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ABSTRACT

A FRAME PACKING METHOD TO IMPROVE THE SCHEDULABILITY ON
CAN AND CAN-FD

Urul, Gokhan
M.S., Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering
Supervisor : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ece Giiran Schmidt

Co-Supervisor : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Klaus Schmidt

February 2015, 60 pages

Controller Area Network (CAN) is the most widely used in-vehicle network. To-
day, vehicle applications can fill a CAN network’s communication bandwidth to its
limit. Hereby, the consumed bandwidth of an in-vehicle application depends on the
efficiency of packing signal data into CAN message frames and on the suitability of
the CAN message priority assignment such that all messages are schedulable. This
thesis focuses on the problem of signal packing which is known to be and NP-hard
problem. To this end, the thesis first investigates and implements the existing signal
packing approaches. Based on this investigation, the thesis proposes a new signal
packing heuristic that aims at minimizing the consumed bandwidth and at the same
time obtain a schedulable message set. It is further shown that the developed method
is not only suitable for CAN but also for CAN with Flexible Data Rate (CAN-FD)
which is an extension of CAN with a higher data rate. The results of our extensive
systematically conducted computational experiments show that our heuristic provides

better results than existing techniques at a low run-time.



Keywords: Controller Area Network (CAN), CAN with Flexible Data Rate (CAN-

FD), Schedulability analysis, Signal packing, Response time analysis, Optimization

vi



(0Y/

CAN VE CAN-FD VERI YOLUNDA ZAMANLAMA IYILESTIRMEK ICIN BIR
VERI PAKETLEME YONTEMI

Urul, Gokhan
Yiiksek Lisans, Elektrik ve Elektronik Miihendisligi Boliimii
Tez Yoneticisi : Dog. Dr. Ece Giiran Schmidt
Ortak Tez Yoneticisi : Dog. Dr. Klaus Schmidt

Subat 2015 , 60 sayfa

Denetleyici Alan Aglar1 (CAN) arag i¢i iletisim icin kullanilan en yaygin haberlesme
agidir. Giiniimiizde, tagit uygulamalart CAN aglarindaki band genisligi kullanimini
ist sinirlarina ¢ikarmugtir. Bir tagit uygulamasinin kullandigi band genisligi sinyal ve-
rilerinin CAN mesajlarina paketlenmesindeki verime ve tiim mesajlara zamanlanabi-
lir bir sekilde oncelik atanmasina baghdir. Bu tez, NP zor olarak bilinen sinyal paket-
leme problemi iizerine odaklanmaktadir. Oncelikle, mevcut sinyal paketleme yakla-
stmlar1 aragtirllmig ve gerceklenmistir. Literatiir arastirmasina dayanarak, zamanlana-
bilir bir mesaj kiimesi olusturularak band genisligi kullanimin1 azaltmay1 amaglayan
yeni bir sezgisel paketleme yontemi Onerilmektedir. Calismalarimiz, gelistirilen yon-
temin sadece CAN aglar1 i¢in de8il CAN aglarinin daha yiiksek veri hizina sahip olan
genigletilmis bir versiyonu CAN Esnek Veri Hizi1 (CAN-FD) icin de uygulanabilir
oldugunu gostermektedir. Kapsamli ve sistematik bir sekilde yiiriittiigtimiiz deneyler,

onerdigimiz sezgisel yontemin mevcut tekniklere gore daha iyi sonuglar1 daha diisiik
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calisma zamant ile sagladigini gostermistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Denetleyici Alan Ag1 (CAN), Esnek Veri Hiz1 ile Denetleyici
Alan Ag1 (CAN-FD), Cizelgeleme analizi, Sinyal paketleme, Yansima zamani analizi,

Optimizasyon
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Over the last few decades, the electronic revolution has been one of the biggest chal-
lenges of the automotive industry. For premium cars, "the cost of software and elec-
tronics can reach 35 to 40 percent of the cost of a car," as stated by Broy [6]. Con-
troller Area Network (CAN) is the most widely used network in automotive appli-
cations to establish the network between electronic control units (ECUs) in vehicles
[13]. Although CAN has been introduced more than 30 year ago, it is still widely used
in series vehicles and there is still a large amount of ongoing research since complex-
ity of today systems can fill a CAN network’s communication bandwidth to its limit
[11]. In order to extend limits while keeping most of the software and hardware — es-
pecially the physical layer — unchanged, a new protocol CAN-FD [11, 2, 1] has been
proposed to increase bandwidth consumption. Two main extensions to CAN come up

with CAN-FD, longer data fields and shortening the bit time during data transmission.

In-vehicle electronic systems contain ECUs which typically get its inputs from sen-
sors (such as speed, acceleration, temperature, etc.) and that provide outputs to ac-
tuators (change gear, adapt velocity, etc.) to enforce actions determined. While an
ECU is executing its local control and measurements, it needs to exchange data with
other ECUs to achieve vehicle system wide tasks. This communication is performed
on the CAN bus, where data (signals) is sent in message frames [17]. Since tasks
in-vehicle operations are time-critical, signals should be exchanged with real-time
constraints such as deadlines which are supported by CAN. To establish real-time
constraints, in-vehicle signals have some important properties such as; bit length,

period and deadline. CAN messages which contain multiple signals have the same



properties as the included signals and also have an additional important property: the
priority that is used for arbitration and schedulability on the bus. To obtain a schedu-
lable CAN network which ensures that each signal arrives at its destination before
its deadline, packing signals into message frames efficiently and assigning suitable

message priorities are essential.

The problem studied in this thesis is finding a mapping of all signals to size limited
frames and assigning priorities to each frame such that the bandwidth utilization on
CAN is minimized and the network becomes schedulable. That is, we assume that a
set of signals to be sent over the network is given for each ECU. Each signal has a bit
size, period and deadline which should be satisfied. Signals from the same ECU can
be packed into CAN frames whose payload varies between 0 and 8 bytes. In addition,
CAN frames have a payload-dependent overhead. Hereby, period and deadline of
the frames depend on the packed signals. While packing, it is desired that signals
are assigned to frames such that the overall bandwidth utilization on the CAN bus is
minimized by eliminating overhead. This problem is known to be NP-hard [16] that

the solution is thus to find efficient heuristics.

Prior to our study, there have been many studies in the literature that proposed frame
packing approach for CAN. Sandstorm [16] states Bandwidth Best Fit decreasing
(BBFd) method which is inspired from classic bin packing. Saket and Navet [15]
propose Bi-directional Frequency Fit (BDFF) as a more effective strategy which takes
into account the effect of the signal period. Polzlbauer [14] states the Improved Frame
Packing Heuristic (IFPH) that brings an additional optimality criterion to the proposed
solution which tries to improve previous studies. Finally Bordoloi [4] proposes a
framework (CaFeS) that is especially targeted for CAN-FD which claims to solve the
packing problem in pseudo-polynomial time. Bordoloi is applying his approach to

standard CAN with keeping maximum frame size at 8 bytes.

Difference between CAN and CAN-FD in the scope of frame packing problem is
Worst Case Transmission Time (WCTT). When WCTT is properly adapted to the
existing approaches, all the packing solutions will be available for both CAN and
CAN-FD. Hence, the development of this thesis focuses on CAN and the findings are
then also applied to CAN-FD with small modification on WCTT equation.



Except for BBFd, the existing approaches focus on the period property of the signals
such that the ideal situation is obtained when having fully utilized frames with signals
of the same period. Our approach also considers the signal period but with a different
approach. We derive a heuristic called Advanced Period Based Heuristic (APBH).
Our method starts with packing all signals with the same periods using a bin pack-
ing heuristic. As a result, we already obtain an efficient message set after this step
considering that the generation period of signals in the same message are identical.
Nevertheless, it is possible that some of the messages are not fully filled. Hence, the
second step of our method disassembles unnecessarily small frames and distributes
the respective signals to other frames. To compare with the existing studies, all algo-
rithms in the literature are implemented in our software framework. Experiments are
conducted with all approaches systematically using randomly generated signal sets
with different properties. Our new algorithm APBH leads to packing solutions with
the lowest bandwidth utilization on schedulable frame sets for all types of input signal

sets.

In summary, the contributions of the thesis are as follows:

1. Implementation of the signal packing methods BBFd, BDFF, IFPH, CAFeS in
[16, 15, 14, 4] in a common software tool. All heuristics are implemented both
for CAN and CAN-FD. In the existing literature, implementations for CAN-FD

are not available.

2. Development and implementation of our new signal packing heuristic APBH

for CAN and CAN-FD,

3. Extensive comparison of the existing methods and our method for both CAN
and CAN-FD using randomly generated signal sets with different properties.

The comparison shows that our method gives better results in all cases.

The remainder of this thesis is organized as follows. Chapter 2 gives a description
of background information on CAN and CAN-FD protocols. Chapter 3 describes
the signal packing problem in detail, specifically, properties of the packing problem,
existing methods in the literature and the proposed new approach. The experimental

setup, properties of the signals sets used as input in the experiments, result of ex-
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periments and a detailed discussion are given in Chapter 4. Finally, in Chapter 5,

conclusions are drawn from our study.



CHAPTER 2

BACKGROUND

2.1 CAN Controller Area Network

CAN is a serial communications bus that is initially developed for the automotive
industry to replace the multi-wire cabling. It is an International Standardization Or-
ganization defined term that is structurally composed of a two-wire bus. The charac-
teristic properties of the CAN is that it has high immunity to electrical interference
and it enables self-identification and correction of data errors. These specific proper-
ties have made its widespread usage in other industries, such as building automation,

medical, and manufacturing. (reference)

Furthermore, the CAN communication bus complies with the ISO-11898: 1993 [17]
CAN communication protocol that specifies the data link layer and physical signaling
of the CAN. This protocol describes how information is transmitted among devices
and also complies with the layer-based defined Open Systems Interconnection (OSI)
model. The physical layer of the model defines how communication is carried out
among the devices that are a part of this physical medium. In figure 2.1 given below,
the ISO 11898 architecture depicts the data-link and physical layers as the lowest two

layers among the seven-layered structure. [9]

Reflecting back to our research, in our study, we don’t investigate the specific prop-
erties of physical and data-link layer of CAN that is described above since our study
involves specifically the application layer. However, for instance, in frame length
computations, bit stuffing that is carried out on data-link layer are also in our context.

CAN frames that are used in the application layer are basically composed of 8 bytes

5



D5SP or

Application Layer
PP ¥ uController

Logic Link Control

Embedded CAN
Controller

¢ [

CAN Transceiver

# A

CAN BUS Line

Data-Link Layer -
Medium Access

0S| LAYER

Physical Signalling

Physical Layer | Physical Medium Attachment

Medium Dependent Interface

Figure 2.1: The Layered ISO 11898 Standard Architecture

of data, 1 bit RTR, and the arbitration ID. The details of these CAN frames existing in
the data link layer, such as overhead and checksum, are given under the next section

that is describing the CAN terminology and figure 2.2.

o y Control , ACK
Arbitration Field i Data Field CRC Field h
Field Field
- Extended i
SOF | Identifier |SRR|IDE ... |RTR|rl|{r0|DLC Data Field CRC ACK EOF
Identifier
Bits| 1 11 1(1 19 1(1|1| 4 64 15 1 1 (1| 7
< Bit Stuffing >
Identifier -
“ 11bits *
[«—Identifier - 29 bits —»]

Figure 2.2: std CAN Frame Format



CAN Frame CAN Frame is the entire CAN message or frame including
arbitration ID, data bytes, acknowledge bit, etc.

SOF Start Of Frame (SOF) indicates the beginning of a message
with a dominant (logic 0) bit.

Arbitration ID identifies the message and indicates the message’s priority.
Frames come in two formats — standard, which uses an 11-
bit arbitration ID, and extended, which uses a 29-bit arbi-
tration ID.

IDE Identifier Extension Bit (IDE) allows differentiation be-
tween standard and extended frames.

RTR Remote Transmission Request (RTR) Bit serves to differen-
tiate a remote frame from a data frame. A dominant (logic
0) RTR bit indicates a data frame. A recessive (logic 1) RTR

bit indicates a remote frame.

DLC Data Length Code (DLC) indicates the number of bytes the
data field contains. "

Data Field contains 0 to 8 bytes of data.

CRC Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) contains 15-bit cyclic re-

dundancy check code and a recessive delimiter bit. The
CRC field is used for error detection.

ACK ACKnowledgement slot, any CAN controller that correctly
receives the message sends an ACK bit at the end of the
message.

CAN Signal It is an individual piece of data contained within the CAN
frame data field.

As CAN is a serial data bus that supports priority based message arbitration and non-
preemptive message transmission, in this section, we will highlight the priority based
arbitration and non-preemptive message transmission properties of CAN, since these
properties are one of the most beneficial features that make the CAN very suitable as

a real time prioritized communications system.

In our research, we focus on the scheduling of the transmitted messages in a CAN

bus and the priority-based arbitration feature plays a crucial role in the scheduling.



As priority-based arbitration favors the dominant coding over recessive coding, in the
early 1990s, there was a common misunderstanding about the CAN indicating that it
sustains highest priority messaging with low latency, whereas it cannot guarantee the

deadline of the less urgent, lower priority messages. [10]

The closely related feature of CAN, which are priority based arbitration and the pre-
emptive scheduling are studied further in the literature to overcome the biased ap-
proach to CAN in the early 1990s. For instance, the adaptation and application of
fixed priority pre-emptive scheduling of single processor systems to the scheduling
of the messages on CAN were investigated in the research of scholars Tindell and
Burns [18] and Tindell et al. [19, 21]. This message scheduling analysis made itself
useful as a way to calculate the worst-case scenario for all CAN messages response
times. In the light of this analysis, one can design CAN based systems that have
correct timing and that ensure the deadlines of all messages and signals transmitted.

[10]

When bus utilization of CAN is considered before Tindell’s work, it was common
to have around 30 or 40 % low levels of bus utilization in automotive applications.
Hence, in order to have assurance that CAN messages would meet the deadlines, large
scale testing was essential. Following the introduction of the systematic approach that
is based on schedulability analysis which is first introduced by Tindell, approximately
80 % utilization was achievable for CAN bus utilization, as long as ensuring that the

deadline would be met. [10]

2.2 CAN Controller Area Network Flexible Data Rate

Many CAN buses have reached 50% - 95% bus load level. [11] Standard CAN mes-
sages contain > 50% overhead: standard CAN requires ~ 129 bits/message for 64 bits
of data and extended CAN needs ~ 154 bits/message for 64 bits of data. At a given
bus load, only ~ 40-50% of the bandwidth is used to exchange useful data. At the
same time, CAN comes with low data rates of < 1Mbit/sec. The acceptance and intro-
duction of serial communication to more and more applications has led to increasing

demand for bandwidth in CAN communication and caused system developers to look

8



for alternative communication options in certain applications.

These applications can be realized more comfortably with the new protocol CAN-FD
that allows data rates higher than 1 MBit/s and payloads beyond 8 bytes per frame.
Basic idea of CAN-FD is to increase the bandwidth of a CAN network while keeping
most of the software and hardware. To achieve the idea, CAN-FD has two main
principles; first one is using frames with more than 8 data bytes and second one is to
switch to a different bit rate after the arbitration. CAN-FD is a serial communication
protocol compatible with ISO 11898-1. CAN-FD shares the physical layer, with the
CAN protocol as defined in the BOSCH CAN Specification 2.0. The frame format

however, is different. [11] Frame format of CAN-FD and terminology is defined in

figure 2.3 as;

Arbitration Field Control Field Data Field CRC Field | ACK
I|E B
SOF| Identifier | r1 (D|D|r0|R EIS DLC Data Field CRC ACK EOF
E|L 5
s 1 11 1 |1(1({1|1(1| 4 0 to 64*8 bits = t:-.r 21 1 |1 7
Bits bit
+ Bit Stuffing »
Arbitration Phase Data Transmission Phase ACK Phase

Figure 2.3: CAN-FD Frame Format




SOF
ID
rtr
IDE
EDL

r0/r1
BRS
ESI

DLC

CRC

ACK

EOF
IFS

IDLE

Start of frame (bit is always of dominant state).

Identifier (frame priority and content indication).

Remote transmission request (dominant, if data frame).

ID extension (dominant for base frame format).

Extended data length (recessive, if data field is longer than
8 byte).

Reserved bits.

Bit rate switch (recessive, if switched to alternate bit-rate).
Error state indicator (recessive, if transmitting node is in
error passive state).

Data length code (indicates the length of the following data
field).

Cyclic redundancy check (15-bit, 17-bit, or 21-bit).
Delimiter of CRC/ACK field (bit is always of recessive
state).

Acknowledgment slot (correctly receiving node sends a
dominant bit).

End of frame (all bits are always of recessive state).
Inter-frame space (the first two bits are always of recessive
state).

Bus is in recessive state.

To summarize, the main differences of CAN-FD over CAN are as follows:

e CAN-FD supports dual bit rates within a message frame; Arbitration-Phase —
same bit rates as standard CAN, Data-Phase — sub-multiple of controller clock

rate. Most importantly, the data-phase is intended to support bit rates > than

Arbitration Phase bit rate.

e CAN-FD supports larger data lengths than "standard" CAN (up to 64 bytes/mes-
sage). Differences from CAN are limited to CAN-FD controller hardware,

whereas the system cost is similar to standard CAN: Controller, crystal, transceiver

and possibly wiring.

e The three bits FDF (FD Format), BRS (Bit Rate Switch), and ESI (Error Status

10



Indicator) are introduced for CAN-FD.

e All of the advantages of CAN are available in CAN-FD: message prioritiza-
tion, guaranteed latency times, flexible configuration, multi-master, multi-cast

capability, error detection and signaling, automatic retransmission on error.

e CAN-FD is a superset of CAN: Maintains CAN arbitration scheme, maintains
ACK scheme, has mode that conforms with CAN 2.0 and ISO11898-1. CAN-
FD adds, higher data bit rates, larger data fields (up to 64 bytes), larger CRC

polynomials to handle larger data fields.

2.3 Frame Length Computation of CAN-FD and CAN

In this section, we present analysis that bounds the worst-case transmission time of a
given CAN message. The worst-case transmission time of a given message m is de-
fined as the longest time between putting the CAN frame m on the bus and the latest
time that the message arrives at the destination stations. On the other hand, the best-
case transmission time on CAN occurs when no stuff bits are inserted during frame
transmission. Stuff bits increase the maximum transmission time of CAN messages.
Hence, the worst-case transmission time includes stuff bit scenario. Since CAN oper-
ates a fixed priority scheduling algorithm and is not fully pre-emptive, a high priority

message cannot interrupt a message that is already transmitting.

The term s,, denotes the bounded size of a CAN frame m in bytes where s, =
0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8. The term 7;, is the bit time of the bus. The term C,, represents
the longest time taken to physically send message m on the bus. Maximum transmis-

sion time C,, of standard CAN frame is given [10] by:

+ 85, — 1
Co = goan + 85, + 13 + | B4 - ey @.1)
To obtain a standardized formula, we can write C,, = Ocan + fean(Sm):
( -1
Ocan = (8can + 13 + |_gC+J)Tbits (2.2)
fCAN(Sm) = 1OSmeits (23)
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where gcay is 34 for the standard format (11-bit identifiers) or 54 for the extended
format (29-bit identifiers).

To express transmission time of a CAN-FD frame, we denote the term 74,4 as the
bit time of the bus in the arbitration phase and the term 7p,;; is the bit time of the
bus in data phase. The term s,, denotes the bounded size of a CAN-FD message m
in bytes where s,, = 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,12,16,20,24,32,48,64. Maximum transmission
time C,, of a CAN-FD frame is given by

Co = (geanep + 12+ [ FEE oy + (28 + 5[ 2 6_4161 +108, ) tpais (24

To obtain a standardized formula, we can write C,, = Ocan + fean(Sn);

8CANFD

Ocan = (gCANFD +12 + [ -‘)T Arbits 28T pabits (2.5)

Sm —

64

Feavrntm) = (5 22207 + 105 e (2.6)

where gcanrp 18 17 for the standard format (11-bit identifiers) or 36 for the extended
format (29-bit identifiers). In CAN-FD frames, CRC calculation has additional prop-
erties. For payloads up to 16 bytes, the CRC field is 17 bits. For payloads larger than
16 bytes, the CRC field is 21 bits. To obtain the stuff bit size change, in the formulas

ceiling function [%-I is used.

CAN-FD frame transmission could be more efficient than standard CAN frames since
the bit rate of the data phase of a CAN-FD frame could be higher and the data size of
CAN-FD could reach up to 64 bytes. However, when arbitration and data bit rate of
a CAN-FD frame are the same and carrying 8 bytes like a standard CAN frame, the
transmission time of a standard CAN frame will be lower than the CAN-FD one. To
obtain the relation between bit rates and data size, the following expression is used. P
denotes the efficiency of CAN-FD frame transmission time over standard CAN frame

while sending 8 bytes of data.

_ CANFD G,

2.7
CAN C,, @.7)
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CHAPTER 3

FRAME PACKING

3.1 Problem Formulation

Basically, in a single CAN frame, there are arbitration and data bits, in which the
arbitration bits can be considered as the overhead component of the frame. Even
though the data size of the CAN frame may change, the arbitration size will not
be affected. In other words, overhead to data ratio grows larger as the data size in
the frame gets smaller. The most effective way to use a CAN line would be packing
different, small-sized signals together and sending the bundle as a single frame so as to

minimize the bandwidth requirement, while ensuring that the frames are schedulable.

Although, we have highlighted that frame packing is an efficient method to decrease
the bandwidth utilization, assigning different sized signals to frames becomes a com-
plex task since the signals are arriving asynchronously and their periods and transmis-
sion deadline requirements may differ. [18, 20] Briefly, in a CAN-based system, the
data is transmitted in frame sizes which may change between 0 to 8 bytes of data and
the signals may vary between 1 bit and 64 bits. Moreover, each signal may have dif-
ferent period and deadline. These differences in period, deadline, and data size bring
complexity to the priority allocation of the signals in a CAN bus, in order to make
the CAN bus schedulable. For example, packing these varying propertied signals in a
frame requires assigning a new deadline, period, and priority to the new frame. This
new frame’s period should be assigned according to the signal that has the smallest
period. As another frame property, the deadline assignment needs to be handled with

care as is discussed in Section 3.2.
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In principle, the frame packing problem is a more complicated case of the well-
known, NP-hard [16] "bin packing" problem, which assumes that all the signals have
the same deadline and there is a only single frame size. The basic setting of the frame

packing problem can be summarized as given below:

e The set of frames is denoted as F = {fi, f>,..., fi} for a given set of signals

S :{S19S2’--"Sl’l}

e None of the signals transmitted miss their deadline while utilizing the smallest

amount of bandwidth as possible

e In each ECU, resulting set of frames are schedulable

e Each signal is associated to the ECU where it is produced

e Each signal s; has 4 components (N, t;, ¢;, d;)

N; the ECU containing the signal
t; the generation period of the signal on that ECU
¢; the size of of the signal in bits

d; the deadline relative to the generation time of the signal s;

In the context of our study, the deadline of a signal is equal to its period (d; = t;) as in

state-of-the-art studies. [15, 16]

3.2 Properties of the Problem

In addition to the standard bin packing problem (BPP), the frame packing problem
(FPP) has specific properties: in the FPP context, signal schedulability, message pri-
ority and deadline requirements need to be considered apart from simple packing. In
this section, we focus on the specific FPP properties. Firstly, we shall start with one

of the most important criteria in FPP, which is the deadline of a frame.
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3.2.1 Deadline of A Frame After The Addition of A Signal

In his study, Marquoes [12] determines the effect of each additional signal on the
frame deadline. In a frame that is composed of several signals, the transmission period
of the frame is the smallest generation period of the signals, while the deadline of the
frame is not equivalent to the smallest deadline of these signals. To illustrate this fact,
consider two signals, denoted as s; and s,, having respective periods of 7;=10 and
T>=14, and deadlines of D;=10 and D,=14. As seen in Fig. 3.1, the signal s,, which
is generated at time 14 could be transmitted at time 20 and s, generated at time 42 is
sent at time 50. Due to the timing constraint of s,, it is seen that the deadline of the

frame must be equal to 8.

AN

Sl = = Sl

hY)

Figure 3.1: Two signals with production periods equal to 10 and 14. The dotted line
indicates when the signal with period 14 is actually transmitted.[15]

Assume that a frame f; already contains signals sy, s7, 53, ..., $,. Syin is the the signal
with smallest period. Then, the period of f; is T = T,;,. The deadline of f; is
D; = min{D; — Offset(7,,, T;)} where Offset(a, b) returns largest possible duration
between the generation time of a signal with period b > a and the transmission of the
frame with period a that contains the signal. In our context, offset formulation is as

following [15];

a
Offset(a, b) = (m —1)- ged(a, b) = a — gdc(a, b). 3.1)

gcd(a, b) denotes the greatest common divisor of a and b. For the example case, the

deadline should be set to 6.
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3.2.2 Fully Utilized Frames and Period

Another property in the FPP context is that signals that are packed to form a new
frame have effect on the frame period and bandwidth consumption. In order to de-
crease bandwidth utilization, the ideal situation would be having similar or same pe-
riods for all signals inside a frame and having fully utilized frames. However, the
ideal case cannot be achieved most of the time, since the period and data size of the
messages vary depending on each application. For a frame that is composed of sig-
nals with different periods, the frame period must be equivalent to the shortest period.
Hence, signals with larger periods than the frame period may be transmitted more
frequently than it is required. Consequently, this frequent transmission increases the
bandwidth consumption. Besides, to reduce bandwidth consumption, frame utiliza-
tion should be improved, and thus, the overhead ratio should be decreased. This trade-
off in the FPP heuristic context is inquired further in the literature. Moreover, the

state-of-the-art FPP heuristics will be described in detail in Section 3.3 .[16, 15, 14]

3.2.3 Bandwidth Utilization Computation

In a given signal set, periodic signals have properties of deadline, period and size. The
transmission time of the messages fills the time taken in the bus. Bus utilization is
an important property that has a big impact on schedulability. In our approach, CAN
and CAN-FD are considered. Therefore a generalized formula to obtain bandwidth
utilization is needed. Assume a finite signal set S = {sy, 52, .., s, } with sizes ¢;, € N
and periods ¢, € N. We define a frame f with signals from S. Each frame has a
size Cy, € N, period Ty, € N and transmission time Cy, - Ty F is the set of frames
F ={fi, f2, ... [u}. Then, the bandwidth utilization U(F) of the frame set F' can be
obtained by;

Cy, - Toit
UF) =y fkT i 3.2)

fueF fi

Recall that the transmission times C, are computed according to (2.1) and (2.4).
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3.2.4 Frame Utilization Computation

As mentioned in Section 3.2.2, frame utilization is another important criteria for the
efficient usage of CAN. Although putting a signal with higher period in a frame with
lower period increases bus utilization, frames that fully use the available payload
with signals of similar periods decrease the bus utilization. We will measure the

Signal/Frame utilization of the proposed frame packing algorithms with the formula;

kaeF Zsmefk Csm

UA(F) =
/) 2ser Cri

(3.3)

3.3 Frame Packing Algorithm

The motivation for proposing a new algorithm for the frame packing problem comes
from the performance analysis of previous approaches to the problem. The frame
packing problem is tackled with the following state-of-the-art frame packing heuris-
tics;

1. One signal per frame (1SpF)

2. Bandwidth-Best-Fit decreasing (BBFd) [12]

3. Bi-directional Frequency Fit (BDFF) [15]

4. Improved Frame Packing Heuristic (IFPH) [14]

5. CAN-FD Frame Selection Heuristic (CaFeS) [4]

3.3.1 Bandwidth-Best-Fit decreasing (BBFd)

Marquoes [12] proposed in his study that Bandwidth-Best-Fit decreasing (BBFd)
is more effective than the priorly stated "one signal per frame", First-Fit Decreas-
ing (FFD), Best-Fit Decreasing (BFD) strategies. BBFd is also based on the "bin-
packing" algorithm [7]. In the BBFd context, firstly the signals are sorted in decreas-

ing order of bandwidth consumption as stated in Algorithm 1. Afterwards, starting
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from the beginning of the sorted list, signals are inserted into the available frame with
the minimum bandwidth comsumption. However, this strategy results in not fully
packed frames and leads to the accumulation of signals with different periods. Be-
cause of these consequences, this strategy is not always an effective one as is shown

in our experimental evaluation in Chapter 4.

[

Sort signals in decreasing order of bandwidth consumption

2 while no signal left do

3 Take signal
4 if at least one frame accepting the signal then
5 Find the frame with minimum bandwidth
6 Insert signal to this frame
7 Change frame timing
8 else
9 New frame with new timing
10 Insert signal to this frame
11 Change frame timing
12 end
13 end

14 Make feasibility test (Audsley algorithm)

15 if configuration is not feasible then

16 find the firt frame which violates its deadline. This frame is f

17 Take out the signal with smallest deadline, and put it in a new frame.
18 Update timings of f

19 go to line 14

20 else

21 Packing is completed!

22 end
Algorithm 1: Bandwidth-Best-Fit decreasing (BBFd) heuristic.
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3.3.2 Bi-directional Frequency Fit (BDFF)

Navet [15] has proved that Bi-directional Frequency Fit (BDFF) is a more effective
strategy than previously stated solutions, namely BBFd and 1SpF, when bandwidth
consumption and schedulability are considered. The novelty in the BDFF heuristics
lies in the grouping of same period signals together so as to reduce the bandwidth
consumption as stated in Algorithm 2. In this heuristic, two frame sets are constructed
as Front_set and Back_set. The approach basically tries to achieve that larger period

signals are not packed in smaller period frames.

input : S is the bi-directional list of signals
output: Construct F' = {} do F = Ftpp \J Fraex U F

1 Sort signals in increasing order of period in a bi-directional list S

2 Construct Frron = Fpack = {} 3 DFrons = true

3 if S is empty then

4 Go to step 31

5 else

6 if bg,,,; == true then

7 Remove a signal s; from front of S, construct a new frame f,.,, in

F frons, Insert s; 10 fre,, and add fre 10 Fppon

8 Find the frame f in F'f,,,, which minimizes the bandwidth

9 Compare the frame f to the one obtained by inserting s; in a new frame
10 if no frame exists then
11 br,ons = false
12 Go to step 3
13 else
14 Remove signal s; from §
15 Put the signal s; in frame f
16 Go to step 7
17 end
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18 else

19 Remove a signal s; from back of S, construct new frame f,,, in Fpucr,
insert §; in fpe,, and add f,, 10 Fpger;

20 Find the frame f in Fback which minimizes the bandwidth;

21 Compare the frame f to the one obtained by inserting s; in a new frame;

22 if no frame exists then

23 bEron: = true;

24 Go to step 3;

25 else

26 Remove signal from §;

27 Put the signal f; in frame f;

28 Go to step 19;

29 end

30 end

31 Feasibility test (Audsley algorithm);

32 if F is feasible then

33 Packing is completed!;

34 else

35 Find the frame in F containing at least 2 signals and which has the least
difference between the worst case response time and the deadline at the
lowest priority which has not been assigned.;

36 Remove the signal and make a new frame f containing only the signal ;

37 Add the new frame to F;

38 Go to step 31;

39 end

Algorithm 2: The Bi-directional frequency fit(BDFF) heuristic.
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3.3.3 Improved Frame Packing Heuristic (IFPH)

On the other hand, Improved Frame Packing Heuristic( IFPH) P6lzlbauer [14] pro-
poses an additional optimality criterion for decreasing bandwidth demand of each
packing step as stated in Algorithm 3. The approach does not guarantee optimal
packing but in the study (IFPH), Polzlbauer obtains results that outperform state-of-
the-art approaches which are 1SpF and BBFd. Polzlbauer study does not contain any
comparison with BDFF, which also outperforms BBFd that is stated in [15].

input : § is list of signals

output: F is list of packed frames

[

Sort signals in S in increasing order of period

2 Construct a new frame f

3 foreach signal s in S do
4 if left payload of f is larger than size of s then
5 Apply optimality criterion [14]
6 if Creating new frame is beneficial then
7 ‘ Create new frame f and add s to f
8 else
9 | Addstof
10 end
11 else
12 Create new frame f and add signal s to f
13 end
14 end

Algorithm 3: The Improved frame packing heuristic.

3.3.4 CAN-FD Frame Selection Heuristic (CaFeS)

CAN-FD Frame Selection(CaFeS) [4] method is as well an optimization heuristic that
intends to decrease bandwidth waste of the signal communication. The main idea of
CaFeS is a dynamic programming algorithm to reduce the bandwidth waste problem

with recursive equations. Bordoloi claims that CaFeS algorithm provides much better
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results than Polzlbauer’s Improved Frame Packing Heuristic (IFPH) [14]. Since the
claimed results in [4] could not be reproduced by our implementation, we refrain from

giving a detailed explanation of this heuristic.

3.4 Proposed Frame Packing Algorithm

Referring to the previous discussion, BBFd basically approaches frame packing as a
bin packing problem with the bandwidth issue. In the first step of BBFd, all signals
are sorted in decreasing order of bandwidth consumption. After sorting, signals are
basically packed according to best fit decreasing algorithm. Subsequent to BBFd,
BDFF emphasizes periods of signals highlighting that same frequencies should be
grouped together. This idea gives better results than previous state of art BBFd. IFPH
uses an additional optimality criterion to solve the frame packing problem. That is,
the superior approaches BDFF and IFPH already indicate that signals with the same
period should be grouped together. However, they do not directly group the signals in
same period groups. Differently, the first step of our approach is that signals should
be grouped in same period signal sets. Afterwards, a specific optimality criterion will

be used to increase the efficiency of the period-based packing.

3.4.1 General Observations and Motivation

Efficient use of bandwidth and schedulability are the main purpose of this study.
Frame packing can minimize the overhead on the bus and decrease bandwidth utiliza-
tion. Overhead data can be eliminated ideally by fully utilized frames with maximum
frame size, and also packing signals with the same period together. Since data size
as well as the period of signals vary in practical systems, we propose a heuristic for

frame packing according to varying data size and periods.

If signals with varying periods are packed into a frame, the frame must have the
lowest period. Therefore some of the messages may be sent more frequently than
needed which results in waste on bandwidth. Besides, the more signals are packed
into a frame, the less frames and consequently less overhead may be produced which

results an increase on bandwidth utilization. For illustration, we consider two signals
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s1 and s, with periods t;,, = 10 ms, #,, = 100 ms and sizes c¢,, = 4 bytes, c¢,, = 4
bytes. When s, and s, are packed together in a frame f, period of the new frame will
be the lowest period of the signals 7, = 10 ms and size c; = 8 bytes. If s1 and s2
were packed separately as 1SpF (1) in frames f;; and fi,, there would be overhead
11-OH =1-0Hy, +10- OHy,. After the packing solution frame f consists of two
signals and period of f is 10 ms. Then, the overhead is 10- OH which is decreases the
bandwidth waste in terms of overhead. However, since s, is transmitted 10 times more
than necessary in frame f, the bandwidth utilization is much higher when packing s,

and s, together.

Our approach is composed of three distinct parts; The first part packs only signals
with the same period into frames. The second part deals with disassembling frames
and distributing signals to other available frames according to an optimality criterion.

The final part consists of schedulability test of the found solution.

In the first part, we group signals with the same period in separate signal sets. Then,
we use Best Fit bin packing to pack signals of each group in frames with a high signal

utilization [7].

Secondly, although we have obtained frames with same period signals, some of the
frames might only have afew signals which may create unnecessary overhead. Signals
in higher period frames might be distributed to other frames which have available
empty space. But a criterion is needed to make a decision which frames need to be

disassembled and which signals could be distributed.

For illustration, we consider three frames fn, n = 1,2, 3 with the following properties.

Ty message period

pays, | payload of frame

OHy, | overhead of frame

Ctn size of message

We assume that 77 <ty <13 and all signals have the same periods as the respective
frames. f; consists of the signals s; and s,, ¢;; = 1 B and ¢, = 1 B. Overhead of
the frames is OHyn = 4B, n = 1,2,3. f; and f, have empty spaces where s, and s,

could fit. We perform the following evaluation of the bandwidth utilization. On the
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left hand side, we assume 3 frames, whereas on the right hand side we assume that
s1 and s2 are moved to f1 and f2. That is, disassembling f3 is beneficial if the left

hand side is larger than the right hand side:

Cs1 +Cpp + OHf3+payf1 + 0Hf1 N payp + OHf2

(3.4
Ty Ty Ty
ays + ¢ + OH aysm + ¢ + OH
S pays s f1 + payg 2 12 (3.5)
Tf1 sz
which implies that

¢y +cp+ OH s ¢

1 2 f3 S Cs1 Cs2 (3.6)

& I Tp
That is, f; might be disassembled and its signals s; and s, may be distributed to other
frames if (3.6) is true. Assume that Ty, = 50ms, Ty, = 100ms. If T3 = 500 ms, it is

infeasible to disassemble f5:

2+2+4 S 1 N 1
500m.s 50ms  100ms

(3.7

8 4 3
500ms =~ 100ms

(3.8)

However, if we assume that 7,3 = 200 ms, our criterion becomes true which shows

that disassembling f; will decrease the bandwidth utilization:

2+2+4 S 1 N 1
200ms 50ms  100ms

(3.9)

8 o 3
200ms  100ms

(3.10)

Based on the example, we now generalize the optimality criterion for disassembling

frames. Assume that f is a frame with period Ty and signals s1,..., sk and assume

that f1,..., fm are frames with Ty; < Ty for all i = 1,...,m. In addition, consider

that p(sj) determines the frame that is assigned to signal s; after disassembling f.
Then, disassembling f is beneficial if

K. ey + OHy N Loey

Ty

(3.11)

= Toisi)
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That is, the bandwidth utilization of f is larger than the bandwidth utilization of the

signals of f distributed to other lower-period frames.

The final step of our approach is the schedulability test of the resulting set of packed
frames. If the solution is infeasible, frame f with at least two signals and for which
the difference between worst-case response time and deadline is the smallest will be
found analogous to [15]. Signal s from f with the smallest deadline will be removed
and placed in a new frame. Schedulability test will stop when all non-feasible frames

have been completely decomposed.

In summary, we derive a heuristic which starts with packing all signals with same
periods and then disassembling unnecessary frames according to the proposed opti-

mality criterion.

3.4.2 Pseudo Code

We next formulate our method as pseudo code. As stated before, our heuristic is
composed of three distinct parts. The first parts aims at constructing a solution that
packs signals with similar periods which is called Period Based Heuristic(PBH). The
second part deals with destroying unnecessary frames and distributing signals to other
available frames. Third part focuses on the feasibility of the proposed solution that is
checked with the Audsley algorithm. End of this heuristic is called Advanced Period
Based Heuristic(APBH). The pseudo code is given as Algorithm 4.

We define S as the signal set and F as the set of final packed frames. Initially, some
preparation steps are needed to group signals with same periods between lines 1 to 5.
Signals with same periods are grouped in the signal sets S ,, = { s €S | pn =1, }. Py
is set of signal sets Ps = {S 51,5 j2, .., S pu}. In the first part of heuristic, signals in each
S pn» Will be packed in same period frames. Frame sets for each period defined as F),
=F, =. =F, ={} and the set of frame sets is Pr = {F 1, F}», .., F,}. Signals in
each S ,, will be packed in frames with Best Fit Bin Packing heuristic at line 7 [7] and
frames will be located in F,, frame sets. Although best fit bin packing heuristic does
not cope with bandwidth issues, since periods are fixed in groups, best fit heuristic

already gives an efficient result that is usually better than the existing methods as is
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input : § is list of signals
output: F is list of packed frames
Construct signal sets S ,, for each unique period where S ,, = { s € S| p, = pn}
and p is period
Construct Pg, Set of Signal sets Ps = {S,1,S 2, .., Spn)
For each § ,,, sort signals in decreasing order of data size
Construct Frame sets F,; = Fjp = .. = Fp, = {}
Construct P, Set of Frame sets Pr = {F,1 , Fpo , .., Fp)
foreach S, in Py do

F,, = BestFitDecreasing(S ,,)
end
Sort P increasing order of period
Sort frames in each F,, € Pr decreasing order of data size
foreach Frame set F,, in Pp do
foreach f € F,, do
P, = Ppand f" = f where f’" € P,
foreach f, € P} with smaller period than f’ do
MoveSignals(ref ', ref f,,)
if f” is empty then

break;

end

end
if U(P}) < U(Pr) then
PF = P;-

end

end

end

Algorithm 4: Advanced Period Based Heuristic w/o Schedulability Test
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shown in Chapter 4. First part is ended with constructing each frame set F',,. Up to

this stage we denote our heuristic as Period Based Heuristic (PBH).

In the second part of the heuristic after line 8, the frames with same period signals
are evaluated to be disassembled. Basically 3.6 shows that disassembling signals of
a frame and moving them to frames with smaller periods may decrease bandwidth
utilization of the channel. To determine which frames need to be disassembled, we
are iterating over all the frames starting from the lowest data size and highest period
at line 11. When considering a frame f, firstly we obtain the copies of Py and frame
f as Py and f’. Then frames with periods smaller than 7, are found and indicated
as f,. If some of the signals in f” can fit into the f,, signals are removed from f” and
added to f,. The function MoveSignals which can be found in Algorithm 6 obtains
references of f” and f,, and moves the necessary signals of f’ to f,. If f” is empty,
S’ is removed from the frame set and it is checked whether the bandwidth of the new
frame set is lower or not. If the bandwidth utilization of the new solution is lower, we
continue with the new frame set P and hence set Pr = P/.. The bandwidth utilization

U(P) of the solution is computed with equation (3.2).

Last part of the heuristic consists of schedulability test and necessary operations when
the solution is infeasible. Schedulability test of the heuristic follows the procedure

in Algorithm 5, whereby Audsley’s algorithm [3] and the worst-case response time
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calculation in [10] are used.

10

input : F is list of packed frames

if F is feasible then

SUCCESS

else

if All the frames in F contain one signal each then

FAILURE

else

Find the frame in F containing at least 2 signals and which has the least
difference between the worst case response time and the deadline at the
lowest priority which has not been assigned. Let the frame be f.
Remove the s signal from f with the smallest deadline, and make a new

frame f’ containing only s and add f” to the set F

end

end

Algorithm 5: Schedulability Test of APBH.

[S=

input : ref f7, ref f,

foreach Signal s in f’ do

if Size of s < Empty size of f, then
Remove signal s from f’

Set s’ = s and add s’ to f,

else

continue

end

end

Algorithm 6: MoveSignals function.

Example Case: We explain the proposed heuristic with an example. We consider 5

signals sy, $;, $3, 54 and ss. They are transmitted over a CAN network with a bit rate

T = 125kbit/s. Size of overhead is OH = 34 bits.

Result of the first part of the algorithm give the frame set in Table 3.2. It can be

observed that signals with same periods are packed in same frames. Since none of the
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Signal | Period (ms) | Size (bits)
S 10 8
5o 50 16
53 50 16
4 100 16
S5 100 16

Table3.1: Signals in the channel

unique periods are eliminated, gcd(T) equals to 100 ms.

Frame | Signals | Period(ms) | Size(bits) | Utilization

f1 sl 10 8 3,36%
2 s2,83 50 32 1,06%
3 s4, s5 100 32 0,53%

U(F): 4,94%
Table3.2: Frames after first part of the heuristic

Second part of the heuristic tries to disassemble f3 if distributing signals s3 and s4
to other frames gives a better utilization. Since the total bus utilization decreases as

shown in Table 3.3, destroying f3 is more efficient.

Frame Signals Period(ms) | Size(bits) | Utilization
f1 sl 10 8 3,36%
2 s2, 83, s4, s5 50 64 1,57%

U(F): 4,93%

Table3.3: Frames after second part of the heuristic
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CHAPTER 4

EXPERIMENTS

4.1 Experimental Setup

We have performed many experiments based on state-of-art studies and our approach.
The main inputs of our experiments are the bus load, the CAN bit rate, period distri-
bution of signals, deadlines of signal, size distribution of signals, and the maximum
size of packed frames. Signal sets which are used for the experiments are generated
randomly with different periods and sizes. For instance; a generated signal set con-
tains signals between size of 1 to 32 bits but mostly 1 to 10 bits. Another example
is that periods of signals are spread between 10ms to 1000ms but signals with period
10ms to 100ms constitute the majority of the signal set. A detailed description of the

signal sets is given in Section 4.2.

State-of-art algorithms and our approach are implemented on the same software plat-
form such that we are able to use the same generated signal sets as the input of all
stated approaches. Output of packing algorithms give a frame set with properties of
new bus load and schedulability. The algorithmic complexity of the different methods

directly influences the required run-time.

Experiments are performed on a software we implemented called CANBenchmark
which is developed in the .NET Framework with the C# programming language and
compiled with Microsoft Visual Studio 2010. CANBenchmark Software basically
imports CAN signals in different file formats such as .dbc, .xml and .csv. It evalu-
ates the schedulability of the signal set for a defined bus bit rate. It calculates bus
utilization for CAN and CAN-FD bus bit rates according to WCTT equations (3.2).
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We note that the resolution of signal sizes is given in Byte in the existing methods.
Nevertheless, real applications require a signal size resolution of bits. Accordingly,

the CANBenchmark software supports bitwise signals.

A screenshot of the main window of the CANBenchmark software is shown in Fig. 4.1.
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Figure 4.1: CANBenchmark Software Main Window

The tab in Fig. 4.1 is used to import signal sets from files which are generated before.
The main focus of this thesis is frame packing which is accomplished in the "Fram-
eTab". "FrameTab" provides a combo-box with the implemented algorithms. Signals
are then packed according to the selected algorithm. The "FrameTab" is shown in
Fig. 4.2.
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Figure 4.2: CANBenchmark Software FrameTab with Algorithms

To pack signals, the "Pack Signals" button in the "FrameTab" should be clicked.
Packed frames are then shown on the main list of the "FrameTab" window. The main
list of packed frames is shown with number "1" in Fig. 4.3. The second list which
is shown as number 2 consists of the utilization results of the resulting packed frame
set according to different bus bit rates including CAN and CAN-FD configurations.
Finally the list shown with number 3 presents the signals of each selected frame from
List 1. In the Fig. 4.3, the selected frame on List 1 consists of three signals with 1d’s
398, 624 and 510. Signal sizes are consequently 32, 21 and 11 bits, therefore the
frame size is 64 bits.
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Figure 4.3: CANBenchmark Software FrameTab after Packing

1SpF, BBFd, BDFF, IFPH and our approaches PBH and APBH are used to obtain
frame packing results of 350 signal sest. In the subsequent sections, the conducted

experiments are stated in detail.

4.2 Generated Signal Sets

In this section, signal set configurations with different properties are explained in de-
tailed. Each signal group stated in this section consists of 20 randomly generated
signal sets. Signal sets are generated with the NETCARBENCH [5] software which
is used in the design and configuration of CAN communication systems. NETCAR-
BENCH generates sets of signals basaed on a user defined configuration. Configura-
tion parameters consists of pre-defined bus load, period distribution, size distribution

and node number of a signal set desired to be generated.

Signals are generated according to user defined periods and sizes. The interval of

periods is chosen between 5 ms to 1000 ms and the interval of sizes is chosen between
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1 bit to 64 bits for the Signal Groups we generated. Mostly, signals with size up
to 32 bits are used for the experiments because these are the most relevant for the
automotive domain. We have referenced the benchmark data reported by the Society
of Automotive Engineers (SAE) [8] to evaluate what type of signals a vehicle network

may have.

Histogram figures in each signal group indicate distribution of average number of
signals according to periods and sizes of 20 signal sets generated with same input

parameters by NETCARBENCH.

4.2.1 Signal Group 1: Small Size in 1-32 bits and Small Periods (SSLP)

The period and size distribution of this signal group is shown in Fig. 4.4 and 4.5,
respectively. This signal group consists of mostly small signals (smaller than 10 bit)
with small periods (mostly smaller than 100 ms).
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Figure 4.4: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 1
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Figure 4.5: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 1
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4.2.2 Signal Group 2 : Smaller Size in 1-32 bits and Uniform Period (SSUP)

Signal Group 2 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a distribu-
tion of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.6 and 4.7, respectively. Average number of

signals is 1870 and average number of total bits is 17000 in Signal Group 2. Signals

up 10 bits are most frequent to be packed in frames.
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Figure 4.6: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 2
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Figure 4.7: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 2

4.2.3 Signal Group 3: Medium Size in 1-32 bits and Uniform Periods (MSUP)

Signal Group 3 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a same
distribution of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.8 and 4.9, respectively. Average
number of signals is 1850 and average number of total bits is 29000 in Signal Group

3. Signals between 10 to 20 bits are more difficult to be packed compared to Signal

Group 2.
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Figure 4.8: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 3
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Figure 4.9: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 3

4.2.4 Signal Group 4: Larger Size in 1-32 bits and Uniform Periods (LSUP)

Signal Group 4 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a dis-
tribution of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.10 and 4.11, respectively.. Average
number of signals is 1860 and average number of total bits is 34600 in Signal Group

4. Signals between 20 to 32 bits are more difficult to be fit in a 64 bit CAN Message.
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Figure 4.10: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 4
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Figure 4.11: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 4

4.2.5 Signal Group 5: Uniform Size in 1-32 bits and Lower Periods (USLP)

Signal Group 5 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a distribu-
tion of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.12 and 4.13, respectively. Average number

of signals is 1650 and average number of total bits is 27200 in Signal Group 5. This

signal set with smaller periods results in a higher bus load.
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Figure 4.14: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 6
39



| S
5 0
— o 9O B — ] 0
T > = 0001 T
R = Siqce an 2 2 . . — ) 4 N 1 SMqce
- = SNqI¢ n o ™ ~ - e SHQ[¢
| === SIqQ¢ O m < mo w \ —_— 08 (G TO T3 o, g e SNQQOE
B [E— =¥ < o) =) B [E—
i — mwﬁmmm m m w w & - e SW()GY mum i — mwﬁmmw
: = sNqLg O 5 i A = S [ — ) ()] — | B SLC
g - $11q9¢ = a m > mo m g [E— 1 (¢ [0
. — | (¢ [ g = o 9 = A — Y5 k) I s 11 (¢ [Srg
] = g @ £ 23 = == swQQL m [ — 141
. = SNqzg = = = 28 == SWOS9 @ | == SHqTT
8 = SHqIT = =) o £ © s i - S)qQIT
. = S1qQC = = - = = 8 = SwQ09 ) . ——_ 1 (6§ 4
. (E— (¢ 2D s E —~ 2 @ . (E— T
. == s)qg] “ = R B = Swoss kS, | e SUqY]
! H\ Mwmw# m % M m z | = STo0s m | H\ MMWW
N - o4 o) e Q = = B - S)1
y = SHqQ] = — S 2 g = SWOsy E | e SNOGT
- [—— (A | 0 =) . - = = - e SUQy]
i = SIq¢] B > 2 Ao_.c B I == SWooy 2 . = SNqg]
. 1 SIqC] 2 N G R) - == SW(OS¢ i S s RN | (ST |
. = Sq[] Y 2 T £ E 2 : = suqr[
. = $1qQ] N £ CREE- == SWoo¢E = . == SqQ[
. E— 1 (6 @ S BZI! i B . (E— (¢}
| E— (0[] Mb nm S § o = SW(OSy w | 1 1148
N — NHM% 5 =) rm m m . /= SW()O¢ Wc [ — ﬂmw
[ [ > oo B=i L
. (E— (¢ < -m._ 2 “ M 8 = SwQOg| Aanw . (E— 1 (S[Y
1 HH mmm ,b m m .m g a = Sw(Q[ m i HH mmm
8 = JIqT M & ° a R : = SwW(g < 8 == 119
. E——1 (0] | 5 = W 2 = ) h = ]
B0 s 3 S =
S 2 o o i> @ 5 8 7 - 20 s = o
n S n 7 mm g m o o o =~ S n
weI30ISIH 9ZIS vIe(q S g m mo o~ weI30ISIy 9ZIS vl
q Qmuc S & WeISolsTH poLRd

Figure 4.17: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 7
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4.2.8 Signal Group 8: Uniform Size in 1-16 bits and Uniform Periods (USUP)

Signal Group 8 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a dis-
tribution of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.18 and 4.19, respectively. Average

number of signals is 1910 and average number of total bits is 16600 in Signal Group

8. Signals with up to 16 bits size is most easiest signal set to be packed.
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Figure 4.18: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 8
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Figure 4.19: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 8

4.2.9 Signal Group 9: Uniform Size in 1-32 bits and Uniform Period (USUP)

Signal Group 9 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a distribu-
tion of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.20 and 4.21, respectively. Average number

of signals is 1150 and average number of total bits is 1700 in Signal Group 9.
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Figure 4.20: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 9
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Figure 4.21: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 9

4.2.10 Signal Group 10: Uniform Size in 1-64 bits and Uniform Period (USUP)

Signal Group 10 consists of 20 signal sets. Each signal set has signals with a dis-
tribution of size and periods indicated in Fig. 4.22 and 4.23, respectively. Average
number of signals is 1696 and average number of total bits is 53400 in Signal Group

10. Signals with up to 64 bits size are more difficult to pack.
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Figure 4.22: Average period distribution of signals in Signal Group 10
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Figure 4.23: Average size distribution of signals in Signal Group 10

4.3 Results For CAN

Our approach and the previous studies are compared with regard to the bandwidth

consumption of the resulting set of frames. Benchmark results and schedulability

of the solutions are obtained from CANBenchmark software. Experiments are per-

formed on the previously described randomly generated signal sets. The bus utiliza-

tion on the bar chart presented in the experiment tables is the average bus utilization

of the frame packing solution of 20 different signal sets.
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Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group 1:
Small Size in 1-
32 bits and Small
Periods (SSLP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.1: Experiment Signal Group 1
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Experiments with Signal Group 1 shows that even Period Based Packing (PBH) which

is the first part of our approach results in a better utilization than all the other ap-

proaches. In addition, Advanced Period Based Heuristic (APBH) gives the best re-

sult.
Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group 2
Smaller Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Period
(SSUP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.2: Experiment Signal Group 2
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It can be observed by experiments with Signal Group 2 that except BBFd and 1SpF
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approach, other heuristics use the period property of the signals more efficiently

which causes better bandwidth utilization. Again, our methods PBH and APBH give

the best results.

Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group
3: Medium Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Periods
(MSUP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.3: Experiment Signal Group 3

1000 @ ]
= sl 18 (o B R
2l— &l B OB R’ B
0L Bl K B 18 P B
W
'U]\l
5 &
60 | S 8
1
40 | =[S SN
3B 2
S xR & n
SR
20 | =
O I I I I T I
STR RN
a2 m F £ I
2 2 o0 K5 A
aa] m — <

l0Bus Utilization U(F) 1 Signal/Frame Util.

IFPH heuristic has a larger bandwidth utilization than BDFF with Signal Group 2

which has smaller sized signals between 1 to 32 bits. However, experiments with

Signal Group 3 gives a different result. Here, the bandwidth utilization of IFPH is

better than BDFF. Polzlbauer [14] states that IFPH performs well for a wide range

of sizes (up to 32 bits). It is observed that IFPH has better results especially among

signals with sizes between 10 bits to 32 bits. Nevertheless, our approaches BPH and

APBH significantly improve on IFPH for the medium size signals.
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Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group
4: Larger Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Periods
(LSUP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.4: Experiment Signal Group 4
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l0Bus Utilization U(F) 1 Signal/Frame Util.

Except our approaches PBH and APBH, IFPH has the best results with Signal Group

3 and 4 which contains signals with sizes mostly between 10 to 32 bits in 1 to 32 bits

size scale. It 1s observed that IFPH does not achieve better bandwidth utilization than

BDFF with uniform size distribution almost in all cases. Moreover, the improvement

of our methods increases with increasing signal size.
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Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group 5:
Uniform Size
in 1-32 bits and
Lower  Periods
(USLP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.5: Experiment Signal Group 5

Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group 6:
Uniform Size

in 1-32 bits and
Medium Periods

(UPMP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.6: Experiment Signal Group 6
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Input Signal Set | Value
Properties 100 - — _
Bit rate 500kbit/s 3 2 e B E
Signal Group | Signal Group 7: S S IS N
Uniform Size -l Lz :
in 1-32 bits and 60 | g R
Higher  Periods -
(USHP) a0 | §
Deadline Equal to period S
Number of | 1 IR (B
Station 201 < (0 (S |
Number of 20 0
Generated ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Signal Sets E* E % E % %
- m 3 = A

Table4.7: Experiment Signal Group 7

l0Bus Utilization U(F) 1 Signal/Frame Util.

Signal Group 5, 6 and 7 have signals with uniform distribution sizes between 1 to 32
bits but different distributions over period. It is observed that distribution over period
is not affecting efficiency of the algorithms on bandwidth utilization. Again, in all

cases, our methods achieve the smallest bandwidth utilization.

Input Signal Set | Value
Properties 100 - I, o |
Bit rate 500kbit/s S 2 E g § f
Signal Group | Signal Group 8: 30 | ] g 2 § 2 R
Uniform Size - :
in 1-16 bits and 60| = |
Uniform Periods 3
(USUP) m |
Deadline Equal to period @
Number of 1 e .
. 20 | SRR .
Station 2 S = :
Number of 20 0
Generated ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | |
Signal Sets 35; E % E % %
-~ @ @B = A

Table4.8: Experiment Signal Group 8
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Range of signals between 1 to 16 bits, are the easiest group to be packed into frames

with maximum size of 64 bits. Small sized signals are fitting into empty spaces of

frames much easier than larger sized signals. Our approach APBH gave the best

bandwidth utilization over signals with uniform size distribution in the range of 1 to

16 bits.
Input Signal Set | Value
Properties
Bit rate 500kbit/s
Signal Group | Signal Group 9:
Uniform Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Period
(USUP)
Deadline Equal to period
Number of 1
Station
Number of 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.9: Experiment Signal Group 9
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l0Bus Utilization U(F)[0 Signal/Frame Util.

Most relevant signal sizes in automotive domain are between 1 to 32 bits. We ex-

perimented the Signal Group 9 with uniform size distribution over 1 to 32 bits and

uniform period distribution over 50 ms to 1000 ms. Most of the signal groups we

generated for experiments, have a range of size between 1 to 32 bits but have differ-

ent size distributions. Although there is a very small difference between APBH and

BDFF, our approach APBH gives the best result in experiments with Signal Group 9.
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Input Signal Set | Value
Properties -
Bit rate 500kbit/s "8 B- 3 - @ @
Signal Group | Signal Group 10: <\l g a5 |8 NN
Uniform Size 80 - §°§_°\°g§_§_§ .
in 1-64 bits and =S
- - 60 | SNSRI RS
Uniform Period S SIS
(USUP)
Deadline Equal to period 40 | |
Number of 1
Station 20 |
Number of 20 0
Generated ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
ST 7
Signal Sets & B = E E E
- @ m oA~ A
<

Table4.10: Experiment Signal Group 10

l0Bus Utilization U(F) 1 Signal/Frame Util.

Although size more than 32 bits are not highly relevant for the automotive domain,
we have had an experiment with a uniform size distribution between 1 to 64 bits. It is

observed that APBH resulted the best bandwidth utilization.

Computation time differs for all approaches to packing problem. Since the problem
is NP Hard[16], heuristics proposed spend a significant time that we observed in our

experiments. For Signal Group 3, computation time of algorithms is indicated in

following graph.
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Input Signal Set | Value -10*

Properties Tr | 64,‘302 |
Bit rate 500kbit/s 6l ] |
Signal Group | Signal Group
3: Medium Size 51 8
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Periods 41 |
(MSUP) 3| |
Deadline Equal to period 20,195
Number of 1 2 :
Station |
Number of | 20 1,596 1,142 1,285
Generated 0 ? ‘ 1 = e =
Signal Sets % E % E % %
Table4.11:  Computation Time Signal A om = <
Group 3 [0 Average Computation Time(ms)

IFPH and our approach have similar computation time which is significantly smaller
than BBFd and BDFF. APBH is higher than PBH, since APBH contains an additional
part after PBH which is indicated in Frame Packing Algorithms sections detailed.
Consequently, our approach APBH has the smallest computation time while achiev-

ing the best results.

4.4 Results For CAN-FD

Our approach and the previous studies are compared with regard to the bandwidth
consumption of the resulting set of frames using the same signal sets as in the previous
section. Different from the CAN results, the bandwidth utilization with different bit
rates is shown for CAN-FD results. Label of the histograms contains the bit rate
configuration of the channels, for instance; D:500;A:1K means that data bit rate is
500Kbit/s and arbitration bit rate is 1000Kbit/s of proposed CAN-FD network. Three
different bit rate configurations are selected to cover small and large bit rates of CAN-
FD. Let us define Data bit rate as 7 and arbitration bit rate as 4. Three different bit

rate configurations used in the experiments are (74 = 5S00Kbit/s, 7, = 1000Kbit/s),
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(t4 = 1000Kbit/s, 7, = 4000Kbit/s) and (74 = 1000Kbit/s, 7, = 10000Kbit/s).

Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group 1:
Group Small Size in 1-
32 bits and Small
Periods (SSLP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.12: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 1

Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group 2
Group Smaller Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Period
(SSUP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.13: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 2
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Experiments with CAN-FD on bandwidth utilization shows that our approach has the

lowest bandwidth utilization for all types of input signal groups. It is further observed

that IFPH is better than BBFD for smaller sized signals among 1 to 32 bits.
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Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group
Group 3: Medium Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Periods
(MSUP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.14: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 3

Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group
Group 4. Larger Size
in 1-32 bits and
Uniform Periods
(LSUP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.15: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 4
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Like in CAN results, Signal Group 3 and 4 resulted as IFPH has a lower utilization

than BDFF. For the two signal groups APBH has the lowest bandwidth utilization for

CAN and also CAN-FD experiments.
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Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group 5:
Group Uniform Size
in 1-32 bits and
Lower  Periods
(USLP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.16: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 5

Input Value
Signal Set
Properties
Signal Signal Group 7:
Group Uniform Size
in 1-32 bits and
Higher Periods
(USHP)
Deadline | Equal to period
Number of | 1
Station
Number of | 20
Generated
Signal Sets

Table4.17: CANFD Ex-
periment Signal Group 7
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in 1-16 bits and | 60 |
Uniform Periods

Input Value 55

Signal Set i

Properties ]
Signal Signal Group 8: 80 |
Group Uniform Size

(USUP) N e |
Deadline | Equal to period T g © ® < <
Number of | 1 & “ - N &
Station 20 H i\:&ﬁu\“b\cﬁb\"\cﬁ‘&\gﬁg\“g
SN < > A S S IS
Number of | 20 w@ﬂ@ﬁﬂo%ﬂofgﬂ%ﬁ
Generated o Ll mﬂ mﬂ m,_\ Flm EE
Signal Sets [ . L, T T )
o ol [0 o, m m
2 an a 22 A~ A
Table4.18: CANFD Ex- M m - <
periment Signal Group 8 I0A:500K;D:1MIA: 1M;D:4M 1 A:1M;D:10M

4.5 Discussion

Beside bandwidth utilization, signal/frame utilization provides a benchmark for how
signals in a signal set fit into the frames that resulted after packing operation. Pack-
ing signals with same periods into the frames always decreases bandwidth utiliza-
tion. Constructing fully utilized frames decreases bus utilization independently from
the period. However, if there are signals with different periods, putting signals with
higher period into frames with lower period increases the bandwidth utilization at the

same time signal/frame utilization increase.

From the experimental results, it can be observed that some algorithms with higher
signal/frame utilization lead to a lower bandwidth utilization. This seemingly counter-
intuitive observation shows how effective the algorithms use the period property of

the signals according to the bandwidth problem.

[12] (BBFd) states that the proposed packing procedure depends on a bin packing
solution under consideration of the bandwidth consumption. Our experimental results

rather show that although signal/frame utilization of BBFd is not lower than %97
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which indicates on a good packing operation, the bandwidth utilization is always
lower than the other algorithms. Hence, bin packing is not the primary task of frame
packing. On the other hand, IFPH [14] results in the best bus utilization among the
state of art studies while showing a lowest signal/frame utilization in most of the
cases. Our experiments clearly show that the signal period is the major property of

the packing problem on CAN and CAN-FD.

In addition, the signal size has an important role in packing problem. Since signals
with smaller size can fit into the empty spaces easier, packing efficiency becomes
better as seen in the experiments Table 4.10, Table 4.8. In the experiment with Signal
Group 8 (Table 4.8), the bandwidth utilization of BBFd compared to 1SpF decreases
by a ratio of %61. In contrast, in experiment with Signal Group 9, decreasing ratio
is %39. Signal Group 8 has uniform distributed signals between 1 to 16 bits which
has smaller sizes than group 9. Sizes up to 32 bits are the most relevant ones in
automotive domain. Our approach performs well for the whole range of signal sizes
from 1 to 64 bits. Especially Signal Groups 2, 3 and 4 are generated to obtain signal
sets with different size distributions. Finally, we note that the run-time of our method

is smaller compared to the existing approaches.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

The subject of this thesis is the frame packing of signals for the CAN protocol and its
extended version CAN-FD (CAN with Flexible Data Rate). As the main observation
of our study, it is found that the signal period is the most relevant signal property for
signal packing. That is, it is most beneficial to pack signals with the same period into
the same frame. Based on this observation, it was possible to propose two new frame
packing algorithms that outperform the frame packing algorithms in the existing liter-
ature: our Period Based Heuristic (PBH) uses bin packing in order to assemble frames
from signals with the same period; our Advanced Period Based Heuristic (APBH) is
an improvement of PBH that tries to disassemble short frames and put their signals
into empty spaces of other frames in order to reduce the bandwidth utilization. Our
experimental results with a large number of signal sets with different properties show
that APBH is always better in bandwidth utilization and at the same time comes with

the lowest computation time among existing frame packing approaches.

A systematic comparison of the existing approaches for frame packing on CAN or
CAN-FD has not been performed before. In this thesis, all existing frame packing
algorithms as well as our new algorithms are implemented in the form of a software
tool CANBenchmark. The existing methods include Bandwidth-Best-Fit decreasing
(BBFd) [12], Bi-directional Frequency Fit (BDFF) [15], Improved Frame Packing
Heuristic (IFPH) [14]. Experiments with different signal sets are carried out to eval-
uate the performance of the different algorithms. To this end, specific signal groups
with different signal properties such as signal size distribution and signal period dis-

tribution are randomly generated and all frame packing methods are applied to these
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signal sets for both CAN and CAN-FD.

We observed that the signal size distribution has an important influence on the packing
problem. For example, it turns out that BDFF gives better results than IFPH for
small signal sizes, while IFPH performs better for medium and large signal sizes.
Nevertheless, our methods PBH and APBH show the best performance in all cases.
It is also observed that the distribution of signal periods has a smaller impact on the

results of the algorithms than the size distribution.

In addition to the bandwidth utilization, we also compare the Signal/Frame utilization
for CAN for the different frame packing approaches. It is shown that the signal/frame
utilization is important to have fully utilized frames and not to waste any bandwidth.
Nevertheless, putting signals with large periods into frames with small periods has a
negative effect on the bandwidth utilization. That is, we conclude that Signal/Frame

utilization should not be used directly to solve the frame packing problem.

In summary, our contributions to the frame packing problem on CAN and CAN-FD
are as follows. As the first contribution, we developed two new frame packing ap-
proaches denoted as PBH and APBH. As the second contribution, we implemented
all existing frame packing approaches as well as our new approaches in the form of a
software tool. As the third contribution, we perform extensive experiments with sys-
tematically generated signal sets in order to evaluate the performance of the different
approaches. As the main result, we show that our new algorithms perform best for all

different types of signal sets on both CAN and CAN-FD.
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