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ABSTRACT

THE PERCEPTIONS OF PRE-SERVICE ELT TEACHERSON DIFFERENT
MODES OF PEER FEEDBACK ANDITS RELATION TO TEACHER EFFICACY

Ince, Burtay Hatice
PhD. Department of Educational Sciences
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Meral AKSU

March 2016, 274 pages

The purpose of this study was to find out the perceptions of pre-service ELT teachers
on different modes of feedback (i.e. written and oral peer feedback) and its relation
to teacher efficacy. For this reason, a mixed-method design was used in order to
answer different research questions. EFL Teacher Efficacy Scale (ETES) was used in
order to find out efficacy levels of pre-service teachers before and after they were
given different modes of peer feedback. E-journals and semi-structure group
interviews were also used to identify the perceptions of pre-service teachers on peer
feedback. Quantitative data obtained from ETES scale were analyzed through using
inferential statistics regarding the research questions. Qualitative data were analyzed

through content analysis.

The findings of the study suggested that peer feedback has a powerful impact on

teacher efficacy of pre-service teachers, regardless of the mode it was given.
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However, it was reported that oral peer feedback provided a more effective impact
on their teacher efficacy when compared to written peer feedback. No significant
difference was found between two groups before and after being subjected to peer
feedback in terms of their teacher efficacy. Both groups had higher levels of positive
attitudes towards peer feedback and regarded peer feedback as objective and reliable,
yet they both had concerns about negative feedback delivery. They experienced
similar challenges throughout the process, expressed similar benefits of peer

feedback and similar attitudes about employing feedback in their future career.

Keywords: Pre-Service Teacher Education, Teacher Efficacy, Peer Feedback, Mixed
Method Design
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INGIiLiz DILi EGITiMi OGRETMEN ADAYLARININ FARKLI
BICIMLERDEKI AKRAN DONUTLERINE YONELIK ALGILARI VE
OGRETMEN YETERLIKLERI ILE ILISKIiSi

Ince, Burtay Hatice
Doktora, Egitim Bilimleri Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Meral AKSU

Mart 2016, 274 sayfa

Bu calismanm amaci, ingiliz Dili Egitimi boliimii 6gretmen adaylarmin farkl
bicimlerdeki (yazili ve sozel akran doniitii) akran doniitlerine yonelik algilarimi ve
bunun o6gretmen yeterlikleri ile iligkisini ortaya g¢ikarmaktir. Bu sebeple karma
arastirma deseni kullanmilmistir. Caligmada Ogretmen adaylarimin farkli akran
doniitlerine maruz kalmadan O©nceki ve kaldiktan sonraki Ogretmen yeterlik
seviyelerini bulmak i¢in Ingilizcenin Yabanci Dil Olarak Ogretiminde Ogretmen
Yeterlilik Olgegi (ETES) kullanilmistir. Calismada ayrica dgretmen adaylarinin
akran doniitii hakkindaki algilarimi ortaya ¢ikarabilmek i¢in e-gilinlilk ve yari-
yapilandirilmis grup goriismelerinden yararlanilmistir. ETES 6l¢eginden elde edilen
nicel veriler arastirma sorulari ile baglantili olarak c¢ikarsamali istatistik analizi
kullanilarak analiz edilmistir. Elde edilen nitel veriler ise igerik analizi yapilarak

degerlendirilmistir.
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Bu c¢alismanin sonucunda akran doniitiiniin 6gretmen adaylarinin  dgretmen
yeterlikleri iizerinde hangi bigimde verildigine bakilmaksizin giiglii bir etkisi oldugu
tespit edilmistir. Ancak sézel akran doniitiiniin yazili akran doniitiine gore 6gretmen
adaylarinin 6gretmen yeterlikleri {izerinde daha fazla etkisi oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir.
Sozel ve yazili akran doniitleri arasinda akran doniitiine maruz kalmadan once ve
kaldiktan sonra oOgretmen yeterlikleri agisindan anlamli bir fark olmadigi
gbzlemlenmistir. Her iki grubun da akran doniitiine karsi yiiksek diizeyde olumlu
tutumlar1 olduklari, her iki grubunda akran doniitiinii objektif ve giivenilir bulduklar1
ama her iki grubun da olumsuz doniit verme konusunda endiseleri oldugu ortaya
c¢ikmistir. Her iki grubun da bu siiregte benzer zorluklar yasadiklar1 gézlemlenmis,
her iki grup da akran doniitiiniin faydalarini benzer sekilde dile getirmis ve ilerideki

meslek hayatlarinda akran doniitli kullaniminda benzer tutumlar sergilemislerdir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hizmet Oncesi Ogretmen Egitimi, Ogretmen Yeterligi, Akran

Doniitii, Karma Desen Calismasi
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background of the study in order to provide a better
understanding of the research. It also includes the purpose of the study together with

research questions, explains the significance of the study and the definition of terms.

1.1. Background to the Study

The ever changing and challenging conditions of education require a heavier burden
on teachers. As Gemmel (2003) asserted the changing demographic structure,
increasing social, physical, and educational difficulties that students face, require the
development of teachers who can address their students’ needs and differences so
that students can succeed in learning. The changing context of education enforced a
change upon the definition and role of teachers. The role of teachers has been
redefined and expanded assuming a more active role in the development and
implementation of new educational policies (Holmes Group, 1986). Teachers are
considered as key stakeholders of development and implementation of educational

policies.

Teachers’ key role in the success or failure of an education system is a widely
accepted fact (Erawan, 2011). Teacher quality has become an important issue not
only in Turkey but also around the world. Quality of teacher education is deemed as

a means of improving students’ success. It is claimed that “teacher quality and
1



teacher education were the most significant factors in improving student achievement
in U.S. schools” (Mason, 2009, p.2). Hence, it can be surmised that teachers make
the greatest difference to student achievement (Berry, Daughtery & Wieder, 2010;
Pajares, 1995; Reddy, 2012). Therefore, even the smallest investment made in
teacher education will affect the lives of many students positively. How well a
curriculum is implemented depends on how well the teachers in that program are
educated. Thus, the education and training of in-service and pre-service teachers
necessitate a much better focus and attention for the success of a program. There has
to be a constant effort to improve the professional development of teachers and
teacher trainees (Chiang, 2008; James, 2013; Zhan, 2008).

Some people claim that effective teachers are born; they are not made, so the
problem is to attract these people into teaching. However, what matters for
effectiveness of teaching is the right kind of teacher education. Berry (2010) asserted
that it is not only the talent or the enthusiasm of the novice teacher, but the serious
preparation of that teacher to be effective in teaching. The research indicates that the
right kind of teacher education, especially in pre-service education points to a strong
relation between teacher education and student achievement (Berry, 2010; Pajares,
1995).

Reddy (2012) stated that new teachers must be ready to deal with the difficulties in
teaching as a profession. They have to take various complex and context-specific
decisions while dealing with students and their ever-changing needs. They must keep
on motivating their students, keep up with the national curricula, while preparing
students for the high stakes nation-wide exams.

Chiang (2008) claimed that new teachers’ education is much more beyond learning
the skills of managing a class or planning lessons, nor is it enough to embellish them
with pre-packaged professional knowledge or teaching tactics. Pre-service teacher
education should also focus on developing trainees’ retrospective thinking and
reflective thinking. Foreign Language Teacher Education (FLTE) experiences a
change in approach in the last two decades from a transmission of knowledge and

skills approach to prospective language teachers developing their own philosophy of
2



teaching while becoming more reflective on their learning-to-teach processes.
Richards (1998) viewed prospective teachers as “active agents of their learning-to-

teach processes” (p.65).

According to a study carried out by Erawan (2011), attitudes towards teaching
profession, preparation program effectiveness and practicum experience were three
significant predictors of teacher efficacy in pre-service teachers, preparation program
effectiveness being the strongest. Improving the quality of pre-service teacher
education has been the aim of various studies since this period is the most crucial
time to help pre-service teachers gain their perspective of teaching, be equipped with
the necessary qualifications to become teachers. How they are shaped during this
period remains mostly unchanged for the rest of their lives unless they are seriously
challenged to think over their perceptions (Hoy & Spero, 2005; Tschannen-Moran &
Woolfok Hoy, 2007). Therefore, what they have picked up during this period and
what has become a habit will follow them throughout their profession.

1.1.1. Teacher Efficacy

The changing needs of the society require teachers to follow these changes and
become active as lifelong learners. But having the ability and motivation to change
continuously necessitates an internal sense of belief in order to motivate our beliefs
and accountability (Wood, 2011). Having extensive impacts on education, teacher
efficacy requires a much better focus. Protheroe (2008) postulated that there has been
a proliferated stress on accountability; therefore, there should be a deliberate focus
on teacher efficacy because it is necessary for teachers to believe in their own
strengths to deal with the demands of the profession. Teaching should not be

considered only as an innate ability.

Considered as a motivational construct, teacher efficacy has been one of the highly
researched areas in the field of teacher education. However, it is a very complex and
still not fully covered yet construct and there has been no consensus over its

definition and underlying constructs (Henson, 2002; Wyatt, 2014). It is one of the
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crucial key elements for the success or failure of students’ learning which is
described as the “judgment of his or her capabilities to bring about desired outcomes
of student engagement and learning, even among those students who may be difficult
or unmotivated” (Tschannen-Moran & Woolfolk Hoy, 2001, p.783).

Teacher efficacy is perhaps simple but the most effective tool that the teacher has
about his or her teaching (Akbari & Tavassoli, 2014; Chiang, 2008; Henson, 2002).
Tschannen-Moran, Woolfok Hoy and Hoy (1998) claimed that teacher efficacy has a
great impact on student achievement and motivation. Bandura stated that efficacy
“... influences how much effort people put forth, how long they will persist in the
face of obstacles, how resilient they are dealing with failures and how much stress or
depression they experience in coping with demanding situations” (as cited in
Tschannen-Moran, Woolfok Hoy & Hoy, 1998, p.203). Oh (2011) claimed teacher
efficacy as having a substantial importance for improving teacher education and
improving educational reforms as there is a strong relationship between high teacher

self-efficacy and positive student and teacher behaviors.

Erawan (2011) claimed that a teacher’s strong sense of efficacy is essential in
integrating skills, knowledge and preparation for effective teaching and learning.
Raising good quality teachers should start as soon as they embark on their
undergraduate program. In her interview with Shaughnessy (2004), Anita Woolfok
Hoy focuses on the importance of the education of prospective teachers. She says
that:

Becoming a teacher should be seen as a continuing process, not something
that magically occurs after all courses are completed. This means prospective
teachers need to assume more and more responsibility for real teaching over
the course of their preparation as they gain knowledge and skill. (p.162)

Hence, it is necessary to have a deeper look into how teacher efficacy is formed from
the very beginning: pre-service teacher education. The quality of pre-service
education provided to the prospective teachers will have an impact on their teaching
effectiveness to a great extent. It should support them even after they finish their

education by helping them acquire their autonomy, their belief in themselves that
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they can achieve no matter what. Teachers have to develop their own professional
learning community once they start their profession. They should work and learn
together to meet the demands of various individual needs of their students. They can
get support from each other. Especially novice teachers could benefit from teacher
support in their struggle to survive the daily classroom challenges which would also
enhance their efficacy beliefs. Since teaching is considered as a lonely business, this
belief should be put aside and opportunities should be provided for teachers to focus
on collegiality so as to analyze and think about their teaching which in turn will
result in improved instructional practice (Gemmel, 2003). As it is already
aforementioned, once efficacy beliefs are set, then they are resistant to change and
teacher efficacy beliefs are most malleable while prospective teachers are still trained
to become teachers (Hoy & Spero, 2005; Poulou, 2007; Tschannen-Moran &
Woolfok Hoy, 2007). Since their schemata about teaching have not been formed
fully and they lack enactive mastery experiences, they need further assistance,
motivation and direction with the help of enlightening feedback from their peers to

develop their self-efficacy beliefs.

1.1.2. Feedback in Pre-Service Teacher Education

Teaching is considered as a lonely business (Bowman, 1995; Friedman, 2000;
Gemmel, 2003; Robbins, 1991). Teachers rarely come out of their shells i.e. their
classrooms to see what is happening in other classes, because this is not what they
are used to in their education as they also usually work individually, cooperating
only with their supervisor or cooperating teacher to guide him or her in his or her
experience. James (2013) claimed that teachers have certain perceptions of what is
happening in other classes, but when they are given a chance to observe other
classes, they realize that their perceptions are false and they can learn new strategies
or techniques to be used in their own classes. As Robbins (1991) put forward there
are unwritten laws that requires teaching to be carried out in isolation. It is not the
norm for teachers to observe each other. Giving advice is considered as bragging or

not welcomed by the receiver. Hence, asking for advice is considered as a sign of
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weakness not as a chance for development and one rarely sees teachers visiting and
observing each other’s classes or working collaboratively to improve themselves as it
is not the norm. Teachers are not used to planning, implementing and reflecting on
instruction with their colleagues. They get very limited or no professional review of
other teachers. For teachers who work in isolation, they have a tendency to employ
methods that they are familiar rather than using problem-solving strategies when they
face problems while trying to address different needs of the students. They do not
seek for solutions that provide pedagogical alternatives; instead, they make use of
what is familiar and comfortable and avoid looking for help from other colleagues
(Gemmel, 2003).

As Holland, Clift, Veal, Johnson, McCarthney (1992) stated, new teachers are often
left to figure out how to bridge the gap between theory and practice. Observation or
supervision is associated with trouble; therefore, they are not willing to reveal their
needs as it is deemed as a sign of weakness. Pre-service teacher education is no
different from in-service teaching. In fact, the first steps to work in isolation are
taken during this period and attitudes towards collegiality are first formed here. The
pre-service teacher education requires them to be autonomous, yet work in isolation
rather than collaboration. Hence, the end result is newly graduate teachers who lack
and ignore the benefits of collaborative work to improve their teaching.

Holland et al. (1992) claimed that pre-service teacher education is devoid of
encouragement for prospective teachers to develop or practice skills and attitudes
that are necessary for adults working with other adults as colleagues. On the
contrary, it focuses on traditional, hierarchical roles and relationships. Present
teacher education curricula lack to promote awareness and a chance on how to work
collaboratively on instruction and learning (Bowman, 1995). Given today’s
challenges that novice teacher’s face once they start profession such as problems
with classroom management, instructional planning or communication with parents,
the focus of pre-service teacher education should be on collaborative professional

practices. Holland et al. (1992) surmised that:



Professional inquiry suggests .... a continuum of skills and habits of mind
that link pre-service and in-service programs. Pre-service educators would
not only help prospective teachers acquire content knowledge and
pedagogical techniques, but would provide them with opportunities for
learning to work collaboratively-analyzing contexts of teaching and
describing, interpreting and critiquing events of teaching and learning.
(p.172)

Therefore, we need to dwell on cooperation through the help of peer feedback

training in pre-service teacher education.

As Gemmel (2003) put forward, if novice teachers start profession possessing these
collaboration skills, knowledge and experience, then schools may be more open to
providing them the implementation of these practices. Gemmel (2003) claimed that
“Until greater number of teachers are sent to schools equipped with better disposition
toward critical examination of their practice, the culture of teaching and learning is
unlikely to change” (p.15). Robbins (1991) claimed that if peer coaching can be well
implemented in the work place than the norms of isolation can be changed into

norms of collaboration.

Typically in pre-service teacher education, the major source of feedback is university
supervisor or cooperating teacher’s feedback during practicum and it is considered
usually as one-way, where the teacher trainees are the passive recipients of the given
feedback (Tavil, 2014). Unfortunately, supervisors are usually overburdened with
loads of school and paperwork, hence sparing limited time to pre-service teachers
and unable to provide sufficient feedback for every lesson pre-service teachers teach
(Wynn & Kromrey, 1999). The traditional teacher education might result in
encouraging the status quo of the individual, believing that what he or she is doing is
right and doesn’t need any further change or improvement in different future

contexts.

Feedback that is provided to pre-service teachers during their pre-service education
has an utmost value to help them gain insight into teaching. In fact, Hattie (as cited in
Neighbor, 2012, p.18) stated that “the most powerful single modification that
enhances achievement is feedback”. Feedback can make learning visible for the

prospective teachers by providing a clear understanding of the expected goals or
7



desired level to reach, by leading the way to them, showing where they are and what
they need to do to reach to their destination, by ensuring self-assessment and reflect

critically on their own or their peers’ work (Hattie & Gan, 2011).

The studies indicate that, most of the feedback provided abundantly in the classroom
is poorly received and rarely used for remedial work (Hattie & Gan, 2011). What
trainer presents to the trainee does not necessarily mean what the trainee gets. They
might have misunderstood their trainers and assume that they understand it right but,
in fact, it is vice versa, and have difficulties in applying what their trainer provides
into their learning. Sometimes as a result of unclear goals, and ambiguous
expectations, the trainee gets confused. Most of the feedback provided in the
classroom context remains untouched by the learners’ understanding, because
teacher tends to give feedback to the group as a whole, and learners do not take it
personally or blame others in the group to take responsibility. Hence, limited
rethinking is done over the provided feedback without reflection or thinking critically
over their performance about what went well or wrong and why it is so. They find
teacher’s feedback unclear, devoid of reasons and therefore they are unable to grasp
it (Hattie & Gan, 2011).

1.1.3. Effects of Feedback in the Classroom

In their study of a rich variety of meta-analyses on the effects of feedback, Hattie and
Gan (2011) revealed two major findings: average effect of feedback is found to be
one of the highest in education and the influences of feedback varies most in terms of
its effects which indicates that some feedback types are more powerful than others.
Another major conclusion drawn from their study is giving lots of feedback does not
guarantee that learning will take place. Most of the research on feedback focuses on
how to give feedback. Since giving does not necessarily require taking, the
perceptions of the feedback takers, i.e. how they perceive feedback should be taken

into consideration.



Feedback is an essential element in the education of prospective teachers who lack
necessary classroom experiences i.e. enactive mastery experiences according to
Bandura’s social cognitive theory. Enlightening feedback is of utmost value for them
that will clear out the questions in their minds and provide necessary guidance to
lead the way. Performance feedback will act as a verbal persuasion for the
prospective teachers and assist and encourage them to find their way in the jungle of

real classroom atmosphere.

In Turkish context, ELT pre-service teachers go through an intensive teacher
education throughout their 4 year of undergraduate study. The program consists of
various courses that cover different approaches in language teaching, language
acquisition, language teaching methodology, testing, material adaptation etc. During
their final year of education, all ELT pre-service teachers have to take compulsory
practicum course consisting of two courses: YI405MB School Experience course
given to pre-service teachers in the fall term and the follow up course, Yi404MB
Teaching Practice course is given to pre-service teachers in the spring term.
Yi405MB School Experience course requires pre-service teachers visit a public
school once a week during the whole fall semester and carry out observations on
various topics assigned by their instructors. During spring term, pre-service teachers
have to teach a real class in the school that they made their observations in the fall
term under the supervision of the cooperating teacher and also university supervisor.
During their YI404MB Teaching Practice in spring term, the university supervisor of
pre-service teachers visits the school and observes them once or twice during the
whole term depending on the number of pre-service teachers under his or her
supervision. The supervisor might provide written feedback that consists of the notes
that he or she takes during observation, or oral feedback that includes mini face-to-
face conferences with the pre-service teacher that takes place shortly after
observation. Hence, it could be claimed that the interaction during these two
practicum courses is between the pre-service teacher and their supervisor or

cooperating teacher but not usually with their peers.

Even though feedback is generally thought to happen between the teacher and

learners, the effect of peers should not be despised. Peer feedback, when compared to
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teacher’s feedback, encourages the learner to think about the action, welcome
different points of views and have different perspectives to look at, develop critical
thinking, life-long learning, communication and collaboration among peers (Nilson,
2010). Schunk (1985, 1991) surmised that observing peers and modeling them
implicitly makes the observer feel that they also have the necessary skills and
capacity to succeed and he also asserted that observation of peer models increase
self-efficacy and skills of learners better than observing their teachers as a model.
Learners feel more comfortable and approachable with their peers which also provide
collegiality among peers (Wynn & Kromrey, 1999). Matsuhashi et al. (1989) also
claimed that peer feedback is less intimidating than instructor feedback as the
feedback receiver has better freedom of communication and they also become a
source of feedback as well which opens doors to new possibilities. Gan’s (2014,
p.128) study stressed the positive impact of “significant others” on the pre-service
teachers’ role as a teacher. In order to make peer feedback more meaningful and
effective, the trainer should deliver deliberate peer feedback training about using
appropriate language so that it will provide mutual trust and respect among peers
(Gemmel, 2003). Trainers should ensure trainees that errors are most welcomed as
they are evidences that learning is taking place and that they are the major sources to
show what is right and what is wrong rather than consider it as a negative criticism to

embarrass the feedback receiver.

There has been controversial research on the quality of peer feedback. While the
metaanalysis study carried out by Topping (1998) asserted that peer feedback is
generally reliable and valid, a study by Nuthall (as cited in Hattie & Gan, 2011)
claims that 80% of the feedback provided by the peers in the class is incorrect.
Therefore, there is a critical need for further research on how to train and involve
students in peer feedback so that correct feedback that will help the learner to
overcome the discrepancy between the present status and desired status is ensured
(Nilson, 2010). Hattie and Gan (2011) claimed that:

Teachers who do not acknowledge the importance of peer feedback can be
most handicapped in their effects on students, and interventions that aim at
fostering peer feedback are needed particularly as many teachers seem
reluctant to involve peers as agents of feedback. (p.263)

10



Feedback provided to pre-service teachers during pre-service education will be very
influential in forming their teacher efficacy (Akkuzu, 2014). It is an empowering
process for the pre-service teacher who lacks experience in real life classroom
situations. Tschannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy (2002) claimed that data gathered
about how to improve teacher efficacy will help teacher educators, principals and
pre-service-teachers to have higher teacher efficacy and make use of the benefits of
teacher behavior and student outcomes. While most of the research on feedback
mainly focuses on how to give feedback and examines teacher feedback rather than
peer feedback, the research on teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers and
peer feedback is scarce as well (Akkuzu, 2014). There is also a dearth of research on

perceptions of feedback receivers in literature as well (Poulos & Mahony, 2008).

1.2. Purpose of the Study

Being among the most influential factors in pre-service teacher education, pre-
service teacher efficacy and peer feedback requires a deeper investigation. With this
purpose in mind, this study aimed to identify whether there was a significant
difference in teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers who participated in this
study. It also aimed to find out whether there was a significant difference in written
and oral peer feedback groups in terms of their teacher efficacy. The study also
focused on displaying whether any differences existed or not between these two
groups with regards to their teacher efficacy. This study also aimed to find out how
different modes (written and oral) of peer feedback were perceived by pre-service
teachers. For this reason, a mixed method design study was carried out on senior year
students in English Language Teaching Department of Gazi University during their

practicum.
The study aimed to answer the following research questions:

1. Is there a significant difference between pre and post efficacy levels of pre-

service teachers who were subjected to peer feedback?
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2. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given different modes of peer feedback?
a. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given oral peer feedback?
b. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given written peer feedback?
3. s there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written Peer
Feedback groups in terms of their teacher efficacy levels?
a. Is there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written
Peer Feedback groups in terms of their pre-test teacher efficacy levels?
b. Is there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written
Peer Feedback groups in terms of their post-test teacher efficacy levels?
4. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on different modes of peer
feedback?
a. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on Oral Peer Feedback?
b. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on Written Peer
Feedback?

1.3. Significance of the Study

Teachers are the most basic pillars of an education system whose endeavors
profoundly affect the raising of individual learner. The better qualified teacher has a
positive ripple effect on the whole education system affecting the quality of
education that learner receives against all odds. For this reason, it is believed that
attempts to improve the quality of pre-service teacher education would be significant
and meaningful in accomplishing higher quality of education in MoNE (Ministry of
National Education) and higher education. The major contribution of this study

would be the amelioration of pre-service teacher education.

The ever changing school systems and ever changing needs of the society requires
well-educated teachers with high confidence who believe that they can cope with the

challenges that these changes bring forward, who believe in themselves, and their
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students so that they would never give up and persevere despite the difficulties that
they face. Since the present school system of MoNE goes through frequent reforms,
the need for teachers who can adapt to these reforms as quickly as possible has
become compulsory. It is believed that teachers who believe that they are able and
they have the necessary resources within themselves can deal with difficulties much
more effectively that those who do not. Therefore, it is believed that this study could
serve as a guidance that shows how efficacy beliefs of pre-service teachers could be
improved and prolonged with the assistance of peer feedback. The results of the
study could make a contribution to embellishing the pre-service teachers with higher
efficacy beliefs while they can still be given shape and affected through providing
effective peer feedback. As aforementioned, once the efficacy believes are set, they
are very difficult to change and pre-service teacher education is the most critical
period to shape the efficacy beliefs of these teachers (Hoy & Spero, 2005; Poulou,
2007; Tschannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2007).

Despite its high quality, the frequency of trainer or supervisor feedback is quite
limited due to the high number of trainees in practicum. Therefore, a good quality of
peer feedback that is provided to pre-service teachers would be much more effective
and influential in terms of following their progress in teaching skills through
formative peer feedback. This study could be beneficial for curriculum and program
designers adopting a more student-centered rather than teacher-centered approach

when the benefits of peer feedback are acknowledged.

It is surmised that the ideas of pre-service teachers in this study would shed light on
finding more influential ways of delivering effective peer feedback. It would provide
insight to determine the influence of peer feedback on pre-service teachers’ efficacy
beliefs and enlighten the impacts of different modes (written or oral) peer feedback
on pre-service teacher efficacy. The study might provide valuable insight for the
program developers and trainers to become aware of the strengths and weaknesses of
the peer feedback and its different modes. Hence, it could provide guidance to other

course designers to develop more influential peer feedback training programs.
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It is believed that exploring the views of pre-service teachers who are the main
stakeholders of teacher education has a vital importance in order to develop a more
effective teacher education curriculum. In this way, this study could provide
necessary improvements for designing a more effective language teacher education
program by implementing more peer feedback not only in practicum but also in other
methodology classes as well. In this way, the norms of isolation in teaching as a
profession would turn into norms of collegiality and the quality of pre-service
teacher education would be enhanced, which in return would improve the quality of

prospective teachers.

Similarly, the results of the study could also contribute to the prevalence of
collegiality and prevent isolation within the professional teaching context in in-
service teaching when peer feedback becomes a natural part of teaching community

and welcomed not only by supervisors and principals but also teachers as well.

1.4. Definition of Terms

Feedback: “(s)pecific information about the comparison between a trainee’s
observed performance and a standard, given with intent to improve trainee’s

performance.” (Van de Ridder, Stokking, McGaghi & Cate 2008, p.192).

Formative feedback: Formative feedback is defined as “information communicated
to the learner that is intended to modify his or her thinking or behavior to improve
learning, that is presented to a learner in response to some action on the learner’s part
throughout the course of action, and as not being used for summative and evaluative
purposes.” (Shute, 2008, p.154). Feedback in this study is used as formative

performance feedback.

Peer Feedback: Peer feedback is described as “Arrangement for learners to
consider and specify the level, value or quality of a product or performance of other
equal status learners” (Topping, 2009, p.20). In this study, peer feedback includes the

formative feedback that is given to pre-service teachers by their peers.
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Written feedback: Communicating the feedback message to the receiver in written
format. In this study, the written feedback includes trainees describing their partner’s
performance based on observation of their partner’s classroom teaching experience.
Trainees write their peer feedback through descriptive chronological order of events
while using the format (Praise/Question/Polish) provided to them in their peer
feedback training. Then they send their peer feedback through e-mails or hard copy

form.

Oral feedback: Communicating the feedback message in oral format. In this study,
oral feedback includes face-to-face meetings of partners/buddies after their
classroom teaching experience. Trainees describe their partner’s performance based
on their own observation then give their peer feedback through the descriptive
chronological order of events while using the format (Praise/Question/Polish)

provided to them in their peer feedback training.

Teacher Efficacy: “a teacher’s individual beliefs in their capabilities to perform
specific teaching tasks at a specified level of quality in a specified situation”
(Dellinger, Bobbett, Olivier & Ellett, 2008, p.752).
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CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter provides information on relevant theories and research on teacher
efficacy and feedback. It also includes a summary of national and international

studies on teacher efficacy and peer feedback.

2.1. Self-Efficacy and Teacher Efficacy

Theoretical foundation of self-efficacy is found in social cognitive theory developed
by Albert Bandura. According to Bandura’s (1977) social cognitive theory,
environmental influences or internal dispositions shape and control the behavior. The
dynamic interplay between the external, the internal and people’s present and past
behavior makes people who they are. According to “triadic reciprocal determinism”
environmental factors such as feedback has an impact on personal factors such as
self-efficacy and behaviors such as teaching performance (Bandura, 1983; Bransford,
Brown & Cocking, 2000; Oga-Baldwin, 2010).

Reciprocal causation is a multi-directional model suggesting that our agency
results in future behavior as a function of three interrelated forces;
environment influences, our behavior, and internal personal factor such as
cognitive, affective and biological processes. (Henson, 2002, p.137)

That is to say, while our personal factors and the environment has an impact on our

behaviors, the environment is influenced by our behaviors and personal factors, and
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likewise our personal factors are influenced by our behaviors and the environment
(Dellinger et al., 2008). This relationship has a deep impact on our beliefs that we

hold about ourselves and as well as on our choices and actions.

Locke’s (as cited in Akkuzu, 2014, p.39) Mediation-Linking Model claimed that «...
self-efficacy belief has a direct influence on teaching performance; on the other hand,
motivators of behavior such as feedback affect teaching performance indirectly
through an individual’s self-efficacy and personal goals”. According to this model,
personal goals and self-efficacy beliefs are “...the most immediate, motivational
determinants of teaching performance.... feedback, as a vital part of motivation hub,
has an important influence on self-efficacy and teaching performance” (Akkuzu,
2014, p.39). As a result, feedback takes place at the center of social cognitive theory.

Figure 2.1.displays the modified version of Locke’s mediation-linking model:

Personal Factors
Cognitive, affective and biological I:>

events Interaction
Interaction

@ Environmental Teaching ” Feedback
Factors Performance

‘ Self-efficacy Belief

Figure 2.1. Theoretical Model of Triadic Reciprocal Determinism. From “The Role
of Different Types of Feedback in the Reciprocal Interaction of Teaching
Performance and Self-efficacy Belief,” by N. Akkuzu, 2014, Australian Journal of
Teacher Education, 39(3), p.40.

Social cognitive theory asserts that people do not only react to their environment but
they actively look for and interpret information. They are “... self-organizing,
proactive, self-regulating and self-reflecting. They are contributors to their life

circumstances not just products of them” (Bandura, 2005, p.1). According to it,
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cognitive, behavioral, personal and environmental factors interact in a way that
determines motivation and behavior. Bandura (1986) asserted that people’s behaviors
can be better predicted from their beliefs about themselves. Self-efficacy beliefs,
hold a substantial aspect of motivation and behavior. In other words, people’s
motivation and behavior are partly determined by their belief about how effective
they can be (Bandura, 1982).

People always try to have control over events that influence their lives. By having
this power they would feel they are better in realizing their desired futures and
prevent undesired ones. According to Bandura (1977) there are two types of
expectations that would influence the activities we choose and the effort we spend to
achieve our goals: outcome expectancy described as “...a person’s estimation that a
given behavior will lead to certain outcomes” (Poulou, 2007, p.191) and efficacy
expectation which is described as “... the conviction that one can successfully
execute the behavior required to produce outcomes” (Poulou, 2007, p.191). Ashton et
al. (1982) asserted that “teaching efficacy” is about what the teacher expects as an
outcome from the consequences of his or her teaching (outcome expectation) and
“personal teaching efficacy” is about his or her beliefs about their ability to carry out
specific courses of action in order to achieve the desired goals (efficacy expectation).

Bandura’s (1977) social cognitive theory deals with how human beings exercise
control over their own lives in different ways. Self-efficacy is central to this exercise
of control. Bandura (1977), in his social cognitive theory, identified self-efficacy as
““a cognitive process in which people construct beliefs about their capacity to perform
at a given level of attainment” (Tschannen-Moran, Woolfok Hoy & Hoy, 1998,
p.203). Bandura (1995) stated that these beliefs deeply impact the way we think, feel
and motivate ourselves as well as the way we act. He postulated that the strength of
our beliefs would affect our how we would deal with the challenges we face in life
i.e. whether to cope them or avoid them. People are likely to avoid threatening
situations if they believe that they don’t have capabilities to cope with the situation.
On the other hand, if they believe they have necessary skills they tend to be more
involved and they are assured of themselves and they are more persistent to show

effort to succeed. People who insist on their coping efforts in situations that are in
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fact relatively safe will get “corrective experiences that reinforce their sense of
efficacy, thereby eliminating their defensive behavior. Those who cease their coping
efforts prematurely will retain their self-debilitating expectations and fears for a long
time” (Bandura, 1977, p.194).

However, one must also be careful about the meaning of self-efficacy and what it
covers. “Self-efficacy is a motivational construct based on self-perception of
competence rather than the actual level of competence” (Tschannen-Moran &
Woolfok Hoy, 2007, p.946. That is to say, it is not one’s real level of competence but
rather the perception that one has about his or her own competence (Woolfok Hoy &
Spero, 2005).

Pajares (1995) stated that perceptions of efficacy have three impacts on human

behavior (p.3)

1. They impact choice of behavior. People prefer tasks that they feel competent
and confident and refrain from tasks that they feel opposite.

2. Self-efficacy belief identifies the amount of effort they exert and how long
they persist. Higher efficacy means stronger effort, longer perseverance.

3. Self-efficacy belief also has an impact on person’s thoughts and emotional
reactions. Low efficacy people believe that things are more difficult than they
actually are while high self-efficacy people are calm in approaching
challenging tasks.

The concept of self-efficacy was introduced by Albert Bandura (1977). The concept
of teacher efficacy, on the other hand, was born with the RAND organization in mid
70s. RAND researchers claimed that teachers could “control the reinforcement of
their actions ... whether the control of reinforcement lay within themselves or the
environment” (Tschannen-Moran, Woolfok Hoy & Hoy, 1998, p.202). The
theoretical framework for teaching and self-efficacy (teaching efficacy) is based on
Bandura’s (1977) theory as well. Dellinger, Bobbett, Olivier and Ellett (2008)
described teacher self-efficacy beliefs as “a teacher’s individual beliefs in their
capabilities to perform specific teaching tasks at a specified level of quality in a
specified situation” (p.752). This framework is a two-dimensional construct.

According to this, the individual’s generalized behavior is based on two different
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beliefs. The first belief is about action and outcome i.e. a teacher’s ability to bring
change depends on factors other than himself such as socio economic status, family
background, home environment. The second belief is the personal belief that a
teacher’s sense of personal teaching efficacy i.e. the belief that they are equipped
with necessary skills to bring about student learning not outside factors (Gresham,
2008).

Based on these beliefs, two separate dimensions of teacher efficacy are put forward
(Hennessy, 1997; Ng, Nicholas & Williams 2010; Tchannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy,
2001):

e Personal Teaching Efficacy (PTE): The beliefs that teachers have about
themselves i.e. what you feel in terms of being competent as a teacher, which
will positively or negatively impact the learners’ achievement (Swackhamer,
2003). PTE is related to the levels of organization, planning, teachers’
showing fairness, clarity and enthusiasm in teaching. (Tschannen-Moran et
al., 1998). Teachers’ PTE changes according to the subject matter and
specific groups of students they teach.

e General Teaching Efficacy (GTE): It is the “outcomes the individual teacher
could expect, given certain actions or means he or she felt capable of
delivering” (Tchannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2001, p.792). It is the ability
to overcome external factors, “a teacher’s belief that the educational system
can work for all students regardless of outside influences such as socio-
economic status and parental influence” (Swackhamer, 2003, p.64). If
teachers have high self-efficacy beliefs about themselves, they are better in
employing wider variety of teaching approaches to meet different students’
needs. Therefore, they are more successful in teaching (Tschannen-Moran et
al., 1998).

Figure 2.2.displays teacher self-efficacy model by Tschannen-Moran et al. 1998:
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Figure 2.2. Teacher Self-Efficacy Model. From “Teacher Efficacy: Its Meaning and
Measure,” by M. Tchannen-Moran, A. Woolfok Hoy and W.K. Hoy, 1998, Review of
Educational Research, 62 (2), p.228.

The RAND organization focused their items on these two dimensions as well
(Tchannen-Moran, Hoy & Hoy, 1998). RAND item 1 says that “When it comes right
down to it, a teacher really can’t do much because most of a student’s motivation
and performance depends on his or her home environment.” (p.204). This item
points at general teacher efficacy (GTE) in which the teacher believes that the
success of the student is determined by external factors no matter what the teacher
does. RAND item 2 says that “If I really try hard, | can get through to even most
difficult or unmotivated students.” This item points at personal teaching efficacy in
which the teacher believes that he has the necessary skills and resources to help his

students succeed. The total score on these two items reflects the teacher efficacy.

Bandura (1997) regarded self-efficacy as one of the critical factors that enforces
people to engage in following their goals. It is in a way, empowering yourself and
taking control of your life (Bernadowski, Perry & Del Greco, 2013). That is why
careful attention must be given to developing and improving the efficacy beliefs of
prospective teachers. Hoska (1993) stated that self-efficacy will affect learning
because the self-efficacy level of the individual determines the effort he or she exerts
on achieving the task. Having a low self-efficacy might be harmful as it might result
in the individual focusing on his or her deficiencies and could not live up to the task.
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They become concerned about the possible outcome of failure and could not focus on
any strategy to solve problems (p.119).

Dellinger et al. (2008), Henson (2001) and Wyatt (2014) focused on the confusion of
terms, “muddled” water of concepts (Henson, 2001) in teacher efficacy issues.
Teacher efficacy and teacher self-efficacy beliefs are two concepts that are used
interchangeably. There has been no consensus over the concept of teacher efficacy
which led to confusion among the researchers which also proves further research is
needed on the definition of teacher efficacy and its dimensions. Dellinger et al.
(2008) stated that Bandura’s self-efficacy theory and teacher efficacy studies
commenced around the same time which were combined later by the researchers.
Recently, there have been objections on the two dimensions of teacher efficacy
(Henson, 2002; Soodak & Pudell, 1996; Wyatt, 2014) and different researches put
forward additional dimensions to teacher efficacy framework. However, for the aims
of this study, teacher efficacy will be regarded as having two dimensional construct.

2.1.1. Sources of Efficacy

In Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory (1977, 1997), an efficacy expectation is the
belief that one can successfully exert the behavior that is necessary to produce the
outcomes. Yet, it is a major determiner of what people prefer or choose to do, how
much effort they will put and how long they persist given the appropriate skills and
enough incentives (Bandura, 1977). “This “can do” cognition mirrors a sense of
control over one’s environment. It reflects the belief of being able to control

challenging environment by means of taking adaptive action” (Goker, 2006, p. 242).

The social cognitive theory asserts that teachers show less effort with students whom
they believe to be unsuccessful and they tend to exert less effort while they prepare
and deliver instruction even though they know some strategies that could help these
students (Milner & Woolfok Hoy, 2003). While high-efficacy teachers do not
hesitate to go one extra mile to teach difficult students, low efficacy teachers believe

that there is not much they can do for difficult students because these students are
22



negatively affected by their home and environment. They feel that they are
unsuccessful to address the academic demands of students (Redmon, 2007). While
high efficacy teachers make attempts to find solutions to their problems, low efficacy
teachers refrain from facing their problems and deal with the stress the situation
creates. When teachers have higher self-efficacy beliefs they show stronger, longer
and more positive methods to deal with misbehavior in the classroom. Hence, a more
suitable and orderly context that is conducive to learning is provided which in turn,
improve the teacher’s efficacy and provide better rapport with students. (Atici, 1999;
Gresham, 2008; Kimav, 2010). Teachers with higher self-efficacy tend to have
students with high efficacy as it effects the way students think about themselves
(Sarag, 2012).

Tschannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy (2001) claimed that there has been a strong
relationship between teacher efficacy and a variety of educational outcomes such as
teacher persistence, enthusiasm, commitment and instructional behavior together
with student outcomes such as achievement, motivation and self-efficacy beliefs.
Erawan (2011) stated that teacher efficacy connects knowledge, skills and behavior
of the teacher so that they can realize effective teaching. It is believed that a teacher’s
self-efficacy belief has a deep impact on his or her performance inside and outside
the class. Teachers with greater self-efficacy tend to exert more effort in their
teaching, their goals, planning and organization. They have an open mind to test new
ideas to address their students’ needs, they have stronger resilience against
drawbacks and persistence in dealing with the problems of the students. These
teachers also show a greater enthusiasm and commitment for teaching (Chiang,
2008; Tavil, 2014; Tchannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2001).

According to Bandura (1977, 1994, 1997; Schunk, 1982) there are four sources of

efficacy expectations:

e Enactive Mastery Experiences: It is based on personal mastery experiences
which increase with success and decrease with failure especially if it happens
early in the course of event. Repeated success will lower the negative effect
of occasional failures especially if they come later in the course of event.
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While success increases the efficacy belief of the teacher, feeling of failure
has the opposite effect, increasing the feeling that future attempts will be
ineffective (Milner & Woolfok Hoy, 2003).

Bandura (1977) argued that once enhanced self-efficacy is established, it is
likely to be generalized not only to similar situations but also to totally
different situations. For instance, when a person having a phobia towards a
specific animal copes with his or her fear, then these coping efforts could be
transferred into social situations or decreasing fear of other animals. From
teacher efficacy perspective, a teacher decreasing his fear in classroom
management can transfer his coping mechanisms to other issues in the
classroom. According to Bandura (1997), pre-service teachers are also
enactive learners who are learning by accomplishing specific tasks. This
enactive learning yields feedback for the pre-service teacher about his or her
performance which in turn, helps them to see the consequences of their
actions. A successfully accomplished task would increase their self-efficacy.
Labone (2004) asserted that enactive mastery experiences are the strongest
source of efficacy belief; however, the self-schemata had an impact on the
enactive experiences about how the person interprets the experience. Hence,
if there is no strong self-schemata constructed yet, then the person cannot
form his or her beliefs strongly about something. This explains the reason for
pre-service teachers who are most malleable in terms of their efficacy beliefs
because they haven’t formed strong self-schemata during the development of
a new skill or a teaching method yet. However, it should be noted that these
mastery experiences are not the only source of efficacy beliefs and they have
to include cognitive, behavioral and self-regulatory tools in order to become a
source of efficacy. If a person can manage to turn difficult situations into
their advantage then their coping abilities are improved, and they believe that
they are equipped with what is necessary to succeed. However, if one person
always manages easy tasks then they develop false beliefs about themselves
and their capabilities which might later turn into disappointment (Bandura,
1977).
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Vicarious Experiences: This is another source of efficacy expectation which
can be considered as modeling. When people see that other people who
increase their efforts and continue them in threatening activities without
failure, they also develop expectancy that they can also do it. If the model,
whom the teacher identifies him or herself with, exhibits successful
performance, then the teacher feels that his or her efficacy is enhanced.
However, if the model exerts failure then feeling of efficacy will be
diminished. The effect of social modeling depends on how similar the model
is to the individual. The effect increases with the degree of similarity. The
more the similarity, the deeper and more significant the effect will be
(Bandura, 1997).

Vicarious experiences are especially effective when individual has limited
previous experience to base their efficacy beliefs on, which means this is
especially important for pre-service teachers. People also develop higher
efficacy beliefs when they model their peers rather than their superiors
(Labone, 2004). In teaching context, vicarious experiences take place when
pre-service teacher observes others who are also displaying their teaching
performance related to observer’s goals. However, this source of efficacy is
less dependable and weaker and more likely to change as it is inferred from
social comparison, not direct experience. (Bandura, 1977; Milner & Woolfok
Hoy, 2003).

Verbal Persuasion (Social persuasion): It is the most widely used source of
efficacy belief as it is already available and easy to use. It is the verbal
interaction that teachers have with administrators, colleagues, parents etc.
about his or her performance. If the person receives support from other
people that they are capable of coping with problems, then this will increase
their efficacy beliefs. Through verbal persuasion, it is suggested that the
individual can deal with the situation successfully that has overwhelmed them
before. The feedback that is given to the teacher by his or her colleagues,

students, supervisors etc. based on his specific performance is also a kind of
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verbal persuasion. The effect of performance depends on the “credibility,
trustworthiness and expertise of the persuader” (Milner & Woolfok Hoy,
2003, p.265). An atmosphere of appreciation, encouragement and praise
results in a socially supportive environment, while lack of response, feedback
or neglect can result in an unsupportive environment. This persuasion should
be realistic because otherwise the individual will soon quit the task if she
realizes that the task is beyond his or her capabilities (Bandura, 1997). It is
most effective when it is related to enactive mastery experiences. From a pre-
service teacher education perspective, it is considered as providing positive
and elaborate verbal persuasion i.e. feedback (Schunk & Pajares, 2001) so as
to encourage self-efficacy (Schunk, 1991) and improve pre-service teachers’
teaching performance. The source of verbal persuasion could be the pre-
service teachers’ peers, supervisors or cooperating teachers. Wand and Wu
(2008) claimed that pre-service teachers who received verbal feedback at a
high cognitive level showed improvement in their teaching performance.
Feedback i.e. verbal persuasion that depends on their actual classroom
performance i.e. enactive mastery experiences could have a strong potential
and effect to improve his or her teaching performance. However, when the
individual doesn’t have direct, authentic experience or doesn’t infer them
from his or her own accomplishments, this is also weaker than other sources.
(Bandura, 1977; Milner & Woolfok Hoy, 2003).

Physiological and Emotional State: How one interprets his or her
physiological and psychological mood will affect their efficacy belief to
complete a task. Positive interpretation will increase perceived efficacy
belief, but negative interpretation such as being stressful will cause a counter
effect (Bandura, 1997). When people find themselves in stressful or
threatening situations, their personal efficacy belief will be affected from it. If
the teachers’ level of anxiety or excitement increases or decreases, so does his
or her level of mastery or incompetence. Anxiety arousal will cause
avoidance of stressful activities which will negatively affect the coping skills

of the individual. If emotional arousal is decreased avoidance behavior can be
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diminished as well (Bandura, 1977; Milner & Woolfok Hoy, 2003). Akkuzu
(2014) described these sources of self-efficacy in the pre-service teaching
context as pre-service teacher experiencing positive thoughts and feelings in
the face of success or experiencing negative thoughts of feelings in the face
of stress and anxiety during observation or performing a teaching task.
Having positive experience affects their future teaching in the positive
direction while having negative experience diminishes their belief in their

ability to perform successful teaching performance.

Figure 2.3.displays the relationship between self-efficacy beliefs and their resources.
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Figure 2.3. Self-Efficacy Sources of Information. Confluence, 2015, Self-efficacy
and social cognitive theories case study section. Retrieved from
https://wikispaces.psu.edu/display/PSY CH484/Fall+2015+-+Group+2+-+Self-
Efficacy+and+Social+Cognitive+Theories+Case+Study

According to Bandura’s (1997) social cognitive theory, the most powerful source of
efficacy belief is mastery experiences that consist of one’s successes and failures in
life. Based on their previous life experiences, the individual decides whether he or
she can manage a task successfully or not. If the teacher thinks of his or her

performance as success then his or her efficacy belief will increase. Hence, it will
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affect the future performance of the teacher positively, whereas if he or she considers
his or her performance as failure then expectation that the future performance will
also fail would increase. Vicarious experiences, on the other hand, involves learning
by taking someone as a model, observing them and discussing in the form of
feedback. Social cognitive learning theory asserts that these two types of experiences
work together as learning is not only an individual process, there has to be social
connections for learning to be more effective (Woods, 2011). Hence, it can be said
that inexperienced pre-service teachers who have little mastery experiences would be
more affected by vicarious experiences, social persuasion, and physiological and
emotional states, than experienced teachers who have more mastery experiences
(Malinen et al., 2013).

It should be underlined that peer feedback process bears all of these efficacy sources.
Firstly, teaching practice provides enactive mastery experiences for the pre-service
teacher. Secondly, observing their partners in order to give peer feedback would
provide vicarious experience for them, in this way, they could establish better
empathy with their partner as they share similar experiences and backgrounds. They
could take their partner as a model to learn from. Thirdly, the feedback that they
provide to their partners acts like verbal persuasion. When given in appropriate style,
peer feedback would motivate them profoundly as it provides formative evaluation
when compared to supervisor feedback which is rather scarce and provides
summative evaluation. As Richardson (2000) claimed, formative evaluations are less
intimidating and more productive when compared to summative evaluation. Lastly,
peer feedback can also be a support for physiological and emotional state. Sharing
the same experience with a partner might increase their confidence or decrease their
stress. It is believed that there is a continuous interaction between feedback, self-
efficacy and teaching performance (Akkuzu, 2014). Feedback should be considered
as a bolster for pre-service teachers’ self-efficacy and teaching performance.
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2.1.2. Pre-Service Teacher Education and Teacher Efficacy

Woolfok Hoy and Spero (2005) claimed that pre-service teacher education period is
perhaps the most critical period for the long term development of teacher efficacy as
it can be most effectively and easily shaped early in learning. Hence, further attention
IS needed to examine factors that improve the development of strong sense of
efficacy among pre-service and new teachers.

There is evidence that once that feeling of efficacy is formed, it is resistant to change
and the impact of the input given during education is different than the impact of the
input once teacher starts teaching (Hoy & Spero, 2005; Tschannen-Moran &
Woolfok Hoy, 2007). Henson (2001) claimed that experienced teachers’ self-efficacy
beliefs are difficult to change as they are internally formed and sustained with
experience and time. Unless the experienced teacher faces a situation that leads them
to critically reflect or think about his or her beliefs, they are unlikely to go through
change (Williams, 2009).

The studies reveal that while the efficacy beliefs of pre-service teachers are high
during their practicum, the novice teacher experiences a reality shock because of
their “unrealistic optimism” since they have difficulty in coping with the demands
and expectations of the real classroom (Friedman, 2000; Knoblauch & Woolfok Hoy,
2008). Thus, their efficacy beliefs decrease if they cannot experience a supportive
environment. Yet, if new teachers have high levels of efficacy then they experience
greater satisfaction in teaching, have less stress, be more optimistic about the
possibility of their accomplishments when compared to teachers with low efficacy
beliefs (Milner & Woolfok Hoy, 2003; Woolfok Hoy & Spero, 2005). Providing
effective feedback can aid pre-service teachers experience a supportive environment
and improve their self-efficacy beliefs when they cooperate with their colleagues
(Redmon, 2007).

Redmon (2007) claimed that first experiences are likely to determine the professional
growth, therefore; teacher education programs should be designed in such a way that

they should develop powerful feelings of teacher self-efficacy and keep these
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feelings throughout their education. Beginning teachers are generally assigned to the
least desirable contexts to teach difficult students. When these challenges are
combined with weak perception of self-efficacy, it leads to inevitable failure or
frustration and impairment of self-confidence resulting in low performance. Just
telling the students that they will be good teachers but not providing them chances
for real success in real classrooms is “recipe for failure” ( Bandura, 1977; Redmon,
2007). With the lack of continuous social support, enough resources and structured
success in authentic teaching contexts, novice teachers embark on their profession
with the belief that some students are beyond reach, cannot be taught and any effort
spend on them will be in vain (Tchannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2001).

In his study, Redmon (2007) made use of real teaching experiences of pre-service
teachers to build feelings of teacher self-efficacy. They aimed to show pre-service
teachers that no matter how challenging the students may be, they can make a
difference in order to raise teachers who believe they can teach any children at any
school. He claimed that in order to establish strong teacher efficacy, meaningful field
experiences are essential. In order to achieve this, there should be more focus on
putting more effort to social support and structured success to encourage self-
efficacy. Peer observations and peer feedback can provide this support to the pre-

service teacher.

2.2. Feedback

Feedback is an essential element of student learning. It is described as “lifeblood of
learning” (Rowntree, 1987, p.24). Many other definitions can be found for feedback.
Feedback is “(s)pecific information about the comparison between a trainee’s
observed performance and a standard, given with intent to improve trainee’s
performance.” (Van de Ridder et al., 2008, p.192). “Feedback is essential for the
student’s growth, provides direction and helps boost confidence, increase motivation
and self-esteem ... an interactive process which aims to provide learners with insight

into their performance.” (Clynes & Raftery, 2008, p.405-406). Regular performance
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feedback is crucial for the learner to benefit from the experience to its full potential.
Feedback should embellish the learner with the current trends and present a practical
guide for them to improve their performance (Clynes & Raftery, 2008). It
“...provides learners with a comparison of their performance to educational goals

with the aim of helping them achieve or exceed their goals.” (Schartel, 2012, p.77).

Tower (as cited in Akkuzu 2014, p.36) described feedback in terms of teacher
education as “...information presented to an individual following a performance that
reflects upon adequacy, quantity or quality of teaching performance.... (it) involves
making the experiences and actions of students visible and comprehensible.” It is
believed that not having efficient feedback during teaching practice might result in
pre-service teachers’ being oblivious to their weaknesses and strengths and thus
being confused about their performance and experience difficulty in real classroom
teaching. Feedback serves as a bridge between pre-service teachers’ pedagogical and
content knowledge and their application in the real classroom by providing

explanations about their performance and ensuring aid to solve their problems.

Feedback is also essential for teacher success. According to various studies (Kumar;
Scheerens & Bosker & Walberg as cited in Wood, 2011), if effective feedback and
goal setting were employed in the classroom for students, then their academic
achievements increased up to 41%. The same strategies and goal setting could also
be used to improve teachers’ efficacy, success and motivation. It is surmised that
low-efficacy and job satisfaction might be as a result of a lack of proper teacher

evaluation system and feedback practices.

Success builds a strong sense of efficacy belief. But failures weaken it especially
before the sense of efficacy is established. Therefore, it is crucial to guide pre-service
teacher about how to succeed in real life classrooms rather than leaving them in a
sink-or-swim situation. Bruning, Schraw, Norby and Ronning (2004) revealed that
both performance and self-efficacy are determined by feedback because it is directly
related to self-regulation and meta-cognition. Low self-efficacy could be as a result
of internal or external factors, continuous failures, not being able to see improvement

or not having clear goals. However, feedback can provide a path to their goals; help
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them to evaluate their performance according to set criteria which will help them
create positive learning experiences. Feedback can reinforce new teachers to focus
on self-reflection and identify what goes well and what needs improvement. It will
guide the recipient towards the goal and motivates him or her to endeavor to reach to
the goal. This will lead to a feeling of success, improving the self-efficacy of the pre-

service teacher.

2.2.1. The Nature of Feedback

Hattie and Gran (2011) described four psychological perspectives that provide
frameworks necessary for describing different views of learning as well as the nature
of feedback:

1. Objectivism:
It is based on the view that “reliable knowledge about the world” exists
(Jonassen as cited in Hattie and Gan, 2011, p.250). The instruction is
regarded as “receptive-transmission”. Objectivism is considered as “a mirror
image or reality created by the mind and these representations of the real
world constitute the way of knowing” (Lakoff, as cited in Hattie and Gran,
2011, p.250). Behaviorism adopts this perspective. According to
Behaviorism, learning means conditioning in which the desired behavior is
followed by a reinforcer so that the probability of the occurrence of the
desired behavior will increase. According to this perspective, feedback is also
considered as a reinforcer that aims to help the learner move from simple to
more complex tasks. The source of feedback is external, i.e. the teacher who
is considered as reliable. Feedback serves as a motivator or incentive for the
learner in order to improve the frequency of the occurrence of the desired
accurate behavior. However, this sort of feedback is generally regarded as
concrete reinforces such as praise or stars in the real classroom which leads
students to extrinsic rewards, more focus on evaluation and competition.

Intrinsic motivation, on the other hand, will lead to improved engagement in
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learning. Feedback, according to this perspective, presents the learner a
reinforce if the learning is right or presents the correct information and serves
as a corrector if the learning exerted as a behavior is wrong, or

misinterpreted.

Information Processing Perspective

This perspective serves as a transition from behaviorism to socio-culturalism.
There is a shift from external view to internal view. According to this
perspective, it is believed that the individual has got the cognitive ability to
use information actively in the learning process. Feedback functions as
providing correct information to the learner to correct him/herself. “The
feedback-as-information position asserts that correction and analysis of errors
is a crucial component of learning and feedback acts as a verification of a
learner’s response certitude or level or certainty” (Kulhavy & Stock as cited
in Hattie & Gan, 2011, p.252).

According to the Response Certitude Model suggested by Kulhavy and Stock
(as cited in Hattie& Gan 2011) the instructional feedback includes two
components: verification and elaboration. Verification is a dichotomous
judgment verifying that the response is either right or wrong. Elaboration, on
the other hand, includes useful information to help the learner for correcting
his or her errors. There are three different types of elaboration i. task-specific
elaboration (it is the restatement of the correct answer or providing multiple-
choice alternatives) ii. Instruction-based elaboration (provides reasons for the
correct answer) iii. Extra-instructional elaboration (new examples or
analogies that are not present in the instructional text)

This perspective also inserts that the major issue in order to unleash the
power of feedback should be focusing on the task rather than the individual.
Butler and Winne (1995) claimed that feedback should involve internal and
external feedback that will influence the self-regulated cognitive engagement
with tasks and find out how different forms of engagement affect

achievement. They believe that feedback has a multidimensional role in the
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construction of knowledge. When learners realize that there is a difference
between their present status and the desired goal, internal feedback kicks in
and encourages learner to decide whether to spend extra efforts, change the
plan or totally leave the task.

Feedback that acts as a self-regulation acknowledges the interaction between
information that feedback presents and the receiver of the feedback. It also
stresses that learners should actively look for cues, monitor and evaluate their
own performance so that he or she can correctly overcome the discrepancy
between the present status and the desired status which is also known as
calibration i.e. the ‘“accurate association between the cues and the
achievement” (Butler & Winne, 1995, p.251). Butler and Winne (1995) also
asserted that learners’ past beliefs, knowledge and background plays an
essential role and acts like a filter affecting how the learner perceives both
external and internal feedback. Unlike objectivism that treats learners as
passive recipients of feedback, information processing perspective considers
learners as participants actively interpreting feedback with the help of self-
regulatory processes and they are able to be responsible for their own
learning.

Socio-culturalism

This perspective derives from the work of Vygotsky (1978) who asserted that
when individuals interact socially with others in the community, knowledge
and understanding are constructed through these social interactions. When the
individual engages himself in the cultural life of the community, then he or
she is in a kind of cognitive apprenticeship that helps him or her acquire the
cultural tools of the society. This will lead the learner into a more advanced
level of thinking and conscious control over his mental processes. Vygotsky
believed that intra-mental reflection and logical reasoning are based on the
internalized processes of interaction between the learner and others. Hence,
learning and development is formed through the “dialectical relationship
between interpersonal and intrapersonal processes (Hattie & Gan, 2011,
p.256).
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4. Visible Teaching and Learning Models of Feedback

Traditional classrooms witnesses teachers as the giver and mostly the only
source of feedback. However, the social context of learning in the classroom
should not be ignored and teachers should be seeking ways to promote peer
feedback in the classroom. This requires a movement from “transmissive and
verification process to dialogic and elaborative process in a social context”
(Hattie & Gan, 2011, p.257).

Hattie and Gan (2011) asked the major question of whether the feedback
given to the learner is meaningfully received and then interpreted by the
learner. Based on the previous three major models, they suggested a further
model in order to make the visibility of teaching and learning obvious to the
teacher and the learner as well. This models claims that feedback becomes
most powerful when it makes learning visible to the teacher i.e. the teacher
needs to build such an environment and design such activities that creates
such an atmosphere of making the learning of the student visible to the
teacher. What matters is not when or how feedback is given but when and

how it is received by the learner.

2.2.2. The Features of Effective Feedback

Teacher belief is a major part of teacher identity. The behaviors of teachers are
directly affected by their beliefs. They influence the way teachers conceptualize their
teaching. Beliefs are also in action when the teacher comes across with a new
phenomenon and how she or he interprets it. They are considered as
multidimensional as they ripe with experiences and reflect the education and home-
life while there is still space for change (Ng, Nicholas & Williams, 2010). With the
help of proper feedback, these beliefs can be positively formed and long lasting

effects can be ensured throughout teacher’s profession.

Effective feedback needs to address all of the following three questions (Hattie &

Gan, 2011). The first question “Where am | going?” is about goals. When students
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perceive how to succeed correctly then feedback becomes much more powerful. If
the learner does not bear such an understanding then feedback becomes confusing,
even irrelevant, that might result in the learner ignoring feedback. The second
question “How am | going?” is about progress feedback including information about
the past, present and how to progress forward. It involves a comparison with a set
standard or previous performance and/or whether learner is successful on a specific
part of the task or not. The third question is “Where to next?”” This type of feedback
requires a deeper understanding of the task, different strategies to employ, more self-
regulation on the process of learning, better fluency and automaticity, and further

information on what is clear and not so clear for the learner.

According to Clynes and Raftery (2008), Quilligan (2007) and Schartel (2012)
giving effective feedback includes:
e Dbeing highly specific i.e. referring to the specific performance behavior of the
trainee
e Dbeing descriptive in nature that includes clear examples from practice
e being delivered in a proper setting
e focusing on the performance of the trainee, not on his or her character
e Dbeing based on direct observation or objective data
o clarifying the actions and getting the learner to offer plans for improvement
e Establishing an appropriate interpersonal climate that provides cooperation
between trainer and trainee
e Eliciting the learner’s thoughts and feelings
e Offering the right amount of feedback
e Giving well-timed feedback and allowing the learner the opportunity to try

again

Effective feedback involves “someone’s thoughts on another person’s performance
that are delivered in a form that enables the recipient to listen to what is being said,
receive it constructively, reflect on what has been said and consider how to take
actions as a result.” (Henderson, Ferguson, Smith & Johnson, 2005, p.2). In their

study, Schunk and Lilly (1994) found that receiving clear, well-prepared
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performance feedback had a positive effect on the self-efficacy beliefs of learner.
Poor feedback, on the other hand, can produce counter results, that prevents students
engaging effectively with the learning process and reflective practice. Trainees
should be asked to assess themselves before they are given feedback. Hence, a better

insight into trainee’s ability to evaluate his or her performance could be gained.

There are some barriers to feedback, i.e. the receiver cannot benefit from the
feedback to its full potential to the following reasons: inadequate supervisor training
and education, unfavorable wording, unfavorable learning conditions, insufficient

time spent with trainees.

Multiple factors are included in the effective delivery of feedback. The trainer should
be competent in delivering effective feedback. The context, time and duration of
feedback, language and format used in giving feedback and the readiness level of the

trainee also affect the effectiveness of feedback (Clynes & Raftery, 2008).

There might be a discrepancy between feedback given and feedback received.
Rapport between trainer and trainee is important. One should note that the reactions
to feedback is essential as Moore and Kuol (2005) suggested “individual reaction to
performance feedback ... has a more direct bearing on any subsequent efforts to
improve, sustain, enhance or develop performance” (p.61). If the trainee regards
trainer as a reliable and competent source of knowledge then he or she values the
feedback she or he receives (Clynes & Raftery, 2008). In order to give effective

feedback, the feedback process work as follows:

Stagel. Provide a description of current behaviors that you want to reinforce and
redirect to improve situation.

Stage 2. ldentify specific situations where these behaviors have been observed.

Stage 3. Describe impacts and consequences of the current behaviors.

Stage 4. ldentify alternative behaviors and actions that can be taken.

(Jerome as cited in Clynes & Raftery, 2008, p.409)
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2.2.3. Types of Feedback

Various types of feedback exist in literature. In terms of modes of feedback there are
two different types as oral and written. Oral feedback is described as teacher-student
or student-student conferences in a constant reciprocal negotiation (Bahge, 1999).
Written feedback is the feedback provided to the subject in written format. Both

feedbacks aim at informing the subject about their performance.

In terms of sources of feedback there are three types: teacher feedback, peer
feedback and self-feedback. Teacher feedback is the information given to the learner
about his performance by his or her teacher. Peer feedback involves the response that
the subject gets from his or her peers about their performance. Finally self-feedback
involves the individual assessing one’s own performance and reflecting on it so that

they can correct themselves.

In terms of reference, feedback is divided into three as norm-referenced feedback and
criterion-referenced feedback and self-referenced feedback. Norm-referenced
feedback provides information about the learner’s performance with regards to his
peers in his or her group whereas criterion-referenced feedback involves information
about the performance of the learner with regard to a pre-set criteria. Self-referenced
feedback, on the other hand, involves student focusing on his/her own success and
comparing his or her performance with his or her previous performance and
concentrating on achieving his or her goal i.e. self-improvement (Chan & Lam,
2010).

Formative and summative feedbacks are evaluative feedbacks. Formative feedback
includes the description of the learner’s performance with regard to the set criteria,
what needs to be done to reach to the criteria. Summative feedback, on the other
hand, focuses on the outcome without helping learner achieve his or her goals (Chan
& Lam, 2010).
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2.2.3.1. Peer Feedback

Topping (2009) described peer feedback as “Arrangement for learners to consider
and specify the level, value or quality of a product or performance of other equal
status learners” (p.20). It helps learners to become active in their learning rather than
passive recipients of knowledge, become managers of their learning process,
improve their self-assessment skills and become a competent learner in the subject
matter. It is also understood that learners tend to receive quicker and more feedback
from their peers who are their equal rather than the teacher who has a superior role.
Gemmel (2003) identified the benefits of peer feedback as follows: decrease of
isolation through enhancing collaborative work such as sharing ideas, problem
solving skills, dealing with instructional problems together and put them into
practice, enhance reflective thinking, and helping teachers to see themselves as
change agents who can control and shape instructions. Damon and Phelps (1989)
also claimed that peer feedback also helps learner become aware that there are
opinions other than their own which in turn forces them to reevaluate and rationalize
the validity of their own point of view. They have to interact with their peers and
communicate their message across thoroughly to make the validity of their views

acceptable.

According to Nuthall (as cited in Hattie & Gan, 2011), students’ learning is formed
through their experiences within three different worlds: “The public world structured
by the learning activities and routines the teacher designs and manages, the
semiprivate world of ongoing peer relationships; and the private world of the child’s
own mind” (p.263). Therefore, it is not only the learner’s own experience of this
world by himself, but the surrounding world of their peers and their status among this
world. The teacher should acknowledge the importance of the influence of the peer
world as most of the students’ learning is rooted from their peers. The teacher should
get familiar with the peer culture and build a culture where everyone respects and
cooperates with each other and establish a feeling that everyone has got equal chance
of contributing to the activities in the classroom and takes responsibility for their
own learning (Hattie & Gan, 2011).
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According to social cognitive learning theory, our learning takes place within our
environment. Vygotsky’s (1978) theory of “zone of proximal development”
displayed the need for social learning. Bransford, Brown and Cocking (2000) stated
that the data gathered from the research revealed that “learning is most effective
when people engage in deliberate practice that includes attempts to seek and use
feedback about one’s progress” (p.59). Since pre-service teachers spend most of
their time with their peers and interact mostly with each other rather than their
trainer, the major source of feedback in the classroom is the peers not the trainer.
However, studies showed that peer feedback can be unreliable (Nuthall, as cited in
Hattie & Gan, 2011). Hence, it is trainer’s responsibility to train pre-service teachers
on how to give proper feedback and create an atmosphere that would welcome errors
so that everyone will feel relaxed and is not afraid of making mistakes. When
trainees feel guilt-free of making mistakes then they will be more open to learning
and this will improve their efficacy level as well.

Feedback is considered as verbal persuasion which is a source of efficacy belief.
Since pre-service teachers lack mastery experiences which are the major source of
efficacy belief, they need to rely on other sources of efficacy beliefs to establish their
teacher efficacy. Feedback can provide this missing source to help them built their
own schemata about teaching. In peer feedback, the lack of superior (teacher, trainer
etc.) might relax the trainee. It would also give more responsibility to the trainee to
observe his or her partner in a more serious fashion, be more alert to actions in the

class.

Sluijsmans et al. (2003) stated an increasing demand for self and peer evaluation in
teacher education institutes. However, most of these studies on this issue were
quantitative rather than qualitative, comparing trainer’s scores with peer scores.
Peers find it difficult to criticize their friends, and find peer evaluation not reliable
(Nilson, 2010).

Nusbaum (as cited in Hattie & Gan, 2011) surmised that peers provide rich feedback
to each other by taking different points of views into consideration and making

connections between their ideas and their previous knowledge as well. However, in
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order to ensure such quality feedback, trainers need to spend extra effort to teach
effective feedback giving skills to their trainees so that peers benefit from each other
accurately and transparently. Studies showed that deliberate peer feedback training
resulted in a more detailed, concrete, accurate and comprehensible feedback by the
peers in the class (Hattie & Gan 2011; Nilson, 2010; Paulus, 1999).

Peer feedback has positive educational outcomes for teachers who need assistance. It
helps the feedback giver to learn different instructional strategies and models and it
motivates continuous dialogue about teaching (Richardson, 2000; Wynn & Kromrey,
1999). Peer feedback should not have an evaluative value in order not to associate
negative connotation to it. The peer feedback training provided to the participants of
this study, aimed to give this perspective to pre-service teachers and from the e-

journals it was understood that the training achieved its aim to a great extent.

2.2.4. Levels of Feedback

According to the model suggested by Hattie and Timperley (2007) feedback that is
given to learners operates at four different levels: task level, process level, self-

regulation level and self-level.

Feedback at the task level includes information about the correct response; it is also
known as corrective feedback. It is rather at the surface knowledge level, giving
information about the achievement level of the task or the product. It is mostly used
in the classrooms by the teachers. It is quite powerful for the new learner. If the
feedback is moving from simple to complex, providing additional information for the
learner and coming from an experienced and reliable source then it is more powerful.
The teacher generally provides group feedback in the classroom in this nature.
However, the individual student regards this feedback not addressed to him or her
thus irrelevant to him or her, hence not receiving the given feedback (Hattie & Gan,
2011).
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Feedback at the process level focuses on task processing strategies and cues for
information search. It emphasizes processes that are used to create the product or
how to accomplish the task. It can lead to “... alternative processing, reduction of
cognitive load, providing strategies for error detection, reassessment of approach,
cueing to see more effective information search and employment of task strategies.”
(Hattie & Gan, 2011, p.260). It requires a deeper learning than the task level
feedback. Studies that are carried out on process feedback have shown that when
process feedback is interacted with goal setting then it improves the quality of
people’s task strategies and information search. It also improves the task confidence

and self-efficacy level of learners.

Self-regulation level feedback involves skills on self-regulation, improving effort in
task-engagement or looking for more information in feedback. This type of feedback
improves the self-esteem of the learner to strive further efforts to spend on the task,
helps to look for, receive and accommodate feedback information, ensuring
reflective questions to get conditional knowledge about the task, improves learner’s
ability to give internal feedback and self-evaluate himself or herself, and develop
internal attributes about success or failure rather than external attributes (Hattie &
Gan, 2011).

Self-level feedback is the kind of feedback that does not really include any
information about the achievement level, can be considered as praise for example
“well done”. It does not focus on the task, process or self-regulation. It provides
comfort to a certain level, but it hardly ever improves success or learning, directs
learners to goals or improves their self-efficacy. In order to make feedback more
powerful, it should present the learning task or goal that is at or above the learner’s

present functioning level (Hattie & Gan, 2011).

2.2.5. Feedback and Teacher Education

The present study will make use of formative feedback that is described as:
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Information communicated to the learner that is intended to modify his or her
thinking or behavior to improve learning, that is presented to a learner in
response to some action on the learner’s part throughout the course of action,
and as not being used for summative and evaluative purposes (Shute, 2008,
p.154)

It is the “... information obtained about performance in a system in order to maintain
movement towards a goal, with the need for structure and planning in order to meet
goals” (Wood, 2011, p.26). Formative feedback is considered as a part of best
learning practices because it helps the learner how to use the information learned and

then put this information into practice in many different circumstances.

Bandura’s study in 1977 revealed that “performance-based procedures are proving to
be the most powerful for effecting change” (p.191) and internal change and beliefs
can be changed to a great extent with the help of experience and success. Wood
(2011) acknowledged that the use of formative feedback is a performance-based
procedure where teachers can receive, use and change based on formative feedback

with the goal of growth, learning, accountability, and satisfaction.

Formative feedback is essential for scaffolding, goal setting and self-regulated
learning which would also improve the self-efficacy of the learner (Schunk & Rice,
1993). Most of the researches on formative feedback have a summative structure
(Wood, 2011). Formative evaluation involves longer experiences that provide a
better image to the teacher to evaluate/improve him or herself (Chan & Lam, 2010).
Social cognitive theory asserts that there has to be a continuous collaboration
between the individual, the learning environment and specific behaviors. If formative
feedback is based on what is observed, and related to teaching context, when the
connection between teacher performance and students’ performance are connected,
then this results in positive behavioral change by both teacher and students. If
formative feedback is provided to the teachers throughout the year, then teachers
collaborate, organize and reflect on the feedback for improving themselves
continuously. The continuous growth of the teacher requires them to be goal-
oriented. Formative feedback provides the information necessary for the teacher to
evaluate themselves and identify their goals and needs. It will motivate teachers

towards their goals (Wood, 2011).
43



Even though pre-service teachers display a successful performance in micro-teaching
sessions many of them find teaching practice very challenging and difficult (Wynn &
Kromrey, 1999). During their practice, pre-service teachers make mistakes and this
causes them to evaluate themselves, reflect on their actions and formative feedback
provides them guidance so that they can learn from their mistakes which will
influence their affective state involving perceptions of self-efficacy as well. Wood
(2011) claimed that there have been many studies about the use of formative
feedback and its influence on teachers’ performance. However, few studies focus on
teachers’ perceptions of feedback and self-efficacy. Formative feedback is very
important to increase the desire for personal learning. Since teachers with high self-
efficacy and satisfaction have more desire to learn, it will feed this desire and direct
the teacher to goals. Formative feedback that is based on clear goals and present
performance helps increasing self-efficacy, effort and learning from mistakes. It will
help learners to become active who want to learn and achieve goals.

One should remember that feedback that is provided to the teachers is one of the few
elements that can be controlled in and out of school context. Hence, this valuable
tool should be used wisely to produce effective results. Formative feedback can
provide professional growth (Hattie & Gan, 2011).

Attention must be paid on appropriate delivery of feedback. Feedback is more likely
to be accepted and the results are much more fruitful in terms of practice if it is
presented in a positive manner with appropriate words to the trainees (Nilson, 2010).
“Specific performance feedback from supervisors and even students can be a potent
source of information about how a teacher’s skill and strategies match the demands
of particular teaching task.” (Tschannen-Moran et al., 1998, p.230). It helps the pre-
service teacher to establish a social comparison information about whether the
performance is good enough, producing desired outcomes or not. If the feedback
provided to the pre-service teacher is quite general and harsh, this might lead to a
decrease in the self-efficacy belief of the pre-service teacher (Tschannen-Moran et
al., 1998). High self-esteem trainees receive feedback positively, appreciate
comments and they realize that the information they receive is related to the

performance not their personality. However, low self-esteem trainees regard
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constructive feedback more personally and they perceive them as personal in nature
(Clynes & Raftery, 2008).

Hattie and Gan (2011) asserted that most of the studies that are carried out so far
have considered feedback as something given rather than something received. Yet,
one should remember that if feedback is not received by the learner than it would
have no effect on learning. More research is needed on how learners receive and
perceive feedback so that the effects of it could be enhanced which in turn will

improve the performance of the receiver.

2.3. Studies on Feedback and Teacher Efficacy

There has been an increasing interest in self-efficacy research (Wyatt, 2014).
Malinen et al. (2013) asserted that one reason behind this is the cyclical nature of the
subject. Stronger self-efficacy beliefs of teachers cause stronger efforts shown by
teachers which results in better performances which in turn provides information to
find out how to form higher efficacy evaluations. Various studies carried out on
different aspects of teacher efficacy including experienced, novice and pre-service

teachers.

William’s (2009) study is an example for how experienced teachers change their
efficacy beliefs after their mastery experiences. In her study, Williams focused on a
less-searched source of efficacy belief: Emotional Arousal. The study aimed at
shedding light on the effects of emotions and external factors that are not in the
immediate environment of the teacher on shaping the efficacy beliefs of the teachers.
The success of getting a degree had a profound effect on experienced teachers’ self-
efficacy beliefs. Teachers who were hesitant and who have low self-efficacy beliefs
about their teaching have become confident in their teaching and they were more
willing to try new ways of teaching and taking risks once they were challenged to
change their belief systems. As Tchannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy (2001) asserted,
these teachers who have increased their self-efficacy beliefs become more ready to

experiment with new ways of teaching.
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In their study, Swackhamer et al. (2009) examined in-service teachers’ self-efficacy
levels and their change over time. The study was funded by a 5-year-project named
RM-MSMSP, which aimed to improve the quality of especially middle level
teachers. The project provided opportunities for teachers to take courses from K-12
faculty, education faculty and math and science faculty that cooperate with each
other with a focus on pedagogical perspective. They wanted to find out whether
completing courses in mathematics and science together with acquiring content
knowledge with pedagogy had any effect on in-service teachers’ Personal Teaching
Efficacy (PTE) and General Teaching Efficacy (GTE) level. 88 participants involved
in the study. They were given a questionnaire that measures their PTE and GTE
efficacy beliefs. Science Teaching Efficacy Belief Instrument (STEBI-B) was also
used. First of all, two groups of teachers were formed according to the number of
content courses they took: teachers taking low number of courses (1-3) and teachers
taking high number of courses (4 and above). GTE score of teachers in the high
number of courses group were higher than the teachers in the low number of courses
while there is no difference between two groups in terms of PTE scores. It is claimed
that the reason for this is because these teachers were mostly experienced teachers
who have reached a certain level of PTE and what they lack was the content
knowledge that can help them reach different students in the most appropriate way.

Chan’s study (2008) investigated general collective and domain-specific teacher self-
efficacy of four teacher groups: prospective teachers with no teaching experience,
prospective teachers with one-month teaching practice, novice teachers with 1-2
years of teaching experience and relatively experienced teachers. 273 participants
were included in the study. They were required to complete three scales: one for
general teacher efficacy, one for collective efficacy and one for domain-specific
efficacy. The results displayed that experienced teachers have the highest level of
general collective and domain-specific teacher self-efficacy which suggests that as

teachers become more experienced their self-efficacy beliefs increase as well.

According to a study carried out by Friedman (2000), new teachers experienced a
major disappointment in terms of their idealist performance and they complained

about being isolated, having work overload, not receiving any appreciation, receiving
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criticisms from their colleagues all of which were considered as sources of stress and
hence threatening their efficacy beliefs. Experienced teachers, on the other hand, had
higher teacher self-efficacy levels than novice teachers. While experienced teachers’
self-efficacy was based mainly on mastery experiences, novice teachers tend to rely
more on contextual factors such as interpersonal support or availability of teaching
resources. Experienced teachers’ efficacy beliefs were more stable than new
teachers’ as they have more mastery experiences. Since pre-service teachers lack
mastery experiences they were more affected by other sources of teacher efficacy.
Therefore, more research is needed to learn and find out how these sources be better
employed when educating pre-service teachers such as vicarious experiences, verbal

persuasion etc. (Woolfok Hoy & Spero, 2005).

One study that can serve as a proof for the malleability of teacher efficacy belief is
by Ng, Nicholas and Williams (2010). They claimed that it is essential to carry out
research on the changing beliefs of pre-service teachers so that they can develop
themselves as “self-regulated, critically reflective professionals” (p.278). The final
analysis proved that beliefs of pre-service teachers are likely to change according to
their teaching experience even though some beliefs are more resistant to change
disregarding age and gender. This implies that well-designed teacher education
programs which actively engage their students and their beliefs can improve their

teacher efficacy through such engagement.

Another study was carried out by Sahin and Atay (2010) in order to find out the
developmental change of Turkish prospective teachers from student teaching till the
end of their first induction year, at three different times: Before Student Teaching
(BST), After Student Teaching (AST) and at the end of Induction Year (I1Y). They
focused on their efficacy in student engagement, instructional strategies and
classroom management. The results displayed that there was a significant difference
between BST and AST yet there was no significant change between AST and IY. As
participants gathered more experience, they became more competent in employing
instructional skills. Vicarious experience and social persuasion were also influential
in novice teachers’ sense of efficacy. It was claimed that enactive mastery

experiences that student teachers had during practicum, vicarious experiences by
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observing cooperating teachers and verbal persuasion given by peers and mentor
teachers might increase the participants’ sense of efficacy. It was suggested that no
change in sense of efficacy beliefs’ of novice teachers might be overcome by support

and encouragement (verbal persuasion).

Another study with similar results is by Lin and Gorrel (2001). They carried out a
research in Taiwan to find out about pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy. They
made use of Gibson and Dembo’s (1984) teacher efficacy scale. However, the results
of the scale were inconsistent implying that social and cultural differences may cause
these differences as the original scale was constructed in America.714 pre-service
teachers participated in the study forming two groups: beginning pre-service teacher
who were at the beginning of their program and who were at the end of the program.
Beginning pre-service teachers had higher teacher efficacy beliefs than ending pre-
service teachers. However, Lin and Gorrel claimed that this decrease should not be
regarded as decrease in sense of efficacy, but a realization and perception of

teacher’s role as they got more experienced in teaching.

It is claimed that one of the greatest challenges in the classroom for novice or pre-
service teachers is providing classroom discipline and motivating students. Teachers
with high sense of efficacy exert more positive and humanistic ways to deal with
students in the class. Gencer and Cakiroglu (2007) aimed to investigate Turkish pre-
service teachers’ efficacy and classroom management beliefs and interrelationship
between these beliefs. The results showed that while pre-service teachers prefer non-
interventionist style on people management, they preferred interventionist style on
instructional management. Teachers with higher sense of efficacy tend to prefer less
interventionist procedure on people management; however, they were more
interventionist in instructional management i.e. they preferred to be strict and control

student behavior

In her study, Ulkiimen (2013) wanted to find out the predictors of the self-efficacy

beliefs of English instructors at preparatory schools in terms of classroom

management, instructional strategies and student engagement. The study wanted to

find out whether university type, years of teaching experience, mastery experience,
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undergraduate major, colleague support and administration support would predict
teachers’ efficacy beliefs. The results indicated that mastery experience, years of
teaching experience, administration support and university type were significantly
predicting the efficacy of instructional strategies that EFL teachers use. The
significant predictors for student engagement was found as mastery experience,
administration support and university type. The significant predictors of classroom
management were mastery experience and years of teaching experience.

Undergraduate major and support from the colleagues were not found significant.

Another study was done by Tschannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy (2007) on sources
of teacher efficacy beliefs. Bandura claims that a teacher’s efficacy belief is context
specific rather than a generalized expectancy (Tschannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy,
2007). Hence, school level variables such as the climate and how the school is
structured (positive atmosphere in the school), the leadership characteristics of the
principal (flexible and able to create a unifying purpose), the culture of the school or
how it affects the collective efficacy (addressing teachers’ needs and encouraging
innovation) will influence the level of teacher efficacy. Tschannen-Moran and
Woolfok Hoy’s study aimed to find out whether there were any differences between
novice and experienced teachers in terms of their sources of efficacy beliefs. 255
teachers were asked to complete “Teachers’ Sense of Efficacy Scale” (TSES) which
was developed by Tschannen-Moran and Woolfok Hoy (2001). The study revealed
that novice teachers tend to have lower self-efficacy beliefs than experienced
teachers in terms of efficacy for instructional strategies and efficacy for classroom
management, yet no significant difference in terms of efficacy for student
engagement. While experienced teachers’ self-efficacy was based mainly on mastery
experiences, novice teachers tend to rely more on contextual factors such as
interpersonal support or availability of teaching resources. Experienced teachers’
efficacy beliefs were more stable than new teachers’ as they had more mastery
experiences. It was suggested that if malleability of teachers’ efficacy beliefs early in
their education and if these efficacy beliefs are resistant to change once set can be
confirmed then pre-service and novice teachers should be given the necessary
support that they need to create strong self-efficacy beliefs.
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Woolfok Hoy and Spero (2005) aimed to report what changes pre-service teachers go
through from the early years of their teacher education till their induction. Gibson
and Dembo’s Teacher Efficacy Scale, Bandura’s assessment of Instructional Efficacy
were employed as multiple quantitative assessments of efficacy. An instrument was
also designed to find out about the specific context and goals of the preparation
program studied. 53 prospective teachers participated in the study. The efficacy
levels of the participants were assessed at the beginning of their preparation program,
at the end of student teaching and finally at the first year of their profession as a
teacher. It was found out that while prospective teachers’ teacher efficacy beliefs
increase significantly during their practice, they significantly decrease during the first
year of teaching. This decline was related to the contextual factors i.e. the level of
support that new teachers receive. Since pre-service teachers also lack mastery
experiences they are more affected by other sources of teacher efficacy. Therefore,
more research is needed to learn and find out how these sources be better employed
when educating pre-service teachers such as vicarious experiences, verbal persuasion

etc.

Knoblauch and Woolfok Hoy (2008) conducted a comprehensive study to find the
relationship between the setting, collective teacher efficacy and pre-service teachers’
efficacy beliefs. They wanted to find out how pre-service teachers’ efficacy beliefs
change after the practicum and how it varies according to the school context as well
as the effects of schools’ collective teacher efficacy beliefs and cooperative teacher’s
efficacy beliefs’ effects on pre-service teachers’ efficacy belief. 102 participants
completed the study. They were given Teacher Sense of Efficacy Scale (TSES,
Tschannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2001) and Collective Efficacy Scale for
identifying the perceptions of pre-service teachers about the collective teacher
efficacy of the school. They also completed the Perceived Cooperating Teacher’s
Efficacy Scale. Pre-service teachers were divided into three groups: those who are
teaching in rural, urban and suburban schools. It was hypothesized that urban school
pre-service teachers will have lower self-efficacy beliefs due to lack of resources and
challenging conditions. However, it was found that their efficacy beliefs also

improved like pre-service teachers in suburban and rural schools that have a more
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supportive context. It was claimed that when difficult tasks are successfully mastered
then this increases the efficacy belief of the pre-service teacher. All groups’ efficacy
beliefs increased at the end of the practicum. Urban school pre-service teachers
showed significantly lower perceived collective efficacy and perceived cooperating
teacher’s efficacy was found positively related to pre-service teachers’ efficacy

beliefs and its predictor as well.

Aslan (2013) and Tung Yiiksel (2010) investigated the relationship between language
teachers’ proficiency levels and self-efficacy beliefs and a positive correlation was
found between the two variables. Pekkanli Egel (2009) conducted a study on pre-
service teachers’ efficacy beliefs. She wanted to find out about student teachers’
efficacy mastery and their mentor and cooperating teacher’s role in the development
of their efficacy. The results showed that students’ efficacy beliefs are also affected
by their mentor teacher’s behavior. They were influential for representing an ideal

model for student teachers for vicarious experiences.

Another study on pre-service teachers was carried out by Rakicioglu (2005) on 456
prospective EFL teachers from different universities. The study aimed to identify the
epistemological beliefs and efficacy beliefs of pre-service teachers and whether there
was a relationship between them. Two different scales were used for these different
kinds of beliefs. It was revealed that there was a significant relationship between
gender, year at school and teacher efficacy; however, prospective teachers do not
find themselves ready for the teaching profession. There was no significant
relationship between their personal epistemological beliefs and age, gender and year
at school. Finally, it was found out that these two beliefs can affect each other

positively or negatively.

Bernadowski, Perry and Del Greco (2013) conducted a study to see the effects of
service learning on pre-service teachers’ efficacy when they participated in course-
connected activities and when they participated voluntarily in service learning
projects. The sample in the study consisted of 37 full time undergraduate early
childhood education majors. The participants formed three groups depending on the

course they choose. All of the participants were given a self-efficacy questionnaire
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before and after the course. They were also required to write a reflection on their
experience at the end of the course. The results revealed that when pre-service
teachers were given the opportunity to reflect on learning and connect what they
learnt in the course to real life situation they benefited far better than they could
when there was no transfer of knowledge, no reference or relationship made between
the content, teaching strategies or skills they learnt in the classroom. Hence, their
efficacy beliefs increased higher than those pre-service teachers who attended
voluntary projects with a slight chance of transferring what they know into real life.
Hence, it is of vital importance that pre-service teacher education curriculum should
provide reflection on the experience for the students and relating knowledge to

experience consciously.

Some studies on peer evaluation and perceptions of feedback receivers also exist in
literature. Sluijsmans et al. (2002) aimed to find out the effects of peer assessment
training on pre-service teachers’ performance. The experimental group received
training in defining performance criteria, giving feedback and writing assessment
reports while control group received no such training. The experimental group

outperformed the control group in terms of the quality of assessment skill.

Another study by Sluijsmans et al. (2003) carried out a study on training students on
self and peer evaluation among first year students of a primary teacher training
college in Netherlands. They wanted to find out whether students’ assessment skills
and writing reflection paper skills improved after training. The results were
significant. Students developed a positive attitude towards different aspects of

instruction and evaluation.

In her qualitative study, Gemmel (2003) searched for the effects of peer coaching
process that is implemented with traditional supervision model on ten pre-service
teachers’ reflective and instructional practices and their collaboration skills. It also
focused on the difficulties faced during the process in order to make necessary
changes to improve it. The results suggested that peer coaching process could
provide substantial contribution to teacher education programs as it encompassed

profound affective support for pre-service teachers, giving them a chance for
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reflective interactions. Peer observation helped them improve their effectiveness in
teaching, and develop their pedagogical skills. Peer feedback acted as a
complementary resource for pre-service teachers together with the feedback they
received from their mentor teachers and resource staff. Most of the participants in the
study had positive perceptions towards peer coaching experience. The results
revealed a need for further training on how to give negative critical feedback so that

they could be more honest with their peers.

Research has shown that feedback given on mastery of learning strategies positively
affected students’ self-efficacy beliefs (Zimmerman & Martinez-Pons, 1990).
Schunk and Rice’s study (1993) focused on the effects of feedback and goals on
students’ self-efficacy. The results revealed that progress feedback accompanied by

learning goals is useful for their self-efficacy.

Chan and Lam (2010) aimed at gathering empirical evidence on how teacher’s
feedback influences self-efficacy of students. In their study they focused on the
effects of different types of feedback on Chinese students’ self-efficacy in English
vocabulary acquisition. Feedback in this study was considered as an important source
of students’ mastery experiences and social persuasion which are two major sources
of self-efficacy beliefs. It was claimed that if students developed a strong sense of
self-efficacy then they were better embellished to progress with their own initiatives.
In their study, different types of feedback and their impact on self-efficacy were
investigated. They carried out two studies. In the first study, effects of summative
and formative feedback on self-efficacy were investigated. It was found out that even
though different feedback types (summative and formative) didn’t affect the
performance of Chinese students’ vocabulary learning performance, it actually
affected their self-efficacy levels. Students in the formative feedback group had
higher self-efficacy than students in the summative feedback group. The second
study focused on self-referenced and norm-referenced feedback. Although there was
no difference in performance level of the students in both groups, students in self-
referenced feedback group scored higher levels of self-efficacy than students in the
norm-referenced group. The results of this study suggest that teachers’ use of

formative feedback can improve students’ self-efficacy. Teachers should try to
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present strategies to improve themselves rather than just summarizing their
weaknesses and strengths at the end of their performance. They can make use of
verbal persuasion, giving pep talk to students and convince students that they are

capable of succeeding.

In her study, Wood (2011) studied formative feedback between the classroom
teachers and administrators. It was claimed that the influence of feedback on teacher
education could help to improve the desires and success level of teachers. Feedback
is essential for continuation of teacher education. Wood (2011) asserted that “if
teachers do not receive the feedback needed to develop goals and achieve in the
career, the challenge to do what it takes to make changes that lead to success could
become avoided.” (p.2). This might result in decrease in motivation and satisfaction
that also leads to failure in teaching. Wood tried to display the predictive relationship
of formative feedback to teacher efficacy and job satisfaction. She also focused on
the predictive relationship of self-efficacy of teachers to their job satisfaction. The
results showed that there was a significant predictive relationship between job
satisfaction and the style of feedback for new and experienced teachers. Multiple
regression analysis revealed a significant relationship between self-efficacy and
effect of formative feedback for experienced teachers but no significant relationship
for new teachers. Teachers with high efficacy had significantly higher means of job
satisfaction. She emphasized for further use of formative feedback to increase

teacher efficacy and satisfaction.

According to Fajet et al. (2005), pre-service teachers, who have 12 years of
schooling experience before coming to university, hold strong beliefs about teaching
profession. Hence, it was crucial to investigate their perceptions so that necessary
changes can be made to align the pre-service teacher education curriculum. In this
way, you can embellish them with pedagogical practices that they need when they
start teaching. Since people teach in the way they learn, it can be said that their pre-

service learning experiences shape the way they perceive how teaching should be.

Tavil’s (2014) study included 40 pre-service teachers doing their practicum. The
study wanted to find out the effects of keeping reflective e-journals on pre-service
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teachers’ self-efficacy. The results revealed that e-journals helped students to
increase their self-confidence, become more reflective which helped them embellish
with more effective teaching strategies. Tavil (2014) also stated that classical
practicum takes place as pre-service teachers get their feedback on their performance
from their trainers, without thinking about their experiences. The trainer has a very
dominant role and considered as the only source feedback. Reflection paves the way
to gain insight about teaching experiences. Peer feedback will also help gaining this
insight as the feedback giver should reflect not only on their partner’s performance
but also their own as well. The participants in her study took responsibility for their
own learning, increase their self-awareness, merge theory with practice with a deeper

understanding, and their efficacy was enhanced.

In her study, Neighbors (2012) wanted to find out about the effects of consistent
observational feedback provided to elementary school teachers who were working in
schools labeled as “in need of improvement” because of their low academic
performance. How their efficacy and motivation are affected to improve their
instructional delivery was studied. She claimed that when consistent observation is
embedded with consistent feedback, it becomes the most effective type of feedback
intervention. She aimed to highlight the relationship between efficacy, feedback and
motivation and how feedback could be used to improve the performance of teachers.
She found out that there was a significant relationship between feedback, self-
efficacy and motivation. When consistent feedback is provided to the participants, it
was internalized by them and helped them focus on their strengths, become aware of
what is expected from them and thus their efficacy level increased which in turn

motivated them to make necessary changes to improve their performance.

Goker (2006) conducted a study on the effects of peer coaching on pre-service
teachers’ self-efficacy beliefs and development of a number of identified
instructional skills. The control group received no training on peer coaching and
experienced traditional supervising visits during their practicum. On the other hand,
the experimental group received training in peer coaching. Both groups received
training in instructional skills. Both groups have taken Bandura’s General Efficacy

Scale as a pre and post-test. The results revealed a significant difference. Students in
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the experimental group exerted a better development in giving instructions and their
self-efficacy was significantly higher in post-test because peer coaching allowed
more focus and reflection on action, promoting autonomy and more freedom for the

pre-service teacher.

Akkuzu (2014) who studied Bandura’s sources of efficacy beliefs as different types
of feedback conducted a research on the role of feedback based on self-efficacy
belief sources in the reciprocal interaction of teaching performance and self-efficacy
beliefs. Carrying out a case study with six volunteer pre-service chemistry teachers,
she found out that different types of feedback which were based on self-efficacy
belief sources (mastery experiences, vicarious experiences etc.) had a direct
influence on participants’ self-efficacy beliefs and teaching performance asserting
that this type of practice helped participants gained a better understanding of their

and other teachers’ performance.

Even though various studies were carried out on peer feedback and pre-service
teacher efficacy, no study has been found on how different modes of feedback
(written and oral) were perceived by pre-service teachers or how different modes of
peer feedback influence teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers during their
practicum. Practicum gives pre-service teachers a chance to get to know about one’s
personal capabilities. Yet, if the pre-service teacher’s experience is a sink-0r-swim
situation, it would be harmful to his or her self-efficacy belief. They might be over-
friendly with students and lose the control of the class or be very strict and end up
disliking themselves as a teacher. They cannot grasp the complexity of the teaching
task at hand and their ability for multi-tasking. They are discouraged by the
discrepancy between the standards they have and their present performance. They
might end up lowering their standards to overcome this discrepancy. Therefore, pre-
service teacher education should involve increasing level of task difficulty in
different contexts and challenge them to gain mastery experiences while providing
them with the necessary feedback (Tschannen-Moran et al., 1998). Training on
giving effective peer feedback would help and motivate them to think about their
actions, identify their weaknesses and strengths and encourage them to cope with the

challenges they face. When they are trained in giving and receiving peer feedback,
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they will be more willing to cooperate and look for feedback from their colleagues
when they start their profession.

This study aimed to identify whether the efficacy beliefs of pre-service teachers
would change after peer feedback, whether there was a difference in both groups’
teacher efficacy levels, whether there was a difference between two groups who
received different modes of feedback. It also aimed to find out how written or oral
peer feedback given to pre-service teachers during their practicum is perceived by

pre-service teachers.
2.4. Summary of Literature Review

Various studies have been carried out on feedback and efficacy. A glance at the
literature revealed that quite a few studies focused on the changing efficacy beliefs of
teachers. As it was aforementioned, the efficacy beliefs of pre-service and new
teachers are most likely to change when compared to experienced teachers. Studies
by Knoblauch and Woolfok Hoy (2008), Lin and Gorrel (2001), Ng, Nicholas and
Williams (2010), Sahin and Atay (2010) and Woolfok and Spero (2005)
demonstrated that inexperienced teachers’ efficacy beliefs improve as they become
more experienced. Pekkanli Egel (2009) also put forward the effect of mentor teacher
on pre-service teachers’ efficacy belief, claiming that it was influential in forming
their beliefs. On the other hand, Ng, Nicholas and Williams’ study also revealed that
experienced teachers’ general teacher efficacy belief could also be enhanced when
proper training is provided. Hence, it could be stated that efficacy beliefs of teachers
could be subject to change whether they are experienced or not, however, early years
of teachers are more suitable for altering their beliefs.

On the other hand, some of the studies in literature focused on comparing the
efficacy beliefs of experienced and inexperienced teachers (Chan, 2008; Friedman,
2000; Sahin & Atay, 2010; Tschannen-Moran & Woolfok Hoy, 2007). According to
these studies, experienced teachers’ efficacy beliefs are based on their mastery
experiences. In fact, the more experienced they are the higher their efficacy beliefs

become. On the other hand, inexperienced teachers’ efficacy beliefs are mainly based
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on vicarious experiences as they lack mastery experiences. They have to dwell on the
context to improve their beliefs as well. Therefore, verbal persuasion such as support
from colleagues and principals play a vital role for them to improve their efficacy

beliefs.

The presented literature also included various studies on the relationship between
feedback and efficacy (Akkuzu, 2014; Chan & Lam, 2010; Goker, 2006; Neighbors,
2012; Wood, 2011). They focused on the effect of feedback on self-efficacy beliefs
of students and pre-service teachers. It was concluded that continuous formative

feedback increases the efficacy beliefs of feedback receivers.

Other factors that improve the efficacy beliefs are reflection on teaching experience
(Bernadowski, Perry & Del Greco, 2013; Tavil, 2014); competency in content
knowledge (Aslan, 2013; Swackhamer et al., 2009; Tung¢ Yiiksel, 2010) and quality
of pre-service teacher education (Fajet et al., 2005). Sluijsmans et al. (2002, 2003)
and Gemmel (2003) also highlighted the importance of peer feedback training on

forming positive attitudes towards feedback and improving assessment skills.

Hence, it could be stated that even though there have been various studies on teacher
efficacy and feedback, few studies focus on peer feedback and how it was perceived
and studies on peer feedback and its relation to efficacy is scarce as well.
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CHAPTER 111

METHOD

In this chapter, the research method will be described. With this aim in mind,
information about the overall research design, research questions, sampling, data
sources, data collection instruments, data collection procedures, and data analysis are
provided in detail to get a better understanding of the present research. Finally, the

limitations of the study are introduced.

3.1. Overall Design of the Study

In this study, there were a number of purposes aimed to be achieved. The first
purpose of the study was to find out whether there was a significant difference in
teacher efficacy levels of participants after they received peer feedback. Another
purpose was to identify whether there was a significant difference in teacher efficacy
levels of participants according to their peer feedback groups (OPF/WPF). It also
aimed to find out whether there was a significant difference between these two peer
feedback groups in terms of pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy before (pre-test)
and after (post-test) receiving peer feedback. The final purpose of this study was to
find out what the perceptions of pre-service ELT teachers were on different types of

peer feedback received (written and oral).

In order to answer these questions, the study employed a concurrent embedded

design, which is a type of mixed-methods design. There has been a growth of interest
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in mixed-methods research (Creswell, 2003; Creswell, 2012; Cohen, Manion, &
Morrison, 2003; Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). Creswell (2012) described mixed-

method approach strategies as:

...collecting data either simultaneously or sequentially to best understand the
research problem. The data collection also involves gathering both numeric
information (e.g. on instruments) as well as text information (e.g. interviews)
so that the final database represents both quantitative and qualitative
information. (p.21)

It is claimed that when both methods are combined together, they can provide a
better and comprehensive understanding of the research problem at hand than one of
the methods alone, and a more “‘ ‘complex’ picture of the phenomena’ can be
developed (Green & Caracelli as cited in Creswell, 2012, p.535). This type of design
provides a deeper understanding of the relationship between variables (Fraenkel &
Wallen, 2009). Creswell (2012) described concurrent embedded design as a type of
mixed-methods design, whose aim is “to collect quantitative and qualitative data
simultaneously or sequentially, but to have one form of data play a supportive role to
the other form of data” (p.544). In the process of embedded study work, the
researcher gathers both quantitative and qualitative data (e.g. experimental or
correlational study), then these data sets are analyzed separately dealing with
different research questions. This design’s strength lies within combining the
advantages of both quantitative and qualitative data. Recording the outcomes of the
experiment can better be done with quantitative data. And these two data bases
cannot be compared because they are addressing different research questions

(Creswell, 2012). Figure 3.1.displays the research design of the study.

The first three research questions consisted of the quantitative part of the study. In
order to answer these research questions, quantitative data obtained from EFL
Teacher Efficacy Scale (ETES) were statistically analyzed. Chiang’s (2008) ETES
scale was used to measure the self-efficacy of pre-service language teachers
(Appendix B). This scale includes aspects of foreign language teaching (such as
vocabulary or grammar teaching); therefore, it is more suitable for the context of the
study when compared to other scales that were prepared for general teaching

practices.
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The last research question aimed to identify how pre-service teachers perceived
different modes of peer feedback, whether there was a difference in the way they
perceive written or oral peer feedback. Qualitative data was collected through two
different research instruments, i.e. e-journals that participants kept during their
teaching practice and semi-structured group interviews after participants completed
their teaching practice. The questions in e-journals and semi-structured group
interviews were prepared and determined in line with the literature and expert
opinions. In this way, the views of participants were obtained in order to identify

their perceptions about different modes of peer feedback.

The overall design of the study is presented in Figure 3.2. It was believed that
including both qualitative and quantitative data resources provide multiple
perspectives and a deeper insight to the research problems. It will also provide

triangulation of the research as well.

3.2. Research Questions
For this reason, the following research questions are formulated:

1. Is there a significant difference between pre and post efficacy levels of pre-
service teachers who were subjected to peer feedback?
2. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given different modes of peer feedback?
a. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given oral peer feedback?
b. Is there a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service
teachers who were given written peer feedback?
3. s there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written Peer
Feedback groups in terms of their teacher efficacy levels?
a. Is there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written

Peer Feedback groups in terms of their pre-test teacher efficacy levels?
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b. Is there a significant difference between Oral Peer Feedback and Written
Peer Feedback groups in terms of their post-test teacher efficacy levels?
4. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on different modes of peer
feedback?
a. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on Written Peer
Feedback?

b. What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on Oral Peer Feedback?

3.3. Research Context

This study took place in ELT department of Education Faculty of Gazi University in
Ankara, Turkey. It is a state university that has a one—year compulsory English
preparatory class for language proficiency and four year English Language Teacher
education program. It aims to educate English Language teachers for private and
public schools for K-12 as well as English instructors for private and state
universities. The students who enroll in this program are accepted to this department
through taking LYS (Lisans Yerlestirme Sinavi/Undergraduate Placement
Examination), a nation-wide high stakes university entrance exam, by getting the
required score. This exam focuses on the language proficiency of the students. The
majority of the students are female and they mostly come from Anatolian Teacher
High Schools and Anatolian High Schools.

During the school year of 2014-2015, the researcher taught a year-long compulsory
practicum course that was given to senior year classes, consisting of two courses:
Yi405MB School Experience course was given to pre-service teachers in the fall
term and the follow up course, YI404MB Teaching Practice course was given to pre-
service teachers in the spring term. During the fall semester, pre-service teachers
were required to visit a public school in Ankara. They visited the school for three
hours every week, observing different classes and their cooperating teachers and
carrying out tasks related to their observation, for instance, examining the exam or

worksheet that the cooperating teacher prepared and analyzed it according to
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students’ level or needs, or discussed the exam results, observed cooperating teacher

in terms of classroom management and identified problem solving behaviors etc.

In YI404MB Teaching Practice course that took place during the spring semester,
pre-service teachers were required to attend to real classes and teach real students.
Teaching Practice was the final phase of the teacher education programs in which
pre-service teachers took responsibility of a real class under the supervision of the
cooperating teacher and university supervisor. During YI404MB Teaching Practice
lesson, the prospective teachers had a chance to integrate knowledge and experience

and relate theory with practice.

Yi404MB Teaching Practice course is described as “Acquiring teaching skills in real
classrooms and teaching a planned lesson well by spending one full day or two half
days a week.” It also includes two hours weekly teaching practice seminar to share
teaching experiences and helps relating teaching practice to theory (“Ingiliz Dili
Egitimi Anabilim Dali” n.d. Yi404MB Ogretmenlik Uygulamast section, para.1). All
of the pre service teachers had a chance to teach for one hour at a specific class each
week for 12 weeks. The cooperating teacher from the public school and the
supervisor from the university work together with the pre-service teacher during the
course. The cooperating teacher observed the pre-service teacher every week, giving
feedback to the pre-service teacher about their weekly performance, helping and
guiding them to prepare lesson plans. The university supervisor observed all of the
participants at least once or twice during the whole term while they were teaching in
the class and gave them feedback in both written form right after teaching
performance and face-to-face form in the following seminar lesson at the education

faculty.

3.3.1. Peer Feedback Training

Participants in this study went through a special peer feedback training which was
considered as fundamental and indispensable part of the study. The aim of the

training was teaching participants about the effective use of peer feedback and
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guiding them to use deliberate and influential language while giving feedback. After
each group and their participants were determined, a three-week (9 hours) peer
feedback training was provided to them (Appendix F). Sluijsmans, Moerkerke, Van
Merriénboer and Dochy (2001) asserted that training was necessary to overcome
evaluation errors. PPT slides were prepared, and class notes were provided to
participants before the training starts. The first week of the training included
theoretical background for the study, participants were introduced to the definition of
feedback, the difference between criticism and constructive criticism, what should be
included in feedback content and what the effective feedback strategies were (timing,
amount, content and focus, comparison, function, and valance). The second week of
the training focused more on practice and included information on how to give
effective feedback (clarity, specificity and tone), giving feedback at different levels
(task level, process level, self-regulation level and self-level) and the elements of
giving peer feedback which consisted the most important part of training. It was
based on the study of McAllister and Neubert (1995, pp.84-87). They defined four

elements in giving feedback:

1. Praise comments: They are the statements of approval. It is about what the
teacher did well related to the skill chosen and observed and why this
teaching behavior is effective. They explain why some specific behavior is
praised, providing reason for the success of that behavior. They improve the
ego of the pre-service teacher. For example: “The positive reinforcement you
used throughout the lesson was good. It encouraged the students to
participate in the discussion.” “I also thought that discussing vocabulary
words before the story helped students understand the reading material
better.”

2. Clarifying Questions: These are the questions that the feedback giver asks to
feedback receiver because he or she doesn’t understand something that
happened during the lesson or during the peer feedback session. It requires
the pre-service teacher to reflect on why they choose to do something, and
forces them to give a reason/rationale for their behavior. In some cases,

asking clarifying questions helps the feedback receiver realize that his or her
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behavior/plan/activity was not appropriate for that class as his or her partner
asks for the reason of his specific behavior.

3. Leading questions: These questions are the feedback giver’s suggestions or
recommendations for improvement as something happened in the class was
not as good as it was expected. But they are stated in question form because
the aim is to encourage not to command. “Do you think ...?” “What would
happen if ...?" “Could you have ...?”

4. Eliciting Questions: They are the questions that feedback giver asks to
encourage the feedback receiver explore alternatives or options. They are
designed to encourage the pre-service teacher to be an active learner and to
reflect on choices. They are especially useful to encourage pre-service
teachers to remember instructional strategies they have learned in
methodology classes. Eliciting questions often begins like the following: “Is
there another way you might have...?” “Did we learn any strategies in our
methodology courses that might be appropriate/useful for ...?”" “Is there
anything you might have done differently if you were to repeat the lesson?”

“How else might the students ...”"

All of these elements form PQP (Praise-Question-Polish) format: Praise includes
praise comments, Question includes clarifying and elicitation questions, and Polish
includes leading questions. Participants were provided with real-case scenarios in
which there were rich descriptions and examples of PQP format. The language that
was used during peer feedback was especially highlighted and some worksheets were
provided to participants so that they can practice and identify the elements (whether
they are praise comments, clarifying, elicitation or leading questions) of peer
feedback. They were also given poor examples of PQP format and asked to change

and improve the statements.

Last week of the training especially focused on hands-on experience in which pre-
service teachers watched videos of previously presented demos in other methodology
classes. By using Thinking Aloud Protocol (TAP), the instructor modeled PQP
format for the participants. As they were watching the video, the instructor identified

the teaching performances that required PQP feedback. By saying her thoughts out
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loud, she exemplified which behaviors to focus on, described the event objectively,
then she displayed the language necessary while using PQP format. Then the
participants watched other videos on which they practiced PQP format together with
the trainer. First, they make their own version of peer feedback, then they worked in
pairs, then pairs compared their work with other pairs, finally they shared their peer
feedback with the class. The whole class discussed on the group’s feedback and gave
suggestions to improve feedback if needed. In this way, it is believed that
participants were given a chance to have hands-on practice by observing micro
teaching sessions and providing actual feedback to these sessions. Appendix F
provides the lesson plan for peer feedback training.

3.4. Participants
In order to answer the research questions, purposeful sampling was used:

In purposive sampling, often (but by no means exclusively) a feature of
qualitative research, researchers handpick the cases to be included in the
sample, on the basis of their judgement of their typicality or possession of the
particular characteristics being sought. In this way, they build a sample that is
satisfactory to their specific needs. (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2007,
pp.114-115)

Among purposeful sampling types, homogeneous sampling was employed. In
homogenous sampling participants “... possess a similar trait or characteristic ... the
researcher purposefully samples individuals or sites based on the membership in a
subgroup that has defining characteristics” (Creswell, 2005, p.206). Since the
research focused on the pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy levels and their
perceptions on peer feedback during practicum, the researcher had a specific
population in mind possessing these characteristics. It is believed that this specific

group will provide necessary data for the research (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009).

In this study, the target group was pre-service ELT teachers who are in their final
year of study and were taking practicum courses. Among the 12 senior year ELT

classes and their students who registered to Yi404MB Teaching Practice Course
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during 2014-2015 education year in spring term at Gazi University, Ankara, one of
these 12 classes included 26 pre-service ELT teachers who were at their senior year

at Gazi University, Ankara.

The research was conducted during 2014-2015 spring term, when the participants
were taking their Yi404MB Teaching Practice Course, which was a follow-up course
to Yi405MB School Experience course and it provided real classroom experience to
pre-service teachers. There were actually 30 students in this class. However, 3 of the
students were repeating the class and they did not want to participate in the study.
Since participation was not compulsory, they were excluded. As the study was based
on pair work and there were an odd number of participants in the study, one student
who was also a pair to one of the repeating students didn’t participate in the study,
but carried out his practicum together with his partner who was a repeat student. The
other two repeat students also carried out their practicum, but they did not attend to
peer feedback training or did not perform the tasks required during the study. They

only accomplished the requirements of Yi404MB Teaching Practice course.

There were a total of 4 male students and 22 female students in the present study.
The participants were generally in their early twenties, however, there were older
students in the class as well. None of the participants had a teaching experience prior

to the study.

In order to determine OPF and WPF groups, participants were grouped into two sub-
groups depending on their GPA scores. Those students whose GPA score were above
3.00 consisted one group (GPA high, n = 11) and those students whose GPA scores
were below 3.00 consisted another group (GPA low, n = 13). However, there were
two Farabi exchange students in the class whose GPA scores were unknown as they
were coming from other universities. Therefore, they were not included in these
groups and they form one pair by themselves. The names of the students from each
group (GPA high and GPA low) were put into two different boxes. GPA high group
was asked to draw their partner’s names from the box that consisted of the names of
students from GPA low group. In this way they randomly chose their partners. The

reason for this kind of matching was based on the research findings that the
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outcomes are more positive when peers form a dyadic relation with a less competent
partner and a competent partner. In other words, when there are asymmetrical
interactions as Vygotsky proposed, a more competent development is ensured (as
cited in Wentzel & Watkins, 2011). As the number of students in each group was not
even, one pair of students were both from GPA low group while all the other pairs
consist of one GPA high and one GPA low student except for the Farabi exchange

students’ pair.

After the pairs were formed according to their GPA levels, 14 strips of papers were
prepared, 7 of them said ‘Written’ and the other 7 said ‘Oral’. There were a total of
13 pairs, however, in order to provide equal chance of selecting either ‘Written’ or
‘Oral’ group, 14 strips were prepared. GPA low students were invited to draw their
lot from the box. In the end, there were 7 Written Peer Feedback pairs and 6 Oral
Peer Feedback pairs i.e. there were a total of 12 pre-service teachers, in the OPF
group, and there were 14 pre-service teachers in WPF group, reaching to a total of 26

participants.

3.5. Data Collection Instruments

In this study, the data were collected through EFL Teacher Efficacy Scale (ETES), e-
journals and semi-structured group interviews in order to answer the research

questions.

3.5.1. Teacher Efficacy Scale

The main data collection instrument to find out about the teacher efficacy levels of
pre-service teachers was decided upon choosing among various teacher efficacy
scales. There are various scales that have been developed and used to identify the
efficacy levels of teachers (Ashton, Buhr & Crocker, 1984; Bandura, 1997; Gibson &
Dembo, 1984; Guskey, 1981; Rose & Medway 1981, Rotter, 1966; Tchannen-Moran

& Woolfok Hoy, 2001). The teacher efficacy scale studies carried out so far all
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focus on measuring teacher efficacy bearing general expressions applicable to all
practices of teaching. Some of these scales were adapted depending on the purpose
of the researcher (Gencer & Cakiroglu, 2007). However, a detailed review of
literature and the meta-analysis study carried out by Wyatt (2014) on more than a
hundred researches on teacher efficacy revealed that Chiang’s (2008) EFL Teacher
Efficacy Scale (ETES) was the most suitable one for the present study as it covers
items related to both general teacher and language teacher efficacy. It had been
specifically and purposefully developed for use with foreign language teachers.
Chiang’s scale includes items that addresses field-specific issues, i.e. expressions
cover language teaching related issues such as “Teach vocabulary effectively and
interestingly”, “Connect English with students’ life”, “Give students concrete
experiences in learning English”. Therefore, being the most suitable scale for the
purpose of this study, Chiang’s (2008) ETES scale was chosen as an instrument to
assess the teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers in this study.

The ETES scale consists of 30 items and 3 subscales: Management (8 items),
Planning (11 items) and Instruction (11 items) (Appendix B). The sample items for
each dimension are respectively “Control disruptive behaviors in class,” “Give
students concrete experiences in learning English,” and “Implement a variety of
language teaching strategies”. The items are to be rated on a 4 point Likert Scale
ranging from “strongly disagree (1)” to “strongly agree (4)”. Cohen, Manion and
Morrison (2007) stated that rating scales like Likert scales are “...very useful device
for the researcher as they build in a degree of sensitivity and differentiation of
response while still generating numbers” (p.325). Rating scales are quite common in

research because:

...they combine the opportunity for a flexible response with the ability to
determine frequencies, correlations and other forms of quantitative analysis.
They afford the researcher the freedom to fuse measurement with opinion
quality and quantity. (Cohen, Manion, and Morrison, 2007, p.327)

Despite these advantages, there have been a number of limitations as well. One of the
limitations of rating scales is, that there is no way we can check whether the
participant is telling the truth or not (Cohen, Manion, and Morrison, 2007). This
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limitation was tried to be overcome by the use of e-journals that participants wrote. A
difference in their efficacy could also be detected in the incidents, ideas, feelings
they were reflecting on in e-journals. Another limitation of rating scales is
participants generally have a tendency to choose the mid-point, wishing not to be
extremists on either side in odd-number items (Cohen, Manion, and Morrison, 2007).
Even though it is quite common to see odd number options in Likert scales it is also
possible to see them in even numbers (Clason & Dormody, 1994; Jamieson, 2004).
ETES Scale was designed in 4 point Likert scale, so this limitation was avoided as

well.

Chiang (2008) found a high reliability for the overall scale (0.92). Tavil (2014) also
employed this scale in her study in Turkey which included 40 pre-service EFL
teachers doing their practicum. In fact, the study was carried out in the same
department that the researcher is working. The study wanted to find out the effects of
keeping reflective e-journals on pre-service teachers’ self-efficacy. Since the scale
was already used in Turkish context, even in the same context with the researcher of

this study, no pilot study was carried out to measure the reliability of the scale.
3.5.2. Validity and Reliability of ETES

Some precautions were also taken into consideration as evidence for validity. In
order to avoid internal validity threat, same procedures were provided at the
administration of both pre and post-test ETES (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). First of
all, when questionnaires were administered, researcher was at present to clarify
Questions in participants’ minds. A relaxed atmosphere was created so that they felt
free to ask questions. Participants were given enough time to complete the
questionnaire comfortably. It was ensured that all the participants took ETES scale
in both occasions in order to avoid mortality threat as the sample size is small
(Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). It was believed that researcher’s engagement in the field
with participants was long enough so that she was regarded as a natural part of the
context which increased the credibility and validity of the data (Cohen, Manion &
Morrison, 2003).
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3.5.3. E-Journals

Journal is a valuable data collection type as it provides data that participants focus on
and gives though about it (Creswell, 2003). All of the participants in this study were
asked to keep e-journals. The pre-service teachers in both OPF and WPF groups
were required to write reflections about their feedback giving/receiving experience in
their e-journals for 8 weeks that they taught.

In order to prepare the questions in e-journals, a review of literature was carried out
about the effects of journals on learners and how it helped them improve themselves
and become more reflective in their learning (Lee, 2007; Tavil, 2014). Then a list of
questions was formed keeping the research questions in mind. These questions were
reviewed by two instructors working at the ELT department who were familiar with
pre-service teacher education. Necessary changes were made to avoid repetitions.
Face validity is described as “...whether the questions asked look as if they are
measuring what they claim to measure” (Cohen, Manion, Morrison, 2007, p.150). So
these questions were reviewed by an instructor at Turkish Language Teaching
department in order to check for clarity and improve the face validity as the
questions were in Turkish. The participants were assured that neither themselves nor
their partners would be assessed according to their e-journals so that participants
would not give favorable answers to pass the course It must be noted that validity in
qualitative research could be dealt with “honesty, depth, richness and the scope of the
data achieved” (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003, p.105), yet a certain level of
subjectivity is expected no matter what. The absence of the researcher while
participants were writing their e-journals, and the prolonged process (for 8 weeks
they taught) of writing them might provide a certain degree of validity and reliability

of the journals.

The pre-service teachers were provided with a list of questions that consisted of two
parts (Appendix D). The first part of the questions deal with the peer feedback giving
experience in which participants were asked about whether they refrained from
giving peer feedback to each other. The aim was to identify how open and willing

they were to give peer feedback to each other. Another question was about their
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feelings in order to find out how the peer feedback giving experience made them feel
and whether there had been a change in their feelings throughout the research. The
final questions dealt with the peer feedback focus and the reason for that focus. The
aim was to find out what pre-service teachers pay attention to most while giving peer
feedback and what was the underlying reason behind it i.e. whether they can
rationalize their preference such as they think their partner needs to improve herself

or himself on a specific point.

The second part of the e-journal deals with feedback receiving experience. It was
believed that as participants assume a more active role and they are more in control
in giving feedback, on the other hand, it was believed that receiving feedback
requires a passive role. The aim was also finding out about their perceptions about
peer feedback. The first question dealt with participants’ feelings about receiving
peer feedback. Another question asked participants their opinion about peer
feedback. The aim was to ensure that participants evaluate their partner’s peer
feedback critically and explain which part of peer feedback they found useful or not
useful. The final question dealt with whether the participant would make any
difference in their teaching with regards to the peer feedback they received. It was
believed that the participants would be made to think about the peer feedback and
how they might put it into practice if they found it beneficial rather than leave it in
theory, or rationalize themselves about not exploiting the peer feedback that they

found not useful.

There were a total of 206 e-journal entries (8 e-journals for each of 26 pre-service
teachers). However, one pair in OPF group didn’t give their last OPF and week 8™ e-
journal because they had personal problems with each other and asked not to give
their final peer feedback, and their e-journals which will be discussed later. These
journals helped pre-service teachers reflect on their teaching experiences, and most
importantly, to reflect on what they thought and how they felt while giving written or

oral feedback to their peers.
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3.5.3.1. Trustworthiness

In qualitative research, trustworthiness is evaluated by two interrelated criteria “First,
does the study conform to standards for acceptable and competent practice? Second,
has it been ethically conducted with sensitivity to the politics of the topic and
setting?” (Rossman & Rallis, 1998, p.43). Even though reliability, validity,
generalizability and objectivity are concepts within the quantitative research,
qualitative research also has its standards for practice: “the accuracy of what is
reported (its truth value), the methodology used to generate findings (its rigor), and
the usefulness of the study (its generalizability and significance)” (Rossman &
Rallis, 1998, p.44). One of the ways to ensure the truth claims of qualitative research
is to collect data over a period of time rather than just once in time. It was believed
that e-journals could fulfill this as they were collected over a 14 week-period.
Participants kept an e-journal entry for each week that they taught reaching to a total
of 8 weeks. Hence, a better glimpse of their perception was recorded extending over
a period of time rather than being collected in one shot manner (Rossman & Rallis,
1998).

Secondly, e-journals were thoroughly read a number of times to be able to accurately
report the data. Codes were formed when repeating patterns or ideas were identified.
And categories were formed according to each question given in e-journals. After the
categories were formed codes were checked again to avoid overlapping. The
reliability of the data obtained from the e-journals were checked by using inter-coder
reliability. It is defined as “a measure of agreement among multiple coders for how
they apply codes to text data” (Kurasaki, 2000, p.179). Fifteen of the journals were
randomly selected and they were given to two other colleagues. The codes and
categories that they created were also compared to researcher’s. A high parallelism
and similarity existed across the coders. Suggestions made by other coders were also
taken into consideration and necessary alterations were made to change the names of
some of the codes and categories that represented the data better. Some codes were
made redundant as they were found irrelevant to answer the research questions. As
meaningful data chunks were identified, isolated, grouped and regrouped for close

examination, the final results were reached (Creswell, 2003).
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Thirdly, the researcher also shared all the codes and categories obtained from the e-
journals with the supervisor. Their appropriateness and propriety were checked and
whether these codes and categories had high-inference and reflection or not was
identified. During the reporting of the results, quotes from these e-journals were used

evidences to support the analysis (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007).

Descriptive validity (Maxwell as cited in Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003) was
ensured by giving the factual accuracy of the account of events in the e-journals
without making it up. Selective use of data was avoided and all ideas that were
repeated or worth mentioning no matter whether they were negative or positive in the

e-journals were represented in the results.

3.5.4. Semi-Structured Group Interviews

Another instrument that provided fundamental source of data was the semi-structured
group interviews that were conducted with prospective teachers in order to get a
deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the perceptions of pre-service
teachers’ on peer feedback. They are considered necessary for evaluation since the
interactions in group interviews provide a richer and deeper insight to the data
obtained than the data obtained from one-to-one interviews (Cohen, Manion &
Morrison, 2003). An advantage of group interviews is there is a higher probability
for discussion to develop, therefore, producing a wide range of responses. It also
helps the researcher avoid being seen as an authority figure (Cohen, Manion &
Morrison, 2003). Although Creswell (2003) listed one of the limitations of group
interviews as “ ‘indirect’ information filtered through the views of the interviewee”
(p.186). This is deemed as an advantage rather than a limitation, since the aim of the
study is to portray the perceptions of the prospective teachers on peer feedback. How
the concept of peer feedback is identified through their lenses is aimed to be
revealed. Furthermore, the semi-structured nature of data collected from group
interviews ensured a flexible structure and provided researcher a chance to explore
further information when needed (Yildirim & Simsek, 2006).
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In the first stage, questions were formed by the researcher, the total number of
questions was twenty keeping the research questions and related literature in mind.
The type of questions included in the interview were experience questions (to
identify participants’ experience in relation to peer feedback process), opinion
questions that aimed to reveal their thoughts about peer feedback experience, feelings
questions that tried to find out their emotional responses to peer feedback process
(Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009). Since the number of participants was quite limited, no
pilot study was carried out, and the questions could not be given to other students in
the department as they did not have peer feedback experience. Therefore, this
limitation was tried to be overcome by expert opinions. These questions were shown
to two instructors, under their supervision, some of the questions were made
redundant in order to avoid repetitiveness and some of them were reworded and the
number of questions was decreased to ten questions (Appendix E). Then another
colleague from Turkish Language Teaching department was consulted as the
interview questions were in Turkish to check for clarity and to find out whether the
questions were easily understood in the same way by each interviewee. The wording
of the questions was especially checked to ensure that they are free of bias or
favoring a specific attitude.

The aim of the questions was to reveal a deeper understanding of the perceptions of
participants on peer feedback and triangulate the data gathered from other sources.

The steps are presented below:

Review of . Final version

literature & tilés}tn(tjgs\]}ec\)/rl Expert of the
Research form opinions interview
questions form

Figure 3.3. Development of Interview Process

77



The interview consisted of ten open-ended questions that aimed to answer the last
research question by identifying each group’s participants’ perceptions about peer
feedback (Appendix E). The questions required participants to evaluate the whole
experience, state their attitudes towards peer feedback, whether they benefited from
the experience or not, their suggestions for improvement, future willingness for peer
feedback and preference for feedback type. The first question of the interview
required participants to evaluate the whole experience. The aim of asking this
question was to find out about the changing perspectives of prospective teachers and
make a comparison with the beginning and end of the semester. The second question
asked about the difficulties that participants faced while giving and receiving peer
feedback while the third question dealt with whether they had benefited from giving
and receiving peer feedback. The reason for asking these questions was to clarify the
struggles that they experienced during the process that was associated with peer
feedback and also to identify whether they had gained benefit from this experience or
not and if so determine what these benefits might be. Fourth and fifth question asked
participants to express what they liked the most and the least about giving and
receiving peer feedback. The aim of asking these questions was to specify the
positive and negative beliefs that they held about peer feedback after this experience.
The sixth question dealt with identifying the effect whole experience on participants’
teaching performance. The reason for asking this question is to designate how they
perceived peer feedback’s effect on their teaching. The seventh question aimed at
getting the suggestions of the participant for the design of the procedure if they have
any. It is believed that the answers obtained from this question would be beneficial in
terms of improving the quality of the peer feedback experience for future studies.
The eighth question asked participants whether they would be willing to give and
receive feedback from their colleagues when they start their profession. The aim of
asking this question is to clarify whether participants hold a positive or negative
stance towards peer feedback and find out about their future orientations for it. The
ninth question asked about the participants’ ideas about different types of feedback
such as teacher feedback when compared to peer feedback. The aim of asking this

question was to find out about their perceptions about peer feedback and how they
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placed or valued peer feedback when compared to other types of feedback. The last
question dealt with further comments that participants would like to make.

The semi-structured group interviews were carried out with 4 different groups.
Before the interview, all participants were asked to join to it. One of the participants
stated that she couldn’t attend for personal reasons; another one stated that she had
some health problems and couldn’t participate on the day of the interview and
another one missed the interview as she remembered the hour of the interview
incorrectly, and could not be reached before the interview. There were 2 interviews
with OPF group (n = 5+6 = 11) and 2 interviews with WPF group (n = 6+6 = 12).
The interviews were designed in such a way that no participant was in the same
group with their partner so that they could answer questions honestly without feeling
ashamed or hesitant to answer the questions in the presence of their partner which
also increases the reliability of their answers. The interviews were semi-structured
so that there could be room for asking additional questions in order to get in depth

information. Each interview lasted approximately 75 minutes.

3.5.4.1. Trustworthiness

For the trustworthiness of the study, validity and reliability of the interview were
handled with care. Validity is ensured when findings accurately or objectively
describe the phenomena being researched (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003).
However, it must be noted that qualitative data bears an inevitable degree of
subjectivity as the subjects give their opinions, attitudes and perspectives which
creates a certain level of bias. Therefore, validity should be regarded as a matter of
degree rather than a certainty (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003). For qualitative
studies, reliability is described as “a fit between what they (researcher) record as data
and what actually occurs in the setting under the study.” (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007,
p.40).

In order to ensure validity and reliability, some steps were taken during the interview

process. The researcher’s professional position as a collector of data could have
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caused the participants to regard her as an evaluator and potentially not showing their
true colors. In order to avoid this situation, a good rapport between the researcher
and participants was ensured. Since the researcher had been the instructor of the
participants for over 2 years in various methodology and language courses, they were
familiar with her. Hence, it was believed that the reduction of observer effects was
ensured by staying in the situation long enough so that the researcher’s presence was
taken for granted in order to strengthen the internal validity (Cohen, Manion &
Morrison, 2003). The researcher spent quality time with participants as well in and
out of the school context and conversed informally with them. In this way, the
difference between the researcher and the participants tried to be minimized. Besides,
as the researcher had been teaching in the department for approximately thirteen
years she was able to understand and interpret participants’ behavior as she was
familiar with the process (the courses they took, the challenges they face during their
education etc.) they have been through. All the interviews were carried out in the
same meeting room that was away from various noises or sources of disruption. It is

believed that these circumstances improved the credibility of the data.

Before each interview, the interviewees were made sure that their names would be
kept anonymous and confidential during the reporting of the study. During the
interviews, an honest and welcoming approach to all types of answers and attitudes
was adopted in order to make participants feel at ease and give honest results, not
favoring the researcher. It was carried out in a conversational style in order to refrain
from creating a sense of hierarchy. It was believed that employing such an approach
would encourage them to reveal their ideas, thoughts and feelings candidly. The
answers obtained from the participants were believed to reflect the truth as
participants expressed both positive and negative aspects of the process as well as
their struggles, burden of the process on them, what they liked or did not like about
the process. The same questions were asked to all groups in the same order. The
attitudes towards interviewees were neutral. Each interviewee was given a chance to
answer the questions; if they did not want to comment on the question they were not
forced. Further questions were asked to clarify the points where the answers they
gave were not clear (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007; Yildirim & Simsek, 2006).
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The researcher paid attention to use a clear language and create such an atmosphere
that participants could say what they wanted to say in its entirety and in their own
time and way. In order to have the role of good interviewer, she held a sensitive
approach using emphatic responses; she communicated her personal interest and
attention to the participants using non-verbal language such as nodding or mimics
and gestures and made use of active listening skills (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). She
was alert in case the topic went off the point and helped the interviewees to return
back to the point during the interviews. She tried to be critical, questioning the
reliability of what interviewees said and remembered, related and restated what had
been said earlier in interviews, and interpreted by asking questions in order to clarify,

confirm or disconfirm what they had said (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003).

All transcripts were carried out by the researcher herself in order to avoid missing
information. During the transcription process, each interview was titled; the date and
each interviewee’s name in every group were noted in order not to confuse

interviews with each other and to identify who attended the interviews.

After the transcriptions were finished, the researcher browsed through transcriptions
a number of times. During these browses, certain words, expressions, ways of
thinking and events reoccurred throughout the text. Specific phrases that subjects
used to describe their perspectives were designated. These repeated expressions and
patterns were identified and their frequency was counted. These items were put into
codes. A large number of codes were obtained and then these codes were put under a
smaller number of categories. Some of these codes were made redundant as they did
not fall under any categories. After codes were formed, the transcripts were browsed
again and checked once more to assign codes clearly under specific categories, to
avoid overlapping codes and to identify which part of the text belongs to which

category better.

Upon the completion of transcribing and creating codes and categories, inter-coder
reliability was also checked for the data obtained from the interviews. One of the
interviews was randomly selected and its transcription was shared with two other

colleagues. The codes and categories that they created were compared to the
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researcher’s codes and categories to check for consistency. It was found out that a
high parallelism and similarity existed across the coders. Depending on the results
obtained from other coders, the name of some of the codes and categories were
changed several times when better ones were found that represented the data more

precisely after comparing the results with other coders.

The researcher also shared all the codes and categories obtained from the semi-
structured group interviews with the supervisor in order to check for their
appropriateness and propriety and find out whether they had high-inference and
reflection. During the reporting of the results, quotes from these interviews were
used as evidences to support the analysis (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007).

Lastly, for external validity, in order to provide comparability and transferability of
the study to other contexts a detailed and in depth description of the research was
provided so that if anyone was interested in transferability, then they would have a
solid framework so that they could make a comparison (Cohen, Manion &Morrison,
2003, Creswell, 2003)

3.6. Data Collection Procedures

First of all, permission was obtained from Ethics Committee of METU Graduate
School of Social Sciences for application of the ETES, e-journal and interview
questions (Appendix B). Then permission from professor Chiang was obtained in

order to use ETES scale in the research.

At the beginning of the term the participants received a three-week peer feedback
training that consisted of three hours of training every week reaching to a total of
nine hours. The detailed description of the training will be explained in the coming

section.

For each observation they made, the participants were asked to choose a specific
focus. Since they are neophytes in doing observation, it was thought it would be

better for them to choose a focus for observation so that they would not be lost in the
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myriad of events in the classroom. Robbins (1991) asserted that it should be teachers
who decide on the focus, otherwise, some aspects of the lesson that the teacher was
curious about might be left unaddressed. Brinko (1990) also claimed that choosing a
focus for feedback helps avoiding a superficial analysis of teaching. For
effectiveness and sustainability, feedback should have a deliberate focus that matters
personally to the teacher. They were not forced to choose a specific focus but a list of
topics for classroom observation was provided to participants in case they needed

some direction (Appendix C).

Pre-service teachers had to take notes during the lesson while they were observing
their partner. They made use of these observation notes to give feedback to their
partners both in oral and written groups. At the very beginning of the term, it was
planned that the pre-service teachers would video tape their partner during their
teaching experience in Teaching Practice lesson so that they can observe their partner
freely during the lesson and return back to the video so as to take notes for their peer
feedback more comfortably and notice things that they missed during their
observation in the class. However, according to the recent decision of MONE
numbered 63055260/10/6928168 dated 25.12.2014, the use of video and voice
recordings is totally forbidden in the classrooms. Therefore, they had to take notes

during classroom observation.

During the training, participants were required to give a summary of the
chronological order of events that happened in the classroom in their feedback. Since
they were not allowed to use video recording, it would be difficult to remember all of
the events in the classroom. It was believed that following this format would help
them remember or visualize the events better. They also had to make use of the PQP
(Praise-Question-Polish) format in their peer feedback to write or talk about things
happened in the class that went really well, that needs further improvement, which
was unclear for the observer or that forced the performer look for alternatives of their

own actions.

Participants were provided with instructions on how to carry out the peer feedback

process. A detailed description of the process was provided (the amount and
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frequency of peer feedback, sharing of lesson plans before the lesson, determining
feedback focus, taking notes etc.) with an emphasis on using PQP format.

The duration of the study was planned as ten weeks. Unfortunately, there were a lot

1% of

of official holidays (23™ of April National Sovereignty and Children’s Day,
May, Labor Day, 19" May The Commemoration of Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day).
Since the study was conducted in an Anatolian High School, there were common
exam days on which other lessons are cancelled. The cancellation of school lessons
for the common exams was quite a common case in English classes as well. There
were also meetings or conferences held at school that students had to participate;
therefore, students didn’t attend to the classes or most often English lessons were
cancelled as well (For instance, 18" March, Celebration of the Victory of Canakkale
War). Hence, it was very difficult to reach to the same number of observations for
every pair. For this reason, the feedback sessions were kept to a minimum of eight
hours for each pair in all of the groups. While some pairs taught more than eight
hours, all of the pairs were required to have a minimum of 8 peer feedback sessions

for the lessons they taught both in OPF and WPF groups.

Each pair taught two hours every week i.e. every pre-service teacher taught one hour
weekly. While they were spending one hour teaching, they spent the second hour
observing their partner and taking their notes at the same time. They carried out a
feedback session for every lesson they taught reaching to the total of 8 hours of

teaching practice and 8 corresponding feedback sessions.

Pairs in OPF group both videotaped and voice recorded their feedback sessions for
every lesson they taught. They made use of their notes that they took during the
lesson they observed their partners. As it was already stated above, they followed a
chronological order of events, while following PQP format in their feedback. These
voice recordings and videotapes were handed to the researcher during and at the end
of the term for transcription and analysis. As each pair had a schedule of their own
(due to delays, exams, conferences, and cancelled lessons) these recordings could not
be collected on weekly basis regularly, but gathered as soon as pairs finished their

work that week. These feedback sessions were held in L1. It is believed that the
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participants would be more comfortable carrying out the session in L1 as they could
express their thoughts, and feelings much better in L1 than in L2. Research also has
shown that learners are more competent in L1 when they give feedback to their
partners (Dagkiran, 2010). Unfortunately one of the pairs in OPF group had
difficulty in getting along with each other. They found it very difficult and disturbing
to give face-to face feedback to each other. One of the partners insisted on not doing
the final peer feedback session and they were not forced to do so. Hence, one OPF

group has only seven OPF sessions and seven corresponding e-journals.

Pairs in WPF group, on the other hand, also followed a similar schedule. For every
lesson they taught and observed, they wrote down their peer feedback while making
use of their classroom notes. They also employed PQP format while noting events
down in a chronological order. These written feedbacks were also in their native

language in order provide a better atmosphere for participants to express themselves.

All of the pre-service teachers also kept an e-journal. These e-journals gave
participants a chance to reflect on their teaching experiences and their peer feedback
giving/receiving experiences. The participants answered a list of questions provided
by the instructor (Appendix D). There were two sections of questions. The first part
consisted of questions that tried to elicit the answers about feedback giving
experience while the second part focused on feedback receiving experience. These e-
journals were also handed to the researcher in soft copy form for every week. They
were also written in L1. These e-journals were also examined for content analysis as

well.

Chiang’s (2008) ETES scale was administered two times during the second term in
the education year of 2014-2015 to senior year students at ELT Department at Gazi
University. The participants were ensured that their names and results would be kept
confidential. Pre-test ETES was administered at the beginning of the second term
before participants went to Anatolian High School for teaching practice in February
and post-test ETES was administered at the end of the second term after participants
finished their practice at the end of May (Appendix A). In this way, it was possible

to identify the pre-service teachers’ sense of efficacy at the base line (pre-test
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ETES), before they were introduced to two different modes of feedback (Oral Peer
Feedback and Written Peer Feedback), and after they were provided two different
modes of peer feedback (post-test ETES). The aim was to find out whether there
were any significant differences in their teacher efficacy level at the end of the

second term after they were subjected to two different modes of feedback.

At the end of YI404MB Teaching Practice course, both OPF and WPF groups were
interviewed through semi-structured group interviews. For this reason, each group
was divided into two sub-groups in such a way that no participant was interviewed in
the same group with his or her partner. The reason behind this plan was to get more
honest and reliable answers from the participants in the absence of their partners,
when there was no urge to give favorable answer or no worry about hurting their
partner’s feelings. This worked well for the interviews as one of the partners in OPF
group revealed how disturbed she was while giving oral peer feedback to her partner
and described it as “torture” in her own words. There were three students missing
from the interviews because of personal or health reasons. There were a total of 4
group interviews. In this way, it was believed that all participants had a chance to be
heard, to express their opinions and ideas. These interviews were voice recorded and
then these tapes were also transcribed for content analysis.

3.7. Data Analysis

After the completion of data collection, as the first step of the analysis questionnaires
(pre/post-test ETES) were entered to SPSS by the researcher. Secondly, all the
interviews and e-journals were organized and then interviews were transcribed by the
researcher herself. Hence, both quantitative and qualitative data were prepared for

analysis.

The data obtained through ETES scale was analyzed using SPSS 21. Inferential
statistics were used in order to answer the first three questions. The dependent
variable was the teacher efficacy levels of participants while the independent variable

was the mode of feedback (Oral/Written). First of all, the data were screened and
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checked for missing values and it was found out that no missing values existed. Since
the number of participants in this study was quite small and did not meet the
assumptions of parametric test, non-parametric statistics were employed (Pallant,

2007). The alpha level was set for .05 for each of the analysis.

As a start, in order to answer the first three research questions which involved the
quantitative part of the study, statistical analyses were carried. Firstly, Wilcoxon
Signed-Ranks test was employed, in order to find out whether there was a significant
difference in teacher efficacy level of participants in three subscales of ETES
(Planning, Instruction and Management) after peer feedback experience. This test is a
non-parametric alternative to paired samples t-test and it is used when subjects are
measured on two occasions. Instead of comparing the means, Wilcoxon Signed-
Ranks test converts scores to ranks and makes a comparison between Time 1 and
Time 2 (Pallant, 2007, p.223). For this reason, pre-test scores (pre-test ETES) and
post-test scores (post-test ETES) of all the participants were compared in all of the

subscales.

The second research question aimed to find out whether there was a difference in
efficacy levels of participants in each group individually for each subscale. Wilcoxon
Signed-Ranks Test was employed for each group (WPF and OPF) separately in order
to find out whether there had been a significant difference in their teacher efficacy

levels (Planning, Instruction, Management) from pre-test ETES to post-test ETES.

Finally, the third research question dealt with whether there was a significant
difference between the two groups in terms of their teacher efficacy in all subscales
of ETES. For this reason, Mann-Whitney U test was used as the sample size is small
for a parametric test. This test is the non-parametric alternative to independent-
samples t-test. It is “... designed to use the data from two separate samples to
evaluate the difference between two treatments (or two populations)” (Gravetter &
Wallnau, 2007, p.641). Mann-Whitney U Test compares the medians of two groups
rather than comparing the means of the groups. The scores on continuous variables in

both groups are converted to ranks. Then whether a significant difference exists
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between two groups’ ranks are determined. Since the scores are converted to ranks,

the actual distribution of the scores is not important (Pallant, 2007).

As for the last research question, qualitative analysis was carried out. The qualitative
analysis necessitates a planned and systematic method of careful organization,
getting familiar with the data, looking for and identifying patterns, synthesizing and
reaching to conclusion from the obtained data in a meaningful way (Rossman &
Rallis 1998). For this part of the study, the data was gathered from e-journals
throughout the term until the term was finished, and the data from semi-structured
group interviews were gathered at the end of the term after Yi404MB Teaching
Practice course was finished. Content analysis was used to analyze the data obtained
from interviews and e-journals. Content analysis is described as “.... identifying
coherent and important examples, themes, and patterns in the data” (Patton, 1987,
p.149). It is “a multi-purpose research method developed specifically for
investigating a broad spectrum of problems in which the content of communication
serves as a basis of inference, from word counts to categorization” (Travers, 1969 as
cited in Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003, p.164). The analysis should reflect the
nature of the document and categories are formed following the first examination of
the documents (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2003).

First of all, the organization of documents gathered from e-journals was commenced
at the beginning of the study the carried out throughout the whole term. The
documents were grouped under two files as OPF and WPF group. For each week a
different file was formed as “Week 1, Week 2’ etc. Under these files, two separate
files were created for OPF and WPF groups. Within each file, every participant’s e-
journal was named after his or her name and number of the week such as ‘Participant
X-e-journal 1, Participant Y-e-journal 4 etc. *Figure 3.3.displays the organization of
e-journals. However, another document was prepared showing the members in each
group together with their partners. Each participant was given a number as P1, P2, P3
etc. and during the reporting of the results these numbers were used as codes in

presenting quotes such as ‘P12W7° meaning ‘Participant 12, week 7.
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Figure 3.4.0Organization of E-Journals.

These e-journals were printed out and hard copies of each group were filed under
each week. Each question found in e-journals was examined in detail throughout the
eight weeks one by one and repeating patterns, expressions and ideas were identified.
This data coding process is described as “ ... making sense out of text data, divide it
into text or image segments, label the segments with codes, examine codes for
overlap and redundancy, and collapse these codes into broad themes” (Creswell,
2005, p.237).15 randomly selected e-journals were given to two other colleagues
which they also coded. The codes and categories obtained from content analysis were
compared with the ones that two other colleagues created in order to ensure inter-
coder reliability. Based on the feedback, some codes and categories’ names are

changed as it was believed that they represented the data better.

The hard copies of interviews and e-journals were used to code the data. As Saldana
(2013) acknowledged, the researcher felt that “There is something about
manipulating qualitative data on paper and writing codes in pencil that give you more
control over and ownership of the work™ (p.22). The first time the data was read, a
pre-coding was done which meant highlighting or underlining words or expressions
that got the attention of the researcher (Saldana, 2013). Some quotes were also

circled as they were found worth mentioning later during the reporting of the results.
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The second reading involved writing codes for everything the researcher found worth
coding. For this, highlighters or crayons with different colors were used and notes
were taken on the right margin of the paper so that they can be easily followed. A
separate list was formed to keep the track of the codes (which code existed on which
page) and used as an aid to categorize the codes. The third reading included the
organization and sorting of the codes to be grouped under different categories, some
codes were made redundant as they did not belong to any of the categories, or when
they existed only once throughout the data, therefore not worth including as a code
under a category. Some codes were revised and renamed in order to represent the
data better. Some codes were recategorized as they were overlapping under two
different categories. They were reconsidered and put under the category they
represented best. The cyclical format of the coding required the researcher to read
and reread the data, and after initial coding a second and a third reading of the data
resulted in naming and renaming of the codes and categories until the salient features
of the data were identified and the final codes reflected and represented the data

comprehensively (Saldana, 2013).

The organization stage of the interviews was as follows: Each interview was named
under the group it belonged (OPF or WPF). Then these interviews were transcribed
by the researcher meticulously by using the software Express Scribe. During the
interview, the date of the interview and the names of the interviewees were
mentioned in order to avoid misunderstandings. A table was formed to identify
which interviewee was present in which interview together with their codes to make
it easier when reporting results with quotations. The transcription of the semi-
structured group interviews was a time-consuming process, yet it provided the
researcher to get familiar with the data and form initial codes in her mind. A rigorous
and thorough transcription was carried out, not missing a single word or phrase
(Saldana, 2013).While transcribing the interviews, quotations that researcher found
worth mentioning for reporting the results were highlighted. These quotations were
translated into English. The same quotations were also given to another colleague to
be translated. Then both translations were compared to check for clarity and
correctness. Necessary changes were made. The repeated expressions and ideas that
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were present in the interviews helped the researcher forming the codes and categories
in her mind. After the transcription of the interviews was completed, codes and
categories were identified as it was described above (Appendix H). For reliability
concerns, one of the interviews was given to two other colleagues so that they will
form their own codes and categories. After the researcher completed identifying her
codes and categories, they were shown to two other colleagues in order to make a
comparison to provide inter-coder reliability. In this way, interpretive validity was
also ensured by working together with colleagues during the analysis of data i.e. e-
journals and semi-structured group interviews. It provided multiple perspectives to
interpret data and catch meanings or intentions of the participants correctly (Saldana,
2013).

Based on the feedback that colleagues provided, necessary changes were made in
codes and categories when an agreement was reached among three colleagues
including the researcher (Yildirnrm & Simsek, 2006). The results were presented in
Appendix G. Then these repeating codes and categories were organized,

interconnected and reported in order to answer the research questions.

3.8. Limitations

This study aimed to identify the perceptions of pre-service teachers towards peer
feedback and enlighten its relation to teacher efficacy. However, it bears some
limitations that other researchers should take into account if they consider using the

findings of this study.

3.8.1. External Validity Threats

Although this study might shed light on some important and unexplored issues in
terms of teacher education it is only limited to participants of this study. As the study
collected data from interviews and e-journals, it reflects only their personal

perspective, experience and stance towards different modes of peer feedback.
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Similarly, the study also reflected teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers who
participated in this study. Had it been applied to other faculties of education in other
departments, universities and cities, the results might have been different. Therefore,

the results of the study are not generalizable to other contexts.

3.8.2. Internal Validity Threats

Subject characteristics, data collector characteristics and implementation are
considered as internal validity threats for this study. Firstly, one of the limitations of
the study might result from subjects interpreting and answering the data collection
tools differently from one another. Participants’ responses might also have been
influenced by social desirability which is not controlled in this study. It was assumed
that participants would provide honest feedback to their partners. Some peers might
feel disturbed giving peer feedback in face-to-face or written format. In order not to
hurt their partner’s feelings they might give favorable answers to them or avoid
giving feedback. Therefore, to strengthen the validity of the data gathered from peer
feedbacks all of the participants were asked “Is there anything that you would like to
tell/write your friend but you couldn’t? What has prevented you from doing this?” in
their e-journals. According to Fiarman, Johnson, Munger, Papay and Qazilbash
(2009) peer feedback may not be totally honest and it could be watered down in
order to avoid conflicts with colleagues which affect the effectiveness of feedback.
However, this is mainly related to the negative connotation that is attached to
feedback regarding it for evaluative purposes. In order to avoid this weakness, peer
feedback training was given to participants to clarify the real purpose of feedback i.e.

helping to improve themselves and their partners.

The study might also bear data collector characteristics and bias threat since the
researcher and the supervisor are the same person in this study. In order to avoid this
threat, the researcher socialized with participants in and out of the class, so that
participants felt neutral when communicating with her. Similarly, the researcher

carried out all the data collection procedures herself, the procedures carried out in
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this study were standardized. The scale used in this study was collected at the same
time under same circumstances for both groups, a neutral attitude was held
throughout the interviews for the entire interview groups, feedbacks were collected
in the same way for both groups. Implementation was another threat to this study.
However, it was tried to be controlled by following the same procedure for each
group by providing both groups the same peer feedback training. The time and
location that interviews were held were also the same for all groups, away from

outside noise and disturbance.
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CHAPTER IV

RESULTS

This chapter presents the results of the study. The results are presented according to
four main research questions in the study; and the results of these questions are
presented one by one. First of all, the teacher self-efficacy levels of pre-service
teachers after their experience with peer feedback in Yi404MB Teacher Practice
course is presented. Secondly, teacher self-efficacy levels of each group are
presented. Thirdly, each group’s (OPF and WPF) teacher self-efficacy levels were
compared to display the difference between two groups. The last research question
elaborated on how pre-service teachers perceive peer feedback. Lastly, both

quantitative and qualitative results were summarized at the end of the chapter.

4.1. Teacher Self-Efficacy Level of Pre-Service Teachers (Research Question 1)

The first research question was whether there was a significant difference between
pre-service teachers’ pre-test ETES and post-test ETES teacher efficacy levels after
peer feedback experience. In order to answer this question Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks
test was carried out to compare the pre-test and post-test ETES teacher efficacy
scores of the participants. Since the number of participants was small (N = 26), a
non-parametric test was suitable to carry out analysis (Green, Salkind & Akey,
2000). Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test, which is a non-parametric test alternative to
paired sample t-test, is used when we want to compare two sets of scores that come

from the same participants (Field, 2005).
94



Table 4.1.
Results of the Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks Test to Compare the Pretest-Posttest Teacher

Self-Efficacy Scores of the Participants.

Teacher Efficacy

Posttest-Pretest n Mean Rank Sum of Ranks z p

Post-pre Negative Rank 42 7,5 30,00

planning Positive Rank 19° 12,95 246,00 3,299 0,001
Equal 3°

Post-pre Negative Rank 5 9,80 49,00

instruction Positive Rank 19° 13,21 251,00 2,893 0,004
Equal 2°

Post-pre Negative Rank 3 12,00 36,00

management  Positive Rank 22° 13,14 289,00 3,418 0,001
Equal 1°

a. post<pre
b. post>pre
C. post=pre

The examination of Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test results showed that, there was a
statistically significant difference between the pre-test and post-test Planning scores
of the participants (z = 3.299, p = .001 < .05, r = -.46) indicating for a medium to
large effect size which is between the Cohen’s criteria of .3 and .5 for a medium and

large effect, respectively (Field, 2005, p.32). Since SPSS does not calculate the effect
size, it was hand-calculated by using the formula r= \/iN (Rosenthal, as cited in Field,
2005, p.532). The sum of their negative ranks in terms of Planning was found 30.00,
while their sum of positive ranks was 246.00 which displayed a change in favor of
positive ranks, i.e. post-test Planning scores of the participants. The median score on
ETES increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 34.5) to post-test ETES (Md = 38) in

terms of Planning scores.

There was also a significant difference between the pre-test and post-test Instruction
scores of the participants (z = 2.893, p =.004 < .05, r = -.40) indicating for a medium
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to large effect size. The sum of negative ranks in terms of Instruction was found
49.00, while the sum of positive ranks was found 251.00. Given the sum of ranks for
the difference scores, the observed difference was in favor of positive ranks, i.e. post-
test scores of Instruction. The median score on ETES increased from pre-test ETES
(Md = 33) to post-test ETES (Md = 35.5) in terms of Instruction scores.

Finally, there was a statistically significant difference between pre-test and post-test
Management scores of the participants (z = 3.418, p = .001 < .05, r = -.47) indicating
for a large effect size. The sum of their negative ranks in terms of Planning was
found 36.00, while their sum of positive ranks was 289.00 which signified a change
in favor of positive ranks, i.e. post-test Management scores of the participants. The
median score on ETES increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 23) to post-test ETES

(Md = 25.5) in terms of Management scores.

Hence, it can be said that there was a significant difference between pre-test ETES
and post-test ETES scores of participants in all of the subscales (Planning,
Instruction and Management) of teacher efficacy who were subjected to peer
feedback. In other words, peer feedback increased teacher efficacy levels of pre-

service teachers in both OPF and WPF groups.

4.2. Teacher Self-Efficacy Level of Pre-Service Teachers according to Different
Modes of Peer Feedback (Research Question 2)

The second research question focused on identifying whether there was a significant
difference in teacher self-efficacy level of participants in two groups: OPF and WPF.
Therefore, Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks Test was run separately for each group to find
out their teacher-self efficacy levels according to subscales of Planning, Instruction

and Management.
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4.2.1. Teacher Self-Efficacy Level of Pre-Service Teachers in OPF Group

The research aimed at finding the answer to the following sub-question, “Is there a
difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service teachers who were given oral peer
feedback?” In order to answer this question, Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test was carried
out, which is a non-parametric test alternative to paired sample t-test, to compare the
pre-test ETES and post-test ETES teacher efficacy scores of participants in OPF

group since the number of participants was small (n = 12).

Table 4.2.
Results of the Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks Test to Compare the Pretest-Posttest Teacher

Efficacy Scores of the Participants in OPF Group

Teacher

Efficacy OPF Mean Sum of

Posttest-Pretest group n Rank Ranks z p

Post-pre Negative Rank 2? 2,75 5,50

planning Positive Rank Q° 6,72 60,50 2,449 0,014
Equal 1°

Post-pre Negative Rank 1° 3,00 3,00

instruction Positive Rank 10° 6,30 63,00 2,669 0,008
Equal 1°

Post-pre Negative Rank 12 3,00 3,00

management Positive Rank 11° 6,82 75,00 2,852 0,004
Equal 0°

a. post <pre
b. post>pre
C. post=pre

The examination of Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test results revealed that there was a
statistically significant difference between pre-test and post-test Planning scores of
participants in OPF group (z = 2.449, p=.014 <.05, r = -.49) indicating a large effect
size. The sum of their negative ranks for the OPF group participants’ teacher efficacy
in terms of Planning was found to be 5.50, while their sum of positive ranks was
60.50. Given the sum of ranks for the difference scores, the observed difference was

in favor of positive ranks, i.e. the post-test Planning scores OPF group. The median
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score on ETES increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 33.5) to post-test ETES (Md =
39) in terms of Planning scores.

Similarly, the results displayed a significant difference between pre-test and post-test
scores for Instruction in OPF group (z = 2.669, p = .008 <.05, r = -.54) signifying a
large effect size. The sum of negative ranks for OPF group participants’ teacher
efficacy in terms of Instruction was found 3.00 and the sum of positive ranks was
found 63.00. The results indicated a difference in favor of positive ranks or in other
words, the post-test Instruction scores of OPF group. The median score on ETES
increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 31.5) to post-test ETES (Md = 37) in terms of

Instruction scores.

The results also revealed that there was a statistically significant difference between
the pre-test and post-test scores for Management in OPF group (z = 2.852, p = .004
<.05, r = -.58) indicating a large effect size. The sum of their negative ranks for the
OPF group participants’ teacher efficacy in terms of Management was found to be
3.00, while their sum of positive ranks was 75.00. Given the sum of ranks for the
difference scores, the observed difference was in favor of positive ranks, i.e. the post-
test Management scores OPF group. The median score on ETES increased from pre-
test ETES (Md = 23) to post-test ETES (Md = 27) in terms of Planning scores.

Thus, it can be said that there was a significant difference between pre-test ETES and
post-test ETES scores of OPF group in terms of Planning, Instruction and
Management. On the basis of the results obtained, it could be asserted that the use of
peer feedback during Teaching Practice significantly increased the teacher efficacy
levels of OPF group in terms of Planning, Instruction and Management.

4.2.2. Teacher Self-Efficacy Level of Pre-Service Teachers in WPF
Group

In order to answer the second sub-question of the second research question: “Is there

a significant difference in teacher efficacy level of pre-service teachers who were
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given written peer feedback?”, Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test was carried out, which is
a non-parametric test alternative to paired sample t-test, to compare the pre-test
ETES and post-test ETES teacher efficacy scores of participants in OPF group since

the number of participants was small (n = 14).

Table 4.3.
Results of the Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks Test to Compare the Pretest-Posttest Teacher

Efficacy Scores of the Participants in WPF Group

Teacher
Efficacy WPF
Posttest-Pretest group n Mean Rank  Sum of Ranks z p
Post-pre Negative Rank 2¢ 5,25 10,50
planning Positive Rank 10° 6,75 67,50 2,262 0,024
Equal 2°
Post-pre Negative Rank 42 7,00 28,00
instruction Positive Rank Q° 7,00 63,00 1,229 0,219
Equal 1°
Post-pre Negative Rank 2° 9,00 18,00
management  Positive Rank 11° 6,64 73,00 1,935 0,053
Equal 1°

a. post<pre
b. post>pre
C. post=pre

The examination of Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks test results revealed that there was a
statistically significant difference between the pre-test and post-test scores for
Planning in WPF group (z = 2.262, p = .024 <.05, r = -.42). The sum of their
negative ranks for the WPF group participants’ teacher efficacy in terms of Planning
was found to be 10.50, while their sum of positive ranks is 67.50. Given the sum of
ranks for the difference scores, the observed difference is in favor of positive ranks,
i.e. the post-test scores for Planning in WPF group. The median score on ETES
increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 35) to post-test ETES (Md = 37.5) in terms of

Planning scores.
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However, when the results for teacher efficacy scores for Instruction is examined, no
significant difference between pre-test and post-test scores for Instruction in WPF
group was found (z = 1.229, p = .219 >.05, r = -.23) displaying a small effect size.
The sum of negative ranks for the WPF group participants’ teacher efficacy in terms
of Instruction was found 28.00 and the sum of positive ranks was found 63.00. The
median score on ETES increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 34) to post-test ETES

(Md = 35) in terms of Planning scores. However, the difference was not significant.

The results also revealed that there was no statistically significant difference between
the pre-test and post-test scores for Management in WPF group (z = 1.985, p =
.053>.05, r = -.37) displaying a medium effect size. The sum of their negative ranks
for the WPF group participants’ teacher efficacy in terms of Management was found
to be 18.00, while their sum of positive ranks was 73.00 The median score on ETES
increased from pre-test ETES (Md = 23) to post-test ETES (Md = 25) in terms of
Planning scores, but the difference was not significant.

On the basis of the results obtained, it could be claimed that the use of peer feedback
during Teaching Practice significantly increased the teacher efficacy levels of WPF
group in terms of Planning but there was no significant increase in their teacher

efficacy in terms of Instruction and Management.

4.3. The Difference between OPF and WPF groups’ Teacher Self-Efficacy

Levels (Research Question 3)

The third main question of the study was “Is there a significant difference between
the Oral Peer Feedback Group (OPF) and Written Peer Feedback Group (WPF) in
terms of teacher efficacy levels?” In order to answer this question, pre-test and post-
test teacher efficacy scores of the participants in OPF group and WPF group were
compared using Mann Whitney U Test, a non-parametric alternative to independent-
samples t-test since the number of participants was small (Pallant, 2007). Both
groups’ pre-test ETES and post-test ETES scores were compared one by one with

each other under each subscale (Planning, Instruction and Management) in order to
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find out whether there was a significant difference in their teacher self-efficacy

Scores.

Table 4.4.
Results of the Mann Whitney U Test to Compare OPF and WPF Group’s Pre-Test
ETES Teacher Efficacy in Planning, Instruction and Management

Mean Sum of
Test Group n Rank Ranks U z p
) OPF 12 11,38 136,50
Planning
WPF 14 15,32 214,50 58,500 1,317 0,188
] OPF 12 1175 141,00
Instruction
WPF 14 15,00 210,00 63,00 1,088 0,276
OPF 12 13,00 156,00
Management

WPF 14 13,93 195,00 78,00 0,310 0,756

An examination of the findings in Table 4.4.revealed the results of Mann Whitney U
test for pre-test ETES teacher efficacy scores of the participants in OPF and WPF
groups. The pre-test results in Planning showed no significant difference between
OPF (Md = 33.5, n = 12) and WPF group (Md = 35, n = 14), z = 1.317; p = 0.188
>.05, r = -.26, indicating a small effect size. The rank average of the pre-planning
scores of OPF group was 11.38 while the participants in WPF group had a rank
average of 15.32.

As for pre-test scores in Instruction, no statistical difference was found between OPF
(Md = 31.5, n =12) and WPF group (Md =34,n=14),z=1.088; p=.276 >.05, r = -
.21, indicating a small effect size. The rank average of pre-instruction scores of OPF
group was 11.75, while the mean ranks of WPF group was 15.00.

Finally, pre-test scores in Management also revealed no significant difference
between OPF (Md =23, n = 12) and WPF group (Md =23, n = 14),z =0.310; p =
756 >.05, r = - .06, displaying a small effect size. The participants in OPF group had

101



a rank average of 13.00 while the participants in WPF group had a rank average of
13.93.

The close rank averages of the groups’ pre-test teacher efficacy scores indicated that
before the peer feedback process OPF and WPF groups had somewhat equal pre-test
teacher efficacy levels in terms of Planning, Instruction and Management.

Mann Whitney U test was used again in order to identify whether there was a
significant difference between the two groups in three of the subscales after the peer

feedback process. The results are displayed in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5.
Results of the Mann Whitney U Test to Compare OPF and WPF Group’s Post-Test

ETES Teacher Efficacy in Planning, Instruction and Management

Mean
Test Group n Rank  Sum of Ranks U z p
) OPF 12 15,25 183,00
Planning
WPF 14 12,00 168,00 63,00 1,090 0,276
) OPF 12 15,46 185,50
Instruction
WPF 14 11,82 165,50 60,50 1,222 0,222
OPF 12 14,38 172,50
Management
WPF 14 12,75 178,50 7350 0,545 0,586

An examination of the findings in Table 4.5.displayed the results of Mann Whitney
U test applied to post-test ETES teacher efficacy scores of participants in OPF and
WPF groups. It was found out that there was no statistically significant difference
between OPF (Md = 39, n = 12) and WPF group (Md = 37.5, n = 14), in terms of
post-test scores for Planning (z = 1.090, p = .276>.05, r = - .21), indicating a small
effect size. The rank average of the post-test teacher efficacy scores of OPF group
was 15.25, while the participants’ rank average in WPF group was 12.00 in terms of

their teacher efficacy post-test Planning scores.
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There was also no statistically significant difference in terms of post-test Instruction
scores (z = 1.222, p =.222 >.05, r = - . 24) between OPF (Md = 37, n = 12) and WPF
group (Md = 35, n = 14), displaying a small effect size. The rank average of OPF
group was 15.46 while the rank average of WPF group was 11.82 in terms of their

teacher efficacy post-test scores for Instruction.

In terms of post-test scores for Management, there was also no statistically
significant difference between OPF (Md = 27, n = 12) and WPF group (Md = 25, n =
14), as well (z = 0.545, p = .586 >.05, r = - .10), indicating a small effect size. The
participants in OPF group had a rank average of 14.38 while the participants in WPF
had a rank average of 12.75 in terms of teacher efficacy post-test scores for

Management.

The results indicated that the rank averages of OPF and WPF groups in post-test
teacher efficacy were close to each other, meaning there was no significant
difference between OPF and WPF group in terms of their teacher efficacy after the

peer feedback process is provided to participants.

4.4. Perceptions of Pre-Service ELT Teachers on Different Modes of Peer
Feedback (Research Question 4)

The fourth research question dealt with how pre-service teachers perceive different
modes of peer feedback. The following research questions were investigated: “What
are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on different modes of peer feedback?” as
the main research question and “What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on
oral peer feedback?” and “What are the perceptions of pre-service teachers on

written peer feedback?” as sub-questions.

In order to reveal their perceptions, two different instruments were used and
analyzed: e-journals and semi-structured group interviews. It is believed that, while
the e-journals provided a bottom-up perspective to follow the changes in their

perception in a formative manner, semi-structured group interviews provided a top-
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down perspective, encouraging participants to reflect on the process in a summative
manner. That is to say, e-journals provided information continuously throughout the
term so that it was possible to follow the progress or changes that participants
experienced during the peer feedback process. On the other hand, interviews gave a
chance to participants to reflect on the process as a whole. Therefore, the results from
two different instruments are complementary to each other. The following part
explains perceptions of both OPF and WPF groups on their peer feedback
experiences that were based on the data gathered from both e-journals and semi-
structured group interviews. Eight different main categories, their sub-categories and
codes were reached after the analysis of instruments: Focus of PF, Rationale for PF
Focus, Orientations towards PF, Actions to be Taken after PF, Social Relations,
Challenges of PF Process, Benefits of PF and Future Orientations. The categories
and codes obtained from the analysis of e-journals and interviews are presented in
Appendix G. The results were presented according to these main categories, sub-
categories and their codes through referencing the questions that were employed in

research instruments.

4.4.1. Perceptions of OPF Group
4.4.1.1. Focus of Peer Feedback

In their e-journals, the participants were asked “When you think about the feedback
that you give to your friend, what have you focused on most, for instance, classroom
management, instructional planning, student engagement etc? ”(E-Journal Question
A.3.). The aim of asking this question was to have participants think about their
feedback content and become aware of and rationalize their decisions. Another aim
was to identify what issues prospective teachers focus on most as peer feedback
focus. All 94 e-journals were examined and answers were coded under four groups
as Planning, Instruction, Management and Overall Observation. Planning included
issues like arranging activities to create a smooth and integrated lesson, finding and

adapting materials that will address students’ needs in the class etc.; Instruction
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included issues like involving students in the lesson, teaching vocabulary, grammar
etc., employing different teaching strategies, using intonation and body language
effectively; Management include issues like managing and controlling disruptive

student behavior in the class, getting the attention of uninterested students.

94 e-journals were examined and a total of 121 feedback focuses were found as there
might be more than one focus per each peer feedback. Out of 121 focuses, 14 of
them were on Planning (11.6%), 54 of them on Instruction (44.6%), 50 of them on
Management (41.2%), and 3 of them was Overall Observation (2.6%). Figure

4.1.displays the distribution of frequencies of peer feedback focus per each week:
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Figure 4.1. OPF Group: Focus of PFB

As it can be understood from the figure, the major focuses were on Management and
Instruction (85.8% of the total), and a small percentage was on planning while
overall observation seemed to be the focus through the middle of the process with a
very small percentage. It could be concluded that OPF group preferred to focus on a
specific aspect every week and very few pairs chose overall observation as a focus as
they might not found themselves competent enough to focus on more than one thing

at a time.
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4.4.1.2. Rationale for PF Focus

Following the focus of peer feedback the next question to be asked to the participants
was to identify their reasons for choosing their peer feedback focus. The participants
were asked “Why do you think you have focused on this aspect? Do you think you
could have focused on other aspects as well?” (E-Journal Question A.4.). The reason
for asking this question was providing partners a chance to rationalize their
preference for peer feedback focus, pushing them to make a conscious effort to

analyze their preference rather than making a random selection.

When all 94 e-journal entries were studied, 6 different codes were formed: Important
Topic, Partner’s Performance, Check Competence, Mutual Agreement, Other and No
Reason. Important Topic implied that the participants considered feedback focus as a
fundamental topic to look at in Teaching Practice. Partner’s Performance had
dichotomous meaning: if one of the partners had a very successful performance
during the lesson this would get the attention of the other partner and he or she
considered it worth mentioning or choosing it as a feedback focus. Similarly, if the
partner showed a poor performance, the other partner considered it suitable for
feedback focus. Check Competence meant when pairs wanted to find out how well
they were performing or to what extent they improved themselves in a specific skill
during teaching practice. Mutual Agreement meant that pairs mutually agreed on a
specific skill together, therefore observe each other accordingly. Other involved
other reasons that are small in frequency to be counted as a category such as
“differing to a great extent with the partner on a specific skill” caused one participant
to choose it as a feedback focus. There were also pairs who didn’t have a reason to

choose their feedback focus.

There was a total 117 reasons identified for choosing peer feedback focus in OPF
group. It should be noted that there could be more than one reason to identify a focus
for feedback, for instance, both partners could mutually agree on a topic as they
found it important, or they might want to find out about their performance. Figure

4.2.shows the distribution of the frequency of the reason for peer feedback focus:
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Week1l Week2 Week3 Week4 Week5 Week6 Week7 Week8

H Important Topic H Partner’s Performance i Check Competence

H Mutual Agreement M Other i No Reason

Figure 4.2.0PF Group: Rationale for PFB Focus

Out of 117 given rationales, 20 of them were about Important Topic (17.1%), 32 of
them were about Partner’s Performance (27.4%), 13 of them were about Check
Competence (11.1%), 28 of them were about Mutual Agreement (23.9%), 5 of them
belongs to Other (4.3%) and 19 of them had No Reason (16.2%) for peer feedback
focus. As it can be understood from the distribution, Partner’s Performance got the
highest percentage meaning that participants on their partner’s weaknesses and
strengths most in their observation. Mutual Agreement was the second highest peer
feedback focus showing that the partners were in touch with each other in order to
determine the focus. The next one is Important Topic, implying that they chose
topics that they considered as an important aspect of teaching so they wanted to
focus on it. Some of the participants focused on an aspect without thinking about its
reasons. A tenth of the reasons were about Checking their Competence in a skill that
they either wanted to find out about their performance or they wanted to see how

they improved themselves through the end of the experiment.
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4.4.1.3. Orientations towards PF

During interviews and collection of e-journals, the participants were asked different
questions to describe peer feedback experience. The data gathered from these
instruments showed four subcategories and their codes for this major category as
follows: Positive Orientations (Positive Attitude, Objectivity and Use of Appropriate
Language); Negative Orientations (Concerns about Negative FB, PF Burnout and
Questioning the Value of PF); Feelings towards PF (Positive, Negative, Both Positive
and Negative and Neutral/Other); Level of Readiness (Willingness and Avoidance).
Positive Orientations were about the positive ideas and perspectives that participants
had about peer feedback. Positive attitude implied having positive thoughts, while
Obijectivity signified that peer feedback was free from subjectivity, and Use of
Appropriate Language was the language that participants used while giving feedback
to their partners while making use of PQP format. Similarly, negative attitudes
implied having negative thoughts or ideas associated with peer feedback. Concerns
about Negative Feedback were about the worries participants had about receiving or
giving negative criticism. Peer Feedback Burn Out expressed the tiredness of
participants about this process while Question the Value designated the reliability of
peer feedback. Feelings towards peer feedback were about whether they had Positive,
Negative or Other types of feelings about it. Finally, the Level of Readiness was
about the participants desire to give feedback. While willingness signified a desire to

give feedback, avoidance meant refraining from giving feedback for various reasons.

4.4.1.3.1. Positive Orientations

In the interview, participants were asked “You have been giving and receiving
feedback to your partner for 8 weeks. What is your opinion of giving and receiving
feedback at the very beginning of the semester and at the end of the semester?”
(Interview Question 1). They were also asked “What did you like most about giving
and receiving feedback? ’(Interview Question 4).It resulted in three different codes

Positive Attitude, Objectivity and Use of Appropriate Language. The aim of asking
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this question was to get participants describe and summarize the whole experience
from the very beginning of the term. Another aim was to identify the positive

attitudes towards peer feedback if there were any.

Positive Attitude: Participants in OPF group (n = 8) mentioned about various things
that revealed they had a positive attitude towards peer feedback. They describe the
process as “a beautiful experience” (P5). One of the participants stated that “l have
always regarded feedback as something good because | believe it is based on helping
each other.” (P3). Eight participants identified positive feelings in relation to peer
feedback stating that they felt comfortable and relaxed during the process. Seven
members consider it as beneficial. One participant expressed that: ““... But when she
says that, it is very beneficial. 1 wish it would be like this in every moment of my
life. (I wish) someone would say “Wouldn’t it be better in this way?” .... It was
beneficial.” (P19).

Three of the participants stated that peer feedback gave them a chance to get to know
themselves better and improved their teaching skills when compared to other senior
year classes in their ELT department who are also taking Yi404MB Teaching
Practice Course. One participant expressed his desire to give peer feedback all the
time, another participant talked about how deeply he valued his partner’s peer

feedback stating that it was “as valuable as gold” (P19)

Obijectivity: Almost half of the participants in OPF group (n = 5) expressed that they
believe that they received from or gave objective feedback to their partners. They
said that they reflected what they saw during the observation and listed the account
of events in a chronological order while talking about good aspects (Praise), unclear
aspects (Question) and problematic aspects (Polish) of the lesson. They did not
consider it as negative criticism, on the contrary, it was a descriptive account of
events like “a camera recording” actions happened in the classroom as one
participant (P9) stressed. They believed that their partners observed them fairly and
they also told everything they wanted within the limits of PQP format. One
participant stated that:
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.. She was explaining as she was telling so that | can visualize it in my mind
like you told us. Even though I couldn’t remember it I could visualize it when
she says ‘This happened and you did like this.” She was telling me by
explaining what I did. If she only asked ‘Why did you do it like that?” I may
not remember it because | cannot remember what | did in 40 minutes, but she
observed me well. She was telling objectively. She was narrating then telling
its result, asking her questions. (P25)

On the other hand, through the end of the process, one participant believed that even
though her partner gave good feedback, they were repeating themselves and she was
focusing mainly on positive aspects; therefore, she reminded her to be more
objective.

Use of Appropriate Language: Interview results showed that among 12 participants
in OPF group 10 participants stated that their partner or themselves used appropriate
language while giving or receiving feedback. They made use of PQP (Praise-
Question-Polish) format as suggested during peer feedback training. This made it
easier for them to accept peer feedback, found it useful without offending their
partner or being offended. They expressed the effectiveness of using such a style
while providing feedback. One group member expressed: “... I could have been
very stressed or wouldn’t like to get that feedback but, as I have said before, even
though there was something very negative she managed to give it an a nice
appropriate language.” (P25). Some of the participants believed that that using such a
style improved their communication skills in both academic and personal life. One
participant stated that she was relaxed as her partner was blending both positive and

negative things in a nice manner.
4.4.1.3.2. Negative Orientations

Participants were also asked various questions to describe their experience about peer
feedback during interviews and e-journals. “What were the difficulties of giving and
receiving feedback?” (Interview Question 2). “What did you like least about giving
and receiving feedback? ”(Interview Question 5). “Would you prefer to make any
changes in the design of this procedure of giving and receiving feedback? If so, what
would be your suggestions?” (Interview Question 7). “Is there anything that you

would like to tell/write your friend but you couldn’t? What has prevented you from
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doing this?” (E-journal Question A.l.). The questions resulted in three different
codes: Concerns about Negative FB, PF Burnout and Questioning the Value of PF.
The aim of asking these questions was to find out whether participants experienced

anything negative during this process. If so, identify what they were.

Concerns about Negative Peer Feedback: More than half of the participants (n = 7)
worried about hurting their partner while they were giving peer feedback. They were
concerned when they delivered negative feedback on their partner’s performance. A

participant expressed his worry about hurting his partner like this:

Even though | felt uncomfortable whether | hurt the person before me or not,
actually (I know) she won’t be hurt, but even so you think about it not to
upset her. While | was giving feedback | was really going through circuitous
ways in order not to hurt her. It was a little difficult but very good. | could do
it without hurting. Therefore, it was difficult but nice. (P11)

Four of the participants experienced conflicts with their partners about the negative
feedback they received or gave. One of the participants stated that her partner was
very upset when she received negative feedback. Resisting to accept the negative
feedback, her partner pulled a long face and stopped the video recording during the
feedback session to ask about it. She stated that “I found it very nonsense that she
stopped the video. It really tensed me up and I didn’t say quite a lot of things in my
notes.” (P8). Other four participants showed resistance to accept unfavorable
feedback and preferred an offensive behavior towards partner. Three of the
participants expressed their anxiety about receiving negative feedback. A few of the
participants expressed that they felt upset when they heard about their mistakes.
While two of the participants stated that they felt embarrassed when they realized
their mistakes, one of the participants expressed her anxiety and resistance to accept

negative peer feedback in detail:

It is very difficult to accept that you couldn’t do it at the very beginning,... to
be criticized .... It was very difficult to talk about it, but as time went by, |
got along really well with my partner ... But after some time, she was really
talking about my mistakes and she did it in a very nice way. Therefore, | got
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over this feeling after a point. | have understood | had fear of facing feedback.
(P5)
PFB Burnout: One third of the group members (n = 4) in this group experienced
some tiredness starting from the mid-process. They all complained that especially
initiating from the fifth week, peer feedback started to repeat itself, causing tiredness
and boredom among them. This even caused some of them to question the reliability
of peer feedback as it is to be explained in the next section. Participants doubted their

observation and peer feedback giving skills. One participant pointed out that:

The first five was good, but especially in the last three of them, the voice
recordings were just five minutes and we were telling the same things, we
were repeating ourselves. We sat down and thought wondering whether we
couldn’t do observation or not and what we could do about it. (We have said
to ourselves) Are we only doing these in a forty minute-lesson? Why isn’t it
longer than five minutes, why are we telling the same things? We started to
think the number of peer feedback sessions is too many. We really fell into
too many repetitions. (P25)

Questioning the Value of Peer Feedback: Three of the participants in this group had
some doubts in their minds about the value of peer feedback. One of the participants
stated that through the end of term she and her partner were reiterating what they said
which caused them to think whether they were doing observation appropriately or
not, finally reaching to the conclusion that there were too many peer feedback
sessions that caused them repeat themselves. They did not found the feedback

provided at the end of the process useful.

At this point, the researcher would like to point out that one of these participants who
did not find peer feedback useful, had problems with her partner as already
aforementioned. This pair could not meet properly every week due to their problems
and gave most of the peer feedback (n = 5) at the end of the term. She stated that the
delayed feedback was not useful for her as it was too late to correct her mistakes.
Secondly, as her partner was focusing mainly on negative things she did not pay
attention to her feedback even though her partner was telling positive things. Even
though she benefited from peer feedback to some extent she did not believe in the

usefulness of it, describing the process as tiresome and very stressful.
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Lastly, another participant found her partner’s feedback too short and devoid of
suggestions or alternatives for the problems she experienced. On the other hand, she
believed that she provided very detailed feedback, full of solutions and alternatives
when compared to her partner’s. Therefore, even though she found some of her
partner’s feedback useful at the very beginning, she had her doubts after some time,

questioning the usefulness and the value of peer feedback.

4.4.1.3.3. Perceptions of How They Felt about PF

Two questions that took place in e-journals were “How did you feel while you were
giving feedback to your friend?” (E-journal Question A.2.) and “How did you feel
while you were receiving feedback from your friend?” (E-journal Question B.1.). The
aim of asking these questions was to find out about the feelings they held when
giving and receiving. It was believed that having positive feelings towards something
lead to positive attitudes while having negative feelings lead to a negative stance. A
close examination of 94 e-journals displayed that OPF group members held four
different types of feelings towards PF while they were giving and getting peer
feedback. Four different codes emerged for this category: Positive, Negative, Both
Positive and Negative, And Neutral/Other. Firstly, the descriptive statistics was
provided for the frequency of occurrence, then possible underlying reasons were

explained for why they felt like that while giving and receiving peer feedback.

Participants in OPF Group mainly experienced positive feelings while they were
giving peer feedback. Out of 94 e-journals throughout the 8 weeks 67% of the entries
(n = 67) expressed Positive feelings such as “I felt very comfortable.” “I felt good.”
while giving peer feedback; 17% of the entries (n = 16) expressed Negative feelings
such as “I didn’t feel comfortable.”; 4.3% felt Both Positive and Negative (n = 4)
saying “I felt good and bad.”; and 11.7% of them (n = 11) stated other feeling that
can be neither classified as positive nor negative i.e. Neutral/Other feelings saying “I

felt normal.” “I felt surprised.” Figure 4.3.below summarizes how participants in
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OPF group felt while they were giving feedback to their partners throughout the 8

weeks.
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Figure 4.3.0PF Group’s Perceptions on How They Felt about Giving PFB

In their e-journals, participants were also asked to describe how they felt while they
were receiving peer feedback. While they were giving feedback they were in an
active role and in control of the feedback they wanted to give. It is believed that
while they were receiving feedback they were in a more passive role and they had a
chance to look at things from another perspective which also caused them experience

various feelings.

The 94 e-journals were closely examined and it was found out that a majority of the
participants held Positive feelings towards receiving peer feedback (n = 67, 71.3%)
in OPF group stating that they felt good or comfortable. A minority of the entries
included Negative feelings about receiving peer feedback (n =11, 11.7%) while only
a small percentage (n = 7, 7.4%) of them included Both Positive and Negative
feelings. Finally, almost one tenth of the entries (n = 9, 9.6%) included Neutral/
Other feelings related to feedback receiving. Figure 4.4., displays the distribution of
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frequencies of feelings that OPF group experienced while receiving peer feedback
week by week.

100

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Week1l Week2 Week3 Week4 Week5 Week6 Week7 WeekS8

M Positive B Negative M Both positive & negative  ® Neutral/Other

Figure 4.4.0PF Group's Perceptions on How They Felt about PFB

Positive Feelings: When e-journals were analyzed further, the underlying reasons of
their feelings could be identified to some extent. A majority of the participants had
positive feelings while they were giving feedback and regard it as an improvement.

One participant stated that:

When | am giving feedback it feels as if | am not criticizing the person right
before me but chatting with a friend about how | can help her get better. After
all, our aim is not criticizing, but it felt like we are healing each other with
question-answer format. (P10,W3)
Just like giving feedback for the first time, participants also felt tense while they
were getting feedback for the very first time as they don’t have any previous
experience. However, they got over their negative feelings once they found out what
feedback getting experience is like as they also did while giving feedback. One
participant noted that “I was much more relaxed this last time. | realized that I am
used to getting feedback when compared to very beginning. There was no problem.”
(P13, W8). Another participant stated that:
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It was my first feedback. | got a little tense at the very beginning even before
giving feedback. Because I am a resentful person and I was afraid that I won’t
be able to accept what my friend would say. But | got over it and there was
no problem. (P9, W1)

Some of the participants expressed positive feelings because they regarded feedback
as a chance to overcome their deficiencies, providing them a chance to improve

themselves. One participant expressed that:

I felt quite good. My partner told me things that I didn’t realize doing and it
made me feel safe because my partner note things down that I couldn’t
control and he told me these. | will pay attention to these in my future
lessons. (P3, W1)

When participants believe that they had a successful teaching experience they looked
forward to getting feedback from their partners. “As | had a better lesson when
compared to previous week | was excited to get feedback, wondering what | have
missed” (P21, W2).

Negative Feelings: Some of the e-journal entries in OPF group (17%) also included
negative feelings while giving peer feedback. There were a number of underlying
reasons for feeling negative. One of the reasons was the difficulty of talking about
what went wrong in the lesson. Participants did not feel comfortable; they even felt
very tense while talking about deficiencies in the classroom. They were afraid of
hurting their partner or did not want to discourage them so they felt upset about it. “I
paid more attention to what | said to my friend when compared to previous weeks.
As there was a little problem in the lesson | tried to be careful in order not to be
misunderstood so | felt a little tense.” (P13, W6). As the weeks advanced the stress
of the first week was replaced by boredom starting from the fourth week. Quite a few
students started to complain about repeating themselves during peer feedback
sessions and said they were bored as they were talking about the same things again
and again. They also restated this incident in the semi-structured group interviews as
well. “Our topics are always about the same things and we are bored. We started to
make fun of each other like “Are you going to tell the same things again this week?”

(P25,W5).
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When participants also got unexpected feedback on deficiencies they were not aware
of they got upset. As one participant said “As we tell each other everything that is
good or bad after the lesson | feel relaxed unless | face an unexpected question while
receiving feedback.” (P25, W2). In other words, knowing what to expect comforts

the feedback recipient but unexpected feedback makes them feel stressful.

The occasions when feedback recipient experiences negative feelings were when
they had a bad teaching experience during teaching practice. Just like when the
feedback giver felt stressful to give feedback on negative aspects of the lesson, the
feedback receiver did not want to go over a badly experienced lesson. One
participant stated that “I was in such a mood that | wanted to finish the feedback of a

lesson that we don’t want to remember as soon as possible.” (P25, W4).

Both Positive and Negative Feeling: Figure 4.4.also reveals that few of the entries
(4.3%) included mixed feelings at the very beginning of peer feedback experience,
then participants differentiate their feelings as either positive or negative. This is due
to being novice in peer feedback and not knowing what to expect from the process.
However, as the participants got more experienced they got over their anxiety and
hesitation was replaced by confidence. One of the participants said that: “I picked my
words carefully in order not to hurt my friend while giving feedback at the very
beginning. Then | felt relaxed and presented my feedback really well.” (P11, W1).
One of the participants stated that even though she felt comfortable while receiving
feedback she was disappointed about her partner’s feedback a little because while
she was giving a very detailed and long feedback about her partner’s performance

while her partner’s feedback was shorter than she expected.

Neutral/Other Feelings: Some of the participants expressed feelings that cannot be
described as negative or positive. An example for this is as one of the participants
wrote: “Strange. Seeing what you have done from someone else’s eyes is really

strange. It is strange that there are things that I’m not aware of....” (P6, W1)

One of the pairs in OPF group had a problem with each other. Misunderstandings

took place during the feedback session and starting from the third week a tension
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developed between the two. They regarded feedback as something to criticize each
other and each week the tenseness between the partners grew. In the final week of
the process, one of the partners consulted to the researcher insisting that she did not
want to have a peer feedback session with her partner anymore even though they
observed each other. She stated that she felt quite tense and she believed she was
always misunderstood by her partner. For ethical reasons in order not to cause a
psychological problem for the participant, the researcher allowed the participants not

to have another peer feedback session for the final week.
4.4.1.3.4. Level of Readiness

The participants were also asked “Is there anything that you would like to tell/write
your friend but you couldn’t? What has prevented you from doing this?” (E-journal
Question A.1). Two codes emerged for this sub-category: Willingness and
Avoidance. The aim of asking this question was to find out whether they were willing
to give feedback no matter what they would say, or they would avoid telling things
because of some reasons. If they avoided then the possible reasons for this were

aimed to be found. Two codes were established for this:

Willingness: All of 94 e-journals were examined in detail in OPF group. The results
revealed that a high percentage of participants (n = 89, 87.5%) were willing to give
peer feedback to their partners openly, without refraining from telling anything. “I
told everything | wanted”, I told everything comfortably to my partner.”, “There is
nothing | refrained from telling my partner.” etc. were the most commonly used
expressions in their e-journals. The participants expressed their sincerity in giving
peer feedback. One participant stated that: “No such thing happened, because I
believe | told everything frankly and my friend also talked openly while giving

feedback to me. This is how we can become better teachers.” (P9, W1).

As it can be understood from Figure 4.5.below, the participants in OPF group mainly
preferred to give their peer feedback openly to their partners
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Avoidance: There were very few occasions that they avoided giving peer feedback to
their partners. The total number of incidents that participants avoided giving peer
feedback throughout the 8 weeks was 14 (12.5%).
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Figure 4.5.0PF Group’s Level of Readiness

A closer examination of the e-journals revealed that there were a number of reasons
why participants avoided giving peer feedback to their partners. Participants mostly
refrained from saying something negative in OPF group. They hesitated when they
saw a problem with their partner’s teaching and had difficulty in telling this to their
partner because they either did not want to discourage their partner or they were
stressful about the response that they would get from their partners. Therefore, they
preferred to dwell on the positive aspects rather than the negative aspects of the

lesson. One participant stated that:

As she was tense and indecisive about the process of the lesson, she also
realized the aspects that [ have observed. Therefore, I didn’t want to push her
any further and tried to focus on her positive behaviors. She also focused on
her deficiencies as well. (P20, W3)

Another one said that:
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There was one thing I wanted to say to my friend but I couldn’t this week.
When one of the students made a mistake, she kind of made fun of this
student causing other students in the class made more fun of this student. |
felt that this student was a little hurt. I couldn’t express this well to my friend.
Because as | attempted to tell it, she started defending herself. I didn’t want to
dwell on it more in order not to be misunderstood. | just asked what could be
done in a situation like that. (P10, W6)

One of the participants stated that she felt uncomfortable having a face-to-face
interaction while she was talking about a problem. Another reason a participant could
not tell what she wanted to say was because he or she didn’t know how to say it

appropriately.

As it can be understood participants mainly refrained from talking about negative
aspects of the lesson while giving peer feedback. There was only one reason that they
refrained from giving feedback about positive things. If the partners had a successful
experience that was repeated throughout the 8 weeks, then they avoided giving
positive feedback about the issue because they did not want to repeat themselves or

they accepted it as something normal and no need to dwell on it any more.

Some of the participants also mentioned about the stress during the first weeks due to
not knowing their partners very well or not knowing exactly what to expect from the
process made them stressful; therefore, they avoided giving feedback. However, as
the weeks enhanced they overcame this stress and felt comfortable while giving peer

feedback. One participant stated that:

| was quite comfortable while giving feedback and told whether there is a
deficiency or good aspect. | abstained from giving feedback a little at the very
beginning in case | hurt my partner as it was the very first week but I
expressed myself better in the advancing hours and felt relaxed. (P9, W1)

It might be said that participants in OPF group were open to giving peer feedback to
a great extent. Almost all of the participants were honest about their peer feedback
and told whatever they wanted to their partners. There were a few occasions that they
did not want to give feedback to their partners. The major reason to avoid giving peer
feedback was talking about negative aspects of their partner’s teaching experience as

they did not want to demotivate their partners or they did not feel comfortable about
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the response that they received from their partners when they attempted to talk about
what went wrong in the lesson. They also did not want to mention about the things
that started to go well in the lesson as they did not want to repeat themselves. As the
new experience of giving peer feedback made them stressful, they also didn’t feel
comfortable during peer feedback session and avoided giving feedback to some
extent until they got used to the procedure.

4.4.1.4. Actions to be Taken after PF

A question that was asked to the participants in their e-journals was “What will you
do differently according to the feedback you received from your friend in the next
lesson?” (E-journal Question B.3.). The rationale behind asking this question was to
make them think about the feedback they received, reflect on it and to find out
whether they will take any actions with regards to the peer feedback. It was believed
that this question enforced participants to think about what to do with the feedback
they received which otherwise might be left to one side without pondering about it
much for the next teaching experience. In this way, it could also be understood that
whether they value the peer feedback to the extent that they are putting it into
practice or not. Besides, we could understand on which subscale they had the highest
preference for the application of peer feedback. The e-journals revealed five different
codes in terms of changes to be made according to the peer feedback: Planning,
Instruction, Management, Other and No Change. The coverage of planning,
instruction and management were aforementioned. “Other” signifies changes that
participants wanted to make in their teaching performance other than these three
aspects. “No change” means they did not want to make any changes with regards to

peer feedback.

There were a total of 117 changes that were planned to be made in 112 e-journals
after receiving peer feedback as some participants wrote more than one change for
each e-journal. Out of 117 changes, 37 of them (31.6%) stated that they would make

changes in their Planning according to the feedback they received. 29 of them
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(24.8%) said they would prefer making changes in Instruction, while 28 of them (23.
9%) prefer to make changes in Management. Only 1 of the entries stated a change in
a different category (Other). A total of 22 entries mentioned that they would change
nothing (No Change) in their teaching (18.8%). The biggest reason that they did not
want to make any changes in their future lesson is because they had a successful
lesson (n = 16); therefore, they believed that they did not want or need to change
anything according to the peer feedback. Besides it should be noted that in their peer
feedback they also received praise from their partners. Hence there was no need to
make changes. Some entries stated that they did not find their partner’s feedback
useful (n = 5) and one participant disagreed with her partner on the feedback. Figure
4.6.reflects the distribution of the preferences of OPF group in terms of the changes

that they would make according to peer feedback they got.
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Figure 4.6. OPF Group: Action to be Taken After PFB

4.4.1.5. Social Relations

During the interviews, the participants were also asked “What do you think about

peer feedback when compared to other types of feedback such as teacher feedback or

self-feedback? " (Interview Question 9). The data revealed how they would react to
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different sources of feedback and it was found out that having different social status
affect their response and ideas about the feedback they received. The results yielded
two subcategories and their codes: Equal Status (Feeling Empathy, Sharing Same
background and Feeling Relaxed); Superior-Subordinate (Reliable Source of FB and

Feeling Stressful)

4.4.1.5.1. Equal Status

Equal Status designated people who had the same social status with the participants,
in other words, their peers. Empathy meant participants or their partners’ putting
themselves into each other’s shoes. Same background signified sharing the same
education, taking the same course, being students etc. Relaxed meant that the feeling
they felt while giving and receiving feedback from their partners. When they were
asked to compare peer feedback with other types of feedback in the interviews, six
participants stated that they would prefer to employ peer feedback for various

reasons.

Feeling Empathy: Participants (n = 5) expressed that giving feedback to their peer
makes them feel empathy towards their partner. One participant noted that: “... she
always told me that “The same thing could happen to me as well. Look, the same
thing happened to me last week.” When she said that then I say ‘Ok. I'm not alone.
She does the same things, She is aware that she did it.” (P20)

Sharing Same Background: They regarded their social relations with their peers as
equal status as in “going through the same road” (n = 5). Therefore; since they knew
each other better, they believed they could understand each other better as well when
compared to supervisor or cooperating teacher feedback. Sharing similar experiences
such as taking same courses, going through same difficulties make them feel closer

to each other. One participant pointed out that:

Like my friend has said, as peers who have been through the same road, we
may not have taken each other’s feedback seriously if we had been from
different classes or had taken different methodology classes. But we have
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been through the same road, we usually think about the same things, how they
are supposed to be. We understand each other better. (P25)

Feeling Relaxed: One participant stated that he feels much more relaxed when

compared to other types of feedback, and wouldn’t regard it as an attack.

4.4.1.5.2. Superior-Subordinate

Superior-Subordinate signified the relationship between the participants with people
of a higher status such as their university supervisor or cooperating teacher. Reliable
source of information signified participants’ regarding university supervisor or
cooperating teacher feedback as more elaborate and detailed since they are
competent and experienced in their field, hence, more reliable when compared to
their peer’s feedback. Feeling stressful meant participants’ experiencing stress when

they were interacting with their superiors i.e. supervisor or cooperating teacher.

Reliable Source of FB: Two of the participants expressed preference for cooperating
teacher feedback because they believed that these teachers were reliable sources of
information, who knew students best, hence could give them a better feedback about

their performance in the classroom.

Feeling Stressful: One of the participants expressed how she experienced difficulty,
and had stress while she was getting feedback from her cooperating teacher as she

had a rebuking behavior towards her.

Even though two members showed preference for peer feedback, they pointed out
that they would like to have all types of feedback believing that every type of

feedback had a different benefit for him or her.
4.4.1.6. Challenges of Peer Feedback Process

The participants were asked the following questions in order to identify the
challenges of peer feedback process: “What were the difficulties of giving and

receiving feedback?” (Interview Question 2) and “What did you like least about
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giving and receiving feedback?” (Interview Question 5).The analysis of the
interviews revealed three codes for the challenges of this process: Getting Used to,
Balancing Delivery and Inequality among Classes. Getting used to signified the
difficulty of becoming familiar with peer feedback process. Balancing delivery
meant participants’ having difficulty in how to deliver both positive and negative
aspects of the lesson or how to put these into words. Inequality among classes was
about participants complaining about their workload when compared to other classes

who were taking the same course with far less workload.

Getting Used to: More than half of the participants in OPF group (n = 7) held some
reservations at the very beginning of the process. Two of the participants stated that
they did not feel so comfortable before facing the first feedback and they thought that
the process would be very challenging and time-consuming. Three of the participants
expressed their anxiety as they did not know what to expect from the process. They
also mentioned about their concerns of hurting their partner, getting negative

feedback or feeling tense for the first feedback. One of the participants narrated:

At the very first lesson, we wrote down everything into the smallest detail...
worked on it a lot. We said we could not handle this. We really exaggerated.
Then we met (for peer feedback). We were stressed at the first peer
feedback... We tried not to smile at the cameras ever. ...Sometimes there
were aspects that we didn’t like in each other, but we agreed on it and we told
them directly... The first feedback was stressful but then, later on, as it settled
down it was comfortable. (P25)

Balancing Delivery: Three of the participants in OPF group expressed that they had
difficulty in giving peer feedback. Their major challenge was how to put their
feedback into words so that they would not be misunderstood or they would not hurt

their partners’ heart. One of them stated that:

The difficulty of peer feedback is not to be understood personally
(subjectively) while you are making sentences. | was comfortable but even so
I was trying to write my sentences properly so that she won’t be affected
negatively. Maybe if | state something wrongly then she might completely
give it up or won’t do it (P13)
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Inequality among Classes: Almost half of the participants in OPF (n = 5) group
mentioned about the misbalance of workload among classes. One participant
complained about the lack of meetings in other classes and burden of KPSS exam,
and pointed out that their reaction towards peer feedback would be much more
positive if it weren’t for KPSS exam. Some of them complained about how few
hours their friends in other classes taught in Yi404MB Teaching Practice Course.
One participant claimed that: “There is a huge gap between our work load and theirs.
They do nothing. There are some who only comes to teach once or twice. When we

see them we cannot help but get upset. We strive very hard.” (P11)

On the other hand, as a result of the process, four of the participants stressed that
they felt superior when compared to other classes. They did much more practice than
others. They pointed out that they felt much more ready to teach once they start their

profession when compared to other classes.

4.4.1.7. Benefits of Peer Feedback

Various questions were asked in e-journals and interviews to find out how
participants benefited from peer feedback. Three subcategories and their codes
emerged: Usefulness of PF (Useful, Not Useful and Both Useful and Not Useful);
Professional Empowerment (Professionalization, Becoming Aware, Increased
Attention, Putting Theory into Practice, Modeling Partner, Correcting Mistakes and
Solution/Alternative Oriented); Personal Empowerment (Improvement in Personal

Life and Improved Confidence).

4.4.1.7.1. Usefulness of PF

The participants were required to answer the following question from e-journals
every week: “What do you think about the feedback that you received from your
friend? Which aspects of the feedback that you receive you find useful/not useful?”

(E-Journal Question B.2.) The reason behind asking this question is to reveal how
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participants regard peer feedback and whether they value their partner’s feedback.
Since learners usually consider their teachers or supervisors as a source of authority
and a reliable source of information, they value the feedback coming from a higher
status than theirs. Receiving feedback from the same or similar status may not be
considered as valuable as the feedback coming from a higher status. Therefore,
finding peer feedback useful was considered as a sign that participants value it and
regard it as beneficial. A close look at the answers revealed three different answers:
Useful, Not Useful and Both Useful & Not Useful. Useful means participants found
peer feedback beneficial for their performance in the classroom, Not Useful means
participants thought that they didn’t gain any benefit from the peer feedback that they
received and Both Useful & Not Useful means that even though participants found
some aspects of the peer feedback beneficial there are some other aspects that they

thought not so beneficial.

When OPF group participants were asked what they thought about the peer feedback
they received from their partners and which aspects of it they found useful, a great
majority of them stated that they found peer feedback useful. Out of 94 e-journal
entries 78 of them (83%) expressed that they found peer feedback useful.

Almost one tenth of the journals said they didn’t found that week’s peer feedback
useful (n =11, 11.7%) and a very small percentage stated that they found some parts
useful but some parts not useful (n = 5, 5.3%). Three of the entries found peer
feedback useless as they disagree with their partner’s ideas or suggestions in
feedback, four entries stated that feedback was what they expected and what they
were already aware of, therefore, they didn’t find it useful. Two entries stated that the
feedback was repeating itself hence they could not benefit from it. One entry did not
find it beneficial while one expressed that it was focusing on unnecessary details.
Three entries made no explanation for not finding it useful. Figure 4.7. Represents
the distribution of OPF participants’ perception about the usefulness of peer feedback

throughout 8 weeks:
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Figure 4.7. OPF Group: Usefulness of PFB

Further analysis, revealed why they found peer feedback useful. Some of the entries
(n = 7) describe peer feedback as being beneficial. One participant expressed that:
“There was nothing that was not useful about what my friend said, because she
focuses on only important aspects, therefore everything she said was to the point and
beneficial.” (P5, W1).

The e-journals also revealed that peer feedback is motivating for partners (n = 6).
Peer feedback helped them to realize their strengths. One participant expressed her
content like this:

The feedbacks that | have got from my friend are very important for me.
Because they guide me when | do something wrong therefore they are every
beneficial for me. Besides, they are very good in terms of improving my
deficiencies and motivating me for the things | am good at. (P13, W3)

4.4.1.7.2. Professional Empowerment

During the interview the participants were asked: “How do you think you benefited

from giving and receiving feedback? ” (Interview Question 3), “When you look at the
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whole experience, how do you think giving and receiving feedback from your partner
have affected your teaching skills? (Interview Question 6). The aim of asking these
questions was to signify the effect of peer feedback on participants. The results
yielded seven different codes: Professionalization, Becoming Aware, Increased
Attention, Putting Theory into Practice, Modeling Partner, Correcting Mistakes and
Solution/Alternative Oriented. Professionalization meant that participants thought
they became more experienced and improved themselves in their teaching
performance and peer feedback. Becoming aware signified that with the help of peer
feedback, participants became aware of their weaknesses and strengths which would
normally went unnoticed if it weren’t for the peer feedback. Increased attention
implied that participants were able to notice things happening in the classroom more
than before at the end of the process. Putting theory into practice can be explained
by participants making use of their knowledge that they had learnt during their pre-
service teacher education in their Yi404MB Teaching Practice course. Modeling
partner signified that observing their partner guided participants about what worked
best what didn’t and helped them improved their performance. Correcting mistakes
meant that with the help of peer feedback they were able to correct their mistakes.
Solution/Alternative oriented meant that the use of PQP format which required
participants to give solution and looked for alternatives helped them to focus on them

rather than focusing only on the problem.

Only the participant who had conflict with her partner stated that she didn’t see a
significant effect of peer feedback on her teaching skills though she had learnt things
during the process. Two other participants stated that they found peer feedback

beneficial to some extent, but they improved themselves considerably.

Professionalization: Nine of the prospective teacher in OPF group expressed that
they felt they had become more professional in terms of both peer feedback and
teaching skills as they approached to the end of the process. Giving and getting
feedback became easier for them as they got used to it and they overcame their
problems in teaching, thus focusing on positive aspects in the final stages of process.

One of the participants stated that:
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At the very beginning, it (feedback sessions) lasted too long, reaching to 20
minutes.... But last feedback lasted for 9 minutes. After some time, as my
classmate said, we became professionalized. We gain practice and tell
everything comfortably. Actually, after some time, you never talk about the
things you said before, because they are all done. After some time, there is no
need to say “You should do instruction checking.’ because it is already done.
And there is not much left to say. We mention about positive things. (P11)

Another participant stated that they became more experienced. During the interview,

a participant described how he improved his feedback giving skills:

P19: ...There is a huge difference now between the feedback I gave at the
beginning and at the end of the term.

R: Like what?

P19: | have improved, more professionalized. It is not in vain, it is in a better
way.

R: You mean in a deliberate way?

P19: Yes, in a deliberate way.

R: Then when | come to think of it, consider the feedback that you gave to
each other during the methodology classes. How were they?

P19: They were non-sense.

P13: We actually didn’t give real feedback then.

P19: We have improved ourselves in terms of this for now. We can perceive
things better.

Becoming Aware: Another major benefit of this process was to help participants
become aware of themselves. Peer feedback helped them to see their mistakes, their
deficiencies or strengths, what they are good at. In the group interviews, eight of the
participants in OPF group pointed out that, at various times during peer feedback;
they have realized some aspects of their teaching performance that they were not

aware of. One participant noted that:

... It was a very beneficial process. In the end, a second eye is always
observing you. We can’t be aware of some of the things. Even a hand gesture
during the lesson could be wrong. But when she (his partner) says that, it is
very beneficial. | wish it was like this in every moment of my life. Some
would say ‘Wouldn’t it be better if you did it like this?” That’s how I think.
(P19)

Participants stated that they were not aware of their behavior while they were
teaching in the classroom. As they had to pay attention to various things at the same

time, this caused them miss especially some of their mistakes, or deficiencies in their
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performances. However, peer feedback helped prospective teachers to uncover these
mistakes and assisted them to recognize them. One of them expressed that:

My first feedback was about the lesson which | was really prepared.
Therefore, | was lucky; | had a good command on the subject. But my partner
told me that I was always teaching in front of the board and could not extend
monitoring over the classroom. When I watched the video, I couldn’t agree
more. | never walked around the class and stayed there all of the time. So you
become aware of some of the things. (P20)

Similar ideas were also represented in the e-journals of OPF participants. Almost one
fourth of the e-journal entries (n = 23, 24.5%) stated that they found feedback useful
because it helped them to become aware of their weaknesses and strengths. The same

participant noted in her journal that:

| believe that these feedbacks are a great chance for me to become aware of
myself. Because if it were up to me, | had a wonderful lesson but when | saw
my deficiencies | am surprised to see what | have done and | pay attention to
be more careful. | find all of the ideas very good and guiding. (P20, W3)

Increased Attention: Very few participants (n = 2) mentioned about the increased
attention as a result of peer feedback. As the process forced participants to observe
their partners carefully so that they can give feedback to them, it improved their
attention to details in the classroom. One of them said that she paid a lot of attention
to different points during the lesson thinking about what to do about them and how to
do it. As most of the pairs chose a feedback focus, they had to pay more attention to
these aspects. On the other hand, if they were to spend this process by themselves,
they wouldn’t be paying much attention to their performance. However, experiencing

such a process forced them to be more careful as they are supposed to give feedback.

Putting Theory into Practice: They also talked about how this process helped them
put their theoretical knowledge into practice (n = 4). They stressed that giving peer
feedback required them to be knowledgeable about the topic they were providing
feedback for; hence their knowledge was tested in practice. They said that this
process was an effective way of blending their theory with realities of the classroom.
One participant expressed her satisfaction “... We have been taking lessons for many
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years. Realizing that | was able to learn them and doing observation from their
perspective was really nice.” (P5) Another on said that “What | liked most about
giving feedback is not seeing the deficiency of the person | am giving feedback but
being able to see something went wrong. This showed that I knew that it shouldn’t be
done...” (P11)

Modeling Partner: Another major benefit of peer feedback was that participants
modeled their partner or they learned from their partners’ behavior (right or wrong)
during teaching practice. Participants (n = 7) stated that as they were observing their
partner in order to prepare their feedback, they have learned from their partners’
performance. When they realized what their partner did was not working in the
classroom, they decided to use a different approach or an alternative that might work,
or if something worked really well in that classroom they also decided to use it in
their classes as well. When they recognized their partner’s mistakes they avoided
doing the same mistakes in their lesson as well. One participant expressed that:

| also made use of the feedback | gave to my partner. When | saw that an
activity was not working, I did not do it myself. Or when | saw the kids were
not participating the warm-up without a reward, | thought whether they would
join if there was a reward. | observed many times that no answers were given
to the questions in warm-up activities. | asked to myself whether I should
introduce it in a different way, not orally but with a video. That’s how I
benefited. (P8)

Correcting Mistake: OPF members also mentioned that peer feedback provided them
a chance to correct their mistakes. Six of them stated that after receiving feedback
about their mistakes or deficiencies, participants showed effort to correct or
overcome them in the following weeks. They did their best to avoid repeating the
same behavior. One prospective teacher stated that her low tone of voice is
acknowledged by her classmates; however, with the help of her partner, she managed
to use her voice and managed her class effectively at the end of 8 weeks. Another

one said that:

For instance, | always approached students who gave answers first without
noticing. My partner told me this two, three times, started saying one after
another. Then whenever | gave word to students, | remember what my partner
said and started stepping backwards. (P5)
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Solution/Alternative Oriented: A majority of the participants in group interviews (n
= 9) pointed out that peer feedback encouraged them to look for solutions to the
problems that they faced, or search for alternative to improve their teaching.
Participants stated that they enjoyed being provided by different solutions or
alternatives. They were exchanging ideas with each other and testing it in the
following lessons to find out whether it was working or not. One participant stated
that when her partner provided solutions for her mistakes in her performance, it
helped her to lighten up the negative feeling that she failed. Another one found it
very self-improving. One participant said that:

Speaking for myself, it (peer feedback) improved me a lot. Because as my
partner also gives extra ideas, after some time one starts to think of your own
extra alternatives. We might think about the same things ‘I could do this or I
could do that as well.” You realize that in time. I believe it was a beneficial
process. (P13)

Some of the e-journal entries (n = 6, 6.4%) also stated that peer feedback was useful
because it provided options or suggestions for their lesson. In one entry a participant
wrote that:

When 1 think about the feedbacks that I have received from my friend, they
are very useful in general. Because the good things encourage me and the
suggestions that she provides for my deficiencies and the ideas that we
exchange about them are very beneficial to improve myself. (P13, W2)

4.4.1.7.3. Personal Empowerment

The answers that participants gave to the question “How do you think you benefited
from giving and receiving feedback?” (Interview Question 3) revealed how they
benefited from peer feedback personally. It yielded two codes: Improvement in

Personal Life and Improved Confidence.

Improvement in Personal Life: Members in OPF group also mentioned about how
peer feedback process helped them improve themselves in their personal life as well.
Nine of the participants stated that they felt the effect of peer feedback on

themselves. Six of the participants pointed out that they started using the same
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language that they used while giving advice to their family and friends, saying
“Wouldn’t it be better if you did it like this?”” They said that this process “softened”

the way they communicated with other people. One of them explained that:

I think I have started using more ‘I language’ rather than ‘You language’.
When they say something to me I answer them, but I say ‘In my opinion, to
my mind’. Previously, I used to say ‘You did this. You did that’. For instance,
I normally used to have problems with some people in my daily life. When |
approach them now, instead of saying ‘You did this.” I say ‘This happened
and because of that I think like this.” When you say it like that you are
softening it more. And the person before you starts not defending herself but
trying to explain what he was thinking as he did that. | think arguments have
decreased in my life and I get a long more and better. (P20)

A few of the participants stated they became more open to criticism in their personal
life. One of them expressed that she became more patient when dealing with people

or students. She also became more solution-oriented as well.

Improved Confidence: Almost half of the members in group interviews (n = 5)
pointed out that peer feedback assisted them to enhance their self-confidence. Two
participants pointed out that with the help of this process they became more certain
of their skills in teaching; their partners assured them that they could succeed in
teaching. Another one stressed that she felt competent in terms of her skills in both
giving feedback and teaching. One partner explained that:

... For instance, when I do something that does not worked in the class |
really feel bad at that moment in the class..... when my partner brings me a
new solution and says ‘Look, Could you have done it in this way? or You had
better did it that way.’ It feels like he overcomes those negative feelings a
little. | saw that there is really a solution and it becomes evident that | can do
it better. Therefore, | think it was one of the biggest pluses of peer feedback.
(P3)

A few of the entries in e-journals (n = 5, 5.3%) also mentioned feedbacks as useful
for improving themselves or their confidence. Their partner’s feedback made them
feel better and thought highly of their teaching skills increasing their belief that they

would be good teachers.
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4.4.1.8. Future Orientations

In order to find out how they would react towards peer feedback in the future they
were asked “When you start teaching as a profession, do you think you will be
willing to give feedback to and receive feedback from your colleagues? Why?”
(Interview Question 8). Future orientations were about participants’ attitudes about
getting peer feedback from their colleagues when they started profession. Interview
results showed that there was one subcategory and two codes for this main category

as follows: Willingness (Intention of FB Source and Background of FB Source).

4.4.1.8.1. Willingness

Willingness meant whether participants were willing to give and receive feedback
from their colleagues when they started profession. Intention of feedback sources
implied whether the source of feedback had an aim to criticize and humiliate the
feedback receiver or help them to improve themselves. While sharing the same
background with the feedback source would be a preference for the participants,

having different backgrounds might cause misunderstandings according to them.

When the answers of the participants were analyzed it was realized that they were
more willing to take rather than give feedback to their colleagues in the future. Seven
of the participants stated that they would be willing to take feedback from their
colleagues while five of them stated that they would be willing to give feedback to
their colleagues. Some of the participants (n = 5) pointed out that they would be
hesitant to give or get feedback from their colleagues.

Intention of FB Source: The reasons why participants were hesitant to take feedback
can be listed as the intention of the feedback giver i.e. whether they would give
destructive or constructive criticism (n =3). As it was stated before, not knowing
how to use appropriate language and style during feedback might be because

participants felt offended. One of the participants stated that: “For me, it depends on
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the style of feedback. I could be frustrated if someone says ‘How could you do it like
that?’ But if he gives feedback in a nice way, such as giving feedback through

‘leading’ then I would perceive it positively.” (P11)

Background of FB Source: The background of feedback source would affect their
desire for peer feedback as well (n = 3). If the colleague was experienced then some
of the participants preferred not to give feedback to them, regarding them as their
superior. They also believed that having different backgrounds with the colleague
would affect feedback negatively as they had different perspectives to perceive
events in the classroom, or topics discussed during feedback. They stated that since
their colleagues would not know about the peer feedback training they received, they
might not know how to handle the process therefore, misunderstandings might occur.

One of the participants said that:

I would take feedback. About giving feedback... I don’t know. I don’t think it
will be like this when we start the profession. Because of different schools,
we probably will have learnt differently. And like my friend has said, there
will be differences in experience, or there could be age difference.... In the
end, we (classmates) all accepted it as we all studied together and started
doing something like this. But not everyone may welcome it. Therefore, I
have my doubts about giving feedback. But | would like to get feedback.
Because | saw it is beneficial for me.... (P13)

4.4.2. Perceptions of WPF Group
4.4.2.1. Focus of Peer Feedback

When participants were required to answer “When you think about the feedback that
you give to your friend, what have you focused on most, for instance, classroom
management, instructional planning, student engagement etc? ”(E-Journal Question
A.3.), 112 e-journal entries were examined in WPF group. 118 items were identified
for peer feedback focus as participants could choose more than one focus at a time.
The focus of peer feedbacks was coded as Planning, Instruction, Management and
Overall Observation. It was found out that out of 118 items 24 of them were about
Planning (20.3%), 21 of them were about Instruction (17.8%), 47 of them were
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about Management (39.8%) and 26 of them were Overall Observation (22.1%).
Figure 4.8.shows the overall frequency of peer feedback focus throughout 8 weeks.
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Figure 4.8. WPF Group: Focus of PFB

It can be understood that Management had the highest preference as a feedback focus
whereas instruction had the lowest preference. Planning and Overall Observation had
similar percentages of preferences. It could also be concluded that Overall
Observation was a preference for WPF group starting from the middle of the
experiment and reaching to its peak in the final week.

4.4.2.2. Rationale for Peer Feedback Focus

When WPF group answered “Why do you think you have focused on this aspect? Do
you think you could have focused on other aspects as well?” (E-Journal Question
A.4)) six different codes were also formed about how they rationalize their peer

feedback focus: Important Topic, Partner’s Performance, Check Competence,
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Mutual Agreement, Other and No Reason. There were 142 rationales given for peer
feedback focus in WPF group. Out of them, 8 were given as Important Topic (5.6%),
22 of them were given as Partner’s Performance (15.5%), 10 of them were about
Check Competence (7%), 52 of them were about Mutual Agreement (36.6%), 9 of
them had Other reasons (6.3%) and 41 of them had No Reasons (28.9%).
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Figure 4.9.WPF Group: Rationale for PFB

The highest percentage of reason was mutual agreement, implying that partners in
WPF group were in touch with each other to identify their peer feedback focus.
However, the second highest reason was having No Reason, i.e. there was no reason
to choose it as a focus, and they just felt like deciding on that topic and acted
accordingly. Partner Performance was the third highest reason, implying that
participants preferred to focus on the actions of their partners. Check Competence,
Other Reasons and Important topic were preferred the lowest. One can conclude that
WPF group members dwelled on the reasons for their feedback focus, or gave
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thought on rationalizing their choices to a limited extent. Figure 4.9.represents the
distribution of reasons for peer feedback focus throughout 8 weeks.

4.4.2.3. Orientations towards PF

The interview questions’ results [“You have been giving and receiving feedback to
your partner for 8 weeks. What is your opinion of giving and receiving feedback at
the very beginning of the semester and at the end of the semester?” (Interview
Question 1); “What did you like most about giving and receiving feedback?”
(Interview Question 4)] showed that participants hold both positive and negative
orientations, and different feelings towards peer feedback. Categories and their codes
are: Positive Orientations (Positive Attitude, Objectivity and Use of Appropriate
Language); Negative Orientations (Concerns about Negative FB, PF Burnout and
Questioning the Value of PF); Feelings towards PF (Positive, Negative, Both Positive
and Negative and Neutral/Other); Level of Readiness (Willingness and Avoidance).

4.4.2.3.1. Positive orientations

Three different codes were established under this sub-category: Positive Attitude,
Obijectivity and Use of Appropriate Language.

Positive Attitude: Most of the participants in WPF group (n = 9) mentioned about
positive attitudes towards peer feedback. Half of the participants (n = 7) pointed out
that they were comfortable while providing peer feedback to their partners. They also
believed that peer feedback mainly focused on positive aspects even the parts that
included negative aspects of the lesson helped them correct their mistakes. Half of
the participants (n = 7) also stressed that peer feedback was beneficial for them both
professionally and personally which will be discussed in detail in the forthcoming

sections. One participant said that:
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| have realized that when | am observing someone continuously it also
contributed to me. When | was evaluating (my partner) | was thinking like
‘Aaa, this is a good idea, I could also use it’ or ‘OK, when she does this she
gets this kind of response’ it was also beneficial for me, that is to say, (it)
contributed to myself. (P23)

Participants noted that peer feedback was effective because it was guiding and
helping them to take action for their deficiencies. It made them feel that they were
valued by their partners. It also helped them to get to know themselves better. One
participant noted that “Being appreciated was really a beautiful feeling. Your ego is
really satisfied.” (P26). Another one stated that:

Someone observing you means a little like someone caring for me. She
always focuses on you and tries to help you by caring about you. And you
like it, in a way. Maybe we also have negative aspects and you are made to
face them, but someone is sparing time for you and observes you
continuously and cares about what you do. Therefore, you feel the need to
tidy up yourself more. (P23)

Obijectivity: Half of the participants in WPF group (n = 7) believed that they gave
and were given objective peer feedback. Even though they had some concerns about
hurting their partner, they tried to refrain from subjectivity and did their best to
adhere to objectivity. Some of them believed that they received a detailed peer
feedback. Two of the participants in WPF group also thought that they were using
descriptive language in the belief that it would be beneficial not only for them but
also for their partner as well. One participant underlined that her partner did not favor
her by writing only positive things but she also learned about her deficiencies

through constructive and objective peer feedback.

Use of Appropriate Language: Among 14 participants in WPF group, 5 of them
stated that they paid attention to using appropriate feedback or their partner used a
similar language. They believed that the style chosen in peer feedback caused no
hard feelings among them even though they were talking about negative aspects of
the classroom. On the contrary, it was quite useful to see their deficiencies without
getting hurt. They stated that they had learnt to use it in their professional and
personal life. One participant said that:
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... (We have learnt) to be both unbiased and look from a critical perspective.
We were able to elude from our work during the lesson and focus on that
moment and got into the mode by saying ‘I am doing observation right now
and I will give feedback in a moment.” (We have learnt) how to make
criticism. We have understood that criticism doesn’t mean telling everything
bluntly. We have learnt that, in the future, while we are making criticisms in
various stages of our lives, we need to use more appropriate words, (make)
appropriate sentences. (P14)

4.4.2.3.2. Negative Orientations

This sub-category also possessed three different codes: Concerns about Negative FB,

PF Burnout and Questioning the Value of PF.

Concerns about Negative Peer Feedback: More than half of the group members (n =
8) in WPF group had some concerns about negative peer feedback i.e. feedback that
participants gave to or received from their partners about their deficiencies or
mistakes in their teaching performance. A major concern of participants (n 6) was
about negative feedback. They experienced a certain level anxiety about receiving or
giving negative feedback. Consequently, some of them were worried about being

misunderstood by their partner. One of them said that:

At the very beginning, while | was writing about negative things | was
hesitant about creating a perception when I said “You had forgotten to walk
around the class.” What if my partner would say ‘Haven’t you forgotten it
yourself? Have you done everything so well?” But then, later on, as a
requirement of the format, thinking that telling negative things would be
useful for both of us, | got over this in the later feedbacks. (P14)

Even though participants pointed out that they held an open stance towards peer
feedback, some of them expressed their disappointment in reading about their
mistakes. They wanted to hear about what they were good at. They were astonished
to find out about their mistakes or felt embarrassed. They were not so welcoming; on
the contrary, they were resistant to accept negative peer feedback. One of the
participants stated that “Even though my partner wrote 99% positively, when | saw
something negative, I inwardly say ‘Wouldn’t it be better you didn’t write about it?’”
(P24)
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Another major concern about giving negative peer feedback was worries about
hurting partners’ feelings. Three of the participants mentioned about their stress and
anxiety while writing about deficiencies in their reports. One participant narrated
that:

...While I was writing (I was thinking) what if I would hurt her or what if I
exaggerated or what if my sentences were misunderstood?.... 1 thought
(about feedback) but when | put my thoughts on paper | erased my sentences
again saying I shouldn’t write it like this in order not to hurt my partner. (P7)
PFB Burnout: Only one participant in WPF group stated that she experienced a
certain level of burnout during this process. She also believed that there were too
many peer feedbacks like the participants in OPF group and claimed that the number
of peer feedbacks should be limited as she was iterating herself especially after fifth

week. She stated that:

| was telling that | already wrote this last week and it repeated this week.
Should I write it this week? | was torn between them and when | repeat
myself I got bored of it. Then I say ‘I am repeating myself® wondering
whether I am showing enough care. ‘Can’t I see something different? (P22)

Questioning the Value of Peer Feedback: Five participants in WPF group had
questions in their minds about the value of peer feedback. One participant’s
questions were related to how the theory that they have learnt at school could be put
into practice in teaching experience realistically and whether peer feedback can
reflect this appropriately or not. Two of the participants had some initial reservations

about peer feedback at the very beginning of the term. One of them explained that:

At the very beginning | wondered what could be the aim of working with a
pair. | thought about what could be beneficial or harmful about it. I thought
that she knows what I know, she sees what | see. There was a question mark
in my mind about how she could provide help to me as she is a friend.
Two of the participants also expressed their disappointment in the shortness of their
partner’s feedback. While they were providing long and detailed feedback, they were

dissatisfied with the briefness of their partner’s feedback. This caused them show a

preference for supervisor feedback which will be discussed later. Lastly, one
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participant argued about the reliability of peer feedback, questioning its

trustworthiness:

... For example.... There might be a problem... whether what my friend has
seen is related to my profession or has she seen it correctly? You doubt about
it. When you or another instructor gives feedback we approach it more
confidently. Here there is a problem, whether my friend has seen it wrong.
..... In the end she is your friend. If you know her why would she say
something bad? In fact, there is both an aspect that you trust and another
aspect that you do not. (P1)

4.4.2.3.3. Perceptions on How They Felt about PF

The analysis of e-journals in WPF group also revealed the same four codes for this
category: Positive, Negative, Both Positive and Negative, and Neutral/Other.
Participants in WPF group also mainly held positive feelings about giving peer
feedback. Out of 112 e-journal entries in WPF group, 76% of them (n = 85)
expressed positive feelings towards giving peer feedback; only 2.7% of them (n = 3)
expressed negative feelings; 8% of them (n = 9) included both positive and negative
feelings at the same time; and 13.3% of them (n = 15) included entries that could be
counted as neither positive nor negative but neutral/other feelings. Figure 4.10 below
summarizes how participants in WPF group felt while they were giving feedback to

their partners throughout the 8 weeks.
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M Positive B Negative i Both positive & negative  H Neutral/Other

Figure 4.10.WPF Group’s Peer Feedback Giving Experience throughout 8 weeks

Among 112 e-journals in WPF group, a very high percentage of them (n = 92,
82.1%) of them constituted positive feelings while receiving peer feedback. A very
small percentage of them (n = 3, 2.7%) had negative feelings, while a small
percentage included both positive and negative feelings (n = 8, 7.1%). almost one
tenth of the participants (n = 9, 8%) had neutral/other feelings for peer feedback.
Figure 4.11.displays the distribution of frequencies of feelings that WPF group

experienced while receiving feedback week by week.
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Figure 4.11. WPF Group's Perceptions on How They Felt about Receiving PFB
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Positive Feelings: A closer look at the e-journals shed light on some of the
underlying reasons why the participants felt the way they do. A majority of
participants expressed positive feelings while they were giving peer feedback. When
their partner had a successful teaching experience they felt happy while they were
writing feedback to their partner. One participant said that “My partner’s lesson this
week was one of the best so far. Therefore, | wrote with great happiness and
enthusiasm.” (P7, WT). Several of the participants mentioned about their positive
feelings because they believe that giving feedback to their partners also contributed

to their own development:

| believe my partner and | complement each other with the feedback that we
give to each other. As we don’t have any offensive approach, it helps us
improve ourselves and support each other continuously. We learn useful and
creative ways of teaching every week. Actually, we teach only for one hour
but we observe our partner’s lesson and evaluate it which contributes to our
development as if we taught that lesson as well. Seeing that my partner is
transferring things from my observation to her teaching life makes me happy.
(P23, W 6)

Negative Feelings: Very few participants expressed negative feelings while giving
peer feedback (n = 3, 2.7%). One of the participants stated their discomfort while
giving peer feedback as “I don’t feel comfortable/good.” While one of the
participants expressed her discomfort by expressing her confusion about how to use
appropriate language, another participant expressed her being upset because she
envied her partner’s successful performance. Similarly, very few participants
expressed negative feelings while receiving peer feedback. Two of the participants
stated their discomfort while giving peer feedback as “I don’t feel

comfortable/good.”

Both Positive and Negative Feelings: A minority of the participants (n = 9, 8%)
expressed both positive and negative feelings. A few of the participants in WPF
group also expressed a concern for their first experience with peer feedback. They
were hesitant or tense and facing the unknown made them stressful. The participants
had a mix feeling of positive and negative during the first weeks having a fear for the

unknown as one participant said:
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As it was the first feedback and I couldn’t guess how my partner would react
and | had to pay attention to what | would write. Therefore, | felt tense.
Listening to my partner effectively made me follow the lesson more
carefully. However, | enjoyed myself with the hope that what | wrote would
lead her the way and make her question and correct herself. (P7, W1).

Neutral/Other Feelings: Several participants had neutral feelings towards giving peer
feedback. While one participant regarded feedback free from criticism, several
participants stated that their feelings were neutralized as they got used to giving
feedback, starting from the third week. One participant said that “Honestly, | started
to feel ordinary when compared to first weeks.” (P14, W3) Another participant stated
that: “I can’t say I feel something different. This is not criticizing; it is just helping
each other see our deficiencies. Therefore, | think giving feedback is beneficial.”
(P18, W1).

4.4.2.4. Level of Readiness
Two codes were formed under this category: Willingness and Avoidance.

Willingness: The participants in WPF group were also asked to answer the same
questions in e-journals. One of the questions dealt with whether there was anything
that they would like to write their friend but they couldn’t and what prevented them

from doing this.

The results revealed that almost all of the participants in WPF group were willing
while they were giving feedback and they didn’t hold back. Out of 112 e-journal
entries 107 (94.7%) of them stated that they expressed what they wanted to say to
their partners. The participants who held an open stance toward peer feedback talked
about everything that they wanted and did not refrain from mentioning their own or
their partner’s weaknesses so that they can overcome them throughout the whole 8
weeks. One of the participants said that: “No, I don’t think I have refrained from
telling something. I openly mentioned about what happened and aspects that could be
improved.” (P 7, W 1)
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Avoidance: While almost all of the participants were willing to give peer feedback,
as it can be understood from Figure 4.12 below, there were very few occasions when
participants refrained from giving peer feedback. The total number of incidents that

participants avoided giving peer feedback throughout the 8 weeks was 5 (5.3%).
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Figure 4.12.WPF Group’s Level of Readiness

A detailed analysis of e-journals in WPF group revealed that participants in WPF
group also abstained from giving feedback on various situations. One of these
reasons was because one of the partners felt shy to say something to her partner as
she didn’t want to hurt her feelings. Or there might be a disagreement between
partners as what one considered to be a problem could be an unnecessary detail for
the other partner; therefore, he or she remained silent and did not make any
comments on it. As one of the partners stated that ... T feel like the pace of the
lesson is a little slow, it might be because of his monotonous tone of voice. I didn’t

want to say this as my partner might not consider it as a problem.” (P4, W3)

There were a few reasons why participants in WPF group refrain from giving peer
feedback. WPF group participants held back if they thought they saw a problem with
their partner’s teaching but they could not say it as they didn’t want to hurt their
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partner’s feelings. Another reason they avoided giving feedback was the

disagreement between partners.

4.4.2.5. Action to be Taken after PF

Five codes emerged in WPF journals about whether they would take any actions after
their peer feedback: Planning, Instruction, Management, Other and No Change.
There were a total of 134 changes mentioned in 112 e-journals as participants
decided to make more than one change according to the received peer feedback. Out
of 134 changes, 37 of them (27.6%) were about Planning, 40 of them (29.9%) were
about Instruction, and 16 of them (11.9%) were about Management. A small number
of them (n = 6, 4.5%) were changes they want to make in Other areas. Actually these
areas should not be considered as changes to be made but the benefits of peer
feedback. They stated that peer feedback helped them improve themselves, correct
their mistakes or become aware of themselves. Finally, 35 of the entries (26.1%)
stated that they did not want to make any changes (No Change) according to the
given feedback. One the reasons for not making any changes according to peer
feedback was having a successful lesson (n = 26), hence, not needing to make any
changes. It was observed that through the final weeks, especially week 7 and week 8,
the number of participants who believed they had a successful lesson; therefore, they
did not want any changes in their next lesson increases sharply. It can be said that as
the weeks passed they became more experienced and confident in their teaching;
they had fewer mistakes in their classes. The other few reasons for not making any
changes according to peer feedback included disagreement with partner or not
finding the given feedback important or focusing on unnecessary details. Figure
4.13.below summarizes the distribution of changes that participants would like to do

according to the peer feedback they received.
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Figure 4.13. WPF Group: Action to be Taken After PFB

4.4.2.6. Social Relations

There were two categories and their codes: Equal Status (Feeling Empathy, Sharing
Same Background and Feeling Relaxed); Superior-Subordinate (Reliable Source of

FB and Feeling Stressful).

4.4.2.6.1. Equal Status

Feeling Empathy: Six of the prospective teachers stated that they felt empathy
towards their partners. Other types of feedback may not provide empathy for the
participants. One of them expressed that:

She (her partner) knows what you are feeling and to me it is what matters
most because more or less she goes through the same things. It is very
difficult for you (supervisor) to feel the same way. For instance, | would
know where my friend would have got stuck.... You might not feel it that
much. (P2)

Sharing Same Background: Five members mentioned about having same background
with their partners. They especially stressed they went through same stages in their
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teacher education. One participant stated that having same background has a deeper
effect on them. She said: “We know a lot of things and we have learnt a lot in
methodology classes but we didn’t know how we can reflect these into the real
classroom atmosphere. When someone who has the same knowledge sees this, it has

a greater impact on us.” (P14)

Feeling Relaxed: A majority of the participants (n = 7) stated that they would prefer
peer feedback because they felt relaxed with their partners like one participant said
“... getting feedback from my partner helped me to relax...” (P23). They described
their peer feedback as having equal conditions; therefore, they would feel much more
relaxed when compared to other types of feedback. Another one explained that:

Now, we are in a process. We are trying to get used to being a teacher and
getting in front of the students. Now, as we are going through this process, we
have a chance to observe someone who has been through the same processes
like us. If we were to go to these classes by ourselves we wouldn’t be having
such a chance. We have seen what it is that happened to me and | saw the
same thing happening to my friend. We experienced the feeling of success
together. (P1)

4.4.2.6.2. Superior-Subordinate

Reliable Source of FB: Participants in this group pointed out that both cooperating
teachers and supervisors are reliable sources of information when compared to peer
feedback (n = 2).

Feeling Stressful: However, this type of feedback made participants stressful (n = 6),
therefore placing peer feedback as their favorite type of peer feedback. One
participant said that: “Peer feedback would be better, because 1 feel more
comfortable with my friend. When you (supervisor) came, being monitored by a
professional unavoidably causes uneasiness. My friend is like me. You feel that
comfort, therefore it was good.”(P15) Two prospective teachers expressed their

concern for supervisor feedback as they would get a grade for her performance.
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4.4.2.7. Challenges of Peer Feedback Process

Getting Used to: Seven of the participants talked about their initial reservation at the
very beginning of the experiment. Four of the participants pointed out that they had
various emotional reactions. One participant expressed her fear about her ability to
succeed in the process, while another stated her anxiety for first feedback. Some held
worries about negative feedback for the first lesson while others were concerned
about hurting their partner. One participant said that: “(At first) I thought she only
wrote negative things about me. | was annoyed, felt strange. Then | put the things
that I was not aware of (during the lesson) to a side and said ‘Oh, I had better did it
like that.” Then it (feedback) sounded plausible to me.” (P7)

One participant pointed out that she thought the process would be much more
challenging than it actually was. Another one stated that at first she thought it was a

waste of time, and then she realized she became professionalized during the process.

Balancing Delivery: Six members in this group stated that they experienced
problems in finding the right balance in their feedback. When participants were
asked about the difficulties of the process, they pointed out that they were concerned
about being misunderstood. One participant said that: “Find the right weight, to find
the balance between negative and positive criticisms, not to be offending. Because
we are not only together in this teaching practice, but we are together non-stop... Just

in case, it could be understood as something personal.” (P17)

Another great challenge for them was to use the appropriate style while they are

writing. Another participant said that:

While I was writing | had difficulty in picking up my sentences. | was close
with my partner but | have never thought of leaving anything out. As she
especially asked from me to tell her everything, I thought I should tell even
the smallest mistake at least once so that at least she would bear it in her
mind. Nevertheless, expressing that in a beautiful sentence was challenging
... finding the right style. It was difficult at the very beginning then after I got
used to it, it wasn’t difficult. (P23)
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Inequality among Classes: Three participants in WPF group also complained about
the work load when compared to other classes. While one participant complained

about inequality among classes, one of them stated that:

... We only had this problem: While we were striving hard, working hard,
making preparations, other teacher candidates were not spending this much
effort. After hearing about them, seeing them, we were demoralized.
Therefore, it (the process) started to feel very challenging. (P17)

However, they also stressed out that that as a result of this process they also felt
superior to most of the other classes as well in terms of their teaching skills such as

lesson planning or classroom management.

4.4.2.8. Benefits of Peer Feedback

There were three subcategories and their codes: Usefulness of PF (Useful, Not Useful
and Both Useful and Not Useful); Professional Empowerment (Professionalization,
Becoming Aware, Increased Attention, Putting Theory into Practice, Modeling
Partner, Correcting Mistakes and Solution/Alternative Oriented); Personal

Empowerment (Improvement in Personal Life and Improved Confidence).

4.4.2.8.1. Usefulness of PF

Participants in WPF group were also asked about their opinions about the usefulness
of peer feedback they received. Three codes emerged: Useful, Not Useful and Both
Useful & Not Useful. Out of 112 e-journals, they expressed a very high percentage
saying that they found peer feedback Useful (n = 98, 87.5%). WPF group’s reasons
for finding peer feedback useful were more descriptive in nature when compared to
OPF group. The number of e-journals saying that peer feedback was Not Useful was
very low (n = 8, 7.1%), and participants who stated that they found some aspects of
feedback useful but some aspects not were also very few i.e. Useful & Not Useful (n

= 6, 5.4%). The reasons that they found peer feedback useless were similar to OPF
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group. Four of the entries stated that they disagree with their partner, so they didn’t
think it was useful. Five entries said that feedback was what they expected, what they
already knew; therefore, they did not benefit from it. Figure 4.14.below represents
the distribution of opinions of WPF about the usefulness of peer feedback throughout
8 weeks. Three participants found the given feedback unnecessary to focus on. One
entry stated participant’s disappointment as she found feedback short and not very

detailed when compared to the feedback that she gave.
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Figure 4.14. WPF Group: Usefulness of PFB

4.4.2.8.2. Professional Empowerment

Seven codes emerged under this sub-category: Professionalization, Becoming Aware,
Increased Attention, Putting Theory into Practice, Modeling Partner, Correcting

Mistakes and Solution/Alternative Oriented

Professionalization: Participants in WPF group also talked about how they improved
themselves on their teaching skills and peer feedback skills (n = 9). They explained
that this process gave them the opportunity to look at things from a professional i.e.

teacher perspective. Teaching practice course made a significant contribution to their
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development. One of the participants described the process of professionalization in

providing feedback as follows:

At the very beginning, you are shy about it, look at it emotionally, you cannot
evaluate it from a professional perspective.... Then as time passed it
(feedback) became more like something we would like. We didn’t look at it
emotionally such as getting offended anymore; we tried to behave more
professionally. (P17)

The vantage point of feedback changed in time and with the help of the process, their
perspective changed from that of a student to teacher’s perspective. Another student

noted that:

At the very beginning, | was thinking about it (peer feedback) as a waste of
time. Then we put the criteria of previous term into practice this term. We
observed every moment of the lesson according to those criteria or we taught
the lesson while we were aware that we were being observed which made us
become more automatized, how can I say, ... in a good way. | think that it
helped us to take control, become automatized and look at things more
professionally. Therefore, it was good. (P22)

Becoming Aware: Another major benefit of peer feedback was participants’
becoming aware of their actions i.e. their weaknesses and strengths. A majority of
the prospective teachers in this group (n = 10) pointed out that feedback assisted
them to realize or recognize their mistakes, or deficiencies. As they were anxious
during the lesson, they were unaware of their actions. Participants expressed their
surprise when they found out about their behavior in peer feedback. One of them
stressed that peer feedback created awareness in their behaviors. Another one defined
peer feedback as a nice experience to see their deficiencies. One participant remarked
that ... like my friend has said, when we saw something that we haven’t recognized
before we respond like “Aaaah, Have | really done that?” It is something sweet and

an (sweet) atmosphere is created when we become aware of ourselves.” (P14)

Increased Attention: WPF members (n = 6) also stated that this process increased
their attention. As they were supposed to give feedback to their partners, this

required them to be much more careful with a deeper focus on their partner’s
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behavior in the class. One participant stated that if it weren’t for the peer feedback
process, they wouldn’t pay much attention to the lesson, and thus missing a lot of
important points in the lesson. Another one pointed out that she overcame her focus
problem with the help of this process. One of them stated how peer feedback
enforced them to spend increased attention on the lesson and how it provided

opportunity for improvement:

One of the beauties of giving feedback is you and your partner talk about
different things. As you are supposed to give feedback, you have to listen to
the lesson carefully. In my opinion, even just seeing how a topic is told, what
kind of materials is used is very beneficial. (P26)

Putting Theory into Practice: A great number of participants (n = 9) also stated that
peer feedback process helped them put their theoretical knowledge into practice.
They stated that they did their best to put their knowledge into practice as they were
writing peer feedback, which helped them to discover how much they knew. One
participant said that “First and foremost, we tested how well our theoretical
knowledge and methodology knowledge are, we have found out that. Other than that,
we have found out to what extent we can and cannot do their application....” (P1)
And they stated that feedbacks helped them whether they were good at the practice
of the theory or not. One of the participants stated that this process helped her to see

that theory at school can be applicable to real life.

Modeling Partner: Participants (n = 9) also mentioned about how they learnt from
their partners. Just like in OPF group, while they were observing their partners, they
recognized what worked well and what didn’t work in the class. They used their

partner as a model and learnt from them. One member expressed that:

... Later on I realized that observing someone continuously also contributed
something to me as well. When I evaluated (my partner) thinking that ‘Aaaa,
this is a good idea, I can use this as well” or ‘Hmmm, when she does this, she
may get this response’ it was also beneficial for me, I mean contributed to
myself. (P23)

Correcting Mistakes: A majority of the members in this group (n = 9) also pointed
out that peer feedback helped them overcome their mistakes and deficiencies.

Because of their anxiety during the lesson, they failed to notice their mistakes. They
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expressed their astonishment by their mistakes in their feedback. They all regarded
being corrected by their partner positively and worked on their mistakes and

deficiencies to correct or improve them. One prospective teacher stated that:

But I don’t know whether I focused on the negative aspects or not. I tried
really hard in order not to check my lesson plan during the lesson (while 1
was teaching) so that my partner would not repeat that criticism, make no
negative criticism. But this is in a good way. | focused on that (mistake) a lot
in the following weeks, tried not to repeat that mistake. (P22)

Solution/Alternative Oriented: Very few participants (n =2) mentioned about peer
feedback helping them to look for solutions or alternatives in the face of problems.
One participant said that “When you are getting feedback you see your deficiencies.
Your friend gives you ideas about what to do about the mistakes in the lesson. This
provides you a perspective, therefore, it is good.” (P12)

4.4.2.8.3. Personal Empowerment

This sub-category included two codes: Improvement in Personal Life and Improved
Confidence.

Improvement in Personal Life: A majority of the members (n = 9) in this group also
pointed out that peer feedback enhanced their personal life as well. One participant
stressed that she was able to establish empathy in her personal life due to this
process. Four participants noted that they became more tolerant and open to negative
criticism. One of them said that “It teaches you the necessity of being more tolerant
towards criticism. What you used to look at vehemently, you start to become more
tolerant of it.” (P2)

One said he got to know himself better about how to communicate with students.
Another one said she realized what it was like to give constructive criticism in

various stages of her life, how to establish sentences appropriately.

Improved Confidence; Eight of the participants noted that peer feedback had a

positive effect on their self-confidence. One of them expressed that whatever subject
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she received positive feedback, her self-confidence about that issue improved
afterwards. Another participant stated that:

There is such a thing; for instance, she praises you about classroom
management. After knowing the positive criticisms, you go out teaching with
a boosted self-confidence, try to improve your classroom management
excitedly. For instance, you say like ‘I did this.” increasing your power. (P17)

They expressed that their partner enlightened them about their mistakes and indicated
their improvement in their mistakes which gave them self-confidence. One
participant narrated how her partner encouraged her about her teaching, enhancing
her self-confidence: “When you are ripping yourself up ‘No, I couldn’t do it.” about
the things you managed to do, someone says to you ‘No, this was good, but you have

this deficiency.” showing you by minimizing it, gave me more self-confidence.”

Another point that participants expressed in WPF group was peer feedback motivated
them to push themselves harder and to go one step further when they receive positive
feedback from their partner. Peer feedback encouraged them to take further action.
Believing in their skills in teaching after receiving praise, prospective teachers were
motivated to perform better. One participant pointed out: “... I take pains to prepare
something and come up with a product and she tells me the positive aspects of it. |
say “So it was worth it, I should prepare a new one, a better one for next week.” The

idea that it was worth it increases one’s appetite.”

4.4.2.9. Future Orientations

There was one subcategory and two codes for this main category: Willingness

(Intention of FB Source and Background of FB Source).

4.4.2.9.1. Willingness

The participants in this group were also indecisive about feedback in their future

profession. While four of the participants stated that they were willing to take
157



feedback from their colleagues when they started profession, four participants also
stated that they were willing to give feedback as well. Five of the participants, on the
other hand, pointed out that their willingness to take and give feedback depended on
their colleague. One of them expressed her anxiety of being misunderstood by her

colleague during this process.

Intention of FB Source: The intention of the colleague was one of the major factors
that affect their attitude (n = 2). One of the participants pointed out that: “If he comes
to give support it will be great. But if he has an ulterior motive such as finding fault

and criticizing me, then definitely not.” (P17)

Background of FB Source: The background of fb source also affected their

willingness for peer feedback (n = 5). A participant said that:

... I don’t want to be misunderstood; however, | would have a look at the
person, who is saying this (giving me feedback). Is it the principal or vice
principal who is not aware of anything (about language teaching)? Does he
tell this because he wants to annoy me, or because our ideas clash, or is it my
colleague (English teacher) who really tries to help me improve? Who said
that and how he said it, why he said it is also important... (P14)

They stated that, after having such a peer feedback experience, they became more
open to getting feedback from their participants. One participant noted that “... T am
more open to taking (feedback). More open to criticism whether it is positive or

negative. | am more open to comfortably taking someone else’s opinions.” (P23)

4.4.3. Comparison of OPF and WPF Groups’ Perceptions

In this part, a comparison between OPF and WPF groups’ results were made in order
to have a better understanding of each group’s preferences, thoughts and ideas about

peer feedback.
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4.4.3.1. Focus of PF: OPF & WPF

Both groups were compared in terms of their preference for the focus of their
feedback. Figure 4.15.shows how the content of peer feedback is distributed across

the groups and throughout 8 weeks.
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Figure 4.15. Comparison of OPF and WPF Group’s Focus of PF

In terms of Planning, while OPF group preferred it as 11.6%, WPF group’s
preference doubled in size and reached to 20.3%. In terms of Instruction, OPF group
(44.6%) differed with WPF group (17.8) to a great extent. In terms of Management
both groups had similar preferences, while OPF group’s preference for Management
made up 41.2% of the total; it took up 39.2% of WPF group. In terms of Overall
Observation, the groups also differed to a great extent as well. OPF group had a
much lower preference (2.6%) than WPF group (22.1%).
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4.4.3.2. Rationale for PF Focus: OPF & WPF

A comparison was made between OPF and WPF group in terms of the reasons they
gave as a peer feedback focus.17.1% of the entries in OPF group stated that they
chose the feedback focus as they found it important (Important Topic) whereas it was
5.6% in WPF group. 27.4% of the entries stated that their Partner’s Performance
caused them to choose that focus for feedback in OPF group whereas 15.5% stated
like that in WPF group. Both groups had similar preferences to some extent for
Check Competence: OPF group 11.1%, WPF group 7%. OPF group had slightly
higher tendency to find out about their performance and follow their development.
Mutual Agreement was the highest preference for WPF group with 36.6%, whereas it
was 23.9% in OPF group. Both groups counted for Other reasons to choose as a peer
feedback focus: 4.3% in OPF group and 6.3% in WPF group. However, having No
Reason to choose a peer feedback focus in OPF group was almost half the size
(16.2%) of WPF group (28.9%). Figure 4.16.shows the total frequency distribution

throughout the 8 weeks according to two different groups.

Written

Other

Oral

Written 36,6

Mutual
nt

Oral

Written

Check
nce

Oral

Written

nce

Partner’s
Importan | Performa | Compete | Agreeme

t Topic

Oral 27,4

Written

Figure 4.16. OPF and WPF Group’s Rationale for PF Focus
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4.4.3.3. Orientations towards PF: OPF & WPF
4.4.3.3.1. Positive Orientations

Both OPF and WPF participants had a Positive Attitude towards peer feedback.
While 8 (66.7%) of the participants in OPF group talked about having positive
thoughts and feelings about peer feedback, 9 participants (64.3) in WPF group
expressed similar things. In both groups, almost half of the group members (OPF, n
=5 (41.7%; WPF, n = 7, 50%) described peer feedback as being Objective, free
from personal feelings and ideas. Both groups mentioned about the Use of
Appropriate Language during feedback sessions (OPF group, n = 10, 83.3%; WPF
group, n =5, 35.7%).

4.4.3.3.2. Negative Orientations

The concerns that both groups experience about negative peer feedback were
common (Concerns about Negative PFB: OPF, n = 7, 58.3%; WPF, n = 8, 57.1%).
While 4 participants (33.3%) complained about issues related Peer Feedback
Burnout in OPF group, only 1 participant (7.1%) expressed a similar thing in WPF
group. Participants in both groups questioned the value they gave to peer feedback
(Questioning the Value of PFB: OPF, n = 3, 35.7%; WPF, n =5, 35.7%)

4.4.3.3.3. Perceptions on How They Felt about PF

A comparison was made between OPF and WPF groups in order to find out how they
felt while they were giving peer feedback to their partners. Figure 4.17.below
represents the distribution of the total number of frequencies throughout 8 weeks in

both groups’ feelings as they gave peer feedback.
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Figure 4.17. Comparison of OPF and WPF Groups’ Perceptions on How They Felt
about Giving PF

The total number of entries that participants expressed Positive feelings while giving
peer feedback was 63 out of 94 consisting of 67% of the entries in OPF group, while
it was 85 out of 112 entries consisting of 76% of the total entries included positive
feeling in WPF group. 16 entries that consisted of 17% of the total entries included
negative expressions in OPF group, while only 3 entries consisting 2.7% of the total
entries were about Negative feelings in WPF group. A very small number of
participants in OPF group had Both Positive and Negative feelings at the very
beginning of the term with 4 e-journal entries i.e. 4.3 % of the total. Only 9 journal
entries consisting of 8% of total entries in WPF group had both positive and negative
feelings during the first few weeks. 11 journal entries that took up 11.7% of the total
included Neutral/Other types of feelings in OPF group, while 15 entries that took up
13.3% of the total entries included neutral or other feelings in WPF group.

OPF and WPF groups were compared about how they felt while receiving peer
feedback from their partners. Some similarities and differences were revealed. As it
can be seen from Figure 4.18.both groups had higher levels of positive feelings while

receiving feedback. Out of 94 entries 67 of them (71.3%) had Positive feelings in
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OPF group, and out of 112 entries 92 of them (82.1%) included positive feelings
showing that WPF group had slightly higher levels of positive thought and feelings
while receiving peer feedback. On the other hand, 11 of the entries (11.7%) involved
Negative feelings in OPF group whereas there were only 3 entries in total (2.7%) in
WPF group. The number of entries that had Both Negative and Positive feelings was
quite similar to each other in both groups. While there were only 7 entries in OPF
group (7.4%), there were 8 entries (7.2%) in WPF group. Entries that involved
Neutral/Other feelings in OPF group were 9 (9.6%) and it was 9 (8%) in WPF group.
Figure 4.18.displays the distribution of frequencies of how participants felt while
getting peer feedback throughout the 8 weeks.
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Figure 4.18. Comparison of OPF and WPF Groups’ Perceptions on How They Felt
about Receiving PF

4.4.3.3.4. Level of Readiness

A comparison between OPF and WPF groups in terms of their willingness to provide
peer feedback revealed some similarities and differences between the two groups.
Both groups had a very high percentage of Willingness to provide giving peer
feedback, i.e. they held an open stance to give peer feedback focusing on both

strengths and weaknesses of their partner’s teaching. In OPF group 87.5% of the e-
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journals stated that they were willing to provide peer feedback to their partners. On
the other hand, WPF group had a higher percentage (94.7%) of willingness to

provide peer feedback.
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Figure 4.19.Comparison of OPF and WPF Groups’ Level of Readiness

The total number of incidents in which participants in OPF group reported that they
avoided giving peer feedback throughout 8 weeks is 14 out of 96(Avoidance). It
consists of 12.5% of the total of e-journals. On the other hand, only 5 out of 112
incidents of refraining from giving peer feedback were reported in WPF group
throughout 8 weeks that consisted of 5.3% of the total number of e-journals, almost

two times less than OPF group.

4.4.3.4. Actions to be Taken After PF: OPF & WPF

The two groups’ results were compared in terms of the actions they would take
according to the received peer feedback. OPF group was slightly different than WPF
group in terms of Planning, OPF group’s percentage is 31.6% and WPF group’s
percentage is 27.6%. There was also a slight difference between the two groups in
terms of Instruction. OPF group’s percentage was 24.8 while WPF group’s
percentage was 29.9. In terms of Management, the percentage of OPF group (23.9)

164



doubled the percentage of WPF group (11.9). While there was only one action they
would take in Other fields in OPF group (0.9%) there were more changes to be done
in other fields in WPF (4.5%). There was a difference between the two groups in
terms of No Action. OPF group decided to make no changes according to peer
feedback with 18.8%, while it was 26.1% in WPF group. Figure 4.20.displays the
difference between the two groups.

Written 26,1

Written

Written

Written 29,9

Instructio | Managem

Written

Planning

Figure 4.20. OPF and WPF Groups: Action to be Taken After PF

4.4.3.5. Social Relations: OPF & WPF
4.4.3.5.1. Equal Status

Both groups’ members talked about the similar perceptions about the effect of social
relations on feedback. Half of the group members in both groups stated that they
would prefer peer feedback when compared to other types of feedback. 5 participants
(41.7%) in OPF group stated that they empathize with their partner in peer feedback
while 6 participants (42.9%) thought so in WPF group (Feeling Empathy). 5
participants in both groups (OPF, 41.7%; WPF, 35.7%) talked about having the same
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background with their partners while giving peer feedback (, Sharing Same
Background). While only one participant in OPF group (8.3%) mentioned about
feeling relaxed while giving peer feedback, 7 participants (50%) talked about feeling

comfortable during peer feedback (Feeling Relaxed).

4.4.3.5.2. Superior-Subordinate

While only 2 participants (16.7%) stated that they would prefer all types of feedback
including supervisor, cooperating teacher or self-feedback in OPF group, 4
participants (28.6%) in WPF group stated that they would prefer feedback from their
supervisor or cooperating teacher. They regarded them as a Reliable Source of
Information, more experienced than their peers and knew the class better than them.
However, they also pointed out that this type of feedback makes them Feel Stressful
(OPF, n =1, 8.3%; WPF, n = 2, 14.3%). They wouldn’t prefer to receive feedback
from their supervisors or cooperating teacher because of their anxiety as they will be

graded.

4.4.3.6. Challenges of PF Process: OPF & WPF

Both group members expressed their anxiety, fears and worries about the first
feedback session. They worried about breaking their partner’s feelings, they were
anxious about not knowing what to look for or what to expect before the first
feedback session. OPF group members experienced more difficulty in adapting this
process (n = 7, 58.3%) than WPF group members (n = 7, 50%). Both group
members, however, after going through the adaptation process, got over these
feelings once they got used to the process (Getting Used to).

It was found out that participants in WPF group experienced more difficulty (n = 6,
42.9%) while trying to find the right balance in their feedback (Balancing Delivery )

i.e. how to state both positive and negative aspects of lesson so as not to offend their
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partner, or not to be misunderstood when compared to OPF group members (n = 3,
25%).

Both groups shared the view that peer feedback process was challenging but fruitful.
However, there was frustration among them upon seeing the way the other classes
carried out teaching practice course with a much lighter workload. While 5
participants (41.7%) in OPF group complained about inequality among classes, 3

participants (21.4%) in WPF group complained about it (Inequality Among Classes).

4.4.3.7. Benefits of PF: OPF & WPF
4.4.3.7.1. Usefulness of PF

While 83% of the e-journals in OPF group stated that they found that week’s peer
feedback Useful, 87.5% of the e-journals in WPF group stated the same thing. While
11.7% of the e-journals in OPF group stated that they found the feedback Not Useful,
7.1% of the e-journals in WPF group reported the same thing. Finally, both groups
expressed that some parts of peer feedback were useful but some parts were not
useful (Both Useful & Not Useful) (OPF 5.3% and WPF 5.4%).
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Figure 4.21. OPF and WPF Groups: Usefulness of PF

4.4.3.7.2. Professional Empowerment

Participants in both groups acknowledged various benefits of peer feedback. 9
participants in both groups (OPF, 75%; WPF, 64.3%) stated that after this process
their peer feedback giving and receiving skills improved. They also showed progress
in their teaching skills as well. Both improvements contributed to their feeling
professional (Professionalization). They both believed that with the help of peer
feedback they became aware of their weaknesses and strengths (Becoming Aware:
OPF, n =8, 66.7%; WPF, n = 10, 71.4%). Only 2 participants (16.7%) in OPF group
mentioned about their attention getting increased whereas 6 participants in (42.9%)
WPF group mentioned about Increased Attention as a result of peer feedback. While
one third of the participants (n = 4, 33.3%) in OPF group stated that they Putting
Theory into Practice with the help of peer feedback, a majority of the WPF group
members (n = 9, 64.3%) also gave a similar statement. Both groups expressed that
their theoretical knowledge is tested and put into practice during this process (OPF, n
= 4, 33.3%; WPF, n = 9, 64.3%). Both groups” members also acknowledged that
their partners have become a model for them to learn from (Modeling Partner: OPF,
n =7, 58.3%; WPF, n =9, 64.3%). 6 participants (50%) in OPF group peer feedback
helped them to correct their mistakes, while 9 participants (64.3%) stated that they
corrected their mistakes that were mentioned in their feedback (Correcting
Mistakes). While 9 participants (75%) in OPF group pointed out that peer feedback
process helped them look for solutions when faced with problems or look for
alternatives to try new ways in teaching, there were only 2 participants (14.3%) in
WPF group (Solution/Alternative Oriented).
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4.4.3.7.3. Personal Empowerment

Participants in both groups mentioned about the impact of peer feedback on their
personal development (Improvement in Personal Life). Both group members stated
that they have begun to use similar language that they used in peer feedback while
communicating with other people and giving them advice pointing out their
communication improved. 9 participants in both OPF (75%) and WPF group
(64.3.%) mentioned about improvements in personal life.  Furthermore, 5
participants in OPF group (41.7%) and 8 participants in WPF group (57.1%)
expressed how their confidence improved after working with a partner (Improved

Confidence).

4.4.3.8. Future Orientations: OPF & WPF
4.4.3.8.1. Willingness

Even though both group members stated that they are more open to peer feedback
they had some reservations about giving and taking feedback from their colleagues
once they start the profession. Both group members listed same reasons for their
reservations. 4 participants (33.3%) in OPF group and 2 participants (14.3%) claimed
that the Intention of The Feedback Source had a significant effect on their
willingness for peer feedback. Similarly, 3 participants (25%) in OPF group and 5
participants (35.7%) in WPF group surmised that Background of The Feedback

Source would determine whether to work collegially with peer feedback.

4.4. Summary of Quantitative Findings

Wilcoxon Signed Ranks test was used by comparing participants’ pre-test ETES and
post-test ETES scores in order the find whether their efficacy level changed after

peer feedback. The summary of the findings are presented below.
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Table 4.6.
Summary of ETES Results of the Participants According to Subscales

ETES Subscales Group z p r

Planning OPF 2449 .014 -.49
WPEF 2262 .024 -.42
Instruction OPF 2.669 .008 -54

WPF 1229 .219 -.23

The findings revealed that participants who went through peer feedback experienced
significant increase their teacher efficacy in all of the subscales: Planning,
Instruction, Management (p <.05), indicating medium to large effect size (.30>r>.50)
(Field, 2005).

Wilcoxon Signed Ranks was run again. However, this time the test was carried out
separately for each group (OPF/WPF) so as to find out whether there was a change in
each group’s teacher efficacy levels according to the subscales of ETES. The

findings are summarized in Table 4.7 below:

Table 4.7.
Comparison of OPF and WPF Groups According to Subscales of ETES

ETES Subscales Group z p r

Planning OPF 2449 014 -49
WPF 2262 .024 -.42
Instruction OPF 2.669 .008 -.54

WPF 1229 .219 -.23
Management OPF  2.852 .004 -.58
WPF 1985 .053 -.37

As it can be understood from the table, while there was a significant difference in

OPF group’s teacher efficacy scale regarding Planning, Instruction and Management

(p <.05), indicating a large effect size (r > 50) (Field, 2005), there was only a

significant difference in WPF group’s result in Planning (p< .05, .30>r>.50),
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indicating a medium to large effect size. There was no significant increase in WPF
group’s scores in Instruction (p >.05, r <.30), indicating a small effect size. There
was also no significant increase in their Management scores (p >.05, r >.30),

indicating a medium effect size.

Table 4.8.

Summary of Mann Whitney U Pre-test/Post-Test Results

Subscale Test U p r
Planning Pre 5850 0.188 -.26

Post 63.00 0.276 -.21
Instruction Pre 63.00 0.276 -.21
Post 60.00 0.222 -.24
Management Pre 78.00 0.756 -.06
Post 73.50 0.586 -.10

As it can be understood from the table above, There was no significant difference
between OPF and WPF groups Pre-test scales in Planning, Management and
Instruction (p> .05, r<.30) indicating a small effect size. Similarly, when the test was
run again for Post-test scores, no significant difference was found between OPF and
WPF groups’ teacher efficacy scales in Planning, Management and Instruction (p>

.05, r<.30), indicating a small effect size.

4.5. Summary of Qualitative Findings

Table 4.9.summarizes the qualitative results gathered from thee-journals and group
interviews. As it could be understood from the table, OPF group had a higher
preference for a specific feedback focus, while WPF group preferred to focus on the
lesson in general. While OPF group identified their reasons more specifically for the
selection of their topics, almost half of the observations in WPF group showed no

reason to choose feedback focus. As for orientations towards PF, both groups held
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similar ideas, feelings and beliefs about peer feedback that are positive. Yet OPF
group seemed to have a higher usage of appropriate language while giving and
receiving feedback. Both groups had concerns about giving and receiving negative
feedback. OPF group seemed to experience a much higher burnout than WPF group
at the end of this process. Although both groups looked like they had similar feelings
towards feedback, it was understood that OPF group was experiencing more negative
feelings than the WPF group. In terms of level of readiness, WPF group was more
willing to give feedback than OPF group, hence, OPF group had a higher avoidance
percentage. Both groups had similar preferences for taking an action depending on
the feedback they received, yet OPF group would take actions about Management,
almost double times more than WPF group. A higher number of WPF participants
decided not to make a change in their teaching due to peer feedback they received.
As for Social Relations, both groups shared similar ideas about their peers who had
equal status with them. However, a higher number of WPF participants used the term
“relaxed” when working with their partners. Both groups had lower preference for
getting feedback from a superior when compared to peers, even though they regarded
it as a more reliable source of information. Both groups experienced similar
challenges and needed time to get used to the process. WPF group claimed to have
more difficulty in balancing their feedback delivery to their partners, while a higher
number of participants in OPF group complained about inequality among other
classes. Both groups had similar beliefs about the usefulness of peer feedback. A
very high percentage of participants in both groups found it useful, while a small
percentage of them found it not useful or some aspects useful but some not. Both
OPF and WPF groups mentioned about professional empowerment of peer feedback
process. More than half of the participants in both groups felt more professional,
became aware of their actions and correcting their mistakes. However, a higher
number of WPF participants mentioned about putting theory into practice (doubling
OPF group). On the other hand, OPF group claimed that they had become more
solution and alternative oriented, whereas only one fifth of the WPF group expressed
this belief. While OPF group stated a higher level of improvement in personal life,
WPF group stated a higher level of improvement in their confidence. Both groups

talked about their future orientations about peer feedback depending on the intention
172



of the feedback source and the background of the feedback source. More participants
in OPF group mentioned about the importance of the intention of the feedback source
than WPF group.

173



v.1

Table 4.9.
Summary of Qualitative Results

Oral Peer Feedback Group Written Peer Feedback Group

Focus of PF

Rationale for PF Focus

Orientations towards PF

Planning (n = 14, 11.6%)
Instruction (n =54, 44.6%)
Management (n =50, 41.2%)
Overall Observation (n =3, 2.6%)

Important Topic (n = 20, 17.1%)
Partner’s Performance (n = 32, 27.4%)
Check Competence (n =13, 11.1%)
Mutual Agreement (n = 28, 23.9%)
Other (n =5, 4.3 %)

No Reason (n =19, 16.2%)

Planning (n = 24, 20.3%)

Instruction (n =21, 17.8%)
Management (n = 47, 39.8%)
Overall Observation (n = 26, 22.1%)

Important Topic (n = 8, 5.6%)
Partner’s Performance (n = 22, 15.5%)
Check Competence (n = 10, 7%)
Mutual Agreement (n =52, 36.6%)
Other (n =9, 6.3%)

No Reason (n =41, 28.9%)

Positive Orientations

Positive Attitude (n = 8, 66.7%)
Objectivity (n =5, 41.7%)
Use of Appropriate Language (n = 10, 83.3%)

Positive Attitude (n = 9, 64.3%)
Obijectivity(n = 7, 50%)
Use of Appropriate Language (n =5, 35.7%)

Negative Orientations

Concerns about Negative FB (n = 7, 58.3%)
PF Burnout (n = 4, 33.3%)
Questioning the Value of PF (n = 3, 25%)

Concerns about Negative FB (n = 8, 57.1%)
PF Burnout (n =1, 7.1%)
Questioning the Value of PF(n = 5, 35.7%)

Perceptions on How
They Felt about Towards
PF

Positive (n = 67, 67%)

Negative (n = 16, 17%)

Both Positive and Negative (n = 4, 4.3%)
Neutral/Other (n = 11, 11.7%)

Positive (n = 85, 76%)

Negative (n = 3, 2.7%)

Both Positive and Negative (n = 9, 8%)
Neutral/Other (n = 15, 13.3%)

Level of Readiness

Willingness (n = 89, 87.5%)
Avoidance (n =14, 12.5%).

Willingness (n = 107, 94.7%)
Avoidance (n =5, 5.3%)
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Table 4.9. (cont’d)

Actions to be Taken after
PF

Social Relations

Planning (n = 37, 31.6%)
Instruction (n = 29, 24.8%)
Management (n = 28, 23.9%)
Other (n=1, 0.9%)

No Change (h = 22, 18.8%)

Planning (n = 37, 27.6%)
Instruction (n = 40, 29.9%)
Management (n = 16, 11.9%)
Other (n = 6, 4.5%)

No Change (n = 35, 26.1%)

Equal Status

Feeling Empathy (n =5, 41.7%)
Sharing Same background (n =5, 41.7%).
Feeling Relaxed (n = 1, 8.3%)

Feeling Empathy (n = 6, 42.9%)
Sharing Same background (n = 5, 35.7%)
Feeling Relaxed (n = 7, 50%)

Superior-Subordinate

Challenges of PF Process [

Benefits of PF

Reliable Source of FB (n = 2, 16.7%)
Feeling Stressful (n =1, 8.3%)

Getting Used to (n = 7, 58.3%)
Balancing Delivery (n = 3, 25%)

Inequality among Classes (n = 5, 41.7%)

Reliable Source of FB (n = 4, 28.6%)
Feeling Stressful (n = 2, 14.3%)

Getting Used to (n = 7, 50%)
Balancing Delivery (n = 6, 42.9%)
Inequality among Classes (n = 3, 21.4%)

Usefulness of PF

Useful (n =78, 83%)
Not Useful (n =11, 11.7%)
Both Useful & Not Useful (n =5, 5.3%)

Useful (n = 98, 87.5%)
Not Useful (n =8, 7.1%)
Both Useful & Not Useful (n = 6, 5.4%)

Professional Empowerment

Professionalization (n = 9, 75%)

Becoming Aware (n = 8, 66.7%)

Increased Attention (n = 2, 16.7%)

Putting Theory into Practice (n = 4, 33.3%)

Modeling Partner (n = 7, 58.3%)
Correcting Mistakes (n = 6, 50%)
Solution/Alternative Oriented (n = 9, 75%)

Professionalization (n = 9, 64.3%)
Becoming Aware (n = 10, 71.4%)

Increased Attention (n = 6, 42.9%)

Putting Theory into Practice (n =9, 64.3%)
Modeling Partner (n = 9, 64.3%)

Correcting Mistakes (n = 9, 64.3%)
Solution/Alternative Oriented (n = 2, 14.3%)

Personal Empowerment

Improvement in Personal Life (n =9, 75%)
Improved Confidence (n =5, 41.7%)

Improvement in Personal Life (n =9, 64.3%)
Improved Confidence (n = 8, 57.1%)

Future Orientations
Willingness

Intention of FB Source (n = 4, 33.3%)
Background of FB Source (n = 3, 25%)
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CHAPTER YV

DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS

This chapter presents the discussions and implications in relation to the study.
Firstly, research questions’ results are briefly given and discussed in detail. The
discussion also contains related research and literature about feedback and teacher
efficacy. Finally, implications for educational practice and implications for future
research are presented in relation to peer feedback and teacher efficacy.

5.1. Discussion of the Results

As a result of analyzing the findings of this study, the following conclusions were
reached. First of all, for the first research question on whether there was a significant
difference between pre and post-test efficacy levels of pre-service teachers who were
subjected to peer feedback indicated that peer feedback had a significant effect of
pre-service teacher’s teacher efficacy belief. The participants who were subjected to
peer feedback experienced a significant level of increase in their teacher efficacy in
terms of Planning, Instruction and Management. Thus, it could be concluded that
peer feedback has a potent impact on prospective teachers’ teacher efficacy. The
results of this study are in line with Bowers’ (1999), Gemmel’s (2003) and Goker’s
(2006) findings. In her study, Bowers, studied peer observation and feedback and
how teachers perceive them. Teachers stated that their teaching is validated by peer
feedback. The results reported an increase in teachers’ confidence and self-efficacy.

Gemmel wanted to identify the effects of peer coaching which also included
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observation and peer feedback and she found that it improved the efficacy of pre-
service teachers profoundly. On the other hand, Goker wanted to find out about the
difference between experimental group who received peer coaching and control
group who didn’t get any peer coaching in terms of their efficacy beliefs. There was
a significant difference between the two groups, experimental group had a higher
efficacy than control group. The results were confirming Bandura’s (1977) social
cognitive theory as well. The findings of the study suggested that feedback which is
considered as an environmental factor has a deep impact on self-efficacy (a personal

factor) and the behavior of the individual i.e. teaching performance.

As for the second research question on whether there was a significant difference in
teacher efficacy level of pre-service teachers who were given different modes of peer
feedback showed that there was no significant difference between pre and post test
results of OPF and WPF group in terms of their teacher efficacy levels. Both groups’
efficacy levels were the same when they started the study and their efficacy levels
were also similar when they finished the study. Hence, it could be claimed that peer
feedback had similar effects on pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy regardless of
the mode it was provided. As this study employed no control groups it was not
possible to make a comparison. No significant differences between two feedback
groups might be related to the effectiveness of peer feedback on pre-service teachers’
teacher efficacy regardless of the mode it was given. These findings are similar to the
findings of Erdemli’s study (2006). In her study, Erdemli worked on the differential
effects of feedback delivery methods: written feedback versus written plus verbal
feedback on the rater and the ratee in a military context. There was no significant
difference in terms of participants’ utility and affective reactions as well as job
performance between the two groups. Hence, based on these results it could be
claimed that whether it is written or oral, peer feedback has an influential potential to

improve pre-service teachers’ efficacy levels.

However, the third research question on whether there was a significant difference
between OPF and WPF groups in terms of their pre and post-test scores also revealed
that OPF affected teacher efficacy of pre-service teachers more than WPF. The

results indicated that while participants in OPF group significantly increased their
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teacher efficacy levels in all the subscales of ETES (Planning, Instruction,
Management), WPF group had a significant increase in only Planning and there was
no significant increase in Instruction and Management. Thus, it could be claimed that
oral feedback has a deeper impact on pre-service teachers’ efficacy than written
feedback. Since the findings of the statistical analysis did not enlighten the reasons
for this result, e-journals and semi-structured group interviews were used to identify
the reasons. The following part that focused on the last research question also aimed
to enlighten the underlying reasons for the difference between OPF and WPF group

in terms of their teacher efficacy levels.

The final research question aimed to identify the perceptions of pre-service teachers
on different modes of peer feedback. As it was already presented in results section of
this study, eight different categories and their codes were determined according to
the analysis of research instruments: Focus of PF, Rationale for PF Focus,
Orientations towards PF, Actions to be Taken after PF, Social Relations, Challenges
of PF Process, Benefits of PF and Future Orientations. The detailed analysis of e-
journals and semi-structured group interviews revealed some similarities and
differences between OPF and WPF group in terms their perceptions towards peer
feedback. The discussion will be carried out according to these eight main categories
and their codes.

Focus of PF: First of all, there was a difference between the two groups in terms of
peer feedback content. The results of the study revealed that even though OPF group
was smaller in size, their number of peer feedback focus (n = 121) was greater than
WPF group (n = 118). This could be as a result of having face-to-face interaction
where they had a chance to reflect on each other’s feedback at that moment and focus
on more than one thing at a time and came up with more ideas spontaneously during
the course of oral feedback session. On the other hand, WPF group’s communication
was one way, where they didn’t have a chance to respond to their partner, limiting
the options for developing new topics of focus that might stem from mutual

discussion over the observation.
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The content analysis of the e-journals revealed that there were four different codes in
terms of peer feedback content: Planning, Instruction, Management and Overall
Observation. WPF group showed a much higher preference for Overall Observation
than OPF group (2.6% vs 22.1%, respectively). Most of the Overall Observation took
place mostly after the mid-point of the process i.e. 4™ feedback. The difference
between the two groups could be as a result of lack of two-way interaction between
pairs in WPF groups. It can be said that having face-to-face interaction might cause
better communication between the OPF partners, having a chance to discuss over
what they would like to focus on and why, while written interaction may lack such a
correspondence resulting in participants focusing on general aspects of the lesson. As
a result of high level of communication, OPF group pairs had a higher variety for
feedback focus than WPF group. Written communication led to fewer topics to be
covered in peer feedback, and a tendency to focus on overall observation when
compared to OPF group.

Rationale for PF Focus: The detailed analysis of research instruments also yielded

results for the rationale of the peer feedback focus. It was found out that OPF group
could identify and present a more varied and balanced rationale for the focus of
feedback preferences when compared to WPF group. For instance, more participants
in OPF group believed that some issues were very important to dwell on for
observation (Important Topic) and as some participants expressed, they were a
“must” for a teacher to have, and therefore they wanted to find out their performance
about that skill. Similarly, Partner’s Performance and Check Competence in OPF
group were also higher than WPF group. When OPF group’s rationale for peer
feedback focus was analyzed, 60% of their preference had a specific reason. On the
other hand, WPF group had a much lower specificity (38%). One third of the
preferences in WPF group had no specific reason to choose a focus. This could be
again considered as a result of better correspondence between OPF partners, such as
consulting each other and talking over the content of observation, or a deeper sharing

of ideas before the observation to determine and clarify feedback focus.

Orientations towards PF: The results of the study revealed that both OPF and WPF

participants had a Positive Attitude towards peer feedback Both groups described
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peer feedback as ‘“beneficial” in terms of personal and academic development.
Furthermore, both groups stated that peer feedback helped them get to know about
themselves and their teaching skills better and helped them overcome their
deficiencies. Hence, it could be said that both OPF and WPF groups held similar
positive attitudes towards peer feedback. Gemmel’s (2003) study revealed a similar
result as well. After being subjected to peer coaching, most of the participants in her
study developed a positive attitude towards this experience. Rauch and Whittaker
(1999) carried out an exploratory study on the perceptions of pre-service teachers on
peer observation and feedback. The results indicated that participants also held
positive perceptions towards peer feedback. The findings of this study and the
literature claimed that peer feedback bears a positive value for feedback givers and
takers, proving itself to be beneficial from the perspective of its users. Similarly, the
results of the study showed that both group members regarded peer feedback as
reliable. As Acheson and Gall (1997) claimed, if peer feedback process is properly
executed and proper training is provided on how to carry out the feedback
conferences, then the feedback would consist of objective data and decreases the risk
of hurting partners. Both OPF and WPF participants described peer feedback as
being objective (Objectivity). To illustrate, almost half of the group members in both
groups stressed that peer feedback included descriptive account of events that kept it
away from subjectivity and even the negative aspects that they received were
welcomed as they believed in the objectivity and benefit of peer feedback. Hence, it
could be said that both group members regarded peer feedback as a reliable source of
information, reflecting the true performance of the individuals. Only two participants
in OPF group and one participant in WPF group had concerns about the reliability of
peer feedback. One of the participants in OPF had problems with her partner who
usually focused on the negative aspects of the lesson. Another participant warned her
partner not to focus too much on the positive aspects of the lesson and dwell on the
negative aspects as well. However, it should be noted that in this case, the participant
in question, reported this incident through the end of the process when they felt that
they were repeating themselves which will be discussed later in this part. One of the
suggestions to improve the quality of peer feedback process was to change partners

at least once during the term. In this way, recurrence will be avoided. One participant
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in WPF group implied that supervisor’s feedback was more reliable than peer’s
feedback which would be discussed further. However, it should be underlined that
pre-service teachers generally described peer feedback as a reliable and objective
source information as a result of receiving proper training on peer feedback just like
Acheson and Gall (1997) claimed.

The results of the study also demonstrated that peer feedback training worked
effectively on the participants. As it was previously explained, peer feedback training
focused heavily on using PQP format that helps participants to focus on the
performance not the performer and describe their observation and feedback in the
most objective and constructive manner which are considered as features of effective
feedback (Clynes & Raftery, 2008; Quilligan, 2007; Schartel, 2012). Both OPF and
WPF members in this study mentioned about the Use of Appropriate Language
during feedback sessions. The appropriate style used in peer feedback helped them
accept even the negative aspects of the lesson easily as it was given in an objective
and constructive manner. Similarly, the participants reflected on peer feedback as
being reliable, describing the flow of the events, and constructive as it represented
the observation of the action together with suggestions or asking for ideas, focusing
on the performance not performer as aforementioned. Various studies also stressed
the importance of proper feedback training. Rauch and Whittaker (1999) underlined
the importance of providing a guideline to participants so that they would focus on
identifying their strengths, talking over the points they disagreed, solving problems
and looking for alternatives and setting goals so that a meaningful discourse would
be created. According to the study by Gemmel (2003), training on giving peer
feedback, especially how to give negative critical feedback was crucial. In her study,
Gemmel worked on the effects of peer coaching. The results of the study indicated
that participants experienced difficulty and hence refrained from giving feedback to
their partners when they were talking about negative aspects of the lesson. Therefore,
Gemmel stressed the need for further training on peer feedback that focused on using
appropriate language so that participants could be more honest with their partners.
Likewise, Erdemli (2006) also claimed that if performance feedback was to be used
as an integral part of education, then feedback training programs were needed in
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order to carry out a more effective education. Neighbors’ (2012) study also found
that when feedback was given in a constructive way, it affected the performance of
the feedback receiver i.e. teacher. They felt secure, believed in the benefits of peer
feedback. Hence, the importance of using appropriate language should be an integral
part of teacher education programs. The researcher, definitely believes in the
exploitation of peer feedback. When the users once realize in the objectivity and
reliability of peer feedback, they could be more willing to use it and use it more
effectively. As Gan (2014) also claimed in his study, the impact of peer feedback
training resulted in the mutual trust and respect among peers which are similar to the
findings in this study. The results of this study conform with similar studies in the
field, revealing the importance of proper feedback training. Such training is fruitful
in obtaining objective feedback that is easy to accept by the pre-service teacher

whether it is negative or positive.

The results also revealed that the number of participants mentioning the use of
appropriate language in OPF group doubled the number of WPF group members.. It
could be concluded that selection of words and expressions when accompanied with
face-to-face interaction and non-verbal language matter more for OPF group
members than WPF group members. It is not that WPF group members used
language that was not appropriate in peer feedback. However, having face-to-face
communication could have affected OPF group members’ attention more about the
way they used language. They experienced immediate reaction of their partners’,
therefore; they might feel more pressure to pay more attention to the language they
used. On the other hand, WPF group members wrote down their ideas without
knowing or noticing their partner’s response. The stress of interlocutor’s reaction
does not exist in written communication especially when talking about negative
aspects of the teaching performance. Hence, it could be stated that OPF group
members were more concerned about their use of words or expression in peer

feedback when compared to WPF group members.

The results of the study also pointed that both OPF and WPF group members went
through similar worries (Negative Orientations) about being misunderstood by their

partners especially when they were about to give and receive negative feedback
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(Concerns about Negative FB). They were not so welcoming towards negative
feedback at some point during the process or they had worries about hurting their
partner’s feelings. However, it was noted that two of the participants in OPF group
pointed out that they were embarrassed to find out about their mistakes and got
annoyed by it. This could be as a result of face-to-face interaction with partners.
Having oral communication bears the risk of losing face when compared to written

communication.

The results of the study also indicated that participants avoided confrontation with
their peers especially when there was a negative aspect to be discussed or they were
discontent about something. Instead of discussing it openly with their peers they
preferred to talk implicitly about it and hoped that their partners would get the hint,
or they totally abandoned the idea of talking about it. This was considered to be an
impact of eastern culture focusing on harmony and avoiding individualism and
confrontation. Liaw’s study (1999) also found a similar result in which teachers who
participated in the study avoided face-to-face interactions while discussing classroom
issues. All in all, it could be stated that the major concerns that participants in both
groups had were about giving or receiving negative feedback. They showed
resilience to accepting negative feedback, they had worries about hurting their
partner’s feelings or they were afraid of facing resistance or denial from their

partners.

The results of the study also showed that OPF and WPF participants experienced
burnouts at different levels (PF Burnout). Some of the members in OPF group
expressed their dissatisfaction with peer feedback process. For instance, they pointed
out that these sessions were prone to repeat themselves especially after fourth week,
causing discontent, weariness and boredom among some of the pairs. They felt like
not benefiting from peer feedback and had their doubts about their observation and
feedback skills. Only one participant in WPF group mentioned about a similar
burnout. The higher levels of burnout in OPF group might be due to face-to-face
interaction again. Only participants in OPF group mentioned about the time they
spent on feedback sessions ranging from five minutes to half an hour. WPF group

members had no mention of how much time they spent on writing their feedback.
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Oral communication might lead the participants to be more aware of the repeated
mutual discussions, unlike WPF group members who had one-way interaction i.e.
monologue over the same issues. They might prefer to express same things in
different ways which might lead them think there was not much repetition. A
solution was put forward to this problem by the participants. During the interviews,
when they were asked about their suggestions to improve the peer feedback process,
partners in both groups suggested that they could change their partners on a regular
basis. Changing partners every week was not considered as an optimal solution, since
they could not follow each other’s progress if their partners change every week.
Instead, it was suggested that they can have at least two or three partners throughout
the whole term. In this way they could also have a chance to observe different classes
as well as different teachers. However, it should be noted that this is quite
challenging given the constraints of the situation. Preparing a suitable program that
fits the prospective teachers, cooperating teacher and university supervisor is very
compelling, yet it is worth the results. Meticulous preparation is needed to work up
the schedule, but the results would be fruitful. Repetition and boredom would be
avoided. Every new partner would be a step closer to develop collegiality among pre-
service teachers. When they start their profession, they have to work with colleagues
of all kinds. Therefore, being equipped with necessary social skills to cooperate and
collaborate with different people is a pre-requisite for all pre-service teachers.

Working with different peers might provide improvement in this skill.

Furthermore, it might also be a natural outcome for OPF group members to
experience higher levels of burnout because some of the participants mentioned
about the difficulty of finding a suitable place to shoot the video and voice
recordings. As most of the prospective teachers were staying at the dormitory, it was
a challenge for them to find a convenient place. They pointed out that their peer
feedback sessions were interrupted quite often by intruders. Moreover, they also
complained about arranging a specific time in their heavy schedule to meet with their
partners. WPF group members, on the other hand, experienced no such challenge,
but just write down their peer feedback whenever they wanted. The only challenge as
one participant put forward was to wait for their feedback. This finding was similar
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to Bowers’ (1999) study to some extent. Participants in her study also expressed a
concern for the time spent for giving feedback, however, as participants got used to

the process, they got over their concerns.

The results also indicated that participants in both groups questioned the value they
gave to peer feedback for various reasons (Questioning the Value of PF). They
mainly questioned the validity of the peer feedback to some extent. First of all,
participants had initial concerns about the validity of peer feedback at the very
beginning of the term. This could be as a result of being used to getting feedback
from the supervisor because it was the norm. Peer feedback was questioned in terms
of validity as one participant put forward her partner knew no different from her, so
how she could gave her feedback. However, as time went by and participants got
used to the process, they overcame their initial reservations. Secondly, giving
feedback on general issues and not elaborating on details or alternatives and
solutions caused participants question the validity of peer feedback. This was mainly
due to the participants’ disappointment in their partner’s feedback. One participant
from each group reported that they gave very detailed feedback, spending much time
and effort on it. However, their partners’ feedback was short and devoid of
suggestions. Yet, when both participants were further asked whether they told their
concerns about the shortness of their partners’ feedback in the group interviews, they
both said that they avoided confrontation with their partners, and used indirect
expressions, implying that they were looking for longer and more detailed feedbacks.
This could be due to the rapport between participants, as both pairs were not so close
with each other they might refrain from talking about their concerns. If they were
close, that might not be the case. Similarly, not confronting with their partners could
be an impact of Turkish context, a stereotype of eastern culture, where confrontation
is avoided and indirect implies are preferred to state dissatisfaction (Liaw, 1999).
Thirdly, one of the participants complained about not receiving feedback on time
therefore, could not benefit from it as much as she wanted. As Clynes and Raftery
(2008) stated giving well-time feedback is one of the features effective feedback. It
could be claimed that not receiving feedback in time debilitates the effect of peer

feedback. Finally, the rapport between the partners affects the way they believe
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whether the feedback was useful or not. The pair having a negative relationship
throughout the practicum stated that they did not benefit from the feedback to some
extent. Thus it could be claimed that having negative experiences with partners might
result in devaluing peer feedback, not taking it into consideration. This finding
concurs with the findings of Clynes and Raftery (2008) who stressed the importance
of rapport between the trainer and trainee and determines whether the feedback
receiver values the feedback given or not. Similarly, Rauch and Whittaker (1999)
studied peer observation and peer feedback and they found out that when some of the
participants felt uncomfortable while working with their peers and they claimed that
they did not learn from observing their peers. In our case, one participant stated that
she did not benefit from her partner’s feedback as she felt uncomfortable with her,
but she was able to benefit from observing her peer. Yet it should be noted that
Rauch and Whittaker’s study employed the observation of peers only one time. Had
it allowed more occasions to observe their partners, they might have had a chance to
benefit from their observations. It should also be stressed that none of the
participants denied benefiting from peer feedback to various extents. It is suggested
that further studies should be carried out in order to prevent these problems and
design a well-developed peer feedback training program.

The results gathered from e-journals revealed both groups’ feelings towards peer
feedback (Perceptions on How They Felt about Towards PF). A comparison was
made between OPF and WPF groups in in order to find out how they felt while they
were giving peer feedback to their partners. Both OPF and WPF groups had a very
high percentage of Positive feelings towards peer feedback, i.e. they held an open
stance to give peer feedback focusing on both strengths and weaknesses of their
partner’s teaching, expressing affirmative feelings such as feeling “good” or

“comfortable” about peer feedback, believing in the benefit of it.

On the other hand, there was a significant difference between the two groups in terms
of the frequency of expression of Negative feelings. Participants in OPF group
expressed a much higher frequency of their negative feelings (four times higher than
WPF group) due to fear of hurting or discouraging their partner when talking about

negative aspects of the lesson, or they stated that they were bored as they were
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repeating themselves especially beginning from the middle of the process. WPF
group had a much lower frequency of reporting negative feelings related to peer
feedback. This could be again as a result of having face-to-face interaction among
OPF participants where they were more conscious of themselves and their
participants’ verbal and non-verbal language whereas WPF group participants lack
this interaction, thus had a more care-free behavior as they were reading their
partner’s written feedback. Besides, poor writing skills of the feedback giver and
poor reading skills of the receiver may affect his or her interpretation and feelings,
and may result in not understanding the implied criticism in written feedback.
Similarly, misinterpreting the non-verbal signs might also lead to misunderstandings
in OPF group, causing groundless frustration and negative feelings Liaw’s study
(2009) focused on group discussions that were carried out in teaching practice course
and its relation to teacher efficacy. An unexpected outcome was the majority of the
participants’ resistance to share their opinions and comments in face-to-face group
discussions whereas no such avoidance was experienced in online discussion where
participants did not see each other. The reason underlying such a behavior was
related to the nature of Chinese culture, where commenting on someone’s work was
considered as an uncomfortable and stressful situation. Such eastern culture pays
respect to politeness and avoids confrontation. It values group harmony rather than
individualism. A similar eastern culture exists in Turkish context. Stating ideas
openly, especially about negative aspects of a situation is deemed as uncomfortable
even disturbing for both of the interlocutors. Hence, a direct confrontation is
generally avoided if possible. This could also be considered as the in-service
teachers’ resistance towards getting or giving feedback to another colleague. It may
even be regarded as an attack to the personality of the colleague. Hence, utmost
attention should be spent on how to deliver feedback. OPF group’s higher frequency
to avoid talking about negative aspects of the lesson might be a result of the impact

of eastern culture.

Similarly, in terms of their orientations towards providing peer feedback, some
similarities and differences between the two groups were revealed (Level of

Readiness). Both OPF and WPF group members had a very high percentage of
187



Willingness to provide giving peer feedback, i.e. they held an open stance to give
peer feedback focusing on both strengths and weaknesses of their partner’s teaching.
The results revealed that despite the fact that there were more participants in WPF
group (14 participants) than OPF group (12 participants), the participants in OPF
group had a higher frequency (almost tripled) of refraining from giving feedback to
their partners (Avoidance) when compared to participants in WPF group. One reason
for this might be as one of the participants stated in OPF group that they might feel
stressed as they are having feedback sessions one-on-one. Since participants in WPF
group gave their feedback on the paper and did not experience the paralinguistic
features of communication such as eye contact, facial expressions, body language,
intonation etc. they might be more relaxed while writing their feedback without
regarding their partner’s reaction as much as participants in OPF group. On the other
hand, OPF group participants, experienced everything in the immediate context and
have to consider their partner’s reaction while giving their peer feedback. All in all,
as it was mentioned a number of times, being in OPF group causes participants to be
more alert to the feelings of their partner, hence, experiencing a certain level of
distress and negativity associated with peer feedback. However, this is quite limited
when compared to positive experiences they had.

Another point that got the researcher’s attention is the way the participants’ feelings
fluctuated throughout the 8 weeks. When bar graphs’ of OPF group (Figure 4.3 and
Figure 4.4) and WPF group (Figure 4.10 and Figure 4.11) were examined closely, it
was noticed both groups experienced a decrease in their positive feelings in fourth
week. This could be the point where participants expressed their concern about how
they were repeating themselves and questioning the value of the peer feedback. They
felt bored or burnout as a result of reiterating themselves. Hence, it could be
concluded that 3 or 4 weeks is the optimal period of time for pairs to spend together.
Then they need to change partners to freshen up their perspectives and avoid

recurrence.

The results also denoted that when participants did not know what to expect from the
peer feedback process, they experienced a certain level of anxiety. Participants in

both groups expressed both positive and negative feelings at the very beginning of
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the semester as they had some adaptation period for the procedure. One of the
participants suggested that it could have been better if they were shown a video on
how two partners gave feedback to each other during peer feedback training. In this
way, they could have a better idea of what was expected from them. However, as the
weeks passed participants in both groups got used to the procedure, the anxiety for
the unknown totally disappeared as they reached to the final weeks. It should be
noted that peer feedback training mainly focused on the language that should be used
while giving feedback. Written examples in the form of sentences, dialogues or
journals were provided to the partners. Furthermore, they also watched videos of pre-
service teachers performing in micro-teaching sessions. They were asked to give
feedback to them. However, no material was provided to them displaying how the
process could go between the two partners. Hence, the designers of the teacher
education programs should implement the use of such materials, to help pre-service
teachers get familiar with the process and overcome their distress.

Actions to be Taken after PF: The results also identified what participants would like

to change in their lessons or teaching performance after peer feedback. It was found
out that both groups had a higher preference to make changes in their Planning and
Instruction. On the other hand, WPF group had a higher preference for making no
changes according to peer feedback when compared to OPF group. Both groups
stated having successful teaching experiences through the final weeks and their peer
feedback was filled with praise for the performance. Therefore, they did not want to
make any changes in their following lessons. It could be said that as the weeks
passed they became more experienced and confident in their teaching; they had
fewer mistakes in their classes. Among the other reasons why they did not want to
make any changes in both groups were: not finding peer feedback useful, or
disagreeing with their partner. Thus, it could be said that both groups hold similar

reasons for not making any changes according to peer feedback.

Social Relations: The results of the study demonstrated that both groups’ members

exhibited similar views about peer feedback in terms of social relations. Both OPF
and WPF group members stated a higher preference for peer feedback when

compared to other types of feedback (Equal Status). There were various underlying
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reasons for this. First of all, with their peers, they felt more emphatic (Feeling
Empathy). They believed that they could understand each other better when
compared to cooperating teacher or their supervisor. As the pre-service teachers
struggled to survive in the real classroom atmosphere and forming their teacher
identities, they provide substantial emotional support to each other. They thought
collaboratively and established empathy with each other in a way their families or
friends could not do (Gemmel, 2003). Brinko (1990) also asserted in her
metaanalysis that feedback becomes more effective when the feedback provider
assumes the role of collaborator and facilitator and when he or she is perceived as
emphatic, supportive and non-judgmental by the feedback receiver. Even though
Liaw’s study (2009) did not focus directly on peer feedback, it included teaching
practice and group discussions in relation to pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy. In
group discussions, pre-service teachers were required to reflect on their experiences,
talked about their problems and solutions. The results of the interviews’ analysis
revealed that participants mainly talked about the establishment of the sense of
empathy, the feeling of “I am not alone” (p.179) as a result of feedback they received
in group discussions. Rauch and Whittaker’s (1999) study that focused on peer
observation and peer feedback also found a similar result. When peers spent time to
discuss over their observations, they valued the instructional and emotional support
that can only be given by someone who had similar experiences by them, not by their
supervisor or cooperating teacher. It provided a shared empathy which assisted them
to discuss over their strengths, failures and challenges. This kind of emotional
support was regarded as critical as instructional support. Here, it could be claimed
that peer feedback works as a verbal persuasion which is a source of efficacy belief.
Participants encouraged each other and provided support in a way that supervisor and
classroom teacher could not do. Receiving such a support made them believe that
they can succeed in teaching which also contributed to their teacher efficacy.

Secondly, coming from the same educational background and sharing the same
social status created a bond between peers, causing to believe that they understand
how their experiences made them feel (Sharing Same Background). This finding

concurs with Wynn and Kromrey’s (1999) study. It was claimed that when peers
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received feedback from each other, having the same social status and background
improved their bonding and collegiality, providing support for each other. Gemmel’s
(2003) study also claimed that participants valued the collaboration with a peer as
they were sharing the same professional status. Sharing the same status and looking
at things from the same stand point made them feel reassured and made them
believed that they are “... on the °‘right track’ in terms of their individual
development, or empowered them to strive for a more advanced level of teaching.”

(Gemmel, 2003, p.82).

Finally, participants in both groups felt more relaxed with peer feedback when
compared to supervisor or cooperating teacher feedback (Feeling Relaxed), because
the presence of supervisor or cooperating teacher bears the element of evaluation (a
passing or failing grade) which stresses the participant out. The findings of this study
concurs with the findings of the studies by Hawkey (1995), Matsuhashi et al (1989),
Rauch and Whittaker (1999), and the study by Wynn and Kromrey (1999) who
asserted that learners feel much comfortable and approachable with their peers,
providing collegiality among them. They found peer feedback less intimidating when
compared to feedback coming from a higher status. They learnt better from their
peers rather than their supervisors. Brinko’s (1990) metaanalysis claimed that
feedback should also come from someone who is at the same level or lower than the
feedback recipient. Feedback coming from a higher status might cause some
problems and result in opposite reaction. Participants in this study expressed their
content about receiving feedback from an equal status, whereas feedback from a
higher status caused anxiety (Feeling Stressful). Hence, it could be concluded that
peer feedback has a deeper impact on the pre-service teachers when compared to
other types of feedback (cooperating teacher, supervisor feedback etc.) Because peer
feedback establishes strong bonds between them and make them feel stronger. When
they see their partners experiencing the same difficulties, it helps them to overcome

their fears and make them believe in their abilities.

The results of the study also revealed and stressed the formative nature of peer
feedback. Participants in both groups reported that they were able to follow each

other’s progress as they were observing each other every week. They could see
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whether their partner took their advice or overcame their deficiencies that were
mentioned in their feedback. Hence, they underlined the formative nature of peer
feedback. However, participants described supervisor feedback as having summative
nature. Since the supervisor was able to observe participants only once or twice, they
said that their supervisors could not follow their progress. They described it as a
“one-shot evaluation”. It could be claimed that peer feedback provided a better sense
of achievement for the participants. As one of the participants stated, when the
supervisor observed the pre-service teacher she might not be having a good day or
something might go wrong for that lesson. However, the prospective teacher would
not have a second chance to demonstrate that he or she was able to overcome that
problem. However, their peers had a chance to follow their progress. Therefore, it
might contribute to their teacher efficacy better than the supervisor’s feedback. This
finding compromises with Wynn and Kromrey’s (1999) study that highlighted the
importance of consistent and immediate peer feedback. It could assist university
supervisor and cooperating teacher’s feedback that are rather intermittent and
delayed. Brinko’s (1990) metaanalysis also asserted that in order to achieve a change
in teacher’s behaviors and perceptions, feedback should be repeated rather than being
a one-shot case claiming that the more frequent the feedback, the more effective it
becomes. Chan and Lam (2010) also found that formative feedback improved
participants’ self-efficacy better than summative feedback. Gemmel (2003) also
surmised that the continuous nature of peer feedback allowed participants in their
study to follow and admire their partner’s progress. Neighbors’ study (2012) also
focused on the consistent observational feedback provided to elementary school
teachers. She found that when consistent observation was accompanied by
continuous feedback then it became the most effective type of feedback and
increased the efficacy level of teachers. Similarly, the study carried out by Wood
(2011) also studied the effect of formative feedback on teacher efficacy as a part of
her study and she also found that formative feedback was effective in terms of
developing teachers’ efficacy. Therefore, it could be claimed that since peer feedback
provided more continuous formative feedback when compared to supervisor or

cooperating teacher feedback, it also made better contribution to teacher efficacy
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levels of pre-service teachers. They experienced higher levels of achievement and
progress in their teaching when compared to other types of feedback.

Similarly, the results indicated that participants had a lower preference for
cooperating teacher or supervisor feedback i.e. feedback coming from a higher status
(Superior-Subordinate). Even though they regarded them as a reliable source of
information (Reliable Source of FB), and they believed that they are more
experienced than their peers and knew the class better than them, they also pointed
out that this type of feedback makes them feel stressful (Feeling Stressful). As
Milner and Woolfok Hoy (2003) already put forward in their study, “the credibility,
trustworthiness and expertise” (p.265) of the supervisor or cooperating teachers as
verbal persuasion were acknowledged by the participants in this study as well.
However, participants in both OPF and WPF groups wouldn’t prefer to receive
feedback from their supervisors or cooperating teacher even though they were more
credible because of their anxiety as they will be graded. It was stated that having
feedback from supervisor was fine, but receiving continuous feedback every week
from them would be undesirable. Being observed by a superior might cause them
think about feedback as having evaluative rather than supportive value (Wynn &
Kromrey, 1999). As one of the participants stated, supervisor could not share the
same joy or challenges like their peers did. Hence, it could be said prospective
teachers have a higher preference for peer feedback rather than supervisor or
cooperating teacher feedback that have an evaluative value. This result is
contradictory with the results of Rauch and Whittaker’s study (1999). They found
that pre-service teachers felt most comfortable in receiving feedback from their
cooperating teacher. Some of the participants felt more comfortable with their peers.
However, it should be underlined that participants in this study were given a chance
to observe and be observed only once by their peers whereas they were interacting
with their cooperating teachers on a daily basis. Therefore, the researchers claimed
that it was a natural outcome for participants to feel more comfortable with their

cooperating teachers rather than their peers or supervisors.

Challenges of PF Process: The study also revealed that both groups experienced

challenges during this process to some extent. They had initial reservations that were
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mainly emotionally-oriented at the very beginning of the study. Both group members
expressed their anxiety, fears and worries about the first feedback session, yet after
finding out about the procedures and having first-hand experience, they got over
these feelings and got used to the process. Hence, it can be said that both groups’
participants gave similar reactions to peer feedback at the very beginning of the
process, but as time went by, they got over the challenges and got used to it
successfully (Getting Used to). Gemmel (2003) and Neighbor’s (2012) studies on
effects peer coaching and consistent observational feedback also mentioned about
participants’ going through an adaptation period until they got familiar with the
process. At the very beginning, participants found their peers intimidating; however,
as the education year progressed, they formed bonds with their partners and got
familiar with the procedures, their overall anxiety diminished. Hence, it could be
claimed that stepping into an experience that they had never had before made
participants felt concerned and distressed as they didn’t know what they would face.
This adaptation period should be considered as a normal part of the process and pre-
service teachers should be assured of their worries. One of the participants in our
study stated that with the researcher’s assurances that they could handle the situation,

they were able to overcome their initial anxiety.

Moreover, the results also demonstrated another difficulty that both OPF and WPF
members experienced: putting their ideas into words and expressing them in such a
way that would not offend their partners (Balancing Delivery). However, it was
noticed that WPF group members had reported more difficulty in expressing
themselves in their feedback. As participants in WPF group were required to write
down their peer feedback they had to spend more time thinking about how to put
their observation into appropriate sentences. On the other hand, OPF group members
took down their notes and might not spend as much effort as WPF members put
forward to state their ideas. One feature of written feedback is it is permanent.
Therefore, it might require participants to think more carefully and cautiously about
his or her sentences because their partner had a chance to read it again and again.
Oral feedback, on the other hand, is not lasting, hence leaves not much burden on the
feedback giver once the words are spoken out. It could be concluded that WPF group
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members spent more time on planning and thinking about their feedback and how to
put them into words than OPF group. They might care more about the wording and

the style of the feedback when compared to OPF group.

Another issue that was highlighted in the study by both OPF and WPF participants
was the impact of KPSS exam (Kamu Personeli Se¢cme Smavi/Public Personnel
Selection Examination) that is specific to Turkish context. It is an official exam that
all teacher graduates have to take if they are to work for MONE and assigned to
various parts of Turkey to start their profession. The higher their scores, the better
places or schools they can be assigned to. The content of the exam covers not only
field-specific tests but also a wide range of topics such as General Culture, General
Ability, Turkish, History, Geography, Turkish Civics, Current Issues etc. which
necessitates a heavy work load for prospective teachers apart from their
undergraduate study. It is believed that having such an impact on teacher education,
KPSS exam has a negative washback effect. As Ozoglu (2010) asserted in his
analysis on the evaluation of the system of teacher education in our country, KPSS
deteriorates the education given at universities. Furthermore, it does not involve the
GPA scores of prospective teachers which in turn devalues the education that they
receive in pre-service education. Prospective teachers are spending more time on
studying for KPSS exam and less time on their undergraduate courses. The final year
of teacher education is considered as having utmost importance where they need to
relate theory and practice. However, as participants in both groups already stated,
prospective teachers preferred to spend more effort on getting ready for KPSS. There
was frustration among them upon seeing the way other classes carried out teaching
practice course with a much lighter workload. Both group members complained that
their peers in other classes spent less time in practicum, and got ready for KPSS
exam whereas they had to work hard and got prepared for their teaching practice
course (Inequality among Classes). They believed that their friends would get higher
scores in KPSS and would be assigned to better places. One of the participants even
stated that, their attitude towards peer feedback would be more positive if it weren’t
for KPSS. Yet it must be underlined that despite the challenges they had during this
peer feedback process, both group members stressed that they felt more superior in
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terms of their teaching skills when compared to other classes. Moreover, they even
stated that their friends had an appreciation for their skills in planning and designing
lessons and they helped their peers in other classes to develop lesson plans and solve
their problems. It might be concluded that even though participants in both groups
complained about the workload of peer feedback process, their admiration for the
benefit and the value of peer feedback cannot be denied.

Benefits of PF: The results of the study indicated that peer feedback had a rich

variety of benefits for the prospective teachers in both groups. They share similar
ideas about the Usefulness of PF that they received. A very high percentage of
participants in both groups stated in their e-journals that they found their peer’s
feedback Useful and a small percentage Not Useful. In addition to this, both group
members put forward similar reasons for not finding peer feedback useful. Among
these reasons are: feedback focusing on unnecessary details, disagreeing with partner
and feedback was what they already knew and expected. Hence, it could be claimed
that whether someone was in OPF or WPF group, they both found peer feedback

beneficial and the delivery mode of peer feedback did not affect their beliefs.

The results of the study indicated that both OPF and WPF group members
experienced a certain level of improvement in their teaching skills, observation skills
feedback skills and other various skills that contribute to them professionally
(Professional Empowerment). They felt they improved themselves professionally in
terms of their teaching performance and peer feedback giving skKills
(Professionalization). Furthermore, the results also demonstrated an increase in
participants’ awareness of weaknesses and strengths (Becoming Aware). Tower
(1999, as cited in Akkuzu, 2014, p.36) described feedback in terms of teacher
education as “making the experiences and actions of students visible” As it can be
understood from this quote, peer feedback also helped participants realize what was
missed out. It was claimed by the participants that the absence of a peer in teaching
practice course would result in the fossilization of mistakes as they were not
acknowledged by them. Therefore, they would be repeating their mistakes. The
findings of Bowers (1999) also support this finding. In her study, Bowers tried to

find out about the perceived benefits of peer feedback on teachers. The participants
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reported gaining insight into their teaching, increasing their understanding of
teaching behavior, increasing their awareness in their actions and events in the
classroom as well as identifying their weaknesses and strengths. This also concurs
with Gemmel’s (2003) finding. In her study, Gemmel wanted to identify the effects
of peer coaching on teacher education program. She found that after peer coaching,
participants also reported higher levels of awareness in terms of their teaching style,
their weaknesses and strengths. Another study was carried out by Ballantyne, Hughes
and Mylonas (2002). The study included a large number of students (n = 1654)
evaluating their peers’ performance. The participants also reported higher levels of
awareness in terms of their knowledge of the lesson content and a realistic
assessment of their abilities. They regarded peer assessment as “awareness raising
exercise” (p.434). Another benefit of peer feedback was Increased Attention for
details and their behaviors. Choosing a focus for peer feedback especially helped
them carry out careful observation. It was found out that more participants in WPF
group stated that their attention increased when compared to OPF group participants.
However, the researcher could not come up with a plausible explanation for this.
Spending time on writing and elaborating on details of observation might cause this
difference but it is not for certain. As it can be understood the findings of this study
concur with the literature. Thus, it could be denoted that continuous observation of a
peer makes them more alert to their partners’ behaviors, that results in increased
attention and awareness and being more sensitive to actions in the classroom which

otherwise would be left unnoticed in the absence of a peer.

In the results of the study, both groups expressed that their theoretical knowledge is
tested and put into practice during this process (Putting Theory into Practice).
Observing and evaluating their partner enforced them to find out about their
knowledge in methodology and apply it in real teaching. However, more participants
in WPF group claimed to have such a benefit than OPF group members. Yet no
plausible explanation could be given for such a difference. It might be due to the
small number of participants in the study. Another major conclusion to be drawn
from the results was peers learning from each other. Holland, Clift, Veal, Johnson,
McCarthney (1992) stated that new teachers are usually left by themselves to figure
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out how to apply their knowledge into the real classroom. However, in this study, the
results revealed that participants were taking their partners as models (Modeling
Partner). They provided very similar statements about their learning experience.
Members in both groups acknowledged that continuous observation of their partners
assisted them realize what worked well and what did not. They took it as an example
for their own teaching experiences. This is in line with Vygotsky’s (1978) “zone of
proximal development” theory. According to this theory, an individual is capable of
performing better when he or she works collaboratively with another individual who
has more knowledge than him or her than working in isolation. Bowers’ (1999) and
Rauch and Whittaker’s study (1999) also found that participants in their study
learned from each other through peer observation. Observing someone assisted
participants to realize how they could handle in a specific instructional situation and
focus on the differences in style. They regarded this comparison having an utmost
relevance to their own teaching since they had been through the same road, sharing
the same knowledge and context (p.75). Ballantyne et al.’s (2002) study on peer
assessment also reported peers learning from their peers’ efforts as an important
outcome of their study. This finding is also in congruence with Gemmel’s (2003)
findings. She reported that the participants in her study had greater benefits while
observing their partners rather than just receiving peer feedback. While observing
their partners, they were absorbing another person’s ideas, strategies like a “sponge”
(p.76). When they realized that their peers were also going through the same
challenges, they used it as source about what they would do or how they would react
in those situations, helping them gain insight into their own teaching. This finding is
also in line with Schunk’s studies (1985, 1991). Schunk (1985, 1991) surmised that
when participants observe their peers, they model them implicitly. It makes them feel
that they also have the necessary skills and capacity to succeed. Modeling their
partners improves self-efficacy and skills of learners better than observing their
teachers as a model. Peer feedback is considered as a sort of vicarious experience
which is a source of efficacy belief according to Bandura’s social cognitive theory.
As it was already mentioned before, it was considered as modeling where the
individual identifies himself or herself with someone else. She or he increases his or

her attempts to succeed when they see their model succeeding, feeling that their
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efficacy is also enhanced. Hence, it could be claimed that use of peer feedback could
provide assistance to both pre-service and new teacher, instead of leaving them in a
sink-or-swim situation. Thus, in line with similar findings in the literature, observing
peers causes participants to identify themselves with their peers and regard them as a

model to learn from that acts as vicarious experience to increase their self-efficacy.

The results of the study also demonstrated that after receiving feedback on the poor
aspects of their teaching performance, participants in both OPF and WPF groups
spent extra effort to avoid making those mistakes and did their best to correct them
(Correcting Mistakes). In this way, it could be claimed that peer feedback worked as
reinforcement and a source of motivation for the participants to advance their efforts

so that they can flourish their teaching skills.

A significant difference was found between the two groups in terms of being
Solution/Alternative Oriented. The results demonstrated that a much higher number
of participants in OPF group expressed that they looked for alternatives or solution
when they faced problems, when compared to WPF group participants. As the peer
feedback training required participants to provide suggestions for their partners in the
face of problems, they were given the motivation to think about and look for
solutions or alternatives rather than just recognizing and stating problems to their
partners. This is quite crucial in terms of effective teaching as teachers have to face
unlimited problems in every day teaching. Being solution-oriented is considered to
be one of the features of effective teachers. It might be claimed that OPF members
spent more time on discussing over solutions and alternatives and develop new ideas
spontaneously during feedback sessions whereas members in WPF group spend this
process alone by themselves. Even though they got their partner’s suggestions, there
was no mutual discussion about what might work and what not. The participants in
this study became more alternative-oriented as a requirement of PQP format. In
Bowers’ study (1999), participants became more willing to take risks and started to
experiment with their teaching after peer feedback process. The study by Gemmel
(2003) also put forward that when peers work together, the absence of evaluation and
no need to prove mastery of skills, new teacher become more willing to take risks

and try out new ways of teaching. Although this was not mentioned by the
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participants in this study, it could be a latent benefit of peer feedback, since the
participants also stated their willingness to try something different even though they
experienced no problem in a teaching situation. All in all, the present literature and
the findings of the study indicated that absence of evaluation in peer feedback
encourages participants to be risk takers and willing to try alternatives and new
methods in teaching.

The results of the study pointed out that participants in both groups experienced the
impact of peer feedback not only in their educational life but also personal life
(Personal Empowerment). They stated that they were using similar expressions that
they used (PQP format) when they were in conflicting situations with their family
and friends. What’s more, they also remarked that they became more tolerant of
negative criticism. Peer feedback made them became aware that there were certain
things in their lives that they did not notice but other people might notice. Hence, it
made them think about this possibility and respond more mildly to other people’s
comments and criticisms (Improvement in Personal Life). However, it was an
unplanned effect of this process, yet it is also another evidence that peer feedback

training was potent, influencing participants in every aspects of their lives.

Another contribution of peer feedback to participants was feeling more confident in
terms of their teaching skills (Improved Confidence). Peers in both OPF and WPF
groups reported that they supported each other in the face of failures and challenges
and reassuring each other about their abilities, and making each other believe that
they could succeed. It is believed that receiving such support from someone with
equal status could be more effective as they established empathy. Seeing their
partners succeed could also make them believe that they could succeed. Bandura
(1997) asserted in vicarious experiences that when people see other people who
increased their efforts to succeed, they also develop a belief that they can succeed as
well. Furthermore, this effect increases depending on the degree of similarity
between the individual and the one she or he takes as a model. Since peers have a
very high degree of similarity, this belief becomes more effective when compared to
taking supervisors or cooperating teachers as a model. Similarly, peer feedback made

them believe in their abilities and increased their efficacy. If they received support
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from a higher status, for instance from a supervisor, it might not be so efficacious
and realistic for them. Labone’s study (2004) also found that when people took their
peers as a model rather than their superiors, their efficacy beliefs increased higher.
Most important of all, improved confidence affects the self-efficacy of the
participant. Liaw’s study (2009 also revealed that participants experienced an
increase in their confidence. After getting feedback from their peers during group
discussions, this process made them believe whatever they thought could not be done
became possible as a result of exchanging experiences and suggestions. The
participants involved in this study also might have developed deeper beliefs about
their abilities in teaching as a result of peer feedback. Further researches are needed
to do follow-up study on the efficacy beliefs of participants after peer feedback
process. Both OPF and WPF participants also stressed that lack of peer feedback
would result in inelaborate preparation of lesson plans. Discussing with partner about
the content of the lesson, which exercises and activities to prepare for the students

motivated them to work harder when compared to working alone.

Future Orientations: The results of the study demonstrated that both OPF and WPF

participants had their doubts about the use of peer feedback when they started their
profession. They would have various concerns about cooperating with a colleague
and giving feedback to each other (Willingness). They stated that the intention and
background of the feedback source would determine their attitude towards peer
feedback (Intention of FB Source, Background of FB Source). The reason for this
might be the participants’ short acquaintance with peer feedback. For them,
collegiality has not become a life style yet. During the study, they went through the
same processes with their peers which made it easier for them to accept and be
willing to share each other’s feedback. If they were subjected to peer feedback as
soon as they commenced their education, then their attitudes towards it might have
been different. As it was aforementioned, collegiality is not the norm of teachers.
Bringing down the walls of isolation is a long and challenging process. Therefore,
there is a need to start from the very beginning, pre-service teacher education. As
Shaughnessy (2004) and Erawan (2011) pointed out, starting from the first grade,
pupils should be exposed to peer feedback, and they should be trained in giving
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proper feedback. In this way, when they become senior year students, it could
become a norm of their education. Their beliefs about peer feedback will be

anchored, and collegiality will become a norm for them.

Finally, it could be claimed that peer feedback process encompassed all the sources
of efficacy beliefs. The professional empowerment that peer feedback bears is a
potent source for pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy. As they possess limited
enactive mastery experiences for teaching, they have to depend on other sources of
efficacy beliefs, such as verbal persuasion (peer feedback), vicarious experiences
(observing peers) and physiological/emotional state (support from peers can make
them feel better, reduce anxiety). In fact, teaching practice also provided them
mastery experiences to some extent. When the limited mastery experiences were
accompanied by other sources of efficacy through positive gains, then they became a
very powerful foundation for the pre-service teachers’ efficacy belief. It is believed
that all of the benefits and contributions of peer feedback as mentioned above had a
positive impact on pre-service teachers’ teacher efficacy. Pre-service teachers who
were having vicarious experiences to a great extent while they were observing their
partners were also affected deeply by their peers. According to Bandura (1997),
vicarious experiences are most effective when the person sees himself or herself
similar to the person whom he or she takes as a model. Since the pre-service teacher
and his or her peer are at the same social status, they felt more similar to each other
hence affecting each other deeper than a supervisor could do. They can provide
better encouragement in the face of difficulties to their partner as they can establish
empathy in a way that a supervisor could not do.

Erawan’s (2011) study claimed that attitudes towards teaching profession, teaching
practice and teacher preparation program are three significant predictors of teacher’s
efficacy, effectiveness of the program being the strongest. It is believed that this
study was able to employ all these three elements. At the end of the study, due to
being exposed to peer feedback, participants acknowledged that they felt
professional, and competent to be an effective teacher when compared to their peers
who did not participate in this study. It could be stated that effective peer feedback

training as a complementary element in teacher education also affected their efficacy
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as well. The results of the analysis of the interviews indicated that they held positive
attitudes towards teaching. Peer feedback was embedded into practicum assisting to
establish positive attitudes towards teaching by getting and giving support to each
other, creating solutions against problems, increasing options for different teaching
situations. Instead of going through an isolated experience of practicum, peer
feedback provided them collegiality and empathy as well as establishing a sort of
comradeship, creating a shared background. Thus, it could be said that peer feedback
was able to establish positive attitudes towards teaching and teaching practice and
had a positive impact on teacher preparation program, which in turn contributed to
the efficacy level of pre-service teachers.

As Robbins (1991) suggested the aims of peer coaching are:

Reduce isolation among teachers; build collaborative norms to enable
teachers to give and receive ideas and assistance, create a forum for
addressing instructional problems, share successful practices; transfer training
from the workshop to the work place; promote the teacher as the researcher;
encourage reflective practice (p.8)

It is believed that this study also achieved these aims. First of all, as participants
worked together their feeling of isolation was diminished. Secondly, the results of
the data analysis revealed that peer feedback process encouraged participants to look
for different ideas and solution, providing support to each other. They also shared
their successful practices as well as their failures. Almost half of the participants
expressed that they were able to employ their theoretical knowledge in the real

classroom.

Finally, this process made participants to think about their own and their partner’s
performance and reflect on it through peer feedback. When pre-service teachers
worked together they were exposed to different perspectives, had a chance to
compare their ideas with the ideas of others, experienced a certain level of cognitive
dissonance, reflected on their partner’s and their own thinking, and they refined and

created their perspective in the fine-tuned form.
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The results of the study revealed that peer feedback is a potent source of teacher
efficacy. Given the constraints of present education system such as heavy schedule of
supervisors, having too many students per academic staff, peer feedback has the
potential to overcome this problem when combined with other types of feedback. It
is surmised that oral peer feedback includes a wider and richer content when
compared to written feedback. The mutual interaction between peers is conducive to
wider range of topics to be covered during feedback sessions. In fact, a study by
White (2007) asserted that participants deemed spoken feedback more beneficial
than written feedback. However, written feedback was also considered as effective
and useful. White postulated that whether the feedback was written or oral what
mattered most for the feedback receiver was the specificity of the feedback, directing
at a teaching behavior, focusing on the action. The participants preferred the
blending of written and oral feedback as the most effective type of feedback, meeting
their needs 90% most of the time. Although peer feedback is deemed to be time
consuming and requiring more effort on the shoulders of pre-service teachers, it is

worth the outcomes.

The aim of this study was to reveal the teacher efficacy levels of pre-service teachers
after peer feedback and perceptions of pre-service teachers on different modes of
feedback. It was a profound experience to enlighten the impact of peer feedback on
pre-service teachers. It is believed that peer feedback should be embedded not only
into practicum but also other methodology classes until it becomes the norm for pre-
service teachers. As Bandura (2005) and Akkuzu (2014) asserted, feedback has a
central role in social cognitive theory. There is a dynamic and reciprocal play among
teaching performance, self-efficacy belief and feedback. As the results of this study
and other studies put forward (Tavil, 2014; Wynn & Kromrey, 1999), supervisor
feedback is limited but peer feedback is not. When students are provided the right
kind of training, it is believed that peer feedback can serve as the most immediate
and abundant source and a powerful foundation for efficacy beliefs of pre-service
teachers. However, it should be stressed out that peer feedback should not be
considered as sole source feedback. On the contrary, feedback is more effective

when it comes from different sources such as supervisor, cooperating teacher and
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self-feedback. As Brinko (1990) stated in her metaanalysis, feedback that comes
from a variety of resources at any context is more effective than feedback coming
from only one source. These sources work as complimentary, each having a different
role and value for the pre-service teacher. As Redmon (2007) put forward, teacher
education programs should be designed in such a way that pre-service teachers are
embellished with powerful feelings of teacher self-efficacy and continue to develop
these feelings throughout their education. When they are assigned to teach in adverse
conditions, they should be equipped with the necessary skills to teach against all
odds.

5.2. Implications for Educational Practice

The findings of this study have a number of implications for future practice in terms
of enhancing the quality of peer feedback training as well as the quality of pre-

service teacher education.

First and foremost, a well-designed and implemented peer feedback training is of
utmost importance for the success and benefit of peer feedback. The results indicated
that peer feedback training had an impact on not only the participants’ educational
life but also their personal life as well. The training should focus on the importance
of objectivity. Most of the participants mentioned about the objectiveness of peer
feedback. Including a flow of events like a camera recording ensured that the
feedback focused not on the performer but the performance. It also helped the
participants remember the events in the classroom as they had no chance to record
their teaching performance. Peer feedback training should also focus on using
appropriate language (PQP format). This means the order of events is described then
it should be accompanied by praise that involves its reason, that is to say why the
feedback giver finds a certain aspect of performance worth praising. It should also be
followed by questions that require suggestions or explanations from the feedback
receiver for the parts that are unclear or not so well done. Hence, the feedback is not

dictated, on the contrary, it becomes a mutual communication and a platform for

205



exchanging of ideas between the partners. In this way, the feedback receiver is more
willing to accept the feedback given in an objective and constructive manner.

Therefore, careful planning and guidance should be made for peer feedback training.

The peer feedback-training should also be centered around being solution and
alternative oriented. Given the fact that most of the pre-service teachers would be
assigned to most disadvantageous districts, they should have the necessary
qualifications to cope with adverse conditions. Instead of learned helplessness and
blaming the context and the situation they find themselves in, novice teachers should
be trained to look for alternatives and how they could make the most under difficult
conditions. Establishing strong foundations for teacher efficacy beliefs of pre-service
teachers is crucial for them to survive their induction year. Being solution or
alternative orientedness could provide them the encouragement to deal with difficult

students and their varied needs.

Another implication would be paying attention to the timeliness of peer feedback. In
this study, one of the pairs could not provide feedback in time which diminished the
effect of peer feedback. When she got her peer’s feedback, it was too late to correct
her mistakes or too difficult to remember what had happened during the lesson.
Hence, the feedback lost its impact on the receiver who had no recall of the events.
More strict rules as enforcement could be followed to collect peer feedback from pre-
service teachers in time. Handing feedback timely could also be a small part of

evaluation so delays could be avoided.

Pre-service teacher education and peer feedback training could also include further
focus on group discussions. Small groups of pairs or even the whole class could
come together weekly or bi-weekly and discuss about their experiences during the
teaching practice course. They could do it face-to-face or on online platforms. They
could form forums to talk about their ideas and give feedback to each other. In this
way, it is believed that a further sense of collegiality not only among pairs but also
among the class is encouraged and promoted. Cooperation and collaboration should

become the norm of teaching practice. When they start their profession, they will
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work in groups according to their field. Employing group feedback sessions would
be the first step to establish positive collegiality experiences.

Peer feedback should be embedded into all levels of pre-service teacher education.
The study revealed that participants were hesitant to employ peer feedback when
they start their profession even though they reported the benefits of peer feedback to
a great extent. It is believed that this is a result of not adopting peer feedback as a
norm. Supervisor or cooperating teacher feedbacks are considered as a natural part of
teaching practice. Therefore, as it was already aforementioned, peer feedback should
be used in pre-service education as soon as the students embark on their education,
so that it becomes a norm of educational life for them when they finish their
undergraduate study. Hence, they would be embellished with necessary
qualifications for collegiality when they start their profession. They could be more

willing to cooperate and more open to peer feedback.

Another result that was found by the study was the importance of changing partners
during the peer feedback process. Especially OPF group participants complained
about peer feedback process repeating itself and not gaining benefits as a result of it.
It was suggested by the participants that partners should be changed regularly.
Changing partners every week was not considered as an option as it would not be
possible to follow each other’s progress. Therefore, each partner should spent at least
three weeks or more with each other and then exchange their partners afterwards. It
would give them a chance to see different perspectives, different classes and
teachers. Participants believed that each partner had a different thing to offer. As it
was already stated before, observing others provided an effective model for learning
for the participants. However, it is not necessarily the partner’s perfect performance
that is an ideal model for learning, but the enlightenment that observation brought
about what to do and what not to do in the classroom while observing their partner’s
imperfect performance. It gives an idea to the observer about what works well and
what does not, what could be done instead if something unexpected happens etc.
Different partners mean a richer source of observation and model for the pre-service

teacher.
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The results obtained from the study also revealed the importance of pre-conferences
before observation. In this study, pre-conferences were held simple where
participants only come together and identified their focus for observation. However,
it was found that OPF group who had a chance to discuss about the content of
feedback and lesson had a richer and well-balanced content for feedback. Therefore,
it was concluded that a certain amount of time for the pre-conference must be spent
and specific guidelines should be provided to students in order to identify focus of
observation, sharing lesson plans and activities and discuss on what might work well

for the students.

Similarly, pre-service teachers should be encouraged to choose a specific focus for
observation for every week and avoid overall observation for peer feedback. WPF
group’s tendency to choose overall observation resulted in less varied peer feedback
content, and limited rationalization for their preferences. Students could be guided on
their focus of observation; however they should not be forced to do a specific
observation. They should be allowed to make a choice according to their own needs
which would make it more effective, addressing their needs. The last two weeks
could be used for overall observation, after pre-service teachers have a rich number

of observations consisting of different topics and skills.

Arranging a specific place where pairs would not be disturbed during their feedback
session could provide a certain level of convenience and comfort for the pre-service

teachers and their burnout levels could be decreased to some extent.

Journals should also be an indispensable part of peer feedback process where
participants are given a chance to reflect on not only their teaching experience but
also peer feedback experience as it was utilized in this study. Reflection on action is
crucial for internalization of peer feedback, providing critical thinking for the

participants.

As peer feedback was found to have a significant effect on pre-service teacher’s
teacher efficacy regardless of the mode it was provided, the strengths of both modes

could be embedded into the training program. In this way, under the guidance of the
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findings of this study pre-service teachers could receive ultimate benefit from it. The
result of this study revealed that written feedback has some drawbacks due to the
lack of mutual communication between pairs. OPF group had a richer variety in
terms of content and being solution or alternative oriented due to participants
debating over the performance and sharing their ideas. Similarly, OPF group
experienced a certain level of anxiety during face-to-face interaction while talking
about negative aspects. It is believed that both of these problems could be addressed
by employing a new style of interaction. Pre-service teachers could meet in an online
platform where they could hold discussions in forums and share their ideas, mutually
interacting with each other. In this way, they could overcome their anxiety when
talking about negative aspects of the lesson, and a more fruitful outcome could be
achieved as they are discussing and sharing their experiences using written

communication.

In conclusion, pre-service teacher education program that includes all types of
feedback (i.e. supervisor feedback, classroom teacher feedback, peer feedback and
self-feedback) should be designed and put into practice. In this way, the weaknesses
of each feedback type would be overcome by another, resulting in an influential and
competent pre-service teacher education.

5.3. Implications for Further Research

In this part, the implications of the present study for further research related to peer
feedback and teacher efficacy are presented. In this way, it is believed that guidance
will be provided to educational researchers for their further studies on pre-service
teacher education, their efficacy and peer feedback. The implications are listed

below.

Having no control group in this study bears a potential threat for the internal validity
of the study. Similarly, this makes it difficult to determine whether the increase in
teacher efficacy of pre-service teachers were a result of practicum experience or peer

feedback process. However, the qualitative findings supported that peer feedback
209



positively affected their teacher efficacy. If there were no peer feedback, then as the
participants put forward they could not follow their progress and their mistakes could
become fossilized. Yet, it is suggested that future studies that employs true
experimental design with control group should be carried out to compare different
modes of peer feedback and their relation to teacher efficacy and identify the impact
of practice teaching on teacher efficacy as well.

A follow up study could be beneficial to find out about pre-service teachers’ teacher
efficacy level after they started their profession. Whether there is a difference
between two groups in terms of their teacher efficacy levels could be identified.
Similarly, a follow up study could also be beneficial to find out whether peer
feedback still exists within the repertoire of in-service teachers, to what extent they
are employing feedback professionally could be found out. The reasons for not
employing feedback could be identified if they are not using it. Similarly, if they are
using peer feedback how the process is working for them could be identified as well
and what could be done to employ it better could be enlightened. A further
investigation could be finding out about the reactions and attitudes of teachers who

are cooperating with teachers using peer feedback.

As Knoblauch and Woolfok Hoy’s (2008) surmised, a supportive environment leads
an increase in teacher efficacy. Use of peer feedback would be effective in forming a
shared language and a common understanding among teachers (Bowman, 1995). If
the use of peer feedback which ensures collegiality among teachers becomes a norm
with the help of pre-service teacher education, then it is believed that a more
supportive environment for in-service teachers would become possible in the future.
A phenomenological study that aims to identify what contributes to the establishment
of collegiality among pre-service teachers, in-service teachers in their induction year
and new teachers could be beneficial for studies of teacher efficacy and collective
teacher efficacy.

Even though written feedback was found to be limited in terms of content, richness
and variety, further studies should be carried out to make written feedback more
interactive such as online dialogue journals, or where participants meet in virtual
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world and discuss classroom issues in pairs or small groups where they have a
chance to carry out detailed forums. It is believed that in this way, some of the
problems faced in oral feedback such as anxiety for losing face or refrain from
talking about negative aspects of the lesson could be avoided. Similarly, the mutual
interaction provided in written communication might result in a richer and fruitful
outcomes. An experimental design that included OPF group as described in this
study and WPF group that uses online interaction for peer feedback could be used to
make a comparison and identify which mode of feedback is more effective and

which one comprises richer content and more fructuous outcomes.

The results also revealed that when there was a conflict or negative feedback
involved, then participants avoided confrontation, they mentioned the issue
implicitly, or totally refrained from telling it. This was believed to be a result of
eastern culture that augments harmony and stigmatizes confrontation. Further studies
could be carried out about the impact of eastern culture on the reception of negative
feedback between participants of equal status or sharing similar backgrounds. Under
which circumstances they would feel more open to give and receive negative
feedback could be identified. The results could be used to strengthen the impact of
peer feedback in giving and receiving negative criticism.

This study was carried out with pre-service teachers. A similar study could be carried
out with new teachers in their induction year. The effects of peer feedback on their
teacher efficacy as well as their perceptions about peer feedback could be identified.

How they could form their norms of collegiality could be identified.

This study focused on the perceptions of pre-service teachers peer feedback provided
to them in different modes. As it was acknowledged before, the teacher efficacy of
pre-service teachers are not their real performance but their perceptions of their
teaching performance. Hence, a similar study could be carried out in order to identify
the effects of different modes of peer feedback on the actual performance of pre-
service teachers. Observations of peers, cooperating teachers, supervisors and
researchers could be employed to identify the improvement in pre-service teachers’

teaching performances in relation to Planning, Instruction and Management.
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Interviews could be carried out with instructors and cooperating teachers to obtain
more data about their performance as well.
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T€C

TIME TABLE OF THE STUDY

Spring Term 1St an 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th gth loth lthh lzth 13th 14th lsth
Experimental week | week | week | week [ week | week | week | week | week | week | week | week | week | week | week
Study Tasks

Peer Feedback X X X

Training

Oral peer X X X X X X X X X X X X
feedback

Written peer X X X X X X X X X X X X
feedback

Journal keeping X X X X X X X X X X
Semi-structured X X
group interviews

Tasks February | March | April | May | June | July | August | September | October | November
ETES pre/post-test X X

Peer Feedback Training X X

Collection of data (e-journals) X X X X

Collection of data (interviews) X X

Data Analysis X X X X X X

V X1AN3ddV



APPENDIX B
ETES SCALE

Dear Participant,

This scale is a part of a PhD study. It is designed especially for pre-service English Language
Teachers to measure their teacher self-efficacy levels. The results of the study will be kept
confidential. Your name will be kept anonymous. Where appropriate, please cross (X) the
number that most closely corresponds to your opinion. Thank you for taking the time to

answer the questions.

Nameé& Surname:

Age:

Gender : O Male O Female

1= Strongly disagree 4= Strongly agree

Example items for Planning:
I am confident in my ability to
....write a coherent and comprehensive lesson plan
...incorporate different activities and curricula into English teaching

...connect English learning with students’ life

Example items for Instruction:
...teach vocabulary effectively and interestingly
...implement a variety of language teaching strategies

...evaluate student understanding of what i have taught
Example items for Management:

...control disruptive behaviors in the class

...motivate students who show very little interest in English
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APPENDIX C

SOME OF THE TOPICS COVERED IN METHODOLOGY CLASSES

Preparing effective lesson plans (use of authentic materials, material design
and evaluation etc.)

Teaching grammar (grammar teaching techniques, elicitation, concept
questions, mechanical, meaningful, communicative activities etc.)

Teaching vocabulary (vocabulary presentation techniques, concept checking
questions etc.)

Teaching Listening (subskills for listening, listening for the gist, listening for
specific information, making inference etc.)

Teaching Reading (subskills for reading, reading for the main idea, reading
for specific information, making inference etc.)

Teaching Speaking (communication strategies, accuracy versus fluency,
communicative activities)

7. Teaching Pronunciation (phonetic alphabet, stress, intonation etc.)

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

. Teaching Writing (unity, coherence, cohesion etc.)

Error correction (teacher/peer/self-correction; immediate/delayed correction
etc.)

Designing warm-up activities

Classroom management (dealing with disruptive behaviors, unexpected
problems in the class etc.)

Smooth transition between different phases of the lesson

Giving clear instructions (instruction check etc.)

Use of L1 and L2 in the classroom

TTT (Teacher Talking Time) versus STT (Student Talking Time)

Involving students in classroom activities (Group configurations: individual
student/pair/ group work)

Effective use of non-verbal behavior (body language, use of voice etc.)
Effective use of classroom materials (whiteboard, smart board, use of
technology)

Effective design and use of lesson materials (visuals, realia, authentic
materials etc.)

Motivating student
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APPENDIX D
E-JOURNAL QUESTIONS

. Thinking about the feedback that you GIVE to your friend:

Is there anything that you would like to tell/write your friend but you
couldn’t? What has prevented you from doing this?

How did you feel while you were giving feedback to your friend?

. When you think about the feedback that you gave to your friend, what have
you focused on most, for instance, classroom management, instructional
planning, student engagement etc?

. Why do you think you have focused on this aspect? Do you think you could
have focused on other aspects as well?

. Thinking about the feedback that you RECEIVE from your friend:

How did you feel while you were receiving feedback from your friend?

. What do you think about the feedback that you received from your friend?
Which aspects of the feedback that you received you find useful / not useful?
. What will you do differently according to the feedback you received from

your friend in the next lesson?
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APPENDIX E
SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS (English Version)

Hello! As you all know | am doing PhD at the Department of Educational Sciences at
the Middle East Technical University. | am carrying out a study on the perceptions of
pre-service ELT teachers on different modes of peer feedback and its relation to
teacher efficacy. The information you provide will contribute to the effectiveness of
the Yi404MB Teaching Practice course developed for pre-service ELT teachers in
our department and play a crucial role in increasing the quality of this course. |

would like to highlight a few points before the interview.

All the information you provide will be kept confidential and your name will not be
used in any report. Pseudonyms will be used when necessary. | would like to record
the interview with your permission to have an accurate account of the interview. Do
you have any questions before you begin? The interview will last around an hour. If

you are ready, let's begin the interview.

1. You have been giving and receiving feedback to your partner for 8 weeks.
What is your opinion of giving and receiving feedback at the very beginning
of the semester and at the end of the semester?

What were the difficulties of giving and receiving feedback?

How do you think you benefited from giving and receiving feedback?

What did you like most about giving and receiving feedback?

What did you like least about giving and receiving feedback?

o g > 0w

When you look at the whole experience, how do you think giving and

receiving feedback from your partner have affected your teaching skills?

7. Would you prefer to make any changes in the design of this procedure of
giving and receiving feedback? If so, what would be your suggestions?

8. When you start teaching as a profession, do you think you will be willing to
give feedback to and receive feedback from your colleagues? Why?

9. What do you think about peer feedback when compared to other types of

feedback such as teacher feedback or self-feedback?

10. Is there anything that you would like to add or comment on?
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YARI-YAPILANDIRILMIS GRUP GORUSME SORULARI (Turkish Version)

Merhabalar. Hepinizin de bildigi gibi Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi’nin Egitim
Bilimleri Boéliimiinde doktorami1 yapmaktayim. Hizmet &ncesi Ingilizce
Ogretmenligi Boliimii 6grencilerinin farkli akran doniiti modlarina yonelik
algilarin1 ve bunun onlarin 6gretmen yetkinlikleriyle olan iliskileriyle ilgili bir
calisma yiirlitiyorum. Bana saglayacaginiz bilgiler, boliimiimiizdeki hizmet
oncesi Ingilizce ogretmenleri icin gelistirilmis YI405MB  Ogretmenlik
Uygulamas: dersinin daha etkin bir sekilde yiiriitiilmesi ve bu dersin kalitesinin

artirtlmasi ile ilgili 6nemli katkida bulunacaktir.

Vereceginiz  biitlin  bilgiler sakli  kalacaktir ve isimleriniz raporda
kullanilmayacaktir. Gerekirse takma isimler kullanilacaktir. Sizin de izninizle
goriismenin akisinm1 dogru sekilde yansitabilmek icin goriismeyi kayit altina
almak istiyorum. Baglamadan 6nce sorusu olan var mi1? Goriismemiz yaklagik bir

saat siirecektir. Hazirsaniz, baslayabiliriz.

1. Sekiz hafta boyunca partnerinize doniit verip, doniit aldiniz. Dénemin en
basinda ve donemin sonundaki doniit alma ve doniit verme ile ilgili
fikirleriniz nelerdir?

Doniit alma ve vermenin zorluklari nelerdir?

Sizce doniit alma ve vermeden nasil faydalandiniz?

Doniit alma ve vermenin en ¢ok nesinden hoslandiniz?

Doniit alma ve vermenin en ¢ok nesinden rahatsiz oldunuz/hoslanmadiniz?

o g > 0w

Tiim bu deneyimlere baktiginizda, sizce partnerinizden doniit alma ve verme

sizin 6gretmenlik becerileriniz nasil etkiledi?

7. Doniit alma ve doniit verme yontemi ve tasariminda herhangi bir degisiklik
yapmak ister miydiniz? Eger dyleyse, onerileriniz nelerdir?

8. Ogretmenlik meslegine basladiginizda, sizce meslektaslarinizdan doniit
almaya ve onlara doniit vermeye istekli olur musunuz? Neden?

9. Ogretmen déniitii, kendine doniit verme vs gibi diger doniit gesitleriyle

karsilastirildiginda akran doniitii hakkinda ne diisiinliyorsunuz?

10. Baska eklemek ya da yorum yapmak istediginiz herhangi bir sey var mi1?
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APPENDIX F
SYLLABUS FOR PEER FEEDBACK TRAINING

Duration: 3 weeks (3 hours per week, a total of 9 hours)
Participants: 31 senior year ELT students at Gazi University

Training goal: Acquiring formative performance peer feedback skills in a

constructive way

Learning objectives: at the end of this training, the pre-service teachers will be able

to

e exhibit necessary skills to give formative performance peer feedback in a
constructive way.

o exhibit necessary skills to give performance peer feedback

Learning methods /activities: Lecture, classroom discussions, hands-on practice,
think-aloud-protocols

Materials: Videos, laptop, power point presentation, hand outs
Resources:

e Brookhart, S.M. (2008). How to Give Effective Feedback to Your Students.
USA: ASCD (Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development).

e Hattie, J. & Gan, M. (2011). Instruction Based on Feedback. Ed. Mayer, R.E.
& Alexander, D. A. Handbook of Research on Learning and Instruction. New
York: Routledge, Taylor Francis Group.

e McAllister, E.A., & Neubert, G.A. (1995). New Teachers Helping New
Teachers). Report. ERIC. EDINFO Press. USA.

e Schartel, S.A. (2012). Giving Feedback-An Integral Part of Education. Best
Practice & Research Clinical Anesthesiology. 26, 77-87.
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Evidence of learning: Pre-service teachers think aloud protocols

Evaluation: Assessing pre-service teachers’ think aloud protocols on giving peer
feedback.

Peer Feedback Training
Week 1
Duration: 3 class hours
Method: Presentation, Lecture, Class/group discussions
Materials: Laptop, PPT Presentation, whiteboard, hand-outs
Aims:

¢ Introducing the definition of feedback and different types of feedback.
e Raising subjects’ awareness in giving effective peer feedback.
e Introducing what the content of effective feedback covers

e Introducing the language that is used in a constructive written/oral feedback
Learning Objectives:
At the end of the lesson, the participants will be able to:

e describe what feedback is and list different types of feedback

o identify the difference between criticism and constructive criticism

¢ identify what to include in feedback content

o identify what the effective feedback strategies are

e display and state their understanding of effective and constructive feedback

through group work and classroom discussions
Lesson Plan:

Students will be introduced to the concept of feedback and what it means. They will

be asked for the difference between feedback and criticism. They will also be
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introduced to different types of feedback (written/oral feedback, formative/
evaluative feedback, teacher/peer/self-feedback etc.) focusing especially on peer
feedback. The students will be given information about what feedback covers i.e. the
content of feedback (focus, comparison, function, valance, clarity, specify and tone),
the amount of feedback, feedback focus, kinds of comparison used in feedback,
function of feedback, feedback valance). Then the students will be introduced to
how to write effective written and oral feedback. Feedback clarity, feedback specify,
feedback tone and choice in written and oral feedback will be explained. After this
theoretical part, the students will be given examples of feedbacks. They will work in
groups and decide whether the example feedbacks given are effective or not. Then

they will be asked to give their reasons.

Week 2

Duration: 3 class hours

Method: Presentation, Lecture, Class/group discussions

Materials: Laptop, PPT Presentation, whiteboard, hand-outs, graphic organizers
Aims:

e Introducing the ground rules for peer feedback

¢ Introducing feedback at four levels (task level, process level, self-regulation
level and self-level)

e Introducing students to how to give effective feedback (clarity, specificity
and tone)

e Introducing students to the elements of peer feedback (praise comments,

clarifying questions, leading questions, eliciting questions)
Learning Objectives:

At the end of the lesson, the participants will be able to:
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o Identify the rules for giving effective peer feedback
o Identify feedback at four different levels

o Identify and use elements of peer feedback (PQP format)

Lesson Plan:

The lesson will start with talking about peer feedback. The students will be asked to
describe the features of effective feedback in their own words. Then the students will
be introduced to the features of effective feedback (clarity, specificity and tone) and
giving feedback at different levels (task level, process level, self-regulation level and
self-level). Lastly, students will be presented with the elements of giving peer
feedback (praise comments, clarifying, eliciting and leading questions). They will be
given reals case scenarios to read examples of elements of giving peer feedback. The
students are asked to work in small groups. They will be asked to make suggestions
to improve the feedback examples and make them more effective. Then they practice
worksheets identifying the different elements of PQP format. They work in pairs to

provide alternatives or suggestions to improve given feedback.

Week 3

Duration: 3 class hours

Method: Hands-on practice, TAP (Think Aloud Protocol), Class/group discussions
Materials: Laptop, video, whiteboard

Aims:

e Demonstrate the procedure of giving performance peer feedback through
TAP
e Provide hands-on experience on how to give performance peer feedback

while using PQP format
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e Evaluate their instructor’s, their partner’s and their own written and oral

performance feedback
Learning Objectives:
At the end of the lesson, the participants will be able to:

e Identify the procedure and elements of giving performance peer feedback
while using PQP format

e Display their understanding of performance peer feedback through TAP

e Evaluate their instructor’s, their partners’ and their own performance in terms

of giving effective written and oral performance peer feedback
Lesson Plan:

The students will be asked to watch three different videos that belong to junior year
students’ demonstration in methodology classes. In the first video they watch, the
instructor will make use of TAP (think aloud protocol) and exhibit what she focuses
on the performance, what kind of language she uses and how she would present the
feedback to the learner by using PQP format. Then they carry out a classroom
discussion about the feedback, talk about the strengths and weaknesses, identify how
to use PQP format while giving peer feedback on that performance. Then they will
watch a second video. They work in pairs. This time the students take notes about the
video, and then they carry out their own TAP about giving performance feedback
with their partners based on their notes. The last time they watch a video, they work
individually. They write their own performance peer feedback. Then they work in
pairs, they evaluate their own performance and then their partner’s performance on
giving written performance peer feedback. Then they work in groups. Finally, all the

groups compare their feedback and make suggestions.
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APPENDIX G
CATEGORIES AND CODES OF THE STUDY

Category 1: Focus of PF
Code 1.1. Management
Code 1.2. Planning
Code 1.3. Instruction
Code 1.4. Overall Observation
Category 2: Rationale for PF Focus
Code 2.1. Important topic
Code 2.2. Partner’s performance
Code 2.3. Check competence
Code 2.4. Mutual agreement
Code 2.5. Other
Code 2.6. No reason
Category 3: Orientations towards Peer Feedback (PF)
Subcategory 3.1. Positive Orientations
Code 3.1.1. Positive Attitude
Code 3.1.2. Objectivity
Code 3.1.3. Use of Appropriate Language
Subcategory 3.2. Negative Orientations
Code 3.2.1. Concerns about Negative PFB
Code 3.2.2. PFB Burn Out
Code 3.2.3. Questioning the Value of PFB
Subcategory 3.3.Perceptions on How They Felt about PF
Code 3.3.1. Positive
Code 3.3.2. Negative
Code 3.3.3. Both Positive and Negative
Code 3.3.4. Neutral/Other
Subcategory 3.4. Level of Readiness
Code 3.4.1. Willingness
Code 3.4.2. Avoidance
Category 4: Actions to be taken after PF
Code 4.1. Planning
Code 4.2. Instruction
Code 4.3. Management
Code 4.4. Other
Code 4.5. No Action
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Category 5: Social Relations
Subcategory 5.1. Equal Status
Code 5.1.1.Feeling Empathy
Code 5.1.2.Sharing Same Background
Code 5.1.3.Feeling Relaxed
Subcategory 5.2. Superior-Subordinate
Code 5.2.1. Reliable Source of fb
Code 5.2.2.Feeling Stressful
Category 6: Challenges of PF Process
Code 6.1. Getting Used to
Code 6.2. Balancing Delivery
Code 6.3. Inequality among Classes
Category 7: Benefits of PF
Subcategory 7.1. Usefulness of PF
Code 7.1.1. Useful
Code 7.1.2. Not Useful
Code 7.1.3. Both Useful & Not Useful
Subcategory 7.2. Professional Empowerment
Code 7.2.1. Professionalization
Code 7.2.2. Becoming Aware
Code 7.2.3. Increased Attention
Code 7.2.4. Putting Theory into Practice
Code 7.2.5. Modeling Partner
Code 7.2.6.Correcting Mistakes
Code 7.2.7. Solution/Alternative Oriented
Subcategory 7.3. Personal Empowerment
Code 7.3.1. Improvement in Personal Life
Code 7.3.2. Improved Confidence
Category 8: Future Orientations
Subcategory 8.1. Willingness
Code 8.1.1.Intention of FB Source
Code 8.1.2.Background of FB Source
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APPENDIX H

EXCERPT FROM THE CODED SEMI-STRUCTURED GROUP

INTERVIEWS

R: Peki, doniit vermenin en cok nesini sevdiniz,
en keyifli gelen kismi neydi doniit verirken?

P3: Benim i¢in zaten feedback yapmak gercekten
giizel bir sey. Feedback almayr da vermeyi de
gercekten seviyorum bence iyi bir sey yani.

R: Var mi aklinizda bir sey.

P20: Ortak fikirler tiretmek bence.

P9: Ortak fikir oluyordu mesela dedigim gibi biz
sey yapryorduk bdyle yapsam daha iyi olur degil
de boyle yapsak ne olur. ya da sey yapmistik biz,
mesela videolarda da goriirsiiniliz, tamam bu ¢ok iyi
isledi ama gOyle bir sey olsaydi, islemeseydi ...
Hadi islemeseydi. Bunun i¢in bir seyin var miydi,
b planin var miydi diyorduk mesela. Ya da o sordu
hatta bana Oyle boyle yaptin,isledi ¢ok giizel
herkes her seyin cevabini verdi. Islemeseydi bunun
cevaplarin1 gostermek i¢in ne yapacaktin? Dedim
yoktu planim, videodan cevap falan yoktu yani.
Ama ben onu diisiindiim ondan sonra demek ki
artik boyle bir aktivite yaparsak buna dikkat ederim
gibisinden bir diistince oldu.

P20: Bir de karsidakinin ne yaptigini gordiikce sen
de onu yapabilecegini diisiiniiyorsun. Benim de o
monitoring eksik kaldi ama onun gayet iyi yaptigini
gordiim. Ben onun feedback ini verirken ben de
yapabilirim diye diisiindiim mesela.

P5: Ben feedback verirken onlardan biraz daha
farkli yeni fikirler iretmek bir sey lzerine
konusmak gilizel falan ama bunca yil ders
aldik, onlar1 6grenebildigimi ve onlarin seyinden
bakip gozlemleyebildigimi gormek giizeldi.

R: Anladim.

P9:  Cok profesyonel
doniistiirmek. ..

P5: Onlar agisindan bakabilmeyi gormek giizeldi
yani.

ya da teorigi pratige

Orientations towards Peer
Feed
e Positive Orientations
-Positive Attitude

Benefits of PF
e Professional
Empowerment
- Solution/Alternative
Oriented

- Modeling Partner

- Putting Theory into
Practice

- Putting Theory into
Practice
Social Relations
e Equal Status
- Feeling Empathy
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APPENDIX K
TURKISH SUMMARY

TURKCE OZET

INGILiz DILI EGITIMI OGRETMEN ADAYLARININ FARKLI
BICIMLERDEKI AKRAN DONUTLERINE YONELIK ALGILARI VE
OGRETMEN YETERLIKLER] ILE ILISKiSI

Giris

Her giin degisen ve gittikge zorlasan egitim sisteminin sartlart Ogretmenlerin
omuzlarina git gide agirlasan sorumluluklar yiiklemektedir. Gemmel’in (2003) de
belirttigi gibi degisen demografik yapi, 6grencilerin yiizlesmek zorunda oldugu ve
gittikce artan sosyal, fiziki ve egitsel zorluklar, 6gretmenlerin daha donanimli bir
hale gelerek kendilerini yetistirmelerini ve gelistirmelerini zorunlu hale getirmistir.
Egitimin degisen sartlar1 Ogretmenlerin sahip oldugu roller iizerinde de yeni
tanimlamalar ve kapsamlar1 da beraberinde getirmistir. Buna gore 6gretmen roliiniin
kapsami1 daha da genislemis ve egitim politikalarinin  gelistirilmesi  ve
uygulanmasinda daha aktif bir role sahip olmalarina yol agmistir (Holmes Group,
1986).

Ogretmenlerin egitim politikalarmin basarisinda ya da basarisizligindaki anahtar rolii
yadsinamaz (Erawan, 2011). Ogretmen egitiminin kalitesinin &grencilerin basarisi
tizerinde en etkili etmen oldugu sdylenebilir (Berry, Daughetry & Wieder, 2010;
Pajares, 1995; Reddy, 2012). Bu nedenle 6gretmen egitiminin kalitesini artiracak en
kiiglik bir yatirim bile onlarca 6grencinin hayatini olumlu yonde etkileyecektir. Yeni
bir egitim miifredatinin bagarili bir sekilde uygulanmasi o miifredati 6greten
ogretmenlerin de ne kadar 1yi egitildikleriyle ilgilidir. Bu ylizden hem hizmet 6ncesi
ve hizmet-igi Ogretmenlerin egitimi, herhangi bir egitim programinin basarisi

agisindan Kkilit bir 6nem tagimaktadir.
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Hizmet Oncesi 0gretmenlik programlarinin kalitesini artirmak bir¢ok aragtirmanin
konusu olmustur. Ciinkii bu donem o&gretmen adaylarinin 6gretmenlik meslegi
hakkinda bir bakis agisina sahip olmalarim1 ve 6gretmen olabilmek i¢in gerekli
becerilerle donatilmalarini saglayacak en 6nemli zaman dilimidir. Bu sliregte bakis
acilar1 nasil sekillendiyse herhangi bir zorlukla karsilasmadiklari siirece ayni1 bakis
acilar1 onlar1 meslek yasamlart boyunca takip eder (Hoy & Spero, 2005; Tschannen-
Moranve Woolfok Hoy, 2007). Egitim hayatinda bu kadar derin ve 6nemli etkilere
sahip O0gretmen egitimine ¢ok daha fazla odaklanmak gerekmektedir. Motivasyonel
bir yapi olarak diisiiniilen Ggretmen yeterligi ise 0gretmen egitimi arastirmalari
alaninda en fazla arastirilan alanlardan biridir. Buna ragmen oldukca karmasik bir
yapist oldugu i¢in hala tamamiyla kesfedilmis bir yap1 degildir. Tanimi ve alt yapilar
lizerinde hala bir fikir birligi mevcut degildir (Henson, 2002, Wyatt, 2014).
Ogrencilerin 6grenmede basarili veya basarisiz olmalar1 konusunda Kilit rol oynayan
O0gretmen yeterligi inanci ‘zor ve motivasyonu diisilk 0grencilerin bile katilimi ve
Ogrenimini saglayarak istenilen sonuglara ulagsmada sahip olunan yetenekler
hakkindaki yargi giici’ olarak tanimlanmistir (Tschannen-Moran & Woolfolk Hoy,
2001, p.783).

Ogretmen yeterligi inanci, bir 6gretmenin sahip oldugu basit ama en etkili aragtir
(Henson, 2002; Chiang, 2008; Akbari & Tavassoli, 2014). Tschannen-Moran,
Woolfok Hoy and Hoy’a (1998) gore 6gretmen yeterligi ‘... kisilerin ne kadar emek
sarf edeceklerini, zorluklar karsisinda ne kadar fazla dayanabileceklerini,
basarisizliklar karsisinda ne kadar direngli olacaklarini, zorlu durumlarla basa
cikarken ne kadar stres ve depresyon yasadiklari’ ni1 etkilemektedir. Giiglii bir
yeterlik hissi, etkili bir 6gretme ve 6grenme icin beceri, bilgi ve hazirliklarin bir

araya getirilmesi agisindan gereklidir (Erawan, 2011).

Ogretmen adaylarina sunulan hizmet &ncesi egitimin kalitesinin 6gretmen yeterligine
olan etkisi ¢ok Onemlidir. Egitimleri bittikten sonra bile otonomi kazanimlar
saglamali ve her tiirli durum karsisinda basarili olabilecekleri konusunda olan
inanglarin1 desteklemelidir. Ogretmenler meslege basladiklarinda kendi profesyonel
O0grenme ziimrelerini olusturmalidirlar. Birlikte calisip 6grencilerinin farkli kisisel

ihtiyaglarim1 karsilamay: 6grenmelidirler. Ozellikle yeni 6gretmenler birbirlerinden
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destek alarak gilindelik sinif hayatinda karsilasacaklar1 problemler karsisinda hayatta

kalma becerilerini gelistirip, kendilerine olan inanglarini saglamlastirabilirler.

Ogretmenlik meslegi, icinde gesitli ziimreleri barindirsa da genel olarak yalniz
yapilan bir istir. Fakat bu inang¢ kolektif bir birlige odaklanan ve 6gretmenlerin
ogrettikleri ilizerinde disiiniip analiz yaptiklart bir duruma dontstirilmelidir.
Ogretmenler genelde mesleklerini tek baslarini siirdiirmeyi tercih ederler ve ¢ok
nadir de olsa kendi smiflarindan bagka siniflarda neler oldugunu goérmek igin
cikarlar. Cilinkii aldiklar1 hizmet 6ncesi egitim sirasinda da yalniz basina ¢alismaya
alismiglardir. James’e (2013) gore 6gretmenlerin diger siniflarda neler olup bittigiyle
ilgili belirli inanglart vardir. Ancak bir firsat verildiginde ve diger smiflar
gbzlemlediklerinde bu inanglarinin yanlis oldugunun farkina varip, kendi siniflarinda
kullanmak icin yeni strateji ve teknikler kullanmaya baslarlar. Robbins (1991)
ogretmenlerin meslegini izole bir sekilde yiiriitmeleri gerektigi ile ilgili yazilmamis
kurallar bulundugunu belirtmistir. Ogretmenlerin  birbirlerini  gdzlemlemesi
alisilagelmis bir norm degildir. Tavsiye vermek, bobiirlenmek gibi diisiiniiliip hos
karsilanmamaktadir. Bu yiizden, tavsiye istemek kendini gelistirmek icin bir firsat
olarak degil zayiflik isareti olarak goriilmektedir. Dolayistyla, 6gretmenlerin kolektif
bir sekilde ¢alisip birbirlerinin gelisimine katkida bulunmak i¢in beraber calistiklari

cok nadir goriiliir.

Holland, Clift, Veal, Johnsan ve McCarthney’e (1992) gore, yeni d6gretmenler teori
ve uygulama arasindaki baglantiy1 kurmak icin genellikle tek basina calismak
zorunda kalirlar. Hizmet oncesi egitimde atilan temeller de bunu desteklemektedir.
Ogretmenlik Uygulamas: sirasinda da 6gretmen adaylar1 genellikle tek basma
calisirlar. Halbuki mesleki dayanismanin ilk temelleri burada atilmaktadir.
Gemmel’in (2003) de ileri siirdiigii gibi meslege yeni baslayan 6gretmenler eger
igbirligi yapma beceri, bilgi ve tecriibesine sahip olurlarsa, karsilastiklari
problemlerin ¢6ziimiinli tek basina degil, daha tecriibeli 6gretmenlerden aldiklari

yardimlarla daha rahat yapabilirler.

Ote yandan, ogretmen adaylarina egitimleri sirasinda saglanan doniit onlarin

ogretmenlige yonelik algilarii olusturmada ¢ok dnemli bir degere sahiptir. Doniit,
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O0gretmen adayina ulagilmasi gereken amaclart net bir sekilde anlamasini saglayarak
istenilen seviyeye ulastirarak ya da onlara yolu gostererek nerede olduklarini, ve
hedeflerine ulagsmalari i¢in ne yapmalar1 gerektigini, kendilerini degerlendirmelerini
saglayarak ve akranlarinin yaptiklar tizerinde kritik olarak yansitici diisiinmelerine
neden olarak dgrenmeyi somut hale getirir. Ogretmen adaylarma saglanacak olan

doniit onlarin 6gretmen yeterliklerine iligkin algilart olusturmada oldukga etkilidir.

Her ne kadar doniitiin 6gretmen ve 6grenci iliskisi arasinda gegtigi diisiiniilse de
akran doniitliniin etkileri yadsinmamalidir. Schunk’a (1985, 1991) gore akranlari
gozlemleme ve onlari model olarak alma, gdzlem yapan kisinin kendisinin de
basarmak icin gerekli beceri ve kapasiteye sahip olduguna inanmasini saglar. Schunk
aynt zamanda da Ogretmen adaylarmin akranlarint model almasinin, 6gretmeni
model almaktan daha fazla 6z-yeterlilik inanglarmi artirdigin ileri siirer. Ogrenciler
akranlariyla kendilerini ¢ok daha rahat ve ulasilabilir hissederler. Bu durum ayni
zamanda onlar arasinda dayanigsmay1 saglar (Wynn & Kromrey, 1999) Ayrica akran
doniitiiniin  doniitii alan kisinin akramiyla daha Ozgiirce iletisim kurdugu icin
Ogretmen doniitlinden daha az korkutucu oldugu ileri siiriilmiistiir (Matsuhashi ve
digerleri, 1989). Ancak akran doniitiiniin etkili ve anlaml1 olabilmesi i¢in egitmenin
doniit igerisinde karsilikli saygi ve giliven gelistirmek icin nasil uygun bir dil
kullanmak gerektigiyle ilgili bir egitim vermesi gerekmektedir. Egitmenler yapilan
hatalarin hos karsilanmasi gerektigini ¢linkii onlara 6grenmenin gerceklestigini
gosteren kanitlar olarak bakmalar1 gerektigini gostermelidirler. Ayni1 zamanda da bu
hatalarin doniit alan kisiyi utandiracak olumsuz elestirilerden ziyade neyin dogru
neyin yanlis oldugunu gosterecek bir ana ogrenme kaynagi gibi diisliniilmesi

gerektigini 6gretmelidir.

Bu sebeple, hizmet Oncesi Ogretmen egitimi siirecinde Ogretmen adaylarina
sunulacak doniit egitimi onlarin 6gretmen yetkinliklerinin olusturulmasinda oldukga
etkili olacaktir. Gergek simif tecriibesinden yoksun 6gretmen adaylari i¢in onlar
giiclendirip yetkinlestirecek bir siiregtir. Tschannen-Moran ve Woolfok Hoy’un
(2002) da ileri siirdiigii gibi bu konu hakkinda yapilacak olan arastirmalardan elde

edilecek bilgi O0gretmen egitmenleri ve miidiirlerin 6gretmenlerin yeterliklerini
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artirmalar1 ve Ogretmen davraniglari ve 6grencilerin gelisimi agisindan yardimei

olacaktir.

Hizmet Oncesi egitimde en etkili etmenlerden olan Ogretmen yeterligi ve akran
doniitii lizerinde daha derin bir arastirmaya ihtiya¢ vardir. Bu amagcla bu ¢alismada
akran doniitline maruz kalan 6gretmen adaylarinin 6gretmen yeterligi seviyelerinde
anlamli bir degisme olup olmadigina bakilmistir. Bu ¢aligmada ayni zamanda sozel
ve yazili akran doniiti grubunda  bulunan katilimcilarin 6gretmen yeterlik
seviyelerinde herhangi bir anlamli degisme olup olmadigina bakilmistir. Her iki grup
arasinda Ogretmen yeterligi acisindan herhangi bir fark olup olmadigina da
bakilmistir. Bu ¢aligmanin bir diger amaci da farkli sekillerdeki akran doniitlerinin
ogretmen adaylari tarafindan nasil algilandigini ortaya ¢ikarmaktir. Bu sebeple Gazi
Universitesi Ingiliz Dili Egitimi Boliimii son sinif dgrencileri iizerinde karma ydntem
kullanilarak bir caligma ylriitilmiistiir. Bu amag ¢ergevesinde aragtirmaya yon
vermesi bakiminda 4 temel arastirma sorusu ve bu sorulara ait alt sorular

olusturulmustur.

1. Akran doniitiine maruz kalan O6gretmen adaylarinin 6n-test son-test dgretmen
yeterlikleri arasinda herhangi bir fark var midir?
2. Farkli sekillerde akran doniitii alan Ogretmen adaylarmin 6gretmen yeterlik
seviyelerinde anlamli bir degisiklik var midir?
a. Sozel akran doniiti alan Ogretmen adaylarmin Ogretmen yeterlik
seviyesinde anlamli bir degisiklik var midir?
b. Yazili akran doniiti alan Ogretmen adaylarinin Ogretmen yeterlik
seviyesinde anlamli bir degisiklik var midir?
3. Sozel akran doniitii ve yazili akran doniitii alan iki grup arasinda anlamli bir
farklilik var midir?
a. Sozel ve Yazili akran doniitii gruplarmmin On-test sonuglar1 arasinda
anlamli bir fark var midir?
b. Sozel ve Yazili akran doniitii gruplarinin son-test sonuglari arasinda
anlaml bir fark var midir?
4. Farkl sekillerdeki akran doniitiine yonelik 6gretmen adaylariin algilari nelerdir?

a. Ogretmen adaylarmin szel akran doniitiine yonelik algilari nelerdir?
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b. Ogretmen adaylarmin yazili akran déniitiine yonelik algilar1 nelerdir?
Calismanin Onemi

Bireyin yetismesini en derinden etkileyen 6gretmenlerin ¢abalari egitim sisteminin
temel yapi taslaridir. Bir 6gretmenin daha kaliteli bir egitim anlayisiyla gosterdigi
cabalar, dalga dalga yayilan pozitif bir etki halinde biitiin egitim sistemini ve biitiin
zorluklara ragmen Ogrenciye saglanan egitimin kalitesini de artiracaktir. Bu sebeple
hizmet 6ncesi 6gretmen egitimi kalitesinin artirilmasi yolunda atilacak adimlar MEB

ve yiiksek 6gretimdeki egitimin de daha kaliteli hale gelmesini saglayacaktir.

Siirekli degisen okul sistemleri ve toplumun degisen ihtiyaclart iyi egitilmis,
Ozgliveni yiiksek ve bu degisimlerin getirdigi zorluklarla basa ¢ikabilecegine ve bu
zorluklar karsisinda asla vazgegmeyip yoluna devam edecek Ogretmenler tarafindan
karsilanabilir. MEB’in mevcut okul miifredati ve egitim sistemi sik sik reformlara
ugramaktadir. Bu ylizden bu reformlara hizla ayak uydurabilecek Ogretmenlere
ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir. Basarabileceklerine ve yeterli 6z kaynaklara sahip olduklarina
inanan Ogretmenler karsilastiklar1 zorluklarla basariyla basa g¢ikabileceklerdir. Bu
nedenle, bu ¢alismanin sonuglar1 6gretmen adaylarinin yeterlik inanglarinin akran
doniitii yardimryla nasil gelistirilip stirdiiriilebilecegi ile ilgili bir kaynak saglayabilir.
Ogretmen adaylarinin yeterlik inanglari heniiz tam olusmamis ve sekil verilmeye
miisaitken onlarin daha yiiksek bir inanca sahip olmalar1 saglanabilir. Ogretmen
adaylarinin bu caligmada sagladigi fikirlerle akran doniitiiniin 6gretmen yeterlik
inanclarim1 nasil etkiledigi ortaya c¢ikartilarak daha etkili bir 6gretmen egitimi
programu yapilabilir. Ogretmen egitiminin temel bireyleri olan 6gretmen adaylari igin
daha fazla ortak ¢alismaya yonelik bir egitim anlayist saglanarak onlarin meslegi tek
basina yliriitme anlayislarindan kurtulmasi saglanabilir. Kolektif bir ¢aligma anlayisi,

ogretmenlerin verdigi egitimi daha kalite bir hale getirebilir.
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Yontem
Arastirma Deseni

Bu calismada nicel ve nitel arastirma desenlerinden olusan i¢ i¢e karma desen
kullanilmistir (Creswell, 2012). Buna gore bu desen ‘arastirmacinin verileri
geleneksel ve nitel desenler icinde topladigi ve ¢dziimledigi durumlardan olusur. .. I¢
ice karma desende, destekleyici asama, genel deseni bir sekilde gelistirmek amaciyla
eklenir.” (Creswell & PlanoClark, 2014, p.80). Ogretmen adaylarinin yeterlik
diizeylerini belirlemek amaciyla veri toplama kaynagi olarak anket kullanilmus,

Ogretmen adaylarinin akran doniitiine yonelik algilarini belirlemek iizere de e-giinliikk

ve yar1 yapilandirilmig grup goriismelerinden faydalanilmistir.

Evren ve Orneklem

Aragtirmanin evrenini Gazi Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Ingiliz Dili ve Egitimi son
smif Ogrencileri olusturmaktadir. Arastirmanin Orneklemini ise arastirmanin
yiiritiildigli donemde mevcut olan 12 subeden bir tanesi olusturmaktadir. Buna gore
amaglh ornekleme kullanilarak 6rneklem secilmistir. Calismanin amacina uygun
olarak katilimcilarin son smf dgrencisi olup, YI405MB Okul Deneyimi dersini
2014-2015 egitim yili giiz doneminde basariyla tamamlayip, 2014-2015 bahar
donemi Y1404MB Ogretmenlik Uygulamasi dersine kayit olmalar1 gerekmektedir.
Orneklem olarak segilen smif, arastirmacimin da 2014-2015 6gretim yilinda staj
dersleri olarak anilan okul deneyimi ve 6gretmenlik uygulamas: derslerine dgretim
elamani olarak girdigi smftir. Sinifta toplam 30 6grenci mevcuttur. Ancak {i¢
Ogrenci dersi alttan aldiklart i¢in ¢alismaya katilmak istememislerdir. Caligsmaya
katilim goniilliiliik esasina bagli oldugu i¢in bu 6grencilerin istegi kabul edilmistir.
Ancak caligma esli olarak yiiriitiilmek zorunda oldugunda dersi alan bir 6grenci essiz
kaldig1 i¢in o da ¢alisma kapsamina alinmamistir. Bu nedenle ¢calismaya katilan aday
O0gretmen sayis1 4 erkek ve 22 kadin olmak {izere toplam 26 olmustur. Katilimcilarin

hi¢ birinin daha 6nce herhangi bir 6gretmenlik deneyimi bulunmamaktadir.
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Veri Toplama Araci

Calismada kullanilan anket Chiang (2008) tarafindan gelistirilen ve Ingiliz dili
egitimi O0gretmenleri i¢in kullanilan ETES (EFL Teacher Efficacy Scale) 6l¢egidir.
Egitim arastirmalar1 alaninda pek ¢ok Ogretmen yeterlik dlgekleri bulunsa da bu
Olgekler biitlin Ogretmenlik alanlarina yonelik olup dil Ogretmenligine 6zgiin
icerikleri barindirmamaktadir. Ornegin ‘Kelimeleri etkili ve ilging bir sekilde dgretir’
‘Ingilizceyi ogrencilerin giindelik hayatlariyla bagdastirir’ gibi ifadeler alanda ilk
defa gelistirilen ve ii¢ alt basliktan olusan (Planlama, Ogretim ve Yonetim) ETES
Olgeginde kullanilmistir. Bunun disinda, Ogrencilerden e-giinliikkler tutmalari
istenmistir. Ogretmen adaylarindan, Ogretmenlik Uygulamasi dersi boyunca en az
sekiz kere derse girip ders anlatmalar1 istenmis ve her bir deneyim i¢in toplam sekiz
adet gilinliik girisi tutmalar1 istenmistir. Bu giinliiklerde sorulan sorular literatiir
taramas1 yapilarak aragtirmanin igerige uygun sekilde hazirlanmistir. Yari-
yapilandirilmis grup goriismeleri i¢in hazirlanan sorular da ayni sekilde literatiir
taramasinin sonucunda ve arastirmanin kapsami g6z oniinde bulundurularak ortaya
cikmistir. Hem e-giinliikler hem de goriismeler i¢in uzman goriislerine bagvurulmus,
onlardan alinan doniitler 1s18inda bazi sorular degistirilmis, kimileri tamamiyla

cikartilmig ve gerekli diizeltmeler yapilmistir.

Veri Toplama Siireci

Arastirmanin kapsaminda veri toplama siireci yaklasik 5 ay siirmiistiir ve bizzat
arastirmacinin kendisi tarafindan yapilmistir.2014-2015 bahar dénemi boyunca nitel
ve nicel veriler toplanmistir. Bu siireg igerisinde ODTU Uygulamali Etik Arastirma
Merkezi’nden hem anketin hem de e-giinliik ve grup goriismelerinin formlarmin etik
acidan uygun olup olmadigina yonelik onay alinmistir. Profesor Chiang’dan da
ETES o0lc¢eginin bu arastirma kapsaminda kullanilmasi icin gerekli izin alinmustir.
Donemin en basinda katilimcilara haftada 3 saatten toplam 3 hafta, yani 9 saat siiren
etkili doniit verme egitimi uygulanmistir. Egitimde teori ve uygulamaya yonelik bir

yol izlenmistir. Katilimcilarin birbirlerine doniit verirken uygulamalari gereken
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format Ogretilmis ve bu uygulamanin pratigi yapilmigtir. Donemin en basinda
ogretmen adaylar1 Ogretmenlik Uygulamas: dersine baslamadan &nce &n-test ETES
Olcegini ve donemin en sonunda ders tamamlandiktan sonra son-test ETES 6lgegini
doldurmuslardir. Dénem igerisinde uygulama dersi boyunca 6gretmen adaylarindan
uygulama yaptiklar1 en az sekiz ders ic¢in ayr1 birer glinlik girisi tutmuslar ve bu
giinliikleri tamamladik¢a aragtirmaciya teslim etmislerdir. Donemin en sonunda,
uygulama dersi tamamlandiktan sonra ise her bir grupla ayr1 ayr1 grup goriismeleri
ayarlanmis, ve hicbir katilimciin kendi partneriyle ayni grupta olmamasina 6zen
gosterilmistir. Bu sekilde her bir grupla ikiser tane olmak {izere toplam dort adet grup
goriigmesi  yapilmistir. Gorlismelerin  her biri yaklasik 75 dakika siirmiistiir.
Gortismeler biitiin gruplar i¢cin ayni sartlar altinda yliriitilmiistiir. Katilimcilarin
isimlerinin gizli kalacag belirtilmis ve goriismeler ses kayit cihaziyla kaydedilmistir.
Gortismelerde her bir grup i¢in sorular ayni sirada sorulmus, her bir goriismeciye
sorulart cevaplamasi icin silire verilmis, ve biitiin gruplara kendilerine yoneltilen
sorulara eklemek istedikleri bir sey olup olmadig1 sorulmustur. Gortismeler, herhangi

bir giiriiltiiden uzak bir toplant1 odasinda gergeklestirilmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Bu ¢alismada iki tlirde veri toplanmistir. Toplanan nicel veriler SPSS 21°e aktarilmis
ve 26 katilimcidan elde edilen veriler analiz edilmistir. ETES 6l¢egi icin giivenilirlik
analizi yapilmamistir ¢linkii ayn1 6l¢ek bu ¢alismanin yiiriitiildigii tiniversitede Tavil
(2014) tarafindan yapilan bir ¢aligmada da kullanilmigtir. Veriler (on-test ETES ve
son-test ETES ) c¢ikarsamali istatistik analizi yapilarak degerlendirilmistir. Aragtirma
sorularma gore e-giinliik ve grup goriigmelerinden toplanan nitel veriler ise igerik
analizi yontemiyle ¢ozliimlenmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda yapilan analizler asagida

Tablo 1’°de verilmistir.
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Tablo 1. Verilerin Analizi

Arastirma Sorusu Kullanilan Veri Analizi
Veri
1. Akran doniitiine maruz kalan 6gretmen Cikarsamali Istatistik:
adaylarmin On-test son-test o6gretmen Nicel Veri
yeterlikleri arasinda herhangi bir fark var Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks
midir? Testi

2. Farkli sekillerde akran doniiti alan
Ogretmen adaylarinin 6gretmen yeterlik

seviyelerinde anlamli bir degisiklik var Cikarsamali Istatistik:
midir?
a. Sozel akran doniitii alan Ogretmen
adaylarinin Ogretmen yeterlik  Nicel Veri Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks
seviyesinde anlamli bir degisiklik var Testi
midir?

b. Yazili akran doniiti alan 6gretmen
adaylarinin Ogretmen yeterlik
seviyesinde anlamli bir degisiklik var

midir?
3. Sozel akran doniitii ve yazili akran Cikarsamali Istatistik:
doniitii alan iki grup arasinda anlamli bir  Nicel Veri
farklilik var midir? Mann-Whitney U Testi
4, Farkli sekillerdeki akran doniitine Nitel Veri
yonelik Ogretmen adaylarinin algilan Icerik Analizi:
nelerdir?
a. Ogretmen adaylarmin sozel akran Kategoriler ve Kodlar

doniitiine yonelik algilari nelerdir?
b. Ogretmen adaylarinin yazili akran
doniitiine yonelik algilari nelerdir?

Bulgular
Arastirma Sorularma iliskin Bulgular

Akran Doniitiinden sonra Ogretmen Yeterlikleri ve Doniit Cesidine Gore Ogretmen

Yeterliklerinin Degerlendirilmesi

Arastirmanin birinci sorusu akran doniitline maruz kalan 6gretmen adaylarinin 6n-
test ve son-test 6gretmen yeterlikleri arasinda anlamli bir fark olup olmadig: ile
ilgilidir. Bunun igin parametrik olmayan Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks istatistik analizi
kullanilmistir. Zira katilmer sayist az oldugu i¢in parametrik istatistik analizi

yapmak uygun bulunmamistir (Green, Salkind & Alley, 2000). Analizden elde edilen
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bulgulara gore ETES 0On-test ve son-test sonuglar1 arasinda 6gretmen adaylarinin
Planlama (z = 3.299, p = .001 < .05, r = -.46), Ogretim (z = 2.893, p = .004 < .05, r =
-.40) ve Yonetim (z = 3.418, p = .001 < .05, r = -.47) degerleri acisindan anlamli bir
farklilik bulunmustur.

Ikinci arastirma sorusunda ise her iki grup igin ayr1 ayr1 Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks testi
yiriitiilmiis ve farkli sekillerde yani sozel ve yazili olarak akran doniitii alan
O0gretmen adaylarinin,0n-test ve son-test 6gretmen yeterlik seviyelerinde anlamli bir
degisiklik olup olmadigina bakilmistir. Analizlere gore ise sdzel doniit grubundaki
katilimeilarin Planlama (z = 2.449, p = .014 <.05, r = -.49), Ogretim (z = 2.669, p =
008 <.05, r = -.54) ve Yonetim (z = 2.852, p = .004 <.05, r = -.58) degerleri
acisindan anlamli bir fark bulunmustur. Ancak yazili akran doniitii grubuna
bakildiginda ise Planlama degerleri agisindan (z = 2.262, p = .024 <.05, r = -.42)
anlaml1 bir fark bulunmus olsa da, Ogretim (z = 1.229, p = .219 >.05, r = -.23) ve
Yonetim (z = 1.985, p = .053>.05, r = -.37) degerleri acisindan anlamli bir fark

gbzlemlenmemistir.

Ugiincii arastirma sorusu, sézel ve yazili akran déniitii gruplari arasinda on-test ve
son-test sonuglarina goére anlamli bir fark olup olmadigina bakmigtir. Bunun i¢in yine
parametrik olmayan Mann Whitney U Testi analiz yapmak icin kullanilmistir. Her
iki grubun ilk 6nce On-test sonuclari her {i¢ alt baslik agisindan da karsilastirilmastir.
Sonuglara gére Planlama agisindan (z = 1.317; p = 0.188 >.05, r = - .26), Ogretim
acisindan (z = 1.088; p = .276 >.05, r = - .21) ve Yonetim agisindan da (z = 0.310; p
= .756 >.05, r = - .06) her iki grup arasinda anlamli bir fark gozetilmemistir. Ayn1
sekilde her iki grubun son-test sonuglar1 da ii¢ alt baslik agisindan karsilagtirilmistir.
Buna gére Planlama agisindan (z = 1.090, p = .276>.05, r = - .21), Ogretim acisindan
(z=1.222, p=.222 >.05, r = - . 24) ve Yonetim agisindan da (z = 0.545, p = .586
>.05, r = - .10) her iki grup arasinda anlamli bir fark bulunmamistir. Sonuglar sézel
ve yazili akran doniitii gruplari arasinda hem On-test hem de son-test sonuglari

acisindan anlamli bir fark olmadigini gostermistir.

Arastirmanin son sorusunda katilimcilarin hem akran doniitiine olan algilar1 hem de

farkli sekilde verilen akran doniitiine yonelik algilar tespit edilmeye calisilmistir.
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Bunun igin Ogrencilerin tuttugu e-gilinliikler ve yari-yapilandirilmis  grup
goriigmelerinden yararlanilmistir. Elde edilen veriler igerik analizi yapilarak

degerlendirilmis ve ¢esitli kodlara ve kategorilere ulagilmistir.
Sozel Grubun Akran Doniitii Algilar

Buna gore sozel grup agisindan elde edilen sonuglar sunlardir: Akran Doniitiiniin

Odak Noktas1 Kategorisinde Planlama, Ogretim, Yénetim ve Genel Goézlemleme
olarak dort kod belirlenmistir. 94 e-giinliikten elde edilen 121 doniit odagindan14
tanesi Planlama (%11.6), 54 tanesi Ogretim (%44.6), 50 tanesi Yonetim (%41.2), ve
3 tanesi de Genel Gozlemleme (%2.6) olmustur. Buna gore bu grupta doniit odak

noktasi olarak en fazla Ogretim ve Yéonetim konularma agirlik verilmistir.

Akran Déniitii Gerekcesi kategorisinde 6 farkli kod olusturulmustur: Onemli Konu,

Partnerin Performansi, Yetkinligi Kontrol Etme, Karsilikli Anlasma, Diger
Gerekgeler ve Hi¢ Gerekce Gostermemek. Buna gore Sozel grubun sonuglari
sunlardir. Bu grupta giinliiklerde gosterilen toplam 117 gerekceden 20 tanesi Onemli
Konu (%17.1), 32 tanesi Partnerin Performanst (%27.4), 13 tanesi Yetkinligi Kontrol
Etme (%11.1), 28 tanesi Karsilikli Anlagma (%23.9), 5 tanesi Diger Gerekgeler
(%4.3) ve 19 tanesi de Hi¢ Gerek¢ce Gostermemektir (%16.2). Buna gore en fazla
Partnerin Performansi, Karsilikli Anlasma ve Onemli Konu gerekge olarak

gosterilmistir.

Bir diger kategori ise Akran Doniitiine Karsi Yonelimler basligr altindadir. Buna
gore dort alt kategori ve kodlar1 olusturulmustur: Pozitif Yonelimler (Pozitif
Yaklasimlar, Objektiflik ve Uygun Dilin Kullanilmasi), Negatif Yonelimler (Negatif
Doniit Hakkinda Endiseler, Akran Doniitii Tiikenmisligi ve Akran Doniitiiniin
Degerini Sorgulama), Akran Doniitiine Yonelik Duygular (Pozitif, Negatif, Hem
Pozitif Hem Negatif ve Notr ve Diger Duygular) ve Hazir Bulunusluk Seviyesi
(Istekli Olma ve Kacinmay).

Buna gore yapilan grup goriismelerinde sézel grupta toplam sekiz 6grenci akran
doniitii hakkinda olumlu yonelimlere sahip olduklarini ve akran doniitiinti alirken

kendilerini rahat hissettiklerini belirtmiglerdir. Toplam bes kisi aldiklar1 akran
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doniitiinlin negatif bir elestiri yerine olaylarin akisinin tipki bir kamera objektifinden
yansir gibi anlatildigini sdyleyip akran doniitiiniin objektifligini vurgulamislardir.
So6zel gruptaki toplam on katilimci verilen doniitiin uygun bir dil kullanilarak
verildiginden bahsetmislerdir. Hatta bir 6grenci sOyle demistir: ‘.. Cok stresli
olabilirdim ya da doniitii alamayabilirdim, ama daha once de sdyledigim gibi, ¢cok

olumsuz bir sey olsa bile onu uygun bir dille vermeyi basardi.” (P25).

Bu pozitif yonelimlerin yani sira, akran doniiti ile ilgili negatif yonelimlerin de
oldugu gozlemlenmistir. So6zel gruptaki katilimcilarin yarisindan fazlasi doniit
verirken akranlarint incitmekten korktuklarini belirtmislerdir. Bazi katilimcilar ise
negatif bir doniit aldiklarinda Tziildiiklerini, ya da aldiklar1 negatif doniitii
kabullenmekte zorlandiklarini belirtmislerdir. Ayni sekilde 4 kisi, 6zellikle donem
ortasindan itibaren yorulduklarim1 ve tiikenmislik yasadiklarini, bir siire sonra
doniitlerin kendi kendini tekrar ettigini sOylemislerdir. Bu durum toplam iig
katilimcinin akran doniitiiniin  glivenilirligini sorgulamalarima neden olmustur.

Donem sonuna dogru aldiklar1 doniitlerin faydali olmadigini belirtmislerdir.

Sozel gruptaki katilimeilarin e-glinliiklerinden elde edilen verilere gore akran doniitii
veritken farkli duygular besledikleri anlasilmistir. Buna gore 8 hafta boyunca
toplanan 94 e-giinliikten %67 si doniit verirken ‘Kendimi ¢ok rahat hissediyorum’
‘Cok iyi hissettim.” gibi Pozitif Duygular a sahip olduklarini (n = 67) ; %17 si (n =
16) ‘Kendimi rahat hissetmedim’ gibi Negatif Duygular; %4.3’i ‘Kendimi hem iyi
hem kotii hissettim.” gibi Hem Pozitif Hem Negatif Duygular(n = 4); ve %11.7’si
‘Kendimi normal hissettim.” ya da ‘Sasirdim.’(n = 11) gibi Notr ve Diger Duygular

ifade etmislerdir.

Ayni sekilde katilimcilar e-giinliiklerinde akran doniitii alirken de farkli duygular
beslediklerini sdylemislerdir. Katilimcilarin ¢cogunlugu akran doniitii alirken (n = 67,
%71.3) Pozitif Duygular; katilimcilarin azinligi doniit alirken Negatif Duygular (n =
11, %11.7), ¢ok az bir kism1 Hem Pozitif Hem Negatif Duygular (n = 7,% 7.4), ve
yaklagik onda biri ise (n = 9, %9.6) Nétr ve Diger Duygular hissettiklerini ifade

etmislerdir.
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Buna gore katilimeilarin pozitif duygular hissetme sebepleri arasinda akran doniitiine
kendilerini gelistirmek ve hatalarmin istesinden gelebilmek i¢in bir firsat olarak
bakmalar1 ya da bagarili bir sinif deneyimi gegirdiklerinde arkadaglarindan doniit
almay1 sabirsizlikla beklemeleri gosterilebilir. Ayni1 sekilde akran doniitiine karsi
olumsuz hisler beslemelerinin sebepleri arasinda eksik yanlarindan bahsetmek
konusunda kendilerini rahatsiz hissetmeleri, negatif bir doniit verirken arkadaglarini
incitmekten korkmalar1 sayilabilir. Dénemin sonlarma dogru doniitlerin kendisini
tekrar etmesi de sikilmalarina yol agmistir. Hem pozitif hem negatif duygulara sahip
olmalarinin sebebi ise ilk basta siireci nasil isleyecegini bilmedikleri i¢in hissettikleri
endiselerinin yerini siirece alisinca rahatliga birakmasidir. Notr ya da diger duygular
hissedenlerden bir tanesi duygularini su sekilde ifade etmistir: ‘Tuhaf, kendini
baskasinin goziinden gérmek gercekten tuhaf. Farkinda olmadigim seylerin olmasi

tuhaf.” (P6, W1)

Bir diger alt kategori ise Hazir Bulunugsluk Seviyesidir. E-gilinliikler incelendiginde
bliylikk bir ¢ogunlugun akran doniiti vermeye istekli oldugu (n = 89,
%87.5)goriilmiistiir. ‘Partnerime her seyi sdyledim.’, ‘Partnerime sdylemekten
kacindigim bir sey yok.” gibi ifadeler kullanmislardir. Ote yandan akranma déniit
vermekten kaginma sikligr 14 (%12.5) ¢ikmistir. Daha yakin bir incelemede bunun
sebepleri arastirilmis ve doniit vermekten kacindiklar1 baslica durumlar arasinda
negatif bir durumdan bahsetmek oldugu anlagilmigtir. Partnerlerini incitmekten
korkan katilimcilar doniit vermekten kaginmislardir. Sadece tek bir olumlu yani ayni
olumlu seylerden tekrar bahsetmek istemedikleri i¢in bu konuda doniit vermek

istemediklerini belirtmislerdir.

Bir diger ana kategoriyi Akran Doniitiinden Sonra Atilacak Adimlar olusturmaktadir.

Buna gore bes farkli kod olusturulmustur: Planlama, Ogretim, Yonetim, Baska
Alanda Degisiklikler ve Hi¢cbir Degisim Yapmamak. Buna gore e-giinliiklerde toplam
117 degisimden bahsedilmis ve bunlarin 37 tanesi (%31.6) Planlamada, 29 tanesi
(%24.8) Osretimde, 28 tanesi (%23.9) Yénetimde, sadece 1 tanesi baska bir alanda
degisiklik yapmak istedigini belirtmistir, son olarak toplam 22 (%23.4) giinlik
giriginde ise herhangi bir degisiklik yapmak istemedikleri belirtilmistir.
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Grup goriismelerinde Sosyal Iligkiler ana kategorisine gére iki tane alt kategori

belirlenmistir: Esit Statii ve Ust-As Iliskileri. Esit Statii alt Kategorisi akranlar
arasindaki iliskiyi kapsamaktadir. Bu kategoride Empati, Benzer Gegcmis Ve Rahatlik
olarak kodlar belirlenmistir. Grup goriismelerinde toplam alti katilimci akran
doniitiinii diger doniit gesitlerine tercih ettiklerini soylemislerdir. Katilimcilarin bes
tanesi, partnerlerine karsi empati hissedip kendilerini onlarin yerine koyduklarindan
bahsetmislerdir. Yine bes diger katilimci da dersin Ogretim gorevlisi ya da sinif
Ogretmeni yerine akran doniitiinii tercih ettiklerini ¢ilinkii akranlariyla aym1 ya da
benzer bir ge¢mise sahip olduklari i¢in birbirlerini daha iyi anladiklarindan s6z
etmiglerdir. Bir tane katilmci ise diger doniit ¢esitlerine bakildiginda akran
doniitiinde daha rahat oldugunu sdylemistir. Ust-As Iliskileri alt kategorisinde dersin
Ogretim liyesi ya da stajdaki smf Ogretmeniyle Ogretmen adayr arasindaki
kastedilmektedir. Bu kategoride Giivenilir Doniit Kaynag: ve Stresli Olmak kodlar
bulunmaktadir. Buna gore iki tane katilimci sinif 6gretmeninin verdigi doniitii tercih
ettiklerini ¢linkii onlarin derslerine girdikleri siiflar1 ¢ok daha iyi tanidiklar icin
daha giivenilir bir doniit kaynagi oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Bir tane katilimci ise

akran doniitiine gore 6gretmen doniitliniin daha stresli oldugunu séylemistir.

Yapilan grup goriismelerinde, katilimcilarin Akran Doniitii Siirecinde Yasadiklari

Zorluklar kategorisi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Buna gore Alismak, Dengeyi Saglamak ve
Swniflar Arasi Eyitsizlik zorluklar olarak belirlenmigstir. Katilimcilarin yaridan fazlasi
(n = 7) siirecin en basinda bazi tereddiitleri oldugunu belirtip, siirecin nasil
isleyecegini bilmedikleri i¢in kendilerini rahatsiz hissettiklerini ve siirecin ¢ok zor ve
fazla zaman alacagmi diisiinmiisler, bazilar1 bu konuda stres yasamuslardir. Ug
katilimcr doniit verirken zorlandiklarimi doniitii kelimelere dokerken olumlu ve
olumsuz konular arasinda denge saglarken zorlandiklarini, partnerleri tarafindan
yanlis anlasilmaktan korktuklarimi belirtmislerdir. Ayrica 5 katilime1 da 6gretmenlik
uygulamasi sirasindaki is yiiklerinin diger siniflara gore cok fazla oldugundan
sikayet etmis, siniflar arasinda haksizlik oldugunu iddia etmislerdir. Bir katilime1
‘Onlarn is yiikiiyle bizim is yiikiimiiz arasinda daglar kadar fark var. Onlar hicbir
sey yapmiyor, Bazilar1 sadece bir iki kere derse girdi. Onlar1 goriince elimizde

olmadan bozuluyoruz. Biz ¢ok ¢abaliyoruz.” diyerek durumu dile getirmistir. Burada
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belirtilmesi gereken bir durum s6z konusudur. Katilimcilarin asil sikayet konusu
KPSS smavinin onlar iizerinde yarattig1 strestir. Katilimcilar diger siniflarin KPSS
sinavi  odakli caligmalar yiirlitirken onlarin  &gretmenlik  uygulamasina
odaklanmalarinin kendilerinde bu haksizlik hissini yarattigin1 belirtmislerdir. Hatta
bir katilimci KPSS smavinin yiikii olmadiginda akran doniitiiyle ilgili ¢cok daha

olumlu tepkiler verebileceklerini belirtmistir.

Arastirmadan elde dilen bir diger kategori ise Akran Doniitiiniin Faydalaridir. Buna

gore li¢ alt kategori ve kodlar1 olusturulmustur: Akran Ddéniitiiniin Yarar: (Yararl,
Yararsiz, Hem Yararli Hem Yararsiz), Profesyonel Gii¢lendirme (Profesyonellesme,
Farkindalik  Yaratma, Artan Dikkat, Teoriyi Pratige Doniistiirme, Partneri
Modelleme, Hatalar1 Diizeltme, Coziim/Alternatif Odakli  Olma), Kisisel
Giiglendirme (Kisisel Hayatta Gelisme, Artan Giiven)

Akran doniitliniin yararlari agisindan, giinliiklerden elde edilen sonuglara gore toplam
94 giinliikk girisinden 78’inde (%83) katilimcilar aldiklart akran doniitiini Yarari
bulduklarini, 11 tanesi (%11.7) Yararsiz, 5 tanesi ise (%5.3) Hem Yararli Hem

Yararsiz seyler bulduklarini belirtmislerdir.

Odak grup goriismelerinde profesyonel giiglendirme agisindan 9 tane katilimeir hem
ogretmenlik becerileri hem de doniit verme becerileri agisindan kendilerini donemin
en bagina gore profesyonel hissettiklerini sdylemislerdir (Profesyonellesme). 8
katilimcr bu siire¢ sonunda kendi zayif ve giiclii yonlerinin, yaptiklari hatalarin
farkina vardiklarin1 belirtmislerdir (Farkindalik Yaratma). Sadece 2 katilimci
dikkatlerinin arttigin1 belirtmistir (Artan Dikkat). 4 katilimci bu siirecin teorik
bilgilerini uygulamaya dokmekte yardimci oldugunu, doniit verirken bu bilgilerden
faydalandiklarim1  sOylemislerdir (Teoriyi Pratige Doniistiirme). Katilimcilarin
yaridan ¢ogu (n = 7) partnerlerini gozlemlerken onlart model alarak birgok seyi
ogrendiklerinin altin1 ¢izmislerdir (Partneri Modelleme). Katilimcilarin yarisi (n = 6)
aldiklar1 doniite bagli olarak hatalarii1 diizelmek i¢in ¢aba sarf ettiklerini
belirtmislerdir (Hatalar: Diizeltme). Katilimcilari biiyiik ¢ogunlugu (n = 9) akran
doniitiiniin kendilerini durum ya da sorunlar karsisinda ¢oziim ya da alternatif
bulmaya yonlendirdigini belirtmislerdir (Coziim/Alternatif Odakli Olmay).
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Kisisel giliglendirme agisindan katilimcilarin ¢ogunlugu (n = 9) akran doniitiiniin
kisisel hayatlarinda da kendilerini etkilediginden bahsetmiglerdir. Alt1 katilime1 bu
siirecte Ogrendikleri dili gilindelik hayatta, kisisel iliskilerinde de kullanmaya
basladiklarimi sOylemislerdir. Katilimcilarin yaklasik yarisi (n = 5) ise akran
doniitiiniin kendilerine olan giivenlerini artirdigini belirtmiglerdir. Partnerlerinin
kendilerini 1iyi hissettirdigini ve Ogretmenlik becerilerinde basarili olabilecekleri

konusunda diistinmeye tesvik ettigini belirtmislerdir.

Son ana Kkategoriyi ise Gelecegi Yonelik Yaklasimlar olusturmaktadir. Bir alt

kategori baslig1 Isteklilik ve kodlart Déniit Kaynaginin Niyeti ve Déniit Kaynaginin
Gegmigi olmustur. Buna gore doniitii veren kisinin niyeti yani doniitii yapict mi
yoksa kiric1 bir sekilde verdigi ve nasil verdigi katilimcilarin doniit konusundaki
istegini belirlemektedir. Ayni sekilde katilimcilar doniit veren kisiyle farkli gegmis
alt yapilardan gelmenin onlarin doniit konusundaki isteklerini etkileyecegini, ¢iinkii
farkli gegmisleri olan kisilerin birbirlerini anlamakta zorlanacaklarini, bu kisilerin
ayni akran doniitii egitimini almadiklarindan olaylar1 algilama sekillerinin farklh

olacagini savunmuslardir.
Yazili Grubun Akran Doniitii Algilar

Akran Doniitiiniin Odak Noktasi kategorisinde 112 e-giinliikten elde edilen 118

doniit odagindan 24 tanesi Planlama (%20.3), 21 tanesi Ogretim ( 17.8%), 47 tanesi
Yonetim (%39.8), ve 26 tanesi de Genel Gozlemleme (%22.1) olmustur. Buna gore
bu grupta doniit odak noktasi olarak en fazla Yonetim ve Genel Gézlemleme

konularina agirlik verilmistir.

Akran Doniitii Gerekgesi kategorisinde bu grupta giinliiklerde gosterilen toplam 142

gerekgeden 8 tanesi Onemli Konu (%5.6), 22 tanesi Partnerin Performansi (%15.5),
10 tanesi Yetkinligi Kontrol Etme (%7), 52 tanesi Karsilikli Anlagma (% 36,6), 9
tanesi Diger Gerekceler (%6.3) ve 41 tanesi de Hi¢ Gerek¢e Gdstermemektir
(%28.9). Buna gore en fazla Hi¢ Gerek¢e Gdostermemek, Karsilikli Anlasma ve

Partnerin Performansi gerekge olarak gosterilmistir.
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Odak grup goriismelerinde Akran Doniitiine Kars1 Yonelimler Kategorisinde Pozitif

Yonelimler alt kategorisinde katilimcilari ¢gogu (n = 9) akran doniitiine kars1 Pozitif
Yaklasimlar1 oldugunu belirtmis, doniit verirken kendilerini rahat hissettiklerini, ve
doniitii yararli bulduklarini anlatmislardir. Katilimeilarin yarisi (n = 7) Objektif bir
sekilde doniit alip verdiklerinin altin1 ¢izmislerdir. 5 katilimer ise doniit alip verirken

Uygun Dilin Kullanilmasimdan bahsetmistir.

Negatif Yonelimler alt kategorisinde ise katilimcilarin yarisindan ¢ogu (n = 8)
Negatif Doniit Hakkinda Endiseler tasidiklarimi belirtmistir. Her ne kadar akran
doniitiine kars1 agik bir tutum sergileseler de Ozellikle olumsuz doniit alma
konusunda tereddiitleri oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bir katilime1 “Her ne kadar partnerim %
99 olumlu seyler yazsa da, olumsuz bir sey gordiigiim de icimden ‘Bunu da demesen
olmaz miyd1?’ diyordum.” (P24) diye olumsuz doniit hakkindaki fikrini belirtmistir.
Bu grupta sadece bir tane katilimc1 Akran Déniitii Tiikenmisliginden bahsetmistir. O
da sozel gruptaki katilimcilar gibi akran doniitiiniin 6zellikle besinci haftadan
itibaren tekrara dastigiini vurgulamistir. Katilimcilardan bes tanesinin Akran
Doniitiintin  Degerini  Sorgulama konusunda bir takim tecriibeler yasadiklari
goriilmiistiir. 1ki katilimer aldiklart doniitiin kisaligi hakkinda hayal kirikligina
ugradiklarini belirtmisler, birka¢ katilimeinin da siirecin en basinda akran doniitiiniin

giivenilirligi ile ilgili endiseleri oldugu belirlenmistir.

E-giinliiklerde Akran doniitiine Yonelik Duygular alt kategorisinde de bu grupta
doniit alirken farkli duygular besledikleri ortaya ¢ikmustir. Katilimeilarin ¢ogunlugu
akran doniitii alirken (n = 85, %76) Pozitif Duygular; katilimcilarin ¢ok kiigiik bir
kism1 doniit alirken Negatif Duygular (n = 3, %2.7), ¢ok az bir kism1 Hem Pozitif
Hem Negatif Duygular (n = 9,% 8), ve yaklasik onda biri ise (n = 15, %13.3) Notr
ve Diger Duygular hissettiklerini ifade etmislerdir. Ayn1 sekilde katilimcilar akran
doniitli alirken de farkli duygular beslemislerdir. Katilimcilarin ¢ok biiyiik bir kismi
akran doniitii alirken (n = 92, %82.1) Pozitif Duygular; katilimcilarin ¢ok az bir
kismi1 doniit alirken Negatif Duygular (n = 3, %2.7), az bir kismi1 Hem Pozitif Hem
Negatif Duygular (n = 8, %7.1), ve yaklasik onda biri ise (n = 9,% 8) Notr ve Diger

Duygular hissettiklerini ifade etmislerdir.
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Buna gore katilimcilar eger kendileri ya da partnerleri basarilt bir sinif performansi
sergilemislerse mutlu olduklarini belirtmiglerdir. Fakat bunun tam tersi bir durumda
doniit almak ve vermekten hoslanmadiklarini vurgulamislardir. Hem olumlu hem
olumsuz duygulara sahip olmalarinin baslica sebebi, siirecin en basinda kendilerini
neyin bekledigini bilemedikleri i¢in karmasik duygular i¢inde olmalaridir. Notr ve
diger duygulara sahip olanlardan bir katilimci ise soyle demistir: ‘Farkli bir sey
hissettigimi sdoyleyemem. Bu elestiri degil, bu sadece birbirimizin eksikliklerini

gdrmemiz i¢in yardim etmek. O yiizden bence doniit vermek yararli.” (P18, W1)

Hazir Bulunusluk Seviyesi alt kategorisinde ise 112 e-giinliik girisinin ¢ok biiyiik bir
cogunlugu (n = 107, %94,7) doniit alip verme konusunda Istekli Olduklarin
belirtmis, sadece ¢ok kiiglik bir kismi1 (n = 5, %5.3)doniit vermekten Ka¢indiklarini

yazmiglardir.

Bir diger ana kategori olan Akran Ddniitlinden Sonra Atilacak Adimlar’da alinan

akran doniitiine gore yapilmasi 6ngoriilen toplam 134 degisimden 37 tanesi (%27.6)
Planlamada, 40 tanesi (%29.9) Ogretimde, 16 tanesi (%11. 9) Yénetimde, 6 tanesi
(4.5%) baska bir alanda degisiklik yapmak istedigini belirtmistir, son olarak toplam
35 (%26.1) giinliikk girisinde ise herhangi bir degisiklik yapmak istemedikleri
belirtilmistir.

Grup gériismelerinden elde edilen Sosyal iliskiler ana Kategorisinde alt1 dgrenci Egit

Statii alt kategorisinde arkadaslarina karsi Empati beslediklerinden bahsetmistir.
Ayni sekilde bes katilimcr da akranlariyla Benzer Gegmige sahip olmanin dnemini
vurgulamislar, katilimcilarin yarist (n = 7) akranlariyla kendilerini daha Rahat
hissettiklerinin altim1 ¢izmislerdir. Ust-As Iliskileri alt kategorinde ise iki katilimc1
ogretmenlik uygulamasi dersinin 6gretim elamanimmin ya da smif 6gretmeninin
Giivenilir Déniit Kaynagi oldugunu belirtmis ancak alt1 katilimer bu kisilerden doniit

almanin kendilerinde Stres yarattigini belirtmislerdir.

Yapilan grup goriismelerinde, bu gruptaki katilimcilarin da Akran Doniitii Siirecinde

Yasadiklar1 Zorluklar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Buna gore katilimcilarin yarisi (n = 7) siirece

Aliymak konusunda bazi sikintilar yasamislardir. Bazilar1 alacaklar ilk déniit icin
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endiselenmis, bazilar1 da olumsuz doniit almaktan ¢ekindiklerini belirtmislerdir. Alti
katilimci doniit verirken pozitif ve negatif elestiriler konusunda Dengeyi Saglamakta
zorlandiklarini belirtmislerdir. S6zel grupta oldugu gibi yazili grup da bu siirecte is
yiikii agisindan Swiflar Arast Esitsizlik oldugunun altin1 ¢izmislerdir. Ama yine de
bu siirecin sonunda kendilerini diger siniflara gore d6gretmenlik becerileri agisindan

daha iistiin hissettiklerini vurgulamiglardir.

Bir diger kategori ise Akran Doniitiiniin Faydalaridir. Akran Déniitiiniin Yarar: alt

kategorisi agisindan, giinliiklerden elde edilen sonuglara gore toplam 112 giinliik
girisinin biiylik bir ¢ogunlugu (n = 98, %87.5) aldiklar1 akran doniitiinii Yararli
bulduklarini, yaklagik onda biri (n = 8, % 11.7) Yararsiz bulduklarini, 6 tanesi ise
(%5.4) Hem Yararli Hem Yararsiz seyler bulduklarini belirtmiglerdir.

Profesyonel Gii¢lendirme alt kategorisinde toplam 9 katilimci olaylara daha
profesyonel  bir bakis acisiyla bakmaya  basladiklarini  belirtmislerdir
(Profesyonellesme). Katihimcilarin biiyiik bir ¢ogunlugu (n = 10) bu siirecin
kendilerinde Farkindalik Yaratigimi, donit aldiklarinda smif  igerisindeki
davraniglarini daha iyi fark ettiklerini belirtmislerdir. Yine ayn sekilde 6 katilime1 bu
siire¢ sonunda dikkatlerinin ¢ogaldigini ve smif igindeki davranislarina daha fazla
dikkat ettiklerini sdylemislerdir (Artan Dikkat). Bir katilimci eger 6gretmenlik
uygulamast dersini akran doniitii olmadan gegirseler siniftaki bir¢ok seyi gozden
kagiracaklarini belirtmistir. Katilimcilarin biiylik ¢ogunlugu (n = 9) bu siirecin
kendilerine Teoriyi Pratige Déniistiirme agisindan yardimcet oldugunu belirtmislerdir.
Yine ayni sekilde biiyiik bir ¢ogunluk (n = 9), Partneri Modelleme yoluyla ¢ok fazla
sey ogrendiklerini vurgulamislardir. Akran doniitii siirecinin Hatalar: Diizeltme
agisindan da katilimcilarin biiyiik bir kismina destek sagladigi bulunmustur (n = 9).
Ancak sadece iki katilimer bu siireg sonunda Coziim/Alternatif Odakli Olduklarini

sOylemislerdir.

Bu siire¢ Kisisel Giigclendirme alaninda da katilimcilara katkida bulunmustur. Buna
gore dokuz katilimci Kisisel Hayatta Gelisme yasadiklarini belirtmis ve olaylara ve
kisilere karsi daha fazla tolerans gelistirdiklerinden bahsetmislerdir. Ayn1 sekilde

sekiz katilimec1 da Artan Giiven yasadiklarmi sdylemislerdir. Akran doniiti
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sonucunda farkina vardiklar1 hatalar1 ve eksiklikleri diizeltmek onlarin giivenlerini

artirmistir.

Son ana kategoriyi ise Gelecege Yonelik Yaklasimlar olusturmaktadir. Buna gore
gelecekte Ogretmenlik meslegine basladiklarinda akran déniitiine karsi Isteklilik
konusunda bazi tereddiitler yasanildig: tespit edilmistir. Doniit Kaynaginin Niyeti
onlarin tutumlarini etkilemektedir. Sadece iki katilimci bundan bahsetmis ve eger
doniit veren kisinin amacinin sadece elestirmek oldugunu tespit ederlerse doniit
almak istemediklerini belirtmislerdir. Déniit Kaynaginin Geg¢misi de katilimcilarin
tutumunu etkilemektedir (n = 5). Aymt egitim ge¢misine sahip olmamanin

meslektaglar arasinda yanlis anlagilmaya sebep olabilecegini belirtmiglerdir.

Tartisma ve Oneriler

Calismanin analizinden elde edilen bulgularla su sonuglara ulasilmistir: Oncelikle
akran dOniitiniin 6gretmen adaylarinin 6gretmen yeterlik inanglart iizerinde
Planlama, Ogretim ve Yonetim alanlarinda anlamli bir etkisi bulunmustur. Buradan
akran doniitiiniin 6gretmen adaylarinin inanglar1 iizerinde oldukga etkili bir glice
sahip oldugu sonucuna ulasilabilir. Bower (1999), Gemmel (2003) ve Goker’in
(2006) yiiriittiigii ¢alismalar da akran gozlemi ve doniitii sonucunda katilimcilarin
Ogretmen yeterlikleri seviyelerinde 6nemli bir artis oldugunu, katilimcilarin

kendilerine olan gilivenlerinin arttig1 belirlemislerdir.

Calismadaki oOn-test ve son-testten elde edilen bulgular her iki grup arasinda
O0gretmen yeterlik seviyeleri agisindan anlamli bir farklilik olmadigini gostermistir.
Bu sonuca akran doniitiiniin etkinligi yol agcmis olabilir. Yani 6nemli olan akran
doniitiiniin verildigi yontem degil akran doniitiine maruz kalmaktir. Erdemli (2006)
de yliriittiigii calismasinda yazili ve yazili arti sozli doniit gruplar1 arasinda
katilimcilarin is performanst ve duygusal tepkileri acisindan anlamli bir fark

bulamamustir.
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Ancak sozlii olarak verilen doniitiin yazili olarak verilen doniite karsi 6gretmen
adaylarinin yeterlik inanglar1 daha fazla etkiledigi ortaya c¢ikmistir. Buna gore
O0gretmen adaylarina verilen ETES 06l¢egi gruplara gore ayr1 ayri degerlendirildiginde
s6zel grubun Planlama, Ogretim ve Y&netim alt basliklarmin hepsinde anlamli bir
farka sahip olduklar1 bulunmustur. Ancak yazili doniit alan grupta sadece Planlama
alaninda anlamli bir fark tespit edilmis, Ogretim ve Yénetim alaninda herhangi bir
fark bulunamamistir. Buna gore sozlii akran doniitliniin yazili akran doniitiine gore

O0gretmen yeterligi inanci1 agisindan daha etkili oldugundan s6z edilebilir.

Toplanan e-giinliik ve grup goriismelerinden elde edilen bulgular iki grup arasinda
akran grubuna yonelik algilar1 acisindan c¢esitli benzerlik ve farkliliklarin oldugunu
ortaya koymustur. Buna gore akran doniitiiniin icerigi acgisindan sdzel grubun akran
doniitiiniin katilimer sayilarinin yazili gruba gore daha az olmasina ragmen daha
zengin ve c¢esitli bir igerige sahip oldugu bulunmustur. Buna goére yliz ylize
gorismede bulunmanin daha fazla fikir ve tartismaya yol acarak daha zengin bir
igerik saglayabilecegi diisiiniilmiistiir. Ote yandan yazili grubun iletisimi tek yonlii
oldugundan ve herhangi bir goriis aligverisi olmadigindan daha kisitli bir igerikle

sonuc¢landigi diistiniilmiistiir.

Calismanin sonuglara gore hem sézel hem de yazili gruplar akran doniitiine kars:
olumlu bir tutum icerinde olduklar: belirlenmistir. Her iki grup da akran doniitiiniin
kisisel ve akademik gelisim agisindan faydali oldugunu diislinmiis, 6gretmenlik
becerilerinin gelistigini iddia etmislerdir. Whittaker (1999) ve Gemmel (2003) de
yaptiklar1 caligmalar da katilimcilarin akran doniitiine karsit olumlu algilarinin

oldugunu tespit etmislerdir.

Ayni1 sekilde her iki grup da akran doniitlinlin giivenilir oldugunu diisiinmektedirler.
Katilimeilar aldiklart akran doniitii egitiminden sonra akran doniitiiniin objektif
oldugunu o6zellikle vurgulamislardir. Ciinkii verilen doniit yorumlardan uzak ve
objektif tespitlere sahip oldugundan partnerleri incitme riskini de azaltmaktadir.
Katilimcilara saglanan egitimin etkisi katilimcilar tarafindan onaylanmistir. Bu
sayede olumsuz yonleri bile yapici bir sekilde partnerlerine ilettiklerinin altini ¢izen

katilimcilar akran doniitiiniin - giivenilir oldugunu vurgulamiglardir. Rauch ve
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Whittaker (1999), Gemmel (2003), Erdemli (2006) ve Neighbors’in (2012) yiirlittigii
calismalar da katilimcilara akran doniitiine yonelik uygun bir egitim ve kilavuz
saglanmanin ve bunun daha etkili bir 6gretim i¢in miifredatin ayrilmaz bir pargasi

olmas1 gerektigini savunmuslardir.

Sozel grupta doniit verirken kullanilan dilin uygunlugundan bahseden katilimci sayisi
yazili grubun iki kat1 olarak bulunmustur. Buna sebep olarak sézel grupta yiiz yiize
gorisme yapildigr i¢cin katilimcilarin ne sdylediklerine daha fazla dikkat ettikleri
gosterilebilir. Cilinkii partnerlerinden o anda alacaklar1 tepkileri de gbz Oniinde
bulundurmalar1 gereklidir ancak yazili grupta boyle bir durum séz konusu degildir.
Her iki grubun da ozellikle negatif doniit verirken ve alirken benzer endiseler
yasadig1 tespit edilmistir. Olumsuz doniitii kabullenmekte direng gostermisler ya da

partnerlerinin hislerini incitmekten korkmuslardir.

Calismanin sonucuna gore iki grup farkli seviyelerde tiikkenmislik duygusu
yasamislardir. S6zel grup 6zellikle de besinci haftadan itibaren doniitlerin kendisini
tekrar ettigini ve bundan sikildiklarini belirtmis, doniitlerden faydalanamadiklarini
sOylemistir. Yazili grup da benzer siire¢lerden bahsetmistir. Ancak sozel grup yiiz
yiize oldugu i¢in, tek yonli iletisim yasayan yazili grubun bu durumdan s6zel grup
kadar sikayet etmedikleri goriilmiistir. Ancak, akran doniitii verirken uygun bir
mekan arama ve zaman bulma s6zel grup i¢in oldukca sikintili olmustur. Doniitlerin
birbirini tekrar etmesine ¢oziim olarak, katilimcilardan fikir alinmistir, ve bunun
sonucunda en uygun partnerleri degistirmek olarak bulunmustur. Buna gore her 3 ya

da 4 haftada bir partner degisikligine gidilmesi uygun bulunmustur.

Her iki grup da akran doniitiiniin degerinin ¢esitli sebeplerle sorgulamislardir.
Siirecin en basinda her iki grup da doniitiin giivenilirligi konusunda tereddiit etmis

ama zaman gegtikce bu fikirleri olumlu yonde degismistir.

Aragtirma sonuglarina gore her iki grubun da akran doniitiine yonelik olumlu hisleri
oldugu bulunmustur. Ancak olumsuz duygular sézel grupta 4 kat daha fazla
cikmistir. Bunun sebebi olarak yazili grupta yliz ylize gorligmenin getirecegi bir

takim stresli durumlarin eksikliginden dolayr daha fazla kaygisiz olduklar
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diistiniilmektedir. Yine ayni sekilde iki grup arasinda doniit vermeye isteklilik
acisindan bazi benzerlikler ve farkliliklar bulunmaktadir. Buna gore sozel grupta
yaklasik 3 kat daha fazla 0grenci partnerine doniit vermekten cesitli sebeplerden
dolayr kaginmislardir. Buna sebep olarak sozel gruptaki katilimcilar yazihi
gruptakilere gore kendilerini partnerlerinin tepkileri agisindan daha fazla stresli
hissetmis ve bu yilizden baz1 seyleri sOylemekten kaginmis olabilecekleri
gosterilebilir. Her iki grup da ilk bir iki hafta silirecin nasil isleyecegini

bilemediklerinden belirli bir seviyede endise hissettiklerini belirtmislerdir.

Sosyal iligkiler acisindan iki grup da benzerlikler gostermistir. Hem s6zel hem de
yazili gruplar, akranlarindan doniit alirken kendilerini daha rahat hissettiklerini, ayni
ortak egitim gegmisine sahip olmanin énemini, birbirilerine empati yaparak duygusal
destek sagladiklarini ifade etmislerdir. Brinko (1990), Gemmel (2003) ve Liaw
(2009) akran doniitiiniin yarattigi empatinin diger donlit ¢esitleri ya da diger kisilerin
(aile, cevre) verecegi destekten ¢ok daha etkili oldugunu vurgulamuslardir. Ote
yandan dersin dgretim iiyesi ya da siif dgretmeninin saglayacagi doniitii daha az
katilimci tercih etse de bu doniitli daha giivenilir bulduklarini belirtmislerdir. Ancak
akran doOniitine gore Tlstlerden alinan doniitin daha fazla stres yarattigin
vurgulamislardir. Ote yandan yazili grup sozlii gruba gére doniitlerini hazirlarlarken
cok daha fazla sikinti c¢ektiklerini soylemislerdir. Yazili grubun hazirladigi doniit
kalic1 oldugundan, s6zli grubun ise doniit bir kere agizdan ¢iktt mi kaliciligini
yitirdiginden iki grup agisindan bir farklillk yasanmasina sebep oldugu

diistiniilmektedir.

Bu siire¢ sonunda her iki grup da kendilerini profesyonel olarak gelistirdiklerini
belirtmis, farkinda olmadiklar1 hatalarini diizelttiklerini, gii¢lii ve zayif yonlerinin
farkina vardiklarini, dikkatlerinin arttigini, 6grendikleri teorik bilgileri pratige
doktiiklerini sdylemislerdir. Eger bu siirecten ge¢meseler bu hatalarin diizelmeyerek
kaliplasacagini vurgulamiglardir. Bu sonuglar Gemmel (2003) ve Ballantyne, Hughes
ve Mylonas’in (2002) sonuglariyla da uyumludur.

Arastirmanin bir diger 6nemli bulgusu da akranlarin birbirlerinden 6grenmeleridir.

Schunk (1985, 1991), Bowers (1999), Rauch ve Whittaker’s (1999), Ballantyne ve
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digerlerinin (2002) ve Gemmel (2003) gibi bir¢cok arastirmacinin yiirlttigl
calismalarda da bulundugu gibi akranlar birbirlerine sadece doniit verirken degil,
birbirlerini gozlemlerken de ¢ok fazla sey Ogrenmislerdir. Beraber calisirken,
herhangi bir not tasasi olmadan sadece birbirini gelistirmek iizere atilan adimlarin
dersin 6gretmeninden alinan doniitlere gore cok daha etkili oldugu bulunmustur. Bu
stire¢ 0grencilerin kendilerine olan giivenini ¢ok daha fazla artirmistir. Akranlarini
model olarak alan 6grenciler bu ¢alismada oldugu gibi Labone (2004) ve Liaw’un
(2009) da calismalarinda daha fazla giiven kazandiklarin1 ve daha fazla basarili

olabileceklerine inanmiglardir.

Ancak caligmaya katilanlarin her ne kadar akran doniitiine yonelik agik bir tutum
sergileseler de ilerideki meslek hayatlarinda doniip alip verme konusunda tereddiitlii
olduklar1 tespit edilmistir. Her iki grupta doniit aligverisinde bulunacaklar: kisilerin
niyetlerinin ve ge¢mislerinin dnemli oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu da katilimcilarin
heniiz akran doniitiinii bir norm olarak kabul etmediklerini gostermektedir. Yillarin
getirdigi aligkanliklar1 bes aylik gibi bir silirecte silmenin miimkiin olmadig:

belirlenmistir.

Arastirmada ulasilan sonuglara gore bazi Onerilerde bulunulmustur. Buna gore
oncelikle akran doniitii egitimine agirhik verilip Ogretmen adaylarmin egitim
hayatinin bir parcasi haline getirilmelidir. Akran doniitii egitimi, ¢6zim ve alternatif
odakl1 hale getirilip 6gretmen adaylarimin elestirel diisiinmeleri gelistirilmelidir. Bu
sekilde zor sartlar altinda c¢alisacak olan yeni 6gretmenlerin sorunlarla daha etkili bir

sekilde basa ¢ikmalarina yardimci olunabilir.

Calismada katilimcilarin olumsuz doniit verme konusunda zorlandiklar1 tespit
edilmigstir. Akran doniitii egitimi konusunda Ozellikle bu alana odaklanip doniit
konusundaki algilar daha olumlu hale getirilmelidir. Arastirmada katilimcilarin
siirecin en basinda yasadiklar1 endiseleri azaltmak i¢in daha fazla akran doniiti
ornegi, cesitli videolar, aktiviteler ya da dramalar esliginde verilebilir. Beklentilerin

acik hale getirilmesi onlar1 rahatlatabilir.
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Akran doniitli, hizmet Oncesi 0gretmen egitiminin sadece son sinifina degil biitiin
kademelerine yayilip bir aliskanlik, bir norm haline doniistiiriilmelidir. Bir diger
onemli nokta, 6gretmenlik uygulamasi sirasinda partnerlerin degisimidir. Bu sekilde
kendini tekrardan kurtularak daha farkli sinif ve Ogretmenlerle farkli tecriibeler

saglanabilir.

Bu calisma akran doniitliiniin 6gretmen yeterlikleri tizerine etkisini belirlemeye
caligmaktadir. Ancak unutulmamalidir ki tek basina akran doniitii yeterli degildir.
Ders 6gretmeni ve stajdaki sinif 6gretmeninin doniitii de etkili bir sekilde bir arada
kullanildiginda en etkili doniit alagimini olusturmaktadir. Her doniit cesidi bir
digerinin eksigi kapatmaktadir. Biitliin doniit gesitlerinin en etkili sekilde kullanildig:

bir egitim sistemi gerceklestirilmelidir.
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