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ABSTRACT

THE INVESTIGATION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SOLUTION OF
KURDISH QUESTION IN TERMS OF BASIC HUMAN VALUES

Avci, Nazan
M.S., Department of Psychology

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Banu Cing6z-Ulu

August 2014, 105 pages

The aim of the current thesis was to investigate attitudes toward the solution of
Kurdish question and to explore the role of basic human values in these attitudes.
Since 2009, Turkish government initiated projects to solve the Kurdish question
with peaceful means; these projects included reforms about minority rights and
negotiations with the Kurdish guerillas. Under these transforming circumstances,
attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish question were studied within the
frameworks of basic human values theory. The mediator roles of right wing
authoritarianism (RWA) and social dominance orientation (SDO) on the effects of
basic values on the attitudes were examined as well. In the literature, values are
defined as standards that people base their choices, evaluations, and justifications
regarding events, actions and people. SDO is a general attitudinal orientation
about whether one generally prefers intergroup relations to be equal or
hierarchical, while RWA is a general attitudinal orientation about believing
strongly in submission to established authorities and the social norms. For the
present study, 1021 participants filled the questionnaire as an online survey. The
findings demonstrated that while self-transcendence and openness to change
values positively predicted support for the solution of the question with peaceful

means, conservation and self-enhancement values negatively predicted support for



the solution of the question with peaceful means. SDO and RWA mediated these
relations between value categories and the support for the solution of the question

with peaceful means. The findings, as well as the contributions and limitations of

the study, were discussed.

Keywords: Values, peace, Kurdish question, right-wing authoritarianism, social

dominance orientation.
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KURT SORUNUNUN COZUMUNE DAIR GORUSLERIN TEMEL
DEGERRLER ACISINDAN INCELENMESI

Avci, Nazan
Yiiksek Lisans, Psikoloji Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Yard. Dog.Dr. Banu Cing6z-Ulu

Agustos, 2014, 105 sayfa

Bu tez ¢aligmasinin amaci, Kiirt sorununun ¢oézliimiine dair tutumlart ve temel
degerlerin bu tutumlar iizerindeki etkisini aragtirmaktir. 2009 yilindan itibaren,
Tiirkiye hiikiimeti Kiirt sorununu bariscil yontemlerle ¢dzmek icin azinlik
haklarinda gelismeleri ve Kiirtlerin temsilcileriyle miizakereleri igeren cesitli
projeler baslatti. Ancak bu siire¢ yavas ilerliyor ve halkin destegi de az olarak
biliniyor. Bu kosullar altinda, Kiirt sorununun ¢6ziimiine dair tutumlar, temel
degerler kurami gergevesinde incelendi. Ayrica, sag kanat yetkecilik ve sosyal
baskinlik yoneliminin, degerlerin bu tutumlar {izerindeki etkisindeki araci
degisken rolleri de arastirildi. Literatiirde, degerler, insanlarin, olaylara, eylemlere
ve diger insanlara dair degerlendirmelerini, tercihlerini ve mesrulagtirmalarini
dayandirdiklar standartlar olarak tanimlanmislardir. Sosyal baskinlik yonelimi,
insanlarin gruplararasi iligkilerin esit ya da hiyerarsik olmasina dair goriisii olarak
tanimlanirken, sag kanat yetkecilik ise insanlarin var olan otoritelere ve sosyal
normlara itaat etmesi gerektigine giiclii bir sekilde inanmak olarak tanimlanmustir.
Bu calisma i¢in, 1021 kisi ¢alismanin anketini internet lizerinden online olarak
doldurmustur. Bulgular, 6zaskinlik ve yenilige aciklik deger gruplarinin, sorunun
bariscil yontemlerle ¢Oziimiine destegi olumlu yonde yordadigini ancak

muhafazacilik ve Ozgenisletim deger gruplarmin sorunun bariggil yontemlerle

Vi



¢Oziimiine destegi olumsuz yonde yordadigini gosterdi. Bunlara ek olarak, deger
kategorileri ve sorunun bariscil yontemlerle ¢Ozlimiine destek arasindaki
iliskilerde sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin ve sag kanat yetkeciligin anlamli arayici
degisken olduklar1 da gézlemlendi. Son olarak, bu bulgularin yani sira ¢alismanin

katkilar1 ve kisitliliklart da tartisildu.

Anahtar kelimeler: degerler, baris, Kiirt sorunu, sag kanat yetkecilik, sosyal

baskinlik yonelimi.
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In memory of young people died in Roboski and Gezi Parki Protests
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For a peaceful world
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Introduction

Peace is valued as a common wish of all human beings, that’s why it has been
subject of various disciplines such as political science, sociology and psychology.
Although peace is highly wished, peace-making is an effortful process. Achieving
peace is difficult because peace is more comprehensive compared to common
understanding of it. Galtung’s (1969) definition of two conceptions of peace
provides information about the content of it. The absence of direct, overt violence
was defined as “negative peace”; whereas “positive peace” was defined as the
absence of structural violence and systematic oppression and the presence of
social justice (Galtung, 1969).

The solution of the interethnic conflict in Turkey requires both kinds of peace,
the absence of direct violence and the presence of social justice. However peace
negotiation that is in operation since 2009 is slow and fragmented; the support of
public is poor.

It is clear that what makes peace-building difficult needs to be investigated,
correspondingly Cohrs and Boehnke (2008) acknowledged the importance of
studying obstacles to peace and catalysts of peace as well as prevention and
dissolution of direct and structural violence.

The main aim of the present study is to investigate value underpinnings of
attitudes toward to the solution of the interethnic conflict in Turkey. In doing so,
this study further examines the mediating role of two social psychological
constructs on these relationships; social dominance orientation (SDO) and right
wing authoritarianism (RWA). In order to provide a better understanding, the



historical and current dynamics of Kurdish issue is briefly described before
proceeding to the theoretical framework.

1.2 The Interethnic Conflict in Turkey

The Republic of Turkey was founded with the aim of achieving economic
and political modernization; this aim yielded westernization, centralization,
nationalism and secularism as the constitutive components (Yegen, 2009). This
approach of the state required a national identity formation, national identity was
defined as “an organic unity of the secular non-class based identity” (Keyman,
2005, p. 277). The state tried to impose ethnic minorities in Turkey to adopt this
definition. Among them, Kurds, the biggest ethnic minority in Turkey by
constituting almost 16 percent of the population of Turkey, were the ones that the
state struggled with the most (KONDA, 2010).

The nation building policies of the state led to restrictions in lives, culture
and language of Kurds (van Bruinessen, 1998). These policies were regarded as
an assimilation policy of the new Turkish state towards Kurds. They were
implemented through various practices such as compulsory settlement, state-
sponsored education, board schools, prohibition on speaking Kurdish language in
public, prohibition on publication and broadcasting in Kurdish language, and
Turkification of surnames and names of local places (Yegen, 2009). These
assimilation practices resulted in several rebellions during the former years of the
Republic, however they failed to change the state’s approach to the problem. In
this period, the Kurdish question was considered as regional problem resulting
from feudal cultural and economic backward structure of the southeastern region
of Turkey, (Keyman, 2005; Yegen, 1999). The denial of the existence of Kurds as
a distinct ethnic group was the state’s approach to the question and this continued
until the 1980s (Yegen, 2009; Yildiz, 2012).

During the 1970s, growing social mobility in Turkey, accessibility of

higher education for Kurds as well as world-wide reawakening of ethno-



nationalism led to the emergence of Kurdish nationalism (van Bruinessen, 1998).
During the 1980s, the Kurdish Question emerged as a question of identity and a
political act for recognition. However, the military coup of 1980 repressed the
democratic aspects of the Kurdish movement. Since 1980s, the Kurdish
movement turned into an organized form with the formation of PKK (the Kurdish
Workers Party) and made ethnicity the central topic of Turkish politics (Keyman,
2005).

Violent conflict between government forces and the PKK, which was also
labelled as low intensity war, resulted in the death of almost 40 thousand people.
From 1984 to 2012, 7918 soldiers, 5543 government officials, 5557 civilians and
almost 23 thousand militants were murdered, 1067 people were lost, and 2407
unsolved murders occurred (TBMM, 2013). Around a million people were
internally displaced because of the conflict (HUNEE, 2006). Because of forced
village evacuations, escape from the war and labor immigration, Kurds
immigrated to other parts of Turkey as well as abroad (van Bruinessen, 1998).
The Kurdish immigrants lived in poor conditions in terms of education and
employment; they also experienced discrimination from local people who were
angry because of the death of their children in military service while fighting with
the militants of PKK (van Bruinessen, 1998). The violence performed by the
police and the military among civilians in the southeastern region of Turkey lead
to hatred of the people towards them (van Bruinessen, 1998). Therefore, because
of the conflict and its consequences, the society in Turkey became highly divided,
polarized and intolerant towards each other (Keyman, 2012).

During the 1990s and 2000s, Kurdish political parties were closed down
by the Constitutional Court; while the existing political parties did not take the
demands of Kurds into consideration. Human rights violations, mass arrests of
politicized Kurds and restrictions on the political representation of Kurds
continued throughout the 2000s (Kiris¢i, 2011). Because of the restrictions
towards the political space for expressing Kurdish identity, Kurdish radical ethno-
nationalism found more space to initiate its claims for recognition and attempt to

legitimize its violence (Keyman, 2005).



For the last 30 years, the Kurdish Question included the identity politics
that desires the recognition of difference and the terrorist activity of PKK aims to
establish an independent Kurdish state (Keyman, 2005; Kirisgi, 1998).
Differentiation of the politics of identity recognition and the politics of
violencef/terror is very difficult; and this complicates the investigation and the
solution of the Kurdish question (Keyman, 2005).

A significant movement occurred in 1999: the European Union (EU)
accepted Turkey as a candidate country for membership. This required Turkey to
adopt reforms in order to make the state more democratic and the society more
plural. EU became one of the driving forces for Turkey to solve the Kurdish
question and adopt significant transformations in handling it (Kiris¢i, 2011;
Yegen, 2009). The reform process motivated by EU provided an atmosphere to
debate on the Kurdish question and its solution by inspiring various views
(Kirisei, 2011). In this period, some improvements in minority rights were
observed, for instance broadcasting in ethnic minority languages and teaching
Kurdish language in private institutions were allowed (Kiris¢i, 2011; Yegen,
2009).

In 2007 elections, Kurdish politicians became members of parliament
(MP) as independents by the support of pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party
(DTP) (Kiris¢i, 2011). DTP had a significant success in 2009 local elections. The
successes of DTP in the elections created an opportunity of Kurdish claims to be
heard in the parliament as well as in public.

In addition, the establishment of a federal Kurdish state in northern Iraq in
2005 increased the cultural and economic relations between the autonomous state
and the Kurdish provinces of Turkey (Yegen, 2009). It also resulted in increased
alienation of Kurds from the Turkish political community and increased the belief
by Kurds to resist the oppressive policies of the Turkish state (Yegen, 2009).

In 2009, AK Party (the Justice and Development Party) initiated “the
Kurdish opening” project. The opening later was called as “democratic opening”
and “national unity plan” (Kiris¢i, 2011; Y1ldiz, 2012). This project aimed to

reform the rights regarding minorities and freedoms concerning organization,



education, broadcasting, and expression of cultural differences (Keyman, 2012).
One of the initial actions of the opening was providing amnesty to PKK militants.
This proved to be a difficult task, such that it had to be ceased. However, attacks
of PKK targeting civilians and armed forces resulted in an emotional unrest in
public and slowdown in the reform process (Kiris¢i, 2011). At the same time, the
mass arrests of politicians, academics, journalists and civil society leaders as part
of the Kurdistan Communities Union (KCK) and inconsistency in the
government’s commitment to Kurdish rights were observed (Yildiz, 2012). The
actions of the opening were perceived as threats to national identity and territorial
integrity of the country (Kirisgi, 2011).

According to Yildiz (2012), the lack of real cooperation and the growing
mistrust between the Kurdish groups and the Turkish state remains. The issues
regarding the Kurdish question that remain controversial among political parties
and political institutions in Turkey are the formulation of a new constitution, the
full recognition of Kurdish culture and language, mainstream political
representation, reconciliation for the past atrocities and human rights abuses, and
issues surrounding the governance of the Kurdish regions within Turkey (Y1ldiz,
2012).

Although the significant rethinking of Kurdish question and an approach to
solve it with peaceful means in recent years was witnessed; the new path is not
definite (Yegen, 2009; Yildiz, 2012). In 2013, several important steps regarding
the Kurdish question were taken, and the Peace Process project was introduced.
The interviews with Ocalan, the imprisoned leader of PKK were conducted within
the framework of this Peace Process. During the Newroz celebrations on March
21%, the letter of Ocalan declared the start of withdrawal of PKK militants outside
of Turkey, and emphasized the importance of the negotiations (Bianet, 2013,
March 21). A commission named “Wise People” was organized by the
government and they visited various places in Turkey in order to discuss the
Peace Process with public, they conveyed public’s concerns, wills and views

regarding the process to politicians (T24, 2013, June 26).



MetroPoll Research Company (2013) explored the opinions of public
about the peace negotiations, 1329 people from 31 cities in Turkey stated their
views in this research. While 66 percent of the public supported continuing
political negotiations to solve the problem, 33 percent thought armed struggle to
be the solution. The main demands of Kurds, namely education in Kurdish
language, general amnesty including Ocalan, the autonomy for the regions Kurds
live and inclusion of Ocalan within the negotiations were rejected by more than
half of the participants, respectively the percentages of those who reject these
demands were 53, 75, 63 and 67%. The results of the public opinion survey stated
that the society of Turkey had a variety of attitudes toward the solution of the
Kurdish question. However if the conflict persists, human loss, economic cost,
illegal drugs and arms trafficking, political scandals, human rights violations and
crises in international relations will continue as well (Keyman, 2005). Thereby it
is important to explore the social psychological factors that relate to these
different attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish question. In this thesis, the
main theoretical framework is taken to be role that values play in predicting the

different attitudes towards the solution of the Kurdish question.

1.3 Theory of Basic Human Values

Values attracted scientist from various disciplines who are interested in
human behavior. There is a consensus among them that values are standards that
people base their choices, evaluations, and justifications regarding events, actions
and people (Rokeach, 1973; Schwartz, 1992;). The most prominent approach to
values in social psychology has been Schwartz’s theory of basic human values.
According to Schwartz (1992), values are beliefs related to desirable goals and
principles that guide actions. Moreover they transcend specific situations and
actions and they vary in importance attributed to them; these features distinguish
values from attitudes and norms. According to the theory, values are based on

three universal requirements of human existence; “needs of individuals as



biological organisms, requisites of coordinated social interaction, and survival and
welfare needs of groups” (Schwartz, 1992, p. 4).

Ten value types and the relations among them are explained by Schwartz
(1992). These values are self-direction, stimulation, hedonism, achievement,
power, security, conformity, tradition, benevolence, and universalism. Values
have dynamic relations with each other there might be conflict or compatibility
among them when a single action is related to expression of more than one value
(Schwartz, 1992). Investigation of the conflicts and compatibility among these ten
values led to an approach to organize value structures. Furthermore, a two-
dimensional structure summarizes the relationships among values as well. The
first dimension is openness to change versus conservation. According to this
dimension, values may be classified with respect to whether they emphasize
readiness for change and independence of thought, action, and feelings (self-
direction and stimulation) or self-restriction, resistance to change and preservation
of the past (security, conformity, tradition) (Schwartz, 1992; 2006). The second
dimension is self-enhancement versus self-transcendence. According to this
dimension values may be distinguished with respect to whether they emphasize
pursuit of one’s interests, dominance over others and relative success (power,
achievement) or concern for the interests and welfare of others (universalism,
benevolence) (Schwartz, 1992, 2006). Hedonism has elements of both self-
enhancement and openness to change. These dimensions provide an opportunity
to organize values into broader categorizations.

The dynamic structure of value relations is also organized by their
relationship to anxiety (Schwartz, 2006). While some values assist to cope with
anxiety by avoiding conflict, maintaining the current order and controlling threat
(conformity, tradition, security and power); other values represent anxiety-free
motivations (universalism, benevolence, hedonism, stimulation, self-direction).
Achievement values can do both, by meeting social standards efficiently thereby
controlling anxiety. The organization of values created a continuum of

motivations shaped as a circle. In this continuum, adjacent values have similar



underlying motivations; the values in opposite direction have antagonistic
motivations (Schwartz, 2006).

Since 1992, the theory of basic human values has appealed to many
scientists. Indeed, five different types of instruments were developed in order to
measure values (Schwartz, et al., 2012). Basic human values were included in the
European Social Survey (ESS) since 2001 for 6 rounds. The European Social
Survey is a cross-national survey that has been conducted every two years in more
than 30 countries across Europe in order to explore the stability and change in
social structure and attitudes in Europe (ESS). This inclusion provided an
opportunity to explore the relations of basic values with a wide range of other
variables such as socio-demographics, political attitudes, personal well-being, and
attitudes regarding justice and welfare.

In addition to ESS, many other cross-cultural studies present findings that
support the universality of the basic values. The data from 20 countries
demonstrated that the meaning of the value types is equivalent across most groups
(Schwartz, 1992). The data from 68 countries included the highly diverse samples
with various geographic, cultural, religious, linguistic, age and occupational
groups (Schwartz, 2006). The findings from both of these data sets demonstrated
that ten distinct types of values were acknowledged by people in most cultures.
The same was true for the broader value categorizations as well. Ten basic values
and conflicts and compatibilities among them were found to be universal, whereas
the importance attributed to them were different across individuals and cultures.

Although individuals attribute different importance to ten values, across
representative samples using different instruments, the hierarchical importance
order of the ten values turns out to be very similar (Schwartz, 2006). The most
important values are benevolence, universalism, and self-direction, whereas the
least important values are power and stimulation. Security values are ranked as
4™ conformity values as 5" or 6™, hedonism values as 7, and achievement values
as 6" to 8". The only inconsistency occurred for traditionalism values, while the
importance attributed to them changed between low and moderate regarding the

measurement.



Even though the evidence supporting the universality and
comprehensiveness of the theory are gathered from wide-range cross-cultural
studies, the endeavors to question and improve the theory are also in operation.
Researchers across various countries investigated whether the theory misses any
broad values; however the findings revealed that no new potentially universal
values exist. The ten basic values are accepted to be comprehensive (Schwartz,
2006). The potential finer discriminations of within particular values were tested
by Schwartz and Boehnke (2004). Their findings weakly supported to the
existence of two subtypes of universalism values: nature and social concern, and
two subtypes of security values: group and personal.

Following this, a further distinction and refinement of the theory of basic
human values was undertaken, and the motivational continuum was partitioned
into a finer set of meaningful, conceptually distinct values (Schwartz et al., 2012).
The evidence from 10 countries demonstrated the distinctiveness of 19 values
(Schwartz et al., 2012). The 19 values comprise the same circular motivational
continuum as the original 10 values; the refined theory is consistent with broad
value constructs as well (Schwartz et al., 2012). By distinguishing more fine-
tuned values, the refined theory provides greater conceptual detail and clarity
(Schwartz et al., 2012).

The refined theory revised values on the basis of conceptual and empirical
findings (Schwartz et al., 2012). Self-direction, universalism, benevolence,
security, power, and conformity values were divided further into subtypes. Some
values remained the same as they were in the original theory because they were
found to have very narrow subtypes or one component; these are stimulation,
hedonism, achievement and tradition. New values were distinguished; humility
and face values were latent in tradition and power values. Conceptual and
empirical observations of both old and new data supported their existence.
Humility values reflect renunciation of self-interest which might imply either
complying with social expectations or concern for others. Face values are between
power and security values because of their relatedness with both. The order of

values in the motivational continuum and the broad categorizations are presented



in the Figure 1. The conceptual definitions of 19 basic values in terms of

motivational goals as follow:

Table 1. 19 Values in the Refined Theory and Conceptual Definitions

Values

Conceptual Definitions

Self-direction-thought (SDT)
Self-direction—-action (SDA)
Stimulation (ST)

Hedonism (HE)
Achievement (AC)
Power—dominance (POD)
Power—resources (POR)

Face (FA)

Security—personal (SEP)
Security—societal (SES)
Tradition (TR)

Conformity—rules (COR)
Conformity—interpersonal
(COl)

Humility (HU)

Benevolence—dependability
(BED)

Benevolence—caring (BEC)
Universalism—concern (UNC)

Universalism—nature (UNN)
Universalism— tolerance
(UNT)

Freedom to cultivate one’s own ideas and abilities
Freedom to determine one’s own actions
Excitement, novelty, and change

Pleasure and sensuous gratification

Success according to social standards

Power through exercising control over people
Power through control of material and social
resources

Security and power through maintaining one’s
public image and avoiding humiliation

Safety in one’s immediate environment

Safety and stability in the wider society
Maintaining and preserving cultural, family, or
religious traditions

Compliance with rules, laws, and formal obligations
Avoidance of upsetting or harming other people

Recognizing one’s insignificance in the larger
scheme of things

Being a reliable and trustworthy member of the
ingroup

Devotion to the welfare of ingroup members
Commitment to equality, justice, and protection for
all people

Preservation of the natural environment
Acceptance and understanding of those who are
different from oneself

Source: Schwartz, S. H., Cieciuch, J., Vecchione, M., Davidov, E., Fischer, R.,
Beierlein, C., Ramos, A., Verkasalo, M., Lonnqvist, J. E., Demirutku K., Dirilen-
Gumus, O., Konty, M. (2012), Refining the Theory of Basic Individual

Values, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 103, 663-688.
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Values are frequently utilized to understand the motivational bases of
attitudes and behavior as well as to characterize societies and individuals
(Schwartz, 2006). The integrated structure of values facilitates theorizing about
relations of value priorities with other variables (Schwartz, 2006). When the
values which are likely to be most and least positively related to a variable are
recognized, the circular motivational structure suggests specific pattern of
possible associations for the remaining values.

Given this brief definition and description to the theory of basic human
values; now I return to a brief review of their relationship to various social and
political attitudes that help us link the bridge between values and attitudes towards

peace and the Kurdish question.
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Source: Schwartz, S. H., Cieciuch, J., Vecchione, M., Davidov, E., Fischer, R.,
Beierlein, C., Ramos, A., Verkasalo, M., Lonnqvist, J. E., Demirutku K., Dirilen-
Gumus, O., Konty, M. (2012), Refining the Theory of Basic Individual

Values, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 103, 663-688.

Figure 1. Circular Motivational Continuum of Values
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1.3.1 The Relationship of Values to Socio-Political Attitudes

The theory of basic human values was employed in numerous studies and
they explained a wide range of attitudes, choices and behaviors. More
importantly, the relationship of basic human values with political attitudes is of
central concern to the present thesis. Regarding the political context, nationalism
as a common political expression was found to be related with values. Individuals
who give high importance to security and power values are likely to consider
nationalism as compatible political expression of their guiding principles, while
those who give high importance to universalism and self-direction values are
likely to consider nationalism as the antithesis of their guiding principles
(Schwartz, 1992). In a similar manner, national identification, one’s identification
with nation, had positive correlation with conservation values and negative
correlations with openness to change values in the Israeli and American samples.
The effect of values on national identification exceeded the effect of right wing
authoritarianism (Roccas, Schwartz, & Amit, 2010).

Political orientation is another variable that is related to values. By using
the data from ESS from 20 countries, motivational bases of left-right political
orientation is investigated (Piurko, Schwartz, & Davidov, 2011). In liberal
countries, political orientation was predicted more strongly by values than socio-
demographic variables, whereas in post-communist countries the opposite pattern
occurred, in traditional countries both values and socio-demographic variables
predicted political orientation significantly. Right orientation had positive
relations with tradition, conformity and security values both in liberal and
traditional countries, left orientation had positive relations with universalism
values both in liberal and traditional countries.

In addition to the relations of basic values with political attitudes, basic
values were discovered to be related with core political values. Political values are
assumptions and beliefs about government, citizenship and society (McCann,
1997). Schwartz, Caprara, and Vecchione (2010) revealed that the circular
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motivational structure organizing basic values is also meaningful for core political
values generated from the political science literature. In other words, the relations
of core political values can be organized within the same structure, showing that
basic values and core political values share a similar motivational structure. The
core political values of traditional morality, blind patriotism, and law and order
were predicted positively by conservation values and negatively by openness to
change values. The core political values of equality and civil liberties were
positively correlated with universalism values and negatively correlated with
power values. The core political value of free enterprise was located in the
circular continuum between security and power values because of its motivational
basis of self-interest. Moreover, the effect of socio-demographic variables on core
political values was fully mediated by the basic values. Basic values explained
core political values to a greater extent compared to the left-right ideology
dimensions. The effects of basic values on political choice in voting were also
fully mediated by core political values.

Attitudes that are related to basic values include militaristic attitudes as
well. Self-enhancement types of values, power, achievement, hedonism, security
and conformity had positive relationship with militaristic attitudes, while
universalism and benevolence and self-direction values did not have significant
relationship with militaristic attitudes (Mayton, Peters, & Owens, 1999).

In addition to militaristic attitudes, attitudes regarding war were also
examined in relation to basic values. Attitudes toward Kosovo, Afghanistan and
Irag wars and generalized militaristic attitudes had significant positive
correlations with power, conformity, security and achievement values and
negative correlations with benevolence, universalism and self-direction values
(Cohrs, Moschner, Maes, & Kielmann, 2005).

Furthermore, Mayton, Peters, and Owen (1999) demonstrated that support
for militaristic responses to conflict was positively correlated with self-
enhancement values such as achievement, power, and hedonism as well as

security and conformity values; however self-direction, benevolence and
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universalism values did not have significant relationship with the support for
militaristic attitudes.

Based on this literature, it is clear that basic values are related to attitudes
that support the solution of the conflicts with violence; however the evidence
linking basic values with attitudes that favor peace are much more limited.
Halperin and Bar-Tal (2011) presented data regarding this relationship, while
testing some aspects of their integrative model of socio-psychological barriers to
peace-making. They found that support for compromises and openness to new /
alternative information in the context of Israeli-Palestinian conflict had negative
relationships with traditionalism and conformity values, but positive relationship
with universalism values. Consistent with their model, values predict specific
societal beliefs regarding conflict as well. The evidence from their study
suggested collective victimhood was predicted by traditionalism values. They
concluded that general values, together with specific beliefs about the opponent
and the conflict affects levels of support for compromises in peace processes.

The studies reviewed so far show that both basic human values and
political values are quite relevant in people left-right political orientations, their
voting behavior as well as their attitudes towards war, militarism, or
compromising for a potential peace process. Two variables that are of interest to
me in explaining this relationship between values and attitudes toward the
solution of conflict by peaceful means are social dominance orientation and right
wing authoritarianism. Next, evidence regarding their potential mediating role is

presented.

1.4 Social Dominance Orientation and Right Wing Authoritarianism

The last decades of social psychology witnessed the rise of two important
concepts, social dominance orientation and right wing authoritarianism, because
of their explanatory and predictive power on wide range of attitudes and

behaviors. The concept of social dominance orientation was introduced by social
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dominance theory as a new approach on intergroup relations in 1990s, the theory
explains how referring to consensual ideologies that promote or maintain
intergroup inequality helps societies to legitimize their discriminative actions
(Pratto, et al., 1994). In the theory social dominance orientation was defined as “a
general attitudinal orientation toward intergroup relations, reflecting whether one
generally prefers such relations to be equal, versus hierarchical” and “the extent to
which one desires that one's in group dominate and be superior to out groups”
(Pratto, et al., 1994, p.742). This is an important element that influences the
acceptance or rejection of hierarchy enhancing or attenuating myths. The social
dominance orientation was reflected in support for social policies that are
hierarchy enhancing rather than hierarchy attenuating (Pratto, et al., 1994).

The other concept is right wing authoritarianism, the origin of which was
introduced by Adorno and his colleagues in 1950 in order to understand the
psychology of fascists in the Second World War (Adorno, et al., 1950). This
personality type was assumed to contain elements of both submission and
domination. Since 1950s authoritarianism brought new insight in the study of
intergroup relations and political psychology. Several improvements in
description and measurement were undertaken in the concept of authoritarianism.
Right wing authoritarians “believe strongly in submission to established
authorities and the social norms these authorities endorse” (Altemeyer,
1998/2004). They also accept aggressing against whomever the authorities’ target.
According to Altemeyer (1998/2004), thinking of individuals with high RWA is
founded on what authorities told them, there by their thinking is likely to be
unintegrated, highly compartmentalized, and having many inconsistencies. Their
view of world as a dangerous place and themselves as more moral and upstanding
than others incite aggression in them (Altemeyer, 1998/2004).

RWA and SDO were regarded as predictors of various sociopolitical and
intergroup phenomena in social psychology. It was acknowledged that they are
distinct constructs and Altemeyer (1998/2004) clarified their distinctiveness by
investigating the characteristics of people high in RWA or SDO. High RWAs are

usually religious, while high SDOs are not. Social dominators are likely to be
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men, but authoritarians are not. The characteristics of authoritarians included
seeing the world as a dangerous place and being self-righteous. The examination
of value priorities of social dominators and right wing authoritarians supported the
distinctiveness of the two constructs (Altemeyer, 1998/2004). In terms of
benevolence, high authoritarians claim to be such, while social dominators do not.
High SDOs have a wisp of hedonism about them, but high RWAs deny such.

High RWAs value conformity and tradition, whereas high SDOs do not. The
existence of mostly non-significant and weak correlations between SDO and
RWA in previous studies endorsed the distinctiveness of them (Duckitt, 2001).

The psychological dimensions underlying these two orientations SDO and
RWA, were presented by Duckitt (2001). According to his model, punitive
socialization practice produce conforming personality disposition, this personality
disposition and the associated worldview that the world is threating and dangerous
activates social control and security motivational goals. These motivational goals
are manifested in authoritarian ideological beliefs. The underlying psychology of
SDO is as follows. Unaffectionate socialization practices favor though-minded
personality disposition, this though-minded personality and the accompanying
worldview that sees world as a competitive jungle activates superiority and
dominance motivational goals. These motivational goals are manifested in social
dominance ideological beliefs.

The similarity of Schwartz’s two basic dimensions of values to two
“authoritarian” dimensions of RWA and SDO was noted by Duckitt (2001). The
findings of Altemeyer (1998/2004) supported this idea by revealing the strong
positive correlation between conformity and tradition values and RWA,; the
significant positive correlation between power and SDO and the significant
positive correlation between egalitarianism and SDO. RWA corresponds to the
conservatism side of the conservatism versus openness dimension, whereas SDO
corresponds to self-enhancement side of the self-enhancement versus self-
transcendence dimension. Duckitt (2001) concluded that SDO and RWA seem to
reflect two basic sociocultural and sociopolitical attitude, value and belief

dimensions.
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The power of the RWA scale and SDO scale in predicting various social,
ideological, political, and intergroup phenomena was acknowledged; thereby
authoritarian personality and social dominance orientation became an explanatory
construct in political and social psychology (Duckitt, 2001). One of the most
salient effects of RWA and SDO was observed in explaining in-group
ethnocentric attitudes and out-group prejudice. They predict these variables
strongly and independently (Duckitt, 2001). Another effect of RWA and SDO was
related to the solutions of intergroup conflicts. For example, McFarland (2005)
found that RWA strengthened the belief that Iraq posed a threat to the United
States; SDO strengthened the support for the American attack on Iraq by reducing
concern for the likely human costs. While the relation between SDO and support
for war was dependent on the reasons for war, the relation between RWA and
support for war was contingent upon perceived threat to one’s society Pratto and
her colleagues (1994) revealed that SDO strengthened the support for wars of
dominance, whereas weakened support for wars of humanitarian reasons. This
finding showed that social dominance orientation predicts support for war
conditionally if the war promotes dominance and national interests (McFarland,
2005). Moreover as it was mentioned before, Cohr and his colleagues (2005)
found that RWA partly mediated the effects of conservation values on attitudes
toward the Afghanistan War, whereas SDO partly mediated the effects of self-
enhancement values on these attitudes. In their study, values at general level and
RWA and SDO at intermediate level were successful in explaining attitudes
toward war.

While values are more general beliefs related to various attitudes, RWA
and SDO are the ideological beliefs mostly associated with intergroup relations,
that’s why SDO and RWA are expected to be mediators in this study. The effects
of RWA and SDO on the attitudes towards war are clear from the above
mentioned studies, it is reasonable to expect that they will play a mediating role

between values and attitudes toward the peaceful solutions of conflict in Turkey.

1.5 The Current Study
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Although the relations between values and attitudes toward war are
prevalent in the literature; the relations between values and attitudes toward the
solution of conflict with peaceful means should be investigated. Revealing factors
that affect attitudes toward the solution of conflict with peaceful means is
essential, because this knowledge might have significant implications in resolving
international and interethnic conflicts. Moreover the findings of the current thesis
might be fruitful in resolving the conflict in Turkey.

The aim of the current study is to investigate value underpinnings of
attitudes toward to the solution of the Kurdish question in Turkey. In particular,
the mediating roles of social dominance orientation and right wing
authoritarianism on attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish question with
peaceful means are examined. Further order to measure the attitudes toward the
solution of the interethnic conflict in Turkey, a new scale that targets various
opinions regarding the solution with peaceful means is also developed.

Drawing on the theoretical perspectives reviewed above, it is worthwhile
to explore the value determinants of attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish
question with peaceful means. Most importantly, | will examine whether SDO and
RWA will mediate the relationships between values and attitudes toward the
solution of Kurdish question with peaceful means.

In light of these study purposes, the broad hypotheses of the current study
are as follows:

Hypothesis 1: Conservation values and self-enhancement values will negatively
predict support for demands of Kurds and support for prevention of
discrimination.

Hypothesis 2: Self-transcendence values will positively predict support for
demands of Kurds and support for prevention of discrimination.

Hypothesis 3: RWA will mediate the effect of conservation values on support for
demands of Kurds and support for prevention of discrimination. SDO will mediate
the effects of self-enhancement and self-transcendence values on support for
demands of Kurds and support for prevention of discrimination.
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CHAPTER 2

PILOT STUDY

2.1 Introduction

The main aim of the current thesis is to investigate value underpinnings of
attitudes toward to the solution of the interethnic conflict in Turkey. In order to
assess attitudes toward the solution to the Kurdish question, a new scale is
constructed, because the appropriate measurement tool does not exist to assess the
attitudes towards solution to the Kurdish question. In order to develop this scale,
interviews with 20 individuals were conducted between March and April, 2014.
The interviewees were selected through convenience sampling. The age of the
interviewees ranged between 19 and 54 (M = 31.25). They were from different
socio-economic and employment groups with varying political views. The
interview questions included suggestions regarding the solution to the Kurdish
Question that existed in political discourse, media and society. After the
transcription of all the interviews, major themes were constructed, initially 60
items were determined regarding these themes (see Appendix A).

After several rounds of proof reading for the structure and the wording of
the items by the researchers, the 60-item scale “Suggestions Regarding the
Solution to the Kurdish Question” was constructed in Turkish. In order to improve

and shorten the scale, a pilot study was conducted.
2.2 Participants
A hundred and twenty participants filled the questionnaire, 101 of them

were students in Middle East Technical University who took courses from

Psychology department; they filled out the questionnaire in return for bonus point
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after the approval of their instructors. Nineteen participants were recruited via
convenience sampling, they filled the questionnaire online. Among all the
participants, 78 were women, 41 were men, and 1 did not state his/her gender.
Age of participants ranged from 19 to 49 with a mean of 22.88 (SD= 3.42) and a
mode of 21. The largest part of the sample 88.1% were between 19-25 years old.

2.3 Instrument

The “Suggestions Regarding the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale”
was presented to the participants. The participants were asked to state their level
of agreement with the items by choosing “completely disagree (1)”, “disagree
(2)”, “disagree a little (3)”, “neither disagree nor agree (4)”, “agree a little (5)”,
“agree (6)” and “agree completely (7)”. Higher scores on this continuum indicate

higher agreement, while lower scores indicate lower agreement.

2.4 Results

Missing values were excluded in a list-wise way, only the participants who
answered all the items in the scale were included in the factor analysis. Factor
analysis was run with the remaining data of 104 participants. Number of iterations
was always kept at 25 since the included sample sizes were not extremely large
and the cut-off point for loadings was set at .30.

In order to discover the factor structure of the scale, several Principle
Component Analyses (PCAs) were conducted by IBM SPSS Statistics Data Editor
Version 22. PCA was preferred rather than Principle Axis Factoring with the aim
of reducing the number of items in the scale. However the components will be
named as “factors” throughout this section for the ease of reference.

The factorability of 60 items was tested, The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin measure
of sampling adequacy was satisfying (KMO = .73) and Bartlett’s Test of
Sphericity statistic was also significant ( y2=(1770)=4409, p <.001). The items

were first subjected to an unconstrained principal components factor analysis.
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Although fifteen factors with eigenvalues greater than 1.00 emerged, explaining
73.57 % of the variance, most of them consisted of single or double items that had
cross-loadings with other factors. Cattell’s scree plot suggested possible number
of factors as 5 or 6.

A constrained six-factor analysis was performed first with oblique rotation,
since correlations between factors were weak; Varimax rotation was requested for
the remaining analyses. A six-factor analysis with VVarimax rotation explained
53.95 % of the variance. Semantic investigations of six-factors lead me to decide
on three-factors in which item clusters become more interpretable.

A constrained three-factor analysis was performed with varimax rotation,
which explained 43.07 % of the variance. With a cutoff of .30 for inclusion of a
variable in interpretation of a factor, three items did not load on any factor; they
were removed from the scale. The factor analysis was repeated, the items with
cross-loadings were eliminated from the scale. After elimination of these items,
the analysis with varimax rotation indicated a 3-factor, a 43 item solution and it
explained 49.12 % of the total variance.

Reliability analyses for Factor 1 and Factor 2 were sufficient with
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients respectively .94 and .91. However in order to
shorten the scale, items with moderate item-total correlations were removed (5
items from Factor 1 and 6 items from Factor 2). The reliability analysis of Factor
3 was .64, the item total correlations of the factor was moderate, ranging from .12
and .61. Therefore Factor 3 was eliminated from further investigation.

After eliminating the 3™ factor, the principle component analysis with
varimax rotation indicated a 2-factor, 25 item solutions and it explained 56.34 of
the total variance. Three items that cross-loaded on both factors were eliminated.
The final analysis with varimax rotation indicated a 2-factor, 22 item solution and
it explained 56.72 of the total variance. Their eigenvalues, unigue variances, and
items are presented in Table 1.

After the final analysis, Factor 1 had 11 items, 5 of which were reverse
keyed. Reliability analysis of the factor was sufficient with Cronbach’s alpha

coefficient .93. The item-total correlations ranged between .62 and .81. The factor
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loadings ranged between .64 and .85. The first factor explained 30.42% of total
variance with an eigenvalue of 7.96. This factor was named as “Support for the
Demands of Kurds”. The indicator item of this factor was the reversed item
“Tlrkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birligini ve biitiinl{igiinii 6n planda tutarak
davranilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.” with a high and negative loading
of -.85. One item in this factor which was found to be double barreled was divided
into two items, this item as follows “Kiirtlerin anadilde egitim ve 6zerklik gibi
devletin biitlinliigiine zarar verebilecek isteklerden vazge¢mesi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimci olur.”.

Factor 2 had 11 items. Reliability analysis of the factor was sufficient with
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient .89. The item-total correlations ranged between .51
to.70 with factor loading ranging between .56 and .79. The second factor with
4.51 eigenvalue accounted for 26.30% of total variance. This factor was named as
“Support for the Prevention of Discrimination”. This factor consisted of 11 items,
none of which were reverse keyed. The indicator item of this factor was the item
“Kliirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriismeler siiresince halka kars1 diiriist
olunmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.” with a .79 loading.

The correlation between Factor 1 and Factor 2 was .31. Since the
correlation between the two factors was moderate, it can be said that the factors

measured different constructs, even though they are somewhat weakly related.

Table 2. Factor Structure of the Suggestions Regarding the Solution to the
Kurdish Question

Loadin
g

Factor 1 (Support for the Demands of Kurds)
Eigenvalue = 7.96, Explained Variance = 30.42, a.=.93
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birligini ve biitlinliiglinii 6n planda tutarak .85
davranilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimet olur. '
Gilineydogu’ya demokratik 6zerklik verilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine 85
yardimet olur. '
Siyasi goriismelerde iilkenin biitiinliigiiniin sorgulanmayacaginin 6n - 83
kosul olmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur. '
Ozerkligin iilkeye tehdit olusturmadigmin halka anlatilmas1 sorunun 79

¢ozlimiine yardimei olur.
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Table 2. (cont’d)

Kiirtlerin anadilde egitim ve 6zerklik gibi devletin biitlinliigline zarar
verebilecek isteklerden vazgegmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimeti olur.
Anayasadaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandagligi tanimindaki “Tiirk”
ifadesinin, Turkiye’deki farkli etnik kimliklere baski yapmayan bir
kavram oldugunun anlasilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.
Tiirkiye vatandaslarina ortak tarihlerini hatirlatilarak birlik olma
diisiincesinin pekistirilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimet1 olur.
Giineydogu bolgesinde asker ve/veya polis etkinliginin azaltilmasi
sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

Abdullah Ocalan’m afla serbest birakilmas1 sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci

olur.

Anayasadaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandaslik tanimindaki “Tiirk”
ifadesinin kaldirilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Abdullah Ocalan ile goriisiilmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimer olur.

Factor 2 (Support for the Prevention of Discrimination)
Eigenvalue = 4.51, Explained Variance = 26.30, o =.89

Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriismeler siiresince halka karsi
diiriist olunmast sorunun ¢ézlimiine yardimei olur.

Medyanin toplumda hosgoriiyli tesvik edecek programlar yapmasi
sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimei olur.

Bu sorunun ¢oziimiine dair gelismeleri aktarirken medyanin yikici degil,
yapici bir dil kullanmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimer olur.

Bolgede gegmiste neler yasandiginin Tiirkiye’ye tarafsizca anlatilmasi
sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.

Giineydogu halkinin ne istediginin Tiirkiye’ye tarafsizca anlatilmasi
sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

Bireylerin etnik kimliklerini ifade etme haklarinin anayasal giivence
altina alinmas1 sorunun ¢ézlimiine yardimei olur.

Ayrimceilig1 6nleyici yasalarin olusturulmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine
yardimci olur.

Toplumun travmalarini iyilestirmek i¢in projeler tiretilmesi sorunun
¢ozlimiine yardimet olur.

Tiirkiye’de bilim insanlarinin, medya ve siyaset¢ilerin var olan
onyargilarin agilmasi i¢in halki bilgilendirmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimci olur.

Medyada bolgenin ve insanlarinin birinci agizdan anlatilmasina firsat
taniyan yayinlar yapilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.
Gegmiste yapilan insan haklar ihlalleri i¢in devlet tarafindan 6ziir
dilenmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimer olur.

77

=75

-5

73

71

.66
.64

79

.76

15

13

13

.70

.68

.66

.66

.66

.56

Note. Factor loadings are taken from the pattern matrix and factor loadings less

than .30 are omitted.
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The scale included different solutions regarding Kurdish Question. The
names of the factors were determined based on the solutions they included. The
first factor, Support for the Demands of Kurds, depicted present demands of
Kurds which are autonomy for the governance of Kurdish provinces within
Turkey, demilitarization of these provinces, amnesty of Abdullah Ocalan,
inclusion of Abdullah Ocalan in the solution process, and repealing the reference
to “Turkish” of constitutional citizenship. The second factor, Support for the
Prevention of Discrimination, was related to the desire to know Kurds and their
demands better, desire for legal and social promotion of tolerance for diversity,
prevention of discrimination and prejudice, healing traumas of society and past
human rights violations.

First factor portrays the view that the demands of Kurds legitimate, while
second factor portrays the view that Kurdish politicians do not represent the
majority of Kurds, so that the demands of the majority need to be investigated,
prevention of discrimination and promotion of tolerance for diversity will be
helpful for the solution of the Kurdish question. Therefore, two subscales of the
Suggestions Regarding the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale, Support for
the Demand of Kurds and Support for the Prevention of Discrimination composed
the two dependent variables of the current thesis. However the Suggestions
Regarding the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale does not consist of all
attitudes about the solution of the Kurdish Question. In the current thesis, the
views that were distinguishable from each other conceptually and statistically

were included in the scale.
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CHAPTER 3

METHOD

3.1. Participants

The data of the current study was collected through an online survey and
the participants were recruited through convenience sampling. A total of 1601
participants started the survey; however not all of them reached the end of the
survey questions. Approximately one third of the participants who did not answer
any of the questions were eliminated (N = 580).The final number of the sample is
1021, it consisted of 554 women (54.3 %) and 458 men (44.9 %). Age of the
participants ranged from 18 to 70 with a mean of 27.54 (SD = 7.64) and mode of
25. The education level of the sample was mostly at postgraduate level (N = 382,
37.4 %), which was followed by university students (N = 318, 31.1 %), university
graduates (N = 282, 27.6 %), high school graduates (N = 31, 3%), secondary and
primary school graduates (N =5, .5%). Although the cities that participants lived
spanned 55 different cities in Turkey, most of them were living in metropolises
which are Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir (N =720, 70.5%). Almost 22 percent of the
sample were living in various cities in Turkey (N=220), 69 participants reported
living abroad (6.8%). The regions of Turkey that large parts of their lives spent
were mostly Central Anatolia region (N = 283, 27.7 %), followed by Aegean
region (263, 25.8%), Marmara region (N= 235, 23%), Mediterranean region (N
=77, 7.5 %), Black Sea region (N= 69, 6.8%), Southeastern Anatolia (N = 47,
4.6%), Eastern Anatolia (N=27, 2.6 %) and abroad (N=6, .6%). In terms of
income level, half of the sample described their income level as belonging to
middle class (N =518, 50.7 %). Approximately one third of the sample reported
belonging to upper-middle class (N = 314, %30.8), 11.6 % as lower-middle class
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(N =118), 3.2 of the sample as upper class (N =33), 3.1 of the sample as lower
class (N = 32).

The ethnic origin of the participants was asked with an open-ended
question, Table 4 presents the detailed information about the ethnic origins of the
sample. Almost 11 percent of the of the participants reported their ethnic origins
with general terms such as “human being, world citizen” (N = 109), 43.3 % of
them as “Turkish” (N =442), 6.2 % of them as “Turkish citizen or Turkey
citizen” (N= 63), 8 % of them as “Kurdish” (N = 82), 3.4 % of them as
“Tirkiyeli” (translates as “being from Turkey”) (N= 35). Six participants
reported being “Zaza” (.6 %), 15 participants reported being “Alevi” (1,5 %). 2,6
% of them as “immigrant” (N= 27), 5,8% of them identified their origins with
places such as Anatolia, istanbul, Izmir, Eastern region, Aegean region (N= 59),
5.6% of them indicated belonging to various minorities such as Armenian, Greek,
Laz, Arap, Tatar, Circassian (N = 57). Few participants reported their ethnic
origins as mixture of different origins (N =23, %2.3). Some participants reported
that they don’t have ethnic origin (N =42,4.1%). Six participants reported foreign
identification as their origins such as Europe, America, German (.6%). Some
participants reported different identifications as their origins such as Islam ,
women, Atatiirk nationalists, atheist, independent, other, animal, modern,

proletarian, and football fan, they are called as others (N=21, %2.1
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Table 3. Demographic Characteristic of the Participants

Frequency (N) Percent (%)
Gender
Female 554 54.3
Male 458 44.9
Missing 9 0.9
Total 1021 100
Education Level
Secondary and Primary School 5 0.5
High School Graduates 31 3
University Student 318 31.1
University Graduates 282 27.6
Postgraduates 382 37.4
None 1 0.1
Missing 2 0.2
Total 1021 100
City the Participants Live
Metropolis 720 70.5
City 220 215
Abroad 69 6.8
Missing 12 1.2
Total 1021 100
Region They Spent Most of their
Lives
Central Anatolia 283 27.7
Aegean region 263 25.8
Marmara region 235 23
Mediterranean region 77 7.5
Black Sea region 69 6.8
Southeastern Anatolia 47 4.6
Eastern Anatolia 27 2.6
Abroad 6 0.6
Missing 14 1.4
Total 1021 100
Income Level
Lower 32 3.1
Lower-middle 118 11.6
Middle 518 50.7
Upper-middle 314 30.8
Upper 33 3.2
Missing 6 0.6
Total 1021 100
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Table 4. Ethnic Identification of the Participants

Frequency Percent
Turkish 442 43.3
Human being, World citizen 109 10.7
Kurdish 82 8.0
Citizen of Turkey 63 6.2
Place identification 59 5.8
Various minorities 57 5.6
No identification 42 4.1
“Turkiyeli” 35 3.4
Immigrant 27 2.6
Mixture of different origins 23 2.3
Alevi 15 1.5
Zaza 6 .6
Foreign identification 6 .6
Others 21 2.1
Missing 34 3.3
Total 1021 100.0

Note: The ethnic identification was asked with an open-ended
guestion. Others included various answers with no more than 3
participants.

The religious identification of the participants was asked with an open-
ended question as well. Almost 30 percent of the sample reported that they do not
have a religious belief (N = 303). Although 25.7 % of the sample reported Islam
as their religious belief (262), 242 participants reported different sects of Islam.
More than a hundred participants reported Sunni (N =122, 11.9 %), 62
participants reported Hanafi (6.1%), 52 participants Alevi (5.1 %), and 6
participants reported Shafi (.6%). Altogether, almost half of the sample, 504
participants reported Islam as their religious beliefs. Some participants reported
being atheist (N =72, % 7.1), 2.2 of the sample reported being agnostic (N = 22),
2.4 of the sample reported being deist (N =25). The sample included 3 Jewish
participants (.3 %), 4 Christian participants (.4 %), and 4 Buddhist participants
(.4%). 8 participants reported themselves as believers (.8 %). Five participants
reported human as their religious reliefs (.5 %), while 2.4 of the sample reported
various identifications as their religious beliefs such as apatheism, mevlevi,

Sufism, Taism, tengrism, paganism, pantheism, Bektashi, pastafarianism, nature,
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world religion, shaman, ethic, determinism, force, they are called as others (N
=25, %2.4)). Table 5 presents the reports of the sample about religious beliefs.

Table 5. Religious Identification of the Participants

Frequency Percent
No identification 303 29.7
Islam 262 25.7
Sunni-islam 122 11.9
Atheist 72 7.1
Hanafi-islam 62 6.1
Alevi-islam 52 5.1
Deist 25 2.4
Others 25 2.4
Agnostic 22 2.2
Believer 8 8
Shafi-islam 6 .6
Human 5 5
Christian 4 4
Budism 4 4
Jewish 3 3
Missing 46 4.5
Total 1021 100.0

Note: The religious identification was asked with
an open-ended question. Others include various
answers with no more than 3 participants.

Regarding political orientations, the participants reported various opinions

as an answer to the open-ended question; more detailed information is available in

Table 4. Almost 20 percent of the sample categorized themselves socialists (N =
177), 14.7 % as being left-wing oriented (N = 150), 10.7 % as social democrat ( N
=109), 6.6 % as liberal ( N = 67), 4.8 % of the sample as Kemalist (N = 49), 4.4

% as democrat ( N = 45), 2.9 % as nationalist ( N = 30), 2.6 % as humanist (N =
27), 2.5 % as apolitical (N = 26), 2.3 % as libertarian ( N = 23), 2.1 % as

communist ( N = 21), 2 % as anarchist (N = 20). 5.4 % Some participants reported

not having political orientations(N = 55, % 5.4), 4.9 of the sample reported
various opinions such as open-minded, activist, aristocrat, intellectual,
independent, peaceful, individualistic, environmentalist, Chapulcu, fascist,

moderate, complicated, nihilist, Muslim, realist.
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Table 6. Political Orientations of the Participants

Frequency  Percent

Socialist 177 17.3
Left-wing 150 14.7
Social democrat 109 10.7
Liberal 67 6.6
No identification 55 5.4
Kemalist 49 4.8
Democrat 45 4.4
Nationalist 30 2.9
Humanist 27 2.6
Apolitical 26 2.5
Libertarian 23 2.3
Communist 21 2.1
Anarchist 20 2.0
Right-wing 18 1.8
Conservative 16 1.6
Undecided 14 1.4
Neo-nationalist 11 1.1
Egalitarian 10 1.0
Republican 9 9

Pro-Turkism (“Tiirk¢i™) 9 9

Neither left nor right 7 v

Neutral 6 .6

Secular 5 5

Antagonist 5 5

Feminist 4 A

Kurdish 4 A4

Patriot 4 A4

Others 50 4.9
Missing 50 4.9
Total 1021 100

Note: The political orientation was asked with an open-ended question. Others included
various answers with no more than 3 participants.
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The political preferences of the sample were not representative of Turkey
in terms of the general election in 2011 (Haberler.com, 2014, 15 June). Some
participants indicated that they did not vote in the elections of 2011 (N = 286, 28
%). Almost half of the sample reported having voted for CHP (the Republican
Public Party) (N = 446, %43.7) whereas 25.94 % of all voters in the 2011
elections voted for them. In addition 5.8 % reported having voted for BDP (the
Peace and Democracy Party), however BDP supported independent candidates in
the election. (N =59). Almost five percent of the sample reported having voted
for MHP (the Nationalist Movement Party) (N = 49), however 1298 of all voters
in the election supported MHP. Few participants reported having voted for AKP
(the Justice and Development Party) (N =44, % 4.3), however AKP received
49.95 % of all the voted in the election. Some participants reported having voted
for TKP (the Turkey Communist Party) (N = 22, % 2.2), whereas only .14 % of
the all voters in the election supported TKP. Some participants reported having
voted for independent candidates (N=23, 2.3 %), but the independents received
6.58 % of the all votes in the election. Ten participants reported not having voted
for any party (.1%). More detailed information about the political parties that the
participants voted for in the 2011 election can be found in Table 7.
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Table 7. Political Parties the Participants VVoted for in the 2011 Elections

Frequency  Percent

CHP 446 43.7
BDP 62 6.1
MHP 49 4.8
AKP 44 4.3
Independent Candidate 23 2.3
TKP 22 2.2
Empty vote 10 1
HAS Party 7 A
ODP 6 .6
EMEP 2 2
ESP 2 2
LDP 2 2
SP 1 1
BBP 1 1
EDP 1 1
Missing 343 33.6
Total 1021 100.0

Note. AKP = Justice and Development Party,
BBP = Great Union Party; BDP = Peace and
Democracy Party; CHP = Republican People’s
Party; DSP = Democratic Left Party; HAS
Party = People’s Voice Party; MHP
=Nationalist Movement Party; TKP =
Communist Party of Turkey; ODP = Freedom
and Democracy Party; EMEP = Labour Party;
ESP = Socialist Party of the Oppressed, LDP =
The Liberal Democratic Party, SP = The
Felicity Party, EDP = Equality and Democracy
Party

The importance of political opinions for the participants were relatively
high, with mean of 5.14 (SD = 1.64) and mode of 7 on a 7-point Likert type scale.
The importance of their religious beliefs were relatively low, with mean of 3.54
(SD = 2.19) and mode of 1 on a 7-point Likert type scale. The frequency that the
participants follow the news about politics was also high with mean of 5.55 (SD =
1.49) and mode of 7 on a 7-point Likert type scale. The frequency that they talked
about politics in their daily lives was high as well, with mean of 4.97 (SD = 1.69)
and mode of 7 on a 7-point Likert type scale.

Most of the sample reported that they personally knew someone of
Kurdish origin (N =859, %84.1), 14.7 reported that they don’t (N = 147). Twelve
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participants did not answer this question (1.2 %). Approximately half of the
sample reported that they or someone they knew were directly influenced by the
Kurdish conflict in the East and Southeast regions (N = 449, %44.0), 55.1 % of
the sample reported they were not. Nine participants did not answer this question
(.9 %).

More than half of the participants reported that they did not feel
uncomfortable while filling the survey (N =579, 56.7%). Some participants
indicated that they felt a little uncomfortable (N = 170, %16.7), 17 participants
indicated that they felt uncomfortable a lot (1.7%).

In conclusion, in terms of political opinion, political preference and
education level, the sample of the current study is not representative of Turkey,

therefore the results of the study should be interpreted with caution.

3.2. Instruments

Five different scales with subscales were presented after demographic
questions. The participants filled the 11 page questionnaire battery in the same
order: Basic Human Values Scale, Social Dominance Orientation Scale, Right
Wing Authoritarianism Scale, and the Suggestions Regarding the Solution to the

Kurdish Question Scale. All questions and scales were self-report measures.

3.2.1. Demographic Questions

Participants were asked of their ages, sexes, education levels, the city they
lived in, their ethnic origins, political orientations and religious identities, and
which political party they had voted in the 2011 elections. Single item questions
also asked about the extent to which participants found their political orientations
and religious opinions important, the extent to which they followed the news and
the frequency with which they talked about politics in their daily lives. A 7-point
Likert scale was used with endpoints adapted to each question. Questions

regarding contact as to whether they had any acquaintances or relatives
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considering themselves as Kurdish and whether they or someone they knew got
harmed due to the armed conflicts in the south-eastern Turkey were included with
a yes/no format. Finally, they were asked to indicate their preferences for
television channels, newspapers, and websites for following political news as

open-ended questions.

3.2.2 Basic Human Values Scale

In order to assess basic human values, the new scale constructed to
measure 19 values in the refined theory was utilized. The scale was adapted to
Turkish by Demirutku and Dirilen-Gumus in collaboration with Schwartz
(Schwartz et al., 2012). The items present short descriptions of 57 persons.
Participants rated how similar or dissimilar these persons are compared to
themselves on 6-point scales ranging from 0 (very dissimilar) to 5 (very similar).
Each value was represented with 3 items. More detailed information regarding

this scale is presented in Results section.

3.2.3. Right-Wing Authoritarianism Scale

Right-wing authoritarianism was measured by using the Turkish version of
Altemeyer’s 1996 scale that was adapted by Giildii (2011). The scale consisted of
18 items, half of which were reversed. An example item of the scale as follows:
“It is always better to trust the judgments of the proper authorities in government
and religion than to listen to the noisy rabble-rousers in our society who are trying
to create doubt in people’s minds”. The participants were asked to state their
agreements with the items by choosing “completely disagree (1)”, “disagree (2)”,
“disagree a little (3)”, “neither disagree nor agree (4)”, “agree a little (5)”, “agree
(6)” and “agree completely (7)”. Higher scores indicated more authoritarian
attitudes. The scale had a satisfactory internal reliability (o = .91, n = 703) in this
study.
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3.2.4. Social Dominance Orientation Scale

In order to measure social dominance orientation, the Turkish version of
the 16-item SDO scale developed by Pratto and her colleagues (1994) and
adapted to Turkish by Akbas (2010, unpublished master thesis) was used. Half of
the items were reverse items. An example item of the scale is “No one group
should dominate in society” (reverse item). The participants were asked to state
their agreements with the items in the continuum of “completely disagree and
agree completely” on a 7 point Likert scale. Higher scores indicate higher levels
of social dominance orientation. The internal reliability of the scale was found to
be satisfactory (o= .91, n = 794).

3.2.5. Suggestions Regarding the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale

In order to measure attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish question, a
new scale was developed as described in the chapter 2. This scale constituted two
subscales which included various suggestions about the solution of the Kurdish
question. The participants were asked to state their agreements with the items in
the continuum of “completely disagree and agree completely” on a 7 point Likert
scale.

Support for the Demands of Kurds: The scale constituted 12 items; half of them
were reverse items. An example item of the scale as follows “Giineydogu’ya
demokratik 6zerklik verilmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimet olur.” Higher scores
indicate higher levels of support for the demands of Kurds for the solution of
Kurdish question. The internal reliability of the scale was found to be satisfactory
(o0=.87, n=682).

Support for the Prevention of Discrimination: The scale constituted 11 items. An
example item of the scale as follows; “Medyanin toplumda hosgoriiyii tesvik
edecek programlar yapmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei olur.” Higher scores

indicate higher levels of support for the prevention of discrimination for the
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solution of Kurdish question. The internal reliability of the scale was found to be
satisfactory (o = .92, n = 682).

3.2.5.1 Scale Construction and Factor Analysis

In order to measure attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish Question
in Turkey, a new scale was developed by conducting a pilot study. The
Suggestions about the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale was analyzed again
in order to confirm the factors occurred in the pilot study.

The factorability of 23 items was tested, The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin measure
of sampling adequacy was satisfying (KMO = .94) and Bartlett’s Test of
Sphericity statistic was also significant ( y2=(253)=9692.06, p <.001). The items
were first subjected to an unconstrained principal components factor analysis.
Two factors with eigenvalues greater than 1.00 emerged, explaining 58.43% of
the variance. This two factor solution was compatible with the factor structure of
the pilot study (see Chapter 2). However four items had crossloadings in both of
the factors, they were eliminated from the scale. After the elimination of these
items, the repeated factor analysis with oblique rotation explained 59.09 % of the
total variance.

Factor 1, which was named as “Support for the Prevention of
Discrimination” in the pilot study, had 11 items. Reliability analysis of the factor
was sufficient with Cronbach’s alpha coefficient .92. The item-total correlations
ranged between .51 to.75 for the factor. The factor explained 40.02% of the total
variance with an eigenvalue of 7.60. The factor loadings of the items ranged
between .65 and .81. The indicator item of this factor was the item “Medyada
bolgenin ve insanlarinin birinci agizdan tanitilmasina firsat taniyan yayinlar
yapilmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimei olur” with a loading .81.

Factor 2, which was named as “Support for the Demands of Kurds” in the
pilot study, had 8 items. Reliability analysis of the factor was sufficient with
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient .87. The item-total correlations ranged between .37

t0.78 for the factor. The factor explained 19.06 % of the total variance with an
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eigenvalue of 3.62. The factor loadings of the items ranged between .56 and .83.
The indicator item of this factor was the item “Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birligini
ve biitiinliiglinii 6n planda tutarak davranilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardime1 olur”
with a loading .83.

The correlation between Factor 1 and Factor 2 was .31. This shows that the
factors are related but they measure different constructs. The items and their

factor loadings follow as:
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Table 8. Factor Structure of the Suggestions about the Solution to the Kurdish Question Scale

Loadings
Factor 1 (Support for the Prevention of Discrimination)
Eigenvalue = 7.60, Explained Variance = 40.02, o =.92
Medyada bolgenin ve insanlarinin birinci agizdan anlatilmasina firsat taniyan yayinlar yapilmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine
yardimeci1 olur. 8
Tiirkiye’de bilim insanlarinin, medya ve siyasetcilerin var olan 6nyargilarin asilmasi i¢in halk: bilgilendirmesi sorunun
¢cozlimiine yardimeci olur. 0
Bu sorunun ¢6ziimiine dair gelismeleri aktarirken medyanin yikict degil, yapici bir dil kullanmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine
yardimc1 olur. o
Toplumun travmalarini iyilestirmek icin projeler tiretilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimer olur. .76
Bolgede gegmiste neler yasandiginin Tiirkiye toplumuna tarafsizca anlatilmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur. .76
Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriismeler siiresince halka kars1 diiriist olunmasi sorunun ¢oéziimiine yardimci olur. .76
Ayrimeilig1 6nleyici yasalarin olusturulmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur. 15
Giineydogu halkinin ne istediginin Tiirkiye’ye tarafsizca anlatilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimer olur. 74
Bireylerin etnik kimliklerini ifade etme haklarinin anayasal giivence altina alinmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur. 71
Gegmiste yapilan insan haklari ihlalleri igin devlet tarafindan 6ziir dilenmesi sorunun ¢6ziimiine yardimeci olur. .69

Medyanin toplumda hosgoriiyii tesvik edecek programlar yapmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur. .65
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Table 8 (cont’d)

Factor 2 (Support for the Demands of Kurds)

Eigenvalue = 3,62, Explained Variance = 19.06, o = .87

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birligini ve biitiinliigiinii 6n planda tutarak davranilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.
Kiirtlerin 6zerklik gibi devletin biitiinliigline zarar verebilecek isteklerden vazge¢mesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei olur.
Giineydogu’ya demokratik 6zerklik verilmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimer olur.

Ozerkligin iilkeye tehdit olusturmadiginin halka anlatilmas1 sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei olur.

Abdullah Ocalan’1n afla serbest birakilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei olur.

Kiirtlerin anadilde egitim gibi devletin biitiinliigiine zarar verebilecek isteklerden vazge¢mesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei
olur.

Siyasi goriismelerde iilkenin biitlinliigiiniin sorgulanmayacaginin 6n kosul olmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.
Anayasadaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandaglhigi tanimindaki “Tiirk” ifadesinin, Tiirkiye’deki farkl etnik kimliklere baski

yapmayan bir kavram oldugunun anlasilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

.83
.80
- 79
-75
-.69

-.67

.57

.56




3.3. Procedure

Prior to data collection, the approval of Human Subjects Ethics Committee
(HSEC) of Middle East Technical University (METU) was acquired. The entire
questionnaire was administered through a web-based survey application. The
survey link was announced by constructing an event on Facebook in which
everyone can see the explanation and a request for participation. The link to the
online survey was shared on Facebook accounts and Facebook group pages; it was
also announced in some mailing lists of various societies. All of the participants
were volunteers who came across with the study link though these lists. The study
was introduced to participants as “General Worldview and Current Political Issues
in Turkey”.

The language of the questionnaire was Turkish. The first page of the
survey briefly informed the participants about the study and asked their consent to
participate (see Appendix B). Those who agreed were directed to the survey. The
participants filled firstly the demographic questions, then the 5 different scales in
the order presented below. Finally, all participants were asked whether they had
felt uncomfortable while filling the survey and provided with a box where they
could leave their comments about the study. Having completed the study, the
participants were presented with the debriefing form (see Appendix H),
explaining the detailed purposes of the study and a contact information for their
questions and ideas. They were thanked for their collaboration. The survey took

approximately 25 minutes to complete.

41



CHAPTER 4

RESULTS

Prior to data analysis, the study variables were examined for normality,
linearity and homoscedasticity assumptions of multivariate analysis. The scale
scores were calculated by averaging or summing that scale’s item scores. While
constructing the scales of basic values, the draft users’ manual of Schwartz (2009)
was taken into consideration. The scale scores of the values were calculated by
allowing only one missing score. For other variables, even when only one item
was answered, a score was calculated for that participant. IBM SPSS Statistics
Data Editor Version 22 was utilized for the analyses.

The normality assumption was not met by all the variables, the scales of
social dominance, right wing authoritarianism, support for the prevention
discrimination and self-transcendence values were slightly non-normally
distributed, therefore the results should be interpreted with caution.
Homoscedasticity and linearity assumptions were met considerably.

In all t-test analyses, when values were entered as dependent variables,
raw value scores were centered around mean rating for the particular individual.
These centered values were entered in the analyses, as it was suggested by
Schwartz (2009).
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4.1 Descriptive Statistics for the Study Variables

Age, gender, education level, the city they lived in, their ethnic origins,
political orientations and religious identities, their political preferences in the
2011 elections, how much important their political orientations and religious
opinions for them, how often they followed the news and how often they talked
about politics in their daily chats, whether they had any acquaintances or relatives
considering themselves as Kurdish and whether they or someone they knew got
harmed due to the armed conflicts in the south-eastern Turkey were included as
demographic variables of the participants. The means, standard deviations and

Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of the major study variables are given in Table 9.

Table 9. Descriptive Statistics of the Major Study Variables

Variables M SD Cronbach a
Social Dominance Orientation 2.22 1.08 91
Right Wing Authoritarianism 2.17 1.04 91
Support for Kurdish Demands 3.65 1.56 .87
Support for Prevention of 5.69 1.15 .92
Discrimination

SDT (Self-direction-thought) 5.18 0.69 .65
SDA (Self-direction-action) 5.34 0.67 .70
ST (Stimulation) 451 1.00 73
HE (Hedonism) 4.73 0.92 74
AC (Achievement) 3.71 1.15 12
POD (Power-dominance) 3.46 1.11 73
POR (Power-resources) 2.86 1.26 .84
FAC (Face) 4.22 1.02 .61
SEP (Security-personal) 4.53 0.95 .68
SES (Security-societal) 4.16 1.22 .70
TR (Traditionalism) 2.98 1.44 .90
COR (Conformity-rules) 3.14 1.14 .67
COlI (Conformity-interpersonal) 4.60 0.94 .59
HU (Humility) 4.23 0.85 .38
BED (Benevolence-dependability) 5.27 0.78 75
BEC (Benevolence-caring) 5.30 0.70 a7
UNC (Universalism-concern) 5.36 0.73 .69
UNN (Universalism-nature) 5.17 0.87 .86
UNT (Universalism-tolerance) 4.95 0.77 .65
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In order to examine descriptively informing potential mean differences in
the major study variables, series of independent sample t-tests were conducted.
Gender-based mean scores and standard deviations of the major variables are
given in Table 10. Male participants scored significantly higher on self-
enhancement values, social dominance, authoritarianism and support for demands
of Kurds than female participants. The participants who knew someone harmed in
the conflict in south-eastern Turkey had significantly higher scores in openness to
change values, support for prevention of discrimination and demands of Kurds
variables than those who did not know. The participants who did not know
someone harmed in the conflict had significantly higher in conservation values
than those who knew (Table 11).
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Table 10. Gender Differences for the Major Study Variables

Variables General Women Men
(N=554) (N=458)
M SD M SD M SD t p

Self-transcendence 90 81 92 .79 .88 .82 .69 48
Conservation -.42 94 -.43 .95 -41 .92 -.33 73
Self-enhancement -.58 .98 -.65 .96 -.50 1.00 -235 .01*
Openness to change 77 .84 77 81 T7 .86 .03 .96
Social Dominance Orientation 2.22 1.08 215 1.01 230 115 -1.98 .04*
Right Wing Authoritarianism 2.17 1.04  2.08 .95 2.29 1.13  -279 .00*
Prevention of Discrimination 5.69 1.15 571 1.06 5.67 1.25 42 .67
Demands of Kurds 3.65 156  3.49 150 383 159 -3.00 .00*

*p < .05.
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Table 11. The Mean Differences between the Participants who knew someone harmed in the conflict in the south-eastern

Turkey and those who did not

Variables General Know someone Know no one

harmed in the harmed in the

conflict (N=449) conflict (N=563)

M SD M SD M SD t P

Self-transcendence 90 81 94 .82 .88 .80 1.14 .25
Conservation -42 .94 -.54 .94 -.33 92 -3.46  .00**
Self-enhancement -.58 .98 -.62 97 -.55 .98 -1.15 .24
Openness to change A7 .84 .85 .84 71 .83 2.66 .00**
Social Dominance Orientation 2.22 1.08 2.15 1.09 2.28 1.07 -1.78 .07
Right Wing Authoritarianism 2.17 1.04 2.11 1.01 2.23 1.06 -1.53 .12
Prevention of Discrimination 5.69 1.15 5.89 1.04 5.52 1.21 432 .00*
Demands of Kurds 3.65 1.56 4.05 1.63 3.31 1.41 6.49 .00*

*p <.001, ** p < .01



4.2 Correlations among the Study Variables

Pearson’s product moment correlations among the major study variables
were computed and are presented in Table 12. In the correlation analyses,
threshold levels of significance for correlation coefficients were adjusted for
multiple comparisons by Bonferroni’s correction. RWA correlated positively with
SDO (r = .42, p <.001) and negatively with support for demands of Kurds (r = -
40, p <.001) and support for prevention of discrimination (r = -.40, p <.001).
Likewise, SDO correlated negatively with support for demands of Kurds (r = -.24,
p < .001) and support for the prevention of discrimination (r = -.49, p <.001). The
relation between demands of Kurds and prevention of discrimination is positive
but moderate r = .31, p <.001).

The partial correlations between four broad categories of values and the
major study variables were calculated. Openness to change values had highest
correlation with conservation values (r = -.58, p <.001) and RWA (r =-.35, p <
.001). Self-enhancement values had highest correlation with self-transcendence
values (r = -.64, p <.001) and SDO (r = .41, p <.001). Conservation values had
high correlations with demands of Kurds (r = -.40, p <.001) and RWA (r = .51, p
<.001). Self-transcendence values had highest correlation with SDO (r = -.51, p <
.001) and RWA (r =-.40, p <.001).

The associations between the major study variables and demographic
variables are presented in Table 15. Age had weak correlation with self-
enhancement values (r = -.13, p <.001). Education had weak negative correlations
with SDO (r =-.12, p <.001) and RWA (r = -.14, p < .001). Income had weak
associations with the support for the demands of Kurds (r = -.14, p <.001), self-
enhancement values (r = .12, p <.001). The importance of political opinion for
the participants had moderate positive correlation with the support for the
demands of Kurds (r =.24, p <.001), moderate but negative correlation with
RWA (r = -.25, p <.001). The importance of religious beliefs for the participants
had moderate positive associations with RWA (r = .35, p < .001) and conservation

values (r = .23, p <.001). Frequency of following politics was significantly
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related to RWA (r =-.25, p <.001). Frequency of talking about politics was
significantly related to RWA (r =-.33, p <.001).
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Table 12. Correlations of the Study Variables

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1.Social Dominance Orientation 1

2.Right Wing Authoritarianism 42 1

3.Demands of Kurds -24*  -40* 1

4.Prevention of Discrimination -49*  -40*  31* 1

5.0penness to change values -11 -36*  21* 16* 1

6.Self-enhancement values A1* 24%*% 16 .22 .27 1

7.Conservation values A19*  51*  -40* -25% -58* .09 1

8. Self-transcendence values -51*  -40* .30* .36* 16*  -64* -27% 1

*p <.001



05

Tablel3. Correlations between the Major Study Variables and Demographics

The The Frequency Frequency

Variables Age Education Income importance  importance  of following  of talking

of political  of religious politics about

opinion beliefs politics

Social Dominance -.07 -.12* .04 -.07 J12* -.12* -.15*
Orientation
Right Wing -.06 -.14* -.04 -.25% 35* -.25* -.33*
Authoritarianism
Demands of Kurds .00 .00 -.14* 24* - 17x* 16* 22*
Prevention of -.05 .07 -01 16* -.03 14* 22*
Discrimination
Openness to Change values -.10 .08 .09 10 -.05 A1* 12*
Self-Enhancement values -13* -.03 2% -.05 14* -.09 -.09
Conservation values -.00 -.05 11 -.16* 23* -.14* -.18*
Self-transcendence values -.01 .01 .01 10 -.04 14* A7*

*p <.001



The partial correlations between 19 basic values and the other variables of
the study were conducted by controlling for the average value rating as suggested
by Schwartz (2009). The correlation patterns among basic values and the outcome
variables were shown in Figure 2. Support for Demands of Kurds had the highest
but negative correlation with security-societal value (r = -.50, p <.001), moderate
negative correlations with conformity-rules (r = -.25, p <.001), tradition (r = -.19,
p <.001), power-resources (r =-.16, p < .001), and security-personal values (r = -
.13, p <.001), then weak negative correlations with achievement (r = -.08, p <
.05) and face values (r = -.07, p < .05). Support for Demands of Kurds had
moderate positive correlations with universalism-tolerance (r = .31, p <.001),
universalism-concern (r = .26, p <.001), universalism-nature (r = .18, p <.001),
self-direction-action (r = .21, p <.001), stimulation (r = .19, p <.001), self-
direction thought values (r = .17, p <.001), then weak positive correlations with
benevolence-caring (r = .12, p <.01), benevolence-dependability (r = .12, p <
.01), humility (r = .12, p <.01), hedonism (r = .09, p < .05), and conformity —
interpersonal values (r = .08, p <.05). Support for the demands of Kurds did not
have significant correlation with power-dominance values.

Support for prevention of discrimination had highest but positive
correlation with universalism-concern (r = .37, p <.001), universalism tolerance
(r=.32, p <.001), universalism-nature (r = .27, p <.001), self-direction-action (r
=.18, p <.001), self-direction-thought (r = .15, p <.001), then weak positive
correlations with benevolence-caring (r = .11, p <.01), benevolence-dependability
(r =.10, p <.01), humility (r = .10, p <.01), conformity-interpersonal (r = .09, p
<.05), hedonism (r = .07, p <.05). Support for prevention of discrimination had
negative moderate correlations with security-societal (r = -.24, p <.001), tradition
(r =-.22, p <.001), conformity-rules (r = -.21, p <.001), power-resources (r = -
.21, p <.001), power-dominance (r =-.17, p <.001), achievement (r =-.14, p <
.001), weak negative correlation with face value (r = -.08, p < .05) Support for
prevention of discrimination did not have significant correlations with stimulation
and security-personal values. In sum, high relative importance of self-

transcendence and openness to change values and low relative importance of self-
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enhancement and conservation values were associated with the dependent
variables of the study which were related to the solution of Kurdish question

through peaceful means.
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Figure 2. The Correlation Pattern among Basic Values and the Outcome

Variables

The correlation patterns between basic values and mediator variables of
the study were presented in Figure 3. SDO was related to high priority of power-
resources (r = .37, p <.001), achievement (r = .29, p <.001), power-dominance (r
= .28, p <.001), tradition (r = .26, p <.001), security-societal (r =.17, p <.001),
conformity-rules (r = .14, p < .001), face values (r = .14, p <.001) and low
priority of universalism-concern (r = -.55, p <.001), universalism-tolerance (r = -
42, p <.001), universalism-nature (r = -.31, p <.001), benevolence-caring (r = -
.27, p <.001), benevolence-dependability (r = -.22, p <.001), self-direction-action
(r =-.19, p <.001), self-direction-thought (r = -.15, p <.001), conformity-
interpersonal values (r = -.16, p < .001). SDO did not have significant

relationships stimulation, hedonism, security-personal and humility values.
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RWA was related to high priority of tradition (r = .59, p <.001), security-
societal (r = .32, p <.001), conformity-rules (r = .27, p <.001), power-resources
(r=.20, p <.001), power-dominance (r = .16, p < .001), face (r = .15, p <.001),
achievement values (r = .15, p <.001), and low priority of universalism-concern
(r =-.40, p <.001), self-direction action (r = -.37, p < .001), universalism-nature
(r=-.32, p <.001), hedonism (r =-.31, p <.001), universalism-tolerance (r = -
.28, p <.001), self-direction-thought (r =-.27, p < .001), benevolence-
dependability (r = -.22, p <.001), benevolence-caring (r = -.22, p <.001), and
stimulation values (r = -.19, p <.001). RWA did not have significant relationships

with security-personal, conformity-interpersonal, and humility values.
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Figure 3. The Correlation Pattern among Basic Values and the other

variables

Since most of the 19 basic values had significant relations with the major
study variables, in the mediational analyses to test the hypotheses of the study
four broad value categories were utilized. To obtain scores of four broad value
categories, | averaged subtypes of values in each category. While calculating

conservation values, conformity-interpersonal value was excluded because of its
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incompatibility with the other values in the same category in terms of relations
with the major study variables. Its relations with other major study variables were
in opposite direction compared to the relations between values in the category of

conservation and the other study variables.

4.3 Mediational Analyses

In order to test the hypotheses of the present study, a bootstrapping
multiple mediator model with 5,000 resamples (Hayes & Preacher, in press) was
conducted. In the model, openness to change, self-enhancement, conservation and
self-transcendence values were taken as independent variables, while RWA and
SDO were placed as mediator variables. The mediational models were tested
separately for each of the dependent variables, support for demands of Kurds and
support for the prevention of discrimination The confidence intervals for the
indirect effect was calculated through the macro provided by Hayes and Preacher

with a 95 % bootstrap confidence interval (Hayes & Preacher, in press).

4.3.1 Predicting Support for Demands of Kurds

In order to investigate whether the relations between four broad value
categories and support for the demands of Kurds as a solution were mediated by
socio-political attitudes, RWA and SDO were simultaneously used as mediators in
the model. The effect of four broad value categories on SDO was significant (R =
.28, F(4, 728) = 73.13, p < .000). Self-transcendence (B = -.94, se= .07, p < .000),
conservation (B = .23, se = .04, p <.000), and self-enhancement (B = .26, se= .04,
p <.000), values were significant predictors of SDO. The effect of four broad
value categories on RWA was also significant (R? = .40, F(4, 728) = 125.31, p <
.000). Self-transcendence (B = -.51, se = .06, p <.000), conservation (B = .71, se=
.04, p <.000), and openness to change values (B = -.16, se= .05, p <.000), were
significant predictors of RWA. In predicting support for demands of Kurds, the
full model was significant as well, (R? = .35, F(6, 726) = 68.02, p < .000), while
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only self-transcendence (B = .28, se = .11, p <.05) and conservation values (B = -
.96, se =.08, p <.000) had direct effects on support for demands of Kurds even in
the presence of mediator variables. The indirect effects of self-transcendence
values (95% CI [.00, .20]), conservation values (95% CI [-.05, -.00]) and self-
enhancement values (95% CI [-.06, -.00]) through SDO on support for demands
of Kurds were significant. The indirect effects through RWA, however, were not
significant as the confidence intervals included zero. Overall, high relative
importance of self-enhancement and conservation values are related high social
dominance, this, in turn, decreased the support for demands of Kurds. High
relative importance of self-transcendence values is related to low social

dominance, which increased the support for demands of Kurds.
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4.3.2 Predicting Support for Prevention of Discrimination

In order to analyze the model predicting support for prevention of discrimination
as a solution, the same analyses were repeated with the second dependent
measure. In predicting support for prevention of discrimination, the overall model
was significant (R? = .30, F(6, 726) = 54.10, p < .000). The direct effects of SDO
(B =-.38, se =.04, p <.000) and RWA (B =-.23, se = .04, p <.000) were
significant as well as the direct effects of self-transcendence (B = .26, se = .08, p <
.01) and conservation values (B = -.13, se = .06, p <.05). The indirect effects of
self-transcendence (95% CI [.25, .48]), conservation (95% CI [-.13, -.04]) and
self-enhancement values (95% CI [-.16, -.06]) on support for prevention of
discrimination through SDO were significant. The indirect effects of self-
transcendence (95% CI [.06, .19]), conservation (95% CI [-.24, -.08]) and
openness to change values (95% CI [.01, .07]) through RWA were also
significant. Overall, high relative importance of self-transcendence values is
related to low authoritarianism and low social dominance, which, in turn,
increased support for prevention of discrimination. High relative importance of
conservation values is related to high authoritarianism and high social dominance,
this, in turn, decreased the support for prevention of discrimination. High relative
importance of self-enhancement values is related to high social dominance, this
decreased the support for prevention of discrimination. High relative importance
of openness to change values is related to low authoritarianism; this increased the

support for prevention of discrimination.
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION

In the present study, attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish question
were investigated with regard to the differential roles that basic human values
could play and it did this by examining the mediator roles of socio-political
attitudes of RWA and SDO. To this end, a new scale was constructed to assess
attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish question with peaceful means. It had
two subscales, namely support for demands of Kurds and support for prevention
of discrimination. The results of the study supported the hypotheses. Conservation
values had direct effects to decreased support, while self-transcendence values had
direct effects to increased support. SDO was a significant mediator of these
relationships, whereas RWA was not. Regarding the support for prevention of
discrimination, SDO and RWA both played a mediator role. In addition, self-
enhancement values had indirect effects on decreased support through SDO.
Contrary to expectations, openness to change values positively predicted the
support for prevention of discrimination through RWA.

In order to interpret the findings of the study, meanings of the outcome
variables should be understood thoroughly. Although both of the outcome
variables are about the solution of the Kurdish question with peaceful means, the
support for the demands of Kurds is related to embracement of solution
suggestions that are mostly offered by the pro-Kurdish party and politicians. In
other words, these suggestions propose to yield to and accept the “Kurdish” point
of view. They include giving autonomy to provinces in the south-eastern Turkey
where mostly Kurds live, inclusion of Ocalan in the peace making process and

amnesty of him. On the other hand, the support for prevention of discrimination is
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mainly related to promoting tolerance in society, knowing Kurds and their
demands better and preventing discrimination in general. Accordingly, it can be
said that support for demands of Kurds is a more radical solution strategy that
favors fundamental changes, while support for prevention of discrimination is a
milder solution strategy that favors mild changes in the mentality of the public
and legal reforms about tolerance and human rights. Even though values have
similar relations with the outcome variables, some differences in their relations
with the support for demands of Kurds and the support for prevention of
discrimination occurred.

The findings of the current thesis are compatible with the findings in the
literature regarding the relations of values with attitudes toward peace
negotiations. Halperin and Bar-Tal (2011) demonstrated that support for
compromises in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict had negative relationships with
traditionalism and conformity values, but positive relationship with universalism
values . Similarly, the outcome variables of the present study had highest positive
correlations with universalism values. Although they had relatively high negative
correlations with conformity and traditionalism values, the highest negative
correlations of them were with security-societal value. Since Halperin and Bar-Tal
(2011) did not include security values in their study, it is possible that the relation
between security-societal value and attitudes toward the solution of the conflict
with peaceful means is dependent on the Turkish-Kurdish conflict. Thereby, it is
important to investigate this relationship in future studies.

Compared to previous studies examining the relations between values and
militaristic attitudes (e.g. Mayton, Peters, & Owens, 1999) or attitudes toward war
(e.g. Cohrs, et al., 2005); it is obvious that the values that had significant relations
with attitudes toward war had also significant relations with attitudes toward the
solution of interethnic conflict with peaceful means, but in opposite patterns.
These values are universalism, security, conformity, power and achievement. If
any value has negative relationship with attitudes toward war, it has positive
relationship with attitudes toward the solution of the conflict with peaceful means.

However when the relations between values and attitudes toward war were
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examined with four broad value categories, Cohrs and his colleagues (2005) found
that attitudes toward war were predicted by conservation, self-transcendence and
self-enhancement values, in the present study the significant relation between
openness to change values and the support for prevention of discrimination as a
peaceful solution for the conflict occurred in addition to the significant effects of
other value categories. This unexpected effect was mediated by RWA. Although
openness to change values regulates expression of personal interests and
characteristics (Schwartz, 2012), their underlying motivations about self-
expansion and growth and their anxiety free structure could increase support for
prevention of discrimination. This might be because the scale measuring the
support for prevention of discrimination included items promoting tolerance in
society and prevention of discrimination in general. These features of the support
for prevention of discrimination are particularly compatible with self-direction
action and self-direction thought subtypes of change value category. The
motivations of self-direction action and self-direction thought values about
freedom for one’s actions and thoughts might induce promotion of tolerance and
prevention of discrimination as well.

The effects of self-transcendence and conservation values on the support
for demands of Kurds were mediated by SDO and their effects on the support for
prevention of discrimination were mediated by both SDO and RWA. This
suggests that their effects may result in part from same motivational processes but
in opposite pattern. Concern for superiority and power, reflected in SDO, and
concern for security and social conformity, reflected in RWA, might be the
explanatory factors of these effects. In addition, the basic human values theory
states that self-transcendence and conservation values have social focus, they
regulate how one socially relates to others and affects them (Schwartz, 2012).
Considering their opposite relations with attitudes toward the solution of the
conflict with peaceful means, it can be suggested that while conservation values
have concerns for in-group, self-transcendence values have concerns for out-

group as well.
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The fourth value category, self-enhancement values had only indirect
effects on both of the outcome variables through SDO. The concern for
superiority and power which is reflected in SDO explained the negative effects of
self-enhancement values on attitudes toward the solution of the conflict with
peaceful means. The solution of the conflict with peaceful means either by
supporting demands of Kurds or by supporting prevention of discrimination might
induce a threat for dominant groups which in this case, Turks. They might
perceive threat regarding sharing the resources and power thereby losing the
dominant role.

In predicting the support for demands of Kurds, SDO was a significant
mediator of the effects of the value categories, while RWA was not. The
significant mediator role of SDO could be related to considering the Kurdish
question as conflict over the resources and territory. The salience of the subject in
Turkish politics because of the Peace Process might stimulate dominance
motivations. Considering that social dominance is related to the domination of
inferior groups by superior ones (Pratto et al., 1994), the explanation of the
relations between support for demands of Kurds and values by social dominance
is a predictable pattern. On the other hand, RWA is related to adherence to
existing norms and authorities (Altemeyer, 1998/2004), the failure of RWA in
explaining the relations between values and the support for demands of Kurds
could be related to absence of clear attitudes of authorities regarding the solution
of the Kurdish conflict and / or different socially shared opinions about the
subject. Similarly, Balaban (2013, unpublished mater thesis) has found that in
predicting prejudice towards Kurds, the effect of social dominance was mediated
by perceived general threat, but not the effect of right wing authoritarianism.
Thereby, it can be said perceived threat might affect the relations between SDO
and attitudes toward Kurds and the Kurdish question as well.

Although SDO and RWA were successful in explaining the relations
between four broad value categories and attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish
question, other explanatory factors should be investigated. Perception of threat

and concern for human cost which mediated the effects of values on attitudes
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toward war in the study Cohrs et al. (2005) might be other explanatory factors for
the relations between values and attitudes toward the solution of the conflict with
peaceful means. Political values which were regarded as expressions of basic
values in forming political attitudes (Schwartz et al., 2010) might also explain the
effects of basic values on the attitudes toward the solution of the conflict with
peaceful means.

The employment of the refined values in the current study provided deeper
insight about psychological determinants of attitudes toward solution of Kurdish
question as well as knowledge about the relation of the refined values with socio-
political attitudes, RWA and SDO. The underlying motivation of the refined
theory which was that partitioning ten basic values into finer set of meaningful
subtypes presents greater and more accurate predictions (Schwartz et al., 2012)
was supported. A clear demonstration of this is the emergence of the stronger
associations of the support for demands of Kurds with security-societal value and
conformity-rules value than the associations of it with security-personal value and
conformity-interpersonal value. Comparing the subtypes of values instead of
broad value categories might provide better understanding about value
underpinnings of attitudes toward the solution of the conflict in further studies.

The attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish question scale constructed for
this study presented various attitudes toward solution of Kurdish question in
Turkey. These attitudes consisted of lay people’s views about the subject.
Although it is highly context dependent, it might be utilized in other studies that
aim to provide an insight about these attitudes and their relations with other socio-
political attitudes. Consequently, the knowledge about the attitudes toward
solution of Kurdish question and their underlying factors might provide fruitful
information which might be utilized in the peacemaking process of the conflict.
Although the attitudes toward solution of Kurdish question measured in this study
have commonalities with the ongoing Peace Process; the findings of the study
should not be interpreted as a general measure of support for the Peace Process.
Because the content of the Peace Process was not announced to the public

thoroughly, it is not possible to envision what kind of solution strategies would be
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conducted in within the process.

One serious limitation of the present study its lack of representativeness
and hence the limited generalizability of its findings. The majority of the sample
is highly educated, living in three major cities in Turkey and half of the
participants reported voting for the Republican’s People Party in 2011 elections,
whereas 25,94 % of all voters in the 2011 elections voted for them. Moreover,
most of the dropouts during the survey were people who tended to be high in SDO
and RWA. The relationships and the mediatory roles should be retested in a more
representative sample so as to establish them as valid. The other limitation of the
study is related to limited variety of attitudes toward solution of Kurdish question.
Although various views about the solution of the question were gathered form the
interviewees in the pilot study, in order to create a reliable measurement, items
that have cross-loadings on different factors were eliminated. A factor that
occurred in the pilot study was eliminated because of low reliability. There might
be other views and attitudes toward the solution of Kurdish question; these could
be a military intervention and Turkey Republic’s attainment of more power in
international relations. Future studies should investigate the relations between
basic human values and a greater variety of attitudes toward the solution of
Kurdish question as well as the effects of other variables on these attitudes.

In this study, the relations between basic values and the attitudes toward
solution of the conflict with peaceful means as well as the mediator roles of SDO
and RWA in these relationships were presented. However in order to identify
whether the relations between basic human values and attitudes toward solution of
interethnic conflict with peaceful means are independent of context in Turkey,
further studies should investigate the research question of the present study with
other measurements and in other contexts. In this study, the relationships between
values and attitudes toward the solution of the Kurdish question with peaceful
means were revealed. Interethnic conflicts in different places around the world
increase their violence, their consequences affect more and more people every
day; thereby it is essential to investigate the factors that facilitate and obstruct

peace- building.
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APPENDIX A

INITIAL 60 ITEMS AND THEMES OF ATTITUDES TOWARD THE

SOLUTION OF KURDISH QUESTION

Ekonomik —Egitim

1.

Askeri

6.
7.

10.

11.

12.

Dogu ve Giineydogu bolgesine sanayi yatirimlarinin yapilmasi sorunun
¢Ozlimiine yardimei olur.

Dogu ve Glineydogu bolgesinde is olanaklarinin arttirilmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Toprak reformu yapilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

Dogu ve Giineydogu bolgesinde egitim seviyesinin arttirtlmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti devletinin vatandaslarina sagladigi egitim saglik gibi
hizmetlerin Dogu ve Giineydogu’da da tam kapasite islerliginin

saglanmas1 sorunun ¢ozlimiine yardimeci olur.

PKK’nin silah birakmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

Tiirk silahl1 Kuvvetleri ve PKK arasindaki ¢catismanin sona ermesi sorunun
¢ozlimiine yardimer olur.

Gilineydogu bolgesinde asker ve polis etkinligin azaltilmasi sorunun
¢Ozlimiine yardimei olur.

Giineydogu bolgesinde daha fazla karakol yapilmamasi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimec1 olur.

Tiirk silahli kuvvetlerinin sinir i¢i ve sinir dtesi operasyonlarla PKK’nin
faaliyetlerine son vermesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

Terori, siddeti destekleyen insanlarin cezalandirilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimec1 olur.

Terorle Miicadele Kanunundan yargilananlari da kapsayacak genel af

¢ikmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimei olur.
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13. Abdullah Ocalan’1n afla serbest birakilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei
olur.

14. PKK tiyelerinin topluma kazandirilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Medya

15. Medyanin yasananlari tarafsizca, abartmadan ve gizlemeden aktarmasi
sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

16. Medyanin toplumda hosgoriiyli tesvik edecek programlar yapmasi sorunun
¢Ozlimiine yardimei olur.

17. Medyanin haberleri verirken kiskirtici ifadelerden ka¢inmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

18. Bu sorunun ¢6ziimiine dair gelismeleri aktarirken medyanin yikici degil,
yapict bir dil kullanmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

19. Medyada bolgenin ve insanlarinin birinci agizdan anlatilmasina firsat

tantyan yayinlar yapilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimet olur.

Kosullu Goriisme

20. Glineydogu halki ve onlar1 temsil edenler arasindan sadece siddeti
desteklemeyenlerle goriisiilmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.

21. Kiirtlerin anadilde egitim ve 6zerklik gibi devletin biitiinliigline zarar
verebilecek isteklerden vazge¢mesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.

22. Siyasi goriismelerde iilkenin biitlinliigiiniin sorgulanmayacaginin 6n kosul
olmas1 sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

23. Ancak silahsizlanmay1 kabul ederlerse PKK ile goriisiilmesi sorunun

¢ozlimiine yardimer olur.

Siyaset — iletisim
24. Glineydogu halkinin ne istediginin, gegmiste neler yasandiginin
Tiirkiye’ye tarafsizca anlatilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimei olur.
25. Akademisyenlerin siyasi gorligmelere dahil olmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine

yardimci olur.
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26. Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcilerinin istekleri konusunda agik olmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

27. Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcilerinin istekleri konusunda taviz vermeye agik
olmas1 sorunun ¢6ziimiine yardimci olur.

28. Abdullah Ocalan ile goriisiilmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimei olur.

29. PKK ile goriisiilmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

30. Gegmiste yapilan insan haklari ihlalleri i¢in devlet tarafindan 6ziir
dilenmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

31. Siyasi goriismelerde hiikiimetin Kiirtlerin talepleri konusunda somut
adimlar atmasi, yasal diizenlemeler yapmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci
olur.

32. Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriigmelerin halkin bilgisi
dahilinde agikca yapilmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

33. Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriismeler siiresince tutarli
davranilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardime1 olur.

34. Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan goriismeler siiresince halka kars1
diiriist olunmas1 sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

35. Ozerkligin iilkeye tehdit olusturmadiginin halka anlatilmas: sorunun
¢ozlimiine yardimer olur.

36. Anadilde egitim isteginin Tiirkiye’ye tehdit olusturmadiginin halka
anlatilmasi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.

37. Gortismelerin hiikiimetle sinirli kalmamasi, meclisteki diger siyasi
partilerin siirece dahil edilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimeci olur.

38. Meclisteki partilerin siire¢ konusunda kendi tabanlarini bilgilendirmesi

sorunun ¢ozlimiine yardimct olur.

Yasal- Sistemin Degismesi
39. Ayrimcilig 6nleyici yasalarin olusturulmasi sorunun ¢éztimiine yardimei
olur.
40. Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin federal yonetim anlayisina gegmesi sorunun

¢ozlimiine yardimer olur.
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41. Giineydogu Bolgesi’ne demokratik 6zerklik verilmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine
yardimci olur.

42. Teror sugu kapsaminin hafifletilmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimei olur.

43. Kiirtce egitim hakkinin devlet tarafindan saglanmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimci olur.

44. Anayasadaki vatandaglik taniminin hicbir etnik gruptan s6z etmemesi
sorunun ¢ozlimiine yardimci olur.

45. Bireylerin etnik kimliklerini ifade etme haklarinin anayasal giivence altina
alinmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

46. insan haklar1 uygulamalarmin gelistirilmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimeci

olur.

Kimliklerden Bahsedilmemesi

47. Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birlik ve biitiinliigiinii 6n planda tutarak
davranilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimer olur.

48. Suanki anayasadaki T.C. vatandaglig1 agiklamasindaki “Tiirk™ ifadesinin,
insanlarin etnik kimligin 6tesinde oldugunun anlasilmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

49. Suanki anayasadaki T.C. vatandaslig1 agiklamasindaki “Tiirk™ ifadesinin,
etnik kimlige baski yapmayan bir kavram oldugunun anlasilmasi sorunun

¢ozlimiine yardimer olur.

Sosyal
50. Tiirkiye’de bilim insanlari, medya ve siyaset¢ilerin var olan dnyargilarin
asilmasi i¢in halki bilgilendirmesi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimeci olur.
51. Benzer sorunu yasayan iilkelerin sorunu nasil ¢6zdiigiiniin arastirilmasi ve
halka anlatilmas1 sorunun ¢6ziimiine yardimci olur.
52. Sivil toplum kuruluglar1 araciligiyla sosyal projelerle toplumun farkli
kesimlerinin birbirlerini daha iyi tanimasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci

olur.
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53. Kiirtlerin sosyal ortamda kendilerini diger vatandaslarla es statiide
gormelerinin saglanmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

54. Tirk ve Kiirtler i¢in ortak ¢ikarlar yaratan sosyo-ekonomik politikalarin
uygulanmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

55. Toplumun travmalarimi iyilestirmek i¢in projeler iretilmesi sorunun

¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Ortak kiiltiir/ tarih vurgusu
56. Tirkiye vatandaslarina ortak tarihlerini hatirlatilarak birlik olma
diisiincesinin pekistirilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardime1 olur.
57. Tiirk ve Kiirtlerin Miisliimanlik gibi ortak kimliklerini hatirlayarak birlik

olmalar1 sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimei olur.

Asiret Sistemi
58. Dogudaki asiret sisteminin sona ermesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimci olur.
59. Dogudaki feodal yapinin degismesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardime1 olur.
60. Sorunun ¢dziimii i¢in agiretlerle anlagilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci

olur.
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APPENDIX B

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Goniili Katillm Formu

Bu calisma, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi Psikoloji bdliimii 6gretim
tiyesi Yard. Dog¢. Dr. Banu Cing6z-Ulu danismanliginda Sosyal Psikoloji alan1
Yiiksek Lisans 6grencisi Nazan Avci tarafindan yiiriitiilmektedir. Caligmanin
amaci, Tirkiye vatandaslarinin genel diinya goriislerine ve Tirkiye’deki giincel
politik konulara dair diisiinceleriyle ilgili fikir edinmektir. Bu sebeple sizden
istedigimiz hazirlamis oldugumuz anketleri doldurarak bu konulardaki
goriislerinizi bize iletmenizdir. Caligmaya katilim tamimiyle goniilliilik temelinde
olmalidir. Ankette, sizden kimlik belirleyici higbir bilgi istenmemektedir.
Cevaplariniz tamimiyle gizli tutulacak ve sadece arastirmacilar tarafindan
degerlendirilecektir; elde edilecek bilgiler bilimsel yayimlarda kullanilacaktir.
Calisma uzunluklari birbirinden farkli 5 boliimden olugmaktadir ve yaklasik 30
dakikanizi alacaktir.

Calisma sirasinda sorulan sorular, kisisel rahatsizlik verecek herhangi bir
ayrint1 icermemektedir. Sorularda belirtilen goriigler bizim gortislerimizi dile
getirmemektedir. Sizden belirtilen goriisleri degerlendirmenizi ve onlara ne derece
katildiginiz1 ya da katilmadiginiz1 belirtmenizi istiyoruz. Sorularin dogru ya da
yanlig bir cevab1 yoktur; dnemli olan sizin ne diisiindiigiiniiz ve ne hissettiginizdir.
Calismanin sonuglariin giivenilirligi agisindan sorulara i¢tenlikle cevap vermeniz
bizim i¢in ¢ok dnemlidir. Daha 6nce de belirttigimiz gibi sizi temin ederiz ki
burada vereceginiz kisisel bilgileriniz ve goriisleriniz tamamen anonim ve
dolayisiyla gizli kalacaktir. Vereceginiz cevaplarin kimliginizle
iligskilendirilmesine olanak yoktur. Sizin yanitlarimiz diger katilimcilarinkilerle

birlestirilecek ve bir biitiin olarak istatistiksel analizlere tabi tutulacaktir.
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Anket, genel olarak kisisel rahatsizlik verecek sorulari igermemektedir.
Ancak, katilim sirasinda sorulardan ya da herhangi bagka bir nedenden otiirii
kendinizi rahatsiz hissederseniz cevaplama isini yarida birakip ¢ikmakta
serbestsiniz. Calismadan ayrilmak icin internet tarayicinizin penceresini
kapatmaniz veya “anketten ¢ik” linkine tiklamaniz yeterli olacaktir. Arastirmadan
cekilmeye karar verirseniz, sizin verileriniz kullanilmadan yok edilecektir. Bu
calismaya katildiginiz i¢in simdiden tesekkiir ederiz.

Calisma hakkinda daha fazla bilgi almak i¢in Psikoloji Bolimii

ogrencilerinden Nazan Avci (E-posta: nn.avci@gmail.com) ve/veya Psikoloji

bolimii 6gretim lyelerinden Yard. Dog. Dr. Banu Cingdz-Ulu (E-posta:

cingoz@metu.edu.tr ) ile iletisim kurabilirsiniz. Calismamiza katilmay1 kabul

ediyorsaniz, liitfen agagidaki climleyi okuyup “Evet” kutucugunu isaretleyerek
“Ileri” diigmesine basiiz. Bu sekilde sayfa sizi ankete yonlendirecektir.

Bu ¢calismaya tamamen goniillii olarak katilyyorum ve istedigim zaman yarida
kesip cikabilecegimi biliyorum. Verecegim bilgilerin kimligimde
eslestirilmeyecegini biliyor ve bilgilerimin bilimsel amac¢h yayimlarda

kullanilmasini kabul ediyorum.
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APPENDIX C

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FORM

2. Dogum yiliniz:

3. Cinsiyetiniz:

4. Egitim diizeyiniz nedir? (Birden fazla se¢enek durumunuzu tanimliyorsa liitfen
en

uygun olanini isaretleyiniz.)

a. Ilkokul mezunu e. Yiiksel okul/Universite mezunu
b. Ortaokul mezunu f. Lisansiistli 6grencisi /mezunu
c. Lise mezunu g. Higbiri

d. Universite Ogrencisi h. Diger:

5. Su anda hangi sehirde yastyorsunuz?

6.Hayatinizin ¢cogunu gecirdiginiz bolge neresidir?

_Akdeniz _Ege _Dogu Anadolu
_Karadeniz _I¢ Anadolu
_Marmara _Giineydogu Anadolu

7. Hepimiz Tiirkiye'nin vatandasiyiz, ama degisik kokenlerden, yorelerden
olabiliriz; siz

kendinizi, kimliginizi ne olarak biliyorsunuz veya hissediyorsunuz; liitfen
asagidaki

bosluga yaziniz?

8. Kendinizi ait hissettiginiz din ve mezhep nedir?
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9. Siyasi kimliginizi nasil tanimlarsiniz?

10. Ailenizin gelir diizeyini nasil tanimlarsiniz?
_Diisiik _Diisiik-orta _Orta _Orta-Ust  Ust
11. 2011 yilindaki genel se¢imlerde oy kullandimiz m1? =~ Evet ~ Hayir

12. 2011 yilindaki genel se¢imlerde hangi partiye oy verdiniz?

13. 2011 yilindaki genel secimlerde hangi sehirde oy kullandiniz?

14. Kendini Kiirt olarak tanimlayan/hisseden esiniz dostunuz veya akrabaniz var

mi?

[ Evet [J Hay1r

15. Siz ve tanidiklariniz arasinda Dogu ve Giineydogu’daki ¢atigsmalardan

dogrudan etkilenenler var mi1?

[ Evet [J Hayir

Liitfen asagidaki sorular sizi yansittigini diisiindiigliniiz say1y1 yuvarlak igine

alarak cevaplaymiz.
16. Siyasi goriigleriniz sizin i¢in ne kadar 6nemlidir?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Hi¢ 6nemli degil Cok onemli
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17. Dini gorisleriniz sizin i¢in ne kadar 6nemlidir?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Hi¢ 6nemli degil Cok 6nemli

18. Siyaset ile ilgili glindemi ne siklikta takip ediyorsunuz?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Hemen hemen hi¢ Stirekli

19. Siyaset ne siklikta giinliik konugma konunuz oluyor?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Hemen hemen hig Oldukga Sik

17. Siyaset glindemi ile ilgili glindemi hangi yayin araglarindan takip
ediyorsunuz?

Televizyon: (kanal ismi belirtiniz)

Gazete (isim belirtiniz)

Internet ( Site belirtiniz)
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APPENDIX D

BASIC HUMAN VALUES SCALE
(Schwartz, et al. 2012)
(Demirutku & Dirilen-Giimiis, 2012)

1. Yaratict olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

2. Ulkesinin biitiin vatandaslarinin giivenligini tiim tehditlere karsi korumasi
onun i¢in onemlidir.

Iyi zaman ge¢irmek onun igin dnemlidir.

Baska insanlar1 lizmekten kaginmak onun i¢in dnemlidir.

Toplumun giigsiiz ve savunmasiz tiyelerini korumak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.
Insanlarin onun sdylediklerini yapmasini ister.

Dikkatleri lizerine gekmemeye calisir.

Dogaya 6zen gosterilmesi gerektigine ¢ok inanir.

© © N o g B~ W

Hig kimsenin onu asla utandirmamasi onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

10. Her zaman yapacak degisik tiirde seyler arar.

11. Kendisine yakin olanlara sadik olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

12. Giivenligini tehlikeye sokabilecek herseyden kaginir.

13. Paranin getirebilecegi gii¢ hissine sahip olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

14. Cesitli gruplar arasinda uyumu ve barisi arttirmak i¢in ¢aligir.

15. Otorite konumundaki insanlarin sdylediklerini her zaman yapmasi
gerektigine inanir.

16. Hirsli olmanin 6nemli oldugunu diisiiniir.

17. Geleneksel degerleri ve inanglar stirdiirmek onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

18. Hayat1 hakkinda kendi kararlarin1 vermek onun i¢in énemlidir.

19. Toplumsal imajin1 korumak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

20. Dogal hayat1 tehdit eden seylere karsi ¢calismak onun i¢in dnemlidir.

21. Bagkalar1 i¢in sinir bozucu biri olmamanin énemli oldugunu diisiiniir.
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22. Varlikli olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

23. Sevdigi insanlara yardim etmek onun i¢in ¢ok énemlidir.

24. Kendi kanaatlerini olusturmak ve 6zgiin fikirlere sahip olmak onun i¢in
onemlidir.

25. Kisisel glivenligi onun i¢in son derece 6nemlidir.

26. Heyecanli bir hayat onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

27.Herhangi bir grupta en etkili insan olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

28. Baskalar1 izlemiyorken bile kurallara uymak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

29. Diinyadaki herkesin hayatta esit firsatlara sahip olmasinin énemli oldugunu
diisiiniir.

30. Devletin giiglii olmasini ister ki vatandaslarini savunabilsin.

31. Hayattaki zevklerin tadin1 ¢ikarmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

32. Yakin oldugu insanlarin iyiligini gézetmek onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

33. Herseyi bagimsiz bir sekilde yapmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

34. Algakgoniillii olmak onun i¢in dnemlidir.

35. Baskalarina ne yapacaklarini sdyleyen kisi olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

36. Kendisinden farkli insanlar1 dinlemek onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

37. Cok basarili olmak onun i¢in 6nemlidir.

38. Ailesinin veya bir dinin geleneklerini siirdiirmek onun i¢in dnemlidir.

39. Kendisi i¢in siirekli yeni seyler 6grenmek ve yeteneklerini gelistirmek
onun i¢in onemlidir.

40. Biitiin yasalara uymak onun i¢in dnemlidir.

41. Her tiirden yeni deneyim edinmenin 6nemli oldugunu diisiiniir.

42. Glivenilir bir arkadas olmak i¢in elinden geleni yapar.

43. Yiiksek statii ve gii¢ pesinde kosar.

44 Kiiltiirtinlin geleneksel uygulamalarina son derece deger verir.

45. Dogal cevreyi yokolmaktan ve kirlilikten korumak onun i¢in dnemlidir.

46. Eglenmek i¢in her firsat1 degerlendirir.
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47. Toplumda diizen ve istikrar olmasi onun i¢in énemlidir.
48. Ailesinin ve arkadaslarinin ihtiyaglarina her zaman cevap vermeye calisir.
49. Yaptiklarini segme 6zgiirligli onun i¢in dnemlidir.

50. Sahip olduklariyla tatmin olmak ve daha fazlasini istememek onun igin

onemlidir.
51. Insanlarin ona daima sayg1 ve agirbaslilikla muamele etmelerini ister.
52. Her zaman ince diisiinceli olmaya ve bagkalarini kizdirmamaya ¢alisir.
53. Herkesin, tanimadig1 insanlarin bile, adil muamele gérmesini ister.
54. Giivenli bir ¢evrede yasamak onun i¢in dnemlidir.
55. Insanlarm onun basarilarina hayran olmasini ister.
56. Birlikte zaman gecirdigi insanlarin ona tamamen giivenebilmesini ister.

57. Insanlarla ayn1 fikirde olmasa bile, onlar1 anlamak onun i¢in Snemlidir.
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APPENDIX E

SOCIAL DOMINANCE ORIENTATION SCALE
(PRATTO ET AL., 1994)

SOSYAL BASKINLIK YONELIMi OLCEGI
(AKBAS, 2010)

Bazi gruplar digerlerinden daha iistiindiir.

Istediginizi elde etmek igin bazen diger gruplara kars1 gii¢ kullanmak gerekir.
Bazi1 gruplarin hayatta digerlerinden daha fazla sansa sahip olmasi kabul
edilebilir bir seydir.

Hayatta 6ne gegmek i¢in, bazen diger gruplarin iistiine basmak gereklidir.
Eger belirli gruplar yerlerini bilselerdi, daha az sorunumuz olurdu.

Belirli gruplarin iistte, diger gruplarin ise altta olmas1 muhtemelen iyi bir
seydir.

Daha alttaki gruplar yerlerini bilmelidir.

Bazen diger gruplara hadleri bildirilmelidir.

Tiim gruplar esit olabilseydi, iyi olurdu.*

Gruplarin esitligi idealimiz olmalidir.*

Tim gruplara hayatta esit sans verilmelidir.*

Farkl1 gruplarin kosullarini esitlemek i¢in elimizden geleni yapmaliy1z.*
Toplumda gruplar arasi esitligi arttirmaliyiz.*

Eger farkli gruplara daha esit davransaydik daha az sorunumuz olurdu.*
Gelirleri olabildigince esit hale getirmek i¢in ¢abalamaliy1z.*

Toplumda higbir grup baskin olmamalidir.*

* Items were reverse-coded prior to the analyses.
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11.
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APPENDIX F

RIGHT-WING AUTHORITARIANISM SCALE
(ALTEMEYER, 1996, as cited in GULDU, 2011)

SAG KANAT YETKECILIK OLCEGI
(GULDU, 2011)

Mevcut otorite, genel olarak pek ¢ok seyde hakli ¢ikarken, radikaller ve her
seye kars1 ¢ikanlar cehaletlerini sergileyen bosbogazlardir.

Kadinlar, evlendiklerinde eslerine itaat edeceklerine dair s6z vermelidirler.
Ulkemizin, biitiinliigiimiize kasteden radikal yonelimleri ve kétiiliikleri
ortadan kaldirmak i¢in ne gerekiyorsa yapabilecek giiclii bir lidere ihtiyaci
var.

Escinseller ve lezbiyenler, herhangi biri kadar saglikli ve ahlaklidir.*
Yonetimdeki saygin otoritelere ve dini yargilara giivenmek, toplumuzda
zihin karigtirmaya ugrasan “giiriiltiicii ayak takimini1” dinlemekten daima
daha iyidir.

Hic kuskusuz, mevcut dinsel 6gretilere isyan edenler ve ateistler diizenli
olarak camiye gidenler kadar iyi ve erdemlidirler.*

Ulkemizi krizlerden kurtarmak icin, geleneksel degerlerimize dénmek, sert
liderleri is basina getirmek ve kotii fikirleri yayanlar: susturmak
gerekmektedir.

Ciplaklar kampinin olmasinda yanlis bir sey yoktur.*

Birgok kisiyi tedirgin etse bile iilkemizin, geleneksel uygulamalara kars1
cikma cesareti gosterebilen 6zgiir diisiinceli bireylere ihtiyaci var.*
Inanglarimizi ve ahlaki yapimiz1 yiyip bitiren geleneksel olmayan degerleri
zamaninda yok etmezsek, giiniin birinde iilkemiz yikilacak.

Kendilerini herkesten farkl kilacak olsa bile bireyler, yasam tarzlarini, dini
inanglarini ve cinsel yonelimlerini kendileri belirlemelidir.*

Eski moda adetler ve degerler hala en iyi yagama bi¢imini gosteriyor.
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Kadinlarin siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik alanlarda daha aktif rollere sahip
olmasi, okullarda din derslerinin istege bagli olmasi ve hayvan haklari i¢in
yeni diizenlemeler yapilmasini talep ederek mevcut yasalara ve ¢ogunlugun

goriislerine karsi ¢ikanlara hayranlik duymalisiniz.*

Ulkemiz, kétiiliikleri yok ederek bizi dogru yola getirecek giilii ve kararl
bir lidere ihtiya¢ duymaktadir.

Ulkemizin en iyi bireyleri hiikiimete kars1 ¢ikan, dini elestiren ve dogal
kabul edilen seyleri géz ardi1 edebilenlerdir.*

Kiirtaj, pornografi ve evlilik konusunda Allah’in koydugu yasalar ¢cok gec
olmadan titizlikle uygulanmali ve bu yasalari ihlal edenler siddetle
cezalandirilmalidir.

Bugiin iilkemizde dini degerlerden yoksun, kendi amaglart i¢in iilkeyi
yikmaya caligsan ve otorite tarafindan mutlaka etkisizlestirilmeleri gereken
radikal ve ahlaksiz bir¢ok kisi var.

Kadinin yeri, nerede olmak istiyorsa orasidir. Kadinin kocasina ve toplumsal
geleneklere itaat etmek zorunda kaldigi giinler artik gegmiste kalmistir.*
Atalarimizin yaptiklariyla onur duyarsak, otoritenin yapmamizi istediklerini
yaparsak ve her seyi berbat eden ciiriik elmalar1 ayiklarsak iilkemiz miithis
olur.

Yasamak i¢in bir tek dogru yol yoktur; herkes kendi yolunu kendi
cizmelidir.

Feministler ve homoseksiieller, geleneksel aile degerlerine kars1 koyabilecek
kadar cesur olduklari i¢in takdir edilmelidirler.*

Bu tilkede isler, sorun ¢ikaran gruplar seslerini keser ve kendi gruplarinin

toplumdaki geleneksel yerini kabullenirlerse, biraz daha iyiye gidecektir.

* ltems were reverse-coded prior to the analyses.
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APPENDIX G

ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SOLUTION OF KURDISH
QUESTION

Bireylerin etnik kimliklerini ifade etme haklarinin anayasal giivence altina
alinmasi sorunun ¢6éziimiine yardimci olur.

Gegmiste yapilan insan haklari ihlalleri i¢in devlet tarafindan 6ziir
dilenmesi sorunun ¢ézlimiine yardimei olur.

Bolgede gegmiste neler yasandiginin Tiirkiye toplumuna tarafsizca
anlatilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimei olur.

Siyasi goriismelerde tilkenin biitiinliigiiniin sorgulanmayacaginin 6n kosul
olmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

Kiirtlerin anadilde egitim gibi devletin biitiinliigiine zarar verebilecek
isteklerden vazgegmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Medyanin toplumda hosgdriiyii tesvik edecek programlar yapmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Gilineydogu bolgesinde asker ve/veya polis etkinliginin azaltilmasi
sorunun ¢oziimiine yardimeci olur.

Ayrimeilig1 dnleyici yasalarin olusturulmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci
olur.

Tirkiye vatandaslarina ortak tarihlerini hatirlatilarak birlik olma
diisiincesinin pekistirilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardime1 olur.

Giineydogu halkinin ne istediginin Tiirkiye’ye tarafsizca anlatilmasi
sorunun ¢ozlimiine yardimci olur.

Gilineydogu’ya demokratik 6zerklik verilmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine
yardimci olur.

Kiirtlerin siyasi temsilcileriyle yapilan gorligmeler siiresince halka kars1
diirlist olunmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardime1 olur.

Medyada bolgenin ve insanlariin birinci agizdan anlatilmasina firsat

taniyan yayinlar yapilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.
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Anayasadaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandaslig1 tanimindaki “Tiirk”
ifadesinin, Tirkiye’deki farkli etnik kimliklere baski yapmayan bir kavram
oldugunun anlagilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Tirkiye’de bilim insanlarinin, medya ve siyaset¢ilerin var olan
Onyargilarin asilmasi i¢in halki bilgilendirmesi sorunun ¢oztimiine
yardimci olur.

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin birligini ve biitiinliiglinii 6n planda tutarak
davranilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Anayasadaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandaslik tanimindaki “Tiirk”
ifadesinin kaldirilmasi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimci olur.

Ozerkligin iilkeye tehdit olusturmadiginin halka anlatilmasi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Abdullah Ocalan ile goriisiilmesi sorunun ¢oziimiine yardime1 olur.

Bu sorunun ¢6ziimiine dair gelismeleri aktarirken medyanin yikici degil,
yapict bir dil kullanmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci olur.

Toplumun travmalarini iyilestirmek icin projeler tiretilmesi sorunun
¢Oziimiine yardimci olur.

Kiirtlerin 6zerklik gibi devletin biitlinliigiine zarar verebilecek isteklerden
vazgegmesi sorunun ¢éziimiine yardimei olur.

Abdullah Ocalan’1n afla serbest birakilmasi sorunun ¢dziimiine yardimci

olur.
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APPENDIX H

DEBRIEFING FORM

KATILIM SONRASI BILGi FORMU
Calismamiza katildiginiz i¢in tesekkiir ederiz. Bize verdiginiz bilgiler
gizli tutulacak ve anonim sekilde saklanacaktir; sonrasinda sadece
bilimsel arastirmalarda ve yayinlarda kullanilacaktir.
Bu calisma daha dnce de belirtildigi gibi ODTU Psikoloji Boliimii
Ogretim tiyelerinden Yard. Dog. Dr. Banu Cing6z-Ulu danigsmanliginda
Sosyal Psikoloji alan1 Yiiksek Lisans 6grencisi Nazan Avci tarafindan
yiirlitiilmektedir. Bu calismada temel olarak, Tiirkiye’de Kiirt
sorununun ¢6ziimii hakkindaki ¢esitli fikirlerin temel degerlerle
iligkisini incelenecektir.
Sosyal psikoloji literatiiriinde temel degerlerin pek ¢ok farkli siyasi
goriisle iliskili bulundugu belirtilmistir. Bu calismada da degerlerin
Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiine dair farkli goriislerle iliskisinin arastirilmasi
amaclanmistir. Evrenselcilik endigesi degerinin, sosyal giivenlik
degerinin ve gii¢ baskinlik degerinin sorunun ¢éziimiine dair farkl
goriislerle anlamli ili gkili ¢ikmasi beklenmektedir. Sosyal baskinlik
yoneliminin ve sagkanat yetkeciligin, temel degerlerin sorunun
¢Ozlimiine dair fikirlerle olan iliskilerinde agiklayici etken olmalari
beklenmektedir. Ayrica temel degerler ve sorunun ¢oziimiine dair
goriisler arasindaki iliskinin siyasi bilgi diizeyiyle iliskili olmasi
beklenmektedir.
Calismamiza katildiginiz i¢in ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz. Soru, goriis ve
Onerileriniz i¢in, calismamiz hakkinda daha fazla bilgi almak ya da
calismamizin sonuglarini 6grenmek i¢in asagidaki isimlere
bagvurabilirsiniz:
Yard. Dog. Dr. Banu Cing6z Ulu (cingoz@metu.edu.tr)

Nazan Avci (nazan.avci@metu.edu.tr)
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APPENDIX J

TURKISH SUMMARY

Kiirt Sorununun Céziimiine Dair Goriislerin Temel Degerler
Acisindan Incelenmesi

Baris biitiin insanlarin ortak istegi olarak goriilmesine ragmen, barisi
olusturmak gayret gerektiren bir siirectir. Ciinkii barig tanim1 dogrudan aleni
siddetin olmamasindan daha fazlasini, sistematik bir baskinin olmamasi ve sosyal
adaletin var olmasini da kapsar (Galtung, 1969). Tiirkiye’deki etnik ¢atigmanin
¢Oziimii i¢in de bu barig taniminin benimsenmesi gerekir. Ancak, 2009’dan beri
yiiriitiilen baris miizakereleri yavas ilerlemektedir ve halkin siirece desteginin
zayif oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu ¢aligma Tiirkiye’deki etnik ¢atismanin ¢éziimiine
dair farkli goriisleri altinda yatan degerler agisindan incelemeyi amaglamstir.
Bunu yaparken ayn1 zamanda sosyal baskinlik egilimi ve sag kanat yetkecilik
tutumlarinin araci degisken rollerini incelemistir.
Tiirkiye’deki Etnik Catigma Ortami

Batililagsma, laiklesme, merkezilesme temelleriyle kurulan Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti’nin ulusal kimlik olusturma ¢abalari, bu tanimlar1 benimsemeye
zorlanan etnik azinliklarin baskilayici yontemlerle karsilasmasina neden olmustur
(Yegen, 2009). Tiirkiye niifusunun yiizde 16’sin1 olusturan Kiirtler (KONDA,
2010), devleti bu konuda en ¢ok ugrastiran etnik grup olmustur. Devletin ulusal
kimlik olusturma uygulamalari, Kiirtlerin yasam tarzlarinda, kiiltiirlerinde ve
dillerinde kisitlamalara yol agmis ve cumhuriyetin ilk yillarinda isyan seklinde
ortaya ¢ikan tepkiler dogurmustur. Ancak tepkiler ve isyanlar devletin, sorunu
giineydogunun feodal, kiiltiirel ve ekonomik geri kalmighigindan dogan bolgesel
bir sorun olarak gérme tutumunu degistirememistir (Keyman, 2005; Yegen,
1999). 1980lerde ise Kiirt sorunu bir kimlik ve taninma sorunu olarak ortaya ¢ikti.
PKK’nin (Kiirdistan Is¢i Partisi) kurulmasiyla Kiirt hareketi sistemli bir forma
dontistii ve etnisiteyi Tiirk siyasetinin temel konularindan biri haline getirdi

(Keyman, 2005). 1980lerden beri Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri (TSK) ve PKK arasinda
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stiren siddetli catigma ortami yaklasik 40 bin insanin 6liimiine ve yaklagik 1
milyon insanin yer degistirmesine sebep oldu. Tiirkiye’nin diger bolgelerindeki
Kiirt gégmenler, yerel halkin 6nyargisiyla karsilasirken; glineydogudaki polis ve
askerin sivillere uyguladigi siddet, bolge halkinin onlara tepki duymasina sebep
oldu (van Bruinessen, 1998). Catigsma ortami ve sonuglar1 sebebiyle, Tiirkiye
toplumu fazlaca kutuplasmis ve hosgoriisiiz hale geldi. Diger yandan, 1990larda
ve 2000lerde, Kiirtlerin siyasal temsilleri tizerindeki kisitlamalar devem etti. Kiirt
sorunu hem kimlik politikasin1 hem de PKK nin siddet aktivitelerini igerdi, bu
ikisinin ayrimini yapmak ¢ok zor oldugu gibi, Kiirt sorunun arastirilmasi ve
¢Oziimii de zorlast1 (Keyman, 2005).

1999°da Avrupa Birligi’nin Tiirkiye’yi aday iilke olarak kabul etmesi,
Tiirkiye’nin Kiirt sorununu ele almasinda 6nemli degisimler yapmasinda ve
sorunu ¢6zme konusunda itici giiglerden biri olmustur. Bu dogrultuda yapilan
reform siirecinde azinlik haklar1 konusunda gelismeler gozlemlendi (Kirisci,
2011). 2009 yilinda AK Parti (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi), azinlik haklar1 ve
kiiltiirel farkliliklara 6zgiirliikler konusunda reformlar yapmay1 amaclayan “Kiirt
Acilim1” projesini baslatti. Ancak, siirecin hareketleri milli kimlige ve toprak
biitiinliigiine tehdit olarak algiland: (Kiris¢i, 2011). 2013 yilinda, Ocalan’la
goriismeler, PKK militanlarinin geri gekilmesi ve “Akil Insanlar” komisyonu gibi
gelismeler baris miizakereleri konusunda 6nemli adimlardi, ancak siirec hala
parcal1 ve yavas ilerlemektedir. Metropoll Arastirma Sirketi’nin 2013’deki
arastirmasina gore, halkin yiizde 66°s1 siyasi goriismeleri desteklerken, yiizde 33
silahl1 miicadeleyi ¢6ziim olarak goriiyor. Kiirt¢e anadilde egitim, Kiirtlerin
yasadig1 bolgeye 6zerklik verilmesi, Ocalan’m baris siirecine dahil edilmesi ve
affedilmesi ise katilimcilarin yaridan fazlasi tarafindan desteklenmiyor. Catigsma
devam ettikce, insan kaybi, ekonomik kayip ve insan haklar: ihlalleri gibi kotii
sonuclarinin da devam edecegi diisiiniiliince, Kiirt sorunun ¢ézlimiine dair farkl
tutumlar1 etkileyen sosyal psikolojik faktorleri aragtirmanin 6nemli oldugu ortaya
cikmaktadir. Bu tez calismasinda kuramsal ¢ergeve, temel degerlerin, bu tutumlari
yordayabilmek i¢in oynayacagi rol olarak ele alinmustir.

Temel Degerler Kurami
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Insan davranisini arastiran farkli disiplinlerin ilgisini ¢eken degerler,
insanlarin, olaylara, eylemlere ve diger insanlara dair degerlendirmelerini ve
tercihlerini dayandirdiklari standartlar olarak tanimlanmislardir (Schwartz, 1992).
Schwartz’1n temel degerler kurami, sosyal psikoloji yazininda en ¢ok ilgi ¢eken
kuramlardan biri olmustur. Bu kurama gore, degerler istenilen amaglarla ve
davraniglar1 yonlendiren ilkelerle iliskili olan inanislardir. Ayrica, degerler 6nem
sirasina gore hiyerarsik olarak yapilanmislardir ve etki alanlar1 6zel durum ve
davraniglarin da 6tesindedir. Buna ek olarak, degerler ii¢ evrensel ihtiyaci temsil
etmektedirler. Bunlar, bireylerin biyolojik ihtiyaclari, sosyal etkilesimlerini
diizenlemeyle ilgili ihtiyaglar1 ve grup ve toplumsal gereklilikleri yerine
getirmeyle ilgili ihtiyaglaridir (Schwartz, 1992). Schwartz tarafindan agiklanan 10
deger tipi sunlardir: Giig, basari, hazcilik, uyarilim, 6zyonelim, evrenselcilik,
tyilikseverlik, geleneksellik, uyma ve giivenlik. Bu degerlerin birbirleriyle
dinamik bir iliskileri vardir ve giidiisel altyapilarinin birbirleriyle uyumlu ya da
catismal1 olmasi gembersel bir dizilim olusturmalarini saglamaktadir. Bu
cembersel dizilimde, komsu deger tipleri birbirleriyle benzer ve uyumlu giidiisel
altyapilara sahipken, zit kutuplardaki deger tipleri birbirlerinden farkli ve
catismali giidiisel altyapilara sahiptirler. Deger tiplerinin giidiisel altyapilarina dair
olan iligkileri iki eksen iizerinden agiklanabilir. Birinci eksen, bir kutbunda yenilik
arayisl, bagimsiz diisiinme ve davranma egilimi iceren Yenilige A¢iklik (uyarilim
ve Ozyonelim degerleri) kategorisini, diger kutbunda ise bireysel isteklerin
toplumsal normlara ve geleneklere gore sinirlanmasi, bireysel ve toplumsal
istikrarin korunmasi egilimini iceren Muhafazacilik (uyma, geleneksellik ve
giivenlik degerleri) kategorisini barindirir. ikinci eksen de, bireysel basar1 ve
baskinlik egilimi igeren Ozgenisletim (giig ve basar1 degerleri) kutbunu ve yakin
digerleri, dis-gruplardaki kisiler ile doganin esenligi egilimini iceren Ozaskinlik
(evrenselcilik ve iyilikseverlik degerleri) kutbunu barindirir. Hazcilik deger tipi
ise hem yenilige aciklik hem de 6zgenisletim kategorilerinin giidiisel altyapilarini
barindirmaktadir. Degerlerin kaygiyla iliskileri de aralarindaki dinamik yapiy
diizenleyen bir diger etkendir. Uyma, geleneksellik, glivenlik ve gilic degerleri var

olan diizeni siirdiirmeyi, tehditleri kontrol etmeyi ve ¢atismadan kaginmay1
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saglayarak kaygiyla basa ¢ikmaya yardime1 olurken; evrenselcilik, iyilikseverlik,
hazcilik, uyarilhim ve 6zyonelim degerleri kaygidan bagimsiz giidiileri ifade
ederler. Basar1 deger tipi de sosyal kurallara uyarak kaygiy1 kontrol etmeyi saglar.

2012 yilinda Schwartz ve arkadaslar1 daha fazla deger ayrimini ortaya
cikararak, temel degerler kuramini geniglettiler. Cembersel dizilim, kavramsal
olarak farkli ve anlamli daha kii¢iik degerlere boliindii. 10 temel degerin
kavramsal ve istatistiksel olarak incelenmesiyle bazi degerler iki ya da iig alt tiire
ayrilmis, baz1 degerler ise ayristirilarak farkli isimlerle adlandirilmistir. 10
tilkeden toplanan veriler, gelistirilen kuramdaki 19 degerin ayirt ediciligini
gosterdi. Bu 19 deger, kuramin 6nceki giidiisel altyapilar1 ve deger kategorileriyle
uyumludur, ancak kavramsal olarak daha fazla ayrint1 ve agiklik saglamaktadir.
Gelistirilen kuramdaki 19 deger sunlardir: Ozydnelim-diisiince, 6zyonelim-gylem,
uyarilim, hazcilik, basari, giig-baskinlik, giic-kaynaklar, goriiniis, glivenlik-kisisel,
giivenlik-sosyal, geleneksellik, uyma-kurallar, uyma-kisilerarasi, algakgoniilliiliik,
iyilikseverlik-giivenilebilirlik, iyilikseverlik-onemseme, evrenselcilik-ilgi,
evrenselcilik-doga ve evrenselcilik-hosgorii. 19 deger, iist kategorileri ve giidiisel
altyapilar1 gembersel dizilim iginde sayfa 12°deki sekilde gdsterilmistir.

Sosyal psikoloji yazininda, temel degerlerin bir¢ok farkli tutum, tercih ve
davranssla iliskili olduklar1 bulunmustur. Ancak bu tez ¢alismasinda, degerlerin
siyasi tutumlarla iliskilerine dair bulgulara yer verilmistir. Bu siyasi tutumlar
arasinda, ¢esitli degerlerle anlamli iligkili olan milliyet¢ilik, milli aidiyet, siyasi
yonelim, siyasi degerler ve militarist tutumlar vardir. Degerlerin savasa karsi
tutumlarla olan iligkileri ayrintili incelendiginde ise gii¢, uyma, giivenlik ve basar1
degerlerine yliksek dnem verilmesinin ve iyilikseverlik, evrenselcilik, ve
O0zyonelim degerlerine diisiik 6nem verilmesinin Afganistan, Kosova ve Irak
savaslarina kars1 tutumlarla anlamli iliski gosterdigibulunmustur (Cohrs,
Moschner, Maes & Kielmann, 2005). Halperin ve Bar-Tal’m (2011) Filistin-Israil
catigmas1 baglamindaki ¢aligmalari; gelenekselcilik ve uyma degerlerinin,
uzlagmaya destek verme ve yeni ve alternatif bilgiye aciklik ile olumsuz yonde
iliskili oldugunu ancak evrenselcilik degerlerinin ayn1 degiskenlerle olumlu yonde

iligkili oldugunu gdsterdi. Bu ¢alisma da ise, degerlerin Kiirt sorununun barisgil
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yontemlerle ¢oziimiine dair tutumlarla iliskilerinde sosyal baskinlik yonelimi ve
sag kanat yetkeciligin agiklayici olmas1 beklenmektedir. Bir sonraki kisimda bu
degiskenlerin olasi roliine dair bulgulardan bahsedilecektir.
Sosyal Baskinlik Yonelimi ve Sag Kanat Yetkecilik

Gruplar arast iliskiler konusunda genel bir yaklasim olarak tanimlanan
sosyal baskinlik yonelimi; bu iliskilerin esit ya da hiyerarsik olmasi tercihi ve
kisinin kendi grubunun digerlerinden iistiin ve baskin olmasi istegidir. Sag kanat
yetkecilik ise Adorno ve arkadaslar1 tarafindan 1950 yilinda fasizmi anlamak i¢in
ortaya konulan bir kavramdir. Sag kanat yetkecilik, var olan otoritelere ve bu
otoritelerin koydugu sosyal kurallara giiglii bir sekilde inanmak olarak
tanimlanmistir. Bu goriis diinyay1 tehlikeli bir yer olarak gérmeyi ve bireylerin
kendilerini diger insanlara gore daha ahlakl ve diiriist olarak gérmesini kapsar.
Sosyal baskinlik yonelimi ve sag kanat yetkecilik birgok farkli sosyal, politik ve
gruplar arasi iligkiler konularindaki goriislerin yordayicist olmuslardir. Bu
goriislerin arasinda dig-gruplara karsi 6nyargi ve savasa karsi tutumlar da vardir.
Ayrica bu iki genel goriisiin temel degerlerle de iliskili olduklar1 bulunmustur.
Duckitt sag kanat yetkeciligin, muhafazacilik degerleri ile uyumlu oldugunu,
sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin ise 6zgenisletim degerleriyle uyumlu oldugunu
savunmustur (2001). Bu ¢calismada sag kanat yetkecilik ve sosyal baskinlik
yoneliminin temel degerlerin Kiirt sorununun baris¢il yontemlerle ¢oziimiine dair
tutumlarla iliskilerinde agiklayici degisken olmalar1 beklenmektedir.
Hipotezler

1. Muhafazacilik ve 6zgenisletim degerlerinin Kiirt sorununun bariscil
yontemlerle ¢oziimiine dair tutumlari olumsuz yonde yordamasi
beklenmektedir.

2. Ozaskinlik degerlerinin Kiirt sorununun, ayrimeiligin azaltilmast,
Kiirtlerin taleplerinin kabul edilmesi gibi bariscil yontemlerle ¢oziimiine
dair tutumlar1 olumlu yonde yordamasi beklenmektedir.

3. Sag kanat yetkecilik ve muhafazacilik degerlerinin Kiirt sorununun barisgil
yontemlerle ¢6zlimiine dair tutumlar {izerindeki etkisini agiklamasi

beklenmektedir. Sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin ise 6zgenisletim ve
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6zaskinlik degerlerinin Kiirt sorununun baris¢il yontemlerle ¢oziimiine

dair tutumlar iizerindeki etkilerini agiklamasi beklenmektedir.

Pilot Calisma

Bu tezde Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiine dair goriisleri 6l¢mek i¢in, yeni bir
Olcek olusturuldu. Bu 6l¢egi olusturmak i¢in de farkli sosyoekonomik gruplardan,
farkli siyasi goriislere sahip 20 bireyle derinlemesine goriismeler yapildi.
Goriismelerin yaziya dokiilmesinden sonra, ana temalar ve 60 maddelik 6lgek
olusturuldu.
Orneklem

Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi Psikoloji béliimiinden ders alan 101
Ogrenci, 6gretim elemanlarindan izin alindiktan sonra, ek puan karsilig1 anketi
doldurdular. 19 kisi de kartopu 6rneklem yontemiyle ¢alismaya katildilar ve
internet izerinden anketi doldurdular. Bunlarin 78’1 kadin, 41°1 erkek ve bir
katilimei cinsiyetini belirtmedi. Katilimeilarin yaslari 19 ile 49 arasinda
degisirken, yas ortalamas1 22.88’dir.
Veri Toplama Araglari

Kiirt Sorununun Céziimiine Dair Oneriler Olgegi, Likert tipi ve 7
boliimlidiir. “Tamamen katilmiyorum” degerlendirmesi 1 puan ve “Tamamen
katiliyorum” degerlendirmesi 7 puandir.
Bulgular

Sadece biitiin maddeleri cevaplayan katilimcilarin verilerine faktor
¢dziimlenmesi uygulanmustir. Orneklemin yeterligini degerlendirmek iizere
hesaplanan KaiserMeyer-Olkin (KMO) katsayisinin (.73) istenir diizeyde ¢ikmasi
ve faktor analizinin gecerligini sinayan Bartlett testi sonucunun da anlamli (
x2=(1770)=4409, p <.001) olmas1 nedeniyle faktor analizinin yapilabilecegi
goriilmiistiir. Olgegin kag faktor icerdigini belirlerken dzdegeri 1 ve 1°den biiyiik
faktorler alinmis ve faktorlere iliskin y1gin grafigine de (scree plot) bakilmistir.
Bir maddenin faktore dahil edilmesinde kesme noktasi .30 olarak belirlenmistir.
[k ¢dziimleme de 15 faktorlii bir yapi ortaya ¢ikmug, fakat y1gim grafigi 5 ya da 6

farktorlii bir yap1 6nermistir. 6 faktorlii ¢dziimleme 6nce “oblique” teknigiyle
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eksen dondiirmesine tabi tutulmustur, ancak faktorler arasindaki korelasyon zayif
oldugu i¢in, “varimax” teknigiyle eksen dondiirmesine tabi tutulmustur. Fakat 6
faktorlii yapinin anlamsal incelemesi 3 faktorlii yapiy1 6nermistir. Birden fazla
faktore yiiklenen maddeler ¢ikarildiktan sonra ¢oziimleme tekrarlanmustir.
Sonrasinda faktorlere giivenirlik ¢6ziimlemesi uygulanmistir Faktorl ve Faktor 2
icin bu degerler yeterli bulunmustur. Olgegi kisaltmak icin, madde-toplam ig
tutarlilik katsayis1 diisiik olan maddeler ¢ikarilmistir. Giivenirlik degeri diisiik
¢iktig1 ve madde sayisi az oldugu i¢in Faktor 3 6l¢ekten tamamen c¢ikarilmistir.
Son olarak, 2 faktorlii ve 25 maddeli yapiya tekrar ¢oziimleme uygulandiginda, iki
faktoriin olgege iliskin agikladiklar: degiskenlik % 56.34. Birinci faktor %
30.42’lik degiskenlik aciklamaktadir, 5°1 aksi yonlii olmak {izere toplam 11 madde
vardir ve faktor yiiklerinin .64 ile .85 arasinda degistigi belirlenmistir. Bu faktor
“Kiirtlerin Taleplerine Destek” olarak isimlendirilmistir. Ikinci faktor ise %
26.30’luk degiskenlik agiklamaktadir, toplam 11 madde vardir ve faktor
yiiklerinin .56 ile .79 arasinda degistigi belirlenmistir. Bu faktor “Ayrimciligin
Onlenmesine Destek” olarak isimlendirilmistir. 1ki faktor arasindaki korelasyon
31°dir.
Yontem
Katilimcilar

Bu ¢aligmanin verisi internet iizerinden toplanmis ve katilimcilar uygun
ornekleme yontemiyle bulunmuslardir. 1601 kisi ankete baglamasina ragmen, 580
kisi higbir soruyu cevaplamamistir. Geriye kalan 1021 katilimei, 554 kadin ve
458 erkekten olusmaktadir. Katilimcilarin yaslari 18 ile 70 arasinda degisirken,
yas ortalamas1 27.54°dir (SS = 7.64). Katilimcilarin egitim seviyesi hayli
yiiksektir; %37’si yiiksek 6grenim 6grencisi veya mezunu, %31°1 liniversite
ogrencisi ve %27’s1 Uiniversite mezunudur. Katilimceilarin %70’1 Tirkiye nin ii¢
biiyiik sehri olan Ankara, istanbul ve izmir’de yasamaktadir. Katilimcilarin
hayatlariin biiyiik cogunlugunu gecirdikleri bolge dagilimi ise su sekildedir:
%27’si I¢ Anadolu, %25°i Ege Bolgesi ve %23’ Marmara Bolgesi. Katilimeilarin
%350’si gelir diizeylerini orta, %30’1 orta-iist ve %11°1 diigiik-orta olarak

belirtmislerdir. Etnik kimlik sorusuna katilimcilarin %43’{i Tiirk olarak, %101
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diinya vatandasi ya da insan gibi genel ifadelerle cevap vermistir. Katilimcilarin
%291 dini inamglar1 olmadigini belirtmislerdir. Katilimeilarin %50’si ise Islam ve
Islam’m farkli mezheplerine inandiklarin1 belirtmislerdir. Katilimeilarin siyasi
goriisleri %17’si sosyalist, % 14’1 sol goriis ve %10’u sosyal demokrat olarak
dagilmigtir. Katilimcilarin % 43’1 2011 genel se¢imlerinde CHP’ye oy verdigini
ifade etmistir. 7’li Likert tipi dl¢ek lizerinde katilimcilarin siyasi goriislerinin
Oneminin ortalamasi 5.14 (SS = 1.64), dini inan¢larinin éneminin ortalamasi 3.54
(SS = 2.19), siyasetle ilgili haberleri takip etme sikliklar1 ortalamasi 5.55 (SS =
1.49) ve giinliik hayatlarinda siyaset konugma sikliklar1 ortalamasi 4.97°dir (SS =
1.69). Katilimcilarin %84’ Kiirt bir tanidiklar1 oldugunu, %141 ise Kiirt
tanidiklar1 olmadigini belirtmislerdir. Katilimcilarin %44’i kendilerinin ya da bir
tanidiklarinin giineydogudaki ¢atigmalardan etkilendigini belirtirken, %55°1
giineydogudaki ¢atigmalardan etkilenen birini tanimadiklarini belirtmislerdir.
Katilimeilarin %56°s1 anketi doldururken rahatsiz hissetmediklerini belirtirken,
%16’s1 biraz rahatsiz hissettiklerini ifade etmislerdir.
Islem

[k olarak, ODTU Insan Arastirmalar1 Etik Kurulu’nun izni alind1. Biitiin
arastirma internet tizerinden ¢evrimigi anket uygulamasi araciligiyla yapildi.
Anket Facebook ve ¢esitli mail gruplari iizerinden yayildi. Biitiin katilimcilar
anketin baglantisi ile karsilasan, goniillii katilimcilardir. Anket katilimcilara
“Genel Diinya Goriisii ve Tiirkiye’deki Giincel Siyasi Olaylar” basligi ile sunuldu.
Anketin dili Tiirk¢eydi. Katilimeilar ilk olarak ¢alisma hakkinda kisaca bilgi
veren ve goniillii katilimlarini soran sayfayla karsilastilar. Sonrasinda ¢alisma
degiskenlerinin 6lgeklerini ve anketi doldururken rahatsiz hissedip
hissetmediklerini soran bir soruyu cevapladilar. Son olarak, caligmanin amaglarini
anlatan katilim sonrasi bilgi formu katilimcilara yine bilgisayar lizerinden ve
cevrimici sekilde sunuldu.
Veri Toplama Araglari
Demografik Sorular

Katilimcilara, yaslari, cinsiyetleri, egitim seviyeleri, gelir durumlari, siyasi

ve dini goriisleri, etnik kokenleri, 2011 se¢imlerinde hangi partiye oy verdikleri,
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yasadiklar1 sehir, hayatlarinin biiyiik boliimiinti gegirdikleri bolge, dini ve siyasi
goriislerinin kendileri i¢in ne kadar 6nemli oldugu, siyasetle ilgili haberleri ne
siklikla takip ettikleri, giinliik hayatlarinda ne siklikla siyaset konustuklari,
kendisini Kiirt olarak tanimlayan tanidiklar1 olup olmadigi, giineydogudaki
catismalardan etkilenen tanidiklari1 olup olmadigi demografik sorular olarak
sorulmustur.
Temel Degerler Olgegi

Schwartz ve arkadaslari tarafindan gelistirilen dlgek 57 maddeden
olusmaktadir. Bu maddelerde 57 kisinin kisa tanimlamalar1 vardir. Katilimcilar bu
kisilere ne kadar benzer olduklarin1 6’11 Likert tipi 6l¢ekte O (“Bana hig
benzemiyor”) ve 6 (“Bana ¢ok benziyor”) araliginda degerlendirmislerdir. Her bir
deger 3 madde ile temsil edilmistir. Olgegin Tiirkgeye adaptasyonu Demirutku ve
Dirilen-Giimiis (YIL) tarafindan yapilmustir.
Sag Kanat Yetkecilik Olgegi

Altemeyer (YIL) tarafindan gelistirilen ve Tiirk¢e adaptasyonu Giildii
(YIL) tarafindan yapilan 6lgek, 18 maddeden olugsmaktadir. Katilimcilar bu
maddeleri 7°1i Likert tipi 6l¢ekte 1 (“Tamamen katilmiyorum™) ve 7 (“Tamamen
katiliyorum”) aralifinda degerlendirmislerdir. Olgekten alian puanlar arttikca,
yetkecilik diizeyi artmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada 6l¢egin Cronbach alfa i¢ tutarlilik
katsayis1 .91 olarak saptanmuistir.
Sosyal Baskinlik Y6nelimi Olgegi

Pratto ve arkadaslar1 (YIL) tarafindan gelistirilen ve Tiirk¢e adaptasyonu
Akbas (YIL) tarafindan yapilan dlgek, 16 maddeden olusmaktadir. Katilimcilar
bu maddeleri 7°1i Likert tipi 6l¢ekte 1 (“Tamamen katilmiyorum™) ve 7
(“Tamamen katiliyorum”) araliginda degerlendirmislerdir. Olgekten alinan
puanlar arttik¢a, sosyal baskinlik diizeyi artmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada dlgegin
Cronbach alfa i¢ tutarlilik katsayis1.91 olarak hesaplanmuistir.
Kiirt Sorununun Cdziimiine Dair Oneriler Olgegi

Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiine dair tutumlar1 6lgmek i¢in 6n ¢alismada
gelistirilen 6l¢ek kullanilmistir. Bu 6lgek, Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiine dair bir

takim Onerileri icermektedir. Katilimeilar bu maddeleri 7°1i Likert tipi 6lgekte 1
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(“Tamamen katilmiyorum”) ve 7 (“Tamamen katiliyorum”) araliginda
degerlendirmislerdir. Bu 6l¢egin iki alt boyutu vardir.

Kiirtlerin Taleplerine Destek: 12 maddeden olusan 6lgek de, puanlar
arttikca, Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimii i¢in Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek artmaktadir. Bu
boyutun i¢ tutarlilik katsayis1 .87°dir.

Ayrimciligin Onlenmesine Destek: 11 maddeden olusan 6lgek de, puanlar
arttikg¢a, Kiirt sorununun ¢6ziimii i¢in ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek
artmaktadir. Bu boyutun ig tutarlilik katsayis1 .92dir.

Bulgular
Olgek Olusturma ve Faktor Coziimlemesi

Kiirt sorununun ¢éziime dair tutumlar1 6lgmek i¢in olusturulan dlgege, 6n
caligmada ortaya ¢ikan faktorleri dogrulamak igin tekrar faktor ¢6ziimlemesi
uygulanmistir. Orneklemin yeterligini degerlendirmek iizere hesaplanan
KaiserMeyer-Olkin (KMO) katsayisinin (.94) istenir diizeyde ¢ikmasi ve faktor
analizinin gecerligini sinayan Bartlett testi sonucunun da anlamli (
x2=(253)=9692.06, p <.001) olmas1 nedeniyle faktor analizinin yapilabilecegi
goriilmiistiir. [Ik ¢oziimleme de ortaya ¢ikan 2 faktorlii yap: on calismadaki faktor
yapist ile uyumludur. Her iki faktore de yiiklenen maddeler elenmis ve
cozlimleme tekrar yapilmustir. 2 faktorlii ve 19 maddeli yapinin dlgege iliskin
acikladiklar1 degiskenlik % 59.09’dir. Birinci faktor, 6n ¢alismada “Ayrimciligin
Onlenmesine Destek” olarak isimlendirilen faktor, % 40.02°lik degiskenlik
aciklamistir, 11 maddesi vardir ve faktor ytikleri .65 ile .81 arasinda degisiklik
gostermistir. Bu faktoriin i¢ tutarlilik katsayis1 .92°dir, madde-toplam i¢ tutarlilik
katsayilar1 da .51 ile .75 arasinda degismektedir. Ikinci faktor ise, 6n galismada
“Kiirtlerin Taleplerine Destek™ olarak isimlendirilen faktordiir ve % 19.06°11ik
degiskenlik aciklamistir. Toplam 8 maddesi vardir ve faktor yiiklerinin .56 ile .83
arasinda degistigi belirlenmistir. Bu faktoriin i¢ tutarlilik katsayis1 .87 dir ve
madde-toplam i¢ tutarlilik katsayilari .37 ile .78 arasinda degismektedir. Iki faktor
arasindaki korelasyon katsayis1 .31°dir.

Korelasyon Coziimlemeleri
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Ana ¢alisma degiskenleri arasindaki Pearson Momenler Carpimi
Korelasyon katsayilar1 ayrintili olarak Tablo 15’de verilmistir. Sag kanat
yetkecilik ve sosyal baskinlik yonelimi arasinda olumlu yonde bir iliski vardir (r =
42, p <.001). Sag kanat yetkeciligin, Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek (r = -.40, p <
.001) ve ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek (r = -.40, p <.001) ile ayn1 derecede
olumsuz iliskisi vardir. Sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin, Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek
(r=-.24, p <.001) ve ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek (r = -.49, p <.001) ile
negatif iligkileri vardir. Yenilige agiklik degerlerinin, sag kanat yetkecilik ile
anlamli negatif iliskisi vardir (r = -35, p <.001). Ozgenisletim degerlerinin ise
sosyal baskinlik yonelimi ile anlamli pozitif iliskisi vardir (r = .41, p <.001).
Mubhafazacilik degerlerinin, sag kanat yetkecilik ile anlamli pozitif iligkisi varken
(r=.51, p<.001), Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek ile anlamli negatif iliskisi vardir (r
=-.40, p <.001). Ozaskinlik degerlerinin ise, sag kanat yetkecilik (r = -.40, p <
.001) ve ve sosyal baskinlik yonelimi (r = -.51, p <.001) ile anlaml1 negatif
iligkileri varken, Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek (r = .30, p <.001)ve ayrimciligin
onlenmesine destek (r = .36, p <.001) ile anlaml1 pozitif iligkileri vardir.

Araci Degisken Analizleri

Calismanin hipotezlerini test etmek i¢in, 6n ylikleme “bootstrapping”
yontemiyle ¢coklu ve 5.000 yeniden 6rneklemeli arabuluculuk modeli
uygulanmistir (Hayes & Preacher, basimda). Bu modelde, 6zaskinlik,
0zgenisletim, muhafazacilik ve yenilige aciklik deger siniflar1 bagimsiz
degiskenler, sag kanat yetkecilik ve sosyal baskinlik yonelimi araci degiskenler ve
Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek ve ayrimeciligin 6nlenmesine destek ise bagiml
degiskenlerdir.

Coziimleme sonucunda, ilk olarak dort deger kategorisinin sosyal
baskinlik yonelimi tizerindeki etkisi anlamhdir, (R* = .28, F(4, 728) =73.13,p <
.000). Ozaskinlik (B = -.94, se= .07, p <.000), muhafazacilik (B = .23, se = .04, p
<.000) ve 6zgenisletim deger kategorileri (B = .26, se= .04, p < .000) sosyal
baskinlik yoneliminin anlamli yordayicilaridirr. Ayn1 zamanda dort deger
kategorisinin sag kanat yetkecilik {izerindeki etkisi de anlamlidir (R? = .40, F(4,

728) = 125.31, p <.000). Ozaskinlik (B = -.51, se = .06, p <.000), muhafazacilik
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(B =.71, se= .04, p <.000) ve yenilige aciklik deger kategorileri (B =-.16, , se=
.05, p <.000) sag kanat yetkeciligin anlaml1 yordayicilaridir.

Kiirtlerin taleplerine destegi yordayan model anlamldir (R? = .35, F(6,
726) = 68.02, p <.000), ancak sadece 6zaskinlik (B = .28, se=.11, p <.05) ve
muhafazacilik deger kategorilerinin (B = -.96, se = .08, p <.000) Kiirtlerin
taleplerine destek iizerinde dogrudan etkisi vardi. Ayrica sosyal baskinlik
yonelimi, 6zaskinlik (95% GA [.00, .20]), muhafazacilik (95% GA [-.05, -.00]) ve
0zgenisletim deger kategorileri (95% GA [-.06, -.00]), Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek
tizerindeki etkilerinde anlamli arac1 degisken olmustur. Sag kanat yetkeciligin bu
bagimli degisken tizerinde anlamli araci degisken rolii yoktur.

Ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destegi yordayan model anlamli ¢gikmistir (R? =
.30, F(6, 726) = 54.10, p <.000). Sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin (B = -.38, se = .04,
p <.000) ve sag kanat yetkeciligin (B =-.23, se =.04, p <.000) yani sira
ozagkinlik (B = .26, se = .08, p <.01) ve muhafazacilik deger kategorilerinin
de(B =-.13, se = .06, p < .05) ayrimciligin énlenmesine destek tizerinde dogrudan
etkileri bulunmustur. Ayrica, sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin, 6zagkinlik (95% GA
[.25, .48]), muhafazacilik (95% GA [-.13, -.04]) ve 6zgenigletim deger
kategorilerinin (95% GA [-.16, -.06]) ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek iizerindeki
etkisinde aracilik rolii anlamli ¢ikmistir. Sag kanat yetkecilik ise 6zaskinlik (95%
GA [.06, .19]), muhafazacilik (95% GA [-.24, -.08]) ve yenlige agiklik deger
kategorilerinin (95% GA [.01, .07]) ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek iizerindeki
etkilerinde anlamli arac1 degisken olmustur.
Tartisma

Kiirt sorunun baris¢il ¢o6ziimiinii, degerler agisindan inceleyen bu
calismada, “bariscil ¢6ziim” iki boyut olarak ele alinmistir. Hem nitel hem de
nicel olarak yapilan 6n ¢alismalar sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bu boyutlar, Kiirtlerin
taleplerine destek ve ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek olarak adlandirilmislardir.
Temel degerlerin baris¢il ¢ozlimlerle iliskisini incelerken, ayn1 zamanda sosyal
baskinlik ve sag kanat yetkecilik egilimlerinin bu iligkideki araci rolleri de

incelenmistir.
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Buna gore, muhafazacilik ve 6zgenisletim degerlerinin Kiirtlerin
taleplerine daha az destek verilmesiyle iligkili olduklari; 6zaskinlik degerlerinin
ise daha fazla destek verilmesiyle iligkili oldugu bulunmustur. Sosyal baskinlik
yonelimi bu iligkilerin anlamli arac1 degiskeni olurken, sag kanat yetkecilik ise
anlamli bir arac1 degisken olmamistir. Ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek verilmesi
konusunda ise, muhafazacilik ve 6zgenisletim degerlerinin daha az destek
verilmesiyle iligkili olduklar1; 6zaskinlik ve yenilige aciklik degerlerinin ise daha
fazla destek verilmesiyle iligkili oldugu bulunmustur. Muhatazacilik ve 6zaskinlik
degerlerinin etkileri sosyal baskinlik yonelimi ve sag kanat yetkecilik tarafindan
anlamli sekilde agiklanirken, 6zgenisletim degerlerinin etkisi sadece sosyal
baskinlik yonelimi tarafindan, yenilige aciklik degerlerinin etkisi ise sadece sag
kanat yetkecilik tarafindan agiklanmistir.

Calismanin sonuglarini yorumlayabilmek i¢in, Kiirt sorununun barisgil
yontemlerle ¢oziimiine dair tutumlari igeren bagimli degiskenler arasindaki farki
anlamak gerekir. Kiirtlerin taleplerine destek, ¢ogunlukla Kiirtlerin destekledigi
siyasi partinin ve politikacilarin 6nerdigi ¢6ziim Onerilerinin benimsemekle
ilgilidir. Diger taraftan, ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek ise toplumda hosgoriiyti
tesvik etmek, Kiirtleri ve taleplerini daha 1yi tanimak ve genel anlamda ayrimeiligi
onlemek ile ilgilidir. Dolayisiyla, Kiirtlerin taleplerine destegin temel degisiklikler
gerektiren daha radikal bir ¢6ziim yolu oldugu, ayrimcilig1 6nlemeye destegin ise
toplumun diisiince tarzinda ve insan haklari ile ilgili yasalarda yumusak
degisiklikler gerektiren daha ilimli bir ¢6ziim yolu oldugu sdylenebilir.

Bu ¢aligmanin sonuglari, yazindaki Halperin ve Bar-Tal’in (YIL) degerler
ve ¢atismanin bariscil yollarla ¢éziilmesine destek konusundaki ¢alismasiyla ayni
dogrultudadir. Onlarin ¢alismasiyla uyumlu olarak, bariscil yollarla ¢6ziime
destegin en fazla evrenselcilik, uyma ve geleneksellik degerleriyle iliskili oldugu
bulunmustur. Ancak, bu ¢aligmada bariscil yollarla ¢6ziime destegin en yiiksek
negatif korelasyonunun giivenlik-sosyal degerleriyle oldugu goriilmiistiir.
Halperin ve Bar-Tal giivenlik degerlerini ¢alismalarina dahil etmedikleri i¢in, bu
iliskinin Kiirt sorunu baglamina 6zgii olup olmadiginin gelecekteki ¢calismalarda

aragtirilmasi gerekir.
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Yazindaki degerler ve savasa karsi tutumlar iligkilerini arastiran
calismalarla karsilastirildiginda, savasa karsi tutumlarla iligkili olan degerlerin
catismalarin baris¢il yontemlerle ¢ézlimiine dair tutumlarla da ancak zit yonde
iliskili olduklar1 bulunmustur. Bu degerler, evrenselcilik, giivenlik, uyma, gii¢ ve
basar1 degerleridir. Eger bir deger savasa kars1 tutumlarla negatif iliskili ise, ayni
deger ¢atismanin bariscil yontemlerle ¢éziimiine dair tutumlarla pozitif iliskilidir.

Calismanin 6ngdriilmeyen sonucu; yenilige agiklik degerlerinin
ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek lizerinde sag kanat yetkecilik araciligi ile anlamhi
bir iliski gostermesidir. Bu iligkinin, ayrimciligin 6nlenmesine destek
degiskeninin genel anlamda hoggoriiyii tesvik etme ve ayrimciligi 6nleme
kavramlarini icermesi ve yenilige aciklik degerlerinin kisisel ¢ikarlar kapsaminda
da olsa kendiliginden biiyiime giidiilerini icermesiyle ilgili olabilecegi
distiniilmektedir.

Kiirtlerin taleplerine desteginin temel degerler tarafindan yordanmasinda,
sadece sosyal baskinlik yonelimi agiklayici olmustur. Sosyal baskinlik
yoneliminin tstiinliik ve gii¢ endisesinin, Kiirt sorununun kaynaklar ve toprak
acisindan tehdit olarak algilanmasinda etkili olabilecegi, ayrica medyada Baris
Siireci’nin yer almasi sebebiyle de baskinlik egiliminin belirgin hale gelmesi,
sosyal baskinlik yoneliminin araci degisken etkisinin agiklamalar olabilir.
Kiirtlerin taleplerine desteginin temel degerler tarafindan yordanmasinda, sag
kanat yetkeciligin, arac1 degisken olarak anlamli bulunmamasi ise, Kiirt
sorununun ¢6ziimii hakkinda otoritelerin net bir goriisiiniin bulunmamasi ve
toplumda da konu hakkinda farkli temsillerin bulunmasiyla agiklanabilir.

Gelecekteki calismalarda, degerler ve barisa yonelik tutumlarin
iliskilerinde baska araci degiskenlerin etkileri arastirilabilir. Yazindaki ¢aligsmalari
dikkate aldigimizda, gruplar arasi iliskilerde algilanan tehdit ve siyasi degerlerin
olas1 arac1 degiskenler olmasi beklenebilir.

Bu calisma icin gelistirilen Kiirt Sorununun Coziimiine Dair Oneriler
6l¢egi, konu hakkinda siradan insanlarin gorislerini yansitmaktadir. Bu 6lgek,
farkli goriisleri yansitmaya caligsa da, yansittig1 goriislerin siirl oldugunu Kiirt

sorununun ¢oziimiine dair biitlin goriisleri yansitmadigini belirtmek isteriz. Her ne
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kadar, bu 6l¢ek Kiirt sorunu baglamina 6zgii olsa da, bu goriislerin i¢yiiziinii
anlamay1 ve bagka sosyo-politik goriislerle iligkilerini aragtirmay1 amaglayan
baska calismalarda da kullanilabilir. Buna bagli olarak Kiirt sorununun ¢oziimiine
dair goriisler ve bu goriislerin altinda yatan etkenler konusunda bilgiler, devam
etmekte olan baris siireci i¢in faydali bilgiler saglayabilir. Ancak, dlgekte yer alan
goriislerin, baris siireciyle ortakliklari olmasina ragmen, ¢alismanin bulgulari barig
siirecine destek olarak yorumlanmamalidir.

Orneklem grubunun Tiirkiye toplumunu temsil edebilirliginin diisiik
olmasi ve buna bagli olarak ¢alismanin bulgularinin genellenebilirliginin diigiik
olmas1 ¢alismanin kisitliliklaridir. ileriki ¢alismalarda, degerlerin Kiirt sorununun
¢Oziimiine dair daha ¢esitli tutumlarla iliskileri daha temsili bir 6rneklem grubuyla
arastirilmalidir. Son olarak, diinyada etnik ¢atismalarin ve bunlarin icerdigi
siddetin giderek arttigin1 géz oniine alinirsa, baris yapma ¢abalarini kolaylastiran

ve zorlastiran unsurlarin arastirilmasinin 6nemi agiktir.
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