EFFECT OF A CULTURALIST VERSUS AN INTERCULTURALIST
APPROACH IN ELT ON TURKISH EFL TEACHER CANDIDATES’
PROTEOPHILIC COMPETENCE

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY

MUSTAFA TEKIN

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

JANUARY 2015






Approval of the Graduate School of Social Sciences

Prof. Dr. Meliha Altunisik

Director

I certify that this thesis satisfies all the requirements as a thesis for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nurten Birlik
Head of Department

This is to certify that we have read this thesis and that in our opinion it is fully

adequate, in scope and quality, as a thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

Prof Dr. Golge Seferoglu
Supervisor

Examining Committee Members

Prof. Dr. Dingcay Koksal (COMU, FLE)
Prof. Dr. Golge Seferoglu (METU, FLE)
Prof. Dr. Yasemin Bayyurt (BU, FLE)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nurdan Ozbek Giirbiiz (METU, FLE)

Asst. Prof. Dr. A. Cendel Karaman (METU, FLE)







I hereby declare that all information in this document has been obtained and
presented in accordance with academic rules and ethical conduct. I also
declare that, as required by these rules and conduct, I have fully cited and
referenced all material and results that are not original to this work.

Name, Last name: Mustafa TEKIN

Signature



ABSTRACT

EFFECT OF A CULTURALIST VERSUS AN INTERCULTURALIST
APPROACH IN ELT ON TURKISH EFL TEACHER CANDIDATES’
PROTEOPHILIC COMPETENCE

Tekin, Mustafa
Ph.D., Department of English Language Teaching
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Golge Seferoglu

January 2015, 250 pages

This thesis reports a quasi-experimental study on the effect of taking a native-
speakerist/culturalist versus critical ELF-informed/interculturalist approach in
ELT on a group of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teacher candidates’
proteophilic competence (PC).

The quantitative data were collected through the Proteophilic Competence Survey
(PCS), English Varieties Attitude Survey (EVAS), ELF Opinion Survey (ELFOS)
and a Listening Comprehension Test (LCT). The qualitative data were collected

by means of interviews and written reports.

MANOVA, correlations, t-tests, and post-hoc tests were administered on the
quantitative data. The results indicated a significant relationship between the
participants’ PC levels and their attitudes towards different English varieties.
Besides, it was found that the type of instructional practice could significantly
affect PC level. The qualitative data supported the quantitative findings,
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indicating an increase of PC level in the interculturalist group at the end of the

intervention.

The data also revealed that the majority of Turkish EFL teacher candidates do not
have a liquid and dynamic understanding of culture, but they rather have a
traditional understanding of both culture and its place in ELT, as well as the
English variety to be used in the language classroom. However, perceptional
changes were reported by the interculturalist experimental group students
following the intervention, which points to the positive impact of the instructional

practices in this group.

In the light of the findings of this study, the ELF-informed PC model was created
and suggested for further research.

Keywords: Proteophilic competence, English as a Lingua Franca, Intercultural

competence, ELF teacher education, ELF-informed PC Model



0z

INGILIZCENIN OGRETIMINDE HEDEF KULTUR MERKEZLI BiR
YAKLASIMA KARSIN KULTURLERARASI BiR YAKLASIM
BENIMSEMENIN TURK INGILiZCE OGRETMEN ADAYLARININ
DEGISKENLIKLE BARISIK OLMA YETISI UZERINE ETKiSI

Tekin, Mustafa
Doktora, Ingiliz Dili Ogretimi Béliimii
Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Golge Seferoglu

Ocak 2015, 250 sayfa

Bu tez, Ingilizce 6gretiminde hedef kiiltiir, hedef dil odakli bir yaklasima karsin,
kiiltiirlerarasi, ortak dil olarak Ingilizce (ODOI) merkezli bir yaklasim
benimsemenin, Tiirkiye’deki Ingilizce dgretmen adaylarmin degiskenlikle barisik
olma yetisi (DBOY) lizerindeki etkisini arastiran yar1 deneysel bir ¢alismay1 rapor

etmektedir.

Nicel veriler, Degiskenlikle Baristk Olma Yetisi Olgegi (DBOYO), Ingilizce
Tiirleri Tutum Olgegi (ITTO), Ortak Dil Olarak Ingilizce Diisiince Olgegi
(ODOIDO) ve Ingilizce Dinleme Testi (DT), araciligiyla toplanmustir. Nitel
veriler ise gorlisme yontemi ve farkli tiirlerde yazili raporlar yoluyla elde

edilmistir.

Nicel veriler lizerinde MANOVA, korelasyon, t-testler ve post-hoc testleri
uygulanmis olup, sonuglar incelendiginde, katilimcilarin DBOY diizeyleri ile
farkli Ingilizce tiirlerine karsi olan tutumlar1 arasinda anlamli bir iliski oldugu
saptanmigtir. Ayrica, elde edilen bulgular, Ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiiriin ele alinis

bigimiyle kullanilan Ingilizce tiiriiniin, hem 6grencilerin DBOY diizeylerini hem
Vi



de farkli Ingilizce tiirlerine karsi olan tutumlarini anlamli ve benzer bir sekilde

etkiledigini gostermistir.

Nitel veriler incelendiginde, ODOI ve kiiltiirleraras1 odakli uygulamalarin
yiiriitiildigli deney grubundaki 6gretmen adaylarinin DBOY diizeylerinin arttigt
ve farkli Ingilizcelere karsi daha olumlu tutum sergilediklerine dair nicel
bulgularm desteklendigi goriilmiistiir. Ingilizce 6gretmen adaylarinin biiyiik
cogunlugunun, Ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiirel ve dilsel gesitlilige yer verilmesine
kars1 olmadiklari; ancak yine de anadil olarak Ingilizceyi, dzellikle de Ingiliz
Ingilizcesini kendilerine model olarak aldiklari goriilmiistiir. Ayrica katilimcilarin
¢ok biiyiik bir kisminin, DBOY’un 6ngordigi sekildeki akiskan ve degisken bir
kiiltiir anlayisindan ¢ok, modernist, sabit veya yar1 degisken dgelerden olusan

geleneksel bir kiiltlir anlayisina sahip olduklari ortaya ¢ikmaistir.

Elde elde edilen bulgular 15181nda, ODOI baglantili DBOY modeli olusturulmus
ve bu modelin gelecekteki benzer aragtirmalarda nasil kullanilabilecegine dair

onerilerde bulunulmustur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Degiskenlikle barisik olma yetisi (DBOY), ortak dil olarak

Ingilizce (ODOI), Kkiiltiirleraras1 yeti, Ingilizce Ogretmen yetistirme, ODOI
baglantili DBOY modeli
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Overview of the Chapter

This first chapter presents the background to the study, explains the significance
and purpose of the study and introduces the research questions. After defining the

key terms, it finally discusses the limitations of the study.
1.1 Background to the Study

Culture is seen as an indispensable part of any language-teaching program these
days (Baker, 2012). Some of the most recent discussions center on whose culture
to teach. Should we focus on the target culture, that is, the culture of the so-called
native-speaking countries; or should we adopt a more global perspective by
bringing a variety of world cultures to the language classroom, and integrating
them into English lessons through critical, process-oriented, and student-centered

instructional practices (Baker, 2009).

A parallel discussion is going on about whose English to teach in the language
classroom (Nault, 2006). Should it be the inner-circle native varieties of English
only, (see Kachru’s WE paradigm, 1985; 1992); or a variety of different Englishes
by adopting a more global English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) perspective (e.g.,
Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014; Jenkins, 2007; Seidlhofer, 2004;
Uygun, 2012).



Although the aforementioned two discussions might look separate on the surface
level, they are in fact highly interrelated, because a true intercultural experience in
the language classroom cannot be possible through the inclusion of only the
native varieties of English at the expense of excluding the other Englishes (Dirba,
2007). As a matter of fact, such a practice will only serve to strengthen the idea
that the majority of Englishes spoken in today’s world is not good enough for
educational purposes (Ferrell & Martin, 2009; Matsuda, 2003; Matsumoto, 2011).
Besides, following a native-Englishes-only perspective in ELT implies that the
people who speak nonnative Englishes are somewhat deficient linguistically, and,
may be even culturally too (see Jenkins, 2004; 2007). Additionally, trying to reach
the goal of developing intercultural awareness without acknowledging different
English varieties in English lessons would look ridiculous in the sense that, on
one hand, the language instruction would acknowledge the cultural diversity in
today’s world, but it would fail to see the linguistic diversity as if they were
irrelevant of each other. However, culture and language are like two sides of the
same coin (Su, 2008), and thereby cannot be thought and handled separately from

one another.

In the light of the aforementioned arguments, the present study combines the
ongoing interrelated discussions on culture and ELT in one comprehensive
research, and takes Dervin’s (2006) Proteophilic Competence (PC) model, and
Dirba’s (2007) Proteophilic Communicative Competence (PCC) as reference
points. After certain modifications have been made by regrouping the components
of PC reported by Dervin, a new model of PC was created and applied in the
study; and in this new model ELF and intercultural perspectives were brought

together under the title of the ‘ELF-informed PC Model’.

An important argument in this study is that there is a relationship between PC and

attitudes towards different English varieties, especially the nonnative ones. The

idea is that a student with a relatively higher level of PC is also expected to

display a relatively more positive attitude towards the nonnative varieties of

English. After all, the literature (e.g., Dervin, 2006; Dirba, 2007; Saniei, 2012)
2



shows that negative attitudes towards a group of people and their cultural traits
may result in negative attitudes towards their languages as well. The strong
relationship between language and culture (e.g., Baker, 2012; Nault, 2006;
Liddicoat et al., 2003; Saniei, 2012; Su, 2008) may also be the reason for the
relationship between the attitudes towards linguistic traits and those towards
cultural ones. From these aspects, the present study was designed to bring the PC
discussions together with the existing research on English variteties attitudes in
the hope of evidencing this hypothesized relationship. More specifically, the
researcher aimed to establish a connection between the participants’ proteophilic
competence survey (PCS) scores and English varieties attitudes survey (EVAS)
scores, as well as their results from the ELF Opinion Survey (ELFOS); and
compare the analyses of these quantitative data with qualitative findings to draw
certain conclusions about the connection between culture and ELF research in
ELT. After all, language learners who score high in PCS, and thereby display to
have a high level of PC are also expected to have a positive outlook towards
linguistic and cultural diversity while those with a low PCS score would probably
have prejudices and stereotypes about other people from both a cultural
perspective and a linguistic one.

1.2 Significance of the Study

PC is a relatively new concept in research on intercultural education (Dervin,
2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007); therefore, it deserves more attention from ELT
researchers. Besides, this new competence type seems closely related to the most
recent discussions on culture and identity, that both culture and identity are fluid
and created continuously by individuals through their words and behaviors during
encounters with others on a momentary basis (Baker, 2009, 2012; Forsman,

2006).

An important aspect of the PC is avoiding totalitarian beliefs, stereotypes and
prejudices about other people and groups (Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007). In

this respect, this new competence type seems to be quite relevant to the problems

3



in today’s globalized world, where people from different ethnical, racial, cultural,
religious, and linguistic backgrounds communicate with each other by means of
intercultural encounters which occur more often than ever before (Tornberg,

2004).

A thorough investigation of the research on PC reveals that there are only a small
number of researchers (e.g., Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dervin & Dirba, 2006; Dirba,
2007), who laid the theoretical background of PC, and then conducted some
small-scale qualitative research on it. Although, there is a number of scales that
have been developed to assess language learners’ cultural knowledge, cultural
awareness, communicative competence, intercultural competence and intercultural
communicative competence (e.g., Byram, 1997), the literature reveals not a single
valid and reliable quantitative measure that can be used to assess PC level.
Instead, portfolio assessment appears to be the main means of data collection in
PC research, like in the case of ‘the Portfolio of Intercultural Competences’ (PIC),
suggested by Dervin and Kuoppala (2013). From this aspect, the present study is
an important first step to the development of this needed quantitative scale for the

measurement of PC.

In addition to developing a quantitative PC scale such as the PCS, the present
study also investigates the connection between PC and attitudes towards ELF (see
Dirba, 2007). In this respect, this study can bridge the ongoing discussions in ELT
on intercultural competence (e.g., Alptekin, 2013; Baker, 2012; Matsuda &
Friedrich, 2011) with those on ELF (e.g., Bayyurt, 2006; Jenkins, 2004;
Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014; Uygun, 2012). Unfortunately, much of
the research conducted on ELF so far has ignored what current teachers of English
and future practitioners of ELT (today's English teacher candidates) believe, think
or say about different varieties of English within the broader ELF and EIL
perspective (Young & Walsh, 2010). As Young and Walsh rightfully suggest, one
important question to be asked is about whether or not ELF is something that we
should teach as a global variety of English. Another highly important question is
that to what extent our current classroom practices may be influenced by the
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inclusion of alternative varieties of English (Galloway & Rose, 2014; Lai, 2008;
Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011; Schmitz, 2012).

The present study will hopefully shed light on these relatively darker areas of ELT
research by investigating a group of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teacher
candidates’ pre and post attitudes to a variety of both native and nonnative spoken
English varieties in order to draw conclusions about their perceptions of and
reactions towards these varieties before and after taking a critical ELF-informed
interculturalist approach with one group, and a native-speakerist culturalist one
with another group of students in a quasi-experimental research study for the
purpose of revealing the connection between PC and learner attitudes towards

English varieties (see Dirba, 2007).
1.3 Purpose of the Study and Research Questions

The present study aims to investigate the effect of taking a critical ELF-informed
interculturalist versus a native-speakerist culturalist approach in ELT on Turkish
EFL teacher candidates’ PC during a first year course (Listening and
Pronunciation I) offered in the ELT program of a Turkish University. In other
words, this study compares the effectiveness of two contradictory perspectives in
ELT culture pedagogy. In this respect, the study seeks an answer to the question
of whether taking a critical, ELF-informed perspective in an interculturalist
English class would develop language learners’ PC more than taking a facts-
transmission-oriented (culturalist), native-Englishes-only perspective. Since
another important argument of this study is that positive attitudes towards
nonnative varieties of English is an important component of PC (Dirba, 2007), the
participants’ pre and post attitudes towards carefully selected native and nonnative
listening samples were analyzed together with their PC levels. Finally, the
question of to what extent the participants’ listening comprehension of native and
nonnative English spoken varieties was affected from their PC levels was
investigated in order to establish a connection between L2 listening

comprehension of a particular variety type and PC.
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The study, more specifically, sought answers to the following three main and

three sub research questions.

Research Question 1: Is there a relationship between proteophilic competence

(PC), and attitudes towards spoken English varieties?

Research Question 2: Would learners in the culturalist and interculturalist
experimental groups and control group differ significantly after the experiment in

terms of their proteophilic competence (PC)?

Research Question 2a: Would the participants’ Proteophilic Competence
Survey (PCS) scores differ significantly between the groups before and after

the experiment?

Research Question 2b: Would the participants’ English Varieties Attitude
Survey (EVAS) scores differ significantly between the groups before and

after the experiment?

Research Question 2c: What are the participants’ initial opinions about
culture, English varieties, and their use in the language classroom; and
would they report any attitudinal changes after the experiment regarding

these issues?

Research Question 3: Would learners in the culturalist and interculturalist
experimental groups differ significantly before and after the experiment in terms
of their listening comprehension test (LCT) scores from native and nonnative

listening passages?
1.4 Definitions of Terms

Proteophilic competence (PC): Dervin (2006), who first laid the foundation of this
term, defines PC as the appreciation of diversity. Therefore, PC can generally be
described as positive attitudes towards diversity; and, more specifically, it is
accepting diversity as enriching, and as an important component of liquid



individual cultures. As a term, it was derived from the combination of two Greek
words, namely ‘proteo’ and ‘philia’. The former has been derived from the Greek
god ‘Proteus’, who is defined by the Merriam-Websters Online Dictionary
(“Proteus”, n.d.) as “a Greek sea god capable of assuming different forms”.
‘Philia’, on the other hand, is defined in the same dictionary (“-philia”, n.d.) as “a
strong feeling of love or admiration for something”; and also “tendency toward”
or “friendly feeling toward” something. It can be inferred through these
definitions that the word ‘proteophilic’ is composed of such elements as enjoying
versatility, diversity and differences; and being able to take numerous forms
through adaptation to new situations. According to Dervin (2006), who is the
creator of this word, ‘proteophilia’ means enjoying, being friendly with, or simply
compatible with differences. The term PC is used by Dervin to describe one’s
competence for flexibility, adaptation, versatility in the face of new contexts and

situations, by also appreciating the diversity in those situations.

Proteophilic Communicative Competence (PCC): Dirba (2007) further elaborated
on the term of PC, and suggested Proteophilic communicative competence (PCC).
Dirba’s model mainly preserves the main components of PC in Dervin’s (2006)
model, but also contains some additional communicative elements such as
linguistic, socio-linguistic and discourse competences. In other words, Dirba’s
model combines interactional components with intercultural ones in an effort to

better explain PC from a communicative perspective.

English as a Lingua Franca (ELF): Jenkins (2007) suggests that ELF is “...an
emerging language that exists in its own right and is being described in its own
terms” (p. 2). According to the most popular definition of ELF, the term does not
cover the L1 usage of the English language by some 25% of total English
language users (Crystal, 2003). In this respect, “ELF is simply the product of all
those who use it in their daily interactions” (Schmitz, 2012, p. 261). As
Canagarajah (2007) argues, ELF may adopt a variety of forms that change in

accordance with different contexts and speakers.



World Englishes (WE): WE, as a term, was first suggested by Kachru (1985) to
explain the distribution of the English use in world. In Kachrus’ (1985) model of
three-circle model, there are there concentric circles, each of which refers to a
group of countries placed under one of the three categories according to the legal
status of English in those countries. In this model, the inner circle countries are
the ones where English has official status, and is learnt and used commonly as the
mother tongue of the inhabitants. These countries include the UK and USA. The
outer circle countries such as Uganda and Singapore, on the other hand, have a
colonial history, and therefore the English Language has a somewhat formal
status in those countries. Finally, the expanding circle countries, like Turkey and
Japan, use English neither as an official language, nor as a common means of
communication. The citizens of these countries learn English mainly as a foreign
language to communicate with the rest of the world. Therefore, Rajagopalan
(2004) defines WE as “a hotchpotch of dialects and accents at different stages of

nativization” (p. 115).
1.5 Limitations of the Study

The primary limitation of the study is that it is based on cross-sectional research,
which reports on changes in a number of measures within a limited period of time.
However, considering the nature of PC, a longitudinal study would be more
appropriate to reveal not only the reported changes in the participants’ attitudes,
opinions and scores, but also the implications of these changes in their
professional lives as future ELT practitioners. In other words, a study that reports
the changes in terms of both attitudes and practices with data obtained through
interval measures after longer interventions would provide a more comprehensive
picture of in what way culturalist and interculturalist practices change EFL
teacher candidates’ PC, and how they reflect these changes in their personal and
professional lives. To put it more clearly, the changes in the participants’ PC
levels reported in the present study may not be long-lasting, or may simply be
impressionistic in the sense that reporting a change does not necessary indicate
that an actual change has taken place. Therefore, ethnographic longitudinal
8



research that collects data on the actual reflections of the reported changes (e.g.,
Su, 2008) would certainly be more preferable in terms of providing information

about the long-term effects of PC.

Although a variety of both quantitative and qualitative data collection tools were
used in this study, they were mainly of pre/post nature. In other words, the data
were collected twice, that is before and after the experiment. Therefore, possible
changes at shorter time periods, such as weekly or fortnightly changes might not
have been determined. Dairies or weekly reports could have been used to keep a
better track of the participants’ reactions to the culturalist vs. interculturalist

classroom procedures and materials.

Another limitation of this study is that the data were collected from a limited
sample of the general population of Turkish EFL teacher candidates. Therefore,
the findings may not be reflective of the students at the EFL teacher education
programs of different universities in Turkey. Although it was an experimental
study, and every precaution was taken to attain generalizable conclusions, the
human factor cannot be underestimated. As Tanaka and Ellis (2003) warn, learner
beliefs and attitudes have a context specific and dynamic nature; and therefore,
they may show great variation in different contexts and times.

The fact that the researcher of the study was also the course instructor of the
participants may raise questions about the existence of possible bias; such that the
participants might have discovered what were expected of them, and so they
might have responded accordingly. In fact, a true-experimental study could have
produced more reliable results. It should, however, be noted that designing a true-
experimental study with a peer researcher conducting the research would also
have certain disadvantages, resulting from the reassignment of intact groups, and

thereby distorting the natural group dynamics (Hatch & Lazarton, 1991).



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Overview of the Chapter

This chapter reviews the literature on a number issues related to culture, culture
pedagogy in ELT, ELF and the relationship between culture discussions and ELF.
First, different definitions of culture are given. Then, the relationship between
language and culture is explained. Several arguments about the inclusion of
culture in ELT follow these discussions with reference to a number of different
approaches to culture pedagogy. Next, the road from intercultural competence
(IC) to PC is explained with specific emphases on different models and
frameworks. After the discussions on IC and PC, previous ELF research on
learner attitudes and its implications for ELT are reported. Finally, the
relationship between ELF and PC is explained in reference to L2 listening

comprehension and EFL teacher education from an ELF-informed PC perspective.
2.1 Defining the Notion of Culture

A review of the literature reveals that a lot of attempts have been made in research
history to define the notion of culture. However, all these attempts have left us
with a vast number of different and sometimes contradictory definitions of
culture. Since culture is an abstract concept with many interrelated components,
all of these different definitions can be considered useful to outline the borders of

this complex phenomenon.
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As early as 1980s, Hofstede (1984) defines culture as the “collective
programming of the mind which distinguishes the members of one human group
from another” (p. 31). Liddicoat et al.’s (2003) definition is similar to Hofstede’s
in the sense that culture is defined in a rather collectivist way, as “a complex
system of concepts, attitudes, values, beliefs, conventions, behaviors, practices,
rituals and lifestyles of the people who make up a cultural group, as well as the

artifacts they produce and the institutions they create” (p. 45).

One can see that these two definitions are clearly based on the static view of
culture; that is, culture as belonging to a social group whose members dwell in a
particular geographical region. According to these somewhat deterministic
definitions of culture, national boundaries are also the boundaries of cultural
differences; and thereby, one can compare the cultural traits of two separate
countries for similarities and differences by simply comparing the common

characteristics of people living in those countries in a general way.

Static views of culture imply that culture is one of the most important factors that
have the power of shaping individuals’ lives by affecting their verbal and
nonverbal behaviors. For example, Saniei (2012) indicates that culture plays an
important role in governing social behavior by regulating group expectations, or
to put it more clearly, by letting one know about one’s responsibilities in a group

of people.

Drawing upon the static definitions of culture, traditional culture studies were
essentialist in nature because people were grouped according to their native
countries, nationalities, genders and even races. Culture studies of the 80s (e.g.,
Hofstede, 1984) are good examples of the static approach to culture research.
Although Hofstede did not claim that the national characteristics reported in his
studies were representative of each and every individual in a given society, it is a
well-known fact that such studies certainly caused a lot of cultural stereotyping

and generalizations about countries and nations (Baker, 2009; Dervin, 20006).
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Tornberg (2004) problematizes the traditional definitions of culture due to the
new de facto situation caused by recent societal changes. From this new
perspective, the concept of culture cannot merely and simply be defined in
association with one’s former experiences in a particular society, but it should
rather be seen as a continuing process, which is shaped and reshaped with every
new encounter, as people from different parts of the world interact with each other
and form personal relations with other people. Despite her acceptance of national
cultural characteristics as a reality, Tornberg warns against generalizing these
traits to each and every individual in a particular nation because people’s cultural
traits can be quite unpredictable in the sense that individuals may choose not to be
the stereotypical reflections of their societies. In this respect, one’s cultural
background and previous life may not be playing a definitive role in one’s

thoughts and behaviors.

More recent researchers argue that cultures are highly unstable, but they still fall
into the trap of categorizing participants according to their national, religious and
ethnic backgrounds. This is what Dervin (2010) calls “the Janusian approach to
interculturality” (p. 157), referring to the Roman god with two faces. The most
recent definitions of culture, and especially those that draw on a social
constructivist perspective points to a paradigm shift from ‘culture as a static
entity’ that belongs to a particular region or society to ‘culture as a fluid and
complex notion’ (e.g., Baker, 2009, 2012; Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007;
Forsman, 2006; Sauvignon & Sysoyev, 2002), that is created and recreated by
individuals through social interactions on a daily basis. In other words, social
constructivist culture definitions emphasize the fluid and dynamic nature of
culture. From this new aspect, individuals create their own cultures during
interactional encounters. In other words, each individual creates his/her own
culture through his/her actions on a momentary basis. That is the reason why
Sauvignon and Sysoyev suggest that changes in the lifestyle of an individual will
have a direct influence on his/her culture too. When culture is perceived as an

active process of continuous meaning making, it starts to become difficult to
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imprison it into static and clear-cut boundaries, because as Tornberg (2004)
argues, from this new perspective, culture turns into “hybrid, multi-vocally
contested practices of narrative and negotiation between and beyond cultural

borders” (p. 134).

It is also worth to remember the well-known categorization, suggested by
Tomalin and Stempleski (1993). According to this categorization, culture with

b

little ‘¢’ refers to the ‘behavior culture’, and culture with big ‘C’ refers to the
achievement culture. In other words, the former type of culture refers to the
culture created by individuals on a daily basis, that is dynamic and emergent
culture; and the latter one refers to the culture of the society with more static
features, such as the history and artifacts of a nation. An important indication of

this categorization is that there may not only be one type of culture but different

conceptions of culture, some of which are more static than some others.

In some studies, researchers took their participants’ perceptions as a starting point
to develop a better understanding of culture from language learners’ perspective
(e.g., Bayyurt, 2006). The participants of Bayyurt’s study, for example, define
culture with a number of common features such as lifestyles, gastronomy,
traditions, etiquette, shared history, beliefs, values, and language etc. It is clearly
seen that the participants in her study have a mainly static perception of culture;
and they display it by underlining the relatively more static components of

culture, such as the ones in Tomalin and Stempleski’s (1993) big ‘C’ culture.
2.2 Relationship between Language and Culture

Scholars point to a strong connection between language and culture (e.g., Baker,
2012; Nault, 2006). In fact, this relationship is so direct for some scholars that
they claim language and culture are like the two sides of a coin (e.g., Su, 2008).
According to Liddicoat et al. (2003), there is a strong connection between culture
in all levels of language use and structure because it is language that embodies

and expresses culture in a symbolic way. Such strong arguments explain why
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some recent researchers like Saniei (2012) restate a commonly voiced claim that

acquiring a second language is, in a way, acquiring a second culture.

Byram et al. (1994) suggest that the relationship between language and culture
cannot be ignored in the case of foreign language (FL) education. Besides, the
‘social practice’ view of language proposed by Kramsch (1993) implies a central
role for culture within general FL education. Similarly, Baker (2012) argues that it
might not be possible to teach a language without acknowledging the cultural
context in which the language occurs. Baker (2009), however, suggests that ELF
discussions blur the direct relationship between a particular language and culture.
According to Baker, the relationship between language and culture is not as direct
as generally assumed, but diverse and fluid, just like the culture itself. Baker
further elaborates that “given the multilingual and multicultural contexts of much
ELF communication, any attempt to propose a straightforward language-culture-
nation correlation must be seen as a gross oversimplification” (p. 567).

2.3 Culture Pedagogy in ELT

The place of culture teaching in the language classroom has been disputed for a
long time. Researchers like Baker (2012) and Nault (2006) see culture pedagogy
as an indispensable part of ELT. Although there have been some attempts to teach
language and culture separately, culture has always remained in the classroom as
an indispensable part of language education (Nault, 2006). As Canagarajah (2007)
rightfully argues, language learners need more than a set of fixed norms for
grammar and communication. Today, there is a general consensus that all students
need intercultural education due to developing technologies and increasing
mobility between societies and groups of people. Therefore, it is generally thought
that it is the responsibility of language teachers to develop not only the linguistic
competence but also the intercultural competence of language learners (Byram,

1997).

The researchers who have reservations about culture teaching are primarily

against the integration of western cultures into English lessons on the grounds that
14



culture is not a neutral concept. According to these scholars (e.g., Alptekin, 1993,
2002; Baker, 2012), neither the teaching materials nor teaching practices are
neutral or value-free because they consciously or unconsciously portray certain
beliefs and attitudes, which are usually the values and views prevalent in English
speaking countries, such as the UK or US. According to such scholars, the one-
sided inclusion of western cultural traits in the curricula and teaching materials

cannot be considered innocent.

Nault (2006), among many others (e.g., Baker, 2009, 2012; Galloway & Rose,
2014), suggests the rethinking of culture’s place in ELT in the light of
globalization and its effects on FL teaching and learning. According to Nault,
both teachers and learners will benefit from a more global perspective in culture
teaching, which necessitates language teachers to integrate world cultures into
their teaching practices and materials with the ultimate aim of helping their
learners develop true linguistic and cultural awareness, as well as preparing them
for the contemporary world. From this wider perspective, culture teaching in the
language classroom can enhance language learners’ awareness and understanding
of other cultures by offering them new horizons about the world (Wang, 2004).
Therefore, it is of primary importance to create an atmosphere of true cultural
exchange in the language classroom where learners should be provided with
opportunities to discuss their own native culture, as well as the cultures of people
from all around the world with a critical point of view. Only then, they will
achieve a true understanding of the cultural diversity in today’s multicultural

world (Baker, 2012; Dervin 2006, 2010).

Nault (2006) makes a list of three urgent changes to be made in the manner
culture is handled in ELT. The first requires a change in the perceptions of
teachers, so that they will not see British or American cultures as the only
representatives of an idealized target culture. In this way, teachers will not have to
be experts in both the target language and native culture in order to deliver culture
teaching in the language classroom effectively. Second, ELT professionals should
take students’ diverse needs into consideration in re-setting the goals of cultural
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education in foreign language teaching. Finally, teachers should redesign teaching
materials to make them more inclusive of the cultural complexity and diversity in
today’s globalized world. Instructional materials should be redesigned, so that
they will reflect both the local and global world as long as they are relevant to the
learners’ lives (Alptekin, 2002). According to Alptekin, instructional materials
and activities should contain samples from both native and nonnative interactions,

and native speaker discourse should not be allowed to dominate.

The discussions so far clearly indicate that the issues of ‘whose culture to teach’,
‘what goals to set for cultural instruction’, and ‘how to design relevant teaching
materials’ describe the three basic problems that need to be addressed (Nault,
2006) in ELT culture pedagogy. Therefore in the coming section, each of these
three questions is addressed in reference to the contemporary discussions in the

relevant literature.
2.3.1 Whose Culture to Teach

The question of whose culture to teach in the language classroom has been a
major concern for a long period of time. From the traditional viewpoint, which
connects a given culture to a particular national state or society, the answer is
pretty clear: it must be the culture of either the USA or UK; after all, it is the
native speakers who own the English language, and it should be their culture.
However, the real answer to the question of whose culture to teach is not that
straightforward due to the fact that for the past few decades at least, English has
become a global lingua franca (Jenkins, 2007; Seidlhofer, 2004); and thereby it
has been used by people who have nothing to do with the native speaking
countries of English and their cultures. This new group of English users uses the
language mainly for practical purposes; that is, for example, to buy and sell
products or to communicate with people from all around the world, or simply for
touristic purposes (Jenkins, 2004). At this point, the question of ‘whose culture to
teach’ starts to evolve into a more critical one; that is: ‘do these new English users

really have to follow the linguistic and cultural norms of the USA or UK?’ For
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many ELT scholars (e.g., Baker, 2012; Jenkins, 2006), the answer to this question

is a negative one.

As early as 1980s, Alptekin and Alptekin (1984) criticized the systematic cultural
dominance of English speaking countries over local educational policies. In fact,
it was a form of cultural imperialism (Alptekin, 1993); and thereby could not be
explained as a well-intentioned effort to teach English. According to Alptekin,
due to the value-laden nature of culture, western values would dominate language
classrooms as the only correct codes of behavior under the innocent-looking
disguise of language teaching. Alptekin and Alptekin find it quite ironic to expose
students to cultural values and norms of an English speaking country in their own
local settings, because the main goal of FL teaching should be developing
learners’ cross-cultural sensitivity and awareness, not transmitting a monolingual
and monocultural portrait of the target culture. Especially, from a
multidimensional outlook, imposing the cultural values that belong to dominant
inner circle countries prevents students from developing a true sense of the
cultural variation present in today’s globalized world. Instead, an inclusive
approach towards cultural variation needs to be adopted with more emphasis on
elements that are important in different cultures (McKay, 2002). From this point
of view, English lessons will be mainly focused on the cultural variation that

occurs among ELF speakers worldwide.

The integration of local cultures into the language classroom has been suggested
as a solution to the undesired dominance of western cultures in English teaching
practices and materials. It has been suggested that there might be several
advantages of taking a local perspective in culture teaching. According to Nault
(2006), for example, one such advantage is that language learners can be more
comfortable with the topics they are familiar with. Another advantage is that
learners can talk about their local cultures more easily at a multicultural setting.
As Ho (2009) similarly argues, the key to beneficial cultural comparisons is to
know one’s own culture because only then learners can engage in activities that
require comparing, contrasting of and reflecting on different cultures. When one

17



considers such advantages of localization in culture teaching, the need for further

elaboration on the issue becomes obvious.

In Bayyurt’s (2006) study, when the participants were asked about the place of
cultural elements in ELT, there was no consensus among the participants.
Nevertheless, most opinions were highly in favor of giving information about
everyday lifestyles of native English speakers, such as their eating/drinking
habits, festivals, traditions, rituals, and educational systems etc. In other words,
most of the participants held a rather static view of culture, which was confined
into geographical borders and determined by national identities. Some participants
also mentioned the local culture and international culture as possible alternatives,
but their opinions were still nowhere near a true perception of the changing, fluid

and unfixed nature of culture, as suggested by social constructivist theories.
2.3.2 Approaches to Culture Pedagogy in ELT

Dervin (2006) places popular trends in intercultural communication into two
categories, and further labels them as culturalist and interculturalist approaches
respectively. Dirba (2007), similarly, makes a distinction between culturalist and
interculturalist approaches to foreign language education. The present study

follows this categorization, which is explained in detail in the coming section.
2.3.2.1 Culturalism vs. Interculturalism in ELT

Pieterse (2004) proposes that culturalism is the practice of perceiving the world as
“a mosaic of immutably different cultures and civilizations” (p. 55). From this
point of view, the culturalist perspective implies that the pieces of information
belonging to a culture help people in other cultures to interpret the behaviors of
the ‘other’. Culturalism gives the false impression that cultures have an imposing
effect on people; as if it were not the individuals but cultures that should be
credited or blamed for human behavior. To put it more clearly, culture, as a notion

in culturalism, has a determining power on human thinking and behavior. From
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this perspective, the notion of culture can turn into a problematic way of dividing

and placing people into cultural categories (Holliday, 2010).

The culturalist pedagogy in ELT implies that learners should not only acquire the
language of a society, but they should also be familiarized with their geography,
history, traditions, lifestyles, and manners etc. in order to acquire the necessary
competence to communicate effectively with native speakers. According to Dirba
(2007), the culturalist approach in ELT aims only to introduce various aspects of
the target culture, that is, the culture of native speaking countries, such as their
cuisine, clothes, music, festivals etc. into language classes. In other words, the
culturalist approach is deterministic because it portrays a view of culture, which is
static and which has a determining power on human behavior. According to this
approach, the best way to teach cultures is to transfer information about different
countries, places, and lifestyles to language learners who will eventually need this
information in their L2 use. In a language classroom where culturalism is the
dominant practice, unfounded facts and stereotypes are commonly used while

taking about the ‘other’ (Dervin, 2010).

As Kramsch (1993) rightfully warns, culturalist practices do not help learners to
develop a true understanding of even their own cultural identities, let alone values
and attitudes of other cultures or people because from a culturalist viewpoint, the
notion of culture does not hold the necessary power to explain the complicated
nature of human behavior. Similarly, Pieterse (2004) suggests that the culturalist
approach to culture teaching in ELT can be quite problematic due to the fact that
cultures are not composed of fixed, solid pieces as in a mosaic; but they consist of
fluid and always changing components instead, just like the human experience

itself.

The discussions up to this point clearly indicate that the inclusion of cultures in
the language classroom through a culturalist approach will not help learners
understand the culture of other people appropriately, but only result in more

misunderstandings about other societies and cultures (Dervin, 2005). Therefore,
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Dervin (2006) strongly argues for a paradigm shift from culturalism to
interculturalism in ELT, and suggests that this paradigm shift can only be
achieved through avoiding the culturalist perspective, and adopting a critical
interculturalist one instead. Dervin and Dirba (2006) draw attention to the rising
popularity of the intercultural perspective in ELT, and suggest that it is an
important step forward to the actualization of a true global perspective, which is

one of the most important requirements of PC.

Intercultural approaches are more critical in the sense that they present a wider
perspective of culture by reflecting the constantly changing practices of people
from all around the world. In other words, the interculturalist approach does not
see culture as a fixed entity with fixed cultural features to be transferred as facts
but it rather focuses on the complex nature of individuals, and how they construct
their own cultures through their actions and words within a particular
sociocultural context and within a given period of time. In this respect, it
acknowledges the liquid and complex nature of cultural encounters. From this
broader perspective, the notion of ‘target culture’ loses much of its significance
(Dervin, 2006). Instead, we are left with a great number of cultures created on a
daily basis through the words and actions of people who come from different
countries and backgrounds. In this way, it focuses on the past experiences of
language learners more than any other approach (Dervin & Dirba, 2006; Dirba,
2007). According to Dogancay-Aktuna (2005), ignoring the intercultural aspect in
ELT altogether, on the other hand, will result in the dissatisfaction and failure of

learners.

Ho (2009) points out that taking an intercultural perspective in FL teaching and
learning requires that learners critically examine their worldviews to find out the
effects of culture on their current opinions, behaviors, skills and attitudes
regarding other people and societies. In other words, the interculturalist approach
does not, and in fact should not, impose the mostly stereotypical images of the
‘other’ on language learners; instead, it should provide justifications about how
certain intercultural conditions influence human behavior, and how human
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behavior influences them in return. Ho further suggests that the interculturalist
approach requires taking the world as whole with a multitude of diverse and fluid
cultures. In such an approach, cultures cannot be presented with static and unified
characteristics in the language classroom. Instead, learners will be encouraged to
explore all cultures, including their own, because an important aim of intercultural
language learning is to develop learners’ cultural awareness through the process

of self-exploration

Going intercultural in ELT does not, however, mean that everything related to the
British or American should be removed from teaching materials and activities. In
fact, the idea of isolating the English language from Anglo-American cultures is
neither realistic nor necessary (Byram, 1997). Instead, a more inclusive
perspective will be adopted and a variety of world cultures will be brought to the
language classroom for student-centered critical activities. In other words, neither
the British culture nor British English will be allowed to dominate in a truly
intercultural language education (Alptekin, 1993, 2002). Students will instead
learn to respect each other’s cultures. Su (2014), similarly, stresses the important
role of going beyond borders to adopt a global identity on developing a true
intercultural sensitivity, which is an important component of and liquid and

diverse understanding of culture.

Dirba (2007) warns that intercultural education cannot be successful without the
appropriate teaching materials and methods. According to Sierens (2000),
materials prepared for intercultural education should be recognizable, accessible,
antiracist, multiperspectivist, reflective of diversity, interactionist and innovative.
Besides, the materials should also allow for critical thinking and analyses of social
issues (Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011). As a means of overcoming the hegemony of
the cultures of native speaking countries, ELT materials need to be redesigned
accordingly to be more inclusive of cultural diversity. Textbooks can reflect the
values of the global culture by including more main characters from nonnative
countries with more dominant roles in dialogues (Matsuda, 2003). Unfortunately,
popular books used in Turkey to teach English are still loaded with cultural
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elements reflecting the culture and values of inner circle countries like the UK or
the USA (Ilter & Giizeller, 2005). Devrim and Bayyurt’s (2010) study, reveals
that Turkish language learners prefer to see cultural elements related to both the

local culture and target culture in their classroom activities and teaching materials.

There are still problems with the integration of the intercultural perspective to
language education, however. One major problem is that the great majority of
language teachers are not endowed with the knowledge and skills, required for
intercultural education (Dirba, 2007). To a large extent, teacher-training programs
are to blame for this deficiency. According to Dirba, other barriers to
implementing true intercultural education can be listed as lack of cooperation
between teachers, unprepared teachers, lack of appropriate materials, insufficient
support from school administration, and unwillingness of some teachers to offer a

true intercultural learning experience to their students.

Dirba’s (2007) study reveals how an undergraduate culture course can be
designed from an interculturalist perspective with the right techniques and
materials. In this study, the researcher made use of critical analysis and thinking,
as well as drama techniques such as thought-tracking. The results showed a clear
change in the perceptions of the teacher candidates who were the participants of
the study about the meaning of intercultural education. Before the experiment,
intercultural education was mainly perceived as learning about other people’s
habits, festivals, and traditions etc., which were imprisoned in national
boundaries. When the course ended, however, most of the participants associated
interculturality with a variety of European cultures including the culture of their
home country. Based on these findings, Dirba suggests that through successful

intercultural education, learners can realize that:

...they are basically all human beings, friendly, willing to help others and
cannot be classified and labeled as members of just one group, especially a
group that they themselves have not chosen to belong to, connected with
their place of birth and their parents (p. 201).
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The discussions on ELT practices and materials regarding culture pedagogy
indicate that further research is needed to get a better understanding about whose
culture to teach in the language classroom. One thing is certain that the
globalization process as well as the changing status of English in the globalized
world makes it necessary to go through a focus shift from the cultures of native
speaking countries to the rest of the world, which hosts millions of English

speakers from a variety of linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
2.3.2.2 Static vs. Dynamic Approach to Culture Pedagogy

A similar discussion is centered on a static versus dynamic approach to culture
pedagogy. Atkinson (1999) argues that there are three separate notions of culture
that operate in ELT: the received view, received-but-critical view and critical
view. Each one of these notions represents a different perspective about culture
teaching. For instance, the first one represents the traditional static view, which
emphasizes national boundaries as the boundaries of culture; the second
perspective is also close to the static view because it sees culture as a repository of
values shared by a group of people; only the third perspective problematizes the
traditional static view of culture by questioning its benefits for language learners.
It adopts a dynamic view of culture, claiming that all cultural identities and
groups are contradictory, multiple and dynamic in essence. This last viewpoint is
also important in the sense that it rejects the positivist/modernist paradigm in

culture instruction, and adopts the postmodern approach instead.

Hargreaves (1994) describes today’s postmodern societies as continuously
changing groups with a lot of cultural diversity, technological complexity,
scientific uncertainty, and national insecurity. From this perspective, the
postmodern foreign language pedagogy should be more tolerant of diversity and
individual differences than ever before because it is expected to acknowledge the

liquid and complex nature of culture in a postmodern society (Forsman, 2006).
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Baker (2009) elaborates on the changing role of English in today’s globalized
postmodern world by suggesting that the English language cannot be associated

with any specific culture in its present status. As Baker further argues,

Critical postmodernist stances reject the notion of cultures and languages as
stationary homogeneous entities open to straightforward description.
Critical theories of culture take a more dynamic and heterogeneous
perspective on culture and reject as simplistic the equation of a language,
culture, and national identity. (p. 570)

Traditionally, foreign language methodologies take a static view of culture, by
suggesting that the notion of culture is composed of separate components that can
be learned passively as facts by language learners (Forsman, 2006). In addition,
previous research reveals that language learners usually perceive culture as an
external entity with totally static or slowly changing features (e.g., Bayyurt, 2006;
Dervin & Dirba, 2006). Therefore, it would not be wrong to claim that cultures
are still identified with national groups and composed of such elements as
common habits, beliefs and values. In other words, the majority of teachers and
students still adopt a static view of culture. The static approach to culture,
however, only strengthens the already existing stereotypes about the ‘other’,
because it fails to acknowledge the strong connection between language and
culture (Liddicoat, 2002), as well as the continuously changing and developing

nature of culture.

An increasing number of people now realize that “culture cannot primarily be
looked upon as a static list of facts and behaviors to be learnt by heart, especially
not regarding only one or a few cultural groups” (Forsman, 2006, p. 48). Instead,
“to understand the sociocultural contexts of English as a global lingua franca, we
need to approach culture in a non-essentialist and dynamic manner” (Baker, 2012,
p. 64), which brings us to the dynamic and fluid view about culture. From this
new perspective, each individual within a society needs to be considered as a
unique blend of sexual, ethnical, religious and national identities. Therefore, more
recent approaches to culture teaching in ELT such as the social constructivist
approach have resulted from a paradigm shift from a facts-based approach to a
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process-oriented one that aims for the acquisition of intercultural communicative

competence (ICC) (Su, 2008).

A dynamic perception of culture adopts a social constructivist perspective with
many realities that are locally constructed, and reconstructed through interaction
in specific contexts. According to constructivist researchers of culture studies,
culture teaching should be process-oriented and learner-centered (Su, 2011).
Students are advised to be active participants of their learning processes by
questioning, creating and recreating everything they learn. From a social
constructivist view of culture, the key to a successful intercultural communication
process is all parties’ willingness to be a part of this meaning negotiation process
(Su, 2008). Thereby, in a language course which follows this perspective, it is the
teacher’s responsibility to create an atmosphere of sharing whereby learners

actively participate to discover and co-construct cultural knowledge.

From a dynamic perspective of culture teaching, language learning goes much
beyond the acquisition of words to become a true experience of discovery and
constant meaning making through encounters with the ‘other’ (Su, 2011). In other
words, language learners participate in a continuous process of inferring,
comparing, interpreting, discussing and negotiating meaning (Liddicoat et al.,
2003). Needless to say, the dynamic approach to culture teaching is more
democratic than the static one, because it does not depend on the usually
unidirectional transfer of cultural knowledge but values critical discussions and

different opinions in the language classroom.
2.3.2.3 Critical Thinking in Culture Pedagogy

Critical thinking is one of the most important learner features to be promoted in
the 21st century, and TESOL teachers play a very important role in the promotion
of critical thinking skills (Luk & Lin, 2014). It is common knowledge that
criticality and reflexivity should be two important characteristics of any university
student. However, schools generally fail to reflect this necessity of a postmodern

era (Hargreaves, 1994). As Hargreaves suggests, it is important for young
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generations to reflect over their national and local cultures to reconstruct them;
and the only way to achieve this is through developing awareness and
responsibility by taking a more global perspective in schools. Similarly, Ho
(2009) argues that having a critical eye in the language classroom helps increase
cultural awareness among learners, because true interculturality can only be
achieved through dialogic critical thinking in the language classroom. Baker
(2012) argues that critical thinking is an indispensable part of intercultural tasks in

the language classroom.

Matsuda and Friedrich (2011) complain about the shallowness of culture-related
discussions in language courses, and argue that narrow discussions that do not go
beyond suggestions about what to do at an intercultural encounter only strengthen
the existing stereotypes. They recommend deeper and critical discussions instead.
They suggest that critical approaches to culture teaching are necessary to endow
learners with the necessary level of awareness and skills for successful
intercultural communication.

McConachy and Hata (2013) emphasize the importance of teacher-led critical
discussions in terms helping students question their culturalist viewpoints.
According to McConachy and Hata, the teacher can use questions in order to
increase the level of students’ reflection on cultural issues. However, the teacher
should also explain his/her standpoint on a particular culture-related topic, so that
learners will be “encouraged to move beyond the view that one nation has one
culture with one set of norms for interacting...to become attuned to the potential
multiplicity of ways of construing utterances in discourse...” (pp. 300-301).
Teachers should also lead students to examine the portrayal of culture in ELT
materials from a critical intercultural perspective (Baker, 2012). Bayyurt and
Altinmakas (2012) successfully used teacher-led critical questions in their study
about the changing status of English in today’s globalized world to raise their
participants’ level of awareness regarding nonnative English varieties and their

role in intercultural communications.
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Modernism in education is highly questionnable in today’s postmodern world
(Hargreaves, 1994). Besides, critical thinkers of the present and future cannot be
educated through a modernist educational system (Forsman, 2006); therefore, it
should be replaced with a postmodern one, because postmodernism applauds
diversity, and critical thinking (Baker, 2009). Even the most deeply rooted beliefs
and assumptions should be questioned from a postmodern critical perspective
(Luk & Lin, 2014) to culture. However, it is mainly the teachers’ responsibility to
make their classes as inclusive of various cultures and people as possible from a
critical thinking perspective because unfortunately, popular textbooks give
general and stereotypical definitions of culture and identity (ilter & Giizeller,
2005), and language learners are usually expected to know these definitions by
heart rather than being encouraged to come up with their own definitions (Dervin,

2006).

The good news is that ELT is currently undergoing a change in Turkey in parallel
with the increasing availability of Internet and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) in Turkish schools. Besides, the primary education curriculum reforms of
2004 and 2007 (Akinoglu, 2008), necessitates a radical shift from the traditional
practices of FL teaching which mainly focus on formal characteristics of the
language to a focus on communicative and functional aspects such as the actual

use of English in a real life communication (Alptekin, 1993, 2002).
2.4 From Intercultural Competence to Proteophilic Competence

We are living in a world where cultures blend with each other when people with
different cultural backgrounds communicate with each other. Besides, the
globalization process creates more opportunities for interaction; and due to
developing technologies, these interactions occur continuously between people
from a large variety of national and ethnic backgrounds, overriding all national

boundaries (Baker, 2009; Jenkins, 2012).

The rising interest in interculturality both in the media and education (Alptekin,

2013; Baker, 2012) is not a coincidence, but a natural outcome of the rapid change
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observed in today’s rapidly changing complex societies. It is now commonly
accepted that language learners need more than linguistic competence for active
and successful communication through the language they learn (Galloway &
Rose, 2014; Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011). Therefore, an important goal of
language instruction should be to promote interculturality (Ockey & French,

2014) by developing learners’ Intercultural Competence (IC) (Su, 2014).

There are probably more than a hundred definitions of IC (Dervin, 2010). As a
term commonly used in cultural studies, ‘intercultural’ implies “process, border
crossing, interaction, and reciprocity,...” (Forsman, 2006, p. 19). Forsman,
defines the intercultural speaker as “a learning and reflective individual who
needs to adapt to diversity and ambiguity in a changing environment to be able to

encounter and mediate between differences” (p. 53).

As for the relationship between IC, ICC, and PC, it can be argued that these
concepts are based on similar arguments. Both IC and ICC evolved from their
initial position of static interculturality (e.g., Byram, 1997) to a more dynamic
one (e.g., Baker, 2012; Byram, 2008; Dervin & Dirba, 2006; Dervin & Kuoppala,
2013) because with the changing paradigm of language education, teachers have
been given one more role; that is the role of intercultural mediation (Dirba, 2007).
In this respect, the new notion of communicative competence should aim for the
realization of ICC in ELT by means of involving all sorts of intercultural
encounters where English is used as a medium of communication or lingua franca
(Seidlhofer, 2004) in today’s globalized world. According to Dervin (2010),
“intercultural competence is a concept that seems to be transparent, universally
accepted, understood and (ab)used, but which has received many differing
definitions inside and outside academia” (p. 156). In this respect, PC presents a

fresh pespective in intercultural research.

Unlike the traditional definions of IC and ICC (e.g., Byram, 1997) this new
perspective focuses more on the dynamic components of interculturality, or what

Dervin and Dirba (2007, p.259) call ‘liquid interculturality”. Therefore, PC

28



reflects the arguments of social-constructivism than traditional IC and ICC, more
specifically that that culture is created, shaped, and reshaped constantly through
interactions (Dervin, 2006). In other words, an interculturally competent foreign
language speaker should always keep in mind that all people, including
themselves, are originally multicultural and complex in terms of their age, sex,
status, religion, religion etc. Here, it is also noteworthy to remember Dervin and
Dirba’s view about IC that foreign language learners are interculturally competent
when they are both able and willing to participate in a communicative exchange
with other people by accepting the fact that they are strangers in this

communication.

Considering that nonnative-native and nonnative-nonnative English interactions
dominate today’s English speaking world (Jenkins, 2000, 2006; McKay, 2002,
2003; Seidlhofer, 2004), the following questions posed by Alptekin (2002)

become very meaningful:

How relevant, then, are the conventions of British politeness or American
informality to the Japanese and Turks, say, when doing business in English?
How relevant are such culturally-laden discourse samples as British railway
timetables or American newspaper advertisements to industrial engineers
from Romania and Egypt conducting technical research in English? How
relevant is the importance of Anglo-American eye contact, or the socially
acceptable distance for conversation as properties of meaningful
communication to Finnish and Italian academicians exchanging ideas in a
professional meeting? (p. 61)

2.4.1 Byram’s (1997) Framework of ICC

Byram’s (1997) model is based on the following four components or savoirs:

Savoir étre: intercultural attitudes such as openness and showing
willingness to relativize one’s own beliefs, values and behaviors as well as
those of others.

Savoir comprendre: skills related to interpreting and establishing
connections such as the ability to make an interpretation of events from
foreign cultures by connecting those events to one’s own culture.
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Savoir apprendre/faire: skills related to interaction and/or discovery; for
example, the ability to acquire new knowledge about other cultures and their
characteristics in order to use this new knowledge in interaction.

Savoir s’engager: critical awareness of cultures that can be achieved
through political education. It entails one’s ability to evaluate different
viewpoints and cultural perspectives critically both in the local and global
arena. (pp. 50-53)

Byram’s (1997) main framework is mainly criticized on the grounds that these
components are not based on sound, convincing claims, sometimes overlap and
contradict each other (Dervin, 2010). Baker (2012) criticizes Byram’s model on
the grounds that it is based on cultural groupings that make cultural comparisons
at a national level as the starting point, which cannot be accepted from standpoint
that perceives cultures as fluid and constantly restructured irrespectively of
national boundaries. In later years, Byram’s initial model of ICC has evolved to
adopt a more fluid understanding of culture (e.g., Byram, 2008). The revised
model acknowledges the diaglossic and liquid nature of culture and points to the
need for developing an understanding of culture which is multi-faceted, allowing
for different voices and conflicting opinions (Baker, 2012). Besides, the capacities
in the new model such as ‘respect for otherness’, ‘empathy’, ‘tolerance for
ambiguity’, ‘flexibility’, and ‘critical cultural awareness’ (pp. 22-26) are highly
reflective of Dervin’s (2006) PC, Dervin and Dirba’s (2007) PCC, Baker’s ICA.
In other words, the revised ICC model and PC have numerous common
characteristics, which are derived from a notion of culture that is based on a social
constructivist, dynamic, and liquid perspective. In this respect, both models are

appropriate for a postmodern approach to culture pedagogy in ELT.

In the new model of ICC (Baker, 2008), the role of intercultural education is
emphasized to increase language learners’ critical cultural awareness, so that they
will be able to communicate successfully in intercultural encounters. As Baker
(2012) suggests, Byram’s new model rejects the idea of taking monolingual native

speakers as perfect models, and instead suggests the intercultural citizen and
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speaker as the ideal model. From this aspect, it is a more comprehensive model

for intercultural education than its initial version.
2.4.2 Baker’s (2012) Intercultural Awareness (ICA) Model

Baker (2012) proposes Intercultural Awareness (ICA) model as a revised version
of Byram’s ICC, pointing out that this new notion deemphasizes cultural groups,
and thereby suits better to the fluid, emergent, fragmented and hybrid nature of
intercultural communication. According to Baker, ICA is “an alternative ‘non-
essentialist’ view of culture and language” (p. 62), and thereby clarifies better the
relationship between culture and language, as well as the dynamic and fluid nature
of the two. As Baker suggests, intercultural encounters usually take place between
people from a large variety of cultural backgrounds, and one cannot be expected

to knowledgeable and aware of all the related cultural contexts.

Baker’s (2012, p. 66) model of ICA is based on a total of 12 components in three
cultural awareness levels as basic, advanced and intercultural cultural awareness.
According to Baker, these components outline the essential knowledge, attitudes
and skills for an ELF user to communicate successfully in intercultural settings,
and include such awareness categories as ‘culture as a set of shared behaviors,
beliefs and values’, ‘the relative nature of cultural norms’, ‘multiple voices or

perspectives within any cultural grouping’.

An analysis of these 12 elements reveals that ICA is based on a process from
cultural generalizations to intercultural communication frames, which are
compatible with the main components of PC, especially with those about
perceptions of culture. The students who reach the advanced level in the ICA are
expected to develop an understanding of the emergent, fluid and diverse nature of
culture, and to display this new understanding through negotiation between all the
dynamic components of culture for a successful communication in a true
intercultural environment. In this respect, ICA can be considered to be directly

related to PC discussions.
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2.4.3 Proteophilic Competence (PC)

The rising influence of postmodern paradigms in education (Baker, 2009) renders
most definitions of IC outdated (Seidlhofer, 2004) because these definitions do
not reflect the fluid and constantly changing nature of culture and identity
(Dervin, 2010). Therefore, a revolutionary change is needed in the way culture is
dealt with in ELT. According to Dervin and Dirba (2006), this revolutionary
change is only possible through a transition from what they call ‘solid
interculturality’ to ‘liquid interculturality’ in foreign language teaching because
solid interculturality is far from meeting the needs of liquid language learners of
today’s liquid world. They describe solid interculturality as “descriptions of
national features imposed on all of the representatives of a country by others — or
even themselves” (p. 259). On the other hand, ‘liquid interculturality’ is derived
from social constructivism, because both culture and identity are created through
individual encounters, and socially constructed and reconstructed through
interaction. As a matter of fact, people change and adapt their identities according
to different contexts and their interlocutors in those contexts. In this respect,

interculturality cannot be solid in essence, but it is naturally fluid and flexible.

PC is based on ‘liquid interculturality’ (Dervin & Dirba, 2006) because it focuses
on the fluid nature of culture and identity, and thereby reflects the constructivist
sociocultural approaches to culture and identity. PC argues that it is the people
themselves who keep reconstructing their cultures and identities when faced with
different situations. According to Pieterse (2004), all societies are in a process of
constant mixing, which results is what Dervin (2009) calls, ‘diverse diversities’;
that is, diversity in terms of the lifestyles, artifacts, discourses and thoughts of

people living within the same national and geographical boundaries.

Dervin (2006) defines PC as “the appreciation of differences in multiformity of
Others and Self” (p. 77); and suggests that it yields us the solution to deal with the
postmodern, liquid nature of the ‘intercultural’. According to Dervin, PC is also

“the appreciation of the diverse diversities of the self and the other” (p. 77). From
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this aspect, “proteophilic competence implies perceiving other people as
individuals who identify with a variety of groups, not as members of one

particular group, for example a particular ethnic group” (Dirba, 2007, p. 196).

Although there is still a general tendency to associate culture with countries such
as the culture of Turkey, England or nations (e.g., British Culture, American
Culture etc.), the truth is that no country or nation is composed of people with
homogenous cultural characteristics. In fact, even the residents of a small town
can diversify in terms of their lifestyles, mother tongues, ethnic backgrounds and
other similar elements, which are commonly used to define culture. From this
perspective, the extent of cultural diversity observed inside of a country or nation
can be great. The existence of such striking diversity in relatively small areas like
New York, London or Dubai is a good indicator of a necessity for a paradigm
shift towards a more inclusive type of education, which aims to be reflective of
the diversity observed in real life. Therefore, the belief that national and
geographical boundaries are also cultural boundaries cannot go beyond being a

myth especially in today’s global world.

In the earlier model, Dervin (2006) describes PC with the following five

components:

1. The awareness that (national) cultures and identities can be a Deus ex-
Machina in encounters between individuals, especially in encounters
between people from different countries or religions.

2. The capacity to notice and act upon when someone is solidifying her/his
discourse and trying to manipulate you...

3. The genuine belief that every single individual (including oneself) one
meets is liquid (sex, age, religion, status in society, etc.)...

4. The awareness that people are human beings and that they are in
good/bad moods, have personal problems, feelings ..., preferences, and that
nationality has nothing to do with the ways people are treated by others.

5. An avoidance of ethnocentric, racist, xenophobic or xenophilic comments

(i.e. one’s culture or identity are superior to Others’). (Dervin, 2006, p. 78)
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Dirba (2007) elaborates on Dervin’s (2006) Model and proposes Proteophilic

Communicative Competence (PCC), as displayed in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Proteophilic Communicative Competence (Dirba, 2007, p.197)

Dervin (2006) warns that the five elements of PC are idealistic and thereby
seldom achieved all at once. In fact, a lot of training both in one’s country and
abroad is required to attain some of these components. He further suggests that,
like other recent theories of culture and identity, PC is also highly liquid, and
unstable, because it is affected by such factors as physical and psychological
conditions of communicators, as well as the time and place of communication and
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other factors like the language competencies of interlocutors. According to
Dervin, everyone living in complex societies has a certain level of PC to survive

in that society; but some people can develop it whereas some others cannot.

A comparison of Dirba’s (2007) PCC with Dervin’s (2006) PC reveals that
Dirba’s model contains some additional communicative elements such as
linguistic, socio-linguistic and discourse competences. In other words, Dirba’s
model redefines and combines the intercultural elements of PC with
communicative ones. It is therefore more directly related to ELT. In other words,
language learners can improve both their PC and L2 linguistic competence from a
PCC perspective, by developing awareness and positive attitudes towards both

linguistic and cultural diversity.

Dervin (2010) proposes a revised version of his PC model. The revised model is
composed of three components expressed in the first person for self-assessment:
two savoir-faires and a savoir-réagier/agir. Dervin points out that the model has
been affected by postmodernist thoughts as well as theories of enunciation and
dialogism. The model, as explained by Dervin (2010) below is based on self-

reflections:

1. Savoir-faire I: Detect identification

I am fully aware that every individual (myself included) is multiple and
complex but that every (inter-)locutor can adapt their discourse to contexts
and/or interlocutors by presenting a group or a national identity in order to
please, confirm a representation or defend themselves. I know how to note
and analyse pieces of evidence of identification in my own discourse as well
as in the other’s discourse.

As a consequence, whenever possible, I try not to present myself or my
interlocutor through national images, stereotypes, generalisations and
exaggerations... a. Individual plurality is not always visible because, in any
context of interaction, one needs to select an image of the self (and of the
other) and use it. Moreover, classifying by means of nationality is very
common in intercultural encounters (it is often a starting point, an overture).
Also, I need to remember that telling somebody that they are using auto-
/hetero-stereotypes (“We Finns are like this”) can be problematic because I
can come across as moralizing and/or unpleasant. Who is entitled to forbid
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somebody from using a national auto-stereotype? What can thus be done in
such a situation? I can play the stereotype-game, cut the conversation short,
change topics, or discuss the stereotypes with my interlocutor. With
hindsight, I can reflect on why I, or somebody else, used stereotypes in
interaction and how they were formulated.

2. Savoir-faire II: Paying attention to discourses

I am able to listen to discourses that I come across (mine as well as others”)
especially when they are potentially ethnocentric, xenophobic, racist but
also exotic and xenophilic. I know how to ease such discourses by means of
linguistic markers such as modalities and be as explicit as possible by
reformulating. I also try to avoid “interculturally correct”, naive or
contradictory discourse on the self and the other such as “I have no
stereotypes”, “I don’t believe in stereotypes but Finns are... “etc.

This is where language skills can have a big impact on intercultural
competences (mine and that of my interlocutor) because one cannot always
control all the meanings and nuances in a foreign language and one can also
shock one’s interlocutor without even knowing (s/he may not even be
showing their real feelings in relation to this situation/context). What
strategies could I use in such instances without putting myself at risk?

Secondly, the other can have a role to play in my use of language, with
stereotypes being a case in point. For instance, there might be times when
my avoidance of stereotypes is limited by an interlocutor whose position is
hierarchically higher. How might I behave in an ethical manner in such a
situation and try not to resort to stereotypes?

Finally, I should bear in mind that there is a potential gap between
discourses and acts - in other words, I am aware that discourse can be
contradicted by actions and vice-versa.

3. Savoir-réagir/agir: Controlling one’s emotions/behaviours

In delicate and difficult situations, situations of misunderstanding and
disagreement, [ make an effort to remind myself that individuals are human
beings and that they have emotions, feelings, experience bad/good moods,
personal problems... which influence their reactions. As such, I try not to
draw quick and culturalist conclusions which may harm my relationships
with others. ¢. How might I therefore control my emotions in difficult
situations? What strategies could be used to avoid conflicts or worsening
situations?

How might I go beyond feelings of déja-vu, déja-vécu, déja-dit... and
phenomena of polyphony which may affect my relationships with others
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(e.g. a person reminds me of someone that I do not like either because of
her/his physical appearance or his/her accent in a foreign language)?

(Dervin, 2010, p. 13)

2.4.3.1 PC as an Educational Objective in ELT

PC can be an alternative to traditional culture teaching because it can offer
solutions to main problems regarding intercultural teaching in the ELT classroom
(Dervin, 2006). In order to implement PC in foreign language education, learners
should be exposed to cultural diversity in the language classroom, so that they can
understand that people are not all the same. According to Résdnen and San (2005,
cited in Forsman, 2006), sensitizing learners to notice cultural differences may get
them to leave aside their possible ethnocentric and monocultural point of views by
helping them face their stereotypes and biases, and adopt a more global
perspective about culture instead. This can lead to a desired transformation in the

learning process too.

It is important to keep away from the culturalist trend, however. Providing
prepacked information about the ‘other’ only increases misunderstandings and
stereotypes among language learners (Dervin, 2006) because cultural knowledge
is usually derived from overgeneralizations and simplifications, and most of the
time it conceals more than it reveals (Saniei, 2012). Therefore as Dervin suggests,
rather than transferring factual information about other cultures, it is important to
help learners become aware of their own pluralistic and liquid natures. According
to Dervin, once learners understand how changeable their thoughts, feelings and
behaviors can be, they will more easily accept other people’s unstable
characteristics as stemming from themselves rather than an external force, which
is called culture. As Dai (2011) warns, both positive and negative aspects of a
culture should be portrayed in order to avoid presenting a monolithical and
stereotypical image of the culture. Besides, learners can benefit from an
introduction of contrastive pictures from the same culture too. In this respect, Dai
elaborates that contrasts such as attractive vs. shocking information, similarities

vs. differences, dark vs. bright aspects, facts vs. behaviors, historical vs. modern,
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old vs. young people, city life vs. country life, and finally stated beliefs vs. actual

behaviors need to be all presented in a balanced way.

Stereotypes may have a devastating effect on human relations too by becoming
the source of communicational problems. Especially, if people judge each other’s
behaviors according to the opinions they hold about the whole society that the
other group belongs to or vice versa, dangerous communication breakdowns may
appear between the interlocutors of a communicational event. For example, a
generalization about a group of people that ‘they are lazy’ may actually conceal
the fact that some individuals in that group may be very hardworking in real life.
As human beings, we are, however, inclined to otherize people by forming
stereotypical images of individuals who are different from us, largely due to a
number of factors such as “the media, our educational background..., what we
have heard from family and friends, and from foreigners themselves” (Dervin,
2006, p. 2). As Forsman (2006) suggests, rapid changes in today’s world make
people even more prone to stereotypes, because they resort to them to make sense

of their continuously changing physical and perceptional surroundings.

Eliminating the stereotypes in language learners’ minds is an important aim of PC
(Dervin, 2006, 2010) because stereotypes can cause false hypotheses about the
‘other’, and thereby result in faulty interpretations of the other’s behaviors. In
fact, generalized beliefs are becoming more and more unacceptable as societies
and individuals are becoming more and more diverse and complex than ever
before. It is common knowledge that our stereotypes lead us in a certain direction,
and thus we behave in a certain way. In the end, we find what we expect to find in
other people. Instead, learners need to be sensitive and emphatic towards foreign
cultures; and this can only be possible through acquiring the necessary
intercultural skills, as well as learning the appropriate and effective use of
language in various cultural contexts. Stereotypes can become like perceptional
filters, through which people try to perceive and make meaning of the world
around them. If an individual’s filter is too thick, he/she will not see the real world
but the filter only. That is, stereotypes will govern his/her thoughts and
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expectations in a particular way. Therefore, it would not be wrong to claim that an
important aim of intercultural education should be to thin or totally diminish this
dirty filter, so that the leaner will be able to see the reality more clearly. Research
(e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012) shows that language learners can benefit from

critical discussions on their existing stereotypes to overcome them.

Ho (2009) emphasizes the importance of fighting cultural stereotypes in the
language classroom. However, one should note that exposing students merely to
different cultures may not eliminate but strengthen the existing prejudices and
stereotypes (Dai, 2011). Forsman (2004 in Forsman, 2006) argues that an increase
in learners’ cultural knowledge may help modify their existing stereotypes.
However, students may also choose to maintain their negative attitudes towards
foreign cultures and their representatives unless they are not affectively or
emotionally involved. Therefore, cultural awareness rather than cultural
knowledge should be fostered in the classroom. Teachers can play an important
role in overcoming stereotypes and prejudices by fostering learners’ critical
thinking skills too (e.g., Baker, 2009; Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Luk & Lin,
2014). However, teachers should first develop their own intercultural competence
by acknowledging their own national and cultural stereotypes (Dervin, 2006). In
fact, introducing cultural, social, linguistic and ethnical diversity to the classroom
in a critical way may help both the teacher and students (Matsuda & Friedrich,
2011; Rivers, 2011; Su, 2011). The teacher should, however, aim for developing a
sense of respect, which would obviously be a more realistic goal than trying to

convert students radically.

Assessing PC is one of the most important problems for language teachers who
intend to follow a PC perspective in ELT. To Dervin (2010), it is not possible to
assess a learner’s PC through a simple examination of his/her speech, “because it
is unstable, ambiguous and calculated (i.e. students sometimes offer ready-made
answers to please the teacher)” (p. 14). Therefore, teachers should work on
learners’ acquisition of ‘savoir-faire’ and ‘savoir analyzer’, which will help their
critical self-reflection. After all, one should always keep in mind that culture is
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liquid and reconstructed through negotiation and mediation with others. Besides,
just like culture, PC is liquid and unfixed, it requires continuous learning for
development, and it can thereby be assessed through means of formative
assessment such as portfolios (Dervin & Kuoppala, 2013), which are in keeping
with Nault’s (2006) suggestion for “an open-ended and experiential approach to
assessment” (p. 321). Portfolio projects can also play an important role in fighting
culture stereotypes (Su, 2011) though creating a spirit of discovery in students,
through which they can search for themselves and learn about the truth. Schulz
(2007) defines a portfolio as the collection of artifacts produced by students
within a time period. According to Schulz, portfolio projects are ideal for active
learning, because they give students the opportunity to evaluate themselves and

their work.

Various studies showed the efficiency of cultural portfolio projects. Su’s (2011)
study, for example, revealed that fostering critical thinking through a cultural
portfolio project which was supported with presentation helped learners face their
stereotypes about target cultures and people. Whereas prior to the project, the
participants used generalized and stereotyped statements about target countries
and native speakers, after the project they reported a realization of the diversity
inside of English-speaking countries, and concluded that mainly the media was
responsible for the wrong images about other people’s cultures. Dervin and
Kuoppala (2013) developed the Portfolio of Intercultural Competences (PIC) as
an appropriate tool to assess IC. They explain the objective of portfolio
assessment as “through reflecting and critiquing one’s discourses, attitudes and
behaviors, and those of the Other, student teachers can become more ready to

accept uncertainty and develop certain strategies to deal with it” (p. 5).

Diary and portfolio analyses are mainly criticized for not being valid enough tools
since learners may not want to share their personal experiences with third parties.
There is also the question of objectivity with such tools, because it is common
knowledge that many people cannot be honest with themselves especially if they
know that another person will interpret their behaviors. Student observations,

40



another measurement tool, cause a lot of criticisms in terms of validity and
objectivity due to their subjective nature that is influenced by numerous
distracting factors such as the observer’s paradox as well as the observer’s mood,
feelings and representations. To sum up, there are still a lot of discussions about
the assessment of PC. There are few studies in the literature, which have utilized
these relatively new techniques such as the PIC (Dervin & Kuoppala, 2013); and
there are even fewer studies which directly focused on measuring the PC level of
language learners (e.g., Dirba, 2007). In this respect, the PCS, which has been
developed specifically for the present study, based the components of PC
suggested in Dervin (2006, 2010), can be an important alternative to the

qualitative means of measurement discussed so far.
2.5 The ELF Perspective

Globalization has played an undeniably important role in the expansion of English
to all regions of the world. English, today, is an international language which is
commonly and widely used for communication across national boundaries and
cultures (Jenkins, 2000). English acts as the common medium of communication
in intercultural encounters as an international language (McKay, 2003). As
Seidlhofer (2004) notes, the majority of interactions in today’s world do not
conform to standardized grammar, lexical and pronunciation forms of English.
ELF users acquire the language while at the same time using it in interactions
(Canagarajah, 2007). Therefore, Seidlhofer prefers to call this new situation the

“process of internalisation and destandardization” (p. 212).

There is also the question of who the true owner of the English Language is. As a
matter of fact, no one owns the English language in the new millennium because
as Crystal (2003) points out, English does not belong to any single national group
in today’s globalized world. Besides, new English forms keep emerging in
different parts of the world, particularly in eastern contexts (Kachru, 2005) like
China, Singapore, etc. In this respect, Widdowson (2003) denies native speakers'

claim of the ownership of the English Language, as well as their right to
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determine how it should be used all around the world for intercultural
communications. Other ELT scholars (e.g., Jenkins, 2006) support Widdowson in

the sense that everyone who speaks English owns it too.

There are also discussions over the appropriateness of the terminology used in
reference to the varieties of English. Seidlhofer (2004) reports that different terms
have been used to refer to the use of English in today’s world and it causes “a
conceptual gap” (p.212). It is worth mentioning here that some researchers like
Kachru (1985, 1992) prefer to use the term World Englishes (WE) whereas some
others like McKay (2002, 2003, 2004) use English as an International Language
(EIL). Seidlhofer objects to the use of EIL instead of English as a Lingua Franca
(ELF) on the grounds that it can be misleading, because the term itself implies a
clearly distinguishable unique variety that one can call ‘International English’.
From this aspect, “ELF is simply the product of all those who use it in their daily
interactions” (Schmitz, 2012, p. 261). In a later definition, Jenkins (2007)
suggests that ELF is “...an emerging language that exists in its own right and is
being described in its own terms” (p. 2) [emphasis original]. As Canagarajah
(2007) argues, ELF may adopt a variety of forms that change in accordance with
different contexts and speakers. Similarly, Suzuki (2010) suggests that nonnative
English varieties has a rather "dynamic and hybrid nature” (p. 146). According to
the most popular definition of ELF, the term does not cover the L1 usage of the
English language by some 25% of total English language users (Crystal, 2003).
Therefore, the ELF research primarily focuses on the interaction between non-

native speakers of English (Murray, 2012).

As for the other term that is commonly used in reference to English varieties, that
1s WE, it was first used by Kachru (1985). Kachru’s model appeared to be critical
of the hegemony of English speaking countries, that is, the inner circle countries
in the model; and also to draw attention the existence of large populations who
learn and use English for practical purposes either as a foreign or second language
in various regions of the world. It was then revised by Kachru (1992) to be more
flexible about the border of each circle. Rajagopalan (2004) defines WE as “a
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hotchpotch of dialects and accents at different stages of nativization” (p. 115). In
this respect, WE reflects the diverse ways English is adopted and used locally in
different regions of the world; and it has by far the most influential model in

reference to English use in the global world (Lai, 2008).

In Kachru’s (1985) original three-circle model, there are there concentric circles,
each of which refers to a group of countries categorized according to the status
and use of English in those countries. In this model, the inner circle countries are
the ones where English has both an official status, and it is commonly learnt as a
mother tongue. These countries include England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales,
America, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. The outer circle countries such as
Singapore, Malaysia, and Nigeria etc. come from a colonial past and therefore,
English is learnt and used as a second language in these countries, usually as one
of the official languages too. Finally, in the expanding circle, there are countries
like Turkey, Japan and Spain, where English has neither an official status nor
common use in daily life, but it is usually learnt at schools as a foreign language
for practical purposes (Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012). These countries do not have
a colonial history unlike the ones in the outer circle. According to the WE
paradigm, outer and expanding circle dialects of English show differences from
the native variety because nobody learns and speaks them as their LI

(Rajagopalan, 2004).

Kachru’s (1985, 1992) WE model has taken some criticism lately on the grounds
that there are no clear-cut distinctions between countries concerning the status of
English anymore. One of the biggest shortcomings of Kachru’s model is seen as
its association of English varieties with national boundaries. However, it is not
easy to categorize ELF contexts as outer and expanding circle countries according
to national boundaries anymore. To put it more clearly, Kachru’s concentric
circles are criticized mainly because they “fail to clearly distinguish between
regions, nationalities, and users of English (Baker, 2009, p. 568). In other words,
Baker criticizes the Kachruvian model because the circles in this model are based
on a static understanding of culture rather than a dynamic one.
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The WE paradigm is also criticized for legitimizing the nonnative varieties of
English particularly in the outer circle (Matsumoto, 2011). As a matter of fact, the
outer circle English varieties such as Singaporean English (Singlish) and Indian
English (Hinglish) has created their own standards in written genres as
indigenized forms of English (Schmitz, 2012). Global Englishes, which is a
relatively new but similar concept, combines the WE perspective with ELF
(Galloway, 2013), and thereby claims to present a better picture of today’s global

English use by both native and nonnative users of the language.

The researcher of the present study shares the concerns of Seidlhofer (2004) that
the term EIL may imply a distinct variety with identifiable rules and regulations.
He also disagrees with the arguments that (e.g., Jenkin’s 2002, 2006) EIL will be
a standard variety of English with its distinct linguistic and pragmatic norms one
day. The researcher is also aware of the drawbacks of adopting a static WE
perspective (see Kachru, 1985, 1992) in today’s postmodern world. Although it is
a useful model, the Kachruvian WE paradigm needs to be redesigned from a more
dynamic and liquid perspective rather than a static one. In this respect, Galloway’s
(2013) GE-oriented approach presents a promising new dimension to the existing
arguments because it successfully brings WE and ELF together. Despite the fact
that the present study used Kachru’s circles to categorize different Englishes, it
acknowledges GE as a more developed recent model, which can integrate better
with PC due to its more dynamic nature. However, more research is needed

especially with the GE approach.
2.5.1 Implications of the ELF Perspective for ELT

There has lately been an increasing level of interest on the pedagogical
implications of ELF research (Galloway & Rose, 2014; Matsuda & Friedrich,
2011). Besides, there is now a growing body of research which investigates the
integration of a more ELF-informed (e.g., Galloway, 2013; Seidlhofer, 2011,
2013) and ELF-aware (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012) perspective into ELT
practices. According to Seidlhofer (2013), understading how communications
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work has a lot of implications for FL teaching and learning. Therefore, language
learners should be informed about the ELF and the way it is used at intercultural

encounters.

The ELF perspective can contribute positively to the spread of English language
because “those who opt for ELF ... are free of linguistic and cultural imposition
from outside and may be more motivated to learn the language” (Schmitz, 2012,
p. 279). Although some teachers and students may classify English varieties as
inherently good or bad, from an ELF perspective, there is no good or bad English,
but only a great number of varieties that are used for practical purposes by people
from a variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds. In this respect, Standard
English is only one minority variety of contemporary English (Ling, 2008). From
this aspect, emphasizing standardized native varieties as the only acceptable forms
of English has a negative effect on the self-confidence of language learners
(Ferrell & Martin, 2009; Matsuda, 2003; Matsumoto, 2011) because they will
eventually start thinking that the variety of English that they are using is bad, and
thus inherently unacceptable for a real intercultural encounter. Ferrell and Martin
warn that insisting on just one standardized form of English can also lead to
undesirable consequences in social relationships, such as a rising trend in
discrimination and racism against the ‘other’. According to Matsumoto, ELF
speakers are equal to native English speakers; therefore they should be able to

“exist in their own universe without being compared to ‘native’ speakers” (p. 99).

The discussions in the previous paragraph clearly indicate that the ELF
perspective has changed the traditional description of language proficiency, that
is, mastery in the target language (Canagarajah, 2007) because ELF
communication is emergent and displays common characteristics as a result of
negotiation between users (Baker, 2012). In this respect, communication and
compensation strategies, as well as negotiation and mediation skills can be
considered as important as, if not more important than, say, linguistic features of

the language. As Baker further suggests, paralinguistic features may have more
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potential to cause misunderstandings than linguistic ones in an event of

communication at an intercultural context.

Recent changes in the role of English have led some ELT researchers to question
the still dominant status of the so-called ‘inner circle standard variety’, as well as
the current practices in ELT, which still highly favor the cultures and values of
inner circle countries like the UK and the USA (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas,
2012). One such researcher is Erling (2005), who calls for a change in current
ELT practices in the direction of their being more inclusive of nonnative varieties
of English as a way of promoting intercultural communication between and
among speakers who come from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds. In
fact, this suggested transformation is a must for countries like Japan (Suzuki,
2010) and Turkey (Dogangay-Aktuna & Kiziltepe, 2005), which are traditionally
EFL countries. Many scholars, including McKay (2003) and Seidlhofer (2013),
however, point to the mismatch between traditional ELT practices, and the new
ELF perspective. The traditional ELT pedagogy has a number of myths that need
to be addressed first for a successful shift to the ELF perspective. Some of these
mythical beliefs, as reported by Lai (2008) are: 1) language learners must acquire
native-like competence 2) the only true linguistic and cultural models are the UK
and US ones 3) integrative motivation plays a significant role in student success.
It should ne noted that these myths are no longer acceptable in a globalized world
where native speakers do not have identical norms and characteristics in terms of

their cultures and language use.

Galloway and Rose (2014) recommend a shift of focus from English varieties to
ELF interactions on the grounds that such a shift will “better reflect the fluidity of
ELF, which challenges traditional notions of ‘variety’ and geographically defined
‘communities’” (p. 394). Ke and Cahyani (2014) recommend a balanced approach
to the use of inner circle norms and ELF in the language classroom by claiming
that teachers can still teach the native standard native varieties but they should

adopt an ELF perspective when it comes to the actual use of English by their
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learners. In other words, they should not insist on inner circle norms for

correctness.

Bayyurt and Sifakis (2013) suggest an ELF-aware approach to EFL teacher
education in order to make teacher candidates more aware of and knowledgeable
about the ELF perspective. The authors report a new ELF awareness raising
project which aim to make EFL teacher candidates more aware of the changing
global role of English, and its impications about ELT by getting them to read on
the literature on EFL, EIL and GE. In this respect, the ELF-informed pedagogy
(see Jenkins, 2012; Seidlhofer, 2011, 2013) to be achieved mainly through
exposure to English varieties, and the transformative ELF-aware teacher
education suggested by Bayyurt and Sifakis (2013) are the recent promising
implications of the ELF perspective for ELT. However, as Sedilhofer (2013)
suggest, more research is needed, especially on how ELF communications are
achieved in real life to implement ELF-informed and ELF-aware pedagogies in

the language classroom.
2.5.2 A General Look at ELF Research on Learner Attitudes

As Matsumuto (2011) notes, there has been a recent increase in the number of
ELF intercultural communication studies. ELF research has traditionally taken the
interactions between nonnative speakers of English as the main focus of interest
(Murray, 2012), and mainly dealt with phonological, lexical, grammatical and
pragmatical common characteristics of spoken ELF interactions (Csizér & Contra,
2012). An investigation into the literature reveals that language learners’ attitudes
towards English varieties have also been a major area of interest in ELF research.
For the sake of clarity and precision, examples of only this latter type of research

are reported in this section.

Research on learner attitudes shows that many language learners still prefer a
native spoken variety (GA or RP) of English as a reference point and model for
their pronunciation skills (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Zhang, 2005).

Besides, the majority of FL learners believe that the main purpose of learning
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English is to use it for communication with native speakers, and they usually stick
to this belief (Jenkins, 2007) even after they become aware of the ELF perspective
(Csizér & Kontra, 2012). Ke and Cahyani (2014) emphasize the low speed of
change in learners’ beliefs, and suggest that “the change in mental attitude takes
much time, and to be able to use English(es) to reach intelligibility with other
global English users who produce a variety of English forms may take even more
time and effort” (p. 36).

In an earlier study, Prodromou (1992) found that 75% of the participants preferred
British English whereas only 18% opted for the standard American variety as a
model for themselves. Another significant finding of Prodromou’s study was
related to the learners’ beliefs about the implementation of culture in lessons. In
this respect, the Greek language learners, who were the participants of the study,
stated that their English teachers should first be familiar with the Greek culture for

effective culture teaching in the classroom.

Timmis (2002), similarly, revealed that language learners still prefer native
Englishes as only models for their language learning, but also that compared to
language learners, teachers are more inclined and ready to abolish inner circle
norms in their teaching. Based on these findings, Timmis suggests that ELT
practices should not contradict learner preferences, and therefore native English
varieties rather than nonnative ones should continue their dominance in the ELT
classroom. However, it is clear that Timmis neglects the underlying power
relations, and culture imperialism assertions (e.g., Alptekin, 1993, 2002) that
might have played a significant role in learners’ inclinations towards the inner

circle Englishes.

In Friedrich’s (2002) study, when the participants were called to name an English
variety, only British and American Englishes were mentioned, pointing to a lack
of awareness regarding the other varieties. In fact, all of the participants in this
study believed that English was a common international language and many of

them reported that their goal of English learning was to become native-like.
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The participants in Forsman’s (2004 in Forsman 2006) study reported that they
were better acquainted with American and British Englishes. Forsman (2006)
interprets the familiarity with the former as resulting from the influence of the
media such as Hollywood movies and American stars; and the influence of the
latter as a result of formal school education that takes British English as the
Standard English variety in language instruction. In the same study, the majority
of the participants reported that they were not familiar with the other varieties of
English. The participants were also interviewed about their attitudes towards
different English varieties. The results revealed that the participants expressed the
most positive attitudes towards American English (interpreted as the result of
media influence again). As for their attitudes regarding British English, there were
some positive comments about British English as a beautiful and somewhat exotic

variety of English.

One of the most important studies which show language learners’ admiration for
inner circle varieties is Jenkins’ (2007) study on the beliefs and attitudes of
nonnative and native speakers of English. In this study, Jenkins recorded two MA
sessions at a London university where a number of teacher participants were
invited to discuss: first, Lingua France Core phonology, and then their general
attitudes towards ELF. After these discussions, the participants preserved their
initial feelings that they themselves and their students would rather prefer the
native speaker phonology than Jenkin's Lingua Franca Core. Needless to say, in
this study, Jenkins did not find much support for the efficacy of the ELF from an

L2 pronunciation perspective.

Lai’s (2008) study revealed that language teachers in Taiwan have difficulties in
following an ELF perspective in their classrooms, due to the dilemma they face
between the desire from language learners to achieve native-like proficiency in
the target language on one hand, and the requirements of the intercultural ELF
perspective, such as weakening the dominance of English speaking countries and

native English varieties in teaching materials and practices, on the other.
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In Suzuki’s (2010) qualitative study, none of the participants accepted L2 varieties
as equal to American or British English even after they understood the importance
of different English varieties. Pishghadam and Fahimeh’s (2011) study, similarly
revealed that most Iranian teachers considered American English as the best
standard form of English for teaching, and also that the participants emphasized
the importance of teaching American and British cultures in English lessons. The
learner participants of their study openly expressed the superiority of inner-circle
varieties too, and they complained about their unfamiliarity with and expressed
dislike towards nonnative English varieties. Besides, they added that taking
precious class time to teach and learn nonnative Englishes would be quite

unnecessary.

In Galloway’s (2013) study, the participants had more positive attitudes towards
native varieties of English than nonnative ones. Besides, they reported a desire to
master native-like spoken English on the grounds that English belongs to native
speakers only. Their attitudes did not change significantly after voluntary
exposure to spoken English varieties from all three circles of Kachru (1985,
1992). According to Galloway, there are a number of different factors that
influence learner attitudes, some of which are existing stereotypes about
nonnative accents and familiarity with native English accents. Csizér and Contra
(2012) identify three culprits for learners’ preference for native Englishes. These
are the current testing practices in ELT, the teaching practices of English teachers
and the materials they use. In other words, teachers, materials and testing

practices are to blame.

When we look at the Turkish context, we see that the situation is not much
different. Based on the findings of a small-scale study conducted in a foreign
language teacher education department of a Turkish university, Coskun (2011)
reports that the majority of English teacher candidates hold the belief that
pronunciation classes are successful to the level they help them become as native-
like as possible. Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012) study, similarly, reveals that
language learners at the English language and literature department of a Turkish
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private university initially report target culture and native varieties-oriented
perspectives to ELT. They however change their initial perspectives after EIL
awareness raising activities and ELF-aware practices in a semester-long oral
communications class. In a more recent study, Kaypak and Ortactepe (2014)
found, similarly, that Turkish language learners prefer native English varieties
over nonnative ones. The main problem with Turkish ELT seems to be that
English in the Turkish context is still seen as an inner-circle language, which
represents the values of the inner-circle countries as the sole owners of this
language. Teachers show these countries as role-models (Bayyurt, 2006), and
course materials are still overpopulated with images reflecting the cultures and

lifestyles of these countries (Dogangay-Aktuna, 2005).

To sum up, previous research shows that the great majority of language learners
still see native speakers as the only owners of the English language. The
admiration for the native English varieties and the speakers of these varieties still
affects strongly popular ELT practices in spite of the ever increasing intensity of
theoretical discussions on the necessity of adopting and ELF perspective in the
language classroom (Galloway, 2013). Besides, previous research on attitudes
towards English varieties almost unanimously reveals the superiority of native
Englishes over nonnative ones in the eyes of language learners (e.g.,
Abeywickrama, 2013; Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Kaypak & Ortagtepe, 2014;
Ke & Cahyani, 2014; Kuo, 2006; Timmis, 2002). Nevertheless, language learners
can benefit from ELF-aware practices to be more aware and appreciate of

linguistic diversity, as Galloway, and Bayyurt and Altinmakas report.

As for the future projections of ELF, Galloway and Rose (2014) complain about
an existing gap between theory and practice in ELF research. Matsuda and
Friedrich (2011) draw attention to the same gap by arguing that “much of the
discussion on English in its international manifestation and its pedagogical
implications has remained at the abstract level” (p. 333). Despite the abundance of
theoretical discussions about ELF, there is not much research which reports on
how a GE-based approach can be followed in a real classroom with appropriate
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teaching practices and materials (Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014). From
this aspect, Galloway draws attention to the necessity of more research on

language learners’ attitudes to English varieties from a GE perspective.
2.6 Relationship between ELF and PC

Alptekin (2013) draws attention to a focus shift in ELF from form to function
“with the interest shifting from the observed regularities of the code to multiple
ELF uses in intercultural contexts” (p. 197). Similarly, Seidlhofer (2011) suggests
that “in ELF situations, speakers of any kind of English, from EFL,ENL, and ESL
contexts, need to adjust to the requirements of intercultural communication” (p.
81). Therefore, the goal of being able to express cultural identity in English
should replace the almost unattainable desire to sound native-like for all ELF
users (Jenkins, 2006b). To attain the former goal, Alptekin (2002) recommends
the teaching of ICC in ELF settings. According to Alptekin, EIL learners’ ICC
and cultural awareness should be developed, so that they will communicate
effectively at intercultural encounters. Similarly, Sifakis’ (2004, p. 239) ‘C-
bound’ EIL pedagogy prioritizes culture as one of the three important components

of language teaching from an EIL perspective.

There is a strong relationship between PC and ELF because looking through a PC
perspective requires that an individual should perceive others as members of not
only one group with borders that can be clearly identified, but rather as members
of a variety of groups with unclear boundaries (Dervin, 2006, 2010). Besides,
Dirba (2007) suggests that “proteophilic competence implies not imitating native
speakers, but learning the English language as a lingua franca, as a language of
communication in the world” (p. 196). Similarly, Baker (2009) draws attention to
the importance of a more complex understanding of culture in ELF by suggesting,
“cultures in ELF should be conceived as liminal, emergent resources that are in
constant state of fluidity and flux between local and global references, creating

new practices and forms in each instance of intercultural communication” (p.
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568). In other words, the ELF perspective is perceived as a natural component of

PC by the aforementiones scholars.

Wandel (2002) points to a direct connection between introducing an ELF
perspective to language classrooms and developing students’ intercultural
sensitivity by familiarizing them with a variety of cultural outlooks. According to
Wandel, the true realization of English as a global common language requires that
ELT “must enhance its geographical scope and include non-mainstream cultures”
(p. 264). In this respect, developing a positive perspective towards ELF in the
language classroom can also help develop language learners’ level of PC because
interculturalism essentially supports the ELF outlook due to the fact that the
interculturally competent learner does not aim to acquire the idealized native-
speaker norms but the norms of an intercultural speaker instead (Byram, 1997).
According to Byram, these include the competences that help learners with the
mediation and interpretation of their own cultures and that of others by focusing

on values, beliefs and behaviors of their interlocutors.

There is now a general consensus on that successful interaction in a foreign
language necessitates being both aware of and sensitive towards diversity (e.g.,
Byram, 1997; Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007; Forsman, 2006). In Ke and
Cahyani’s study (2014), for example, the participants became more aware and
tolerant of different English varieties, and they developed an understanding about
that inner circle norms might not be relevant in intercultural settings. Similarly,
the participants of Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012) study benefited positively
from WE/EIL-aware practices in an L2 oral communications class. As Bayyurt
(2006) suggests,

The aim of English language teaching should be the development of the
learners’ ‘intercultural communicative competence’ in the English language
to enable them to cope with issues that are related to the wider use of
English in local and international contexts within the ‘global village’. (p.
234)
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Matsuda and Friedrich (2011) draw attention to the importance of adopting an
intercultural perspective in an EIL class by arguing “because the spread of English
has broadened the definition of ‘English-speaking culture,’ the cultural content of
an EIL class also needs to expand” (p. 340). They suggest enriching a language
course with topics that address global concerns in order to raise awareness about
global issues. They also suggest familiarizing language learners with the cultures
of people that they may meet at intercultural encounters. Matsuda and Friedrich
describe an EIL course as “one whose goal is to prepare English learners to
become competent users of English in international contexts” (p. 334) rather than
teaching a distinct Nonnative Varieties, which does not exist in the first place.
From this aspect, culture teaching has a more important position in an EIL

curriculum than a traditional one.

McKay (2002, p. 147) argues that several important goals need to be considered
before taking what he calls an EIL perspective in FL teaching. These are: putting
intelligibility in front of correctness; helping learners develop interaction
strategies and textual competence. As McKay further elaborates, these goals can
only be achieved by being sensitive in the selection of cultural materials to be
used in English lessons. Course materials should be reflexive of and respectful
towards the local learning culture. In addition, target countries should not be
presented as monolingual entitites. If students are able to realize the number of
English varieties and other languages used by native speakers, they will better
understand and hopefully appreciate the linguistic diversity in today’s globalized

world.

Su (2014) lists a number of steps language teachers can take in designing an ELF-
aware and ELF-informed course. Tasks that will raise learners’ awareness about
the global role and ownership of English are the first of these steps. The second
step in Su’s list is to ensure that learners are respectful to and tolerant of all
Englishes. In this respect, exposure to English varieties can be an effective means
of ensuring this desired respect and tolerance. Su emphasizes the importance of
bringing together intercultural and ELF practices in the language classroom on the
54



grounds that this togetherness will lead to “an understanding of cultural contexts
and communicative practices as means of successful communication across
diverse cultures” (p. 4). She further suggests that intercultural and ELF
perspectives can and must work together in ELT effectively. After all, “with the
increasing use of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF), it is no longer appropriate to
associate English purely with ‘native-speaking’ nations, but with a global

community of users” (Galloway & Rose, 2014, p. 386).

Baker (2009) argues that following an ELF perspective in the language classroom
requires activities that will focus on not only English varieties but also cultural
ones in order to target language learners’ cultural awareness regarding other
people and their cultures. In other words, Baker considers interculturality as an
indispensable part of ELF-based language teaching too, especially when he
suggests, “ELF needs to move beyond the traditionally conceived target language-
target culture relationship to incorporate an awareness of dynamic hybrid cultures
and the skills to successfully negotiate them” (p. 567). Similarly, McKay (2002)
draws connection between ELF and interculturality, and suggests that they should
be handled together in language classrooms. More specifically, he recommends
the presentation of world cultures together with local cultures, because it is the

only way to reflect the truly fluid nature of ELF at an international level.

Seidlhofer (2004) points to the strong connection in people’s minds between a
language and the individuals who speak it, as the main cause of the difficulty for
the acceptance of ELF. In the light of all these discussions, however, the
researcher of the present study considers an “international and multicultural
focus” (Nault, 2006, p.320) from a PC perspective (Dervin, 2006, 2010) as an
indispensable component of any ELF-informed English course. Therefore, the
ELF perspective and PC are handled together in this thesis under the ELF-

informed PC model, as will be explained in the coming sections.
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2.6.1 Towards an ELF-Informed PC Perspective

As discussed earlier, the rising popularity of ELF necessitates language learners to
be familiar with different peoples and their cultural characteristics with critical
eyes (Baker, 2009). To this end, teaching materials and practices should be
reflective of all the diverse uses of English in different contexts (McKay, 2003).
From an educational point of view, it is now seen necessary for each and every
language learner to be prepared for future encounters with the users of different
English varieties (Galloway, 2013; Jenkins 2000, 2006). Baker’s (2009) study
reveals that “culture and identity can be expressed through ELF” because “in ELF
communication... the participants do seem to view ELF as a vehicle for expressing
and perhaps creating cultures and identifications” (p. 586). Therefore, ELF-
informed practices should be a natural part of an interculturalist classroom with
the aim of improving students’ PC (Seidlhofer, 2011). The biggest problem,
however, is that teachers are confused about how to integrate the changes in
theory into their practice (Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011).

From an ELF perspective, following a target-culture-only perspective in ELT is
not welcome. After all, much of the communication via English in today’s world
occurs between nonnative speakers of English (Seidlhofer, 2004) who do not have
to be knowledgeable about the cultural and linguistic norms of inner circle
countries. Since the cultures created through ELF communications are hybrid and
dynamic (Baker, 2009), one will naturally conclude that culture teaching in ELT
should reflect this hybridity and dynamism by adopting a postmodern intercultural
perspective. Rivers (2011) is hopeful about the expected and desired shift from
traditional culturist and native-speakerist classroom practices to critical
interculturalist ones when he suggests that “only through practices which reflect
the true diversity of English as a language spoken by multicultural and
multinational speakers, will any sort of positive change become a realistic goal”
(p. 388). Therefore, it is important to present not only different English varieties
but also the cultures of the people who use these varieties. Similarly, Nault (2006)
suggests that an important role of ELT is to make language learners familiar with
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the diversity of English speakers and their cultures from an intercultural

perspective.

To incorporate ELF into ELT, the first step is to raise language teachers’
awareness regarding the current landscape of the English Language (Matsuda,
2003). Friedrich (2002) suggests that drawing attention to linguistic and cultural
diversity in today’s world may help student teachers better understand the ELF
perspective in addition to creating a facilitative effect on their language
development too. In other words, according to Friedrich, following an ELF
perspective in the language classroom will teach tolerance by at the same time
creating a gateway to the actual realm of English in the global world. Avoiding
ELF in the classroom, on the other hand, can result in language users’
disappointment (Dogangay-Aktuna, 2005) and confusion when they come across
ELF forms in the real world. As Friedrich further notes, language learners often
feel failure and frustration when they finally come face to face with real-life

English in a genuine intercultural communication context.

Kaypak and Ortagtepe (2014) draw attention to the importance of familiarity with
ELF as an important step forward to the implementation of an ELF-informed
pedagogy in English lessons. In other words, language learners should be exposed
to English varieties (Galloway, 2013; Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011; Uygun, 2012)
to be more efficiently prepared for global English use in intercultural settings.
Besides, exposure to different Englishes may raise students’ awareness about the
current ELF role of the language (Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway &
Rose, 2014). According to Matsumoto (2011), it is important to expose learners to
a variety of Englishes because it will help them to develop a receptive competence
in different Englishes. Needless to say, learners do not have to speak these
varieties in their own language use, but it is important for them to familiarize

themselves with them (Kaypak & Ortactepe, 2014).

According to Matsuda and Friedrich (2011), the main goal of exposure should be

to help learners develop an understanding that “diversity among varieties is not
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only a matter of different pronunciation features but rather a much more
encompassing manifestation of cultural, linguistic and other values” (p. 338).
Similarly, Matsuda and Friedrich underline the importance of learners’ exposure
to linguistic and cultural variation across Kachru’s (1985, 1992) circles by
claiming that “learning about several countries and regions from each circle will
help them understand the wide diversity and variation that exist among English-
speaking countries today” (p. 340). Galloway (2013) similarly suggests that
exposing learners to diverse Englishes through ELF communicational exchanges
with the target of mutual intelligibility is an important way of achieving a GE
perspective in ELT.

Exposure to different Englishes finds a lot of support in the literature as discussed
in the previous paragraphs. A variety of instructional means can be used for
exposure to ELF (Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011). First of all, language teachers
should be role models by bringing different English varieties to the language
classroom in order to let their students explore the true ELF use of English.
Through exposure, teachers can help learners enlarge their repertoires of verbal
English use in future communication contexts with nonnative speakers from a
variety of L1 backgrounds (Suzuki, 2010). Exposure to nonnative English
listening passages (e.g., Galloway & Rose, 2014) and ELF-aware practices (e.g.,
Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012) can also contribute positively to language learners’
fight with their stereotypical beliefs. Therefore, exposing learners to different
varieties of English as a part of FL teaching is crucial from an educational
perspective (Matsuda, 2003).

Suzuki (2010) warns, however, that without teachers’ understanding of the
diverse nature of English, and their readiness to accept this diversity, it would not
be very likely to develop students’ ELF communication skills by only exposing
them to different Englishes. Once teachers themselves fully grasp the true
linguistic and cultural diversity of the contemporary English language, they can
start teaching it to their students through certain awareness-raising activities; and
exposure to different English varieties can be one of these activities. In a similar
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way, Ling (2008) mentions a number of possible problems associated with
exposure to different Englishes, the most important of which is that language
teachers and learners may be puzzled with the question of which variety to follow.
Besides, there are fewer resources about nonstandard, nonnative varieties of
English; and the majority of teachers prefer to use the standard varieties that they

themselves were taught at school.

Due to the aforementioned warnings, there are some contrary arguments regarding
the place of ELF in the language classroom. Bruthiaux (2010), for instance,
criticizes ELF discussions, and suggests that they are irrelevant to the majority of
EFL contexts because most EFL settings do not have the resources (both human
and material) to adopt this new perspective. According to Bruthiaux, the primary
objective of any language teacher should be to teach at least some English with
minimizing or totally excluding the linguistic variation outside the language
classroom, and course materials. Bruthiaux further supports this argument by
suggesting that “to learners in developing, resource-poor EFL settings especially,
it matters very little who says tomatho and who says tomayto, because knowing

the word tomato is achievement enough” (p. 368).

As Jenkins (2012) warns, it is not the duty of researchers to recommend a
particular classroom procedure about how to apply an ELF-informed perspective
in class because according to Jenkins and also Seidlhofer (2013), there is not
enough research to suggest a good model of ELF pedagogy that will suit all.
However, teachers can offer a variety of choices to their students to be reflective
of English in today’s global world. In this respect, critical and ELF-informed
interculturalist practices in ELT can certainly play a role in raising language
learners’ ELF-awareness (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway & Rose,
2014), and thereby better prepare them for future intercultural encounters.

2.6.1.1 Listening Skills from an ELF-Informed PC Perspective

McKay (2004) proposes the inclusion of ELF English dialogs in listening

textbooks. Teaching the Received Pronunciation (RP) or General American (GA)
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only, on the other hand, gives the false impression of linguistic homogeneity and
cultural uniformity among native speakers of English. However, the truth is that
people can display a huge amount of linguistic and cultural diversity even in a

small area like a town or city let alone a big country like the USA, for example.

As reported by Coskun (2010), the Turkish Higher Supreme Council of Education
has recently added the aim of introducing different accents to the ‘Listening and
Pronunciation II” course given in the first year of every ELT program in Turkish
Universities. The institution justifies its decision with the necessity of Turkish
language learners to be familiar with not only the American and British varieties,
which still dominate in Turkish EFL classes but also different English varieties.
Based on this change of policy, it would not be wrong to call for more inclusion
of nonnative spoken Englishes into Turkish ELT programs in order to raise
Turkish students’ awareness about different English accents; so that, they will not
have unintelligibility problems with other nonnatives in a real-life communication
(Galloway & Rose, 2014; Ockey & French, 2014).

Jenkins (2000) suggests that the assesment of the listening skills should be
adapted to the ELF perspective. Instead of taking the native-speaker as a model
for pronunciation, and evaluating a learner’s pronunciation according to how
approximate it is to this model, learners should be assessed by taking into account
the techniques and strategies they use for mutual intelligibility. As Schmitz (2012)
suggests, language tests and assessment procedures, which are traditionally based
on American and/or British native speaker norms, should go through radical
changes to make them more appropriate for and inclusive of nonnative forms,
which naturally requires a lot of effort on the part of ELT theoreticians and

practitioners.

Elder and Davies (2006) advocate the use of ELF norms in testing on the grounds
that this would have several merits in terms of FL teaching and learning. For
example, various domains of target language use would better be represented in

testing; and this, in turn, would help reduce language learners’ test anxiety levels,
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because they would feel independent of Standard English norms. Besides, as
Elder and Davies argue, tests of such nature would influence language instruction
through positive washback, and the FL curriculum would be designed according
to possible communicational needs of the learners rather than some hard-to-attain

native speaker ideals and models.

Listening tests which include both native and nonnative English varieties can be
used in ELT in order to measure to what extent language learners can
communicate successfully in intercultural encounters (Ockey & French, 2014).
Ockey and French, however, draw attention to the dilemma between testing
listening skills from an ELF perspective, on one hand, and concerns about the
fairness of ELF-informed listening tests, on the other. The use of diverse English
accents in listening tests can be defended on the grounds that language learners
will be better prepared for diverse contexts where English is used as a lingua
franca (Galloway & Rose, 2014; Ockey & French, 2014). Taylor (2006) does not
think that ELF tests will replace traditional ones; instead, she predicts, native and
nonnative varieties will go on co-existing in testing practices. Prodromou (2008),
however, holds an opposing view to Taylor’s and Jenkins’ (2007) on the issue of
ELF in language tests. In fact, he questions the very existence of ELF norms let
alone whether they can be used in the design of language tests. Thus,
Prodromou’s discussions imply that he is not in favor of modifying language tests
in accordance with ELF norms. As for research on ELF listening tests,
Abeywickrama’s (2013) study revealed no significant difference in terms of the
test takers’ performance on a listening test for academic purposes when scores
from native and nonnative English listening passages were compared.
Nevertheless, the participants of Abeywickrama’s study reported a preference for

the use of only native English varieties in listening tests.
2.6.1.2 ELT Teacher Education from an ELF-Informed PC Perspective

Although English is acknowledged as a lingua franca, there is not enough debate

about how to prepare teacher candidates for this new perspective (Sifakis, 2007).
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Sifakis notes that this lack of interest partly results from the major ELF scholars’
(e.g., Jenkins, 2007, 2012; Seidlhofer, 2004, 2013) belief that no specific
suggestions can be made for teacher education until more data are collected and
analyzed. According to Jenkins (2006a), one of the reasons why the ELF
perspective has not yet affected the ELT practice at the desired level is that
teacher education programs do not grasp the significance of this new perspective,

and they thereby do not attach the due importance to the issue.

Suzuki (2010) argues that every component of teacher education programs must
develop in teacher candidates a true appreciation of diversity. Suzuki warns,
however, that language learners’ strong beliefs about the superiority of native
varieties (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway & Rose, 2012; Jenkins,
2007) are the main obstacles that prevent learners from understanding and
approving linguistic and cultural diversity. Seidlhofer (2004) suggests that it
should be a primary concern for teacher educators to raise language teacher
candidates’ awareness regarding the ELF perspective, so that they can take better
decisions in the light of this new perspective about which cultures and English
varieties to include in lessons. Similarly, Jenkins (2006a) argues that teacher
educators should develop a true understanding of the ELF perspective before
embarking on a change in their classroom practices to raise language learners’
awareness regarding cultural and linguistic diversity. At this point, it is the
responsibility of every language teacher to reflect on their own experiences to see
the effects of English learning on their thoughts and behaviors. According to
Jenkins, self- reflection will help them realize how learning a language influences

identity.

Sifakis (2007) draws attention to the need for a general ELF teacher education
framework to serve to the purpose of informing and sensitizing language teachers
about ELF issues. According to Sifakis’framework, teacher candidates become
familiar with the common characteristics of ELF discourse through exposure to a
variety of authentic spoken ELF discourse, which includes as much nonnative-
nonnative communication as possible in addition to native-nonnative and native-
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native samples, for the purpose of raising their awareness concerning ELF
discourse. The redesigning process of teacher education programs should also
take into consideration “language variation and change, the relationship between
language and identity, the importance of social-psychological factors in
intercultural communication” (Seidlhofer, 2004, p. 228). From this aspect,
teachers cannot solely rely on their existing knowledge without doing much for
their self-development mandated by the continuously changing world. Arikan’s
(2011) study reveals that Turkish EFL teacher candidates consider their linguistic
knowledge sufficient but cultural knowledge (regarding the target culture)
insufficient. Therefore, teacher education programs should be restructured, so that
they can prepare teachers who can adapt the ELF perspective to the needs of their

learners by drawing the right sort of conclusions from the recent discussions in

ELF and PC (Dirba, 2007).
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CHAPTER 3

METHOD

3.0 Overview of the Chapter

This chapter begins with an explanation of the pilot study and continues with a
detailed description of the main study. The research design, settings and
participants are introduced first. Then, both quantitative and qualitative data
collection instruments and procedures are described in detail. A description of the
materials is provided next. The chapter ends with data analysis methods and

procedures.
3.1 Pilot Study
Piloting of Proteophilic Competence Survey (PCS)

The initial version of the Proteophilic Competence Survey (PCS) (see Appendix
A) was piloted on 411 ELF teacher candidates who were enrolled in the ELT
Program of Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University in April 2013. The data were
entered into the SPSS and a factor analysis procedure was followed (initial
component analysis through varimax). Bartlett Test of Sphericity demonstrated
that the data were suitable for factor analysis (p<.05) (see Appendix B for the

results of this factor analysis).

The initial factor analysis revealed 10 different factors. However, many of these

factors were represented by only one or two items in the piloted PCS. Therefore,
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they were deleted for consistency of the scale. The remaining 23 items were
grouped into four categories. The regrouped four categories and the items they

refer to in the finalized PCS are given in Table 1.

Table 1. Regrouped Four Categories of PC and Corresponding Items in PCS

Factor | Factor Title Explanation Corresponding
# Items in PCS
1 Perceptions regarding the Realizing that all individuals are multicultural 1-7

complexity of the individual | and complex.
2 Perceptions regarding Accepting the dynamic nature and fluidity of 8-13
culture culture.
Sociability and friend Willingness to communicate effectively with 14-18
3 choice others, more specifically people who are
different from the speaker himself/herself.
Perception of diversity and variety as
Respecting diversity and enriching, and avoiding ethnocentric, racist, 19-23
4 avoiding stereotypes xenophobic comments and thoughts about

one’s culture or identity.

The finalized version of this scale had a Cronbach’s Alpha value of a=.70 over 23

items, which is sufficient in terms of reliability (Nunnaly & Bernstein, 1994).
Piloting of English Varieties Attitude Survey (EVAS)

The English Varieties Attitude Survey (EVAS) was developed from Miyagi
(2006). The revised and adapted version of Miyagi’s original scale was piloted on
120 students in May 2013. Out of the 120 participants, 73 were females
(approximately 60%) and 47 (approximately 40%) were males, who were all
studying at the ELT Department as freshman year students during the period of
data collection. The participants’ ages varied from 19 to 27, but the great majority

of them (82%) were within the 19-22 age group.
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The initial version of the scale (see Appendix H) was administered in English. It
contained 8 items on a 5 point Likert’s scale ranging from strongly disagree (1) to
strongly agree (5). During piloting, however, it was seen that the students had
difficulty with a 5-point scale due to the reaction time allocated to each listening
sample. Therefore, the scale was revised to contain a 3-point scale ranging from
disagree (1) to agree (3) for each item. Besides, three of the items were not
included in the revised version on the grounds that they were irrelevant. Some of
the participants also reported difficulty understanding the survey items in English,
which led the researcher to translate the scale into Turkish for the main study. The
results from the piloted EVAS are not reported here to save space. Since it went
through certain revisions too, the findings of the pilot study may not be directly

relevant to the main study.
Piloting of English as a Lingua Franca Opinion Survey (ELFOS)

The English as a Lingua Franca Opinion Survey (ELFOS), as adapted from
Miyagi (2006), was piloted on the same 120 students (see Appendix E for the
piloted version). In fact, the two surveys (EVAS and ELFOS) were given together
as one questionnaire in English. Similar problems were observed with the piloting
of ELFOS. More specifically, the participants had difficulty understanding some
of the items. Therefore, the questionnaire was translated into Turkish for the main
study. Besides, there were some open-ended questions in the piloted version,
which were omitted in the finalized ELFOS due to the fact that more
comprehensive instruments of qualitative data collection were used in the main
study such as interviews and written reports. Thereby, the total number of items in

ELFOS was reduced to six in the revised version.

Certain problems were determined regarding the co-administration of EVAS and
ELFOS within the same questionnaire, such as the possibility of ELFOS items
affecting the participants’ reactions to the listening samples in EVAS. Therefore,
the two questionnaires were separated from each other for the main study. The 5-

point Likert’s scale was preserved, considering that students would have plenty of
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time when ELFOS was given separately in the main study. The results from the
piloted ELFOS are not reported here to avoid confusion. Besides, the scale went
through revisions, thereby, rendering the findings of the pilot study unimportant at
this point.

Piloting of Listening Comprehension Test (LCT)

To prepare the Listening Comprehension Test (LCT), the listening passages were
carefully selected from the website of English Listening Library Online
(wwwe.elllo.org). A total of 10 excerpts were used. Half of these passages were of
intercultural nature with dialogs between people from expanding circle countries
only. The remaining 5 passages, on the other hand, were chosen from among the
inner circle listening samples. Five multiple choice questions were prepared for
each listening passage. The native and nonnative passages were placed in the test
interchangeably. That is, the first passage was a dialog between two native
speakers, and the next one was a dialog of nonnative speakers, and the third
passage again contained a conversation between two native speakers. The
variational placing of the native and nonnative passages was done in order to
prevent possible fatigue-related effects that might have appeared at later stages of

the test.

The test was administered on 119 students as the final listening exam of the first
year course ‘Listening and Pronunciation II’ in June, 2013. The scores from the
piloting were entered into SPSS. The items were analyzed for inconsistency
through the technique of item analysis. Five problematic-looking multiple choice
items were replaced with new ones. However, it was seen that there was no
normal distribution according to the tests of normality. Therefore, the test was
further revised by additional listening passages and more challenging questions
about the remaining passages. Besides, based on timing and ambiguity-related
problems that appeared during the pilot administration, pictures and names of the

speakers were added to the test to make it clearer for students to follow (a native
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native sample and a nonnative one from the finalized LCT are provided in

Appendix L).
Piloting of Classroom Procedures

The classroom procedures were piloted on the freshman students five months
before the main study at the same ELT department where the main study was

conducted, as will be explained in the coming section.

As a requirement of the first year Listening and Pronunciation II course, the
students gave presentations about different world cultures and there were critical
discussions about the nature/fluidity of culture. In one sections of the course, the
target culture perspective was adopted. The students chose cultural topics related
to the cultures of inner-circle countries and presented them in a transfer-of-facts
manner. In the other group, there were critical intercultural discussions followed

by intercultural presentations.

Certain problems were detected during the piloting of these procedures. The
biggest problem was that despite several warnings about avoiding stereotyping,
the students were observed to have strong inclinations to stereotype cultures and
people, and also tended not to be very critical of their cultural knowledge and
attitudes. The researcher had told the students to do their best to fight prejudice
about different cultures and people. However, almost 80% of the presenters in
both groups followed a very traditional way of handling culture by focusing only
on the cuisine, clothes, and lifestyles of other people. In this respect, they
preferred to follow a culturalist approach rather than a critical interculturalist one.
Since the participants of the pilot study preferred to adopt a rather cultural facts-
based approach, more critical questions were devised to be used in the main study.
Besides, the researcher decided to be more active in the main study as the
instructor of the course to lead students to be critical of their outlooks regarding

the cultural issues under discussion.
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3.2 Main Study
The research design, setting, participants, data collection procedures and
instruments are explained in this section. The findings from each data collection

tool are presented in tables and figures.
3.2.1 Research Design

A quasi-experimental research design with repeated measures was used to collect
the data. The data were collected and analyzed through both qualitative and

quantitative means for within-subjects and between-subjects comparisons.

The quasi-experimental research design was chosen both for practical concerns,
and also due to possible problems that might have resulted from distorting the
existing groups and regrouping them for research purposes. The literature reveals
the advantages of preserving the intact groups in terms of classroom dynamics
(e.g., Hatch & Lazarton, 1991). To put it more clearly, it was assumed that the
collected data would be more reliable if the participants stayed in their normal
sections because they were expected to behave more naturally in the absence of

foreign students in class.

A total of 83 students participated in the study. The three groups, which were the
intact sections of the freshman ELT students, were assigned the roles of two
experimental groups and one control group. Preperatory class attendance status of
the participants was taken into consideration as a criterion to determine the control
group. More specifically, one section of the course hosted the majority of the
students (N=29 out of 34) who had previously attended the departmental prep
class, and it was assigned the role of control group. The experimental groups,
which were the culturalist group (CG) and interculturalist group (IG), were similar
in terms of the number of students who had attended the prep class; that is the
overwhelming majority of the experimental group students (N=44 out of 49) had
not attended the prep class. Therefore, the assignment was made randomly

between the experimental groups. To put it more clearly, the remaining two
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sections of the course Listening and pronunciation I were assigned the roles of CG

and IG in a random way.

The experimental groups took the treatment of semester-long native-
speakerist/culturalist and critical ELF-informed/interculturalist practices
respectively. The control group (COG), on the other hand, did not take any
culture-related instruction or listening practice but the students in this group were
only exposed to English phonetics with inner circle norms. More specifically, they

studied the phonetic rules of the Received Pronunciation (RP).

In order to collect the quantitative data, the three groups were compared with each
other according to their pre/post PCS, EVAS, ELFOS and LCT scores.
MANOVA, post-hoc tests, bivariate correlation analysis and descriptive analyses
were carried out on the collected quantitative data on SPSS v.20 for Windows.
Some of the participants (N=23) from the three groups were selected according to
their PCS scores (an approximately equal number of participants with lower and
higher scores); and further interviewed about their views regarding a number of
PC-related topics on the second weekend of the experiment in order to get a
deeper understanding about their opinions about PC and ELF. The interviews
were administered in Turkish, recorded, and most important points were
transcribed and translated into English. The authenticity of the translated

transcriptions was verified by each interviewee for reliability concerns.

An important source of the qualitative data was the aforementioned interviews.
The study also made use of written reports from the participants. At the beginning
of the semester, all of the participants wrote paragraphs on three PC-related
topics; and at the end of the semester, all participants wrote reconsideration
paragraphs on their initial opinions, and only the experimental group students
wrote additional course evaluation paragraphs. These paragraphs were analyzed to
get a clear picture of the participants’ initial opinions about different dimensions
of PC and ELF, and to determine their level of satisfaction with the culturalist vs.

interculturalist classroom practices and listening materials of the course.
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The qualitative data were later matched with the quantitative data in order to draw
certain conclusions about the effectiveness of PCS, EVAS, and ELFOS, which
were used as quantitative to measure the participants’ PC levels. To put it more
clearly, it was considered that overlaps or parallels between the quantitative data
from these instruments and the qualitative data from the interviews and written
reports would have certain implications for PC, its assessment, and its relation

with ELF discussions.
3.2.2 Research Site and Participants

In this section, the site of the study and participants are described. To this
end, detailed information is provided about the participants in addition to a short

description of the institution where the study was conducted.
3.2.2.1 Setting

The study was conducted at the ELT Department of Canakkale Onsekiz Mart
University. The University was founded in 1992 as a state university in the
Canakkale Province of Turkey. At the time of data collection, the ELT department
was one of the oldest departments in the university with more than 400 students
enrolled in the undergraduate program. As a state university, it gives education to

students from a variety of backgrounds.
3.2.2.2 Participants

A total 83 freshman year EFL teacher candidates participated in the study. 63 of
them were female and 20 were male. In order to be accepted to the program, they
had all taken the nationwide university entrance exam with a separate English
proficiency test (the YDS Exam). The participants had also taken and passed the
English proficiency exam of the department at the beginning of the semester.
Some of the participants (N=34) had previously attended the prep class, but the
majority of them (N=49) became the students of the department in their first year.

The study were conducted on three separate groups of students who had
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previously been placed in three sections of the course ‘Listening and

Pronunciation I’, as 1/A (N=29), 1/B (N=28), and 1/C (N=26).

Section 1/A was assigned the role of control group in the study because all of the
students in this class had attended the prep class. The other two groups were the
experimental groups of the study: 1/B was the CG and 1/C the IG. Only five of
the students in class 1/B had attended the prep class, and none of the students in
class 1/C had taken the preparatory education offered by the department. In other
words, the two experimental groups were similar in terms of their prep class
attendance status. In order to ensure group similarity, all of the three groups went
through a preliminary comparison through ANOVA according to their pre PCS,
EVAS, ELFOS, and LCT scores. The results of the preliminary analysis verified
the statistical equivalence of the groups. The participants’ social and regional
backgrounds were kept beyond the scope of this study. However, it should be
noted that like the other state universities in Turkey, COMU hosts students from

all around Turkey.

All of the participants were within the 18-25 age-group. The data about ‘age’ and
gender’ variables were only used for descriptive analysis on the grounds that they
were assumed to be out of the scope of this study. Besides, analyzing the variables
of gender and age from a deterministic point of view would be in contradiction
with the aims of this study because the researcher agrees with the arguments that
suggest just like cultural background and identity, gender, is socially constructed,
shaped and reshaped continuously through encounters with others. In this respect,
it cannot be treated as a variable with binary values (male vs. female only) for

deeper analysis.
3.2.3 Data Collection Instruments and Procedures

A variety of qualitative and quantitative data collection tools were designed and
used in the study. Both quantitative and qualitative data collection tools were used
in order to ensure the triangulation of the data. For the quantitative phase of the

study, all participants initially took the PCS to determine their PC level before the
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experiment, and EVAS in order to determine their attitudes towards native and
non-native English varieties. The participants also took the ELFOS, which
contained a total of 6 questions concerning the current position of English in
today’s world, and the students’ perceptions about it. Additionally, the
participants’ LC was tested by means of the LCT, which contained listening

passages from both native and nonnative English varieties.

The same quantitative instruments were given at the end of the semester as the
post means of data collection. The scores from the experimental groups and
control group were compared with each other through MANOVA in order to see
the overall effects of the intervention; that is, the impact of the different
procedures followed and materials used in the course, as well as their interaction
with each other. Both independent samples (between subjects), and repeated
measures (within subjects) techniques of data analysis were used for better
interpretation of the results. More specifically, the three groups were compared
with each other by means of their pre/post PCS, EVAS, ELFOS, and LCT scores
through several parametric tests. In addition to these quantitative data collection
instruments, interviews and written reports were used to collect qualitative data,

as will be explained in the coming sections.
3.2.3.1 Proteophilic Competence Survey (PCS)

The PCS (see Appendix C for the main study version of this scale) was designed
by the researcher in accordance with the five components of PC suggested by
Dervin (2006). These five elements can be summarized as respecting diversity
(seeing diversity and variety as enriching), accepting the fluid nature of culture,
willingness to communicate effectively with others (especially with people who
are different from the speaker himselt/herself), realizing that all individuals are
multicultural and complex, and finally avoiding ethnocentric, racist, xenophobic
comments and thoughts about other people’s culture and identity. A closer
reading of these five elements reveals that some of the elements are overlapping

such as the first one and the last one; besides the second and fourth items in the
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list are also similar. The researcher placed the overlapping and similar items in the
same category, considering that they are the same in essence and designed the

PCS accordingly.

The PCS was piloted four months before the main study, as explained in ‘the pilot
study’ section of the chapter. The four factors that appeared as a result of the
factor analysis of the piloted initial version of PCS (see the discussions in the
‘pilot study’ section of the chapter) were matched with the regrouped four
categories. Both the initial and finalized versions of the scale were checked by a
colleague in the ELT department for consistency; and minor corrections were

made accordingly in terms of wording and spelling.
Reliability of PCS

The reliability tests of both pre and post implementation of the scale revealed PCS
as a reliable tool to measure the participants’ PC level. The Cronbach’s Alpha
value of the pre-PCS was found to be a=.70 over 23 items. Besides, the same
Alpha value was attained both in the pilot study and pre-PCS again indicating the
reliability of the scale between different administrations. The reliability value for
the post administration of PCS was even higher (0=.79). The recurring o>.70
values verify that the PCS is a reliable quantitative instrument to measure level of

PC.
3.2.3.2 English Varieties Attitude Survey (EVAS)

The EVAS was adapted from Miyagi (2006). She used the instrument in her study
to collect data about her participants’ attitudes towards different English varieties.
The original version of the inventory is reported to have a reliability value of
a=.87. However, the instrument went through major changes and revisions before
being used in the main study. It was translated into Turkish, and the translation
was checked for accuracy and appropriateness by a colleague from the ELT

department. The technique of backtranslation was utilized effectively to meet
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possible validity/reliability-related concerns (see Appendix I for the main study

version of EVAS).

Discussions about the relationship between PC and ELF have already been
reported in the literature review chapter. To these ends, EVAS was redesigned to
determine the participants’ attitudes towards different English varieties as a
supplementary component of the PCS. To put it more clearly, the main reason for
using the EVAS in this study was to support Baker’s (2009) and Dirba’s (2007)
assertion that ELF attitudes is a natural component of interculturality. Besides, the
common sense also points to the existence of such a relationship. After all, an
important element of PC is to be compatible with cultural and linguistic
differences by perceiving them as resulting not from national groupings but from
individuals themselves. From this aspect, it is clear that PC requires respecting all

differences including the linguistic ones, as in the case of English varieties.

EVAS investigated the participants’ reactions towards both native and nonnative
English varieties in three sections, which reflected the categories of Kachru (1985,
1992) in his famous three-circle Model of WE. To these ends, samples of English
varieties were selected and downloaded from the Speech Accent Archive provided
by George Mason University at http://accent.gmu.edu (Weinberger, 2014). This

archive currently offers 2021 samples (as of November 18, 2014), all of which
were provided voluntarily by people from different regions of the World. All of

the contributors read the same following text but with their own personal accents.

Please call Stella. Ask her to bring these things with her from the store: Six
spoons of fresh snow peas, five thick slabs of blue cheese, and maybe a
snack for her brother Bob. We also need a small plastic snake and a big toy
frog for the kids. She can scoop these things into three red bags, and we
will go meet her Wednesday at the train station.
The website provides a detailed description of each contributor, as well as the
phonetic transcription for each sample, both of which help researchers to choose

the most appropriate samples according to the accent differences in each
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contributor’s speech. According to the claim of the project designers (as directly

quoted from their website):

The speech accent archive is established to uniformly exhibit a large set of
speech accents from a variety of language backgrounds. Native and non-
native speakers of English all read the same English paragraph and are
carefully recorded. (Weinberger, 2014, http://accent.gmu.edu/about.php)

Besides, as explained under the ‘how to’ tab of the same website, the recited
paragraph “uses common English words, but contains a variety of difficult
English sounds and sound sequences”, and also it “contains practically all of the

sounds of English” (Weinberger, 2014, http://accent.gmu.edu/howto.php).

There are a few speech achieves on the Internet. The reason for choosing this
particular one is that it has a creative commons license. Therefore, the content
could be used for research purposes without any copyright concerns. It was also
believed by the researcher that this achieve would perfectly serve to the purposes
of the present study with its detailed sample search engine, as well as its relatively
large number of samples that gave the researcher the control to choose the most
appropriate samples to be reflective of the categories in the Kachruvian Model of
WE. Thanks to this detailed search facility, it was possible to select the language
samples according to a number of criteria. The meticulous sample selection
procedure served, above all, to the purpose of eliminating any possible unwanted
interfering factors. By controlling the age group of the contributors, their duration
of stay in an English-speaking country, and the method they used while learning
English, the most suitable and appropriate samples were selected. Besides, the

length of each recording was taken into consideration.

All in all, a total of 12 samples were selected. All of the samples were selected
from among the ones recited by only male contributors within the age category of
19-35. In other words, the youngest contributor was 19, and the oldest one was 35
years old. Another criterion concerned only the nonnative samples; and it was the
length of the contributor’s stay in an English-speaking country. In this respect,

only the samples provided by the people who had stayed in an inner circle country
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for a maximum of 6 months were selected. Besides, it was ensured that all of the
outer and expanding circle contributors were coming from different mother
tongue backgrounds; and they had reportedly learned English through academic
means, not by exposure to some native-speaker models. Thus, it was assured that
the English varieties used by these participants were a result of learning in
academic settings rather than acquisition in natural environments where English is
used as a part of daily life. The final criterion applied in the selection of the
language samples was the length of the samples. Considering that, the speed of
the reader and quality of recitation would influence the participants’ perceptions,
only the high quality samples within a range of 18-26 seconds recording time
were selected. Thus, it was assured that the language samples would be within an
acceptable speed and quality limit (see Appendix K for more details about the

features of each sample).

For the purpose of creating a balanced distribution of the samples, four samples
were selected from each of the three circles in the Kachruvian Model. From the
inner circle, samples from Canada, the USA, the UK and Australia were selected;
from the outer circle, samples from India, Indonesia, Tanzania, and the
Philippines were selected; and finally from the expanding circle, samples from

Japan, Turkey, Russia and Morocco were selected.

The varieties were distributed equally throughout the survey. In other words, first
an inner circle variety was introduced, and then an outer circle variety; finally an
expanding circle variety was placed. After the first set of English varieties, the
second set came, again starting with an inner circle variety. The participants were
not provided with detailed information about the identities of the sample
providers, in order to prevent the effect of possible stereotypes about the speakers
of those varieties. In other words, they had no idea about the origin of each
variety, but they only attended to each sample, and marked a total of 5 items about

the sample immediately after listening to it.
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Reliability of EVAS

The reliability scores of the revised EVAS reveal that it is a highly reliable
instrument to collect data about learner attitudes towards different English
varieties. The reliability analysis on the pre administration of EVAS revealed a
Cronbach’s Alpha value of 0=.87 over 60 items, which was the same as the
reliability value of Miyagi’s (2006) original scale. The reliability analysis on the
post implementation data of the survey yielded even a higher reliability score
(0=.92). The relatively high reliability scores indicate that the EVAS is an
appropriate tool of data collection to find out about learner attitudes towards

inner, outer, and expanding circle English varieties.
Data Collection Procedures through EVAS

As for the data collection procedures through EVAS, the students were required to
mark the five items followed by each listening sample. Before the implementation
of EVAS, the participants were given 2 minutes to go through the items, and some
explanations were provided orally by the researcher to ensure that they had
understood what was required of them. Once they started to listen to the samples,
they were given only 20 seconds to mark the five items after each sample, so that
the undesired effect of possible environmental factors would be eliminated. To put
it more clearly, the reaction time was purposefully kept under control to make
sure that the participants marked the items intuitionally rather than as a result of a
long thinking process, as Miyagi (2006) suggests, or else under the influence of
their peers’ reactions. The participants marked a total of 20 items for each of the
three variety sets; and since the ‘agree’ option was equal to 3 points, the

maximum score they could get from each variety set was 60.
3.2.3.3 ELF Opinion Survey (ELFOS)

Another important tool which was also adapted with major revisions from Miyagi
(2006) was ELFOS (see Appendix F for the main study version of ELFOS). This

instrument was expected to yield important data about the students’ opinions
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regarding the role of English in today’s globalized world. The tool was also
important to see in what direction these opinions would change after the

intervention.
3.2.3.4 Listening Comprehension Test (LCT)

Before the experiment, a comprehensive listening comprehension test with a
variety of inner, outer and expanding circle (Kachru, 1985, 1992) listening
passages was administered on all of the participants in order to determine their
initial level of L2 LC as regards to both native and nonnative English varieties.
The same test was given after the expriment to find out about the possible changes
in the participants’ LCT scores in terms of different English varieties to see
whether the intervention had affected their achievement in a particular way for
any particular variety type. More specifically, the post administration of the LCT
aimed to determine whether or not those who had been exposed to native varieties
only (the CG) would score higher from the inner circle listening passages, and
those who had been mainly exposed to the nonnative varieties (the IG) would
score higher from the nonnative ones. Thus, any changes in terms of the
participants’ LCT scores could be attributed to the type of instruction given and

materials used during the intervention.

The procedures for the preparation of the LCT are explained in the pilot study
section. After the revisions on the piloted version, the finalized LCT was checked
by a colleague for consistency and spelling mistakes. Once the researcher ensured
that the LCT was ready to be used as a part of the main study in terms of both face
validity and content, it was copied and enveloped to be used in the main study

(see Appendix L for the LCT samples).
3.2.3.5 Interviews

Semi-structured interviews were carried out with 23 of the participants from all of
the three groups. The interviews were exploratory and descriptive in nature. They

were mainly focused on the regrouped four components of PC. The questions
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were originally prepared in Turkish by taking into consideration Dervin’s (2006)
five elements of PC. The interviews, like the PCS, aimed to address the suggested
PC components because it was believed that one could analyze the participants’
PC level at a deeper and more precise manner by means of qualitative data as
suggested by Dervin (2006, 2010) and Dirba (2007). In other words, it was hoped
that both the quantitative data from the PCS and qualitative data from the
interviews would triangulate the collected data for a more sound analysis of the
participants’ PC level. To be more specific, the participants’ awareness of and
attitudes toward cultural differences and diversity, as well as to what extent they
were acquinted with the fluid and changing nature of culture, and the possible
stereotypical beliefs they had about other people were all investigated by means of
the interview questions (see Appendix S for the original Turkish version and

Appendix T for the English translation of the interview questions).

The interviewed participants were selected according to their pre PCS scores. In
this way, the researcher could determine the possible connection between their
PCS scores and opinions on the PC-related issues, including their attitudes
towards English varieties and their use for instructional purposes. Initially, a total
of 26 students were selected. An equal number of students were chosen from each
group, that is, half of them (N=13) were the top scorers of PCS, and the other half
(N=13) were the bottom scorers. However, 2 students from the top-score group
and 1 from the buttom-score group notified that they could not attend the meeting
due to personal excuses. Considering that the number of the available students
was enough, and that the possibility of some absentees had been pre-calculated,
the students who could not attend the interviews at the scheduled time were not
re-called at a later time. An interview program was prepared for two consecutive
days on the second weekend of the experiment. The program was announced
through the contact information that had been collected previously. The time
window allocated for each student was stated clearly on the program. The
questions were sent to the email address of each interviewee one day before the

interview. They were however warned not to search the Internet for the answers
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because the main purpose of the interview was to explore their own opinions on
the specified issues. Thereby, they had enough time to go through the questions
before the interview, but they did not have much time to make a detailed search

about them.

The interviews were administered face-to-face and in Turkish in a vacant
classroom in the faculty premises, and recorded by means of a sound recording
software for further analysis. Each interview lasted between 12-15 minutes. Every
possible precaution was taken to avoid leading questions or gestures to ensure the
maximum level of reliability of the results. There was a 5-10 minute break
between each interview to reduce the possibility of mental and physical fatigue

that might influence the researcher’s performance.
3.2.3.6 Written Reports

In addition to the quantitative data collection tools, three types of written reports
were used to collect qualitative data: pre paragraphs, post reconsideration
paragraphs and course evaluation paragraphs. These instruments yielded useful
first-hand data about the participants’ initial opinions on a number of PC-related

issues, as well as how the intervention affected these opinions.
3.2.3.6.1 Pre-Paragraphs

All of the participants wrote paragraphs on three PC-related topics at the
beginning of the semester. The questions under each topic were related to the five
components of PC (Dervin, 2006, 2010). More specifically, the topics contained
a number of questions that addressed the students’ role models and preferences in
their language learning process based on 1) a hypothetical situation about what
country they would choose to improve their English 2) their ease of adaptation to
new situations, and attitudes towards diversity based on a hypothetical situation
about their criteria for friend selection in a foreign cosmopolitan city, and finally
3) their perceptions regarding culture, the definition and qualities of culture and

its place in the language classroom (see Appendix R for the pre-paragraph topics).
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3.2.3.6.2 Post Reconsideration Paragraph

All of the participants were given copies of their pre-paragraphs at the end of the
semester to reconsider them for a second time, and report any changes in their
initial opinions. In other words, they were asked to give reasons for any possible
changes in their thoughts and attitudes regarding the same three topics. The
reconsideration paragraphs were analyzed to find out about any changes in the
participants’ opinions and attitudes that could be attributed to the effect of the

intervention.
3.2.3.6.3 Couse Evaluation Paragraph

At the end of the semester, the students in both experimental groups wrote
paragraphs to make an overall evaluation of the course in terms of the classroom
procedures followed and materials used in the course. These paragraphs were
analyzed to find out about their level of satisfaction with the culturalist vs.
interculturalist classroom practices and course materials used during the

experiment.
3.2.4 Materials

The listening passages used in the experimental groups were carefully selected
from the website of English Listening Library Online (www.elllo.org), and, two
separate listening textbooks were prepared. The one with the predominantly
nonnative listening passages was used in the IG (see Appendix N for a sample
unit from the listening coursepack of 1G) whereas the one with only native
English listening passages was used in the CG (see Appendix M for a sample unit
from the listening coursepack of CG). A phonetics textbook, which was based on
RP pronunciation rules, was prepared and used in the COG. All of the listening
excerpts used in the CG were native English varieties whereas the majority of the
listening passages (approximately 80%) used in the IG were nonnative ones. In
the IG, the native listening passages were only used when the dialog was between

a NS and a NNS. In other words, in approximately 20% of all the listening
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passages in the IG coursepack, the participants were exposed to native Englishes,
including Australian, New Zealand, Irish, and Canada etc. Englishes, but these
varieties were also reflective of ELF because they consisted of native-nonnative
dialogs. As Jenkins (2007) suggests, “ELF does not stop being ELF if inner or
outer circle members happen to be present” (p. 2). From this aspect, the existence
of native varieties together with nonnative ones in the IG did not distort the ELF-
informed nature of this group. Different images were selected and placed carefully
in both textbooks too to be reflective of the culturalist vs. interculturalist practices

in the course.
3.2.5 Data Collection Procedures

Each of the three groups met once a week for the 135-minute course session.
Since the researcher had been offering the course ‘Listening and Pronunciation I’
for the past five years at the time of the study, he was quite familiar with the
course, as well as the faculty environment and general student profile in the
department. In the IG, the instruction was critical, process-oriented and student-
centered rather than depending only on the transfer of the so-called cultural facts
without questioning the significance of these facts for the changing world. On the
other hand, the activities in the CG followed the traditional facts-transmission
orientated culture teaching procedures, which only focused on the cultures of
inner circle countries. Whereas critical focus group discussions were carried out in
the IG, the participants in the CG only exchanged what they learned from the
presentations. In other words, the discussions in the CG were more like the
revision of the information transferred through the presentation on a given target
culture topic. All in all, the activities were similar in both experimental groups on
the surface level but they differed greatly in terms of their content, aim, and

scope.

Critical thinking was purposefully avoided in the CG. Unlike in the IG, there was
no critical analysis of the presentation topics in terms of their significance in

today’s globalized world, but only the transfer of some cultural and linguistic
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elements and facts about native speaking countries were provided. The researcher
was, however, well aware of the fact that it was impossible to keep all critical
questioning away from an English course, because cultural issues sometimes
automatically lead to critical discussions. Therefore, any critical questions that
happened to arise during the activities were not dealt with explicitly in the CG. As
for the listening exercises, only native varieties were used in the CG, as it is
usually the case in a traditional ELT classroom (see Dogangay-Aktuna, 2005). On
the other hand, the participants in the IG were exposed to a number of both native
and nonnative varieties through their specially prepared textbook. Listening

exercises were altogether avoided in the COG.
3.2.5.1 Detailed Classroom Procedures

The procedures followed in the experimental groups were based on an adaptation
of Jourdain’s (1998) ‘building connections to culture’ model. In fact, this model
was adapted to this study with minor revisions. In this three-step model, learners
first research information on a given topic; share this information with their peers
through communicative classroom activities; and finally, reflect on the cultural
values with reference to the collected information.To this end, at the beginning of
the semester, the students in both experimental groups were told to form
discussion focus groups of three for culture presentations, and also for focus
group discussions. As Dai (2011) suggests, group work contributes to learner

autonomy.

Each of the 135-minute sessions in the experimental groups started with a brain
storming activity about the culture topic of the week. Then, a group came and
gave a presentation on a pre-specified topic for 25-30 minutes (see Appendix P
for the presentation topic list of the IG and Appendix O for the presentation topics
of the CG). They were allowed to use short videos, audio files, pictures and other
visuals or real objects as they liked to make their presentations more interesting.
Video was especially recommended as an important tool to show people living in

different parts of the word with the reality of their lives; and as such it would help

84



learners to observe diverse cultural behaviors.

Table 2 displays the classroom

procedures that were followed in the same way in each week of the intervention.

Table 2. Weekly Classroom Procedures of the Main Study

Experimental Groups Control Group
Each weekly class Duration Duration
meeting of 11 total Activity Type (min.) Activity Type (min.)
intervention weeks ' )
Brainstorming on the 5-10
culture topic of the week Lectures and
Presentation on the culture 25.30 exercises on RP
1st Session topic of the week phonetics and 60-65
(60-65 minutes) Whole class discussion 5-10 rules of Standard
about the presentation British English
Focus group discussions pronunciation
. 10-15
on the presented topic
15-minute break
Lectures and
exercises on RP
2nd Session Various listening exercises 60-65 phonetics and 60-65
(60-65 minutes) and related discussions rules of Standard
British English
pronunciation

Based on the arguments of Dervin (2006, 2010), and Dirba (2007) regarding the

elements of PC, the |G students were told to:

e Use surprising images and information

¢ Avoid stereotyping and generalizations

¢ Present contrastive perspectives about the same country/community/society

from all around the world

¢ Consider how recent technological developments and globalization have made

people more similar than different

e Focus on the similarities between people more than differences.

e Focus on the individual and individual preferences more

¢ Be critical of their perspectives about the world.

After delivering their presentation, the group members asked a number of
questions about their presentation. Only in the IG, the lecturer supported the

presenters’ questions with critical ones about the topic such as the significance of
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the topic in terms of culture, cultural fluidity, identity shaping, stereotyping,
othering etc, which are linked to the five components of PC, as discussed earlier.
In this way, they could draw links between the topic under discussion and their
experiences as the manifestations of their individual cultures. Then, the students
discussed the topic in their discussion focus groups in the light of the critical
questions posed by the presenters and the instructor for approximately 10-15
minutes. The participants in the CG, on the other hand, were told to exchange in
their focus groups what they had learned about the target culture from the
presentation. To put it more clearly, they simply answered the question: “what
have you learned about the British/American culture from today’s presentation?”

The whole lesson took approximately 60-65 minutes.

After a 15-minute break, this time the lecturer did listening exercises in both
experimental groups. In the IG, the students listened to nonnative personal views
and dialogs by people from a variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds, and
answered the related comprehension questions. They sometimes put themselves in
the speakers’ shoes and discussed the events from their perspectives in a critical
way to establish empathy with the speaker. This second lesson of the weekly
session lasted approximately 60-65 minutes. The same listening procedures were
carried out in the CG, however with only target culture topics and inner circle
listening passages from the culturalist coursepack. As mentioned earlier, there
were no critical activities in this group. In other words, the target culture was
implemented with traditional methods: presentations introduced factual and
stereotypical information about the cultures of English speaking countries, and
learners took this information without questioning it, and discussed what they

learned in an uncritical manner.

The students in both experimental groups also watched a film, and prepared an
assignment about it. The participants in the IG watched a film which was selected
by the researchers as a good and realistic example of intercultural encounters, as

well as the role of English in those encounters. On the other hand, the students of
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the CG were told to watch any movie they liked as long as it took place in an

English speaking country, and only native speakers acted in it.

All these similar procedures followed with different materials in the experimental
groups reveal that the intervention in the IG mainly focused on promoting
awareness in terms of cultural difference and diversity through the critical
inclusion of a multitude of different cultures and English varieties from all around
the world. Based on the related literature (e.g. Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012;
Dervin, 2010), it was assumed that such practice would help students reconsider
with a critical eye and eventually leave aside their cultural stereotypes as well as
lead them to examine their own cultural characteristics in order to better
accommodate cultural diversity in their own lives. In this respect, the classroom
practices in the IG were mainly derived from the social constructivist framework.
More specifically, the participants in this group constructed and reconstructed
their cultural knowledge and awareness through intercultural presentations and
critical whole-class and focus-group discussions. During all these activities, the
participants were encouraged through teacher-led critical questions to examine
their existing cultural beliefs and reconstruct them through interaction with
themselves and other students to make the necessary modifications as required by
a dynamic/fluid perspective of culture, in the hope that it would play a positive
role on their PC. In short, it would not be wrong to say that the IG followed a
comprehensive approach in terms of both cultural (a variety of cultures) and

linguistic (a variety of Englishes) diversity.

As for the students in the COG, they did not do any listening exercises in the
course throughout the semester. They only learned the Standard English Phonetics
from the textbook that was specially prepared for this purpose. More specifically,

the RP was taken as the model and reference point for the phonetics study in this

group.
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3.2.6 Data Analysis Methods and Procedures

As explained in detail in the previous section, the quantitative data from pre/post
PCS, EVAS, ELFOS and LCT were analyzed through a number of parametric
tests on SPSS for Windows, v.20. Both in the pilot study and main study, the
collected numeric data were entered into the SPSS and certain reversions, as
required by some of the items were made on the data. The data were first analyzed
descriptively to get a better picture of each analysis and to notice any possible
errors; and then they were checked for the normality of distribution as a
prerequisite for parametric tests. Once it was ensured that the data had been
entered correctly, and that there was normal distribution, parametric tests such as
MANOVA, ANOVA, t-tests, post-hoc tests and correlations were administered.
The results of these parametric analyses are discussed in the findings section of

the thesis.

As for the qualitative phase of the study, the interviews and written reports were
analyzed carefully. The data were grouped to derive certain conclusions about
what the participants reported regarding the different components of PC; and
whether their opinions and attitudes changed in any way at the end of the
experiment. The recorded interviews were analyzed and the relevant important
points were transcribed. Since the interviews were conducted in Turkish, the
sections of them that are reported in this thesis were translated into English by the
researcher and the translations were checked by a colleague. The participants were
then asked to verify that they had actually meant what was written in the
translated transcription (See Appendix U for the original interview quotations and
their English translations). In other words, the researcher took every possible
precaution to meet the possible concerns regarding the validity and reliability of
the qualitative oral and written data. The qualitative findings were then matched
with the quantitative ones for consistency, and analyzed for similarities and

differences, which are explained in detail in the coming ‘findings’ chapter.
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CHAPTER 4

FINDINGS

4.0 Overview of the Chapter

In this chapter, the findings of the main study are reported. First of all,
information about the statistical equivalence of the groups is provided. Then, the
findings regarding the correlational relationship between PC and ELF attitudes are
explained. An overall analysis of the experiment is made through MANOVA in
terms of both within-subjects contrasts and between-subjects effects. The
MANOVA analyses are followed by one-sample t-test analyses on different
sections of EVAS and LCT. After that, a descriptive analysis of the ELFOS is
reported. The chapter ends with the qualitative analyses of the interviews and

written reports.
4.1 Equality of Groups in Time 1

The three groups were compared with each through ANOVA according to their
pre LCT, PCS and EVAS scores. The results did not indicate any significant
difference between the groups. In other words, the groups were statistically equal
(p>.05) before the experiment (Time 1 after this point) on all of the three
variables to be investigated quantitatively. Thereby, any differences that might
appear when the same instruments were given after the experiment (Time 2 after
this point) could be interpreted as resulting from the effects of the intervention;

that is, as the effects of different instructional practices and materials used in each
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group. The ANOVA results that indicate the statistical equality of the groups are

given in Table 3.

Table 3. ANOVA Results Indicating the Statistical Equality of Groups in Time 1

Sum of df | Mean Square F
Squares
Between Groups 78.79 2 39.39 1.33 .269
Pre-LCT 'Within Groups 2357.71 80 29.47
Total 2436.5 82
Between Groups 291.07 2 145.53 1.69 .190
Pre-PCS 'Within Groups 6868.92 80 85.86
Total 7160.00 82
Between Groups 826.28 2 413.14 1.68 191
Pre-EVAS 'Within Groups 19572.12 80 244.65
Total 20398.41 82
Tests of normality
The results of the normality tests are displayed in Table 4.
Table 4. Results of Normality Tests
Kolmogorov-Smirnov Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df p Statistic df
Pre LCT .092 83 .078 .987 83 543
Pre PCS .048 83 .200 .990 83 781
Pre ELFOS .051 83 .200 .980 83 236
Post LCT .074 83 .200 974 83 .091
Post PCS .064 83 .200 981 83 264
Post ELFOS .060 83 .200 983 83 358

When the distributions of the pre and post LCT, PCS and EVAS scores were

checked with the Kolmogorov-Smirnov and Shapiro-Wilk tests of normality,

normal distribution was found at all of the six measures under investigation

(p>.05). Therefore, the data were available for the use of parametric tests.
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4.2 Correlational Support for the PC and ELF Attitudes Relationship

Since an important assumption of this study is that there is a relationship between
PC and attitudes towards English varieties (see Dirba, 2007), the pre/post PCS
scores were correlated with the pre/post EVAS scores through a Pearson’s
Correlation analysis in order to reveal the possible relationship between these two
variables. Both in Time 1 and Time 2, significant relationship was determined.
However, the level of significance was higher in Time 2, probably due to the
impact of the experiment. Therefore, both for the sake of clarity, and due to the
higher significance value, the correlation results only of the post scores, are given

in Table 5.

Table 5. Results of Correlation between Post PCS and EVAS Scores

Post EVAS

Inner circle section | Outer circle section | Expanding circle Section

Pearson Correlation 225" 321 262"
Post-PCS | Sig. (2-tailed) .041 .003 .017
N 83 83 83

“significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)
* significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed)

As revealed in Table 5, the PCS scores correlated positively and significantly with
all of the three sections of the EVAS. To put it more clearly, the correlational
analysis revealed a significant positive relationship at the .01 and .05 levels
between the participants’ post-PCS scores in terms of their attitudes towards inner
(=235, N=83, p=.041), outer (=321, N=83, p=0,003), and expanding (r=.262,
N=83, p=.017) circle Englishes respectively. In terms of the inner and expanding
circle attitudes, there was weak but significant positive correlation; and regarding
the outer circle attitudes, there was moderate and highly significant correlation. In

other words, a significant number of the participants who scored high in the PCS
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also scored high in the three sections of EVAS, indicating a relationship between

positive attitudes to English varieties and PC level.

Although it was not an aim of the study to determine any possible relationship
between PC and LC, a correlational analysis of the post LCT scores revealed a
significant positive relationship at the .01 level and .05 level between the
participants’ post PCS and LCT scores (r=.287, N=83, p=.009), as well as their
inner (=.235, N=83, p=.04), outer (=321, N=83, p=.003), and expanding
(=262, N=83, p=.017) circle section scores of EVAS, indicating a weak but
statistically significant relationship between these variables. Because this
relationship was out of the scope of the present study, it was not further
investigated; or the findings were not presented in a separate table. However,
future research can investigate the nature of this relationship, especially whether
there is an impact of PC level on language learners’ LC with preferably a different
research design that directly addresses the possible interactions between these

variables.

4.3 Overall Analysis of the Experiment through MANOVA

After ensuring that the data met the assumptions for a parametric test by means of
the results from Mauchly's Test of Sphericity without recourse to epsilon values
for correction, a 2X3 repeated measures MANOVA was used to analyze the data
in order to see the effects of time and group on the PCS, LCT, and EVAS results.
Through this analysis, it was aimed to see whether there would be any significant
group differences in the scores attained from the pre/post PCS, EVAS sections

(inner, outer, expanding), and LCT sections (native, nonnative).
4.3.1 Within-Subjects Contrasts

The within-subjects differences from Time 1 to Time 2 are displayed in Table 6.
The results in Table 6 show a main effect of time on both sections of LCT and all
of the three sections of EVAS. In other words, the participants’ scores from the
native (F;5=19.54, p<.001, 7p?=.196) and nonnative (F;g=40.28, p<.001,
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np?=.335) sections of the LCT changed significantly from Time 1 to Time 2. The
change was positive in the sense that the participants increased their LCT scores

significantly, irrespective of the LCT section.

Table 6. Results of MANOVA Within-Subjects Contrasts

Source | Measure Type Il df F p np?
Sum of (1-tailed)
Squares
PCS PCS 61.45 1 1.65 101 .020
Lot Native Varieties Section 85.49 1 19.54 .000™ 196
Nonnative Varieties Section 134.43 1 40.28 .000™ 335
Time Inner Circle Section 173.56 1 7.72 .003™ .088
Outer Circle Section 246.87 1 5.65 010" .066
EVAS " Expanding Circle Section 276.45 1 5.95 .008" .069
Nonnative Section .000
(Outer + Expanding) 209 1 01 468
PCS  pcs 42277| 2 5.69 .002™ 124
Lot Native Varieties Section 7.017 2 .80 452 .020
Nonnative Varieties Section 9.09 2 1.36 131 .033
Time * Inner Circle Section 19472 2 4.33 .008" .098
group - -
Outer Circle Section 184.64 2 2.11 64 .050
EVAS " Expanding Circle Section 450.92| 2| 495 004 110
Grouped Nonnative Varieties > 104
(Outer + Expanding) 298.00 2 4.66 006

™ significant at the .01 level (1-tailed)
" significant at the .05 level (1-tailed)

Table 6 also indicates that the participants’ attitudes towards the inner (F)g=
7.72, p=.003, 5p?=.088), outer (F; 3= 5.65, p=.010, 5p?=.066), and expanding
(F130= 5.95, p=.008, 5p?=.069) circle listening samples changed significantly

between the two administrations of the EVAS, irrespective of the EVAS section.

An investigation of the possible interactions revealed a significant interaction
effect between time and group on the participants’ PCS scores (F250=5.69,
p=.002, np?=.124), and inner (F,3=4.33, p=.008, 7p?=.098), and expanding
(F.80=4.95, p=.004, 5p?=.110) circle section scores of the EVAS, as well as their
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scores from outer and expanding circles grouped together for analysis purposes
(grouped nonnative varieties after this point) (F,30=4.66, p=.006, np?=.104). To
put it more clearly, the groups differed significantly from Time 1 to Time 2 in
terms of the scores they got from the PCS, the inner and expanding sections of the
EVAS, and the grouped nonnative varieties. The authenticity of these findings
was further verified by pairwise comparisons as well as Greehouse-Geisser

Univariate test results, which are not reported here for the sake of clarity.

Estimated Marginal Means of PCS

GROUP

= Control
e ==== Culturalist
- = = *Intercutturalist

84,00

82,00

80,00 .t

78,00

Estimated Marginal Means

76,00

74,00

Time

Figure 2. Interaction Effect of Time and Group on PCS Scores

In order to better illustrate the interaction effect between time and group on the
PCS scores, it is visualized in Figure 2. Figure 2 clearly shows that the PCS scores
of the CG participants decreased whereas the scores of the other two groups
increased from Time 1 to Time 2. Besides, the score increase is more explicit in
the 1G, indicating a positive significant impact of the intervention. Figure 2 also

indicates that the mean PCS scores of the two experimental groups were very
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similar in Time 1, but they differed greatly and significantly in Time 2. According
to the same figure, the rising trend in the IG’s line, together with the falling trend
in the line of the CG explicitly visualizes in what way the two experimental
groups were affected by the different interventional practices. The interaction
effect of time and group on the inner circle section scores of EVAS is displayed in

Figure 3.

Estimated Marginal Means of Inner Circle Attitude Scores

GROUP
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==== Culturalist
= = Interculturalist
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Figure 3. Interaction Effect of Time and Group on Inner Circle Section Scores of
EVAS

As shown in Figure 3, the inner circle attitudes of the COG and CG followed
almost a linear pattern with a slight and insignificant rise from Time 1 to Time 2.
The IG, on the other hand, displayed a noteworthy increase in their inner circle
section scores between the two times. This finding was surprising in the sense that
one would not expect a significant change in the IG’s attitudes towards the inner
circle varieties; after all, they had been primarily exposed to nonnative varieties
for the experiment. It seems, however, they also developed more positive attitudes
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towards the inner circle varieties too. Another noteworthy indication of Figure 3 is
that the IG started with a relatively lower mean score in Time 1 than the other two
groups, who had similar mean scores in Time 1, and ended in a higher place in
Time 2. An explanation can be that it was the IG participants’ first year at
university whereas all of the COG students had already attended the prep class for
one year, and there were five CG students who had taken the preparatory
education of the department. In other words, these students had been exposed to
mainly culturalist and native speakerist practices during their preparatory
education throughout the previous year, which might have resulted in relatively

more positive attitudes towards inner circle English varieties in Time 1.

Estimated Marginal Means of Expanding Circle Scores
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Figure 4. Interaction Effect of Time and Group on Expanding Circle Section

Scores of EVAS

The interaction effect of time and group on the expanding circle section scores of
EVAS is illustrated with a line chart in Figure 4. As Figure 4 indicates, there was

a decrease in the expanding circle section scores of both the CG and COG in Time
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2. Besides, this decrease was sharper and more noteworthy in the COG. The
experimental group, however, increased its mean score from Time 1 to Time 2. In
other words, only the IG participants had more positive attitudes towards the
expanding circle listening samples in Time 2 while the attitudes of the other two
group members became relatively more negative in terms of expanding circle
varieties at the end of the experiment. The interaction effect of time and group on

the grouped nonnative varieties scores of EVAS is given in Figure 5.

Estimated Marginal Means of ELF Grouped Attitudes (Outer + Expanding)
Group
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Figure 5. Interaction Effect of Time and Group on Nonnative Varieties Scores of
EVAS

Similar to Figure 4 on the attitudes towards expanding circle varieties, Figure 5
shows an evident decrease in the grouped nonnative varieties scores of both the
CG and COG; and the decrease in the COG is particularly noteworthy. The
experimental group, however, increased its score from Time 1 to Time 2. To put it

more clearly, only the I1G participants held significantly more positive attitudes

97



regarding the totality of the nonnative listening samples after the intervention
whereas the other two groups displayed less positive attitudes according to their

grouped mean scores from the outer and expanding sections of EVAS.
4.3.2 Between-Subjects Effects

The between-subjects MANOVA results revealed significant group differences on
the scores from PCS, the nonnative section of the LCT, as well as the expanding
circle attitude scores of the EVAS. The between-subjects effects are given in
Table 7.

Table 7. Results of MANOVA Between-Subjects Effects

Source Measure Type Il Sum | df F p np?
of Squares (1-tailed)
. .059
PCS PCS 762.08 2| 250 .044
Native Varieties Section 4.34 2 144 433 004
LCT - — -
Nonnative Vatrieties Section 90.74 2 2.32 .b2° 055
Group Inner Circle Section 8049 2| 56 286 014
Outer Circle Section 7547 2| 59 279 014
EVAS Expanding Circle Section 670.48| 2| 3.06 026 071
Grouped Nonnative Varieties .039
(Outer + Expanding) 223.85 2 1.64 100

" significant at the .05 level (1-tailed)
° marginally significant at the .05 level (1-tailed)

The findings displayed in Table 7 clearly indicate a statistically significant main
effect of group on PCS scores (F»30=2.50, p=.044, np?=.059), and EVAS
expanding circle section scores (F,g=3.06, p=.026, np?=.071), as well as a
marginally significant main effect of group on LCT nonnative section scores
(Fa80= 2.32, p=.052, np?=.055). To put it more clearly, the groups, which were
statistically equal in Time 1, differed significantly in terms of their PCS, LCT
nonnative and EVAS expanding circle section scores in Time 2.
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An LSD post-hoc test was administered on the PCS, LCT and EVAS scores
because the significant main effect of group was found only on these measures.
The results of the LSD test on only the variables, which produced significant
results according to the MANOVA, are reported in Table 8.

Table 8. LSD Post-hoc Test Results of Significant Between-Subjects Effects

Measure Mean Std. p 95% Confidence
0] J) Difference Error Interval
group group (1-J) (1-tailed) Lower Upper
Bound Bound
COG 5.02" 2.35 018 33 9.70
PCS IG .
CG 4.03 2.38 .047 -70 8.76
LCT
(Nonnative CG COG 177 83 018 11 3.41
Varieties Section)
EVAS CG | COG -3.43" 1.97 042 | -7.33 47
(Expanding Circle
Section) IG CG 4.80" 2.01 .009 .80 8.81

“ significant at the 0.05 level (1-tailed)

As displayed in Table 8, the mean scores from the PCS variable differentiated the
IG (M=81.69, SE=1.71) significantly from the COG (M=76.67, SE=1.62), and
also from the CG (M=77.66, SE=1.64). In other words, the participants in the IG
scored significantly higher in post PCS than the CG (p=.047) and COG (p=.018)
There were, however, no statistically significant differences between the CG and
COG in terms of their PCS scores in Time 2. These results support the previously
reported findings, indicating the positive effects of the critical ELF-
informed/interculturalist practices on the PC levels of the IG participants.

Post-hoc comparisons using the LSD test also indicated that the mean LCT
nonnative varieties section score of the CG (M=14.10, SE=.59) was significantly
(p=.018) higher than that of the COG (M=12.34, SE=.58). These findings were
hardly surprising because no listening exercises were done with the COG students
during the experiment. Therefore, it was normal that their mean score was
significantly lower than that of the COG, and also lower than the experimental
group’s mean score, though the latter difference was not statistically significant.
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The LSD post-hoc test results also revealed significant mean differences between
the groups according to their EVAS expanding circle section scores. More
specifically, significant difference (p=.042) was determined between the CG and
COG,; and a more noteworthy significant difference (p=.009) was found between
the two experimental groups. In other words, the mean score of the CG (M=35.51,
SE=1.39) became significantly lower than the mean score of the COG (M=38.94,
SE=1.37), and also that of the IG (M=40.32, SE=1.45) in Time 2. The relatively
higher level of significance between the scores of the experimental groups points
to a stronger impact of the intervention on their attitudes towards the expanding
circle listening samples. Whereas the attitudes of the IG participants changed
positively, the CG students held less positive attitudes towards the expanding

circle varieties in Time 2.

Although there was no significant main effect of group on the grouped nonnative
varieties scores of EVAS according to the between-subjects analysis results of the
MANOVA, the LSD post-hoc test still revealed a significant difference (p =.037)
between the mean scores of the IG (M=37.08, SE=1.14) and CG (M=34.20,
SE=1.08). Despite not statistically significant, this finding is still noteworthy
because it clearly shows that the experiment differentiated the two experimental
groups in terms of their attitudes towards the grouped analysis of the nonnative
varieties of EVAS, with the IG reporting significantly more positive attitudes

towards the totality of nonnative English listening samples in Time 2.
4.4 Analysis on Different Section Scores of EVAS

A one-sample t-test analysis on the pre-EVAS scores revealed that the participants
displayed different attitudes towards the listening samples from each of the three
circles under investigation. More specifically, the participants scored the highest
from the inner circle section of EVAS, and lowest from the outer circle section. In
other words, the participants reported significantly (p<.001) more positive
attitudes towards the inner circle listening samples (#5,=61.36, M=50.56,

SD=7.50) than the expanding circle (¢5,=40.02, M=39.60, SD=9.01), and outer
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circle (¢5,=40.90, M= 31.78, SD=7.08) ones in Time 1. The difference between

the outer and expanding circle sections of the EVAS was also significant

(»p<.001). The results are given in Table 9.

Table 9. One-Sample #-test Results of Pre-EVAS Sections

Pre-EVAS Test Value =0
t df p Mean 95% Confidence Interval of
(2-tailed) Difference the Difference
Lower Upper
Inner Circle Section 61.36 82 .000 50.56 4891 52.20
Outer Circle Section 40.90 82 .000 31.78 30.22 33.32
Expanding Circle Section 40.02 82 .000 39.60 37.62 41.56

At the end of the experiment, the groups still displayed statistically more positive
attitudes towards the inner circle listening samples (#5,=76.64, M=52.50,
S$D=6.24) with even a slighter increase in their mean scores. On the other hand,
their attitudes towards the outer and expanding circle samples became more
similar with an increase of their mean scores from the outer circle section
(25,=40.71, M=34.12, SD=7.63), and a decrease in their expanding circle scores
(15,=36.48, M=36.86, SD=9.20) of EVAS. The results are given in Table 10.

Table 10. One-Sample #-test Results of Post-EVAS Sections

Post-EVAS Test Value =0
t df p Mean 95% Confidence Interval of
(2-tailed) Difference the Difference
Lower Upper
Inner Circle Section 76.64| 82 .000 52.50 51.14 53.87
Outer Circle Section 40.71| 82 .000 34.12 32.46 35.79
Expanding Circle Section 36.48| 82 .000 36.86 34.84 38.87

4.5 Analysis on Different Section Scores of LCT
An analysis of the pre-LCT scores of all participants through a one-sample t-test
revealed a significant (p<.001) difference between the mean scores attained from

the native English listening passages (¢5,=43.27, M=15.16, SD=3.19), and those
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attained from the nonnative (#5,=36.25, M=12.40, SD=3.11) ones. In other words,
the participants were statistically more successful with the questions that followed

the native listening passages in the test, as displayed in Table 11.

Table 11. One-sample #-test Results of Pre-LCT Sections

Pre-LCT Test Value =0
Section t df p Mean 95% Confidence Interval of the
(2-tailed) Difference Difference
Lower Upper
Native 43.27 82 .000 15.16 14.46 15.86
Nonnative 36.25 82 .000 12.40 11.72 13.08

The post scores of the LCT revealed that the difference between the two sections
of the test was still significant (»p<.001) after the experiment in the sense that the
participants scored significantly higher from the native section of the LCT
(t5o=50.54, M=16.58, SD=2.98) than the nonnative section (z5,=34.71, M=14.18,
SD=3.72). The results are displayed in Table 12.

Table 12. One-Sample t-test Results of Post-LCT Sections

Post-LCT Test Value =0
Section t df p Mean Difference 95% Confidence Interval of the
(2-tailed) Difference
Lower Upper
Native 50.54 82 .000 16.58 15.93 17.23
Nonnative 34.71 82 .000 14.18 13.37 14.99

The interpretation of Table 11 together with Table 12 clearly indicates that the
participants of the present study were significantly more successful with the
listening passages that were taken from native English conversations than those
that were taken from nonnative ones both before and after the experiment.
However, it should be noted that the statistical equivalence of the LCT sections
were not validated through detailed analysis. To put it more clearly, only the
initial version of the test was piloted, but the revised version was not piloted.

Although every precaution was taken to create two equivalent parts through a
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meticulous selection of the listening passages according to certain criteria, the
equivalence of the parts were not ensured through repiloting of the revised LCT;
and thereby the difference between the native and nonnative sections of LCT
might have resulted not from the nature of the variety types but from a categorical

imbalance between the parts that already existed before testing.
4.6 Descriptive Analysis of ELFOS

A one-way ANOVA on the pre-ELFOS did not indicate any statistical difference
between the groups. In other words, the groups were thinking similarly on the
ELFOS items in Time 1. In the first part of this section, the participants’ answers
to the pre-ELFOS are explained in a descriptive way with percentages and
frequencies. Bar charts are provided in order to better visualize the results for
easier reading. It is worth mentioning here that similar options in the ELFOS such
as ‘strongly agree’ and ‘agree’ are presented as one option: ‘agree’ in the bar

charts for better representation of the results.
4.6.1 Pre-ELFOS Results

A total of 83 students participated in the pre-administration of the ELFOS.
Descriptive statistics of the pre-ELFOS are provided in Table 13.

Table 13. Descriptive Statistics of Pre-ELFOS

Item # | Item Mean SD

1 English is an international common language 2.96 .18

2 English only belongs to the nations who use it as their mother tongue (e.g. 121 .56
England, America, Australia, New Zealand etc.)

3 As long as one gets the meaning across, how one speaks English does not 2.07 .90
matter.

4 I would like to learn about nonnative English accents too as a part of the 2.65 .65
Listening and Pronunciation course.
I would like the lecturers in my department to use the native accents of 2.53 .65

5 . . .
English while lecturing.

6 I would like to speak with a native accent of English. 291 .38

For better illustration of the results, the findings are presented and discussed item
by item, and under each item, a bar chart is provided in order to visualize the
participants’ opinions for easier reading of the findings.
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Item 1: ‘English is an international common language.’

When the participants were asked about the place of English in today’s globalized
world, 96.4% (N=80) agreed that English is an international common language
whereas only 3,6% (N=3) disagreed with this statement. The results are displayed
in Figure 6.

100+

Percent

ol —
Dizagree Agree
Figure 6. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 1

This finding clearly indicates that the participants of this study are aware of the
global lingua franca role that English plays in today’s globalized word because the

overwhelming majority of them perceive English as an international common

language.

Item 2: ‘English only belongs to the nations who use it as their mother tongue

(e.g., England, America, Australia, New Zealand etc.)’

The percent of the replies to this item is given in Figure 7. Figure 7 indicates that
the great majority of the participants (85.5%, N=71) disagree with the proposition
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that the native speakers of English are the only owners of the English language.
On the other hand, only 7.2% (N=6) agree with this statement and the same

number of the participants neither agree nor disagree with it.
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Figure 7. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 2

Based on the findings from the first two items, it would not be wrong to claim that
the Turkish EFL teacher candidates who were the participants of this study were
both aware of the changing role of English (see Item 1) and the implications of
this change in terms of the ownership of English. To put it more clearly, they do
not see the inner circle countries as the sole owners of the English language.
These findings imply the participants have realized that English has gone much
beyond the national boundaries of certain countries in order to become a global

lingua franca in today’s globalized world.
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Item 3: ‘As long as one gets the meaning across, how one speaks English does not

matter.’

This statement was included in the ELFOS in order find out about the
participants’ priorities: that is, whether communication or oral accuracy comes
first in their use of the English language. This particular item was expected to
yield important data about the importance of the NS norms to the Turkish EFL

teacher candidates under investigation. The results are given in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 3

As can be inferred from Figure 8, the Participants of the study are split into two in
terms of their opinions regarding the priority of accuracy or communication (i.e.,
using the native speaker norms or being able to communicate in English no matter
how). To put it more clearly, 44.6% (N=37) of the participants agree that it is
important to be able to communicate in English, and also that as long as you can
communicate with the other person, how you speak the language is not very

important. On the other hand, nearly the same number of them (37.3%, N=31),
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disagree with this statement, and thereby prioritize accuracy over communication.

15 participants (18.1%) did not state any opinion on the issue.

According to these results, it would not be wrong to claim that the participants are
split in half regarding Item 3 of the ELFOS. In other words, they have differing
ideas about the importance of accuracy over communication or vice versa. More

specifically, approximately half of the participants prioritize accuracy, and the

other half communication in Time 1.

Item 4: ‘I would like to learn about nonnative English accents too as a part of the

Listening and Pronunciation course.’

The results of Item 4 are presented in Figure 9.
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Figure 9. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 4

This fourth item was incorporated into the questionnaire in order to collect data
about the participants’ reactions towards the inclusion of nonnative English

varieties in English lessons. This item was worded by targeting a particular
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course; that is the Listening and Pronunciation course because of two reasons: it
seemed to be the most relevant course for the inclusion of nonnative English
varieties, and also the researcher was offering this course at the time of data

collection.

Figure 9 clearly displays that the majority of the participants agree with this
statement. More specifically, 74.7% (N=62) of the participants reported a positive
opinion about the teaching of different English accents as a part of the Listening
and Pronunciation Course. In other words, learning about different English
varieties is perceived as a desirable activity by these participants. 15.7% (N=13)
participants did not indicate a clear opinion on the item; and only 9.6% (N=8)
were opposed to the idea of incorporating nonnative English accents into the
course syllabus. According to these results, the majority of the EFL teacher
candidates in this study display positive attitudes towards the teaching of different

English accents in the Listening and Pronunciation Course.

In addition to the descriptive analysis of this item, the item was also correlated
with the PCS scores through Pearson’s Correlation. A weak but highly significant
(=289, p=.004) positive correlation was determined between Item 4 of the
ELFOS and post-PCS scores, pointing to a relationship between willingness to
learn about different accents in the classroom and PCS scores. In other words, the
higher the PCS score was, the more willing the students were to learn about

English varieties in class.

Item 5: ‘I would like the lecturers in my department to use the native accents of

English while lecturing.’

The fifth item of the questionnaire aimed to find out about the participants’
expectations about the English used by their lecturers. In a way, it was related to
the third item; that is, as long as you can communicate in English, how you speak
it is not very important. The results are displayed in Figure 10. Figure 10 clearly
indicates that for the majority of the participants (61.4%, N=51) the lecturers’

accents are important, and that they would prefer native-like English in lectures.
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In addition, a relatively high percent of the students (30.1%, N=25) did not state
any opinion on the item. Only a small minority of the Participants (8.4%, N=7)
disagreed with the proposition in this item. These results clearly indicate that

native-likeness is still valued by Turkish ELF teacher candidates.
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Figure 10. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 5

The findings from Item 5 may seem to be contradicting the results of Item 4 at
first glance. However, a thorough analysis on the results reveals no contradiction.
After all, it is one thing to learn about different accents of English as a
requirement of the pronunciation course, and yet quite another thing to use them
in class for instructional purposes. All in all, the majority of the participants

would not welcome nonnative lecturers.
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Item 6: ‘I would like to speak with a native accent of English.’

This last item aimed to discover the participant’s expectations about themselves;
more clearly whether they would prefer to be native-like English users or not. The
results are displayed in Figure 11. These results are in keeping with the results of
the previous item because in both items the participants clearly indicated how
much they valued the native accents of English. Just as most of them favored
native-like lecturers in Item 5, the overwhelming majority (95.2%, N= 79) of
them reported a desire for the ability to speak English with a native accent in this
item. Only 3.6% (N=3) disagreed with the statement, and one student was

undecided about it.
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Figure 11. Percentage Bar Chart for ELFOS Item 6

When the results from items 5 and 6 are read together, it can clearly be seen that
for Turkish ELF teacher candidates, native like usage of English is still an
important goal. It is hardly surprising, however, when one thinks about all the
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emphasis on native-like accuracy and pronunciation in almost all of the English

courses they have taken so far (see Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012).
4.6.2 Post-ELFOS Results

ELFOS was administered after the experiment as a post scale to reveal the
possible changes in the participants’ opinions about the same six items. In order to
determine the effects of time and group on the students’ responses, the means of
each item in the pre-ELFOS was also compared with the mean scores of the post-
ELFOS through a repeated measures MANOVA. The results are reported with
one-tailed significance values since the direction of the change was predicted
before the experiment. Descriptive statistics of the post-ELFOS are given in Table

14.

Table 14. Descriptive Statistics for the Post-ELFOS

Item # Item Mean SD
1 English is an international common language 2.96 .24
2 English only belongs to the nations who use it as their mother tongue (e.g. 132 66
England, America, Australia, New Zealand etc.) ' ’
As long as one gets the meaning across, how one speaks English does not

3 2.24 .84
matter.
I would like to learn about nonnative English accents too as a part of the

4 N o 2.45 .80
Listening and Pronunciation course.
I would like the lecturers in my department to use the native accents of

5 . : . 2.54 .66
English while lecturing.

6 I would like to speak with a native accent of English. 2.80 .57

The results of the MANOVA revealed a main effect of time only on Item 4
(F180=3.35, p=.036, np*=.040) and Item 6 (F, 3=3.68, p=.029, 5p?=.044), as well
as an interaction effect between time and group on Item 3 (F%30=5.85, p=.002,
np?=.128). To put it more clearly, the participants’ opinions regarding Item 4 and
6 changed significantly after the experiment; and this change was independent of
the groups. More specifically, more participants disagreed with Item 4, and agreed
with Item 6 in Time 2. The LSD post-hoc test revealed that the only significant
mean difference (p=.013) occurred between the 1G (M=4.01, SE=.16) and COG
(M=3.50, SE=.15). The main effects of time and group on Item 4 (I would like to
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learn about nonnative English accents too as a part of the Listening and

Pronunciation course) is seen in Figure 12.
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Figure 12. Main Effect of Time on ELFOS Item 4

Figure 12 clearly shows a noteworthy negative change in the COG regarding their
views about the teaching of nonnative English varieties. They were less willing to
learn about those accents in the classroom. Minor insignificant changes were
observed in the other two groups. The IG students more or less preserved their

initial positions regarding this item.

The main effect of time on Item 6 (I would like to speak with a native accent of
English) can be seen in Figure 13. As displayed in Figure 13, more students
disagreed with this statement from Time 1 to Time 2, indicating that they would
not like to speak with a native accent of English, and the decrease in their mean
scores of the item was independent of the groups. The sharpest decrease was
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determined in the IG. This opinion change can be a result of the participants’
raised awareness levels regarding the difficulty, or impossibility of speaking with
a native accent. In this respect, both culturalist and interculturalist practices may
have affected their opinions. The participants might have discovered that it was
not possible for them to be native-like after they became more acquinted with
English varieties and their own accents. Therefore, some students might have

abolished the unrealistic goal of being native-like, and adopted the realistic goal

of intelligibility.
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Figure 13. Main Effect of Time on ELFOS Item 6
The between-subjects MANOVA results, on the other hand, indicated a
statistically significant main effect of group only on ltem 3 (F,0=2.72, p=.036,

np?=.064). An investigation into possible interaction effects on the same item

revealed that time interacted significantly with group only on Item 3. In other
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words, only Item 3 (as long as one gets the meaning across, how one speaks

English does not matter) differentiated the three groups after the experiment.

The time and group interaction can be seen in Figure 14, which clearly shows that
the COG students did not change their opinions on this item in Time 2. There was
a slight decrease in the number of participants who disagreed with it in the CG.
The most radical change was observed in the IG, indicating more positive
opinions regarding the priority of communication over accuracy or vice versa.
More specifically, the students in the IG reported a stronger belief after the

experiment that communication was more important than accuracy.
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Figure 14. Time and Group Interaction on ELFOS Item 3

A reading of items 3 and 6 together reveals that ELF-informed interculturalist
practices can affect Turkish EFL teacher candidates’ opinions in the sense that

they may not want to speak English with a native accent anymore, and they
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instead start to believe that as long as one gets the meaning across, how one
speaks English is not that important. In other words, interculturalist practices help

language learners prioritize communication over accuracy.
4.7 Analysis of the Interviews

A total of 23 participants were interviewed; 12 of them were selected from among
the lowest scorers of the pre-PCS (LSG) and 11 from the highest scorers (HSG).
The interviews were analyzed according to the following six criteria derived from
Dervin (2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007). Each of these criteria was represented by a

number of relevant interview questions:

1. Level of sociability and friend choice: The students with high PCS scores were
assumed to report a higher level of sociability than those with lower PCS scores.
After all, an important element of PC is to respect diversity by avoiding all sorts
of generalizations and stereotypes. Therefore, people with a high level of PC are
expected to make friends from a large variety of linguistic, ethnic, religious and

cultural backgrounds.

2. Ease of adaptation to new situations: Curiosity and openness to new ideas and
experiences are listed as important components of PC (Dervin, 2006) and PCC
(Dirba, 2007). In Dirba’s model, students with high PC levels are also considered
to have the ability to see things from different perspectives through their
constructive and cooperative skills. Besides, mobility is suggested as a desired
mode of behavior in this model. Therefore, the participants’ opinions about the
ease of adaptation as well as a desire to live abroad for a long time was considered

to be a good indicator of PC level.

3. Perceptions about culture: Under the awareness section of Dirba’s (2007) PCC

model, it is clearly stated that an individual with a high level of PC should be

aware that every individual is liquid. Similarly, Dervin (2006, 2010) suggests that

perceiving cultures and individuals as liquid and dynamic is an important element

of PC. In this respect, the participants’ perceptions regarding the fluidity of
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culture were investigated with a number of relevant questions. In other words,
data were collected about whether the students saw culture as an imposing
external force, or something that they could shape with their thoughts and

lifestyles.

4. Attitudes towards diversity: Both Dervin (2006) and Dirba (2007) draw
attention to positive attitudes towards all types of diversity by avoiding
generalizations and stereotypical beliefs, meeting differences with respect, and
showing tolerance and flexibility as the required attitudes for PC. From this
aspect, the participants’ attitudes were investigated based on an imaginary
scenario about a possible change of their living environments to become much
more cosmopolitan than they are now. Besides, their opinions regarding a number
of common stereotypical expressions were asked in order to find out the role of

such thoughts in their mindsets.

5. Inclinations towards generalizations and stereotypes: since having tendencies
to have stereotypical beliefs and generalizations about other people is an indicator
of a low level of PC in Dervin (2006), the participants were also interviewed
about to what extent they agreed or disagreed with a list of popular stereotypes
such as ‘Japanese people are hardworking’, ‘Arabs are dirty’, ‘Chinese people eat
everything’ etc. Assuming that there is a strong relationship between the level of
PC and belief in such judgmental statements, the researcher thought that this
criterion would be a distinguishing factor between the low scorers and high
scorers. The initial hypothesis was that those who scored low in the pre-PCS
would believe in these generalizations and stereotypes more than those who

scored high.

6. Attitudes towards the use of cultural and linguistic varieties in English lessons:
Both Dervin’s (2006) and Dirba’s (2007) models propose that going beyond
national barriers, respecting diversity, and perceiving any type of difference as
enriching are indications of a high level of PC. From this viewpoint, the
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participants with higher PC levels were expected to welcome cultural and

linguistic diversity in their language learning process.

The first five criteria in this list are the same as the elements of Dervin’s (2006)
PC, and Dirba’s (2007) PCC. The sixth criterion, however, is related to the
pedagogical implications of PC for the language classroom, and it is brought
together with the other PC components in the ELF-informed PC model, which is
discussed in Chapter 5. Table 15 presents the frequency analysis of the LSG and
HSG participants’ responses to the interviews. The analyzed responses of the
students are given in reference to the criteria which were found to be indicators of

PC. The table provides a general picture of the interview results.

Table 15. Descriptive Analysis of Interview Data

_— LSG HSG
C”te”"’f of Determined Indicators of PC Category (N=12) | (N=11)
Analysis f f

Level of Sociable 5 6
. Diverse structure of the sociability | Unsociable 7 5
1: Level of . . —
. entourage: number of friends Limited
sociability and . . 8 2
. . from a variety of backgrounds Friend Entourage
friend choice . 5 . . -
(ethnic, religious, social, etc.) Choice Diverse 4 9
Entourage
2&;12%8; to An easy and quick adaptation Adaptation Easy/Quick 6 9
new situations Process. Process Hard/Slow 6 2
Perception Liquid 0 3
Perceiving culture as an entity P Static 8 2
: . - of culture
. . with mainly liquid elements. Both 4 6
3: Perceptions li K di ff -
about culture Feeling a weak to medium effect Perceived None 2 3
of an external culture on thoughts | effect of Weak to 3 6
and behaviors. an external | Medium
culture Strong 7 2
4: Attitudes Positive attitudes towards all sorts of diversity Positive 5 8
towards and welcoming diversity as a positive and :
diversity enriching experience. Negative ’ 3
Eru(;vlvr;(;(l;gatlons No or weak tendencies (not inclined) to believe | Inclined 10 6
eneralizations in negative stereotypes and generalized -
g expressions about the ‘other’. Not inclined 2 5
and stereotypes
6: Attitudes Positive 4 7
towafds c_ult_ural Positive attitudes towards the inclusion of a Negative ! 2
and linguistic variety of cultures and Englishes in lessons
varieties in y g ' Undecided 1 2
English lessons

In the coming section, students’s reponses regarding each of the six criteria used

for interview analysis are discussed with frequencies. Where necessary,
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translations of their directly quoted responses are also provided to better illustrate
the point. Since the grouping technique facilitates the analysis of qualitative data,

the findings are mostly presented in a grouped way with frequencies.
Criterion 1: Level of sociability and friend choice

An interesting finding of the interviews regarding this criterion is that the majority
of the students (N=7) in the LSG describe themselves as ‘not very much
sociable’, but ‘kind of reserved and shy’ in human relations. As Participant 47
indicates, “I like to be alone because there is no one to judge me around when |
am alone”. On the other hand, most of the HSG (N=6) prefer to describe
themselves as mainly sociable and active in social life. For instance, Participant
56 states: “I am a very sociable person. | have hundreds of friends. In fact, | can
say, staying at home makes me mad...” Some of the HSG members prefer to
describe themselves as reserved too, but the number is lower when compared to
the other group and also, further questioning reveals that these students mainly
spend a lot of time on the Internet, socializing with foreign friends through online
games and applications. In other words, the Internet occupies an important part of
the reserved HSG members’ lives; and possibly takes them through the process of

what can be called ‘online socialization’.

It should, however, be noted that the same number of sociable and reserved
students in both groups reveals that this criterion may not be as good an indicator
of PC as previously thought. In other words, there may not be a very direct
relationship between socializing with people and PC level. Therefore, it can be

investigated in future research.

The interviews also revealed that for the majority of the LSG members (N=7),
like-mindedness was the most important criterion in friend selection. In fact,
some of them (N=3) even stated that their friends were very much like themselves
in thinking and behavior. These participants also mentioned good personality
traits as the most important criteria for friend selection. Most of the HSG

members (N=6) also valued like-mindedness as an important criterion in friend
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selection. On the other hand, the overwhelming majority (N=9) of the HSG
members had friends from a variety of backgrounds while most (N=8) of the LSG
members chose friends who were similar to themselves. To illustrate, Participant
33 asks: “What is the point of being friends if we cannot meet on a common
ground anyway?” This question is a clear indicator of a restrictive attitude in

terms of friend selection that was commonly observed in the LSG.

Another common characteristic of the LSG is that, the majority (N=8) of its
members did not have friends from another country. This finding was in direct
contrast with the HSG, because in fact all but two of them (N=9) had foreign
friends. They mostly communicated through social media platforms such as the
Facebook or Instagram, and some of them even reported that their friends had

already visited and stayed with them in Turkey.

These results indicate that diversity of friends can indicate PC level. More
specifically, the participants’ criteria for friend selection can be linked to and

evaluated under ‘attitudes towards diversity’, which is an important component of

PC (Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007),
Criterion 2: Ease of adaptation to new situations

Another important characteristic of the LSG is that it takes longer for its members
to adapt themselves to new places and situations. When compared to the HSG, the
number of the students who reported adaptation problems tripled. In contrast to 6
participants from the LSG, only 2 participants from the HSG reported that they
could not easily adapt to different situations. In this respect, the big difference
between the two groups in terms of adaptation problems should be noted. Most of
the participants gave the example of their adaptation process to Canakkale, the
city of their current residence. In addition, 3 participants from the HSG and 7
from the LSG stated certain reservations about moving to a foreign country to

settle there. One Example is Participant 33.
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I would not like to live in another country for a long time because
everything will be very different there. Especially, 1 would miss my family
very much. In fact, 1 miss my family even when | am in another city.
Another country, it would be unbearable in any case... honestly, for me
getting used to new things is just not very easy... (Participant 33)

The great majority of the high scorers (N=9) did not report any negative feelings
about being adapted to foreign settings, like in the case of settling in a foreign
country although one of them voiced understandable reservations about it. Quite
the contrary, 6 of the HSG members reported very positive feelings about

changing their current living conditions. One of them is Participant 15.

Yes, | would love to live in another country. In Turkey, things are not very
good these days you know... it would be Finland or England because | have
friends from these countries... Adaptation is not a big deal for me... | got
adapted to Canakkale on the first day of my arrival immediately...so why
not? Of course | will adapt... | have a lot of friends here and | get on with
all of them quite well...(Participant 15)

The quoted expressions of Participant 15 are a good example of how easily she
can adapt herself to new places and situations. Most of the other participants in
the HSG have similar responses to the question about adaptation, which indicates
a positive relationship between PC and ease of adaptation to new situations, as
predicted previously. These findings are hardly surprising if one considers that an
important component of PC, and also a factor of the PCS is ease of adaptation.
People with a high level of PC are expected to have curiosity about and openness
to new experiences rather than adopting a conservative and protective stance. It is,
however, possible to see this conservative and protective stance in the majority of

LSG members. One example is Participant 4.

...No, T would not want to live abroad... Even if | lived abroad, (pause) I
would still act like a Turk... | don’t mean to say, I would not have any
friends abroad; but I would make friends who are like me. | mean, people
who think like me and dress like me... I don’t think I would want to make
friends with very different people because it would make me feel bad about
myself... Personally, | wouldn’t want to be a foreigner myself by being like
the foreigners... (Participant 4)
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The expressions of Participant 4 are a clear indicator of this conservatism that is
commonly uttered in different ways by the members of the LSG. It is as if they
would endanger their national and cultural identities by mingling with foreigners,
or even worse acted like them. As Participant 33 suggests, they can easily lose
themselves among foreign people, because they are coming from a different

culture and religion.

I can easily lose myself among foreigners. Especially, if they are people
with very different religions and cultures, it would not be possible to be
influenced in a way. (Participant 33)

Criterion 3: Perceptions about culture

An investigation into the participants’ perceptions regarding culture revealed that
the groups were seemingly similar in the sense that both groups hosted members
who mainly focused on the static characteristics of culture such as traditions and
religion; and those who preferred to define culture with only dynamic features
such the ‘words and actions of individuals’ were few. Further comparison of the
groups, however, revealed that the number of the students who thought that
culture was mainly static and unchanging was greater in the LSG, than in the
HSG. More specifically, most of the participants (N=8) of the LSG believed that
culture is defined with national and regional boundaries, and thereby one can
easily speak about the Turkish culture or French culture, or the culture of
Eastern/Western Turkey. According to these participants, cultures are mainly
created by nations and societies over a long period of time; and they are
completely or partly static. From this perspective, an individual cannot change

culture on his/her own.

When asked about how dominant culture was in their lives, 7 students in the LSG
reported a strong influence of culture in their thinking and acting styles; 3
reported an effect of medium strength; and 2 reported no effect of culture on their
thoughts and actions. Looking at these results, it would not be wrong to conclude

that the majority of the participants in the LSG see culture as an external force
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from which they are somewhat influenced. In other words, they claim that their
thoughts and behaviors are shaped by what they call ‘the culture of the society’, or

more specifically, the ‘Turkish culture’. One example is Participant 25.

For me, culture is like a stone. It was created in ancient times by our
ancestors... [ am from the east (referring to Eastern Turkey). My family and
my teachers taught me the rules of the society | was in when | was still a
child... not taught explicitly of course but I got this culture somehow from
them... For example, traditions are of utmost importance in my hometown.
If you do not obey the rules of the society, they (local people) will push you
out of the society...I feel a very strong influence of culture on me... People
can adopt different lifestyles of course as long as they are not in
contradiction with the general moral norms and values of the society.
(Participant 25)

The arguments of Participant 25 clearly indicate that this student perceives culture
as a static entity which is taught early in life, and transferred from generation to
generation mostly through traditions; and what is expected from an individual is
to merely follow the so-called cultural rules in order to live in harmony with the

rest of the society.

The situation in the HSG, on the other hand, is much more complicated. It seems
the participants in this group have more complex perceptions regarding the
definition of culture and its role in their lives. As a matter of fact, most of the
participants in this group (N=6) make a distinction between two types of culture:
the first one is very similar to the perceptions of the LSG in the sense that it is
pretty much static, and can only change from generation to generation in long
period of time. These participants, like the LSG members, talk about the Turkish
culture as a common set of values and norms that keep the members of the
Turkish society together. However, the same students, as well as 3 more in the
HSG also draw attention to another type of culture, which is created by the
individuals on a daily basis through their lifestyles, words and actions. An

example is Participant 72.

What is called culture is like water. It is liquid but it should not be forgotten
that water can shape its environment too. It is also like the air because it is
invisible... culture is sometimes like the weather conditions; it may change
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from day to day too... For me, culture has both static and changing
elements...Lifestyles change of course but this change may or may not
result from culture, because some people adopt the culture of the society,
some do not... It mainly changes from person to person, | think...
(Participant 72)

Three HSG members, on the other hand, totally reject the notion of ‘common
culture’, but instead believe in the existence of different cultures created by
different people at different times. In fact, only these participants seem to have
adopted a true understanding of the liquid nature of culture required by Dervin’s
(2006, 2010) PC and Dirba’s (2007) PCC. In other words, according to these
students, each individual creates his/her own culture through their words and
actions. An example is Participant 57, who goes so far as to define culture as

‘thoughts and behaviors’ of the individual.

In fact, culture is thoughts and behaviors...No, I don’t generally follow the
rules of the society, because I don’t care. For me, (they are) outdated, boring
rules. Why should I have to be like somebody else anyway? | do whatever |
like, whenever I like, and the society has no right to say anything about it...
Exactly, I feel no influence of culture on me at all... For me, it is my
culture; it is my behaviors, nothing else... (Participant 57)

The expressions of Participant 57 help us to understand how he and similar
thinking two other HSG members perceive culture. According to this perspective,
culture is nothing more than the totality of thoughts and actions. In other words,
this student does not believe in an external culture that enforces itself on him. He
rather claims that he constantly creates his own culture whenever he wants and in
whatever manner he desires. However, it should be remembered that, the majority
of the HSG members do not go to this extreme in refusing an external culture.
Participant 69 is one of them.

I think culture is semi-liquid, like dough or honey, that is. New things are
added to already existing elements; and thus culture develops... there are
the components of culture, which can’t be changed; there are others, which
can. For example, | cannot change the traditions, of course | may not show
them in my behaviors, but it would be my own choice in the end... Of
course, the traditions change too, but it happens in a very long period of
time. It is like, the new generation gets married very late (in life), or there
are now even a lot of people who do not get married at all. In the past,
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things like that used to be seen unacceptable in our society... Yes exactly,
culture changes from generation to generation but in time. (Participant 69)

This sample transcription from Participant 69 is a good example of how the
majority of the students in the HSG perceive culture. A thorough analysis of her
response shows that she makes a distinction between static and dynamic
components of culture. For her, each society or nation can be associated with a
certain set of norms and values that constitute the ‘external culture’ of that
society. An individual cannot change this type of culture on his/her own, but may
refuse to comply with it. At this point, each individual becomes capable of
creating his/her own dynamic culture through adopting a different lifestyle. From
this perspective, the notion of ‘dynamic culture’ is almost synonymous with the
concept of ‘lifestyle’. As Participant 56 suggests, “lifestyles change but cultures
stay the same”. According to this participant, individual differences result from
personal lifestyles rather than an external culture that comes from ancient times.
In other words, this viewpoint argues that lifestyles rather than cultures change

from person to person.

As for the HSG members’ perceived strength of culture effect on their thoughts
and behaviors, it was found that the majority of them (N=6) reported weak to
medium effect of culture, three reported no effect, and only 2 reported a strong
effect of culture on how they think and behave. A comparison of these findings to
the previously discussed reports of the LSG participants reveals a noteworthy
differerence between the two groups in terms of how they perceive the effects of

an external culture on their daily lives, thougts and behaviors.
Criterion 4: Attitudes towards diversity

Another important difference between the two groups appears when it comes to
their perception of and attitudes towards diversity. When the participants were
asked about in what direction they would prefer Turkey to change, and whether or

not they would prefer a cosmopolitan Turkey where people from a variety of
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ethnic, religious and linguistic backgrounds lived together, an important

difference was found between the LSG and HSG members.

The majority of the LSG members (N=7) are against the idea of a cosmopolitan
Turkey, mainly on the grounds that they would endanger or totally lose their
national or religious identities or sense of belonging. Two of them were not very
clear about their attitudes and thereby gave contradictory comments. Only three
participants reported that they would love to live together with people from
different countries as long as they respected Turkey and the Turkish culture and
lifestyle. According to these results, the majority of the LSG members hold the
opinion that the Turkish identity, together with the Turkish language should
dominate everywhere in Turkey. Further questions revealed however that except
for three of them, they are not directly opposed to the idea of foreign people as
inhabitants if they use the Turkish language in their daily lives, and especially in
official communication. Some of the participants suggest that hosting people from
different countries is an advantage to advertise Turkish tourism to the world.

Participant 45 is an example to this group.

There are many foreign people around these days anyway. Most of them are
university students, though ... May be it will be good for them to know the
Turkish culture, | mean our traditions, dishes etc. When they go back to
their countries, they can talk about our country, say good things about
Turkey. It will be good for tourism. (Participant 45)

Some of the participants in both groups seemed to be in favor of ‘western people’,
as visitors, claiming that they are civilized and they could learn a lot from them. It
is noteworthy that these participants did not show the same level of tolerance to
people from Eastern Turkey or Syrian refugees. One example is again Participant
45 from the LSG.

There are a lot of Syrians around, they are everywhere. Especially in
Istanbul, they live in like parks, they beg ... I know there is war in Syria,
but I don’t think this situation is good for our country. They will start
committing crimes soon too. I don’t know, maybe I’'m looking at it in the
wrong way but for me it is true...I don’t like it when some girls at the
dormitory are speaking Kurdish with each other... No, only if it were a
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European language like French, for example... it is not the same thing for
me. The Turkish citizens have to speak Turkish...of course they can speak
Kurdish with each other but not when I am there... (Participant 45)

There are some other students like Participants 9 and 47, who specifically mention
Kurds and the Kurdish Language negatively when the possibility of Turkey
becoming more cosmopolitan is asked. Needless to say, the overall attitudes of
these participants about diversity cannot be considered positive and in compliance
with the ideals of PC.

The case with the HSG is different in the sense that a more welcoming attitude
towards diversity is noticed. In this group, only three members expressed openly
negative feelings towards what they called ‘excessive diversity’, especially if this
diversity was created by the ethnic groups they did not like. These three
participants’ opinions were Similar to what most of the LSG members reported

about diversity. Participant 56’s opinions are particularly noteworthy.

I have friends from tens of different countries, and | respect all of them too,
their lifestyles (and) everything. They respect me too... Most of them are
online friends. We have chats from time to time ... people from Eastern
Turkey; I don’t like them very much. But don’t misunderstand (me). | have
Kurdish friends too... I don’t know, maybe it is because of the PKK ... No
one is against their language or lifestyle, but when it comes to separatism
and Kurdish nationalism, | am totally against it. Maybe | have nationalistic
thoughts too, but 1 am sensitive about these issues, what can | do?
(Participant 56)
A closer analysis of Participant 56°s statements, however, reveals that he is not
actually against the idea of diversity. Quite the contrary, he complains about the
people who are, in a sense, against diversity by supporting separation. In this
respect, his words should therefore not be interpreted as a display of hostility

towards the ‘other’.

Eight Participants in the HSG, however, spoke highly in favor of diversity. One of
them is Participant 72.

For me, all differences are like the colors of a rainbow... In fact, no one is
like another, because everyone is different... I come from Istanbul and
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Istanbul is a very colorful place anyway. Let it be the Istiklal Street, or
Beyoglu; (these places) are always swarmed with people from all around the
world. Sometimes, when | think about it, I think the Ottoman period was
like more colorful. There were much more foreign citizens back then and
people used to live in peace... (Participant 72)

As can be inferred from her expressions, Participant 72 is a big supporter of
diversity. When this quote of hers are taken together with her previous
expressions that she has a lot of friends from all around the word, and that she
believes in freedom etc., it can easily be understood that she is open to diversity

and respects different lifestyles. She clarifies her standpoint by adding,

We are civilized people. Why should we be afraid of the different? In my
opinion, It is stupid (to be afraid of differences)... those people who do not
know why they believe what they believe are afraid of such things.
(Participant 72)

These were just a few examples of the general positive attitudes of the HSG
members. When compared to the LSG, the difference between the two groups in
terms of respecting diversity is easily noticed.

Criterion 5: Inclinations towards generalizations and stereotypes

The interviews also investigated the participants’ opinions regarding some
common stereotypes and generalizations. The results were surprising to some
extent because in addition to the overwhelming majority (N=10) of the LSG
group members, many of the participants (N=6) in the HSG also believed that
these statements had different degrees of truth-value. When further questions were
asked, they defended their standpoint by explaining that if these expressions were
totally wrong, then they would not be so popular in public; and also that they
themselves were witnesses of the truth of some of these expressions from time to
time. As far as they see on documentaries, for example, the Chinese actually can
eat “very nasty things too” as suggested by Participant 9 from the LSG. She
further suggests,

They call us Turks barbaric too. It is true to some extent you know... 40%
true at least, you know. We did a lot of barbaric things in history; isn’t it
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true? If not, why did the Chinese build the Great Wall of China? ... My
general opinion about this issue is that these statements are true. Perhaps,
not 100% true, but at least 80% true, I think... Of course not everyone in
Japan is hardworking; but if they are not hardworking in general, how then
they could re-build their country in a very short (period of) time...
(Participant 9)

The explanations of Participant 9 are a clear indicator of how strongly she
believes in these generalized statements. She also supports the popular
nationalistic buzzwords in Turkey like: ‘as a country, we are surrounded by

enemies’, and ‘Turks do not have any friends but other Turks’.

An example of those who do not totally reject stereotypes and generalizations in
the HSG is Participant 62, who argues that generalizations are not true all the time

but many people believe them because they are not totally wrong either.

...I think societies have some common characteristics, and many of the
people living in a society are influenced by them; ...They say the Japanese
people are hardworking. | personally agree with it. They are hardworking
because every Japanese family takes their children to the World War 2
museum and tells them ‘if you do not study or work, your end will be like
this’; so the children understand what the society expects from them. That
is, they must always be better than their enemies... No it does not mean that
all Japanese people are like that. Maybe, like 60% (are hardworking) and
the rest are not... (Participant 62)

A thorough reading of this quotation shows that this high scorer believes in
stereotypes too, but her belief is not as strong as that of the previous one, because
one can infer from her statements that she believes the stereotype about the
Japanese people to some extent, but also adds that it can only be 60% true. The
same participant reports even lower truth value percentages for the other
statements, especially the negative ones such as ‘Arabs are dirty’ (40%). Besides,
unlike the previous example, this participant sees the popularity of generalizations
and stereotypes as a result of nurture and environment rather than an external

culture.

When it comes to those (N=5 in the HSG, N=2 in the LSG) who argue against

generalizations and stereotypical beliefs, they mainly suggest that it is wrong to
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generalize because everybody is unique, and thereby does not necessarily carry
the characteristics commonly observed in the society. From this aspect, they take
a more individualistic perspective, which is in harmony with the ideals of PC. For
the sake of saving space, | will give the example of only one participant, that is
Participant 72 from the HSG.

I find all of such statements silly. All of them are the prejudices of those
who have hostility towards the people they don’t really know. For example,
I have a Chinese friend, and she is vegetarian, that is, she eats no meat at
all... and of course, she never eats whatever she finds. She is even pickier
than me about food... In my opinion, it is like saying every Turk likes the
Baklava, eats Kebab everyday. I hate the Baklava, I never eat it ...maybe
some of them are true to some extent. You know, there are a lot of Turkish
people who like the Baklava too. But still, one should not generalize...
Especially what they say about Arabs, | mean that they are dirty and stuff.
These are wrong. May be some of them use their hands to eat, but it doesn’t
mean they are dirty. Americans eat with their hands too at fast food
restaurants, so they are dirty too then... (Participant 72)

Although Participant 72 accepts that some of the generalizations can have some
degree of truth, they can only be true for some people, and for some others they

will be totally wrong.

Criterion 6: Attitudes towards the use of cultural and linguistic varieties in
English lessons

The analysis of the participants’ responses regarding the place of culture in the
language classroom as well as the inclusion of diverse cultural elements and
English varieties as a component of language instruction reveals a clear difference
between the two groups in terms of the number of students holding positive
attitudes towards diversity in the language classroom. More specifically, a
relatively more positive attitude is noticed in the majority of the HSG students
(N=7) towards cultural and linguistic diversity in English lessons. On the other
hand, two students in the same group reported negative attitudes, and two others
stated unclear opinions. An example to the HSG members who reported positive
views about the integration of cultural and linguistic diversity to English lessons

is Participant 35.
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I love learning about different things... Why not have them (different
things) in lessons too? In my opinion, information about the lifestyles of
different people can make English lessons more enjoyable ... (On the
nonnative English varieties) Like the English Indian people speak? I am not
against any of them (referring to English varieties). Some accents are really
funny; some are annoying... like the Indians. But it is necessary to learn
about them too. I mean, Indian movies are becoming more and more
popular. We can’t know what will happen in the future. (Participant 35)

The two students with negative attitudes reported differing reasons to explain the

source of their attitudes. For instance, student 56 reported that he did not see any

point in learning about different cultures; and nonnative English varieties.

...Honestly, I don’t understand in what way a nonnative speaker’s English
will contribute to my English speaking. In my opinion, they speak really bad
(English) too... I would certainly prefer native speakers, especially British
English... Why, because... they speak well. Because I will be an English
teacher in the future, my English must be good too. If | spoke like the
Indians in class, my students would certainly laugh at me... (Participant 56)

The expressions of Participant 56 clearly indicate a negative attitude towards
nonnative English accents, on the grounds that they may affect his own English in
a bad way. It should also be noted that this same student is against the
presentation of cultural diversity in lessons because it would be waste of time to

do so; he would rather “study pronunciation more”.

The other student who reported a negative standpoint on the same issue in the
HSG is Participant 42, who says that she welcomes every type of diversity as long
as it is on the information level. She adds that she is against the teaching of the so-
called nonnative foreign cultures, because “they are irrelevant” in the context of
ELT. As for the use of different English varieties, she says, she would rather be
exposed to British English or American English, “because they are the correct
English (forms)”.

The LSG, on the other hand, seems to have more members (N=7) with negative
attitudes towards both cultural and linguistic diversity in the language classroom.
To be more specific, only four of the group members suggested that they could

benefit from a variety of world cultures in English lessons; and only three of them
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supported the inclusion of native varieties in the Listening and Pronunciation
Course. One student said she had not given any thought to the issue before so she
had no idea about it. It should, however be noted that almost all of the students
with negative attitudes towards linguistic and cultural diversity in ELT support the
teaching of American or British cultures if culture is to be present in English
lessons. In other words, they are not against culture in the language classroom in
esssence; they are only against the inclusion of what some of them call the

‘irrelevant cultures’. An example is Participant 4.

...I'don’t think it is a good idea to give place to a lot of different cultures in
lessons because you can’t know a foreign culture only in a lesson... Culture
cannot be taught, it needs to be experienced... I think we should learn
normal English. I mean, it should be British English ... Our instructors can
naturally use them (other English varieties) in class to make us more
knowledgeable about them, but too much of them would not be
good...sometimes they (nonnative speakers) speak really bad English...
(Participant 4)
Another student (Participant 23) explains the reason for being against nonnative
Englishes with having “difficulty understanding” them. Similarly, Participant 25
suggests that she does not understand it when an Indian speaks English, and also
adds that she does not want to use them in her classes when she becomes a teacher
of English one day. Finally, Participant 2 asserts that English belongs to native
countries only, therefore if any culture is to be taught in lessons, it should be
“...the culture of the country...” (referring to the UK and USA), whose language
is taught “...because only the cultures of certain countries (the native speaking
countries) are important” for English learning. Besides, the same participant

opposes to the idea of nonnative English varieties as a part of the course too as

she further elaborates on the issue.

The original (version) of a language is more important. For example, no one
learns Azeri Turkish because Istanbul Turkish is the original version of the
Turkish language, so the foreigners who want to learn Turkish learn Istanbul
Turkish, not the Azeri Turkish... (Participant 2)

Participant 79 in the LSG is against the idea of a variety of cultures but supports

different Englishes in English lessons.
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In my opinion, language education is culture education in a way... Because
we are learning English in this department, we should get adapted to the
certain parts of the British culture, I think. Learning their culture will
facilitate learning their language too... No, I don’t think it will be useful
(referring to the presentation of cultural diversity in the classroom) because
those cultures (nonnative cultures) are not relevant to the course, I think.
(Participant 79)

The same student, surprisingly, holds a rather universal outlook on the use of

nonnative English varieties.

...there is no difference between an Indian speaking English and an
American speaking English as long as I can understand them. Language is
for communication after all... (Participant 79)

The seemingly contradictory explanations of Participant 79 can be attributed to
another finding of the study. According to the results of the ELFOS, the students,
who supported the inclusion of English varieties in the syllabus of the listening
and pronunciation course, from both groups almost unanimously wanted it on
information level; that is, to be knowledgeable about different accents spoken in
today’s world. In other words, they supported it on the level of learning about
linguistic diversity rather than accepting nonnative varieties as role models for

their own speaking and pronunciation. One example is Participant 61.

...learning about different (English) accents makes sense if we think that we
will communicate mostly with nonnative speakers in the future... An Indian
speaking English doesn’t make me feel anything different, but still | prefer
British English of course. Whenever | hear British English, | say to myself:
‘my English should be like this too’... I don’t know. It just sounds beautiful.
(Participant 61)

There are also some HSG members, who have ‘ultra’ positive attitudes towards
the inclusion of English varieties. One such student is Participant 46, who argues:
“I like all types of English ... of course I don’t think they are bad Englishes...
Yes, I can say, especially Indian English sounds very sweet to me”. She also adds
that different Englishes make her feel good about her own speech, which brings
us to the question of whether or not having a positive attitude towards nonnative

English varieties as well as being exposed to them plays a role in language
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learners’ self-esteem about their own English (see Matsuda, 2003). The example

of this Participant shows that the topic is worth further investigation.

Another important but unexpected finding related to the teaching of culture was
that six students from both groups drew attention to the importance of culture in
the classroom as a ‘facilitator of language learning’. One of these participants is

Participant 35.

Culture is important because it facilitates our learning English. For example,
if we are taught the cultural origins of a word in the vocabulary course, we
can remember that word more easily later... (Participant 35)

Another example is Participant 79, as reported earlier. He additionally points out
that cultural exchange programs are especially useful because “learning the

British culture helps us learn English more easily”.
4.8 Analysis of Written Reports

The findings from the pre-paragraphs, post reconsideration paragraphs and course
evaluation paragraphs are reported in reference to the previously reported results
of the study in order to determine the common points that will help draw
conclusions about PC. Since the whole purpose of these paragraphs as a data
collection tool was to reveal the participants’ general tendencies and overall
perceptions about different aspects of PC, the points that are directly related to PC

are reported in a general way without going into much detail.
4.8.1 Pre-Paragraphs

The participants wrote paragraphs on three separate culture-related topics in Time
1. The pre-paragraphs were analyzed to see their initial tendencies about a number
of PC-related topics that were reflective of the different aspects of PC. More
specifically, the analysis of the pre paragraphs showed the general patters in the
participants’ thinking styles regarding culture, the nature of culture, relationship

between language and culture, place of culture in the language classroom, as well
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as their preferences for friend selection before the experiment. Frequencies from

pre-paragraphs are given in Table 16.

Table 16. Descriptive Analysis of Pre-Paragraphs

ig;ir:}:f Explanation Category f %
1: Selection of The students’ responses to a hypothetical Native (Inner Circle) 68 883
native vs. situation of being able to live abroad for a Country )
nonnative year to improve their English were N tive Count
countires for L2 | analyzed to determine their preferences for Ool?tz? (')\;GEXO:: d?r/] 9 11.7
development the counry of study ( P 9)
2: Criteria of The students’ responses about a Personality traits
fr.iend selection hypothetical situation of living in a foreign (good character, like- | 65 82.3
in a foreian cosmopolitian city were analyzed in terms mindedness, etc)
 TOrelg of what criteria they would use to choose
setting their friends Some other factors 14 17.7
The students’ opini Perceptions Mainly Static 64 84.2
3: Perceptions ¢ stucents opinions about culture | Mainly Dynamic 12| 158
about whether they see -
about culture, I inl - Perceived
the relationship | CUluré as mainly static or o nchip Yes 71| 934
between dynamic, whether they between
lanauace and perceive a relationship lanauace and
cul?ureg and between language and cuI?ureg No > 6.
lace o’f culture culture, and finally their Inclusion of
ipn Enalish perceptions about the n(I:tu5|?n ° For 63 | 828
Iessor?s place of culture pedagogy C:J ura s )
in ELT were investigated EE?en Sin Against 3] 172

Topic 1: If you had a chance to improve your English abroad for a year, what

country would you choose for this opportunity? Why?

77 students answered this question, and the great majority of them (N=68)
mentioned either one or both of the popular inner circle countries, namely the
USA and UK (more specifically England). A focus on the participants who
decided on England revealed a variety of reasons for their choice. The most
popular ones are: England as the ‘motherland’ of the English language (N=13),
the beauty of British mainland, lifestyle, culture and/or music (N=12), and British
English as ‘the most accurate form of English” (N=8). Although, the reasons are
various, one can easily notice the dominance of perceptions regarding the
superiority of England as the motherland and origin of the English language, and
as a country where English is spoken in the best way possible. There also seems

to be a widespread interest in the British lifestyle and culture too.
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As for the participants who preferred America for their imaginary language study
opportunity, the major reasons were: the ease of the American accent (N=6); an
interest in the linguistic and cultural diversity in America (N=6); the beauty of
America, American culture, music and films (N=6). Although the reasons are not
as various as the ones in the previous group, one can easily notice that they are
mainly related to a desire to be in America because America hosts a variety of
cultures, languages, and also because she produces different forms of popular art.
Although the minority of the students gave language-specific reasons, such as the
ease of the American accent, almost noone reported analogies like the
‘motherland of English’ unlike in the first group. In fact, only one student
(participant 74) reported that she would choose America because it was ‘a native

speaking country’.

Only nine students mentioned neither of these two aforementioned native
speaking countries. Some of them named Malta (N=2), but the majority stated

that they would prefer Italy (N=5), because they liked this country very much.

The implications of these general tendencies in terms of PC will be discussed in
detail in the discussions chapter. Therefore, it suffices here to say that for the great
majority of the participants in this study, the UK and USA, especially England
and British English, still appear to be the best role models for their language

learning processes.

Topic 2: If you were currently studying or working in a foreign cosmopolitan city
which hosts people from all nations, how would you choose your close friends? In
other words, what would be your criteria for making close friends? In your choice,
how important would be a person’s ethnical background, country of origin,
religion, gender, mother tongue, physical appearance, clothes, thoughts, and

personality traits? Or would you have some other criteria?

79 participants answered this question, and all but seven of them indicated that
they would not select their friends according to their race, nationality, culture,

religion, gender, or home country. They further added that as long as they could
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get along well, these characteristics would not matter. In fact, quite a few of the
participants (N=36) strongly opposed to the idea of taking race, religion and
nationality as criteria for friend selection, arguing that it would be a racist thing to
do. 61 participants directly or indirectly pointed to a person’s personality traits as
the most important criteria for friend selection. More specifically, the most
desired criteria for many students were trustworthiness and sincerity, and 44 of

them also mentioned ‘like-mindedness’ as an important criterion.

Some students (N=18) reported that they would love to have friends from a
variety of countries to get familiar with those countries, mainly because it would
contribute positively to their self-development. However, eight of these students
also added that they could probably be better friends with the like-minded people
even if they came from different cultures. They also pointed out that mutual
respect was important. That is, their future friends should not have very foreign
tastes or lifestyles. One student (Participant 14) said he did not prefer friends from
the Balkans or Middle East, because they were similar to the Turkish. He rather

preferred people from more exotic places like the countries in Far East Asia.

One student (Participant 8), similarly, reported that she did not want to have
friends from certain countries because they were dirty and untidy although she did
not specify those countries. Two more students mentioned physical appearance as
an important criterion for friend selection. Participant 19 and Participant 47
mentioned country of origin as an important criterion. Two female participants
reported ‘gender’ as important. One of them claimed that men and women could
not really be best friends (Participant 64), and the other claimed that other people
could misinterpret such a relationship, so she would rather not have a male close
friend. The former student also mentioned religion as an important criterion for
friend selection. Two more students mentioned religion (Participants 33 and 59).
One student made mention of strong family ties, and also added that she would
choose only people with strong family ties as friends.Only two of the participants

(Participants 59 and 64) mentioned cultural proximity/similarity as an important
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criterion for making friends because people from similar cultures would stand a

higher chance of maintaining a good relationship.

These results clearly indicate that for the great majority of the participants
(approximately 82%, N=65), personality traits, thoughts, and like-mindedness
would be the only criteria for friend selection in a foreign cosmopolitan setting.
One can infer from their responses that for these students one’s cultural, ethnic,
linguistic, religious or social background are not very important. The remaining
18 % (N=14) mentioned some additional criteria for friend selection, however
only seven (approximately 9%) students pointed to features that were somewhat
related to a person’s ethnical, linguistic or religious background and/or
appearance. When these seven students are further studied, it is seen that they

have nationalistic thoughts, and also strong tendencies for making generalizations.

Topic 3: What do you think ‘culture’ is? What are the elements that constitute
culture? Is culture something versatile or stable? Is there a relationship between
language and culture? Should culture be a part of English lessons? If your
response to the last question is a ‘yes’, whose culture should it be? Why? Please

explain.

76 students answered the questions under this topic. The analysis of the answers
revealed that the great majority of the participants (N=64) were far from
perceiving culture as liquid. Although they mentioned a variety of factors that
constitute culture such as traditions, customs, language, religion, values, cuisine,
clothes, literature, architecture, education, economy, technology, attitudes,
lifestyles, history, and folk dances etc., it is clearly seen that the perception of
‘culture’ in their minds is determined by both national and regional boundaries. In
this respect, they only talk about national cultures such as the Turkish culture,
British culture or the culture of Eastern Turkey, Western Turkey etc. Besides, this
notion of culture is either totally static (N=11) or takes time to change (N=53),
because individuals cannot create cultures by themselves but societies create them

and transfer them from generation to generation (N=17). As a matter of fact, for
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Participant 17, “culture is another name for society”; and for participant 67,
“culture is the heritage of a country to be transmitted to future generations through

language”.

Most of the participants also draw attention to the accumulated nature of culture.
One participant, (Participant 14), for example, defines culture as “the totality of
everything from the past to the present”; and Participant 7 describes it as “the
accumulation of knowledge and traditions which is also affected by geography
and race”. Similarly, Participant 21 suggests that “culture is the shared values of

people living in the same society.”

Another common argument noticed in most of the responses is that culture has
both static and changing elements (N=31). More specifically, such components as
country, religion, customs, and traditions are generally perceived as the static
elements of culture. The majority of them also add that although the components
of culture are generally static, they may change in a long period of time or from
generation to generation (for example, Participants 14, 45 and 67). There are also
students like Participant 12, who suggest that some components of culture, like
religion and language, change more slowly than some others like the lifestyles of

people.

An analysis of the responses (N=12), which draw a somewhat different picture of
culture reveals that for seven students culture is nothing more than the lifestyles of
the individuals who constitute the society. From this perspective, cultures change
as the lifestyles of people change; and this change can be observed on a
momentary and contextual basis too. Needless to say, these students possess an
understanding of culture which is compatible with the social constructivist
arguments, and PC; that is, culture is created, recreated and shaped with constant

interactions with the rest of the society. An example is Participant 78.

Different people create their own cultures, so I create my culture. I don’t
care about what the society says...culture is a living being, and it develops
through continuous changes... (Participant 78)
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As for the remaining five participants, the situation is more complicated because
they do not accept a totally liquid culture but draw attention to the reciprocal
relationship between the common values of the society and individuals’ lifestyles.
In other words, the individuals do not behave totally independent of the societies’
rules. Instead, they shape the society with their lifestyles, thoughts and actions;
and in return are shaped by the prevalent thoughts and practices in the society.
These five participants are differentiated from the group of students who perceive
culture to have both static and changing elements (N=31) in the sense the
individual plays a key role in their perceptions. In other words, they take the
individual as the starting point, not the society; and the individual may refuse to
behave like the rest of the society. For example Participants 37 and 41 argue that
culture “changes from person to person”; and Participant 41 adds that this change
is “influenced by the society”. Similarly, Participant 37 suggests, “culture renews

itself all the time as the individual renews himself/herself all the time”.

The final aspect of Topic 3 investigated the participants’ perceptions regarding the
relationship between language and culture as well as whether culture should be an
integrated part of the language classroom. The findings indicate that the great
majority of the students (N=71) see a strong relationship between language and
culture; and 63 of them report a positive attitude towards the inclusion of culture
in English lessons. However, their responses also reveal that the majority (N=58)
do not mean a variety of cultures but only the British culture (N=32), American
culture (N=9) or both (N=17). In other words, they mainly prefer a culturalist
approach to culture teaching, in which only cultural information on the cultures of
the two popular native speaking countries should be presented in English lessons.

One such student is Participant 1.

The teacher can give information about the British culture because it is the
culture of the language we are learning. (Participant 1)

Only five students have a reportedly more global perspective. One of them is
Participant 43 as she suggests that a variety of cultures can be introduced to the
language classroom because “language learners come from a variety of cultures”.
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Another example is Participant 70, who mentions the Turkish culture, and also

Indian and French cultures as the cultures that can be covered in English lessons.

As for those who are against culture in the language classroom, they are generally
those who suggest that language and culture are not relevant concepts. For
example, Participant 67 argues that culture teaching is not necessary because one
can learn the language without learning ‘their culture’, referring to the cultures of
native speaking countries. She also adds that “we do not know our own culture
yet”, complaining about the lack of the local culture in English lessons. Similarly,
Participant 74 considers culture teaching unnecessary because she is going to be a
teacher of English, so she will not need it. She further elaborates that “the students
studying in the English language and literature department should learn about

culture, not us”.
4.8.2 Post Reconsideration Paragraph

Descriptive analysis results of the post reconsideration paragraphs are given in
Table 17 to present an overall picture about the nature of the reported attitudinal
changes in each group from Time 1 to Time 2. Further explanation is also

provided in this section to explain the numeric data displayed in Table 17.

Table 17. Descriptive Analysis of Post Reconsideration Paragraphs

IG (N=15) CG (N=4) COG (N=2)
R_eported Change from Time 1 to f % f % f %
Time 2
Overall positive atytudl_nal 12 80 0 0 0 0
changes towards diversity
Overall negative at_tltud_mal 3 20 4 100 5 100
changes towards diversity

The students were given back their pre-paragraphs at the end of the intervention

for reconsideration. They were told not to rewrite their answers but to revise their
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previous paragraphs only if their initial perceptions had somehow changed. By
means of this technique, it would be possible to investigate any possible opinion
and attitudinal changes after the experiment that could be attributed to the effect
of the intervention. As stated in the previous paragraph, more than half of the IG
members (15 out of 26, app. 58 %) reported change in their initial opinions and
attitudes. Further investigation into the nature of this change revealed that for
twelve of them, the experiment had resulted in positive attitudinal changes
towards cultural and linguistic diversity whereas only three reported negative
attitudinal change. Those who reported positive attitudinal changes put forward a
variety of explanations for this change, some of which were related to their
perceptions of culture, its place in the language classroom, and whose culture to
teach. A thorough analysis of their responses revealed that they had reportedly
become more tolerant of cultural and linguistic diversity in Time 2. One example
is Participant 61, who positively reports on the contribution of the course to

eliminating stereotypes and generalizations about the ‘other’.

I have learned so many things about different people and their lives...One
of the most important things I have learned in this course is that there are
good people and bad people in the world, and most of the generalizations
are wrong. (Participant 61)

Participant 72 reports similar opinions on the same issue.

Everybody has a different lifestyle and I think it is normal and natural.
They (people in a particular society) may not be reflecting their society, so
we should not have prejudices... In the past, I used to think culture as
something static. Now for me culture is more like the lifestyles of people.
Of course we are influenced by the lifestyles of other people too...
(Participant 72)

Another example is Participant 62, who reports on positive attitudinal changes

towards different English varieties, particularly the nonnative ones.

In the past I used to hate different English accents, and think that those
people spoke English in a really bad way. Now, my opinion is different. As
long as you can communicate, your accent does not matter much...
(Participant 62)
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The above quotes clearly indicate that these participants have acquired a new
perception of culture and English in the IG. They also developed an awareness of
and positive attitudes towards cultural and linguistic diversity. The appreciation of
linguistic diversity can easily be noticed in Participant 62’s statements, which

indicate she no longer thinks that nonnative English accents are essentially bad.

The minority of the IG members (N=3), on the other hand, reported a negative
change in their opinions in Time 2, mainly because they did not benefit much
from the culture presentations, and also that they would rather focus on native

speakers and their cultures in the course. One example is Participant 56.

If you are exposed to bad English all the time, it may affect your English
accent negatively... I really hated to hear especially the man from India;
because I could not understand a word at the beginning and even my accent
was much better than his... we need to do exercises with native speakers in
the second semester... (Participant 56)

In addition to the 15 members of the IG, 4 members of the CG also reported
changes in their thoughts. However, this change signifies a further move away
from the ideals of PC, namely that perceiving culture as liquid and constantly
constructed through interactions. To put it more clearly, their replies clearly
indicated that they learned a lot of things about native cultures and varieties, and

they benefited from them too. One example is Participant 47.

It was interesting to learn about the UK especially that it was composed of
different countries such as England and Scotland. I used to call the whole
UK England in the past... I used to think that the American accent was
easier to learn, now I think, the British accent is not that difficult and it is
better... if I had a chance to study abroad, I would certainly go to the UK.
(Participant 47)
Some COG students (N=2) also reported changes in the same direction as the
ones in the CG. More specifically, they reported that they began to think that the
British accent was more prestigious. It is worth to remember that they studied
phonetics, and learnt the standard pronunciation rules of the RP throughout the

semester. Therefore, this finding was hardly surprising.
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To sum up, the students’ reconsideration of their initial responses revealed that
only the practices in the interculturalist experimental group somewhat contributed
positively to their perception of the liquid nature of culture, as required by PC.
Besides, approximately half of the participants (N=12) in the IG reported more
positive attitudes in Time 2 regarding cultural and linguistic diversity, particularly

the place of English varieties in ELT.

The second type of written reports, that is, the course evaluation paragraph written
only by the experimental group students (both the culturalist and interculturalist
group members) further shed light on the participants’ opinions regarding the
culturalist vs. interculturalist classroom practices and materials used in the

experiment.
4.8.3 Course Evaluation Paragraph

Descriptive analysis results of the course evaluation paragraphs are presented in
Table 18 to provide an overall picture about the the experimental group
participants’ overall satisfaction with the instructional course materials and
procedures used during the experiment. The data in Table 18 is further explained

and interpreted in this section.

Table 18. Descriptive Analysis of Course Evaluation Paragraphs

1G (N=26) CG (N=28)
Repor_ted Level of Satisfaction with Course f % f %
Materials and Procedures
Mainly satisfied 19 73.1 22 78.6
Mainly not satisfied 3 115 6 214
Unknown 4 16.4 0 0

The course evaluation paragraphs were written by the participants of both
experimental groups to evaluate the materials and practices during the
intervention. The idea was to reveal their level of satisfaction, or possible

discomfort with the culturalist vs. interculturalist classroom practices and
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materials. As displayed in Table 18, the majority of the IG participants (N=19 out
of 26) reported that all in all it was a positive experience for them to attend this
course because they learned a lot of things, and that they enjoyed listening to a
variety of accents. Four participants did not write anything to evaluate the course
and three suggested that they did not like especially the nonnative English
listening passages used for listening practice. In other words, they mainly gave
negative comments on the use of nonnative varieties in the lessons. Participant
72’s statements in the IG can be given as an example of those who defined the use

of interculturalist classroom practices and materials ‘as a positive experience’.

This course has had a positive effect on me because it has changed my
perspective about different people and places. It helped me to revise my
prejudices too. Now, I think twice before making generalizations, and I
think it is a good thing... I have learned a lot of new things too. For me, this
course became like a window to the real world... I am familiar with very
different accents now.” (Participant 72)

In the same group, Participants 61 and 62 stated similar opinions in the sense that
the cultural presentations and discussions made them question a lot of things by

helping them think about the world in a more comprehensive way.

The presentations made me question my knowledge about the world, different
peoples and cultures. (Participant 61)

Participant 62 reported similar opinions regarding the positive contribution of the

course.

I truly enjoyed learning about a variety of cultures because it helped me to
evaluate different things from a different perspective... I feel like I know
the world better now. (Participant 62)

Another example from the IG is Participant 69, who argues that the course has

broken her prejudices about different English accents.

It was the first time I did a listening exercise with an Indian man on the
tape. I first thought it was a joke. I certainly found it strange to hear that bad
English. Now, when I think about it there was actually nothing wrong with
his accent. So, I think it is OK to have different accents. My accent is very
different too, but certainly better than that Indian’s accent... (Participant 69)
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Similarly, Participant 62 argues that being exposed to different accents
contributed to her language development positively, because she will be able to
“follow Indian movies more easily”. One of the three participants who gave
negative feedback about the course materials and procedures in the IG was

Participant 56.

I don’t think nonnative accents contributed much to me. They had terrible
pronunciation and they negatively affected my accent too. I don’t
understand why you didn’t use native speakers in the listening exercises in
the first place. (Participant 56)

In a similar way, participant 42 argued that she did not benefit from the nonnative
listening exercises because these accents did not contribute positively to her
language learning. It should, however, be noted that the same participant also
added that she respects “different Englishes and they do not disturb” her at all.
One can infer from her seemingly contradictory statements that she is only against
the use of nonnative Englishes as course materials, finding them unbeneficial in

terms of her own language learning.

A look at the CG, on the other hand, reveals that the majority of the participants
who evaluated the course (N=22 out of 28) were satisfied with the course
materials and procedures, but only 6 made some negative comments. Those who
were satisfied with the course stated that they had learned a lot of things about
native speakers and their lives through the culture presentations. As for the four
students who were not happy with the course, the main problem was again with
the listening passages. More specifically, some of the speakers were hard to
follow (especially those speakers from Australia, and Scotland). Another problem
voiced by four of them was that the culture presentations were boring and did not
contribute much to their English. Instead they suggested doing phonetics like the
other class (the COG) instead, arguing that it would certainly have been more
beneficial to learn the phonetic alphabet to correct their pronunciation mistakes.
Some of them (N=2) reported they would prefer British English listening

passages, rather than Australian, or Scottish.
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To sum up, an analysis of the course evaluation paragraphs indicates a high level
of satisfaction with the course in both experimental groups. Besides, the majority
of the participants in both groups reported that they had learned a lot about
culture. However, it should be noted that only the students in the IG reported
positive attitudinal changes towards linguistic and cultural diversity and their
place in language learning. Although there were few and weak complaints about
the use of nonnative English varieties in the listening exercises, the interculturalist
group members were overall content with exposure to various cultures and
Englishes, claiming that it was a different experience for them, and also that the

course contributed positively to their language development too.
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION

5.0 Overview of the Chapter

In this chapter the findings of the study are discussed in reference to the three
main and three sub research questions. This chapter also reports on the
implications of these findings for researchers, policy makers, language teachers,
teacher candiates and students. A new model of PC is suggested based on the

findings of the study. The chapter ends with suggestions for further research.
5.1 Conclusive Summary and Discussion of the Findings

Qualitative and quantitative findings of the study are discussed under each
research question. The findings are compared and contrasted to the findings of
similar studies in the literature to better illuminate different aspects of PC,

intercultural and ELF research, and the relationship between them.
5.1.1 Discussion of Research Question 1

‘Is there a relationship between proteophilic competence (PC), and attitudes

towards spoken English varieties?’

An important assumption of the study, supported by previous literature (e.g.,
Baker, 2009; Dirba, 2007) is that there is a relationship between interculturality
and attitudes towards ELF varieties. This relationship was investigated under the

first research question of the study. Both quantitative and qualitative findings
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reported in Chapter 4 clearly indicate the existence of such a relationship between
PC and ELF attitudes. First of all, a Pearson’s correlation on the PCS scores and
different sections of the EVAS revealed a weak to moderate but significant
positive relationship between these two measures. For a certain number of the
participants at least, high PCS scores meant more positive attitudes towards all
spoken English varieties, and especially the nonnative ones. Additionally, there
was weak but highly significant positive correlation between Item 4 of the ELFOS
and PCS scores, pointing to a relationship between willingness to learn about
different accents in the classroom and PCS scores. In other words, the higher the
PCS scores were, the more willingness the students displayed to learn about

different English varieties in class.

MANOVA on the different variables of the study revealed a parallel change in the
participants’ PCS and EVAS scores. The interaction effect between time and
group on both PCS and inner and expanding section scores of EVAS revealed a
similar attitudinal change in the groups. More specifically, the groups differed
significantly from Time 1 to Time 2 in terms of their PC levels and attitudes
towards the inner and expanding circle varieties. Besides, a comparison between
the PCS and EVAS scores also revealed an overlapping attitudinal change in the
groups. More specifically, the IG participants displayed a score rise from both the
PCS and grouped nonnative varieties (outer + expanding) measure of EVAS from
Time 1 and Time 2, indicating higher PC levels and more positive attitudes
towards nonnative English varieties in Time 2. In other words, the groups which
were statistically equal on these measures in Time 1 differed significantly in Time

2 as a result of the intervention.

The analysis of the qualitative data also revealed an overlap between the
participants’ PCS scores and their opinions regarding the regrouped aspects of PC
(Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007): 1) level of sociability/friend choice criteria 2)
attitudes towards linguistic and cultural diversity 3) ease of adaptation to new
situations, and 4) inclinations towards stereotypes. More specifically, the
participants’ opinions about other people’s cultures and their language use were
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found to be reflective of their PCS scores in most cases. To put it more clearly,
only the low scorers (LSG) complained about the use of ethnic languages in
Turkey. Besides, these were mainly the same students who were opposed to either
the whole idea of culture teaching, arguing that there was no relationship between
language and culture, or the teaching of various world cultures and Englishes in
the listening and pronunciation course. The majority of the HSG members, on the
other hand, reported more positive attitudes regarding the inclusion of both
different cultures and English varieties in the course. Contrary to the LSG
members, the majority of the HSG participants also reported diversity in their
entourage, a more complicated understanding of culture, and fewer tendencies to
believe in generalizations. Besides, unlike the LSG members, the majority of
them reported that they could easily adapt to new situations, and that they could

start living in a foreign setting without much difficulty.

The overlap between the qualitative and quantitative findings is hardly surprising
when one considers that the main idea behind PC is to develop a more welcoming
attitude towards all sorts of diversity including cultural and linguistic differences.
For example, both Dervin (2006, 2010) and Dirba (2007) suggest that a high level
of PC is an indicator of a high level of tolerance for differences, as well as an ease
of adaptation to new places and contexts. Additionally, Dirba, clearly indicates
that PC requires adopting an ELF perspective in language learning rather than a

native speakerist one.

According to Dervin (2006, 2010) and Dirba (2007), PC aims to achieve this
welcoming attitude towards diversity by fighting all generalized expressions and
stereotypical beliefs about the ‘other’. The arguments about the relationship
between language and culture (e.g., Forsman, 2006; Su, 2008) necessitate that
linguistic variation is accepted as one of the most important aspects of cultural
diversity. From this aspect, one would normally expect a parallelism or overlap
between the attitudes towards different Englishes and attitudes towards different
cultures. The findings of this study clearly indicate that there is indeed a
relationship and parallellism between these two variables. Therefore, the general

149



assumption of the study regarding the existence of such a relationship has been

verified by both quantitative and qualitative findings.
5.1.2 Discussion of Research Question 2

‘Would learners in the culturalist and interculturalist experimental groups and
control group differ significantly after the experiment in terms of their

proteophilic competence (PC)?’

An analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data revealed significant group
differences after the experiment regarding the aforementioned regrouped aspects
of PC. In the coming section, these changes are reported under three related sub
research questions. First of all, ANOVA results on the participants’ PCS scores
are interpreted to make certain inferences in terms of the groups’ PC levels in
Time 1. Next, the results of the MANOVA are summarized to underline the main
effects of time and group, as well as the interaction effect between time and group
on the participants’ PCS scores. Then, the significance of these findings is

explained in reference to the regrouped aspects of PC.

Depending on the earlier reported findings on the similar patterns between PCS,
EVAS, ELFOS scores and qualitative data, it is now confidently claimed that
English varieties are a form of linguistic diversity, and attitudes towards them is
naturally an important aspect of PC. In this respect, the findings from the pre and
post administrations of the EVAS, which was used in this study as a
complementary instrument to measure PC, are discussed under the second sub
research question. Besides, the implications of the pre and post EVAS scores, as
well as the significance of any score changes from Time 1 to Time 2 are explained

in reference to the three sections of EVAS.

Finally, under the third sub research question, the frequency analyses of the
ELFOS, and the qualitative analyses of the interviews and written reports are

elaborated on to derive certain conclusions regarding the participants’ initial
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attitudes and opinions related to the components of PC, and the implications of

these changes in terms of the study.
5.1.2.1 Research Question 2a

‘Would the participants’ Proteophilic Competence Survey (PCS) scores differ

significantly between the groups before and after the experiment?’

The quantitative data, analyzed by means of MANOVA addressed to this research
question. The ANOVA results on the pre-PCS scores had revealed the statistical
equality of groups in Time 1. According to the MANOVA results, the determined
interaction effect between time and group, and a main effect of group on PCS
scores revealed that the PCS was a successful instrument in terms of
differentiating the initially identical groups. Further analysis of the MANOVA
results through the LSD post-hoc test displayed a significant increase only on the
PCS scores of the IG whereas the scores of the CG and COG decreased
significantly from Time 1 to Time 2. A closer inspection of the results also
showed that the intervention was particularly more impactful in creating a mean

difference between the IG and COG.

An interpretation of these findings indicates that culturalist versus interculturalist
classroom practices and course materials result in a significant difference on EFL
teacher candidates’ PC levels as measured by the PCS. Whereas the participants
who are exposed to a variety of cultures and Englishes in a critical way develop a
higher level of PC, those who get a traditionally culturalist instruction with target
culture only/native English only practices display a lower level of PC at the end of
the course. The mean difference with a higher significance value between the 1G
and COG is also noteworthy in the sense that the COG took no culture instruction
throughout the course but only focused on the rules for the correct pronunciation
of British English. In other words, they mainly dealt with the accuracy of English
speech from an inner circle perspective. The CG students were exposed to cultural
variety but only that of inner circle native speaking countries. From this aspect, it

appears that putting culture totally out of the language classroom has a more
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negative impact on language learners’ PC levels than dealing only with inner
circle countries, their cultures and English varieties. According to these results,
the only way to increase language learners’ PC appears to be bringing a variety of
world cultures and Englishes to the language classroom, and dealing with them in
a critical way. In the present study, this critical aspect was achieved through
culture presentations followed by the critical questions of the lecturer, and focus

group discussions on the presented culture-related topic in the IG.
5.1.2.2 Research Question 2b

‘Would the participants’ English Varieties Attitude Survey (EVAS) scores differ

significantly between the groups before and after the experiment?’

The one-sample t-test analysis on the pre/post scores from the sections of EVAS
revealed a significant difference in the participants’ attitudes towards inner, outer
and expanding circle English varieties. More specifically, all participants were
significantly more positive towards inner circle listening samples both in Time 1
and Time 2. The CG and COG, however, displayed less positive attitudes in Time
2 towards the outer and expanding circle samples, which were later grouped under

the category of ‘grouped nonnative varieties’ of EVAS for further analysis.

In addition to the difference between inner circle varieties and the grouped
nonnative varieties, the one-sample t-test analysis also indicated a significant
mean difference between the scores obtained from the two nonnative variety
sections of EVAS, that is, between the outer circle section and the expanding
attitude circle section. To put it more clearly, the participants were significantly
more positive towards the expanding circle varieties than the outer circle ones in
Time 1. Although the MANOVA results showed the main effect of time on all
sections of EVAS, indicating an attitudinal change in Time 2, the one-sample t-
test analysis on the post scores revealed that the difference between the sections of

EVAS was still statistically significant (p<.001) after the intervention.
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These one-sample t-test results clearly indicate that Turkish EFL teacher
candidates have more positive attitudes towards the native varieties of English
than nonnative ones; and exposure to intercultural practices and nonnative English
varieties do not change this situation significantly. In fact, as reported under the
MANOVA results section, intercultural practices unexpectedly resulted in more
positive attitudes regarding inner circle Englishes. Additionally, Turkish EFL
teacher candidates also have more positive attitudes towards the expanding circle
varieties of ELF than the outer circle ones. This finding can be explained due to
the fact that the expanding circle Englishes are more familiar to them. After all,
Turkey is an expanding circle country according to Kachru’s (1985, 1992)
categorization. Besides, there is usually a stronger influence of the local language
on outer circle Englishes due to the fact that English is usually one of the formal
languages in those countries (Seidlhofer, 2004); and that the locals usually change
English in order to adapt it to their own local contexts, like in the case of Singlish
(Schmitz, 2012). As a result of these factors, the participants might have
perceived the outer circle varieties stranger and more foreign-sounding than the

expanding circle ones.

The findings about more positive attitudes towards native English varieties and
negative or less positive attitudes towards nonnative ones have been repeatedly
reported in the previous literature (e.g., Abeywickrama, 2013; Bayyurt &
Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway, 2013; Kaypak & Ortagtepe, 2014; Ke & Cahyani,
2014; Kuo, 2006; Timmis, 2002). The majority of these studies used only opinion
questionnaires or qualitative data collection tools to determine the participants’
attitudes. The present study, however, verified these findings with real listening
samples from a spoken speech archieve. From this aspect, it contributed to the
literature by supporting the previous studies from a different perspective. All in
all, it appears that native English accents are still superior to nonnative ones in the

eyes of FL learners.

The present study supports Kelch and Santana-Williamson (2002) too. An
important finding of Kelch and Santana-Williamson’s study is that language
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learners are endowed with the ability to easily differentiate between native and
nonnative varicties of English. The relatively less positive attitudes to the
nonnative varieties than the native ones, which did not change even after
exposure, are also similar to what Galloway and Rose (2014) found with a group
of Japanese language learners. Just like the findings of the present study,
Galloway and Rose report generally negative attitudes towards nonnative English
accents, which remain the same even after exposure to nonnative Englishes
through voluntary listening exercises. Nevertheless, the participants of their study
perceived listening practice with nonnative Englishes as an overall positive or
good experience. This finding also supports the present study in that language
learners are not generally against different English accents, and they see it as a
positive contribution to their learning process; but they still believe that nonnative
varieties are sort of bad Englishes; therefore, they do not accept them as
appropriate models for their own language learning.

MANOVA on the EVAS scores revealed a main effect of time on all of the three
sections of the survey. To put it more clearly, the participants’ attitudes changed
significantly between the pre and post administrations of the survey due to the
intervention. The MANOVA results clearly indicated that the intervention was
effective in differentiating the groups in terms of their attitudes towards native and
nonnative listening samples. To be more specific, the main effect of time
indicated that the participants changed their attitudes towards inner, outer and
expanding circle Englishes independently of their groups in Time 2. There was an
additional interaction effect between time and group on the inner and expanding
circle section scores of EVAS, as well as the grouped nonnative varieties scores.
Finally, there was a main effect of group only on the expanding circle section
scores of the survey. The interaction effect of time and group on the scores from
the inner, expanding, and grouped nonnative varieties of EVAS clearly revealed
that the intervention successfully resulted in group differences on these measures.
In other words, the groups, which were statistically equal in Time 1, displayed

significantly different attitudes in Time 2 on these three measures.
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A closer analysis of the inner circle section scores through pairwise comparisons
revealed no significant change in the COG and CG scores despite the significant
increase in the IG scores, indicating more positive attitudes of the IG towards
inner circle English varieties in Time 2. These findings are noteworthy because
only the IG students took the ELF treatment; that is, they were exposed to a
variety of nonnative listening passages; yet they appreciated native English
varieties significantly more than they previously did, and also more than the other
two groups in Time 2. The pairwise comparisons on the expanding circle section
scores of EVAS, on the other hand, displayed a significant decrease in the CG and
COG scores from Time 1 to Time 2, with a higher significance value in the COG.
The IG participants, however, increased their scores, which created a significant
group difference between the IG and CG; and also between the CG and COG.
Further analysis of the expanding circle section scores via an LSD post-hoc test
verified a statistically significant, and relatively higher mean difference between
the two experimental groups, and also a lower but still significant mean difference

between the CG and COG.

The differentiation of the experimental groups according to their attitudes towards
nonnative English varieties was expected due to the nature of different classroom
procedures followed in each group. However, the significant mean difference
between the CG and COG had not been predicted. The pairwise comparison
between these two groups displays a more noteworthy significant decrease in the
COG scores, indicating stronger negative attitudinal changes in this group towards
nonnative varieties. This finding can be explained with the obsessive focus on
pronunciation accuracy that took the RP as the only model of correct English
pronunciation in the COG. There was also an excessive amount of corrective
feedback on pronunciation errors and mistakes in this group. It appears that these
practices led to a higher level of disapproval towards nonnative English varieties
when compared to the practices followed in the other two groups. After all, the
practices in this group implied that the only correct form of English pronunciation

was RP, and all of the other alternatives were unacceptable, or simply incorrect.
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Although a shaper decrease was found in the expanding circle section scores of
the COG participants, creating a significant difference between this group and the
CG, the latter group had the lowest mean score from this section of the EVAS,
which resulted in an even higher level of significant differentiation between this
group and the IG. In other words, the intervention played a significant role in
differentiating the two experimental groups, with the IG holding significantly
more positive attitudes, and with the CG holding more negative attitudes towards

expanding circle varieties in Time 2.

In the final analysis, the critical ELF-informed interculturalist practices had a
positive impact, and the native-speakerist/culturalist ones had a negative impact
on the participants’ attitudes towards the nonnative English varieties under
investigation, as predicted before the experiment. To put it more clearly, the
overall nonnative attitudes of the IG was significantly more positive than the CG
in Time 2. The initially equivalent attitudes of the two groups diversified

significantly in Time 2, resulting in more positive attitudes in the IG towards ELF.
5.1.2.3 Research Question 2¢

‘What are the participants’ opinions about culture, English varieties and their use
in the language classroom, and would they report any attitudinal changes after the

experiment?’
5.1.2.3.1 Initial Opinions and Attitudes

Discussion of ELFOS Findings

Learner beliefs and attitudes have a context specific and dynamic nature;
therefore, they may show great variation in different contexts and times (Tanaka
& Ellis, 2003). The frequency analysis of the ELFOS revealed strongly positive
attitudes towards native English varieties; and generally positive opinions about
the teaching of culture and nonnative varieties in the language classroom. Almost
all of the participants (96.4%, N=80) accepted the current position of English as

an international common language (see Item 1), and the majority of them
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disagreed (85.5%, N=71) with the sole ownership of English by the inner circle
countries (see Item 2). Additionally, 74.7% of the participants (N=62) displayed a
welcoming attitude towards nonnative English varieties in the language
classroom, mainly for informative purposes though (see Item 4). As for choosing
a role model for their own learning, however, the participants still showed a
preference for native speaking teachers (61.4%, N=51, see Item 5); and a very
strong desire (95.2%, N=79) to make their speech as native-like as possible by
agreeing with the statement in Item 6 that they would like to speak with a native
accent of English. Finally, Item 3 about the superiority of communication over
native-like accuracy or vice versa created confusion in the participants. For almost
half of them (44.6%, N=37) agreed that as long as one can communicate with the
other person, how one speaks English is not very important whereas for the 37.3%

(N=31), native-like accuracy was also very important.

These results clearly indicate the superiority of native English accents over
nonnative ones as role models for the Turkish EFL teacher candidates in this
study. As for the nonnative accents, the majority of them are not against their
introduction to the language classroom in the format of general knowledge.
However, they would certainly avoid these accents in their own speech. One can
also infer from these results that Turkish EFL teacher candidates will mainly use
the native varieties of English, as well as cultures of native speaking countries in
their lessons when they themselves become teachers of English. They may also
present different world cultures, and English varieties just to give information
about them because most of them are not against diversity in the classroom for
informative purposes as long as it is handled in a rather target culture-oriented

way, that is through the transfer of generalized knowledge about the ‘other’.

The findings of the present study are similar to those of Uygun’s (2012), and

Galloway and Rose’s (2014) because in both of these studies, the participants

understood the changing global role of English in today’s world, and also

prioritized communication over native-like accuracy; but still preferred native

English varieties for their own learning. In other words, they had a relatively high
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level of awareness regarding the ELF perspective but had little or no idea about
what this new perspective implied in terms of FL teaching and learning. Csizér
and Kontra’s (2012) study, which was conducted on 239 Hungarian language
learners, reported similar findings in the sense that their participants’ were trapped
between, on one side, awareness of the ELF perspective, and on the other, the
importance of native English as a role model. The standard native English variety
exerted a more powerful effect on the participants’ thinking even after becoming

aware of the ELF perspective.

The Analysis of the ELFOS by means of MANOVA indicated a main effect of
time on Item 4 and Item 6, and an interaction effect between time and group on
Item 3. In other words, the participants’ opinions regarding items 4 and 6 changed
significantly after the experiment irrespective of group; and their opinions about
Item 3 created significant group differences. In other words, Item 3 was the only
item of the ELFOS that differentiated the groups significantly in Time 2. To put it
more clearly, the IG participants agreed more with the statement that ‘as long as
one can communicate, how one speaks English is not very important’. In this
respect, it can clearly be seen that the experiment was successful in helping the 1G

members to prioritize communication over accuracy.

Although the within-subjects contrasts of MANOVA did not show any time-
group interaction on Item 4, the between-subjects analysis revealed a significant
main effect of group on this item. Besides, the LSD post hoc test showed a
significant difference between the COG and 1G, with a noteworthy decrease in the
COG’s scores. The IG students preserved their previous position, and the CG
participants, though not significant, disagreed less with the statement in Time 2.
The COG’s responses to Item 4 underline the negative impact of native variety-
only (RP in this case) phonetics instruction on attitudes towards the use of
nonnative accents in the classroom. From this aspect, undergraduate ELT
programs can be redesigned or simply enriched with Jenkins’ (2000) LFC
phonetics, and a variety of English accents, so that the students will realize the
only correct form of spoken English is not RP.

158



The participants’ opinions changed significantly from Time 1 to Time 2 on Item 6
of ELFOS too. Although this change was not enough to create group differences,
it was still noteworthy so see a decrease in the mean scores of all groups. To put it
more clearly, significantly more participants disagreed with the idea of speaking
with a native accent of English in Time 2. This change might have resulted from a
sufficient number of participants’ realization of the fact that it was not possible for
them to speak with a native accent of English. Native-likeness is an unrealistic
goal anyway (Seidlhofer, 2004). In this respect, the participants of this study
prioritized mutual intelligibility more (see Jenkins, 2006) in Time 2. The
significant time-group interaction on Item 3 scores also supports this finding. The
COQG, on the other hand, did not change their opinions significantly, and the CG
agreed less with it, thereby putting accuracy before communication. These
findings display the effect of the intervention, and clearly emphasize the important
effect of presenting linguistic and cultural diversity in the language classroom on

FL leanerners’ perceptions about English native accents.

IG’s prioritization of intelligibility over native-like accuracy in Time 2 can be
seen as a good predictor of their future practices as language teachers. When they
become teachers, they are expected to be concerned more with communication
rather than error correction, and thereby contribute postively to their students’
communicative skills. Needless to say, an overconcerning attitude with native-like
accuracy, which is usually the case with Turkish EFL teachers (Coskun, 2010)
can be intimidating and discouraging in terms of communication (see Matsuda,
2003). It seems the classroom practices in the CG and COG led the participants in
these groups to be more concerned with native-like accuracy, and they may reflect
this attitude in their teaching. It certainly is an undesirable outcome in terms of PC

and ELF ideals.

The findings also support Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012) and Uygun’s (2012)

studies in the sense that the great majority of Turkish EFL university students take

native English varieties as models for themselves, which indicates that sounding

native-like is still very important for Turkish EFL learners. 66% of Uygun’s
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participants, who were EFL teacher candidates, reported that they would prefer a
native English variety when they became teachers. Like the participants of
Bayyurt and Altinmakas but unlike those of Uygun’s, however, the majority of
the participants in the present study reported a preference for the RP rather than
the GA. The participants of both Uygun’s study and this study reported similar
reasons for preferring one of the two native English accents though; more
specifically, the GA is generally perceived to be clearer and easier to understand
whereas the RP is seen as the original spoken form of the English Language, and
also more prestigious. When it comes to exposing learners to nonnative English
varieties, 71% of Uygun’s participants reported that it was important to
familiarize students with different Englishes, which is also in keeping with the
findings of the present study. When the findings of both studies are taken
together, it is clearly seen that for Turkish EFL teacher candidates, the inner circle
standard accents are still important both as models for their own learning, and also
for instructional purposes. However, they also believe that exposure to nonnative
varieties is important, but only for creating familiarity with different English
accents. They do not want to take them as models.

In addition to the ELFOS findings, interviews and pre-paragraphs also contributed
to determining the participants’ opinions and attitudes regarding the different
aspects of PC, English varieties and their use in the classroom. In this respect, the
interviews with both low and high PCS scores were analyzed qualitatively and
reported with frequencies in Chapter 4. The findings are summarized and

discussed below.
Discussion of Interview Findings

The first criterion for interview analysis was the participants’ ‘level of sociability
and friend choice’. It was considered that the participants with high PCS scores
would report a higher level of sociability. However, the findings revealed that
both the high scoring group (HSG) and the low scoring one (LSG) reported
similar levels of sociability. When it came to friend choice, both groups
highlighted like-mindedness and good personality traits as the most important
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factors in friend choice. In this respect, level of sociability was not a good
indicator of the PC level. However, it should be noted that the diversity of
existing friends distinguished the high scorers from the low scorers because most
of the HSG students had a lot of friends from a variety of backgrounds whereas
the great majority of the LSG students chose their friends from a more limited
environment, and some also had reservations about certain groups of people such
as people from Eastern Turkey. Therefore, diversity of friends, rather than level of

sociability, was found to be a better indicator of PC level.

The second criterion for interview analysis was ‘ease of adaptation to new
situations’. The participants’ responses revealed that this criterion was indeed a
good indicator of the PC level, because the number of the LSG participants who
reported adaptation difficulties was much greater than the number of the HSG
participants. It also appears that for the majority of the LSG members it takes
longer to adapt to new situations while the opposite is valid for the HSG
members, because they reported relatively shorter time periods and less difficulty
for adaptation. From this perspective, ease of adaptation was shown to be an

effective indicator of the PC level.

The third criterion was ‘perceptions about culture’, which differentiated the HSG
from the LSG. More specifically, the HSG members generally had a more
complicated perception of culture. As a matter of fact, both groups drew attention
to mainly static and dynamic elements of culture, but the majority of the LSG
members primarily focused on these ‘static elements’ such as religion, traditions,
language, etc. Besides, they claimed that they felt a medium to strong level of
influence of the static elements of culture on their lives. This finding was in direct
contrast to the HSG participants’ responses because they reported no, weak or
medium effect of culture on themselves in reference to these ‘static’ cultural
components. In fact, for 3 of them, culture was nothing more the lifestyles, words,
and actions of people. Whereas most of them did not deny common characteristics
of people living in a particular area, they asserted that it was the individual who
might or might not choose to follow these characteristics. In this respect, this third
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criterion was also useful in terms of differentiating the HSG from LSG, and

thereby proved to be a good indicator of PC level.

‘Attitudes towards diversity’ was the fourth criterion used for interview analysis.
The analysis of the participants’ responses via this criterion indicated a group
difference between the LSG and HSG, because a greater number of students in the
LSG were against the idea of more cosmopolitan Turkey, mainly on the grounds
that much diversity would pose a threat to the Turkish identity and culture, and
also that they might get lost in diversity. Besides, some of these same students
uttered negative comments about the minorities in Turkey, as well as the Turkish
citizens of Kurdish origin. On the other hand, an overall more welcoming attitude
was reported by the HSG members towards both cultural and linguistic diversity
despite a small number of negative comments. In fact, the majority of the HSG
participants perceived diversity as a positive contribution to their self-
development. In this respect, the different attitudes reported by the two groups

towards diversity were found to be a useful indicator of PC level.

The fifth criterion was ‘inclinations towards generalizations and stereotypes’. The
majority of the participants from both groups believed that generalizations were
true to some extent. However, the number of students who believed them, as well
as the strength of their beliefs varied from group to group. More specifically, the
students in the LSG were more inclined to believe in negative generalizations than
the ones in the HSG. As for their perceptions about positive generalizations, both
groups were more or less identical. Besides, it appeared that some of the students
in the LSG had somewhat strong nationalistic tendencies to the level of excluding
the ‘other’. These same students believed such expressions as ‘we are surrounded
by enemies as a nation’, and ‘Turks do not have friends but other Turks’. In this
respect, not all generalizations and stereotypes but only the negative or

nationalistic ones were found to be indicators of the PC level.

The participants’ responses were also analyzed in order to understand their

‘attitudes towards the use of cultural and linguistic varieties in English lessons’,
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which was the sixth and final criterion used in interview analysis. The results
displayed a generally negative attitude among the LSG members towards the
introduction of different cultures and English varieties in lessons. Their arguments
were basically centered on the idea that culture teaching could be useful as long as
the cultures to be brought to the classroom were representative of the native
speakers’ lifestyles, traditions, and daily routines etc. As for the other cultures,
they were highly irrelevant in the context of ELT. Some in this group even
claimed that there was no direct relationship between language and culture. The
case was the opposite with the HSG students because exactly the same number of
participants supported cultural diversity in the language classroom, mainly
because they thought they would enjoy and benefit from different cultures in
English lessons. The groups showed a similar thought pattern with English
varieties too, with a greater number of LSG members, who held negative attitudes
towards the use of nonnative varieties. Nevertheless, there were also HSG
participants who opposed to the idea of using nonnative varieties for educational
purposes, on the grounds that they would not benefit from Englishes that were
‘worse’ than their current English level. Some HSG members also objected to the
idea of cultural diversity in the classroom, giving similar reasons to those in the
LSG that only the target cultures really mattered for ELT. All in all, positive
versus negative attitudes towards the inclusion of a variety of cultures and
Englishes in lessons were shown to be an indicator of PC level. However, it needs
to be added that the contradicting standpoints in both groups makes it a somewhat

less strong criterion in terms of determining PC level.
Discussion of Pre-Paragraphs

The pre-paragraphs indicated an overall admiration and preference for native
speaking countries and their English varieties as role models for FL learning,
which parallels the previously reported findings of the ELFOS. Besides, when the
totality of participants is taken into consideration, it appears that they mainly have
a static perception of culture, as an entity which is created by the society and
reshaped over a long period of time. In fact, only a small number of students
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perceived culture as a liquid entity created and recreated by individuals on a
momentary basis through interaction with other people. In this respect, it would
not be wrong to claim that most Turkish EFL teacher candidates’ perception of
culture is rather static and traditional; and therefore far from the perception of a
dialogically-created liquid being underlined in PC discussions. Even those with
high PCS scores are confused about which elements of culture are static and
which ones are dynamic. Some of the participants simply name the dynamic
elements of culture as ‘individual lifestyles’, which according to them may or may

not reflect an external culture.

The pre-paragraphs also revealed that the great majority of the participants are not
against the inclusion of cultural elements in the language classroom because they
belive that there is a relationship between language and culture. However, when it
comes to the question of whose culture to teach, it appears to be necessarily the
culture of a native speaking country. More specifically, many of the participants
prefer the British culture, and some prefer the American culture. The findings are
in keeping with Galloway and Rose’s (2014) study, which showed that general or
cultural interest in a country or a group of people could explain why learners
prefer a certain English variety. Those who reported a more global intercultural
perspective, on the other hand, were few in their study and also in the present
study. This finding also supports the previous findings that Turkish EFL teacher
candidates are still heavily target culture and native English accent oriented
regarding their perceptions about culture and ELF (e.g., Bayyurt & Altinmakas,
2012). Even though they are not against the introduction of different cultures and
English varieties in lessons, they would mainly choose an inner circle country and

a native accent as role models.
5.1.2.3.2 Post Opinions and Attitudes

In addition to the pre-paragraphs, written reports also showed the effect of the
intervention on the participants’ PC level from a qualitative perspective. In this

respect, the reconsideration paragraph and course evaluation paragraph were
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particularly useful in discovering the changes in the participants’ opinions and

attitudes in Time 2.

The reconsideration paragraph was written by approximately % of the participants
(N=21), the majority of whom (N=15) were the IG members. The rest did not
report any changes in their initial opinions and attitudes that they had previously
reported through pre-paragraphs in Time 1. An analysis of the reconsideration
paragraphs revealed that approximately half of the students (N=12) in the IG
became reportedly more aware and tolerant of diversity in Time 2, and some of
them also added that they could choose a nonnative country for language study
rather than an inner circle one, indicating that they became more aware of the
global dimension of English, and also that the native speaking countries are not

the sole owners of the English language.

The course evaluation paragraph data supported the findings from the
reconsideration paragraphs. 19 out of 26 students in the IG saw the course as a
positive experience in the sense that it was both informative about different people
and their lifestyles, and useful in terms of language development through
exposure to a variety of Englishes. There were, however, a few complaints about
the irrelevance and low quality of nonnative accents. Besides, these participants
also reported that they did not see any benefit in being exposed to nonnative
cultures and varieties, and that they did not understand some nonnative English
varieties. 22 out of 28 students in the CG were satisfied with the course for
similar reasons. They especially enjoyed the fact that culture was an integral part
of the course. Some (N=4), however, complained about some of the native
varieties such as Australian English or Scottish English; and two of them did not
like the culture presentations because they were boring and not very beneficial for

language learning. They said they would rather learn the RP phonetics instead.

The findings that indicate hierarchical differences even within inner circle
varieties support Galloway (2013) and Galloway and Rose (2014) in the sense

that for EFL teacher candidates, one particular native variety is superior to others.
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Similar to Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012) study, the majority of the participants
in this study displayed a preference for the RP. In studies which were conducted
on Japanese language learners (e.g. Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014;
Rivers, 2011) however, the participants preferred the GA as a model and reference
point for their FL learning. In this sense, Matsuda’s (2003), Galloway’s (2013)
and Galloway and Rose’s (2014) studies are similar in terms of showing the
superior position of American English over other accents for Japanese language
learners. Unlike Japanese learners, however, the Turkish EFL teacher candidates
in this study commonly prefer RP as a model for themselves. The Turkish
participants of Uygun’s study (2012), on the other hand, reported a preference for
GA. The Turkish EFL learners in Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ study also display a
preference for the RP. The contradictory findings indicate that Turkish EFL
teacher candidates may diverse in their choice of native English accent. Therefore,
more research is needed to understand the direction and nature of this

diversification.

The results reported up to this point clearly indicate attitudinal changes especially
in the IG students towards adopting a more global perspective of culture and
English in Time 2. Most of them also reported positive opinions about classroom
materials and procedures, stating that the course was overall a good experience.
These findings support Galloway and Rose (2014), because the participants of
their study displayed very similar attitudes after ELF-informed practices from a
GE perspective. More specifically, they had more positive attitudes towards
nonnative Englishes, but still preferred the GA as a model for themselves; and in a
similar way, they saw the ELF-informed course an overall good experience. The
findings also support Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012) study because ELF-aware
practices in a college level oral communcations class raised the participants’
awareness and motivation levels in terms of WE/EIL, so that they reported more
positive opinions about and attitudes towards nonnative English varieties after the
course. Besides, the participants of Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ study made highly

positive comments about the course at the end of the semester, and reported that
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the course was an overall positive and motivating experience, which are in

keeping with the findings of the present study and those of Galloway and Rose.

When the qualitative findings of the present study are taken together with the
quantitative ones, it would not be wrong to claim that the experiment has
succeeded in creating the desired and predicted more positive attitudes towards
cultural and linguistic diversity in the perceptions of the EFL teacher candidates

under investigation.
5.1.3 Discussion of Research Question 3

‘Would learners in the culturalist and interculturalist experimental groups differ
significantly before and after the experiment in terms of their listening

comprehension test (LCT) scores from native and nonnative listening passages?’

Weak but significant correlation was found between PCS scores and LCT scores,
further analysis with MANOVA revealed only the main effect of time on the
native and nonnative section scores of LCT. In other words, the participants
increased their scores from Time 1 to Time 2 independently of the variety type
used in the LCT. The LSD post-hoc test on the LCT nonnative scores, however,
indicated a significant group difference between the CG and COG. The overall
improvement of the participants’ LC can be attributed to the regular listening
practice in the experimental groups. The score increase may also have been
resulted from the familiarity effect of the test. After all, the same test was used as
a post instrument after a period of 12 weeks. In this respect, the students might
have been still familiar with some of the listening passages, questions, or options.

Therefore, they might have scored significantly higher in Time 2.

The difference between the CG and COG, on the other hand, can be interpreted as
the result of regular listening exercises in the CG and no listening practice in the
COG. To remember, the COG students only focused on the RP phonetics, and
were thereby kept deprived of any chance to improve their listening skills in the

course. As a result of these different practices in the two groups, the participants
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in the CG might have scored higher from the nonnative section of the LCT. This
finding had not been predicted because it was the IG who had been exposed to
nonnative listening passages in the course not the culturalist one. Therefore, if a
group difference would appear regarding the nonnative LCT scores, it should have
been between the IG and other groups. To put it more clearly, the IG participants
had been expected to score significantly higher from the LCT nonnative section,

however this prediction was not realized.

All in all, this study failed to show a significant effect of culturalist vs.
interculturalist practices accompanied with native vs. nonnative listening
exercises on the LCT scores of Turkish ELF teacher candidates. Although there
was a correlational relationship between PCS and LCT scores, the experiment did
not differentiate the groups on these two mediums in a meaningful way. Further
studies can investigate learner attitudes and LC in a more detailed manner by

directly targeting these two variables.
5.2 Implications of the Study

The findings of the present study have certain implications for policy makers,
teacher education programs, teacher educators, teacher candidates, teachers and
students, as the most important stake-holders. The study also has implications for
researchers. Policy makers should be careful about the changing needs of
language learners in today’s globalized world, and revise their educational
policies accordingly. However, it should be noted that policy makers are still
highly in favor of culturalist and native-speakerist ELT practices (Rivers, 2011);
and the situation does not seem to change in the near future despite the growing
interest in interculturalism and ELF (see Alptekin, 2013; Baker, 2012; Dervin &
Dirba, 2006). The Turkish Ministry of National Education and Council of Higher
Education should design their policies by taking all sorts of diversity into
consideration from a social constructivist perspective while designing university
programs, especially the ones in faculties of education. In today’s postmodern

world, (Forsman, 2006; Hargreaves, 1994) modernist education systems, which
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are based on the transfer of information under the guise of unquestionnable
‘facts’ cannot meet the needs of the new generation (Baker, 2009) because all
types of information are accessible to young people over the Internet. Therefore,
schools and educational programs need to be redesigned (Sifakis, 2007) to
welcome different and contrasting ideas rather than trying to impose a certain kind

of viewpoint on students.

The findings of the present study like those of Bayyurt and Altinmakas’ (2012)
and Galloway and Rose’s (2014) indicate that FL learners can actually benefit
from a critical stance in an undergraduate course. To be more specific, they can
develop more positive attitudes towards people who are linguistically and
culturally different from them. Needless to say, a welcoming attitude towards
differences is an important step forward to the much-desired democratic society
where people can exist with their own colors. In this respect, this study implies
that policy makers can contribute to Turkish democracy and multivocality through

integrating critical interculturalist practices into educational programs.

Another important finding of the study is that the majority of teacher candidates
perceives a strong relationship between language and culture, and believes that
culture education should be a natural part of language teaching. From this
perspective, ELT programs can offer more courses reflective of various world
cultures rather than only focusing on the generalized, stereotypical cultural traits
of the inner circle English speaking countries (see Kachru, 1995; 1992) such as
the UK and USA. Although the results display a strong tendency by the
participants to see the inner circle countries, their cultures and English varieties as
role models and reference points, it appears that this perception is mainly the
result of the culturalist policies that still dominate ELT practices and materials
(Rivers, 2011). Most English textbooks are still loaded with images from inner
circle countries (Dogancay-Aktuna, 2005, McConachy & Hata, 2013; Matsuda,
2003); and they present a particular native English variety as the only correct form
of English. In this respect, they are far from reflecting the actual spoken English
that varies not only from country to country but also from person to person,
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group-to-group, region-to-region even within the so-called inner circle countries.
Although it may not be possible to introduce every linguistic or cultural variety to
EFL teacher candidates, teacher educators can still help them become aware of
this diversity. So that, future language teachers can adopt a more accepting
attitude towards differences by keeping in mind that there is not only one correct
code of cultural conduct or form of English. Thereby, they will focus more on the
communicational aspects of English rather than placing error correction in the
center, as they generally do now. In other words, they will hopefully have a higher
level of awareness about the importance of being able to communicate in the
foreign language rather than to remember and recite the rules of the language for a
test. From this aspect, they will be teachers of not native English but ELF, as
Sifakis (2007) suggests.

The study also underlined the relationship between PC and ELF. In this respect, it
confirms Baker (2009), Dirba (2007), and also the commonsense that people who
are tolerant of cultural diversity should also be tolerant of linguistic diversity.
After all, language is an important component of culture (Su, 2008). This
particular finding requires that teacher education programs should not only
include a variety of world cultures, but they should also expose teacher candidates
to a variety of world Englishes. As reported by Coskun (2010), The Council of
Turkish Higher Education supports the ELF perspective from an exposure point of
view for the course Listening and Pronunciation II. The council especially
suggests the presentation of native and nonnative spoken English varieties
together in this course. Although it is an important step to weaken the hegemony
of inner circle countries and their Englishes in ELT programs, many teacher
educators unfortunately ignore this recommendation, and still prioritize the RP or
GA phonetics in their courses. Besides, other EFL teacher education courses
prioritize the inner circle countries, their English varieties, lifestyles, literatures
too as if they were the sole owners of the English Language (Bayyurt &
Altinmakas, 2012). This study shows that such practice has a negative impact on

Turkish EFL teacher candidates’ PC. In other words, they become less welcoming
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of both cultural and linguistic diversity. Needless to say, when these teacher
candidates become teachers of English, they are likely to prioritize native
countries and their Englishes, and this vicious circle makes a revolutionary change

in ELT practices impossible.

It should, however, be noted that neither cultural variation nor linguistic one
should be handled with a modernistic point of view (Forsman, 2006). In other
words, teacher candidates should not be exposed to differences only for the sake
of being informed about them because such an approach may strengthen the
existing stereotypes or generalizations about the other (Dai, 2011; Dervin; 2006;
Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011). More specifically, making cultural comparisons
between countries, which is a natural outcome of a modernistic approach to
interculturalism, may lead to more false information about other people and their
Englishes. Instead, a dialogic critical thinking perspective is needed (Baker, 2009,
2012; Bayyurt & Altinmakas, 2012; Dirba, 2007; Ho, 2009; Luk & Lin, 2014;
McConachy & Hata, 2013) to problematize the origin of these differences
(Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011). From this social constructivist viewpoint to ELT,
students will become aware of not only the differences, and respect them, but also

the underlying factors such power struggle, injustices, and oppression.

The researcher agrees with Dervin (2006, 2010) that transition from a modernistic
outlook to a postmodern one requires a major revolutionary change in the whole
education system, which may not what the policy makers desire in the first place.
However, teacher educators and teachers can still make their courses more
inclusive of differences and more reflective of diversity (e.g., Bayyurt &
Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway & Rose, 2014; Uygun, 2012). They may also try to
help their students understand that these differences are not essentially good or
bad. To put it more clearly, if students understand that some cultures are not
necessarily bad because they are not like the cultures prevalent in western
developed countries, they will feel more self-confident about their own
differences too. Besides, if they realize that there is not only one correct form of
English, they will feel better about their own Englishes (see Ferrell & Martin,
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2009; Matsuda, 2003; Matsumoto, 2011). According to the results of this study,
EFL teacher candidates may still set being native-like as a goal in their learning
(e.g., Csizér & Contra, 2014; Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014; Matsuda,
2003; Rivers, 2011; Uygun, 2012), but the realization that even native speakers
vary to a large extent in their English will hopefully lead them to become more
critical of the whole concept of Native English as well as the superiority of it over

nonnative English varieties.

The researcher believes that a true revolutionary change in ELT will only be
possible by a paradigm shift from modernism to postmodernism in the whole
educational system, and more specifically in ELT. Besides, a true change in
perceptions about culture and language in ELT can only be achieved by means of
adopting a more global perspective in ELT, which requires that teacher educators
and teachers change their traditional way of teaching (Seidlhofer, 2013). The
findings of this study imply that PC and ELF are related in essence, and thereby
the ongoing discussions on them should be taken together to achieve this desired
global perspective. Considering that such a big change does not seem possible in
the near future, teacher educators and teachers should create a change by making
their courses more reflective of diversity from a critical pedagogy perspective. In
short, this study reveals that, making a significant difference is possible through
following different classroom procedures and materials throughout a first year
course in an ELT program of a Turkish university even when the educational
system preserves its modernistic status.Finally, the findings of this study have
implications for future researchers who want to conduct studies on IC, PC, and
ELF. More specifically, these concepts are related in essence, and therefore can be
investigated together in ELT research. To these ends, the researcher of the present

study suggests the ELF-informed PC model to be used in further research.
5.3.1 ELF-Informed PC Model

The ELF-informed PC model is presented in Figure 15. The ELF-informed PC
model is based on Dervin’s (2006, 2010) and Dirba’s (2007) discussions, and also
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the findings of this study regarding the relatedness of PC and ELF perspective. It
aims to bring together the ELF attitudes research with PC research, claiming that
this togetherness can better explain language learners’ attitudes towards linguistic

and cultural diversity, as well as their place in ELT.
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Figure 15. ELF-informed PC Model (Adapted from Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007)

As displayed in Figure 15, this new model is composed of five main categories

and four sub categories, which have been placed under the last category. Based on

the findings of this study, the researcher claims that the main categories, which
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are: perceptions about the complexity of the individual, perceptions about culture,
structure of the entourage, perceptions about stereotypical beliefs (especially the
negative ones), and finally perceptions about diversity are the five components of
PC, because they were the main indicators of PC level in this study. The sub
categories, on the other hand, were placed under ‘perceptions about diversity’,
because they further elaborate on the notion of diversity, by first dividing this
notion into two categories as ‘attitudes towards linguistic diversity’ and ‘attitudes
towards cultural diversity’; and then by specifying them as ‘attitudes towards the
use of English varieties’ and ‘attitudes towards the use of intercultural practices’

in ELT.

In its present form, the ELF-informed PC model can serve as a reference point for
researchers who decide to bring together intercultural and ELF practices in the
language classroom. The PCS can be revised according to this new model to be

used in future studies.
5.3 Suggestions for Further Research

PC is a relatively new concept that needs more research. The literature reveals that
it has not so far attracted the attention it deserves. We can see only a few
researchers like Dervin (2006, 2010), Dervin and Dirba (2006), Dirba (2007), who
investigated the issue and suggested different models for PC. Therefore more
research is needed on PC and its connection with ELF. This study is important
because it argues that PC research needs to be combined with ELF attitudes
research, because they show parallelism in the basis of welcoming diversity
(Dirba, 2007). The researcher of the present study underlines the fact that
linguistic diversity is a form of cultural diversity; and thereby attitudes towards
cultural diversity must be related to attitudes towards English varieties for FL
learners. The findings support the existence of this assumed parallelism. However,
there is still need for further research to establish this relationship on a safer
ground by strengthening or else contradicting the findings of the present study.

Based on the findings, the researcher suggests the ELF-informed PC model to be
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used in further research. As explained previously, the ELF-informed PC model is
based on Dervin’s (2006, 2010) and Dirba’s (2007) discussions and also the
findings of this study regarding the relatedness of PC and ELF. From this aspect,
the model aims to bring together the ELF attitudes research with interculturality
(see Baker, 2009), assuming that it can better explain language learners’ attitudes
towards linguistic and cultural diversity, as well as their use in ELT. The PCS can

be revised according to this new model to be used in future studies.

Further research can be conducted with the revised PCS in order to measure the
PC levels of language learners from a variety of backgrounds. It is by far clear
that the PCS levels of language learners can be a good indicator of positive or
negative attitudes towards the ‘other’. According to the PCS scores, certain
changes can be made in classroom practices and materials. To put it more clearly,
critical intercultural practices with both cultural and linguistic diversities in the
language classroom may help language learners develop positive attitudes
regarding different people and the languages they use (e.g., Bayyurt &
Altinmakas, 2012; Galloway & Rose, 2014).

In future studies, the PCS, EVAS, and ELFOS can be combined and administered
together as one instrument after certain changes are made. The PCS can also be
revised in the light of the qualitative findings reported in the study; more
specifically that the criterion of ‘sociability and friend choice’ may not be a good
indicator of PC level, but rather diversity of friends can. Therefore, the items
related to the level of sociability can be replaced with ones that focus more on the
variety of existing friends, that is, the structure of the entourage in the ELF-
informed PC Model. In addition, the study also reveals that attitudes towards
positive generalizations and stereotypes do not always parallel the participants’
PCS scores; attitudes towards negative generalizations and stereotypical beliefs
do, however. From this aspect, The PCS can be focused more on the negative

expressions about the ‘other’ in future studies.
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Considering that the present study was cross-sectional in nature, longitudinal
studies can be designed to focus on the long-term effects of culturalist vs.
interculturalist practices on EFL teacher candidates. In this respect, the PCS,
EVAS and ELFOS can be given after longer interventions and at regular intervals
to see whether there would be any changes in participants’ scores. The
participants may also be interviewed about their classroom practices and materials
when they become teachers. However, one should keep in mind that change in
one course of a teacher education program might not make a big difference in how
teacher candidates perceive diversity in the long term. Therefore, a more global,
critical, and intercultural perspective may be adopted in several courses of the
program, and then the effects of such a change can be investigated on novice

language teachers and their classroom practices.

Further research may also focus on learner attitudes regarding different inner
circle varieties such as the RP, GA, Australian or Scottich English because they
may display great variety too (e.g., Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014).
The findings of this study reveal that students do not react as positively to
nonstandard inner circle accents as they to the standard ones. More specifically,
they do not treat all inner circle spoken varieties in the same way. For example, a
few students complained about Australian and Scottish accents. From this respect,
further research with the EVAS is needed to differentiate better the participants’
perceptions regarding different native accents of English in addition to the

nonnative ones.

Different qualitative data collection tools such as portfolios, dairies, and
observations can be used in further research on PC for more in depth analysis of
the participants’ perceptions. A longitudinal study with more qualitative tools can
better indicate whether teacher candidates who take different culture treatments
actually become more globally-oriented teachers with a wider perspective about
the world and about the role of English in the changing world. Ethnographic

research can also be an alternative to classical data collection tools.
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In the final analysis, further research should address to especially the limitations
of the present study; more specifically that it was cross-sectional in design;
therefore future researcher should be based on longitutinal studies with more
qualitative and preferably ethnographic data collection tools. Besides, this study
followed a quasi-experimental research design, and therefore the findings from
the limited sample of EFL teacher candidates are not generalizable to the whole
population of FL learners and student teachers. Future studies, however, may
adopt a true-experimental design with more hygienic data collection procedures
with a smaller number of interfering factors in order to attain more generalizable
results if the aim is to make generalizations depending on the findings. Although
every precaution was taken for objectivity, the fact that the researcher of the study
was also the course instructor might have created concerns about the possible
existence of bias about the reliability of the results, especially that the participants
might have reported impressionistic data. In this respect, future studies can be
conducted with the assistance of peer researhers to eradicate the possibility of

such concerns.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Piloted Version of PCS

Liitfen asagidaki ankette yer alan maddeleri dikkatlice okuyarak, size en uygun yanit1 isaretleyiniz.
Verdiginiz yanitlar, kiiltiir ile ilgili bir arastirmada kuallanilacaktir. Samimiyetiniz ve 6zverini i¢in

tesekkiirler.
Mustafa Tekin
[1] Kesinlikle KatiilMIyorum ®1
[2] KatilMIyorum ®
[3] Kararsizim
[4] Katiyorum ©
[5] Kesinlikle Katiliyyorum © 0O
8 6 © 00
1LKISIM
1 | Herkesin bana benzedigi ve benim gibi davrandigi bir 1 2 3 4 5
toplulukta yagamak ve ¢aligmak, kendimi daha rahat
hissetmemi saglar.
2 | Etrafimda kiiltiirel agidan benden farkli insanlar 1 2 3 4 5
oldugunda, kiiltiirel degerlerimin tehdit altinda oldugunu
hissederim.
3 | Insanlar arasinda farkliliklarin oldugu bilincinde olmama 1 2 3 4 5
ragmen, benzerliklere odaklanilmasi gerektigine
inantyorum. Sonugta hepimiz insaniz.
4 | Insanlar arasindaki farkliliklar1 onayliyor ve bu 1 2 3 4 5
farkliliklara saygi duyuyorum.
5 | Diger insanlarin sahip olduklari diinya goriislerinin, kendi 1 2 3 4 5
sahip oldugum diinya goriisii kadar gegerli ve saygin
oldugunu diisliniiyorum.
6 | Diinyanin farkli yerlerinde yasayan insanlarin tuhaf 1 2 3 4 5
oldugunu diisliniirim.
7 | Bilmedigim bir dili konusan insanlarin i¢gindeyken kendimi 1 2 3 4 5
huzursuz hissederim.
8 | Benden farkli goriinen ve davranan insanlar hakkinda 1 2 3 4 5
bazen uygunsuz seyler diigiindiigiim olur.
9 | Gelismekte olan iilkelere, batinin sosyal, ekonomik ve 1 2 3 4 5
politik sistemlerini benimsedikleri 6l¢iide maddi yardimda
bulunulmas: gerektigine inantyorum.
10 | Bazi insan gruplarinin ciddi anlamda sorun yaratan bir 1 2 3 4 5
yapiya sahip olduklarini ve bu sebeple de iyi davranilmayi
hak etmediklerini diigiiniiyorum.
11 | Kendi 6nyargilarimla birlikte toplumsal ve kiiltiirel 1 2 3 4 5
kaliplar1 da sorgularim.
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12 | Bazi kiiltiirlerden gelen insanlarin dar kafali oldugunu 4

diisiiniirim.
2.KISIM

13 | ‘Kiiltiir’ denen olgunun, sahip olunabilecek sabit bir 4
biitiinden ¢ok, akici degisken bir siire¢ olduguna
inantyorum.

14 | Sahip oldugum diinya goriisiiniin i¢cinde yasadigim 4
toplumun kiiltiiriinden kaynaklandigini diisiiniiyorum.

15 | Insan davranislarinin biiyiik bir kisminin temelinde 4
kiiltiirel nedenlerden ¢ok i¢giidiisel nedenler olduguna
inantyorum.

16 | Kiiltiirden kiiltire degisiklik gostermeyen degerlerin 4
olduguna inantyorum.

17 | Insan duygularinin disa yansimalarinin kiiltiirel olmaktan 4
cok evrensel olduguna inantyorum. Nereye giderseniz
gidin, giilimseme giilimsemedir.

18 | Davranislarimizla sergiledigimiz farkliliklarin, kiiltiirel 4
olmaktan ¢ok farkli diinya goriislerimizin bir sonucu
oldugunu diisiiniyorum.

19 | Diinyanin dort bir yaninda yasayan insanlar arasindaki 4
farkliliklarin gitgide azaldigi bir diinyada yasadigimiza
inantyorum.

20 | Her toplumun o toplumda yasayan herkes igin gegerli 4
genel bir kiiltiirii vardir.

21 | Biriilkede yasayan herkes kiiltiirel agidan ortak 6zellikler 4
sergiler.

22 | Ayni iilkede yasayan her bireyin ayri bir kiiltiirii vardir. 4

23 | Biz so6z ve davraniglarimizla kiiltiirii kendimiz yaratiriz. 4

24 | Giinlik yasamda sahip oldugumuz rollerimize gore farkli 4
kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.

25 | Belli bir andaki ruh halimize gore farkl kiiltiirel 6zellikler 4
sergileriz.

26 | Cinsiyetimize gore farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz. 4

27 | Karsimizdaki insanin s6z ve davranislarina gore farkl 4
kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.

28 | Sahip oldugumuz arkadas ¢evresine gore farkl kiiltiirel 4
ozellikler sergileriz.

29 | Sahip oldugumuz akraba ve komsularimiza gore gore 4
farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.

30 | Belli bir anda sergiledigimiz kiiltiirel 6zellikler, 4
bulundugumuz ortama gore degiskenlik gosterir.

31 | iginde yasadigimiz toplumun kiiltiirii, davramiglarimizi 4
belirleyen en 6nemli etkendir.

32 | Farkli iilkeden biriyle iletisimimde, hosuma gitmeyen bir 4
durum ile karsilagtigimda, bunun kiiltiirel farkliliklardan
kaynaklandigini diisiiniiriim.

33 | Kiiltiir, nesilden nesile aktarilan degismesi zor bir olgudur. 4

34 | Her birey, belli bir toplumsal kiiltiirii temsil eder ve o 4
kiltiir ile 6zdeslesmistir.

3.KISIM

35 | Kiiltiirel agidan, su anda i¢inde yasadigim toplumdan, ¢ok 4
daha farkli bir toplumda yasamak ve ¢aligmak icin
kendime firsat yaratirdim.
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36

Gegici siireligine, kendi diinya goriigiimii terk ederek,
baska kiiltiirden birinin diinya goriisiinii benimseyebilirim.

37

Kargilastigim durumlari birden fazla kiiltiirel bakis agisi ile
degerlendirebilirim.

38

Diinyadaki farkli insanlar, kiiltiirler ve sorunlar hakkinda
yeni bilgiler 6grenmeye devam etmek istiyorum.

39

Diger iilkelerdeki insanlarla ilgili ¢ekici ve ilging gelen
seyleri, kendi yagamimda denerim.

40

Diger iilkelerdeki insanlarla kaynasma konusunda
yeterince Ozgiivene sahibim.

41

Yeni insanlara, yerlere ve durumlara kolaylikla uyum
saglayabilirim.

42

Farkli tilkelerden insanlar arasinda bir kiiltiir kopriisii
olusturabilecek yetiye sahip olduguma inantyorum.

43

Yabanct bir kiiltiirden gelen insanlarin fikirlerini kabul
etmekte zorlanirim.

44

Biriyle iletisim kurarken, o kisi ile aramdaki kiiltiirel
farkliliklara odaklanirim.
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Appendix B: Factor Analysis Results of Piloted PCS

Descriptive Statistics of the Items in the Piloted PCS

ltem # Mean Std. Deviation
Item24 3.6229 .91936
Item25 3.2798 1.07161
Ttem26 3.4842 1.09394
Item27 3.2895 1.09382
Item28 3.5523 98727
Item29 3.5596 .96435
Item30 3.5401 1.05471
Item37 4.1995 .70476
Item39 3.4720 .98331
Item2 4.0584 1.02719
Item6 4.1995 1.01650
Item8 4.1119 .99860
Item11 4.0414 97817
Item43 3.7032 1.10408
Item14 2.2384 1.05534
Item15 2.0487 .86817
Ttem20 2.1436 92199
Item21 2.7056 1.08580
Ttem33 2.6813 1.17831
Item34 2.3358 .92349
Ttem40 3.8273 97622
Item41 3.7908 97781
Ttem42 3.6375 .90928
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Rotated Component Matrix of Component Analysis of the Piloted PCS

Item # Component

Item24 .594 -.007 .163 205
Item25 .655 .163 .149 .016
Item26 .647 -.052 -.025 .035
Item27 771 .037 .058 -.078
Ttem28 .804 -.005 .019 -.101
Item29 767 -.082 -.024 -.163
Item30 702 -.151 .044 -.078
Item37 183 -117 383 253
Item39 237 .065 453 .106
Item2 .088 155 .013 .598
Item6 -.037 -.027 .005 .670
Item8 -.016 .013 129 .673
Item11 -.154 115 .048 .674
Item43 -.067 -.042 300 S12
Item14 .008 .665 .092 .104
Item15 -.081 .676 -.004 .036
Ttem20 -.052 597 -.063 -.134
Item21 .050 .589 -.018 .082
Item33 .013 573 .001 .070
Item34 -.035 748 -.103 .020
Item40 .044 -.055 811 138
Item41 -.049 -016 814 .071
Ttem42 .014 -.008 788 -.034

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.

a. Rotation converged in 5 iterations.
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Factor Loads of the Items in Piloted PCS

Compo Initial Eigenvalues Extraction Sums of Squared Rotation Sums of Squared
nent # Loadings Loadings
Total % of Cumulative | Total % of Cumulative | Total % of | Cumulative
Variance % Variance % Variance %
1 3.828 16.645 16.645| 3.828 16.645 16.645| 3.668 15.950 15.950
2 2.966 12.896 29.541| 2.966 12.896 29.541| 2.613 11.359 27.309
3 2.605 11.325 40.866 | 2.605 11.325 40.866 | 2.482 10.790 38.099
4 1.574 6.845 47711 1.574 6.845 47711 2211 9.612 47.711
5 .986 4.285 51.997
6 957 4.160 56.157
7 931 4.047 60.204
8 .858 3.731 63.935
9 .825 3.589 67.524
10 742 3.224 70.749
11 728 3.166 73.915
12 .703 3.055 76.969
13 .669 2911 79.880
14 .624 2.713 82.593
15 .609 2.650 85.243
16 544 2.366 87.609
17 .509 2215 89.824
18 480 2.085 91.908
19 471 2.049 93.957
20 418 1.818 95.775
21 353 1.536 97.311
22 337 1.463 98.774
23 282 1.226 100.000

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

192




Appendix C: Main Study Version of PCS

Degerli 6@retmen adayi,

Liitfen asagidaki ankette yer alan maddeleri dikkatlice okuyarak, size en uygun yaniti isaretleyiniz.
Verdiginiz yanitlar, yabanci dil 6gretiminde kiltiiriin yeri ile ilgili bir aragtirmada kullanilacaktir.
Arastirmada kisisel bilgileriniz kesinlikle gizli tutulacak olup, yanitlariniz asla ders performansinizla
veya notlarinizla iliskilendirilmeyecek, lehte veya aleyhte kullanilmayacaktir. Samimiyetiniz ve 6zveriniz
i¢in simdiden tesekkiirler.

Mustafa Tekin
Ad Soyad:
Siif : VA () /B () 1/C()
Cinsiyet: Erkek () Kadin ( )

[1] Kesinlikle KatilMIyorum ® ®

[2] KatilMIyorum ®
[3] Kararsizim (@)
[4] Katihyorum ©

[5] Kesinlikle Katihyorum © ©

SLE) ® ® © ©0O
1 | Giinliik yasamda sahip oldugumuz rollerimize goére 1 5 3 4 5
farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.
2 | Belli bir andaki ruh halimize gore farkli kiiltiirel
I o 1 2 3 4 5
ozellikler sergileriz.
3 Clns'lyeFlmlze gore farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler 1 5 3 4 5
sergileriz.
4 | Karsimizdaki insanin s6z ve davranislarina gore 1 ) 3 4 5
farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.
5 | Sahip oldugumuz arkadas g¢evresine gore farkli
e 1w o . 1 2 3 4 5
kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.
6 | Sahip oldugumuz akraba ve komsularimiza gore 1 ) 3 4 5
farkli kiiltiirel 6zellikler sergileriz.
7 | Sergiledigimiz kiiltiirel 6zellikler, bulundugumuz
b o o 1 2 3 4 5
ortama gore degiskenlik gosterir.
8 | Sahip oldugum diinya goriigiiniin, i¢inde yasadigim 1 ) 3 4 5
toplumun kiiltiirinden kaynaklandigini diisliniirim.
9 | Insan davramislarinin biiyiik bir kismimin temelinde
kiiltiirel nedenlerden baska nedenler olduguna 1 2 3 4 5
inanirim.
10 | Her toplumun o toplumda yasayan herkes i¢in gecerli
et e 1 2 3 4 5
genel bir kiiltiirii vardir.
11 | Biriilkede yasayan herkes kiiltiirel agidan ortak
N ) 1 2 3 4 5
ozellikler sergiler.
12 | Kiiltiir, nesilden nesile aktarilan degismesi zor bir
1 2 3 4 5
olgudur.
13 | Her birey, belli bir toplumsal kiiltiirii temsil eder ve o
e o1 L 1 2 3 4 5
kiiltiir ile 6zdeslesmistir.
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14 | Karsilastigim durumlari birden fazla kiiltiirel bakis

acist ile degerlendirebilirim. 1 2 3 4
15 | Diger iilkelerdeki insanlarla ilgili ¢ekici ve ilging
. . . 1 2 3 4
gelen seyleri, kendi yasamimda denerim.
16 | Diger iilkelerdeki insanlarla kaynasma konusunda 1 ) 3 4
yeterince dzgiivene sahibim.
17 | Yeni insanlara, yerlere ve durumlara kolaylikla uyum 1 ) 3 4
saglayabilirim.
18 | Farkli tilkelerden insanlar arasinda bir kiiltiir kdpriisii 1 ) 3 4

olusturabilecek yetiye sahip olduguma inanirim.

19 | Etrafimda kiiltiirel agidan benden farkli insanlar
oldugunda, kendi kiiltiirel degerlerimin tehdit altinda 1 2 3 4
oldugunu hissederim.

20 | Diinyanin farkli yerlerinde yasayan insanlarla ilgili

. 1 2 3 4
Onyargilarim vardir.

21 | Benden farkli goriinen ve davranan insanlar hakkinda

o e 1 2 3 4

bazen uygunsuz seyler diigiindiigiim olur.

22 | Kendi yasadigim toplumdaki yerlesik kiiltiirel 1 ) 3 4
yapilari sorgularim.

23 | Yabanci bir kiiltlirden gelen insanlarin fikirlerini 1 5 3 4

kabul etmekte zorlanirim.

Agtklama: Anketteki ‘Kiiltiirel 6zellik’ kavram, kiiltir ile iligkili olduguna inandiginiz diisiince
ve davranis bigimlerini ifade etmektedir; ‘Kiiltiirel deger’ ise kiiltiir ile iliskili olduguna
inandiginiz degerleri ifade etmektedir. Son olarak, ‘Kiiltiirel yap:’ tamlamasi, kiiltir ile iligkili
oldugunu diisiindiigiiniiz toplumsal yapilar1 ifade eder.
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Appendix D: Main Study Version of PCS (English Translation)

Dear Teacher Candidate,

Please read the following items carefully and mark the answer that applies to you most. The information
you provide will be used in a study about the place of culture in foreign language teaching. Your personal
information will be kept anonymous, and your answers will not affect your class performance or grades.
The information you provide will not be used for or against you in any way. Thank you in advance for
your sincerity and contribution.

Mustafa Tekin
Name Surname:
Class : /A () I/B () 1/C()
Gender: Male () Female ()
[1] Strongly DISagree ®6
[2] DISagree ®
[3] Neither Agree nor Disagree @)
[4] Agree ©
[5] Strongly Agree © 0O
B® ® @) © ©O
1 | We display different cultural characteristics according
. N 1 2 3 4 5
to our roles in daily life.
2 | We display different cultural characteristics according
. . 1 2 3 4 5
to our mood at a given time.
3 | We display different cultural characteristics according
1 2 3 4 5
to our gender.
4 | We display different cultural characteristics according 1 5 3 4 5
to the other person’s words and behaviors.
5 | We display different cultural characteristics according
. . 1 2 3 4 5
to our circle of friends.
6 | We display different cultural characteristics according
. . 1 2 3 4 5
to our relatives and neighbors.
7 | The cultural characteristics we display change from
1 2 3 4 5
one place to another.
8 | I think that my worldview is a result of the culture of
. 7 1 2 3 4 5
the society I live in.
9 | I believe that there are some other reasons than 1 ) 3 4 5
cultural ones in the base of most human behavior.
10 | Each society has a culture that is valid for everyone 1 ) 3 4 5
living in that society.
11 | Everyone who lives in a given country display 1 ) 3 4 5
common cultural characteristics.
12 | Culture is a hard-to-change phenomenon that is 1 ) 3 4 5
transmitted from one generation to the next.
13 | Each individual represents a particular societal 1 ) 3 4 5
culture, and he/she identifies with it.
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14 | I can evaluate the situations I come across from more
. 1 2 3 4
than one cultural perspective.
15 | I try in my own life the attractive and interesting 1 ) 3 4
things about people from other countries.
16 | I have enough self-confidence to socialize with people
. 1 2 3 4
from other countries.
17 | I can easily accomodate myself to new people, places
N 1 2 3 4
and situations.
18 | I believe that I have the ability to be a cultural bridge
. . 1 2 3 4
between people from different countries.
19 | When there are people around who are culturally
different from me, I feel my own cultural values 1 2 3 4
endangered.
20 | I have prejudices about people who live in different
1 2 3 4
parts of the world.
21 | I sometimes think inappropriately about the people 1 ) 3 4
who look and behave differently from me.
22 | I question the established cultural structures of the
. L 1 2 3 4
society I live in.
23 | I have difficulty in accepting the opinions of people
. 1 2 3 4
from a foreign culture.

Explanations: ‘cultural feature’ in the questionnaire refers to all modes of thinking and behavior
that, you belive, are associated with culture. ; ‘cultural value’ refers to all values that, you belive,
are associated with culture. Finally , ‘cultural structure’, refers to all structures that, you belive,
are associated with culture.
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Appendix E: Piloted Version of ELFOS

Part A: Direction: Please rate how strongly you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements by circling the number of the corresponding answer.

Q1. English is an international common language.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

Q2. 'Native English’ is the varieties that are spoken in the USA, the UK, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand.

1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree
Q3. As long as one gets the meaning across, how one speaks does not matter.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

Q4. | am interested in learning about different English accents in my pronunciation
course.

1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

Q5. | prefer my instructors' English to be like the accent of American/British
speakers

1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree
Q6. Ideally, my aim is to speak American or British English.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

Part B: Direction: Please answer and state YOUR opinions regarding the following
questions and statements.

Q7: Which English do you think you learned when you were at high-school?

a. American English b. British English
c. Neither of the above Please specify. d. I don't know.

Q8: Which English do you think you are going to teach when you become a teacher?

a. American English b. British English
c. Neither of the above Please specify. d. I don't know.
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QO9: Please list types of English other than American and British English that you can
think of.

Q10: Please divide the types of English you have listed in Q9 into two groups: the types
of English you think are appropriate to teach in your class and the types of English you
think are not appropriate to teach in your class when you become a teacher. Please give
at least two reasons to explain your decision.

Appropriate Types to Teach :

Reasons:

Inappropriate Types to Teach
Reasons:

(Adapted from Miyagi, 2006)
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Appendix F: Main Study Version of ELFOS

Degerli 6@retmen adayi,

Asagidaki ankette yer alan maddeleri dikkatlice okuyarak, size en uygun yaniti isaretleyiniz. Verdiginiz
yanitlar, yabanci dil &gretiminde kiiltiiriin yeri ile ilgili bir arastirmada kullanilacaktir. Arastirmada
kisisel bilgileriniz kesinlikle gizli tutulacak olup, yanitlariniz asla ders performansinizla veya notlarinizla
iligkilendirilmeyecek, lehte veya aleyhte kullanilmayacaktir. Samimiyetiniz ve 6zveriniz i¢in simdiden
tesekkiirler.

Mustafa Tekin
Ad Soyad:
Simf : /A () /B () 1C()
Cinsiyet: Erkek () Kadm ()
[1] Kesinlikle KatilMiyorum ad
[2] KatilMiyorum ®
[3] Ne katiliyorum, ne katilmiyorum ©
[4] Katiliyorum ©
[5] Katiliyorum ©©
e | 6 e | © | ©O
1 | Ingilice uluslararasi ortak bir dildir. 1 2 3 4 5
Ingilizce, yalnizca bu dili anadilleri olarak
kullanan uluslara aittir (Ingiltere, Amerika, 1 2 3 4 5

Avustralya, Kanada, Yeni Zelanda gibi).

3 | Karsimizdaki kisiyle iletisim kurabildiginiz
siirece  Ingilizce’yi nasil  konustugunuzun | 1 2 3 4 5
Oonemi yoktur.

4 | ‘Dinleme ve Sesletim’ dersinin bir pargasi
olarak anadili Ingilizce olmayan insanlarin | 1 2 3 4 5
aksanlarii da 6grenmek isterim.

5 | Bolimiimiizdeki 6gretim elemanlarinin, anadili
Ingilizce olan kisilerin aksanlariyla ders | 1 2 3 4 5
anlatmalarini tercih ederdim.

6 | Ingilizceyi, anadili Ingilizce olan Kisilerin
aksaniyla konusabilmeyi isterdim.
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Appendix G: Main Study Version of ELFOS (English Translation)

Dear Teacher Candidate,

Please read the following items carefully and mark the answer that applies to you most. The information
you provide will be used in a study about the place of culture in foreign language teaching. Your personal
information will be kept anonymous, and your answers will not affect your class performance or grades.
The information you provide will not be used for or against you in any way. Thank you in advance for
your sincerity and contribution.

Mustafa Tekin
Name Surname:
Class : /A () /B () 1/C()
Gender: Male () Female ()
[1] Strongly DISagree R
[2] DISagree ®
[3] Neither Agree nor Disagree &)
[4] Agree ©
[5] Strongly Agree ©O
e | 6 ) © | ©©

1 | English is an international common language 1 2 3 4 5

2 | English only belongs to the nations who use it 5
as their mother tongue (e.g. England, 1 2 3 4
America, Australia, New Zealand etc.)

3 | As long as one gets the meaning across, how 1 ) 3 4 5
one speaks English does not matter.

4 | I would like to learn about nonnative English 5
accents too as a part of the Listening and | 1 2 3 4
Pronunciation course.

5 | I would like the lecturers in my department to 5
use the native accents of English while | 1 2 3 4
lecturing.

6 | I would like to speak with a native accent of 5

. 1 2 3 4
English.
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Appendix H: Piloted Version of EVAS

Sample Listening Worksheet
Direction: The listening samples you are about to hear are various English speakers who
are reading a short passage in English. Please focus on how each speaker sounds to you;
e.g., accent, intonation, etc. Please rate how you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements by circling a number of corresponding answer.

MALE () FEMALE ()

SamplelD IN1

1. I am familiar with this English.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

2. My aim is to speak English like this speaker.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

3. This English sounds like what you hear on textbook CDs/audiotapes.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

4. 1 would want my students to listen to this English when | become a teacher.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

5. When | become a teacher, it would be wonderful if my students spoke English like
this speaker.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

6. This English is what | usually hear in daily life.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

7. My English sounds like the way this speaker talks.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3 undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

8. I would like my instructors to speak like this speaker in class.
1 strongly disagree 2 disagree 3undecided 4 agree 5 strongly agree

(Adapted from Miyagi, 2006)
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Appendix I: Main Study Version of EVAS

Degerli 6@retmen adayi,

Asagidaki ankette yer alan maddeleri dikkatlice okuyarak, size en uygun yanit1 isaretleyiniz. Verdiginiz
yanitlar, yabanci dil dgretiminde kiiltliriin yeri ile ilgili bir arastirmada kullanilacaktir. Arastirmada
kisisel bilgileriniz kesinlikle gizli tutulacak olup, yanitlariniz asla ders performansinizla veya notlarinizla
iligkilendirilmeyecek, lehte veya aleyhte kullanilmayacaktir. Samimiyetiniz ve 6zveriniz i¢in simdiden
tesekkiirler.

Mustafa Tekin
Ad Soyad:
Sinif : VA () /B () 1/C()
Cinsiyet: Erkek () Kadm ()
[1] KatilMIyorum ®
[2] Kararsizim Q)
[3] Katiiyorum ©

ACIKLAMA: Toplam 12 adet par¢a dinleyeceksiniz. Dinlemek {izere oldugunuz pargalar
diinyanin farkli yerlerinden insanlara aitler ve hepsi de kendi aksanlariyla ayni ingilizce metni
okuyorlar. Liitfen her bir konusmaciy1 dikkatlice dinleyerek, konusmacinin ingilizcesi ile ilgili 5
soruyu yanitlaymiz.

ORNEK INI

1. Bu konusmacimn kullandigi Ingilizcenin kétii bir ingilizce oldugunu

diisiiniiyorum.

1 katilmiyorum  ® 2 kararsizim © 3 katiliyorum ©
2. Amacim, ingilizceyi bu konusmaci gibi konusmak.

1 katilmiyorum  ® 2 kararsizim © 3 katiliyorum ©

3. Ogretmen oldugumda, derslerimde kullanacagim dinleme materyallerinde bu
konusmacimn Ingilizcesi gibi Ingilizcelere de yer verecegim.

1 katilmiyorum  ® 2 kararsizim © 3 katiliyorum ©

4. Ogretmen oldugumda, 6grencilerimin Ingilizce’yi bu sekilde konusmalar1 beni
rahatsiz etmez.

1 katilmiyorum  ® 2 kararsizim © 3 katiliyorum ©

5. Derslerime giren 6gretim elemanlarmin  kullandiklar1  ingilizcenin  bu
konusmacimn Ingilizcesi gibi olmasi beni rahatsiz etmez.

1 katilmiyorum  ® 2 kararsizim © 3 katiltyorum ©
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Appendix J: Main Study Version of EVAS (English Translation)

Dear Teacher Candidate,

Please read the following items carefully and mark the answer that applies to you most. The information
you provide will be used in a study about the place of culture in foreign language teaching. Your personal
information will be kept anonymous, and your answers will not affect your class performance or grades.
The information you provide will not be used for or against you in any way. Thank you in advance for
your sincerity and contribution.

Mustafa Tekin
Name Surname:
Class : /A () /B () 1/C()
Gender: Male () Female ()
[1] DISagree ®
[2] Undecided S
[3] Agree ©

EXPLANATION: You are about to listen to 12 short listening passages, which have been created
by people from different parts of the world. Each person is reading the same short paragragh in
English with his own accent. Please listen to each speaker carefully and mark the five items about
the speaker’s English.

SampleID INI

1. I think, the English used by this speaker is bad English.

1 Disagree ® 2 Undecided © 3 Agree ©

2. My aim is to speak English like this speaker.

1 Disagree ® 2 Undecided © 3 Agree ©

3. When I become a teacher, I will use Englishes like this speaker’s English in listening

materials in class.

1 Disagree ® 2 Undecided © 3 Agree ©

4. When I become a teacher, I would not be disturbed if my students spoke this type of
English.

1 Disagree ® 2 Undecided© 3 Agree ©

5. 1 would not be disturbed if my lecturers spoke this type of English in class.
1 Disagree ® 2 Undecided©® 3 Agree ©
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Appendix K: English Samples for EVAS

SAMPLES FROM INNER CIRCLE COUNTRIES

IN1 English (Canada) SAMPLES FROM OUTER CIRCLE

e Birth place: Calgary, Alberta, COUNTRIES
Canada
e Native language: English OU1: Hindi

¢ Other language(s): none

e Age, sex: 25, male

o Age of English onset: 0

¢ English learning method:
naturalistic

¢ English residence: Canada

¢ Length of English residence: 25

IN2 English (USA)

e Birth place: Columbus, Ohio,
USA

e Native language: English

o Other language(s): greek german
e Age, sex: 30, male

o Age of English onset: 0

¢ English learning method:
naturalistic

¢ English residence: USA

¢ Length of English residence: 30

IN3 English (UK)

e Birth place: st. Albans,
Hertfordshire, UK

¢ Native language: English

¢ Other language(s): none

o Age, sex: 31, male

o Age of english onset: 0

¢ English learning method:
naturalistic

¢ English residence: UK

e Length of english residence: 31

IN 4 English (Australia)

e Birth place: St. George,
Queensland, Australia

e Native language: English

e Other language(s): none

o Age, sex: 28, male

e Age of English onset: 0

¢ English learning method:
naturalistic

¢ English residence: australia

e Length of English residence: 28
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e Birth place: Imphal, India

o Native language: Hindi

o Other language(s): Punjabi

e Age, sex: 19, male

o Age of english onset: 8

o English learning method:
academic

o English residence: USA

o Length of english residence: 0.75

OU2 Lamabholot 1 (Indonesia)

o Birth place: Leworook, Nusa
Tenggara, Indonesia

o Native language: Lamaholot

o Other language(s): Indonesian
Sikka Kupang Nagi

® Age, sex: 30, male

o Age of English onset: 13

o English learning method:
academic

e English residence: USA

o Length of English residence: 0.25

OU3 Kiswahili 1 (Tanzania)

e Birth place: Dar-es-salaam,
Tanzania

o Native language: Kiswabhili

o Other language(s): Chagga

® Age, sex: 22, male

o Age of English onset: 6

o English learning method:
academic

o English residence: USA

o Length of English residence: 0.3

OU4 Tagalogl (Philippines)

e Birth place: Manila, Philippines
o Native language: Tagalog

o Other language(s): none

o Age, sex: 18, male

o Age of English onset: 10

o English learning method:
academic

o English residence: USA

o Length of English residence: 0.5


http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=english
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=english
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=english
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=english
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=hindi
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=lamaholot
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=tagalog

SAMPLES FROM EXPANDING CIRCLE

COUNTRIES

EX1: Japanese

e Birth place: Gunma, Japan
¢ Native language: Japanese
e Other language(s): Chinese
e Age, sex: 28, male

e Age of English onset: 11

¢ English learning method:
academic

¢ English residence: USA

e Length of English residence: 0.1

EX2: Turkish

e Birth place: Giresun, Turkey
e Native language: Turkish

¢ Other language(s): german

e Age, sex: 25, male

e Age of English onset: 20

¢ English learning method:
academic

¢ English residence: USA
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e Length of English residence: 0.5

EX3: Russian

e Birth place: Stavropol, Russia
¢ Native language: Russian

o Other language(s): none

o Age, sex: 18, male

o Age of english onset: 12

¢ English learning method:
academic

¢ English residence:

o Length of english residence: 0
years

EX4: Arabic 17

e Birth place: Settat, Morocco

o Native language: Arabic

o Other language(s): French

o Age, sex: 35, male

o Age of English onset: 15

¢ English learning method:
academic

¢ English residence:

o Length of English residence: 0
years


http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=turkish
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=russian
http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_native.php?function=detail&language=arabic

Appendix L: First Two Listening Parts from LCT

(Part 1 is based on a conversation between two native speakers of English; and Part 2 is based on
an ELF conversation that takes place between a boy from Singapore and a girl from South Korea).

PART 1. Listen to a conversation between Julia and Todd. They are discussing when it is good to succeed

and why sometimes failure is a good thing.

1) All emphasis should be puton .

a) failure

b) success

c) effort

d) awards

2) Todd says that people can find success because they .
a) work hard

b) get halp

c) fail

d) give up

3) Julia was advised to do what she .
a) wanted

b) was offered

c) was good at

d) enjoyed

4) In Todd's quote, money follows .
a) good decisions

b) education

¢} passion

d) hard work

5) For Julia, successis .

a) money

b} a good job

cja good family

d) happinass

consume to produce heathy skin.

MJ

6) What does Mike use for his dry skin?
a) Herbal tea

b) Cream

c) Soft soap

d) Clay

7) She says herbal tea makes skin _____
a) drier

b) darker

c) softer

d) coarser
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Part 2. Listen 1o a conversation between MJ and Mike. They are discussing what foods people should

Mike

8) What do they say about garlic?
a) It tastes good.

b) It is a remedy for every disease.
c) Mike loves it.

d) It is very popular in Korea.

9) What do they say about tomatoes?

a) They are good for the skin

b) They affect the complexion negatively.
¢} Cooked tomatoes are best.

d) They are grown in Korea.

10) What does Mike say about tofu?
a) It helps his dad's digestion problem.
b) His dad grows it fresh in the garden.
c) His dad eats it raw.

d) His dad eats tofu everyday.



Appendix M: Sample Unit from CG Coursepack

UNIT 1 ENGLISH SPEAKING WORLD

LESSON 1 VISITING A COUNTRY

Part A: Listen to six people talk about the best country they have visited. Take notes next to each picture.

Akane, Canada Al, England

Buth, England

Jeff, Canada

Part B: Listen again & answer the following questions by putting check marks into correct boxes.

1) Why does Akane ke Japan? 2) Barbara says Japan s <
C a) She has friends thers e a) busy
b) She has family there o b) safe
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3) What does Jeff [ke about India? ) Simon thinks Laos is

C 3) It's different from home L a) traditional
& b) There are lots of people r b) modem
4) Al think Barcelona is perfect for . 7) What positive reason is NOT given?
= a) living a 3) nice weather
C b) vacationing = b) good shopping
O

5) Ruth Fked Egypt because it's ; r e eyl e

d) extreme

3) inexpensive

= b) historical

Part C: Listen to a dialog between two people and answer the questions. You may take notes while listening.
Danny talks with Alex about her favorite place to grab a meal and why she loves it there.

1) She says the restaurant .
4) What does she mention?
O 3) is on the coast r
r £} serves udon a) the decor
clis open late r Ll cups
c) the hours
2) What is in udon?
5) She says that tatami is :
s a) fish broth .
r b) e e - a) made by the owner
b) soft to siton
c) flour -
¢) made of reeds
3) What is her favorite thing in udon?
x a) fried shrimp
™' b)fried chicken
r
cjraw egg
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Appendix N: Sample Unit from IG Coursepack

UNIT 1 THE GLOBAL WORLD

LESSON 1 DREAMHOUSE

Part A: Vanous people describe what thelr dream house wouid be ke, what 1t would have and where It
would be. Listen & 1ake noies next 1o each picure.

Samir, Sweden Emily, Djibouti

_(_;heryl, Guam Demelza, Australia

Jonathan, Canada Hoa, Vietnam

\7

BPan B: Answer the following quesnons Dy putiing a check mark into the rnght box.

1) Samir woukt want :
2) Cheryl wants the house 0 be

O _
3) an elevator 3) seciuded
s D) 3 tennis court D) airy
Q...
c) @ movie theater c) spacious
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3} Jonathan wants to be near . 5) Demelza wants a house with .

r r

a) the sea a) two shones
= b} night lifie = b} Thai decor
= ) points of culture = c) wooden walls
4} Emily wants to be . i) Hoa wants to
= al i a big city = a) b= near the beach
= b} a quiet place = b} b= near the city
O c) able to mediate O ) have 3 view

Part C: Listen to a dialog between two people and answer the questons. You may take notes while [istening
Daniel alks with Vella about what he hopes to do within his lfedme.

Velln Dianiel
1} Where hasn't Daniel been? 3) Daniel wants to see his chidren .
O a) Asia O a) succeed
by Afrea " b getman
pet mamied

O ¢} Europe O ¢} have children
O d) Antarctica O d} win awards
2} Daniel could see things from a different perspective 4) Daniel is afraid of ____
by doing -

3 .n.nng _ = b} snakes
- b M{H.IHI-BI.'I climbing i &) heights
- c} Paragliding r ) water

d) Hot air balloon

) Daniel says there are many ___ about Africa

F

3] mowies
O ) songs
O ) books
O | myths
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Appendix O: Presentation Topics of CG

1. How widely is English used in today’s world? What are the English-speaking countries? Briefly
describe each English-speaking country with basic information about that country such as its flag,
population, location etc.

2. How has the technology changed lately? What are the most recent trends in technology? Give
examples about how this change has affected English-speaking countries, as well as how people
use technology in these countries. Is there any difference between these countries and Turkey in
terms of technology?

3. Descibe the shopping habits in English-speaking countries. Answer such questions as how
people usually buy stuff in these countries, such as whether they use cash or credit card mostly, or
how often they order things from online shopping websites. Is there any difference between these
countries and Turkey in terms ofshopping habits?

4. What are the most popular occupations in English-speaking countries.? In what ways has the
recent economic crisis affected these countries? How much do people earn on average and how do
they usually spend their money? Is there any difference between these countries and Turkey in
terms of professional life? You can also talk about the academic requirements that are needed for
specific occupations in these countries.

5. How do people treat animals in English-speaking countries? What are the most popular pets?
Are there any regulations regarding hunting and animal trade? Give examples especially from the
USA and UK. Is there any difference between these countries and Turkey in terms of animal rights
and human-animal relations?

6. How is daily life in English speaking countries? What do people usually do? How do young
people usually spend their time? Provide us with some statistical information as well as examples
from these countries. Is there any difference between these countries and Turkey in terms of daily
routine?

7. What are the most popular holiday destinations in English-speaking countries? Give at least one
example from each country and explain why people prefer those spots? You can also talk about the
holiday habits of the British & American people. Is there any difference between these countries
and Turkey in terms of people’s holiday behaviours and preferences?

8. Provide us with the popular things in English-speaking countries such as what food people
usually prefer, what brands they wear, the most popular cars, tv channels, movies, music etc. Is
there any difference between these countries and Turkey from these aspects?

9. What are some common personality traits of English speakers? In what ways are they different
from Turkish people? What are some common social problems and bad habits in English-speaking
countries?

10. Provide information about the common beliefs and religions in English-speaking countries,
and how people usually feel about these beliefs. You can also include the superstitions that are
seen in these countries. Compare and contrast the beliefs and religions in these countries &
Turkey.
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Appendix P: Presentation Topics of IG

1. What is globalization? How does it affect our world and culture? What is the role of English in
the globalization process? What are English types/varieties commonly used? Give examples.

2. What are some factors that shape our personalities and lifetyles? What is the role of home
country and culture in how we think and behave? Are there more similarities or differences
between people living within Turkey as well ad different parts of the world regarding their
thoughts and lifestyles? Give examples to both similarities and differences from various countries?

3. How do people differ in terms of their eating habits within Turkey as well as in different parts
of the world? In what ways has globalization changed the food culture of the world? Do you think
there are more similarities than differences in terms of food culture and eating habits? Why/ why
not? Explain with examples from various countries and societies of the world.

4. In what ways have relationships evolved in societies lately? How is this change observed in
Turkey? Is it a positive or negative change? What is the role of technology and globalization in
this change? What role does English play in terms of human relations in today’s world? Explain
with examples from various countries and societies of the world.

5. What are some marriage traditions in Turkey? Are they the same all around Turkey? How
similar or different are marriage traditions in different parts of Turkey and various countries and
societies of the world? Have these traditions changed recently? Why?/Why not? &In what ways?.
What do you think about those traditions? Explain with examples.

6. What is your daily routine like? Do people around you usually follow a similar or different
routine? Are there any differences between older and younger people or males and females in
terms of their daily activities? How does your location (for example, whether you live in the
country or in a city) affect your daily activities? Does home country or culture affect a person’s
daily routine? Explain with examples from various countries and societies of the world.

7. What are your daily preferences? For example ‘do you usually walk to school or take a bus?’
‘Do you usually cook or eat out?’ ‘Do you usually study alone or in groups?’ Think about many
more preferences that you make everyday; and explain how similar or different you are to the rest
of the society and world in terms of these preferences? Does culture play a role in them?

8. What are your favourites in terms of music, sports, movies, TV channels etc? How do you differ
from people around you in terms of your favourites? Does culture play a role here?; or do you
create your own culture through your choices? What are some common/popular favourites of
people from all around the world? Or are there such common favourites?

9. What type of a person are you in terms of your personality traits? What are your positive and
negative characteristics? In what ways are you similar to or different from the people around you
in terms of your traits? What factors have played a role in shaping your character? Has culture
been one of these factors? Why/why not? How? Do people from various countries and societies
mostly display similar or different charasteristics? Why/why not? Explain with examples.

10. How can you describe your academic life? What reason do you have for studying at
university? Are you similar to or different from your friends in terms of your school life and
academic goals? What do you think about the educational system in Turkey? What role does
culture play in a country’s educational system? Compare Turkey to some other countries shortly in
terms of educational systems; and compare and contrast some students from different parts of the
world in terms of their academic lives.
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Appendix R: Pre-Paragraph Topics

Name Surname: Class:

Please write a detailed paragraph about each of the following topics...

Topic 1: If you had a chance to improve your English abroad for a year, what
country would you choose for this opportunity? Why?

Topic 2: If you were currently studying or working in a cosmopolitan abroad city
that hosts people from all nations, how would you choose your close friends? In
other words, what would be your criteria for making close friends? In your choice,
how important would be a person’s ethnical background, country of origin,
religion, gender, mother tongue, physical appearance, clothes, thoughts,
personality traits? Or would you have some other criteria?

Topic 3: What do you think ‘culture’ is? What are the elements that compose
culture? Is culture something versatile or stable? Is there a relationship between
language and culture? Should culture be a part of English lessons? If your
response to the last question is a ‘yes’, whose culture should it be? Why? Please

explain.
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Appendix S: Interview Questions

Liitfen asagidaki sorular i¢in herhangi bir arastirma yapmayiniz. Bu sorularin tek, dogru ve herkes
icin gecerli bir yaniti yoktur ve olamaz. Kafanizdan gecen ve sizi yansitan diisiinceleri agik ve
samimi olarak paylasmaniz yeterli olacaktir. Kimliginiz ve vermis oldugunuz yanitlar kesinlikle
gizli tutulacak ve elde edilen sonuglar kimliginiz aciklanmadan kiiltiir ile ilgili yiriitilen bir
calismada kullanilacaktir. Zaman ayirdiginiz ve samimiyetiniz igin simdiden tesekkiirler.

Mustafa Tekin

1. Kendinden bahsedebilir misin biraz? Nasil birisin? Ornegin, sosyal ve arkadas cevresi genis
biri misindir yoksa daha sessiz ve kendi basina zaman gegiren biri mi? Bos vakitlerinde genelde ne
yaparsin?

2. Insanlarla iligskilerin genel anlamda nasildir? Arkadaslarin genelde diisiince ve kisilik
bakimindan sana mu benzerler yoksa c¢ok farkli g¢evrelerden, milletlerden veya gruplardan
arkadaslarin var midir? (Eger yoksa olmasini ister miydin?) Yurtdisindan arkadasin var mi1 ya da
hi¢ oldu mu? (Eger yoksa olmasini ister miydin?). Arkadas se¢ciminde, uzak durdugun bir millet ya
da insan grubu var midir?

3. Sence kiiltiir nedir? Degisen bir olgu mu? Sabit bir olgu mu? Ya da her ikisi de mi? Kiiltiirii bir
maddeye benzetecek olsan, daha ¢ok hava/su gibi akiskan, hareketli ve degisken bir maddeye mi
benzetirdin yoksa tas gibi sabit ve duragan bir maddeye mi? Yoksa ikisi arasinda kalan yari
akigkan ve yar1 degisken bir maddeye mi?

4. Sence kiiltiirii kim olusturur, nasil olusur, ne zaman ve ne siklikla olusur /degisir? Ya da kiiltiir
olmus bitmis bir olgu mudur?

5. Kiiltiiriin hayatindaki yeri nedir? Senin diisiince ve davranislarin {izerinde bir etkisi var midir?
Varsa bu etki nasil bir etkidir? Gii¢li midiir, zayif midir?

6. Yurtdisinda tamamen farkli bir yerde yasamak ister miydin? (Evet ise, nerede yasamak
isterdin? Nasil bir yasamin olurdu? Kisaca bahseder misin?). Yasamindaki degisikliklere uyum
saglaman genelde kolay ve hizli m1 olur? Yoksa zor ve yavag m1?

7. Nasil bir Tiirkiye’de yasamak isterdin? Sadece veya biiyiik olgiide Tiirklerden olusan ve
yalnizca Tiirk¢e’nin konusuldugu insanlarin yasam tarzlarinin benzer oldugu bir Tiirkiye’de mi?
Yoksa, c¢ok farkli milletlerden insanlarin kendi dilleri ve yasam tarzlari ile var olduklari
kozmopolit bir Tiirkiye’de mi? Agiklar misin?

8. Sence belli bir iilkede yasayan insanlar ortak ozellikler sergiler mi? “Japonlar ¢aligkan olur”,
“Araplar pis olur”, “Cinliler her seyi yerler” “Ingilizler soguk insanlardir”, “Tiirk’iin Tiirk’ten
bagka dostu yoktur” “Dort bir yanimiz diigmanlarla cevrili” “Araplar bizi arkamizdan vurdu”
ifadelerinden hepsine ya da bazilarina veya benzeri ifadelere katilir misin? Bagka insanlar ve insan

topluluklart hakkinda bu tiir diigiincelerin var midir?
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9. Farkl Ingilizce kullanimlar1 hakkinda ne diisiiniiyorsun? Senin de dgrenmek istedigin ideal bir
Ingilizce var m1? Baz1 Ingilizcelerin iyi ya da kétii oldugunu diisiiniir miisiin? Ornek verir misin?

10. Eklemek istedigin bagka noktalar var mi?
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Appendix T: Interview Questions (English Translation)

Please do not make any search for the following questions. These questions do not and cannot
have answers that are true and valid for everyone. Therefore, it will be enough to share your
thoughts openly and Your personal information will be kept confidential sincerely. The collected
data will be used in a study about language and culture. Thank you in advance for your invaluable
time and sincerity.

Mustafa Tekin

1. Can you introduce yourself? What type of a person are you? For example, are you a sociable
person with many friends, or are you a more reserved person who likes spending time alone in
tranquility. What do you usually do in your free time?

2. How is your relationship with other people in general? Do your friends have similar thoughts
and personality traits as you? Or do you have friends from very different and diverse
environments, nations and groups? (If your answer is no, would you like to have different
friends?) Do you have/ Have you ever had friends from abroad? Is there a particular group of
people or nation that you avoid while choosing your friends?

3. What do you think ‘culture’ is? Is it something versatile or stable; or both at the same time? If
you likened culture to a matter, would you liken it to a liquid and fluid object that moves and
changes continuously; or to a more stone-like object that is stable and static; or both at the same
time: that is, something that is half static and half fluid?

4. Who, do you think, makes ‘culture’> How? When? And How often is culture created/
changed? Is culture a phenomenon that was created and shaped long ago?

5. What is the place of ‘culture’ in your own life? Does it have any influence on your thoughts
and behaviors? If your answer is ‘yes’, how would you describe it? Is it a powerful influence, or a
weak one?

6. Would you like to start living abroad? (if ‘yes’, where would it be? What sort of a life would
you have there? Could you explain?) Do you adapt to changes fast and easily, or hard and slowly?

7. What type of a Turkey would you like to live in? Would it be a country where only Turks with
similar lifestyles live and only Turkish is spoken? Or would it be a cosmopolitan country where
people from a variety of nations exist with their own languages and lifestyles? Could you
elaborate?

8. Do you think people who live in a particular country display common characteristics? Do you
agree with all or some of the following expressions?: “Japanese people are hardworking”;
“Chinese people eat everything”; “British people are not very friendly”; “Turks do not have
friends except for other Turks” ; “We are surrounded by enemies on all sides”; “Arabs have
stabbed us from our backs”. Do you have similar thoughts about other peoples or groups?
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9. What do you think about different English varieties? Is there an ideal English that you want to
learn? Do you think some Englishes are good and some are bad? Can you give examples?

10. Would you like to add anything else?
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Appendix U: Interview Quotations

Scripted Interview Quotations in Turkish and in English

Level of sociability and friend choice

Yalniz kalmay1 seviyorum, ¢iinkii yalnizken etrafta beni yargilayacak kimse olmuyor”.
(Katilime1 47)

I like to be alone because there is no one to judge me around when | am alone.
(Participant 47)

Cok sosyal bir insanimdir. Yiizlerce arkadasim var. Aslinda, evde durmak beni delirtiyor
diyebilirim... (Katilimci 56)

I am a very sociable person. | have hundreds of friends. In fact, | can say, staying at home
makes me mad... (Participant 56)

Ortak bir noktada bulusamadiktan sonra arkadas olmanin anlami ne ki zaten. (Katilime1
33)

What is the point of being friends if we cannot meet on a common ground anyway?
(Participant 33)

Ease of adaptation to new situations

Bagka bir iilkede uzun bir siire yasamak istemezdim, ¢ilinkii orada her sey c¢ok farkl
olurdu. Ozellikle de ailemi ¢ok dzlerdim. Hatta ailemi baska bir sehirdeyken bile ¢ok
Ozliiyorum. Baska bir iilke ile herhalde katlanilmaz olurdu... benim i¢in yeni seylere
alismak cok da kolay degil agikgasi... (Katilimer 33)

I would not like to live in another country for a long time because everything will be very
different there. Especially, | would miss my family very much. In fact, | miss my family
even when I am in another city. Another country, it would be unbearable in any case...
honestly, for me getting used to new things is just not very easy... (Participant 33)

Baska bir iilkede yasamak isterdim evet. Biliyorsunuz bu siralarda Tiirkiye’de isler pek
iyi gitmiyor...Ya Finlandiya ya da Ingiltere olurdu ciinkii bu iilkelerden arkadaslarim
var... Uyum saglamak benim i¢in ¢ok de sorun degil... Canakkale’ye geldigimin ilk giinii
hemen uyum sagladim. ...Yani neden olmasin uyum saglarim tabi... Burada bir ¢ok
arkadasim var ve hepsiyle de aram gayet iyi... (Katilime1 15)

Yes, | would love to live in another country. In Turkey, things are not very good these
days you know... it would be Finland or England because | have friends from these
countries... Adaptation is not a big deal for me... I got adapted to Canakkale on the first
day of my arrival immediately...so why not? Of course I will adapt... I have a lot of
friends here and | get on with all of them them quite well... (Participant 15)

...Yok, yurtdiginda yasamak istemezdim... Yurtdisinda yasasaydim da... (ara) yine de bir
Tiirk gibi davranirdim... Yurtdisinda arkadasim olmazdi demek istemiyorum... Sadece
kendim gibi arkadaslar edinirdim. Yani benim gibi diisiinen ve giyinen arkadaslar. Cok
farkl1 insanlarla arkadas olmak isteyecegimi sanmiyorum, ¢iinkii bdyle bir sey bana
kendimi kotii hissettirirdi... Yabancilar gibi olarak kendim de bir yabanci olmak
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istemezdim sahsen... (Katilimci 4)

...No, I would not want to live abroad... Even if I lived abroad,...(pause) | would still
act like a Turk... I don’t mean to say, I would not have any friends abroad; but I would
make friends who are like me. I mean, people who think like me and dress like me... 1
don’t think T would want to make friends with very different people because it would
make me feel bad about myself... Personally, | wouldn’t want to be a foreigner myself by
being like the foreigners...” (Participant 4)

Yabancilarm i¢inde kendimi kolayca kaybedebilirim. Ozellikle de dinleri ve kiiltiirleri
¢ok farkli insanlarsa, bir sekilde etkilenmemek miimkiin olmazdi (Katilimci 33)

| can easily lose myself among foreigners. Especially, if they are people with very
different religions and cultures, it would not be possible to be influenced in a way.
(Participant 33)

Perceptions about culture

Bence kiiltiir tagsa benzer. Eski zamanlarda atalarimiz tarafindan olusturulmustur... Ben
dogudan geliyorum. Ailem ve O&gretmenlerim, ben daha ¢ocukken bana icinde
bulundugum toplumun kurallarini 6grettiler... yani acgik acik 6gretmediler tabi ama bu
kiiltiirii bir sekilde onlardan aldim... Ornegin, gelenekler son derece dnemlidir bizim
oralarda. Toplumun kurallarina uymazsaniz, onlar da sizi toplumun disina iter...
Uzerimde kiiltiiriin etkisini giiclii hissediyorum... Toplumun genel degerlerine ve ahlak
kurallarma aykir1 olmamak sartiyla, insanlar farkli hayat tarzlar1 benimseyebilirler
elbette. (Katilimer 25)

For me, culture is like a stone. It was created in ancient times by our ancestors... I am
from the east. My family and my teachers taught me the rules of the society | was in
when [ was a still child... not taught explicitly of course but I got this culture somehow
from them... For example, traditions are of utmost importance in my hometown. If you
do not obey the rules of the society, they (people) will push you out of the society...I feel
a very strong effect of culture on me... People can adopt different lifestyles of course as
long as they are not in contradiction with the general moral norms and values of the
society. (Participant 25)

Kiltlir denen sey suya benzer. Akiskandir ama unutmamak gerekir ki su etrafin1 da
sekillendirir. Ayn1 zamanda da hava gibidir ¢ilinkii gériinmezdir... Kiiltlir bazen hava
durumu gibidir; giinden giine de degisebilir... Bana gore kiiltiiriin hem hem sabir hem de
degisken kisimlar1 vardir... Yasam tarzlar1 degisir tabiki de ama bu degisim kiiltiirden
kaynaklaniyor da olabilir, kaynaklanmiyor da olabilir ¢ilinkii bazi insanlar toplumun
kiiltiiriinii benimser, bazilariysa benimsemez... Sanirim daha ¢ok insandan insane
degiskenlik gosteriyor... (Katilimei 72)

What is called culture is like water. It is liquid but it should not be forgotten that water
can shape its environment too. It is also like the air because it is invisible... culture is
sometimes like the weather condition; it may change from day to day to... For me,
culture has both static and changing parts...Lifesytles change of course but this change
may or may not result from culture, because some people adopt the culture of the society,
some do not... It mainly changes from person to person, I think... (Participant 72)

Kiiltiir diisiince ve davranislardir aslinda...Y ok, ben genellikle toplumun kuralarina
uymuyorum, ¢iink{i umurumda degiller. Bana gére modasi gegmis, sikici kurallar. Neden
baskas1 gibi olayim ki zaten? Canim ne isterse, ne zaman isterse yaparim, toplumun buna
karigsmaya hakki yok... Aynen, iizerimde toplumun hig bir etkisini hissetmiyorum. ..
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Benim kiiltiiriim, benim davranislarim, bagka da bir sey yok bence... (Katilimc1 57)

In fact, Culture is thoughts and behaviors...No, I don’t generally follow the rules of the
society, because I don’t care. For me, (they are) outdated, boring rules. Why should I
have to be like somebody else anyway? | do whatever | like, whenever | like, and the
society has no right to say anything about it... Exactly, I feel no influence of culture on
me at all... For me, It is my culture, it is my behaviors, nothing else... (Participant 57)

Kiiltiiriin yar1 akigkan oldugunu diisliniiyorum, hamur ya da bal gibi yani. Yeni seyler
zaten var olan seylere eklenir ve bdylece kiiltiir gelisiyor... Kiiltlirlin degistirilemeyen
kisimlar1 vardir, degistirilebilen kisimlar1 vardir. Ornegin, gelenekleri degistiremem. Tabi
ki onlar1 kendi davranislarimda gdstermeyebilirim, ama sonugta bu benim kendi
secimim... Elbette gelenekler de degisir ama bu ¢ok uzun zaman i¢inde olur. Hani yeni
neslin daha ge¢ evlenmesi gibi bir sey, ya da artik hi¢c evlenmeyen insanlar da var bir
siirii. Onceden toplumumuzda bu tiir seyler Kabul edilemez olarak goriiliirdii... Evet
aynen Oyle, kiiltiir nesilden nesile degisir, ama zamanla. (Katilimc1 69)

| think, culture is semi-liquid, like dough or honey, that is. New things are added to
already existing elements; and thus culture develops... there are the components of
culture, which can’t be changed, there are others, which can. For example, I cannot
change the traditions, of course | may not show them in my behaviors, but it would be my
own choice in the end, ... Of course, the traditions change too, but it happens in a very
long period of time. It is like, the new generation gets married very late (in life) or there
are now even a lot of people who do not get married. In the past, things like that used to
be seen unacceptable in our society ... Yes exactly, culture changes from generation to
generation but in time. (Participant 69)

Attitudes towards diversity

Bu giinlerde etrafta bir ¢ok yabanci insan var zaten. Bir cogu gergi liniversite dgrencisi. ..
Belki onlar igin Tirk kiiltiiriinii tanimak iyi olur; yani geleneklerimizi, yemeklerimizi
falan. Ulkelerine geri dondiiklerinde iilkemiz hakkinda konusabilirler. Tiirkiye hakkinda
iyi seyler sdyleyebilirler. Bu da turizm ag¢isindan iyi olur. (Katilimci 45)

There are many foreign people around these days anyway. Most of them are university
students, though ... May be it will be good for them to know the Turkish culture, I mean
our traditions, dishes etc. When they go back to their countries, they can talk about our
country, say good things about Turkey. it will be good for tourism. (Participant 45)

Etrafta bir cok Suriyeli var, her yerdeler. Ozellikle de Istanbul’da parklarda falan
yasiyorlar, dileniyorlar... Suriye’de savas oldugunu biliyorum ama bu durumun {ilkemiz
i¢in iyi oldugunu diigiinmiiyorum. Yakinda sug islemeye de baslarlar. Bilmiyorum, belki
de yanlis diistiniiyorum ama dogru bence... Yurttaki bazi kizlarin kendi aralarinda Kiirtge
konugmalar1 hosuma gitmiyor...Hayir, mesela Fransizca gibi bir avrupa dili olsa neyse....
Bence aynmi sey degil. Tiirk vatandaglar1 Tiirk¢e konusmali... tabi ki kendi aralarinda
Kiirt¢e konusabilirler ama ben oradayken olmaz... (Katilimci 45)

There are a lot of Syrians around, they are everywhere. Especially in Istanbul, they live in
like parks, they beg ... I know there is war in Syria, but I don’t think this situation is good
for our country. They will start committing crimes soon too. I don’t know, maybe I
looking at it in the wrong way but for me it is true...I don’t like it when some girls at the
dormitory are speaking Kurdish with each other... No, only if it were a European
language like French, for example... it is not the same thing for me. They citizens have to
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speak Turkish...of course they can speak Kurdish with each other but not when I am
there... (Participant 45)

Onlarca farkli iilkeden arkadagim var, ve hepsine de saygim var, iste yasam tarzlarina
herseylerine. Onlar da bana saygi duyarlar... Bir ¢ogu internetten arkadaslar. Ara ara
sohbet ederiz... iste dogudan gelenler, onlardan pek hoslanmiyorum. Ama yanlis
anlamayin da. Kiirt arkadaslarim da wvar... Bilmiyorum, belki PKK’dan dolayidir.
Kimsenin dillerine ve yasayislarina karsi oldugu yok, ama is boliiciilige ve Kiirt
milliyetciligine gelince, iste ona kesinlikle karsiyim. Belki benim de milliyetci
diisiincelerim vardir, ama bu konularda hassasim. Ne yapabilirim ki?... (Katilime1 56)

“I have friends from tens of different countries, and I respect all of them too, their
lifestyles (and) everything. They respect me too... Most of them are online friends. we
have chats chats from time to time ... people from Eastern Turkey, I don’t like them very
much. But don’t misunderstand. I have Kurdish friends too... I don’t know, maybe it is
because of the PKK ... No one is against their language or lifestyle, but when it comes to
separatism and Kurdish nationalism, | am totally against it. Maybe | have nationalistic
thoughts too, but | am sensitive about these issues, what can | do? ... (Participant 56)

Biitiin farkliliklar, bana gore, gokkusaginin renkleri gibi... Aslinda kimse baskasina
benzemez ¢iinkii herkes farklidir... Ben Istanbulluyum ve Istanbul da gok renkli bir yer
zaten. Istiklal caddesi olsun, Beyoglu olsun, her zaman diinyanin her yerinden insan
kayniyor. Bazen diistiniiyorum da sanki Osmanli donemi daha renkliydi gibi. O zamanlar
¢ok daha fazla yabanci vatandas vardi ve insanlar baris i¢inde yasiyorlardi... (Katilimci
72)

For me, all differences are like the colors of a rainbow... In fact, no one is like another,
because everyone is different... I come from Istanbul and Istanbul is a very colorful place
anyway. Let it be the Istiklal Street, or Beyoglu (these places) are always swarmed with
people from all around the world. Sometimes, when | think about it, | think the Ottoman
period was like more colorful. there were much more foreign citizens back than and
people used to live in peace... (Participant 72)

...medeni insanlariz. Neden farkli olandan korkalim ki? Ben sahsen (farkliliklardan
korkmay1) aptalca buluyorum... Neye neden inandigini bilmeyen insanlar bu tiir
seylerden korkar. (Katilimc1 72)

...we are civilized people. Why should we be afraid of the different? In my opinion, It is
stupid (to be afraid of differences)... those people who do not know why they believe
what they believe are afraid of such things. (Participant 72)

Inclinations towards generalizations and stereotypes:

Belgesellerde goriiyoruz, Cinliler cok igreng seyleri de yiyebiliyorlar. (Katilimci 9)

We see in documentaries. Chinese people can eat very nasty things too. (Participant 9)

Biz Tiirklere de barbar diyorlar. Yani bir derece dogru... en az % 40 dogru yani. Tarihte
bir ¢ok barbarlik da yapmisiz, dogru degil mi? Oyle olmamus olsa, Cinliler neden Cin
Seddini insa etsinler?... Benim bu konudaki genel fikrim, bu ifadelerin dogru oldugu
yoniinde. Belki yiizde yiiz dogru degil ama en azindan yiizde seksen dogru bence...Tabi
ki Japonya’da herkes ¢aligkan degildir ama genelde ¢aligkan olmasalar o zaman iilkelerini
bu kadar kisa bir siirede nasil tekrar inga edebildiler peki?... (Katilimci 9)

They call us Turks barbaric too. It is true to some extent you know... 40 % true at least
you know. We did a lot of barbaric things in history; isn’t it true? If not, why did the
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Chinese build the Great Wall of China? ... My general opinion about this issue is that
these statements are true. Perhaps, not 100 % true, but at least 80% true, I think... Of
course not everyone in Japan is hardworking but if they are not hardworking in general,
how then they could re-build their country in a very short time?... (Participant 9)

...Bence toplumlarin ortak o6zellikleri vardir, ve bir toplumda yasayan insanlarin ¢ogu
bunlardan etkilenir... Japonlar ¢aliskan diyorlar. Ben sahsen katiliyorum. Caliskanlar
clinkii her japon aile cocuklarini ikinci diinya savasi miizesine gotiirlir ve onlara ‘eger
okumazsaniz ya da ¢alismazsaniz, sonunuz bdyle olur’ der; bdylece gocuklar toplumun
onlardan ne bekledigini 0grenmis olur. Yani her zaman diismanlarindan daha iyi
olmalilar...Elbette biitlin japonlarin dyle oldugu anlamina gelmiyor. Belki % 60°1 falandir
(caliskandir), geri kalan1 6yle degildir... (Katilimc1 62)

...I think societies have some common characteristics, and many of the people living in a
society are influenced by them; ...They say the Japanese people are hardworking. |
personally agree with it. They are hardworking because every Japanese family takes their
children to the World War 2 museum and tell them ‘if you do not study or work, your end
will be like this’; so the children understand what the society expects from them. That is,
they must always be better than their enemies... No it does not mean that all Japanese
people are like that. Maybe, like 60% (are hardworking) and the rest are not ...
(Participant 62)

Bu tiir ifadelerin tamamini aptalca buluyorum. Hepsi, bence gergekten tanimadiklari
insanlara karsi diismanlik besleyenlerin onyargilari. Mesela, benim Cinli bir arkadasim
var ve kendisi vejeteryan. Hi¢ et yemiyor yani... Ve tabiki de buldugu herseyi yemiyor.
Hatta yemek konusunda benden bile daha segici... Bana gore, her Tiirk baklavay sever,
her giin kebap yer demek gibi bir sey. Mesela ben baklavadan nefret ederim. Agzima
koymam... Belki de bazilar1 bir derece dogrudur. Yani baklavay1 seven de bir ¢ok Tiirk
var. Yine de genellememek lazim. Ozellikle de Araplar hakkinda sdyleneneler. Iste pisler
falan diye. Bunlar yanlis. Belki yemek yerken bazilar ellerini kullaniyordur ama bu pis
olduklar1 anlamina gelmez. Amerikalilar da fast food restoranlarinda elleriyle yiyorlar.
Onlar da pis 0 zaman. (Katilimci 72)

| find all of such statements silly. All of them are the prejudices of those who have
hostility towards the people they don’t really know. For example, I have a Chinese friend,
and she is vegetarian, that is, she eats no meat at all... and of course, she never eats
whatever she finds. She is even pickier than me about food... In my opinion, it is like
saying every Turk likes the Baklava, eats Kebab every day. | hate the Baklava, | never
eat it ... ... maybe some of them are true to some extent. You know, there are a lot of
Turkish people who like the Baklava too. But still, one should not generalize...
Especially what they say about Arabs, | mean that they are dirt. These are wrong. May be
some of them use their hands to eat, but it doesn’t mean they are dirty. Americans eat
with their hands too at fast food restaurants, so they are dirty too then... (Participant 72)

Attitudes towards the use of cultural and linguistic varieties in English lessons

Farkli seyler 6grenmeyi seviyorum... Derslerde (farkli seyler) neden olmasin ki? Farkli
insanlarin hakkindaki bilgiler, ingilizce derslerini daha eglenceli hale getirebilir
bence...Hintlilerin Ingilizcesi gibi mi? Ben hi¢ birine (hi¢ bir Ingilizce tiiriine) karsi
degilim. Bazi aksanlar ger¢ekten komik, bazilar1 da sinir bozucu... iste Hintliler gibi.
Ama onlar1 da 6grenmek gerekli. Sonugta Hint filmleri gitgide daha popiiler oluyor.
fleride ne olacagini bilemeyiz. (Katilimei 35)
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I love learning about different things... Why not have them (different things) in lessons
too? In my opinion, information about the lifestyles of different people can make English
lessons more enjoyable ... Like the English Indian people? I am not against any of them
(referring to English varieties). Some accents are really funny; some are annoying... like
the Indians. But it is necessary to learn about them too. | mean, Indian movies are
becoming more and more popular. We can’t know what will happen in the future.
(Participant 35)

...A¢ikgas1, anadili Ingilizce olmayan birinin benim Ingilizce konusmama ne gibi bir
katkis1 olacak anlamiyorum. Bence ¢ok da kotii konusuyorlar... Kesinlikle, anadili
Ingilizce olanlari tercih ederdim, ozellikle de ingiliz ingilizcesi... Neden, ¢iinkii iyi
konusuyorlar. Ben de ileri de Ingilizce 6gretmeni olacagim igin, benim Ingilizcem de iyi
olmali. Smifta Hintliler gibi konusursam, d6grencilerim kesinlikle bana giiler... (Katilimci
56)

. Homestly, I don’t understand in what way a nonnative speaker’s English will
contribute to my English speaking. In my opinion, they speak really bad (English) too... I
would certainly prefer native speakers, especially British English... Why, because... they
speak well. Because | will be an English teacher in the future, my English must be good
too. If I spoke like the Indians in class, my students would certainly laugh at me...
(Participant 56)

Farkl kiiltiirleri 6grenmek yerine daha fazla telaffuz ¢alisabiliriz. (Katilimer 56)

Instead of learning about different cultures, we can study pronunciation more.
(Participant 56)

Bence farkli kiiltiirler §grenmekle Ingilizce konugmanin bir ilgisi yok. (Katilime1 42)

In my opinion, learning about different cultures is irrelevant in the context of speaking
English. (Participant 42)

Ingiliz ya da Amerikan Ingilizcesini tercih ederdim, ¢iinkii dogru Ingilizce onlar.
(Katilimc1 42)

| would prefer American or British English, because they are the correct English.
(Participant 42)

...Derste bir ¢ok farkl kiiltiire yer vermenin dogru olmadigimi diisiiniiyorum ¢iinkii
yabanc1 bir kiiltiirii sadece derste taniyamazsiniz... Kiiltiir 6gretilemez, yasamak lazim...
bence normal Ingilizce Ogrenmeliyiz. Yani, Ingiliz Ingilizcesi... Hocalarimz bizi
bilgilendirmek amaciyla (farkli Ingilizce tiirlerini) derste kullanabilirler tabi, ama asiriya
kacilmasa iyi olur... Bazen gercekten de (anadili ingilizce olmayanlar) ¢ok kétii Ingilizce
konusuyorlar... (Katilimc1 4)

...I don’t think it is a good idea to give place to a lot of different cultures in lessons
because you cannot know a foreign culture only in a lesson... Culture cannot be taught, it
needs to be experienced... I think, we should learn normal English. | mean, it should be
British English ... Our instructors can naturally use them (other English varieties) in class
to make us more knowledgeable about them, but the too much of them would not be
good...sometimes they (nonnative speakers) speak really bad English... (Participant 4)

...cok yabanci aksanlar1 anlamakta zorluk ¢ekiyorum. (Katilime1 23)

...| have difficulty understanding very foreign accents. (Participant 23)
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Bence dilini 6grendigimiz iilkenin kiiltiiriinii 6grenmeliyiz. ... Ciinkii (Ingilizce 6grenimi
i¢in) sadece belli iilkelerin kiiltiirlerinin énemi var (anadili ingilizce olan iilkelerin).
(Katilimer 2)

I think, we should learn the culture of the country whose language we are learning...
because only the cultures of certain countries (the native speaking countries) are
important (for English learning). (Participant 2)

Bir dilin asli daha Onemlidir. Mesela, kimse Azeri Tiirk¢esi Ogrenmiyor c¢ilinkii
Tiirkgenin aslh istanb}ll Tiirkgesidir. Bu yiizden de Tiirkge 6grenmek isteyen yabancilar,
Azeri Tirkgesi degil Istanbul Tiirkgesi 6grenir... (Katilimci 2)

The original (version) of a language is more important. For example, no one learns Azeri
Turkish because Istanbul Turkish is the original version of the Turkish language, so the
foreigners who want to learn Turkish learn Istanbul Turkish, not the Azeri Turkish...
(Participant 2)

Benim icin dil egitimi bir bakima Kkiiltiir egitimidir... Bu boliimde Ingilizce
ogrendigimize gore, Ingiliz Kiiltiiri'niin de belli kisimlarina alismaliyiz bence.
Kiiltiirlerini 6grenmek dillerini 6grenmeyi de kolaylastirir... (derste farkli kiiltiirlerin
tanitilmasinin) yararlt olacagini sanmiyorum ciinkii o kiiltiirlerin dersle alakasi yok
bence. (Katilimci 79)

In my opinion, language education is culture education in a way... Because we are
learning English in this deparment, we should get adapted to the certain parts of the
British culture, | think. Learning their culture will facilitate learning their language
too...? No, I don’t think it will be useful (referring to the presentation of cultural
diversity in the classroom) because those cultures are not relevant to the course, | think.
(Participant 79)

. anlayabildigim siirece bir Hindistanlimin Ingilizce konusmasiyla bir Amerikalmin
Ingilizce konusmasi arasinda fark yok. Sonugta dil iletisim igin... (Katilimc1 79)

...there is no difference between an Indian speaking English and an American speaking
English as long as | can understand them. Language is for communication after all...
(Participant 79)

Yani ileride ¢ogunlukla anadili ingilizce olanlarla konusacagimzi diisiiniirsek, farkl
(ingilizce) aksanlar 6grenmek mantikli...Bir hintlinin Ingilizce konusmas1 bana farkl bir
sey hissettirmiyor, ama yine de Ingiliz ingilizcesini tercih ederim tabi. Ne zaman Ingiliz
Ingilizcesi duysam, kendi kendime ‘iste benim de Ingilizcem bdyle olmalr®
diyorum...Yani bilemiyorum. Sadece kulaga hos geliyor. (Katilimc1 61)

I mean learning about different (English) accents makes sense if we think that we will
communicate mostly with nonnative speakers in the future... An Indian speaking
English doesn’t make me feel anything different, but still I prefer the British English of
course. Whenever | hear British English, I say to myself: ‘my English should be like this
too’... I don’t know. It just sounds beautiful. (Participant 61)

Her cesit Ingilizceyi seviyorumm ben. . .tabiki onlarin kétii Ingilizceler oldugunu
diistinmiiyorum...Evet 6zellikle de Hindistan Ingilizcesi kulagima gayet hos geliyor
diyebilirim. (Katilimci 46)

I like all types of English ... of course I don’t think they are bad Englishes... Yes, I can
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say, especially Indian English sounds very sweet to me. (Participant 46)

Kiiltiir 5nemlidir ¢iinkii Ingilizceyi 6grenmemizi kolaylastirir. Ornegin, kelime dersinse,
bir kelimenin kiiltiirel olarak nerden tiiredigini 6grenirsek, daah sonar o kelimeyi daha
kolay hatirlayabiliriz... (Katilime1 35)

Culture is important because it facilitates our learning English. For example, if we are
taught with the cultural origins of a word in the vocabulary course, we can remember
that word more easily later... (Participant 35)

... Ingiliz kiiltiiriinii 6grenmek Ingilizceyi daha kolay 6grenmemizi saglar. (Katilimc1
79)
...learning the British culture helps us learn English more easily. (Participant 79)
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Appendix V: Turkish Summary

TURKCE OZET

GIRIS

Gilintimiizde kiiltiir kavrami, yabanci dil derslerinin vazgegilmez bir parcasi haline
gelmistir (Baker, 2012) ¢iinkii dil ve kiiltiir arasinda ¢ok giiglii bir bag vardir
(Baker, 2012; Nault, 2006; Saniei, 2012; Su, 2008).

Kiiltiiriin Ingilizce derslerinde kullanimina yonelik son zamanlardaki tartismalara
g0z gezdirildiginde, derslerde kimin kiiltlirlinlin 6gretilecegi tartismasinin One
ciktig1 goriilmektedir. Daha acik ifadesiyle, tartismalar Ingilizce derslerinde
yalmzca anadili Ingilizce olan ve Kachru’nun (1985, 1992) i¢ ¢cemberinde yer alan
Ingiltere ve Amerika gibi iilkelerin kiiltiirlerine mi yer verilmelidir; yoksa daha
evrensel bir bakis agis1 benimseyerek birgok diinya kiiltiirti, elestirel ve 6grenci-
merkezli etkinlikler yoluyla Ingilizce derslerinin bir pargasi haline mi
getirilmelidir (bkz. Alptekin, 2002; Baker, 2009). Benzer bir tartismada da hangi
Ingilizcenin dgretilmesi gerektigi iizerinde yiiriitiilmektedir (bkz. Jenkins, 2007).
Her ne kadar geleneksel olarak Ingilizce dgretimi Kachru’nun i¢ ¢emberindeki
iilkelerin standart Ingilizcelerini model alarak yapilsa da (Lai, 2008; McKay,
2003) ve Ingilizce dgrenenler anadili Ingilizce olanlar1 kendileri igin model olarak
gormeye devam etse de (6rn. Galloway, 2013; Galloway & Rose, 2014; Rivers,
2011), son zamanlarda ‘Ortak Dil Olarak Ingilizce’ (ODOI) kavrami ve bu
kavramin Ingilizce derslerine olan etkisi hakkindaki tartigmalar, dikkatleri bu

yone ¢ekmektedir. (bkz. Seidlhofer, 2004).

Bir dnceki paragrafta kisaca deginilen derslerde kullanilacak kiiltiir ve Ingilizce

tiirii ile 1lgili sliregelen tartigmalar her ne kadar ayr1 boyutlarda devam ediyor gibi
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goriinse de, temelinde benzer iddialara dayanmaktadir. Daha acik ifadesiyle, bu
iki tiir tartismanin amacinda dis diinyada gozlemlenen dilsel ve kiiltiirel ¢esitliligi
sinif ortamma tasimak ve Ingilizce derslerinin bir parcasi olmasini saglamak
(Baker, 2009, 2012) yer almaktadir. Bu sekilde, ortak bir payda olusturarak,
kiiltiir ~ emperyalizmine (bkz. Alptekin, 1993, 2002) kars1 ¢ikilmasi
hedeflenmektedir. Ayrica, Dirba (2007) Degiskenlikle Baristk Olma Yetisi
(DBOY) ve ODOI kavramlarmin birbirine paralel oldugunu; daha agik ifadesiyle
DBOY’un Ingilizce 6gretimine ODOI penceresinden bakmay1 gerektirdigini
belirtmistir.

Arastirmaci, DBOY "un kiiltiirleraras1 arastirmalar i¢inde oldukga yeni, ancak bir o
kadar da g6z ardi edilmis ve arastirilmaya deger bir kavram oldugunu
diisiinmektedir. Ozellikle de giiniimiiziin kiiresellesen postmodern diinyasinda
(Forsman, 2006), kiiltiiriin bireyler tarafindan ve yine bireylerin etkilesimi
sonucunda yeniden yeniye yaratildigi tartigsmalart (Baker, 2009, 2012) agirlik
kazanmisken, Dirba'nin (2007) énerdigi gibi DBOY ve ODOI kavramlar1 birlikte
ele alinarak, Ingilizce 6gretiminde arzulanan cesitliligi (Young & Walsh,
2010) saglamak miimkiin olabilir. Ozellikle de DBOY'un en ©6nemli
hedeflerinden birinin genellemeci ve 6nyargil ifadeleri ortadan kaldirarak
daha hosgorili ve kucaklayict bir bakis a¢is1 kazandirmak oldugu (Dervin,
2006, 2010; Dervin & Dirba, 2006) distlnilirse, kiultiirlerarasi
karsilasmalarin arttifi gliniimiiz diinyasinda DBOY gibi yeni bir tartisma

boyutuna ne kadar gereksinim duyuldugu anlasilmis olur.

Mevcut calisma, yukarida 6zetlenen tartismalarin 15181nda, Dervin’in (2006, 2010)
ortaya atti31 ve Dirba'nin (2007) lizerinde ¢alisarak gelistirdigi ve iletisimsel bir
boyut ekledigi DBOY kavrami ile son yillardaki arastirmalarla (bkz. Jenkins,
2007; Galloway & Rose, 2014) ivme kazanan ODOI kavramimi yar1 deneysel ve
cok boyutlu bir arastirmada bir araya getirerek, bu iki kavramin iligkisini aciga
cikarmayr amaclamaktadir. Daha agik ifadesiyle mevcut calisma, Ingilizce
Ogretiminde hedef kiiltiir ve hedef dil odakl1 bir yaklagima karsin, kiiltiirlerarasi ve

ODOI odakli bir yaklasim benimsemenin, Tiirkiye’deki, Ingilizce 6gretmen
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adaylarimin DBOY diizeyleri {izerindeki etkisini arastirmak amaciyla, Tiirkiye’de
bir devlet liniversitesinde yapilmis bir arastirmayi rapor etmektedir. Alanyazinda
cok fazla dikkat ¢ekmemis olmasina ragmen, dilsel ve Kkiiltiirel farkliliklara
sayglyl Onceleyen ve bagkalar1 hakkindaki kaliplagmig yargilart ortadan
kaldirmayr hedefleyen DBOY’un, giiniimiiziin kiiresellesen diinyasindaki
kiltlirleraras1 iletisimin degisken yapisini agiklamaya yonelik postmodern ve
yenilik¢i bir bakis agis1 sundugu gériilmektedir. Alanyazinda, ODOI ve DBOY
arasinda dogal bir iliski olduguna dair degisik goriisler sunulmus olmasina
ragmen, bu iki olguyu birlikte arastirma konusu yaparak aralarindaki iliskiyi
incelemis hi¢ bir ¢alisma goze carpmamaktadir. Kuramsal tartigmalarin 6tesinde,
DBOY iizerine yapigmis herhangi deneysel bir ¢alisma da bulunmamaktadir.
Mevcut galisma, bu belirlenen eksiklikleri gidermek iizere asagida verilen 3 ana

ve 3 alt arastirma sorusuna yanit aramaktadir.

Arastirma Sorusu 1: Degiskenlikle Barisik Olma Yetisi (DBOY) ile farkli

Ingilizce konusma tiirlerine kars1 olan tutum arasinda bir iliski var midir?

Arastirma Sorusu 2: Kiiltiirleraras1 grup (KG) ile hedef kiiltiir grubu (HG) ve
kontrol grubu (KOG) arasinda deneysel arastirma sonrasinda DBOY diizeyleri

agisindan anlamli bir farklilik olusacak midir?

Aragtirma sorusu 2a: Katilimcilarin Degiskenlikle Barisitk Olma Yetisi
Olgegi (DBOYO) sonuglari, arastirma &ncesi ve sonrasinda gruplar arasinda

anlaml bir fark ortaya koyacak midir?

Arastirma Sorusu 2b: Katilimeilarin Ingilizce Tiirleri Tutum Olgegi (ITTO),
sonuglari, arastirma Oncesi ve sonrasinda gruplar arasinda anlaml bir fark

ortaya koyacak midir?

Arastirma Sorusu 2c: Katilimcilarin kiiltiir, farkli Ingilizce tiirleri ve bu
ikisinin yabanct dil derslerinde kullanimina yonelik diistinceleri nelerdir?
Deney sonrasinda onceki diislincelerinde herhangi bir degisiklik olacak

midir?
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Arastirma Sorusu 3: Kiiltiirleraras1 grup (KG) ile hedef kiiltiir grubu (HG) ve
kontrol grubu (KOG) arasinda, deneysel arastirma Oncesi ve sonrasinda
Ingilizce Dinleme Testinin (DT) Hedef Dil Olarak Ingilizce (HDOI) ve Ortak
Dil Olarak Ingilizce (ODOI) kisimlarindan elde edilecek sonuglar agisindan bir

fark olacak midir?

Temel Kavramlarin Tanimi:

Degiskenlikle Baristk Olma Yetisi (DBOY): DBOY, Kkiiltiirleraras1 yeti ve
Byram’in (1997) kiiltiirlerarasi iletisim yetisinin sosyal yapilandirmaci kuramlarla
daha uyumlu hale getirilerek, giinimiizdeki kiiltiirlerin degisken yapisini daha iyi
aciklayabilmek amaciyla ilk kez Dervin (2006) tarafindan ortaya atilmistir. Dervin
(2006), DBOY’u farkliliklardan ve degiskenlikten hoslanma yetisi olarak da
adlandirmaktadir. Bu nedenle, DBOY genel anlam itibariyle ¢esitlilige karsi
olumlu tutum sergileme olarak tanimlanabilir. Dervin’e gore, DBOY diizeyi
yiiksek olan insanlarin, farkliliklart bir zenginlik olarak gérmeleri beklenir. Bu
baglamda da, genellemelere dayanan kiiltiirel 6zelliklerden ¢ok, bireye ve bireyin
farkliliklarina odaklandiklar1 diisiiniiliir. Dervin, DBOY’u tanimlarken kiiltiir
algisina ayrica vurgu yapmaktadir. Daha agik ifadesiyle, DBOY Kkiiltiirii digsal,
sinirlari tilkeden tilkeye veya toplumdan topluma degisen ve bireylerin diisiince ve
davraniglarini sekillendiren bir dis gii¢ olarak degil; direkt olarak birey tarafindan
olusturulan ve giinliik yasamda karsilasilan farkli durumlara gore stirekli
degiskenlik gosteren bir olgu olarak tanimlar. Bu baglamda, DBOY un kiiltiir

tanimi, sosyal yapilandirmaci kuramlarla paralellik gostermektedir (Dirba, 2007).

Degiskenlikle Barisik Olarak Iletisme Yetisi: (DBOIY): DBOIY, Dirba’nin
(2007), Dervin’in (2006) ortaya attiit DBOY kavramina iletisimsel bir boyut
katmas1 sonucunda ortaya ¢ikmistir. DBOIYin fikir babasi olan Dirba, Byram’in
(1997) kiiltiirlerarast yeti tartismalarma iletisim boyutu eklemesine benzer bir
sekilde, DBOY tartigsmalarina, toplumsal dilbilim ve sdylem yetisi gibi 6geler

ekleyerek DBOY un sosyal ve iletisimsel yonlerini 6ne ¢ikarmistir.
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Ortak Dil Olarak Ingilizce (ODOI): ODOI c¢alismalarinin  6nde gelen
arastirmacilarindan olan Jenkins (2007), ODOI’yi dissal bir kurala bagli olmadan
kendi kendine var olabilen ve kendi kurallarini olusturabilen bir tiir olarak
tanimlamaktadir. ODOI kavrami, en yaygin bicimde tanimlandig: sekliyle, toplam
Ingilizce kullanimmnin yaklasik %25’ine karsilik gelen Ingilizcenin anadil olarak
kullan1ldig1  durumlar1 kapsamaz (Crystal, 2003). Bu baglamda, ODOI’yi,
Ingilizceyi anadil olarak degil de, giinlik yasamda karsilasilan durumlar
karsisinda ortak bir iletisim araci olarak kullanan insanlarm iirettikleri Ingilizce

tiirleri olarak tanimlamak miimkiindiir (Schmitz, 2012).

Diinya ingilizceleri (DI): DI kavrami, ilk kez Kachru (1985) tarafindan
Ingilizcenin diinya {izerindeki yayilim ve kullanimini siniflandirmak iizere ortaya
atilmistir. Daha sonra, Kachru (1992) tarafindan tekrar gdzden gegirilen DI
modeline gore, diinya iilkeleri, ingilizcenin resmi durumu ve giinlilk yasamdaki
roliine gore 3 kategoriye ayrilmaktadir. Dairesel bir sekil iizerinde ifade edilen bu
siniflandirmanin merkezinde i¢ cember iilkeleri olarak adlandirilan Ingiltere,
Amerika gibi Ingilizcenin anadil olarak &grenilip kullanildig iilkeler yer
almaktadir. Bir iistte yer alan ve dis ¢cember olarak adlandirilan grupta ise,
somiirge ge¢misi olan ve Ingilizcenin resmi dillerden biri olarak giinliik yasamda
yayginca kullanildig1 Nijerya, Singapur, Hong Kong gibi tilkeler bulunmaktadir.
Son olarak, genisleyen ¢cember adi verilen en dis katmanda ise Ingilizcenin resmi
bir statiiye sahip olmamadigi, ancak yine de okullarda yabanci dil olarak

ogretildigi Tiirkiye, Japonya gibi tilkeler yer almaktadir.
ILGILI ALANYAZIN

Pieterse’in (2004) ‘kiiltiirciiliik’ olarak adlandirdigi bakis acisina gore diinya,
birbirinden ¢ok farkli kiiltiirlerin olustugu bir mozaiktir. Bu bakis a¢isinda, her
toplumun bir kiiltlirii vardir ve o toplumda yasayan bireyler o toplumun ortak
kiiltiirel 6zelliklerini yansitirlar. Bu agidan bakildiginda kiiltiir, bireyin diginda bir
giic olup, bireyin diisiince ve davraniglar1 lizerinde belirleyici bir etkiye sahiptir.

Kramsch’a (1993) gore, Ingilizce dgretiminde kiiltiire bu sekilde yaklagmak,
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yabanci dil 6grencilerinin 6grendikleri dilin yalnizca kiltiiriinii degil o dili
konusan insanlarin yasam tarzlarini da benimsemesini gerektirir; bu da ister
istemez kiiltiir emperyalizmi tartismalarina yol agmaktadir (bkz. Alptekin, 1993,
2002). Dervin’e (2006, 2010) gore, ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiircii bir yaklasim
benimsemek, farkli insanlar1 daha iyi tanimaya degil, yalnizca onlar hakkindaki

var olan yanlis ve dnyargili ifadeleri daha da giiclendirmeye yarar.

Ingilizce 6gretiminde elestirel, Kkiiltiirleraras1 bir yaklasim benimsemek ise
ogrencilerin kiiltiiriin akigkan ve degisken yapisini daha iyi kavramalarinin yolunu
acarak, bagkalarinin da kendileri gibi birey ve insan oldugunu diisiinmelerini
saglar; bu sekilde de yabanci dil 6grencilerinin her tiirlii ¢esitlilik ve degiskenlige
kars1 daha olumlu yaklagmalariin 6niinii agar (Baker; 2012; Dervin, 2006; Dirba,
2007). Dogancay-Aktuna’ya (2005) gore kiiltlirel ¢esitliligi simif ortamindan
tamamen dislamak ise, d6grencilerin genel hosnutsuzluk ve basarisizligina neden

olur ki, bu yabanc1 dil 6gretimi agisindan kesinlikle arzulanan bir durum degildir.

Elestirel diisiinme, Ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiirleraras: bir yaklasim benimsemenin
olmazsa olmaz bir dgesidir (Baker, 2012). Ho (2009), dil 6gretiminde gercek
anlamda kiiltiirleraras1 bir yaklasimin ancak Ogrencilerin, kendi bakis agilari,
tutum ve davraniglar lizerindeki kiiltiirel etkileri, elestirel bir gézle irdelemesi ile
miimkiin olabilecegini dile getirmistir. Bu baglamda, elestirel bir bakis acisi
getiren DBOY kavrami, Ingilizce derslerinin merkezinde yer almalidir (Dervin,
2006; Dirba, 2007).

DBOY’un smif ortamina taginmasinda kullanilabilecek tekniklerden bir tanesi,
Ogrencileri kiiltiirel cesitlilige maruz birakarak onlarin kiiltiir kavramini elestirel
bicimde sorgulamalarini saglamaktir (Dervin, 2010). Forsman’in (2006) aktardigi
Réisdnen ve San’in (2005) iddialarina gore, Ogrencilerin kiiltiirel ¢esitliligin
farkina varmalarin1 saglamak, onlarin olast benmerkeziyet¢i ve tek kiiltiirlii

tavirlarindan armarak, daha evrensel bir bakis acis1 kazanmalarini saglayacaktir.

DBOY tartismalarina paralel bir sekilde yiiriitilen ODOI tartismalarina gore

ODOI, yabanci dil smiflarinda gercek kiiltiirlerarasi bir deneyim sunmanin
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olmazsa olmaz bir dgesidir (Dirba, 2007). Kiiresellesme, Ingilizcenin diinyanin
tiim bolgelerine yayilmasi ve ortak dil olarak kullanilmaya baslanmasinda 6nemli
bir rol oynamistir (Jenkins, 2000). McKay’in (2003) aktardigina goére, giiniimiiz
diinyasinda Ingilizce kullanilarak gerceklestirilen iletisimin biiyiik bir kismu,
anadili Ingilizce olmayan insanlar arasinda ge¢mektedir. Seidlhofer’a (2004) gore,
bu goriismelerde kullanilan Ingilizce, Kachru’nun (1985, 1992) i¢ cemberinde yer
alan iilkelerin standartlastirilmis formlariyla karsilastirildiginda, dilbilgisi, sozciik
bilgisi ve sesletim acilarindan biiyiik farkliliklar géstermektedir. Bu baglamda
Crystal’im (2003) ve Widdowson’mn (2003), Ingilizcenin artik tek bir ulusal
grubun veya toplumun tekelinde olmadigi yoniindeki saptamalar1 dikkate deger

savlardir.

Son yillarda hem ODOI tartismalarinda (6rn. Galloway & Rose, 2014; Jenkins,
2007) hem de ODOI baglantili etkinlik ve materyallerin ingilizce 6gretiminde
kullanilmasinda (6rn, Galloway, 2003; Matsuda & Friedrich, 2011; Uygun 2012)
ciddi bir artis géze carpmaktadir. Bu artig, Erling (2005) gibi baz1 arastirmacilari,
Ingilizce 6gretiminde kullanilan geleneksel ydntem ve materyalleri sorgulamaya
yoneltmistir. Bu sorgulama sonucunda birgok arastirmaci (6rn; Baker, 2009,
2012;Erling, 2005; Forsman, 2006), ingilizce dgretiminin devrimsel bir degisim
ve doniisiim gecirerek (Dervin, 2006), kiiltiir ve Ingilizce gesitliligine daha acik

hale gelmesi gerektigi (Galloway & Rose, 2014) tezini ortaya siirmiislerdir.

Yabanci dil 6grencilerinin farkli Ingilizcelere karsi olan tutumlarinin arastirildig
calismalar gostermistir ki ogrenciler, Ingilizcenin anadil oldugu i¢ ¢ember
iilkelerindeki standart Ingilizce tiirlerini, diger ingilizce tiirlerinden iistiin tutmakta
ve dolayisiyla da onlara karsi daha olumlu tutum ve tavirlar sergilemektedirler
(6rn. Abeywickrama, 2013; Galloway, 2013; Kaypak & Ortagtepe, 2014; Ke &
Cahyani, 2014). Ek olarak, Tiirkiye’deki Ingilizce 6gretmenlerinin biiyiik bir
kismi, Ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiir gretimi konusunda agirlikli olarak i¢ gember
tilkelerinin kdiltiirlerine yer verilmesi gerektigini bildirmektedirler (6rn. Bayyurt,
2006).
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Dirba (2007), DBOY ve ODOI arasinda giiglii bir bag oldugunu, ¢iinkii DBOY’a
gore yabanci dil 6grencileri, Ingilizceyi anadili olarak kullanan insanlar1 taklit
etmemeli; bunun yerine, ODOI bakis agisina sahip olarak Ingilizceyi ortak bir
iletisim dili olarak kullanmalilar. Benzer bir yaklasimla Matsuda ve Friedrich
(2011), ODOI’nin uygulandig1 bir dil smifinda kiiltiirleraras1 bir bakis acisina
sahip olmanin 6nemini vurgulamakta; Ingilizcenin diinya {izerinde yaygin hale
gelmesiyle, Ingilizce derslerinde islenen kiiltiirin de daha kapsamli hale
getirilmesi gerektigini, Ogrencilerin ancak bu sekilde Kkiiltiirleraras1 iletisimde
yetkin olabilecekleri tezini ileri siirmektedirler. Bu ve buna benzer savlar, daha
birgok arastirmaci tarafindan (6rn. Baker, 2009, 2014; Su, 2014) dile
getirilmektedir. Bu sekilde, Ingilizce 6gretiminde ciddi bir degisimin gerekli ve

kacinilmaz oldugu siirekli vurgulanmaktadir (Dervin, 2006).
YONTEM

Bu arastirma, Canakkale Onsekiz Mart Universitesi’nin Ingiliz Dili Egitimi
Anabilim Dali’nin 1. Smifinda 2013-2014 akademik yil1 gliz doneminde 6grenim

gormekte olan 83 6grenci iizerinde gerceklestirilmistir.
Katihhmeilar:

Arastirmaya, toplam 83 Ingilizce 6gretmen aday1 katilmis olup, katilimcilarin
63'tni kadinlar, 20’sini ise erkekler olusturmustur. Biitiin katilimcilar,
arastirmanin yapildigi donemde, 18-25 yas araliginda yer almaktaydilar.
Calisma, bir donem boyunca var olan 3 ayr1 1. Sinif subesinde yuiriitilmiistir.
Bu baglamda, tamami hazirlik egitimi almis 6grencilerden olusan 1/A (N=29)
subesi kontrol grubu (KOG) olarak belirlenmis, diger iki sube ise rastgele
bicimde Kkiiltlirleraras1 deney grubu (1/C, N=26), (bu noktadan itibaren
kiiltiirleraras1 grubu, ya da kisaca KG) ve hedef kiiltiir merkezli deney grubu
(1/B, N=28) (bu noktadan itibaren hedef kiiltiir grubu, ya da kisaca HG) olarak
belirlenmistir. KG’'deki oOgrencilerin hig¢biri hazirhik egitimi asmamistir;
HG’deki katilmcilarin ise, ¢ok az bir kismi (N=5) hazirlik egitimi almiglardir.

Bir dénem boyunca, KG’de ODOI ve Kkiiltiirleraras1 odakli elestirel uygulamalar,
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HG’de ise hedef dil/hedef kiiltiir odakli uygulamalar takip edilmistir. KOG’da ise,
kiltiir ve dinleme ile ilgili hi¢ bir calisma yapilmamis olup, bunun yerine bu grup
ogrencileriyle, dénem boyunca yine hedef dil merkezli (Ingiliz ingilizcesi)

sesletim uygulamalar1 ger¢eklestirilmistir.
izlenen Yéntemler:

Mevcut calismada, ODOI ve kiiltiirleraras: odakli elestirel sinif ici etkinlikler,
‘Dinleme ve Sesletim I’ dersinin 3 subesinden birinde (KG) dénem boyunca bir
arada uygulanmistir. Ayrica bahsi gegen uygulamalar, tekrarli dl¢iimlere dayali
yart deneysel yontem kullanilarak, diger bir subede yiiriitilen hedef dil/hedef
kiiltir odakli uygulamalar (HG) ve yine baska bir subedeki (KOG) hedef dil
odakli sesletim uygulamalarindan nitel ve nicel tekniklerle elde edilen verilerle

karsilastirilmistir.

Deney gruplarinda izlenilen uygulamalarin belirlenmesinde, Jourdain’in (1998)
‘kiiltiirle baglant1 kurma’ modelinden yararlanilmistir. Ug asamali bu modele
gore, ogrenciler 6ncelikle kiiltiirle ilgili bir konuda aragtirma yaparlar, daha sonra
ogrendikleri bilgileri iletisime dayali smufigi etkinliklerle arkadaslariyla
paylasirlar ve son olarak da bu yeni bilgiler 1s181inda beraberce kiiltiirel degerler

tizerinde tartisma ve elestirel sorgulama yaparlar.

Daha detayli bir sekilde agiklamak gerekirse, her hafta iki oturum seklinde islenen
135 dakikalik ders saatinin ilk oturumunda KG’de, kiiltiir ¢esitliligini yansitan bir
konuda beyin firtinasini takip eden grup sunumu, hemen ardindan da 6gretim
elemaninin elestirel diistinmeye yonelten sorular esliginde odak grup tartismalari
yapildi. HG’de ise ayni yontem izlenmekle birlikte, sunum ve tartigmalar,
yalnizca hedef kiiltiir merkezli bir konu etrafinda gergeklestirildi. Dersin ikinci
oturumunda ise KG’de ¢ogunlugu (%80) ODOI dinleme pargalarindan
hazirlanmis ders kitab1 esliginde dinleme aktiviteleri yapilirken, HG’de tamamim
Ingilizceyi anadil olarak konusanlarin olusturdugu dinleme pargalariyla yapilan

etkinliklere yer verildi. KOG’da ise donem boyunda herhangi bir dinleme
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aktivitesine yer verilmeyip, yalmzca Ingiliz ingilizcesi odakli fonetik ve sesletim

etkinlikleri yapildi.
Veri Toplama ve Analiz Yontemleri:

Nicel veriler, bu ¢alisma i¢in 6zel olarak gelistirilen Degiskenlikle Barisik Olma
Yetisi Olgegi (DBOYO), Ingilizce Tiirleri Tutum Olgegi (ITTO), Ortak Dil
Olarak Ingilizce Diisiince Olgegi (ODOIDO) ve iginde farkli Ingilizce tiirlerinden
dinleme parcalarimin yer aldig1 Dinleme Testi (DT) araciligiyla toplanmistir. Nitel
veriler ise, baslangigtaki DBOYO sonuglar1 baz alinarak secilmis 23 kisiyle
yapilan yliz yiize goriismeler ile deney Oncesi paragraflari, deney sonrasit gdzden
gecirme paragrafi ve ders degerlendirme paragrafini iceren yazili raporlar yoluyla

elde edilmistir.

Ana calismada kullanilan Olgek, materyal ve yoOntemler, bir ders donemi
oncesinde farkli 6grenciler iizerinde pilot olarak test edilmis; gerekli goriilen
tyilestirme, degistirme ve diizenlemeler yapilarak Tiirkge "ye ¢evrilmis ve gerekli

kontrollerden sonra ana ¢aligmanin veri toplama araglar1 olarak kullanilmistir.

DBOYO, iTTO, ODOIDO ve DT kullanilarak toplanan sayisal veriler, SPSS v.20
kullanilarak parametrik testlerle ¢oziimlenmis, ortaya ¢ikan bulgular, arastirmada
sekil ve tablolar ile rapor edilmis ve tartisilmistir. Katilimcilarin bir kismi ile
yapilan detayli goriismeler ve deney Oncesi paragraflari, tekrar gézden gecirme
paragrafi ve ders degerlendirme paragrafi gibi yazili raporlar yoluyla toplanmis
olan veriler ise, nitel degerlendirmeye tabi tutulmus ve gruplandirma yapilarak
aktarilmigtir. Nicel bulgular, nitel bulgularla karsilastirilip, ortak noktalar
saptanmig, bu baglamda yeni gelistirilmis olan DBOYO’niin &grencilerin DBOY
diizeylerini ilgilendiren konulardaki fikirlerini ne dlglide yansitabildigi
tartistlmistir. Elde edilen tiim bulgular 1s1ginda ODOI baglantili DBOY modeli
olusturulmus; bu yeni modelin, gelecekteki arastirmalarda kullanilmasi yoniinde

onerilerde bulunulmustur.
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BULGULAR

Nicel veriler {izerinde MANOVA, korelasyon, t-testler ve post-hoc testleri
uygulanmis olup, sonuglar incelendiginde, katilimcilarin DBOY diizeyleri ile
farkli Ingilizce tiirlerine karsi olan tutumlar1 arasinda anlamli bir iliski oldugu
goriilmistiir. Ayrica, elde edilen bulgular, derslerde kiiltiiriin ele alinig bigiminin,
hem &grencilerin DBOY diizeylerini hem de farkli Ingilizce tiirlerine kars1 olan
tutumlarim1 paralel bir sekilde etkiledigini gdstermistir. Daha agik ifadesiyle,
ODOI ve Kkiiltiirleraras1 odakli elestirel uygulamalar, katilimcilarin DBOY
diizeylerini arttirarak, farkli Ingilizcelere karsi daha olumlu bir tavir
sergilemelerini saglarken, hedef dil/hedef kiiltiir odakli uygulamalar ise bu
uygulamalarin yiritildigi gruptaki (HG) 6grencilerin DBOY diizeylerini anlamli
bir sekilde diisiirmiis ve onlarin 6zellikle anadili Ingilizce olmayanlara ait dinleme

orneklerine kars1 olan tutumlarin1 daha olumsuz hale getirmistir.
MANOVA Bulgular:

Deney oncesi DBOYO, ITTO, ODOIDO ve DT degerleri iizerinde
gerceklestirilmis olan ANOVA sonuglari, gruplarin istatistiksel acidan esdeger
oldugunu gostermistir (p>.05). Ayrica, bu Ol¢ekler iizerinde gergeklestirilen,
Kolmogorov-Smirnov ve Shapiro-Wilk normallik testleri, parametrik testler igin

bir 6n sart olan sayisal veri dagilimlarinin normalligini dogrulamistir (p>.05).

Deney sonrasinda katilimcilarin DBOYO sonuclari, ITTO niin ic (r=.23, N=83,
p=.041), dis (r=.32, N=83, p=.003) ve genisleyen (r=.26, N=83, p=.017) ¢gember
boliimlerinden elde ettikleri skorlarla Pearson korelasyonu ile karsilastirildiginda,

degiskenler arasinda zay1f ve orta diizeyde anlamli iliski tespit edilmistir.

Tiim deney degiskenleri tizerinde MANOVA uygulandiginda, denek ici dizayn
sonuglarina gore DT ve ITTO’niin tiim kisimlari iizerinde zaman degiskeninin ana
etkisi saptanmigtir. Diger bir ifadeyle, deney sonunda katilimeilarin DT’nin hem
anadil olarak Ingilizce (F180=19.54, p=.000, 5p°=.196) kisimlari, hem de diger
Ingilizce tiirleri (F1go= 40.28, p=.000, 7p°=.335) kisimlarinda anlamli bir skor
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artis1  gerceklestirdikleri goriilmiistiir. Ayrica, deney sonunda, ITTO’niin ig
(F1,80=7.72, p=.003, 7p>=.088), dis (F180=5.65, p=.010, 7p?=.066) ve genisleyen
(F1,80=5.95, p=.008, 1p?=.069) ¢ember kisimlarina yonelik 6grenci tutumlarinda

anlamli bir fark saptanmistir.

MANOVA sonuglari iizerinde zaman ve grup degiskenlerinin olas1 etkilesimi
incelendiginde, DBOYO (F,0=5.69, p=.002, 5p°=.124) ile ITTO’niin i¢ (F2,g=
4.33, p=.008, 7p?=.098) ve genisleyen ¢ember (F,g,=4.95, p=.004, #p>=.110)
boliim skorlarinda anlamli etkilesim saptanmistir. Dis ve genisleyen g¢ember
skorlar birlikte ele alinip analiz edildiginde ise anlamli zaman ve grup etkilesimi
(F2,80=4.66, p=.006, 1p?=.104) tespit edilmistir. Daha a¢ik ifadesiyle, bahsi gecen
bu degiskenler bazinda deney Oncesinde istatistiksel agidan esdeger olan
gruplarin, deney sonrasinda birbirlerinden anlamli bir sekilde farklilastiklar: tespit

edilmistir.

MANOVA denekler aras1 dizayn sonuglar1 incelendiginde, katilimcilarin DBOYO
(F280=2.50, p=.044, 5p>=.059) ve ITTO genisleyen c¢ember bdliim skorlari
(F2,80=3.06, p=.026, 7p*=.071) ve DT dis/genisleyen ortak boliim skorlari
(F2,80=2.32, p=.052, 5p?=.055) iizerinde grup degiskeninin ana etkisi saptanmustir.
Daha agik ifadesiyle baslangigta esit olan gruplarin, deney sonrasinda bu

degiskenler bazinda anlamli bir sekilde ayristiklar1 goriilmiistiir.

Grup ana etkisinin saptandigi degiskenler iizerinde yapilan LSD Post-hoc test
sonuglar;, DBOYO degiskeni baglaminda, KG nin (M=81.69, SE=1.71), KOG
(M=76.67, SE=1.62) ve HG’den (M=77.66, SE=1.64) anlamli bir sekilde
farklilagtigimi gostermistir. Daha acik ifadesiyle deney sonrasinda KG’deki
katilimcilar, hem HG (p=.047) hem de KOG’dan (p=.018) istatistiksel agidan
anlamli bir bicimde daha yiiksek bir DBOYO skoru elde etmislerdir.

LSD post-hoc test sonuglar1 ve ITTO genisleyen ¢ember skorlar1 birlikte ele
alindiginda, deney sonrasinda KG’nin (M=40.32, SE=1.45), KOG (M=38.94,
SE=1.37) ve HG’den (M=35.51, SE=1.39) anlamli bir sekilde farklilastig:

goriilmektedir. Ozellikle KG ve HG arasinda tespit edilmis olan nispeten daha
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anlaml1 istatistiksel fark (p=.009) deneyin, ozellikle genisleyen ¢embere yonelik
olan tutumlar baz alindiginda, gruplar arasinda etkili bir ayrismaya yol agtigini
gostermektedir. Daha acgik ifadesiyle deney sonrasinda, KG katilimcilarinin
genisleyen ¢ember Ingilizce tiirlerine karsi olan tutumlarinda anlamli ve olumlu
yonde degisiklik tespit edilirken, diger grup katilimcilarmin tutumlari olumsuz

yonde degisim gostermistir.

MANOVA denekler aras1 dizayn ¢oziimlemesine gore dis ve genisleyen ¢ember
toplam skorlar1 tizerinde anlamli bir grup etkisi tespit edilememis olmasina
ragmen, LSD post-hoc test sonuglari, deneyin KG (M=37.08, SE=1.14) ile HG
(M=34.20, SE=1.08) arasinda anlamli (p =.037) bir fark yarattigin1 ortaya
koymustur. Diger bir ifadeyle, katilimcilar dis ve genisleyen ¢ember Ingilizce
tiirlerine yonelik tutumlari anlamli bir degisiklik gostermis. Deney sonrasinda KG
bu Ingilizce tiirlerine kars1 daha olumlu yaklasirken, HG bu tiirlere olan tavrini
olumsuz yonde degistirmistir. Bu da deneyin etkisini gostermesi agisindan kayda

deger bir bulgu olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

DT’nin farkli kisimlar1 3. arastirma sorusuna yanit aramak ig¢in tekrarlayici
Olcimlere dayali MANOVA ile ¢oziimlendiginde, deney sonrasinda gruplar
arasinda anlamli bir fark tespit edilmemistir. Yine de LSD post-hoc test sonuglari,
HG ve KOG arasinda beklenmedik anlamli bir fark gostermis olup, bu fark
KOG’da dénem boyunca dinleme etkinligi yapilmamis olmasina baglanmistir.
Grup farklar1 goz ardi edildiginde, biitiin katilimcilarin deney Oncesine gore
DT’nin her iki kismindan elde ettikleri skorlari anlamli bir sekilde yiikselttikleri
goriilmiistiir. Diger bir ifadeyle MANOVA, yalmizca DT skorlar1 {izerinde
zamanin ana etkiye sahip oldugunu ortaya ¢ikarmis, herhangi bir grup farklilig:

ortaya koymamustir.
Olcek-ici t-test Bulgulan:

ITTO’niin 3 ayr1 kismu, testin hem n hem de son uygulanmasindan elde edilen
skorlar baz alinarak tek Orneklem t-testi ile karsilastirildiginda, katilimcilarin

deney Oncesi ve sonrasinda iic ¢emberi temsil eden dinleme Orneklerine karsi
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anlamli (p=.000) bir sekilde farkli tutumlar sergiledikleri goriilmektedir. Deney
oncesi skorlarina gore, O6grenciler, i¢ ¢ember (tg;=61.36, M=50.56, SD=7.50)
dinleme Orneklerine karsi, genisleyen (tg2=40.02, M=39.60, SD=9.01) ve
ozellikle de dis gember (tg;=40.90, M=31.78, SD=7.08) 6rneklerinden ¢ok daha
olumlu tutum sergilemislerdir. Deney sonrasinda da i¢ (tg;=76.64, M=52.50,
SD=6.24) ¢embere karst olan olumlu tutumlarimi korumuslar; genisleyen
(ts2=36.48, M=36.86, SD=9.20) ve dis (t5;=40.71, M= 34.12, SD=7.63) ¢ember
orneklerine kars1 anlamli bir bigimde olumsuz tavir sergilemislerdir. ki uygulama
arasindaki tek fark, deney &ncesi ITTO uygulamasinda, ODIO degiskeninin iki
kismini olusturan dis ve genisleyen ¢emberlere karsi olan tutumdaki farkliligin
deney sonrasinda biiylik Olciide kapanmis olmasidir. Daha acik ifadesiyle tim
katilimcilar deney dncesinde, dis cemberle karsilastirildiginda genisleyen cembere
kars1 ¢ok daha olumlu tutum sergilerken, deney sonrasinda iki ODOI ¢emberine

yonelik birbirine yakin ve i¢ gembere gore olumsuz tutumlar sergilemislerdir.

DT’nin 2 ayr1 kismi, testin hem 6n hem de son uygulanmasindan elde edilen
skorlar baz alinarak tek Orneklem t-testi ile karsilagtirlldiginda, katilimcilarin
deney &ncesi ve sonrasinda anadil Ingilizce ve diger dinleme pargalarma kars:
anlamli (p=.000) bir sekilde farkli tutumlar sergiledikleri goriilmektedir. Daha
acik ifadesiyle katilimcilarin 6n test sirasinda anadil Ingilizce (tg=43.27,
M=15.15, SD=3.19) dinleme parcalarindan elde ettikleri skorlar, diger Ingilizce
tirlerine ait (tg=36.25, M=12.39, SD=3.11) dinleme parg¢alarindan elde ettikleri
skorlardan anlamli bir sekilde daha yiiksek ¢ikmistir. Deney sonrasinda da bu fark
devam etmis olup, katilimcilar yine anlamli bir sekilde anadil ingilizce (tg;=50.54,
M=16.57, SD=2.98) dinleme pargalariyla ilgili sorularda, diger (ts;=34.7,
M=14.18, SD=3.72) dinleme pargalariyla ilgili sorulara kiyasla daha basarili

olmuslardir.
ODOIDO Bulgular:

ODOIDO sonuglart iizerinde uygulanan tanimlayict siklik analizi sonuglarina

gore, katilimcilar1 ezici bir ¢ogunlugunun, i¢ g¢ember iilkelerinin kullandigi
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standart Ingilizce tiirlerine kars1 ¢ok daha olumlu tutum sergiledikleri ve kendileri
icin de yalnizca bu tiirleri 6rnek aldiklar1 goriilmiistiir. Katilimcilarin neredeyse
tamamina yakini (%96.4, N=80), Ingilizcenin kiiresellesen diinyada ortak iletisim
dili olarak gordiiklerini belirtmislerdir. Yine katilimcilarin biiyiik bir ¢cogunlugu
(%85.5, N=71) Ingilizcenin yalnizca bu iilkelere ait oldugu tezine katilmadiklarini
bildirmisler ve Ingilizce derslerinde farkli Ingilizce tiirlerinin bilgilendirme
amactyla kullanilmasina olumlu yaklagmislardir (%74.7, N=62). Ancak durum,
kendileri i¢in model belirlemeye geldiginde, katilan 6gretmen adaylarinin ezici bir
cogunlugu (%95.2, N=79), Ingilizceyi anadili Ingilizce olan insanlarin kurallar1
ile konugmayi tercih ettiklerini bildirmisler ve ders aldiklar1 6gretim elemanlarinin
da Ingilizceyi bu sekilde kullanmalar1 gerektigini belirtmislerdir (%61.4, N=51).
Son olarak, ODOIDO’niin ii¢iincii maddesine verdikleri yanit, katilimcilarin
yartya yakminin (%44.6, N=37), Ingilizceyi bir sekilde kullanarak iletisim
kurabilmenin, dogru Ingilizce kullanmaktan daha ©6nemli oldugunu
diisiindiiklerini gostermistir. Katilimeilarin {icte birinden fazlasi da (%37.3,
N=31), Ingilizce ile iletisim kurabilmek icin iyi Ingilizce kullanmanin &nemli

oldugu yoniinde goriis bildirmislerdir.

ODOIDO sonuglarma tekrarlayici dlgiimlere dayali MANOVA uygulandiginda,
sadece 3. maddede zaman-grup etkilesimi saptanmis; 4. ve 6. maddelerde ise
zaman degiskeninin ana etkisi belirlenmistir. Daha ag¢ik ifadesiyle deney
sonrasinda, oOzellikle KG’deki katilimcilarin goriisii, ‘Ingilizce ile iletisim
kurabilmenin, dogru Ingilizce kullanmaktan daha 6nemli oldugu’ y®niinde
anlaml degisim gostermistir. Deney sonrasindaki, 4. madde sonuglarindaki grup
ana etkisine bakildiginda ise, 6zellikle KOG &grencilerinin farkli Ingilizcelerin
derslerde kullanimina karsi daha olumsuz bir tavir sergiledikleri goriilmektedir.
Bu madde bazinda gruplar arasinda anlamli bir fark olusmamis olmasina ragmen,
deney sonrasinda KG 6grencilerinin eski tavirlarim1 koruduklari, HG ve 6zellikle
de KOG ogrencilerinin  olumsuz ydnde tutum degisikligine gittikleri
goriilmektedir. 6. madde sonuglar1 da deney sonrasinda dgrencilerin, grup farki

olmaksizin anlamli bir bi¢imde i¢ ¢gember iilkelerinin kurallariyla konusmaya daha
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az istekli olduklarini gdstermistir. Bu bulgular, Tiirkiye’deki Ingilizce dgretmen
adaylarinin, agirlikli olarak i¢ ¢gember aksanlarini tercih ettiklerini; ancak yine de
farkli Ingilizce tiirlerinin bilgilendirme amagl Ingilizce derslerinde kullanimina
kars1 olmadiklarini goéstermistir. Calisma, bu agilarindan Uygun’un (2012)
bulgulartyla ortiismektedir.

Goriisme Bulgulari:

Goriismeler icin, deney 6ncesi, DBOYO sonuglara gore en yiiksek skor elde
eden katilimcilar arasindan 11 kisi ve en diisiik skor alanlar arasindan da 12 kisi
belirlenerek, toplam 23 kisiyle yliz yiize goriismeler yapilmistir. Tiirkge olarak
yapilan goriismelerde toplanan ve kaydedilen veriler, DBOY’u olusturan 5 olgiite
(bkz. Dervin, 2006, 2010; Dirba, 2007) ve ELF baglantisin1 belirlemeye yonelik
olarak yeni eklenen 6. bir 6l¢iite gore ¢coziimlenmistir. Birinci Ol¢iit belirlenirken,
katilimcilarin  ‘sosyallik diizeyi ve arkadas se¢imi’ baz alinmistir. Sonuglar
gostermistir ki, DBOY diizeyini saptamak i¢in sosyallik diizeyinden ¢ok arkadas
cesitliligi 6nemli olmaktadir. Ikinci dlgiitte ise ‘yeni yer ve durumlara uyum
kolayligi’ baz almmus olup sonuglar, DBOYO’den yiiksek skor elde edenlerin,
diisiik skor elde edenlere gore yeni durumlara ¢ok daha kolay uyum sagladiklarini
gostermistir. Bu baglamda, ikinci kriterin, DBOY diizeyini belirlemek ig¢in
yerinde ve uygun bir Slgiit oldugu sonucuna varilmistir. Katilimer goriisleri,
liclincli ¢coziimleme O6l¢iitii olan ‘kiiltiir algis1’ acgisindan incelendiginde, her iki
gruptaki Ogrencilerin, kiiltiiriin sabit, yar1 degisken ve degisken kisimlarinin
olduguna inandiklari; ancak yine de yiliksek skor elde edenlerin orantisal olarak
daha karmagik bir kiiltiir algisina sahip oldugu goriilmiistiir. Daha agik ifadesiyle,
yiiksek skor grubunun, kiiltiiriin daha ¢ok akiskan Ogelerine odaklandiklart ve
diger gruptakilere gore kendi lizerlerinde daha az bir kiiltlir etkisi ve baskisi
algiladiklar1 saptanmistir. Dordiincli degerlendirme 6lgiitii olan ‘cesitlilige karsi
olan tutum’ bakimindan yapilan inceleme sonuglarina gore, yiiksek skor grubunun
biiyiik bir kismi her tiirlii ¢esitlilige kars1 daha olumlu yaklagmaktadir. Diisiik skor
grubu ise, asirt cesitliligin  kimlik kaybma yol agabilecegini belirterek,
Tirkiye’nin ¢ok dilli ve kiiltiirlii bir hale donlisme olasiligina kars1 olumsuz goriis
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bildirmislerdir. Ayrica bu grup 6grencilerinden bir kisminin, 6zellikle Kiirt kiiltiir
ve dilinin yaygin kullanilmasmma kars1 olumsuz goriisleri dikkate deger
bulunmustur. ‘Toptanci ve genellemeci yaklasimlar’in incelendigi besinci 6l¢iit
sonuclarma gore, DBOYO diisiik skor grubunun 6zellikle olumsuz genellemelere
inanma konusunda daha fazla egilim gosterdikleri goriilmiistiir. Bu baglamda, tiim
genellemelerin degil, yalnizca olumsuz olanlarin DBOY diizeyini gosterme
acisindan daha belirleyici oldugu goriilmiistiir. Son olarak, ODOI baglantis1 i¢in
eklenen altinc1 Olgiite, yani ‘kiiltiirel c¢esitlilik ve bu baglamda da farkli
Ingilizcelerin Ingilizcelerin derslerde kullanima yoénelik tutum’a bakildiginda,
yiiksek ve diisiik skor gruplari arasinda bir fark tespit edilmekle beraber, bu farkin
DBOY diizeyi belirleme agisindan Onceki Olgiitler kadar giiclii bir gosterge
olmadig1 goriilmiistiir. Daha acik ifadesiyle, diisiik skor grubunda genel anlamda
derslerde kiiltiir ve Ingilizce ¢esitliligine kars1 olumsuz tutum egemen olmakla
birlikle, benzer bir olumsuz tutum, bazi yiiksek skor grubu katilimcilarinda da
saptanmistir. Belirlenen bu olumsuz tutumu agiklamak i¢in 6ne siiriilen nedenlere
bakildiginda, kiiltiirel cesitliligin Ingilizce ile direkt baglantisinin olmadigi ve
‘Dinleme ve Sesletim’ dersinde, anadil olarak ingilizce aksanlarma odaklanilmasi
gerektigi, ¢iinkii en dogru Ingilizcelerin i¢ ¢gember iilkelerinde kullanilan standart

Ingilizce tiirleri oldugu savlar 6ne ¢tkmaktadir.
Yazili Raporlara Ait Bulgular:

Deney oOncesi paragraflarinin incelenmesi, katilimcilarin i¢ ¢ember iilkelerine ve
onlarin kullandiklari Ingilizcelere kars1 genel olarak, hatta baz1 durumlarda 6zence
varan derecede, olumlu tutum sergilediklerini ve kendi Ingilizce gelisimleri i¢in
bu iilkeleri 6rnek aldiklarini gostermistir. Bu bulgular, aragtirmanin diger nitel ve
nicel bulgulariyla ortiismekte olup, ayn1 zamanda Uygun (2012) ile Galloway ve
Rose "un (2014) ¢alismalarindaki bulgular1 da desteklemektedir.

Katilimecilarin deney Oncesinde yazdiklar1 paragraflar, deney sonrasinda tekrar
dagitilmig ve ayn1 konulara ait goriislerindeki olasi degisiklikleri rapor etmeleri

istenmistir. Cogunlugu KG’den (N=15) olmak iizere toplam 21 katilimci, deney
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sonrasinda, daha once bildirdikleri goriislerden daha farkli goriislere sahip
olduklarini bildirmislerdir. Bu degisim, KG’deki 12 katilimci i¢in olumlu yonde
olurken, 3 katilimci i¢in olumsuz yonde gergeklesmistir. Daha agik ifadesiyle 12
katilimci, deney sonrasinda farkliliklara karsi daha olumlu baktiklarimi ve
genellemelere daha az inandiklarini bildirmislerdir. Diger gruplarin goriislerinde

ise kayda deger bir degisim bildirilmemistir.

Yalnizca deney gruplarindan istenilen ders degerlendirme paragraflari
incelendiginde, KG’de c¢ogunluk (26 katilimcidan 19’u) ders hakkinda olumlu
ifadelerde bulunmus ve dersin genel anlamda farkli ve olumlu bir deneyim
sundugunu belirtmislerdir. Olumsuz goriis bildirenler ise, dersteki dinleme
parcalarinda kullanilan Ingilizcelerden sikayet etmisler ve yine bir kag dgrenci de
farkl kiiltiirleri i¢eren sunumlar1 yararli bulmadiklarini ifade etmislerdir. HG’ de
de benzer bir durum tespit edilmis olup, bu gruptaki 28 katilimcidan 22’si, ders
hakkinda olumlu goriis bildirmislerdir; ancak yine de bazi dgrenciler, 6zellikle
Avustralya ve Iskogya Ingilizcelerinden sikayet etmisler; diger bazilari ise, kiiltiir

sunumlarinin sikici ve verimsiz oldugundan yakinmiglardir.
TARTISMA VE ONERILER

Verilerin analizi sonucunda, arastirmaya katilan Ingilizce dgretmen adaylarmin
biiyiik cogunlugunun, ingilizce derslerinde kiiltiirel ve dilsel cesitlilige yer
verilmesine kars1 olmadiklari; ancak yine de anadil olarak ingilizceyi, 6zellikle de
Ingiliz Ingilizcesini kendilerine model olarak aldiklar1 belirlenmistir. Deney
sirasindaki ODOI ve Kkiiltiirleraras1 odakli uygulamalar, KG’deki katilimcilarin
farkl1 Ingilizce tiirlerine karsi olan tutumlarini olumlu ydnde etkilemis olmasina
ragmen, onlarin drnek aldiklart Ingilizce modelleri iizerinde etkili olamamustir.
Ayrica katilimeilarin ¢ok biiyilik bir kisminin, DBOY un 6ngordiigii degisken bir
kiltlir anlayisindan ¢ok, modernist ve sabit, ya da yar1 degisken dgelerden olusan
bir kiiltiir anlayisina sahip olduklari ortaya koymustur. Bununla beraber, KG’deki
ogrencilerin bir boliimii, dersin kiiltiir ile ilgili algilarinda degisikliklere yol

actigim1 ve donem sonunda kiiltiirii daha akiskan ve degisken bir varlik olarak
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algiladiklarini bildirmislerdir. Bu baglamda, ODOI ve kiiltiirleraras1 odakli siifici
uygulamalarin, Ogrencilerin kiiltiiri, degisken ve akiskan bir varlik olarak

algilanmasina olumlu yondeki katkis1 dogrulanmustir.

Nitel veriler incelendiginde, KG’deki 6gretmen adaylarinin DBOY diizeylerinin
arttig1 ve farkli Ingilizcelere karsi daha olumlu tutum sergilediklerine dair nicel
bulgularin desteklendigi goriilmiistiir. Ek olarak KG Kkatilimcilariin biiyiik
¢ogunlugu dersi, olumlu bir deneyim olarak gordiiklerini bildirmislerdir. Yiiz
yiize goriismeler ve yazili raporlar, DBOY u olusturan (Dervin, 2006, 2010),
akiskan/dinamik kiiltiir algisi, yeni durumlara uyum saglama kolayligi, cesitlilige
kars1 olan olumlu tutum ve kaliplagsmig genellemelere olan mesafeli yaklagim
ogeleri bakimlarinda incelendiginde, DBOYO skorlarinin, katilimcilarin bu dgeler
ile ilgili diistincelerini yansittigi belirlenmistir. Bu baglamda, gelecekteki benzer
aragtirmalar icin DBOYO’niin, DBOY diizeyini 6lgmek icin uygun bir arag olarak

kullanilabilecegi sonucuna varilmistir.

Son olarak, DT sonuglar1 analiz edildiginde, Ingilizce dinledigini anlama becerisi
ile DBOY arasinda kayda deger bir iliski olmadigi goriilmiistiir. Dolayisiyla
simdilik, dgrencilerin DBOY diizeylerinin, DT nin anadil olarak Ingilice ve diger
Ingilizce tiirlerine ait kisimlarindan elde ettikleri skorlarla bir ilgisi olmadig

varsayilmaktadir.

Galloway ve Rose’un (2014) calismasinin bulgulari, bu arastirmanin bulgulari ile
birlikte ele alindifinda, derslerde farkli Ingilizce tiirlerinin kullanilmasinin
ogrencilerin ODOI tiirlerine kars1 daha olumlu yaklagsmasini saglayabilecegi 6ne
stiriilebilir. Her iki arastirmanin katilimcilari, yine de i¢ ¢ember iilkelerinin
aksanlarin1 ve kurallarin1 kendilerine 6rnek olarak aldiklarini bildirmis olsalar da,
Ingilizce derslerindeki ODOI odakli uygulamalar sayesinde, diger Ingilizce
tiirlerine kars1 daha olumlu tutum gelistirdikleriyle ilgili bulgular, Ingiliz Dili’nin
ODOI baglantili  bir sekilde oOgretilmesi tartigmalar1 bakimindan 6nemli

goriilmektedir.
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Mevcut arastirmanin  en Onemli Ozelliklerinden bir tanesi, kiiltiirlerarasi
yaklasimlari, DBOY cergevesi i¢inde ODOI yaklasimi ile ortak bir paydada
bulusturmus olmasidir. Bu baglamda, iki kavramin iligkili oldugu ile ilgili
alanyazinda var olan tartismalarin (bkz. Dirba, 2007) bir kez daha alt1 ¢izilmis; bu
iki yaklasimin Ingilizce &gretiminde, uygun materyal ve smif igi etkinlikleri

yoluyla birlikte uygulanabilecegi gosterilmistir.

Ozetle arastirma bulgular, geleneksel Ingilizce 6gretim  yontemlerinin,
glinlimiiziin postmodern diinyasindaki 6grenci gereksinimlerini karsilamaktan
uzak oldugunu (Forsman, 2006) ve bu nedenle de Ingilizcenin dgretilmesinde
devrimsel (Dervin, 2006) bir degisim gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
baglamda o6zellikle Ingilizce Ogretmeni yetistirme programlarinm, Ingilizce
O0gretmen adaylarina dayatmaci bir yaklasim sunmak yerine, daha genis acili,
cesitliligi kucaklayan ve elestirel bir bakis a¢is1 kazandiran bir yaklasimla yeniden

dizayn edilmesi gerekliligi (Sifakis, 2007) bir kez daha ortaya koyulmustur.
Oneriler:

Sifakis (2007) ve Suzuki (2010), 6gretmen yetistirme programlarmin ODOI
tartigmalart  cergevesinde  yeniden  gbézden  gegirilmesi  gerektigini
bildirmektedirler. Ayrica, Bayyurt’un (2006) calismasi, Tirkiye’deki 6gretmen
yetistirme programlarinin kiiltiirel agidan g¢esitlendirilmesi gerektiginin dnemini
gostermistir. Cogskun’un (2010) aktardigina gore, Tiirkiye Yiiksekogretim Kurulu
(YOK), iiniversitelerdeki Ingiliz dili egitimi lisans programlarmin birinci yilinda
verilen ‘Dinleme ve Sesletim II’ dersi kapsaminda, Ingilizce 6gretmen
adaylarmin, farkli Ingilizce tiirleriyle tamstirilmalarmi 6nermektedir. Bu
baglamda Tiirkiye’deki Ingiliz dili egitimi programlarinda, bu galismada tartigilan

bulgular gergevesinde, kiiltiirel ve dilsel gesitlilige daha fazla yer verilmelidir.

Elde edilen bulgular 1s131nda, gelecekteki arastirmalar igin ‘ODOI baglantili
DBOY modeli’ 6nerilmistir. Dervin (2006, 2010) ve Dirba'nin (2007) tartismalari
ve mevcut arastirmanin bulgular1 c¢ercevesinde gelistirilen bu yeni model ile

birbiriyle baglantili oldugu halde (bkz. Dirba, 2007) ayr1, ancak paralel rotalarda
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siiregiden kiiltiirleraras1 yeti ¢alismalar1 ile ODOI calismalar bir araya getirerek,
Ingilizcenin 6gretilmesiyle ilgili arastirmalarda daha kapsamli ve yararh bir bakis

ac¢isinin sunulmasi hedeflenmektedir.

ODOI baglantili DBOY modeli, 5 ana, 4 de alt siiflandirmadan olusmaktadir.
Ana kategoriler, ‘bireyin kiiltiirel karmasiklifina yonelik algilar’, ‘kiltiir algist’,
‘arkadas c¢evresinin ¢esitliligi’, ‘olumsuz genellemelere karsi olan tutumlar’, ve
son olarak ‘gesitlilige yonelik algilar’ olarak Ozetlenebilir. Alt kategoriler ise,
‘cesitlilige yonelik algi’ ana kategorisinin altinda yer almakta olup, oncelikle
‘kiiltiirel cesitlilige kars1 tutum’ ve ‘dilsel ¢esitlilige karsi tutum’ seklinde ikiye
ayrilmakta, sonra da Kkiiltiirel c¢esitlilige karsi tutum oOzelinde ‘yabanci dil
derslerinde kiiltlirlerarast uygulamalarin kullanilmasina karst olumlu tutum
sergileme’ ve ‘dilsel cesitlilige kars1 tutum’ 6zelinde ‘Ingilizce derslerinde farkli
Ingilizce tiirlerinin ODOI baglaminda kullanilmasina karst olumlu tutum

sergileme’ seklinde siniflandirilmaktadir.

Sonug olarak gelecekte, ODOI baglantilh DBOY modeli kullanilarak, daha uzun
stireli ve nitel veri toplama araglarinin etkili bir bi¢imde kullanildigi, uzun siireli
bilimsel caligmalar yiiriitebilirler. Her ne kadar, bu caligmada bir ders donemi gibi
kisa sayilabilecek bir siire igerisinde anlamli bulgulara ulasilmis olsa da,
ogrencilerin DBOY diizeylerinin ve ODOI tiirlerine karsi tutumlarinin uzun
vadede nasil degisim gosterecegini saptayabilmek i¢in, tekrarli dl¢iimlere dayali
ve bir kag¢ yili kapsayan aragtirmalara gereksinim duyulmaktadir. Hatta 6gretmen
adaylarmin, 6gretmen olduktan sonra DBOY diizeylerinde ve ODOI tutumlarinda
ne gibi degisiklikler oldugu ve bu degisiklikleri ders i¢i uygulamalarinda yansitip
yansitmadiklart da arastirma konusu yapilabilir. Ayrica gelecekteki benzer
arastirmalarda, bu c¢alisma igin gelistirilip kullamlan DBOYO, ODOI
tartismalarin1 da kapsayacak sekilde yeniden dizayn edilebilir ve arastirmalar
ODOI baglantili DBOY modeli ¢ergevesinde hazirlanacak olan tek bir nicel 6lgek

ile daha verimli bir sekilde yiiriitiilebilir.
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