP

40,10%

38,64%

43,13%

42,55%

Number of
Winned
Municipalities

1750

1442

800

742

Rate of Winned
Municipalities

54,80%

49,67%

59,22%

54,76%

Total Number of
Municipalities

3193

2903

1351

1355

Municipal Council

Vote Rate of
JDP

40,32%

38,16%

42,87%

42,56%

Number of
Winned
Aldermanships

16637

14732

10530

10173

Rate of Winned
Aldermanships

48,25%

45,48%

51,37%

49,04%

Total Number of
Aldermanships

34477

32392

20498

20745

u

2019

During its 17year ruling period, the JDP has been the implementer of a coalition of

neoliberal economics and conservatism. However, this long period of power is not
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homogenous, but it has breaking pointdself. The first years of the JDP government
have determined by a domestic policy that emphasizes freedoms. Inflation has
regressed rapidly, large amounts of foreign resources have been entered into the
country, and considerable economic success hasamseved in comparison to the

previous periods.

In this context, Serter divides the power of the JDP into two periods: 200222087
reconciliatory period and 20€2008/2018 authoritarian period (2018, 2233). The
reconciliatory period refers to a petion which the JDP has expanded its social
support through positive developments in economy and politics, and the authoritarian
period refers to a period in which the JDP began to make politics in a narrow political
spectrum and placed the religion on thain axis of its political practices. The JDP
effectively used the urban space in the authoritarian period in order to dominate its
authoritarian and radicalized conservative ideology and shape the urban space
according to this ideology. The legal and pbgkarrangements concerning the urban
space with the changing contents and devices have transformed the urban space and
everyday life and supported the coalition of neoliberalismisiachistconservatism.

During the JDP governments, construction sectéarthe most significant role in the
economic policies and shaping the cities of Turkey. It is obvious that in the @t
period, the basic urbanization policy is based on the construction sector. In parallel
with the bringings of neoliberalism, the ioslon of noacommaodified sites into the
market by means of construction activities has radically transformed both urban and
rural areas and has created an important economy and capital during this
transformation( ¢ a v u RO&§, 244) While the number of dwellings (houses) was
161.920 in 2002, it reached 1.377.061 in 2017; on the other hand, the population of
the country in 2002 was 65.022.300 and it was 80.810.525 in(2017 KK .Phé 1 9)
number of dwellings increased 8.5 times while the population of the country increased
by 24%.

The conservative and Islamist aspects of the Anatolian capital, which started to rise

after 1980 and mentioned in the former parts of the study, were strong end th
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Anatolian capital became stronger during
appearing of this Islamist capital model, which has been strengthened in the JDP
period, came to exist in urban and daily life with mosque building associations, the
captalization system of Islamist holdings, aid and solidarity kermesses, the
organization of housing cooperatives, and the Ramadan 1@@%6, 229)
Legitimizing the relationship between Islam and capitalism begamssible with

religious references. In addition, many companies have increased their economic
capacity in order to benefit from the profit and market opportunities provided by the
increasing construction sector throughout the country. The point that teedws
underlined here is that many firms, which had been on the rise during the JDP period,
had previously established ties with Rec¢
political figure and took place in different positions during the JDP period, over

Islamistconservative communication and relationship netw{8ester 2018, 226)

Islamist urban management model started to be implemented in a small number of
cities at the end of the 1989 Local Elections, and thigh1994 Local Elections, it has
spread across the country, including the local governments of Istanbul and Ankara.
After 1990, the urbanization has continued increasingly and the demand for houses
and urban infrastructure has increased. In this respmtifraction has emerged as a
suitable sector for the development of Islamist capital. The role of HDA is critical in
this sense. With the extraordinary powers granted to HDA, it has become possible to
confiscate many urban areas such as privately owneduaitielp areas, or school
areas, health facility areas, parks, old industrial areas and to obtain privileged
development rights from these areas. In addition, HDA has gone beyond being just a
housing producing institution and transformed into the spat&lvention tool of the

ruling party. It has become a focal point of aiming to reduce theditfatencé? in

12 The concept of rendifference introduced by Smith (1996 i t ed i n Penpeciojlu
emphasizes the difference between the low rent caused by the low exchange valued urban land and the
highest rent that can be achieved with thes neses and constructions developed on this land. As
Penpeciojlu states devel opments such as urban tr.
centers and the spread of gated, luxury housing projects in the cities are all the capitalisitiobaniz

patterns that have been processed in order to reduce the rent diffelereen peci oj-170) 2017, 1

78



housing production with its wide and privileged powers in terms of planning
(Penpeciojlu 2017, 170)

After 2000, urban policies for the cities of Turkey did not include logrgn strategies,

planned development, demand and need estimations for different segments of society,
however they include suppbide urban policies for the reproduction of capital,rent
orierted urban projects which are the product of these policies and the urban expansion
and transformation processes required by these prqeBtl® npeci oj l.u 2017,
Planning has also become the tool of urban policiesatetfocused on rent. The
neoliberalconservative ideology adopted by the JDP during its ruling period has seen
urban space as an area of capital accumulation and therefore chose the centralization
as a strategy as well as giving importance to the constnusector. The central
government has been defined as the new actor of politics and its powers have been
increased through legal regulations that will increase its efficiency in the planning field
(Serter 2018, 229-172Penpeciojlu 2017, 171

The important legal arrangements for the centralization of powers iDihgeriod

are as givemnn Table7 below. The point attempted to cite with the legal regulations
mentionedbelowis that increasinghe powers of central government institutions has
brought quite critical consequences in terms of urbanization in Turkey after 2000.
Increasing and restructuring the powers of HDA, supportingdscgke urban projects
aimed at closing the rexlifference allocating and selling public land to private sector,
supporting built environment production in coastal areas and tourism centers,
distribution of planning powers between state institutions specialized in different
sectors and paving the way for unirded interventions in urban space are the

devel opments in planning and urbanization
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Table 7: The legislative arrangements increasing the centralization in the planning field after
2017,

2000 (Serter

2018,

229, Penpeciojlu

Laws

Years

Authorities

To make, to have it madmd to amend plans in all scales and
types, to approve the plans when the relevant municipalit]

) During | metropolitan municipality does not approve, to provide loan
Mass Housing Law (numbered ) ] o
the mortgage, to construct mass housing projects in disaster &
2985) and 11 other laws* ] ) ] ) )
2000s | housing projects in sluntransformation regions, and luxul
housing projects, to establish companies operating in the ho
sector or to become partners with financial institutjiets.
Industrial Districts Law (numbered 2002 To make or to have it maddevelopmentplans in industrial
4737) districts
. . To declare Culture, Tourism, Conservati@and Developmen
Tourism Promotion Law (numbere )
4957) 2003 Zones and to make, to have it made and to approve plans
scales and all types in these areas
Regulation on th©rganization and To process the subdivision and amalgamation of the real estg
Duties of the Privatization 2003 the privatization program and make arrangements for
Administration (Official Gazette preparation ofdevelopmentplans, 6 prepare necessary repo|
Number: 25301) and board decisions alevelopmenplans
_ S To make, to have it made and to approve 1/5000 or 1/25.000 s
Metropolitan Municipality Law )
2004 master plans, to approve implementary development {
(numbered 5216) o o
subdivisionplan, and zoning improvement plan
DecreeLaw on the Organization To make, to have it made and to approve Spatial Strategy Pla
and Duties of the Ministry of 2011 Environmental Plan, Integrated Coastal Zdf@nagement Plan
Environment and Urbanization to approve plans in all scales and all types
(numbered 644)
DecreelLaw on the Organization Location selection and expropriation of Technology Developn
and Duties of the Ministry of 2011 Zones, preparation and approval of development plans f

Science, Industrpyand Technology
(numbered 635)

Technology Development Zones

* The planning authorities of TOKI are regulated by 11 other laws. These laws are: law numbered 476
4964, 4966, 5104, 5162, 5229, 5234, 5327, 5273, and 5609.
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All these arrangements are important for the central government to shape the urban
space and to participate directly in the rent processes, and have increased the returns
of the construction sector, which is also seen as a way out of the economic crises

experenced during the JDP government.

In the post2000 period, also the confiscation of property was frequently experienced.
Many neighborhoods have been forced to evacuate through urban transformation
projects, and these neighborhoods have been includedapitalcaccumulation for

new users. With the Law on the Transformation of Areas Under Disaster Risk
numbered 6306 enacted in 2004, HDA has acquired much more power this time in the
urban transformation field and with the law numbered 5366, the historic
neighbor hoods of | st anbul such as Tarl abaxkéeé,
included in urban transformation and renewal projects and reproduced. With the
Article 73 of the Municipal Law numbered 5393, areas with or without construction
and lands with or #hout zoning are defined as urban transformation areas or urban
development project areas, and in this direction, even thenam areas are included

in the urban rent system.

During the pos2000 period, the population of the country reached 75 mélrahthe
urbanization level reached 7006¢ a v u K 0 ] | u CoRsbructon haemdrged as

the only sector. As Balaban cites, two significant growth in the construction sector
occurred in the periods when Turkey is ruled by powerful +wghg parties and is
subjected to neoliberal reforms aimed at integrationfitsiegrowth period was when

the MP came to power and the second growth period was when the JDP came to power
(Balaban 2017, 289). There was not only the reproduction of residential areas
through urban transformatiomut also the big construction investments and rent
production in the urban areas are promoted. Especially in Istanbul, the new airport
(Istanbul Airport), the new Bosphorus Bridge (Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge), or even
the new Bosphor udul)motonlyecredted (el arbaa rent Kreas, a n
but also caused large amounts of irreversible natural destruction. These projects are

destructive and costly projects that will change the physical structures of cities and
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destroy areas of vital importance dties. The costs of urban transformation projects

and national mega projects have reached tens of billions of TurkisH&egsr 2018,

232). Moreover, the implementation of these higst projects has been accated

by judicial decisions. Between the years 2000 and 2010, the number of urgent
expropriation decisionsasintroduced 105 times in the scope of law numbered 2942

and the number of urgent expropriation decisions increased to 28 in 2011, to 160 in
2012add t o 250 in 2013 (Oru- 2014, <cited in

The nonstructured areas of the cities, which were shaped in parallel with the interests
of the capital sector, were also included in the creation of rent during this period.
Ecological boundaries kia ceased to be considered as thresholds in the planning
process. The law numbered 6292, also known as 2B law, made possible the amnesty
of the occupied forest lands surrounding the cities. Highlands, pastures, meadows,
coasts, in short, natural and puldieas are zoned for construction with the laws, bag
laws™ and decredaws enacted in various years and brought changes in the laws such
as Development Law, Environment Law, Pasture Lawd Forest Law. Non
commodified parts of the country were bought aoftl in the pos2000 period and

all these areas are included in the real estate market. Therefore, the period after 2000
is a period in which ecological damage has increased considerably. Many historical
heritage sites have been translated into a constnusite under the name of
development. Agricultural areas, foresésd coasts were capitalized during this
period. The cities became big construction sites and the growing construction sector

surrounded the cities from the center to periphery.

During the post2000 period, the privatization and the sale of public areas, which are
the property or responsibility of the state, have gained momentum. In areas such as

schools, hospitajsand parks, legal means such as urgent expropriation or urban

B Although the fAbag | awd term is not a | egal ter
changes large number of laws that are not related to each other atloumireg the first period of the

JDP (20022007), only two bag laws were enacted. However, from November 2015 to November 2017,
this number increased t o k203 (afirSoénk é2n vyaérl kdaas & nodrab an ey
www.bbc.com).
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transformabn have been used to reproduce the space and capital accumulation

processes have been made possible in these previously publicly owned areas.

Cities have become increasingly uneven and differentiated places with the effects of

planning housing projectspmmercial areas, shopping malls, private universities in

the areas which are not zoned in the upper scale plans and in the central regions where

urban rent is high, entitling right of construction beyond the rights defined in the
developmenplans, suggestg uses contrary to upper scale plans with partial planning.
According to ¢avukojlu, with the increase of
the space, it is seen that the cities have new class maps and diversified diveagences (

cited i n2086a26A0).k 0] | u

In this context, the unity of conservative capital and neoliberalism is the main
determinant of developments that have been in Turkeyta#@000s and the policy

that marked this period is constructibbased growth model. The neoliberal
transformation of the country, which started in the &80 period, was completed

in this period, and neoliberal economic policies were manifested in every aspect of
life. The next chapter will examine how Islattonservatism has been implemented
with the policies, regulationand structures in the pe8000 period and how the wave

of Islamist conservatism, which started to show its effect afte501&nd gained

momentum after 1980@eached a level in the pe2000 period.

4.12.2.1. Urbanization oflslamist Conservatism and Symbols ofslamist
Conservatism after 2000

The importance given to Islasticonservatism through religious education, religious
services and religious structures ithe 19802000 period has reached a different
dimension in the pos2000 period. The discourses and actions related to religion and
Islamistconservatism have increased day by day and the religionization and the spatial

expansion of religionization ka increagd. This increase brought about a social
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transformation. In this sense, an overview of the arrangements about religious services,
religious education, religious institutions, religious structures and the conservatization

conducted over all these arrangetsenill be useful.

During the JDP government, radical changes were made about religious education and
the existence of religious institutions. First of all, when the religious education field is
examined, the first major change is the amendment made Mati@nal Education

Basic Law numbered 1739 in 2012. With this amendment, Quran lectures and
Muhammad's Life courses started to be included in the curriculum of secondary
schools and high schools as an elective cauréek | @ ma @ 1 .7Anothér&Hange

was the decision of the Board of Education and Discipline in 2017 to increase the hours

of Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge course from one hour to two hours per

week in secondary schools starting frdme 20172018 shool yeaf Ak | amacé 201

186).

As mentioned in the previous parts of this chapter, Quran courses and the secondary
school sections of all vocational high schools, including Irtéatip high schools,

were closed. Since 29, to be able to attend Quran courses and hiHatip high
schools, the precondition ofy&ar continuous compulsory education was introduced.

As a result of this, Imarhlatip secondary schools were closeldwever, n 2012,

4+4+4 education system was starto be implemented with the regulation made in
Article 25 of the law numbered 1739. According to the new system, compulsory
education was extended to 12 years and after 4 years of compulsory primary education,
the transition to Imaniatip secondary schisowas made possible. In this way, the
secondary school parts of the Im&tatip high schools, which were closed in 1997
with the 8year continuous compulsory education, were reopened.

Moreover, another regulation has been experienced regarding the draokitmnam

Hatip high school graduates to higher education. The fact that many party members,
for example the JDP | eader Recep-Hatpyyip
high school, has made many attempts at the transfer of -lHaip high school

graduates to the university. The JDP has started initiatives since 2003 to facilitate the
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transition of ImarHatip high school graduates to the university. However, the final
regulation on the transition to higher education and the coefficients was dddteLin 2
with the amendment made in Article 45 of the Council of Higher Education Law
numbered 2547 and the application of different coefficients in the university entrance
and placement procedures was completely efdadk | a mh3a £9&) Ti @raduates

of the ImamHatip high school have been allowed to enter all departments of all

universities, if they get enough points, without any hindrance.

Table 8: Imam-Hatip schols and studentsetween 1992018( Ak | amac €

Efjitim Bakanléejeée 2019)
Sehool Secondary School High School Total
Year Number | Number of | Number of | Number of NSU,[T(?;:tgf
of Schools| Students Schools Students

19961997 601 318.775 601 192.727 511.502
19971998 604 218.631 605 178.046 396.677
20022003 - - 536 64.534 64.534
20032004 - - 452 84.898 84.898
20102011 - - 493 235.639 235.639
20112012 - - 537 268.245 268.245
20122013 1099 94.467 708 380.771 475.238
20132014 1368 209.194 851 493.501 692.695
20142015 1597 385.830 1017 546.443 932.273
20152016 1961 524.295 1149 555.870 1.080.165
20162017 2777 657.020 1408 634.406 1.291.426
2017#2018 3286 723.108 1604 514.806 1.237.914
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According to Table8, thenumber of students in Imamatip high schools started to
increase again in 2003. The number of students studying in these schools increased
approximately 6 times between the years 22082. However, the main quantitative
increase occurred in 2012, followg the legal regulations about these schools. As of
20162017 academic year, the total number of students studying at the secondary
schools and high schools of the Im#tatip schools reached 1.291.426. When it
comes to 2012018 academic year, it is setrat the total number of students going

to Imam Hatip schools for the first time in 15 years has decreased slightly.

At this point, it would be useful to look briefly at the developments indrigdligious
education. As Ak |l amaf@@27 guotas were gllocated to th® 9 6 ,
first and second education programs of 23 faculties of theology, and this number was
reduced to 972 in 2004 including the quotas of the Department of Religious Culture
and Moral Education Teaching. With the change in Rhesidency of Council of

Higher Education in 2007, at least one faculty of theology was opened in almost every
city in a few years and the number of quotas allocated to these faculties increased to
17.433in2013 Akl @ma@1-197) 196

With the additional Article 3 added to Law numbered 633 by Law numbered 4415
dated 1999, it is stipulated that students can only register fotédomgQuran courses

if they are graduated from primary education and that studentsevhplete the

grade of primary school can register summer Quran co(grges | amacé. 2017,
Thus, all Quran course activities carried out by the Presidency of Religious Affairs
(PRA) were restricted to the age linfBtudents who are not graduated from primary
education are prohibited from registering long term Quran courses, and students who
do not complete primary school"§jrade are prohibited from registering summer
Quran courses. However, the dgeiting amendnent on Quran courses dated 1999
was repealed with the Decreaw numbered 653 published in the Official Gazette
dated 17.09.2011 and numbered 28057 and the Regulations of Presidency of Religious
Affairs on Education and Teaching of Quran Courses and Stixtamitories and
Pensions published in the Official Gazette dated 07.04.2012 and numbered 28257
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( AK |l a ma c é.WitDtheZe, arraddements, the Quran teaching was provided in
the mosques as well as the Quran couvgiéisout any age or time limitation and

widespread religious education activities for wider massrsenabled.

Table 9: Number of Quran Coursepeneddy the PRA between 2012018 (T.C.
Cumhurbakkanl éj e Diyanet Kkl eri Bakkanl éje 2019)

Number of Courses

Years

Group A | GroupB | Group C | Group D
2014 8 86 908 17.607
2015 10 79 100 14.595
2016 14 86 490 12.600
2017 14 68 414 12.557
2018 14 68 395 13.869

Following the legategulation for the abolition of the age limitation in the registration

of Quran cours®% Age2Grdbupt Rel g4 ous Educat
initiated by the PRA. As of 2012015 school year, 15.265 students in 554 courses

opened for 46 age grops are educated and the number of students reached 55.321 in
the20152016 school year Ak | a ma c é. WatlDthdis/regula2idh,5he age of the

statesupported religious education was reduced to 4 years.

In addition to all these, the PRA is one of the institutions that has increased its
efficiency in parallel with the developments in the country in recent years. PRA,

mentioned in 2018 Activity Report as ANto en

14 According to Article 18 of the Directive of Presidency of Religious Affairs on Quran Education and
Training Courses, Student Dormitories anicth Pensions
and to take into account the assignments Quran courses are determined as A group, B group, C group,

and D group. The physical structure of the building, number of students, capacity, number of classrooms

and educational status are takenintoconsidesa i n t hi s deter minationo
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genuineknowledge based on the basic sources of Islam and to carry out works related

to the principles of faith, wor ship, and
(T. C. Cumhur bakkanl!l ej & ,Darrigsanhits activies Wit r i Bai
the appropriations given by central government budget laws. Taking a look at the
change in the budget of the PRA, which increases its budget every year compared to
other public administrations and central government units, will il terms of

giving an idea of the operational capacity.

Table 10: Budget of PRAbetween 2010 and 2018T . C. Cumhurbakkanl éj e
Bakkanl éje 2019)

Annual Annual Annual Total Annual Total Annual Annual
Years | Appropriation Additi(_)nal Written Qﬁ Appropriation Expense Overspending
Budget Appropriation Appropriation

2010 2.650. 5 43.613.| 406.966(2.287.1]12.733.04 464.508

2011 {3.178.9¢4 173.618{ 394.733(2.957.8]3.392.9] 458.307

2012 3.891.1¢1.824.0]1.445.614.269.514.254.3 44.512.

2013 4.604.641.939.311.583.1]14.960. 8944.971.484.729 49.429.

2014 | 5. 442.742.309.842.021.9¢45.730.645.705. 4 98.237.

2015(5. 743.3¢{ 359.759/2.545.1(3.558.016.037.7(2.497.7

2016 | 6. 482.911.543.3¢(1.579.946.446.3¢6.517.2 89.767.

2017/6.867.1] 465.827| 179.915{7.153.0]7.246.9] 111.988

2018 7.774.1§ 190.628{2.796.8(5.168.0(8.356.113.200. 4

As can be seen in Tabl), the PRA budget has increased exponentially between
20102018. In 2015 and 2018, it is seen that the annual overspending is quite high.
The fact that the budget support given by the central government to the institution

which works towards the Islam religion and the increase in the budget expenditures
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are increasing every yervaluable in terms of showing the importance given to this
field.

Another issue that needs to be mentioned here is the budget of the Ministry o&Nation
Education(MNE) and how the MNE budget is shared among school types and general
directorates. Tabl&l shows that the budget of the MNE has also increased by years.
It is observed that the budget allocated to the General Directorate of Religious
Educaton (GDRE) from the budget of the MNE has increased. Moreover, while the
ratio of the MNE budget to the central government budget decreases, the ratio of the
GDRE budget to the MNE budget increases by years. The MNE increases its share for
religious educatin every year. However, the share of the budget of the ministry in the

central government budget started to decline after 2016.

Table 11 MNE and GDHRE budgetsbetween 2011 and 208T . C. MiBakarEljé@jtéa m
20122018)

Ratio of
Ratio Ratio of the the
of the MNE GDRE's
Annual Budgets of Annual Budgets of MNE's Budget to Budget to

the MNE Amount the GDRE Amount Budget | the Central the

to GDP | Government| MNE's
(%) Budget (%) Budget
(%)

Years

Reserved Budget 34.112.163.000, Reserved Budget

2011 | Budget by YeaEnd | 32.071.347.633 Budget by YeaEnd 634.280.917| 2,63 10,91 1,98%

Expense 35.318.623.937| Expense 700.422.894

Reserved Budget 39.169.379.190, Reserved Budget

2012 | Budget by YeaEnd | 27.868.771.559 Budget by YeaEnd 928.095.027| 2,73 11,16 3,33%

Expense 41.349.652.264 Expense 1.025.999.354

Reserved Budget 47.496.378.650, Reserved Budget

2013 | Budget by YeafEnd | 38.794.319.178| Budget by YeaEnd | 1.369.659.785| 3,03 11,76 3,53%
Expense 47.748.463.182 Expense 1.949.540.642
2014 | Reserved Budget 55.704.817.610, Reserved Budget - 3,24 12,81 2,65%
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Table 11 (continued)

Budget by YeaiEnd | 43.307.810.403 Budget byYearEnd | 1.146.556.783
Expense 53.958.739.281| Expense 2.753.812.007
Reserved Budget 62.000.248.000, Reserved Budget

2015 | Budget by YeaEnd | 42.869.443.418| Budget by YeaEnd | 1.886.181.153| 3,16 13,11 4,40%
Expense 62.247.314.539| Expense 3.644.593.146
Reserved Budget 76.354.306.000| Reserved Budget

2016 | Budget by YeaEnd | 62.153.242.273 Budget by YeaEnd | 3.885.523.460, 2,93 13,38 6,25%
Expense 73.999.964.372| Expense 4.979.728.355
Reserved Budget 85.048.584.000, Reserved Budget

2017 | Budget by YeaEnd | 68.003.743.424] Budget by YeaEnd | 4.833.734.686 2,8 13,18 7,11%
Expense 82.939.009.200, Expense 6.021.400.698
Reserved Budget 92.528.652.000| Reserved Budget

2018 | Budget by YeaEnd | 70.441.869.017| Budget by YeaEnd | 5.157.226.189| 2,69 12,13 7,32%
Expense 99.439.651.308| Expense 7.700.817.736

According to the report prepared by the Union of Education and Science Workers, one
third (35%) of the 92 billion Turkish Liras budget allocated to MNE in 2018 for

education investments was allocated to religious education and thus, the share of the
GDRE n the budget of MNE increased by 68% compared to 20E7 i t i m
I S eAs stdtekl ia theesan2e @epdit,,the MINE, which increased
its share in religious education to 7.7 billion Turkish Liras, allocated almost all of this
resource (96%), which corresponds to 7.32% of its budget, for {Hetip high
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It should be noted that increasing the number, quota, and share of budgets of the

schools in which religious education is given is a very important issue. Because it is

obvious that this situationogs not cover every part of society and results in the

religionization of society. Nevertheless, and therefore, many new arrangements and
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incentives have been made regarding the education and training of the Islam religion

during theJDPgovernment, whiclmas been continuing since 2002.

To examine the religious education and the impact of religion in education is essential
to highlight the importance of religion in conservatism and to scope the relation
betweenlslamist conservatism and religion in Turkeg a part of this study. It is
observed that religious education in the national education system has been increased
during the administration of tHslamistconservative powers and there have been quite
radical arrangements in terms of religious educat®eligionization andslamist
conservatization are reinforced by many different policies produced in many different
fields.

Moreover, the cooperation of the MNE with religious foundations and associations,

especially thePRA, stands out in this periodVhile no association, foundation,

community or sect should be associated with the national education system, the

structures known to have Islastieferences and known to be close to the power have

had a great number of concessions in the field of natezhalation and have partnered

with the state (AT} RGEV Kur shalkiv.comyro r Ma ak é
13.02.2016, AMEBOden sozcuRBEV® el DeR0 KB b,

T, RGEVOI il e Mi | | Ej i ti m Babkraohdrggr] € Art ek
16.12.2015). News about the collaborations established within this scope are reflected

in the press. Through various arrangementsndiations and associations have been

opened to provide education in schools, and it has been made possible to integrate
foundations and associations into the education system and to establish partnerships

with central admi ni stadei ahtendaki (¥ ak&ht Ve
"dejerl er ej i ti mi’ verecek! o, arsiv.topl ums
contracts between the associations such as
sects such as Nur Cemaat i ,ar ®maamandrtkey ma Ce mi y
MNE were also reflected in the press (AEJ it
Ejitim dejilbitrag dlIRk@2e1B). Withatlsegmtpcols signed with

religious associations and foundations, the MNE prepared the groundwork for the
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religionization of education and signed
Yapéyorumo with the Edtaffired tthedRA. Within a | of
the scope of the protocol, primary and secondary school students were taken to the
mosques for the Religious Culture and Mo
Mefteol &7 ¢ AiDer si mi Cami de Y a @decgnuotr, u mo
16. 04.2019) . Mor eover, President of Reldi
are trying to turn mosques into educational centers, and they will start the application

of Amosque | essonso (ADiyanet dekezéen i B ak
hal i ne get i r rmabgrerk.comd2.642619)0r uz 0 ,

It is seen that in the pe8000 period there were serious transformations in the field of
religious services and national education. Arrangésfen the conservatization of the
education system have increased over the years, and the Ministry of National
Education and the Presidency of Religious Affairs have come forward as the two most
important executives of the studies related to Islam. Bwgttutions are constantly
being rearranged in order to disseminate and clarify conservatism by the state. The
mosque lessons as the last of the studies aimed at making conservatism and Islam
religion more visible in everyday life, in the education sysaewchin the public sphere

has the characteristics of being the last stage of conservatism. With this practice, two
different urban service units, school and mosque, has been intertwined and merged.
Mosque is given the characteristics of a school and sehgolen the characteristics

of a mosque. Developments in the field of religious structures and mosques will be

handled in detail in the following part of the study.

4.12.2.1.1. The Key Role of Mosques as Spatial Representation of Is|aini
Conservatism

Mosques are the most important urban elements of the 2000s used byt [stditigal
power in everyday life to establish dominance and to make its presence visible
physically. As an urban element, the mosques went beyond being an urban equipment
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during the 2000s and turned into structures used in the consolidation and expansion of
Islamistconservatism. The President of Religious Affairs, which is one of the most

important institutions of the period in terms of the disseminationistamist

consey at i sm, Dr . Al Erbak expressed his thoug

follows:

Mosques are not only the places to be prayed, but also where children in the
neighborhood receive religious education starting from a young age. Therefore, there

should & no neighborhood in our citieghich is left without a mosqué i Di y an et

Kkl eri Bakkaneé Erbacxk: Cami | er aa.comtfec e namaz
10.12.2017).

In 15 yearsstarting from2002, 12.080 new mosques wénglt in Turkey, and the
total number of mosques in the country has reached 88.021 in @QC7

Cumhurbakkanl|l éj e Diyanet Kkl eri BThig k anl &

—
(o]l
)]

number is much higher than the number ddgitals and schools in the country. For
example, in the year 2017, the total number of hospitals in Turkey (including public,
private, and university hospitals) was 1518, and the total number of schools was
65.568. Looking at the number of mosques by yealtdbe meaningful in terms of
having an idea about the increase. As seen from Tabkrdund 2000 new mosques

were built in some years. The average nunab@ew mosques per year is 800.

Table 12: Number of Mosquesetween 2002and201{ T. C. Cumhur bakkanl éj é& Diy
é

Bakkanl éj e Strateji Gel i ktir me Bakkanl ] & 2017,
Bakkanl eje 2019)
vears Number of Number of Mosques per
Mosques Thousand People
2002 75,941 -
2007 79,096 1.12
2008 80,053 1.11
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Table 12 (continued)

2009 80,636 1.11
2010 81,984 111
2011 82,693 1.10
2012 84,684 1.12
2013 85,412 1.11
2014 86,101 1.10
2015 86,762 1.10
2016 87,381 1.09
2017 88,021 1.08

According to Article 12 of th&CSR a categorization is made between small mosques,
neighborhood mosqueand masjids. According to the regulation, 250 meters for a
small mosque, 400 meters for a neighborhood mosque, and 150 meters for a masjid is
specified to be appropriate distance. According to the same regulation, approximately
500 meters for a playgroundn outdoor sports field, a family health center, a nursery,

a kindergarten and a primary school functions, approximately 1000 meters for a
secondary school, and approximately 2500 meters for a high school is defined as
appropriate. When constructed ircamdance with the regulation, the mosque will be

the most common equipment in the urban area, which means that even among the

equipment areas defined in the legislation, mosque is in a privileged position.

Another prominent issue within this general fraroekvis that during thelDP
government]slamistconservative ideology has increased its visibility in urban areas
and interferedwith the place through religious structures that transform daily life.
These interventions have been used to dominate the reahge ideology, to
underline the opposition of modern life brought by the Republic, and to make certain
references to the piRepublic periodj.e. Ottoman periodSerter 2018, 249From

this point on, it will be geful to look at relevanmplementations.
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Figure 1. The Presidential Palace (right) and the Millet Mosque (lefthnkara (Source:
baskahaber.org, 06.07.2015)

The Presidential Palace was built as the new administrative center instead of the
¢tankaya Palace in Ankara, which was the admi
the first establishment. The Presidenti al P g
Forest Farm, the most important symbol space of Ankara and the Republic. In addition,

the Millet Mosque was built next to the Palace as a move to consoliddatmest

conservative identity. The area where the palace and the mosque took place is called

asthe Presidential CompléXwith a reference to the Ottoman sphorganization By

building a palace as a center of administration, adding a mosque next to it and by

integrating the palace, which is the administration center dstamistconservative

BACompl exofK¢eWhii yleTiuski sh and aOtstoorkam who @isaliil csd mpni €x 0
an important element of the Ottomsatial organizatiorStarting from the first appearance of Islam,

the complexes that emerged as structures containing many functions integrated with the mosque were

given great importance also in the Ottoman period. According to Turkish Language Society, the

definitonofte compl ex is Awhole of the structmaretes surroundi
a public fountain, a |library, a hospital etc.0 (G¢nece
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ideology, with the mosque, which the ideological representation ofisiaenist

conservative ideology, the mosque is used with a function beyond being equipment.

Figure 2: The North Ankara Central Mosque and Complex in Ankara (Source:
diyanethaber.com.tr, 09.05.2019)

Beyond the representation of conservative ideology in space, the use of the mosque as
an ideological device took place at different scales in this period-\Hsgility iconic
mosques built in many cities of Turkey, and these mosques took their pldee in
urban area as powerful symbolsisitmistconservative ideology. The North Ankara
Central Mosque and Complex is an example of this situation. The Complex is built on

a 65.000rh area with 15.000 people capacity and the biggest congress center of
Turkey*®. However, the complex is constructed without considering the relation with
the settlement areas. Although it was built without considering the relation with the
settlement areas as urban equipment, it has an important point in terms of its location.

Postioning at the entrance of the city of Ankara is of great importance for visibility,

18 Informations about the North Ankara Central Mosque and Complexased from the several
news on the Ankara Metropolitan Municipalityébés wi
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because it refers tiglamistconservatism as the first architectural element seen in the

entrance to the capital city of Turkey.

Similar to the construction of the Northnkara Central Mosque and Complex,

projects where visibility is consideredyere also built inlstanbul The ¢aml éca
Mosque, built on ¢amleéca Hill in I stanbul ,
¢aml éca Mosque i s sttosservdem liseythatNorth Ankdra | s | a mi
Central Mosque and Complex. As mentioned in the earlier chapters of the thesis, the

mosque is located in the center of the city inttlditionalconservativdslamic city

model . However, in the example of the ¢aml éc
and the size of the mosque are beyond the functionality and accessibility of the

mosque.

Figure 3: ¢ a ml é c a inMtardbuyj(8ocarcentv.com.tr, 03.05.2019)

Another example with similar features to the North Ankara Central Mosque and
Compl ex and the ¢amléeca Mosque is the Diyar|l
This mosque, which is given the title of one of Turkey's largest mosquescapacity

of 20.000 people and covers 28.000 area including units such as mytirposed
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hall, car park, exhibition hall, library, museum, teagarfdddi y ar bak ér Mer k¢

Yapt érma Derneji 2018)

Figure4:Di yar bakér Centr al Mosque and Compl ex 1in
diyarbakirmerkezcami.org.tr, 05.04.2018)

One of the big scaled mosque projects is constructed in Turkey's third largest city
Kzmir. The Nevv aMos§ua, builthn KhekgthRercenmal ddtrich of d
Kzmir, has a capacity of 15. 6(NevvapSaliap!| e a
Kkg®°r en VAcdofdiegg taxh® statements of Nurettin Memur, Chairman of the

Board ofNevvar Sali h Kkg°ren Foundation, the
Balkans, the Middle Easand Turkey with 43 meters dome widthit Kz mi r " e 15
ki kil ik c¢amaacomiyRr7al2.20d7).l i yor o,
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Figure5:Nevvar Sali h Kkg?°r e®ourcizaimmsh.goMo,s que i n Kzmir (
30.04.2019)

It appears that during this period, big and flashy mosques are built in the largest cities
of Turkey. It is seen that the mosque element, which is the wqrupof the Islam
religion, is used in the urban area with dominant and high visibility throwggttioned
projects in different cities of the country during tHeP governmentsMosque is no
longer an equipment unit which is used to meet the need of the population living in
settlementdor worship It has become the most important iconic represemtaif

conservative ideology with large projects and higist investments.

Another issue with the mosques is the construction of mosques in university campuses.

Head of Religious Affairs of the period Prof
would be liilt on each university campus and the mosques would be inserted to the

heart of the |ife, the city, and the 1indivi
g e | irgdikal.com.ty 21.11.2014), and Deputy Prime Nter of the period Bekir

Bozdaj states that the presence of mosques
presence of faculties (A0Cami Fak¢l te Kadar
Anl amamakt ér o, m. bi anet. or g, 02e 0B3. 2012) . A

government's approach to universities belong

states in his statement t hat it woul d be mo
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i nstead of the term Auniversityo (ACumhu
desek dah a hugiyercer.tr 05.012016). In this context, the Akdeniz
University Mosque which is built on 35.00¢ axea and mentioned as one of Turkey's

largest domed mosquediyfanethaber.comtr 2 7. 02. 2019) , and Ul
New Mosque which has a capacity of 20.000 people and mentioned as the third biggest
mosque of the country (uuyenicamii.com, 03.05.2019) are the examples fo

understanding the scales of these university mosques.

The mosque for each university project initiated duringhivd government period of

the JDP is valuable as it is an indicator of the conservatization journey of the country.
As universities are thareas where science is being produced and academic life is
maintained, the fact that religious buildings located on university campuses is an
application to differentiate the definition tife university as stated by the important
political figures of tle period. The contributions of universities, which are the fields of
scientific research in the universal sense, to the rational and scientific progress of the

society are also doomed to be left under the influence of religion.

During this period, the mose is also used as aslamist conservative symbol to
organize daily life. One of the most important examples that can be given to the
reconstruction of city centers and daily life with mosques is the demolition of the
Provincial Bank Building, which waa registered building built in 1935 in Ankara,

and the transformation of Hergelen Square into a square with religious references by
Melike Hatun MosqueThe Provincial Bank Building, an important building of the
Republican period, was demolished for theesalka spatial transformation targeted by

a new mosque building although there were many mosques within walking distance.
The square and the surrounding are remodeled with a mosque and a registered building

was demolished to make the new mosque more gisibl
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Figure 6: Melike Hatun Mosquén Ankara(Sourcehakancavusoglu.com, 27.10.2017)

A similar application was carried out with the Taksim Mosque built in Taksim Square

in Istanbul. Taksim Square, which is one of the nmogiortant touristic places of the

city and which has an important place in the history of both the city and the country,
has been transformed into an area where conservatism is built on by building a mosque
at the most visible point of the square. Beyorthg a touristic area, Taksim Square,
which is a public space also densely used by the local people, is chosen for the mosque
project, because it was an appropriate move to increase the dominance of conservative

ideology in space and in daily life.
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Figure 7: Taksim Mosqueén Istanbul(Sourcetr.sputniknews.com, 25.01.2019)

Another issue related to mosqueghe developmenplan process. After 2000, the
conversion of the areas allocated as park area or social equipment area according to
the upper scale plans to the religious facility area with the amendments on the
development plashas frequently seen. Even the park aremsearranged in a way to
include a mosque. It is seen that there are a lot of amendmet#galopmenplans
approved by local governments and central government proposing religious facility
area, and it is observed that the proposed religious fadiigsan these plan changes

are generally obtained by reducing the other types of equipment areas. In this period,
open spaces and green areas in thesaeitere reorganized to build more mosques. A

review on the subject specific stanbultakes place in the next chapter.

To conclude, it is seen that in the p@600 period, the mosque has been used in many
different ways in order to increase the visibilitylsiamistconservatism in the urban

area and to make it dominant in the ideologgense. Space was reorganized by the
power to strengthen the conservatism. Everyday life and urban setup had a character

in whichthe mosque was prioritized:he nosque is now used as a symbol and a tool
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and it went beyond being tgpe of urbanequipmentand a place of worship. The
mosque is now transformed into a symbol with the powé&slamistconservatization

and it is used to make the political Islam visible, popular and consolidated.
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CHAPTER 5

THE CASE STUDY:
MOSQUES IN ISTANBUL

In the previous parts and chapters of the thesis, the coalition of neoliberalism and
Islamistconservatism has been tried to be examined and understood in terms of the
consequences for the cities and the social structure of Turkey. Chapter 5 will
completly focus on Istanbul and what kind of role mosques have in the
conservatization of Istanbul urban area after 2000. Although the data examined in all
the parts of this chapter are divided into different periods, the whole chapter generally
handles the pos2000 period and tries to concretize how space is shaped by the policies

of this period.

5.1. Neoliberallslamist Conservative Urban Policies in Istanbul and the
Essential Role of Mosques in Conservatization of Urban Space

Istanbul is one of the oldesties in the world with thousands of years of history due

to its unique location on the Asian and European continents and its location at the
intersection of important trade routes. Throughout history, Istanbul has always been
the largest market of the Balns, the Black Sea and the Middle H&styder 2000)

Istanbul is located in the northwest of Turkey, surrounded by the Sea of Marmara on

the south and by the Black Sea on the north, and divided along the Bosphorus. Thanks
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to the Bosphorus, Istanbul is an intercontinental city and it contains two sides: the
European side and the Asian side. As it is one of the oldest cities in the world, it had
been the capital of the Roman Empire in the year 330, the capital of the Byzantine
Empire in the year 395 when the Roman Empire lost political and economic power
and divided into two, and the capital of the Ottoman Empire in the year 1453. In
addition, Istanbul was the center of Islam from the year 1517 when the Caliphate
passed to the ttman Empire, to the year 1924 when the Caliphate was abolished.
With the establishment of the Republic of Turkey in 1923, Ankara has been the

country's capital and the capital period of Istanbul has ended.

For the year 195Qhe population of Istanbul i4.166.477, while the population of
Turkey is 20.947.188. In 2015, the population of Istanbul occurred as 14.657.434, and
the population of Turkey became 78.741.053. In 65 years, between the years 1950
2015, the total population of Turkey increased 3.7esjmon the other hand, the
population of Istanbul increased by 12.5 times. With a population of 15.067.724 as of
the year 201§ T, KK , BtGnb iy not only the largest city of Turkey, but also

one of the world's biggesttigs.

Table 13: Populationof Istanbul andrurkeybetween 1990 and 2018T | KK 201 9)

vears Population Ratio of_ the
Istanbul Turkey Populations
1990 7.309.190 56.473.035 12,94%
2000 10.018.735 67.803.927 14,78%
2007 12.573.836 70.586.256 17,81%
2008 12.697.164 71.517.100 17,75%
2009 12.915.158 72.561.312 17,80%
2010 13.255.685 73.722.988 17,98%
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Table 13 (continued)

2011 13.624.240 74.724.269 18,23%
2012 13.854.740 75.627.384 18,32%
2013 14.160.467 76.667.864 18,47%
2014 14.377.018 77.695.904 18,50%
2015 14.657.434 78.741.053 18,61%
2016 14.804.116 79.814.871 18,55%
2017 15.029.231 80.810.525 18,60%
2018 15.067.724 82.003.882 18,37%

The administrative structure of the provincdsténbul has been changed many times
throughout its history and took its final form in 2008. In accordance with the law
numbered 5747 adopted by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey on 06.03.2008
and published in the Official Gazette dated 22.03.200shbstl has 39 districts today.
There is a total of 40 municipalities within the borders including the IMM, and the
total area of the province is approximately 540G.km

Since the 1980s, when neoliberal policies became the dominant economic approach,
Istanbu has been one of the places where the effects of these policies are felt most. In
addition, the fact that the local government has been in conservative political parties
since 1994 has a great impact on the urbanization of Istanbul. As mentionedrearlier i
Chapter 4, the process which has been going on since 1980 has been a period in which
neoliberalism becomes permanent and it increases its intensity gradually, and
conservatism makes itself more visible in daily life and on urban space. In this section,
the local and central policies that shape Istanbul urbanization in the@&period

will be discussed in order to make an analysis of the-20@0 policies of the
neoliberalconservative coalition which strengthened its existence and increased its
visibility between 198@nd2000.
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As an important step for the planningdaurbanization of Istanbul, 1/100.000 scaled
Istanbul Environmental Plan was approved by IMM Council in 2006. Objections to
the plan and lawsuits filed by professional chambers haveibeenclusive and the

plan was reapproved in 2009. This plan is the most important basis that should guide
the urbanization of Istanbul. However, many public institutions making and approving
developmenplans, such as the IMM, district municipalities, tHBA, the IPDEU,

play an important role in the transformation of the Istanbul city macroform in defiance
of the Istanbul Environmental Plan.

Although there is an uppecale plan approved in 2009, many planning activities are
carried out in contradictionith the upper scale plan decisions in Istanbul. The natural,
cultural and historical areas of the city are destroyed by large investments covering
large areas and privileged zoning rights and rent are created with these projects. In the
urban area of Istdmul, the symbols of neoliberabnservative urbanization have
increased in the pe000 period. As a result of the neoliberal policies followed by
Islamist conservative approach, the process of privatization has accelerated, and the
destruction of naturadnd historical areas has increased. Planning has been made a
means of transferring resources to certain groups. In this sense, publicly owned areas
such as ports, hospitals, stadiums, and schools have become tools that will bring high
rent’. Through the artial developmenplans, the values and areas belonging to the
public were allocated to various capital groups with privileges.

Furthermore, in addition to the transformation of public spaces in the city center
regarding to create rent, it is seen that the Northern Forests area, which is a forest

region that has natural resources of the city and which should be protected according

17 For example, privatization of the coastline from public use and opening to privileged construction as

in Galataport and Hal i <lpavned argas with bightlasd, value puemasng t he pu
Istanbul Electric, Tramway, and Tunnel Establishments Garage area, Ali Sami Yen Stadium area,
Bakeérk?®y Ment al and Neur ol ogi cal DHactoey aaie® S Hospital
Meci di yek?©®y L req to@eganstrUetmrg testrugtion af forest areas with projects like

Maslak 1453 Istanbul Airportreplacement of the natural texture with concrete construction as in

Yasséada
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to the upper scale planning decisions, has been destroyed and opened to construction
in this period. Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge, which is also known as'fi&rigge, the

North Marmara Highway, which is the connection road for thBi&dge, and Istanbul

Airport, which is also known as th& \irport, have been damaged the northern part

of the city in a way that cannot be compensated again, a large amount of forests and
trees have been cut down and the rent created by these projects has been shared among
the capital groups close to the government. Moreover, all of these projects contradict
the upper scale plan decisions. This attack on forest areas, which started in the previous
years, did not remain on a small scale in this period, but was carriedoughtprivate
universities, private schoglsind most importantly mega urban projé€tsn this

respect, it is possible to say that the forest areas located in different parts of the city

including the Northern Forests area are used as new capital instsume

Figure 8: An air photograph from the area of Maslak 1453 Project located in Fatih Forest Area

in Saréyer District (Source: twitter.com/ozc

18 For detailed information about mega projects in Istardad,alsavww.megarojeleristanbul.com
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Figure 9: An air photograph from the construction area Isfanbul Airport (Source:
cumhuriyet.com.tr)

During almost 25 years, IMM administration was ruling by HFgimg Islamist
conservative parties and the longest part of this ruling period, 17 yearbanded
by the JDP. The JDP, which also forms the central government, has had a wide range
of movement in the cities where it has also acquired local government and led to the
development of the Istanbul urban area on the neol#oeraervative axis whiclwas

the dominant ideology for 17 years.

Since Istanbul is also one of the most important cities in the history of the Ottoman
Empire, it has undergone a great transformation with nationalist and Ottomanist
references, duringhe JDP period. Beause, Istdoul is the promisedand in the
popular history narrative of Turkish nationalism and Islam{@ora 2000, 61)
According to Bora's quotation, Istanbul, which is portrayed as an Islamic city
according to Islamist thought, is a lost city, because the modernization and
Westernization that came with the foundation of the Republic degenerated Istanbul's

identity. Thedegenerated identity of Istanbul necessitates the reconquest of Istanbul
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in terms of Islamic ideology, and this necessity comes into prominence as a considered

goal by Islamist conservative ideology from the 1950s onw@dsa 2000, 61)

After the WP won the IMM in 1994, Istanbul had an Islamist municipality
administration and changes were made at the spatial, social and cultural levels.
Istanbul's Islamic city identity has been emphasized in every discourse andEuotion
1994 dated words of f or mer Mayor Recep
project to Taksim Square, the most important square of the modern Istanbul, are as

follows:

The key point of Istanbul tourism is that region. Once a person comes to that regio

and sees the (mosque) project, he/she will realize that he/she is in an Islamic city.
Gradually revealing the historical and cultural texture of our city, | think that the
touri st coming to I stanbul wi | | under st a
1994 cited in Bora 2000, 62).

In Istanbul, a city of such importance in terms of Islamist ideology, the conservative
ideology of Islamist rule for 25 years made it possible to shape the city towards the
dream of being an Islamic city. The biggest dilemfoa Istanbul is the overlap
between the dream of the Islamic city and the dream of a global city. However, the
effort for both dreams has never diminished. Moreover, the neolibenakervative
coalition, which makes it possible to make efforts for bathlgy has manifested itself

very efficiently at this point. The Anatolian capital, which gained strength after 1980,
has grown more and more by taking advantage of the opportunities offered by Istanbul,
the global city. In this sense, Istanbul is basicdégigned to provide a large capital

and economic accumulatigBora 2000, 73)The JDP has adopted the global city
project of Istanbul like its antecessors and has continued to work with greater
determination and speefor the realization of this project than any previous
government has shown. One of the main reasons for the concentration of domestic and
foreign investments in Istanbul after 2000 was because of the envisagement of Istanbul

as a global city.

The JDP, with came to power in Istanbul in the 2004 local elections, defined itself

as neoconservative, and defined neoconservatism as a claim for democracy, free
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market economy, and individual libertidgs¥ kt em 20 OEBr, d cHjugdes e v
Istanbul as the showcase of Turkey, and the JDP argues that Turkey's future depends
on the future of Istanbul. In this context, the central government and the local
governments of Istanbul work in great harmony, and besides local governments,

Istarbul has special importance also for the central government.

As noted in the previous parts of this study, the construction and real estate sector in

Turkey has been identified as the driving force after 2000. In relation to this, it is seen

that in the pas2000 period, great importance was given to urban transformation

projects and construction investments in Istanbul. Projects aiming at the
transformation of squatter areas, storage areas, old industrial areas, harbors and

historical station buildings irstanbul city center have increased and the most valuable

areas of the city in natural, historical and cultural terms have been destroyed for the

interests of certain capital groups. Urban transformation and urban regeneration have

become the main stratefiyr urban development. The most striking examples are the
projects carried out in Sulukule and Tarl ab:
were demolished with urban transformation, and the genuineness and authenticity of

the region were destroyed yent ri fi cati on policies. I n Te
neighborhood residents were forcibly evacuated and displacedhdoyurban
transformation. Wi th dozens of projects |ike
been created for certain capital groups,dist the city has been distorted and people

have been left homeless. Urban transformation and urban renewal projects have a great

impact on the urbanization of Istanbul after 2000.
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Table 14: Construction Permits and Occupancyrigs for Istanbul and Turkepetween
20142019( T¢r ki ye

Kst at2019)t i k

Kur umu

2014

According to construciton permits, January

According to occupancy permits, January

December December

Number Number Total Toal Number Number Total Total

number | number number number
of of of of

building | dwellin of of buildin dwellin of of

9 €UNg 1 puilding | dwelling 9 eUNI | puilding | dwelling

for unit for . S for unit for . S

Istanbul Istanbul In unit in Istanbul Istanbul In unitin

Years Turkey Turkey Turkey Turkey
2014 20408 209902 137632| 1014678 14347 141188 123409 766527
2015 19008 193744 122243| 870515 15268 146846| 108893 724331
2016 18998 213526 131848| 986119 15940 158709| 110401 750336
2017 21140 254598 155148| 1323118 16339 160471| 116767 820526
2018 9089 80539 101510| 643125 15881 154740| 123776 870501
2019* 1501 13668 13574 75183 4956 60657 31111 245819

* The data for 2019 are from January to March.

During the period, housing investments and production have accelerated, and housing

supply far exceedethe demand. With gentrification, urban transformation, parcel

based transformation, transfer of public spaces to the private sector, high construction

rights, and large housing projects Istanbul has had the largest share in Turkey's housing

production. Wha the housing production of Istanbul in the last 5 years is examined,

2018 appears as the critical year. The number of building construction permits issued

in 2018 in Turkey decreaség 36.7%, while in Istanbul there has been 57% reduction.

However, everin 2018, Istanbul has the largest share in terms of construction permits

and occupancy permi(sT ¢ r ki y e

Kst at2019)t i k

Kur umu

2014

Another important detail of urbanization in Istanbul is the construction of skyscrapers

and $iopping centers. As of 2016, the number of skyscrapers in Istanbul is 121. In the
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pre-1994 period, only 4 skyscrapers were built, and 117 skyscrapers were built during

JDP central government and | ocal governments
ikti dar énda 83 ki | o mdkenmcent.ti3@.01R0LT).Kleege dadamea r i 6 0 ,

an important indicator of the increasing construction density and decreasing urban

equipment area of Istanbul. Because, urban eqnpareas such as green areas, health

facility areas, education facility areasd disaster gathering areas within the city are

transformed into trade areas, their floor area ratios are increased, and these areas are

used as skyscrapers and shopping nhgligrivatization. In a press statement made by

the Turkey Tradesmen and Artisans Confederation, it is stated that shopping centers,
residencesand skyscrapers were constructed in 416 out of 493 regions designated as

disaster gatheringare@sT ¢ r ki ye Esnaf ve SanatBé&ae | aré Konf
2002, there were 14 shopping malls across the country, but this number has changed

to 114 shopping malls only in 1lstanbul i n
a- ekl and eag,tr, 14.632@18). Adl thése developments also show that the

city has developed without any rational planning approach and it has been organized

in a way to create resources for certain construction companies and capital groups.

Particularly after 2016there has been a significant increase in the opening of the
military areas within the city for construction. The military areas, which are the natural
part of the Northern Forests and are among the limited green areas in the city center,
were transferredo HDA or certain capital groups amgbred for construction.
According to the information provided by the North Forest Defense, 15.7 hectares of
the 17 hectares of military areas in Istanbul constitute a whole with forest areas. There
are 195 military aresawith a total area of 225 million3nl72 of which are in the city

and 23 of which are in the foregtsKk u z ey Or man| ar.éisSearvthah mas é 201
these areas are evaluated in a way to provide rent, like other forest areas, they are
opened to construction and the need for green areas in the city is ignored for this cause.
Moreover, these policies are largely sacrificed for the e&keilding new housing or
commercial areas in the city, even if there is a surplus of production in terms of

housing.
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In fact, the important points of Istanbul's urbanization show that the political party in
power has been determined to support the daggitanent as its primary policy. Urban

space has been used as a means of rent, and even natural areas that had not been used
as a rentnaking tool in the previous periods were offered to the privileged use of
capital groups. These capital groups have gromant aspect. As mentioned in the
previous parts of the thesis, Anatolian capita¢ conservative Islamist capitghined

a great advantage and magnitude after 1980 when trade liberalized, and competition
increased with the effect of neoliberalism. #ht comes to after 2000 period, Islamist

capital groups have achieved quite rapid growith the help of theirlslamist

conservative relationship networks with the ruling party and its staff.

In order to concretize this situation, itisusefultoréfey s ome dat a. When
was established in 1990, the number of members was 12, this number exceeded 1387

in 2000, 2136 in 2004 and 6500 in 201lZr any € | ma z Beiveeh 2013 ahdb 5 )
2016, the number of members i ncrSeKaAsDed by
Kabéna Séj madeéod, sabah. com. tr, 04.05.201
that the common feature of the founders
are based on Islast associations, segtand communities. During the JDP period,
companies of this character did not remain as Anatolian Capital but became a
monopolistic capital Tany é | ma z Theréfdreg} as th& ieprgsentative of this

capital fraction, the JDP has been a ‘facilitator' in geimgra¢nt and gaining income

over Istanbul. Islam and capitalism are brought together in great harmony and in the

social sphere, an Islamist bourgeois class has become visible.

In the urban area of Istanbul, the public has suffered great losses with/dtzation

of public lands, the transformation of reinforcement areas and the destruction of
naturathistoricalcultural areas. Since the projects and construction activities initiated

in these areas are distributed only among certain capital groupsrapdriaes, these
groups and companies have made extraordinary gains during the period of JDP's local
and central administration. Some of outstanding contracting companies and real estate

i nvestment trusts (REI Ts) are AjLamakj | u Gr
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Group, Kolin Group, ¢al ek Holding and
that increased their capital volume by consuming public resources in this period are
not limited to these. There are many more companies or REITs that have undertaken
unlawful, contrary to upper scale plan decisions and-mduiic works in the urban

area of Istanbul. The common feature of these companies and REITs is that they have
no difficulty in getting their share from the urban and rural areas of Istanbul where the
political party in power and local government has sold the city parcel by parcel and
hectare by hectare. In the p@&00 period, which is also called as the JDP period,
neoliberal policies were implemented in a way that would benefit certain capital
groupswith close relationships with the political party in power, and the visibility and

volume of Islamst conservative capital increased.

The second element that comes to the fore after this point is the conservatization of
space by the use of Islashisymbds and structures spatially and culturally. The
creation and dissemination of urban rent in Istanbul after 2000 was at the center of
urban politics, while at the same time the city was surrounded by symbslarofst
conservative ideology. The Islashiconservatism, which has been increasing its
influence with central policies during the JDP rule since 2002, has been equally
effective in shaping the urban area of Istanbul. In this context, mosques seem to stand
out as the most important spatial elementpéarticular, the visibility of mosques in
urban space has increased, and the urban space has been shaped byneosegie

policies.
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Figure 10: A view of the construction of the Taksim Mosque (on the right) in Taksim
Squarestanbul(Sourceyenisafak.com

In this context, the project for the construction of a mosque in Taksim Square, first
voiced by the former mayor of the city,
in 2017. This intervention, which will conservatize the identity of one of the oldest
squares of the city and affect the memory of the space, is one of the most critical

Islamistconservative moves of the pgX200 period.
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Figure 12: Selimiye Mosque in Edirr Figure 11: Mimar Sinan Mosque in
(Source: yapi.com.tr) At akehir (Source

A similar example of giving conservative identity to Taksim Square through the

mosque is the huge Mi mar Sinan Mosque buil't
financial ceners of the city. This mosque is highly criticized in terms of site selection

due to its location in front of the high buildings and it is also criticized for its design

as a replica of Selimiye Mosque, one of the most important works of Mimar Sinan in

Edirne. From this point of view, it is understood that the important thing is not to leave

an original work in terms of the right location and design. As it is important to

reorganize the urban area of Istanbul to hawelsdamist conservative identity,

At akehir, one of the financi al centers of | ¢
with a huge mosqu& not her move took place i n Kadék®y,
the ruling party had the lowest votes. The change inévelopmenplan regarding

the mosque construction on the embankment are
in 2015 and it was stated that the planned mosque will have a base session of 11.232

m? and a capacity of 20.000 people.
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Figure 13 Amodel of Kl € k°y Grand Mosque Projlgtanbbul on t h

(Source: hurriyet.com.tr)

The change in théevelopmenfplans proposing the conversion of green area and

sports area to mosque area was approved by the Ministry of Environment and
Urbanization on 02.11.2015 and the area was converted into a mosque area. It was
stated by the for mer Meayoplacesofworshpdnéhe® y t |
i mmedi ate vicinity of the area, and the
reht eéma cami onayl andeo, hurriyet.com. tr
post2000 period, mosques are more than meeting the foeevorship but are used

as an intervention tool for the identity of the urban space. Considering a mosque
project of this scale to the highly vis
important example of the transformation of the space in the aixislamist

conservatism.

The most important example of this period in terms of establishing an ideological

hegemony through mosques is the undoubt ec
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about ¢amléca Mosque was gi v eitwillbeusefulhe pr evi ol
to mention in this section as wel/. Because
is the symbol work of the ruling party. In 2013, the Minister of the Environment and

Urbanization of the period,s Efradro]jtame By mladd :

Mosque
The purpose of creating a mosque in ¢amléca i
period of JDP (AErdojan Bayraktar: A¢caml éca
haber.sol.org.tr, 20.02.2013).

Figure14: ¢ a ml € c a Miartw(Boercet mv.com.tr)

The ¢amleca Mosque, whiJoPhhas ascapachyef 66.g0thb ol wor k
people with an area of 15.00¢ and it is constructed by excavating 1 milliod of
excavation of &oaanfalsiccarédHi lh ,t wédiehampl e of th

YAl so see for the information about the architectur
"tartékmal é' sé: ¢aml éca Camii o, h¢egrriyet.com. tr, 02.
Engineer Dojan Hasol comment s Itwas a structure dhatlcalld a Mo sque a
attract attention with its dimensional size. The traditional approach to site selection is that the mosque

is in the middle of the urban settlement. But the cho
inthe samg esour ce, Master Architect Engineer Dr. Dojan T
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Mosque, it is seen that the visibility and the size of the mosque are beyond the
functionality and accessibility of the mosque. As it is understood from this point, the
mosque has been reduced to an ideological and iconic structure rather than meeting

the need of masses for worship.

The construction of new mosques was not the only factor in the conservatization of
Istanbul's urban area. Istanbul, which has a historhafidands of years and where
civilizations of different religions existed throughout history, has many historical and
cultural monuments that are also under protection. Although these works are not
limited to mosques, which are the places of worship ofiistdigion, in January 2019,

the IMM Council decided to revive the 12 historical complexes, masgjidbmosques

i n Beyojl u, Fatih and | sk¢dar di stricts
choosing the ones that have priority of protection among tfierefht structures
belonging to different periods of the city, those who were the worship places of Islam
religion such as the complex, mosque and masjid were prioritized. This practice also
stands out as an application to increase the visibility of Islaetigious facilities in

the urban area of Istanbul.

In addition to building new mosques and reviving old mosques, the conversion of non
wor ship areas into worship areas as in t
issue. Especially, there are mamamples in which urban green areas and park areas

are converted into worship areas. Moreover, open and unstructured areas such as green
spaces and park areas are of great importance in cities with dense construction such as
Istanbul. It is even worse fdné population living in the region to convert these urban
equipment areas into mosques, which are different types of equipment, and open them
for construction. In this sense, as an example, the following are aimed at converting

the areas reserved as greeeas according to the upper saeelopment plaminto

mosque areas by meansdivelopment plachanges or rearranging green areas to

protected as green area according to the decisions of the aeveldpment plais hastily constructed
without social consensus.
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include mosques. The examples related to this subject are as follows and the result of

the legal proceedings relatadthese examples is not known:

-Arrangement of the park area in the neighbo
natur al protected area in | ske¢dar, |l stanbul
Ca mi O larkitgra.com,,17.10.2014)

- Adding religiousf aci | ity area to G°ztepdstakbalr k | ocat e
(AG°ztepe Parkebdbnda camiye onay -ékteo, hurr
-Arrangement of the children's park | ocated
District, Istanbulas a mosque ame ( A ¢ oc uk par ke cami ol acak?o
14.01.2015)

-Addition of religious facility area to Eyg¢p
in Istanbul( iKstanbul '"da bir park daha cami ve ka

a-él deo, gazezalemmad)i f est o. com,

In this section, the findings conveyed after the findings of neoliberal urbanization are

examples to concretizelamistconservatism in the urban area and are important for

understanding the domination of an Islatfiabric in the city. Whatd aimed here is

to create conservative areas on urban space rather than creating areas that meet the

worship needs of the Muslim population in the city. The thoughts expressed by Recep
Tayyip Erdojan, the Mayor of | Mdddagain 1994, f o
by Erdojan, who is the President of the coun
t hat |l stanbul i s actually Al sl ambol 0. ( AE
haber.sol.org.tr, 16.03.2019). Istanbul has been shaped by policies aimeeeesimcr

the spatial visibility of Islangt conservatism in 25 years. From 1994 to 2019,

discourses and actions aimed at conservatizing the urban space continued consistently.

After 2000, neoliberalization and Islamization of the urban space were intertwined
Istanbul. The green areas and forests of the city have been destroyed wotierdet

projects and mega projects, privileged benefits were provided to capital groups close
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to power, urbanization policies, which contradict rational and scientifimapp and
democratic values, were followed bgvelopment plamand parliamentary decisions
produced by public institutions which primarily should work for the public interest.
Planning discipline was ignored with practices contrary to the upper scale plan
decisions and the city developed far from planned development. It is easily understood
from the mosqu@riented policies that the needs of the different segments living in
Istanbul, which has a population of more than 15 million, are not cared. In order t
understand the conservatization that has occurred in the urban area of Istanbul, it will
be useful to make a detailed examination of the mosques. In the following parts of this
chapter, analyzes will be conducted in Istanbul in the context of mosqurespost

2000 period, and the impact of mosques, which are the most important spatial elements

of conservatism, in shaping the urban area on the conservative axis will be examined

5.1.1. Mosques as an Urban Equipment

As mentioned in Chapter 4, mosqu@e urban equipment areas. According to Article
5 of the RCSP, which is under the title
mosques are included under the title of social infrastructure with the uses such as

education and health facilities, sqas and playgrounds.

According to information from thd’residencyof Religious Affairs, distribution

according to the number of mosques in Turkey and in Istanbul are as follows:
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Table 15: Number of Mosquem Istanbuland Turkeybetween 1992 and 2018

Years Istanbul Turkey Years Istanbul Turkey
1992 2.174 68.203 2006 2.889 78.608
1993 2.180 68.675 2007 2.944 79.096
1994 2.203 69.523 2008 3.006 80.053
1995 2.264 70.213 2009 3.032 80.636
1996 2.354 71.293 2010 3.087 81.984
1997 2.596 72.419 2011 3.113 82.693
1998 2.689 73.772 2012 3.190 84.684
1999 2.692 74.354 2013 3.223 85.412
2000 2.691 75.002 2014 3.269 86.101
2001 2.712 74.856 2015 3.317 86.762
2002 2.775 75.941 2016 3.356 87.381
2003 2.787 76.445 2017 3.403 88.021
2004 2.828 77.151 2018 3.446 88.681
2005 2.855 77.777

According toFigure 15 and 1,&he change in the number of mosqurelstanbuland

Turkeyby years is as follows:
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Figure 16. Change in the number of Mosques in Turkeyween 1992 and 2018

It is seen in the graphs generated using the data in Tabtat change in the number

of mosques in Turkey between the years 12028 has shown a steady increase,

124



except for 2001. The number of mosques in Istanbul has increased every year, with
the highest increase between 1996 and 1997. Following this gentxalddtailed
analysis will be provided in the following sections.

5.1.1.1. Examination ofDevelopment PlanAnnouncements of Public Institutions
Proposing Mosques

Urban planning legislation in Turkey enters the jurisdiction of many agencies and
organizatons. However, the basic law in this field is the Zoning Law numbered 3194,
which was published in the Official Gazette dated 09.05.1985 and numbered 18749
and entered into force. In this law and its related regulations, the physical plan
hierarchy and thauthorities and obligations related to the construction and approval

of these plans are determined.

I n Article 6 of the Law numbeDeeepmdnt 94 ti tl ec

Plarsi Pl anni ng Hi erarchyo, it is stipulated as

Plans can bedae as f Regi onal Pl ansdo and fnDevel opmer
scope and objectivedDevelopment plasm are prepared as "Master Plans" and
"Implementation Plans". Implementation plans, if necessary, can be made in stages.

According to this provisiongdevelopment plasare prepared in two different ways:
Master Plan and Implementation Plan. In addition, according to Article 6 of the RCSP
published in the Official Gazette dated 14.06.2014 and numbered 29030, which is

included in the planning legislati@tates the following:

Spatial plans are prepared as Spatial Strategy Plans, Environmental Plans and
Development plasin terms of their scope and objectives. Accordingly, the planning
levels consist of the Spatial Strategy Plan, the Environmental PlaMatster Plan

and the Implementg Plan, respectively.

According to this provision, the levels of the plan types are determined.

Another related regulation in the Law numbered 3194 is the Article 8. This article
stipulates the following:
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Development plasonsist of Master Plan and Implement®lan. If applicable, the
master plan and implementatidavelopment plasnof the places within the municipal
boundaries shall be prepared or made by the relevant municipalities by ensuring
compliance with the regiongdlan and environmental plan decisions. It goes to
validness by being approved by municipal council. These plans shall be announced
simultaneously for one month at the places of announcement determined by the mayor
and on the web pages of the related adstrations as of the approval date. Plans can

be appealed within a ofmeonth announcement period. The municipal council
examines the objections and plans sent to the municipal council by the mayor within
fifteen days and makes a final decision.

Article 33 of the RCSP on the same subject provides the following provision:

The environmental plans adévelopment plasshall be posted on the announcement
places determined by the administrations and posted on the web pages of the
administrations to be visible teveryone for a period of thirty days within fifteen
working days at the latest after the approval.

As it can be understood from these provisionsdteelopment plasapproved by the
approval institutions shall be announced in the announcement place®lanqhges
of the related administrations for a period of one month. This period is the period given
to the public in order to be informed by the announced plans and to submit objections.

Within this scope, in this part of the study, the plans approvebebiyvo most active
institutions in terms of planning of the city of Istanbul, the Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality (IMM) and the Istanbul Provincial Directorate of Environment and
Urbanization (IPDEU), from 2015 to June 2019 will be examined in terms of
proposing mosque as a place of worship or religious facility. These planning studies
carried out independently of the upper scale decisions of the 1/100.000 scaled Istanbul
Environmental Plan, which came into force after being approved in 2009, arabf gre
importance for understanding the changes taking place in the urban area.

5.1.1.1.1 Development PlanAnnouncements of the Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality between 20152019

In accordance with Article 8 of Law numbered 3194, IMM announcedethelopment

plans approved by the Municipal Council on its websitistanbul Metropolitan
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Municipality 2019) The documents of the plans that have been approved and
announced since October 2004 are archived on the webslie aévelopment plan
announcement. Within this archive, a period of approximately 5 years starting from
2015 will be examined. The general situation regarding the plans that have been

approved and suspended from 2015 until June 2019 is as follows:

Table 16: Number of plangpproved and announced by IMM between 20049 (Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality 2019)

Years | 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Months
January 26 51 49 76 42
February 46 25 43 17 29
March 48 35 37 75 66
April 32 37 67 28 87
May 28 33 33 45 21
June 30 38 65 9 12
July 19 28 27 47 -
August 37 6 41 29 -
September 18 22 19 19 -
October 56 38 44 47 -
November 40 28 25 28 -
December 39 45 32 22 -
Total 419 386 482 442 257

To start with the datan Table 6 regarding the 2015 plans, as understood from the
IMM archive, a total of 419 plans were approved and announced by the Municipal
Council in 2015. Among these plans, 4 out of 26 plans approved in January, 2 out of
46 plans approved in February, 5 out ofpfl@ns approved in March, 5 out of 32 plans
approved in April, 3 out of 28 plans approved in May, in June 1 out of 30 approved
plans, 5 out of 19 approved in July, 1 out of 37 approved in August, 1 out of 18
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approved in September, 5 out of 56 in Octobeytof 40 approved in November and

2 out of 39 plans approved in December offer mosques. In 2015, 40 of the 419 plans
approved and announced in 2015 have identified new mosque areas in the urban area
of Istanbul.

When the year 2016 is analyzed, it is st 386 plans were approved and announced

by the Municipal Council during the year. Of these plans, 4 out of 51 approved in
January, 4 out of 25 approved in February, 1 out of 35 approved in March, 5 out of 37
approved in April, 3 out of 33 approved in & June 7 out of 38 approved plans, 2

out of 28 approved plans in July, 2 out of 6 approved plans in August, 4 out of 22
approved plans in September, 7 out of 38 approved plans in October, 3 out of 28
approved plans in November and 2 out of 45 plansoaepr in December offer
mosques. In total, 44 mosques out of 386 plans approved and announced in 2016 have

identified new mosque areas in the urban area of Istanbul.

For the year 2017, 482 plans were approved and announced by the Municipal Council
during tre year. Among these plans, 6 out of 49 plans approved in January, 7 out of 43
plans approved in February, 4 out of 37 plans approved in March, 11 out of 67 plans
approved in April, 10 out of 33 plans approved in May, in June 7 out of 65 approved
plans, 4 at of 27 approved in July, 7 out of 41 approved in August, 19 out of 19
approved in September, 2 out of 44 in October, 6 out of 25 approved in November and
7 of the 32 approved in December suggest new places of worship as mosque. New
mosque areas were idémed in Istanbul urban area with 70 out of 482 plans that were

approved in 2017.

When the year 2018 is examined, it is seen that 442 plans were approved and
announced by the Municipal Council during the year. Among these plans, 17 out of 76
approved in dnuary, 1 out of 17 approved in February, 13 out of 75 approved in
March, 5 out of 28 approved in April, 6 out of 45 approved in May, 2 out of 9 approved,

7 out of 47 approved in July, 1 out of 29 approved in August, 4 out of 19 approved in
September, 4 dwf 47 approved in October, 2 out of 28 approved in November and 1
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of the 22 plans approved in December proposes mosque. New mosque areas were

identified in the urban area with 63 out of 442 plans approved and announced in 2018.

When the first half of 208 is examined, it is seen that 257 plans were approved and
announced by the Municipal Council during the 6 months in question. Among these
plans, 8 out of 42 plans approved in January, 9 out of 29 plans approved in February,
12 out of 66 plans approved harch, 10 out of 87 plans approved in April, 1 out of

21 plans approved in May and none of the approved plans in June suggests mosque.
In total, 40 of the 257 plans announced and approved in the first half of 2019 identified

new mosque areas in the urbaeaa

From January 2015 to June 2019, a total of X#8@&lopment plaswere approved by

the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. A total of 257 of the 19B&elopment plam
proposes mosque. With 13% of the plans approved since 2015, new mosque areas have
been proposed in urban areas independent of the upper scale plans and in addition to

those proposed by the upper scale plans.
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Table 17: Distribution ofdevelopment plasofIMM including mosque by years and by
districts of Istanbu{lstanbul Metropolitan Municipality 2019)

District Name | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | , 2019 Total
(until June)

Adalar - - - - - -
Arnavut|1l 2 8 4 1 16
At akehi]| - - 3 1 2 6
Avcél ar| - 1 1 - 2 4
Bajcél a|2 2 2 2 2 10
Bah-eli]- 2 1 - 1 4
Baker k°|2 1 - - - 3
Bakakke|2 - 1 - 1 4
Bayramp|1l - 1 1 3
Beki kt all - 1 2 - 4
Beykoz - - 1 - 2 3
Beyl i kd|1 - 1 - - 2
Beyoj !l uf - 1 - - - 1
Beyeok-el - 2 2 - 1 5
¢atal call 2 2 1 1 7
¢Cekmek?©°|3 - 2 - 1 6
Esenler 1 - - - - 1
Esenyurt 1 1 2 1 2 7
Eyé¢psull]3 2 2 4 1 12
Fatih - - 1 3 1 5
Gaziosm - 1 - - - 1
G¢egngor el - 2 - 1 - 3
Kadék°oy|l - 2 - - 3
Kaj ét hal - 1 2 1 - 4
Kartal 4 5 2 3 3 17
K¢-¢k-e|l6 2 2 - 1 11
Maltepe 2 2 4 1 1 10
Pendik 1 3 4 9 3 20
Sancaktepe 2 1 3 6 5 17
Saréyer]| - 1 1 1 - 3
Silivri 1 1 2 2 1 7
Sultanbeyli - 1 2 - - 3
Sultangazi - 1 2 2 - 5
kil e - 3 1 1 1 6
Ki kIl i - 1 1 2 - 4
Tuzla - 2 4 4 2 12
' mrani y|2 - 4 4 3 13
i sk¢gdar] - - - 1 2 3
Zeytinburnu 2 1 3 6 - 12
Total 40 44 70 63 40 257
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It would be useful to look at the distribution of the plans approved by IMM according

to districts. In Tablel7, it is seen that most mosque was proposed in the district of

Pendik. However, it is not correct to say that the number of plans and the number of

mosques is equal. Because these plans include also holistic plans that are not based on

parcels, it can bsaid that new mosque areas have been created more than the number

of pl ans suggesting mosque area. For exampl e
the area in Pendi k District, |l ocated between
announced between 19.201617.11.2016, within the boundaries of the plan, a total

of 952.1 hectares of planning work has been carried out and 33 separate places of

worship (mosques) have been organized as understood from the plan sheets. In the

following parts of the chapter,ethiled analyzes related to Pendik district will be

included in the section where spatial asatyare performed.

5.1.1.1.2DevelopmentPlan Announcements of the Istanbul Governorship
Provincial Directorate of Environment and Urbanization between 2015019

Istanbul Provincial Directorate of Environment and Urbanization announces the

development plas approved by the Ministry of Environmteand Urbanization in

accordance with Article 8 of Law numbered 3194 on its welfsikes t an b u | Val il i]j
¢evre ve kehirci |l Th&doduentsgf the plansithatihave Begrd )

approved and announced since August 28fel archived on the website of the

development plamnnouncement. Within this archive, a period of approximately 5

years starting from 2015 will be examined. The general situation regarding the plans

that have been approved and suspended from 2015 ureiPD19 is agiven in Table

17.

Unlike the plans approved by IMM, most of the plans approved and announced by the
IPDEU, which is a directorate of thdEU, are holistic plans. New residential areas

are established, and the existing residential areaseang bestructured within the
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scope of urban transformation studies. In this context, it can be said that the MEU, the

central government unit, does not differ much frive local government unit IMM.

Table 18: Number of plans approved by MEU and announced by IPDEU between 2014

2019( Kstanbul Valiliji ¢evre ve kehircilik
YeAS | o015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019
Months
January 1 3 5 6 4
February 4 8 4 4 8
March 7 4 9 3 5
April 7 5 9 3 9
May 6 4 8 6 5
June 9 9 4 9 3
July 9 0 5 6 -
August 7 7 9 5 -
September 5 6 7 10 -
October 6 7 4 5 -
November 13 10 2 10 -
December 4 8 8 7 -
Total 78 71 74 74 34

When the planapprovedn 2015 are examined, it is seen that the only plan approved

in January, 2 out of 4 plans approved in February, 2 out of 7 plans approved in March,
3 out of 7 plans approved in April, 6 in May 2 of the 9 plans approved in June, 4 of the
9 plans approveaiJuly, 3 of the 7 plans approved in August, 2 of the 5 plans approved

in September, 6 approved in October 2 of the plans, 7 of the 13 plans approved in
November and 2 of the 4 plans approved in December offers mosques. In total, 33
mosques out of 78 plamgere approved and announced in 2015 and new mosque areas

were identified in the urban arealsfanbul
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Secondly, when the plans announced in 2016 are examined, it is seen that 2 out of 3
plans approved in January, 3 out of 8 plans approved in Feb&iaryt, of 4 plans
approved in March, 3 out of 5 plans approved in April, in May 1 out of 4 plans
approved in June, 3 out of 9 plans approved in June, 3 out of 6 plans approved in
August, 1 out of 6 plans approved in September, 1 out of 7 plans approveiole

in November 1 of the 10 plans approved and 1 of the 8 plans approved in December
recommend mosque. There are no plans announced in July. In total, new mosques were

identified in the urban area with 21 out of 70 plans approved and announced in 2016.

Looking at 2017, 2 out of 5 plans approved in January, 1 out of 4 plans approved in
February, 5 out of 9 plans approved in March, 1 out of 10 plans approved in April, 8

out of 8 plans approved in May 2, none of the 4 plans approved in June, 1 of the 5
plans approved in July, 6 of the 9 plans approved in August, none of the 7 plans
approved in September, 3 of the 4 plans approved in October, None of the 2 plans
approved in November and 2 of the 8 plans approved in December offer mosque. In
total, 23 plas out of 74 plans approved in 2017 identifies new mosque areas in the

urban area.

When the year 2018 is examined, it is seen that 2 out of 6 plans approved in January,
1 out of 4 plans approved in February, 1 out of 3 plans approved in March, none of the
3 plans approved in April, 2 out of 6 plans approved in May 3 of the 9 plans approved
in June, 3 of the 6 plans approved in July, 2 of the 5 plans approved in August, 2 of
the 10 plans approved in September, none of the 5 plans approved in October 4 of the
10 plans approved in November and 4 of the 7 plans approved in December propose
mosque. In total, with 24 of the 74 plans announced and approved in 2018, new

mosque areas were identified in the urban area.

Finally, when the first half of 2019 is examinedis seen that 34 plans have been
approved and announced during the 6 months. Among these plans, 1 out of 4 plans
approved in January, 3 out of 8 plans approved in February, 2 out of 5 plans approved

in March, and none of the plans approved in April, Mag June, suggest mosques.
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In total, with 6 out of 34 plans that were approved and announced in the first half of

2019, new mosque areas were identified in the urban area.

From January 2015 to June 2019, a total of 331 plans were approved by the MEU for

a period of 4.5 years. 107 of the 331 plans propose new mosques. With 32% of the
plans approved since 2015, new mosque areas have been proposed in the urban area
independent of the upper scale plans and in addition to thogesg by the upper

scale plans.

Table 19: Distribution ofdevelopment plasiof MEU including mosque by years and by
districts of Istanbu{ Kst anbul Valiliji ¢evre ve kehircil

District Name | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 2019 Total
(until June)
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Table 19 (continued)

Pendik

Sancaktepe

Saréyer

Silivri

Sultanbeyli

=
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kil e
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1| =R
1| ===
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Total

21 24 2

BN [F]

=
o
(o]

However, it is often to see in the MEU announcements that there are many plans

announced

mor e

t han

once.

For

forward as the district wherEl plans offering the highest number of mosque areas,

the number of different plans announced in 11 announcements is actually 3. Therefore,

it would be useful to consider this information when reading MEU data and no spatial

analysis will be performed img district.

5.1.1.2. Spatial Analysis of Mosques by Years

The spatialization of the quantitative data obtained in the previous parts of the study is

of great importance in terms of seeing the place of mosques in the organization of

Istanbul urban space. For this reason, this section will include the spatializitie

data obtained from IMM, PRA, Chamber of City PlandstanbulBr a n c h

and Pendik Mufti Office (PMO). As mentioned before, the situation of Pendik district,

which is prominent in IMM announcements, will be mentioned in detail. Only the

studies related to the current sation are included in the anagssrelated to Istanbul.

Because

t he

nf or mat i

on

obt ai

ned

exampl e, al t ho
(CCPKB),
from | MM, P

analyze spatiality for the current situation and there is no spatial data for previous

yeas.
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The number of mosques in Istanbul is 3446 as of 2018 according to the current
situation data. According to Figui&, the distribution of mosques throughout the city

Is concentrated in Fatih. The Historical Peninsula, where Fatih district is locatieel, i

region that the Ottoman Empire used as the center, and it is usual that the most religious
structure is located in this region. Ap a
stand out as regions where the number of mosques is concentratedalBoisi@amal,

because it is seen that the residential areas in Istanbul were concentrated in the region
which could be defined as the fAhistorica
defined as the historical core, was established in three maimsedie® historical
peninsula on the ,BundoBegwon] sudeh KahaeahO Oyt
peninsula, and | sk¢dar and Kadék%°y on t hi

In addition to the spatial representation of the mosques created within the scope of this
secton, the analysis also includes service impact areas determined as 400 meters
according to Article 12 of the RCSP | oca
Following the general view covering the provincial borders, the spatial distribution of
mosquesalong with their service impact areas will be closely examined in order to
provide clearer information about the current situation. Fig8rehbws the service

impact areas of existing mosques according to the relevant legislation.

As another demonstratipan analysis focusing on the city center, which includes
mosques and service impact areas, is used. According to FRjuhede are overlaps

across Istanbul in terms of mosque service delivery in many areas where settlement
and construction are conceatied. These overlaps are not limited to the districts of

Fati h, Beyoanldu ,h K aldsékke®dyar but i ndicate that
than needed throughout the city.

In the following pages, with Figusd 7, 18 and B, the current status of mosquesla

service impact areas throughout Istanbul are given.
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Figure 17: Spatial distribution of mosques in Istanbul as of 2018
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Figure 18 Spatial distributiorand service impact areas of mosques in Istaabuf 2018

Versionl
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Figure 19: Spatial distribution and service impact areas of mosques in Istanbul as df 2018
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5.1.1.2.1. Pendik District as a Subscale Sample

As mentioned in the previous parts of this chapter, Pendik was the prominent district
in the examinations regarding tdevelopment plasmiannounced in the IMM between
20152019. Pendik district is worth exploring because it is not one of the historical
core districts of Istanbul. In this section, after brief information about the settlement
history of Pendik districthe spatial analysis will be given.

Pendik is adjacent to Tuzla in the east, Sultanbeyli in the north, Kartal in the west and
theMarmaraSea n t he sout h. The district has an
has a coastline of 7.5 k(Rendik Belediyesi 2019Fendik is located in a region with

an improved land and sea transport links, close to the outer border of the Istanbul

Metropolitan area (Figur2l).

After the conquest of Istanbul by the Ottoman Empire, Turks from Anatolia came to
settle and establishedllages in Pendik. Due to the ongoing struggle during the War

of Independence, the population of Pendik has decreased considerably. The present
demographic structure has emerged with the migrations it has taken from different
periods to the present. Wittihe 1924 TurkeyGreece Population Exchange, the
migration movements from Anatolia as of the 1930s, and the migration from both
Anatolia, Germanyand Balkan countries as of the 1960s, the population of Pendik
reached 235.000 by the 199(%endik Belediyesi 2019)While the population was

4.000 in 1935, witlthe second wave of migration from abroad, it became 14.000 in
1960 and it reached 30.000 in 1970.

Since the 1970s, Pendi ks summeibnsgndace s
cottages on the beach began to be replaced by-stody buildings. With the
implementation of the Great Istanbul Master Plan which was approved in 1980 and
brought new regulations to the industrial development in Istanbul, Pendik's population

of 60.000 reached 235.000 in 1990 and Pendik was separated from Kartal by the Law
numbered 3392 published in the Official Gazette numbered 19507 on 04.07.1987

(Pendik Belediyesi 2019 ransportation routes connecting IstanlmuAhatolia and
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Thrace in the 1990s mostly determined the distribution of residential areas. The

settlement of the immigrant population is located in the west along-thelighway

i n the direBtyoh- ok mAove;él amd i n stthaencegst , it

Mal t epe, Kartal, Pendi k and Gebze. According

the district is 693.599 and Pendik is tiferdost populous district of Istanbul according
to 2018 data (T} KK 2019) .

When the results of the local elections are exahin terms of providing information
about the demographic structure of Pendik, the following table is as follows: the Social
Democrat Populist Party with 31.6% vote rate in 1989, the WP with 30.1% vote rate
in 1994, the VP with 32.2% vote rate in 199% tIDP with 44.2% vote rate in 2004,

the JDP with %43,4 vote rate in 2009, the JDP with 52.9% vote rate in 2014 and the
JDP with 54.7% vote rate in 2019T . C. Y ¢ ks ek SeTheresult8&afr ul u
the local elections are iparallel with the general elections between 1989 and 2019.
While the administration of the district municipality was a political celarmparty
between 1989 and 1994, after 1994, it was transferred to the conservativeimght

WP, the VP and the JDRvhich can be defined as a follayp of each other. For
Pendik, the results of the 198819 local elections are also in parallel with the results

of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. In this sense, Pendik has a demographic

structure suitable for exnination at district scale.

In spatial analysis for the Pendik, periodization is determined according to this
approach: the year 1987 and the period before that year, since Pendik became a district
in 1987, the period between 198000, since the ye®000 was also used as a period

in the previous parts of the thesis, the period after 2000, since the present situation will
also be examined. Accordingly, the satellite images of Pendik district over the years

are as follows:
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Figure 20: Change of settlement area of Pendik District by years (Source: Google Earth)

When the satellite imagery is examined in terms of settlement area development, it is
seen that the district developed on the northeast axis. In g 6instructured area
within the borders of the district remained very small. Data on the delivery of
equipment services will be included in the next section. However, since the distribution
of mosques in Istanbul is examined in the previous sectionuthent situation of the
distribution of mosques in Pendik district borders and spatial analysis of the

distribution of mosques by years will be included.
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Figure 21: Location of Pendik district ihstanbul
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Figure 22: Spatial distribution of mosques in Pendik as of 2018
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Figure 23: Spatial distribution and service impact areas of mosques in Pendik as of 2018
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Figure 24: Spatial distribution of mosques in Pendik by peribdi&rst Period: Before 1987
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Figure 25: Spatial distribution of mosques in Pendik by perioddecond Period: Between
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19872000




Figure 26 Spatial distribution of mosques in Pendik by peribdsird Period: After 2000
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