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ABSTRACT

NOT AL-QUDS, BUT DAMASCUS: PALESTINIAN JIHADISTS OF LEBANON
IN THE SYRIAN WAR (2011 -2017)

Cete, Erman
MA, Department of Middle East Studies
Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Derya Goger Akder
September 2019, 154 pages

Ongoing Syrian War is one of the most important historical event for both the
Middle East and the world in recent history. Regional and international powers with
their proxies has shaped not only Syrian politics, economy, and international
relations, but also neighbors of Syria, such as Turkey, Lebanon, and Iraq, and the
roles of world powers such as the United States of America and Russia. The rise and
threat of transnational jihadist organizations is one of the crucial consequences of the
war, and foreign fighters has become a contentious issue in Western and Arab
worlds. With Syrian War, transnational jihadist course found a new haven, and its
impact is perceived throughout the Middle East. In this respect, Syria’s neighbor
Lebanon has become a fertile ground for jihadist groups and this country’s
Palestinian question has become mor complex. Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon
has emerged as a safe haven for transnational jihadist organizations, and in
particular, for jihadist who have been waging war against the Syrian government.
This study aims to place Palestinian jihadists of Lebanon in the context of

transnational jihad, Syrian War, and Palestinian question inside Lebanon.

Keywords: jihadism, Syrian War, Palestinian question, refugee camps, ISIL
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KUDUS DEGIL, SAM: SURIYE SAVASI’'NDAKI (2011 —2017) LUBNAN’DAN
GELEN FiLISTINLI CIHATCILAR

Cete, Erman
Yiiksek Lisans, Orta Dogu Arastirmalari
Tez Yoneticisi: Dr. Ogr. Gérevlisi Derya Goger Akder
Eyliil 2019, 154 sayfa

Stiregiden Suriye Savasi, hem Orta Dogu hem de diinya i¢in yakin tarihin en 6nemli
tarthsel olaylarindan biridir. Bolgesel ve uluslararas1 giicler, vekilleriyle birlikte,
yalnizca  Suriye’nin  siyasetini, ekonomisini ve uluslararast iliskilerini
sekillendirmekle kalmamais, ayni zamanda Tiirkiye, Liibnan ve Irak gibi komsulariyla
ABD ve Rusya gibi diinya giiclerinin rollerini de yeniden sekillendirmistir. Ulus
Otesi cihat¢1 Orgiitlerin yiikselisi ve tehdit haline gelmesi, savasin en can alici
sonuglarindan birisi olurken, yabanci savas¢ilar hem Bati hem de Arap diinyasi i¢in
tartismali bir konu haline gelmistir. Suriye savasi ile birlikte uluslararasi cihat
kendisine yeni bir mecra bulmus ve etkileri tim Orta Dogu’da hissedilmistir. Bu
baglamda, Suriye’nin komsusu Liibnan cihat¢1 gruplar i¢in verimli bir saha haline
gelmis, tilkenin Filistin sorunu daha karmasiklagsmistir. Liibnan’daki Filistin miilteci
kamplar1 ulus 6tesi cihat¢1 orgiitler, 6zel olarak da Suriye hiikiimetine kars1 savasan
cihatgilar i¢in giivenli bolge haline gelmistir. Bu calisma, Liibnan’dan Suriye’ye
savasmaya giden Filistinli cihatcilar1 ulus 6tesi cihat, Suriye Savasi ve Liibnan’daki

Filistin sorunu baglaminda degerlendirmeyi amagliyor.

Anahtar Sozciikler: cihatcilik, Suriye Savasi, Filistin sorunu, miilteci kamplari,

ISID
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Scope of the study

The Syrian War (2011 - ) is one of the most important turning points for not just
Syria and the Middle East, but also the whole world. Its significance copes with
local, national, transnational, and international levels. Although the Syrian War
demographically and politically reshapes Syria and the Levant, the military aspect
and its function with respect to the global jihadist cause are breakpoints for the
contemporary world system. It attracts wide attention to jihadists around the world,
and it can be compared with the Afghan jihad against the Soviet Union during the
1980s. Rise of Al Qaeda and especially Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is
“a symptom of the broken politics of the Middle East and the fraying and
delegitimization of state institutions,” according to Gerges.' The new jihadist wave,
although it was originated from mainly the US occupation of Iraq and partly the
Syrian War, has spread throughout the world from the Middle East to East Asia,
from Maghreb to Mashreq. Nonetheless, the roots of new jihadist wave adheres to
three pillars in a broad sense: the US hegemony and intervention to the region;
failure of the post-colonial (and the so-called “secular’’) Arab states; liberal economic
policies which strictly sharpened the social antagonisms and the failure of the Arab
states’ integration to the post-Soviet global capitalist economy.” Palestinian question
has been at the heart of the problems of the contemporary Middle East, and in

particular, of Lebanon. Palestinian refugee issue is complicated, and its effects run

! Fawaz Gerges, “ISIS and the Third Wave of Jihadism,” Current History 113, no. 767 (December,
2014): 339-343.

> To understand the contemporary class structure of the Middle East and effects of neoliberal
economic policies on the region, see Adam Hanieh, Lineages of Revolt: Issues of Contemporary
Capitalism in the Middle East (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2013).



through Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, and occupied Palestine. During Lebanese Civil War
(1975-1990) Palestinian refugee camps and Palestinian resistance organizations
played prominent roles, and after the decline of Arab nationalism/Palestinian
nationalism, the same camps has become a hotbed for transnational jihadist
organizations. The Syrian War has both state and non-state actors, and Lebanon is a
bridge and support base for jihadist cause within the context of the Greater Syria. It
is Lebanese and Palestinian jihadists who gave a significant boost to the jihad in
Syria during the war. Hence, the Syrian Jihad is related to Lebanon, Palestinian

refugee camps, and transnational jihad network.

This study will try to answer the following questions: Who are these Lebanese-
Palestinian jihadists? What are their impacts on Syrian War? What motives do they
have to wage jihad against Bashar al-Assad in Syria, instead of, fighting in occupied
Palestine against Israel, or American forces in Iraq, Jordan, and Qatar? Which socio-
economic conditions have forced Palestinian camp residents to become transnational
jihadists? These questions and answers to them are the most important aspect of the

Palestinian intervention of the Syrian jihad.

In order to understand transnational jihad inside Palestinian camp and its role in the
Syrian War, this study will trace the roots of modern jihad in the Middle East, in
particular will focus on the Salafist tradition which emerged during the decline of the
Ottoman Empire, Islamist movements in the Middle East in the 20th century, and
look at the invention of international jihad, in Afghanistan. The first chapter excludes
influental jihadist ideologues of Asia, such as al-Mawdudi, and restrains itself within
the context of the Arab world. After the first chapter, the Syrian War will be
examined in context of ideological decline of Arab nationalism, and economic
policies of the successive Syrian governments. It covers the rise of Al Qaeda and the
US invasion of Iraq, and evaluate the jihadist cause within the context of US policy
towards the Middle East. Although the Syrian War continues, and Syria’s Idlib
province is one of the main hub for transnational jihad, the study will be limit itself

from the start of the Syrian crises to the demise of the so-called Islamic State, in



2017. Plus, the study excludes Iran-affiliated groups and Hezbollah, and focuses on
“Sunni” groups. In the third chapter, after a reminder about the roots of Palestinian
question and Lebanon politics, history of and situation in Palestinian refugee camps

and Palestinian jihadist groups inside Syria will be mentioned.

The study particularly focuses on the Lebanese-Palestinian jihadists profiles and
experiences during the Syrian jihad, and examines their motives with respect to
broader Middle East politics and the significance of Lebanon and Syria for the global
jihadist current. For this purpose, it briefly looks at the Arab-Israel question in its
historical context, and Palestinian refugee problem which sharply changed the
Lebanese political landscape throughout decades. Lebanese Islamist circles are
operating for years in Lebanon and Palestinian camps, and these camps are very
important tools in the hand of global jihadist current, not just for Lebanon or the
Greater Syria, but also for other regions such as Afghanistan. Therefore, we need to
examine the evolution of Palestinian camps in Lebanon and to understand the

reasons behind Islamism within those camps.

This study will also focus on Lebanese-Palestinian jihadist militants in Syria in a
greater political and economical context of post-Cold War Middle East, Syria, and
Palestinian camps in Lebanon. It will connect the rise of the new jihadist wave and

the Syrian jihad to the failure of both post-Soviet world order and the “Arab Spring.”

The Syrian War is a juxtaposition of both local, national, regional, and international
shake and especially related with the so-called “Arab Spring” issue. In some manner
it has similarities to the Tunisia and Egypt “springs,” but on the other hand, the
armed rebellion against the state and its resemblance of “proxy war” is related with
Libya and Yemen examples. At the end of the day, Syria is a playground for major
powers like the USA, Russia, France, the UK, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, and Qatar.
Also, the jihadist movement made its own support bases in those countries,
especially the US’ allies like Gulf countries, and Turkey. Hence, jihadist movement

become a transnational phenomenon in two ways: First, it transformed the Greater



Syrian soil as a jihad-land; and second, it literally tries to erase national boundaries
within the Middle East. The most shocking example of this was ISIL’s media wing
release with pictures which claiming “The End of Sykes-Picot,” at the 100th

anniversary of infamous Sykes-Picot Agreement.’

Still, one estimation in 2015 suggests that hotbeds for jihadist recruitment are in the
Middle East and North Africa regions.* The approximation for the Middle East was
8,240, and for the North Africa it was 8,000, respectively. In another research, Zelin
states that the foreign jihadist elements penetrated into Syria mostly belonged to the
nationalities of the neighbors’ of Syria, “namely Lebanese, Iraqis, Palestinians, and
Jordanians, many of whom previously fought U.S. forces in Iraq.” The same
research also points out that those jihadists mostly infiltrate to Syria from either
Lebanon or Turkey. In addition to this fact, Al Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawabhiri
called “Sunni Muslims in Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, and Jordan to help the Syrian

jihadists” against Syrian government.®

The main branch of Al Qaeda in Syria, at once, was Nusra Front (Nusra literally
means “Victory”) and the group grew stronger due to the support of the jihadist

elements from Lebanon.” Those Lebanese militants were not just “Lebanese”; they

? James Miller, “Why Islamic State Militants Care So Much About Sykes-Picot?,” Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, May 16, 2016, https://www.rferl.org/a/why-islamic-state-cares-so-much-about-
sykes-picot/27738467 . html.

* “Foreign Fighters: An Updated Assessment of the Flow of Foreign Fighters into Iraq and Syria,” The
Soufan Group, December, 2015, http://soufangroup.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/TSG ForeignFightersUpdate3.pdf.

> Aaron Y. Zelin, “Foreign Fighters Trickle into the Syrian Rebellion,” The Washington Institute, June
11, 2012, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/foreign-fighters-trickle-into-the-
syrian-rebellion.

6 Jason Burke, “Al Qaeda leader Zawahiri urges Muslim support for Syrian uprising,” The Guardian,
February 12, 2012, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/feb/12/alqaida-zawahiri-support-syrian-

uprising.

7 Nasser Chararah, “Salafist Factions on Rise at Palestinian Camp in Lebanon,” 4/ Monitor, March 13,
2013, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/03/ain-al-hilweh-looming-
battle.html#ixzzSXWbt9hAn; Mona Alami, “The Impact of the Syria Conflict on Salafis and Jihadis
in Lebanon,” Middle East Institute, April 18, 2014, https://www.mei.edu/publications/impact-syria-
conflict-salafis-and-jihadis-lebanon.




literally grew in Palestinian camps in Lebanon and were radicalized by both Afghan
and Iraq wars, and also factionalist struggle within both Lebanon and Palestinian
camps. They signify a complex situation which is intertwined with Palestinian

question, global jihad, Lebanese domestic politics, and economic conditions.

Firstly, Palestinian question occupies a certain place for Syria, particularly for Assad
governments. According to the United Nations, over 550,000 Palestinian refugees
registered in Syria in 2017 with 12 official camps.® Syria is one of the champions of
the Palestinian cause and waged war against Israel three times (1948, 1967, 1973)
with other Arab states. Therefore, Syria is in the middle of Palestinian resistance
against Israel (moreover it has a part, Golan Heights, occupied and annexed by
Israel) and also the factional politics of Palestine, both inside Syria and Lebanon due
to its involvement in Lebanese Civil War. Syrian government supports certain
factions in Palestinian politics, some Palestinian factions support the Syrian
government, and Damascus have friends in Lebanese political environment. Those
issues have become more complicated after the Syrian War started. Palestinian
Hamas, once supported by Damascus, came over against the Syrian government and
sided with Qatar and Turkey, while some other Palestinian groups such as Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General Command (PFLP - GC) served its
arms for the Syrian Army. Pro-Syrian figures, even Bashar al-Assad, blamed Hamas
and some other Palestinian factions for acting treason, while Hamas supported anti-

Assad demonstration for their “seek of democracy and reform.””

During the Syrian
War, Yarmouk refugee camp caught in the middle of war, jihadist elements sneaked
into Yarmouk, the Army responded, and lots of Palestinian refugee had to flee from
the camp to other places, such as Lebanon. Moreover, there are Palestinian battalions

supporting the Syrian Army such as Liwa al-Quds (Jerusalem Brigade).

¥ “Where We Work,” UNRWA, Last modified January 1, 2018, https:/www.unrwa.org/where-we-
work/syria.

? See, Khaled Abou Toameh, “Syria Says No To Restoring Ties With ‘Terrorist-Supporting” Hamas,”
The Jerusalem Post, June 12, 2019, https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Syria-No-to-restoring-ties-
with-terrorist-supporting-Hamas-592149; “Hamas prime minister backs Syrian protests against
Assad,” The Guardian, February 24, 2012, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/feb/24/hamas-
pm-backs-syrian-protests.



Secondly, jihadist elements have been operating inside Palestinian camps for decades
in Lebanon. Although Islamist elements in Palestinian resistance can be seen even
before the foundation of Israel, and even the PLO leaders once were Muslim
Brotherhood members or affiliated with the organization, Palestinian resistance were
mainly “secular” for decades. However, PLO’s expulsion from Jordan and Lebanon,
Israel’s annihilation of PLO infrastructure, descending of Arab nationalism and
rising of Wahhabism via Saudi Arabia, PLO’s attitude towards the legitimization of
Israel, the Afghan jihad, bad economic and social conditions amongst refugees, and
the end of the Lebanese Civil War changed the structure in Palestinian camps in
Lebanon. Hamas and transnational jihadist elements grow stronger in the camps,
some Palestinians travelled to Afghanistan to participate jihad against the USSR.
These transnational jihadist network, particularly in Lebanon, also with Iraqi

connection due to the US invasion, fueled the Syrian War.

As mentioned before, Lebanese politics also paved the way for jihadist cause. Before
the famous Cairo Agreement (1969), PLO started to intervene Lebanese political
scene, such as clashing with Maronites in Southern Lebanon. According to Cairo
Agreement, Lebanese Armed Forces could not enter any of the Palestinian camps in
Lebanon, and gave the control of the camps to the PLO (including recruiting
guerillas against Israel). This situation created “a state within a state.” In return, PLO
gave assurances to Lebanon about its sovereignty. During the Civil War and the
invasion of Israel, Palestinian refugee camps became a scene of massacres and
clashes. In the end, the PLO was expelled from Lebanon by Israeli siege of Beirut,
and PLO’s infrastructure in Lebanon almost completely destroyed by Israel. Also, in
1987, Lebanese government annulled the Cairo Agreement with the PLO, and the

decline of PLO in Palestinian camps in Lebanon began.

The PLO’s secular orientation did not fit with Islamists, and the Afghan jihad and
“Arab Afghan” fighters gave a good opportunity for Palestinian jihadist to gain

military experience and to establish crucial links. After the Civil War, Palestinian



jihadists in camps differed themselves from both the Syrian government and now
strong Hezbollah. Palestinian jihadists stopped participating the war against Israel
due its “Shiite” orientation and reevaluated Isracl as not “a principal enemy.”'°
Jihadist circles among Palestinian camps began to teach jihadist cause and Sunni
orthodoxy. Moreover, jihadist established lots of charity organizations.'' Hence,
rising jihadism among the Palestinian community in Lebanon is determined by both
end of the Civil War, sectarian strife, impact of global jihad, and demise of

Palestinian nationalism.

1.2. Literature on the contemporary jihad, the Syrian War, and the Palestinian

connection

The literature about international jihadist movement generally starts it from the
Afghan jihad against the USSR.'? Although there were jihadist movements
throughout the Muslim world during the 20th century, these movements and
organizations were mostly bounded by local and national aspirations. When the
Soviets intervened Afghanistan, fight against the Red Army become more and more
an international duty for Muslims, independent of their nationality."> For some
scholars this moment was the invention of jihad in modern sense, but for some
others, it was a new chapter or wave in the jihadist movement."* Those scholars

evaluate the jihadist movement as “local” or ‘“national” and ‘“global” or

' Bernard Rougier, Evervday Jihad: The Rise of Militant islam Among Palestinians in Lebanon
(Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 2007), 85.

" 1bid, 93.

12 See. Fawaz Gerges, Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global? (New York: Cambridge University Press,
2005), 3-4; Michael W.S. Ryan, Decoding Al-Qaeda’s Strategy: Deep Battle Against America (New
York: Columbia University Press, 2013), 140; Muhammad Haniff Hassan, The Father of Jihad: 'Abd
Allah 'Azzm's Jihad Ideas and Implications to National Security (London: Imperial College Press,
2013), 13.

13 Hassan, ibid, 14.

'* Compare Fawaz Gerges, “ISIS and the Third Wave of Jihadism™ and Aisha Ahmad, Jikad & co.
Black Markets and Islamist Power (New York: Oxford University Press, 2017), 32-33 and Glenn E.
Robinson, “The Four Waves of Global Jihad, 1979-2017,” Middle East Policy Council, accessed
March 28, 2019, https://www.mepc.org/journal/four-waves-global-jihad-1979-2017.



“transnational”, and periodize it from “near-enemy era” and “far-enemy era”."’

Whether it was due to the involvement of the USA on behalf of the mujahideen or
not, Afghanistan was the crucial turning point in connection with the
internationalization of jihadist current. Although, one of the most prominent Muslim
Brotherhood (MB) figures, Sayyid Qutb, radicalized jihadist tradition and his ideas
started to be an alternative for the failure of the Arab regimes, especially Jamal
Abdel Nasser’s after the 1967 War, it was still bounded by national aspirations for
jihadists, namely, by Egypt.'® One of Al Qaeda’s important figures, Ayman al-
Zawabhiri, inherited the jihadist cause from Qutb, and became a member of the MB
and was sent by the organization to Peshewar in 1980 for “humanitarian” help.'” This
moment was not only a turning point in Zawahiri’s life as a jihadist, but it was also

the most important point, “a taproot” for jihadist international.'®

Despite the fact that the Afghan jihad had its root in local Afghan politics and its
neighbor Pakistan’s policy against Soviet-allied Afghanistan, these local or Pakistan-
based Islamist politicians paved the way for the so-called international holy war
against the USSR in Afghanistan. Rivalry between communists and Islamists was
very tense during 1970s, especially after the collapse of the monarchy in 1973, and
Islamist parties mostly targeted at communist-affiliated organizations, not at the
state.'” After the foundation of the republic, Islamist politicians went to Pakistan and

started military training against the new Afghan government with the supervision of

' See Fawaz Gerges, Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global? (New York: Cambridge University Press,
2005), 33; Jason Burke, The New Threat: The Past, Present, and Future of Islamic Militancy (New
York and London: The New Press, 2015), 16.

'® See Bruce Riedel, The Search for al Qaeda: Its Leadership, Ideology, and Future (Washington:
Brookings Institution Press, 2008), 18.

"7 1bid, 18.
'8 Daniel Byman, ibid, 4.
' For Gulbiddin Hekmetyar and his party Hizb-i Islami’s role, see David B. Edwards, Before Taliban:

Genealogies of the Afghan Jihad (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2002), 177 and 215-
216.



Pakistani intelligence.” Still, Afghan jihad did not equal to Al Qaeda at that time, i.e.
1980s, but “transnationalization” of the jihadi cause was on the process.”’ According
to Gerges, Al Qaeda is not a kind of “social movement”, not it has a broad social
base from the very beginning of the foundation of the organization.”” Al Qaeda’s
difference, after mid-1990s, is that it changed the course of jihad, from “attacking to
the near enemy”, i.e. “secular” rulers of the Muslim countries, to “attacking to the far
enemy”, i.e. the United States and the Western powers.” If Afghan jihad paved the
way for an international holy war against the Soviet Union with the help of Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, and the United States, then Al Qaeda took the seeds of this
international jihad and extended and distorted it to the far enemy. Scholars from
different worldviews usually interpret the rise of Al Qaeda and the global jihad with
regard to the US national security policy, the change of the international order,

countering the jihadist ideology, and inability of local governments.*

The symbol of the era of Al Qaeda and transnational jithad was one of the most
prominent jihadists, Abu Musab al-Suri. The “theoretician” of “order without

organization” (nizam la-tanzim) advised small cells without organizational relations

% See Barbara Bick, Walking the Precipice: Witness to the Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan (New
York: The Feminist Press at CUNY, 2009), 30-31.

2! See Fawaz Gerges, The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 29.
*? Ibid, 29-30.
> Ibid, 31.

2 See Angel Rabasa, et al., “Beyond al-Qaeda: The Global Jihadist Movement,” RAND Corporation,
2006, https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2006/RAND _MG429.pdf; Bruce
Riedel, Deadly Embrace: Pakistan, America, and the Future of the Global Jihad (Washington:
Brookings Institution Press, 2011), 86-106; Bruce Riedel, The Search for al-Qaeda: Its Leadership,
Ideology, and Future, 134-155; Daniel Byman, ibid, 187-229; David Aaron, Own Words: Voices of
Jihad (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 2008), 115-153; David Cook, Understanding Jihad
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005), 93-128; Laurent Murawiec, The Mind of Jihad
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 295-324. Some scholars see the global jihad in a
prism of modernity and the “Western values”. For example see John Gray, Al Qaeda and What It
Means to be Modern (New York: New Press, 2003), 1-5. For a different and social-educational
evaluation see David B. Edwards, Before Taliban: Genealogies of the Afghan Jihad (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2002), 132-167; Diego Gambetta and Steffen Hertog, Engineers of
Jihad: The Curious Connection Between Violent Extremism and Education (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2008), 1-34; John A. Turner, Religious Ideology and the Roots of the Global Jihad:
Salafi Jihadism and International Order (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), 11-35.



with Al Qaeda’s central command and planned military attacks against the USA and
Western targets.” In 1996, with the famous “fatwa” by Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda
declared jihad against the USA, where Laden said, the Muslim Holy Land were
occupied by the “Crusaders,” and every single Muslim’s duty was to fight against the
USA until the liberation of the Holy Land. Laden, heedfully, warned his
“mujahideen” about avoiding an internal war between Muslim people, and advised to
focus on the US and the West.”® Laden also remarked that due to the imbalance of
military power, Al Qaeda needed to stage a guerilla warfare against the USA, and
will be avoided the “traditional warfare.”®’ The same pattern, more clearly, was
repeated by a new “fatwa” in 1998, which called all Muslims to attack military and

e e . 2
civilian targets in any country. 8

The Palestinian connection with this jihadist international started in parallel with
Afghan jihad and the islamization of the Palestinian question. The hench-man was
the famous Palestinian jihadist, Abdullah Azzam. He was the main Arab ideologist
of the jihad against the Red Army in Afghanistan.” His journey to jihad is very
typical for the Islamism in the Levant: June 1967 Arab-Israeli War was a turning
point for Azzam. Although the defeat of Arab armies in 1967 War was a huge failure

for Arab nationalism, it did not directly retire from the scene for Islamic awakening.

% See Brynjar Lia, Architect of Global Jihad: The Life of al-Qaida Strategist Abu Mus’ab al-Suri
(London: Hurst&Company, 2007), 6. Connecting the rise of the global jihad with US foreign policy
against the Soviet Union and relations with Taliban see. Jonathan Cristol, The United States and the
Taliban before and after 9/11 (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), 49-93; Lawrence Pintak, Seeds
of Hate: How America’s Flawed Middle East Policy Ignited the Jihad (London: Pluto Press, 2003),
65-205. From a political-economy perspective see Loretta Napoleoni, Modern Jihad: Tracing the
Dollars Behind the Terror Networks (London and Sterling: Pluto Press, 2003), 63-139.

*% Osama bin Laden, “Declaration of War against the Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holy
Places,” Al Quds Al Arabi, 1996, https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2013/10/Declaration-of-Jihad-
against-the-Americans-Occupying-the-Land-of-the-Two-Holiest-Sites-Translation.pdf, 5.

*7 Ibid, 6.

28 “Osama bin Laden’s 1998 Fatwa,” accessed April 2, 2019,
https://www.91 1 memorial.org/sites/default/files/Osama%20bin%20Laden's%201998%20Fatwa%?20d
eclaring%20war%?20against%20the%20West%20and%?201srael.pdf.

% John C. M. Calvert, “The Striving Shaykh Abdullah Azzam and the Revival of Jihad,” Journal of
Religion & Society 2, (2007): 83-102.
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It was the “twilight of Arab nationalism” at best’’, and paved the way for Palestinian
nationalism, not Islamism at first.>! But Abdullah Azzam, a Cenin-born Palestinian,
joined local Muslim Brotherhood branch in Jordan after the defeat, and due to the
local Muslim Brotherhood organization’s struggle was not against Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan or Israel, but secular and socialist Arab movements, Azzam’s
ideological formation was determined by anti-communist and anti-secular
elements.’” He was the connection between Afghan jihad and Arab world with his
fatwas during 1980s, and he was the man who acted as an ‘“ambassador” and

recruiter of Arab mujahideen for Afghan jihad with Osama bin Laden.*

Still, the challenge between the “far enemy” strategy and the “near enemy” strategy
has always been right there in Al Qaeda ideology. Some scholars observe that, for
example Ayman al-Zawahiri changed his opinion during 1990s from “near enemy”

to “far enemy.”*

This approach will be complicated after 9/11, the US invasions of
Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq (2003). The American and the Western scholars mostly
try to picture a roadmap to counter the jihadist threat against the “Western world”
and to understand the ideology that Al Qaeda pursues.” After the US invasion ousted
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, Al Qaeda in Iraq had to wage a war against the

invaders (“far enemy”) in a Muslim country again. However, another shift occurred

3% See Adeed Dawisha, Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to Despair (New
Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2016), 252-282.

31 For the effect of 1967 War on Palestinian cause, see Helena Cobban, The Palestinian Liberation
Organisation: People, Power and Politics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992), 27.

32 See Calvert, ibid, pp. 86 and Andrew McGregor, “"Jihad and the Rifle Alone": 'Abdullah 'Azzam
and the Islamist Revolution,” The Journal of Conflict Studies 23, no. 2 (Fall 2003): 92-113.

33 Sebastian Schnelle, “Abdullah Azzam, Ideologue of Jihad: Freedom Fighter or Terrorist?,” Journal
of Church and State 54, no. 4 (Autumn 2012): 628.

** Montasser al-Zayyat, The Road to Al-Qaeda: The Story of Bin Laden’s Right-Hand Man, translated
by Ahmed Fekry, ed. Sara Nimis (London: Pluto Press, 2004), 60-72.

3% See Michael W. S. Ryan, Decoding Al-Qaeda’s Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (New
York: Columbia University Press, 2013), 3; Muhammad Haniff Hassan, ibid, pp. 10. Also, there are
lots of essentialist religious interpretation of Islam and violence. For example see John C. M. Calvert,
“The Striving Shaykh Abdullah Azzam and the Revival of Jihad,” Journal of Religion & Society 2,
(2007): 83-102.
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in international jihadist current with parallel to the US policy: After the Hezbollah-
Israel war of 2006, the US had started to change its course in the Middle East, and
tried to contain Iran and Hezbollah. According to the award-winner journalist
Seymour Hersh, it was “a strategic shift”, and the Bush Administration started to
look for new “Sunni friends” to counter the Iranian influence from Iraq to Lebanon.*
During that time, a controversy started within the jihadist circles. First, after Hafez
al-Assad’s death, famous Abu Musab al-Suri evoked that Syria is a “Nusayri-
Alawite” government and Alawites are as dangerous as “the Jews and the Crusaders”
and called the Sunni youth of the Greater Syria to wage jihad against the Syrian
government.”’ Also, the leader of the Al Qaeda Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, called
for an all-out attack against Shias, without discrimination whether they are civilian or
militant.’® Al-Suri and al-Zarqawi changed Al Qaeda and the global jihad’s course
again, and started a civi/ war among Muslims in the Greater Syria. The Syrian jihad
has taken this course, which started after the invasion of Iraq, and pointed its arms
against “infidel regimes” once again and called all Muslims of the world to wage a
war against the Syrian government. Some scholars and journalists try to place this

war as “a Sunni revolution™’

, while some others try to put it in the context of
fragmentation of local Iraqi community.” In spite of this “Sunni resentment”

approach, it is important to note that in Aleppo and Damascus, lots of Sunnis support

¥ See Seymour  Hersh, “Redirection,” The New  Yorker, ~March 5, 2007,
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/03/05/the-redirection.

3" Nibras Kazimi, Syria Through Jihadist Eyes: A Perfect Enemy (Stanford: Hoover Press, 2010), 33.

** Emily Hunt, “Zarqawi's 'Total War' on Iraqi Shiites Exposes a Divide among Sunni Jihadists,” The
Washington  Institute, November 15, 2005, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/view/zarqawis-total-war-on-iraqi-shiites-exposes-a-divide-among-sunni-jihadists.

% See Patrick Cockburn, The Rise of Islamic State: ISIS and the New Sunni Revolution (London:
Verso, 2015); Aron Lund, “Syria’s Salafi Insurgents: The Rise of the Syrian Islamic Front,” Ul
Occasional Papers, no. 17 ( March 2013): pp. 8; Christopher Kozak, ““An Army in All Corners”:
Assad’s Campaign Strategy in Syria,” ISW Middle East Security Report 26 (April 2015): 13 and 19;
Charles L. Lister, The Syrian Jihad: Al-Qaeda, the Islamic State and the Evolution of an Insurgency
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2016); Zana Khasraw Gulmohamad, “The Rise and Fall of the
Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (Levant) ISIS,” Global Security Studies 5, Issue 2 (Spring 2014): 1-
11.

0 See Fawaz Gerges, ISIS: A History (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2016), 98-120.
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the Syrian government; and before Bashar al-Assad, his father Hafez al-Assad

broadened the Baath Party’s social support base to Sunni bourgeoisie.”*’

Although some scholars state that Islamic revival in occupied Palestine and in
Palestinian camps in Lebanon started in 1970s, one of the most important turning
points for Islamization was the Israeli invasion of Lebanon against the PLO. It was
not only a military setback for the PLO and secular Palestinian nationalism, but also
a communal disaster for Palestinians in Lebanon due to the destruction of the civil
services that PLO built in many decades.* It juxtaposed with Islamic revival in the
Arab world and Islamization of the Palestinian cause (caused by both Iranian
revolution and decline of the Arab nationalism). Global jihad elements in occupied
Palestine and in Palestinian camps in Lebanon exploited the poverty, lack of civil
services and negligence of Arab countries.” During 2000s and the Syrian War,
Palestinian camps in Lebanon saw lots of clashes between Islamists and secular
forces.* Lebanon and Palestinian camps in Lebanon were two most important

support base of Syrian jihad against Bashar al-Assad during the Syrian War.

' Raymond A. Hinnebusch, Syria: Revolution From Above (London and New York: Routledge,
2005), 111-112.

42 See Cobban, ibid, 135-136.

43 See Simon Haddad, “The Palestinian Predicament in Lebanon,” Middle East Quarterly 7, no. 3
(September 2000): 29-40; see Bernard Rougier, ibid, 201; Zeina Halabi, ibid, 42-43.

“ See “A call to arms: three Palestinian militant groups,” Now, June 11, 2007,
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/commentary/a call to arms three palestinian militant groups ;

“Factions fight in Lebanese camp,” BBC, March 21, 2008,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7309079.stm; Mitchell Prothero, “Lebanon May Attract
Sunnis Seeking to Wage Jihad,” UsS News, May 15, 2008,

http://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2008/05/15/lebanon-may-attract-sunnis-seeking-to-
wage-jihad; Robert Fisk, “Al-Qa’ida sends its warriors from Iraq to wage ‘jihad’ in Lebanon,” The
Independent, August 15, 2008, http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/commentators/fisk/robert-fisk-
alqaida-sends-its-warriors-from-iraq-to-wage-jihad-in-lebanon-897557 . html; Nasser Chararah,
“Salafist Factions on Rise at Palestinian Camp in Lebanon,” Al Monitor, March 13, 2013,
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/03/ain-al-hilweh-looming-battle.html; Mona Alami,
“The Impact of the Syria Conflict on Salafis and Jihadis in Lebanon,” Middle East Institute, April 18,
2014, http://www.mei.edu/content/impact-syria-conflict-salafis-and-jihadis-lebanon.
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CHAPTER 2

MODERN JIHAD: POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ROOTS

Please, my brother, modernize. Open up your country.
Make the schools mixed women and men. Let women
wear miniskirts. Have discos. Be modern. Otherwise 1

cannot guarantee you will stay in your throne.

Iranian Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s letter to King

Faisal of Saudi Arabia

Your majesty, | appreciate your advice. May | remind
you, you are not the shah of France. You are not in the
Elysée. You are in Iran. Your population is 90 percent

Muslim. Please don't forget that.

King Faisal’s reply to Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi

2.1. Introduction

The roots of the contemporary jihadist movement can be traced back to the late
Ottoman Empire era and the beginning of colonial rule of the Western powers,
namely, Britain and France. Of course, there were some challenges against the
Ottomans and the caliphate within the Empire, such as Wahhabis of Arabian
Peninsula and Muhammad Ahmad of Sudan or some Sufi orders expanded their

influences throughout the Muslim world like Nakshibendiyya. Surely, all jihadist
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organizations refer to some basic medieval Islamic scholars such as Ibn Taymiyyah,
Ibn al-Qayyim and call for back to the basics, i.e. prophet’s and four caliphs’ era.
However, contemporary jihad, with its organization, structure, recruitment methods,
means of struggle, and political economy occurs as a modern phenomenon. Its
formation was determined by the colonial encounter and the inadequacy of the
Muslim states, especially the Ottoman Empire. Thinkers and activists such as Jamal
al-Din al-Afghani, Abdel Rahman al-Kawakibi, Muhammad Abduh, Abul Ala
Mawdudi, Rashid Rida established the so-called “salafist” school which tried to
implement principles for reform in Islamic world, especially in the Ottoman Empire
(and in the case of Mawdudi, it was India) where the caliphate was theoretically
chairing the Islamic nation and seen as a pioneer against the Western influence. They
accepted the superiority of the Western world and called for a return to prophet’s
commanding years as a sort of “Golden Age” for Islamic nation. Reformist thinkers
rejected mediated interpretations of Islamic law and called for a return to the Qur’an
and the other sacred Islamic texts. This approach uprooted Islamic tradition which
has been established throughout for centuries and implied a renewal in Islam and
Islamic society. Hence, modern Islamic movements and jihadist thought tried to fill
the vacuum that was created by both Western penetration and Islamic renewal. The
incompetence of traditional religious and political establishment in the Muslim world
was targeted by both secular and Islamist currents. The most important point about
the above-mentioned fact is that jithadism in the Middle East is not about “medieval
ages”, on the contrary, it is a modern phenomenon. All Islamist movements, both
jihadists and non-jihadists, are the genuine products of the relationship (actually,
unequal relationship) between the West and the Muslim World during the 19th and
the 20th centuries. This purpose of this chapter is to trace the contemporary jihadist

movement’s roots back to the 19th century.
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2.2. From Afghani to Qutb: Ideologic roots

2.2.1. The rise of Salafism and confrontation with the West

The famous Renan-Afghani debate is one of the most typical examples of Salafist
approach to Islam and Western effects to it. A well-known orientalist of his time,
Ernest Renan, tried to distinguish the so-called “Aryan race” and “Semitic race” in
accord with their linguistic and cultural lines. For Renan, Aryan race, which includes
Europeans, is known for its rational and scientific thought whereas Semitic race is
“senescence” and fatalist.” Renan, in one of his speeches, which Afghani felt
obliged to reply it, claimed that Islam is the main obstacle to scientific progress and
attributed an essential backwardness to it. The French scholar asserted the
backwardness of Muslim people in order to raise the question of whether “European
spirit” should let the Islamic society alone or not. More clearly, he used his argument
to justify the European colonialism.*® In his interesting answer to Renan, Jamal al-
Din al-Afghani admitted that Islam had been an obstacle to scientific development,
but he pointed out that Islam was once the main carrier of the ancient Greek and
Persian science, and it is also true that for centuries Christianity was an obstacle to
free thinking and scientific reason, and that means Islam can break its chains in the

future.*” Moreover, Afghani used Renan’s linguistic approach against him, and

% Safdar Ahmed, Reform and Modernity in Islam: The Philosophical, Cultural and Political
Discourses among Muslim Reformers (London and New York: [.B.Tauris, 2013), 47. Ahmed
underlines that reformist Islamists approached Western science from a dual perspective: First, science
is a tool to empower the colonial rule in the Muslim world, and second, the scientific knowledge must
have captured by Muslims in order to resist Western powers. See, ibid, 48.

* york A. Norman, “Disputing the “Iron Circle”: Renan, Afghani, and Kemal on Islam, Science, and
Modernity,” Journal of World History 22, no. 4 (December 2011): 699-700.

7 See, Nikki R. Keddie, “Imperialism, Science and Religion: Two Essays by Jamal al-Din al-Afghani,
1883 and 1884, accessed June 20, 2019,
https://edisciplinas.usp.br/pluginfile.php/4414095/mod_resource/content/1/KEDDIE%2C%20Nikki.p
df. In his other article regarding to the British colonial rule in India, Afghani appeals to Muslim faith
and Qur’an for challenging against the colonialism. Contrary to Afghani’s reply to Renan, Ottoman
author Namik Kemal totally rejected Renan’s assertions about Islam. See, Namik Kemal, Renan
Miidafaanamesi (Ankara: Milli Kiltiir Yaymlari, 1962). Kemal’s pamphlet has been largely ignored
by scholars, partly its harsh anti-Western tone, and partly it was written for the Ottoman audience in
Ottoman Turkish.
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defended Arab people with the argumentation that Arabic-speaking people,
regardless of their ethnic origin, are within the framework of Arab intellectual

4
sphere.*

Although their thoughts had inconsistent elements such as nationalism®’, focusing on
Arab people and Arabic in their world view, Salafist thinkers mostly conducted their
political activities through calls for an educational renewal amongst the Islamic
world and the Ottoman Empire. Especially, Afghani reshaped the course of Islam
with its “usefulness” for social order and both Afghani and Abduh tried to conjoin
the reason and the religion.® Some scholars think that Afghani and early pan-
Islamism used Islam as a tool for their anti-imperialist agenda due to it was widely
believed by the people of the Middle East. Also, while Afghani was defending
Islamic virtues against the Western critique, at the same time he accredited secular
features to Islam. Besides he tried almost to equate prophecy and philosophy in his

ope 1
writings and speeches.’

Also, the late Ottoman Islamic revivalism bifurcated when it encounters with the
Western world. The Salafist school, on the one hand, tried to prove Islam’s
convenience to modern scientific developments with the reference to the medieval

Islamic civilization and its successful development, and on the other hand, it rejected

8 Safdar Ahmed, ibid, 52.

* When he was in Egypt, Afghani attracted the future nationalist leader Saad Zaghloul and a famous
Christian writer Adib Ishaq. See, Safdar Ahmed, ibid, 49.

3 Mark Sedwick, Muhammad Abduh (London: Oneworld Publications, 2013), 71.

*! For this argument, see, Nikki R. Keddie, “Religion and Irreligion in Early Iranian Nationalism,”
Comparative Studies in Society and History 4, no. 3 (April 1962): 265-295. Elie Kedourie objects
Keddie’s argument with claiming that for Abduh (and Afghani), there was a difference between what
what is said and what is done. See, Elie Kedourie, Afghani and ‘Abduh: An Essay on Religious
Unbelief and Political Activism in Modern Islam (London and Portland: Frank Cass, 1997), 2. His
argument to equate the prophecy and the philosophy ended an Ottoman religious establishment’s
backlash against him during his Istanbul trip. See, footnote 15.
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the undermining cultural effects of the Western penetration to the Muslim world.>>
This dual approach will have branded almost all kind of Islamist movements up to
this day. The most laconical idiom for that thought is “take the Western science, not
its morals.” This dual mindset was the main ground for late Ottoman era, especially
Hamidian regime. Abdulhamid II banded the economic and administrative reform
and strictly conservative socio-cultural rule together. This policy also determined the
reformist Salafist thinkers and their followers.” During the 20th century, it is
interesting to see that the main socio-economic support base and cadre source of the
jihadist/Islamist movements was middle-class people, especially western-educated
professionals.>® Still, at that time the course of jikad was tentative and it was about to
fix already established caliphate and to reach the level of the West. However, there is
a nuance between early Salafist thinkers and the 20th century jihadist movements:
While the Muslim Brotherhood and the other jihadist groups sharpened their anti-

colonial rhetoric and concentrated on the Western penetration into the Muslim world

52 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey (London: Hurst & Co., 1998), 264.
Berkes argues that although the salafist thinkers appeal to the past of Islam, this successful era of
Islam made this achievement contrary to sharia.

3 Jtzchak Weismann, Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi: Islamic Reform and Arab Revival (London:
Oneworld Publications, 2015), 44.

* See Diego Gambetta and Steffen Hertog, Engineers of Jihad: The Curious Connection Between
Violent Extremism and Education (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2016), 42-52. In
his biography about the famous Al Qaeda ideologist Abu Mus’ab al-Suri, Brynjar Lia underlines that
al-Suri’s choice to become a mechanical engineer is consistent with Islamist current of his time.
According to Lia, most of the Islamists chose “secular sciences” for education and become middle-
class professionals such as “lawyers, engineers, and doctors.” See, Brynjar Lia, Architect of Global
Jihad: The Life of al-Qaida Strategist Abu Mus’ab al-Suri (London: Hurst&Company, 2007), 34. In
another source, it is emphasized that Islamist movement was an alliance of educated youth, “God-
fearing” bourgeoisie and middle-class professionals. See, Gilles Kepel, Jihad: The Trail of Political
Islam, trans. Anthony F. Roberts (Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
2003), 6. Another source points that Hasan al-Banna tried to spread his group’s propaganda to “the
urban lower middle class.” See, Noha Mellor, Voice of the Muslim Brotherhood: Da’wa, Discourse,
and Political Communication (New York: Routledge, 2018), 92. This mixture creates a sort of
“practicalness” which is reflected excellently by the founding father of the Muslim Brotherhood,
Hasan al-Banna: “In the time that I would waste in writing a book, I could write one hundred young
Muslims. Every one of them would be a living, speaking influential book.” Cited by Alison Pargeter,
Miisliiman Kardesler: Muhalefetten Iktidara (Istanbul: Ayrint1 Yaymlari, 2016), 18. Also for this
“action” over “ideology” issue see, Carrie Rosefsky Wickham, The Muslim Brotherhood: Evolution of
an Islamist Movement (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013), 24.
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for the backwardness of the Islamic society, the founding fathers of the modern

Salafist school more inclined to accept the inner inabilities of the Muslim world.”

Moreover, especially Afghani’s colorful political life and his pragmatic methods
were significant. Afghani was in India, Afghanistan, Ottoman Empire, Egypt,
France, Iran, Russia and he always tried to evoke “elites” for the realization of his
political plans.”’® Although later some Islamist movements established a more broad
social base for their organizations, there has always been a taint of “game of thrones”
amongst reformist Islamism due to their relations with state apparatus or
administrative people. The tension between being an Islamic-cultural society and a
political organization that seeks to conquer the state power haunted jihadist
movements, especially the Muslim Brotherhood even during the “Arab Spring.”
Nevertheless, addressing the ordinary people who deprived of the established
political order while developing crucial relations with the same established political
order’s elites is one of the most important abilities of the modern Islamist

movements.

Muhammad Abduh also aimed to reform Islamic thought with education. He tried to
merge Western inspired values with Islamic reform, however, this policy was
objected both by some Islamist and British rulers. British officers blamed him for
being “too Westernized”, while his fellow Egyptians branded him as a “colonial
agent.”’ His relations with Urabi revolt signifies of his political worldview: the
nationalist-Egyptian dimension, anti-colonial dimension, anti-Ottoman dimension.

Again, these aspects did not constitute a consistent and compete ideological

5 For this nuance and the inconsistencies of the modern salafism, see, Bassam Tibi, Islam’s
Predicament with Modernity: Religious Reform and Cultural Change (London and New York:
Routledge, 2009), 42-45.

%% For adventures of Afghani, see, Nikki R. Keddie, Sayyid Jamal Ad-Din Al-Afghani: A Political
Biography (Los Angeles: University Of California Press, 1972). Afghani’s affinity for the “elites” also
can be found in his reply to Renan. In this article, Afghani claims that while people do not like
“reason”, only the “elites” can grasp the essence of the reason.

37 Indira Falk Gesink, Islamic Reform and Conservatism: Al-Azhar and the Evolution of Modern Sunni
Islam (London and New York: I.B. Tauris Publishers, 2009), pp. 166.
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discourse. However, during the 20th century, almost all jihadist movements were
stamped by the abovementioned lines of thought, more or less. Abduh’s opinions
about education were shaped by Al-Azhar’s incompetence and he regarded Al-Azhar

as the main reason for European superiority.”®

Abduh rejected the Western notion of separation of religion and state, and claimed
that in Islam neither political administration nor the religious establishment aims a
theocratic regime.”” As Albert Hourani states that Abduh was more consistent than
his teacher Afghani, and he had much more an impact upon the future generations of
Egypt and the whole Muslim world.®® He had some relations with European thinkers
and often visited Europe “to renew himself”, while he was trying to save the Muslim
world from its bad situation.’ According to Abduh, westernization process had
created a gap between Islamic rule, laws, moral principles and daily human
reasoning. Moreover, Abduh thought, the latter had been prevailing the former and
this gap between two spheres was a consequence of the intense secularization.”
There was no link between Western educated Egyptians and traditionally educated
Egyptians, on top off it, these two types of generation are dangerous for Egypt. He
admitted, like Afghani, the misery of the Muslim world, its inadequacy and moral
deterioration, and again like Afghani, found the incapacity of the Muslim world in
Muslims turning their backs on true Islam. This standpoint also calls for
“purification” of Islam, to overcome sectarian divisions in Islam and to popularize the

essentials of Islam amongst the uneducated ordinary Muslims.”* In a word, Abduh

% Ibid, pp. 166. It is interesting to see Shakib Arslan, one of the most important nationalist figures
after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, echoes Abduh’s opinion about education and Al-Azhar.

%% Uriya Shavit, Scientific and Political Freedom in Islam: A Critical Reading of the Modernist-
Apologetic School (London and New York: Routledge, 2017), pp. 1.

5 Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798-1939 (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2013), pp. 130-131.

%! Ibid, pp. 135.
52 Ibid, pp. 136.

8 Charles C. Adams, Islam and Modernism in Egypt: A Study of the Modern Reform Movement
Inaugurated by Muhammad ‘Abduh (New York: Russell&Russell, 1968), 108-109.
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tried to find an answer that whether a Muslim can still be a Muslim in the modern
world.** Nevertheless, Abduh’s writings and opinions about Islamic theology is
described by some scholars as “hodgepodge” which another proof of the ambiguity of
definition of “Salafiyya” school and political usage of Islam against Christianity and

the West.*’

The other important figure in Salafist approach, Rashid Rida, echoed his teacher
Abduh’s “reform in Islam” steps. He took over Abduh’s assessment of colonialism
and traditional Islam, which both of them had an hostile opinion, and underlined
again the differentiation between Western inspired legal schools and traditional
religious schools.®® Avoiding from philosophical debates and “purifying” Islam for
the sake of Muslims’ unity, Rida showed a significant intolerance to Islamic sects
during his lifetime. He saw Baha’ism “more of a threat to the ummah than
Christianity” and was an opponent of Shiism.®” He thought that the inability of Islam
in the modern days was caused by Muslims itself, and waiting for a lost or hidden
Imam would legitimize the passivity of the Muslim people.” Rida was less
“cosmopolitan” than his teacher Abduh and Afghani, and more willing to reject
Europe than his successors. Some scholars claim that his polemics against Christians
and Christian missions in Egypt paved the way for more radical jihadist attitude of

Muslim Brotherhood.”” According to this view, Rida transformed Afghani and

5 Albert Hourani, ibid, 139.

8 Jeffry R. Halverson, Theology and Creed in Sunni Islam: The Muslim Brotherhood, Ash’arism, and
Political Sunnism (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), 55.

% Simon Wood, Christian Criticisms, Islamic Proofs: Rashid Rida’s Modernist Defence of Islam
(Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2007), 25-26.

7 1bid, 28.

5 Wood states that Rida’s negative views about Shiism fits with his promotion of Wahhabism. After
the Wahhabi conquest of Hijaz, he totally assessed this move as legitimate. Ibid, 29. Rida also
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Abduh’s Salafism into a Athari-Wahhabite interpretation of Islam and rejection of
liberalism.”” The same confusion or transitivity about Islamism and nationalism
appears in Rida’s career: In a way, he seem to be a source of a more sectarian jihadist
attitude in the Muslim world in the 20th century, and in another way, he is evaluated
a “Syrian nationalist” for active participation in Syrian national politics as President

of Syrian National Congress in 1920."’

However, it should not be thought that Afghani’s and his disciples’ opinions about
religion, society, or state were complete and consistent. He claimed that at one
historical point Islam could and did become an obstacle against the rational thinking,
but it was not the whole story about Islam or any other religion. According to him,
Islam once was a promoter and protector of reason and science, but people who
forgot and turned their back to the roots of authentic Islam diminished Islam’s main
message. Afghani and his disciples admitted that the West was ascending at that
time, however, they drew a picture which depicts Christianity as irrational and Islam
as rational, in an unpersuasive manner. This comparison took the early reformist to
the conclusion that the “real” Islam was more rational and pro-science than
Christianity and forced them to make an artificial distinction between Western
progress and its morals. Therefore, they put Islamic Golden Age (i.e. Prophet’s era
and Medieval Islamic civilization) as an objective to renew the Muslim World and to

reach the Western progress.

The ambiguity of this Salafist-reformist approach is nourished by its founders’
somehow “mystical” lives and their posthumous re-evaluation by another scholars

such as Rida. Unsystematic information about Afghani and Abduh combines with the

learning European languages and visiting European cities, on the contrary, Rida’s only visit was to
Geneva in 1921 as a part of a Syrian-Palestinian delegation. Ibid, 154-155.

" Halverson, ibid, 62. Athari school of Islam rejects Islamic science of kalam. Atharis see no
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ambiguity of their disciples’ records about them. Also, as above mentioned, their
theological and political views are hardly consistent and clear, their political motives
against the colonialism point both nationalist and Islamist-jihadist version of early
reformism. Therefore, often it is difficult to distinguish the nationalistic element in
Islamist-jihadist approach, and Islamist-jihadist element in nationalistic approach at
the very beginning of Salafist movement. Before the transnational jihadist wave,
especially before the Afghan jihad, jihadist attitude towards politics was substantially
determined by national bonds. Still, the founding fathers’ doctrines of this modern
Islamic revivalism were usually “vague” and “unsystematic”, but their “social and

. . . 2
psychological impact was immense.”’

2.2.2. Turning points: Abolition of the Caliphate and the colonial rule

The early course dramatically changed after the British and French colonial rule in
the Middle East, and especially after the abolition of the caliphate by the republican
Turkey in 1924. Both the colonization of the Levant by the United Kingdom and
France and the abolition of the caliphate reshaped the course of modern Islamic
thought. First, the goal of establishing the caliphate again become the main
determinant of the Islamist movements of the 20th century. Second, struggle against
the colonial rule of Britain and France and their local proxies gained importance.
Third, the political and cultural struggle against the colonial rule and local elites
needed an organizational structure and recruitment policy. Fourth, the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire and the rising of Arab nation-states forced all of the political groups
to link their activities with national and pan-Arab politics of the Middle East and to
form a sort of rocky relations with other political forces such as Arab nationalists and
socialists. These contradictions affected jihadist movement during the Cold War,
especially its relations with the local governments, local communist movements, and

the West.

2 Malcolm H. Kerr, ibid, 15.
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For instance, co-founder of Hamas, Gaza-based Sheikh Ahmed Yassin was a well-
known Ikhwan leader admitted that Palestinian struggle must be a “phased struggle”
and his growing movement’s first enemy was not Israel, but communism.”® The same
line prevailed in Afghanistan where for decades, Afghan governments supported
Islamist groups’ schools, gave them lands, and fund their organizations to counter
leftist groups.”* In 1971, when Afghan government gathered and centralized the
administration of mosques and shrines, many Islamic clerics supported this practice.
Before that time, Afghani mullahs were dependent on local charities or landowners.”
Also, the Muslim Brotherhood’s founder Hasan al-Banna was shocked by “the wave
of atheism” when he went to Cairo for his education in 1923.7° Abolition of the
caliphate in Turkey and the transformation of Cairo University as a secular institute
in 1925 angered al-Banna. Al-Banna was abhorred by the University’s students and
teachers as unfettered nihilists and libertarians.”’’ He thought that secular people and
organizations via their newspapers, magazines, and books were eroding Islam in
Egyptian society, and in Egypt, there were two camps colliding each other, namely
secular camp and Islamic camp.” Before the foundations of Ikhwan, Young Men’s
Muslim Association (YMMA) was created by al-Banna and it “sought to revive

Muslim society through the true Islam to be found in the Qur’an.””
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During the first years of the Muslim Brotherhood, the organization simultaneously
gained ground amongst “lower middle class” and the officers of King Farouk due to
its counter ideology against the nationalists.*® Despite the fact that the Muslim
Brotherhood denounced party politics and branded itself a social movement, Hasan
al-Banna run twice for the election (in 1942 and 1945).*' The Brotherhood appealed
for those who deprived of colonial administration and its local collaborators,
however, it presented itself a mere “social” power, not a political one, and developed

cordial relations with the monarchy.

Afghani and Abduh paved the way for both “liberal” Islamist current, and more
traditional or conservative Islamist teachings (by the efforts of Rida as above
mentioned) which later were represented by the Muslim Brotherhood (also known as
ITkhwan) in the 20th century.®” Ikhwan was the champion of the “return” to “pure”
Islam and tried to oppose Western-inspired Egyptian system through Islamic
values.*? Moreover, the Muslim Brotherhood claimed that the achievements of
French and Russian revolutions were gained by “the great Islamic revolution 1,300

4
years before.”®

2.2.3. The Brotherhood and birth of a movement
The Muslim Brotherhood’s history, organizational structure, social base, and

ideology are very important for the modern jihadist movement. Personal relations are

also important for this jihadist genealogy. Starting with Afghani, modern Salafist

8 Gilles Kepel, ibid, 28 and 31.

8! Barbara Zollner, The Muslim Brotherhood: Hasan al-Hudeybi and Ideology (London and New
York: Routledge), 11.
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school’s famous ideologists had connections with each others. Abduh and Rida
affected Hasan al-Banna’s and Ikhwan’s ideological discourse personally. Ikhwan’s
ideological discourse reflected its Salafi roots inherited from reformist thinkers such
as Afghani, Abduh, and Rida. It was a mixture of jihad, anti-imperialism, anti-
secularism, and populism. These concepts and policies were used by Hasan al-Banna
and the Brotherhood vaguely in general, and this ambivalence met with political

pragmatism on the ground of the national politics.

In addition to the direct colonial encounter in Egypt and other Middle Eastern
countries, one of the most crucial points in Islamist movement was Zionist
establishment in Palestine. Islamists were highly disappointed by the West’s
protection of Zionists and ignoring Palestinian Arabs’ rights. Muslim Brotherhood
established a local branch in Gaza in 1946, helped Palestinian Arabs after the
partition of Palestine and foundation of the state of Israel, and participated in Arab-
Israeli War. It is important to mention that popular Palestinian secular front Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) had also connections with Ikhwan, and after the
establishment of the PLO, its ideology always included some religious elements
besides its secular discourse.® Brotherhood sees Palestinian question as an “Islamic
question” and therefore can be solved with a policy of (pan-)Islamism. They see the
question in a prism of “Islam versus Judaism” and evaluate Zionism as a
hammerhead of “the Crusaders” against the Muslim world. Beginning with 1930s,
Ikhwan was rallying around Palestinian cause and started to spread its influence to
Jordan, Palestine, and Lebanon.®® Defeat of Arab armies before Israel, decline of
Arab nationalism, economic turmoil of postcolonial Arab states, and Camp David

accords will have contributed the rise of Islamism amongst Palestinians.
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Ikhwan links the early reformist Islamism with late jihadist movements with its
ideological assignment of the Muslim world has been declining since the end of the
era of the four caliphs. It sees the four caliphs era as “true representative of Islam”,
and with the Umayyad Empire, Islamic state turned to a “kingdom”.*” When Ikhwan
looks back to the history of Islam, especially for Abbasid and Ottoman periods, it
finds a “proto-Arab nationalism” or Arab discomfort due to the Empire’s leaning on

Persian and Turkish rulers.®®

Hasan al-Banna’s early affinity with Sufism distinguishes him from future jihadist
movements. However, he was careful about early Sufist tendencies which helped to
spread Islam to Africa and Asia, and later “corruption” of Sufism. Al-Banna’s
insufficient search for balance between Sufism and orthodox Sunni Islam was
grasped by the Brotherhood members in favor of the latter. Al-Banna and Ikhwan
evaluated Sufism as un-Islamic and a temporal phenomenon.® Al-Banna’s followers
objected Sufism also in another manner: They thought that Sufi orders was the
source of corruption in rural areas and an obstacle for reform and progress.”
Ikhwan’s founder rejected “individual spirituality” and directed Muslims to solve

existing social problems via jihad.”’

Ikhwan’s unpolitical face, its charitable organizations and relations with both the
Kingdom’s administrations (al-Banna wrote letters to the King and the Prime
Minister and acted as a religious mentor for the Kingdom at that time) and deprived
people ensured it a great influence during turbulent years of Egypt, i.e. the 1930s and
the 1940s. The Muslim Brotherhood provided services to the Egyptian people, thus it

could challenge the government and raised the organization’s prestige amongst the
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popular strata.’® Still, al-Banna and Ikhwan acted within the established political
order, despite the fact that they gained strength and became a political movement in
the 1930s. Brothers started to participate parliamentary politics, and besides their
charity works and focus on enhancing the morals of Egyptian and Muslim people,
Ikhwan and al-Banna carefully accepted constitutional nature of new Egyptian state
and directed their political activities within this system. During the oppression of
Nasserist era, Ikhwan was cracked up by the state, its leaders were either prisoned,

executed, or exiled.

However, after the defeat of Arab armies in 1967 Arab-Israeli War, decline of the
Arab nationalism, Egypt’s economic downswing, and raise of oil rich Gulf
Kingdoms changed the Muslim Brotherhood’s and general jihadist movement in the
Middle East. Anwar Sadat released Ikhwan’s leadership from prisons, allowed some
exiled leaders (such as notorious Youssef al-Qaradawi) to return Egypt, and
transformed Egypt in a more “Islamic” state during his regime. Moreover, another
course of jihad had been preached by a young and attractive figure, Sayyid Qutb,
fundamentally changed the discourse of the Muslim Brotherhood and the 20th
century jihadist thought.

Young Qutb followed the footsteps of the early reformist Islamist and sought for a
balance between modern sciences and Islam. His rural experience with both modern
schools and Islamic courses shaped his childhood, but he never rejected “modern
sciences” in his whole life. For Qutb Islam is perfectly compatible with reason and
human nature, therefore there is no ground for any rational or intuitive system
instead of Islamic law. Qutb thought that Islam was contaminated by Greek
philosophy and intellectual-theological deviation.”” He insisted that Islam represents

a holistic system and rejected any “foreign” influences from other human made
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systems, such as democracy or socialism. He defended the “independence” of

Islam.”*

Nevertheless, according to Qutb, the main problem of the world is the detachment
from God.” Qutb’s usage of the term jahiliyyah, which refers to the age before the
Prophet, for nationalistic Egypt and Sufism, reflects his commitment to “purifying”
Islam like his predecessors like Abduh and Rida. This is the same line which future
jihadist movements and figures eagerly use for “unorthodox” Islamic tendencies,

sects, and religious movements.

Nonetheless, the young Qutb was affected by nationalism and became an Egyptian
nationalist before he turned to Islamism. As mentioned above several times,
nationalist elements merged with Islamism during the 20th century, and Qutb was
not safe from this composition. Although he later evaluated nationalist rule in Egypt
as jahiliyyah, he still operated within the Egyptian context for his political goals.
Targeting “near enemy”, i.e. to fight for national power and to struggle with Western
educated local rulers was one of the most important pillars of the first wave of jihad
in the 20th century.’® For sure, when Qutb and his predecessors thought about the
Muslim world, they did not think about national boundaries or just the Middle East.
However, when they slipped into the power politics of their age, and also due to their
political background (early nationalism, Egyptian exceptionalism in the Muslim
world, etc.), they always operated within the national context. When the Muslim
Brotherhood was disbanded and exiled by Egyptian authorities, Ikhwan leaders in

other countries still tried to be involved in Egyptian politics.
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Qutb’s experience in the USA (1948-1950) strengthened his abhorrence against the
values of the West, while he accepted the technological and scientific superiority of
the West. He believed that these values were the primary causes of what the USA
was then facing. He fascinated with the American material production labeling her as
“workshop of the world”, however, denounced the American way of life, her values
and lack of the spirit. Comparing Nasserist Egypt with the United States, he equated
Egypt with the USA in accord with their distance from Islam and branded Nasserist
Egypt as jahiliyyah.”’ He, like Abduh and Rida, rejected the separation of church and
state, claimed that it is a Western phenomenon and in Islamic societies there is no
religious hierarchy and Quran is the main source of justice and legislation. This
analysis led Qutb the removal of Nasserist rule, which was a new course of jihad in
contradistinction to Hasan al-Banna and Hasan al-Hudaybi’s Ikhwan. Some scholars
and important figures of Ikhwan (for instance al-Hudaybi who rejected Qutbist
militancy) state that Qutb is the main source of jihadist militancy which started in the

1970s.%%

Qutb’s new and uncompromising attitude towards Nasser, Arab nationalism, and
Arab socialism overlapped with the debates within the Islamic circles, especially the
Muslim Brotherhood.”” Qutb both broke with Ikhwan’s non-militant methods and
Arab nationalism. Purge of Ikhwan during the Nasserist era caused a split within the
Islamist ranks, and gave birth to Qutbist militant jihadism. Struggle for overthrowing
Nasserist administration and establishment of an Islamic political and social order
drove the Qutb-inspired new jihadist course. Qutb divided the world into two, on the

one hand, there was a world which was driven by powers of Satan, and on the other
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hand, there was a world which a vanguard believer community fighting against
tyranny and Satan.'”” And with a critical transformation, Qutb (inspired by al-
Mawdudi) placed the concept of fakfir, which means to charge someone for being an
infidel, against their fellow Muslim citizens who accepted the Nasserist
administration. This is a critical concept for transnational jihadist organizations such
as Al Qaeda and ISIL. According to Gerges, after Qutb, violence became not only a
tool against the state, but an identity marker of jihadism. Defensive jihad transformed
to an offensive jithad. However, it is important to note that pro-Qutb Islamism was a
small portion of the Islamist movement at that time.'”' Qutb’s militant jihadism will
found its way after postcolonial Arab states failure and with regression of the Arab

nationalism, while raise of the oil rich and conservative Gulf states.

What Qutb understands with jihad is simple: Man has deviated from God’s
command, i.e. fell into jahiliyyah, Western civilization and its agents in the Muslim
world are perfect examples of this deviation, and in order to establish an order in
accord with the divine Islamic rule, real believers must struggle against jahiliyyah via
jihad. Islam cannot be reduced to a mere spiritual issue due to is comprehensiveness.
Therefore, in Islamic law state and religion cannot be separated, politics and
spirituality strongly mingle together. Hence, Islam commands both social order and
daily life. But his understanding of jihad contains ambiguity: He calls to target the
jahili institutions, not people live under jahiliyyah. He claims that rule of Islam
excludes the coercion for non-Muslims. However, his understanding of jihadist
methods or means substantially vague. He, on the one hand calls for a “battle of

ideas” via preaching, and on the other hand, implies violence against jahili
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institutions with his vague term of movement. "~ These two methods are the main

pillars of militant jihadist movements across the world.

2.3. From Qutb to Afghan jihad: Transformation of the Middle East

2.3.1. The Decline of the Arab nationalism

Islamic revivalism of the 1970s coincides with the demise of Arab nationalism in the
Middle East. Arab nationalism’s retreat is presented by these events: Syria’s
secession from the United Arab Republic, Egyptian military failure in Yemen’s civil
war during the 1960s, and the disastrous defeat of 1967 War. Also, before the war,
pro-Egyptian state approach of Abdel Nasser created question marks amongst Arab
intellectuals. The consequence of 1967 War was not directly the rise of Islamism in
the Middle East. Rather, state nationalisms, such as Palestinian nationalism, raised
and Arab nationalism descended.'” After the War, Nasser’s Egypt became more and
more dependent economically to oil rich Gulf states, in parallel with this new state,
Nasser started to seek for a défente with Saudi Arabia, particularly in Yemen.
Another turning point was also significant: In 1970, the Royal Army of Jordan
clashed with Palestinian guerillas, crushed and expelled them from Jordan. “Black
September” was an event that an Arab nation, suggested to be a protector of
Palestine, defended its state interest against Palestinians. Moreover, after the Arab-
Israeli War of 1973, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat used the opportunity to cut a
deal with Israel with the US mediation. The political and economic embarrassing
situation of Arab states once had championed Arab nationalism paved the way for

Islamic revivalism in the Middle East during the 1970s. 1973 oil crisis and creation
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of a Gulf-based petro-dollar empire created economically neo-liberal and politically

conservative environment in the Middle East.

Anwar Sadat’s infitah (opening) policy marked a turning point for liberalization of
Egypt. Sadat championed for privatization, claimed that the public sector were
“inefficient and uncompetitive”, cancelled subsidies such as bread, sugar, rice, and
tea, restructured the agricultural sector from production for domestic consumption to
production for exportation (perfectly coherent with neoliberal orientation), re-aligned
Egypt’s foreign policy in order to bond ties with the West and cut ties with the
USSR, for attracting Gulf investments and IMF-World Bank loans he made legal
amendments which had been restricting free flow of capital, and loosened the

pressure against the Muslim Brotherhood in particular and Islamism in general.'**

2.3.2. Double crisis: Global and regional

Transformation of the Middle East during the 1970s intertwined with the broader
crisis of global capitalism. Capitalist economies struggled to sustain their economic
performance which marked the so-called “Golden Age” of post-War capitalism. The
neoliberal policies started to implement which meant internationalization,
financialization and demise of the Bretton Woods system. According to Hanieh,
financialization of capitalism leant on the integration of Gulf economies to global
economic system. Moreover, in 1974, the USA and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
signed a secret agreement which secures the US economy with regard to Saudi
petrodollars in exchange for the US support for Saudi security and military. This
move ensured dominance of US dollar in the world trade, and also more or less

prevented the use of oil prices for political purposes.'® Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
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states, with the oil price boom and their integration to global financial system,
increased their strength against Arab nationalism and socialism, and year by year
they attracted more Arab migrant to the Gulf countries. The more Gulf states
determined the economic architecture of the Middle East, the more conservative

Islamic current became prominent against secular nationalism and socialism.

Therefore, state-oriented economy policies and anti-colonial foreign policies of the
postcolonial Arab nations gave their places to neoliberal economy policies and
Western-oriented foreign policies by degrees (until the dissolution of the USSR,
Syria was an exception). Decreasing public sector proportionally in national
economies, privatization, and cutting subsidies created strife between popular strata
and state. There were lots of revolts against liberal economy policies especially in
Egypt, and charity works and NGOs tried to fill the vacuum. Mona Atia claims that
rise of Islamic charity organizations and forced neoliberalism do not contradict each
other. This “Faith-Based Organizations” within the neoliberal state became the
prominent providers of social services.'’® This pious neoliberalism dependent on the
bourgeoisie who got rich through the privatizations. Following the line of the Gulf
foundations, this new organizations were coherent with the neoliberal trend.'®” This
charity network proved its efficiency during the Afghan jihad against the USSR,
through Gulf charities which funded by wealthy Gulf businessmen.'*®

In parallel with above mentioned transformation, Qutb’s radical Islamic revivalism

envisioned a salvation for not only Muslim people who lived in a state of jahiliyyah,
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but also the entire world, whether it was “capitalist” or “communist.” Although Qutb
encountered with the capitalist world, especially the United States by his lifetime, he
saw the main problem of the whole world as “materialism”, not in the sense that a
Marxist critique of capitalism, but in the sense that someone chasing only his/her
own material desires and leaving spiritual necessities aside. Therefore, Qutb equated
both capitalist world and communist world for their “materialist” attitude towards
mankind, and also for their approach to the partition of Palestine. As mentioned
above, he sought to put forward Islam as a system independent of capitalism or

socialism.

Qutb’s ideas combined with neoliberal burden popular strata, demise of Arab
nationalism, and the Cold War politics. The unease of especially middle-class and
educated young opened the road for lots of organizations which followed Qutb’s
jihadist attitude. The most famous of these organizations was The Jihad Group (al-
Jamaat al-Jihad). Al-Jamaat’s most important action was the assassination of Anwar
Sadat. Its notorious member was an electric engineer, Abd al-Salam Faraj. Faraj
followed Qutb’s fight call against jahiliyyah and started his struggle with infidels
who were ruling in the Muslim lands. Faraj thought that Muslims forgot their duty,
1.e. jihad, against apostate rulers in their country. The consequence he drew was
crucial in militant jihadist thought: Muslims in Egypt, had to fight against Sadat, 1.e.
the “Near Enemy”, instead of fight against the US and Israel, i.e. the “Far Enemy.”'"”
Al-Jamaat’s “Near Enemy” strategy shared by its then member, a prominent jihadist,
later Al Qaeda leader, a pediatrician Ayman al-Zawahiri. According to al-Zawahiri’s
account, 1967 defeat was the most crucial moment for Nasser’s young admirers
returning their “original identity”, Islamism.""® During 1970s, young al-Zawahiri’s
opinions about militant jithad were enhanced by a Palestinian figure, Abdallah Azzam

who studied at Al-Azhar. Azzam was the point man of recruiting Arab jihadist for
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Afghan jihad.""" Azzam’s role will be mentioned shortly, however, it is remarkable
to underline that even al-Zawahiri went to Peshawar, Pakistan, during the 1980s, he

was still focusing on gaining experience to wage jihad inside Egypt.'"?

2.3.3. The godfather of ‘Arab-Afghans’ and the Afghan jihad

Qutb, Faraj, and Ibn Taymiyyah were the main inspiration for Abdallah Azzam in his
jihadist course. He was born in the West Bank, and witnessed his village was
destroyed by Israeli forces in 1967. He went to Jordan after Damascus, in order to
join Palestinian resistance. However, he found that Palestinian resistance was “too
secular”, he could not promote Islamism in the ranks of the PLO, and even in one
occasion, a Fatah fighter told him that “there is no religion behind the
organization.”'"? After completing his Ph.D. in al-Azhar, he conceptualized the
international jihad."'"* Azzam was the main man who recruiting the Arab fighters
(“Afghan Arabs™) to wage jihad against the USSR and Soviet-friendly Afghan

government.

There is important to note that militant jihadism was boosted by Iranian Revolution
of 1979, too; however, Afghan jihad had been waging before the Iranian Revolution,
the leader of the Revolution was a Shiite, and the United States started to arm
mujahideen in Afghanistan even before the invasion of the Red Army.'"” After the

Afghanistan’s April Revolution in 1978, and Iranian Revolution in 1979, the US

"' Nimrod Raphaeli, “Ayman Muhammad Rabi’ Al-Zawahiri: The making of an Arch-Terrorist,”

Terrorism and Political Violence 14, no. 4 (Winter 2002): 5.

"2 Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, “Ayman al-Zawahiri: The Ideologue of Modern Islamic Militancy,”
Future Warfare Series, no. 21 (March 2004): 7.

"> Muhammad Haniff Hassan, The Father of Jihad: Abd Allah Azzam’s Jihad Ideas and Its
Implications for National Security (London: Imperial College Press, 2014), 19.

4 1bid, 98.

"> During an interview in 1998, the then US National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski admits
that the USA started to arm mujahideen before the Soviet invasion. See, Alexander Cockburn and
Jeffrey St. Clair, “How Jimmy Carter and I Started the Mujahideen?,” Counter Punch, January 15,
1998, https://www.counterpunch.org/1998/01/15/how-jimmy-carter-and-i-started-the-mujahideen/.
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Government started an initiative for Soviet Asia, especially Afghanistan. The US’
policy towards Afghanistan consisted of countering the USSR both militarily and
politically (with sanctions), and also regrouping the US allies across the region for a
joint action. This initiative called “Operation Cyclone” and included to arm

mujahideen in Afghanistan.''®

In Afghanistan, Islamic parties seek to establish an Islamic state or try to counter
secular-Marxist parties has always been a reality. One of the best-known Islamic
group was Hizb-i Islami (The Party of Islam) had been leaded by Gulbiddin
Hekmetyar. Hizb-1 Islami had operated since the 1960s and had been fighting against
Marxist groups and Soviet-friendly Afghan government. Tribal and ethnic
differences largely determine the Afghan national politics. In addition to this,
Pakistan’s perpetual intervention to Afghan politics and social fabric creates lots of
problems. Although some Islamic groups inherited Sufi traditions of Afghanistan,
Pakistani madrasas, Hizb-1 Islami and Arab mujahideen clothed this heritage and

transformed it into a fakfiri approach.

For Afghan Islamism, the similar path was chosen: Like Egypt, Afghan Islamists in
1950s and 1960s clashed with leftist opposition (especially in Kabul), they thought
that religious establishment was inefficient, they could not recognize the threat of
left. Therefore, some young Islamists with tribal (or rural) background thought about
establishing a political movement at the Kabul University. The Islamic protests
against the Marxists were initially supported by the Afghan government in the late
60s and the early 70s.''” The Afghan Islamists saw the USSR and communist

movements as their main adversaries.

116 Robert D. Billard, Jr., “Operation Cyclone: How the United States Defeated the Soviet Union,”
Undergraduate Research Journal 3, no. 2 (October 2010): 25-41. For assessment of then US
President Jimmy Carter and the US Government, see, David N. Gibbs, “Reassessing Soviet Motives
for Invading Afghanistan: A Declassified History,” Critical Asian Studies 38, no. 2 (2006): 239-263.

"7 David B. Edwards, ibid, 203-208.
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In 1978, after the communist and pro-Soviet People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA) captured the power, it found itself in a kind of isolated position:
PDPA had factional division inside; the Party was an urban party, and it almost had
no power bases amongst rural population; opposition to new regime, especially
Islamists, had connection with regional powers, they found a safe haven in Pakistan.
The rapid land reform program of PDPA created a strife amongst rural population,
and the new government could not mobilize rural poor strata against Islamists and
the landowner class.''® Local tribes and mujahideen-lead guerillas started to wage

attacks against central government.

Therefore, already regionalized (via Pakistan and Saudi Arabia) jihad against the
leftists in Afghanistan mingled with the US quest for breaking apart the 1970s
détente with the Soviet Union (especially in the “Third World”), and Arab jihadists
crushed by their own countries and felt that their Arab states were just waste who
sought for an experience.'” According to one account, the early so-called “Arab-
Afghan” jihadists did not significantly consist of Egypt or Syria. Those jihadist at
that time still were trying to find a way to topple their own countries’ regime, and
after the failure of this struggle, they started to travel to Afghanistan, especially
between 1986-1992.'%

Abdullah Azzam was a member of Ikhwan and travelled to Saudi Arabia in 1980.
This is important due to both Qutbian fakfirism and growing Saudi/Wahhabi
influence merged together when lots of Ikhwan members had travelled to Saudi
Arabia during the oppression by Egyptian authorities. He, with the other Brotherhood
members, started to develop a hybrid model of Qutbist jihadism and Saudi

"8 Fred Halliday, “War and Revolution in Afghanistan,” New Left Review 1, No. 119
(January/February 1980): 20-41; David N. Gibbs, ibid, 245.

"9 Mustafa Hamid and Leah Farrall, The Arabs at War in Afghanistan (London: Hurst&Company,
2015), 22-23. The defeat of 1967 and the Siege of Beirut (1982) by Israel were mentioned that
directed the Arab youth to militant jihadism.

120 1pid, 23.
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Wahhabism.'?' Another important point is those who lost armed insurgency against
Hafez al-Assad government in Syria also travelled to Afghanistan and joined the
jihad against the USSR. Moreover, although jihadists at least were skeptical about
the Western capitalism, their socio-economic background fitted with capitalism
rather than socialism.'** This was where the bridge between “Near Enemy” tactics

and transnational jihad built.

The US and the Gulf (particularly Saudi Arabia) support for the Afghan jihad was
significant. Saudis financed Azzam’s jihadist recruitment center, “Services Bureau”
(MAK), and a young and wealthy Saudi businessman, Osama bin Laden was the
middle man for Saudis and Azzam, also he was funding the Afghan jihad.'"”> Azzam
and bin Laden established a camp near Pakistan border in Afghanistan, and Azzam
travelled to the Western countries, in particular to the USA and Federal Germany, to
draw attention to the anti-Soviet jihad. According to an estimation, Azzam’s MAK
collected 200 million dollars donation from the Middle East and the West for Afghan
jihad.'**

Although local Afghan mujahideen and foreign Arab Afghan militants allied with
their common cause, i.e. expelling the USSR from a Muslim land, their political and
religious attitudes differed from each other and this situation created lots of clashes
inside the Afghan jihad. Most foreign fighters who came to help for their Muslim
brethren were Salafi-Wahhabi background whereas local Afghan mujahideen and
tribal fighters had a nuanced religious heterodoxy. For instance, an Arab Afghan

militant became “famous” for his chopping “atheist” Afghan prisoners into pieces

12! John C. M. Calvert, “The Striving Shaykh Abdullah Azzam and the Revival of Jihad,” 88.

122 Fawaz Gerges, Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global? (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 71-72.

123 1bid. 75-76.

124 Rohan Gunaratna, Inside Al Qaeda: Global Network of Terror (New York: Columbia University

Press, 2002), 18-19.
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and these events created some unrest amongst Afghan militant. '*° This tension will
become an important aspect of the polemics between the defenders of the “Near
Enemy” tactics and the defenders of the “Far Enemy” tactics while a division

occurred in the jihadist ranks.

2.4. Jihadist double turn: Targeting far enemy, targeting near enemy

2.4.1. Post-Soviet confusion: Jihadists split up

Although local Afghan mujahideen outnumbered Arab Afghans, foreign jihadists
used their experience in Afghanistan to strengthen their transnational Islamist
networks, to recruit new -young- volunteers for jihadist cause, to enhance the
radicalization process. However, when the Red Army retreated from Afghanistan in
1989 and the USSR dissolved in 1991, tension between the rival Islamist factions in

Afghanistan occurred.

The bridge between jihad on national scale and jihad on international scale was built
by Abdullah Azzam. Still, Azzam advised his fellow jihadist from the Middle East to
regroup and gain experience with Afghan jihad in order to fight against their own
“kafir’ regimes, before he was assassinated in 1989. Azzam convinced a Syrian
fighter, Abu Musab al-Suri to give up his ambition to wage jihad against Hafez al-
Assad government. Al-Suri grasped the “global nature of jihad” during his
Afghanistan days.'*®

However, Afghan rivalry became apparent in 1990s. Taliban’s rise, conquest of

Kabul in 1996 and cutting of foreign aids by the USA due to the collapse of the

123 Fawaz Gerges, ibid, 82-83; Gilles Kepel, ibid, 147-148.

126 Brynjar Lia, ibid, 73-75. However, there are some objections against this relationship. According to
Ryan, Azzam and al-Suri disagree with the target of jihad. Ryan claims that Azzam rejected to wage
against local Muslim rulers whereas al-Suri advocated it. See, Michael W. S. Ryan, Decoding Al-
Qaeda’s Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (New York: Columbia University Press, 2013),
52-53.
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Soviet Union created a vacuum in both Afghan politics and transnational jihad cause.
In Peshewar in the early 1990s, there were rival factions such as traditional Ikhwan
defenders, hardline jihadists, and so on. For some scholars, Al Qaeda’s elevation was
closely interdependent with the decline of Afghan jihad, and an indicator of division
amongst the jihadist ranks: it was a sign of weakness, not of strength.'*’ Although
Arab Afghan militant achieved their goals of defeating the Red Army in Afghanistan,

they failed to topple down their own infidel regimes.

Moreover, the First Gulf War and Saudi approval to station US troops in Arabian
Peninsula created an irreversible division amongst Arab Afghans. According to Abu
Musab al-Suri’s own account, Saudi clerics and the Muslim Brotherhood issued
fatwas that approved Saudi decision to invite American soldiers to the Arabian
Peninsula against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. A minority of Afghan Arabs, such as al-
Suri, al-Zawabhiri, and bin Laden rejected the first tendency and created a base for

more rigorous jihad.'®
2.4.2. Rise of Al Qaeda and the occupation of Iraq

Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda sought to liberate the Muslim holy places from
“Judeo-Christian alliance” of the West and Israel. This was the main goal that was
declared by Al Qaeda and bin Laden’s fatwas against American civilian and military
elements. This was a “defensive jihad” call in a sense, and also aimed at the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Bin Laden, after the deployment of American troops in
Saudi Arabia, was one of the most ardent opponents of the Kingdom. One can find
the same line that had followed by the first Salafi thinkers who mixed the

nationalism and Islamism.

127 Fawaz Gerges, The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 69-84.

128 Brynjar Lia, ibid, 96.
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Al Qaeda’s later activities are well-known. Its most spectacular act was attack
against the USA on September 9th, 2001. The transnational jihad networks of
Afghan jihad twisted global jihad’s arm. After 9/11, the US Government invaded
Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq (2003) directly. Iraq and (after 1979) Iran’s containment
was an official US foreign policy towards the Persian Gulf (“dual containment”
policy). Invasion of Iraq was a part of the redesigning the Middle East, after the
dissolution of the USSR; against the “oil-politics” of Saddam Hussein. However, it
caused a fierce resistance by both nationalists and jihadist in Iraq. Iraq became a
showdown for global jihad network to wage against jihad against the “Far Enemy” in
a Muslim country. Between 2003 and 2006, Iraqi resistance against the US and allied

forces was staggering.

However, national, regional, international changes in the political scene were
overlapped again. In national level, the US tried to establish a Lebanon-style
confessionalist system, but in fact Sunni opposition rejected to participate in Iraqi
elections. At the same time, jihadist militancy shifted its focus from the far enemy to
near enemy, i.e. Shiites, with the contributions of infamous Jordanian jihadist Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi. In regional level, the war between Israel and Lebanese national
resistance, in particular Hezbollah, was over with the clear defeat of the former. Its
resistance gave a vast popularity to Hezbollah amongst both Lebanon and the
Middle East. In international level, the US occupation of Iraq destroyed one of the
bitter enemies of Iran in the region. Around 2006, the US foreign policy occupied

with the “Iranian threat.”

Therefore, after 2006, Iraq and Lebanon witnessed a growing Sunni sectarian
insurgency against Shiites (although Zarqawi tried to stir hate against Shiites right
after the occupation, in 2003). Especially in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and the Bush
Administration co-operate against Hezbollah and Iran via some Sunni jihadist

groups.'?’ In Iraq, Al Qaeda in Iraq became “Islamic State of Iraq” in 2006, which

129 See, Seymour Hersh, “Redirection,” The New  Yorker, March 5, 2007,

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/03/05/the-redirection.
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declared a caliphate, an Islamic state inside Iraq. This was hardly accepted by Al
Qaeda center, especially by Ayman al-Zawahiri who had been sought for a guerilla
war against the occupation. The main man for this move was Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
a Jordanian jihadist. He was not known for his theological depth, similar like lately

ISIL leaders, unlike core Al Qaeda leaders."’

Al-Zarqawi continued to call for attacking “near enemy”. Al-Zargawi tried to
achieve with killing Iraqi Shias indiscriminately to provoke them to retaliate against
Sunnis and to create a consciousness amongst Sunnis against Shias.'*' This is the
same line ISIL followed in Iraq and Syria. The Syrian jihad legitimized by Al Qaeda
leaders as a holy war against “Nusayri-Alawite regime of Bashar al-Assad.” In this
way, modern jihad was returning to its basic, i.e. a struggle aims to topple down

infidel regimes in the Muslim lands.

2.5. Conclusion

Modern jihadist movement developed by encountering Western thought, colonialism,
nationalist/pan-Arab challenge, and the Cold War context vis-a-vis communism. The
founding fathers of Salafism paved the way for militant jihadist with their hatred
against religious establishment and their aspiration for returning “pure” Islamic
historical epoch. Initial Salafist movements, especially the Muslim Brotherhood,
adopted a pragmatist political approach and appealed both Egyptian monarchy and
socially deprived sectors, such as lower middle classes, and in Syria, Sunni urban
mercantile class. Despite their strict anti-Western tone, during the Cold War,

Salafist/jihadist movements strongly opposed the USSR and communism, in

1% Fawaz Gerges, ISIS: A History (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2016), 57. It is
also important to note al-Zarqawi’s relations with Afghanistan jihadists. For example, after the
invasion of Afghanistan by the USA, Gulbuddin Hekmetyar facilitated the escape of al-Zarqawi to
Iran. Ibid, 63.

11 Gary Gambill, “Abu Musab al-Zarqawi: A Biographical Sketch,” Terrorism Monitor December 16,
2004, https://jamestown.org/program/abu-musab-al-zarqawi-a-biographical-sketch-2/.
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Afghanistan the tacit alliance between the Islamic forces and the USA against the
Red Army and communist-affiliated Afghan government was an important turning
point. The decline of Arab nationalism and the neoliberal epoch of the capitalist
world economy created an opportunity for transnational jihadist movement. The rise
of Al Qaeda changed the course of jihad: the call for an “Islamic world revolution”
and targeting the far enemy, i.e. the USA was a crucial turning point. In Syria, the
ISIL changed the course again, and the enemy of the jihadist cause again became
near enemy, i.e. Alawites, Shias, etc. For Palestinian identity, the PLO’s expulsion
from Lebanon and its eagerness to recognize Israel, the rise of Gulf monarchies and
flow of money boosted jihadist groups inside Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.
Poverty, lack of governance, sectarianism, and deprived from Lebanese social fabric
undermined the Palestinian national identity and strengthened jihadism in Palestinian

community.
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CHAPTER 3

RATIONALE OF THE SYRIAN JIHAD

Has it been decreed that each time a ruler in America
wants to win the presidency that he should kill us..

We al-Arab?

Nizar Qabbani, The Face of Qana

3.1. Introduction

The Syrian War is one of the most significant historical turning points in global jihad
movement, along with mujahideen against the USSR (1979), and the US occupation
of Iraq (2003). Al Nusra (an offshoot of Al Qaeda), ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and
Levant), and the other jihadist organizations made significant gains in Syria and gave
momentum to Syrian bloodshed. Although Syrian jihad has its own national
components, especially due to the Muslim Brotherhood’s insurgency in 1980s, the
regional and the international dimensions of the Syrian crisis made Syrian jihad a
new “wave” of global jihadist current.'’? Successive Baath governments and
economic change both in the 20th century and in Bashar al-Assad era created a new
class structure in Syria and this new class formation constitutes the economic
background for the crisis of 2011. In this chapter, the Syrian jihad will be traced back
in the 20th century of Syria and Syria’s economic evolution will be highlighted.

132 Fawaz Gerges, “ISIS and the Third Wave of Jihadism.”
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3.2. The Syrian Ikhwan and its social roots

Islamism and the reaction of the state against it generally express themselves as
violent. Baathist governments’ radical policy (both economically and socially)
created a reaction in urban centers, particularly in Aleppo and Hama, amongst Sunni
population and it was represented by the Muslim Brotherhood. The Syrian
Brotherhood, like its main Egyptian branch, was founded by declining urban -Sunni-
middle class people and children of ulama. Hanna Batatu shows the leadership of
Syrian Ikhwan’s socio-economic background from its foundation to the 1980s. The
social base of Ikhwan was self-sufficient craftsmen, small traders, descendants of
ulama, and educated youth. Two of their main ideological affiliation were religiosity
and “free enterprise.” Therefore, nationalization of some trade branches in Baathist
era created a strife between state bureaucracy and urban merchants. Also, rural and
urban co-operatives negatively affected tradesmen class in urban and rural centers.
However, The Muslim Brotherhood did not have a basement in countryside, it

largely stayed for an urban force, contrary to Baath Party.

Urban middle-class and educated youth/professionals pursued an anti-Alawite
religious discourse and started violent attacks against the government and army
officers/cadets with Alawite background between 1978-1982.'% An off-shot of
Ikhwan, “The Fighting Vanguard” was the main organization that carried out

. . . 134
assassinations, sabotages, bombings, etc. 3

The same Vanguard members later
travelled to Afghanistan. The Vanguard believed that after the suppression of Hama
uprising by the Syrian Army, it was impossible to continue the jihadist cause in
Syria. Hence, some fighters joined “Arab Afghans” in Pakistan and became a fighter

against the Red Army, although relatively small numbers. However, one of the most

'3 Hanna Batatu, “The Syrian Muslim Brethren,” in State and Ideology in the Middle East and
Pakistan, ed. Fred Halliday and Hamza Alavi (London: Macmillan, 1988), 112-133.

13* Dara Conduit, “The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood and the Spectacle of Hama,” The Middle East

Journal 70, no. 2 (Spring 2016): 211-226.
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prominent Syrian jihadists who joined the “Arab Afghans” was Abu Musab al-Suri,

which later became a famous Al Qaeda ideologist.'

3.3. Different Baaths

3.3.1. From radicalism to “corrective movement” of Hafez al-Assad

Under successive Baath coups and governments, both party and the state changed
rapidly. Hanna Batatu underlines that Baathism in Syrian history does not consist of
unified elements, and at least “three Baathism” can be examined. The first Baathism
is more or less driven by “ideals”, there were self-sacrificing educated youth who
were going to villages and merged with Arab unity. According to Batatu, the
founding fathers of Baath Party comes from a merchant class background, and for
this class, dismembering the Arab land was disastrous. This issue is significant due to
the later rise of rural elements in Baath. The first Baath almost completely consisted
of urban figures. Moreover, although in the first phase of Baath Party the members
were coming from village-people or their sons, old Baathist figures nearly did not see
any importance within peasantry and did not blame big landowners for the country’s
misery, on the contrary to the 1960s Baathists.'*® Baath Party of the 1960s can be

.. 1
seen as a “transition” towards a more rural party, state, and bureaucracy."’

Hafez al-Assad did not pursue the radical Baathist course against old social order and
its carriers. According to one account, late 1960s Hafez al-Assad expressed a change
of course in Baath Party which underlined compromises with both domestic and

regional affairs. It meant for Assad to tone down urban-rural conflict and a

135 Raphaél Lefévre, Ashes of Hama: The Muslim Brotherhood in Syria (Oxford and London: Oxford
University Press, 2013), 141-144; Brynjar Lia, ibid, 72.

13 Hanna Batatu, Syria’s Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999), 133-144.

137 Hanna Batatu, ibid, 144-176.
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reconciliation with urban middle classes.*® After the defeat of the radical wing of
Baath, leaded by Salah Jadid, he established a support base amongst wealthy urban
Sunni population particularly in Damascus, tried to conceal his Alawite background
and held on to religious representations of Sunni Islam, while was connecting with
Sunni ulama. Although after 1980, being a member of the Muslim Brotherhood was
a crime which be punished with capital punishment, during the 1990s, Hafez al-
Assad made an “Islamist” turn in his political course, in parallel with economic
liberalization of Syrian economy. Moreover, the dissolution of the USSR meant that
Syria lost its main supporter against Israel and the USA militarily. The domination of
Washington with respect to the “Middle East peace process” and the new world order
which gave Israel first place in the Middle East, forced al-Assad to adopt a nuanced
approach to old Islamist rivals. In their turn, some Islamists found an ally in
Damascus who was an obstacle to the US plan of hegemony in the Middle East.
They ceased hostilities against Hafez al-Assad government, and due to Egypt and
Jordan’s co-operative gestures towards Israel and the USA, a wave of Islamist
figures started to see Syria as a front against the West. In addition to this, contrary to
growing ties between Turkey and Israel, and growing enmity between Syria and
Turkey due to the PKK issue, the Syrian government officials adopted an Islamic
tone against Turkey. After this change of course, some prominent Syrian Muslim
Brotherhood figures returned to Syria from exile, and in return for refraining political
activities, they were free to continue their religious activities.””> Number of the
religious schools increased, books of Sayyid Qutb were printed, and an openness to
everyday religious practices were occurred. However, relations between the Syrian

government and the Muslim Brotherhood continued to be tense due to al-Assad’s

1% Tbid, 172-173. When Assad crushed Jadid and his supporters, urban merchants and their allies

flooded to the streets and chanted for Assad. See, ibid, 175. However, Hafez al-Assad did not forget
his ancestral and political roots: When Lebanese Sunni leaders asked for help against the migration of
“Shia peasants”, Assad snubbed them and reminded that he was a peasant and fought against the
urban nobles. See Patrick Seale, Asad: The Struggle for the Middle East (Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1995), 356.

139 Eyal Zisser, “Hafiz al-Asad Discovers Islam,” Middle East Quarterly 6, no. 1 (March 1999): 49-
56.
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conditions for return of Ikhwan members could not easily accepted by the

(e 14
organization. 0

To sum up, Hafez al-Assad’s “corrective movement” in Baath and the state retreated
the original Baath’s assertions about Islam and its domination in Syrian or Arab
society. The founding fathers of Baath Party tried to put Arab nationalism is a kind
of “new religion” instead of Islam. On the contrary, Hafez al-Assad, during both in
1970s and 1990s, rehabilitated Islam’s role in Syrian society and used Islam for

legitimizing his three decades rule with co-optation.'*’

He gave room to ulama in
state apparatus, raised the pay of men of religion (i.e. imams, khatibs, muftis, etc.),
helped the construction of new mosques, and tried to prove that the Alawite sect is a

legitimate branch of Shiite Islam.'**

3.3.2. Cautious Islamization of the country under Bashar al-Assad

Bashar al-Assad continued his father’s line against Ikhwan, at the same time he made
more room for Islam in daily life of ordinary Syrians and political establishment. He
annulled a decree that prohibits wearing headscarf in schools, the number of “Islamic
charity” organizations increased, religious education become widespread. Assad
allowed these activities his approach towards ulama or religious authorities.'* Even
in Western media, there were reports about “Islamic revival” in Syria. According to

one report, in 2006, 80 madrasas in Damascus were serving more than 75,000

140 Eyal Zisser, “Syria, Ba’th Regime and the Islamic Movement: Stepping on a New Path?,” The
Muslim World 95, (January 2005): 43-65.

"1 Eval Zisser, Commanding Syria: Bashar al-Assad and the First Years in Power (London and New

York: I.B. Tauris, 2007), 58.
142 Hanna Batatu, ibid, 360-361.

' Thomas Pierret, “The Syrian Baath Party and Sunni Islam: Conflicts and Connivance,” Crown
Center for Middle East Studies, No. 77 (February 2014): 4.
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. 144
women and girls.

army.'* Nevertheless, the new government of Bashar al-Assad was suspicious of

In 2003, the government allowed religious practices in the

growing “Islamic revival” and tried to avert any Islamic challenge against it. Massive
urbanization (rural population was a traditional support base for Baath), the poverty
that was created by liberal economy policies, and general Islamist atmosphere of the
Arab states inspired a return for religion in Syria. In spite of the government’s
success against the Muslim Brotherhood uprising in the 1980s, the Islamization of
the society took a decisive turn in Syria like other Arab countries. However, Bashar
al-Assad’s first “openness” policy and expectation for political liberalism gave its
place to disappointment. The premature “Damascus Spring” was cracked by the
government, and after the US occupation of Iraq, Bashar al-Assad government was
being a target for the Bush Administration. Putting Syria in the so-called “Axis of
Evil”, with the assassination of the Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafiq Hariri in 2005
and subsequent withdrawal of the Syrian army from Lebanon once again isolated

Syria internationally.

3.4. Sectarian discourse of the Islamist movements

3.4.1. Historical roots of sectarianism

The denouncement of the successive Baath governments by Islamist groups, such as
above-mentioned Syrian Muslim Brotherhood, was regular in the 1970s. For
example, a group called Mujahidin claimed assassinations of Alawites, and branded
the Syrian government, as usual, as “sectarian.”'*® The group stated that Alawites are

“enemies” and un-Islamic, and pictured their struggle as a fight between “[Sunni]

144 Katherine Zoepf, “Islamic Revival Led by Women Tests Syria’s Secularism,” The New York

Times, August 29, 2006,
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/30/learning/featuredarticle/20060830wednesday.html.
'3 Eyal Zisser, “Syria, Ba’th Regime and the Islamic Movement: Stepping on a New Path?,” 61.

146 Nikolaos van Dam, The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba’th
Party (London and New York: I.B. Tauris, 2011), 90.
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Muslim majority” and “infidel Nusayri minority.”'*” An Ikhwan-affiliated cleric tried
to justify the Islamic rebellion against Hafez al-Assad with both un-Islamic
“Nusayris” and minority rule over the majority.'*® The militant Islamist activities in
Syria against Baath administration aimed to achieve an all-around civil war between
Sunni and Alawite population. This sectarian confrontation followed the similar path
of Lebanese Civil War, tried to ignite a “Sunni” mutiny in the army against
“Alawite” officers.'*” The similar discourse was put by both al-Zarqawi in Iraq after
the US occupation against Shiites and jihadist opponents of al-Assad in Syria after

2011 against Alawites and sometimes Christians.

Hence, the Syrian jihad and its discourse against Baath and Alawites was prepared
before the Syrian War. Al Qaeda network started to focus on Syria (and Levant,
Greater Syria) as a new insurgency geography in 2008-2009. However, the first
signal rocket was launched by famous Syrian jihadist Abu Musab al-Suri right after
the death of Hafez al-Assad.'”® Al-Suri depicts the situation in Greater Syria for
Sunnis as a matter of life and death, and labels the Syrian government (he calls it

151 .
»I51 He cites

“Alawite Nusayris”) a threat like “the Jews and the Crusaders.
derogatory words and fatwas from 13th century Islamic scholar, Ibn Taymiyyah
against Alawites and addresses the youth of the Greater Syria to participate jihad
against the Syrian government. He follows the footsteps of infamous Jordanian
jihadist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, who took Ibn Taymiyyah’s fatwas against Alawites
a step further and urged the jihadist movement to target al// Shias, not only its
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In 2007, an organization called “Monotheism and jihad group in Levant” (Jamaat al-
Tawhid val Jihad fi Bilad al-Sham, resembles Zarqawi’s organization’s name) urged
Sunnis of Syria to topple down Bashar al-Assad. Its leader’s name was “Abu Jandal”,
and in a long video, he recited infamous fatwas of Ibn Taymiyyah against Alawites-
Nusayris, called for annihilating all of them. This new group branded Hafez and
Bashar al-Assad governments as “Nusayri occupation” and claimed that “[Nusayris]

were desecrating the honor of the Muslims.”'*?

One of the most important aspect of jihadist turn against Syria was the defeat of al-
Zarqawi’s Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) during the civil war of 2006-2008 in Iraq. Both
US occupation forces and its new Iraqi ally “Sahwa” (Awakening) Sunni groups
diminished AQI. AQI had been working against not only the US occupation and
Shiites, but also Sunnis who did not cooperate with the jihadist group. With Sahwa
forces, lots of Sunni regrouped against AQI, and AQI started to withdraw from its
once strongholds, such as Anbar province.'>* This is when global jihad ideologists

started to look for another place to fight.

3.4.2. Syria is in the cross hairs

The one who puts Syria and the Levant in a strategic position for global jihad
movement was Abu Fadil al-Madi.'” In his article to a jihadist website in 2009, al-
Madi argues the Syria’s position in a global manner. He claims that the Syrian
government changed its attitude towards Sunni jihadists after 2005 and started to
oppress its network. He also states that the Ba’athist government is “working hard”

against Sunnis in general and calls his readers to think about Syria’s strategic

'3 Raphaél Lefévre, ibid, 147.

134 Andrew Phillips, “How al Qaeda lost Iraq,” Australian Journal of International Affairs 62, no. 1
(March 2009): 64-84.

'35 Murad Batal al-Shishani, “Jihadis Turn their Eyes to Syria as a Post-Iraq Theater of Operations,”
Terrorism Monitor 7, issue 26 (August 2009): 3-5.
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importance according to the global jihad.'*® Al-Madi draws a picture of conflict
between “moderates” (such as Jordan, Saudi Arabia) and “Shia crescent”, states that
in Iraq jihadist movement has been stuck into a war of attrition with the USA and has
been wasting its time and energy. Therefore, al-Madi says, global jihad should turn
its attention towards Syria.">’ According to al-Madi’s assessment, Syria would have
been a more easier target than Iraq and when Syrian government toppled or dragged

into chaos, both Iraqi and Lebanese Sunnis will be in a more stronger position.'*®

Al-Madi’s argument resembles Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s Al Qaeda of Iraq (AQI)
which tried to inflame an all-an-out sectarian civil war in Iraq after the US
occupation. Despite calls by Al Qaeda Central leaders, such as Osama bin Laden and
Ayman al-Zawahiri, AQI’s main man al-Zarqawi continued to attack “near enemy”,
1.e. Shias, despite that the other Al Qeada leaders pointed their fingers to the “far
enemy”’, i.e. the USA. What al-Zargawi tried to achieve was killing Iraqi Shias
indiscriminately in order to provoke them to retaliate against Sunnis and to create a
consciousness amongst Sunnis against Shias.'”® Al-Zarqawi denigrates Shias as

. . . . . . 1
“soldiers of occupiers” and justifies attacks against their mosques, markets, etc.'®’

While AQI and al-Zarqawi were redirecting the path of jihad, the USA and its allied
countries started a new course after the occupation of Iraq. One of the most famous
articles of the award-winning journalist Seymour Hersh, due to the fear of the so-

called “Shia axis” in the Fertile Crescent, from Tehran to Beirut, the USA and Saudi
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10 Nibras Kazimi, “A Virulent Ideology in Mutation: Zarqawi Upstages Maqdisi,” in Current Trends
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Hudson Institute, 2005), 59-73.
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Arabia had been searching for a strong Sunni counter-strike against Iran.'®' The Bush
Administration was thinking that Iraqi occupation had empowered Iran, and
therefore, the US government’s strategic priority was not “Sunni rebellion” in Iraq,
on the contrary, to counter Iran the USA and its allies should have been came side by
side with those “Sunni” groups. The USA and Saudi Arabia’s main targets were
obvious: Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Assad in Syria. Hersh claims that, with
Washington’s consent, Saudi Arabia “would provide fund and logistical aid to
weaken” the Syrian government. The main protagonist of this scene was the Syrian
Muslim Brotherhood.'®® At the same time, Saudi Arabia began to fund and arm
Lebanese and Palestinian jihadists against Hezbollah. Therefore, Al Qaeda started to
send its fighters to wage jihad to Lebanon'®, and al-Zarqawi operated in Lebanese
camps to recruit new jihadists for the organization.'®* Saudi Arabia’s strategy was

“isolating Syria to “clip Iran’s wings’.”'%’

Thus, after al-Zarqawi’s lead in Iraqi jithad and Saudi Arabia’s concerns about
“Iranian influence” towards the middle east, global jihad movement and US-Saudi
strategies juxtaposed with regard to Syria. The main goal was to contain Iran. That
goal implies to carry out an aggressive policies towards Iran and Iran’s allies, i.e.

Lebanese Hezbollah and Syria.

61 Seymour M. Hersh, "The Redirection,” The New Yorker, March 5, 2007,
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3.5. Political economy of the war

3.5.1. Transformation of Syria in the 20th century under Baath

The Syrian economy in the 1960s saw successive Baath administrations which were
tended to be “traditional” and “radical”, respectively. The first Baath government
(1963-1966) stopped its predecessor’s liberal economic tendencies which were
mostly in favor with large landowners. The banks were nationalized again, and
nationalization project reached out oil, cotton, import and export sectors. Although
during the second and “radical” Baath period (1966-1970) the credits to agriculture
mostly went to the large landowners, government control over the market, oppression

. C. . . 1
on bourgeois elements were significant in radical Baath era.'®

When Hafez al-Assad dictated his “corrective” movement after the coup (1970), he
took a chance to more or less “liberalize” Baath’s economy policy. In conjunction
with the 1973 War, al-Assad adopted a Syrian version of infitah (openness) but in a
restricted way. The main beneficiary of this first infitah was Damascene mercantile
bourgeoisie. Before Hafez al-Assad, rapid socialization of the land was not supported
with state investment and co-operatives, and on top of it, landowners and investors
were alienated from the state due to land reform. Therefore, al-Assad looked to adopt
a more inclusive policy for old regime’s landowners to boost agrarian investments.
Particularly in Jazirah region, agrarian bourgeoisie who had been seen as a hostile
force vor Baath Party were used by the state to stand up the agrarian sector. It was a
mixture of both private and state ownership on land, however, struggle in the party

continued throughout the 1980s. Nevertheless, though Baath Party under Hafez al-

1% Syed Aziz-al Ahsan, “Economic Policy and Class Structure in Syria: 1958-1980,” International
Journal of Middle East Studies 16, no. 3 (August 1984): 301-323; Raymond A. Hinnebusch, “The
Political Economy of Liberalization in Syria,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 27, no. 3
(August 1995): 305-320.
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Assad rehabilitated the rich landowner class, the land reform before him consolidated

the party’s middle peasantry base in rural regions. '®’

Economic difficulties and consequences of radical Baath policies during the 1960s
alienated the urban [Sunni] merchant classes, particularly in Aleppo. High inflation
rates caused strikes and demonstrations, and in some occasions, this class mentioned
displeasure against socialist policies and the alliance with the Soviet Union.'®®
During the 1970s, the Syrian economy was boosted by the Gulf petrodollar and
loans, however, with the 1980s, mostly due to rivalry in Lebanese Civil War, wealthy
Arab countries decreased their aids to Syria. Also, lack of capital and high-skilled
labor, industrial projects could not be done and industrial gross was almost stagnant

throughout the 1980s.'%’

After the debt crisis of 1986, Syrian leadership shifted the country’s economy policy
from “a planned economy to free-market economy” which did not resemble the
policy of infitah (opening up) of 1970s.'”® The Syrian government implanted
austerity measures, which included reduction in public investment and decreasing
salaries, and step by step reversed the nationalization policy of old Baath and
adopted privatization. Private sector investments surpassed public sector’s (thanks to
decrease of the latter, means proportionally, not at real terms) first time in Baath
administrations, and new Syrian mercantile bourgeoisie, state bureaucracy, and
newly established import-export businessmen exploited the new situation.'”' The

new policy also was forced by the conditions of the regional and international

17 Raymond A. Hinnebusch, Syria: Revolution From Above (London and New York: Routledge,
2005), 111-112 and 118.
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politics. The USSR was in an internal turmoil due to Gorbachev reforms; decrease in
the oil prices and political tension between Syria and the Gulf states; and
international aids were started to given with political conditions.'”* This new reform
path re-organized the relationship between state, bourgeoisie and popular strata, and
the ideological formation of Baath Party reconfigured according to new economy
policy.'” In the 1990s, the second infitah changed proportions of private and public
sectors in the Syrian economy significantly. In GDP, private sector became more and
more important contrary to public sector.'”* The famous Law No. 10 (1991)
regulated the investment in Syria and opened the door for foreign and private
investment. This is how the Syrian government responded the end of the Cold War,
three decades statist domestic economy policy, and Syria’s dependence of Gulf

c11
aid.'”

After the so-called “oil boom™ in 1973, the Gulf states’ economy was boosted and
attracted external work force, especially from other Arab countries. Salaries in the
Gulf states were too high than, for example Egypt and Syria. With the second half of
the 1970s, Syrian migrant workers number increased, and according to estimations,
in 1992, there were around 112,000 Syrian citizens (living and working) in the Gulf
countries. Migrant workers’ remittance is an important aspect of trade balance for
labor-exporting countries. However, Syria was never like Egypt or Jordan with

respect to migrant workers’ remittance rate. Also, the Syrian government tried to
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prevent skilled-labor migration to the Gulf countries from time to time.'”
Correspondingly, the Gulf monarchies were integrated to world economy. A
compromise between the Western oil companies and the Gulf monarchies and the
increase of oil prices paved the way for “petrodollar circle” and helped the new
configuration of the capitalist world market which had been in crisis since the end of
the 1960s. The Gulf economies enhanced the rapid financialization of the world
economy: Gulf petrodollars were used for loans in the US and European banks.
Moreover, according to an agreement reached between the USA and Saudi Arabia,
the latter’s petrodollars were in large amounts invested in the US-related banks and
especially for US Federal Reserve Bank. Therefore, integration of the Gulf
economies into the highly internationalized and financialized world economy
strengthened Gulf’s hegemony over the Middle East.'”” The surging power of the
Gulf (and Libya before Gaddafi) combined with the decline of radical pan-Arab
cause and acute economic failure of those states. During the 1970s, foreign capital
began to flow to Syria in large amounts. Used for mostly infrastructure development
and military expenditure, Arab aid to Syria between 1974 and 1978 was estimated
around 500 million dollars per year.'”® However, Syria’s backing of Iran during Irag-
Iran War reversed the flow. During the 1990s, despite the fact that Syria’s tiny
liberalization, foreign direct investments were relatively low in accordance with

Egypt and Jordan.'”

Moreover, until the 1980s, private sector investment in Syria
was relatively small (20%) and despite the increase of private investment in light

industries, its proportion was stagnant.'** However, the role of private sector

'7® Onn Wickler, “Syrian Migration to the Arab oil-producing countries,” Middle Eastern Studies 33,
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increased during the 1990s, liberalization and privatization became a state policy,
and the relation between the state, the bourgeoisie and the popular strata was step by

step changed until 2011.

To sum up, under Hafez al-Assad rule, Baath Party transformed the state as a
facilitator towards adopting market policies and developing capitalism, although it
never accepted the Syrian society was going a transition from socialism to
capitalism.'®' His double infitah policies in the 1970s and in the 1990s rehabilitated
the old mercantile bourgeoisie and created a new one. The old and the new
bourgeoisie mainly consisted of tradesmen and private industrial investments were
relatively low. After the dissolution of the USSR, Syria lost its main economic and
political supporter, and al-Assad tried to align himself with the winners of the Cold
War. Law no. 10 (1991) was significant for more market-free economic policy.
Privatization and support for the private sector marked the Syrian economy in the

1990s. After Hafez’s death, this policy continued and accelerated.

3.5.2. More liberalization during Bashar’s era

In domestic policies, Bashar al-Assad tried to integrate Syria’s economy to the global
system and continued his father’s reluctant neoliberal economic policy.'* Bashar al-
Assad stated that his administration adopted the so-called “social market economy”
policy which made the market is defining the economic framework while the state is
leading the process.'® While the party and the state adopted a market-oriented

economy, they also consolidated the state’s class base amongst the bourgeoisie.
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2016), 91-92.

'82 Omar S Dahi and Yasser Munif, “Revolts in Syria: Tracking the Convergence Between

Authoritarianism and Neoliberalism,” Journal of Asian and African Studies 47, no. 4 (2011): 323—
332.

'8 «president al-Asad’s Speech on His Re-election,” cited by Samer N. Abboud, “Locating the

“Social” in the Social Market Economy,” in Syria from Reform to Revolt, Volume 1, ed. Raymond
Hinnebusch and Tina Zintl (New York: Syracuse University Press, 2015), 45.

59



Integration to the world economy and amending the laws that protecting the domestic
production hit the under-developed industrial sector while regulations strengthened
commercial businesses. One account states that “Syria has been transformed from a
state-planned economy into a FIRE (Finance, Insurance and Real Estate)
economy.”™ Trivets of neoliberal discourse, such as fiscal discipline,
competitiveness, macroeconomic stabilization, financial de-regulation, competitive
labor market, were adopted by the Syrian government. This meant that decreasing
role of the public sector, at least theoretically, would be compensated by emerging
private sector. In 2010, private sector’s proportion of GDP was 66%.'*> However,
growing private sector could not offer enough new jobs while public sector’s
proportion was decreasing, and high unemployment rates became acute during the
2000s. Moreover, cutting subsidies and rural migration to urban centers shaked
decades old Baath alliance structure and alienated both rural population and urban
poor from the Baath Party and the state. The tribal anger (and kinship with Saudi
Arabia) was used by the regional powers, namely Saudi Arabia, against Bashar al-

Assad with the break of the Syrian War (2011).

Syrian economy highly was dependent on oil production and agriculture, and despite
the economic reform path, its annual growth started to slow after Hariri
assassination.'® In 2007, oil industry constituted 25 percent of the GDP, and Syria’s
textile industry was growing and mostly it counted itself on cotton, which employed
“2.7 million farmers and their dependents, about 15 percent of the population.”®’
During Bashar al-Assad’s first 10 years in the office, agricultural sector’s proportion

of GDP fell from 25.6% to 17.4%, service sector surpassed all other productive
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sectors (59.6%), and Syria’s industry was stagnant.'™ Investments were largely non-
industrial, and the expected labor market enhancement was relatively disappointing.
Hence, Syrian economy would have been faced a crisis in case of low oil prices and a

collapse in agriculture and textile sectors.

A World Bank report from 2008 retains that despite the reverse migration from urban
centers to rural areas in late 1990s, in the 10 years to 2004 the real agricultural labour
productivity had been decreased and increased rural population was mostly
employed in the small size farms. However, in 2008, the agricultural sector still held
an important aspect of the Syrian economy, with 27% share in the GDP. Moreover,
when it came to the 2000s, rural poverty surpassed the country’s overall poverty with
62%. Despite the fact that the government subsidies supported some products such as
cotton and wheat, figures showed that mostly rich landowners benefited from those
subsidies.'® During 2006-2010, the country’s agriculture faced one of the worst
disasters originated from drought. Syria’s north-eastern part, Jazirah region, mostly
was affected by the crisis, and also Damascus, Homs, and Dera’a were hit by the
drought. The drought combined with neo-liberal economy policy and unemployment

. . 1
rate and poverty was increased during those years.'”"

Due to the budget crisis, Bashar al-Assad government started to cut subsidies step by
step. For instance, in 2004, a presidential decree was issued which diminished the

government’s responsibility for securing jobs for newly graduated engineering
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191

students. " Also, along with a reform program in 2008, the government started to cut

fuel and food subsidies which were very important for the Baath Party’s popular

2 In 2007, Legislative Decree No. 8 was implemented for private

support base.
investment, and this decree encouraged local, foreign, and especially Gulf
investors.'”> Gulf monarchies’ sovereign wealth funds (SWFs) started to dominate
the Middle East thanks to oil price boom starting with 2003, and Syria became a
playground for the Gulf SWFs."”* Large building and infrastructure projects were
started by the GCC countries, and in particular, when Syrian-Saudi relations reached
a detente in 2009 after the tension with Saudi-backed and Syrian-backed Lebanese

factions peaked in 2008, Saudi Arabia’s investment increased until the 2011

1
unrest.'”

When Obama administration sought for a detente with the Syrian government due to
the US financial decline and pivoting Asia strategy, despite tit-for-tat between the
two countries after the invasion of Iraq and Hariri assassination in order to solve the
Arab-Israeli conflict'®® and integrate Syria to the post-Cold War global system, Gulf

economies started to increase their investments in the Syrian soil. According to one
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Control Over Resources,” The Arab Studies Journal 13/14, no. 2/1 (Fall 2005/Spring 2006): 74.
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account, before 2011, the UAE was the top investor in Syria with 10 billion dollars,
the second was Kuwait with 6 billion dollars, the third was Qatar with 5 billion
dollars, and although Saudi Arabia had 2 billion investment in Syria, negotiations
was ongoing between Saudi and Syrian officials concerning with new investments."”’
According to one unofficial data, Saudi investment in Syria grew between 2007-
2009, from 750 million USD to 1 billion USD."® Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, especially Qatar, United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia leaded foreign
investment in sectors like real estate, retail, industry, and infrastructure.]”Also, n
2007, Syria and Turkey signed off a free trade agreement and Turkish investments

rose to 400 million USD in 2008.2%

But due to the uncompetitiveness of Syrian products both regionally and
internationally, the opening of the Syrian market and re-organizing the Syrian
economy as a free-market economy created a vacuum and started to undermine the
relationship between the state and the popular strata.’’! In 2010, “during a period of

95202

two months, 48 textile were shut down. The agricultural sector’s share in GDP

declined 7.8 percent to 2.8 percent from 2005 to 2010, poverty increased (from 30.1
percent to 33.6 percent), and especially the northern and eastern regions of Syria

“had the highest poverty rates in the country.”***
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3.5.3. Syria’s international relations during the 2000s

Above-mentioned economy policy did not completely determine the foreign policy
of Syria. Under Bashar al-Assad, Syria started to work with international financial
institutions, such as IMF and World Bank. After 9/11, al-Assad bandwagoned the US
policy “war on terror” in a while, however, before the invasion of Iraq, Syrian
government was seen by the Bush Administration (his speech in 2002 in State of the
Union) as “beyond the axis of evil”, and one article penned in 2007 by the current

US National Security Advisor, John R. Bolton, Syria joined the “axis of evil.”***

This change of course follows this timeline: Assassination of the Prime Minister of
Lebanon Rariq Hariri in 2005, Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon, July War of 2006 in
Lebanon which ended with Israeli defeat, Israeli airstrike on Syria’s alleged nuclear
facility in 2007, and the dangerous deadlock in Lebanese system and clashes between
Hezbollah and the Future Movement militants in Beirut in 2008 (ended with Doha
Agreement). All of these issues cover Lebanese political scene and signify the
Syrian-backed Hezbollah’s growing influence in Lebanon. Therefore, the USA and
its allies in the Middle East sought a policy towards Syria a sort of “carrot and stick™:
They tried to weak Bashar al-Assad government, and supposed to detract him from

Iran and Hezbollah.?%

This is when the Bush Administration and Saudi Arabia started to work with “Sunni”
elements in Lebanon to balance the Syrian influence. Lebanon was a “reliance front”
for the USA, Saudi Arabia, and Salafist militants for their struggle for the Greater
Syria, therefore jihadist activities in Lebanon, and in particular in Palestinian refugee
camps increased. Saudi Arabia promised to arm “Sunni” militias in Iraq if the USA

would withdraw its troops, and Riyadh could diminish “rising Iranian influence in
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Iraq, Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories.””*® The US Administration and Saudis
agree to counter and to engage with Iran in different countries, namely the so-called
“Shia crescent”, and Syria was in a critical place for this policy. According to award-
winning journalist Seymour Hersh, alongside with the protection of Israel, forcing
Hamas to share its power with Al Fatah in Gaza, and working with the “Sunni states”
in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia convinced the USA to provide cash and logistical
aid to weaken the Syrian government, and this could be achieved via the jihadists in
Lebanon. Therefore, Saudi Arabia gave its support to the jihadist in Northern
Lebanon and Palestinian camps through the Fuad Siniora government, and for
instance, in Nahr al-Bared refugee camp, a Salafist group called Fatah al-Intifada
stepped up its power against Hezbollah. Also, in another camp, Ain al-Hilweh,
another Salafist organization named Asbat al-Ansar broadened its power base

.o 2
amongst Palestinians.*”’

Therefore, US-Saudi efforts to counter the so-called “Shia crescent” and to break
Syria’s alliance with Iran overlapped domestic neoliberal economy policies of
Bashar al-Assad. The rise of Sunni radicalism and spread of Gulf money to Lebanon,
Iraq, and Syria opened a new chapter in global jihad history. Now, jihadist
movement had turned its attention from “enemy afar” to the “near enemy.” Al-
Zarqawi signifies this shift in jihadist movement and the ISIL phenomenon follows
the footsteps of AQI and al-Zarqawi. Both al-Zarqawi and later-leader of the Syrian
Al Qaeda Al Nusra Front Abu Mohammad al-Jolani had sown the seed of jihad
amongst the Lebanese-Palestinian camps. And when the Syrian crisis erupted, there

were hundreds of jihadists who ready to wage jihad against “infidel Nusayri regime.”

206 Suzanne Goldenberg, “If Us leaves Iraq we will arm Sunni militias, Saudis say,” The Guardian,
December 14, 2006, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/dec/14/iraq.saudiarabia.

207 Seymour M. Hersh, “The Redirection,” The New Yorker, February 25, 2007,
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/03/05/the-redirection?printable=true.
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3.6. Some controversies: Mainstream media and disinformation

The official Western government line and the narrative of mainstream media of the
Western world about the Syrian War is that the peaceful protests against Assad was
countered by the government and the army’s harsh reaction and intentional
jihadization and militarization of the Syrian uprising. According to this narrative, on
March 15, 2011, in Daraa some children painted anti-government graffiti on a wall
and the Syrian security service arrested and tortured those boys.*”® Also, according to
this narrative, Assad had deliberately released some prominent jihadist figures from
prison in order to prove that he is fighting against extremism and the Western world
does not have any options rather than supporting the Syrian government.’”” Plus, the
Syrian Army have not fighting against jihadist groups, such as ISIL, and also have
colluded with ISIL with buying oil and agricultural products.”’’ In brief, the Syrian
Army repressed the peaceful protests, and the Assad government militarized and
jihadized pro-democracy and secular opposition. This gave momentum to jihadist

insurgency in Syria, and then Al Qaeda and other jihadist groups hijacked the
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. 211
revolution.

This narrative took place in international media when the US
Government designated the Syrian Al Qaeda, Al Nusra Front as a “foreign terrorist
organization™'?, but still, the Western media coverage continued to depict Al Nusra

Front as “one of the most effective anti-Assad militias.”?">

However, this narrative was just one side of the coin. The depiction of the Syrian
opposition as peaceful, pro-democracy and secular does not fit the sectarian
discourse and armed insurgency methods that have been used by Syrian opposition.
For instance, one of the first people that adopted a sectarian language against Bashar
al-Assad and his government was Tartous-born Syrian Salafist Abu Basir al-Tartousi
and he started the spread his views from Facebook just after the first demonstrations,
on March 20, 2011.>'* After he participated the Muslim Brotherhood uprising and
jailed in 1976, immediately afterwards he flew to Jordan and then Iraq, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan in order to join the war against the USSR and the Afghan government.
After a long journey which includes the United Kingdom and Jordan again, he
eventually found himself in Syria in 2012 to wage jihad against Bashar al-Assad.
However, from the moment of the very beginning of the Syrian crisis, he released
religious verdicts which called the downfall of three regimes or movements: the

Syrian one, the Iranian one, and Hezbollah.*"

This “call to jihad” went along with attack on governmental institutions and law

enforcement officials. The Syrian War did indeed militarized around mid-April 2011
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after one month after the protests began. According to one account, some Salafist
circles started to smuggle weapons from Turkey through Latakia in mid-April and
attacked the police.”'® But the first massacre, according to the Syrian opposition and
its main backers, took place between June 4-6 in Jisr al-Shughour, 1dlib. The activists
on the ground and the Western media claimed that the Syrian troops killed 120
comrade-in-arms due to their rejection to fire on protesters. Moreover, there were a
large bunch of army deserters in the area who were fleeing to Turkey and
reorganized to protect the people from the repression of the regular army.”'”
However, at that time, some journalists acted with suspicion towards the reports
about the massacre.”'® Eyewitnesses and participants of the massacre later admitted

that the armed groups killed policemen and troops, and then they fabricated the claim

that the troops fired on each other.*"’

The other counter narrative was about peaceful protests. As mentioned before, there

were signs that the uprising was almost armed in the very beginning. According to

21® Rania Abouzeid, No Turning Back: Life, Loss, and Hope in Wartime Syria (New York and
London: W. W. Norton&Company, 2018), 133.
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cikti-haberi-43636. Another reporter, this time from TRT Tiirk, Musa Ozugurlu was also amongst the
journalist who reached Jisr al-Shughour after the massacre. He could not publish his testimony about
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one report, a militant from the group of Ahrar al-Sham, which was founded by Abu
Khaled al-Suri, a prominent Al Qaeda member and a friend of Osama bin Laden and
Ayman al-Zawabhiri, states that his group was established even before March 15,

2011, right after the “Egyptian revolution.”**

Another debate was about releasing Islamist prisoners. According to the Syrian
opposition and the Western media, Bashar al-Assad deliberately released notorious
jihadist figures with amnesty in order to “jihadize” the opposition and legitimize its
oppression against the protests in the eyes of the Western world. The Syrian
government could have branded its opponents as “Al Qaeda” with releasing jihadists
from prisons, and it did.**' Nevertheless, releasing political prisoners was one of the
main demands of the opposition in 2011. Successive amnesties in March, May, and
June granted freedom for political prisoners, including Baath’s long term enemy, the

Muslim Brotherhood members.**

While some members of the opposition cheered
those amnesties, others called them “insufficient.”*® Moreover, the Syrian
government lifted headscarf ban for school teachers, and shut casino in order to

appease “Sunni” opposition.”** Two famous jihadist figures, the leader of the Army
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of Islam Zahran Alloush and the leader of Ahrar al-Sham Hassan al-Abboud were
released from prison in 2011. However, for instance, Ahrar al-Sham was funded by
the Islamist networks in the Gulf, and especially a Kuwaiti figure donated it
mostly.”* Likewise, Zahran Alloush’s cousin and one of the leaders of the Army of

Islam was selected as “chief negotiator” of Riyadh-based opposition council.

Foreign fighters and ‘“hijacking the revolution” are another issue in the course of the
Syrian War. After the announcement of the formation of Al Nusra Front in January,
2012, there were rumors about flowing foreign jihadists into Syria. In February,
2012, Al Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri declared his support to Syrian uprising
and urged “Muslim states”, such as Iraq, Lebanon, and Jordan, to take arms against
the Syrian government. At that time, Al Nusra Front started to attack government
targets and there were some reports about “hijacking the revolution.””** However,
there were early signs about foreign militias in Syria. The most important junction
was Libya. There were two American intelligence reports about the rising jihadism in
Syria and the bridge between Libya and Syria, in August, 2012 and in October, 2012,
respectively. According to the first Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) report which
was obtained by a conservative institution, Judicial Watch, the West, the Gulf states,
and Turkey who were supporting the Syrian opposition wanted the establishment of a
“Salafi municipality” in eastern Syria in order to isolate the Syrian government.
Also, DIA plainly stated that Salafist, Ikhwan, and Al Qaeda was the driver of the

Syrian opposition.””” The other report put that the American intelligence knew that
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weapons and ammunitions had been carrying from Libya to Syria within the

knowledge of the US officials by Turkish cargo ships.**®

Libya connection also was written by Seymour Hersh with regard to the infamous
sarin gas attack in Syria.”*> According to Hersh’s story, CIA was providing weapons
to the Syrian opposition via southern Turkey from Libya in early 2012. Hersh
claimed that there is a classified report about a secret deal between the American and
Turkish governments about the shipment of weapons, with funding of Turkey, Qatar,
and Saudi Arabia, and with supervision of the American and British intelligence. It is
obvious that some regional countries and some western powers tried to mimic the

“Libyan success” in Syria via the same methods.**’

This is the same line the President of Syria, Bashar al-Assad has pursued during the
war. In an interview with a prominent Western journal, al-Assad claimed that the
Syrian opposition did not have any grassroots organizations in Syria, they received
money, weapon, and logistical support from Syria’s regional rivals. Therefore,
according to al-Assad, it is fruitless to negotiate with an opposition that not have any

. . . 231
influence over the Syrian society.”
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3.7. Reactions against the Syrian Uprising

The Western and regional reaction with regard to the Syrian uprising was ambiguous
at first. As mentioned before, the US government adopted a “stick and carrot policy”
towards Syria, tried to vitiate Syrian influence in Lebanon, weaken Syrian
government, however, not stuck on a regime change like Iraq. The Bush
Administration pointed its finger at Iran and Syria, nevertheless the US President did

232
d.?? In a broader sense, Barack

not particularly call for toppling Bashar al-Assa,
Obama era was determined by great economic crisis of 2008 and American attempt
for economic recovery. This situation juxtaposed with “pivoting Asia” strategy
which means that the USA both militarily and politically would focus on Asia-
Pacific, especially China. Sharing military and political burden in the Middle East,
boasting “no boots on the ground” policy success in Libya, employing local proxies
and using UAVs from Africa to Pakistan signified the Obama Administration’s
Middle East policy, or the so-called “Obama Doctrine.”*** Before the “Arab Spring”,
in August 2010, there was a report about a memo which Obama sent his top advisors.
In this memo, Obama challenged traditional American policy of stability in the
Middle East, and called for a “political reform”. > Therefore, Obama’s foreign
policy was to share American role in the Middle East with America’s allies in the
region while ensuring new alliances apart from traditional US friends in the region.
In Libya, an international coalition which included NATO, with the approval of a no-

fly zone by the UN, attacked Muammar Gaddafi and killed him eventually. The

Syrian version of events in August, 2011, started to resemble Libya. In early August,
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the Gulf states decided to isolate Syria, and on August 18, the Obama Administration

and European leaders called on Bashar al-Assad to step down.>”

The Gulf’s initial response to the protests was ambiguous too. Syria broke its
international isolation, which was stemmed from the assassination of Ratiq Hariri in
2005, via mediation of Qatar in 2008. The rise of the Qatari investment in Syria
mentioned before. Like Qatar, Saudi Arabia sought for a detente with Syria around
2009. The main motive of the Kingdom was still cutting Iranian effect and to appease
Syria. When the protests began in 2011, apart from A/ Jazeera’s coverage of events
in Syria, Gulf states were relatively quiet for at least five months. In August, Saudi
King called Syrian government as “killing machine”, withdrew his ambassador of
Syria, and the other Gulf states followed him. Then, Gulf monarchies called al-Assad
to step down, expelled Syria from Arab League, and started to arm the rebels in
Syria. Qatar and Saudi Arabia started to fund the opposition umbrella group which
formed in Turkey in Summer 2011, the Syrian National Council (SNC). Qatar
stepped up its efforts to arm the rebels due to the “success” in Libya, and pursued a
policy in order to trigger a Western intervention like Libya, with Saudi Arabia. Saudi
Arabia used its tribal connections and old Salafist groups, whereas Qatar supported

Muslim Brotherhood-linked organizations.**®

The other American ally, Turkey, followed a similar path. Good relations with
Erdogan and al-Assad supported with Turkish investment, including a free trade
agreement, and diplomatic support. Also, Turkey volunteered as a mediator between
Israel-Syria dispute. Therefore, when the protests began in Syria, Turkey pushed for
reforms initially. After al-Assad reject those calls, Turkey adopted more harsh
rhetoric against Syria. In August 2011, Erdogan reminds Libya and Gaddafi to

Assad, but still did not call him to step down. After one week the Jordanian King
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Abdullah said “Assad must go” in November, finally Erdogan compared the Syrian
President to Hitler and Mussolini, and again reminded him the fate of Gaddafi and
called him to step down.”’ Later, al-Assad’s political advisor Bouthaina Shaaban
claimed that what Erdogan implied with “reforms” was bringing the Muslim
Brotherhood members into the Syrian government.”® Turkey has provided safe
havens for Syrian armed opposition, and also Al Qaeda-linked groups conducted

their assaults against Idlib in 2015 from Hatay.>*’

The role of the USA, Gulf states, and Turkey on formation the Free Syrian Army
(FSA) is significant. FSA initially was founded by an army defector Riad al-Assad in
July 2011, in Turkey. According to released Hillary Clinton emails by Wikileaks,
above mentioned countries trained the FSA militarily in Turkey, and helped them to
block the Syrian army’s movement. US efforts directed the FSA to establish “no kill
zones” in Syria. US base in Incirlik, Turkey, and Turkish port Iskenderun used for
the training of the FSA militants. FSA’s first anti-tank and sniper teams also were
trained in Turkey. Moreover, US and Saudi special forces cut Deir al-Zour-Palmyra

road and ensured free movement for FSA elements.>*°
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However, Libya policy did not fit Syria. For instance, despite the fact that its
intervention in Libya was significant, NATO ruled out the proposal of no-fly zone
over Syria.**! Russia and China rejected resolutions directed at Syria at the UN
Security Council and Russia directly intervened in Syria in 2015. Also, Iran and
Hezbollah has engaged militarily since 2013, at least officially in the side of Syrian
government. The Obama Administration avoided any direct engagement with Syria,
even alleged chemical attack in 2013. Moreover, US allies in the region pursued
different courses, and the opposition was highly fragmented. Above all else, Bashar
al-Assad government and the Syrian army has preserved its inner stability and Baath
Party’s alliance with urban -and Sunni- merchants, middle class and state bourgeoisie

has remained active with support of minorities in fear that an Islamist takeover.
3.8. Conclusion

Change of Syria in the 20th century created new socio-political forces. Successive
Baath governments broke the old class structure and created a new configuration,
especially empowered rural classes and minorities. Reaction against Baath
governments was represented by Islamists, mainly the Syrian Ikhwan. The Syrian
Muslim Brotherhood mobilized urban Sunni middle class in the context of a
sectarian discourse against Alawites, and this discourse has continued up to day
within the ranks of Islamist forces in Syria. Neoliberal economy policies during the
1990s and Bashar al-Assad period paved the way for agricultural collapse before the
uprising of 2011. Moreover, Bashar al-Assad’s cautious Islamization of the Syrian
society and Gulf countries’ economic power created a fertile ground for jihadist

cause.

The Syrian War has continued within the context of a proxy war. Most factions in the
war have one or more foreign backers and diverging interests even in the same camp

make a political solution impossible. Plus, Syria’s influence on Lebanon and

21 Luke Harding, “Nato all but rules out Syria no-fly zone,” The Guardian, October 30, 2011,

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/oct/30/nato-syria-no-fly-zone.

75



Palestine complicates the issue. Syrian opposition’s military insurgence methods
initially was light, but after militant flow from Lebanon, especially from Palestinian
camps changed the military picture in the war and added a new dimension not only
militarily, but also social and politically. Lebanese militants, for instance,
strengthened once weak al Nusra Front, and made this group one of the most
significant and dangerous armed organizations in the scene of Syria’s lasting war.

This issue will be elaborated in Chapter 4.
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CHAPTER 4

PALESTINIAN JIHADISTS IN THE SYRIAN WAR

Arab children,

Don’t read our suffocated generation,

We are a hopeless case.

We are as worthless as a watermelon rind.
Don’t read about us,

Don’t ape us,

Don’t accept our ideas,

We are a nation of crooks and jugglers.

Nizar Qabbani, Footnotes in Setback’s Notebook,
written after the 1967 War

4.1. Introduction

The term “Palestinian question” often has a meaning related with some external
factors. It is sometimes called “Arab-Israeli conflict” and sometimes refers to Israeli
occupation. But Palestinian question always implies another and mostly ignored fact:
The question, whether it is related with refugees or Palestinian statehood, is a
question of defining the Palestinian identity and its political movement. All
Palestinian factions, apart from their “ultimate goal”, i.e. liberation of Palestine from
Israeli occupation, have their political and ideological views about the Palestinian
society and its future, and therefore they always struggle for power, for Palestinian
consent, and also fight with each other to govern Palestine, occupied territories, or

refugee camps. Hence, struggle against Israel is always a race for gaining
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Palestinians’ hearts and minds. In this chapter, the birth of Palestinian question will
briefly be explained. Afterwards, the impact of Palestinian question and Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon will be examined. At last, the role of Palestinian jihadists will

be elaborated.

4.2. Palestinian Question and refugee camps: Birth of Palestinian nationalism

The Palestinian question is deeply rooted in Jewish migration to Palestine and

Zionism. The essence of Zionism is “desire for a safe haven state”**

, especially for
the European Jews who were killed by pogroms in Eastern Europe in 1800s. The
most critical aspects of the Zionist movement is Jewish migration to Palestine (in
Hebrew, it is called aliyah, i.e. “ascent”) and the notion that Arabs (or Palestinians)
in historical Palestine land do not exist and therefore do not have any civil or national
rights. This crucial point is mentioned in both infamous Balfour Declaration (1917)
and statements of prominent Zionist leaders. In Balfour Declaration, Palestinian
Arabs are characterized as “non-Jewish community.”** But one of the most striking
declaration of non-existence of Arabs was Israel’s ex-Prime Minister Golda Meir’s
statement: “'It was not as though there was a Palestinian people... and we came and

threw them out and took their country away from them. They did not exist.”***

In this respect, Palestinian national movement or Arab states that claimed the
leadership of Arabs has tried to define what Palestinian identity is and struggle for
historical Palestine also has shaped with this debate. For example, after the UN
Partition Plan of Palestine (1947), Arab heads of states met to assess the situation and
in the end they declared that their goal is “obstructing the partition plan, preventing

the creation of a Jewish state, and preserving Palestine as an independent unified
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Arab state.”**> At his moment, struggle for Palestine changed its course from a inter-
communal conflict to a inter-state war.**® Before the partition and declaration of an
independent State of Israel, i.e. during the British Mandate (1920-1948), Palestinian
question was a conflict between native Arabs and migrant Jews, or between Arabs

and British troops, or between Jewish guerrillas and British troops.

The most important consequence of independent Israel was the exodus of
Palestinians. Palestinians were uprooted from their ancestral homeland and took
refuge in neighbor Arab countries, especially in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria.
This exodus (AI-Nakba) designated the whole Palestinian identity and later
Palestinian political movement. According to Said, the exodus created a split in the
Palestinian community, while the Palestinians uprooted from their land and took
shelter in the other countries mostly tended to see themselves within general Arab
politics, the Palestinians stayed in occupied territories or Israel found themselves cut
from Arab world.**’ Once the famous Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat stated that
their struggle “is the hardest revolution of modern times because it is not just a
movement for national liberation, it is also one waged by a people 40 percent of

. 524
whom are in exile.”**8

The first Arab exodus was mostly consist of upper and middle classes of Palestinian
community.*** One of the remarkable points of class differentiation of the Palestinian
people was the ideological strife between settled middle-class/professionals and
villagers which the former community tended to support pan-Arab thought, while the

latter was a staunch support base for the PLO’s “Palestine first” approach.””® The
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theme of “The Return” was the main political motive of the PLO and its support base

for decades.

The military impotence of Arab states against Israel, the maltreatment of the hosting
neighbor countries and the hope of “The Return”, and also rapid high education rates
amongst in-exile Palestinian youth generated a new Palestinian generation who broke
up with universalist ideologies such as pan-Arabism, communism or political Islam.
Filastinuna (the first periodical of Fatah movement, means in Arabic “Our
Palestine”) was the main and -maybe- only ideological motive of those young
Palestinians who grew up in exile, especially the neighbor Arab countries which had
been trying to lead the whole Arab world. Arab states, especially Egypt, Jordan, and
Syria become more and more involved in Palestinian issue, both through Palestinian
refugees, and Palestinian lands that Israel did not occupy yet, i.e. Gaza Strip and
West Bank. Each country, mainly Egypt and Jordan due to their territorial
sovereignty, (Gaza was belonged to Egypt and West Bank was belonged to Jordan
until 1967) had had powerful restrictions on Palestinians. Also, Jordan and Egypt,
had been strictly monitoring the Muslim Brotherhood in Gaza and West Bank. The

first palpable organization in those two regions was the Brotherhood.”'

A student in Cairo University, who leaded Palestinian students tried to contact the
Muslim Brotherhood to establish an armed wing of the organization. The student was
Yasser Arafat, and although he served in the Egyptian army during the Suez Crisis
(1956), he developed the “Palestine first” approach with his comrade-in-arms, and
his approach to the Brotherhood was not ideological, but just pragmatic and
organizational *** This pragmatic approach of newborn Fatah movement can clearly
seen in its 1958 Charter. It refers “religion” just one time, and has no specific

mention to Islam: "Liberating Palestine and protecting its holy places is an Arab,

! Dag Tuastad, “Hamas-PLO Relations Before and After the Arab Spring,” Middle East Policy
Council, September 17, 2013, http://www.mepc.org/hamas-plo-relations-and-after-arab-spring.

252 Ibid.

80



religious and human obligation."*>® This “Palestine first” doctrine was not only
exclude Islamist current which sees Palestine (and mainly Jerusalem) is the center of

Ummah, but also clashed with Arab unity or pan-Arabism.

According to young Arafat and his Filastinuna, 1948 Arab-Israeli War and
expansion of Israel had showed that the Arab states could not capable of defeating

Israel.>>*

Fatah cadres did not believe an Arab blitzkreig against Israel, and they did
not trust the capability of the Arab armies.””> Instead, Filastinuna sought for a
guerrilla warfare against Israel from neighboring Arab countries, because both Israel
was militarily on alarm in its territories and West Bank (before 1967) belonged to
Jordan and the military situation was not secure.>® So, the newborn movement
insisted on a genuine Palestinian approach which aimed to liberate Palestine through
armed struggle and wanted to rely on Palestinian self-organization, especially the
diaspora and refugee camps in Arab countries. Those young Palestinians challenged
the argument that “Arab unity is the road to the liberation of Palestine”, instead they
put the goal that the liberation of Palestine is the ultimate goal. This was the first and
the most important shift in Palestinian movement: From Arab nationalism to

Palestinian nationalism.?’

This was the new reality and also reproduction of Palestinian class differentiation.
Again, the Palestinian bourgeoisie lived in a different condition in diaspora with
respect to those who lived in refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. Most of
Palestinian guerrillas that had killed by Israel and hosting Arab states were from
refugee camps. Those Palestinian refugees were not only the subject of oppression by

Israel, but also they had been harassed by Arab armies. Hence, Palestinian militancy
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and nationalism was supported by peasantry and working-class Palestinians while
Palestinian bourgeoisie tended to act in accordance with the other Arab states.””® A
survey conducted in 1951-52 shows that Palestinian refugees’ average annual income
per capita dropped 20 percent with respect to 1944.>>° Despite the thirst of “the
Return”, Palestinians in exile spent their first years to survive and adopted a stance
that leaving the struggle for liberation of Palestine to Arab states.”®’ Still, during this
1948-1967 period, “a sense of being Palestinian” emerged across the refugee
camps.”®' One of the most senior Fatah leaders, Farouq al-Qaddumi once stated that
Fatah “represents the refugees” and the organization depends on the “refugee
class.”®®® Plus, although Palestinian nationalism resembled the old Palestinian
movement of 1920s-1940s, the old Palestinian politicians disappeared from the scene
and gave their seat to new generation, mostly came from poor or middle-class

background.*®?

The PLO took the stage in March 1968 in Karameh, which is a Jordanian town where
the PLO had a headquarters. Israeli forces heavily attacked the town, and despite the
fact that the PLO guerrillas were defeated, the guerrilla movement showed the whole

12 In

world and especially to Palestinians that armed struggle can damage Israe
other words, “The battle at Karameh became an instant legend among Arabs, and

thousands of young Arab nationalists flocked to Fatah and the resistance
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2
movement”, 65

according the one of the PLO leaders “5,000 new recruits applied to
join Fatah within the next 48 hours.”**® Now, the PLO had a military and political
objective that “liberation of the whole of Palestine through armed struggle and the
establishment of a democratic, secular state for Arabs and Jews.”?%” While
Palestinian national movement began to develop its military capacity, there was
another advancement made its way: the PLO and its factions created and developed a
civil network especially within refugee camps “to meet the social and economic
needs of the Palestinian people.”*® Those institutions provided all kind of services to
Palestinians, and in return Palestinians gave a wide range political and military
support to the PLO.>® The Fatah network tied all social and economic programs to
each other: Money from the Gulf and the other Arab states, taxes from the refugee

camps, political and military activities from the occupied territories after 1967.27

4.3. Lebanon as a base for Fedayeen

The PLO’s main bases remained in Jordan and Lebanon, until infamous Black
September (1970) and Battle of Beirut (1982), and the heart of the Palestinian armed

struggle against Israel was no doubt, Lebanon.*”’

After the expulsion from Jordan by
Jordanian Army in 1970, the PLO focused on Lebanon to wage guerrilla attacks from

south of the country, and also established a “state-in-state” through its institutions.
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As one observer stressed that the Palestinian nation owed its survival not only the
PLO’s military and political capability, but also “social institutions concerned with
culture, health, education, welfare, information, economic development and mass

organizations.”’*

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society, The Sons of Martyrs
Society, Planning Centre, The Palestinian Research Center, Social Affairs
OrganiZation were some institutions which the PLO founded in Lebanon.*”* Many of
those institutions services were halted or destroyed by Israeli occupation forces

during the invasion of Lebanon.

The PLO and the Lebanese government cut a deal in 1969 in Cairo and agreed that
while Lebanese army and government cannot intervene Palestinian camps in the
country, Palestinian movement would not intervene Lebanese internal politics.
However, Lebanon’s fragile confessionalist political system did not allow this non-
intervention politics. The first phase of Lebanese Civil War (1975-76) was almost
purely a “Palestinian” color, with Maronites Christians. Nevertheless, the turning
point was, again, Israel’s occupation of Lebanon in 1982. During the siege of Beirut
(lasted for 67 days), Israel sought for the expulsion of the PLO guerrillas and
damaged not only military targets, but also civilian infrastructure of refugee camps,
PLO networks and Lebanese infrastructure. Ultimately, the PLO fighters were
evacuated from Beirut but after the evacuation Israeli army and Phalangist militias
attacked the Palestinian refugee camps, namely Sabra and Shatila, killed over 1,200

Palestinians.>”*

In Lebanon, Palestinian refugees were one of the main losers of the Civil War and
Israeli occupation. The Civil War raised the tension between Maronite community
and Palestinians, and after the invasion of Israel, the same tension occurred between

mostly Shiite Southern Lebanon residents and Palestinian guerillas. Moreover, when
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the Civil War began, most of UNRWA and Lebanese state services ceased and the
PLO took the charge of public services (such as electricity, security, hospitals, etc.)
for both Palestinians and Lebanese. The organization actually run refugee camps;
however, Lebanese people also benefit from those facilities served for refugees in

camps. This reinforced the perception of “state within state.””

After Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the PLO headquarters moved into Tunisia, and
after the camp massacres, another phase in Palestinian national movement came to an
end: Struggle against Israel from outside of Palestine was over. After that,
Palestinian movement switched from outside refugee camps to occupied territories.
Plus, armed struggle became an auxiliary component of the struggle beside mass
movement, Intifada. Lastly, the First Intifada signified a new emerging force:

Political Islam and Hamas.

4.4. Nationalism loses ground to Islamism

1967 Arab-Israeli War was a turning point for Arab nationalism. Of course, the
notion of “being a part of the Arab world” did not exhausted; however, the most
important aspect of Arab nationalism torn apart: Arab unity.”’® The champion of the
Arab nationalism, Nasser himself even admitted the defeat and stated that their duty
after the war was to heal Egypt. Thus, the goal was revised: After 1967, Egypt’s
main objective was to take care about Egypt (wataniyye), not Arab nation
(gawmiyye).*’" In addition to this, Nasser, who had been waging an “Arab Cold War”
against his regional rivals such as Saudi Arabia, now economically surrendered to

rich oil and pro-Western kingdoms of the Gulf.
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One of the most important consequences of the war was rise of the political Islam.?”®

For Islamists, “alien” ideologies like nationalism and socialism showed that they
were incapable of defeating Zionism and imperialism, “the defeat was devastating
because the margin of deviance from the faith was great.””> While political Islam
did not emerge merely after the 1967 defeat, it also did not took the political and
social stage of Palestine readily. During 1970s, especially after 1973 Arab-Israeli
War and Egypt’s Anwar Sadat’s willingness to make a peace treaty with Israel and
the USA, the Israeli elections of 1977 and Judaization of historical Palestine,
invasion of Lebanon and Christian Arabs’ cooperation with Israel, and finally, the
Islamic Revolution in Iran fueled an “Islamic awakening” in the region, and

especially in Lebanon and Palestine.”*

PLO’s main support base, i.e. refugee camps, had become impoverished steadily
after the expulsion of the PLO from Beirut. After the end of the Lebanese Civil War,
with the Taif Agreement, Palestinian refugees’ basic civil and political rights were
denied. Refugee camps’ services mostly were carrying out by UNRWA, however,
“as a result of serious budget cuts and an alarming level of corruption within
UNRWA’s administration” the life in the camps were deteriorated.”®' In Lebanon,
unemployment in refugee camps had reached 95 percent.”** According to an account,

in Lebanon 60% of Palestinian youth do not get primary education, above 60% of
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camp population do not reach clean water, and population density in camps are very

high.**’

Islamists saw the 1967 defeat as a defeat of secularism, and specially the Muslim
Brotherhood took initiative step by step. Co-founder of Hamas Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin was a well-known Brotherhood figure in Gaza. He admitted that Palestinian

95284

struggle must be “a phased struggle. He was in support of building Islamic

institution before armed struggle. And also, his growing movement’s first enemy was

. 2
not Israel, but “communism.” 85

The political transformation of the PLO, from “total liberation of Palestine” to
“national government in the occupied territories” was already questioned by
Palestinian “rejectionists”, such as Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP). PFLP criticized the PLO for its “surrenderist” tendency and rejected its
readiness for a political settlement with Israel.”® But the real challenge against the
PLO came from an Islamist organization that emerged two months after the First

Intifada.

Hamas (the acronym for Harakat al-Mugqawama al-Islamiyya, The Islamic
Resistance Movement) was founded in December 1987 and to put itself solely
against the PLO’s political and ideological position. Hamas’ first political program
announced in 1988, and it rejected PLO’s new political program that appeared on the

horizon.®’ Later in that year, the PLO-dominated Palestinian National Council
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accepted 1947 UN Partition Plan, therefore it declared that the body was ready to
recognize the State of Israel. Hamas signified the Islamization of the Palestinian
cause with stating that “The Palestinian cause is not about land and soil, but it is
about faith and belief.””® While Yasser Arafat and the PLO gained international
recognition with their acceptance of the two-state solution, in occupied territories,
namely West Bank and Gaza Strip, Hamas seized the opportunity to challenge the
leadership of the PLO for its weakness against Israel.”® Before the First Intifada, the
Muslim Brotherhood in the occupied territories, especially in Gaza, had managed to
establish its network due to its abstain of armed struggle, therefore Israel turned a
blind eye to Brotherhood’s activities.””® The religious endowments wagf gave the
organization “real estate” power, but the Brotherhood’s real impact was on mosques:
between 1967 and 1987, the number of mosques in the West Bank rose from 400 to
750, in the Gaza Strip from 200 to 600.*' Islamists rejected pan-Arabism and
Palestinian secular nationalism, and Sheikh Ahmed Yassin’s 1973-born umbrella
organization Islamic Collective had established a network around mosques and
schools, and in 1978, “Israeli military allowed the Islamic Collective to register as an
official charitable organization”, despite prohibition of the PLO-affiliated

. . . 292
Institutions. ?

Hamas took an aggressive stand against Israel and PLO’s peace compromises. Later,
Hamas (and the other Islamist groups such as Palestinian Islamic Jihad) rejected the
participation of Palestinian factions and Arab states in Middle East Peace Conference

in Madrid (1991), after Oslo Accords, and Palestinian-Israeli Declaration of
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Principles (1994).*> Hamas rejected “peace process” and declared that “self-

294
°* Hamas

government” offered “a death sentence” to the Palestinian people.
continued to carry out attacks against Israeli targets, and even deepen its hostility
towards Fatah and the PLO.*® Despite this fact, Hamas did not declare a total war
against the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). The Islamic organization had
mostly avoided a civil war, but after 2006 elections, the Palestinian factions were on
the brink of a total civil war. During 1990s, PA tried to control Islamist NGOs, most

of them were affiliated with Hamas, although the movement rejected this claim.**®

The new turning points were the Second Intifada (alias al-Agsa Intifada) and the
2006 elections. The breakout of the Second Intifada, occurred right after the collapse
of the “peace process” and ongoing Judaization of Islamic holy places boosted the
popularity of Hamas amongst Palestinians. This rise was confirmed in 2006, when
elections for the second Palestinian Legislative Council were held. Hamas won the
elections, and at the end of the March, Hamas leader Ismael Haniyye formed a new
government. The achievement of Hamas was related with these factors: The rejection
of “peace process”, mistrust of PA’s political and also corrupt system, social
networks for Palestinians.”’ Despite Fatah movement did not want to hand over the
governmental institutions to Hamas, in June 2007, Hamas militarily took over Gaza

Strip.

To sum up, Palestinian cause passed four stages: 1) inter-community strife during the

British mandate between Palestinian Arabs and Zionist Jews; ii) after 1947 UN
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partition plan and foundation of the State of Israel, Palestine became a field of an
Arab-Israel warfare, and implementation of Arab unity; ii1) with 1967 Arab-Israeli
War and defeat of Arab armies, Arab nationalism eroded and Palestinian nationalism
rose, the PLO and guerrilla warfare dragged alone; iv) after Israeli invasion of
Lebanon, expulsion of PLO from Beirut, and the First Intifada, Palestinian national
movement clearly shifted its course from secular nationalism to political Islam.
Jihadist elements in Palestinian refugee camps started to surge the Palestinian cause

at this fourth stage.

4.5. War of camps

After the foundation of the state of Israel, in 1948, Palestinians were uprooted from
their lands and sought for refugee in neighboring countries such as Lebanon, Jordan,
Syria, and Egypt. Palestinians who fled to Syria were mostly the northern part of
Palestine, especially Jaffa and Haifa.*”® According to UNRWA data, there are 9
official Palestinian camps, and 3 unofficial Palestinian campuses along Syria.
Registered refugees are 618,128%%°. The largest and the most populous camp is
Yarmouk in Damascus, which was established in 1957 and before 2011 crisis hosted
148,500 refugees. In case of Lebanon, there are around 530,000 registered refugees
in 12 official camps. The most populous camps are Ain al-Hilwah in Southern

Lebanon and Nahr al-Bared in Northern Lebanon, respectively.*”

While Syria and Jordan offer relatively good conditions for Palestinian refugees,
especially in labor market and education, in Lebanon discrimination against
Palestinian refugees has legally and socially transformed from bad to worse. An

inquiry suggests that unemployment and poverty in Lebanese camps surpassed the

298 «“Where We Work,” UNRWA, January “, 2011, https://www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/syria.

299 “UNRWA Fields of  Operations Map,” accessed April 13, 2018,
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/content/resources/unrwa_fields of operations_map 2017.p
df.

300 Ihid.

90



Syrian and Jordanian ones. After the expulsion of the PLO from Lebanon,
unemployment rate had skyrocketed due to most of Palestinians were employed by
the PLO bureaucracy. Moreover, the right to return and opposing the Palestinian
settlement in Lebanon (“fawteen”) have been other factors that causing the

discrimination against Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.*

Destroying PLO’s
infrastructure and decreasing Gulf aid during the 1980s merged with the First
Intifada within the occupied territories and the Oslo Accord which forced to turn

Palestinian attention from diaspora/refugee camps to Palestine.

Decline of the PLO and Palestinian nationalism and the rise of militant Islamism and
jihadism corroborates the broader course across the Middle East. After Israeli
invasion of Lebanon, the PLO fighters mobilized to defend Beirut, and inside camps
in the southern part of Lebanon Islamist militia took charge of the resistance against
the Israeli occupation.’”> PLO’s intention to reach a compromise with Israel, and rise
of rejectionist forces in refugee camps merged with Syria and Iran’s position against
PLO’s two-state solution policy. The Islamist circles took advantage of the absence
of the PLO, deteriorating conditions in camps, and re-Islamize the Palestinian
identity, adopted a religio-political stance which depicted Palestinians as a part of
Muslim community. Moreover, Palestinian camps’ unique position gave Islamism
another boost due to the lack of state control. Camps were funded by Salafist-jihadist
figures from the Gulf (and more or less, Iran), and Salafist preachers redirected their
discourse from occupiers to Shiites. They especially targeted Palestinian youth and
women through educational training. The aim was to bring up a new pious
generation who would struggle for liberation of the Muslim ummah with purely
Islamic discourse. Therefore, Palestinian cause placed within a broader Islamic

context. To strengthen this discourse, religious training indoctrinated the youth as
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being better than other Palestinian and Lebanese community.’”® In Ain al-Helweh
and Nahr al-Barid camps, donors from Kuwait, UAE and Saudi Arabia funded
schools, mosques, and social services for Palestinian community through Islamist
groups. The decentralized structure of financial services gave momentum to jihadist

groups, such as Usbat al-Ansar. **

As indicated before, Palestinian jihadist Abdallah Azzam was the most important
henchman who internationalized jihadist cause via Afghan jihad. Azzam did not only
recruit Arab jihadists for Afghan jihad against the USSR, but also he redirected the
Palestinian youth from the PLO-affiliated groups to the jihadist organizations.**® The
occupation and the reality of homelessness made easy the Palestinian jihadists to
make jihad international **® Moreover, Palestinian workers who were working in the
Gulf states learnt Wahhabi version of Islam, and especially after the First Gulf War,
expulsion of the Palestinian workers from the Gulf accelerated the spread of Salafi
thinking amongst the Palestinian refugees. Jihadists from other nationalities using
transnational jihadist network settled and enjoyed relative freedom inside camps and
imposed religious way of life on camp residents. Jihadist network changed the
Palestinian identity with evaluating Palestinian cause within a broader global jihad
context. In Lebanon, due to the Syrian dominance over political sphere, jihadist
groups adopted a neutral stance vis-a-vis Israel and its adversaries, such as
Hezbollah. This political stance with its sectarian aspect against Shiites and Alawites,
later paved the way for all-out war against the other Palestinian factions, Lebanese
security forces, the other sects in Lebanon, and the Syrian government. Jihadist
groups like Usbet al-Ansar, Jund al-Sham, and Fatah al-Islam had responsibilities of

assassinations of secular-leftist Palestinian figures. However, some Palestinians
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believe that these jihadist group, especially in Nahr al-Bared camp, injected from

outside."’

In 2007, a jihadist group affiliated with Al-Qaeda, Fatah al-Islam engaged a four-
month long war with Lebanese security forces in Nahr al-Bared Palestinian refugee
camp near Tripoli. The war ended with almost total destruction of the camp and 446
casualties. The opposition in Lebanon blamed Saudi Arabia and its main main in
Lebanon, Saad Hariri for supporting Fatah al-Islam a counterweight against
Hezbollah.>*® Despite the fact that relationship between Al Qaeda and Fatah al-Islam
ambiguous, after Nahr al-Bared battle, Al Qaeda leadership called to support the
group.”® Fatah al-Islam’s first leader al-Abbsi had good relations with the leader of
Al Qaeda in Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. There is a report about former Nusra
Front, now Hayat Tahrir al-Sham leader Abu Muhammad al-Golani briefly visited
Lebanon in 2006 to support Jund al-Sham, another Palestinian jihadist group in Ayn
al-Hilweh. Jund al-Sham merged with Fatah al-Islam and boosted the latter’s militant
capabilities.’'® A Fatah al-Islam affiliated figure, Bilal Badr and his group attacked
Fatah in Ain al-Hilweh camp in 2017, and there were rumors that this group was
affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham which has been operating in Syria against

Bashar al-Assad, an offshoot organization of Al Qaeda.’!"
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In 2008, there were reports about raising support for Al Qaeda in Iraq’s slain leader
al-Zargawi in Palestinian refugee camps. Lebanon’s tense sectarian situation and
camps’ relatively free space intermingled with regional powers’ (i.e., Jordan, Kuwait,
and Saudi Arabia) ambition to counterbalance Hezbollah and Iran. Moreover,
Lebanese security officials claimed at that time that Hariri’s Future Movement and
some Saudi princes were working with Sunni groups affiliated with Al Qaeda

ideology.*'?

4.6. Palestinians in the Syrian Jihad

After the breakout of the Syrian crisis, Palestinian factions’ main policy was
impartiality. Although one of the Palestinian official called the clashes as “internal
matter of Syria™'?, Palestinian factions began to take sides, Free Syrian Army (FSA)
started to arm Palestinians against the Syrian army, and a very critical shift, Hamas
turned its back to one of its main backers, Bashar al-Assad and declared its sympathy

. 14
towards anti-government groups.’

The headquarter of Hamas had been Damascus
after its leaders expelled from Amman, and Syrian government -with Tehran- was on
of the main supporters of Hamas against Israel.’’> Hamas filled the vacuum in
refugee camps due to the PLO’s expulsion from Lebanon in 1982, and 1993 Oslo
Accords which after that the PLO leadership focused on West Bank and Gaza. The

organization established social networks along camps in Syria and “present itself as
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the sole defender of refugee rights.”'® After Hamas’ declaration of support to anti-
Assad groups in Syria, rumors began to spread that Hamas was training anti-Assad
groups in Syria, especially around Aleppo and Damascus.’’’ In one occasion, a
Hamas member killed in Idlib while was fighting against the Syrian army. A
Palestinian source from Ain al-Helweh states that “it was common knowledge” that
Hamas members had been operating with FSA in Yarmouk and Neirab refugee
camps.’'® Although the organization denied its involvement, it admitted that the man
killed was a Hamas member before he deserted the organization. In 2015, Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad claimed that in Yarmouk Camp Hamas was supporting Al
Qaeda’s Syrian wing Al Nusra Front against ISIL.>"® Another claim was a Hamas-
affiliated group in Yarmouk Camp, Aknaf Beit al-Magdes aligned with anti-Assad
groups in Syria.**” An Al Qaeda-affiliated Syrian anti-Assad group, Ahrar al-Sham,
once stated that that received help from their “brothers in Gaza”, but not specifically
mention to Hamas.”*' According to a Palestinian journalist, the militants that fighting

with Islamist factions of Syria were not in Gaza, but from Gaza and most of them
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were ex-members of [zzeddine Qassam Brigades, armed wing of Hamas. He claimed

that they split up from Hamas and went to Syria to join anti-Assad fight.***

The first batch of Palestinian militants who fight against the Syrian government
joined Al Qaeda’s Syrian wing Al Nusra Front.’*® They traveled to Syria from Gaza,
and Palestinian camps in Lebanon. A Palestinian jihadist in Syria, Abu Mohammad
al-Filistini and his unit “Saraya Ghuraba Filistin” urged Palestinian jihadists from
Lebanon, especially from Ain al-Helweh to join “jihad” against Bashar al-Assad.***
However, there were reports that after al-Filistini’s death (March 2018) in Latakia,
Syria, the group unable to continue its operations. Moreover, Lebanese authorities
and other Palestinian factions from camps has co-operated to prevent jihadists to
smuggle into Syria since 2017. According to a report, most jihadists from Ain al-
Helweh left the camp. Also, after disagreement with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the new
“official” Al Qaeda branch in Syria, Huras al-Din, has attracted Palestinian
jihadists.’® In 2014, a Lebanese prosecutor charged 15 people for receiving military
training in Ain al-Helweh camp and Syria to attack against a security official.** In

early 2019, Lebanese security officials arrested a jihadist figure from Ain al-Helweh
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who affiliated with Al Nusra Front in the camp.””’ Ain al-Helweh®*® and Nahr al-
Bared, two prominent refugee camps in Lebanon were the main pillars of jihadist
movement along Lebanon and the Levant.*”> According to one source, “Palestinians
refugees... act as a bridge between Lebanese radicals and Syrian radical
organizations” and Al-Fatah officials believe that refugee camps had become a bed
for sleeper cells.” Usbat al-Ansar and Fatah al-Islam were the most famous
Palestinian jihadist organizations in camps of Lebanon. Usbat al-Ansar’s leader Abu
Muhjin had fought in Iraq against the US occupation with al-Zarqawi.”' These two
organizations have recruited militants across the region to fight in Iraq, Syria, and
Yemen. However, some Palestinian groups such as Fatah al-Islam established wings
in Syria to wage jihad against Assad. Fatah al-Islam created a group named “Al

2
2.33

Khilafah Brigades” and its leader was killed in Syria in 201 A former Fatah al-

Islam leader, Khaled Mahmoud is the founder of Jund al-Sham group in Syria, and
recruited militants from Bab al-Tabbanah neighborhood, in Tripoli. According to a
Salafi sheikh, Lebanese jihadists mostly fought with Ahrar al-Sham and al-Fajr

333

Movement.”” Also, ISIL appointed in 2014 a new “emir” for Lebanon, Palestinian
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origin Abdul Salam al-Ordoni.*** Al Nusra Front had became stronger when its core

Syrian leadership merged with prominent Palestinian and Lebanese jihadists.* An
Al Nusra Front offshoot, Jund al-Agsa was also founded by a Palestinian citizen of
Jordan, Abu Abdulaziz al-Qatari. Al-Qatari was a jihadist veteran of Afghanistan,
and was claimed to be a close associate of Osama bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri,
and Abdullah Azzam.® Moreover, due to the split of Palestinian community in
Yarmouk Camp, a group established to fight against those pro-Assad Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine - General Command (PFLP - GC).**” A report stated
that most of Palestinian jihadists fighting in Syria have been operating with Al Nusra
Front.*® Another group which Palestinians fought with was al-Fajr Islamic
Movement. The group fought alongside Al Nusra Front and had some Palestinians
killed in various battles. It should be noted that nearly all of these jihadists were

former members of Hamas or its armed wing Izzeddine Qassam Brigades.**’

Up to now, Palestinian groups which have been operating or the groups that

Palestinians have been fighting in Syria against the Syrian government were below:
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- Al Nusra Front

- Islamic State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL)

- Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

- Al-Fajr Islamic Movement

- Ahrar al-Sham

- Jund al-Sham

- Fatah al-Islam

- Saraya Ghuraba Filistin

- Aknaf Beit al-Maqdes (Hamas affiliated)
- Yarmouk Martyrs Brigade

- Liwa al-Asifah (Affiliated with Golan Falcons)

- Liwa al-Ummah’>*

4.7. Motives of jihad

According to an estimation in 2013, jihadists number in Syria from Palestine,
Lebanon, and Jordan were 74-114, 65-890, and 180-2,089, respectively.**' An expert
estimates that “scores of Salafists in Gaza” have joined Al Nusra Front and ISIL in
Syria.** A survey from 2018 estimates that 900 foreign fighters travelled to Iraq and

Syria from Lebanon.’* In 2014, Lebanese sources (including the interior minister)

% This group was formed by a Libyan, Mahdi al-Harati, and consisted of jihadists from many
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claimed that number of Lebanese militants in Syria was between 200 and 300.*** In
2015, Salafi figures from Tripoli and Bakaa predicted that 800-1000 “Sunnis” from
Lebanon had travelled to Syria to wage jihad.**> However, it is not easy to
distinguish which jihadist was originally a Lebanese or a Palestinian camp resident.
Also, due to camps’ relatively free situation vis-a-vis the Lebanese state and army,
lots of non-Palestinian people and groups infiltrate them. For instance, a native from
Tripoli, Shadi al-Mawlawi was the main recruiter of Lebanese and Palestinian
jihadists in Ain al-Helweh camp in 2012. Also, Abdallah Azzam Brigades’ Saudi
leader Majid al-Majid had hidden in Ain al-Helweh in 2013. A notorious Lebanese
anti-Hezbollah preacher and his followers has been living in the camp since 2013.>*
Nonetheless, some hints can be found that point out Palestinian jihadists. According
to a report from 2013, there were 48 death notice of jihadists whose origin country
was Lebanon which were announced by jihadist groups. Moreover, 24 of 48
Lebanese militants’ point of origin was Tripoli.**’ Tripoli is the main hub in northern
Lebanon for salafist-jihadist network, both with a Sunni community (famous Bab al-
Tabbanah neighborhood) and Nahr al-Bared Palestinian refugee camp. It is possible
to say that even if a jihadist was not a Palestinian, he could be found a safe haven in
refugee camps or can be trained by a jihadist group in those camps. Lebanon is
ranked four in accordance with the jihadist foreign fighters per country’s population

(200 per million).**® A study which covers Jordanian foreign fighters in Syria and

International Law and Beyond, ed. Andrea de Gutty et al. (The Hague: T.M.C. Asser Press, 2016): 9-
25.
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Iraq states that the main region where the fighters come from was Zarqa, whose
population is mostly Palestinian.’* In 2016, there were reports that around 30
Palestinians, all of them youngsters, smuggled from Ain al-Helweh to Raqqa, Syria

to fight with ISIL.>

Palestinians who are from refugee camps and have been fighting alongside with
jihadist groups mostly consist of Afghan-Soviet War mujahideen, or the new
generation who have nothing to lose. According to one report, those Palestinians who
have been fighting in Syria give their lives “a purpose”, and also, in Lebanon’s Ain
al-Helweh Camp, the unemployment was around 80 percent.””' One of the Fatah
officials in camp stresses that “The Islamic groups are much more organized and
have much more money” and the new generation occupy themselves either with
drugs or jihad.* Plus, Lebanese officials point out that extremist elements in refugee
camps have been collecting donations from people from the Gulf countries.*>
According to one Fatah official from Ain al-Helweh Camp, in 2015, 52 Lebanese
Palestinian refugees had killed in Syria who were fighting alongside with Al Nusra
Front or ISIL, and their ages were differentiated between 17 to 20. The official
assumes that the cause behind waging jihad in Syria was unemployment.*>*
According to another account, after clashes between the Syrian army and ISIL/Nusra
in Palestinian Yarmouk Camp near Damascus, around 11,000 Palestinians and
Syrians fled to Ain al-Helweh and there were some of jihadist militants inside those

refugees. In Ain al-Helweh, it is claimed that jihadist network has an expertise on

3 Alberto Caballero Diez, “Jordanian Foreign Fighters in Syria and Iraq: how did they become
radicalized and how they can be de-radicalized?,” IEEE, Opinion Document, no. 68 (July 2016): 3.
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recruiting “disenfranchised youth” due to lack of confidence to the traditional
Palestinian leadership and Palestinian social and economic expulsion from Lebanon.
Moreover, new refugee influx has increased the burden the relief organizations

which have been operating inside camps.”™

Motives of jihadists differ from one country to another. For instance, having looked
at Jordanian-Palestinian jihadists in Syria and Iraq, the effect of poverty and
unemployment was too complicated. A survey indicates that unemployment or
poverty does not the main motive for Zarqa in particular (unemployment rates were
the lowest in Jordan in 2013, 2014, and 2015), and Jordan in general. The militants
had different socioeconomic backgrounds and the main motive to wage jihad in Syria
for them was “to protect Sunnis against [Alawite] Bashar al-Assad.” Moreover,
Jordanian jihadists’ motivation did not religion-driven.>® A research that covers the
foreign jihadists finds that although some scholars challenge about socioeconomic
factors, the main portion of foreign fighters are relatively uneducated and coming
from low-level strata.’”’ According to one approach, ISIL was appealing to the
“marginalized youth” in Lebanon, and the same trend could be seen amongst
Palestinian youth in Ain al-Helweh camp, and Lebanese security apparatus
discovered an ISIL-affiliated cell which was directed by two Palestinians.”>® In 2014
lots of Jund al-Sham members from Lebanon were arrested by Lebanese authorities.
Most of them between the ages 17-29, “unemployed, marginalized in their own

community, suffered from injustice, and used the arms trade to generate income.””’

333 Brling Sogge, ibid.

3% «“From Jordan to Jihad: The Lure of Syria’s Violent Extremist Groups,” Mercy Corps, Policy Brief
(2015), 3-6.
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Various economic, social, administrative, and spatial factors contribute the
differentiation between Jordanian and Lebanese Palestinian refugee camps. Those
four factors are strictly intermingled to each other. First, in Lebanon, Palestinian
refugees are still largely excluded from the official labor market and governmental
services.*® Second, as mentioned before, after the expulsion of the PLO from
Lebanon, and the destruction of refugee camps’ infrastructure by Israeli occupation
and “war of camps” during the Lebanese Civil War, Palestinian refugees in Lebanon
partly lost their employment abilities and access to education or health services.
While the PLO relocated to the Palestinian Authority in accordance with the Oslo
Accord, the cradle of Palestinian nationalism and identity, i.e. refugee camps in
Lebanon, more or less were abandoned and the power vacuum was filled by other
Palestinian factions, especially transnational jihadist network. Third, Palestinian
refugee camps in Lebanon were designed to exclude Palestinians from the other
segments of Lebanese society, on the contrary to the Syrian and Jordanian ones.
Those camps in Syria and Jordan are “open spaces” which means that they resemble
other standard Syrian or Jordanian neighborhoods, whereas in the case of Lebanon
they are “closed spaces” which means that they socially are excluded from the rest of
the Lebanese society. Unemployment rate in Lebanese camps is higher than other
parts of Lebanese society, and the same is valid for poverty rate.’®' Fourth, the
sectarian/confessional nature of the political system of Lebanon makes (mostly

Sunni) Palestinians more vulnerable to sectarian strife.

Lebanon’s historical, economical, and political relations with the Levant and due to
the fact that it would never possible for one party to rule Lebanon for its own, create
a unique situation for Lebanon: For a jihadist from Lebanon should make his

calculations not for Lebanon, but for the Greater Syria. Some jihadist voices
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Cuts, Commissioner-General Tells Fourth Committee,” United Nations, November 9, 2018,
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gaspd684.doc.htm.
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underline Lebanon’s role in global jihad as a “support base” for the greater jihadist
cause.’®® For instance, a Salafi sheikh claimed that, throughout 2012 Lebanese
jihadists in Syria used Lebanon as ‘““a recruiting and resupply base”, and those
activities ensured by family relations between Syrian armed groups and Tripoli’s
Salafist network.*®® A group of jihadist organizations established an Islamic front
inside Ain al-Helweh in 2013, tried to expand its activities head towards Burj al-
Barajneh Palestinian refugee camp in Dahiyeh, and announced that it will be use

Lebanon as “a salvation land” for those jihadist who were fighting in Syria.***

However, some claim that the influence of ISIL in Palestinian refugee camps were
limited, and especially after operations around the Syrian border by both the Syrian
army and Lebanese army-Hezbollah, militant flow to Syria has been decreased.
Especially battles of Qalamoun, Yabroud, and al-Kusayr (2013-2014) on the side of
the Syrian border ended with the defeat of the armed groups and the Syrian army
took control of these towns which are important for Homs and Damascus. In addition
to this, Hezbollah and Lebanese army clashed with ISIL and Al Nusra Front in 2014
on the side of Lebanon, namely in Arsal region. Again, in 2017, both parties
launched another operation in Arsal and Qalamoun region to expel ISIL. Before the
operation Hezbollah and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (new name for Al Nusra Front)
reached an agreement to transfer the latter’s militants and families from Arsal to
Idlib.** Despite the fact that Palestinian militants still inside Syria with jihadist
groups, it can be said that militant influx from Lebanon to Syria was substantially has
cut by the Syrian army, Hezbollah, and Lebanese army and border control has

tightened. This development coincides with the fact that ISIL has ceded to be a
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“state” in 2017 after the recapture of Mosul and Raqqa by Iraqi army and anti-ISIL
US coalition respectively; and Al Qaeda has become an “emirate” within the border
of Idlib province in Syria. Consequently, Lebanon front of the Syrian War has

relatively been quiet since 2017.

However, Palestinians in Lebanon are still facing with difficulties. In 2016,
Palestinian refugees protested UNRWA aid cuts almost for two months sit-ins.>*® In
2019, a new legislation that aims to control “illegal labor” in Lebanon sparked
protests amongst Palestinian refugees. Palestinians claimed that with this new law
discriminates even Palestinian who are working in legal conditions. Also, since 2005,
Lebanese law has suspended Palestinians from working in 70 sectors, including
engineering and medicine.”®” Hence, socio-economic aspect of Islamization of

Palestinian camps is still lay out there.

4.8. Conclusion

Palestinian cause has gone through four phases: Communal tension between Arabs
and Jews due to Zionist migration to Palestine; Arab-Israel conflict after the creation
of the state of Israel; the rise of Palestine-first approach and guerilla struggle against
Israel from Lebanon by the PLO; the PLO’s recognition of Israel and the rise of
Hamas and Islamist forces. Spread of Wahhabism with the Saudi money in the
Middle East coincided with the demise of the PLO and destruction of the
infrastructure of the Palestinian refugee camps by Israeli invasion of Lebanon.
Hence, transnational jihadist network has used Palestinian camps in Lebanon due to
the lack of state institutions in camps, and during the Syrian jihad, Lebanon was seen

by the jihadist groups as a support base for the Greater Syria. Palestinian and

3% Furkan Guldemir, “Palestinian refugees in Beirut protest UNRWA aid cuts,” Anadolu Agency, May
10, 2016, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/palestinian-refugees-in-beirut-protest-unrwa-aid-
cuts/569929.

7 Amena ElAshkar, “Palestinian refugees in Lebanon denounce new 'inhumane' work restrictions,”

Middle East Eye, July 23, 2019, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestinian-refugees-lebanon-
denounce-latest-work-restrictions.
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Lebanese jihadists from refugee camps empowered the jihadist organizations in
Syria, such as Al Nusra Front and the ISIL. Moreover, poverty, lack of governance,
marginalization, sectarianism, and the fragility of the political system of Lebanon are

the main motives for waging jihad inside Syria for Palestinian refugees.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

The Palestinian aspect of the Syrian Jihad is a juxtaposition of modern jihadist
thought, economic transformation of the Middle East in the 20th century, the change
of Palestinian cause, and the Palestinian refugee problem in the context of Lebanese

national politics.

This study looked back the origin of the contemporary jihadist movement in order to
understand how and why Palestinians did join the Syrian War against Bashar al-
Assad. In Chapter 2, the founding fathers of the modern Salafist thought was
examined in the context of the Western ‘“superiority”, rejection of traditional
religious establishment, the abolition of the Caliphate, colonialism, political
pragmatism vis-a-vis national regimes, and changing the target of the jihad. Although
modern Salafist/jihadist thought rejects nationalism and puts ahead the unity of
Muslims, there has been always a contradictory aspect of those Islamist thinkers and
movements with respect to national politics and nationalism. The jihadist cause has
gone through phases: at first, the Muslim Brotherhood aimed at new Western-
educated Egyptian elites, then the organization took arm against British colonial rule,
and during the Nasser era, it again struggled for a revolutionary change in the
Egyptian society. However, the demise of Arab nationalism, the rise of Saudi Arabia
and spread of Wahhabism through the Middle East, jihadist cause turned into a
transnational issue, especially with the Afghan jihad. It is important to note that the
inventor of “Arab-Afghan” militia against the Red Army in Afghanistan was a
Palestinian jihadist, Abdullah Azzam. He transformed the jihadist network from a
national one to an international one, and paved the way for a hardcore organization,
namely Al Qaeda. This epoch (the second part of the 1990s) was characterized with
targeting the far enemy, i.e. the USA, and its end was 9/11 attacks. After the invasion
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of Iraq, the jihadist cause again had another turn, and started to target the near
enemy, this time a call for a total war of annihilation against Shias and later,
Alawites. The Bush Administration’s desire to contain Iran, Hezbollah, and Syria
created a consequence: emerging new “Sunni” groups in Lebanon against Hezbollah
and Syria. Hence, Salafism’s animosity against Sufism and Shia found a channel and

de facto political free hand in the contemporary Middle East.

In this respect, the Syrian War intermingled with national, regional, and international
imbalance. Chapter 3 tried to explain the history of modern Syria tainted with
sectarian tensions, and Islamist forces in Syria represented both a “Sunni” hatred
against the “Nusayri regime” and a class dimension which consisted of deprived
urban Sunni merchant class. In the 1990s and during Bashar al-Assad era, Syria
adopted more and more liberal economy policies, cut government subsidies, and
created new class configurations in Syria. Collapse of the agricultural sector between
2006 and 2010, migration from rural to urban centers, Baath Pary’s alienation from
popular strata paved the way for 2011 uprising. Additionally, the “Arab Spring”
context and regional and international intervention combined with a proxy war. This
makes Syria a fertile ground for jihadist cause in the Levant, and with its historical

relationship, Lebanon became a support base for the Syrian Jihad.

The Palestinian aspect of the Syrian War is twofold: the first one is related with
Syria’s own Palestinian policy and Palestinian refugees in Syria. Some camps in
Syria has been a stage for confrontation between the Syrian army and the jihadist
groups, and some Palestinian factions have sided with either the Syrian army or
armed groups. However, as Chapter 4 underlined, Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon offers a relative “free” environment for transnational jihadist network, due
to the lack of governance, poverty, marginalized youth, and the fragile and
confessionalist conditions of Lebanese socio-political atmosphere. Lots of jihadists
from other nationalities found shelter in refugee camps, and funding from the Gulf
countries boosted the jihadist services inside the Palestinian camps. Moreover, the

uncertain future of Palestine-Israel negotiations and the ambiguous statute of
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Palestinians in Lebanon catalyzed jihadist infiltration into the camps, and the
recruitment of Palestinian youth in particular. Palestinian camps in Lebanon differ
from Jordan’s and Syria’s with espect to their lack of integration to the society, and
for that reason Palestinians in Lebanon become distinct from their fellows in Jordan
and Syria about the motives of jihad in Syria. Additionally, the sectarian tension
drives the Palestinian jihadists to wage jihad not in Palestine against Israel, but in
Syria against Bashar al-Assad. They tend to “save” Syrian “Sunnis” from “Nusayri
regime,” and chose to stay neutral the struggle between Iran-Syria-Hezbollah and
Israel. They see Palestinian problem at best a problem within the greater global
jihadist cause. Therefore, for them, if Al-Quds will be liberated, the Muslims should
start with the “infidel” regimes and peoples, such as Syria and its government.
Moreover, Lebanon’s sectarian equilibrium (with powerful regional backers)
prevents Palestinian (and other) jihadists to easily take arms against the Lebanese
government and army. Therefore, Palestinian camps becomes a support base for the

greater jihadist cause, for the Greater Syria in particular.

5.1. An ambiguous future for Palestinian camps in Lebanon

Still ongoing Syrian War has shaped national Syrian politics, regional balance of
power, positions of international actors, and the course of transnational jihad. Also,
the war has gone through stages. Local protests which had relations with broader
“Arab spring” context turned into an armed conflict between various parties inside
and outside Syria. States like the USA, Britain, France, Russia, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Turkey, and Iran; non-state actors like Hezbollah, Al Qaeda, ISIL, and
other jihadist groups broke their alliances and realigned themselves other actors
during the war. This path can also be followed concerning the political goals of the
war. For instance, the Obama Administration stuck with the Assad-must-go approach
between 2011 and 2013. However, after infamous Ghouta chemical attack incident in
2013, the USA rejected any military confrontation with Syria (and Russia), accepted
Russia’s chemical weapons deal, and redirected its political course from regime

change to “war on terror”, i.e. countering ISIL, in 2014, and now, “containing Iran”
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in northeastern Syria and blocking Syria’s economic reconstruction efforts with its
Kurdish proxies, Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). Likewise, until 2015, Russia tried
to save its only base in the Middle East, challenged the US hegemony due to the
latter’s decreasing influence throughout the region, and diversified its alliances in the
region. After direct involvement in Syrian War, Russia became a real actor in Syria
and the Middle East, forced Bashar al-Assad to reform his government, built a shaky
alliance with Iran and Turkey, facilitated reconciliation efforts in southern Syria, and

created a modus vivendi -although vulnerable- with the USA in Syria.

Change of courses also can be observed with regard to the Gulf, Jordan, and Turkey.
Gulf monarchies led by Saudi Arabia, at first, quietly monitored the situation in Syria
until June 2011, and when the US government adopted a regime change discourse,
they became more and more harsher towards Bashar al-Assad. Qatar supported a
Muslim Brotherhood government in Syria and helped to militarize the conflict via
Libyan arm supplies. Jordan and UAE also helped armed groups on the ground,
especially Jordan established “operation room” for armed groups in the southern
Syria. Turkey, initially, called for “reforms” in Syria, and tried to persuade Bashar al-
Assad during early on of the crisis. However, various Syrian sources, including
Bashar al-Assad himself, claimed that even before the crisis, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan had tried to convince the Syrian leader to rehabilitate the
Muslim Brotherhood. Then, Turkey sided with Qatar and supported Ikhwan-
Affiliated armed groups. However, after the coup d’etat in Egypt which ousted
Mohammed Morsi, a new conflict emerged in the region: Gulf states led by Saudi
Arabia and the UAE versus Qatar-Turkey axis. Blockade against Qatar by the other
Gulf states, and growing Saudi hostility against Turkey, reflected themselves within
the Syrian context. Turkey started mostly to focus on autonomous Northern Syria
entity led by Democratic Union Party (PYD) and People’s Protection Units (YPQG)
which is affiliated with the PKK. Eventually, after the US support of YPG (inside
SDF), Ankara’s main military goal in Syria has become crushing the PYD entity in
Syria. Saudi support for SDF’s Arab tribes has created another tension between the

Gulf kingdom and Turkey.

110



The Syrian jihad has changed its course during the war, too. The modern
transnational jihad had matured during the Afghan War and pursued the mixture of
far enemy (i.e. the USSR) and near enemy (Soviet-backed Afghan government)
tactics. Al Qaeda changed the course of jihad to the USA in the second half of the
1990s, and after the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, struggle against the
occupation force became clearer as the main motive of the jithad. However, in Iraq
and Lebanon, jihadist course transformed again, and near enemy, i.e. Iran and
“Shias”, were to be the primary focus of transnational jihad in Levant. ISIL (and its
predecessor AQI) was a production of untidy Iraqi politics and the US invasion of
Iraq. Transnational jihad’s shift to focus on near enemy coincided with the Bush
Administration’s policy of containing Iran, and eventually, jihad -again- went

“local”, resembling the old school Ikhwani or Qutbist jihadist thought.

Moreover, contradictions and clashes between jihadist groups has never ceased
during the war. The biggest debate within the jihadist ranks was ISIL’s split from the
core Al Qaeda leadership. Although, one part of the debate, the leader of Al Nusra
Front Abu Mohamed al-Golani was sent to Syria to establish a jihadist group by the
leader of ISIL (then Islamic State of Iraq - ISI) Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, ISIL
challenged the authority of Al Qaeda and its leader, Ayman al-Zawabhiri and severed
its ties with the latter. After the split, some other “local” jihadist factions formed an

alliance called “Islamic Front” and started to clash with ISIL in Syria.

However, unease within the jihadist ranks were not limited with ISIL-Al Qaeda split.
In 2018, disorder within the new-born group, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS, ex Al
Nusra Front) emerged. Al Qaeda loyalists criticized al-Golani for relying heavily on
foreign states’ support, i.e. Turkey, and created a new group named Hurras al-Din
(Guardians of Religion). Later, Al Qaeda leader al-Zawahiri issued a harsh response
to HTS, and claimed that the latter group was trying to establish its authority in Idlib
under “secular” Turkish supervision without directly naming HTS or al-Golani. In

another message, al-Zawahiri implied to criticize ISIL and those who were seeking
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an Islamic emirate inside Syria or Iraq and advised to focus on “guerilla fighting

against the Crusader and its Shia allies” instead of “clinging to ground.”

Moreover, in Idlib for example, jihadist factions often try to control state of affairs
inside the “Islamic emirate” and fight each other for administration. Foreign factors
also impact upon their decisions. Some factions like Hurras al-Din do not want
Turkish command in Idlib, and some factions, at least temporarily, defend a sort of
agreement with Turkey to hold their ground. These debates have continued within
the framework of Islamic theology too. However, after the collapse of the “Islamic
State” and uncertain future of the “Idlib emirate” jihadist course and jihadists in the

Levant are looking for new regions to stick on their cause.

In a sense, the Syrian War transformed into a war of attrition, and for now, Syria is
shared among spheres of influence, i.e. Russia, the USA, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
and so on. Jihadist groups are mostly operating inside Idlib province, and until now
they have been enjoying a modus vivendi among foreign forces. The future of jihad
in the Levant seems ambiguous, and therefore, the future of the foreign jihadists

inside Syria mirrors the same image.

This ambiguous situation invites the problem of “foreign jihadists”, as a phenomenon
that is largely being discussed by the Western countries with respect to their national
security. Some countries like the United Kingdom revoke jihadists’ citizenship,
whereas some countries such as France do not allow jihadists to return their home
country. However, besides Western jihadists, there are lots of Arab foreign jihadists

in Syria and Iraq.

Within this context, Palestinian question and still stateless Palestinians make it more
difficult to confront the foreign fighters issue. As mentioned throughout this study,
the camps in Lebanon (and in Jordan to some extent) has become a fertile ground for
transnational jihad due to socioeconomic factors, foreign interference, sectarian

strife, and inefficacy of state institutions. There is still a lack of information about
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Palestinian jihadists from Lebanese camps who has been waging jihad in Syria. In
spite of a plenty of newspaper articles, scholarly researches on the impact of the
Syrian War on the Palestinian refugee camps are not sufficient yet. The Syrian jihad
has reshaped the politics and demographics in the Middle East region, and in
particular Palestinian diaspora in Lebanon. Palestinian exodus from the largest
refugee camp in Syria, Yarmouk, changed the situation in Lebanon again, like al-
Nakba or Lebanese Civil War. Not only Palestinians flee from the camp, but also
Syrians took refuge in Palestinian camps in Lebanon. Recently, some Lebanese
newspapers has begun a campaign against Syrian refugees, a sign of fear for fragile
political system of Lebanon.’®® The complex political situation in Lebanon and
Palestinian camps, therefore, one of the obstacles to get a clear picture about

Palestinian jihadists in Lebanon and Syria.

Recent developments about new labor law in Lebanon shows an important example
the strife between Palestinians and Lebanese authorities.® New labor law restricts
“illegal workers”, and one of the main target areas of the new law is Palestinian
refugees. A survey conducted by UNRWA states that around two-thirds of
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are poor or extremely poor, and Syrian refugee
influx has deteriorated the situation of Palestinians. Another survey indicates that
61% of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon feel “insecure” in the camps.’”® Especially in
Ain al-Helweh camp, clashes between jihadist factions and Fatah or leftist groups

often occur and tension remains in despite of joint patrols by non-jihadist factions in

3% See, “Outrage after Lebanon doctor blames Syrian refugees for Raising cancer rates,” September 6,
2018, https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2018/9/5/outrage-after-lebanon-doctor-blames-cancer-
on-syria-refugees; Zeina Khodr, “Anti-Syrian refugee sentiment rises in Lebanon,” 4/ Jazeera, June
27, 2019, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/anti-syrian-refugee-sentiment-rises-lebanon-
190627124719360.html.

3% Lama Al-Arian, “In Lebanon, Palestinians Protest New Employment Restrictions,” NPR, July 26,
2019, https://www.npr.org/2019/07/26/745041157/in-lebanon-palestinians-protest-new-employment-
restrictions.

3 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “The Situation of Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon,”
February 2016, https://www.refworld.org/docid/56cc95484.html.
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the camp.””' Economic deprivation, discrimination, unable to access services of
education and health, competition amongst unskilled labor make Palestinian refugees
more vulnerable. Moreover, dependence on the UN services and rejection of being
settled in Lebanon (“tawteen”) due to unsolved Palestinian question make the
situation more complex. After aid cuts from the Trump Administration, the main UN

body for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, found itself in a difficult situation.

Consequently, poor living conditions, socioeconomic deprivation, lack of
governmental institutes, sectarian approach of some regional powers and declined
Palestinian nationalism pave the ground for transnational jihadist network for
operating in Palestinian refugee camps. Fluidity of Palestinian identity and relative
freeness of the camps create a fertile ground for jihadist elements. Although jihadist
cause in Levant have been declining since 2017, transnational network are looking
for new areas such as South Eastern Asia. However, Syrian jihad enhanced
transnational jihadist discourse vis-a-vis Palestinian question, i.e. Palestinian national
resistance against Israeli occupation is just a point inside broader (and global)
jihadist framework. The effect of Palestinian jihadist on Syrian jihad and the effect of

Syrian jihad on Palestinian cause are still waiting for detailed examination.

37! Nicolas Dot-Pouillard, "Between Radicalization and Mediation Processes: a Political Mapping of

Palestinian Refugee Camps in Lebanon," Civil Society Knowledge Centre, January 10, 2015,
https://civilsociety-centre.org/paper/between-radicalization-and-mediation-processes-political-
mapping-palestinian-refugee-camps.
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APPENDICES

A. TURKISH SUMMERY/TURKCE OZET

Suriye’de 2011 yilinin Mart ayinda baglayan eylemler, ¢ok kisa bir siire icerisinde
bolgesel ve uluslararasi aktorlerin miidahale ve savas alani haline gelmis, stiregiden
savas yalnizda Suriye’nin degil bolgenin ve diinyanin da ¢ehresini degistirmistir.
Katar, Suudi Arabistan, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Tiirkiye, iran gibi bolgesel giicler
Suriye’deki vekilleri aracilifiyla savasa miidahil olurken, ABD ve Rusya gibi
uluslararas1 giigler de siirece hem askeri hem de diplomatik olarak agirlik koymaya
calismaktadir. Ote yandan savas Suriye ve bolgede biiyiik demografik degisikliklere
neden olmus, oOzellikle komsu iilkelerde (Tiirkiye, Liibnan, Urdiin) Suriyeli
miilteciler sorunu basgdstermistir. Suriye ile olan tarihsel ve politik baglar1 nedeniyle
Liibnan 6zel bir yerde dururken, Liibnan’in 6zgiin politik sistemi ve Filistin sorunu
baglaminda tasidigi onem, Suriye Savasi’na 6zel bir etkide bulunmustur. Suriye
Savasi; uluslararasit cihatcilik, uluslararast ve bolgesel giiclerin miidahaleleri,
Suriye’nin iktisadi ve siyasi yapisi, Liibnan ve Filistin sorunu kiimelerinin kesigim

noktasinda yer almaktadir.

Liibnan’daki dini/mezhepsel temsile dayanan politik sistem, Israil devletinin
kurulmas1 ve ardindan Filistinlilerin topraklarindan edilmesiyle birlikte taginamaz
hale gelmis, Liibnan’in giineyinin Filistin direnisinin merkezi haline gelmesiyle
birlikte i¢ savasa dogru giden bir seyir izlemisti. Liibnan I¢ Savasi, “Filistin sorunu”
dolayimiyla patlak vermis, Filistin Kurtulus Orgiiti (FKO) ile 6rgiitiin Filistin
miilteci kamplarinda elde ettigi giic, basta Israil olmak iizere bir dizi ulusal ve
bolgesel giiciin hiddetini iizerine ¢ekmistir. FKO’niin uzun siire egemen oldugu
kamplar, orgiit ile Liibnan devleti arasinda imzalanan Kahire Anlasmasi’nin (1969)

hiikiimleri dogrultusunda Filistinli direnis gruplarinin egemenligine birakildig1 igin,

143



anlasma daha sonra ilga edilmesine ragmen, bugiline kadar siiren “devlet iginde

devlet” 6zelligine kavusmustur.

1967 Arap-israil Savasi’'nda Arap ordularmin basarisizigi ve Misir lideri Cemal
Abdiil Nasir onderligindeki Arap milliyetciliginin ekonomik ve politik gerilemesi,
once Filistin’in kurtulusunu merkeze alan Filistin ulusal hareketine yol vermis, daha
sonra 1970’11 yillarda diinya kapitalist sisteminin yeniden yapilandirilmasi
baglaminda ekonomik ve politik olarak Orta Dogu’da ABD ve Avrupa tarafindan
desteklenen Suudi Arabistan’in yiikselisi ve Islamci1 hareketlerin giic kazanmasina
neden olmustur. Yiikselen petrol fiyatlari, Korfez sermayesinin ABD ve Avrupa’daki
biiyiik Olcekli yatirimlari, 6zellikle Suudi Arabistan’in diinya sistemi icerisindeki
yerini kuvvetlendirirken, iilkenin resmi ideolojisi Vahhabilik kiiresel capta faaliyet
yuriiten kurumlar aracilifiyla yayilmak istenmistir. Bu doneme, ekonomik
neoliberalizm, Islamcilik ve Soguk Savas ideolojisi olarak anti-komiinizm damga

vurmustur.

Dénemin Filistin sorununa yansimasi, FKO’nin Liibnan’dan ¢ikartilmasi ve miilteci
kamplarint merkeze alan Filistin milliyetciliginin erozyona ugramasi seklinde
tezahiir etmistir. Iran Islam Devrimi’nin yarattig1 Islamc1 uyanisla da birlesen sekiiler
milliyetgiligin gerilmesi fenomeni, Filistin kamplarmin altyapisiin israil isgali
tarafindan yok edilmesi ve FKO’niin uzlasmac1 tutumu da eklenince, yerini Hamas’ta
cisimlesen Islamciliga birakacakti. Birinci Intifada’nin Israil isgali altindaki Filistin
topraklarinda patlak vermesi, Filistin davasinin odagini degistirecek, Liibnan’daki
kamplar ekonomik sorunlar, issizlik, marjinallesme ve egitimsizlik gibi nedenlerle

yavas yavas ¢ehresini degistirecekti.

Bu degisimin mihenk tasi, cihatg1 diisiincenin uluslararasilagmasina yol agan
Afganistan’daki Sovyet karsiti cihatti. Filistinli Abdullah Azzam’in 6nderligini
yaptifi “Arap Afgan miicahitler”, Pakistan ve Suudi Arabistan ile ABD’nin
destegiyle Afganistan’daki Sovyet yanlis1 hiikiimete ve Kizil Ordu’ya karsi

savasacak ve cihat fikrini “yakin diisman”dan “uzak diisman”a, yani komiinizm ve
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Sovyetler Birligi’ne yoneltecekti. Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun son déneminde,
ozellikle Avrupa somiirgeciligi ile temasta sekillenen Selefilik, uzun ve kirilmali bir
yolculuk izleyerek 20. Yiizyildaki militan cihat¢1 akimlari beslemisti. Uzunca bir
sire “Islam’dan uzaklasan ve Batili egitim ile Miisliiman halk kitlelerine
yabancilasan yerel elitlere” karsi miicadeleyi savunan Selefi cihatgilik, Afganistan ile
birlikte yon degistirip yakin diigman ile uzak diismani birbirine baglamisti. Bununla
birlikte, 19. Yiizy1l sonunda sekillenen ve Islam’imn ilk ¢aglarmna (Peygamber’in ve
Dort Halife’'nin  ¢agina) donmeyi hedefleyen Selefilik, Cemaleddin Afgani,
Muhammed Abduh, Resit Riza gibi kurucu babalarin Misir’daki Miisliiman
Kardesler hareketine ilham vermesiyle birlikte Bat1 karsitligi, Islam’da armma, dini
ve egitsel kurumlarin kohneligi, Sii/Sufi/Alevi diismanligr gibi ideolojik motifleri
bugiinkii “modern” cihatciliga aktarmisti. Sonug olarak, Afganistan’da Kizil Ordu’ya
kars1 savasla giindeme oturan “modern” cihatgilik, hem 19. Yiizyilda temelleri atilan
Selefiligin, hem de 1970’11 yillardaki uluslararas1 ve bolgesel donilistimiin mesru bir

cocuguydu.

Bu calisma, temel olarak su sorulara cevap aramaktadir: Liibnan’daki miilteci
kamplarindan Suriye’ye savasmaya giden Filistinli cihatcilar, hangi motivasyonlarla
savasmaktadir? Calisma, Filistinli  cihat¢ilarin  sayilarini,  sosyo-ekonomik
durumlarin1 ve kamplardaki cihat¢i hareketlerin muhtemel gelecegini incelemektedir.
Bu incelemeyi yaparken, cihatg1 hareketin 19. ve 20. ylizyildaki izini siirerken,
Suriye tarihine ve Suriye Savasi’nin nedenlerine deginip Filistin sorununu Liibnan

baglaminda degerlendirmektedir.

Calismanin Giris kisminda, yukaridaki sorularin aktarilmasinin yaninda, Suriye
Savasi’na dair giincel literatiir degerlendirilmektedir. Bu literatiir, cagdas cihat¢1
hareketlerin tarihine de icermekte, 6zellikle 11 Eyliil saldirilar1 sonrasindaki yazin
genellikle Amerikan ulusal giivenlik c¢ikarlar1  perspektifinden meseleye
yaklagmaktadir. Giincel degerlendirmeler de, ya Suriye Savasi’nin mezhep tarafina
odaklanmakta, ya da Besar Esad yonetimi Arap diinyasindaki somiirgecilik sonrasi

“otoriter” yonetimler ekseninde agiklanmaya calisilmaktadir. Bu calisma ise, Orta

145



Dogu’nun iktisadi ve politik doniisiimiinii diinyadaki degisime baglamakta, Suriye’yi
ve Liibnan’daki Filistin sorununu da bu baglama oturtarak paralel bir hikaye olarak

modern Selefi-cihat¢i diisiinceyi anlatmaktadir.

Bu baglamda, ¢calismanin Giris’i takip eden ikinci boliimiinde Selefi diisiincenin ve
modern cihat¢ili§in kaynaklar1 incelenmektedir. Suriye Savasi’nin ve bu savastaki
Filistinli cihatgilarin diistinsel izlekleri modern Selefi diislinceye, Miisliiman
Kardesler hareketine ve onunla iligkisi hala tartisma konusu olan Seyyid Kutub’un
yazilarina kadar gitmektedir. Bu bolimde Selefiligin kurucu babalarina
odaklanilirken, Seyyid Kutub ve sonrasindaki militan cihat¢1 gelenegin Orta
Dogu’nun doniistimiiyle baglantis1 incelenmektedir. Avupa sOmiirgeciliginin,
ozellikle de Britanya ve Fransa’nin Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Arap bélgelerine 19.
ylzyildaki sizmalari, hem Osmanli’nin ¢ikis arayan aydinlarini, hem de g¢evredeki
Arap diisiiniirleri yeni siyasi diisiinceleri arayisina itmistir. Selefi diislincenin ¢ikist,
Islam diinyasinin Bati karsisindaki geri kalmishigini asma istegiyle paralel ilerlerken,
sorun “kirlenmis Islam” anlayisinda goriilmiis ve altin ¢ag arayisina girilmistir.
Peygamber’in hiikiim siirdiigii yillarla Dért Halife donemini Islam’m altin ¢ag
olarak goren Selefi diisiince, bu ¢ag ile sOmiirgecilik caginin Miislimanlarini
kiyaslamis ve Islam’m gercek hiiviyetini kavusmasi i¢in armmmasi1 gerektigini ileri
siirmiistiir. Selefi diisiincenin kurucu babalarina bakilirsa, bir zamanlar ileri
diisiincelerin membai olan Islam diinyas1, sonrasinda dini diisiinceyi bozan kurumsal
ve diisiinsel prangalardan kurtularak somiirgecileri de alt edebilecektir. Afgani,
Abduh ve Riza bu nedenle Miislimanlar1 geriye diisiiren kohnemis egitim
kurumlarmin yenilenmesi gerektigini savunmus, Islam’da hukukun kaynagi olan
Kuran ve Siinnet’e doniisiin hayata gecirilmesi gerektigini diistinmiislerdir. Onlara
gore Islam hukukunda, Batr’da oldugu gibi bir devlet ve din ayrimi bulunmamakta,
Miisliman diinyasinda bu sekiiler sistemi uygulama denemeleri toplumda
doldurulamayacak bir yariga, bir ikilige sebep olmaktadir. Bu ikilik, Bat1 etkisiyle
egitilmis yoneticilerle geleneksel Islami degerlerle yetismis halk arasinda; hem Bati
egitimi almis hem de Islami egitim kurumlariyla biiyiimiis halk kitlesi arasinda

ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Selefi diisiince, diisiiniirlere gore, bu ikiligi Islam’mn 6zel ve
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kamuya biitliin olarak bakan seriat1 araciligiyla asmayi1 hedeflemektedir. Modern
Selefiligin kurucular1 agisindan, Islam toplumlarmmn egitim yoluyla aydinlatilmasi
birincil 6nemdedir. Bu nedenle, Selefiligin bir politik hareket olmazdan oOnce
“kiiltiire]” bir hareket olarak faaliyetine baslamasi bu doktrinle tutarlidir. Nitekim,
modern Selefiligin etkiledigi ilk kitlesel hareket olan Miisliman Kardesler’in
kurucusu Hasan el-Benna, orgiitii politik degil kiiltiirel bir hareket olarak
tanimlamistir. Buna ragmen, Miisliiman Kardesler tiim somiirgeci karsiti sdylemine
ragmen pragmatist bir siyaset izlemis, Britanya destekli Kral Faruk ve yonetimiyle
iyi iligkiler kurmus, krallik ve Britanya diigmani milliyet¢i muhalefete karsi bir
bariyer olarak goriilmiistiir. Yine Selefiligin kurucu babalari cihat, anti-emperyalizm,
anti-sekiilarizm ve popiilizmin eklektik bir bilesimini savunmuslar ve zaman zaman
tutarsizliga diismislerdir. Ayni diigiiniir hem milliyet¢iligi Miisliimanlar1 bolen bir
ideoloji olarak kinarken, ayni zamanda hilafetin Araplara ait olmasi1 gerektigini
savunabilmektedir. Miisliman Kardesler, Britanya’ya karsi miicadeleyi 6n plana
cikartirken, Hiir Subaylar Devrimi’nin ardindan iktidara gelen Cemal Abdiil Nasir ile
miicadeleye girismis ancak biiyiik oranda tasfiye edilmistir. Bu dénemin en etkili
ismi Seyyid Kutub, Selefi diisiinceyi militan cihat¢ilikla bulusturmus ve saf islami
yonetimin kurulmasi i¢in “materyalizm” ve “cahiliye” batagindaki ulusal yoneticilere
ve kurumlara karsi cihat ¢agrisinda bulunmustur. Kutub, “materyalizm”den
kapitalizmin Marksist elestirisini  degil, “maddi/diinyevi degerlerin pesinden
kosma”y1 anlamaktadir. Bu nedenle kendisini hem kapitalizme hem de komiinizme
kars1 konumlandiran Kutub, bu iki sistemin karsisina Islam’1 bagimsiz bir baska
sistem olarak ¢ikarmaya calismistir. Daha sonra Nasirct Arap milliyetciliginin
diisiisii ve Orta Dogu’nun doniisiimii siirecinde, Kutubcu militan cihatcilik ile Suudi
Arabistan’dan yayilan piiriten Vahhabiligin fiizyonu, uluslararasi cihat¢iliga ¢ok
onemli bir ideolojik yakit saglamistir. Nasirct Arap milliyetgiliginin  devletei
ekonomik politikalar1 yerini Enver Sadat’in “acilim” adi altindaki liberal
politikalarina birakirken, daha onceleri devletin istlendigi toplumsal ve ekonomik
islevleri Islamci STK’lar doldurmaya baslamistir. “Inang Temelli Orgiitler” hayir
islert adi1 altinda devlet hizmetlerini iistlenmis, Korfez sermayesinin akisiyla birlikte

bu STK’lar neoliberal trendle uyum igerisinde gelismistir. Afganistan’daki Sovyetler
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Birligi karsiti cihat pratigi, bu militan Selefi-cihatg1 diisiincenin yayilmasina neden
olmus, daha sonra El Kaide de bu Afgan cihadinin icinden ¢ikmistir. Afganistan
orneginde, diinya capindaki STK’lar Korfez’deki zengin ve Vahhabi isadamlari
tarafindan fonlanmis, Islamci STK’lari igin de diinya capinda biiyiikk bagis
organizasyonlar1 diizenlenmistir. El Kaide ile birlikte cihat diisiincesi 1990’11 yillarla
birlikte “uzak diisman” a yonelmis ve 11 Eyliil 2001°deki ABD’ye yonelik saldirilar
ve ardindan Afganistan ile Irak’in isgal edilmesi, kiiresel cihat fikrine yeni bir ¢ehre
kazandirmistir. Irak’ta Saddam Hiiseyin yOnetiminin devrilmesinin ardindan
dénemin Bush yonetimi Iran’in bolgedeki etkinliginin arttigini tespit etmis, Suudi
Arabistan ile birlikte Orta Dogu’daki “Sii ekseni’ne karsi bir “Siinni ekseni”
siyasetine baslamigstir. 2006’da Hizbullah’in Israil’i yenmesi, Irak’in isgalden sonra
olusturulan Liibnan benzeri dini-mezhepgi politik sisteminde Siilerin artan etkinligi,
Irak El Kaidesi lideri Ebu Musab el-Zerkavi’nin tekfirci anlayis1 yayginlagtirmasiyla
birlesince, uluslararasi cihat fikri “Yahudi ve Haglilardan daha tehlikeli” olarak
gordiigii Siilere —ve kismen de Alevilere- yonelik topyek(in bir imha cagrisina
donlismiistiir. Bugiin Suriye’de devam eden “cihatin” tarihsel arka plani1 ozetle
boyledir: Bat1 somiirgeciliginin Orta Dogu’ya girisi; Orta Dogu’nun boéliinmesi,
hilafetin kaldirilmas: ve milliyetgiligin yiikselisi; Israil’in kurulusu ve Arap-Israil
catigmalari, Arap milliyet¢iliginin distisli; kapitalizmin kiiresel krizi ve yeniden
yapilandirma, neoliberalizm temelinde Orta Dogu’nun kapitalizme entegrasyonu ve
Suudi Arabistan’n yiikselisi; Soguk Savag anti-komiinizmi ve Afganistan’da Sovyet
karsiti, ABD’nin de dahil oldugu “birlesik cephe.” Biitiin bunlarla birlikte, militan
cihatciigmm ve Selefiligin Islam icerisinde en biiyilk ©begi olusturduklar:
diisiiniilmemelidir. Cihat¢1 hareketin kendi igerisinde de gerilimler siirmekte, Suriye
Savasi’nin ortaya cikardigr lizere, El Kaide ve tiirevi oOrgiitlerin zaman zaman
birbirleriyle catistiklar1 goriilmektedir. Suriye Savasi, uluslararasi cihat sebekesi
icerisinde ISID-El Kaide béliinmesine neden olmus, El Kaide’nin Suriye’deki kolu
El Nusra Cephesi de, 6zellikle bolgesel ve uluslararast destegin kesilmemesi i¢in El
Kaide merkeziyle arasinda mesafe koyarak isim degistirmistir. Bunun yani sira,

merkezi El Kaide liderligi de Suriye’deki ve Levant bolgesindeki “cihat”in

148



gerektirdiklerine dair kendi kadrolariyla zaman zaman ters diigmiis, saha kontrolii ile

gerilla miicadelesi arasinda gidip gelen taktikler savunmustur.

Ugiincii boliimde, Suriye’nin 20. yiizyildaki ekonomik ve politik tarihine kisa bir
bakis atilmaktadir. Bagimsizligin ardindan politik calkantilar yasayan {ilke, ardi
ardina gelen Baas hiikiimetleri ile birlikte radikal bir toplumsal ve politik doniisiim
siireci yasamis, Baas iktidarinda ayricaliklarini kaybeden toplumsal siniflarla yeni
iktidarda yiikselise gecen toplumsal smiflar arasindaki ¢atismalar yer yer i¢ savas
goriinimiinii almig ve mezhepgi bir karaktere biirlinmiistiir. Bugilinkii Suriye
Savasi’nda gayet belirgin olan mezhep¢i ton, Suriye’nin 20. ylizyilinda tabloya
eklenmistir. Ozellikle Baas iktidarinin millilestirme ve toprak reformu politikalartyla
giliciinii kaybetmeye baslayan kentli Siinni tiiccar sinifi, Baas’in kirsal niifusu
Suriye’nin toplumsal hayatin1 soktugu politikalarina muhalefetin temel adresi
olmustur. Bu simif politil temsiliyetini Miisliman Kardesler orgiitiinde bulmus,
Kardeslik’in politikalari, Baas iktidarlarinda devlet ve toplum katinda yiikselmeye
baglayan Alevi ve Diirzi azinliklara kars1 mezhep farkliliklarina da oynayan bir
karaktere biirlinmiistiir. Bu gerilim, 1970’li yillarin sonunda silahli ¢atigsmalara
dontismiis ve 1982°de Hama ile sonuglanan bir i¢ savas hiiviyetine kavusmustur.
Bununla birlikte, Hafiz Esad’in Baas Partisi i¢indeki ekonomik ve politik olarak daha
“lliml” pozisyonu giiclenmis, baba Esad partinin toplumsal tabanini eski rejimin
kalintilarina dogru uzatarak Sam ve Halep’teki “Siinni” tiiccar sinifin1 yeni rejime
belli 6l¢iilerde baglamay1 basarmistir. 1980’11 yillarin borg krizi Esad’t ekonomide
liberalizasyona itmis, 1990’11 yillarda Sovyetler Birligi’nin de ¢oziiliisti ile birlikte
dis yatirrm ¢gekmek ve Israil’e kars1 bir cephe olusturmak amaciyla liberal politikalar
Islamciliga en azindan bolgesel diizeyde alan agmakla sonuglanmistir. FKO’niin
Israil’le Oslo’da anlasmasi ve Islamc1 hareketlerin FKO’ye olan itirazlari, Hafiz Esad
yonetimini bolgesel diizeydeki Islamci hareketlerle ittifak kurmaya ydneltmistir.
Suriye, SSCB’nin yoklugunda isgal altindaki Golan Tepeleri’ni konvansiyonel askeri
metotlarla geri alamayacagim diisinmiis ve Hizbullah-Iran ekseninde Israil’e kars1
miicadeleye dahil olmustur. Liibnan’da, Suriye ordusunun Refik Hariri suikastinden

sonra geri ¢ekilmesine ragmen, Suriye belirleyiciliginde bir politik atmosfer
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yaratarak etkinligini devam ettirmis ve Israil’e kars1 bir agirlik olusturmustur. Hafiz
Esad doneminde baglayan ve Besar Esad doneminde hizlanarak devam eden disa
acilma ve ekonomik reform siireci de savasin nedenleri arasinda sayilmaktadir.
Devletin  neoliberal  doniisiimii, ekonomik  siibvansiyonlarin  kesilmesi,
ozellestirmeler, para politikasinin gevsetilmesi, tarimda savas Oncesi ¢okiisii
hizlandiran biiyiik kuraklik Suriye Savasi’nin ekonomik arka planini olusturmaktadir.
Ikinci béliimde, bu reform siirecine de deginilmektedir. Reformu, Besar Esad’in
“sosyal piyasa ekonomisi” anlayis1 ozetlerken, baba Esad déoneminde baslayip ogul
Esad doneminde hizlanan yeni siifsal konfigiirasyonlar 6nem kazanmistir. “Yeni
burjuva sinifi” denen bu sinif, 6zellestirmeler ve ekonominin disa agilimi/dis kaynak
bulma siirecinde devlet eliyle zenginlesen bir toplumsal kesim olarak One
cikmaktadir. Suriye devletinin icerisindeki yolsuzluk ve nepotizm gibi uygulamalarin
bliylik oranda bu yeni smif ile devlet arasindaki isbirligine dayandigi
distiniilmektedir. Bunun yani sira, Suriye Savasi’na ilisgkin medya anlatilar1 da
degerlendirilmekte ve anaakim medyanin savasa dair tutumunun bir elestirisi
sunulmaktadir. Suriye Savasi, sahada silahlarin patlamasinin yani sira uluslararasi bir
enformasyonun savasima da sahne olmustur, olmaya devam etmektedir. Bu savasin
icerisinde protestolarin baslangici ve niteligi; Esad karsiti muhalefetin ideolojik
pozisyonu; dis gii¢lerin, 6zellikle de ABD ve bolgedeki miittefikleri Katar, Suudi
Arabistan ve Tiirkiye’nin miidahaleleri; Suriye hiikiimetinin protestolara tepkileri;
silahl1 gruplarin lojistik kaynaklari; savas siirecindeki biiylik capli katliamlar yer
almaktadir. Bu boliimde incelenen Savag’a verilen tepkiler de yukaridaki konuyla
baglantilidir. Bolgesel ve uluslararasi giiclerin 2011°in Mart ayinda baslayan
eylemlere verdigi tepkiler c¢esitlilik arz etmis, aym iilke savas boyunca farkl farkl
pozisyonlar almistir. ABD, Obama yonetiminin Orta Dogu’dan Asya-Pasifik’e
stratejik olarak agirlik kaydirmak istedigi bir zaman diliminde Suriye Savasi’na dahil
olarak Besar Esad’in devrilmesine destek olmus, ancak dogrudan bir askeri
miidahaleden imtina etmistir. Rusya 2015°te direkt olarak sahaya inmis ve sahneyi
bastan basa degistirmistir. Iran, kendi ulusal giivenligini Suriye’de ¢izmisken,
Amerikan miittefikleri Katar, Tirkiye ve Suudi Arabistan Suriye iizerinde

birbirlerinin ayagina basan pozisyonlar almislardir. ABD ve Tiirkiye’nin Suriye’deki

150



askeri varliklart Sam yonetimi tarafindan yasadis1 goriiliirken, iki iilke de giiglerini
“rejim degisikligi” i¢in kullanmiyor goziikmelerine ragmen “siyasi gegis” adi altinda
Suriye’nin yonetimini belirlemek istemekten geri durmamaktadir. Tiirkiye, bu
pozisyonunu Suriye’nin miittefikleri Rusya ve Iran’la baslattig1 “Astana mutabakat:”
ile garanti altina almak istemektedir. Ancak bu f{i¢liiniin Suriye’nin gelecegi ve
Tirkiye’nin askeri varligi konusunda mutabik olmadiklar1 da goriilmektedir.
Ezciimle, Suriye Savasi’nin siddeti azalsa da, “siyasi ¢6ziim” konusunda ufukta bir
151k goriilmemektedir. Ulkelerin Suriye politikalari ve ittifaklar siirekli degismekte,
en tepede ise uluslararasi rekabet durmaktadir. ABD Baskani Donald Trump’in
Suriye’den asker ¢ekme agiklamasi bu devletin i¢indeki baska kanatlar tarafindan

farkli yorumlanirken, Iran’a yonelik saldirgan politika Suriye’yi de etkilemektedir.

Calismanin  dordiincii  boliimiinde Filistin  ve miilteciler sorunun dogusuna
deginilmektedir. Filistin sorunun gecirdigi evreler (Ingiliz manda y®netiminde
Araplar ile Yahudiler arasindaki ulusal gerilim; Israil’in kurulusuyla birlikte
Filistin’in bir Arap-Israil sorununa déniismesi; 1967 Savasi’ndan sonra “Once
Filistin” yaklasimmin yiikselise gegmesi ve FKO egemenligi; FKO niin Liibnan’dan
¢ikarilmas1 ve Birinci Intifada ile birlikte Islamci hareketlerin yiikselisi) arka plani
olustururken, Liibnan’daki miilteci kamplarimin Filistin davasi i¢in tasidigi onem
incelenmektedir. Filistin sorununu diinyanin giindemine tasiyan ve Arap ordularinin
Israil karsisindaki zayi1fligin1 gerilla tipinde bir halk savasiyla gidermek isteyen FKO,
kendi ideolojik ve toplumsal tabanini esas olarak miilteci kamplarinda tesis etmistir.
Filistin sorunu, Filistinlilerin yurtlarindan edilmesi nedeniyle uzunca bir siire esas
olarak bir miilteci sorunu olarak giindeme gelmistir. Urdiin’den ¢ikarildiktan sonra
Liibnan’a yerlesen ve buradaki kamplarda “devlet i¢inde devlet” kuran FKO,
Filistinlilerin egitim, saglik, barinma gibi ihtiyaclarin1 karsilarken, onemli bir
istihdam kapis1 da olmustur. Giiney Liibnan’dan Israil’e saldirilar diizenleyen FKO
milisleri, uzun bir siire Liibnan halki i¢inde Hiristiyanlar hari¢ 6nemli bir mevzi
kazanmig, Filistinlilerin yani sira Liibnanlilara da sosyal hizmetler gotiirmeye
baglamistir. Filistinlilerin Liibnan’daki kirilgan politik sistem {izerinde bir yiik

olusturdugunu diisiinen kesimler, 6zellikle de Maruniler, I¢ Savas’a giden yolun
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taglarin1 ddserken, 1982°deki Israil isgali FKO icin Liibnan’da sonun baslangici
olmustur. Israil, yalnizca FKO’yii Liibnan’dan ¢ikarmak yoniinde hareket etmemis,
iilkedeki Filistin niifusuna kars1 da bir imha kampanyasina girismis, FKO’niin
kamplarda olusturdugu altyapilar1 yok etmek suretiyle Filistin milliyetgiligin
toplumsal tabanini da yok etmek istemistir. I¢ Savas siirerken Israil isgali sonucunda
Liibnan’dan ayrilmak zorunda birakilan FKO’niin kamplardaki egemenliginin
¢Oziilmesi, Orta Dogu’nun ekonomik ve politik doniisiimiiyle iliskilendirilmis, Suudi
Kralligi’'nin  yiikselisi ve uluslararas1 cihat¢i hareketlerin  gelisimi  Filistin
sorunundaki doniisiime baglanmistir. Filistin  sorununun merkezinin miilteci
kamplarindan isgal altindaki Filistin topraklarma kaymasi, Birinci Intifada ve Oslu
Anlasmas1 sonrasinda Filistin Yonetimi’nin isgal topraklarina tasinmasiyla birlikte
ilerlemis, FKO’niin Israil ile uzlasmas: sekiiler Filistin milliyetciligine kars1 Islamci
hareketlerin yiikselisine neden olmustur. 1990’11 yillarin sonuna kadar Liibnan’daki
kamplara kesin bir geri doniis yapamayan FKO’niin biraktign bosluk, Birlesmis
Milletler’in de etkisiz kalmasiyla birlikte Korfez’den akan fonlar ve cihatci
hareketler tarafindan doldurulmaya baslanmistir. Liibnan’daki Filistin miilteci
kamplari, Liibnan devletinin de miidahale etmekten kac¢inmasi sebebiyle, her
milletten cihat¢ciya ev sahipligi yapmaya baslamistir. Suriye Savasi’nin
baslangicinda, Liibnan’dan savasmaya giden militanlar, Suriye’deki cihat¢1 gruplarin
giliclenmesinde kritik bir tol oynamislardir. Kimi Selefi figiirler, Liibnan’in karisik
dini ve mezhepsel yapis1 nedeniyle yalnizca Liibnan’1 6l¢ek olarak kabul eden bir
cihat¢1 hareketin diisiiniilemeyecegini, Liibnan’in ancak genis Bilad’iis Sam
topraklarinin igerisinde deger kazanacagini ve Suriye’deki cihat i¢in bir “destek
cephesi” olabilecegini sOyleyerek, Liibnan’in genisletilmis Suriye cografyasi igin
tasidigr oneme dikkat ¢ekmistir. 2017 ve 2018 yillarinda Suriye ordusu, Liibnan
ordusu ve Hizbullah tarafindan yapilan ortak operasyonlarla sinir hatti kapatilinca
Liibnan’dan Suriye’ye militan akis1 biiylik oranda durmus, miilteci kamplarinin
icerisinde zaman zaman catigmalar yasansa da cihat¢1 sebeke “uyku moduna”
gecmistir. Bu yillar, ISID’in “devlet” olma halinin bitisine ve El Kaide’nin Suriye-
Liibnan smirinin iki yakasindaki etkinliginin son bulmasina tekabiil etmektedir. Son

olarak, kamplardan Suriye’ye savasmaya giden cihatcilarin bagli bulundugu gruplar,
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gruplarin etkinligi, cihatgilarin profilleri ve savas motifleri incelenmistir. Bu
baglamda, Urdiin ve Suriye’deki Filistin miilteci kamplarmnin toplumsal ve mekansal
ozellikleri ile Liibnan’daki kamplarin toplumsal ve mekansal 6zellikleri mukayese
edilmis, Liibnan’daki Filistinlilerin diger iki lilkeye nazaran entegrasyon ve hukuki
statii gibi noktalarda daha kotii kosullarda yasadigi tespit edilmistir. Liibnan’daki
Filistinli miiltecilerin yasam kosullari, yeni bir yasa ile birlikte daha da kirilgan hale
gelmis, ¢ok sayida Filistinlinin c¢alisma izni iptal edilirken, Filistinliler c¢esitli
eylemlerle Liibnan devletinin ilgili yasay1 geri ¢ekmesini talep etmistir. Suriye-
Liibnan smirinin biiyiikk oranda kontrol alinmasiyla birlikte militan akiginin
seyrelmesine ragmen, kamplardaki devlet egemenliginin eksikligi, ekonomik
sorunlar, bolgesel ve uluslararast sartlar cihatg1 sebekelerin orgiitliiliigiiniin
siirmesine neden olacak gibi goriinmektedir. Kamp yetkilileri, ISID’e katilan
genclerin yas ortalamasmin 17 ila 20 arasinda degistigini, bu genglerin Suriye’de
savasmaya gitmelerinin temel nedeninin issizlik oldugunu ileri stirmektedirler. Ayn
el-Hilve miilteci kampinda issizlik zaman zaman ylizde 80’¢ kadar c¢ikarken,
“cthat”in kamptaki Filistinli genclere bir yasam motivasyonu sagladigi da iddialar
arasinda. Filistinlilerin, Liibnanli militan cihat¢1 orgiitlerle Suriyeli militan cihatci
orgilitler arasinda bir koprii vazifesi gordiigii de yine kamp sakinleri tarafindan ortaya
atilan goriislerden. Baz1 iddialara gore, El Nusra Cephesi’nin lideri Ebu Muhammed
el-Culani de 2006 yilinda kamplardaki bir cihatc1 gruba destek vermek icin Liibnan’a
gelmisti. Nusra’nin Suriye Savasi’ndaki roliinlin biiylimesinin Liibnan’dan gelen
militanlarla birlikte ortaya ¢iktigi kuvvetli bir sekilde dillendiliriliyor. Ote yandan,
kamplardaki kontroliin zayifligi ve uluslararasi Olgekte faaliyet yliriiten cihatci
gruplara mensup kisilerin gérece rahat bicimde kamp i¢inde faaliyet ytiriitebilmeleri
ya da sigmabilmeleri, Suriye’deki Filistinli kamplardan gelme cihatgilarin profillerini
cikartmada zorluk yaratmaktadir. Bundan dolayi, Liibnan’daki Filistin miilteci
kamplar1 ve buradaki cihat¢1 Orgiitler hakkinda giincel arastirmalara ihtiyag

duyulmaktadir.
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