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ABSTRACT

REVOLUTION UNDERWAY: POWER PRACTICES OF MST AND E&L

Taka, Serhat
M.S. Department of International Relations

Supervisor  : Assist. Prof. Dr. Pinar Bedirhgno

December 2008, 156 pages

This thesis aims to show that MST and EZLN are-hi@narchical, participatory
and democratic movements which aim to transforneespand national systems without
taking power. Their understanding of power is deadcin their educational practises.
These two movements try to create new alternatiies based on local issues and
powers with also awareness of international andajldactors. The clues of their

understanding of power searched in their histoydifferent resistances struggles.
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DEVRIMIN UYGULAMAYA KONMASI: MST VE EZLN'N IN IKTIDAR
DENEMELERI

Taka, Serhat
Yiiksek Lisans, UluslararaBiskiler Bolumii
Tez YOneticisi : Yrd. Dog. Dr. Pinar Bédting@lu
Aralik 2008, 156 sayfa

Bu tezin amacit MST ve EZLN’nin iktidari ele gecirden toplumu ve ulusal
sistemi dongtirmeyi hedefleyen hiyergk olmayan, katilimci ve demokratik sosyal
hareketler oldgunu gostermektir. iktidar anlayglar esitim uygulamalarinda
arsstinlmistir. Bu iki hareket yerel gu¢ ve olaylardan teméhna ayni zamanda
uluslararasi ve kiresel faktorlerin de bilincindi@ocalternatifler olgturmaya ¢cakmistir.
Bu hareketlerin glc¢ anlayarin ipuclari ve izleri tarihlerinden ve farkh rdinis
deneyimlerinden yola cikilarak atailmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: MST, EZLN, sosyal hareketletitien, kiresellgme
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Chapter 1: Introduction

This is our simple word which seeks to touch thartseof humble and
simple people like ourselves, but people who ase,dlke ourselves,
dignified and rebel...This is our simple word in arde inform all
honest and noble hearts what it is we want in Mexnd the world.
This is our simple word, because it is our ideadlh on those who are
like us and to join together with them, everywhtrey are living and
struggling..}

...Another life is possible. Another economic modelnother
agricultural model... We are struggling for anotieciety...We want
another society in which there is life at the pitjor.?

Within the past few decades, the Latin Americant'deftruggle against
neoliberalism and its economic and political hegeynbas been receiving increased
attention around the world. This is indeed a raihgvortant historical development.
When the Communist Bloc, the world’s only “realteahative to capitalism, collapsed,
there was an expectation that leftist oppositiomddade out in all over the world. Yet
as opposed to this expectation and developmermither parts of the world, where leftist
parties have lost their power and prestige to N&Osialist ideals has continued to find
room in Latin America at both political and sodmlels.

Cuba in Latin America has a particular story of bemn. While other examples
of real socialism, such as the Soviet Union, Yuaasl and Albania, dissolved or
transformed into different types of regimes, Cuba tontinued its socialist journey with
full dedication notwithstanding a severe US embai@oover forty years now. The
collapse of the Eastern Bloc has added a new diomense the already deteriorating
impact of this embargo on Cuba for the countrysnary trading partners as well as
sources of finance had been the other real sdotalistries.

! «Sixth Declaration of the Selva Lacandona,” htgnlacezapatista.ezln.org.mx/especiales/2/, Acdesse
14 May 2008.

2 Metin Yegin, Topraksizlar(istanbul: Versus, 2006), 52.



Latin America is also different from other contiterof the world as leftist
political parties have been taking control of goweents there in recent years.
Following the election of Chavez in Venezuela ir®89leftist parties seized power in
Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuag@uatemala and Nicaragti&havez
in Venezuela, Lula in Brazil, Kirchner in Argentiaad Morales in Bolivia all ascended
to power through their leftist opposition to neelilism and capitalism.

Besides leftist political parties, anti-capitalisocial movements in Latin
American have been getting stronger and wagingdiestruggles for their socialist
ideals. For instance, after the economic crisisAngentina, workers occupied the
factories in which they had been working, and taoktrol of these enterprises. In
Brazil, unjust land distribution has been radicalhallenged by the land occupations of
Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem T¢M&T), the Landless Rural Workers’
Movement. In MexicoEjercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacion@ZLN), the Zapatista
Army of National Liberation, continues to fight forative rights: they negotiate with
governments for the recovery of native people’s Btandards and legal liberties. In
Bolivia, there was great public resistance knowrtheswater wars in 2000 and 2004
against the government’s attempt to privatize thblip water company. Furthermore,
great public unrest took place in the country whiem US government demanded the
cultivation of cocé to be stopped. Thus, Latin America arguably cosgsrithe most
powerful alternatives to capitalism in today’s wband political climate.

Among all these Latin American social movements &eitist parties, two
movements display unique characteristics in thelicigs and political practices. These
movements are the above mentioned EZLN and MST. WMIBd and EZLN have
become crucial in the politics not only of theiruotries but also of the world due to
their strong and effective opposition to their goweents’ neoliberal politics. While
socialism as an economic system seems to losebdigdbecause of the worldwide

prevalence of capitalism, these movements earnestitinue their struggle for a new

% “Latin Amerika’da Sol Eilimler,” http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/news/444730.a8gcessed 15 May 2008.

* Coca leaf is mostly used to make cocaine, butstmaps or other goods can also be made from it.



society with viable economic and political altemes. These movements have been
successful in articulating their anti-neoliberaluggle with the liberation theology of
Christianity and local political practices as walh achievement which enabled them to
have firm roots in local resistances.

The MST and EZLN have affected their countries'tards and traditions in a
modern and forward-looking way. As Temel Demired aibel Ozbudun argue, the
EZLN demands have been defined with referenceam#itive rights and their struggle
against neoliberal globalizationAlthough the EZLN has based itself on local vajies
has also refused to be isolated from the internatiarena. This is in line with Peadar
Kirby’s suggestions that some social movements,setstruggles are rooted locally, are
often capable of getting articulated with wider ioa&l, and even international,
struggles$ Hence, Harneckérshows how the MST first rooted itself among petsan
and later went on to influence other sectors ofBhazilian society. The same scholar
also argues that the MST still has ways to go, isedhe movement cannot address all
the necessary issues throughout Brazil. While tH&TMhas been very influential in
southern Brazil, it still needs to spread itselbtber parts of the country.

Two other important academicians who have studiedMST and EZLN, James
Petras and Henry Veltmayer, point out that boththelse movements carry on mass
struggles; that is, they can organize people te tatllective action. The MST and
EZLN can also take direct action for people’s utgegeds in areas, such as health and
accommodation. Petras and Veltmeyer relate thiseaement to the successful
leadership practices of these movements.

The EZLN and MST have based their causes on th@lgisostruggles. In
consistency with their emphasis on the centralityemple’s problems in leftist struggle,
the MST and EZLN have formed non-hierarchical, ipgratory and democratic
movements which aim to transform their societiethaut taking power. This thesis

® Temel Demirer and Sibel Ozbudun, eddayalarin Donigi (istanbul: Anahtar Kitaplar Yayinevi,
1998), 9-13.

® Kirby introduces these ideas in the “IntroductiorLatin America: Twenty First Century Challenges”.

" Harnecker developed those ideas in the book c4lleddless Movement-Building a Social Movement”.



aims to show how the EZLN and MST have managedhfdement these principles in
real life by focusing on their practices in theldieof education. Hence, their
understanding on education as well as educativeipes will be analysed in depth with
such questions in mind.

It is impossible to assess the success and imper@inthese movements without
understanding first the political atmosphere aratistorical context within which they
began their struggles. After the 1990s in Latin Aicge social movements, labor unions,
left-wing parties and other oppositional forcegedistance were weak and generally in
chaos. The collapse or transformation of real $isoladeeply affected them due to the
fact that, for Latin America, the Soviet Union, tB@astern Bloc and other socialist
countries had always been very important as botlitiggd models and financial
supporters. Moreover, the Soviet Union, China, Yagaa and Albania had inspired
leftist movements in terms of the revolutionary misdhey represented. Many countries
in Latin America adopted guerrilla techniques corialist agendas from these countries:
some of the groups took Soviet socialism as thgample, while others imitated
Albanian socialism or Maoist socialism.

After the real socialist experiences had formalhded in countries like the
Soviet Union, Yugoslavia and Romania, or were tiamnsed into new more liberal
regimes in countries like China and Vietnam, thppsuters of capitalism declared the
victory of liberalism and death of socialist andrsounist ideas. Francis Fukuyama, one
of the foremost historians of this century, hasnesf@imed that these events marked the
“end of history.” Therefore, after these criticablipcal changes, the need to resist
capitalism and liberalism has become a target tatok defended. As a consequence,
there has emerged a consensus in world politicsaaademia that capitalism is not just
the most sensible way, but truly the only possitdg, to give shape to societigs.

Until the collapse of real socialisms, resistanaa/@ments had considered them
as important models and alternatives to capitaldfth the collapse of these regimes,

people have lost these alternatives and leftisplege@roups and movements were left

8 Robert Jenseryn Unsustainable Systeala Friahttp:/balafria.wordpress.com/2008/05/25/an-
unsustainable-systemccessed on 29 May 2008.




without any inspirational models. Losing alternaivhas harmed global struggle and
resistance in two ways. First, resistance movemestgground against their main rival,

capitalism, and thus they have become sensitivingoattacks of their foremost foe.

Second, resistance and revolutionary movements lbavéheir plausibility. When there

were real alternatives to capitalism, people wdta@ed to the socialist cause more
easily and committed themselves to leftist oppositnovements in a more dedicated
way. When there is no available alternative, peéat to lose their interest in the
resistance movements.

The MST and EZLN are crucial particularly becauseythave provided leftist
oppositions in all over the world with real, livirsxamples. Maybe they were not big
political examples, like the Soviet and/or Eastéuropean ones. In fact, they have not
aspired to be such alternatives or vanguards digadlrevolution for they try to resolve,
or not to repeat, the mistakes of classical revabat'y movements or past real socialist
experiences. Nonetheless, they have been giving &g inspiration to the people in all
over the world in their resistance against casitali

Organization of "classical" social movements gdstavily on the oratory of
class, ideology and definition of their own poldiénterests against a clearly understood
opponent capitalist claS§sThese new movements, the MST and EZLN, are more
democratic and have non-hierarchic organizatiotrakgires. The Zapatistas appear to
have achieved a new political system within thenfeavork of collective and democratic
decision-making that has developed out of locatlitians. For instance, Zapatista
communiqués are generally signed by the "ClandesRevolutionary Indigenous
Committee-General Command" (CCRI-CG), apparentlycauncil of indigenous
leaders?’ Decision-making is also similar within the MST.&IMST'’s rural settlements

are characterized by cooperative relations, callecplanning and self-management.

® Peter Harries-Jones, “Public Voice: Work, Knowledmd the Relevance of Refelexive
Communication,'Canadian Journal of Communicatiof no.3 (1990), 125.

9 Harry Cleaverzapatistas! Documents of New Mexican Revolution,
http://lanic.utexas.edu/project/Zapatistas/intrdguchtml, Accessed 30 May 2008.




Solidarity, social justice and autonomy are amdsgyiost fundamental ethical values.
The MST and EZLN both give importance to coopergtioational and international
solidarity as well as identities. In other wordsgge two movements are open to all good
and upright ideas, no matter where they come from.

These two Latin American movements emphasize catipaerand awareness-
raising in their undertakings. Their demonstrati@isWorld Social Forums and at
international meetings such as the First Interommial Meeting for Humanity and
Against Neoliberalism, as well as their marchethtocapital cities of their countries and
their public addresses to the people, are notakEmples of their insistence on
international collaboration. In this way, they albecome more visible, and find
platforms within which to explain their policies people and listen to other people’s
ideas and advices in return. After all, even thougbkrnational meetings such as the
WSF have arguably had some downsides, they ailesgjilificant for showing the
presence and continuity of these newly establisheidtance groups. Obviously people
only with sufficient material and financial resoesccan attend these meetings; however
when the attendees return to their countries, tagyshare what they saw and heard as
well as their experiences with people who are donscof the drawbacks of capitalism.
These meetings might not offer clean-cut solutionslternatives to the injustices of
capitalism, but they definitely reveal the syster@gures and the peoples’ sufferings.
Furthermore, in these meetings, the importancetlamdgenda of resistance movements
have begun to be discussed. Maybe such meetingstdastantly solve problems, but
in spite of their pitfalls, they certainly do giepe and inspiration to people to continue
their struggles.

One more issue seen in old socialist experiencastived, in general, democracy
and human rights were disregarded. Old revolutiesanad only focused on their sole
aim of seizing the state power. They thought thatve-step, state-oriented strategy

would open the way for revolution. It was beliewddt unless state power was seized

' Ménica Dias Martins, “The MST Challenge to Neoligléesm,” Latin American Perspectivessue 114,
Vol. 27 no. 5 (September 2000), 33.

2 Marta Harnecker,andless Movement-Building a Social Movema8,
http://www.rebelion.org/harnecker/landless300808.pdcessed 6 November 2007.




first, social transformation would not be possibles a result, classical revolutionary
movements did not begin the socialist transforrmatight away. However, the MST
and EZLN do not fall into this trap. They place afrémportance on the inclusion of
people in the transformation process. Details ok ibe MST and EZLN lead such
transformations without seizing the power of thetestwill be discussed in detail in the
following chapters.

Despite the pessimistic atmosphere the collapskeoEastern Block had caused
in the 1990s, resistance movements such as thea8EZLN, and some others, such
as the WSF or anti-war movements, have been abieflicence other people and
movements. They show that, regardless of how bawdittons might be, it is still
possible to resist and work for an alternative lte hegemony of capitalism. These
movements are hence important because of keepipg htive. While there are no
mainstream alternatives or inspirational politieaperiences in the world, they keep on
fighting for a new society and encouraging otheuntoes’ people, groups and
movements to resist and struggle. Maybe it is tdydo say this, but it seems that they
will pave the road for a new left despite all theraknesses. They however have rather
important achievements such as prioritizing demograrespecting diversity and
establishing non-hierarchical organizations.

On the basis of these observations, this thedisguestion whether the EZLN
and the MST movements can truly be alternativetheoreal socialist experiences, and
whether their political practices can be reprodueksgwhere or they are mainly local
success stories. To answer these questions, thes thiél first examine in chapter two
the historical conditions that have bring about tle= of these movements. These
movements become possible because of the risirigtamse against neoliberalism.
Without an understanding of the effects of neohliem and its destructive impact on
countries and peoples’ lives, it is impossible tasp why such resistances have emerged

today but not another time. As Subcomandante Mar@astains, the war being waged



today can be called the Forth World War, betweea #lupporters of neoliberal
globalization, and people and movements resistéudilperalism>

However, it is hard to explain these movements be basis of global
developments only. There are also many national lacal factors that have helped
these movements develop. In other words, theiruarigss rests on both national and
international factors. Their features and expemsntan be valuable for other resistance
movements around world, but wholesale importatibthese movements would be out
of the question. As Subcomandante Marcos saidethes/ements are improving by
asking questions rather than simply answering tHebifferently put, they are learning
from others while sharing simultaneously their eigreces. Therefore, these movements
can be helpful for others, but not as classicaisiefuerrilla tactics to be applied to
every country in the same way without first consitg the unique features of each
country. On the basis of these concerns, the sechagter will also examine some
common local and political factors that have shaipedEZLN and the MST. The first
significant factor is arguably religion. Liberatiadheology, and hence the Catholic
Church in Latin America, has been very helpful anfiuential for these resistance
movements during their early years. The Churchsh@aported their causes ideologically
and materially through clerical support. Liberatitreology teaches that one should
combat social injustices and maintains that oneilshioot wait for salvation after death.
Latin American clergy has broadcasted this ideaelyidbesides joining actively these
resistance movements. The Church has offered thesements with material support
in the form of food, tents and money. Despite thet that religion generally works to
oppress people, in Latin America is it transfornietd a progressive and revolutionary
tool. The second factor to be examined is the wayepful leftist political parties in
Mexico and Brazil have enabled the rise of thesevaments. The Workers’ Party
(Partido dos Trabalhadoreor PT) in Brazil and the Institutional Revolutay Party

(Partido Revolucionario Institucionabr PRI) in Mexico have to be mentioned in this

13 |gnacio Ramonet, trans., Kerem Eksktarcos Onurlu/syankar(istanbul: Sel Yayincilik, 2001), 22.
14 RJ Maccini, “The Other Journalism with the Othemtpaign on the Other Sidélhe Narco News
Bulletin, http://www.narconews.com/Issue4?2/article2037.hiftydcessed 30 May 2008.




regard. In Brazil, the opposition formed around tA€ and its political struggle
encouraged its growing cooperation with the MSTMaxico, on the other hand, the
growing opposition to the PRI has helped the EZbNattract new supporters. These
factors have allowed the MST and the EZLN to growt develop throughout the years.

In the third and the fourth chapters, the spediigtories of the MST and the
EZLN will be studied. In Mexico, the first encampmieat Chiapas, the armed uprising
in 1994, peace negotiations and the San Andres rdscanternational meetings, the
march to Mexico City, the autonomous municipalitii® Good Government Juntas and
other campaigns have all been foundational stepiseirnistory of the EZLN. In Brazil,
on the other hand, the land occupation of Machg, foundation of the Encruzilhada
Natalino camp, five National Landless Workers’ Meg$, many other land occupations
and marches, the WSF, and the foundation of sclasasclinics have been the building
blocks of the MST journey. Learning from their expaces is crucial in order to
observe and appreciate the uniqueness and thetanpdeatures of these movements.
Moreover, their experiences can further give usslabout whether these political
movements can provide true alternatives to capitgland whether they can fill the gap
that the collapse of the real socialisms has cdemt¢oday’s world. Unfortunately, not
many sources are available on their developmem ft683 to 2007. As a result, these
chapters aim to shed light on the emergence andlg®@went of the MST and EZLN,
which have been continuing for almost two decadss on the basis of the participants’
and movements’ points of view.

The final chapter before the conclusion will focus the educational practices
within these movements. Education is important bseeawhen it is used to reproduce
hegemonic power, it is nearly impossible to creatalternative, new society. Education
in capitalism helps the creation of people who nélmk of the possibility of resistance
or change but of becoming good customers and werk@rthe system. It is a well-
known fact that schools transfer culture and valmed that they channel children into
various social roles. Thus, they help to mainthid¢urrent social ordér.Therefore, the

MST and EZLN place a big importance on educatiorpag of their revolutionary

15 Martin CarnoyEducation as Cultural ImperialisifNew York: David McKay, 1974), 8.



practices. They recognize the peoples’ general péedsic education. The literacy rate
is very low among the peasants of both Brazil ahth@as. The MST and EZLN open
schools, offer courses, prepare educational méenal curriculums, and organize other
educational activities. Hence chapter five willdsoon the experiences of the MST and
EZLN in the educational field, presenting answersuch questions as why they place
importance on education, which ideas these movesmbave borrowed for their
educational projects, and what they have achienatis field in their countries. Here
the ideas of Gramsci’'s “organic intellectual” angkiFe’s “pedagogy of the oppressed”
are especially important as their ideas have gledrbpedthe education projects of the
MST and the EZLN. As Gramsci stated, the workiragslmust produce its own organic
intellectuals to perform the task of articulatingdadisseminating the hegemony of their
own class over society as a whéi&ransforming society and creating a new world can
be possible when the whole society joins this ecélence, the MST and EZLN use
education to create consciousness and foster cHammgethe bottom. As members of
these movements said: “...We will provide a revolnéiny education for our own
people... Education is a very dangerous weapon; itrksnaup minds and
consciousness.”

However, such an education cannot be helpful whegemonic pedagogy is
used. This pedagogy will just enslave people argame them for the capitalist system.
Under this pedagogy, they become merely workerscaistomers. The new pedagogy,
therefore, has to insist on the awakening of @itconsciousness. Moreover, building a
sense of social responsibility is the foundationlezfrning and positive chang&By
means of these ideas, these movements searciwiy af being power without seizing

the power. As Holloway puts it, “we do not havectmquer the world.” It is enough to

' Diana Coben, “Revisiting GramsciStudies in the Education of Adyl&7 issue 1 (April 1995), 39.
1" paul KingsnorthOne No, Many Yesed,ondon: Free Press, 2003), 23.

8 Angus Wright and Wendy Wolford, “Now It is Timeh& MST and Grassroots Land Reform in Brazil,”
Backgrounde® no. 2 (Spring 2003), 3.
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reestablish it? Through educational experiences, it is possiblest@blish new power
practices. Hence, chapter five of the thesis wilblere whether this ideal is possible

through the MST and EZLN educational campaigns.

19 John Holloway/ktidar Olmadan Diinyay! Qéstirmek (istanbul:letisim, 2003), 37.
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Chapter 2: Historical Conditions in Brazil and Mexico that Led to the Rise of the
EZLN and the MST

This chapter will discuss the historical conditicdhat have aided the rise and
development of the EZLN and the MST, with a patdaciemphasis on the economic,
political, social and cultural dynamics of BrazildaMexico. Although Latin America is
divided into many countries, the Continent has ethanany common features since the
pre-Columbus, Spanish and Portuguese eras. Oveetrs, though, territorial division
has also created differences in the national artires characteristics of the Latin
American countries. Hence, the similarities andedénces of Brazil and Mexico have
helped shape these two movements. To start witlsith#arities of Brazil and Mexico,
they had both fought independence wars againsh$pa Portugal respectively. In both
countries, people had fought long years for denmygrand still continue to fight.
Hence, such factors as their colonial history, peelence wars, foreign relations
especially with the US, cultural and geographieatfires make these countries similar
in many ways. On the other hand, a military coup a@en in Brazil but not in Mexico,
while Mexico had key revolutionary figures suchZapata, who assembled the people.
Hence, issues like the role of the military and lied problem make these countries
different in some other ways.

During the period that led to the rise of MST aBXLN, neo-liberal
transformation, religion and political deficiencieave been common features of both
Mexico and Brazil. MST and EZLN have risen on thedwmred features of their
countries. This chapter will analyze them and erptow they prepared the ground for
the rise of these movements in Brazil and Mexicowklver, before searching these

similarities there is a need to look the genersidny of these countries.
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2.1. A Brief History of Brazil

Most significant clues that led to the formationM$T can be identified in the
post-World War Il era in Brazil. A brief knowledgd the previous period, however,
would also be helpful. The crucial point to keeprimd is that the MST’s main struggle
for land was the result of the land and agricultayastems established by the Portuguese
colonialism. There have been no revolutionary anrekeformist change made on this
issue in the history of Brazil.

Despite the northern part of the continent, Brdmld not hosted any big
civilization such as the Incas or the Aztecs befomeas discovered by the Portuguese.
Before the Portuguese came, there had been mate naibes, living mostly in
isolation from each other. Portuguese had acquinedright to explore Brazil by the
Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494. This treaty drewiaraginary line across the American
continent and divided it into two for the exploaats of the Spanish and the Portuguese.

At the beginning of Brazil's colonization, the Rgguese only transported
exploitable wealth back to Europe. After 1530, Bguese started to settle in Brazil. In
time, settlement required an administrative systBnazil was divided into fourteen
captaincies that later shaped the territorial aolitigal patterns of the modern Brazil.
Until the beginning of the fcentury, Brazil was the main source of the Porésgu
economy. Sugar and coffee plantation and gold rginivere the main economic
activities in Brazil, which provided the Portuguesgth big wealth. Portuguese
administration led to the establishment of big farfatifundias Brazilian economy was
based on extracting wealth from the land, and ¢al®ystem had never developed or
encouraged industrialism in the country. A very Bmparcentage of the population had
controlled a vast majority of land. This substdhtiahaped the economic and political
developments as well as social struggles in Bedigl then.

Mainly three groups had been powerful in Brazilemonomy and politics. These
groups were great landowners, merchants and dladers. Valuable traded goods such
as coffee and sugar were cultivatedlatifundias by the African slaves. Then few

merchants brought them into Europe. This substéntidecreased the cost of
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agricultural production. The concentration of lamdd dependence on the export of
agricultural goods were significant characteristidsBrazil before independence, and

their effects have still seen today. After indwdiziation, new classes get power in

politics and economics but it has been never ptestibsolve the land issue. Hence, this
land problem, which had caused many social reagtvas also one of the basic reasons
that led the MST to rise.

Brazil declared its independence on December 1,218he process of
independence started after the invasion of Portioig&rance. Napoleon’s army invaded
Portugal in 1808 and as a result of this, monarokead to Brazil and stayed there until
1821. When King Joao VI returned to Portugal, Hietlkee Crown Prince in Rio. A year
after, the Prince declared the independence ofiBtamself as its Emperor Pedro I.
After a short war, which ended in 1824, Portugabalecognized this independence.
After him, his son Pedro Il became the king anédWrazil until the end of the imperial
era in 1888.

The imperial system was replaced with a federalarbieral presidential
parliamentary one. This so called Old Republic eénde 1930 during the Great
Depression with a movement headed by Getulio Vatpas aimed to reform the
political and the electoral system. Old Republiesonomy was based on coffee
production and trade. Brazil was hence dependethermoney that came from the
export of coffee as well as foreign loans. Aftee tBld Republic, Vargas governed the
country until the end of the Second World War. Istdial and urban classes had started
to emerge in the Old Republic but they had acquimede power during Vargas’ rule.

Criticisms against the prevailing order increasgdtiie establishment of the
Communist Party, in a country where workers rigivere tightly controlled by the
government. The fear of communism and the rise asicifm in Europe quickly
influenced Brazil, and the Vargas government suggwe and forbid both the right and
the left wing revolutionary parties. After then, igdas governed through a dictatorship
until the end of the World War 1l. He cooperatedhathe Northern landowners against

the peasants as well as the workers in Brazil.
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A democratic constitution was established in 194@ugh the democratic order
had quickly been replaced by a military coup in 498he first president of the
democratic era was General Eurico Gaspar Dutragagabecame president again but
with an election this time after Dutra’s term. Aftéargas first Juscelino Kubitschek,
then Janio Quadros and Joao Goulart took the mmesydchair. Military overthrew
Goulart on 31 March 1964 by fearing his Marxistrliegs® During the post-war era
until the military takeover, there was an incregspower of workers through the
Communist Party, and the peasants through differerganizations as Ligas
Campesinas, Ultabs and Master. For instance, i® J®@dssures from the Communist
Party succeed in introducing into the text of then&itution the concept that ‘the use of
property is subordinated to social well-being’,atheg legal limits to property rights.
Also, Communist Party unified the demand for agmarieform and labour rights for
rural workers’® This period was also the efficient integration mdtionalism and
industrialization in Brazil. This era can be chaesized by economic nationalism, state-
guided modernization, and import substitution trgddécies. American led economic
growth and increasing foreign aid from the US patedway for the Brazilian miracle.

The contradictions between the masses and the élité much more to do with
elite fears of a mass uprising, supposedly ingddty international communism, than
with the reality of social revolution. What the tel elsewhere might have seen as
popular democratic mobilization, the Brazilian editsaw as revolutionary change that
threatened their well-beirfg.At that point, Goulart preferred to act closeeti parties
and movements. Education reform started, and clsaaigeed to improve the conditions
of the peasants and workers. This brought the érmisgpresidency and democracy in
Brazil. Under the Cold War conditions, Brazil movedleft which US would not let

20 “History” http://www.brazilianembassy.org.za/links/brazilbrief/4-Brazil-HISTORY.pdfAccessed on
06 September 2008
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happen. When the fears of the elites were linkatierofits of the US, military regime
took the control of the country.

The Brazilian economy doubled its per capita incdroen 1820 to 1948° As
mentioned before, the economy of the country wasd@n agricultural products. Main
export goods of the country were coffee, cocoabeuband tobacco. Brazil was
exporting agricultural goods and raw materials, baging value-added goods. Because
of the importance of agricultural goods for Brazi, was not possible for the
governments take side against landowners or trycagrral reform. This type of
economy started to change during the presidend¥aagas in the 1930s. The aim was
transform the economy from agricultural to indudtone in which state enterprises
takes efficient roles. State made most of its itmesits on transport, energy and basic
industry. State aimed to finish infrastructuralestments, which would open the way of
industrial expansion. As a result of these, Brazier capita income grew by an average
of over 3.5 per cent per year. In the period ofdstsgrowth in the 1950s, it grew by
more than 4.5 per cent a yéér.

Coming to President Joao Goulart, he aimed at tsavsuffrage, land reform -
both rural and urban-, and restrictions on foraigpital and education reform. During his
rule, the power of the Communist Party and the @&asnovements increased the
political tension. Also, the Cuban Revolution afégtthe whole continent and desire for
a similar transformation. Goulart also implemenéededucation reform -with Freire’s
and his own ideas-, which would educate millionsilliterate peasant. Struggle of
people annoyed the Brazilian elite that owned mb&nd and wealth of the country, as
well as the US, which did not definitely want aratiCuban experience. All of these led
to the military regime, which governed Brazil dgithe next two decades. Between
1964 and 1985, Brazil saw five presidents; all wegenerals in armed forces.
Democratic rights of people were suspended. Mamvidual and collective rights

23 Fabiano Abraches Silva Dalto. “Government, Magwd Development: Brazilian Economic
Development in Historical Perspective” (Ph.D. dismiversity of Hertfordshire, 2007), 61.

2 Dalto, 76.

16



could not be enjoyed. For instance, collective bmigg was eliminated and strikes
were outlawed® The first half of the military period was calledwrever as Brazilian
Miracle. The falling rates of investment, growthdasavings in the first half of the 1960s
were conversed by tax and fiscal reforms underntilgary regime. After tax and
finance systems were reorganized by reforms, estéirted to appear. The tax burden
increased from 16 per cent of GDP in 1963 to 22¢eett of GDP in 1966 and then 25
per cent of GDP in 196%. There was an extraordinary growth and raise iestments.
Between 1968 and 1973, the rate of real growth DPGvas 11.2%. Such a rate could
not be reached again for Brazil after then. To daepnport substitution process,
government invested 21.2% of the GBPThe state’s investment spread from basic
areas to electricity, petroleum and telecommurocedireas.

The Brazilian Miracle and great economic growthezhtby the mid seventies.
Until the end of 1970s, Brazilian economy contingedyrow but not with great rates.
During the period 1974 and 1980, the average ofilia real growth rate of GDP was
6.9 per cent® This slowing down of the economy was the resulbibfcrises and the
problems of national market. Brazil invested adotl created great production potential
but the demand was not so huge and this narroneedhtirket. What's more, Brazilian
export growth rates never exceed world trends. \When world economic boom came
to end, Brazilian economy started to slow down algth the effect of oil crises.
Government could not reach the figures of the BieziMiracle and their aims within
the Second National Plan of Development (Il PND), §overnment left this plan. The
investments and social expenditures of the govenbmere cut. The fall in public
investment was 32.5 percent in the four years df®&6. This cut was followed by the
private sector. The main power of the Brazilianreoay was the public enterprises.

% “History” http://www.brazilianembassy.org.za/links/brazilbrief/4-Brazil-HISTORY.pdfAccessed on
06 September 2008
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When public cut investment, this affected privagxter also. This deepened the
economic slow down. GDP growth rate was 7.9 pat between 1974 and 1976. This
rate decreased to 6.5 per cent between 1976 ardl F8&Gm 1979 onwards, when the
international crisis got worse and domestic inflatrose (29 per cent in 1975 to 43 per
cent in 1978), the government adopted even greagrictions on public spendifiy.
The end of the 1970s was the bridge between the-lgtd economic model and the
neoliberal one. Oil crisis, decreasing growth rated insufficient market size deepened
the economic crisis, which was going to end mygiteegime and its economic model.
The important thing, which made things worse, wed Brazil continued to use loans to
pay her increasing oil bills and old debts.

By 1979, things worsened for Brazil and world eaqogoSecond oil price shock
in October and November of 1979 led the doublingntérnational interest rates. To
meet this challenge, President Delfim Notto elinmadaexport subsidies, corrected
public prices and tariffs, eliminated prior deposit imports and devalued national
currency’® However, none of these precautions could avoiddbeing big economic
and debt crises at the beginning of the 1980sjrevalism was promoted as the remedy
to overcome them.

The crisis atmosphere of the 1970s and worseningagic conditions caused
more social reactions against the military govemimBuring economic growth, it was
easy to keep people under control by economic giélowever, deteriorating economic
conditions led people to raise their voices agdimstmilitary regime and the economic
system it protected. In the rural areas, land oataps, within which MST was first
recognised, started and workers got increasingigruzed. First occupation was Macali
during the military period in 1979. Then Macali walowed by Santa Catarina, Parana,
Sao Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul occupations. dvjlitegime could not stop and
suppress peasant movements anymore. Mobilizatrotisei rural areas affected the big

cities as well. Workers started to fight for denati@, social and labour rights. Strikes in

2 palto, 129-130.
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big industrial cities such as Sao Paulo paved tag for the rise of Lula as a powerful
leader and throughout these events PT was founded.

In 1979, President Joao Baptista Figueiredo bega&nprocess of restoring
political rights. The aim of these reforms was autg a revolution, which would be led
by workers and peasants. It was obvious that mjilitagime did not have full support of
the US and its economic success came to an ende TWas a great opposition to the
military government and social opposition demanded wages to be calculated
according to the inflation rate. In the North, Nma&st, and even in the relatively
prosperous Rio Grande do Soul, rural people sairesed, private lands, forcing the
government to create a new land reform ministrynsi@ns with the Roman Catholic
Church, the major voice for societal change, peakedhe early 1980s with the
expulsion of foreign priests involved in politicahd land reform issues. Many of the
exiles returned to Brazif: In 1982, the country held direct elections fotesigovernors.
This was the first election after nearly two desade 1984, nationwide demonstrations
were made for democracy and immediate direct elestiThe aim was accomplished
and elections made and after years there was lgpcesident Almelda Neves in Brazil.
Following the formation of the Constituent AssemldyOctober 1988 new constitution
of Brazil came into force.

While political scene was witnessing such greatdf@amations, economic arena
somehow started to be dominated by neoliberal idéail economy experienced low
economic growth, high inflation tending to hypelation and high public deficit during
the 1980s. In this process, Brazilian governmemexwthe debt of the private sector,
decreased its investments and expenditures. Watkadiwices of IMF, Brazil reduced its
domestic expenditures, raised interest rates, addced real wages. 1980s was a lost
decade for Brazil. During all these years, theestabk measures to pay her debts.
However, while real net sources, transferred ouBuaizil, were more than 75 billion

dollars, the total debt still increased from 74idl dollars to 115 billion dollars. Hence,
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while Brazil could not reduce her debt, her groatid investments rates decreased and
fluctuated during the 1980s. What's more, inflatjpeaked together with the interest
rates, increasing from 46.3 per cent in 1980 to7Z@er cent in 198%. Government
declared many plans to reverse the economic immi&atl986 Cruzado Plan, 1987
Bresser Plan and 1989 Summer Plan attempted tiizgaihe economy but they could
not succeed.

Fernando Collor de Mello was elected as presided®B9 according to the new
constitutional and election system. Collor can beeated as the starter of neoliberal
structural reforms. First, import tariffs were rdiyi decreased. Majority of the non-tariff
barriers were abolished in 1980Then privatizations were launched, and over adica
133 public enterprises were privatized. From th@seatizations, Brazilian government
earned over 105 billion dollars. Other neolibertductural reforms such as the
liberalization of finance followed suit. Howevehgetresults were even worse than those
of the 1980s. During the 1980s, Brazil's growtherat GDP was 3.03 per cent and it
was only 1.82 per cent in the 1990s.

Neoliberalism achieved few things in Brazil, theghanportant one being the
price stability shortly after the Real Plan in 1994e heat of inflation decreased and
after years it was taken under control. In 1994, ittlation rate was over 2000 per cent.
In one year, it decreased to two digits number® dlimbers have been never so high
after then. The only success of the neoliberalrne$ocan be its struggle with inflation.
These reforms could not increase economic growtie. growth numbers are not even
close to their levels during the much-criticizeatstled period of the 1960s and 1970s.

Starting from the 1990s, the neoliberal reforms envapplied by every new
president without opposition. First Itamar Franconi 1992 to 1994, then Fernando
Henrigue Cardoso was president for two terms @002 After Cardoso, Lula da Silva
from Workers Party became president of Brazil. €hsas great hope for his changing

%2 Dalto, 160-171.

%3 Edmund Amann and Werner Baer. “Neoliberalism aadCbnsequences in Brazilburnal of Latin
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the neoliberal policies but Lula could not succeddt in this sense. Still, the PT gained
more and more electoral support in years and wectiehs of small municipalities and
then states as Sao Paulo. In rural areas on tlee b#md, the MST gained power and
engaged in more occupations and members. More niaftbon of their historical
progress will be given in the next chapters.

Throughout all these changes, there have beenhiwgstthat never changed: the
concentration of land in few hands, and the hugelgdween poor and rich. These two
issues are main issues that led to the rise oMB&. Also, neoliberal policies made
things worse and the economic conditions of ther p@came worse. This was why the

MST attracted people’s attention and support vernigkdy starting from the 1990s.

2.2 Short History of Mexico

Mexico’s history has similarities with the histooy Brazil. However, there are
also a lot of differences as well. First of all, ilghBrazil did not host any central and
developed civilization, Mexico was the land of dread warrior civilizations such as
the Mayas and the Aztecs. Mayan civilization begarform fifteen centuries before
Christ. Maya civilization continued till 1200 AD bits decline started from 900 AD.
Then Toltecs gained power and then Aztec empirari8bed. Aztec empire ruled
Mesoamerica region until Cortes came and ended/iode civilization.

Cortes arrived the Aztec land in 1519 and with Hedp of the Tlaxcalans,
Spanish destroyed the Aztec Empire in 1521. Spdmgjan to acquire vast fortunes in
commodities such as silver, cacao and dyestuffs. gériod was a definitely a massacre
and also be called as a genocide against Indiagati\Nhalf of the Indian population
died because of the illnesses that came from Eummeases and overwork cut the
native population from 12 million in 1520 to onellion by 1720. This decrease in
population also caused the capture of the Africampge as slaves in the next centufres.

Until the independence of Mexico, Spain used Mexisder main source of empire and

% «A Snopshot of Mexican Histonyittp:/hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/exhibitions/meiome _line.pdf
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an unequal exchange settled between the two gdugemBesides wealth and power
became concentrated in few hands and this contienmtreaused many struggles and
even a revolution in Mexico. Mexico hdwhciendassystem similar tdatifundias in
Brazil. Very small group of landowners had the mgjoof the lands and a very large
group of landless poor was generated by this systéoneover, Mexican economy got
depended on the export of raw materials to Eurépe.instance, two third of world’s
silver was supplied by Mexico. This heritage drath®e road map of Mexican
development and lies behind the political and eognostruggles going on in the
country.

Mexican reasons of independence were similar & Ws. First of all, local
middle class got tired from sharing their wealththwBpain. Then, the war began
between Spain and France. This caused Spain lotkeder colonies to pay her
mounting expenses. Also, this war created oppdstuto fight for independence.
Independence war started and ripened with two tgri€srst Miguel Hidalgo started the
struggle in Dolores. On the way of Mexico City, atigt forces defeated Hidalgo’'s
army. He was executed on 30 July 1811. Then, JomeaMMorelos took the role of
Hidalgo and had some success in western and soutlaets of country. However, he
could not also see the end and was shot on 22 DexelB15. Finally Augustin Iturbide
led the independence war and succeeded in thisebipelp of rebel leaders. On"2f
September, Mexico City was captured and 28 Septerh®21 was the first day of
independent Mexico.

From 1821 to 1857, Mexico was ruled under all sat governments from
dictatorship to republican governments to monaschigter independence, Augustin
declared the country as empire but this lastedofdy a year. Then a junta governed
Mexico till the preparation of the 1824 constitutioFirst president of Mexico was
Guadalupe Victoria and then nearly fifty differggdvernments tried to control Mexico
for long periods though none of them achieved thlgs unstable period was also a
period of struggle over Texas and war between Mezgiod the US between 1846 and
1848. At the end of this war, Mexico nearly lostfltd her land which includes Texas,

California and New Mexico for $15 million.
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Under the presidency of Ignacio Comonfort, thestibution of 1857 was made.
However, this constitution had very radical elemsenhich caused a division between
liberals and conservatives. Some of these radleatents were the abolishment of the
privileges of military and Church, restrictions @&hurch holdings, prohibition of
slavery, and secularization of education and gueesn of civil liberties. These
economic and political reforms damaged the intsrekthe conservatives and led to the
War of Reform. Important thing about those reforwess that they were not coming
from the people but from few liberal politicianshi$ was a reform that was imposed
from the top so that the reforms remained inconediet the majority of the people. This
was also one of the reasons behind the Mexican|R#moin 1910s.

The War of the Reform continued for three years ahdling this time
conservative presidents ruled Mexico. Then liberalsccupied Mexico City. Benito
Juarez became president but his precautions agirtpldebt payments to fix Mexican
economy did not favour by Spain, Great Britain dfdnce. France re-established
monarchy in Mexico and Maximilian, Austrian archéukbecame new emperor between
1864 and 1867. Opposition to the monarch was sogthat it could not continue. The
republic was re-established in 1867. Then, a nenogestarted for Mexico, which was
characterized by Porforio Diaz.

Porforio Diaz’ period was a period of politicabbtlity and economic growth.
Diaz period could be named as order and progrdss: & half century of war, civil war
and disorder in politics, Diaz governed Mexico owbree decades. Under such
conditions, it was also not possible for Mexicontake sustainable economic growth
before Diaz. Stabilization in Mexico attracted fgre capitalists to invest ther& Also,
the discovery of oil in Mexico at the end of™8entury increased the flow of money.
These investments were mainly used to construkbaais and the development of the
communication systems. Mexican government investednfrastructure and wish to
attract more investment and development in industg/trade.

Mexico achieved a lot in this period. The railroggistem was only 800
kilometres in 1876 but reached to more than 190@0netres by 1910 during the Diaz

% Burton, Kirkwood. “History of Mexico” (Westport: @enwood Publishing Group, 2000), 116
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period. Average Mexican growth was more than 8geet during this period. However,
this growth was mainly absorbed by the elites.uralrareas, land became valuable by
the railroad, land speculators and commercialisatib agriculture. Peasants lost their
lands in this period and forced to move big citspecially to Mexico City. About 90
per cent of the rural families had still no landta¢ end of the Diaz period. Cities
however did not meet the needs of so much peoptek&ks have to work under very
bad conditions for very low wages. The strategg@inomic development depended on
low wages of workers with foreign investment angh@x. So, most of the population
could not benefit from the economic growth and waserned under a dictatorship
which did not allow them to benefit from the rightisey acquired by the 1857
Constitution. In 1893, infant mortality (death befothe age of one) was 323 per
thousand in Mexico City as opposed to London's 4dd Boston's 120. In 1895 life
expectancy was 30 years and the 1910 census ®dssif percent of Mexican houses as
unfit for human habitation. A 1900 survey in Mexi€ity showed that 15,000 families
(16 percent of the population) were homeless. Hetiee accumulated wealth was not
trickling down?’ This led to workers’ oppositions but most of thereveither ignored or
crushed by the government. For instance, therdatas unrest with major strikes at the
Orizaba, Veracruz textile mill in 1906-07 and inpper mines at Cananea, Sonora in
1906. In the latter strike, Diaz allowed foreignehsizona state rangers, to cross the
border to quash the strike, killing workerBhings were not so good for the peasants as
well. They worked onhaciendiasfor little wages. These economic and political
conditions were basic reasons that led to revalutidMexico.

Diaz period ended by the treaty of Ciudad Juamek9il1 and a civil war started
between revolutionary movements struggle for domgea Civil war or Mexican
revolution had continued for a decade. Franciscdavia became president after Diaz’s
exile to France. However, Madero could not eithecceed to respond the wish of

people. Different groups understood different tkirfgom revolution which caused a
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decade long ongoing struggle. Victoriano Huertaktoontrol after Madero. However,
Huerta could not achieve full control over the MexiPresidency changed many times
after then but mostly Venustiano Carranza conttotlee country. In 1916, election
called for constitutional convention. The constdaotwas announced on 5 February
1917. This constitution shaped the new state ofibbeX hree characteristics of the state
above all others were representative democracysidqaetial dictatorship and
corporatisnt® Also, Article 27 guaranteed communal right of laamttl restored subsoil
rights to own minerals and especially oil by Mexigaation. Article 123 gave rights to
workers and created a balance between workersambmic elites. Article 130 limited
the Church and gave the state control over it. @hbsee articles symbolized new
constitution and its radical features.

During the revolution years, two important figunegsed the spirit of struggle
and resistance in Mexico: Pancho Villa and Emilidagpata. Especially Zapata became
the heroic figure of revolution. Even today, he ednthe most important movement of
Mexico, the EZLN. Zapata’'s experience in the saftiMexico and his Plan de Ayala
inspired many people, and still have effects offied#ht groups and movements. The
importance of Zapata and Villa was that they showes possibility of revolution in
Mexico.

With the election of Alvaro Obregon, stability reted to Mexico after 10 years
of struggle. This period until the end Cardenasipency was the continuation of the
Mexican revolution. Liberal experimentation and elepment in peasants and workers’
life was seen in this period. Most successful adngents for them had been done in
this period. The end of Cardenas period was akseial of the Mexican revolution.

To understand why, one needs to investigate gldbel Cardenas period. Firstly,
improving and developing Mexico in all manners cbulot be possible without
education. Educational reform had been launchedldse Vasconcelos, Obregon’s
minister of education. The reforms continued in gegiods of President Calles and
President Cardenas. These reforms aimed to credieatonal opportunities for

3 Juan Felipe, Leal. “The Mexican State: 1915-1978istorical Interpretationt.atin American
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everyone, decrease the role of Church and incliede ad socialist agenda into
educatior?® Land reform had also been forced before Cardénaghe most significant
turning point was the era of his presidency. Unerpresidency the railroads and oil
industry were nationalized. State increased ite riol economy and became more
powerful to give direction all sectors of econonBarty of the Mexican Revolution
established in 1938 in which the role and powdabbur increased. Moreover, Mexican
government distributed almost 50 million acresafd. This was more than twice the
amount distributed by any previous presidents sireder*°

After Cardenas, Camacho became the president arstrgad Mexico during the
war. The era beginning with Camacho had most da#fetts on today’s Mexico. If it is
needed to formulize, great economic development gmogvth but also getting away
from revolution and turning to right had charaded this period. During this era, like
Brazil, Mexico also experiences an economic miraéte instance, 120 per cent growth
in industry and 100 per cent growth in agricultusals seen during this period. On the
other hand, labour’'s rights were restricted andl laeforms policies were ignored.
Workers and peasants survived due to their gainagiCardenas.

The economy was based on import substitution imidligation model till the
crisis of the 1970s and 1980s. State intervendatieneconomy by owning companies,
building infrastructure that private sector coutat achieve by itself and support private
sector with different tools such as subsidies. iRstance, President Aleman built dams
along the nation’s major river systems, roads aibermnational airport in Mexico City. In
his time, state fully controlled labour movementotigh unions directly linked to the
government. Also, President Aleman was the chiehitect of new departures in the
official party, including the change of its nameorfr the Party of the Mexican
Revolution to the PRI. PRI became the name of diftehe end of century. All

oppositions and drawbacks had to be within parhe PRI did not let any challenge to
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its rule. Parallel to the economic successes,dimmscould be achieved until the end of
1960s.

Until 1968, everything was very fine for PRI. Megiwished to crown miracle
with the prestigious of Olympic games. However, 8¥mosphere affected student
movements, which wanted to react against socialsiiges and anti-democratic
applications during the Games. The outcome was Wewe disaster. Protest
demonstration in Tlatelolco Plaza ended with pofice. More than 100 people died
there despite officially 39 deaths were acceptdus Wwas a turning point for PRI.
Political disappointments were going to be linkedhweconomic disaster during the
1970s and 1980s.

Luis Echeverria was elected as president in 18if@&tion began to occur in his
first years. Government responded to this by irsirgagovernment expenditures and
subsidies. However, this could not achieve econostability or lower inflation.
Moreover, Echeverria’s policies caused the ris¢hef national debt. President Portilla
after Echeverria continued the same way. Also, adisry of new oil lands and
increasing oil prices caused flush of money intoxide. Mexico only delayed the
problems that had to be faced. These problems imereasing foreign indebtedness,
overvaluation of the peso and growing current-antdmbalances*' Despite the
signals seen in 1971-72 and 1975-76 recessions? 1@t crisis undercovered
everything and absolutely ended Mexican economracte.

After 1982, state role in the economy and impatissddised model was fiercely
criticized and neoliberal transformation started/iexico. It was declared that neoliberal
reforms would solve the problems but as in Brazd tesults were not so good for the
majority. Under the presidency of De la Madrid, Iif@ral transformation started
through the directions of IMF. First of all, Mexiceduced its expenditures in GDP and
eliminated artificial price controls on many goddsThe next movement was the

“! Diane E., Davis. “The Dialectic of Autonomy: Sta@ass, and Economic Crisis in Mexico, 1958—
1982" Latin American Perspectivasl.20 No.3 (Summer 1993), 50.

42 Kirkwood, 202.
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privatization of public enterprises. Mexico privagd railways, telecommunication,
natural gas distribution, electrical energy prov&lesatellites, ports, airports, banks and
even social security system. Then, regulationgnanice and protect national industry
eliminated in 1989. This resulted in the increabdoceign direct investmerft Trade
liberalization succeeded in many ways in 1994 byFVA.

As expected, the neoliberal reforms did not chgemany. During the 1990s, the
percentage of urban workers employed fell from #8.81.2, the percentage of unpaid
workers rose from 4.6 to 12, and the percentageldfemployed increased from 16.6 to
22.8% Also, the real wage in manufacturing in 2004 wigsanly 70% of the level in
1980.

The conditions were not better for peasants eitAgticle 27 prevented the
peasants to sell their lands on their own. Changdhis article led to the privatization of
ejidos Wealthy Mexicans and foreign agro-businessmerilye&sok the land from
peasants and this caused more unemployed eith@oro for low wages in the rural
areas or turn into potential workers for factoriéeor peasants sold their lands and this
resulted in the concentration of land in a few tgarftese few landowners run for profit
and made export-oriented agriculture. Mechanizaticagriculture made many peasants
lose their jobs and lands, and move to cities. Was also one of the reason why real
wage could not rise and still at its level in tH88Qs. Real wages were nearly half of the
1975 rate in 2005

The final point to be mentioned on Mexican histargs the change in political
rulers. PRI had ruled the country for over halkeatary that ended in 2000 election with
the victory of PAN. Three events apart from thergeoy were significant to see reasons
of the decreasing credit of PRI in politics. Fioste is 1968 events during the Olympic

games, mentioned above. Second one is the 1985cM&ity earthquake. More than

43 Paul, Cooney. “The Decline of Neoliberalism ahd Role of Social Movements in Latin America” ,
Alternativas al Capitalism{23-25 March 2006, Barcelona), 13.

44 Martin, Hart-Landsberg. “Challenging Neoliberal tfiy: A Critical Look at the Mexican Experience”
Monthly ReviewDecember 2002), 20.

4 Martinez and Baeza, 72.
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20000 people died and government could not reactednately. People got organized
by them and fulfilled their needs by self-organizas and movements. Moreover,
torture chambers in government buildings were redeawhose existence the
government had routinely deni&liThe third issue was the 1988 election. PRI wos thi
election while everyone expected the victory of BRD. PRI used its power to change
the results and lost the trust of people again.

As a result of all these events, EZLN found sugatinditions to start an armed
raise and then widen the struggle. Worsening ecanoamditions by neoliberal reforms
and the desire of people to use social and democights were two main reasons that
led EZLN and many other social movements to risgl@xican politics. EZLN achieved

its success by combining all of these into itsgagia.

2.3. Political Deficiencies in Brazilian and Mexica Politics

The main reason for analyzing political partiesthait they become either
symbols of neoliberalism or symbols of oppositiomeoliberalism. People see political
parties as guilty of applying the neoliberal, atgmocratic policies that destroy their
lives, and therefore avoid them in their persorfldres to earn money to satisfy the
needs of their families. However, political partes also act in an opposite fashion. In
these conditions, political parties become the haoipthe people for ending neoliberal
policies and anti-democratic conditions and reversneoliberalism’s destruction of
people’s lives, letting people express their voicedemocratic ways. As a result, it is
important to investigate the political parties ofekito and Brazil in which either
neoliberalism or opposition to neoliberalism appéarMexico, PRI has been a visible
face of neoliberalism and anti-democracy; in catiran Brazil, PT has been a symbol

of opposition to neoliberalism and hope for dembcrehanges.

46 Kirkwood, 203
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2.3.1. Institutional Revolutionary Party in Mexico

PRI governed Mexico for 47 years in an autocraty W The PRI was the final
incarnation of the pro-revolutionary party, theskEiNational Revolutionary Party (PNR),
founded by President Calles in 1929 as a looseedenétion of local political bosses
and military strongmen grouped together with laboions, peasant organizations and
regional political parties. In its early yearssérved primarily as a means for organizing
and containing the political competition among kk&ders of the various revolutionary
factions. President Cardenas reorganized the PNI®38, renaming it the Party of the
Mexican Revolution (PRM) and giving the PRM an inrgganization divided by
sectors: labor, agrarian, popular and military.f&#g#nt parts of society made politics
from party. As a result of being one party, onlyva make politics was inside of party.
Moreover, ignorance of groups from party could eawgposition from outside or
revolutionary tries. So, PRI organized in a shdy tifferent groups could raise their
voices. In 1946, President Manuel Avila Camachdisbed the military sector, shifted
its members into the popular sector and renamegahty the PRf? After then, party
was more civil, and the army after wars and revohst was taken finally out of politics.

As it discussed above; until the 1970s, Mexico eepeed an economic miracle
under the PRI government. PRI succeed a lot in @ogn For instance, the GDP
increased six-fold, and the population only doublddle the peso-dollar parity was
maintained”’

After this period, however, PRI performance sigmfitly worsened. Harsher
economic conditions coupled with widespread anthrderatic government practices
prepared the way for the decay of the politicatypafFhe years between 1970 and 1982

47 Martinez and Baeza, 73.

8 “|nstitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)Http://countrystudies.us/mexico/84.htmAccessed 05
December 2007.

9 “|nstitutional Revolutionary Partyfittp:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional _Revolatiary Party
Accessed 17 December 2007.
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were a tragic period for Mexico. Socio-economic ljpeons deepened and neither
President Echeverria nor President Portillo’'s eoangolitics could avoid the coming
1982 crisis’® On top of this, as it said above -39 people wetiedk according to
officials- the student protests at the 1968 Olym@ames on 2 October. The
government’'s harsh reaction was a typical exampglearo oppressive regime. No
opposition to the government or its policies wdsriied. As such, the financial crisis
and protests had a significant impact on the dsargdevel of the PRI's public support.

Within a decade, the PRI had lost nearly half sfvibters. Until that time, PRI
won elections with a high majority. The PRI receivts lowest margin of victory ever
in 1988 elections, a dubious 50.7% of all votes,cdswn from 71.6% in 1982 and
98.7% in 1976" Economic failure, crisis and social pressure femdcracy deeply
affected the PRI and caused this great loss okvéterthermore, the PRI faced internal
divisions by the 1980s. The members of the Demiac@irrent were expelled from the
party and went on to form the National Democratiorfe (FDNY? in 1987%° The more
nationalist wing of the PRI came together undeMhag&onal Action Party (PAN), which
took the presidency from the PRI for the first tiom&der the leadership of Vicente Fox
in the 2000 elections.

The PRI era thus ended in 2000. Until 2000 electmeople from inside and
outside the PRI had struggled to change the papgigies. One-party government
under the control of small elite inhibits demoaation and excludes the people. Also,

one-party government can shape the economy alsroyvih wishes, despite the fact that

%0 Aylin Topal, “Meksika’nin Neoliberallgne ve Demokratikigne Siireclerinin Kesim Kiimesi:
Yerellesme Reformalri,"PraxisNo.14 (Winter/Spring 2006), 158.

*1 “|nstitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)Http://countrystudies.us/mexico/84.htikccessed 5
December 2007.

2 The National Democratic Frorfente Democratico Nacionpivas a coalition of left-wing Mexican
political parties created during the 1988 presi@d¢iections, and it is the immediate antecedéthe
Party of the Democratic Revolution. It was restilan agglutination of small political left and cemeft
forces with dissident members of the PRI. The adatei was Cuauhtémoc Cardenas (“National
Democratic Front (Mexico),http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Democratic dit_%28Mexico%29
Accessed 14 January 2008.)

%3 “|nstitutional Revolutionary Party/fittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_Revoletiary Party
Accessed 17 December 2007.
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it harms people’s lives and worsens the economiclitions in general. Especially after
President Cardenas, labor sector of party exclageldfew managers from official union
became the spokesman of whole workers. Officialyrty based on labor sector,
peasants and merchants and middle class. Howeavemradrs party started to follow
benefits of big land owners, traders and indusimners not the majority of society
which is sum up of workers and peasants. This pesaple to struggle against PRI and
organized around other political parties and sogialyements. This point also is very
helpful in rise of EZLN and keeps in mind while &ating the movement.

As mentioned above, neoliberal policies did notifpady influence Mexico.
While it was evident that neoliberalism could naffifi its own promises and was
worsening the economic outlook, the PRI continuedgply neoliberal policies such as
liberalization of the financial system and the ingtof social funds. In addition to such
poor economic policies, the PRI continued its @etinocratic practices and acted as a
barrier to free speech, as exemplified by the 1€188tion. This election resulted in the
victory of the Democratic National Front’s candelaCuauhtémoc Céardenas. However,
the election was rigged and the PRI’'s candidatin&a was declared the new president
of Mexico. Official returns from Mexico's 1988 pidsntial election showed the ruling
party winning just over 50% of the vote, compare@tbout 30% for the leftist National
Democracy Front. Accusations of ballot box stuffirmallot manipulation fraud and
computer glitches manufactured to throw the electm Salinas were hurled at the PRI
by opposition parties when Salinas declared victeith 51% of the votes. Céardenas
argued that he was the actual winner and manyniatienal election observers agreed,
but the election was plagued by widespread comnpfi

Therefore, those who opposed the PRI sought togeharoliberal policies and
create more a democratic Mexico, where people casédtheir civic rights and these

rights could not be stolen by a lucky few.

** Louie Matrisciano, “The Turning Point of the PRRh Analysis of the 1988 Presidential Election in
Mexico,” http://historicaltextarchive.com/sections.php?opwarticle&artid=155Accessed 23 July
2008.
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Receiving help from those in the Chiapas region \whd long been suffering
from neoliberal policies, the EZLN had been prepgritself for an uprising for ten
years. The Zapatistas had repeatedly called foeased autonomy from the ruling PRI,
so that indigenous people could preserve theirtioaadl style of government while
receiving outside suppoit.The EZLN stood against the 70-year, one-party dfilthe
PRI in Mexico, but especially took issue with thgpression that this reign has wrought
on the people of Mexic®. The EZLN composed its opposition to the system ted
PRI with the people’s own resistance and strugbhe. ceasefire and peace negotiations
after the 1994 armed uprising began with the gse@port of the people. One of the
reasons that people supported the EZLN was bedhesewere opposed to the PRI
government and its anti-democratic and neolibedicies. If there had been public
support for the PRI and its government, it would Imave been so easy for the EZLN to

gain opposition supporters.

%5 Antonio Lupher, “Fox and EZLN: The Zapatista Réibelin Mexico,” International Trade26 no. 2
(Summer 2004 )http://www.harvardir.org/articles/1232Accessed 3 May 2008.

%6 http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/mexico/comment/vitigl, Accessed 3 May 2008.
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2.3.2. The Workers’ Party in Brazil

In Brazil, just like in Mexico, a party led societ@pposition, but in a slightly
different way. While the PRI caused social movemméatrise against it as adversaries,
the Workers’ Party (P in Brazil fostered social movements and, in retueteived
support from these social movements in establisbpypsition to the government and
neoliberalism. From the beginning, the PT reachddmally different social groups and
classes with the working class. The PT made thesgpg’ salvation and improvement
an inseparable part of its politics. The most intgnatr group in this process is, of course,
Brazil's huge population of poor and landless pesaThe MST was in large part
formed in the wake created by the PT’s own orgdmnaand it always walked together
with the PT2®

Military forces took office in Brazil in a coup d&t in 1964 and remained in
power until 1985° From the late 1970s, the MST emerged and becasit#evas part of
the country’s democratic transition. In this traiosi, the PT had great importance. It
acted as the vanguard in this struggle for demgciagportant figures from the party as
Lula and other members actively joined the strikiethe end of 1970s and the beginning
of the 1980s. After the military government wasothin out of power, the PT began
showing itself more in politics. The increasing acdteal power of the PT and its

expanding presence in the municipal governmentewéal important cities were also

*"ThePartido dos Trabalhadore@Norkers' Party, or PT) is a left-wing politicanpy in Brazil. It was
officially founded by a group of intellectuals amdrkers on February 10, 1980 at Colégio Sion (Sion
High School) in Sdo Paulo. Brazil's current prestdeuiz Inacio Lula da Silva, was one of its foens|
and is the most famous member of the party at tegept time. The PT was legally recognized as a
political party by the Brazilian Electoral Superioourt on February 11, 1982. The color of the party
red, and its symbol is a red "PT" star with the "Ribel in white. The flag of the party is an intext
white "PT" star on a red background. There are athiity factions {endénciaswithin the PT, ranging
from Articulagaq the center-left group that Lula is a part ofMarxists and Christian socialists. Its
members are known aetistas from the Portuguesgcronym"PT". The party is recognized as one of the
most important left-wing parties of Latin Americ&\(orkers’ Party (Brazil),”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workers%27_Party %28Bil%29 Accessed on 15 January 2008.).

%8 Sungur Savran, “Brezilya’da Lula Faciad®faxis14 (Winter/Spring 2006), 125-126.

59 “Brazil,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BrazjlAccessed 10 December 2007.
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important catalysts for the growing social moversent Brazil. Experiences and
successes in these cities led many people to gmillsmovements more actively.

The PT’'s growing power also helped synchronize rofoeial movements and
judicial fields. The MST and the PT emerged outtlté same process of political
mobilization that helped produce the transitiondemocracy, and they have since
maintained close ti€¥. Strikes, demonstrations and other activities werade in
cooperation against the military government. Inirtbeganizations, Lula and other trade
union leaders who took important roles in the PThga significant importance. By
calling for a new constitution and the democratorabf Brazil, they established the PT
and in time they came to power. Lessons from thgbing process were important for
the development of the MST and other social movesadrhe participatory democracy
and economic experiences of municipalities underddntrol of the PT and the World
Social Forum* particularly helped in the democratic strugglefie MST used the
opportunities provided by the PT and acted in tiema created by the PT. The PT is not
a mere basic thing that helped in the establishroktiie MST, but rather a significant
foundation. The MST and the PT share their memlmeasty peasants have membership
in both groups. Their growth is parallel. As Pe8tedile, one of the leaders of the MST,

said in an interview,

The MST has historical connections to the PT—bogihewborn during
the same time period. In the countryside therenaary activists who
helped to form the PT and work for the MST, ancewersa. There’s
been a natural overlap of giving mutual assistamwdeile always

% peter P. Houtzager, “The Movement of the Land(®3T), Juridical Field, and Legal Change in
Brazil,” in Boaventura de Sousa Santos and Ces&oflriguez-Garavito, edd.aw and Globalization
From Below: Towards a Cosmopolitian Legalftyambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 234

®1 The World Social Forum (WSF) is an annual meetialgl by members of the anti-globalization (using
the term globalization in a doctrinal sense, niiteaal one) or alter-globalization movement to atinate
world campaigns, share and refine organizing grase and inform each other about movements from
around the world and their issues...The WSF was spedsin part, by the Porto Alegre government, led
by the Brazilian Worker's Party (PT) (“World Sockdrum,”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Social Forymccessed 31 January 2008.).
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maintaining a certain autonomy. The majority of awtivists, when
they opt for a party, generally choose the®PT.

While there is a close connection between the Y the MST, the latter was
never completely or inextricably linked to the Pidats politics. The MST has always
defended its autonomy vigorously. Many of its merslsre also members in the PT or
different religious organizations, but the MST does allow itself to be led by the PT or
by any other organizations.

This autonomy is the result of their educationaidglines, as Harnecker has
observed. These guidelines create the type of ataffleaders capable of making the
organization succeed. One other fact about théioeldetween the MST and the PT is
that the MST is able to criticize wrong politicstbe PT, as a result of their autonomy.
When the PT did not do enough to generate agri@llteforms, the MST continued to
undertake land occupations on its own, despitéwleorganizations’ close links. When
Lula turns away from leftist politics and estabéisiclose links with neoliberal politics,
the MST raises its voice. In 2003, the MST madeeatgmarch to the capitol city in
order to criticize the PT politics that it perceiv® be flawed.

While the PT engaged the government and the MSTiped lands, each of
them has supported the other to make reforms e&éwevever, the MST never let the
PT lead the movement and never let movement beeamere branch of the other party.
The MST preserves its own autonomy with many deferinstruments, primarily
education. This allows the MST to continue landupations under any conditions and
gives it the right to criticize the PT when it l@les that the PT has done something
wrong.

While PT emerged from same sources of MST, whyethisr a distinction
between them. This mostly laid on PT’s policies.ytars, MST developed itself and
made important changes in movement but never gova@l main ideas. In contrast, PT -
after many electoral defeats after 1989 electiohthée 2002 victory- made some moves

to the right. In first times, aims and words wererenradical and PT was more like a

%2 Joao Pedro Stedile, “Landless Battalioméeiv Left Review5 (May-June 2002),
http://www.newleftreview.org/A2390Accessed 3 May 2008.
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proletariat party. However, Lula and other leadsw that to win elections, they have to
soften their words and programs and cooperate ngkit wing parties. In 2002 election,
Lula showed a businessman Jose Alencar from Lideaaly as vice-president. Also,
Lula declared Brazil will pay its debt and contineecooperate with IMF. PT achieved
many things as fight against hunger in Brazil outime there is gap occurred between
movements and party. So, MST again depended origpaogd its own power to change
something. This experience also shows why MST ptstautonomy and gives too much

importance on it.

2.3. The Role of Religion and the Church

Above, neoliberal and political conditions analyzedsee how they led these
movements’ raise. While analyzing the conditions/imch the EZLN and the MST took
root, it is clear that religion, the Church andesally Liberation Theolodi} have also
played a very important part. The role of Liberatitheology cannot be ignored, neither
in the case of Brazil nor in the case of Mexico.Mexico, supporters of liberation
theology and other progressive branches of the diat&hurch support the poor and
their movements. However, the effects of liberatibeology in Brazil are even more
visible.

In Mexico, the armed uprising of the EZLN beganearly 1994 and ended
within a few weeks, under pressure from civil sbgieghe army and the government.

The bishop of San Cristobal de Las Casas, Samue| Rok a very important role in

83« iberation theology is a school of theology wittthe Catholic Church that focuses on Jesus Cisist
not only the Redeemer but also the Liberator ofojygressed. It emphasizes the Christian mission to
bring justice to the poor and oppressed, partibutarough political activism...At its inception, ivation
theology was predominantly found in the Catholiai€h after the Second Vatican Council. It is often
cited as a form of Christian socialism, and it Bapyed widespread influence in Latin America and
among the Jesuits...In essence, liberation theolgghpees the relationship between Christian,
particularly Roman Catholic, theology and politieativism, particularly in areas of social justipeyerty
and human rights” (“Liberation Theologyhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberation_theologfccessed 30
December 2007.).

37



ending the armed struggle and in starting negotiatibetween the EZLN and the
government. Since the 1994 uprising, Ruiz has bleerarea’s chief mediator, trying to
establish peace in the southernmost corner of Mexithere indigenous communities,
led by the Zapatista guerrilla group, are fighttogoreserve their traditions and ensure
just treatment from both the federal government éedlocal oligarchy: Bishop Ruiz
explained their role and view in an interview alofos:

...0ur role is to seek the unity and reconciliatidnath the different
groups in Chiapas...There can be no peace if there jgstice. Justice
means bringing down from their throne those whopreleged and
elevating those who are humble to the same heiglies.need real
unity, not some people overrunning othefS...

Not only Ruiz but also other religious men havevaty joined the struggles of
the EZLN. It is claimed there are 134 religious amergy involved in the EZLN®
Religious have impacted and supported the movema&nonly through their ideas, but
also by providing members. The idea of resisting) stnuggling against the injustice and
inequity that shapes life in Mexico and the wordstrongly supported by liberation
theology. The idea of bringing the Kingdom of Gadthhe world rather than passively
waiting for it to arrive forces and encourages pedp join the movement and take
active part in the struggle. Religion lets peoptact, not just wait for salvation in
another world. To clarify the importance of religicn Mexico, when asked to define
their religious persuasion, 95% of Mexicans repbat they are Christians, with 89%
identifying as Roman Catholic and 47% attendingrchuservices weekly. In absolute
terms, after Brazil, Mexico has the world's largpspulation of Catholic&’ Clearly,

religion is important in both the shaping of natbmdentity and in the shaping of

8 “Interview with Samuel Ruiz, http:/flag.blackened.net/revolt/mexico/commentriinterview.htm)
Accessed 4 January 2008.

% “Interview with Samuel Ruiz.”

8 «Catholic fractures widen in Mexico. (divison ine church), http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-
16743096.htmlAccessed 6 January 2008.

67 “Mexico,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico#ReligigrAccessed 7 January 2008.
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resistance movements. When clergy is against tbkbeeal economy and its supporters,
people can then identify themselves with movemsuth as the EZLN more easily. As
a result, religion is important in the growth oétBZLN.

As stated above, Brazil has the world’s largestutaton of Catholics. Religion
is an important part of people’s daily lives. Cleaidence of this can be seen in the
practices of the MST. Thmnistica of the MST carries clear signs of Catholicism. The
basis of the MST'anisticais the culture of the peasantiMistica can translate into
English as mysticism, millenarianism and mystigbet none of these words exactly
communicate the Portuguese meaniNstica, in this sense, is understood to be a
symbolic political representation and a social nmgst framework for the
interpretation and articulation of a counter-hegeima@lternative by MST participants;
in other words, it is cognitive praxi8.It is anchored in the telluric energy of the
peasants who call for participation and recognitidalues and feelings feed this
mistica It is also influenced by two important mysticalrnents: the Christian and the
Marxist® Parallel to the example of the EZLN, religion dows feed and support the
MST in solely abstract ways. The Church has alsipsued the MST with its clergy,
organizations and land. As a result, the MST wds ttbmake use of these advantages
to become hugely powerful within Brazil.

The most important religious organization that sarpppthe MST has been the
Pastoral Land Commission (CPT). From the mid-19#@sgard, priests and laymen have
traveled the countryside together, proclaiming tleed for peasants to organize and
struggle to solve their problems not in heaven, bete on earth’ Perhaps it is

somewhat pretentious, but it is claimed that theTM8ginated in southern Brazil as the

®8paniela Issa, “Praxis of Empowerment: Mistica andbiization in Brazil's Landless Rural Workers’
Movement,”Latin American Perspectivdssue 153, Vol. 34 no.2 (March 2007), 126.

% Plfnio Arruda Sampaio, trans. Plinio Arruda Sarapdihe Mistica of the MSThttp://www.landless-
voices.org/vieira/archive-05.phtmi?rd=MSTICAOF65tgae&sc=3&th=42&se=PAccessed 8 January
2008.

"9 Marta Harnecket,andless Movement-Building a Social Movema#i,
http://www.rebelion.org/harnecker/landless30080P. pdcessed on 6 November 2007.
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result of the ecumenical CPT efforts to link peasanvolved in land struggl€s.
During this period, clergy and the agents of thei€h acted as organic intellectuals for
the poor and landless peasants. Ongoing difficainemic and social conditions
disturbed the Church and they reacted against Wkile the Church gave the
movement men and ideological support, it also gagee material support.

The material support can be either places for mgetor things that are needed
during occupations, such as food. The church jtHedit is, the building, is the meeting
point for peasants and the MST. During these mggtithe MST explains itself, its aim
and the need for land occupation. These meetingsaatinue for months until enough
families decide to join the movement. While thisgsing on, the Church is both a
location place for the meetings, in its buildingsd simultaneously an actor to help
convince peasants to join the occupation. Wherotoeipation starts, the Church gives
food, tents and other materials that families need.

Completely secular and nondenominational, the M8IT undeniably has its
roots in the socio-religious culture of what coble called "liberation Christianity.” We
cannot understand its origins without also alludiaghe role of the Brazilian Church
and in particular the Pastoral Land Commissfofhe bishops and superiors of religious
orders in Brazil's central western region publishedbcument entitled "The Cry of the

Churches" in 1973. In its conclusion, it states:

Capitalism must be defeated: it is the greated{ #w accumulated
sin, the rotten root, the tree that produces abkéhfruits which we
know so well: poverty, hunger, disease, deathar. this reason, we
must pass beyond private ownership of the meangrofluction
(factories, land, commerce, bank3).

" Miguel Carter, “The Landless Rural Workers’ Moverand Agrarian reform in Brazil,” Working
Paper CBS-60-05, Centre for Brazilian Studiesvdrsity of Oxford (October 2003), 4.

2 Michael Léwy, “The Socio-Religious Origins of Bitg Landless Rural Workers Movementfonthly
Reviews2 no.8 (June 2001), 33.

3 Lowy, 34
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Liberation theology, the Catholic Church and theTGie all feeding sources of
the peasant movement, the struggle for land ani®€. The CPT was an early school
for MST members who went on to later become leadktee MST itself. Therefore, it
is important to keep religious influences in minthem examining the MST's rise to
power in Brazil. On the other hand, the EZLN wasoahfluenced and supported by
religious organizations, but not as clearly asha Brazilian case. Nevertheless, this
does not mean that the Church and religion havéeat important or can be eliminated
in the understanding of EZLN history. Religion t8l smportant in an understanding of
the roots of the EZLN.

2.4. Conclusion

The people of Mexico and Brazil have suffered frpoor economic conditions.
Even while the world overall was witnessing a gree@nomic boom, most citizens of
these countries did not see benefits. The natienahomic outlooks even worsened
when a crisis hit at the end of the 1970s and #gnming of the 1980s. People grasped
the drawbacks of hard-line neoliberalism and saat th could not solve social and
economic problems, and so they stood up againbh@ MST and the EZLN became the
main movements in this struggle and people orgdniamund them. The EZLN
struggled against neoliberalism with the goal afueing native rights and a democratic
Mexico. The MST, meanwhile, organized its struggleund the theme of land
occupation.

The issues that the EZLN and MST chose to resist ocontinued to worsen
under neoliberal policies. Restrictions of the deratic rights of the people, worsening
living conditions, unfair land distribution and diecng agricultural conditions have
been the main complaints of these movements. ThE 8& EZLN are clearly reacting
against neoliberalism.

During this time, the Catholic Church and ideadilération theology markedly

influenced and supported these movements. Encaogggiople to struggle and work to
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create an alternative political system becomeseeagih the cooperation of religious
institutions. People are more willing to coopenatth these social movements thanks to
the words of clergy and the material support of@meirch. The MST benefits from this
more, but the EZLN has also grown as a result gipstt from the clergy, as
exemplified by the role of Bishop Samuel Ruiz dgrihe San Andres Accords.

Political parties also affected both of these moswets, although in opposite
directions. In Brazil, the leading political partyie PT, supported the MST, while in
Mexico, the EZLN grew stronger as a result of pgasition to the PRI. In other words,
the MST got support from a legal party that was pérthe political system and the
EZLN received support because of its oppositioa iegal political party.

This chapter has demonstrated the deep consequeingkebal neoliberalism in
the cases of Mexico and Brazil. At the same tiroeall effects such as local Christian
teachings and political parties also affect thessements. Therefore, it is hard to say
that the MST and the EZLN are completely global eraents or that their experiences
are results of solely global effects. It is therefampossible for other locally based
social movements to exactly replicate the expegsraf the MST or the EZLN in other
parts of the world.

Many local conditions that have been crucial indkgelopment of the MST and
the EZLN cannot be found in other parts of worlds An example, in other social
movements, religion is often exploited by consevest and by groups who profit from
the maintenance of a certain political system. @kanf the status quo system is
generally not desired by religion and its clergy.tlhe cases of the MST and EZLN,
however, religion became a catalyst for changes d¢tbvious then that it is not possible
to exactly replicate their roots in different sdilit as it will be discussed in the next
chapters, the MST and EZLN have never made suclaim.cThis does not mean
however, that the MST and EZLN ultimately have ffec or influence for other social
movements around the world.

The next two chapters will expand on these two mums’ foundation and
history. Important events, turning points and costanes will be identified from the

perspective of the movements’ own members. Lookinghese movements’ histories
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from this particular perspective will help us urgtand and analyze whether they could

ever trigger a possible revolution at a broadebaidevel.
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Chapter 3: A Quarter Century of EZLN Resistance, 183 — 2007

EZLN and MST are two important social movements gravide influence and
spirit to the broader resistance movements of tleeldvunder current neoliberal
conditions. After ten years of preparation, the Edhunched its struggle on the day the
North American Free Trade Agreement(NAFTA) came fiarce, the first day of 1994.
Given that there was almost no resistance agdiestidomination of neoliberal politics
and ideology in Mexico at that time, the rise of tBZLN and its influence was very
significant. The EZLN, with its successes and &lit® pitfalls, shows that resistance is
possible under any conditions. On the other hamel MST, from the beginning of the
1980s, established a new movement and reached ocouhore than one million
participants in just a few decades. The rapid dstabhent of the movement and its
organization and experiences during and after #mel loccupations made the MST
exemplary for other resistance movements in thédwor

The purpose of this and the next chapter is to shbat these movements have
accomplished in the past quarter century. They s@poneoliberalism and anti-
democratic governments in their countries, aimindgulfill the urgent needs of their
people. They obtained help from religious instans and clergy. While religion has
acted with the hegemony to stop the people’s mowm&sn@ many other parts of the
world, it helped significantly in Brazil and Mexicd/ost of these effects have been
analyzed in the previous chapter. Here, underigig of that information, we will see
the process of MST and EZLN development over thet gparter century. The
significance of the organizations’ democratic, mo@rarchical and participatory features
will be outlined and the importance of their povpeactices in shaping their histories
will be explained.

The MST and the EZLN are important not only becatisey started and
continued their resistance under the siege of bealism, but also because they created
their movements by taking lessons from old movesiantl are thus not faced with the

pitfalls of the past. One of their most importantlaistinctive characteristics was their
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rejection of the Leninist type of hierarchical ongaation. Even under such difficult
conditions, they did not change this fundamentghknizational principle, democracy.
They could have used old examples and repeated, tngnthey chose not do this and
instead created a new style of movement by listgetinpeople and learning lessons
from past experiences. “Democracy, equity and gestbecame one of the slogans of
the EZLN, which did not use it as merely a slogant &also applied it to the very
organization of the movement. Leading by obeyinggyple and “Good Government
Juntas” are examples of the application of theseciples. Similar experiences by
different names can also be seen in the MST. Rotatimong the leadership and
organizational staff is one such example. The hsb progress of these groups also
gives important clues and direct signs of theiqueness and importance among today’s

social movements.

3.1. Contestation History of the EZLN

The first day of 1994 was the end of silence. Ftbat point on, people around
the world would turn their heads toward Chidfaend watch out what is happening
there. On that day, a guerilla army that calledlitdhe EZLN started an uprising in the
Chiapas region of southeastern Mexico with the delmaf democracy, freedom and
justice for all Mexican citizenS. This armed uprising resulted in the occupation of
seven Chiapas settlements, Lacandon Forest, Satolgai de Las Casas, Ocosingo, Las

Margaritas, Altamirano, Chanal, Oxchuc and Huixt@his was the official start of the

" «Chiapas is the southernmost state of Mexico, teéowards the southeast of the country... The stat
capital city is Tuxtla Gutiérrez; other cities aogvns in Chiapas include San Cristébal de las Casas
Comitéan, and Tapachula. Chiapas is also home tarthient Maya ruins of Palenque, Yaxchilan,
Bonampak, Chinkultic, and Tonina. Most people inaphas are poor, rural small farmers. About one
quarter of the population are of full or predominktaya descent, and in rural areas many do nokspea
Spanish. The state suffers from the highest rateadhutrition in Mexico, estimated to affect ovél4 of
the population” (“Chiapas fittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiapa#\ccessed 5 October 2007.).

> Ozgiir Orhangazi, “EZLN Ayaklanmasinin Kisa Tatii, Sibel Ozbudun and Temel Demirer, eds.,
Mayalarin Donigu (Istanbul: Anahtar Kitaplar, 1998 ), 74.
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EZLN's resistance and struggle. Before examining tlprising further, one other
important point must be made about the date chfosats start. The first day of January
1994 was also the day that the NAFTA came intodpsigned by Canada, the US and
Mexico. Newspapers, television channels and othedian branches followed the
important agreement closely, while the EZLN usethlibe event and the media for its
own advantages. From the beginning, the EZLN waarawof the importance of
communication and new technologies. People weréd-infekrmed about the uprising
from the beginning; in this way, the EZLN used mganda weapon efficiently. The
EZLN knowingly took the risk of the state and gaveent undermining the movement

by choosing to use media widely.

3.2. Preparation for Resistance and Struggle

How could such an armed uprising appear in Mexitb@ EZLN had prepared
for ten years; however, no one had heard anythaogitathem during their preparations.
With great silence, they prepared themselves foggte and began on a very symbolic
day. What were they doing in their preparation gubribetween 1983 and 1993? The
start of it all was quite familiar, a classical iratAmerican guerrilla approach to a
struggle with aim of revolution. Theuerzas de Liberacion NacionéNational Forces
of Liberation, or FLNJ® can be regarded as the embryo of today’s EZL Rhe FLN
was the one of the first groups that came to Clsidpacreate a guerrilla movement. Its

founders drew their initial inspiration and ideojofjom the revolutions in Cuba and

®“The FLN had been founded by students August 6918 Monterrey, in northern Mexico. Most of its
early members had been killed by police and arnitguturing a first attempt to build up a guerilla
movement in Chiapas. Only in the early 1980s dé&gioup manage to establish contacts with local
campesinmrganizations and thereby create a base for thetretion of the EZLN" (Carlos Tello Diaz,
as quoted in Niels Barmeyer, “The Guerrilla Movetgna Project An Assessment of Community
Involvement in the EZLN,Latin American Perspectivéssue 128, Vol. 30 no. 1 (January 2003), 137.).

" Niels Barmeyer, “The Guerrilla Movement as a Pebjen Assessment of Community Involvement in
the EZLN,” Latin American Perspectivéssue 128, Vol. 30 no. 1 (January 2003), 124.
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Nicaragua and various Latin American liberation emments, as well as from Maoist
forms of popular organizatiof.

However, the path they followed after this initiginning made them unique.
In the classical pattern, guerrillas came fromesitand organized the natives and
peasants. In this form, the right to command isokltsly the right of the urban
guerrillas, not the right of the natives or the meofor whom they are struggling.
However, the EZLN did not do this. The EZLN creatadcombination-style of
leadership and its success depends very much srcéimbination. The EZLN feeds
itself from two sources. The first is the armedifpzdl organization that was established
by middle-class activists from urban areas, ineigdstudents and professors. The
second is the native resistance organization thaggles in the mountairf€.They soon
learned, however, that the movement’s survival smccess depended on adapting to
local forms of organization and decision-makifigPreviously, no clear examples of
such a tactic existed. Intellectuals and guerriiad generally taken the leadership role
and tried to shape and conduct the behaviors opdlople. The EZLN acted in contrast
to this pattern. The most famous figure of the EZkNSubcomandarfttMarcos. The
understanding here is that there can be only aednmmander: the people themselves.
There is not one central leader; representativelaosen from native society and their
consciousness of collective leadership resistskamy of leadership cuf Because they
see the danger hidden in this issue of “leadershigy developed a further tactic
against it. All of the guerillas in the EZLN weé&ki-$nasks. The subcomandantes and
guerrillas hide their real faces in order to comroate to the people that “we are all the

same.” Death or betrayal of any individual insidee tEZLN will not destroy the

8 Barmeyer, 124.

" Temel Demirer and Ozgiir Orhangazi, “Yoksulluk \asH&ldirilarin Meksika’s1,” in Sibel Ozbudun and
Temel Demirer, edsMayalarin Donigii (Istanbul: Anahtar Kitaplar, 1998 ), 31.

8 Barmeyer, 124.
81 This title means “vice-commander” or “sub-assittan

82 Gustavo Esteva, “Meksika Yerlileri Kalkinmaya HaRiyor,” in Ozbudun and Demirer, 117.
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movement because leadership and continuity is epemident on any specific person,
but is rather linked to all the people in the resise.

While this understanding of leadership has itsapljtft has to be applied because
the struggle is for people and they have to beeitigion. Its pitfall is the risk of people
giving wrong decision or correct decision in wrdirge. Many join in decision making
process despite one leader and this can longeprtfeess. Also, system did not give
education to people to lead but give education lieyo So, it is clear that in the
beginning, things will not be efficient but thisekonot change what is correct for people
in the understanding of ELZN. EZLN act accordingwbat they see as correct. As a
result, while criticizing their leadership undersiang, this idea needs to keep in mind.

Between 1983 and 1993, the EZLN organized itself deepened its roots in
Chiapas, step by step. Over the years, the grawgysgrew, building on social relations
among the indigenous base and making use of amiaegenal infrastructure created
by peasant organizations and the Catholic Ch¥ftdthe conditions in Chiaps the
isolation and ignorance of Mayan natives and thenemic, political and cultural
oppression from landowners and the state creafethdoundation for the uprising. In
1983, 1MNovember was the beginning of a new life for thegde of Chiapas and of the
EZLN. Guerrillas established the first campa Pesadilla “Nightmare.” Six people
were stationed there: five men and one woman,; thregtizos and three natives. Then

the guerrillas tried to establish additional campscure food and water, study the

8 «Zapatista Army of National Liberationtittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EzIn#Brief_history\ccessed 9
October 2007.

8 A mere 1% of Chiapis’ population controls halftbé land. Only 18.4% of peasants have water access
and only 2% of peasants have electricity in theinhs. Thirty percent of Chiapas’ population commemf
10 different Mayan tribes. Seventy-five percentha population lives in 16,422 regions which have
fewer than 100 people. In 1989, only half of thefipfrom Chiapas’ financal sector returned to thgion
as investment or credit. Twenty percent of the Mawielectricity need is satisfied by Chiapas, tmat-t
thirds of the area’s populace has no electricigntbelves and only 2% of the peasants have elégtrici
Among children, 72% go to school for only one y&&.much as 80% of the population suffers from
malnutrition. Roughly 1.5 million people are unateaccess basic health services. There are Oftalos
rooms per 1,000 people, 1 surgeon per 100,000 pebmloctor per 2,000 people and 1 nurse per 2,500
people. These are the conditions of Chiapas (FBagitaya, Temel Demirer and Sibel Ozbudun,
Dunyanin Balkonundak{syancilar Zapatistalar “YDD”, Enternasyonaliz(dnkara: Oteki Yayinevi,
1998), 188.).
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politics and culture of Mexico and prepare for adnstruggle. In time, th&l Fogon
(Stove),ReclutagClumsy), Baby DocDe la JuventedYouth) and Watapil camps were
established. The guerrillas gradually began to camaoate with villages in the region.
First they talked to one person, and then he omshéd talk to his or her own family.
This chain of communication continued from famity tillage, then village to region.
Thus, their existence became a secret that wageddoy local voices, a mass plot
against the governmefitHowever, as was argued above, the EZLN did nosfoam
the people and the region, but rather the EZLNsfiamed itself into a new shape. The
EZLN was influenced by all people and their expsres. There was a transformation,
not just on one side, but all together. Both sigesned from each other. Experiences
and knowledge were shared. This is the basic ctaarstic of today’s EZLN.

3.3. Start of Armed Struggle and First Steps: 19996

Ten years of preparation helped the EZLN to enlasgkve problems and defend
itself from the enemy. At the end of this periode tpeople, not the leaders, discussed
and reached the conclusion that they had only anflitmethods open to them for
achieving their goals. The date for the armed uggisvas strategically decided as 1
January 1994, the founding date of NAFTA. With #itéack of 1 January 1994, the
EZLN achieved great political and military succéssinvading seven settlements of
Chiapag® This first armed conflict continued for nearly tweeeks and resulted in
hundreds of deaths. Because of societal pressdréharEZLN'’s acceptance, the federal
declaration of ceasefire ended armed conflict oddriuary 1994. On the first day of the
conflict, the EZLN published the First DeclaratiohLacandon Jungle. This declaration
clearly showed why they were there, what they wardad their determination to

persevere:

% Gloria Munoz Ramirez, tranilker Oziinli,Ates ve Soz(Istanbul: Ayrinti Yayinlari, 2005), 18.

8 Ramirez, 111.
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We are a product of 500 years of struggle: firsdimst slavery, then
during the War of Independence against Spain lethfyrgents, then
to avoid being absorbed by North American impesiali then to

promulgate our constitution and expel the Frencpiezmfrom our soil,

and later the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz dentegithe just application
of the Reform laws and the people rebelled andeesalike Villa and

Zapata emerged, poor men just like us... But todaysay ENOUGH

IS ENOUGH. We are the inheritors of the true buidef our nation...

Our struggle follows the constitution which is héligh by its call for

justice and equality... To the People of Mexico: W men and
women, full and free, are conscious that the wat we have declared
is our last resort, but also a just one. The dicsatire applying an
undeclared genocidal war against our people forynyaars. Therefore
we ask for your participation, your decision to gog this plan that
struggles for work, land, housing, food, health ecaeducation,

independence, freedom, democracy, justice and p¥éeeleclare that
we will not stop fighting until the basic demandsooir people have
been met by forming a government of our countryt ikafree and

democratic’

After the ceasefire, a dialogue began between eéderél government and the
EZLN, with the purpose of finding a just and digedf political outcome appropriate to
the conflict® In February, the bishop of San Cristobal de lasa€aSamuel Ruiz,
mediated the negotiations. From that moment orfilled the roll of mediator in several
attempts to obtain a pacific resolution to the tonhbetween the Zapatistas and the
Mexican governmeritt Negotiations continued from 21 February to 2 MarZhe
EZLN declared that they would discuss the goverritaehirty-four-articled mediatory
document. After that, the EZLN started a lengthscdssion on the documents among its
own members and with other parts of society. Odur# 1994, the Second Declaration

of Lacandon Jungle was published and the goverrismpnmbposal to end the conflict

87 “First Declaration of Lacandon Jungldttp://www.ezIn.org/documentos/1994/199312xx.en,htm
Accessed 10 October 2007.

8 «Towards a history of events in Chiapasttp:/flag.blackened.net/revolt/mexico/ralertdxaft
Accessed 11 October 2007.

89 «Cerca de 300 lideres religiosos internacionaitesen homenaje al obispo Samuel Ruiz y a la diécesi
de San Cristobal de las Casadttp://www.sipaz.org/documentos/taticnov99/tatio88p.htm Accessed
11 October 2007.
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was rejected by a ratio of 97.88%The Second Declaration of Lacandon Jungle and the
style of the rejection of the government’'s propodabrly showed the importance of
democracy and civil society in the EZLN’s acts. iwasly, decisions were made by
small groups within organizations and consultinghvihe greater society was out of the
question. However, the EZLN showed the importangdaced on democracy and the
people from the beginning. These ideas are disduedeey EZLN documents:

...But this nightmare only lasted 12 days, as andibree, superior to
any political or military power, imposed itself updhe conflicting
sides. Civil Society assumed the duty of presenong country; it
demonstrated its disagreement with the massacre cdoided a
dialogue...Our sovereignty resides in CIVIL SOCETVislthe people
who can, at any time, alter or modify our form avgrnment, and
who have already assumed this responsibility... Whdtlgesuicide or
by firing squad, the death of the current Mexicalitigal system is a
necessary, although insufficient, condition for thensition to
democracy in our country. There is no solution e problems of
Chiapas separate from a solution to the probleniddrico...We are
not proposing a new world, but rather a much eadimge: the
entryway to the new Mexico. In this sense, thisohetton will not
conclude in a new class, fraction of class or grnoupower, but rather
in a free and democratic "space" of political steg..we call for a
Democratic National Convention, supreme and reimtary, from
which must emerge the proposals for a transitigoaernment and a
new national law, a new Constitution that guarantélee legal
implementation of the popular will **

It is easy to see the signs of the EZLN’s uniquenesits documents and
declarations. After twelve days of armed struggie EZLN saw its real power, the
power of civil society. In all these years, the BZbhas never ceased believing in and
cooperating with civil society. The EZLN did not ral show the way, expecting
society to follow. Rather, the EZLN and society édeen walking the path together.
There is no place for vanguards in this struggleog@ration and discussion, asking
questions and walking together, have shaped the iwahis struggle. The call for

9 Ozgiir OrhangazEZLN Ayaklanmasinin Kisa TarjHis.

91 «Second Declaration of Lacandon Junglettp://www.ezIn.org/documentos/1994/19940610.en,htm
Accessed on 13 October 2007.
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democracy can be heard often in the EZLN’s rhetddemocracy was generally an
issue to be dealt with after the revolution in sileal leftist movements. It was long
argued that democratic processes can harm the nemMean slow down progress.
However, the EZLN declared that democracy is arntrgieed and will open the way
for all other changes. As a result, the EZLN orgedi Convencion Nacional

Democratica(the National Democratic Congress, or CND) in @agmbetween 5 August
and 9 August, 1994. Seven thousand Mexicans cageghier in response to the EZLN's
invitation. This was the first, but not the lastjipcal and cultural meeting organized by
the EZLN. The aim of this meeting was to find a iaypeacefully achieve and maintain
democracy. This emphasis on civil society and deaaycmakes the EZLN truly stand

apart from other social movements.

...The EZLN pledged its word and its effort, then, 4eeking a
peaceful transition to democracy. In the Nationaénidcratic
Convention the EZLN sought a civic and peacefulcdor.We
Zapatistas are willing to give up the only thing \wave, life, to
demand democracy, liberty and justice for all Maxi...WE CALL
UPON THE WORKERS OF THE REPUBLIC, THE WORKERS IN
THE COUNTRYSIDE AND THE CITIES, THE NEIGHBORHOOD
RESIDENTS, THE TEACHERS AND THE STUDENTS OF
MEXICO, THE WOMEN OF MEXICO, THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF
THE WHOLE COUNTRY, THE HONEST ARTISTS AND
INTELLECTUALS, THE RESPONSIBLE RELIGIOUS MEMBERS,
THE COMMUNITY- BASED MILITANTS OF THE DIFFERENT
POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS, to take up the means amarhs of
struggle that they consider possible and necestastruggle for the
end of the Party-State system, incorporating thémaseinto the
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION if they do not belanto

a party, and to the National Liberation Movemerthdy are active in
any of the political opposition forces2.

The EZLN published its Third Declaration of Lacandhingle at the beginning
of 1995. The main point of this declaration wasstablishMovimiento de Liberacion

Nacional(the National Liberation Movement, or MLN). Thiorement aimed to gather

92 «Third Declaration of Lacandon Jungléttp://www.ezln.org/documentos/1995/199501xx.en,htm
Accessed 15 October 2007.

52



all parts of society together during the transitodrihe political system to democracy, to
formulate a new Magna Carta upon which everyoneearThe year continued with
negotiations between the government and the EZLdvév¥er, they could not reach a
definite agreement. In the second half of the yt#ee,EZLN declared that they would
discuss their demands with the people and holdeaeredum. More than one and half
million people joined this referendum and discussiand most of them accepted the
demands of the EZLN for increased democracy in bteXi

3.4. National and International Solidarity: 1996

The things accomplished by the EZLN in 1996 esshield its fame all over the
world. First, they called a meeting of what miglet ¢dbnsidered the new version of the
Communist International, with workers, socialistsgmmunists and many different
social groups’ members. The EZLN created this neeeting for resisting people,
movements and organizations from different coustrighey announced this plan in the

Fourth Declaration of Lacandon Jungle:

The massive participation of international civicey called attention
to the necessity to construct those spaces wheee different

aspirations for democratic change could find exgoEseven among
the different countries. The EZLN considers thailtssof this national
and international dialogue very serious and willvrimegin the political

and organizational work necessary in order to cgmpith those

messages.??

The meeting was held between 27 July and 3 Augalied the International of

Hope” or the Intercontinental Encounter for Humanity aaghinst Neoliberalisrif

% Ramirez, 143.

% “Fourth Declaration of Lacandon Jungle,”
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Fourth _Declaration _tifie Lacandon_ Jungl@ccessed 16 October 2007.

% Bagkaya, Demirer and Ozbudubjinyanin Balkonundalfsyancilar Zapatistalar.
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More than 5,000 people from 42 different countrigégned the five different
Aguascaliente¥ that met in Oventik, La Realidad, La Garrucha, &iarand Roberto
Barrios® In each of these settlements, a table was ediedli@nd one topic was
discussed. The names of tables were “The politieshewe and the politics we need,”
“The economic question: Horror stories,” “All culas for everyone. The media: From
graffiti to cyberspace,” “What society if not ci?il and “Many worlds will fit in this
world.”®® Thousands of people came together and sharedetty@ériences, struggles and
ideas on resistance against neoliberalism. The EldtBhed to everyone and explained
their ideas to people from different parts of therid. Until that time, movements had
always claimed that their way was the only oneaAssult, they tried to force others to
accept them as the vanguard and follow them blinhe EZLN, however, declared
that it was ready to listen to everyone and leewmfthem and their experiences.

At the same timel-rente Zapatista de Liberacion Nacion@ghe Zapatista Front
of National Liberation, or FZLN) was established. was described in the Fourth

Declaration of Lacandon Jungle as follows:

ZAPATISTA FRONT OF NATIONAL LIBERATIONTI:] a civil and
nonviolent organization, independent and democrailexican and

% «Zapatista Army of National Liberation,”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zapatista Army of Natial_Liberation#Detailed Historyccessed 16
October 2007.

" “The ‘Aguascalientes’ is the meeting point betwé®mso-called civil society and the EZLN. Del
Aguascalientes are not owners or civil society,therEZLN, to be given this meeting between civil
society and the EZLN, conforms a new community miwéth their customs and laws which sends
obeying the new community is this mixture. Of thedw live there... His name is because during the
Mexican Revolution (1910), Emiliano Zapata, andeotleaders of the revolution, met in the city of
Aguascalientes-México, in order to pacify the coynbecause at that time the various revolutionary
flows were facing between them... In the State ofa@hs, in south-eastern Mexico, there since 1994, fi
Aguascalientes, the first one was created in am eabed Selva Lacandona, Reality (which is thepla
where the natives inhabiting Lacandones, and thgihahe place where presumably is the commander of
the EZLN, with Marcos at the helmhitp://www.geocities.com/aguascalientes?2/aguasdaiiehtm
Accessed 16 October 2007.).

% Ramirez, 162.

% Andrew Flood, “A Report on theé*Intercontinental Gathering for Humanity and agaiso-
liberalism,” http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/andrew/encountegport.htm] Accessed 16 October 2007.
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national, which struggles for democracy, libertyadajustice in

Mexico...A political force which struggles againstettState-Party
System. A political force which struggles for a nesnstituency and a
new constitution. A political force which does m&truggle to take
political power but for a democracy where those \goboern, govern
by obeying..!®

The National Democratic Congress, National LiberatiMovement and
Zapatista Front of National Liberation were allrsfggant EZLN efforts to establish a
bridge with society, to walk together on the pathowilding democracy. The EZLN has
always emphasized the power of people and theed&sirdemocracy. This emphasis
was put into practice with the FZLN. This new orgation would be built from the
ground up by citizens committed to carrying out &#gia political principles such as
mandar obedeciendS?! or “rule by obeying.” Instead of being a vanguaite FZLN
was to become the collector and organizer of thepless proposald®® The aim of the
FZLN was to collect people’s proposals and createew political space in which to
discuss them. The FZLN was also important becaugerierated interaction between
ordinary people and Zapatistas. One of the most lfaatures of the EZLN, listening
and walking the path together, thus came to lighira

In the same year, the EZLN chose silence as itpaoreafter the government
failed to act upon the San Andres Accords. Thesmrds hold special importance
because they first enabled the EZLN to meet th@lpeand listen to them, and also first
allowed the EZLN to be recognized by the governm@&afore continuing with the
history of the EZLN, it is worthwhile to pause abdefly consider the San Andres

Accords.

100«Eourth Declaration of Lacandon Jungle,”
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Fourth Declaration_tfe Lacandon Jungléccessed 16 October 2007.

191 The National Indigenous Congress describes thgimiprinciples of this power as: “to serve, not be
served; to represent, not supplant; to build, mstmby; to propose, not impose; to convince, nétateto
come down, not climb up” (Laura Carlsen, “An Uprig Against the Inevitableé Americas Program,
http://americas.irc-online.org/am/321&ccessed 20 October 2007.).

102 Kara Ann Zugman, “Zapatismo and Urban Politicald®ice,”Latin American Perspectivelssue 143,
Vol. 32 no. 4 (July 2005), 133.
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These initial accords were the direct result of dr@dogue process between the
Mexican Federal Government and the EZLN, speclfidhle talks that began in January
of 1996 to address the subject of indigenous right$ culturé® The dialogue process,
signing of accords, struggle for fulfilments of tissues addressed and many other
related aspects of the San Andres Accords let ZidNEneet with other parts of society,
listen and talk to them and draw the road-mapHerdontinuation of its struggle.

The dialogue process began in January of 1994 antiéoFebruary 1996, the
EZLN agreed upon and signed the first phase oftre Andres Accord$* However, it
would not be possible to see fulfillment of the SAndres Accord$® by the
government. Dialogues thus stopped. The EZLN mirfigd new conditions for
continuation of the process. The Commission of ©@atia and Pacification (COCOPA)
presented new terms. The EZLN accepted and sidreed tluring November of 1996.
However, the state did not respond to this by aaeg@nd fulfilling its conditions. The
state and the PRI government completely alteredténens of the agreement. The
Zapatistas and others involved in the draftinghef &ccords expected that the executive
branch and Congress would sign the agreement awo Ihstead, the government did
nothing. All of 1996 passed, until December, whies Zedillo administration issued its
own counter-proposal for constitutional reform, réiey effectively rejecting the
proposal for constitutional reform that was basedtle San Andres Accord® As
Bishop Samuel Ruiz said “...the government put 27dgams, 27 modifications (into
the COCOPA proposal) that weren't so much editibgf actual changes in the

content...”%” After the PRI government changed the agreemeat|etjislative power

193«The San Andres Accords: The History and Impor&aotthe San Andres Accords,”
http://www.globalexchange.org/countries/americasio@SanAndres.htmlAccessed 7 December 2007.

104«The San Andres Accords: The History and Imporéaotthe San Andres Accords.”

1% The text of the San Andres Agreements can be dewe
http://www.usip.org/library/pa/chiapas/pa_chiapaslh

198 «|ndigenous Autonomy and the Public Interest: Garting Citizens, Rights, and the Nation in
Mexico,” AAA Panel: Public and Public Interest Amlpology(New Orleans, 2002),
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/anthro/CPIA/PAPERS/newdiag.2002.pdfAccessed 23 January 2008.

197«The San Andres Accords: The History and Imporéaatthe San Andres Accords.”

56



and the high court approved the state’s decisionMarch of 1998, Mexico's "New
Strategy for Peace" Interior Minister Francisco astida announced a so-called new
strategy and said that the Mexican government wauldaterally introduce a new
initiative on indigenous rights and culture to Coegs for approval, without regard for
the position of the EZLN, the National IntermedatiCommission (CONAI) or the
COCOPA. President Fox then handed the reforms twv&ongress with a series of
secret commentaries that would modify the COCOPApgsal significantly in
December 2000. Congress passed the bill in AprQffl. At that point, the Zapatistas
broke off negotiations. At the end, the SupremerCapproved the bill accepted by the
government and refused the Zapatista rejectiotisabtill in September 20042

Despite the failure of the San Andres Accords @aodform into law, the ongoing
process is nevertheless important in understanthegEZLN. The negotiations and
dialogues between the EZLN and the governmentlglsapnwed people more about the
EZLN and let local people make educated decisiobsuta participating in the
movement. The EZLN continued to meet people througlhis process, listen to their
problems and struggles and explain the struggldsaans of the EZLN. As a result, the
EZLN reshaped itself in a more democratic fashibrtransformed from a classical
guerrilla movement into a more democratic orgarmratlt became a movement in
which people represent themselves and a movemanathively listens to other ideas
and other people. Support and recognition from [geépm all over the world was a
major result of this transformation.

As was stated above, the EZLN used silence asagpun against the failure of
the San Andres Accords. Months passed before theNE¥eclared the purpose of its
silence as a desire to create an opportunity t &aehemselves, replant their own grain,
make their voices and hearths more powerful ardifiiaces to develop thefff During
these months, the military and political pressugairst and abuse of the Zapatistas

continued. The federal government and the armyl tieesurround the EZLN and cut

108http://www.internaldisplacement.org/idmc/websitefotries.nsf/ (httpEnvelopes)/3CF5F6B4F18515F78
02570B8005AAD13?0OpenDocumertccessed 3 May 2008.
109 Ramirez, 180.
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their contact with outside people and other moveémehgainst this action, the EZLN
decided to march to Mexico City with 1,111 peodhuring the march, the EZLN
explained the conditions in Chiapas, the failur¢hef San Andres Accords and their own
resistance. Meanwhile, the group also listened tlwero stories of other people’s
resistance and problems and asked for people’som@rabout what to do next. It is
important to emphasize the symbolism of this mabgltause it showed that the EZLN
was ready to listen to others’ struggles and advites feature of classical movements
repeated itself time and time again, and it is irtgo@ to recognize how the EZLN

avoided it.

3.5. More Democracy and Cooperation: 1997 — 1999

As years passed, the EZLN continued to listen tbtalk with people and never
compromised its principles, despite military suggren, massacres and imprisonment
of many EZLN sympathizers and supporters. It pgited in many conferences and
forums, including the 1994 Cathedral Dialog, thdiddeal Democratic Convention, the
1995 San Andres Meetings and National and InteynatiConsultation for Peace, the
1996 establishment conferences of the FZLN, theoNak Indigenous Congress, the
signing of the first agreements with the federalegoment, the Continental Meeting,
the National State Reform Forum, the Intercontiakfncounter for Humanity and
against Neoliberalism, the COCOPA-EZLN-CONAI tripreeetings and the 1997 march
of 1,111 natives to the capitol cit} At the beginning of 1998, military attacks,
murders, arrests and prosecutions were continuidgifee EZLN again responded with
the weapon of silence. Though the state was datednio use armed repression, the
EZLN was determined to reply with peaceful resistaactions. At last, the group broke

its silence with the Fifth Declaration of Lacandhmgle:

...Time and again, ever since we first saw and spakie all of you,
we have insisted on dialogue and encounter asdatieypon which we

119 Ramirez, 194.
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should walk...As before, today we continue walkingether with all
the Indian peoples in the struggle for the recagmiof their rights.
Not as the vanguard or as a leader, only as a pHile the
government piled up hollow words and hastened goeamith a rival
that constantly slipped away, the Zapatistas maseagpon of struggle
out of silence...As part of this struggle which wdl éar in this Fifth
Declaration of the Lacandon Jungler the recognition of indigenous
rights and an end to the war, reaffirming our "Feweryone,
everything, nothing for ourselves,” the ZAPATISTARMY OF
NATIONAL LIBERATION announces that it will carry dudirectly
and in all of Mexico, aNATIONAL CONSULTATION
CONCERNING THE LEGAL INITIATIVE ON INDIGENOUS
RIGHTS OF THE COMMISSION ON CONCORDANCE AND
PACIFICATION AND FOR AN END TO THE WAR OF
EXTERMINATION. ™!

The EZLN issued an invitation to a meeting for kcsociety representatives to
improve national consultation. Between 20 Noverdoedt 22 November, 32 Zapatista
delegates and more than 3,000 representativesibEociety came together and set the
date and content of the upcoming national consoitatAs the EZLN claimed in the
Fifth Declaration of Lacandon Jungle, it was strovitled to walk this way and resist
together with all who wanted to join them.

The EZLN had shaped a new style of politics. Whi#gisting contemporary
politics, the group listened to people and enlargedircle of discussion, into which
everyone could enter. Five thousand people left teeme communities and dispersed
to every part of Mexico. The national consultatextualized on 21 March 1999, with
1,299 municipalities visited nationwide. Consutta8 were also made outside of
Mexico. Nearly 3,000,000 people participated, drerhajority of them said “yes” to the
rights of indigenous societies and “no” to war.

H1«rifth Declariton of Lacandon Junglettp://www.ezIn.org/documentos/1998/19980700.en, htm
Accessed 18 October 2007.
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3.6. Elections and a New Government, 2000 — 2002

Mexico’s 2000 presidential election drew all popldad media attention toward
itself. However, the EZLN was aware that a chanigeresident would not matter. The
problem, rather, lay deeper than that; the probles the system. For this reason, the
EZLN again fell silent in protest. In the first mbs of 2000, the group sent greeting
letters to intellectuals and supporters for spemtahsions such as World Women’s Day.
The EZLN specified that election times are not srméthe EZLN, because it prefers to
develop entirely new politics. The EZLN did noteatipt to block the voting process in
Chiapas but also did not support any of the patfe$he result of the election was an
end of the one-party period. PRI relinquished potwevicente Fox’'s PAN. The EZLN
held a press conference on 2 December of thatarehdeclared that they were neutral
to the new president; his upcoming decisions waldtermine the group’s position
toward his presidency. In a second bulletin, theglaned the conditions that were
needed to start dialogue again. The first conditi@s parliamentary acceptance of the
resolution that had been prepared by COCOPA. Tleensk was the release of all
Zapatista prisoners and the closure of six militatgtions. In a third bulletin, they
announced the march of a delegation to Mexico @&itythe Indigenous Rights and
Cultures resolution. The final bulletin greeted tiesv peace emissary, Luis H. Alvarez,
and promised that, once they saw signs of prodoeegard their conditions, they would
start a dialogue with hirh®

The beginning of the seventh year brought new hifgpepeace. The new
government claimed that it wanted negotiation andgeaceful resolution to the
disagreements with the EZLN. Though the EZLN haddibubts about this statement,
the group nevertheless continued to be optimidtie EZLN is always aware of the

importance of communication with national and intgional civil society. A movement

112 Ramirez, 233.

113 Alvarez, 237-239.
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disconnected from society would almost certainlgelahe struggle from the very
beginning. Because of this, the EZLN establishedGéntro de Informacion Zapatista
(the Zapatista Information Center, or ClZ). The Q#l ensure stable communication
and linkage between the EZLN and the wider soci€he march to Mexico City that
was declared at the end of 2000 began on 24 Feb?0arl. The delegation consisted of
23 comandantes and 1 subcomand&fit€he first stop was San Cristobal de las Casas.
Thousands of people came together to listen toctireandantes and make a great
demonstration. This was also sign of what was toecalong the rest of the journey.
During the march, they stopped in many settlemantshad chances to talk with
many people. The EZLN members explained why theyewkere, what they wanted
and what their goals were. This march was alsohen@xample of the linkages between
the EZLN and the people. The third CNI was heldPurepecha of Nurio on 3 and 4
March, where representatives of 40 different naBeeieties discussed and declared
their demands. These demands were mainly aboutitdinal rights of indigenous
people, recognition of their land rights and noiwetules, and also the removal of the
military from their lands. After a 15-day journely which they visited 15 states with
millions of people escorting them, hundreds of detions were publishéd® The
highlight of the entire journey was probably Comame Esther's speech to the
parliament. The fact that the speech was madeybtdscos but by Esther is important.
It was a surprise not only nationally, but alsoitternational civil society. Esther
heavily focused on the marginalization of the poeatives and womeh?® It was
important because the EZLN has always acceptedemmcted the norms and rules of

the indigenous. However, similar respect for wonmas not been accepted in every

114 Alvarez, 248.
115 Alvarez, 255-260.

118 Alvarez, 265.
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area. The EZLN thus showed that its members weadyréo change erroneous views
about the place of women in society with the EZLMW/emen Revolutionary Law-’

Despite Fox’s claim that he could solve the Chigpablem in 15 minutes, the
issue remained totally unresolved four months latke government started to discuss a
new proposal that had no relation to the San Andcesrds and the expectations of the
people™® Although there was great popular opposition ts fiioposal, it was accepted
at every step of the state and federal government.

The objection of the EZLN and native societieshis hew proposal was in turn
rejected by the National High Justice Court (SCa&N)6 September 2002 This
rejection proved that the more settled instrumenhthe state will do nothing about the
rights or problems of indigenous people. The EZNth the support of society,
struggles for these rights and resists the supipresd the government and the army.
The decision of the SCIN was protested by intelldst artists, writers and ordinary

people.

7 This law is stated in ten pointsritst: Women, regardless of their race, creed, color &tiqa
affiliation, have the right to participate in thevolutionary struggle in any way that their desinel
capacity determine&second:Women have the right to work and receive a justrgal hird: Women have
the right to decide the number of children theyehamd care fofFourth: Women have the right to
participate in the matters of the community andehevarge if they are free and democratically etbcte
Fifth: Women and their children have the right to Primaitgntion in their health and nutritioBixth:
Women have the right to educati®@eventh:Women have the right to choose their partner aadat
obliged to enter into marriagighth: Women have the right to be free of violence frorthbrelatives
and strangers. Rape and attempted rape will beagyminishedNinth: Women will be able to occupy
positions of leadership in the organization andihmilitary ranks in the revolutionary armed forces.
Tenth: Women will have all the rights and obligations whtbe revolutionary laws and regulations give”
(“EZLN: Women’s Revolutionary Lawhttp://flag.blackened.net/revolt/mexico/ezin/womlatmnl,
Accessed 19 October 2007.).

118 Alvarez, 266-268.
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3.7. Autonomous Municipalities and Good Governmenduntas: 2003 —
2004

Another important phenomenon during this time waes rising of autonomous
municipalities. Their number was increasing, andemmportantly, they were beginning
to influence more areas of life. The significandeh® autonomous municipalities was
deepening. In the coming years, we will see theisigaof a new life around these
autonomous municipalities, counteracting the paviehe state.

The beginning of the ninth year of the EZLN'’s sglegwas celebrated by a
demonstration in San Cristobal de las Casas. Dunjg comandantes and
subcomandantes made speeches. These speecheseskplaiat had happened in the
prior nine years and what was expected to happgh @®@mandante Tacho said that,
despite all the acts of the government, the Zagaastisontinued on their way with the
consciousness that they had not forgotten or “sth@&mselves. Comandante Fidelia
emphasized the issue of women. Comandante Bruaug g speech about autonomous
municipalities. Subcomandante Marcos made a cigitig speech in which he said that
the Zapatista struggle was bound to honor law. &sspf civilian life, avoidance of
crime and nonviolence all fell within this 1a#® The points emphasized by EZLN
comandantes and the subcomandante demonstrated reyaithe EZLN had evolved
differently than other activist movements.

The EZLN always responded to international eventsveas always aware of the
relation of its struggle to international politiagd resistance. Their invitation to resist
and protest the wars in Iraq and in Chiapas wdassical example of this pattern.

The year 2003 was an important turning point fer BZLN, which declared the
end of theAguascalientesThe reasons for this decision were explainethén‘Treceava

121

Estela™ " as follows:

120 Alvarez, 300-304.

121 The translation of document also can be fintttp://www.zmag.org/znet/viewArticle/100%tcessed
14 August 2008
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...keeps an example of ‘humanitarian aid’ for indiges people in
Chiapas, where a few weeks ago: a needle-heel ghole, import
numbers 6 and half without their pair ...These ggmtple who,
frankly, we send a slipper pink, needle-heel froam@ 1/ 2, imported,
without their pair ... thinking that, poor as we awe accept anything,
charity and alms...It is the practice that some N@@Gd international
agencies. It consists, broadly, they decide whay timeed and
communities, even without consultation, impose paty specific
projects, including the times and ways of its z&lon. Imagine the
desperation of a community that needs drinking waitel to which he
endilgan a library, which requires a school forldfgn and give a
course of herbolaria 1??

The Aguascalienteshad finished their missions. After that, the awotoous
municipalities seized the flag and carried the Ziapes forward. In the fifth part of the
Treceava Estela, the EZLN explained the prior dgwelent of autonomous
municipalities. The EZLN accepted that the muniligs were not perfect and had
flaws. However, without compromising their prin@plsuch as “rule by obeying,” the
autonomous municipalities could be viewed as nemngoof a different power. The
sixth part of the Treceava Estela declared thebkstenent of the Good Government

Juntas. Good Government Juntas were explainedsimdtument as follows:

...The following will continue to be the exclusive \gognment
functions of the Rebel Zapatista Autonomous Murdlfs: the
provision of justice; community health; educatidmpusing; land;
work; food; commerce; information and culture, dndal movement.
The Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Commiiteeach region
will monitor the operations of the Good Governméumtas in order to
prevent acts of corruption, intolerance, injustcel deviation from the
Zapatista principle of ‘Governing Obeying™23

Establishment of Good Government Juntas was ceébran 9 August 2003

with the joining of 10,000 people. Autonomous muymities and the Good

122 htp:/lwww.ezIn.org/documentos/2003/200307-treceatelab.es.htiiAccessed 25 October 2007.

123«p Good Government,”
http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/mexico/ezln/2008fcos/governmentJULY . htinAccessed 25 October
2007.
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Government Juntas became the main impulses of dépatista movement. Autonomy
did have some npitfalls, including the risk of awory fetishism, the limits of
territorially based autonomy, autonomy and curtaiinof resource allocations and the
neoliberal multiculturalism traff* Good Government Juntas also carried the risks of
direct democracy and non-existing leadership. Nwless, autonomy and juntas are
two clear examples of what can be done today tistrasoliberalism. The practices of
autonomous municipalities in the realms of educatttealth, jurisdiction and military
open the way for another discussion about beingepomithout taking power. The
EZLN never targeted the government and its powkeyTrefused the classical two-step
strategy in which the first aim is to take powed dhe second is to change the wdfd.
From the beginning, the EZLN aimed for new politeosd a new world, opposed to
neoliberalism and its effects. The practices obaamous municipalities in the area of
education and in the creation of a new politicanar will be discussed in the next

section of this thesis.

124 Richard Stahler-Sholk, “Resisting Neoliberal Homnigation: The Zapatista Autonomy Movement,”
Latin American Perspectivelssue 153, Vol. 34 no.2 (March 2007), 50.

125 |mmanuel Wallerstein, “New Revolts Against the 8ys,” New Left Reviewo.18
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3.8. The Other Campaign: 2005 — 2006

The Other Campaigi,a Otra Campanawas designed to link non-partisan, anti-
capitalist national liberation struggles across ¢bantry*?® It was based on the Sixth
Declaration of Lacandon Jungle. In the first pdrthis declaration, the EZLN explained

itself as follows:

...the EZLN, were almost all only indigenous from éneém Chiapas,
but we did not want to struggle just for [our] owaod, or just for the
good of the indigenous of Chiapas, or just for goed of the Indian
peoples of Mexico. We wanted to fight along witleswone who was
humble and simple like ourselves and who was iatgneed and who
suffered from exploitation and thievery by the riahd their bad
governments here, in our Mexico, and in other coestin the
world...**’

This first part of this declaration was also a bhistory of the EZLN. Important
events and turning points were briefly reviewedehd@ihe second part of the declaration
discussed the group’s status at that point in tifine. most important achievement of the
EZLN thus far was the creation of the autonomousinipalities, despite their pitfalls
and mistakes. The autonomous municipality is hoe lbople are now organized in
order to govern themselves. This method of autonsnmgovernment was not simply
invented by the EZLN, but rather it comes from salecenturies of indigenous
resistance and from the Zapatistas' own experi&fi¢géowever, the EZLN realized that

municipalities could not reach the desirable leseinilitary competence on their own.

126 Mariana Mora, “Zapatista Anticapitalist Politicsdhthe ‘Other Campaign’: Learning from the Struggle
for Indigenous Rights and Autonomy,atin American Perspectivelssue 153, Vol. 34 no.2 (March
2007), 64.
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Accessed 26 October 2007.

66



Thus, Good Government Juntas were developed tcowver this problem and the “rule
by obeying” principle was applied. In the third paf the declaration, the group
explained how it sees the world, capitalism andiaiberal globalization process:

...We see that capitalism is the strongest right nGapitalism is a
social system...those who have money and thingstgwerders, and
those who only have their ability to work obey...¢ajggsm means that
there a few who have great wealth...They obtainetivtlealth, rather,

by exploiting the work of the many. So capitalissmbased on the
exploitation of the workers...now they are on a pattich is called

Neoliberal Globalization. This globalization medhat they no longer
control the workers in one or several countrieg,tha capitalists are
trying to dominate everything all over the world..efhthey respect
nothing, and they meddle wherever they wish. Asthiéy were

conquering other countries. That is why we Zapadissay that
neoliberal globalization is a war of conquest o tntire world, a
world war, a war being waged by capitalism for glob
domination...neoliberal globalization wants to degttbhe nations of
the world so that only one Nation or country rersaithe country of
money, of capitat®®

The EZLN thus explained what is occurring as a ltesaf neoliberal
globalization and capitalism. Mexico cannot be safga from this process, and the
effects of neoliberal globalization can be seemethidowever, Mexican men and women
are organizing and struggling in resistaiitelhe group further explained how they met
indigenous people and then workers, students aner gtarts of civil society, all of

whom joined the resistance.

We see in general that in our country, which idecaMexico, there
are many people who do not put up with things, Wbaot surrender,
who do not sell out. Who are dignified? And thatke® us very
pleased and happy, because with all those pedpleoit going to be so
easy for the neoliberals to win, and perhaps it gl possible to save

129«gjxth Declaration of Lacandon Jungle.”
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our Patria from the great thefts and destructi@y tre doing. And we

think that perhaps our ‘we’ will include all thosebellions. ***

In the last part of the declaration, the group axm@d that what it wants in the
world is to tell all of those who are resisting dighting in their own ways and in their
own countries “that you are not alone, that we,Zbpatistas, even though we are very
small, are supporting you, and we are going to latolkow to help you in your struggles
and to speak to you in order to learn, because weahave, in fact, learned is to
learn.™®? The EZLN thus greeted everyone who resists agaiesfiberalism and
struggles for a new and better world. Actually, BB LN summarized its goal as: “The
idea of resisting neoliberal globalization... andhtdking a country where there will be
justice, democracy and liberty for everyori& The EZLN declared that it will forge
new relationships of mutual respect and suppott wérsons and organizations that are
resisting neoliberalism and struggling for humanitigey will send material aid such as
food and handicrafts to those brothers and sistbsare struggling all over the world.
They thought, they said, that there must be oth&réontinental encounters to be
held®®* In Mexico, they further continue to resist andmeet people to explain the
EZLN and listen to new dialogue. The group promited it would send a delegation to
all countries to establish a National Campaign bt another way of doing politics.
This campaign would be known as the “Other Campaign

The Zapatistas are attempting to reassert theiramtircapitalist roots in a “new
way of doing politics.**® In this process, relations and links with civilciy are
important. EZLN practices such as the Other Canmmpaig designed to find ways to

articulate their struggle and connect with othengggles in Mexico. The first assembly
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of the Other Campaign was held between 16 and p8®der 2005, with more than
2,000 participants in attendancéBefore this, six preparation meetings were hel@ on
August and 10 Septemb&Y. The Other Campaign was the result of that planréamgl

the “Plan & Tentative Schedule for the Other Camgpalour” was declared on 16
September. The tour began on 1 January, from SatolGal de Las Casas, and ended 25
June, with the return to Chiapas and the waitHerriext step. During the tour, 31 states,
including Mexico City, were visited. The Sixth Conssion, responsible for carrying
out the national objectives of the Sixth Declanatend established purposely for the
tour, was composed of fifteen indigenous EZLN codzames and its iconic mestizo
spokesman, Subcomandante Mart8sAll events, speeches, declarations and anything

else about the Other Campaign were publishddaidornada'

Delegate Zero Marcos
also spoke with many journalists, writers and Ietglals from Mexico and different
parts of world. The Other Campaign kicked off odahuary 2006, the T2anniversary
of the rebels' 1994 uprising. The rebels spenffitseweek of January building ties to
struggling organizations in other regions of Chgpdien moved on to Tabasco, the
Yucatan, and Veracruz, before crossing the isthtou@axaca, Mexico's state with the
largest Indian population. But the Other Campaigmwas vowed, would not fold up its
tents after the July 2006 presidential vote. Unlike political parties, the Zapatistas

have a longer-range political goal than merelyrigkpower and organizing Mexico for

136 Mora, 66.
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a new constitution. After evaluating the July alact results, a second set of
comandantes embarked from Chiapas in September&@D@id not return until March

2007, at which point they planned to weigh the sases and failures of the Other
Campaign:*°

3.9. The Struggle Continues: 2006 — 2007

The EZLN still continues its struggle. In late 200&d early 2007, the Zapatistas,
through Subcomandante Marcos, along with othergembus people, announced the
Intercontinental Indigenous Encounter. They invitedigenous people from North and
South America and the world to gather between Hl1anOctober 2007, near Guaymas,
Sonora. In the declaration for the Indigenous baatinental Conference, this date was
designated because it represented "515 years giecmvasion of ancient Indigenous
territories and the onslaught of the war of conusgmils and capitalist exploitatiofi**
Additionally, the “First Encounter between the Ziagtas and the Peoples of the World”
was held at the beginning of 2007. At 8AM, thousanéfl EZLN supporters and over
1,500 men and women from 40 countries around thédvj@ined the two workgroups in
which autonomous education, the development of adeal curricula in resistance
circles, the Zapatistas’ health system and the ledngds, obstacles, and small
achievements of their work were being discuséé@he “Second Encounter between
the Zapatistas and the Peoples of the World” wis ibetween 20 and 28 July. Health,

education, organization of communities, collectm®rk, the struggle of women,

149 3ohn Ross, “The Zapatista Challenge in MexicoasRiential Election,Counter Punch{5-6
November 2005http://www.counterpunch.org/ross11052005.htAdcessed 10 May 2008.

141 «zapatista Army of National Liberation,”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zapatista_Army_of Natial_Liberation, Accessed 31 October 2007.

142«Eirst Encounter Between the Zapatistas and th@Rs®f World,”
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2007/01/359105.htAtcessed 31 October 2007.

70



autonomy and good government experiences were sfisduduring the encountér.
The EZLN again consulted with civil society to diion the best path for the group’s
future. The future of resistance and struggle sally related to the feedback and

support of civil society in Mexico and around therid.

3.10. Unique Characteristics of the EZLN from a Hitorical Perspective

EZLN resistance has continued for nearly a quaréetury, if we include their
ten-year period of preparation. From 1983 to 1988, EZLN prepared for an armed
struggle in Chiapas. This armed struggle startedl danuary 1994. However, the EZLN
then recognized the real power, the power of peapte civil society. From that point
on, the EZLN continued along a new path. During #truggle, the EZLN occasionally
used classical tactics of guerrilla and social mosets, but above all, the actions of the
EZLN clearly show the group’s uniqueness. First,LNZmembers demonstrate a
constant respect for civil society and a readirtesksten to and act with other civic
groups and individuals. After the twelve days ofed struggle in 1994, the EZLN
accepted a ceasefire upon the demand of civil so@ed began exploring more
peaceful ways to achieve its demands. The San Andeetings and accords were held
at the end of this period. During this process, National Democratic Congress, the
National Liberation Movement, the Continental Megti the National State Reform
Forum, the Intercontinental Encounter for Humaratyd against Neoliberalism, the
Zapatista Front of National Liberation, consultatiand referendum for the rights of
indigenous, the Zapatista Information Center, tbe® Campaign and the First and
Second Encounters between the Zapatistas and thgleBeof the World were all
attempts to establish links between the EZLN amdpirople. The discussion, questions
and answers that appeared in these meetings aadizaijons all shaped the strategy of
the EZLN. The group claimed that if it was goingachieve its goals of democracy,

justice and freedom, it would not be because theNEEad led the way, but because it

143 http:/lenlacezapatista.ezIn.org.mx/internaziondl/7&ccessed 31 October 2007.
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had walked the way together with the people. Thasetings and organizations were
also important because they joined the EZLN witkenmational intellectuals and

struggles. The 1996 Intercontinental EncounteHfomanity and against Neoliberalism
can be understood as the forerunner of the WortgaSBorum.

The EZLN has always fed from the experiences anaggles of indigenous
people. However, the group did not blindly accegrgthing from indigenous culture.
In particularly, the patriarchal character of inghgus society was clearly denied. The
Women’s Revolutionary Law is evidence of this faddomen’s participation in the
EZLN is at nearly 50% today. There are many wome&mandantes, such as
Comandante Esther. Furthermore, only indigenouglpetan be comandantes; people
from outside the native communities can become @ubadantes, like Marcos. This is
a response to classical resistance movements'rid@de The EZLN argues that no one
can come from outside and become a vanguard otesimagdedly monopolize the
group’s salvation.

The EZLN quickly abandoned the traditional two-std@tegy that aims to first
seize power of the state and only then begin tarige the world.” The EZLN focus is
not the state, but rather the people. This groosdo create a free, democratic and fair
country and world by struggling together with theople to resist the same enemy,
neoliberal globalization. During this process, tigeals of justice, democracy and
freedom cannot be consolidated or abandoned undgr cxcumstances. Good
Government Juntas and autonomous municipalitieplajisthe prevalence of these
ideals. Under pressure from the state and facdd aviack of resources, the EZLN has
nevertheless continued to struggle for these iesi Autonomous municipalities and
experiences in education, health, judiciary poleyl security reveal a new society and
politics, outside the realm of classical state tpdi Having power is not important for
establishing change; change is a continuous pramesise path to revolution and a new
world.

The EZLN always shows its adherence to these neatuffes. It never loses its
focus on democracy and participation while orgargzhe movement and taking action.

Everyone joins the movement with equal respect pedple act together in non-
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hierarchical cooperation. The EZLN has given upsaemd carried its struggle into the
wider, peaceful realm of civil society. These EZpNnciples allow the group to “be
power,” without taking power from state. In all EXLacts and events, the group’s

understanding of and relation with power can be nsee
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Chapter 4: The MST and the Occupation of Land, sine 1984

While all this was happening in Mexico, Brazil, thergest country of Latin
America with all its own contradictions, could redcape the effects of neoliberalism or
avoid being another scene of resistance to nealibar. The fifth-largest country in the
world, with 150,000,000 inhabitants, Brazil cov8r500,000 square kilometers of land.
In Brazil in 1950, 80% of those dependent on adiice owned 3% of the land. The
other 97% of land was owned by 20% of the agricaltpopulation, 0.6% of whom
owned over 50% of the best lat{d While such a concentration of landownership exists
no successful agriculture and land reform couldpleap There were past attempts at
land invasion and land reform, but they never mmeag success. In 1956, on the
Engenho Galilea plantation, the workers took oherdstate and the sugar factoriie
state of Pernambuco indemnified the owners of taatation and distributed the land
among the worker¥'> However, this trend did not deepen or spreadhergparts of the
country at that time. Land reform was similarly uosessful. One serious attempt was
made by the Goulart government, which planned ites2% of the agricultural land and
distribute it to 150,000 peasants. Although theesod was foiled by the 1964 military
coup, a land statute was passed by the militarggoaent in November 1964. By 1968,
the census-making and surveying necessary for ppécation of the statute had not
been completed. Eventually it became a dead [éfter.

144 «History,” http://www.christusrex.org/www2/mst/history.htrilccessed 05 November 2007.

145 «History.”

146 «“History.”
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4.1. Background of the MST

MST grew out of these difficult peasant conditicarsd experiences. Between
1950 and 1964, the first modern Brazilian peasamgamzations and movements
appeared. The most important three wkigas Campesinagthe Peasant League),
Ultabs**’ and Maste**®*° However, the 1964 military coup brought an endaftoof
this; the idea of land reform had to wait for amsttime. The military coup drove the
process of capitalist modernization. The interdstaltinational corporations in the
lands of Brazil, the more highly concentrated owhey of land and the migration of
peasants to the cities in hopes of finding indakjdbs all proceeded in classic fashion.
Ownership of land fell into the hands of big comparand wealthy families, while their
peasant employees earned little money and the misagho migrated to cities could not
find jobs and were forced to build homes in theagding slums. While all this was
happening, the miracle of the Brazilian economyat@é by the military coup nearly
came to an end. As a result, pressure from thel@dop democratization encouraged
the struggling peasant unions to build power arek gsbe support of the Church via
salvation theology. These factors created theitond in which the MST was born.

It can be claimed that the struggles between 19831884 were the first sparks
of the MST’s existence. The experiences and sudoetd occupations during this
period showed the people that they did have theepdw change their own destiny.
They did not have to wait passively for the goveentrto act on the land issue. The land
occupation of Macali was the first occupation dgrthe military dictatorship, and the

occupations continued in Brilhante, Anonni, San&a@ina, Sao Paulo and Mato Grosso

147 Ultabs Uniones de Labradores y Trabajadores AgricolesBtekil, or the Brazilian Unions of
Agricultural Workers and Peasants

148 Master Movimiento de los Agricultores Sin Tierrar the Landless Peasants Movement

149 Marta Harnecker, trans. Deniz TunBir Hareket Yaratmak MST Topraksiz Kycileri Hareketi
(istanbul: Kalkedon, 2006), 27.
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do Sul*° The Encruzilhada Natalino camp and the experiege@sed there were also
the result of old occupations and auxiliary supgdort other occupations around the
country.

4.2. Foundation of the MST and First Years: 1984 4990

The First National Landless Workers’ Meeting waddhleetween 20 and 22
January in 1984. Popular leaders of the land odmupsm nearly 100 representatives
from 13 states, attended. This meeting was alsddneding date of the MST. The
movement was described as an autonomous mass muivéneand and agricultural
reform®®* Its slogan was “Land for Those Who Work on Tefra Para Quem Nela
Trabalhg.”**? The following year, the First Congress was heltiveen 29 and 31
January, attended by 1,500 delegates from 23 sftes slogan was “Land occupation
is the only solution6 ocupacao é a solucalj!As a result, land occupations increased
in number. The First National Meeting of Settleraswheld in May 1986 to determine

how to best organize settlers and encourage them®riain production types®

It is not enough for the peasants to conquer thd;lthey must also
have the conditions to work it: without machinesgeds, credits,
technical know-how to allow them to use the progresade in

technological revolution; without outlets for th@iroducts — instead of
becoming a space for freedom, the land becomeghénmare and they
end up selling it at very low prices, or simply alaning it*>*

150 Harnecker, 38.
51 Harnecker, 44-45.

152 «History of MST Slogans, http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=slogan&ccessed 6 November 2007.

153 Harnecker, 49.

154 Marta Harnecketl,andless Movement-Building: A Social Movem&#t,
http://www.rebelion.org/harnecker/landless300808.pdcessed 6 November 2007.
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The Fifth National Meeting was held in 1989. Thigeting was important
because a new slogan was born here and it had igfesnce upon the movement.
Before this meeting, from 1986 to 1989, land octiopa and large associations had
been established and the struggle deepened anaetdidaroughout this process. The
group’s first educational experiences were alsoetlaten during this period. First, a
laboratory was established in Santos de Moraiss Hfuoratory aimed to teach peasants
about the advantages of division of labor and thgortance of cooperation. However,
this laboratory could not achieve its intended ssses because it was too scientific and

disconnected from local dynamics and peasant fitk @ulture>®

Lessons were learned
from this experience and the redesigned Trainingr§&s Integrated into Production
(Cursos de Formacion Integrada a la Producgi@n FIP) was initiated. This program
was more connected to the life of peasants, whméelaboth technical and political
skills when not busy with farm work or other agitoual task. After all these events, the
Fifth National Meeting was held in 1989 with a dreanse of euphoria. The popular
new slogan, “Occupy, resist, produce,” was thus laithis meeting. Attendees strongly
believed that the settlements had to generate atymawof society>® The goal was not
just to occupy lands, but also to produce croptheroccupied lands and to continue and

widen the occupations.

4.3. The MST Grows: 1990 — 1999

Lula lost the presidential elections against CatlerMelo in 1990. This affected
the social movements, undermining their hopes aflidtavact. As a result, the 1990s
were dead years for the social movements of BtaziThe Second National MST

Congress was held in such an atmosphere. It tamteph Brasilia, between 8 and 10

155 Harnecker, 52-54.
156 Harnecker, 26.

" Harnecker, 56.
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May 1990, with the participation of 5,000 delegafesm all over Brazil and the
presence of ten foreign delegatidfsTo them, the new presidency of Collor meant
repression and attack by the state. They discovibiad to protect the movement, they
needed to increase the organic links with occugettiements and further develop the
occupied settlements. For the MST to survive aatemwide movement and overcome
the isolation imposed by state institutions, it dege more avenues for economic and
political expression>® As a result of this, a first cooperative, knowrtfzs Cooperatives
for Agricultural and Cattle-Raising Production (C®A was established. However,
cooperatives cannot always respond to local neBdsy tend to operate on a more
general level, and grand or general solutions dbahways solve regional or local
problems. Sometimes there is a need for a mord kmlation. Therefore, the MST
created the Settlers Cooperative System (SCA).S®A is active in the education of
technicians and also in the management of the catpes, analyzing the market and
looking into the economic viability of the investnis that are mad¥&® Along economic
lines, they aimed to create their own credit systestablishing the Central Offices of
Agricultural Cooperatives (CCA) and the Confedematiof Agrarian Reform
Cooperatives of Brazil (CONCRAB) in 1992. With suclganizations and tools, the
MST is better able to develop occupied lands aspdaed to repression from the state or
capitalists in economic terms.

The end of 1992 was also the end of Collor, asdtapecame the new president
of Brazil. This change gave the MST more room t&albite and to develop itself. Itamar
was the first president to negotiate with the M&#, his Labor Minister, and he wanted
to officially meet with an MST delegation. Betwe#®92 and 1994, the MST made use
of this chance and continued to developed, calliveg Third National MST Congress

into session in 1995. Before the National Congrés=sy organized a National Seminar

158«2nd National Congress of MSTHttp://www.landless-voices.org/vieira/archive-
13.phtmI?rd=2NDNATIO111&ng=e&sc=3&th=46&se=BAccessed 7 November 2007.

159 Martins 40.

1804MST Social Projects,http://www.mstbrazil.org/summary.htyiAccessed 7 November 2007.
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on Cooperation at the end of 1994. Their needst faélsres and ways to improve
conditions in the occupied lands were all discussetthis seminar. However, the most
important thing that happened before the 1994 Nati€ongress was the foundation of
Iterra, the Technical Institute for Training andsBarch on Agrarian Reforningtituto
Técnico de Capacitacion e Investigacion de la RefoAgrarig.'®* Iterra was found in
Veranopolis, Rio Grande do Sul. Its first task w@sake over the Technical Course on
Cooperative Management (TAC), and later it decittedrganize a teachers’ course,
aimed at training professors and named the Jos@asieo Schooi®terra provides the
following courses:

e TAC: Technician in Administration of Cooperatives;

* Normal mid-level courses, for rural secular teaghin

» Specialization course in Cooperative AdministratiGEACOOP, in partnership;

* with the University of BrasilialJnisinos e Unicamp

* Mid-level courses emphasizing social communications

* Nursing and community health courses;

« and supplementary courses, primary and secondargjghttime workerd®

The third National MST Congress took place in Bras24 to 27 July 1995,

with more than 5,000 delegates from every stat8riwil in attendance. During the
conference, in addition to studies and debatese tivere several demonstrations and
protests: in front of the American Embassy, atNla¢ional Institute of Colonization and
Agrarian Reform (INCRA), at the National Congressl at the President’s resideri€é.
This congress also began the connection betweed3Teand the people of Brazil. The
struggle of landless workers and the MST would baranently linked in the future.
People were beginning to understand that the dpredat of the nation would depend

181 Harnecker, 28.
182 Harnecker, 28.

183 «ahout,” http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=book/print/18ccessed 7 November 2007.

16443rd National Congress of MSTHittp://www.landless-voices.org/vieira/archive-
13.phtmI?rd=3RDNATIO112&ng=e&sc=3&th=46&se=Accessed 7 November 2007.
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on the development of the peasants. As a restittesk ideas, a new slogan of MST was
again formed: “Agrarian Reform: A fight for all’Reforma agraria: Uma luta de
todos)'®°
The next year, the MST began a great new wavenaf ¢ecupation. Looking at
the statistics, the increase in occupations anicpzating families can be clearly seen in
Table-1.
Table 1'%
MST LAND OCCUPATIONS 1990-1996

Year Occupationd=amiliesHectares of Land

1990 43 11,484 ----

1991 51 9,862 7,037,722
1992 49 18,885 5,692,211
1993 54 17,587 3,221,252
1994 52 16,860 1,819,963
1995 93 31,531 3,250,731
1996 176 45,218 ----

Totals518 151,42721,021,879

To understand the land occupations and how the Bl&Eeeded in occupying
private lands and building such power, it shouldképt in mind that, in its actions, the
MST also makes use of legal tools recognized big:state INCRA and the Brazilian
constitution. While the MST fights against the systin favor of the peasants, it also
uses the system’s own weapons against it. Thegal*léools did not entirely open the
way for the MST or single-handedly build the poweat made the MST the largest
social movement in Latin America, but they certaimélped.

165 «“History of MST Slogans.”

%8 Mark S. Langevin and Peter Rosset, “The Landleeskéfs Movement in Brazil News From Brazil
no.287 (17 September 199Ftp://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/42/013.htiAccessed 9 November
2007.
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The current Brazilian Constitution was acceptecbddctober 1988. From 1964
to 1985, the country had been ruled by a militaoyegnment, which impinged upon
many individual rights in the name of democracyl@84, when it became clear that the
military would leave the government, the Brazilipopulation engaged in a massive
campaign, trying to change the old constitufidriThe social and political struggle for a
new constitution was finalized in 1988. The MST g&voccupations and struggle for
land reform legalized by the new constitution. Gkeapll, Agricultural and Land Policy
and Land Reform, of Title VI, The Economic and BbcOrder, is the main
constitutional tool used by the MST. Articles 184augh 191 are related to agricultural
issues and land reforf® The constitution requires the Brazilian governméut
expropriate for the purpose of agrarian reformalrproperty that is not performing its
social function.*®®

As per the related articles of constitution, theTViBrced the government and its
organs to begin agricultural and land reforms. lhile state, because of the influence
of powerful landowners, is somewhat indisposedctcetficiently on this issue, the MST
has used its land occupation tactics efficientlyithithe rights given to it by the
constitution, the MST can carry the issue of lagibnm to justice and to the legal state
institutions. The MST identifies unproductive rudahnd that it does not believe is
meeting its social function and occupies it, to ireinthe federal government of its
constitutional responsibility. Upon occupation, agdl process commences to
expropriate the land and grant the title to thelless workers’®

One other key actor in this legal process is INCRAnNstitutional articles and

laws determined the government’s responsibility léord reform, and the government

187 «Constitutions of Brazil -1988 http://www.v-brazil.com/government/laws/constitutia988.htm)
Accessed 25 January 2008.

168 «Brazil Constitution, http://www.v-brazil.com/government/laws/titleVIint, Accessed 25 January
2008.

189 «“Constitutional Authority: Legality of Land Occupans,”
http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=constitutionalauthoriyccessed 5 December 2007.

170«Constitutional Authority: Legality of Land Occupans.”
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deals with the issue through the INCRA. This orgation’s mission is “to implement
the policy of land reform and implement the natidaad restructuring, contributing to
sustainable rural development.” Its vision, mearsyhis to “[be the] international
reference solutions of social inclusioi” The INCRA has the task of classifying the
underused farms according to their size or levadxgdioitation, revealing the problems
of the current structure and promoting its refdffn.

The INCRA decided to categorize land as unprodactéind available for land
reform. It then confiscated such land and gave ipéasants who had no lands. As
described by the INCRA, “Theroperty [farm] considered unproductive by [the]
INCRA is that [which], although agricultural, is wiy or partly unexplored by its
owner or occupier. In this condition, it is lialiteexpropriation by social interest for the
purposes of land refornt*® The MST would thus begin a land occupation andyafzp
the INCRA to finish the legal process of the ocdigra

Typically, a land occupation is preceded by a arigl amount of preparation,
including agricultural training. Once the occupatibegins, the MST applies to the
INCRA to certify that the land qualifies for expregion. According to Sergio Sauer, a
former coordinator and advisor for the Pastorald_@ommission and currently an aide
to a federal senator of the Workers’ Party, oncgeaision is made to expropriate a
parcel of land, the INCRA is responsible for eviknyy, including all legal and
economic procedures. The INCRA issues a 20-yead bothe land owner, as the MST
model is not without compensation, although thecpase price is usually set below
market price. The INCRA also funds production a®dnce the landless have won land

rights.

71 Brazil, National Institute of Agrarian Reform,“Miao e Visao,http://www.incra.gov.br/Accessed 27
January 2008.

2http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instituto_Nacional d€oloniza%C3%A7%C3%A30 e Reforma AgrC
3%Alria Accessed 27 January 2008.

173 «|nstituto Nacional de Colonizacao e Reforma Agrar
http://www.incra.gov.br/index.php?visualiza=53,32cessed 27 January 2008.
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The MST did not passively wait for the INCRA tofilllits duty of land reform.
With only the INCRA'’s approach to land distributjoriie reform would continue for
decades. The MST, meanwhile, has more than 1.5omilandless membefé? The
administration of Brazilian President Fernando ltgre Cardoso (1994 — 2002)
claimed to have settled 546,683 families betweef518nd 2001 via the INCRA
program, but the MST maintains that the figure dsaat only 266,998. Moreover, the
MST argues, even the limited agrarian reforms aene¢ years would not have happened
without continual pressuré? With this large number of MST members, the orgaiiin
would not be fully landed until the 2030s. MST @® on the INCRA helps to speed
the process, while the use of legal avenues hep3IAST convince people to join its
movement and occupations. Because of state reamgwit the right to unoccupied land
after a legal process, people are now confidenttties will not be forced from the land
by old owners or the paramilitary. These legal foallow the MST to create new
possibilities and inspire people to join the movatmaore readily.

Despite the MST’s use of the legal methods providgdhe constitution and
state organizations such as the INCRA, the risecaupation shown in Table 1 has been
accompanied by state repression and the deathmof peasants. The 1996 massacre of
19 demonstrating landless farm workers by the amilipolice in Eldorado do Carajas, in
the state of Para, was the peak of the state’sagign and militancy/° In reaction, the
MST marched to the capitol to protest the attitatlthe state as reflected in that attack,
which had repressed the movement and attemptedsdlate it by severing its
communications’’ This march was also a memorial for the 19 MST memiwho had

been killed and the 69 wounded, many shot in tlo&,day the military police while on a

74 «wWhat is the MST?'http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=whatism#ccessed 28 January 2008.

17> Matthew Flynn, “Brazil's Landless Workers Movemgr@itizen Action in the America®.6 (April
2003),http://americas.irc-online.org/citizen-action/sefi6-mst_body.htmlAccessed 28 January 2008.

178 3ohn L. Hammond, “The MST and the Media: Compgtinages of the Brazilian Landless
Farmworkers’ Movement,Latin American Politics and Socief§ no.4 (Winter 2004),
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_ga4000/is_200/ai_n9396507Accessed 9 November 2007.
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peaceful march along the highway at Eldorado dogj@s protesting unfulfilled
government promises. The MST went on the offenana in February 1997, organized
a two-month national march for “Land Reform, Emptegnt and Justice” to the center
of political power in Brasilia. From across theioat 1,300 MST members covered
1,500 km to arrive in the nation’s capitol on 17ri\@997, the first anniversary of the
Eldorado dos Carajas massatfeThis march helped the MST explain itself to the
people and defeat the isolationist policies of skete. As can be understood from the
name of the march, the MST was aware that the miatjgroblems were closely related
to land reform, but not entirely connected to indthployment in cities and lack of

justice in the state were also acting as obstaclasiemocratic solution.

4.4, The MST Reaffirms and Internationalizes: 2006- 2007

The Fourth National Congress was held in Brasflidugust 2000, with 11,000
landless Brazilians participatirt§’ Until this congress, since 1997, the occupaticats h
continued, settlements were developed and the gmabthat were faced in production,
education, security or any other areas were coallyyaddressed. The MST'’s struggle
and resistance did not cease in between the bigteue constantly dealt with the more
practical and daily issues that will create a newciety and new people. This
characteristic of MST and similar practices critéd. There are two main reasons under
the critiques. First, movement dealt these isseesause it seen hopeless to fight change
everything. Socialist dreams and real socialismeerpces were defeated. As a result
these movements turned to small changes and strdgglocal not global. Secondly,

these tries are also seen in projects’ that sup@ddoly World Bank. However, these

178 “MST on the March for Agrarian Reform and Chanigethe Lula Government's Neoliberal Economic
Policy,” http://www.mstbrazil.org/?g=node/16&ccessed 9 November 2007.

179 «History of the MST, http://www.mstbrazil.org/?g=historyAccessed 10 November 2007.
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movements always claimed the importance of inténat cooperation and international
systemic changes. So, these critiques are nouso tr

At the Fourth National Congress, the MST reaffirnitsdoasic principles, those
which characterize it as the best organized peasavement in Brazil. Among the
commitments that were reaffirmed were: to struggleland by means of occupations
and to strengthen the organization of the movemerdontribute to the strengthening of
other peasant movements, such as the MPA (MovewfeBimall Farmers); to fight
against the agricultural economic model that hasit@sbasis the development of
transgenic plants; to develop policies to builceasnechnological model for agriculture;
and to maintain the debate on important questibositabiodiversity, water and agrarian
reform® The MST’s manifesto to the Brazilian people wasoateleased at this
congress. In the manifesto, the MST answered suektigns as “What is the source of

these problems?” and “Is our country a lost causet? the following answers:

...it is true that our society has always been unjuge any capitalist
society, the poor have always been exploited amdillated. And the

rich class, earning more and more all the time, dlamys repressed
the people and submitted it to the interests ofermdtional

capital...However, the Brazilian people must rise ofganise itself,

and take to the streets, in order to struggleteirthistoric rights. It is,

indeed, possible to build another project for Braza Popular Project
that tends to the needs of the people...we must raatstruggling,

always. Every social conquest has been the retuttagsive, popular
struggles. Together with the Brazilian people, wopéito construct a
Popular Project -- a project that will regain oatianal sovereignty,
our dignity and the well being of all the populati&*

The MST is aware of the importance of national amdrnational solidarity.
Connection and cooperation with other people aett 8truggles is important in order to

develop the anti-neoliberal, anti-capitalist striggd=xamples of this awareness were

18044th National Congress of the MSThttp://www.landless-voices.org/vieira/archive-
13.phtmI?rd=4THNATIO113&ng=e&sc=3&th=46&se=Accessed 10 November 2007.

181«The MST’s Manifesto to the Brazilian Peopléitp://www.mstbrazil.org/manifesto.htimccessed
10 November 2007.
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seen in 2001. A representative of Brazil's Landfmsners’ Movement went on a three-
week speaking tour of the US, describing both ttraggles and successes of the
growing effort against rural hunger and poverty dod environmental protection,
especially in the Amazon rainforé§t. Also at the beginning of 2001, the WSF was held
in Porto Alegre between 25 and 30 January. The Mi&3 a co-host of the World Social
Forum, along with the Workers Party. The WSF "&dv0s" movement was the
brainchild of Teddy Goldsmith, and the two prindipgencies used to set Goldsmith's
idea into motion were the Brazilian Workers' Patd the MST, along with Bernard
Cassen, who is the director of FrandessMonde Diplomatiquehe leader of the French
ATTAC movement (Association for the Taxation of &frcial Transactions and for the
Aid of the Citizenry), and, most recently, would-bravel agent for the Zapatistas'
Subcomandante Marcd¥ The WSF became one of the centers of the antiberal
globalization movements and a key meeting and d&on point. This has increased
international solidarity between resistance movdamanound the world. The MST is
always aware that its struggle began in BrazihMailtnot end there.

The following year, the MST was more active, nolyan the WSF, but also in
other social uprisings across the country and timent. The 4 of February, 2002,
marked the beginning of the MST's participationtire opening of the Continental
Campaign against the Free Trade Area for AmeriEZAA).*®* More than 10,000,000
people participated in a plebiscite on the FTAA. M®embers marched among more
than 50,000 people during the World Social Forummarch organized by both Via
Campesina, an international rural workers’ orgatiora and Via Campesina of Brazil, a
network of various rural Brazilian workers’ moventeH° This march was designed to
support the plebiscite, in which 98.33% of the peopted against Brazil's signing of

182 Carol Fouke, “Brazil’'s land reform seeks awarersess solidarity, National Council of Churches
News(10 October 2001 http://www.mstbrazil.org/nccNews101001.htrAlkccessed 10 November 2007.

183 Gretchen Small, “World Social ForumExecutive Intelligence Revie28 no. 32 (24 August 2001),
http://www.larouchepub.com/other/2001/2832world_dochtml, Accessed 11 November 2007.

184 «History of the MST, http://www.mstbrazil.org/?g=historyAccessed 11 November 2007.
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the Free Trade Area of the Americas treaty. Thalt®svere released on 17 September
in a press conference attended by representatividgd\ational Commission on the
Plebiscite, including the MST, the Unique Workeren@r (CUT) and the National
Council of Christian Churches (CONIC), among otl&t§he MST took an active role
in this process, much like the EZLN did in its owaferendums. While claiming that
everything was done for the people and that chaveye designed for them, the MST
also asked that all of society join in making thleamges together. The MST'’s
membership made the World Social Forum more crowaed active.Some 2,000
peasants involved in the network of landless wark@iovements called Via Campesina
cooked meals together and slept in a gymnasiuminBuhe day, they attended events
in a nearby auditorium, sharing strategies abowv ho fight land enclosures and
organize successful squatters’ movements and kkebvers®’ At the end of forum,
with the joint leadership of the MST, the social vements co-published a final
declaration entitledResisting Neoliberalism, Militarism, and War: Faaee and Social
Justice.” It declared their struggle against newhlism and the war that followed 9/11.
While this struggle continued, all movements waattlin solidarity.

Nearly 100,000 people participated in the third Wi&Porto Alegre, Brazil, 23
— 28 January 2003, as part of the movement to laumldlternative to a world dominated
by economic crisis and wa¥ The third WSF was important because, while the MST
continued its struggle in Brazil, they also had @pportunity to meet with other
movements from around the world, discuss with thksten to their experiences and
work to create a new solidarity centered on antiiberalism. The MST also increased
its land occupations during this period and corgthto develop the settlements, striving
to not only produce agricultural goods but to atseate the first examples of a new

society. The MST and other social movements sam’ 0 war, the World Trade

186 «Brazil's Consulta (Popular Plebiscite) Votes An¢" http://www.mstbrazil.org/20020924 355.html
Accessed 11 November 2007.
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188 | ee Sustar, Lance Selfa and Orlando, “Voices agaiar and neoliberalism: World Social Forum,”
International Socialist RevieyApril 2003),
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Organization(WTO), international debt, the G-8 ammpbression of women, calling for
solidarity with all peoples in struggle. In 200BetWSF was held in India and, because
of the distance, MST members could not attend mgelanumbers. However, in
preparation for the next WSF, army soldiers ane mimal workers from the MST began
construction of the structures that would houseWfgF activities, which would take
place 26 — 31 January in Porto AledféDespite the fact that Lula was in power, there
were still murders of MST members. In 2004, 32 lassl workers were killed, victims
of the latifiindio systent*® The MST never abandoned its struggle or its odiupa
tactics because of this suppression and deathh& odntrary, the deaths and massacres
later became a part of tmeisticg or mysticism, of the MST, and played an important
role in establishing the identity of the movememd #he resistance.

The fifth WSF was held as planned in 2005 in Péiegre, once again gathering
people from all over the world. There were 155,00tkendees from 135 different
countries. Two big demonstrations were held dutimgfifth WSF, one against the Iraq
war and the other against the FTAR.During this WSF, Hugo Chavez met with the
MST and visited an MST settlement. During thesey#lae WSF became a school and
helped the MST to forge close partnerships witleotrganizations. The most important
MST event of the year was the “National March fgréian Reform.” On 2 May 2005,
over 12,000 MST members and supporters left tlyeofiGoiania and embarked upon a
two-week, 230 km journey to the federal capitola8lia. The sea of marchers waving
their red MST flags and banners did not only cal &grarian reform, but they also
demanded radical changes in the neoliberal econpadiicies of Lula’s government. In
route to Brasilia, the marchers were warmly reakibg residents of small towns who
wanted to know more about the lives of ®em Terrathe landless, as MST members
are popularly called. Th8em Terrawere invited to address schools and churches to

explain the purpose of the march, to talk abowt iif their plastic tent camps and to

189 «Results of Agrarian Reform in 2004kttp://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=81Accessed 12 November 2007.
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describe their struggle for a better ffé.The MST and the other social movements that
supported this march prepared a proposal to outlim&t needed be done to change the
life of the people. This proposal contained sedientitled “In Rural Areas, for Peasant
Agriculture and Land Reform,” “Economic Policy” afi@eneral Policy.** Joao Pedro

Stedilé®* explained the aims and the results of the mar¢hisnway:

The objective of the march was to restore landrnefas a subject for
public discussion along with the subject of theurmatof Brazilian

problems and the need to change economic policyaMfe sought to
resolve the immediate problem of the delay in leafdrm in the states
and to get the federal government to implementcairal measures. In
our view, we reached all these goals. So despées#erifices of the
people who participated, it was an absolute sucdesshowed that
there exist energies in Brazilian society that banused to build a
development project for the county.

Caracas, Venezuela, hosted the sixth WSF in 2086. MST also joined this
forum, but not with the mass attendance that waa ge Porto Alegre. It is clear that
they cannot be as active and efficient in a difiereountry as they are when they are
hosting. However, they join as they are able antticoe to raise international solidarity
among people who resist neoliberalism and fight &other world. In 2007, on
Monday, 11 June, the 5th National Congress of taedless Workers’ Movement of

Brazil kicked off in Brasilia with more than 18,0@®legates in attendance from 24

1924MST on the March for Agrarian Refrom and Chaniethe Lula Government’s Neoliberal
Economic Policy, http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=node/16&ccessed 12 November 2007.

193 The proposal can be viewedhdtp://www.mstbrazil.org/?g=marchproposa¥&cessed 26 June 2008.
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states across the country, under the slogan, "RgrdReform: For Social Justice and
Popular Sovereignty*® Also in attendance were 181 international delegate
representing 21 peasant organizations from aroumed world. The MST remains
committed to helping with the organization of pexppb aid them to struggle for their
rights and against inequalities and social injestidn the letter that they addressed to
the people of Brazil, the MST members emphasized ithportance of networking
among all resisting organizations and people, deoto fight national and international
adversaries of land and agricultural reform, and tmportance of international
solidarity with people who suffer the same thinsThe MST closed its Fifth National
Congress on Friday with marked support for the \Bolan Alternative for the Americas
(ALBA), the integration group formed by Cuba, Veneln, Bolivia and Nicaragud®

Joao Pedro Stedile summed up the Congress with thexsls:

The Congress was a large gathering of activists f2d states, a time
for reflection and collective analysis about thetestof agrarian reform
and Brazilian society. It was also a time for mizailion, with a march
to denounce how the Brazilian state, representethéyhree Powers
of the Republic, impedes agrarian reform. Furtheemafter two years
of discussion in the encampments and settlemerdgsfinalized our
Agrarian Program which presents our proposal forazidian
agriculture*®®

196 415" National Congress] ALAI Interview: The MST’s Newdposal for Agrarian Reform,”
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4.5. The Success of the MST and its Main Charactetics

Throughout its quarter century adventure, the M&3$ achieved many things.
Starting from just one occupation, the MST has hexthe largest social movement in
Latin America with an estimated 1.5 million landiesiembers organized in 23 of
Brazil's 27 states. Since its founding in 1984, M&T has won land titles for 250,000
families?®® According to the MST, it taught over 50,000 larsslevorkers to read and
write between the years 2002 and 28U5There have been many other MST
achievements and the group has earned respectabbess and fame as a social
movement. What lies underneath this success? Whaaha special features of the MST
that have allowed it to become one of the largesia$ movements in the world?

The main reason for the group’s survival has bégwdcupations. Occupations
are direct-action events and their results are ichately felt in people’s lives. As a
result, occupations clearly became a school for beemof the MST. Before, during and
after the occupations, they learned much. Beforecupation, the first decision to be
made is what land should be occupied. Militantsnemh with an important person of
that region, such as a parliament member, lawygriest, who has the trust of both the
people and the MST, and this person becomes tligeitetween the two. Next, the
group starts to communicate with people and exphio they are and what they are
doing. When they reach enough families who aramglto participate in the occupation,
they call a meeting among the families and setodwipation date. Besides land, what
do occupations bring to the movement? First, thepmgbclass consciousness and
organized uprisings, replacing old values of pevattoperty with new values of life and

labor, while reemphasizing the importance of beimganized®> Occupations make the

200 Jason Mark, “Brazil's MST: Taking Back the Landfie Multinational Monitor22 no.1-2 (Jan/Feb
2001),http://multinationalmonitor.org/mm2001/01jan-febrpd.htm| Accessed 12 November 2007.

201« andless Workers’ Movement,”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landless Workers%27 ment#HistoryAccessed 12 November 2007.
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MST'’s struggle more visible and the direct resaftshe occupations have allowed them
to build a huge movement with millions of membeffie second outcome of the
occupations is the occupied settlements. In thisecajuestions of agricultural

production, organization and settlement design rfitsgstbe answered. Then education,
health, rules and many other issues are also s@htath the movement. Next, the MST

establishes relations with other organizations mwdements. The MST thinks on and
acts for international issues. They never lose tsafhthe real problem, neoliberal

globalization. While the source of the problemlisbgl, the group believes that it should
be resisted at the local level without losing thebgl perspective. The MST, like the
EZLN, is uniquely successful because of this nlaljered perspective. While they
arose from a local problem, they are not stuckatacal level.

The success and uniqueness of the MST is a redtdtaction-oriented style and
the internal organization and principles that guideFirst, it is a movement totally
comprised of landless workers. They are not leditgiders. Salvation lies among the
peasants themselves, and without them, solutiondduze meaningless. While it is a
peasant movement, it nevertheless has featureditffetentiate it from its ancestors.
The MST incorporates the whole family, both in 8tauggle and in decision-making,
from old men to children, and women play an imparteole in everything the group
does. This equal participation makes each membéneofamily feel that he or she is
taken into account, and this strengthens both #wsibn to struggle and individual
commitment® It is a peasant movement but it does not exclutieropeople who
struggle for agricultural and land reform. Furtherm the MST does not reduce the
issue of national reform to merely an issue of laFfte occupation and redistribution of
land is a process that has been happening for remituJnder capitalism, in the
neoliberal age of globalization, one peasant farmdg no chance of protecting its land
and raising crops. In a few years, the land wilgbee, seized by wealthy outsiders. The
MST realizes that agricultural reform is a compchsocio-political issue. Because of
this, peasants and the MST work together to shayssvepolitical structure.

203 Harnecker, 108.
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However, | believe that it is essentially the phates guiding the movement that
create most of the MST’'s differences and succes$bs. first such principle is
leadership. Ten hypotheses on MST leadership, neatliby Petras and Veltmeyer,
explain the group’s true importance. These ten thgges were seen in many activities
and experiences of MST. Mentioned issues in diffeparts of this thesis concentrated
in these hypotheses which are:

The MST leaders;

* have deep and continuing roots in the countrysidd among the
constituency they are organizing;

» the leaders are relatively well educated and cotethito continuing
education, thus securing the learning and teacBkills to diagnose
social realities and develop appropriate strategies

» the primary loyalties of the leaders of the MST t&réhat organization,
[and] they do not have any conflicting loyaltiesttwiother political
groups that could lead to ideological divisions amdlermine their unity
of purpose;

» the main source of recruitment is based on prdgbicdblem solving that
attracts doers rather than ideologues;

* the leaders have accumulated practical experiereceontinuing direct
actions that enhance their capacity to organize aand/ out successful
actions that can, and do, attract new members @pubsters;

* the leaders tend to be self-reliant and less dependn electoral
politicians, thus able and willing to engage innlging about change via
direct action;

* there is a common understanding or consensus ded#aers as to who
are their common enemies, the nature of state pawerthe impact of
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund HMand other
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) on theollowers and the

process of agrarian reform;
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» the leadership has a realistic view of the inteomatl and national
configuration or structure of power and whose iedés it serves;

* the movement leaders have a common vision of arnaltive social
system that informs their actions, thus motivatihg organisation and
providing guidelines to action;

» the leaders have the élan and mystique requirédinging about change
in the future, thus providing the motivation to s action in times of
repression and opposition by formidable adversaffes

The second important principle is the division asks. The MST attempts to
distribute tasks and functions among all the membeill organizational levels so that
everyone can have a specific role and feel impurt&veryone’s participation is
enhanced, thus avoiding the centralization of powhich often leads to individualistic
deviations’>> One other key principle is discipline: not a dtrand hierarchical
discipline, but discipline with respect to the eglive decisions. The fourth is study and
investigation. The MST encourages its members tmlysteverything related to its
activities??®

The fifth principle is training for the cadresidtvery important to have educated
and voluntary cadres in any social movement. Th@ Mf@ates such cadres through a
formation that includes education about Brazil'perences in the struggle for land, a
broad (but not dogmatic) theoretical formation, espel, Marxist classics, Brazilian
and Latin American classics, national events andiss of political and social leaders
and their oral presentatiofi¥. The education provided by the MST is the group&sm
important feature. While it educates people, itoatseates new people and a new

society. The MST is establishing a new land in WwHhigrmal power cannot dictate its

204 James Petras and Henry Veltmeyer, “The socialmijgsof Brazil's Rural Landless Workers'
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ideas through education. The MST is breaking ogeoethe table that supports the
transformation of power culture and existing syst¢hmoughout the generations.

The sixth important principle is a positive relaship between the leader and the
base. This can be easily understood from the fatigvstatement: “No matter how
important the leader is, no matter what he hasiediucho matter how combative and
active he is, if he doesn’t keep his feet on thmugd, if he doesn’t develop [...] his ties
with the social base, he won’t go very &%

The other principles that guide the movement anlleniiasuccessful and unique
are planning, criticism and self-criticism and gsgionalism.

Additionally, the MST, like the EZLN, is also reatty listen to people and walk
together with them. International solidarity andsiséance against neoliberal
globalization shapes their movement and they ddoeats merely on local issues. This
does not mean that local issues and problems drenportant. On the contrary, they
have primary importance. These movements achiesie shiccesses because they can
respond to local invitations and solve local proide However, neither the MST nor the
EZLN ever fail to see the big picture, the gloledsons behind the current system. They
feed from the knowledge of locals and natives butndt perpetuate their mistakes.
Equality for women is a very important topic in bahovements. They have abandoned
classical leadership and its negative effects onmeam@nts, choosing instead collective
leadership. Hierarchy and bureaucracy are the par$social movements and inhibit
their advancement. Both the MST and the EZLN detitterid themselves of those
factors in order to let the movements move forwadth of them abandoned the
traditional state-oriented strategy. Change andluton start immediately and are not
postponed until after taking power. However, theTM3aims that it is still too early to
deal with the state. When the correct time comes,state will be also in the group’s
target. The EZLN, meanwhile, stands further awaynfthe state. In this sense, the MST

believes more firmly in socialist revolution thAetEZLN does.

208 Harnecker, 115.
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These two chapters have illustrated the contintrabgles of the MST and the
EZLN. Here, we have seen what they have achievddmuat they aim to achieve next.
Their own experiences and words clarify what theantvand how they plan to obtain
their goals. In the next chapter, the issue of atioie will be explored to further this
understanding of MST and EZLN methods and goalsicktibn is truly critical for the
building of a new society and the transformationtte world. The next chapter will
outline the importance of education and the expege of the MST and the EZLN in
this realm, while providing further ideas about hthwey can be power without taking
power. This will prepare us for a discussion aboatv these movements can become
new revolutionary powers and examples for othetspairthe world, all by being power

without having power.

96



Chapter 5: Education as a Revolutionary Practice

The EZLN and the MST are inspirational social noeats of a new era since
the end of real socialism. Under the new conditiohgolitics, the MST and EZLN
arose and tried to design a new way to resist pe@llism and transform society. These
groups’ unique histories and features were exptainghe previous chapters. However,
one important factor that makes the groups’ suesepsssible remains to be discussed.
This important point is education. Education quycklecame a vital and crucial
component of these movements, which focus heavilyeducating, though not in a
classical way, their members and civil society. Sehmovements have created their own
schools, training courses and other educationavites. What makes education so
important to the MST and EZLN? There are two maisveers to that question. First,
education renders possible the continuity of movemend the transformation of
society. Second, education is also valid for tla¢estand can be used as an adversary of

movements like the MST or EZLN. As Gramsci claimed,

Every relationship of hegemony is necessarily arucational
relationship [and] every State is ethical in as mas one of its most
important functions is to raise the great masshef population to a
particular cultural and moral level, a level (op&)y which corresponds
to the needs of the productive forces for develagend hence to the
interests of the ruling class&s.

The state, as a hegemonic power, uses educationdagg to its own ideology.
By this understanding, education is a process epgming individuals to participate as
workers and consumers in market-driven developrpesjects®'® While education is
left in the hands of hegemonic powers, it will dy perhaps impossible, to transform

society or create a new one. The state uses edundatiensure the continuity of the

299 Antonio Gramsci, as quoted in Diana Coben ,“RéivigiGramsci,”Studies in the Education of Adults
27 issue 1 (April 1995), 3.

29T Nisha, “Education, Civil Society, and Sociala®lge: A Case Study of a Brazilian Social
Movement,” (Ph.D. diss., University of Maryland,(8), 247.
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existing system. Through education, it will teacople that the existing system is the

best for everyone and that resisting or struggkgginst the system will just cause

anarchy and will not help anyone. Changing theesysto create a new one, the state
teaches, is impossible. Such efforts would onlyndprsadness and tragedy. Thus,
education becomes a strategic weapon for the nmante of the status quo. When

people finish their educations, they are ready dokvand consume to meet the needs of
the system, and they are very far from the ideadrafjgle and resistance.

As long as education is under the control of hegempowers that continue to
decide curriculum and the pedagogy of educatiore #nti-systemic resistance
movements will have no chance or little chance. possible link between movements
and civil society will be severed by state-cont&dlleducation. Alternative movements
will be limited to narrow niches and unable to extehemselves to the masses. Many
classical movements were easily destroyed by thte dbr this reason. Hegemonic
powers easily manipulate and educate people agaudt movements and dissolve
them. For these reasons, education is importanenduch movements can seize the
weapon of education from the beginning, they dge¢tter chance to struggle against the
existing system and increase their chances fosfoaming society.

For the MST and EZLN, another important thing abedtication is that it is a
new form of power practice. While these movememtsdt act for the sake of taking
power from the state, the MST and EZLN desire amdform society and create a new
society. Education and educational experiencesrbe@new power practice and a way
of being power without taking power. This sectidrihe thesis will explore the steps of

this new power practice.

5.1. The Meaning of Education for the EZLN and MST

The EZLN and MST have placed importance on educaliom their very
beginnings. When the EZLN began the public phaséesdtruggle on New Year's Eve,

1993, it made 11 demands, one of which was “edmcatihe others were work, land,
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shelter, food, health, independence, freedom, desmypgjustice and peac&): From the
beginning, they have included education in theogpams and worked on it actively.
Just after the EZLN started its struggle in theligudrena, Marcos wrote the following

about education in Chiapas:

Education? [In Chiapas?] The worst in the counMythe elementary
school level, 72 out of every 100 children domiigh the first grade.
More than half of the schools only offer up to adhgrade education
and half of the schools only have one teacher fothe courses
offered. There are statistics, although they ama kecret of course,
that show that many Indigenous children are forteedirop out of
school due to their families' need to incorpordient into the system
of exploitation. In any Indigenous community it gemmon to see
children carrying corn and wood, cooking, or waghatothes during
school hours. Of the 16,058 classrooms in 1989y @@ were in
Indigenous zones?

In response to these conditions, the EZLN placedyyhemphasis on education
from the beginning, opening schools, developing tenditions of education and using
education to foster a hope of a new world and beteaditions, not to perpetuate the
status quo.

The MST has been acting similarly. Education haenba significant and
important issue. Since its creation, the MST hakidged in its political agenda the fight
for schools and the discussion about what kindscbhbols should be a part of the life of
the Sem Terrafamily.*®* Education and schools are important for developing
movement and encouraging people to remain in theement with their children. If

peasants find land and schools available to thetimese newly occupied lands, they will

211 Amber Howard, “Refusing Government Money or Teashkrdigenous Communities Have Built
More Schools and Educated More Children Than Ewdot®,” The Narco News Bulletin,
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be more dedicated to the MST movement and will waider to ensure its success. The
MST set up a National Education Sector in 1987, guew years after the group itself
was founded, to systematize its response to edudticoncerné™* The National
Education Sector achieved many successes overetrs.yMany schools were opened,
many adults learned how to read and write, and maalynical and political courses
were given. Precise numbers and details of thegseatidnal projects will be discussed
in the following parts of this chapter.

As it has been seen, and as it will be seen intgreketail from the upcoming
examples, both the EZLN and the MST value educateeply within their movements.
They have become unparalleled schools for their bees) establishing educational
opportunities for both children and adults.

This thesis will next discuss the theoretical bafseducation in these movements
and then the movements’ educational achievemerdssaoncess, as well as a final
review of the overall role of education in the mments, based on the information

presented here.

5.2. The Theoretical Base of Education in the EZLNnd the MST

For both the EZLN and the MST, two theoreticiangmes are particularly
important. The ideas of these two people shapedirghenced the understanding of
education in these movements and inspired theiggte. This does not mean that these
are the only two people who influenced views of cadion in these movements, but
without them, the education issue would be meaasggfor the MST and the EZLN.
The two intellectuals who influenced these movemest profoundly are Antonio

Gramscf*® and Paulo Freirg® Gramsci's ideas on hegemony, organic intellectuhbs

14| iam Kane,Popular Education and Social Change in Latin Ame(icondon: Latin American Bureau,
2001), 98.

215 Antonio Gramsci (1891 - 1937) was a leading Italian Marxist. Hesvaa intellectual, a journalist and
a major theorist who spent his last eleven yeaMuasolini’s prisons. During this time, he compte&2
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importance of education for hegemonic power, anel tble of schools in creating
alternative hegemony, and Freire’s ideas on edutatnd pedagogy of the oppressed,
have all helped to draw the road-map of educatierpkeriences for these movements.
Signs of this can be clearly seen in the groupsda@nd actions. Members and leaders
of the MST give clues about the ideas that haviiented them. Stedile, one of the
leaders of the MST, said the following in an intew about Gramsci:

...power isn't just in the state. Power is dilutedoimultiple forms
beginning at home, and spreading to the communmitly society. It is
in schools, churches and the media, as well asstaee. That is
something which we learned from [the Italian Matixig\ntonio
Gramsci...Changes must be made at the base of sotletycriticism
that we make against the orthodox left partiebad they see power as
only being in the presidential palace. But justrghag the palace’s
occupant does not resolve society’s fundamentadlenes..?’

Freire and his ideas were also important for theTM8 his lifetime, Freire was
a fervent supporter of the MST. The group drew igan Paulo Freire for inspiration
and knowledge. Celerino, a member of the MST, saidn interview about health
projects that the group is using Freire’s paradigmtbe arena of health, just as they are

used in educatioft®

notebooks containing almost 3,000 pages. Theséooks were smuggled out of prison and published in
Italian after the war, but did not find an Englistmguage publisher until the 1970s. The central and
guiding theme of the notebooks was the developmieatnew Marxist theory applicable to the condision
of advanced capitalisninitp://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-gram.htrAccessed 20 February 2008.).

2% «paulo Freire (1921 - 1997), the Brazilian edumadilist, has left a significant mark on thinkingpab
progressive practice. HRedagogy of the Oppressisdcurrently one of the most quoted educationedbkte
(especially in Latin America, Africa and Asia). Feewas able to draw upon, and weave together, a
number of strands of thinking about educationatfica and liberation. Sometimes some rather exeessi
claims are made for his work e.g. 'the most sigaift educational thinker of the twentieth centutg.
wasn't - John Dewey would probably take that hondaut Freire certainly made a number of important
theoretical innovations that have had a considerabpact on the development of educational practice
and on informal education and popular educatigeiniicular. In this piece we assess these - amdlyori
examine some of the critiques that can be madésafibrk” (http://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-freir.htm
Accessed 13 March 2008.).

27«“MST, Brazil and struggle for landtittp://www.socialistworker.co.uk/article.php?anticld=8976
Accessed 23 August 2008.

18 Sue Branford and Jan Rocl@utting the Wire: The Story of the Landless MoverimeBrazil (London:
Latin American Bureau, 2002), 66, 124-125, 236.
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On the other hand, the EZLN did not give such cleigns of having been
influenced by Freire and Gramsci. Still, their o and educational approaches show
clear traces of the thoughts of these two intaligist As Liam Kane showed in his book
about popular education in Latin America, the eigeres of the EZLN and the ideas of
Freire and Gramsci are closely linked. Their edooal aims, starting point and
experiences show that the EZLN was also influertmgdsramsci and Freire and has
become a living example of their ideas.

According to Gramsci, schools are becoming higlplgcsalized because of the
need to provide different types of knowledge anifissko the dominant and subaltern
classes within capitalist societie€. The education provided in these schools serves
solely for capitalism and hegemonic powers. Throtigd education, the human power
needed for work and consumerism is reproduced laadossibility of resistance and
struggle is eliminated. School and education aws firobably the most important areas
in which the struggle for the preservation of hegaynoccurs. The importance of
education for hegemony is thus explained by Gramsci

The social character of each type of school isrdeted by the fact
that each social group has its own type of schadkgnded to

perpetuate a determined function, ruling and subatd. If one wishes
to break this pattern needs, instead of multiplyang grading different
types of vocational schools, to create a single wypformative school
(primary-secondary) which would take the child aghe threshold of
his choice job, forming him during this time asexgon of capable of
thinking, studying and ruling-or controlling thoséo rule??°

Modern educational conditions are not so differeotn the conditions that
Gramsci described. Neoliberal hegemony and its atipfs also use education very
efficiently for their own aims. Education has beeduced to a merely economic issue.
People are educated according to the system’s atomeeeds. Educational discourse is

2% victor I. Rodriguez, “Awaking to the Dream: Eduicet, Leadership, and Political-Cultural Formation
in Four Neo-Zapatista Communities of Chiapas,” AMhesis, Simon Fraser University, 2006), 15.

220 Antonio Gramsci, trans. Quintin Hoare and Geoffkevell-Smith,Selections from Prison Notebooks
of Antonio Gramsci(New York: International Publishers, 1972).
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dominated by concerns about developing human d¢agitd privileging individual
choices that follow from principles of economicioaglity.?** While education has such
an importance, the MST and the EZLN cannot surnetigearea to neoliberalism and its
supporters. They must continue to struggle in tealm of education against
neoliberalism.

Education is also important for the transformatafnsociety, creating a new
center of hegemony and changing the world and ¢oplp. Gramsci’s visions of culture
and education as arenas of political struggle anditas of hegemonic construction, as
well as resistance, have greatly influenced popetiucatioi” and the educational
experiences of the MST and EZLN.

Raymond Morrow and Carlos Torres have summarizeinScei’'s contributions

to education in the form of five working hypotheséBey are:

a) Insofar as hegemony is founded on coercion andemsus, it is an
educative relationship; b) despite the fact thateheony is exerted by
the ruling class, it is organized in capitalist isbc by a particular
social category: the intellectuals; c) educationthe process of
formation of “social conformism”; d) the state, as “ethical state” or,
indeed, as an educator, assumes the function tfitgia new “type”

or “level” of civilization; thus, it constitutes annstrument of

rationalization; e) the establishment of a classlssciety and the
building of a collective will must be achieved thgh an intellectual
and moral reforni?®

From these hypotheses, it can be understood thaagdn is used to support the
hegemonic relationship, and that intellectuals taokery important role in achieving
and establishing this hegemonic relationship. Taesformation of society and creation
of new men and women is not possible without ietgllals and educational processes.

The EZLN and MST have accepted these ideas. Thaiksyspeeches and documents

221 Nisha, 46.

222 Gustavo Fischman, “Donkeys and Superteachersct8tal Adjustment and Popular Education in
Latin America,”International Review of Educatiei no. 2-3 (1998), 204.

223 Raymond Morrow and Carlos Torr&gcial Theory and EducatidiNew York: Suny Press, 1995),
253.
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show us how people depend on education to transfomety. Harnecker explained the
spirit of education in the MST very well:

The ‘different’ school proposed by the MST s radlig opposed to the
‘official’ traditional school, which, on top of beg an instrument to
reproduce the ideology and the customs of the gutlasses, is a
powerful tool of the capitalist system to prepaheap labor for its
industries: it does not educate people, it prepdpests’ of a

productive machine, all they have to know is whatabsolutely
necessary to carry out their work efficiently, thayst not have their
own opinions, nor think with their own brain — thieyist do their work
‘automatically.” So they create human beings whe aot only

individualistic, competitive and machista, but algassive and
dependent. On the contrary, the MST schools coretentheir work

on the integral preparation of the children, ongheparation of ‘a new
man and a new woman, for a new society and a nedw3*

Members of the EZLN explained education themselwéh the following
words: “..it is an exchange, not just going there to teachetbing and only having it
be a one-way thing. It is a horizontal exchange..oAatmous education is important
because it gives knowledge and the motivation tdgicae being Zapatista, in organizing
in that way.*?°

As a result, education and school are importarghiaping the system, whether
for continuing or ending the hegemony. Gramsci aixygd how education is used as
both a coercive and non-coercive tool of the heggmo

The coercive ones, which were basically the pubktitutions such as
the government, police, armed forces and the Iggstem he regarded
as the state or political society and the non-deerones were the
others such as the churches, the schools, tradesjrpolitical parties,
cultural associations, clubs, the family etc. whighregarded as civil
society. To some exterdgchools could fit intd@oth categoriesParts of
school life are quite clearly coercive (compulsagiucation, the

224 Marta Harnecker, trans. Deniz Turir Hareket Yaratmak.191.

225 “|nterview with Xochimilco Zapatista and Puent&a&Esperenza Aide, Angelica and Victor,”
http://www.inmotionmagazine.com/global/mdfz_int that#¥Anchor-Autonomous-380®ccessed 17
March 2008.
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national curriculum, national standards and quaifons) whilst
others are not (the hidden curriculuff.

As education is so critical and strategic, thisaazannot be left to the control of
the hegemonic powers. Struggle and resistance oardinue within education. One
other aspect of education is the chance to creattdysts for change within society.
These catalysts are intellectuals, but organic .oimsllectuals have great potential for
transforming society. Education is critical in dieg these organic intellectuals, and
organic intellectuals and mass society are essdantiarder to change the world and
create a counter-hegemony. Gramsci saw the roleeointellectual as a crucial one in
the context of creating a counter-hegemowyso, he was quite clear that the
transformation from capitalism to socialism reqdimass participation. For Gramsci,
mass conscioushess was essential and the role aftdilectual was crucidf’ Such an
understanding of Gramsci fits well within the franmeks of both the MST and the
EZLN. For them, the joining of the masses to they@meent and the struggle is essential.
They both emphasize the lack of masses within ottvements. If there is to be a
change, it must start from within the masses; thessas must be the main force.
Furthermore, intellectuals from outside can helptransform society, but without
organic intellectuals, it is impossible to finidrettransformation. As has been seen since
the beginning of the EZLN, the guerrillas who catmeChiapas for revolution did not
come to take the vanguard role, but came to helprthsses resist and struggle for a new
world. Thus, the critical education and organiceliectuals that were emphasized in
Gramsci’s theory are also firmly based within these/ements and their struggles.

The other critical part of the MST’s and EZLN'’s tinetical bases is the ideas of
Paulo Freire. Freire’s theories, ideas and writigfll another area of the educational
issue for these movements. Gramsci clarified whycation is important. Freire
provided the pedagogy of the education that theseements are using now. Because

these movements are against the hegemony andutstezh, it would be nonsense to

226 B Burke, “Antonio Gramsci, schooling and educafiothe encyclopedia of informal educatjon
http://www.infed.org/thinkers/et-gram.htrAccessed 20 February 2008.

227 Burke, no page.
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use the pedagogy and methods of the status quaefdhe Freire and his book,
Pedagogy of the Oppressee important for these movements while theyadisc their
way and work toward establishing a new society.

The MST and EZLN both established a new pedagogedan Freire’s
Pedagogy of the Oppressed both movements, pedagogy has praxis. The graki
education is the combination of theory and the fima®f these movements. Education
IS not separate from movement and its ideals. Baucas part of movement. Education
and movement develop together. Both affect eaclroifhe main educational principle
of this pedagogy is the movement itself, a moventegit unites diverse pedagogies, and
in a special way unites the pedagogy of socialggleuwith the pedagogy of the land
and the pedagogy of history, each one helping tkena@ imprint on our identity or our
mistica®?®

According to Freire, classical education understthad student-teacher relation
as a one-way relation. The only information flowswieom the teacher to the student.
The student was an ineffective element of this @sec Freire critiqued the dominant
‘banking model of education,” which produced igmirgowerless and passive students.
Freire argued that education for a free and dentiocsociety must involve the
production of, as well as the transmission of, kieolge. His pedagogy centered on a
dialogic, non-hierarchical relationship betweenctes and pupil, which facilitated the
process of socially and historically situated asilyof oppressive social structures and
collective ‘problem-solving.” The role of the edtmawas to support and facilitate
learners in deconstructing or ‘decoding’ their wlorews and create new understandings
and agency. He also argued that science shouldyopédress the needs of the popular
sector and that public planning should involve camity participatiorf*® As Harnecker
explained, this teaching method does not take peaplthough they were empty bottles

to be filled; it is rather based on the idea tias inot only the teacher who knows, but

228 Roseli Salete CaldartMovement...”

229 Nisha, 68.
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that each person has his own specific knowledgeatiidese different knowledges have
to be shared so that everyone can walk the ednediiath together™®

Freire’s pedagogy is used to educate both educatatstudents. This new kind
of pedagogy wants to form human beings who willthe protagonists of their own
learning process, builders of their own understagsliof the world. People ready to
learn from each other enrich each other in thawstant searcft’

The MST and EZLN were born from society, and edooas also a reflection of
societies. Education must teach people the histifrymovements, the resistance
experiences of other people, practical skills failydlife and classical skills such as
languages or sciences. What they learn is cruecrathieir lives. In classical education,
people simply memorized what was given to thengroftever to use it again. Freire
clarified this issue and explained how to createe@ education system and pedagogy
capable of transforming society. It gives the neagsbuilding materials to movements
to enable them to struggle and discuss a new gociet

Nobody educates anybody, nobody educates himsell, @eople educate
themselves mutually, through their collective ofigation?** These words of Freire
summarize the spirit of the pedagogy of the opmesand critical education. The
pedagogy of the movement takes shape in a dialogtle other educators, other
students and other pedagogical movem&Hht€ooperation and listening develop these
movements’ educational understanding, parallelrear&s pedagogy. Without Freire, it
would be impossible to fulfill Gramsci's abstrahbtights on education. The importance
of education and the critical role of organic iteetuals in the struggle find shape within

Freire’s ideas. Freire’s teachings on self-digngycial responsibility, and breaking the

20 Harnecker193.
1 Harnecker, 193.
B arnecker, 203.

23 Roseli Salete CaldartMovement...”
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cycle of oppression help people create positivengbaand build the life they want to
live.?**

As a last point on Freire’s pedagogy, it shouldstressed that these movements
do not put a distance between themselves and thsasiatheir education is, in fact, the
same. As Freire said, “none of the really freeieglagogy ever treat the oppressed as
hapless and give them models from the oppressatspah space between itself and
oppressed?® “Movement” means people and “people” means edogatiVhat the
movement wants is the wishes of the people. Edutatnnot separate them from each
other. Through education, people develop themselmdsgain the tools and information
needed to create a new society.

Gramsci and Freire influenced the MST and EZLN sahdped their ideas on
education. These movements created a new pedagabgducation system that are
parallel to the ideas of Gramsci and Freire. Twemgnts that are present in both
Gramsci and Freire’s writings are the use of thexXidaconcept of praxis as the guiding
principle of any educational activity and the engbtan the need for intellectuals to
become organically linked with the subaltern clas§®r Gramsci and Freire, education
is not only about knowledge production, but alsowthransforming the worléf® Freire
emphasized this in the title of one of his bodkteracy: Reading the Word and World
The issue is not just to read and write, but atsaply this education to life. When
there is a division or separation between theorg amactice, the possibility of
transforming the world and creating a new socistpust an illusion. There should be a
total linkage between theory and practice, andHis; there has to be praxis.

The MST and EZLN can attract much attention witke thraxis in their
movements. While there has been great criticismldfmovements because of the gap

between ideas and life, these two new movements katablished a bridge between

234 Michelle Burkhart, “In Brazil: Creating a New Rég)”
http://www.yesmagazine.com/article.asp?ID=12&Gcessed 17 February 2008.

235 paulo Freire, trans. D. Hatigla and E. OzbekEzilenlerin Pedagojis{istanbul: Ayrinti Yayinlari,
2006), 32.

3¢ Rodriguez, 17.
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life, theory and movement. They build force frone tteal and practical needs of the
people. Needs such as land, democratic rights and fnspire the people and are
applied to educational practices. Gramsci and &repened the way and gave these
movements a theoretical base. Because the MST AbN Blace so much emphasis on
praxis, it would be nonsense if they merely talkddut educational theory and did not
strive to apply such concepts in their actions.the next part of this thesis, the
movements’ educational experiences, achievements;esses and theories will be

discussed.

5.3. Experiences and Achievements of the MST

Inspired by the ideas of Freire and Gramsci, th&'MB8d EZLN developed their
educational goals and succeeded at many thingshidnsection and the next, their
successes and achievements will be discussed. 3¢t®aols, courses and curriculums
and the content and aims of their educational syst&ill be examined.

The MST will be presented first because of its widehievements, greater
success and more firmly established system. TReMBT school was established in the
Encruzilhada Natalino camp in 1982 and it becangallg recognized within two
years>>’ Today, 150,000 children attend elementary-levelssts at 1,200 public
schools, where 3,800 teachers work. Additionallg00 MST educators are teaching
literacy classes to 25,000 adults and yo@thin a quarter century, the MST has brought
education to a large number of people. While dostg they also shaped their
educational character. Education, the group bediewhould be committed to the
interests of the working and popular classes, alllto everyone, in order to prepare
people to take action as subjects of change, redaterking the land, develop the spirit

of cooperation, learn and support humanist and afistivalues, understand the

37 Harnecker184.

238 «MST Social Projects,http://www.mstbrazil.org/summary.hticcessed 26 February 2008.
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relationship between theory and social practicel hanefit from a socially useful
curriculum with democratic manageméritin light of these educational principles, the

MST educated its teachers and its teachers educhildden and adults.

5.4. Educators, Teachers and other MST Heroes of Edation

The MST has a national, residential training schindhe village of Veranopolis,
lterra®*® The MST provides its own teacher-training coursesd courses for
administration of cooperatives here. In these @sjithere are three main objectives:

* To train “educators for Agrarian Reform” and “a&iparticipants in the MST”;

* to train and qualify teachers to work in MST sclspol

* and to develop both the general educational progriithe MST and a specific
program for rural workers’ schoot&!

Besides the courses at Iterra, the MST also givisreht courses to prepare
teachers and educators for the new pedagogy inecatpn with universities. Teacher-
training courses are offered in partnership with Bederal University of Paraiba, the
State Univeristy of Mato Grosso do Sul, Unijui ahé Federal University of Espirito
Santo?? These courses aim to prepare and educate tedohgmsmary and secondary
schools in the MST camps. These courses are nbbpestime events for educators;
educators and teachers join these courses agaiagad in different roles. In this way,
they never cease to develop themselves or becatrasitioned or antiquated. They are
always in progress, just as society is and jush@snovement is.

Educators and teachers are preparing to educatdeped movements for the

struggle and resistance against the system. Theyosgganic intellectuals of the

239 Kane, 99.

249 Kane, 100.

241 R.S. Caldart, as quoted in Kane, 100.
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movements and will catalyze the change and prapardbr a new society. In this
preparation, there are some critical and uniqueagegical characteristics of MST
education. These are:

* People are the greatest value produced and ceithat the MST.

* People are educated by learningp&

* People are educated in the actions they perfornmttendiorks they produce.

* People are educated by producing and reproducitigreu

» People are educated by living values.

* People are educated by learning how to solve pnahle

* People are educated by learning from the pastato folr the future.

* People are educated in collectivities.

« The educator educates by condifct.

Despite the fact that the MST gives so much impmeato the training of
educators and teachers, the movement still holdbdadadea that education cannot be
reduced to the mere role of an educator or teachgrwas said above, “Nobody
educates anybody, nobody educates himself, andeedpcate themselves mutually,
through their collective organization.” Education & collective thing. Education is
mutual. Education is a dialogue, not a monologuecase of this, students in MST
schools are active participants of a new educatimh pedagogy. Without the students,
education in the MST would be incomplete, far froreating a new society and similar
to hegemonic educations which aim only for the saivof the system. As is taught by
Freire’s pedagogy, students must be subjects, eaibipects, in the education process.
There should be an understanding of a dialoguehiciwthe teacher can be a student
and the student can be a teacher. If there is awageinformation flow, there is
something wrong. In such education, only one typeamsumer and worker can be
educated for the system. The change of the sysegandls on the people’s belief that

they can change something and give something tr @dople. This understanding can

243 Roseli Salete CaldartMovement...”
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only grow from an education in which Freire’s pedggis applied. Students play a very
important role in this process, and because of, tMiST schools are places where
students can express everything freely.

The MST is aware that children, youths and evert atiudents can contribute to
education and help develop the process. As thereilremind the MST, there is no
education without games and play, which can alsthbaght of as collective action-
producing workg$** Students are also influencing and guiding parttiwir own
education. They help to decide what should be deduin the curriculum, to organize
free time and to address other issues that aftéctading and education.

Students also learned to coordinate their own isietsv and choose their
representatives and secretary of the school. Theyyape for self-organization. Without
needing someone else’s help or guidance, they olevibe habit of collective behavior
and leadership from the beginning of their educeticStudents also decide upon the
rules to which they should agree. Someone who redugted from such an educational
system would never let others decide things for bimher, or guide his or her own
struggle and resistance. Furthermore, studentotust receive theoretical educations,
but also practical ones. They are responsiblelfercteaning of the school, watering of
plant, distribution of pencils and other such agprapriate tasks®

Students who educate themselves both theoretiaallly practically for life are
also ready for the struggle of the movement. Tleayr what is normally taught in state
schools, but also learn the practical knowledgé they need in their daily lives and
information about their movements. For exampleQQ,@ouths recently got together for
10 days to attend an intensive course taught themles partnership with 3 Brazilian
Universities (Para, Juiz de Fora and Campinas)inguhose 10 busy days, they studied
Brazilian history, the fight for land and other mies directly related to their age

group?*°

244 Roseli Salete CaldartMovement...”
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The MST’s educational goal is not just to break ti@nopoly of the teacher in
the educational process, but also to include easpgct of society within education. The
students’ role has been explained above. Older raesrdf the movement can also join
the educational process. They can support the &heith their experiences and
knowledge. They can help by assisting with the adbtrative issues of the school or
auditing it. If something goes wrong, they haveigit to inquire about it and to help to
fix the problem. Also, people join meetings and s&ms in which they can present their
ideas and give advice on pedagogy and other eduehissues.

The success of this educational system is clostdyad to the fact that everyone
joins in the process. Teachers, students, sodiesglers of the movement and other
supporters such as academicians all offer suppagtitication. They have developed a
new pedagogy for a new society. This pedagogy esctmmon product of everyone,
just as the movement itself is built on all peoplefforts and struggles. The MST has
learned to value every person who is a part obrganization, and therefore it has
defined human development as one of its main pigsi*’ The movement found its
meaning in the landless people and education haghtahe people their own value.
Education lets this idea of value instill itself movement and in everyone’s mind,
inspiring them to struggle and resist for a newldian which everyone will be special,
not subject to collective behavior and leadershilrough such an education, everyone
learns to be not just a customer and worker foisistem, but rather to be an individual
and part of a collective body.

Finally, the decision-making process in educat®a good example of how the
MST movement creates democracy from within and ldggeitself for a new society.
First, the “general assembly” is composed of altembers of the community; it meets
once or twice a year and discusses and approvewénall plan for the school as well as
other significant or controversial matters. Oppoities for participation by community
members include working on projects for school iowements, helping to maintain the
memory of the struggle, inviting teachers to taletpn community events, giving

technical help to the school, contributing skitisthe school, using the school space for
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meetings and courses and adopting the school astafpthe community. In primary
and secondary schools, the “education team” is osen of a representative number of
teachers, pupils and community members; it meetstmho This is known as a “school
council,” whereby it is legally possible for thehsol to be managed collectively
through the participation of students and the comitgu This is the body that is
responsible for overall planning and implementatidhird, the “teachers’ collective”
involves all the teachers, and usually meets oneeeek to organize the day-to-day
running of the school, including lesson-planningedal activities and the cross-
curricular themes of study. Fourth, the “pupils’llectives” contribute to the overall
planning and organize tasks for which the pupilgeh@esponsibility, such as operation

of the school pharmacy, meals or assembfiés.

5.5. Other MST Educational Practices

Primary and secondary schools in MST camps are qu& part of the
movement’s educational activities. Schools are mmgal with the cooperation of
teachers, students, parents of students, membetise anovement and the collective
leadership of the movement. Everyone works for ompd educational conditions.
However, the ordinary schools for children are emdugh to truly transform the people
and develop the movement. These schools educaie wmre part of the society.
Meanwhile, there are uneducated adults, high ptages of illiteracy and a lack of
information on political, theoretical and practicasues. For these reasons, the
movement also provides many adult courses andréiffeeducational activities.

One important initiative is the TAC. Its aim is kelp people in settlements
survive economically. The course centers on “caoapes firm management,” mixes
“education” with technical “training” and seeks pyomote the growth of organic

intellectuals within the MST*® These courses help improve the quality of lifethe
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settlements. Occupation of land is only the firstps If people cannot develop in a
cooperative body in these settlements and estabtieing economic bases, the result
will again be the same, and they will return tonigelandless peasants. As a result,
people are educated on cooperative issues andtleatachnical skills that they need to
run the settlement. The six main areas of focubese courses are:
» Technical skills related to general administration;
» Political/pedagogical/ideological issues, to enagerclass-consciousness among
workers and consideration of their educational nolthe settlements;
» Pedagogical skills and techniques;
» Ethics: humanist and socialist values for new ggrie
« Skills related to organizing and running a co-opeea
« and technical skills related to agricultural andoaigdustrial matters>°
As can be understood from the above focus areasgtbourses are not just
designed to educate people on technical and ecanigsues of cooperatives, but also
give people a political and ideological education the new society. If they are only
educated about how to maintain a cooperative, blioan is the movement any different
from hegemonic power, which uses education for emoa purposes? While the
movement educates people for economic survivalcamtinuation of the settlement, it
also gives them hope and education for a new societ
Another MST course is organized for local grassdeaders. Grassroots leaders
have mostly only received a weak primary educatiecause of this, they now always
have one foot in education. Grassroots leaders atostop their education or their
personal development after they become a headllectoe leadership. The MST is a
movement because it always moves. Conservatisnmgaodng the voice of the people
are not characteristics of the movement. As a tegublways moves, develops and
educates itself more and more, just as the grassieaders and local leaders do.
Leadership training involves considerable travel doquire a broader, national

perspective on the struggle, and includes the @agton of campaigning events such as

250 Cerioli, as quoted in Kane, 102.
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“17" of April” > march®? In this way, leaders can see a wider picture azBmand the
world. They are not stuck in their home settlemeAts are all the members of the
movement, leaders are also educated in preparfatidhe new people and society.

Moreover, the MST gives literacy courses to yourggbe and adults. Some of
them might already know how to write and read #elitbut it is important to develop
their skill levels so they can more easily join tta@lective body and decision-making
mechanism. As a result of these courses, illitepateple are encouraged to study and
are better integrated into the movement, and a meneocratic leadership and society
becomes visible. Another adult course was estadlish 1996 for health techniciafts,

The MST works hard to develop education within thevement. Members
always develop new projects in accordance withrtlagn and the importance of
education in the movement. One of these projectstiva Florestan Fernandes National
School. Wanting to develop social and politicalirtieg and “intensify studies and
research on the reality they are building,” the M&®€ated the Florestan Fernandes
National School in the Guarema Municipality, S&olBaThe courses last for two and a
half months of intensive study; they are desigrednfilitants who are still in training.
These people receive basic knowledge about the 8f8lTits history, political history of
Brazil, history of the struggle for the land, histof revolutions, struggles in Latin
America and introductions to philosophy, economg saciology*>*

The MST tries to solve every interior problem witie joint discussion of the
people. However, in some cases, conditions do rakenthis possible. For now, the
MST cannot provide education at the higher levelgsh as at the university level.
However, the movement does need people who haveletad a university education.
Therefore, the MST tries to make it possible fatividual students to enter university.

More than 100 MST students are attending severatilBan universities, in addition to

%1 0n 17 April 1996, the military police killed 19ral workers during a peaceful march in the state of
Para fittp://www.globalexchange.org/countries/brazil/misttl, Accessed 30 March 2008.).

2 Kane, 102.
253 Harnecker208.

254 Marta Harnecker, 210.
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those attending classes thanks to a partnershipavgrivate university. There are also
25 MST medicine students at the Escuela Latino-Agaaa in Cuba. Several children of
settlers have received higher education and nowk wath the MST as lawyers,
journalists, teachers, researchers and agronofrists.

Furthermore, as stated above, various courses iaem gn cooperation with
universities, using the university facilities. Fexample, “during 1998-99, CONCRAB
signed an agreement with Iterra and the univessdgfé/ale do Rio dos Sinos (Unisinos)
in San Leopoldo, Rio Grande do Sul, and with thevehsity of Brasilia (UNB), to
create a course for Specialization and ExtensidDaafperative Administration, in order
to graduate settlers and technicians from the SEMAt present, this course is offered
by agreement with the University of Brasilia, théat8 University of Campinas
(Unicamp), ISP and lterra. There are also teacluogrses available for the MST
teachers, by agreement with the University of UnfRio Grande do Sul), the Federal
University at Paraiba, the Federal University opiEt Santo, the State University of
Mato Grosso, the Federal University of Para, thdeFa University of Juiz de Fora and
the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERY).

All these educational programs, courses and sch@ss made the MST unique
and given it a chance to change something in tleddaand to influence others to act
more like its members. Every aspect of MST pracigeshaped by the desire to
politicize, raise critical awareness and encour#lge emergence of “subjects” of
change®® The MST established its own pedagogy and eductimocess with the aim
of social change, based on the works of Freire,nfSca and other revolutionary

theoreticians. The teachers at Veranopolis have thait Paulo Freire’s example and

25 “MST Social Projects,http://www.mstbrazil.org/summary.htimccessed 26 February 2008.

26 Harnecker, 210
BT Harnecker, 210-211.
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ideas are of major importance in the hopeful wdvkt tthey are doing® The MST’s
educational project is a project of liberation, tatdl resistance and transformation,
building a more radically participatory democrataciety**°

As the MST strives to transform society, it prowdeducation based on the
following principles:

* Educate taking reality as a starting point. “Schmoaist teach how to read, write,
and analyze reality — both local and general —taadh through practice.”

» Teacher and student are comrades who work togé#aening and teaching each
other: there are no teachers who know everythingstudents who must receive
this knowledge passively.

* Education must prepare the student for manual @tetlectual work.

* Education must recover and encourage values sucol@srity, comradeship,
collective work, responsibility and love for peogleauses.

e Education must assume the person’s integral denedap The main aim, as we
said, is to form “a new man and a new woman, forea society and a new
world.”

» School organizations must create the conditiongessary for the children and
young people to develop in every directfSh.

Based on these principles, with the coexistencerattice and theory that is
praxis, to achieve the democratic and humanitaaiars of the new people and the new
society the MST will continue to provide educatamd develop itself in this area. From
the beginning, education has been very importanttie movement so that it can
educate its members and develop itself for a mairesbciety. The MST has come a
long way to guarantee the rights of its people, aoly the right to quality rural
education, but also the right to its own proposddcational system, in line with the

aims of its struggle. In spite of the obstaclekas had to overcome — not so much for

259 patrick BrantlingerFaculty Activism: Utopian Universities and Interimatal Activism,
http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/academe/2005/S&/Bean.htm Accessed 10 May 2008.

260 Nisha, 183.
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lack of resources as for the barriers put up bygbeernment — the MST has won
important battles, both from a quantitative and ualigative point of view. It has
consolidated its efforts to define a proposal fdu@tion in a critical and participative
way for the formation of the new man. The emphpkised by the MST on education is
undoubtedly part of the solid base for its futusvelopment and gives it, as a social
movement, a much broader and all-embracing dimari&fo

5.6. Experiences and Achievements of the EZLN

The EZLN has also given great importance to edoodtiom its beginning and
has achieved many things in this area that partikelsuccesses of the MST. In their
opposition to the neoliberal system, educatiorafbmdigenous children was one of the
Zapatistas’ specific demantf. As was stated above, from the very first days 3§41
and the armed uprising, the EZLN has emphasizedctmalitions of education in
Chiapas, the importance of education in general taedurgency of addressing these
issues. Subcomandante Marcos described these ioosdin a 1992 essay entitled
“Chiapas: The Southeast in Two Winds A Storm arfr@phecy,” which was quoted
above.

When compared to the MST, the EZLN has achievedtively fewer
educational successes. Perhaps this is no surgiigen the EZLN’s relatively short
existence and the daily pressures of its strugite the staté* This does not mean that
they have failed to do anything about educatiosintply means that, when compared to
the impressive accomplishments of the MST, theyelahieved less. Like the MST, the
EZLN based its understanding of education on theasdof Freire and Gramsci.

Indigenous culture has also been helpful to the NE#L establishing its movement and

22 Harnecker,217.

263 | eanne Reinke, “Globalisation and Local IndigenBdsication in Mexico, International Review of
Education50 no. 5-6 (2004), 490.

264 Kane, 132.
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educational system. Creating of organic intellelctheough a new pedagogy who will
force people to change the world, culture of indmes also explains what they
understand from education and why they focusedhisngsue too much.

After the ceasefire on 16 January 1994, accessdtxagion for the neo-
Zapatista’'s children became one of the top prisinf the movement. The EZLN had
had its own educational structures before 1994;evew these were restricted to the
formation of political cadres. The political trang of cadres took two months and
access to these courses was only possible viafertsf recommendatioff’ It was in
1996 that the first schools for communities’ chéldrwere created, and the effort to
create a school for every community has been oggeirer sincé®® In these schools,
educators, or, as they called in the EZLN, “prommtestudents and the whole
community joined the educational process and tieedevelop it, just as the MST had
been doing since 1996 when the first school waabéshed. These first neo-Zapatista
schools were built in the communities where Mypiascalientesultural center$’ were
located: La Realidad, Oventik, Morelia, La Garruetmal Roberto Barrio€® In twelve
years, the movement has never stopped this pramedscontinues to develop its

educational sector. As a representative from Catd&aescribes:

We've created 72 new autonomous schools, and tt@df@e=ducational
promoters. These 20 promoters then in turn traiaedther 80
promoters, becoming the first generation of ouoaaimous education.

255 Carlos Imaz, as quoted in Rodriguez, 74.
266 Rodriguez, 5.

#7«pguascalientes,” named in honor of the Aguascoadie Convention of 1914, where the leading
revolutionary factions, including followers of ZapaVilla and Carranza, met to discuss how theyldiou
govern the country. These sites had served asgablitnd cultural centers and meeting places beatwee
Zapatistas and the outside world for nine yehtp{//www.envio.org.ni/articulo/249Accessed 4 April
2008.).

268 Rodriguez, 66.

%9 caracoles are the civilian governments and heettiation, sports, political and gathering cerfiars
the Zapatista movement. There are five caracol&@hiapas, one caracol for each of the five geodcaph
and ethnic zones of the stabdtp://www.schoolsforchiapas.org/english/resourfeesabout-
zapatismo.html#PromoterAccessed 17 April 2008.).
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We are now in the 3rd generation of promoters amstehl147
promoters working with 1,726 studeAfs.

5.7. Autonomous Communities and Promoters of Educain

Autonomous communities created their own educaktiosgstems as an
alternative hegemony. These communities appoirtedetiucators and determined the
curriculum of the schools. This education is a Iteeti dialogue and communication
between everyone in the movement. Armed guerilfdab@EZLN, Zapatista leadership
and the rest of society has joined and developedettiucation system within the
movement. This collective decision-making processimilar to that of the MST and
feeds from the education process itself.

The EZLN and its members place importance on e@ugabut education has
always been very important for the indigenous peayl Mexico and Chiapas. Clear
evidence of this could be seen at the Congressanf &istobal in 1974. Ten years
before the EZLN began to prepare and twenty yeafsré it acted, the importance of
education was already being emphasized in the alea.indigenous peoples chose to
organize their discussion at the Congress aroundi$sues: land, commerce, education
and health. The various groups agreed on a numbatemands with regard to
education, which included the following:

We want Indian teachers trained to teach in oumguage and
according to our custom, and that can also teaemiSip. We do not
want teachers who do not know our language andoisst\We want
teachers who will respect the communities and thestoms. We want
them to teach us our rights as citizens. We waatcthmmunity to be
taught its right$’*

With the EZLN’'s guidance, autonomous municipalitwere established and

communities started or continued to work on edoocatiAs the movement and as a

270 Amber Howard, “Refusing Government Money...."
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movement, the people are aware that they needfexedif education than the state’s
system of education. It was only after the ceasedmd with the creation of the neo-
Zapatista autonomous municipalities that the comtmsfirst discussed a plan to create
an autonomous educational system for the chiléfefihe neo-Zapatista school system
was an initiative of the communities and they eklen the municipal autonomous
government and on some civil society organizationtulfill their plans®”® Acceptance
of the education program took more than one yehe proposal was discussed by
communities, professionals and civil society, ahdaat the communities approved its
final design. With the approval of the educatioagram, some changes were introduced
into the organizational formation of the commumbti@and municipalities. Each
community now has an education committee and a geent position in the Good
Government Councils for regional educatféh.

The Good Government Councils, as a reflection & people’s power and
cooperative decisions, achieved many things faalleducation. The Good Government
Councils have provided resources to develop lodahstructure. The main investments
have gone toward the construction of schools dmdry buildings, and the acquisition
of educational materials such as notebooks, persencils?’> Schools and libraries
were constructed in Rancho Nuevo, Nuevo Horizont Rlan de Guadalupe with the
help of the councils. From the beginning, commesitworked together for better
education and for a higher quality of promoters. &ample, people in each community
worked for the promoters or gave them food. Pronsot® not receive money for their
work; their needs are filled by community, whichghmi give them food or donate a
day’'s work each month. As was seen above, everyonéhe community gives
something or does something to help develop thelitons of local education. They

also take an active part in the education process.

272 Rodriguez, 74.
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2’5 Rodriguez, 77.

122



Communities choose the promoters, decide whatwhiépe taught and take part
in designing the curriculum. One of the most impott parts of education is the
teachers. New education and new pedagogy requinesvatype of teachers. Old-style
teachers with old-fashioned ideas cannot inspinewlution or any change within
society. Therefore, educating teachers and supgottiem to create a new society is
very important. Transformation of the society carlyobe possible with a change in
education: new pedagogy and curriculum. The EZLMWegb this first problem by
relying on promoters who are local, unpaid and waglout of their own desire to raise
the consciousness of their home communfti@&ducational promoters are volunteers
selected by the autonomous, indigenous communitie€Shiapas, Mexico, to provide
instruction in Zapatista schools. These men anthe&vomake great sacrifices to teach
both children and adults in their communities andZapatista civilian educational
centers’”’ A member of a Zapatista community explains why téechers are called
“promoters”. “They are called promoters becauseythe to the communities and
promote education, promote knowledge and growinggisg that. But it is an exchange,
not just going there to teach something and onlyintgpit be a one-way thing. It is a

horizontal exchange?”®

These promoters of education are organic intelstof the community and
they have important roles in raising more orgamitellectuals for the movement.
Promoters of education are responding to the naedsdemands of communities. The
community prefers these promoters, not the govembnbeachers. The government
teachers are reproducers of the existing systemdandot know the language and
culture of the indigenous people. As representatik@an Caracol IV said,

27 Amber Howard, “Refusing Government Money...."”

277 «“Education Promoter Trainingstittp://www.schoolsforchiapas.org/english/projeathfmls-of-
hope/education-promoters.htrdiccessed 16 April 2008.
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The government teachers were not teaching aboutwenrculture and
our own language. So we as a community and as fgsabsmgan to
organize ourselves through meetings with other #stpa to plan the
Other Education. From these meetings, we agreéak&our children
out of the government schools and to name our owameters of
educatior?’®

These promoters are trained by professionals. Beadtom Mexico City trained
the first generation of men and women that wouldob®e the first local education
promoters. During this first training, four subjgetere taught: mathematics, languages,
life and environment and histori€€.The training lasted six months, and then those who
were trained would turn around and train anotheregation of local promoters from
their own communities. It is important to note ththese promoters are learning
alongside their students. It is not the type of cadion where the teacher knows
everything and the students know nothing. Rathes,teachers are promoters, people
from within the community committed to promotingffdrent types of work and
knowledge®®*

Over the years, many education promoters were taughstarted to work in the
schools of the autonomous communities. In thesenuamties, promoters educated
students and the community in a mutual way. Theghasomething, but also learned
many things from the experiences and knowledgetudenits and the people of the
communities. They recognize that everyone is ##rning; the promoter is merely
someone who facilitates a learning environnféft.

279 Amber Howard, “Refusing Government Money...."”
280 Rodriguez, 76.
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5.8. Other Education Issues in the EZLN

The EZLN announced its Other Campaign in the sumaieR005, as was
explained above. The EZLN primarily developed ththeg® Campaign for political
reasons, but it also had implications for educatibealth and other areas. Merely
changing politics and creating new politics is retough to change society and
transform the world for the better. Therefore, potens and members of the EZLN
developed a new educational understanding unddaliet of “Other Education.” On 31
December 2006, thousands of Zapatistas and viditons throughout Mexico and the
world met in the mountain town of Oventic for thatering of the Zapatista Peoples
and the Peoples of the World, where an entire aessas dedicated to “The Other
Education.” The Other Education is based on thesttoction of a new world, with
values of being, not of havirf§®* Comandante Concepcion from Caracol IV summarized

the Other Education in these words:

Education here is our own. As Zapatistas, we begamrganize
ourselves here in our territory, and it has causeg@roblems. But it's
just not the same, the education that the goverhmees, and we
began to realize this. They forced us to learn edet they wanted,
and we began to resist. The education they weliagyto our children
wasn't good. We had to make the change, to crelage Qther
Educatior?®

Other Education is a way to create a new world. &thecation of the state only
serves the existing system and neoliberal capitalReceiving such education, it is
clear that children can only become customers dnithey are lucky, find a job for
themselves and their families. Representatives d_wid Magdalena explained the
outcome of government education well: “Becausehef poor quality of government

education, we have begun to create our own. Theemofl education from the
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government served only to destroy the mother eanth all of humanity, to develop
studies favoring the interests of those in povi&t.”

The Other Education teaches children how to craatebe a functional part of a
new society. It is obvious that everything will raftange in a single day, but the EZLN
takes things step by step, giving communities tismehange and develop. It is important
to note what is being taught to children during fhiocess. There are four main areas in
Other Education:

* Languages: the autonomous education promoters teach in théyendus
languages, with Spanish taught as a second language

« Math: lessons include practical skills, such as calaupgiour land area so as
not to get cheated by agrarian reform officials.

» Life sciences (Agro-Ecology):lessonsemphasize agronomy, uses of local
plants, and protection of natural resources andr@mwient (as opposed to
commercial “development”).

» History: lessons emphasize revolutionary heroes, populaggies, community
history (including the recent past of exploitatiand abuse at the hands of
landowners on the fincas), and the Zapatista des&wdliberty, justice, and
democracy®®
Students learn about ways to provide for their comities?®’ Education that is

merely theoretical or designed for economic purpakees not allow children to become
active members of the movement or community, omfeards” of the new society.
Life sciences courses also teach students to take of the environment through
practices of organic agriculture and rejection ns-genetic seeds, among other
method<"®® While research on this topic and on the importasfoerganic agriculture is

generally emphasized, it is important that the EZ&lNo deals with this issue in its
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schools. History courses teach not only about #gemonic powers, wars and victories,
but also about ordinary people and their struggles resistance. The histories of local
and worldwide resistances influence the students give them power in their own
struggles. They also have a chance to learn theihen language along with Spanish,
which is not possible at state schools. Finallythms used to show how praxis is totally
engraved in the movement and in their lives.

The education department of the EZLN is organizewtlen the General
Coordination of the Zapatista Rebel Autonomous Bton System of National
Liberation of the Highlands of Chiapas (CGSERAZLNK3. motto is “EDUCATION IN
RESISTANCE, THIS IS OUR SCIENCE!" NOT HAVING EDUCAON IS LIKE
BEING DEAD!" EDUCATION CANNOT BE DETACHED FROM THE
STRUGGLES OF THE PEOPLE OF PLANET EARTHI¥

EZLN education can be divided into three partsstFare the Zapatista Rebel
Autonomous Primary Schools (EPRAZ). These primahposls are already functioning
in the communities of resistance and they formra gfadhe community’s autonomy just
as much as the other levels of education do. Theykkeady an established reality and
form part of the basic education of all the Zapatipeople$® The next level of
education is the Zapatista Rebel Autonomous Secgpn8ahools (ESRAZ). These
schools are autonomous; they do not depend onffils&lbgovernment for support. It is
a school of the Zapatista people and the peoplethefentire world, built with the
support of all those who stand in solidarity witlem?°*

The final level of education is not for Zapatistamanunities but rather for the
other people of world who are also in resistantes known as Zapatista Language
School (CELMRAZ) . Here, language courses are givespanish and Tsotsil. The

Language Center is a space for exchange and coroatiom with diverse peoples and

289 «7apatista Rebel Autonomous Education System dfdNal Liberation of The Highlands of Chiapas,”
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cultures of the world. Learning Tsotsil and Spanssh concrete form of this exchange
because the classes are offered in a context ofetil¢y of the indigenous people in
resistance. The activities offered are part of@ucational and cultural exchange and are
given in reciprocity for the economic support tifiateign brothers and sisters offer to
the schoof®?

In these schools, Other Education and autonomousaéidn find a shape for an
alternative society and a new humanity. It wouldideulous if the rules of the existing
system were applied to this new educational framkwdn the neo-Zapatista
educational system, there are no grades; thereforapetition to gain cultural capital
does not exist’® Education is not for creating human power for tdpiThe aim is to
develop community and benefit the movement. Thdtalggi system wants students
transformed into valuable inputs for productiongiltes value and people earn money in
the system based on their education and grades. résult, the EZLN prefers not to
create such differences among its students bedsusgucation system does not prepare
a labor force for capitalism but rather educatedestts for a new society.

While they are forming their own unique schooldsino surprise that they are
preparing their own educational materials, as viglhan intellectuals have created most
of the EZLN’s manuals and reading materials. Edangbromoters are at liberty to use
the prepared texts or any additional materials they consider pertinent for achieving
their educational goafS! Each community can decide on the materials to $ml u
according to their local needs and opportunitietodal Zapatista, Gustavo, summarizes
this very well: “There is no standard, no book tban be written about the right way to
educate around the world. Each community is differ&/e will continue to learn, to

share our ways with the people who come to listéh.”

2924 anguage Center http://www.serazIn-altos.org/eng/celm.hfrAccessed 18 April 2008.
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5.9. Conclusion

The EZLN and the MST were both influenced by theagl and theories of
Gramsci and Freire and have established an ednehsgstem for their movements that
is also impacted by their own communities, cultuaed historical experiences. A desire
to transform society and create new humans hasntetbe main inspiration of these
movements. This transformation can become possilite the unification and support
of a whole community that is linked to the movemdiite people will be the source of
the intellectuals who will walk, resist and struggWith the communities. The
“vanguard” role is not filled by someone who corfresn another region or country, but
by the local people who resist for their lands aodtures. As Gramsci pointed out,
organic intellectuals are essential for the tramségion of society. Educating people and
creating organic intellectuals becomes possibléh e pedagogy of Freire. Freire
claimed that because of the hegemonic power aneditsation and pedagogy, society
cannot find a way to transform itself. As a restiie MST and the EZLN aim to develop
organic intellectuals with a different pedagogy.

The main importance of education is that the gawemt, state or hegemonic
powers use it to pacify society. Schools demandntbst passive response from those
groups in society who are the most oppressed bgdbromic and political system, and
allow the most active participation and learningnirthose who are the least likely to
want change. This is logical approach for presertire status qut’® While schools and
formal education still have such aims, it is impbkesto transform society. Therefore,
these new movements focus heavily on educationstie to meet the needs of their
people, who generally cannot access formal educatictheir own.

Their educational systems are parallel to theirsaiihese movements do not
aim to seize state power. They never aim to hawveepoTheir aim is to give power to
the people. People must govern themselves. Caleettiadership, leading by obeying

and democratic organization are the main charatiesiof these movements. Through
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education, these ideas are transmitted to the pedple union of the people and of
active student participants in class is a dire@l.gbhe movements have also prepared
curricula and educational materials in discussioth wtellectuals and with the local
people. The education is for people and their neeaisfor power or the orders of the
hegemony. Through this education, the transformatib society is possible, without
aiming to have power, but to be power as wholeefypci

The MST and EZLN can influence others and becom@nguard of new change
in a new century. Their experiences and ideas eaapblied to other countries or other
resistance and struggle movements. Being poweowittaking power will be possible,
as they claimed. In the conclusion, these ideaksbeildiscussed and the place of these

movements in modern struggles will be observed.
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Chapter 6: Conclusion

First and foremost, this thesis has aimed to dtatention to the MST and the
EZLN. Despite the lively resistance atmosphere atir. America and the growing
importance and potential of these movements far tdoeintries and continent, they have
not found sufficient room in academic discussion3urkey. There are few reviews and
journals analysing the MST and the EZLN and onigva books.

This thesis has argued that the MST and EZLN'’s merarchical, participatory
and democratic features are related to their utmlesgs of power. The MST and
EZLN fight to be power without taking power. Ovedtving the state, becoming a new
government or getting separated from Mexico is auguestion for the EZLN. These
special features of the movements and their relatiopower are best exemplified in
their understanding and practice of education. &foee, this thesis has first showed the
source of the movements’ features by analyzing iBrédexico and international
conditions. Then the movements’ own histories Hasen searched for clues about their
power practices and unique qualities. Educatiomacte is discussed as the best
example of “being power” without taking power.

During the pessimistic atmosphere of the 1990s, esqmolitical parties,
organizations and different social movements, idiclg the MST and EZLN, still
believed in an alternative and had the power tdkvanwards it. The people cried out in
this decade that “another world is possible,” ahé Seattle, Genoa and Prague
demonstrations and the World Social Forum were erstones of this cry. The WSF
was not the only such event, and many other demaditgts and voices accompanied it.

The MST and EZLN came to prominence because of tlierent tactics and
experiences that formed their uniqueness. Thisshess explored the possibility that
these movements could be true alternatives andaeast real socialist experiences.
Throughout this analysis, the historical backgroand influential ideas and events of
these movements have been analyzed together withglthbal, national and local

developments. The thesis has examined neolibergtishtical party strategies, religion
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and legal codes as national causes of resistaieeiniportance of national and local
factors comes from their ability to explain why Bumovements have arisen in Latin
America but not elsewhere, though people suffemfrihe effects of neoliberalism
around the globe. Therefore, repeating or applyfregtactics of the MST or the EZLN
in other nations would probably not be succesdfidwever, this does not mean that
these movements are not important or that otheremewts cannot learn from their
experiences. More importantly, it is probably bette not to try to repeat the
experiences of others exactly. Classical revolatignmovements used to organize
themselves like the parties of the real socialisongyuerillas in Cuba or along Mao’s
Chinese experience. Repetitions of such eventsdvood become successful today. So
as the MST and the EZLN have emphasized, everyboeld root themselves in their
own people and history and then draw their road-méth an eye toward global
solidarity. Leaders and movements need to be widir tpeople, not just near their
people, not separate from their people and not beéind their people.

The thesis has presented a general history of ti8T Mnd EZLN. The
preparation era, armed uprising, peace negotigtionarches and autonomous
municipalities of the EZLN were explained togetheith the first occupations,
encampments, cooperatives, marches and educatapatiences of the MST. From
these experiences, other movements can take lesswh@void repeating the same
mistakes. One of the main ways that the MST and NE£an help other resistance
movements is by emphasizing how their own expedgnorganization and power are
closely interlinked with the people. Any movememtany different part of world could
learn, at the very least, that resistance and glieug possible under any conditions and
that it is still possible to create an alternasystem.

Finally, these movements’ educational experien@& lbeen analyzed and the
possibility of their being power or delivering alteanative system has been examined.
What they have achieved under the influence of whand what they have aimed to
further accomplish, have all been explained in final section. As this thesis has
argued, the main goals of the MST and EZLN havenldeecreate alternative power

practices and transform society without taking povizelucation has been at the center
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of this transformation. New social movements shoektablish their educational
practices early on and start to fight for a newietyc Here, the experiences of the MST
and EZLN can help significantly. However, as memtid before applying them
wholesale in other geographies would probably endisasters. The lesson here for
other movements is not to attempt to repeat thiesees in their entireties, but rather to
take the idea of alternative education and find sMaycreate their own, locally-focused
educational practices. The search for these laeddtipes could be the topic of another
thesis.

One of the main questions of this thesis has beleether the MST and the
EZLN can truly provide alternative social practitesapitalist society. In Wallerstein’s
words, “Was the Zapatista insurrection a succe$&?0nly answer is in the apocryphal
story about the answer that Zhou En-lai is supptsédve given to the question: ‘What

do you think of the French Revolution?’ Answer:isttoo early to tell.”**

The MST and EZLN have provided the hope to strudgtean alternative
system. They can be much like the real socialigieegnces of the USSR, China,
Albania or Yugoslavia and the guerilla warfare ofib@ or Nicaragua in terms of
aspiration. Just like these examples inspired @edpting the Cold War, the MST and
EZLN can inspire people now, but in different walwever, it is still too early to say
whether they could replace the old examples andiggoa new alternative. First, the
MST and EZLN do not aim to do such a thing. Theyehaever presented them as
vanguard forces. They do not tell people to blifdow them or apply their strategy to
other struggles. They do not claim that their wathie only way. Their strategy is not to
lead people, but rather to come together with pedpten to them and act with them.
They are a movement because they move. The mosttiamp thing is to be with people
and walk with them for a better society. The tregue is not the target, the aim or the
transformation, but rather the continuity, to keegpking.

If it is necessary to describe these movementstheid roles in the struggle

against neoliberal hegemony, they are symptomghémodern day. Their duty is not to

297 Immanuel Wallerstein, “What have the Zapatistasohaplished,"CommentaryNo. 224 (Jan 2008).
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develop themselves as model to be followed, bherab protect themselves as a branch
to hold, encouraging others to act as W&lThis is the true importance of the MST and
EZLN. They are reference points for others. Itrigetthat their experiences are not as
large as those of the Soviets, Cubans or Chinese wuring the Cold War. They
cannot create such levels of fear that those otiabst practices had created for the
capitalist hegemonic powers. However, they do kéepidea of resistance alive for
people. The MST and the EZLN show that it is gtdksible to resist and struggle under
any conditions. It is still possible to resist ircauntry where the military government
has harshly destroyed opposition, or where a ong-g@vernment did not allow the
voice of the opposition to speak. It is still pddsito resist in a world where
neoliberalism and neoliberal polices are accepsegoa-given and any other system but
capitalism is seen as childish, even foolish. Eweder these conditions, the MST and
EZLN claimed that another world, society and liferev possible. They worked to make
this real. They established encampments and autmm®nmunicipalities. In these
settlements, they organized life, established deatiocrules, developed an economic
life and founded schools and clinics. In other pat the world, other movements
should carefully analyze these experiences andheskselves how they might achieve
similar things within their own historical specifeonditions. Other movements should
obviously develop their own resistance and struggleeriences. Only by looking back
with clarity and taking relevant lessons from pedplstruggles will it be possible to

move persistently towards the new society that |eebbave been dreaming abétit.

298 Ramirez, 369.

29 Gustava Estava, “The Meaning and Scope of they§letfor Autonomy,” Latin American Studies
Association (Guadalajara, Mexico). 18 April 1997.
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