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ABSTRACT

MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF LABOR MOVEMENTS: 
A CASE STUDY ON THE PRESS COVERAGE OF SEYDİŞEHİR ETİ 

ALUMINUM PRIVATIZATION  

ERTÜRK, Burcu 

MSc, Media and Cultural Studies 

Supervisor: Dr. Barış ÇAKMUR 

 

May 2008, 278 pages 
 
 

This thesis analyzes media coverage of the labor movements by taking main 

underlying dynamics into the attention, in which the neo-liberal policy 

implementations ideologically contradict with the will of the workers. The media 

representation of working class will be evaluated on the base of the most striking 

contradictory area, privatization. The study will generally discuss the main dynamics 

before going through the news analyses of four national and nine local newspapers. 

This news of national and local media will be evaluated by the methods of content 

and discourse analyses. The study will finally try to find out the attitude of the 

workers towards their media representation and their trust in the media through the 

method of interviewing. The national and local media will be compared during the 

evaluations presented within this thesis.   

    

 

Keywords: Media representation, press, labor movements, content analysis, discourse 

analysis, privatization, news 
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ÖZ 

 
 
 

MEDYANIN İŞÇİ OLAYLARINI ELE ALIŞI: 
BASININ SEYDİŞEHİR ETİ ALÜMİNYUM ÖZELLEŞTİRMESİNİ 

YANSITMASI ÜZERİNE ÖRNEK ÇALIŞMA 

ERTÜRK, Burcu 

Yüksek Lisans, Medya ve Kültürel Çalışmalar  

Tez Yöneticisi: Dr. Barış ÇAKMUR 

 

Mayıs 2008, 278 sayfa 
 
 

Bu tez, işçi olaylarının medyada işlenmesini, yeni sağ uygulamalarının işçi iradesi ile 

ideolojik olarak çatıştığı alanı içeren başlıca dinamikleri ele alarak inceler. İşçi 

sınıfının medya temsiliyetini, en çatışmalı alan olan özelleştirme üzerinden 

değerlendirmektedir. Çalışma, ulusal ve yerel gazetelerin haberlerini analiz etmeden 

önce bu dinamikleri genel olarak tartışmaktadır. Ulusal ve yerel gazete haberleri, 

içerik ve söylem analizleri yardımıyla incelenecektir. Son olarak, çalışma yerel halkın 

medya temsiliyetine yaklaşımını ve medyaya olan güvenlerini mülakat yöntemiyle 

ortaya çıkarmaya çalışacaktır. Tez içerisinde sunulan değerlendirmelerde, ulusal ve 

yerel medya karşılaştırması yapılacaktır.  

   

 

 
Anahtar Kelimeler: Medya temsiliyeti, basın, işçi olayları, içerik analizi, söylem 

analizi, özelleştirme, haber 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This study aims to find out the attitude of the press towards the labor movements in 

which the neo-liberal policy implementations ideologically contradict with the will of 

the workers. In modern societies in the globalized world, the policies of privatization 

together with the withdrawal of public sector reflect the functioning of the neo-liberal 

ideology. Especially following the commercialization in the media sector, the 

representation of the labor movements in the media has taken a biased character. 

Being free entrepreneurships functioning within multiple sectors, new media 

holdings become the primary distributors of the liberal ideas. Within this framework, 

the representation of the labor movements and the will of the working class appear as 

the problematic issues, which are to be covered carefully.   

 

The concept of privatization is one of the most important problematic areas when the 

rights and the will of the working class are taken into consideration. Therefore, 

currently the most problematic area of the new modern societies will be discussed 

which has gone beyond the liberal policies in their phase of neo-liberal 

implementations. The concept of privatization comes into agenda on this respect, and 

the commercialized media organizations whose interests intersect with the ones of the 

other free enterprise support this process while the working class suffers from these 

implementations. Thus, the reflection of the labor movements within the media 

becomes mostly problematic in the scope of privatization in modern societies. 

 

Yıldız mentions ‘Privatization’ as “the transfer of the ownership of the KİTs (State 

Economic Enterprises), which realize the economic functions of the state, to the 

private enterprises”, and takes the concept as a matter to be analyzed with its political 
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side. In respect to this side of the issue, the concept is a political choice in its 

implementation, and reflects the ideology of the executive power.1 

 

Thus, the issue of privatization has especially gained phase with the very coming of 

neo-liberal stream as a political approach. The privatization practices, referring to the 

exclusion of the companies and industries belonging to public, firstly started by 

Margaret Thatcher, who came to power in England 8 years after the first appearance 

of the concept, and also it was also nearly at the same time followed by the practices 

of the president of the USA, Ronald Reagan. 2  

 

The leading figure for the neo-liberal implementations in Turkey was Turgut Özal: 

“Turkey experienced the first appearance of the neo-liberal policies especially in the 

discourse of Turgut Özal in the beginnings of 80s.”3 The press release of the 

Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers on October 20, 2004 was summarizing the process 

that has taken the privatization into the agenda: 

 

As a result of the liberal policies and the trend of globalization, the KİTs 
(State Economic Enterprises) , which function especially in the sectors of 
industry, mining, metallurgy, chemistry and agriculture, have only been 
allowed to undertake a certain level of entrepreneurship just enough to 
endure their production with the aim of creating mechanisms for the rants 
and benefits of domestic and foreign companies. However, the new 
investments that have been made for the modernization and renewal, 
crucial for the adaptation to the new technologies sustaining the conditions 
of free competitive market, have not been achieved. 

 

As it can be seen from the press release above, the trend of privatization displays a 

long-term strategic development of the capitalist economy within the neo-liberal 

policies. Therefore, this subject appears as a critical point for the policy makers in 

order to sustain the process of the privatization policies. In this respect, this study 

firstly endeavors to show the general framework and the developments shaping the 

phenomenon, and then aims to cover the assumed problematic area on the media 

                                                
1 YILDIZ, A. N. (2002). Türkiye Basınında Özelleştirme Haberleri. Master’s Thesis, Ankara: Gazi 
University Enstitute of Social Sciences: 6 
 
2 DURSUN, Ç. (2001). TV Haberlerinde İdeoloji. Ankara:İmge Kitabevi: 102 
 
3 PALACI, H. (1998). Yazılı Basında Memur Eylemleri: Egemen Söylemin Yeniden İnşası Üzerine Bir 
Örnek Olay Çalışması. Master’s Thesis. Ankara: AÜSBE: 59 
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representation of the workers regarding the example of the demonstrations during the 

Seydişehir Privatization process. Therefore, following the introduction of the study, 

in the first part of Chapter 2, the process will be analyzed which have given way to 

the current scene in the triangle of the politics, economy, and media relations; thus, 

the period of transformation experienced under certain national and global effects 

will be discussed. In the second part, the press coverage of labor movements in 

respect to the academic approaches will be taken into attention. This issue is assumed 

as a problematic area especially after 1980s, and thus this part goes on as a theoretical 

discussion leaned on the historical aspects. 

 

The following parts of the study specialize on the sample case of the privatization 

process in Seydişehir Aluminum Plants. Seydişehir Demonstrations, an example to 

the above-mentioned long-term policy implementations, comes forth as a significant 

academic research subject depending on its special role on the Turkish agenda. The 

third part of Chapter 2 will endeavor to indicate the reasons why Seydişehir 

Demonstrations is chosen as the sample case in this study as a research subject on the 

press coverage of labor movements, especially on the representation of the workers’ 

reaction against the privatization. After being summarized the background of 

Seydişehir Aluminum Inc. and underlined the crucial points in the process of 

privatization, the analyses of the sample media news in the sample period will be 

achieved in the following chapter. 

 

 In Chapter 3, firstly the stands of the several newspapers will be observed to make 

evaluations of the press coverage of the labor movements. A three-month period 

within the privatization process, beginning with the most sounded and biggest 

demonstration on May 23, 2005 and ending with the final labor movements following 

the completion of privatization process, will be taken into attention, and the news 

about Seydişehir will be analyzed in four sample newspapers in the national level. 

Moreover, in order to compare the contents and discourses of the news items, nine 

local newspapers will also be analyzed as a supportive knowledge to understand the 

general functioning of national media and to find out the differences in their media 

representation of labor movements.  
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In order to begin with the analyses of the news items in the sample group, it is firstly 

presented short information on each of these four sample newspapers regarding their 

ownership structures, circulations, and their general contents. Moreover, the general 

approaches of each sample newspapers to the issue of privatization will be discussed 

in order to understand their perspectives in respect to this issue.  

 

After giving the general characteristics of the sample newspapers, the analyses of the 

news items will take place. Firstly the quantitative data will be given as content 

analyses within the news items of the sample of four national newspapers together 

with the local ones in comparison, and then discourse analysis will be applied on the 

news texts in this three-month sample period.  

 

Finally, in the fourth chapter, there will be an evaluation of the interviews with the 

direct sources, local workers, in order to take the inside information on the 

perceptions and opinions of the first-hand sources on their media representation. In 

the conclusion, there will be a general evaluation about the media coverage of the 

labor movements, which will reflect the results of sample analyses and researches.   

 

In this study, the methodology of the research will include the content and discourse 

analyses of the news items during the sample period in comparison with the local 

ones. There will be given firstly the quantitative data as content analyses regarding 

the news items of the sample of four national newspapers together with the local 

ones, and then discourse analysis will be applied on the news texts within this three-

month sample period.  

  

Content analyses include the general statistical data of the news items, which covers 

the number of news appearances indicating the frequency, the number and the 

section of their pages exposing the perspective of the newspaper on the issue as an 

economic, social or politic phenomenon, statistical data on their source choices 

helping to understand which voices they are reflecting, and lastly the number of 

photographs displaying the way they are illustrating the news and balancing the text-

picture ratio. The content analyses will be taken into consideration under two levels: 

First level will consider each newspaper within itself with a list of their news items, 
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and the other level will indicate a cumulative data by a total of the news statistics of 

all newspapers.  

 

In the following part, discourse analyses will be applied on the news items, and this 

will be achieved under two headings as macro-level and micro-level analyses. Firstly, 

in macro-level, the main body of the news text will be evaluated regarding the 

photographs, headlines, leads and introductions, and the schematic structures of the 

news items. In the micro-level, the news syntax, the local coherence in news texts, 

the lexical choices and the rhetoric of the news will be analyzed. These two levels of 

analyses will indicate the economy-politic stances of each newspaper together with 

the ideological implications within the news discourses. 

 

After these analyses on the news items, the issue from the other side will be 

evaluated, and the perceptions and opinions of the local workers about their media 

representation will be questioned. In the town of Seydişehir, with the valuable 

supports of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union, interviews were made with 25 local 

workers, who had witnessed and experienced the events.  Interview was mainly made 

up to ten questions, which were asked to each interviewee during conversations. Ten 

main questions were asked in the conversations by explaining their reasons, in order 

to take correct answers and also not to give way to any misunderstandings or biases 

about the questions.   

  

Having been mentioned the methodology of the study; lastly some introductory 

information will be given about the scope of the study, regarding the reasons for 

choosing these certain time-period and sample group. The period taken as the 

research subject in this study is a three-month period beginning with the 

demonstration which is the most striking and the biggest of the Seydişehir 

Demonstrations as a workers’ reaction against the privatization of Seydişehir Eti 

Aluminum Inc., dated on May 23, 2005. The importance of this event emerges due to 

its sounded structure as a quite big labor movement took place in the town with a 

high-level participation and many injuries following the affray between the police 

and the local people. As mentioned before, the study will observe and analyze the 

presentation of this event by the selected four sample newspapers within Turkish 

press during the following three months.  
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Our sample group of newspapers will mainly be on the national level, the local 

newspapers are only taken into consideration to compare the contents and discourses 

of news items of the media organizations belonging to different levels. Sample 

newspapers are chosen in order to reflect different characteristics of the newspapers 

within the current Turkish press. For example, being a holding newspaper, Hürriyet 

appears as a popular and mass paper; on the other hand, Cumhuriyet is an example of 

the prestige newspapers. The other two newspapers represent the opposite 

standpoints as the two sides of the Seydişehir Demonstrations. Yeni Şafak is an 

Islamist newspaper, which is close to the approaches of the power holders in the 

current political structure, the government of Justice and Development Party- JDP 

(AKP in Turkish). On the other hand, the last sample newspaper, Günlük Evrensel, is 

a left-sided newspaper standing on the side of the workers with its critical discourse.  

 

In this part, as an introduction to the study, all general titles and their contents are 

mentioned, as well as the methodology and scope of this study. Now, the study will 

begin with the first part, as stated above, which gives general information about the 

global and national dynameters of the process that gave way to the current 

developments in political and economic spheres together with their effects on the 

scene of today’s media environment.  
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CHAPTER 2 

MAIN DYNAMICS IN MEDIA REPRESENTATION OF 

WORKING CLASS 

In this part of the study, the main dynamics will be discussed, which affected and are 

also affecting the way of the representation of the workers in the media. In order to 

grasp the whole picture, there will be firstly a general view on the global and national 

effects bringing the media relations to the present and then, a short discussion will be 

achieved on the press coverage of the labor movements. Following parts will 

specialize on our case, Seydişehir Privatization: The significance of the case subject 

will be covered in order to give the reasons why it is chosen for this study, and then 

the background of Seydişehir Privatization will be discussed with its all aspects, 

which could not be accurately presented in the stereotyped news style of today’s 

media. 

2.1. PERIOD OF TRANSFORMATION 

Period of 1980s witnessed important and widely encompassing changes in economic 

and political environment. The crises experienced in the liberal economic systems in 

the mids of 1970s gave way to “new” policies in order to prevent a possible collapse 

of the market economy. The depression in the mids of 70s pushed back liberalism to 

its roots, and thus the old individualist and materialist liberal system gained weight 

by legitimizing the free market economy and by functioning for the sake of the 

capitalist class by leaving the burden to the poorest parts of the society. After 80s, 

thinkers like Friedrich August von Hayek and Milton Friedman, became the leading 

figures for the approach of New Right or Neo-liberalism, as well as the political 

figures like Margareth Thatcher in Britain, and Ronald Reagan in the United States.4 

                                                
4 ŞENDEN, F. Özelleştirme. İstanbul: Sosyalist Dergi Vol.5 
http://www.urundergisi.com/makaleler.php?ID=122 (17.11.2007) 
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This process strengthening free market conditions influenced the social rights within 

the society by denying the requirement of the welfare system of the state. New Right 

policies stated that the welfare services of the state had given way to a decline in 

freedoms and thus, state should be shrunken, withdrawing from the sphere of social 

security and turn back to its traditional simple role in the old liberal thought. Dunlop 

underlines that this political approach is to encourage individual responsibility for 

welfare and expand the role of the private sector in public services. 5 

 

The root of this ‘new’ approach came from the idea of the state withdrawal in free 

market area in order to encourage an intensively implemented liberalist environment 

in economic sphere. David G. Green in his study, called “The New Right: The 

Counter-Revolution in Political, Economic and Social Thought”, concludes the logic 

of the ‘new right’, which is critical of the statism: “The common theme is that 

individuals should be able to direct their own lives to a far greater extent than is now 

possible, and that one of the chief obstacles to greater self-direction is the over-

mighty state.” 6 

 

Dunlop in his study, “Privatization: How government promotes market-based 

solutions to social problems”, also mentions this process, and effects of the 

globalization on the appearance of this new approach: 

 

Globalization or the emergence of a global market economy with its 
attendant need for global competitiveness has weakened the influence of 
national governments on social policy. This transformation has resulted in 
a significant weakening of government responsibility for social protection 
as the characteristic response to global restructuring.7  

 

                                                                                                                           
 
5 DUNLOP, J. M. (2006). Privatization: How government promotes market-based solutions to social 
problems. Critical Social Work. Vol. 7. No. 2. School of Social Work. Windsor-Canada: University of 
Windsor. http://www.criticalsocialwork.com/ (15.12.2007) 
 
6 GREEN, D. G. (1987).  The New Right: The Counter-Revolution in Political, Economic and Social 
Thought.  Brighton: Wheatsheaf Books:.210 
 
7 DUNLOP, J. M. (2006). Privatization: How government promotes market-based solutions to social 
problems. Critical Social Work. Vol. 7. No. 2. School of Social Work. Windsor-Canada: University of 
Windsor. http://www.criticalsocialwork.com/ (15.11.2007) 
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Under the scope of the new right policies, there appeared many transformations in 

economic and social spheres within the society. The implementations like 

privatization; deregulation in economic, and financial areas; anti-unionization; 

weakened or further cancelled social security institutions;   diminished social aids; 

invalidation of the programs for women, children and minorities; increased retiring 

ages  etc. pushed most of the society through the harsh miserable conditions of the 

18th and 19th century capitalist system.8 The working class was the most suffering 

part of the society, mostly affected by these implementations of intensive free market 

economic policies, especially by the privatization.  

 

Actually, the implementations of privatization naturally came to the agenda with the 

process of the state withdrawal from economic life. Grahame Thompson in his study 

“The Political Economy of the New Right”, explains the privatization as a 

spontaneous, and maybe an unplanned consequence of the implementations of liberal 

policies in 1979 in the U.K., which is the very beginning of the new right 

implementations on the world: 

 

They initially began with a policy of ‘liberalization’ – the opening up of 
areas of the economy, and particularly the public sector, to competition and 
market forces without dramatically challenging the ownership structure of 
any of these. Only when the limitation of this kind of activity became 
apparent did they turn to privatization. 9 
 

According to Thompson, the consequent objectives of this privatization appeared 

under three main scopes: The first one is probably the most obvious and general 

objective that increases the competition in the economy, which brings its own aspects 

of allocative (cost-side) efficiency and productive (technical) efficiency. The second 

objective concerns the financial effects of the privatization, in the context of 

government expenditure and its impacts on the economy. The last and the central 

objective was the extension of share ownership, which is very related with the 

concept of ‘shareholding democracy’, that means “instead of public assets being 

                                                
8 ŞENDEN, F. Özelleştirme. İstanbul: Sosyalist Dergi Vol.5 
http://www.urundergisi.com/makaleler.php?ID=122 (17.11.2007) 
 
9 THOMPSON, G. (1990). The Political Economy of the New Right. Boston: Twayne Publishers: 142-
143 
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owned by the ‘state’, they were to be put in the hands of the ‘people’ in a rather 

populist and neo-conservative new right fashion.”10 

 

On the other hand, this new thought has taken the organization of the labor power as 

a danger to the healthy ongoing of the free market. The ‘cost-push’ theory of inflation 

holds that in a seller’s market trade unions are able to push up wages, and in so doing 

create inflation.11  Organized workers would create burdens on the free maneuver of 

the entrepreneurs by their not-ending demands, and complaints. Moreover, Hayek 

takes the trade unions as an enemy of the freedom of association of workers, and 

claims that their legalized power prevents other workers from earning as good 

income as they otherwise might.12 

 

Within this global framework, Turkey was importing these new policies in a quite 

fast manner by the help of the supporting political conditions of the time. When the 

very beginning of 80s is considered, this worldwide flourishing ‘new right’ policies 

were to be activated by Turgut Özal in Turkey to create a consumer society. The new 

right in Turkey certainly maintained many traditional elements in its ideological 

appeal, but also it incorporates into its national-popular agenda several new assets 

such as anti-statism, privatization, liberal-competitive individualism etc.13 

 

Especially many new legal arrangements have been achieved in this period in order 

to weaken the voice of the labor power, which are critical about the new coming 

economic system. The role of the military intervention in 1980 also created a sharp 

transformation by cutting off the dissident voices within the society. Thus, during the 

period, beginning with the military takeover on September 12, 1980 and ending with 

the implementation of a new legislation on 1984, many important legal changes were 

                                                
10 THOMPSON, G. (1990). The Political Economy of the New Right. Boston: Twayne Publishers: 144-
145 
 
11 GREEN, D. G. (1987).  The New Right: The Counter-Revolution in Political, Economic and Social 
Thought.  Brighton: Wheatsheaf Books: 192-193 
 
12 GREEN, D. G. (1987).  The New Right: The Counter-Revolution in Political, Economic and Social 
Thought.  Brighton: Wheatsheaf Books: 205 
 
13 TÜNAY, M. ( 1993). The Turkish New Right's Attemp at Hegemony. (Eds): ERALP, A.; TÜNAY, 
M.; YEŞILADA, B. The Political and Socioeconomic Transformation of Turkey. Preger:34  
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made to constitute new legal frame of the labor market.14 Adaklı explains these 

special conditions in Turkey enabling the improvement of new economic policies in 

1980s with consequences; and mentions the economy-political transformation toward 

an export-oriented policy, experienced by the hegemonic Turkish classes with the 

coming of the economic stabilization decisions of January 24, 1980. Moreover, the 

military coup d’état of September 12, 1980 occurred in the following period is 

defined by Adaklı as being speculated in order to prevent the possible resistance of 

the working class, which had already started to proceed after the late 60s in Turkey.15 

 

Every area in Turkey where the privatization was achieved, the number and the ratio 

of the unionized workers have been dramatically decreased in 1980s. In spite of this 

fact, the unions could not manage to create an effective counter policy against the 

privatization. Trade unions could not react against the ideological bombardments of 

the capitalists in favor of the privatization. Therefore, “both the local and the central 

administers of the trade unions even looked positive to the sale of the 31 per cent of 

the public enterprises to the ‘workers’, and this meant nothing other than a corrosion 

of class identity.”16 

 

 Turgut Özal was a special name for this new period, because he is the head 

missioner during three following political eras. As a technician in the first period, as 

a Deputy Prime Minister in Charge of the Economy in the second period, and lastly 

as the Prime Minister in the third one, he played a significant role in the creation and 

implementation of the decisions.17 

 

 The military intervention in 1980 has much to help Özal to maneuver without a rival 

in the political arena, and thus he managed to implement his policies in a smooth 

way. The withdrawal of the state from market as a reflection of this ‘new right’ 
                                                
14 AKKOYUNLU, A.S. (1990). The Effect of the 1980 Stabilization Program on Labor Market in 
Turkey. Master’s Thesis, Institute of Social Sciences. Ankara: METU: 49 
 
15 ADAKLI, G. (2003). Türk Basınından Türk Medyasına: Hakim Medya Gruplarının Kısa Tarihi. 
Sosyalist Barikat Dergisi/Görüşler, İstanbul  
http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/medya20.htm (10.09.2006) 
 
16 AKKAYA, Y. (2003). Özelleştirme ve Sendikal Politikalar. İstanbul: Sosyalist Barikat 
Dergisi/Görüşler. http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/ozel.htm (21.12.2007) 
 
17 KONGAR, E. (1995). 12 Eylül Kültürü. İstanbul: Remzi Kitabevi: 29 
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policies gave way to harsh market competition conditions for domestic and especially 

small domestic companies. “The 24th January Decisions of him, opening Turkish 

market to global market, has allowed many new competitive products to become 

substitute for domestic products.”18  

 

Media organizations were among these companies, which exposed the effects of 

‘market economy’19 very negatively. For example, the end of the state subvention to 

paper, as a result of the well-known 24th January Decisions of Özal, caused a radical 

increase in the costs of newspapers. The owners of those years in the media, who 

were also journalists as their ‘father occupation’, began to lose their organizations 

because of the increased costs, and thus, in the second half of 1990s, almost all of the 

‘traditional’ owners had to leave their organizations to the ‘new’ media owners.20 

 
Adaklı mentions the beginning of these harsh conditions in the Turkish press: “The 

per unit paper price, which were 13.000 TL on that date (January 24, 1980), was 

defined as 41.000 TL on 25th January. And the subventions given to press till that 

date were cancelled.”21 

 

On the other hand, the state withdrawal was also experienced in the TV sector. Magic 

Box Company opened the first private TV channel, Star 1 at the beginning of 90s. 

The most dramatic side of this situation was the fact that this channel used a loophole 

in the law to start its broadcasting and the ownership structure, which has included 

the son of President Özal, helped it to survive without a legal base. Although being 

perfectly aware of its obvious illegal position, the government did not hesitate to give 

support to Turkey’s first private television channel Star 1, founded by the young 

business executive Cem Uzan and Ahmet Özal, who happened to be President Turgut 

Özal’s son.22  

                                                
18 DAĞTAŞ, B. (2003). Reklamı Okumak. Ankara: Ütopya: 78 
 
19 TILIÇ, D. (1998). Utanıyorum Ama Gazeteciyim. İstanbul: İletişim: 85 
 
20 TILIÇ, D. (1998). Utanıyorum Ama Gazeteciyim. İstanbul: İletişim: 90 
 
21 ADAKLI, G. (2001). Yayıncılık Alanında Mülkiyet ve Kontrol, Medya Politikaları.  Ankara: İmge: 
157 
 
22 ÇAPLI, B. (2001). Media Policies in Turkey since 1990. Culture and Communication: 46 
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The role of the economic stability decisions achieved on January 24, 1980 was very 

crucial in the lost of Turkish media’s relative autonomy from the state and the 

capitalist. However, with the following military intervention, the effects of economic 

and political restructuring program, called ‘neo-liberal transformation’, violated the 

chance of Turkish people to live as equal and free individuals. In this process, an 

important mission was attributed to the media to get the consent of the public, and 

this role was achieved by the imposition of a defined life style and ideology on the 

masses. This role and function indicated an important change in the ownership 

structures of the media organizations, and these huge media complexes began to 

make production in the economies of scale creating variety of newspapers, 

periodicals, books etc. 23 

 

Today’s media-politics relation has appeared as a consequence of these changes 

beginning with 80s. “The political and economic environment, mostly shaped in this 

period, has given way to the synchronization of the mutual interests of the media 

actors and politicians, and thus supported the strategic alignments.”24 Tılıç mentions 

that the relations with the government authorities were not being taken as a source of 

proud, whereas, after 1980, this situation has become a symbol of prestige for the 

journalists, and all the declarations of the politicians have begun to be taken as 

significant.25     

 

In the project of new hegemony in 80s, a unique role was attributed to the media: 

While the press freedom of criticizing was being restricted, some special gifts have 

been presented to the media owners. The most important of these gifts was the 

privileges in the privatization tenders, which is one of the most favorable policies in 

neo-liberal programs. Gülseren Adaklı gives example of the tenders of the GSM 

                                                
23  ADAKLI, G. (2003). Türk Basınından Türk Medyasına: Hakim Medya Gruplarının Kısa Tarihi. 
Sosyalist Barikat Dergisi/Görüşler, İstanbul  
http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/medya20.htm 
(10.09.2006) 
 
24 SÖNMEZ, M. (2003). Filler ve Çimenler:Medya ve Finans Sektöründe Doğan/Anti-Doğan Savaşı. 
İstanbul: İletişim 
 
25 TILIÇ, D. (1998). Utanıyorum Ama Gazeteciyim. İstanbul: İletişim: 84 
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operators, in which two big media conglomerates succeeded: Turkcell given to 

Çukurova Media Group, and Telsim to Uzan Media Group.26 

 

As can be seen above, Turkish media sector has dramatically changed at the end of 

this process of political and economic changes from 80s through 90s. There appeared 

a process in which only the ones with strong finance structures and with big 

advertisement budgets could survive, while the others were withdrawing from the 

market or re-owned by new bosses.27  There remained two important effects 

afterwards: ‘commercialization of media’ and ‘a change in the ownership structure of 

media organizations’.28 Thus, the benefits of the new media owners began to overlap 

with the ones of the other power holders. 

  

Firstly, the increased costs of media organizations, with the fast developments in the 

area of technology creating new techniques, has given way to a trend within media 

organizations, which basically depends on profit creating. Since, media organizations 

had turned out to be unprofitable organizations in the market conditions with their 

minus profits. Therefore, media owners tried to increase their revenue with 

advertisements, the only revenue for the media organizations. The dependence on 

advertisement revenue has gained an increasing importance through 90s, and 

commercialization of media organizations has remained effective within media 

sector. Moreover, these new agents of information began also to fuse their highly 

materialistic vision through the society with their massive influences, and this was 

the new shape of media structure required for a healthy transformation through neo-

liberal policies: “The dispersion of a market culture in Turkish society was a 

precondition for viability of the new liberal economic order and for transformation of 

inherited etatist values and priorities.”29  

 

                                                
26 ADAKLI, G. (2003). Türk Basınından Türk Medyasına: Hakim Medya Gruplarının Kısa Tarihi. 
Sosyalist Barikat Dergisi/Görüşler, İstanbul 
 http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/medya20.htm (10.09.2006) 
 
27 SÖYLEMEZ, S. A. (1998). Medya Ekonomisi ve Türkiye Örneği. Ankara: Haberal Eğitim Vakfı:96-
97  
 
28 TILIÇ, D. (2000). Media Ownership Structure in Turkey. Ankara: ÇGD 
 
29 GUNN, S. (1989). Revolution of the Right: Europe’s New Conservatives. London: Pluto: 39 
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The process went hand in hand with the change in the media ownership structure. 

The old ‘traditional’ owners could not afford the hard conditions, and also ‘new’ 

owners have realized the importance of media for their other investments, or 

relations, and used their money from other sectors to gain media organizations.  

 

In the first half of the 1990s, almost every newspaper experienced a change in its 

ownership. These commercially thinking new media owners have tried to gain 

something from the media, at least to circulate its own cost-revenue, as well as using 

the media as an instrument to gain social power. The knowledge began to be seen as 

a ‘materialistic value’30 for the organization and there appeared ‘advertising 

information’ or ‘advertising news’, with an increasing rate. The new conglomerates, 

multi-sectoral media owners, used their media power to increase their political and 

social prestige as well as creating direct profits through horizontal and vertical 

expansions in the market. 

 

In the economic and political conditions of the 1980s, traditional media owners 

expanded their investments out of the media sector, whereas the big capitalist groups 

in other sectors accelerated their investments in the media sector: “one of the 

remarkable feature of this period was the fact that the support and new credits 

required by the media began to be achieved by direct face to face relations with the 

government.”31 New media owners, functioning in multi- sectoral areas, began to 

expand their capital and to benefit from the sale advantages of large-scale enterprises 

by the means of privatization tenders. 

 

Therefore, political-economic approach to the media-business-politics relations is to 

provide dimensions of this change together with the mechanism of this ongoing 

structure. Moreover, the mutual interdependence of each side in this type of 

relationships can be analyzed by the help of Gramscian concept of ‘hegemony’. In his 

definition of hegemony, Gramsci means a much more encompassing definition than a 

simple political alliance: 

                                                
30 TOPÇUOĞLU,N. (1996). Basında Reklam ve Tüketim Olgusu. Yeni Türkiye 96/11: 445 
 
31 ADAKLI, G. (2003). Türk Basınından Türk Medyasına: Hakim Medya Gruplarının Kısa Tarihi. 
Sosyalist Barikat Dergisi/Görüşler, İstanbul http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/medya20.htm 
(10.09.2006) 
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..it is no longer a question of a single political alliance but of a complete 
fusion of economic, political, intellectual and moral objectives which will 
be brought by one fundamental group or groups allied to it through the 
intermediary of ideology when an ideology manages to spread through the 
whole of society determining not only united economic and political 
objectives but also intellectual and moral unity.32 

 

According to Gramsci, hegemony is an all-encompassing process of fusion of the 

dimensions of whole society. Moreover, he indicates some hegemonic apparatuses in 

order to achieve such kind of an inclusive phenomenon, and emphasizes the role of 

these apparatuses especially in the bourgeois societies: 

 

In the bourgeois state, which is the first to use an extensive hegemonic 
apparatus, the autonomous castes of the pre-modern state become 
transformed into voluntary associations- parties, unions, cultural 
institutions, etc. - which serve as hegemonic instruments.33   

 

However, if his writings are adapted to the ‘information age’, which we are now 

strongly experiencing, the most important hegemonic instruments appear as the 

channels of media organizations. Therefore, in the media-business-politics 

hegemony, beginning with the 1980s’ New Right policies, the state power of political 

authorities began to be highly associated with the cultural-intellectual power of the 

multi-sectoral owners of these media channels in order to spread or fuse the ideology 

to the whole society. 

 

2.2. PRESS COVERAGE OF LABOR MOVEMENTS 

In general, the media coverage of the societal events is in the main attention of the 

academic discussions originating from the question whether the media reflects the 

‘reality’ as it is or not. The world is being integrated through globalization and the 

mass media channels are becoming our eyes opening to this huge scope of the events. 

Following this increase in the capacity of the communication channels over the 

masses, the news making within these channels became the centre of attention of 

                                                
32 MOUFFE, C. (1979). Gramsci and Marxist Theory. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul:181 
 
33 ADAMSON, W. L. (1980). Hegemony and Revolution: A Study of Antoio Gramsci’s Political and 
Cultural Theory. London: University of California: 173 
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various theorists. There are mainly two fronts in the theoretical discussion on the 

media presentation of the events; liberal-pluralist mainstream approach and the 

critical approach.  

 

In the liberal-pluralist approach, the media is conceptualized as the Fourth Estate and 

the media professionals are seen as autonomous, rational individuals endowed with 

the capacity of comprehending the social reality and mirroring this reality 

objectively. Such an understanding leads to the notion that media is ‘the mirror of the 

reality’.34 Liberal Approach, with its emphasis on the news and its distribution, also 

underlines the news-producer and the news-transmitter. In this respect, the newsman 

is defined as “a mediator for the right of the public to be informed; a pluralist aware 

of the social responsibilities; and an impartial, truthful and realistic individual.”35 

 

On the other hand, taking a stand against the pluralists who see the media as an 

indispensable part of the pluralist democratic system, the critics look upon the media 

as a means through which the economic and political power holders impose their own 

ideology in order to create a consensus which is needed for the reproduction of the 

economic and political practices.36 

 

The period beginning by the 80s, covered in previous section, creates a suitable 

environment in order to question the media as ‘the fourth estate’, and enables us to 

consider the problematic aspects of the representation of the weak in the media and 

thus the problematic side of the media representation of the ‘reality’. 

 

Beginning with the 80s in Turkey, the transformation experienced in the media 

structure allowed creating a suitable ground to disseminate the market-driven values 

while ignoring the rights of the ones harmed by the harsh free market system, mostly 

the workers. The voice of the weak has not overlapped with the interests of the 

                                                
34 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 16  
 
35 YILDIZ, A. N. (2002). Türkiye Basınında Özelleştirme Haberleri. Thesis, Ankara: Gazi University 
Enstitute of Social Sciences: 3-4 
 
36 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 21 
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power-holders, and thus their representation within the society became problematic 

within the huge and monopolized power-holding media institutions. The media 

representing the wills of the workers has not been supported by the power holders, 

while popular media was in its way to disseminate the values of an economic system, 

which encourages the exploitation of them. “Neo-liberal elements such as 

individualism, market, maximization of self-interest etc. which were not familiar to 

most Turkish subjects were naturalized by the discourse used by Özalizm.”37 Beyond 

the problematic of the representation of the workers, an intensive articulation of the 

capitalist values was achieved into the daily lives of the whole society through 80s. 

 

If the period is taken under consideration in respect to the politics-business-media 

relations, the policies of Özal towards the media organization, Star 1, have been still 

remaining as the most effective example for the others to follow. And the economic 

system was imported from abroad as neo-liberal policy of the West led by Reagan, 

Thatcher. Turkish economy was not strong enough to be integrated into the world 

free market, and the companies tried to survive with some ‘justifiable’ ways. The 

long-going trend of politics-business-media strategic alignment became irresistible 

for each side, especially for the multi-sectoral media owners looking for some profit 

from the system. At that time, the most commonly declared statement of the neo-

liberal policy was that politics would leave the market on its own and withdraw itself; 

however the politics-business-media relation has deepened by transforming itself to 

underground or to special secret meetings in order to meet in the mutual benefits. 

Media became an important channel in order to gain social commitment for 

transformation. Because, people would only do sacrifices if they believe that the new 

economic system would provide them with the rewards and thus, the governments 

apply some strategies to persuade the citizens to act along with the market principles 

and to stand on hardships.38  

 

When looked from the labor side, anti-unionist policies, privatization and the 

increasing harsh market conditions created difficult living conditions for the workers 

                                                
37 AKDOĞAN, A.A. (2001). Mapping Özal’s New Right Hegemonic Project. Doctorate Thesis. 
Graduate School of Social Sciences. Ankara: METU: 9 
 
38 AKDOĞAN, A.A. (2001). Mapping Özal’s New Right Hegemonic Project. Doctorate Thesis. 
Graduate School of Social Sciences. Ankara: METU: 4 
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beginning with the 1980s. Moreover, the unionist activities in the media sector are 

also highly restricted in this period by legal arrangements. Media workers began to 

be open to all profit-gaining influences of their new multi-sectoral media owners, and 

thus their chance to defend the rights of their class has been damaged as well as their 

chance to stick to the ideal free informative role as their occupational responsibility 

for the society. 

 

There is a strict correlation between the unions and the press freedom: “Without a 

press freedom, there could not be any defense for the rights of unionization. On the 

other hand, without unions, press could not achieve its mission in a secure and 

tranquil environment.”39 

 

The underlying structures of the media-holding integration process beginning in 

1980s and coming to 2000s can be summarized under the points of the requirement to 

gain prestige in several areas, especially in political arena; growth by the means of 

promotion; removal of the role of the public broadcasting by the private media; 

economic crises; emerging cartels in distribution and advertisement sectors; and the 

mutual interests of the capitalist groups in the elimination of the unionization 

movements. This structural transformation of the media gave way to an employment 

system of a kind of journalist who is to follow the interests of the media owners and 

to expand a magazine understanding, instead of taking an investigative and 

explorative attitude.40 

 

Van Dijk mentions the journalists as “symbolic elites”, and, mentions their essential 

role in the ideological supporting framework for the exercise or maintenance of 

power in our modern, information and communication societies. Van Dijk also adds 

that these elites are managed by the state or private corporations, which creates 

constraints on their freedom of articulation that emerge in various properties of their 

discourse. Thus, the voice of the elite becomes often the voice of the corporate or 

                                                
39 KONGAR, E. (1995). 12 Eylül Kültürü. İstanbul: Remzi Kitabevi: 39 
 
40 Avrupa Gazetecilik Öğrencileri Forumu 20. Yıllık Toplantı Raporu. (2005). Yeni Medya Mimarisinde 
Gazetecinin Yeri. http://www.bianet.org/bianet/kategori/medya/59749/yeni-medya-mimarisinde-
gazetecinin-yeri (14.11.2007) 
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institutional master, and in this respect, the interests and ideologies of the elites can 

not be fundamentally different from those who pay or support them.41 

 
 

Lichtenberg mentions four factors affecting the news making process within the 

general media, and states those under four main points. Firstly, he claims that 

contemporary news organizations belong to large corporations whose interests 

influence what gets covered and how.  Secondly, he indicates that news organizations 

are driven economically to capture the largest possible audience and thus not to turn 

it off, thus the coverage should be too controversial, too demanding, too disturbing.  

Thirdly, the media organizations are easily manipulated by government officials (and 

others), for whom the press, by simply reporting press releases and official 

statements, can be a virtually unfiltered mouthpiece. Lastly, the characteristics of the 

media themselves constrain or influence coverage, thus, for example, television lends 

itself to an action-oriented, unanalytical treatment of events that can distort their 

meaning or importance. 42 

 

Sholle explains the text analyses in critical approach: the interpretation of the media 

messages is not simply finding the meanings produced within the media messages; it 

aims to show how they are related the societal processes.43 Hall et all. also mentions 

that news is produced within daily practices of the journalists (in order to get over the 

economic, time and space restrictions), within the professional ideologies of the 

journalists (the journalism codes appeared after the transformation of the press into 

commercial managements), together with the historical conditions and production 

moment in which the news texts are produced (with the reflection of the economic, 

power relations within the social formation into the texts).44 

                                                
41 VAN DIJK, T. A., Structures of Discourse and Structures of Power. 
http://www.discourses.org/OldArticles/Structures%20of%20discourse%20and%20structures%20of%20
power.pdf (19.12.2006) 
 
42 LICHTENBERG, J. Foundations and Limits of Freedom of the Press ed. by Denis McQUAIL (2002). 
McQuail’s Reader in Mass Communication Theory. London: Sage Pub.: 173-181 
 
43 PALACI, H. (1998). Yazılı Basında Memur Eylemleri: Egemen Söylemin Yeniden İnşası Üzerine Bir 
Örnek Olay Çalışması. Master’s Thesis. Ankara: AÜSBE: 39  
 
44 HALL, S.; CRITCHER, J.; CLARK, J.; JEFERSON, T. and RUBERT, B. (1978). Policing the Crisis: 
Mugging The State and Law and Order. GB: Methuen: 343 
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Within this system, the attention of the media to the events depends on certain 

criteria, and when the labor events are considered, the emphasis can hardly reach its 

ideological background. The ongoing general liberal standing of the states, and also 

the time, space and economic restrictions affects the news making process.  

 

The concept, ‘news value’, especially learned in organizational and daily practices, 

draws the framework of the interpretation of the news. According to Lippman, the 

news must arouse the feelings or the emotions of the reader as well as offer him the 

opportunity to identify with what he is reading.45  In the researches of Glasgow 

Media Group, there appear obvious results from the declarations of the unions about 

their representation in the media. Firstly, the almost universal complaint from the 

trade unionists interviewed was turned out that both television and press coverage 

focused upon unions exclusively appear as ‘dispute’ organizations; and also, second 

complaint, which is frequently made, was that not only did media coverage focused 

mainly upon strikes but when it did so it concentrated upon the most trivial and 

sensational aspects of them.46  

 

The attention of the news maker is generally on the sensational side of the event, 

which is very beneficial from two aspects: Firstly, the media organizations gain more 

consumers and thus ‘ratings’ by ‘catching’ the event from the most profitable side; 

and secondly, they can disguise the most dangerous side of the events, which is 

highly ideological and contrary to the general policy of the state. 

 

Although the event covered in the news items is closely related to a social and an 

economic problem, all the newspapers isolated it from its social and economic 

causes: The event is made into news with the influence of news values, and is 

stereotyped as an act of violence and negativity. If this event had been presented with 

adequate contextual information and historical background such news story would 

have easily been turned into a ‘political event’ and as such the social problems would 

                                                
45 MURDOCK, G.; HALLORAN, J.D. & ELLIOT, P. (1970). Demonstration and Communication: 
Case Study. England: Penguin Books: 25 
 
46 GLASGOW UNIVERSITY MEDIA GROUP (foreword by Richard HOGGART) (1976). Bad News. 
USA: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd.: 228 
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have started to be questioned and evaluated together with their real political and 

economic causes. 47  

 

 In fact, representing the true nature of the events is meaningless for the journalist 

because in reporting the facts they are bond to make interpretations all the time 

depending on the responses of the readers. In reporting, they may even turn out to be 

overemphasizing the violent nature of the events. This creates a double effect on the 

reader, one is that the reader’s curiosity may be awakened to increase the sales and 

also it may have an effect in showing the unwanted outcomes of the violent acts.48  

Violence and the way it is reported is almost always a political issue. Decisions about 

what to include, what to leave out, how to comment on it, and who to blame for it are 

not simply a matter of individual broadcasters’ preferences, or producers’ guidelines 

about acceptable viewing alone. They involve considerations of local and national 

broadcasting policy, international relations, and shared values.  

 

Whether committed by individuals or groups, acts of violence have consequences for 

society. The ways in which those acts and their consequences are interpreted and 

mediated will vary according to an often unwritten agenda of values and beliefs 

which are transmitted not only by broadcasters and media institutions, but also by 

other power agents in society. 

 

When the labor movements are considered as the events to be transmitted through the 

media channels, the question of the representation of the reality becomes more 

important because of their ideological repercussions. Because, labor movements have 

a tendency contrary to the liberal ideology, and the news should be presented more 

carefully in their ‘news value’ in the scope of these events. Especially, the decisions 

of privatization are usually a long-term liberal state policy over the initiatives of the 

politicians separately.  

 

                                                
47 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU:118 
 
48 KILIÇALP, N. (1999). Representation of Events Through the Printed Media: Demonstration on May 
1st, 1996 and in Gaziosmanpaşa District on March 1995 in İstanbul. Thesis. Ankara: METU: 31 
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The event, which is taken into attention in this study, known as Seydişehir 

Demonstrations is a reaction of the workers to the process of privatization, which is a 

long-standing state policy in its background. Therefore, the democratic, objective, 

and impartial role of the media will be questioned with this example of the labor 

events. In other words, the liberal-pluralist assumption on the functioning of the 

media, as its role of ‘forth estate’, will have been questioned in that way.  

 

The practices of privatization has subject to many criticism from public and the civil 

organizations, but it has not seriously affected from these reactions as being a long-

term general state policy. Media has played a crucial role in that point as the 

mechanism transmitting these cases to the public, and also as the functional 

instrument to make the civil society used to the practices of privatization. The news 

making process in media channels has importance to create the ways for the 

transformation into a neo-liberal state policy of liberalization. Before analyzing the 

objects of this news making process, a privatization case will be covered, Seydişehir 

Eti Aluminum Factory, in its own reality, as an example of these practices. Then, it 

becomes easier to explore the differences or bias of the news media in its presentation 

of the events. 

 

2.3. SIGNIFICANCE OF SEYDİŞEHİR DEMONSTRATIONS 

Turkey has been witnessing policies of privatization beginning with the period of 

80s. The results of these implementations mostly affect severely the workers and 

their families. Especially after the appearance of globalization and neo-liberal 

policies, working class was influenced by the attacks of national entrepreneurs as 

well as those of their huge global supporters on the worldwide scale. However, the 

working class has remained quiet insufficient to generate a counter reaction within 

itself. The main reason behind this fact leans on their lack of unionization, and their 

partial and unorganized representation of power. This long-lasting situation has 

unfortunately created disengagement between the workers in their motivation to 

create a common-voice. The workers’ unions in Turkey are even not able to take a 

mutual action or become together in their arguments. Especially the privatization 

implementation means un-unionization for the workers, and an important step to 
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discourage their resistance to the capital.49 Turkish labor movements, in their 

structural problems, could not reach a significant common overall success to cope 

with the coming privatization decisions and their harsh implementations.  

 

This general situation can easily be observed within the labor movements during the 

privatization policies of Justice and Development Party-JDP (AKP) government. JDP 

is known with its liberal and Islamist stand, and its big-scale implementations of 

privatization during its current one-party-rule. Therefore, many other privatization 

cases went in hand with the one of Seydişehir Aluminum. There happened many 

other worker demonstrations against these privatization decisions in the same period: 

The most sounded ones can be mentioned as the demonstrations of SEKA, TEKEL, 

ERDEMİR, TÜPRAŞ, and TELEKOM. However, the mutual dilemma of these labor 

movements like the ones in the past lies in their restricted and locally limited scope of 

effects. Every labor movement has only focused on their own privatization case, and 

did not catch the other parts of the phenomena, and thus remained locally. Moreover, 

the working class during these labor movements, could not reach to the general 

society in order to grasp the macro-level effects of privatization implementations, and 

locally stayed against the privatization of their own factory. Therefore, these 

movements could not be articulated into the general society; and remained a personal 

argument of the working class.50 The labor movements did not succeed to cooperate 

with each other, as well as with the other groups in the general society. 

 

However, the demonstrations in Seydişehir can be seen as an optimistic development 

and indicates a potential for the working class.51 Seydişehir Demonstrations has an 

importance in their success to manage an all-encompassing and cooperated 

movement within the town reaching to the other labor movements. The privatization 

of Seydişehir has a long story, the Seydişehir people have been fighting against 

                                                
49 ADALI, D. (June-July, 2005). Sermayenin Saldırısı, Özelleştirme ve İşçi Sınıfının Acil Görevleri. 
Kaldıraç Dergisi, V.59  
 
50 AKKAYA, Y. Özelleştirme Karşıtı Mücadele: Yolun Neresindeyiz?. 
http://www.sendika.org/yazi.php?yazi_no=2677 (20.09.2007) 
 
51 ADALI, D. (June-July, 2005). Sermayenin Saldırısı, Özelleştirme ve İşçi Sınıfının Acil Görevleri. 
Kaldıraç Dergisi, V.59 
 



 

25

 

privatization since 2000, and they became united in their aims since the privatization 

decision had been made.52 

 

The rhetoric of workers implied this overall character of their demonstrations as in 

the words: “We are Turkey, make a sound Turkey, this is not only a problem of the 

workers in Seydişehir. Today in Seydişehir, tomorrow in another city. The aim is the 

same, the target is the same, the purpose is the same. Protect your country, your 

future, your personality, and your honor.”53 

 

Ayna writes this story in his article, and implies a story of all-encompassing public 

reactions. He mentions a ‘city council’, where actions have been organized, and also 

which includes all unions, political parties, occupational chambers, democratic civil 

organizations, and many other Seydişehir people. 54 

 

This ‘city council’ is an important level in labor movements when the lack of unity 

and civil support in other labor movements are considered. The Seydişehir workers 

have managed to get the support of different fragments in the society and thus, make 

something more than a local labor demonstration in itself. The civil participation is 

very crucial in this point, because workers have generally been alienated from the 

other part of the society by unconsciously thinking that their interests are not same 

with the other groups, even with the other working ones like civil servants. 

Therefore, their resistance have become more than a simple local labor 

demonstration, and showed its effects. For example, the previous government also 

tried to make a privatization decision about Seydişehir, but they faced with a strong 

civil unity against them. “The state minister in charge of economic affairs in that 

government, Yılmaz Karakoyunlu says that the total overall resistance of Seydişehir 

people did stop them in their way of privatization.” 55 

                                                
52 BERBER, Ö. (2003). Toplumsal İlişkiler Bağlamında Sınıf Bilinci ve Sınıf Kültürü: Seydişehir Eti 
Alüminyum Fabrikası Örneği. Master’s Thesis. Sosyal Bilimler Enst. Ankara: Ankara Univ: 130 
 
53 Çelik-İş Union. (June, 2005). Seydişehir Bizimdir. Ankara: Çelik-İş Publ. V.17:14 
 
54 AYNA, H. (28.05.05). Seydişehir Vatandır, Satılmaz (II). Akşehir-Konya: Pervasız. 
http://www.pervasiz.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=4130 (11.11.2006) 
 
55 AYNA, H. (28.05.05). Seydişehir Vatandır, Satılmaz (II). Akşehir-Konya: Pervasız. 
http://www.pervasiz.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=4130 (11.11.2006) 
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The other important feature of Seydişehir Demonstrations was its capacity to direct 

the media to involve in the situation with their sensational, long-standing and well-

organized demonstrations. Their demonstrations have changed from “cutting the hair 

off” to “growing a wild beard”, or “barricading a main railroad”, and “hanging up 

placards on all the windows of the shops” against privatization. This kind of activities 

was very suitable for the news of the common commercial media with their 

sensational and striking sides. In the last biggest demonstration on May 23, 2005, 

there appeared more than 80 injuries and there appeared a battle area in the town. 

This sounded demonstration was exactly satisfying the conditions of ‘news-

worthiness’ of the commercial media. 

 

Moreover, coordinated from ‘city council’, there appeared many panels, conferences, 

meetings in order to generate a consciousness among the people in Seydişehir as well 

as in many other parts of the country. The aim was distributed to all fragments of the 

society in order to tell the reality and provide awareness about privatization. 

Therefore, Seydişehir workers and their supporters did not totally take the situation as 

a personal or local issue, and thus sent messages to other workers exposed of the 

effects of other ongoing privatization cases.  

 

Head of the Seydişehir organization of Republican People’s Party (RPP), Muttalip 

Balt mentions Seydişehir privatization, and indicates an action more than a worker 

demonstration, which is highly closed to a class-awareness through the whole 

society: 

 

Today, TEKEL and PETKIM are also under privatization, and only their 
workers are resisting against this process. However, in Seydişehir 
privatization, the resisting side is not only the workers, but also the whole 
town people. We achieved a first, Seydişehir City Council. As long as this 
cooperation goes on, the government will take their actions back.  56 

 

 

 

                                                
56 AYNA, H. (28.05.05,). Seydişehir Vatandır, Satılmaz (IV). Akşehir-Konya: Pervasız. 
http://www.pervasiz.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=4167 (11.11.2006) 
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2.4. BACKGROUND OF SEYDİŞEHİR PRIVATIZATION 

Seydişehir Eti Aluminum Inc. was previously taken into privatization on August 13, 

2003.57 The lawyer of the action for nullity of Seydişehir Privatization, Mehmet 

Cengiz, stated in our interview that previous government could not achieve to finish 

the privatization process, and the privatization had been declared as ‘cancelled’, but 

the truth was that it had been only ‘delayed’; at the end of this ‘break’ in the 

privatization process of Seydişehir, the integration of Oymapınar Power Plant to the 

Seydişehir Aluminum Inc. was achieved to increase the profitability of the plants. 

 

According to the information revealed by one of the much-related non-governmental 

organizations about the issue, namely the Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of 

Turkey: 

 

There has been a long process behind the privatization of this factory and 
also there are many strategic points on the background. When it was first 
founded, Seydişehir Eti Aluminum with its capacity of 60.000 tone/year 
then, was supplying the 3,3 times of the actual need of the country, that 
was only 18.000 tone/year. 58  

 

There happened no investments for the improvement of the capacity of the factory. 

Today, the total need of the country has reached to an amount of more than 200.000 

tone/year.59 However, still there appears no intention to increase the capacity of the 

factory. Moreover, because of the strategic importance of the aluminum as an 

indispensable metal of the industries of airplane, rocket, war equipment, the priory 

aluminum production should be in the expense of the state in the countries like 

Turkey.60  

 

General Director of Eti Aluminum Inc., Mehmet Arkan underlined the fact that they 

have been surviving for 30 years although the aluminum production is a difficult 

                                                
57 High Council of Privatization decision numbered by 2003/49. (13/8/2003). 
http://www.oib.gov.tr/duyuru/2003-08-13_oyk_eti_aluminyum.htm   
 
58 Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey. (October 20, 2004). Press Release  
 
59 Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey. (October 20, 2004). Press Release  
 
60 Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey. (October 20, 2004). Press Release  
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procedure, and while emphasizing also the requirement of modernization, he declared 

that the problem of increasing costs has been overcome with the integration of 

Oymapınar Hydroelectric Power Plant to the factory.61 And also, the lawyer Mehmet 

Cengiz, in our interview, revealed another point about the rehabilitation of the 

factory:  

 

Because the construction and modeling of the plants were achieved by the 
Russians, we know that there was the same plant in Russia as well. The 
Russian authorities wanted to make all the rehabilitation requirements of 
Seydişehir, which they had already achieved in their own plants. However, 
this call for a ‘free’ rehabilitation opportunity could not be accepted by 
Turkey, because the privatization process of Seydişehir had already been 
included in the IMF economic pocket of Turkey. 

 

Moreover, another important key point in the case of Seydişehir Privatization is the 

fact that Seydişehir is now the factory producing the cheapest primary aluminum all 

over the world.62 In order to supply the energy demand of the factory, Oymapınar 

Hydroelectric Power Plant has been given to the service of the factory, which sharply 

decreased the cost of energy to 0.2 cent. Previously, the factory was the producer that 

was using the most expensive energy in the sector all over the world. The cost of the 

energy prior to the addition of Oymapınar Hydroelectric Power Plant had been 5.6 

cent/kwh as the price with subvention, while the average price of the energy in the 

world was 2 cent/kwh. In the privatization announcement of the privatization 

administration, it is also mentioned that Oymapınar Hydroelectric Power Plant will 

be included in the procedure:  

 

With the Privatization High Council Decision dated 08.09.2003 and Decree 
No: 2003/53, Oymapınar Hydroelectric Power Plant was included in 
privatization program and operation rights of the plant were transferred to 
the Company.63 

 

According to Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey, there are five crucial 

points in the privatization of Seydişehir Aluminum Factory. 64 Firstly, it is revealed 

                                                
61 Hak-İş Union Releases.  http://www.hakis.org.tr/arsiv/seydisehir_acilis.html (20.12.2007) 
 
62 Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey. (June 2, 2005). Press Release 
 
63 Özelleştirme İdaresi Başkanlığı http://www.oib.gov.tr/portfoy/eti_aluminyum_eng.htm (14.11.2007) 
 
64 Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers of Turkey. (June 2, 2005). Press Release 
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that there is a statement about the responsibility for making new investments in the 

contract of the privatization. This statement has been seen as a guarantee for the 

future investments of the factory. However, the content or subject of this investment 

is not specialized in the contract, and thus every investment other than the ones to 

improve the capacity or the production of the factory can also be included in this 

statement. For example, if an investment is achieved for the plants in Antalya port, 

this is also accepted by the privatization contract of Konya Seydişehir Factory.  

 

Second point is about the metal exportation, especially the alumina, which is the 

main material of aluminum. There are no restrictions on the metal exportation in the 

contract. Moreover, the international agreements of Turkey with other countries are 

also very open to this kind of export materials. Therefore, the factory can be turned 

out as an aluminum producing plant and all the aluminum produced in the Seydişehir 

Factory can easily be exported to all over the world. When the importance of this 

metal is considered, the exportation becomes profitable and also highly preferable for 

the company as a private entrepreneur.   

 

As the third point, the contract also includes no conditional statement for the 

improvement of the production in the factory for the 49 years of the private company. 

There are no punishments for the lack of productions or even about the possibility of 

‘zero’ production in the factory. Then, the capacity will not be improved and thus the 

employment possibilities in the factory will depend on the choice of the coming 

private company.  

 

Fourthly, the company will have the opportunity to sell the energy produced by 

Oymapınar Hydroelectric Power Plant. Only the amount of this energy will be 

defined by the Energy Market Regulatory Authority. This statement makes the 

amount very changeable and open to the influences. Furthermore, even the members 

of the KİT (State Economic Enterprise) Commission themselves indicated that the 

revenue of the only electric sales is a very profitable opportunity for the applicant 

companies. 

 

Finally, the last point is about the personnel in the factory. President of the 

Privatization Administration has already revealed that the regulations about the 
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workers of the company in the contract guarantees the persistence of the labor 

contracts of the workers. However, according to press release of the Chamber of 

Metallurgy Engineers dating on June 2, 2005, this claim of the president of 

Privatization Administration is an illusive one that is to stop the assertions and the 

argument of the workers and the public. The so-called statement comes from a 

requirement to continue with the current workers because of the special production 

type of aluminum, and also it includes only a six-month period for the obligatory 

employment of the workers.  

 

The privatization process of the Seydişehir Eti Aluminum Factory has been subject to 

many criticism and reaction from the public especially the workers together with 

many related non-governmental organizations. The chief of Çelik-İş Union H. 

Ferudun Tankut, in the opening ceremony of their branch in Seydişehir, declared that 

the plants of the factory should be excluded from the scope of privatization, and 

should be modernized.65 Moreover, the chief of Hak-İş Confederation, Salim Uslu, 

also criticized the privatization and underlined the fact that the managements having 

strategic importance should persist to be in the hands of the state.66 

 

Eventually, on the date of May 23, 2005, there appeared a demonstration conducted 

by the workers together with their families and societal organizations as a civil 

reaction to the attempts of the authorities of the applicant companies to see the 

factory. This event was the result of the long-lasting displeasure of the people in the 

town, especially the part of the workers and their relatives. The demonstration turned 

out to be a fight between the police and the demonstrators, and also there occurred 

many injuries. 

 

The tender about the privatization of the 100% of administration share was first 

announced on April 9, 2005. Until the due date for the offers on June 10, 2005, there 

                                                
65 Hak-İş Union Releases  
http://www.hakis.org.tr/arsiv/seydisehir_acilis.html (20.12.2007) 
 
66 Hak-İş Union Releases  
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were made nine offers.67 In the bargaining meetings made on the date of June 17, 

2005, the highest offer was given by CE-KA Construction, Machine, Mining, 

Petroleum, Tourism, Transportation, Industry and Commerce Inc. with an amount of 

305.000 US $.68 There also occurred some demonstrations against this development, 

and generally, the amount of the highest offer was emphasized in the media instead 

of the labor reaction within the issue. 

                                                
67 Çelik-İş Union. (June, 2005). Seydişehir Eti Alüminyum’a 305 Milyon Dolar. Ankara: Çelik-İş Publ. 
V.17: 17 
 
68 Özelleştirme İdaresi Başkanlığı.  
 http://www.oib.gov.tr/program/uygulamalar/devam_edenler.htm (16.11.2007) 
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CHAPTER 3 

NEWS ABOUT SEYDİŞEHİR DEMONSTRATIONS 

 

In this chapter, four sample newspapers in Turkish press will be covered in 

comparison with nine local newspapers in a three-month period. The news items of 

these newspapers will be evaluated with the methods of content and discourse 

analyses respectively in the following parts. Furthermore, before moving through the 

application of these analytical methods, the general features of the sample 

newspapers will be mentioned in the first part of the chapter.  

 

3.1. SAMPLE NEWSPAPERS 

In this part of the study, the news texts of four sample newspapers about Seydişehir 

Demonstrations will be analyzed, which has an importance within the process of 

Seydişehir Eti Aluminum Inc. privatization as the events including many injuries 

from both the worker and the police sides. The sensational character of the 

demonstrations gave way to its presentation within the media channels as a 

newsworthy phenomenon.  

 

In this study, four national newspapers were chosen as a sample group. Each of these 

newspapers represents different standpoints within Turkish media, and these four 

standpoints resemble different levels of socio-political approaches. If two of the 

newspapers are taken on the poles of the political sides in accordance with their 

relations with the political power as being ‘supporters’ or ‘critics’; the other two will 

stand in between them and mainly differentiate on the bases of their attitude towards 

the reader as being ‘mass’ and ‘prestige’ papers.  
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Therefore, Yeni Şafak and Günlük Evrensel can be categorized as the politically 

opposing newspapers, while Hürriyet and Cumhuriyet stand in the middle. Political 

sides are easier to explain within the sample newspapers, but other two types of 

newspapers can be difficult for a smooth grasp. Thus, before beginning with the 

general characteristics of each sample newspaper, it would be better to discuss the 

conceptualization of ‘mass’ and ‘prestige’ papers.  

 

As mentioned above, two newspapers within the sample represent the ‘mass’ and 

‘prestige’ papers, respectively Hürriyet and Cumhuriyet. J. Zvi Namenwirth explains 

these two types of newspaper by making a comparison between them:69 

 

Much empirical research takes the distinction between mass and prestige 
papers for granted. Differences in circulation size support this assumption: 
prestige papers serve the few, mass papers the many. 

 
 
Moreover, J. Zvi Namenwirth mentions the well-known qualitative differences 

between these two types of print media. For example, prestige papers are to contain 

more extensive news coverage, more foreign news, and more specialized news about 

such things as finance, science, and the arts; while mass papers have less news, more 

purely local stories, feature articles, political cartoons, ‘lonely heart’ columns, and 

comic strips.  

 

 
Both these quantitative and qualitative differences are not fortuitous: they are to 

reflect fundamentally opposed orientations toward the audience and the world 

pervading all newsprint. In this respect, prestige papers are wedded to study 

impartially, while mass papers are characterized by strident partisanship. 70 

 

As the definition indicates, Hürriyet, as a ‘mass paper’, represents a populist and 

mainstream style of newspaper, while Cumhuriyet appears as a ‘prestige paper’ 

within the general society with its symbolization of the formal voice of Turkish 

                                                
69 NAMENWIRTH, J. Z. (January, 1969). Marks of Distinction: An Analysis of British Mass and 
Prestige Newspaper Editorials. The American Journal of Sociology. Vol. 74. No:4: 343 
 
70 NAMENWIRTH, J. Z. (January, 1969). Marks of Distinction: An Analysis of British Mass and 
Prestige Newspaper Editorials. The American Journal of Sociology. Vol. 74. No:4: 343 
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Republic, which comes from the meaning of its name as ‘Republic’ in Turkish. The 

name of ‘Cumhuriyet’ is not an arbitrarily chosen one, it has a special background: 

 

 Cumhuriyet newspaper must be mentioned: it was established in the first 
years of the Turkish Republic through the encouragement of Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk. ..It is a leftist intellectual paper and almost all of its 
columnists are amongst the most effective members of the Turkish media 
elite. It may be accepted as the most autonomous and rooted media 
institutions in Turkey.71 

 

However, it would be a mistake to strictly separate Cumhuriyet from other privately 

owned newspapers due to its general standing-point as a prestige paper. Gülseren 

Adaklı emphasizes this reality while defining the appearance of the capitalist 

ownership in Turkish media:  

 

The pioneer of the contemporary media as the capitalist entrepreneurships 
can be mainly defined as Hürriyet Newspaper of Sedat Simavi, and then 
Milliyet Newspaper of Ali Naci Karacan; although the ‘formal’ press 
represented by Cumhuriyet Newspaper, founded by Yunus Nadi Abalıoğlu 
in the construction period of Turkish Republic, should be taken as the main 
formative structure of this trend.72 

 

After a short discussion on the samples and the concepts of ‘mass’ and ‘prestige’ 

press, the other two newspapers within the sample can be mentioned, Yeni Şafak and 

Günlük Evrensel: The former one is known by its Islamist stand-point parallel with 

its strong support towards the ruling party, Justice and Development Party; while the 

latter newspaper has its roots on a critical and left-sided political approach, especially 

underlining the voice of the workers.  

 

 

                                                
71 ARSLAN, A. (November 13, 2005). The Power and The Problems of the Media In Turkey and 
Political-Religious Identity of Turkish Media Elites. International Journal of Human Sciences. 
ISSN:1303-5134. Vol.2. Issue.2:7 
 
72 ADAKLI, G. (2003). Türk Basınından Türk Medyasına: Hakim Medya Gruplarının Kısa Tarihi. 
Sosyalist Barikat Dergisi/Görüşler, İstanbul http://www.barikat-lar.de/gorusler/medya20.htm 
(10.09.2006) 
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3.1.1. General Characteristics of Sample Newspapers

In this part of the study, there will be a general overview on each of the newspapers 

with their distinguishing features, and thus analyses of the stances of them on the 

base of their main characteristics such as their ownership structures, circulations, 

leading columnists etc.: 73 

 

3.1.1.a.Cumhuriyet 

 

The newspaper has been published since 1924 just after the foundation of Turkish 

Republic, and owned by Ilhan Selçuk. The name “Cumhuriyet”, which means 

“Republic” in English, was a gift of Turkish legendary leader, Atatürk as the founder 

of the Turkish Republic. The newspaper was known as an example for a media 

organization that is being able to remain isolated from the multisectoral ownership 

environment in the new trend, however, the economic conditions also gave way to a 

sale of some part of its stocks to one of the ongoing multisectoral media patrons, 

Aydın Doğan. The newspaper has many intellectual elites in its staff, moreover it is 

one of the leading media organizations which lost their journalists in political 

assassinations: The best known names as examples were Muammer Aksoy, Bahriye 

Üçok, Uğur Mumcu, Onat Kutlar, Ahmet Taner Kışlalı; and their mutual point is the 

fact that they are very investigative and questioning journalists supported by 

intellectual groups within the society. It has a circulation generally around 60.000. 

 

The newspaper has a long list of social democratic standing columnists, such as İlhan 

Selçuk, Server Tanilli, Oktay Akbal, Cüneyt Arcayürek, Mustafa Balbay, Emre 

Kongar, Ali Sirmen, Hikmet Çetinkaya, Mümtaz Soysal, Deniz Som, Işık Kansu, 

Abdülkadir Yücelman, Oral Çalışlar, Orhan Bursalı, Hikmet Bila, Öztin Akgüç, 

Zeynep Oral. Moreover, there is a variety of additionals with the main newspaper: 

Science and Technology, Weekend, Sunday Periodical, Strategy, Sports Periodical, 

Sightseeing in Four Seasons, Book etc. There are mostly informative or cultural 

                                                
73 Wikipedia Encyclopedia-Türkiye 
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writings in these additionals, which are not like the profit maximizing and advertising 

additionals of the multisectoral media patrons.  

 

The newspaper has an investigative and critical characteristic in general, although its 

ownership structure has been partially transformed to a ‘new media patron’, Aydın 

Doğan, who happens to be also the owner of the daily Hürriyet as well as being the 

owner of many other media organizations. Cumhuriyet gives the news in long texts, 

which are illustrated by sufficient numbers and sizes of photographs. Moreover, it 

has a style, which is so ‘uncolored’ and gray that it seems to differentiate itself from 

other ‘colored’ and ‘mass’ newspapers. Cumhuriyet, also gives importance to 

scientific developments as well as cultural events in both its pages and additionals.  

3.1.1.b.Günlük Evrensel 

 

The newspaper is officially owned by Ahmet Sami Belek, while it is known as the 

unofficial media channel of EMEP, Party of the Labor.  Different from other highly 

circulated newspapers, Günlük Evrensel highlights the issues like the labor-union 

news. Metin Göktepe, the journalist who is known to be died under the police 

investigation, was working for this newspaper. Its circulation changes around 6.000 

and 8.000. The newspaper is the only one among the sample newspapers, which 

arranges separate pages for the Labor-Union news. 

 

Günlük Evrensel is a newspaper, which tries to create awareness within the workers, 

and usually covers the issues in their economic and social repercussions. The 

columnists like İ. Sabri Durmaz, Yüksel Akkaya, Yücel Sarpdere generally look at 

the general developments affecting the working class. The newspaper in general aims 

to bring the workers together in their mutual will, and also highly criticizes the rulers. 

However, as stated above, the circulation rate of the newspaper is very few within the 

national media, which becomes an obstacle to reach many more people.   
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3.1.1.c.Hürriyet 

 

Hürriyet ("Liberty" in English) is a high-circulation daily Turkish newspaper, which 

came to the publishing life on May 1, 1948. It was founded by journalist Sedat 

Simavi. The paper is now published by the Doğan Group, which also publishes the 

daily papers Milliyet, Radikal, Posta, and the Turkish Daily News. Doğan Media 

Group is owned by Aydın Doğan, who happened to be a leading actor in several 

privatization tenders. 

Hürriyet is one of the most popular newspapers in Turkey (along with Sabah, 

Milliyet, Zaman and Posta) and claims to have a liberal, multi-voiced and fair-

minded standing. Hürriyet often considers information provided by Turkish state 

authorities as genuine and reputable. 

The newspaper is one of the most influential ones in Turkish public life, combining a 

tabloid-style editorial line with high-profile columnists like Oktay Ekşi and Bekir 

Coşkun. It has a circulation of over 500.000 and a mass newspaper style. Hürriyet 

also has European and North American editions. Its online edition includes a small 

English edition. 

Ertuğrul Özkök is currently the editorial writer of Hürriyet. Özkök is known for 

advocating modernization of Turkey, globalization, and Turkey's European Union 

accession. He is also known with his strong relationships with Turkey's and Europe's 

top politicians, journalists and business people. Hürriyet has various and diversified 

columnists: Ayşe Arman is particularly well-known for her dashing one-to-one 

interviews. Bekir Coşkun is known with his social-democratic approach and his 

articles including criticism of state policies. Ahmet Hakan has a background coming 

from Islamist media organizations like Channel 7, Yeni Şafak Newspaper, and he is 

known with his conservative style. Oktay Ekşi, is the chief of Turkish Press Council 

and known as a social-democratic and Kemalist columnist. 

By its all-encompassing style, Hürriyet reaches to many people who have different 

stances and claims to reflect multiple voices within itself. This feature also confirms 

its mass circulated standing and its highly commercial publishing style. Each week, 

there are many sub-periodicals given with Hürriyet in order to attract people and also 



 

38

 

the advertisers. Moreover, it is one of the top newspapers in Turkish media having 

the largest square of serial advertisements, announcements and inserts.  

3.1.1.d.Yeni Şafak 

   

The owner of the newspaper is Albayrak Group, which is a holding of Albayrak 

family having the surname of the son-in-love of the Prime Minister, Tayip Erdoğan. 

There is a strong relationship between the head of the ruling party, Prime Minister 

Erdoğan and the Albayrak family. This relationship becomes visible in the supporting 

news of Yeni Şafak newspaper. It has an Islamic standing, and have a general 

circulation around 110.000.  

 

The columnists are also known within the Islamic vision in Turkey. Hakan Albayrak, 

who had been put into the prison because of the crimes against Atatürk in 2003, has 

already worked for similar Islamic standing media organizations like Zaman 

newspaper and Ihlas News Agency, and also for conservatist Milli Gazete newspaper. 

Fehmi Koru was the editor of the daily Milli Gazete (1984) and Zaman (1986-1987). 

He was also the chief editorial writer and Ankara Bureau Chief of Zaman until 1998. 

He has been with daily Yeni Şafak since the beginning of 1999. He also wrote for 

Turkish Daily News (1998-2000). Mustafa Karaalioğlu, columnist and the editor of 

the newspaper, has also a similar background: He began journalism in Zaman 

newspaper, and the next occupation was in another Islamist newspaper, Türkiye. In 

1995, he contributed to the foundation of Yeni Şafak.  

 

As the stands of its columnists indicate, Yeni Şafak has an Islamist vision together 

with a conservative view. However, during the period in which the newspapers are 

analyzed, the most significant point is its organic relation with the ruling party in 

order to support its implementations. 

 

3.1.2. General Approaches on the Issue of Privatization 

 

General view of each sample newspaper will be considered on the issue of 

privatization in this part of the study. In order to grasp the real approaches of 

newspapers, the most effective way is to look on mainly the writings of the 
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columnists in these newspapers, which are the main pillars to reflect the policy of the 

newspapers.  

 

General approaches of the newspapers mostly diversify on the base of their relations 

with the ruling party. Yeni Şafak mostly tries to show the events as optimistic 

economic developments, and a source of the state budget. There appear few news 

items about privatization and Seydişehir Demonstrations, and these are generally 

given from the side of the ruling party and power-holders. However, on May 27, 

2005, the column “Chronic Media” written by Kürşat Bumin and Ahmet Görmüş was 

highly criticizing the ongoing situation of the Turkish media and underlying the 

complicated relations of the media owners, and other power holders, together with 

the reflection of this situation on the products of media channels.74   

 

Günlük Evrensel with its socialist background, looks to the situation from the eyes of 

the workers and criticizes the privatization implementations. Columnists, such as 

Yüksel Akkaya, Seyit Aslan, I. Sabri Durmaz, tries to create an awareness for the 

workers and also to inform the public about the process. Yüksel Akkaya, in his article 

on May 28, 2005, indicated the general unemployment problem coming from the 

negative effects of privatization on the labor employment and also stated that the 

privatization cases create a comprehensive phenomenon affecting about 175 thousand 

workers.75 Moreover, in this article, he commented on labor movements, by 

indicating that the demonstrations, which were achieved locally by each enterprise, 

are very far from both creating a class-consciousness and representing themselves in 

the political agenda. Another columnist, Yücel Sarpdere writes that the reasons of the 

privatization policies starting with Özal administration are now meaningless: with the 

sale of these organizations, the state economy was said and expected to become better 

off; however the external loan of Turkey has been increased to 320 billion dollars 

while it had been 50-60 billion dollars then.76 Furthermore, he adds that even the 

administrators of each of these enterprises, who were appointed by JDP Government, 

could not go on with their duties and were quitted from their jobs during the process 

                                                
74 BUMIN, K; GÖRMÜŞ, A. (27.05.2005). Kronik Medya. İstanbul: Yeni Şafak  
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of privatizations. İzzettin Önder, as an example for the privatization cases, mentions a 

privatization process in former Germany coming to a point in which privatization of 

one of the enterprises was achieved with a price of even 1 Euro, and indicates that 

privatization is in fact a plunder.77 During this three-month period, it is significant to 

underline the efforts of the columnists in Günlük Evrensel to create awareness within 

the workers. For example, Seyit Aslan writes that workers and civil servants should 

go into a mutual action.78 Sabri Durmaz underlines that the workers should be unified 

after experiencing the results of the statements of the government about the 

preservation of the rights of the workers.79  

 

Cumhuriyet tries to show the process from a wide perspective, and columnists 

evaluate the reasons and results of privatization with underlining its effects on the 

public. Ümit Zileli, in his column “Düz Çizgi” on 26th May 2005, criticized the harsh 

intervention of the police and the ‘ideological’ statements of the government 

afterwards.80 Zekeriya Temizel, another columnist and also a former minister, 

indicates that the sale of the main pillars of the country is a mistake; they are the 

organizations having been achieved by the bartering of crops harvested by Turkish 

people.81 In the following days, İzzettin Önder writes that privatization is a policy 

which shows that the government is not on the side of the people, but on the side of 

the capital; and also underlines the negative effects of privatization together with its 

role in the expansion of the international capital.82 Erol Manisalı, in his column on 

June 27, 2005, stated that the privatization of the main pillars of the state is a process 

of ‘alienation’, which makes Turkey dependent on the Western capital.83 One of the 

former deputies from current opposition party (Republican People’s Party), Yakup 

Kepenek, criticized the government on selling the organizations with highly strategic 
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importance such as ERDEMİR, TELEKOM, PETKİM, TÜPRAŞ, THY etc. in his 

column dated July 4, 2005.84 Moreover, in his another article on August 15, 2005, he 

commented on the statements of the Prime Minister, ‘objection to privatization 

means objection to the democracy’; and stated that democracy can be realized even if 

it is supported by a certain level of economic freedoms, however privatization is an 

obstacle for this end.85 

 

Hürriyet claims to have a multiple voiced style with its wide range of columnist with 

their different stands. However, beginning with the interest of its media owner, Aydın 

Doğan, in the privatization tenders, especially in the case of POAŞ, the critical voices 

against privatization became very weak in the pages of Hürriyet. One of the top 

columnists, Emin Çölaşan, while he had been working easily with his commercially 

minded boss, Aydın Doğan quite a long time, lost his job because of his reaction 

against the top-to-down pressures and interventions during the ruling period of JDP. 

Çölaşan in his book called “We were fired my people, do not forget us” totally tells 

the pressure of the owners and editors on the journalists in order to use their media 

channels as an instrument to get profits in the other sectors of the businesses. The 

rights and chances of the journalists to challenge the political malpractices become 

very restricted under this kind of a commercial-minded administration.86 Therefore, 

Hürriyet, while trying to be an all-encompassing mass media channel within the 

society with its so-called ‘multiple voices’, becomes an evidence for the 

economically restricted voice of the commercial media in many cases, especially in 

the most profitable area, privatization.  

 

When Hürriyet is considered during the sample three-month period, there appear 

news items about Seydişehir with their economic sides mostly. However, there are 

some columnists criticizing privatization policies in general, and also Seydişehir in 

particular. For example, Fatih Altaylı, in his June 20, 2005 dated article, titled as 

‘Does the Prime Minister sell his house under the same conditions?’, highly 

criticized the privatization policy of the government. Emin Çölaşan also, on June 24, 
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2005, presented his column under the title of ‘Why are they selling?’, and mentioned 

the advantages of the costumer companies coming with the privatization sales 

achieved with quite cheap prices, and questioned the policies and the logic of the 

government about how kind of a privatization process it was. On the other hand, the 

general news items except from the articles mostly quotes the voice of the 

government. Therefore, it should be considered how effective the ‘opinions’ of some 

columnists can be possibly presented within this general commercially dominating 

characteristics of the newspaper, and the so-called multi-voiced structure of Hürriyet 

as well should be questioned. 

3.2. STATISTICAL DATA ON NEWS ITEMS: CONTENT ANALYSIS 

Content analysis is by definition a quantitative method, which has a purpose to 

identify and count the occurrence of specified characteristics or dimensions of texts, 

and thus to say something about the messages, images, representations of such texts 

and their wider social significance.87  

 

The quantitative character of the content analysis gives way to a requirement to 

define several categories to get statistics. There are a number of categories which will 

tend to be standard in any content analysis, namely ‘identifier’ categories such as 

‘medium’ (which newspaper, magazine etc.), ‘position within the medium’ (‘page’ in 

print media, ‘schedule time’ in broadcast media etc.), ‘date’ (day, month, year etc.).88 

This kind of categories is applied in our study, and some other countable information 

is also added to them. Our study aims to look at the categories such as the name of 

the newspaper, page/section, date, reporter/source, source choices and the number of 

news items, together with the number of the photographs. In the following parts, 

these categories will be covered for the news items in newspapers. 
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3.2.1. Content Analysis of Sample Newspapers  

 

As already mentioned, there are four newspapers chosen as the sample group 

representing each types of mass (Hürriyet), prestige (Cumhuriyet), Islamist (Yeni 

Şafak), and left-sided (Günlük Evrensel) characteristics of the newspapers. Thus, the 

study will analyze the general and specific standpoints of these newspapers as a 

sample group of the Turkish daily press by taking a period of three months following 

the biggest demonstration on the May 23, 2005 into consideration. Moreover, nine 

local newspapers will also be analyzed as a group of media in comparison with the 

sample ones. The analyses will be achieved mainly in two parts: firstly, the 

quantitative data will be evaluated in this part of the study, and in the following part, 

the news discourse will be taken into attention.  

 

General features of the newspapers on the issue of Seydişehir Privatization can be 

summarized as follows: 

 

3.2.1.a.Cumhuriyet 

 

Cumhuriyet gave 30 items of news about Seydişehir Demonstrations, six of which are 

covered the issue on the front page. The newspaper gives the quotations from 

different sides of the events, for example unions, opposition party deputies, non-

governmental organizations together with the ones of the government, privatization 

administration, the prime minister, and ruling party deputies. Moreover, the issue is 

covered in the ‘economy’ section as well as on the ‘news’ sections. This can be said 

to be a balanced presentation of the happenings. 

 

There are 16 photographs supporting these news texts, and they generally give the 

violence in the event showing the beaten workers and the resistance of them. 

Moreover, there is also a photograph of the plants to illustrate the news on the 

economy page which gives information about the high profitability of the factory. 

The news texts are usually in the long news formats giving much contextual 

information under the leadings and with many quotations from various sides.  
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Table:1 News Items in Cumhuriyet 
 

CUMHURİYET 
       Page/Section  Source/Reporter Date Photo

1. Front Page Enver Haykır May 24, 2005 1 
2. 8 / News Enver Haykır May 24, 2005 2 
3. Front Page  May 25, 2005 0 
4. 8 / News  May 25, 2005 0 
5. 6 / News Enver Haykır May 26, 2005 1 
6. 12 / Economy  May 27, 2005 1 
7. 5 / News  May 29, 2005 0 
8. 13 / Economy Enver Haykır June 5, 2005 0 
9. 12 / Economy  June 6, 2005 1 
10. 13 / Economy  June 9, 2005 3 
11. 13 / Economy Enver Haykır June 15, 2005 1 
12. 6 / News  June 16, 205 1 
13. 16 / Economy Enver Haykır June 17, 2005 0 
14. 12 / Economy  June 18, 2005 0 
15. 6 / News E.Haykır,M.Kışlalı,A.Bodur June 19, 2005 2 
16. Front page  June 20, 2005 0 
17. 6 / News Murat Kışlalı June 20, 2005 0 
18. 6 / News  June 20, 2005 0 
19. 13 / Economy Murat Kışlalı June 21, 2005 1 
20. Front Page Murat Kışlalı June 22, 2005 0 
21. 13 / Economy Murat Kışlalı June 22, 2005 0 
22. 13 / Economy Yakup Kepenek (Column) July 4, 2005 0 
23. Front Page Enver Haykır July 18, 2005 0 
24. 4 / News Enver Haykır July 18, 2005 1 
25. Front page Murat Kışlalı July 20, 2005 1 
26. 5 / News Murat Kışlalı July 20, 2005 0 
27. 13 / Economy Özlem Yüzak (Column) July 27, 2005 0 
28. 12 / Economy Enver Haykır August 1, 2005 0 
29. 11 / News Erol Manisalı (Column) August 5, 2005 0 
30. 13 / Economy Yakup Kepenek (Column) August 15,2005 0 

 

 

As can be seen from Table:1, first two days following the biggest demonstration the 

event is given on the front page, and supported by the details in the inner pages. 

Cumhuriyet, gives the details in ‘economy’ and ‘news’ sections, which indicates that 

the events are taken as economic and social issues. Generally, the news about 

Seydişehir is reported by the regional journalists, Enver Haykır and Murat Kışlalı. 

Moreover, the columnists like Yakup Kepenek, Erol Manisalı and Özlem Yüzak 
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evaluate the process in their parts within the newspaper. According to Table:1, it can 

be said that the newspaper generally gives the events from regional journalists and 

intensifies the related information within its news texts with the quoted sources of the 

news items as well. 

 

Cumhuriyet, as being a prestige newspaper, gives the most balanced news 

information among the sample group with its long-news texts, many quotations and 

rich photographs. However, the approach of the newspaper toward the labor 

movements is critical for the power-holders in this phenomenon. Since, it presented 

the event as a ‘beating’ towards the workers, and thus implied a criticism towards the 

power-holders in its news. 

 

3.2.1.b.Günlük Evrensel 

 

As can be seen in the table below, Günlük Evrensel is the newspaper that presents the 

news about the events most frequently among the other sample newspapers. The 

newspaper gives 121 items of news about Seydişehir Demonstrations during these 

three months and 24 items are on the front page. Moreover, the spaces devoted to 

these news texts in Günlük Evrensel are generally wider than the ones of the other 

newspapers. The application of the photographs is also the highest in number with a 

frequency of 117 items. Especially, there was a big photograph on the front page of 

the first day following the events on May 23, 2005, which summarized the ‘honored 

resistance’ of the demonstrators and the ‘attack’ of the police forces against this 

crowd of local people. It is interpreted that the newspaper has a highly critical stand 

against the power holders with its striking words.   

 

Table:2 News Items in Günlük Evrensel 
 

G. EVRENSEL 
 Page/Section Source/Reporter Date Photo

1. Front Page  May 24, 2005 2 
2. 8 / News  May 24, 2005 3 
3. Front Page  May 25, 2005 2 
4. 2 / News  May 25, 2005 1 
5. 8 / News  May 25, 2005 3 
     



 

46

 

Table:2 (Continued) 
 

6. Front Page  May 26, 2005 1 
7. 8 / News  May 26, 2005 4 
8. Front Page  May 27, 2005 0 
9. 9 / News  May 27, 2005 1 
10. Front Page  May 28, 2005 0 
11. 8 / News Mehmet Özer  May 28, 2005 4 
12. Front Page  May 29, 2005 0 
13. 6 / News  May 29, 2005 1 
14. Front Page  May 30, 2005 0 
15. 4 / News Yalçın Hasdemir May 30, 2005 1 
16. 8 / News İ. Sabri Durmaz (Column) June 1, 2005 0 
17. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) June 2, 2005 0 
18. Front Page  June 3, 2005 0 
19. 8 / News  June 3, 2005 2 
20. Front Page  June 5, 2005 0 
21. 6 / News  June 5, 2005 0 
22. 5 / News Bahadır Özgür June 5, 2005 4 
23. 5 / News A. Cihan Soylu (Column) June 6, 2005 0 
24. 8 / News  June 6, 2005 1 
25. 8 / News Muzaffer Özkurt June 7, 2005 2 
26. 4 / News  June 8, 2005 1 
27. 8 / News  June 8, 2005 2 
28. Front Page  June 9, 2005 0 
29. 8 / News  June 9, 2005 1 
30. 8 / News  June 9, 2005 1 
31. Front Page Veli Doğan June 10, 2005 0 
32. 8 / News Veli Doğan June 10, 2005 1 
33. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) June 10, 2005 0 
34. 8 / News İ. Sabri Durmaz (Column) June 10, 2005 0 
35. 8 / News  June 10, 2005 1 
36. Front Page  June 11, 2005 1 
37. 8 / News  June 11, 2005 3 
38. 8 / News Yüksel Akaya (Column) June 11, 2005 0 
39. 6 / News Şiar Can Şener (Column) June 12, 2005 1 
40. 6 / News  June 12, 2005 0 
41. 4 / News  June 13, 2005 2 
42. 7 / News  June 13, 2005 2 
43. Front Page  June 14, 2005 1 
44. 7 / News  June 14, 2005 1 
45. Front Page Nuray Öztürk June 15, 2005 0 
46. 8 / News Nuray Öztürk June 15, 2005 1 
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Table:2 (Continued) 
 

47. 8 / News İ. Sabri Durmaz (Column) June 15, 2005 0 
48. Front Page  June 16, 2005 0 
49. 8 / News  June 16, 2005 2 
50. 7 / News A. Cihan Soylu (Column) June 16, 2005 0 
51. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) June 16, 2005 0 
52. 11 / News  June 16, 2005 1 
53. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) June 17, 2005 0 
54. Front Page  June 18, 2005 0 
55. 12 / News  June 18, 2005 1 
56. Front Page  June 19, 2005 0 
57. 6 / News  June 19, 2005 1 
58. 5 / News A. Cihan Soylu (Column) June 19, 2005 0 
59. Front Page Şiar Can Şener June 20, 2005 0 
60. 8 / News  June 20, 2005 3 
61. 4 / News  June 20, 2005 1 
62. 2 / News  June 22, 2005 2 
63. 2 / News  June 22, 2005 1 
64. Front Page  June 23, 2005 2 
65. 7 / News  June 23, 2005 1 
66. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) June 23, 2005 0 
67. 8 / News  June 23, 2005 2 
68. 8 / News  June 23, 2005 1 
69. 8 / News  June 23, 2005 2 
70. 9 / News  June 23, 2005 0 
71. Front Page  June 24, 2005 1 
72. 8 / News  June 24, 2005 2 
73. 3 / News  June 25,2005 1 
74. 5 / News A. Cihan Soylu (Column) June 26, 2005 1 
75. 6 / News  June 26, 2005 0 
76. 6 / News  June 26, 2005 0 
77. 4 / News  June 27, 2005 0 
78. 8 / News Servet Akbudak (Column) June 27, 2005 0 
79. 8 / News  June 28, 2005 0 
80. 9 / News  June 30, 2005 0 
81. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) July 1, 2005 0 
82. Front Page  July 5, 2005 0 
83. 8 / News Özgül Yıldızer, Veli Doğan July 5, 2005 4 
84. 3 / News Hüsnü Öndül (Column) July 7, 2005 0 
85. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) July 8, 2005 0 
86. 8 / News İ.Sabri Durmaz (Column) July 8, 2005 0 
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Table:2 (Continued) 
 

87. 8 / News  July 9, 2005 0 
88. 8 / News  July 11, 2005 0 
89. 8 / News  July 12, 2005 3 
90. 8 / News  July 13, 2005 0 
91. 7 / News A. Cihan Soylu (Column) July 14, 2005 1 
92. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) July 14, 2005 0 
93. 9 / News  July 14, 2005 2 
94. 4 / News  July 16, 2005 5 
95. 8 / News Gökhan Durmuş July 18, 2005 5 
96. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) July 19, 2005 0 
97. 7 / News  July 19, 2005 1 
98. 9 / News  July 20, 2005 1 
99. 9 / News  July 21, 2005 3 

100. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) July 21, 2005 1 
101. 8 / News Onur Bakır July 21, 2005 0 
102. 4 / News Gökhan Ergün Koçer July 22, 2005 1 
103. 8 / News  July 22, 2005 4 
104. 8 / News  July 27, 2005 2 
105. 9 / News  July 28, 2005 0 
106. 7 / News Ahmet Yaşaroğlu (Column) July 29, 2005 0 
107. 8 / News  July 29, 2005 0 
108. Front Page  July 31, 2005 0 
109. 6 / News  July 31, 2005 0 
110. Front page  August 1, 2005 0 
111. 8 / News  August 1, 2005 1 
112. 8 / News  August 2, 2005 1 
113. 8 / News  August 2, 2005 1 
114. 2 / News Yücel Sarpdere (Column) August 3, 2005 0 
115. 8 / News Seyit Aslan (Column) August 4, 2005 0 
116. 8 / News  August 5, 2005 1 
117. Front Page  August 10, 2005 1 
118. 8 / News  August 10, 2005 1 
119. 9 / News  August 13, 2005 0 
120. 8 / News  August 19, 2005 1 
121. 8 / News  August 19, 2005 1 

 
 
According to Table:2, the first week following the biggest event on May 23, 2005, 

the news about Seydişehir is given on the front page and detailed in the inner pages. 

Detailed information is presented generally in ‘news’ sections, which is mostly 

portrayed the news of the workers and their unionist actions. Moreover, the pictures 
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used to illustrate the news items are generally portraying the workers in action during 

their demonstrations. Therefore, it can be said that the newspaper pays more attention 

to give the feelings of the workers during their efforts to achieve their mutual aims.  

 

The columnists like Yücel Sarpdere, Seyit Aslan, Ahmet Yaşaroğlu, Yüksel Akkaya, 

İ.Sabri Durmaz, Şiar Can Şener, A. Cihan Soylu make intensive analyses during the 

period, and also criticize the events from all social, economic and political sides. It 

can be easily said that there is a big attention from the columnists for the labor 

movements in the newspaper. The columnists are generally criticizing the 

privatization cases within their articles, and Seydişehir appears as an important case 

to mention during these three month period. However, according to the Table:2, the 

columnists begin to mention Seydişehir in their columns mostly in the second week 

of the events: First week after the biggest demonstration, the events are given as the 

reported long-text news items with rich contextual information illustrated by big and 

also various photographs. Moreover, the regionally reported news items are generally 

given without names, and signed as the local bureau news. Most significant thing the 

Table:2 indicates us is the fact that during the three-month period, almost everyday 

the events are taken into the pages of the newspaper. 

 

Moreover, the newspaper has a special list of sources from different sides of the 

society. The newspaper is the sole one among the other sample newspapers, which 

gave the opinions of the workers in their personality by quoting each with their own 

name. This is a crucial point for the representation of the worker class in the media 

by attributing them an identity and breaks the approach in the liberal thinking which 

takes the people as the unidentified and atomized parts of the huge masses. 

Therefore, in other newspapers, the general tendency is to present the declarations as 

the voice of ‘the typical worker’ or ‘the masses’. On the other hand, there are also the 

quotations of academics and free enterprise to compose a large platform of various 

opinions. However, as to be presented in the following part of the study, the 

newspaper applies to the statements of the power-holders less than the labor side in 

quantity. Therefore, it can be interpreted that Günlük Evrensel, as a left-sided 

newspaper, takes the side of the labor in its news texts, and underlines the labor 

movement as a total resistance with the voices of the workers from several parts of 

the country.  
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3.2.1.c.Hürriyet 

 

 The newspaper, among the sample group, mentions the least about the issue. As can 

be seen in Table:3 below, any of the news items are not given on the front page, only 

given in the inner pages. The frequency of the news about Seydişehir Demonstrations 

is also quite limited. The news items are also in the style of short news formats in 

which only the news story is told without paying necessary attention to the quotations 

or other sources.  

 

Moreover, the news within the newspaper is generally presented in the economy-

oriented sections. The socio-cultural and ideological dimensions are mostly ignored 

within the news. Hürriyet, from the very beginning of the privatization process since 

the decision of the privatization on August 2003 was made, has followed this line as 

well, and taken the issue as an economic matter. There have been a few news items 

about the issue and they appear generally in the economy sections. 

 

Table:3 News Items in Hürriyet 
 

HÜRRİYET 
 Page / Section Source / Reporter Date Photo 

1. 14 /  Money-Market  May 24, 2005 2 
2. 8 / Economy  May 25, 2005 1 
3. 14 / Economy  May 26, 2005 0 
4. 18 / Economy  May 27, 2005 1 
5. 14 / Economy  June 4, 2005 1 
6. 13 / Economy Yelda Ataç June 10, 2005 1 
7. 14 / Economy  June 11, 2005 2 
8. 18 / Money-Market  June 18, 2005 1 
9. 23 / News Fatih Altaylı (Column) June 20, 2005 0 
10. 14 / Economy Turan Yılmaz June 23, 2005 2 
11. 5 / News Emin Çölaşan (Column) June 24, 2005 0 
12. 9 / Economy  July 9, 2005 0 
13. 9 / Economy  July 16, 2005 1 
14. 15 / Economy Yelda Ataç July 24, 2005 2 

15. 8 / Economy  
August 3, 

2005 
1 
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According to Table:3, Hürriyet uses 15 pictures for its 15 items of news. The news 

items are generally supported with at most two photographs, and most of these are 

only the pictures of the quoted people in the news texts. Moreover, the table shows 

that only the columnists like Fatih Altaylı, and Emin Çölaşan evaluated the process in 

a highly limited way. 

 

As a general evaluation, Hürriyet devotes much restricted space and content for the 

related news items. As a newspaper of a holding which increases its capacity by the 

means of the privatization tenders in a big per cent, the newspaper emphasizes the 

economic side of the privatization, except for the news on May 24, 2005 giving 

stereotyped information about the most striking demonstration events. The 

significance of the event as a labor movement was generally ignored or under-

represented within the news texts. 

 

3.2.1.d.Yeni Şafak 

 

The newspaper seems to be on the side of the power-holders, since it presents the 

event from their side. There are mostly the voices of the Prime Minister, Government 

and the President of the Privatization Administration within the news texts. 

According to the Table:4 below, there are 15 items of news with 14 pictures. 

Moreover, besides the number of the news items is very limited, their contents are 

given in a restrictive way with a highly stereotyped style. 

  

Table:4 News Items in Yeni Şafak 
 

YENİ ŞAFAK 
 Page / Section Source / Reporter Date Photo 

1. Front Page  May 24, 2005 0 
2. 8 / Economy  May 24, 2005 2 
3. Front Page  May 25, 2005 0 
4. 12 / Politics  May 25, 2005 0 
5. 6 / Economy  May 27, 2005 1 
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Table:4 (Continued) 
 

6. 9 / Press K.Bumin-A.Görmüş (Column) May 27, 2005 3 
7. 7 / Economy  June 6, 2005 1 
8. 7 / Economy  June 11, 2005 1 
9. 8 / Economy  June 14, 2005 1 
10. 6 / Economy Fatma Çiftçi June 19, 2005 0 
11. 13 / Politics  June 23, 2005 1 
12. 13 / Politics  July 15, 2005 1 
13. 6 / Economy  July 20, 2005 0 
14. 6 / Economy Fahri Sarrafoğlu July 28, 2005 1 

15. 8 / Economy  
August 1, 

2005 
2 

 
 

According to Table:4, in the days following the biggest demonstration on May 23, 

2005, the news was given on the front page without the support of the photographs. 

Moreover, as can be seen from Table:4, the news also continued to be presented in 

the economy and politics sections of the newspaper. The news texts on the following 

dates are originated from the statements of the Prime Minister, the Government 

authorities and the President of the Privatization Administration. The availability of 

the voice of just one side of the event, the power-holder side, makes the information 

biased. There is only one critical article during the three-month period, which 

discusses the media environment on May 27, 2005. Moreover, on the first day, the 

event is presented with much more complicated sentences in the news texts. This also 

affects the cognitive capacity of the reader to grasp the importance of the event as a 

labor movement. 

 

As a newspaper having an Islamic standpoint, Yeni Şafak presents Seydişehir 

Demonstrations in a biased way. The newspaper applies only the statements of the 

power-holding side while ignoring the ones of the workers and the unions which 

issue many critical statements as the answers to these. The labor side is under-

represented, and the underlying cause of the event as a labor movement is ignored 

within the news texts. 
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3.2.2. General of the Sample Newspapers 

After looking at the news items in each four sample newspaper, all the data will be 

covered together to achieve a general evaluation. When the total statistics of each 

newspaper are evaluated in the same framework, the whole picture becomes visible 

to indicate the differences. Therefore, firstly the data of the frequencies of the news 

items and photographs within the newspapers will be considered: 

 

Table:5 News Items and Photographs in National Newspapers 
 

 

C
U

M
H

U
R
İY

E
T

 

G
Ü

N
L

Ü
K

 

E
V

R
E

N
SE

L
 

H
Ü

R
R
İY

E
T

 

Y
E

N
İ Ş

A
FA

K
 

Number of News  30 121 15 15 

Number of Photos 16 117 15 14 

 

Table:5 shows the frequency of the news about Seydişehir Demonstrations in 4 

newspapers during a period of three months just after the Seydişehir Demonstrations 

on May 23, 2005. According to the table, Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak give the least 

number of news with only the amount of 15, while Günlük Evrensel gives 121 items 

of news as the highest amount among the others within the sample group. This 

indicates the importance the newspapers advocated to the events. On the other hand, 

the number of the photographs supporting the news can be given as an auxiliary data 

to the number of the news. Yeni Şafak is the one using the least amount of photos for 

the news, while Günlük Evrensel supported its highest number of news with the 

richest photo illustrations among the sample newspapers.   

 

Moreover, the statistical data given above is not satisfactory if it is not moved further. 

The type of the page on which the news is given is also complementary to the 

previous data. Table:6 below, gives the correlative data among the number of news 

on each section of the newspaper.  
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Table:6 News Items in Different Sections of National Newspapers 
 

 Front Page Economy Money-

Market 

Politics News 

Cumhuriyet 6 13   11 

G.Evrensel 24    97 

Hürriyet  11 2  2 

Yeni Şafak 2 9  3  

 

According to Table:6, Hürriyet does not give the event on its front page, and also 

underlines the event with its ‘economical’ side by presenting it on the sections of 

‘economy’ and ‘money-market’. When the other three newspapers are considered, 

they give the event on their front pages, supported that Günlük Evrensel gives the 

highest number of the news. Moreover, Günlük Evrensel also presents the event more 

intensively on its inner pages.  

 

Yeni Şafak, like Hürriyet, takes the event with its economic value by giving much 

more space on the economy sections. Cumhuriyet seems as the one presenting the 

news in the most balanced manner by distributing the spaces among front page, and 

the sections of ‘economy’, and ‘news’. The news items are not given in the section of 

‘politics’ except for the news of Yeni Şafak, while it means some political 

repercussions such as presenting the polemic between the government and opposition 

party.  

 

After the quantity of the news with their sections and photos are analyzed, it should 

be also covered the source choices of the newspapers together with the distribution of 

the statistics among them. Following table shows the sources applied by the 

newspapers and their frequency during the sample period. 
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Table:7 Source Choices of National Newspapers 
 
                  

                                Newspapers 

 

Sources 
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Prime Minister 4 11 4 4 

Government 2 4 2 2 

Opposition Party Dep. 11 12   

Ruling Party Deputy 1    

Unions & Chambers  20 121 3 1 

Workers(Masses) 1 22   

Workers with Names  40   

Town People  3   

Academics  3   

Civil Organizations 5 10   

Privatization Adm. 6 3 3 1 

Commissions&Law Authorities 2 1 2  

Private Enterprise  2   

Gn.Director of Eti Alüm. 1    

TOTAL 42 232 14 8 

 

 

When the amounts are considered in Table:7, Yeni Şafak is the one applied the least 

amount of sources with only 8 persons, while Günlük Evrensel gives the voice of 232 

sources as being the highest amount. It can be interpreted that the limited content of 

the news about Seydişehir Privatization in Yeni Şafak is generally in the style of story 

telling, instead of applying rich quotations. On the other hand, Cumhuriyet and 

Günlük Evrensel usually apply to the sources from different groups. Especially, 

Günlük Evrensel gives the voice of the labor side and also it is the only newspaper 

applying the opinion of the worker in his personality by giving his name. There are 

40 different workers quoted in the news of Günlük Evrensel as the sources, together 

with the statements of unions, chambers, and the general voice of the mass workers.  
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When the ratio of different sources within each newspaper is compared, the variety of 

the sources is very rich in Günlük Evrensel. According to Table:7, the only user of 

the voices of workers with their names, town people, academics, and private 

enterprise is Günlük Evrensel. Cumhuriyet is more balanced in its usage of the 

sources from different sides. Hürriyet pays more attention to the statements of the 

authorities such as the prime minister, government and the privatization 

administration. With a small amount, Hürriyet also uses sources from the labor side, 

‘Unions and Chambers’.  Yeni Şafak is the-least-source-user among the samples, and 

also many of its sources are on the side of the power-holders; the Prime Minister and 

the President of Privatization Administration, and the Government.  

 

The general analyses on the news about Seydişehir Demonstrations indicate that the 

newspapers show a considerable difference between each other. The popular 

newspaper, Hürriyet devotes less space to the news and supported less the news with 

photos. The newspaper Yeni Şafak, which is the closest one to the government with 

its Islamic approach, also almost ignores the phenomena, and reflects the voice of the 

power-holders in its source choice. The prestige newspaper Cumhuriyet, is the most 

balanced one giving a quite long space and frequency to the news together with 

various sources from different sides. The left-sided newspaper, Günlük Evrensel, is 

the leading one in the representation of the will of the workers. Only, Günlük 

Evrensel reflects the worker’s personal ideas, and the scope of the sources from labor 

side is very wide and diversified.   

 

3.2.3. Local Newspapers as Comparison Group 

 

After analyzing the sample group of newspapers in national level, it is useful to 

consider the issue of media coverage on the local scale. Because, local newspapers 

could be more interested in their local issues, and they could maybe remain relatively 

autonomous in their functioning when the large-scale interests of top corner-holders 

in the national media are considered. The owners of the local media are generally the 

entrepreneurs of their own town, and thus they take a side to protect their hometown. 

Their aim is basically to share the developments with the people in their region. 

Moreover, the local newspapers can overcome the physical limitations in news 
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gathering with their closeness to the news sources.  They usually witness the news 

stories in their area, and thus have a chance to get first-hand news in their own 

region.  

 

These features of the local newspapers make them significant for the national 

newspapers. National newspapers usually get the news from the journalists of these 

local newspapers. Even some journalists work for more then one newspaper as being 

the mutual members of local and national newspapers. The news of the local 

newspapers will indicate the local voice of the news story.  Therefore, this part of the 

study will firstly find out the general features of the local news items, and try to show 

possible differences between the national and local newspapers in media coverage of 

labor movements.  

 

In order to grasp the local media coverage of the events, news items of nine local 

newspapers are analyzed. The names of the newspapers can be given as Anadolu 

Manşet, Hakimiyet, Konya Postası, Memleket, Merhaba, Seydişehir Postası, 

Seydişehir Toroslar, Yeni Konya, and Yeni Meram. The sample period for the news is 

taken as the same three-month period just as in the national level.  There were 3 news 

items in Anadolu Manşet, 5 in Hakimiyet, 12 in Konya Postası, 5 in Memleket, 16 in 

Merhaba, 2 in Seydişehir Postası, 2 in Seydişehir Toroslar, 6 in Yeni Konya, and 11 

in Yeni Meram. 

 

When the features of each local newspaper are considered, there appear various 

statistics. According to Table:8 below, Anadolu Manşet presents 3 news items about the 

events. The news is generally given within the week of the biggest demonstration, and 

other events are ignored. One of these news items is given on the front page, and others 

are on the ‘regional’ section.  
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Table:8 News Items in Anadolu Manşet 
 

ANADOLU 
MANŞET 

Page/ 
Section Date Photo  Source / Reporter 

  Front Page 24.05.2005 3   
  7 / Region 24.05.2005 0   
  7 / Region 27.05.2005 3 Enver Haykır 

TOTAL: 3 News Items     
6 

Photos   
 

 

 

According to Table:9 below, Hakimiyet presents 5 news items about Seydişehir 

Demonstrations, most of which are given within the week of the biggest 

demonstration. There are two news items on the front page, and others are featured in 

‘political’, ‘regional’ or ‘news’ sections. The newspaper uses 10 photographs in total 

to illustrate the news texts. 

  
 
Table:9 News Items in Hakimiyet 
 

HAKİMİYET 
Page / 

Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter 

  Front page 24.05.2005 1   
  6 / Region 24.05.2005 3   
  3 / Politics 25.05.2005 3   

  2 / News 27.05.2005 1 
Mehmet 

Leventoğlu 
  Front Page 16.06.2005 2   
TOTAL: 5 News Items    10 Photos   
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Another local newspaper, Konya Postası gives 12 news items about the events in 

Seydişehir as indicated in Table:10. Only three news items are given on the front 

page, the other texts are in different types of sections such as ‘Seydişehir’, ‘news’, 

‘current’, ‘agenda’, and ‘economy’.  Newspaper uses 20 photographs, and thus 

illustrates the texts in a rich manner.     

 

Table:10 News Items in Konya Postası 
 

KONYA POSTASI Page /Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter 

  Front Page 24.05.2005 3   
  5 / News 24.05.2005 0   

 6 / Current 26.05.2005 1   
  6 / Current 26.05.2005 1 Kadriye Kasap
  4 / Seydişehir 27.05.2005 2   
  4 / Agenda 01.06.2005 0   
  Front Page 06.06.2005 1   
  2 / News 06.06.2005 1   

  Front page 13.06.2005 1 
Hasan 

Leventoğlu  
  4 / Seydişehir 13.06.2005 3 Kadriye Kasap
  4 / Seydişehir 02.07.2005 5   

  8 / Economy 31.07.2005 2 

Hasan 
Leventoğlu 

Rıza 
Gereniz(DHA)

TOTAL: 12 News Items     20 Photos   
 
 

According to Table:11 below, the newspaper, Memleket presents 5 news items and 

only one of these is placed on the front. Other news items are featured under the 

sections of ‘economy’ and ‘news’. The newspaper, together with Konya Postası, is 

the one giving the events as the developments within the issue of economy. There is 

only one photograph for each news text in this local newspaper. 
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Table:11 News Items in Memleket 
 

MEMLEKET 
Page / 

Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter 

  8 / Economy 26.05.2005 1   

  8 / Economy 30.05.2005 1 
Duran 
Güçlü 

  Front Page 06.06.2005 1   
  5 / News 02.07.2005 1   
  5 / News 02.08.2005 1   
TOTAL: 5 News Items     5 Photos   
 

 

Merhaba is one of the local newspapers, which gives the highest number of news 

items about the events. In Table:12, the newspaper presents 16 news items on 

Seydişehir Demonstrations, and 9 of them are given on the front page. Other news 

items are in the ‘news’ or ‘regional’ sections.  There are 19 photographs with these 

news texts. 

 

Table:12 News Items in Merhaba 
 

MERHABA Page/Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter

  Front Page 24.05.2005 1   
  5 / Region 24.05.2005 4   
  Front Page 25.05.2005 1   
  2 / News 26.05.2005 1   
  2 / News 26.05.2005  0   
  5 / Region 26.05.2005 1   
  Front Page 29.05.2005 4   
  Front Page 06.06.2005 2   
  5 / Region 06.06.2005 1   
  Front Page 09.06.2005 1   
  2 / News 09.06.2005 1   

  Front Page 11.06.2005 1 
Çetin 
Oranlı 

  2 / News 11.06.2005  0 
Çetin 
Oranlı 

  Front Page 16.06.2005  0   
  Front Page 18.06.2005 1   
  Front Page 01.08.2005  0   
TOTAL: 16 News Items     19 Photos   
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Other two local newspapers, Seydişehir Postası and Seydişehir Toroslar are weekly 

periodicals, and they have less number of news items than the daily newspapers. As 

can be seen in Table:13 and Table:14, the news items are usually given on the week of 

the biggest demonstration. Both newspapers give two numbers of news items in only 

one day within the following week of the biggest demonstrations. 

 
Table:13 News Items in Seydişehir Postası 
 

SEYDİŞEHİR POSTASI 
Page / 

Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter

  Front Page 24.05.2005 0   
  2 / News 24.05.2005 0   
TOTAL: 2 News Items     0 Photos   
 
 
 
Table:14 News Items in Seydişehir Toroslar 
 

SEYDİŞEHİR TOROSLAR 
Page / 

Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter

  Front Page 27.05.2005 1   
  Front Page 27.05.2005 1   
TOTAL: 2 News Items     2 Photos   

 
 
According to Table:15, Yeni Konya gives 6 news items about the events, and half of 

them are on the front page. The newspaper usually presents the events on the front 

page and these news items are detailed in the inner pages. The newspaper used 11 

photographs with its 6 news items.    

  

Table:15 News Items in Yeni Konya 
  

YENİ KONYA 
Page / 

Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter 

  Front Page 24.05.2005 2   
  3 / Details 24.05.2005 0   
  Front Page 06.06.2005 1   
  7/News Tour 06.06.2005 2   
  Front Page 31.07.2005 3   
  3 / Details 31.07.2005 3   
TOTAL: 6 News Items    11 Photos   
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There appear 11 news items in Yeni Meram, and 7 of them are on the front page 

while the other ones are the details of these news texts according to Table:16. These 

news items are illustrated with 17 photographs, usually one or two per news text. 

 

Table:16 News Items in Yeni Meram 

YENİ MERAM Page / Section Date Photo 
Source / 
Reporter 

  Front Page 24.05.2005 1   
  15 / Details 24.05.2005 1   
  Front Page 25.05.2005 2   
  Front Page 27.05.2005 2   
  Front Page 06.06.2005 2   
  17 / Details 06.06.2005 1   

  Front Page 11.06.2005 2 
Abdullah 
Leblebici 

  15 / Details 11.06.2005 2 
Abdullah 
Leblebici 

  
Front Page 

16.06.2005 1 
Abdullah 
Leblebici 

  Front Page 18.06.2005 2   
  15 / Details 18.06.2005 1   
TOTAL: 11 News Items     17 Photos   

 

 

After having a general look at the news features of each sample and local 

newspapers, the statistics on the cumulative level will be evaluated.   

 

3.2.4. General Evaluation of the Local Newspapers 

 

The total amounts of the news attributed to the issue within the content of all the 

local newspapers are important to make comparisons between each other and also to 

understand comparatively how each newspaper weights the importance of the event.  
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Table:17 News Items and Photographs in Local Newspapers 
 

No.
Name of  

Newspapers 
Number of  
News Items 

Number of 
Photos 

1 Merhaba 16 19 
2 Konya Postası 12 20 
3 Yeni Meram 11 17 
4 Memleket 5 5 
5 Yeni Konya 6 11 
6 Hâkimiyet 5 10 
7 Anadolu Manşet 3 6 
8 Seydişehir Postası* 2 0 
9 Seydişehir Toroslar* 2 2 

*Weekly newspapers. 

 
 

Table:17 indicates that Merhaba is the leading newspaper with its highest number of 

the news items of a frequency of 16. The second newspaper is Konya Postası, which 

is followed by Yeni Meram in the list of the highest number of the news items. These 

three local newspapers are also the leading ones in the numbers of the photographs 

they used in the news items.  

 

Local media is expected to feel responsibility for their region and to give many more 

news items about their own events, while the national media could become more 

indifferent to the developments which are not suitable for their profits. However, 

when the local news items of these media organizations are considered during our 

sample period, it can be interpreted that the total number of news items in local 

newspapers is not sufficient as compared with the statistics of the national 

newspapers.  

 

After being analyzed the cumulative numbers of news items and photographs in the 

local media, the sections of the newspapers chosen to give the news about Seydişehir 

events will be evaluated. The sections of these news items within the newspapers also 

indicate the attitude of the media organization towards the events:  
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Table:18 News Items in Different Sections of National Newspapers 
 

Newspaper / 
Sections 

Front 
Page 

Region News Politics Economy 
Total 
News 

Merhaba 9 3 4 - - 16 
Konya Postası 3 3 5 - 1 12 
Yeni Meram 7 - 4 - - 11 
Memleket 1 - 2 - 2 5 
Yeni Konya 3 - 3 - - 6 
Hâkimiyet 2 1 1 1 -   5 
Anadolu Manşet 1 2 - - - 3 
Seydişehir Postası 1 - 1 - - 2 
Seydişehir Toroslar 2 - - - - 2 

 
 
 

Table:18 presents the sections of the news items within each local newspaper. When 

the news items are considered in respect to their locations within newspapers, 

Merhaba giving the highest number of news items in total appears as the one giving 

also the highest number of news items on the front page with the frequency of 9. Yeni 

Meram is the second newspaper giving the most number of news in the front page. 

Other newspapers give generally limited place in their front pages for the Seydişehir 

news.  

 

Moreover, only Hakimiyet presents the issue under ‘politics’ section, and thus 

underlines the events with a political dimension. On the other hand, Konya Postası 

and Memleket reflect the events in their ‘economy’ pages by indicating the economic 

side of the issue. As a general trend within local newspapers, the news about 

Seydişehir Demonstrations is given under the ‘news’ and ‘regional’ sections of the 

newspapers. This general presentation of the local media as in ‘regional’ sections 

indicates a requirement for the representation of the local events of their hometown, 

which are generally ignored by the national media because of their restrictions. 

 

When the local newspapers are evaluated on the base of source applications as 

indicated in Table:19 below, the most striking point seems to be that the only 

newspaper giving the Prime Minister as the source is Hakimiyet. All of the other 

newspapers usually use the sources from opposition, unions and workers, as the 

locally functioning channels reflecting the events from the critical side. They mostly 

give the statements of the Head of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union, the sole 
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functioning trade union in the town. Merhaba and Konya Postası are the newspapers 

applied the highest amount of the source quotations, and also these two newspapers 

are the ones reflecting the voice of the workers with their names.  

 
 
Table:19 Source Choices of Local Newspapers 

 
 

Moreover, according to Table:19, the opposition party authorities are the common 

sources in this media group, because the politicians made statements in the seminars 

and conferences in the town about the current developments. These statements take 

place in local newspapers, while most of the national media ignores this information. 
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Prime Minister    1      

Opposition Party 
Dep. 

3 2 2 2 1 3 2 1  

Unions & 
Chambers 

1 15 7 3 1 1 13 4 1 

Workers(Masses)  5 1 1   1   

Workers with 
Names 

 3     3   

Civil Organizations       1   

Privatization Adm.        1  

TOTAL 4 25 10 7 2 4 20 6 1 
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3.2.5.Comparative Analyses of National and Local Newspapers 

Having been analyzed the statistical data on each newspaper in national and local 

levels; a general overview will be achieved on the cumulative data of all. When these 

news items are evaluated, there appear similar periods for all newspapers when the 

news about Seydişehir Demonstrations took place or becomes frequent. 

 

 These periods usually intersect with the specific and striking demonstrations. Most 

of the news items are given in the first week of the sample period on 23-29 May, 

2005, when the demonstrations turned out to be a struggle between the local people 

and the police. The following news period can be shown as the “road blocking” 

demonstrations when the local people barricaded the Antalya highway on June 5, 

2005. The next demonstrations were made in Ankara on June 10, 2005, and the other 

demonstrations were also as striking as the previous ones with huge crowds and some 

activities like burning the cars of the new owners of the factory.   

 

These analyses indicated that local newspapers, like the national ones, cared mostly 

of the “news value” of the events and took only the sensational details. The local 

media, like the national ones, could only find way to give the news of their own 

town, when a big newsworthy event happened. Moreover, general statements of the 

union authorities and the local people indicated that local press can not function 

independently, because the local administration is also from the ruling party, JDP. 

Therefore, the content of the local news could not become as supportive as expected. 

On the other hand, local newspapers published some supportive and encouraging 

news only to tell the ‘successes’ of the local people in their becoming the center of 

attention with their sensational activities. As can be seen from their headlines, the 

local newspapers, instead of giving the real aim of these activities, usually take the 

issue as a matter of proud, coming with the “successes” of the local people in 

achieving sensational and mediatic events. 

 

Furthermore, the evaluation of the writers of the national and local newspapers given 

in each previous table is also important. There are many ‘signed’ news items in 

Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel, and also there are some in the local newspapers. 
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And, the journalist Enver Haykır writes for both Cumhuriyet in the national level and 

also Anadolu Manşet in the local level. He is also known as the local representative 

of Cumhuriyet newspaper. When the news texts of the same journalist are taken into 

consideration, there are not same news contents about Seydişehir events belonging to 

E. Haykır. In Cumhuriyet, there appear many more news items signed by him, and 

they mention the general underlining events. On the other hand, in Anadolu Manşet, 

he quotes from the statements of the Former Deputy President of Felicity Party, 

issued while he was visiting the local branch of Çelik-İş Union. Furthermore, many 

other names in the local media are the local representatives of big news agencies: For 

example, Mehmet Leventoğlu, who is İHA (Ihlas News Agency) Seydişehir 

representative, writes in Hakimiyet; Hasan Leventoğlu and Rıza Gereniz, who are 

DHA (Dogan News Agency) local representatives, write in Konya Postası. They are 

the intersecting agents of the national and local media; however, as can be seen from 

the case of Enver Haykır, their news texts show differences in these two levels of 

representation. And on the other hand, it is also observed from the sample 

newspapers that generally the news items are given without names.  

 

The content analysis has given some idea about the general presentation and the stand 

of each newspaper of the Turkish Press. The attention paid to the event holds some 

implications in the numbers and spaces of the news, together with the choices of the 

sources from different sides. The analyses, now, will be complemented by ‘Discourse 

Analyses’ in order to grasp the portrayal of the Seydişehir Demonstrations by 

Turkish Press.    

 

3.3. DISCOURSE ANALYSIS ON SAMPLE NEWS ITEMS 

Critical Discourse Analysis tries to capture the ‘dynamic’ nature of both power 

relations and text production by uncovering the hegemonic structures within texts.89 

Beginning with the main dynamics of the media representation of working class, it is 

endeavored to grasp the phenomenon in its complete meaning. Because the different 

effects occurring on the background are very important to understand what is implied 

                                                
       89  JOSEPH, E. J. (2006). Language and Politics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press.:126-127 
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in between the lines of the texts. Hartley underlines in his study, “Understanding 

News”: 

 

..in order to understand a discourse we need to look more closely at the 
historical, social, political, and economic conditions of its production and 
consumption, because these ‘determinants’ will shape what it says, the way 
it develops, the status it enjoys, the people who use it, the uses to which it 
is put and so on.90 

 

Therefore, as having already looked at these ‘determinants’ behind our case, 

privatization of Seydişehir Aluminum Inc., the discourses of the products of this 

process, the news texts will be analyzed. Critical Linguistics is used in order to 

define ‘the application of a particular set of linguistic procedures to texts with a view 

to uncovering concealed ideological meanings, whether or not intentional’.91  

 

When the discourse analyses of the news texts are considered, Van Dijk, presents a 

model for this kind of analyses with his Discourse Analysis Method.92 The discourse 

analysis will provide us with the clues on how the events are stereotyped, framed, 

turned in situation models when being written in news form: the emphasis will be 

held on ‘how the events are framed in the news’, and on ‘how the ongoing source 

relations shape the news frames’, and finally on ‘how the ideological and cultural 

practices shape and –in turn- are reflected in the news discourse.’.93  

Van Dijk defines two levels of analysis as being the macro-structural and micro-

structural levels. The macro-structure of discourse is the overall meaning together 

with some kind of overall syntax, which defines the possible forms in which topics or 

themes can be inserted and ordered in the actual text.94Therefore, Van Dijk presents 

two main parts within the macro-structural level: the summary part defining the 

                                                
90  HARTLEY, J. (1982). Understanding News. London: Routldge: 6 
 
91  O’HALLORAN, K. (2003). Critical Discourse Analysis and Language Cognition. Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh Univ. Press: 14 
 
92 YILDIZ, A. N. (2002). Türkiye Basınında Özelleştirme Haberleri. Thesis, Ankara: Gazi University 
Enstitute of Social Sciences: 49 
 
93 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 10-11 
 
94 VAN DIJK, T. (1988). News as Discourse. NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Ass. Pbl.: 49-52 
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overall meaning; and the story side of the text which is a rule-based schema. In our 

study, the photographs, headlines, introductions and leads will indicate the summary 

part, and lastly the schematic structure of the news will be evaluated as the story part.  

 

After analyzing the macro-structural discourses of the news, the study will continue 

through the local or micro-structural level analysis, in which the overall structure is 

to be realized at a more concrete local level of words and sentences. At this local 

level, it is distinguished between meaning and its expression in surface structures 

such as words, phrases, clauses, and sentence forms. 95 Therefore, there will be the 

analyses of the news syntax, local coherence, lexical choices, and lastly the rhetoric 

of the news in the micro-structural level: The grammatical structures are analyzed in 

the part of the news syntax, the causalities within the news texts are discussed in the 

part of the local coherence, the word and phrase choices are covered in the part of 

lexical choices, and finally the general presentation of the ‘reality’ is questioned in 

the part of the rhetoric of the news. All these elements are strongly related to the 

cognitive dimension between the reporter and reader: How much the readers get from 

the text, and how correct they perceived the written in the text changes in this level of 

discourse. In the discourse analysis conducted on the micro-structural level, the news 

items of the newspapers can be said to be analyzed beyond their sentence structures.  

 

These two levels of discourse have significance on their own, macro-structural level 

indicates the general meaning and micro-structural one focuses on the expression in 

between the lines of the texts. However, they should not be taken as separate spheres 

of the discourse; they are complementary to each other to grasp the whole discourse 

of the news. Therefore, at the end of these two analyses, the whole picture will try to 

be covered by taking all the levels together.  

3.3.1. Macro-Structural Level Analysis 

The main parts of the news items perceived at the first glance are covered under the 

macro-structural level. As in the part of the macro-structural analyses, the study will 

                                                
95 VAN DIJK, T. (1988). News as Discourse. NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Ass. Pbl.: 59-63 
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focus on the different aspects of news format, such as photographs, headlines, spots 

and the main text.96  

 

Firstly, the photographs of the news items will be analyzed as the reflections of what 

is trying to be told. Afterwards, the headlines, the leads and the spots will be covered 

in order to capture what is designed to be underlined with main structures of the news 

texts. Finally, the schematic structure of the news will be analyzed in accordance 

with the main requisites defined by Van Dijk in a news context. 

 

3.3.1.a.The Photographs 

The photographs given statistically in the previous part, in fact, play an important 

role with their emotional emphasis and they support the thematic structure of the 

news texts.  

 

In general, the information given in the news texts are repeated in captions: This 

information generally serves to direct the attention of the readers to certain aspects of 

the photographs.97 Barthes claims that the news photographs surrounds the news texts 

as being in an interaction with them; and this surrounding happens by the re-

representation of the information in the news, emphasizing them or by making them 

more concrete.98 

 

When the sample newspapers are observed during the defined period, this role of the 

photographs within the news comes to the daylight. Especially, together with the 

headlines and other titles, photographs draw the general framework, and maybe 

present the whole event for the lazy readers. Some examples can be given from the 

news items of sample newspapers, and analyze what they are implicitly telling to the 

reader. 

 

                                                
96 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 106-107 
 
97 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 107 
 
98 MURDOCK, G. ; HANSEN, A. (1985). Constructing the Crowd: Popular Discourse and Press 
Presentation:251 
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When the news photographs of the sample national newspapers are considered, every 

newspaper takes the events from their side. Günlük Evrensel generally uses the 

photographs which show the honored resistance of the workers and the harsh 

intervention of the arm forces of the government.  

 

 
 
Figure: P.1 AKP Attacks, Seydisehir Resists 99 
(Source: Günlük Evrensel; May 24, 2005- Front Page) 
 
 
 
For example in Figure P.1, the faces of the workers are taken into attention in order 

to show the resistance of the workers, and also in other parts of the picture there are 

several captures of the police intervention to the workers. Moreover, Günlük Evrensel 

usually reflects the voice of the workers and their supporters in the news texts, and 

thus, illustrates these news items with the photos of the ‘real’ people with their close 

profiles, as in the Figure P.2.  

 
  

                                                
99 There are several photographs. Big one shows the police force trying to push out the crowd in which 
the workers hold their arms up to show their resistance. The picture is captured just from the backside of 
the police officers by showing the faces of the demonstrators. The smaller photograph pictures a man 
lying next to a panzer in order to prevent its move. Both focus on the attacking police officers and 
panzers as the instruments of the ruling party, and also resisting local people.   
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Figure: P.2 They are resigning from AKP 100 
(Source: Günlük Evrensel; May 28, 2005- 8th Page) 
 

 

When analyzed in a general context, Günlük Evrensel uses the photographs in order 

to show the violent nature of the intervention in the labor movements and the 

justifiable reaction of the workers against these efforts. The Figure P.3 is another 

example for this kind of a representation, by underlining the ‘vulnerable women’ 

images under the blockade of the police forces in order to blame the ‘violent nature 

of the police’.  

 

                                                
100 There are 4 photographs. Two of them are the pictures of the local people in their work places. One 
of them hanged a notice on the window of his shop, which can be seen at the back in the picture, and it is 
written ‘No Privatization’. The other two pictures tell the opposition of the workers. Especially the 
bigger one captures a police officer beating a worker within the crowd with a truncheon. In the whole 
composition, the reasons of the resignation of the people are given together with the supporting pictures 
of some people against the authority. 
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Figure: P.3  Seydişehir is under Blockade 101 
(Source: Günlük Evrensel; August 2, 2005– 2nd Page) 
 
 
 
In Figure P.4, the ‘4C’ regulation for the exploitation of the rights of the workers is 

being criticized, and the picture given next to the news text clearly focuses on the 

faces of the demonstrators and on the criticizing slogans written on their placards. 

The newspaper tries to tell the workers the results of this regulation, and tries to 

create awareness about their position also through this photograph.  

 

                                                
101 There is a big photograph, which shows the crowd and the labor resistance against the police forces. 
The photograph also clearly underlines the exaggerated number of police officers and their harsh 
intervention towards the demonstrators. Moreover, the demonstrators seem as mainly made up with 
women, and the intervention of the police to these vulnerable mothers creates a reactive feelings towards 
the police forces.    
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Figure: P.4 4C Trap in Seydişehir 102 
(Source: Günlük Evrensel; August 5, 2005 – 8th Page) 
 

 

The newspaper is on the side of the workers, and generally criticizes the 

implementations, policies - and specifically the intervention methods - of the 

government in its news items. The photographs reflect this position of the newspaper 

as the complementary material for the news texts. 

 

On the other hand, Yeni Şafak uses very limited photographs for the news items about 

Seydişehir. They are usually organized on the side of the government, and giving the 

labor movements in a limited and partial way. For example, according to the Figure 

P.5, Yeni Şafak uses the same picture with Günlük Evrensel as in the Figure P.1, but 

there are important differences between usages of these two same pictures. In Figure 

P.1, Günlük Evrensel focuses on the battling area with a closer scene of the labor 

reaction, while Yeni Şafak takes the picture in a wide perspective with other 

surroundings like the trees, street lamps, and other buildings. This difference 

originates from the choice of Günlük Evrensel about emphasizing the main battle area 

in a narrowed frame in order not to confuse the readers’ mind with the other 

                                                
102 There is one photograph showing the faces of the demonstrators clearly. It is observable that most of 
them are women and they are struggling on the front line for the sake of the workers of their town. And, 
the most striking point in the photograph is the placard within the demonstrators, which is highly 
criticizing the ruling party. This banner demonstrates much more than the many statements written in the 
news text. 
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surroundings in the picture. Moreover, Yeni Şafak also adds a small picture, which 

shows an angry face of an old man trying to shout at a police, and thus, takes the 

attention of the reader towards the rude behaviors of the workers within the events. 

The same photograph is designed by different aims in each newspaper as well.  

 

 
 
Figure: P.5 Privatization Tension in Seydişehir 103 
(Source: Yeni Şafak; May 24, 2005- 8the page) 

 
 

Moreover, it becomes very observable that Yeni Şafak looks to the events on the other 

side, and shows the ruling authorities in a ‘wise’ and ‘honored’ position. According 

to the Figure P.6, the perspective of the capturing of the image of the Prime Minister 

indicates much: the objective of the camera looks at the Prime Minister from below, 

                                                
103 There are two photographs for the news text. In the bigger one, there are many police officers next to 
the crowd of shouting people. However, the police officers are not in action, they are only watching the 
scene. In the smaller one, there is a police officer in the capture seen from his backward; he holds a 
truncheon to some people shouting angrily to him. The angry faces of the people can easily be seen, 
while the face of the police can not be seen. The angry mood of the demonstrators which is focused in 
the picture absolves the attacking position of the policeman. The tension seems as if it originated from 
the side of the workers. 
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which makes him positioned over the readers as a ‘wise’, ‘sublime’ and ‘huge’ 

image. In general, the newspaper shows the government in a rightful and positive 

way.  

 

 
 
Figure: P.6 We will make the people Comfortable 104 
(Source: Yeni Şafak; June 23, 2005 – 13th Page) 
 
 
 
When the news in Cumhuriyet is considered, the photographs more reflected a 

support to the labor side. For example, in Figure P.7, the beating up to the worker is 

pictured and also told in the news text. The behaviors of the police forces are highly 

criticized in this context, and the rights of the workers are defended as being the side 

under pressure.  

 

                                                
104 There is only one photograph in the news taken underside of the prime minister while he is speaking. 
And also, the logo and the name of his party appear around him, and this picture reflects his huge 
capacity and a successive side as a political leader. It is very understandable that this photo was taken 
with respectful emotions to the Prime Minister and also enables to create a respectful perception towards 
him as well. 
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Figure: P.7 Beating up the Workers 105 
(Source: Cumhuriyet; May 24, 2005- Front Page) 
 

 

Moreover, Cumhuriyet, like Günlük Evrensel, gives the profiles of the workers with 

their personal pictures within the events. As can be seen in Figure P.8, the pictures of 

the workers in demonstrations takes place in the news, and their fight with the 

privatization is portrayed in these emotional pictures. Therefore, it can be commented 

that Cumhuriyet generally shows its support to the workers in its news photographs. 

 

 

                                                
105 There is only one big picture showing the chaos and also the picture is captured next to two police 
officers trying to hit a young man with truncheons. The attacking on the young man takes attention at 
the first glance in the picture. 
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Figure: P.8 Reaction to the Privatization 106 
(Source: Cumhuriyet; June 9, 2005– 13th Page) 

 
 
 
Lastly, the photographs in the news items of Hürriyet will be covered. As a mass 

paper, Hürriyet used the sensational side of the events more frequently in its limited 

number of photographs. In Figure P.9, the same of the picture in Figure P.7 used by 

Cumhuriyet is represented in a narrow frame by focusing on the ‘beating’ area in 

order to emphasize the sensational side of the events. Moreover, this big picture is 

illustrated by a small one, showing an injured policeman in order to present the 

                                                
106 There are three photographs and the size of each is quite big. Also, they are taken with a zoomed 
perspective into the faces of the workers, who are making demonstrations. The shape of their faces and 
their appearance reflects their long-term and difficult work-lives. For example, in the picture at the top, 
there is an old man speaking through microphone, and he seems quite wise, but also exhausted. Other 
two pictures also portray the cooperation of the workers and their patience on their faces. Therefore, 
these photographs mainly show the labor side sympathetically. 
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events in a balanced atmosphere: There are ‘beaten young people’ together with the 

‘injured policeman’ during the events.   

 

 

 
 
Figure: P.9 Blood shed at the Privatization Opposition in Seydişehir 107 
(Source: Hürriyet; May 24, 2005- 14th Page)       
 
 

However, Hürriyet, in general, stands on the side of the power holders, and reflects 

this to its photographs. Besides, in order to increase its circulation rate, the 

newspaper also presents the striking demonstrations of the workers as the ‘news-

worthy’ events for the readers. For example, in Figure P.10, there appears a picture of 

the workers demonstrating the privatization, while also there is a scene from the 

plants in order to tell the economic side of this sale. It can be interpreted that Hürriyet 

gives the demonstrations of the workers in its news photographs if they are ‘news-

worthy’ enough. Otherwise, the newspaper reflects the economic importance of the 

situation, and only emphasizes the economic repercussions of the privatization 

ignoring the labor events. 

 

                                                
107 There are two photographs within the news. The bigger one shows the chaos, and a young man 
attacked by two police officers on the closest distance. The other one show an injured police officer on 
his leg, and the first aid is being applied to him. The emphasis is on the injured leg of the police officer. 
The choice of the police officer instead of a civil person as the injured tries to underline the innocence of 
the police forces. 
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Figure: P.10 The Privatization High Council decision is ready for Seydişehir, 
action for nullity started 108 
(Source: Hürriyet; July 24, 2005– 15th Page) 
 

 

After reviewing some examples from the sample newspapers, the local examples will 

be evaluated in order to make a comparison. In general, local newspapers use the 

photographs, which are very similar with the ones used by national newspapers. 

These photographs are usually underlining the sensational side of the events. For 

example, in Figure P.11, a picture of the fight between the police forces and the civil 

people is given in a close perspective in order to show the violent atmosphere at the 

first glance.    

                                                
108 There are two photographs, one of which shows the hydroelectric power plant of the enterprise in 
order to underline its high price. Other photograph shows the workers making demonstration in the gate 
of the factory, and reflects their high motivation in their aims with their holding arms and smiling faces. 
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Figure: P.11 There are Truncheon, Pepper-gas and Tears in the Town: 
Seydişehir Resisting 109 
(Source: Merhaba; May 24, 2005 – Front Page) 
 

 

Moreover, the local newspapers generally give the labor events with a proud, and 

they emotionally underline the successes of their local people. These features are all 

visible in the photographs used to tell the idea in a complementary way. The pictures 

are very similar to each other as happened within the national newspapers. For 

example, as given in Figure P.12, the picture of a worker lying next to a panzer, 

which is a highly emotional one indicating that the workers are ready to give their 

lives for their aim, is a commonly used scene within the newspapers.  

 

                                                
109 There is a photograph showing the fight between the police and the people. There is also a panzer on 
the backside of the people and they are stucked between the policemen and the panzer. There is also an 
explanation under the picture: ‘Police intervened into the Resistance of Workers’. 
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Figure: P.12 Deadly Resistance 110 
(Source: Yeni Meram; May 24, 2005 – Front Page) 

 
 
 

Other many pictures, especially showing the affray between the police and the local 

people, are also very similar, even the same, with each other in the newspapers. The 

examples given in Figures P.13, and P.14 below, can be seen similarly picturing the 

events.   

 

 

 

Figure: P.13 Enormous Resistance in Seydişehir 111 
(Source: Yeni Konya; May 24, 2005 – Front Page) 

 

 

                                                
110 There is a man lying on the ground to stop the panzers. This photo can be seen in many local and 
national newspapers, and it is used to reflect the seriousness and the motivation of the demonstrations. 
Moreover, in the extension of the news, there are two women sitting on the ground next to the panzers. 
 
111 The picture illustrates the prideful perspective of the news text there are masses holding Turkish flags 
in their hands, and there are policemen trying to take them into a circle, and also their panzers are seen at 
the back side. 
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Figure: P.14 Tension in Seydişehir 112 
(Source: Anadolu Manşet May 24, 2005 – Front Page) 
 

 

Being a general attitude within the local newspapers, they try to underline in their 

photographs the things their local people achieved, as shortly mentioned before. In 

Figure P.15, the road blocking demonstration is given with the pictures emphasizing 

the large-scale participation and the workers’ reaction in the area. Moreover, in other 

following examples are also picturing the events proudly. 

 

                                                
112 There are three photographs, two of which are small and placed on the big one.  These three 
photographs are all familiar to us, because all of them are commonly used in the newspapers. In the 
biggest picture, there is a crowd with their Turkish flags on their hands, and the police try to get them 
into a circle. One of the other two shows a man lying next to a panzer, and other small one has two 
women sitting on the ground next to a panzer again. 
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Figure: P.15 Seydişehir Blocked the Road 113 
(Source: Yeni Meram; 06/06/2005 –Front Page) 

 
 
 

 
Figure: P.16 Seydişehir is ours 114 
(Source: Merhaba; 09/06/2005 – Front Page) 

 

                                                
113 There are two photographs. The bigger one shows a general scene of the demonstration, in which 
there appears an exaggerated police force next to the worker both in their numbers and also their 
wearing and materials. The other photograph shows the Head of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union, 
M. Oğuz speaking towards the people with a handcuff on one of his hand. This reflects a success 
because the police wanted to handcuff him, but the workers did not let them. Exactly same pictures are 
also used in the front page of Merhaba on the same date with a title, “Reaction does not Finish in 
Seydişehir” 
 
114 There is a photograph, showing ten unionist smiling to the objective of the camera. They are proudly 
holding the t-shirts of their union, and standing net to a banner of the union. 
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Figure P.17 Seydişehir Workers Shook Ankara 115 
(Source: Konya Postası; 13/06/2005 – Front Page) 
 

 

As stated above, the figures P.16 and P.17 are the other examples for the common 

style of the local newspapers in their presentation of the labor events. They are 

showing the emotional and striking scenes from the events: They picture the workers 

in their demonstrations as in Figure P.16, or huge masses of them as in Figure P.17. 

However, by using those much sensational photographs, they are taking the attention 

of the reader from the main aim of the demonstrations towards the emotionally 

perceived sides.  Same problem can be observed in the illustrations of the national 

newspapers, while the local ones behaves more emotionally in order to present the 

scenes of their local events. 

 
                                                
115 There is one photograph showing the masses that underlines the successive labor demonstration in a 
big city, as well as being the capital city of the country, Ankara. 
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3.3.1.b.The Headlines 

Headlines are the main parts of the news texts summarizing the most attractive side 

of the events. Therefore, they have important implications in order to find out the 

way of the presentation of the news event, which is much related to the ideological 

dimension. As being important parts of the news discourse, the implications within 

the headlines are covered in this part. Especially the way of their presentation and the 

voices of the parties chosen in the headlines will be analyzed within the examples of 

national and local newspapers.  

 

In fact, the headlines can be defined as the parts in the main discourse of different 

usages of the newspapers; for example, some chooses to use a short-news style and 

the headline takes its shape within this way of news presentation. These short-news 

items are generally given as the stereotyped information, which is given in a 

restricted frame with the basic happenings of the events. The headlines for this style 

are generally short and simply informative ones. Mostly Hürriyet and also Yeni Şafak 

use this kind of headlines during Seydişehir events in order to give its short-news 

items, which cover the events telling the main happenings in a stereotyped way.  

 

Long news stories are generally portrayed with a main ‘sensational’ headline and a 

subordinate headline giving additional information, which is based on emotional 

assessments to make the readers curious about the main event. The influence of the 

primary news values such as ‘negativity’, ‘danger’, ‘violence’, ‘sexual abuse’ can be 

observed in the emphases of the headlines.116 Through such uses, it is aimed to attract 

the readers’ attention to the main event. 

 

When the headlines of four sample newspapers are considered, this can be said that 

Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel use ‘sensational’ headlines, while Hürriyet and 

Yeni Şafak present the event under more informative headlines in general.  

 

• “Not Privatization, but Plunder” (CUMHURİYET- 25/05/2005- 8th page) 

                                                
116 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 107-108 
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• “Prime Minister is at the Last Stake for Seydişehir” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 

25/05/2005- 8th page)  

• “Beating up not the Worker, but Democracy” (CUMHURİYET-25/05/2005- 

Front Page) 

•  “Road Blocking Demonstration from the Workers” (YENİ ŞAFAK, 

06/06/2005, 7th Page) 

•  “Seydişehir Worker Resisting” (CUMHURİYET- 06/06/2005- 12th Page) 

•  “Who is lying?” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 15/06/2005- 8th Page) 

•  “Seydişehir Resistance Continues” (CUMHURİYET- 01/08/2005- 12th Page) 

• “Event scared, foreign investment was ‘wasted’” (HÜRRİYET- 10/06/2005- 

13th Page) 

•  “We will not let the Motherland be sold” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL-

20/07/2005-Front Page) 

 

The examples of the sample newspapers also indicate that Cumhuriyet and Günlük 

Evrensel use ‘sensational’ headlines more frequently in the national level. These two 

newspapers usually apply emotional definitions in order to defend the workers’ side, 

as in the headlines above. On the other hand, as mentioned, Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak 

approach to the events in a different way: For example, Hürriyet, by using the 

headline, “Event scared, foreign investment was ‘wasted’”, emphasizes the economic 

repercussions of the happenings. Yeni Şafak, on the other hand, generally presents the 

events as the ‘negative reactions’ of the workers, as in the headline “Road Blocking 

Demonstration from the Workers”, which shows workers as the problem-creating and 

‘road-blocking’ side. 

 

The headlines of the news on May 24, 2005, the next day of the most sounded 

Seydişehir Demonstrations generally have a similar character in all these newspapers, 

as being an important ‘news-worthy’ phenomenon. Thus, the event, without 

reflecting the short-news style of Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak, is presented with the 

‘negativity’ and the ‘violence’ of the happenings, instead of the aim or the reasons of 

the demonstration. 

 

• “Beating up the Worker” (CUMHURİYET- 24/05/2005- Front) 
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• “AKP Attacks, Seydişehir Resists” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 24/05/2005- 

Front)  

• “Blood shed at the Privatization Opposition in Seydişehir” (HÜRRİYET- 

24/05/2005- 14th) 

•  “Privatization Tension in Seydişehir” (YENI ŞAFAK- 24/05/2005-Front) 

 

The news examples of the same day given above reflect small differences in their 

usage as all having sensational characters as well. Every newspaper approaches to the 

events in an emotional way to attract the reader. However, the differences come from 

the way of their definition of the happenings. For example, looking from the workers’ 

side, Cumhuriyet takes the issue as a ‘beating’, as similarly with Günlük Evrensel, 

which uses ‘attack’ to define the police intervention. On the other hand, Hürriyet and 

Yeni Şafak mostly underline the sensational side of the general events, and present 

the issue as a ‘bloody’ one or as a ‘tension’. 

 

This kind of headlines targeting to attract the attention of the readers are applied by 

all the newspapers in general.  When the local newspapers are considered, they use 

similar headlines for the situation on the same date of May 24, 2005. Moreover, their 

words are even much similar with the ones of the national newspapers.  

 

• “Seydişehir resisting” (MERHABA, 24/05/2005) 

• “Deadly Resistance” (YENI MERAM, 24/05/2005) 

• “Enormous Resistance in Seydişehir” (YENİ KONYA, 24/05/2005) 

• “Tension in Seydişehir” (ANADOLU MANŞET, 24/05/2005) 

• “Privatization Tension” (HAKİMİYET, 24/05/2005) 

• “Seydişehir as a Single Fist” (KONYA POSTASI, 24/05/2005) 

 

It could be interpreted that local newspapers also use ‘sensational’ headlines to define 

the events, but in a much more motivated and emotional perspective. Perhaps this 

emphasis mainly resulted from the closeness of the journalists to the events; even 

they became embedded in this ‘resistance’ with getting their pride by the success of 

their hometown.  
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• “Reaction not ending in Seydişehir” (MERHABA, 06/06/2005) 

•  “Seydişehir’s Voice Shook Ankara” (MERHABA, 11/06/2005)  

• “Seydişehir’s Voice Shook Ankara” (KONYA POSTASI, 13/06/2005)  

• “Protest with Garland” (MERHABA, 16/06/2005) 

• “Privatization under Trail” (YENİ MERAM, 16/06/2005) 

• “Unions’ Decision for Unity” (KONYA POSTASI, 02/07/2005) 

• “Support from Unions to Aluminum Workers” (MEMLEKET, 02/07/2005) 

• “Aluminum Inc. under Police Protection” (MEMLEKET, 02/08/2005) 

• “Tense Hours in Eti Aluminum” (YENİ KONYA, 31/07/2005) 

• “Car-Burning Demonstration” (YENİ KONYA, 31/07/2005) 

 

The examples above indicate the general way of presentation of the news by local 

newspapers, and so, there appears a common trend towards the sensational headlines. 

They can be criticized in the sense that instead of emphasizing the aim of these 

demonstrations and their reasons, they took the events into agenda with only their 

sensational headings as the national newspapers do in general.  

 

 Moreover, it is also significant to analyze the voice of sources used in the headlines. 

Even it appears in the quotation marks, if the voice of a source is used in the headline 

this creates an effect in the subconscious of the reader. When the headlines are 

observed in accordance with the owners of the quotations, the choice of the 

newspapers can imply ideological standpoints. 

 

• Prime Minister: “Erdoğan: Tell the Labor Guarantee in Seydişehir Accurately” 

(HÜRRİYET- 25/05/2005- 8th  Page) 

• Head of the Privatization Administration: “Seydişehir Demonstrations do not 

Reflect the Will of the Worker” (HÜRRİYET- 27/05/2005-  18th Page) 

• Ömer Mafa, General Coordinator of CE-KA Construction Company: “We will 

enlarge the capacity of Seydişehir by investing 110 million dollars” 

(HÜRRİYET- 03/08/2005 – 8th Page) 

• Prime Minister: “Erdoğan took upon CHP: Even the Communists Achieved the 

Privatization” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 25/05/2005- Front Page) 
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• Minister Cemil Çiçek: “Anyone will not be fired in Seydişehir” (YENİ 

ŞAFAK- 14/06/2005- 8th Page) 

• Prime Minister: “We will make the society relaxed” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 

23/06/2005 – 13th Page) 

• Reaction from Unions and Democratic Mass Organizations against Police 

Intervention to Workers: “Beating is not in accordance with Democracy” 

(CUMHURİYET- 25/05/2005- 8th  Page) 

• Atilla Kart, Deputy of the Republican People’s Party- RPP (CHP): “Not 

Privatization, But Plunder” (CUMHURİYET- 25/05/2005- 8th  Page) 

• Deniz Baykal, Head of the Republican People’s Party- RPP (CHP): “Erdoğan 

gets Radical” (CUMHURİYET- 08/06/2005-5th Page) 

• Commission of the Republican People’s Party- RPP (CHP): “Nothing achieved 

with this logic” (CUMHURİYET- 24/05/2005- 8th Page) 

• Protest by the Workers: “Privatize the Privatization Administration” 

(CUMHURİYET- 19/06/2005- 6th Page) 

• Mehmet Soğancı, Chief of the Turkish Union of the Engineers and 

Architechtures Chambers(TMMOB): “We can Stop the Privatization” 

(GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 27/05/2005- Front  Page) 

• İSKENDERUN İSDEMİR Workers: “We will not let the motherland be sold” 

(GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 19/06/2005 – 6th Page) 

 

These examples indicate the choices of the newspapers that Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak 

use quotations from the side of the power-holders, especially the Prime Minister, 

government authorities, and the privatization administration; while Cumhuriyet and 

Günlük Evrensel generally use quotations from non-governmental organizations, 

unions or the opposition parties in their headlines.  

 

On the other hand, the local newspapers can be said to be more interested in the 

events than many popular or high-circulated newspapers: they reflected the 

statements of the union leaders, and local people more than the others.  

 

• Muharrem Oğuz, Head of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş: “Everyone Should 

Learn a Lesson” (YENİ MERAM, 25/05/2005) 
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• Ali Kaya, Town Administrator of Democratic Leftist Party (DSP): “We did not 

pursue politics on the issue of Eti Aluminium Co.” (YENİ MERAM, 

25/05/2005) 

• Salih Kılıç, Head of Türk-İş Union: “This is Democracy?” (MERHABA, 

25/05/2005) 

• R.T. Erdoğan, The Prime Minister: “The rights of the Aluminum Worker are 

under Guarantee” (HAKİMİYET, 25/05/2005) 

• Muharrem Oğuz, Head of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union: “Gives No 

Guarantee” (MERHABA, 26/05/2005) 

• Teoman Rıza Güneri, The Deputy President of Felicity Party: “IMF Orders, 

Misters Obey” (ANADOLU MANŞET, 27/05/2005) 

• Hulusi Çınar, City Administrator of Motherland Party (ANAP): “Seydişehir 

should continue to function” (KONYA POSTASI, 27/05/2005) 

• Zülfikar Gazi, City Administrator of Felicity Party: “Aluminum can not be 

Sold” (MERHABA, 27/05/2005) 

• Fevzi Atalay, Retired Unionist: “I am strongly opposed to the Sale of the Profit 

Making Institutions” (KONYA POSTASI, 01/06/2005) 

• Slogan of the Worker’s Meeting: “Seydişehir is ours” (MERHABA, 

09/05/2005) 

• Salim Uslu, Head of HAK-İŞ Confederation: “There is Misinformation about 

Seydişehir” (HAKİMİYET, 16/06/2005) 

 

As observed in the examples, local newspapers are generally giving the statements of 

local authorities, union and party administrators or oppositional sides, while the 

statements of the power-holders rarely take place. Only the newspaper Hakimiyet 

presents the voice of the Prime Minister within the local newspapers on the date of 

May 25, 2005. Other newspapers usually choose the authorities of other political 

parties to quote. 
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3.3.1.c.The Introductions and the Leads 

The lead paragraphs and sentences generally aim to give the reader the main theme of 

the news stories and the summary of the main event.117 They are the parts to draw the 

framework of the news event and also to emphasize the ‘important’ points within the 

happenings. In order to detail the subjects emphasized in the main headlines, at the 

parts of leads and news introductions, there appears an ideological construction by 

the way of giving the definite aspects of the phenomena instead of presenting the 

aims of demonstration.118 Both the national and local leads reflect this in their news 

presentations. 

 

• “Workers Locked Themselves” (HÜRRİYET- 24/05/2005- 14th Page) 

•  “Workers Locked Themselves in the Factory” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 24/05/2005-8th  

Page) 

• “Security Precautions increased” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 01/08/2005 – 8th Page) 

• “Public could not buy, but CE-KA did” (HÜRRİYET- 24/07/2005- 15th Page) 

 

When the examples above are considered, Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak usually give the 

simple parts or the informative process of the events, when they mention the 

demonstrations. On the other hand, these newspapers also present the issue as a 

positive economic development by ignoring the labor demonstrations and taking side 

of the privatization supporters, as used in the lead of Hürriyet on July 25, 2005,  

“Public could not buy, but CE-KA did”. 

 

On the other hand, taking the side of the labor, Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel 

apply more emotional presentations.  

 

• “53 People Injured”, “Whole Town at the Demonstration” (CUMHURİYET- 

24/05/2005-Front Page) 

• “They walked to AKP” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 24/05/2005-8th  Page) 
                                                
117 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 109 
 
118 PALACI, H. (1998). Yazılı Basında Memur Eylemleri: Egemen Söylemin Yeniden İnşası Üzerine Bir 
Örnek Olay Çalışması. Master’s Thesis. Ankara: AÜSBE:116 
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• “TÜPRAŞ, SEYDİŞEHİR and TELEKOM Workers were in Demonstrations 

against Privatization” (CUMHURİYET- 09/06/2005- 13th Page) 

 

As indicated in the examples, these two newspapers generally try to underline the 

capacity and successive expansion of the events, which has significant repercussions. 

However, these newspapers also does not reflect the main aim of the demonstrations 

in their leads and introductions, instead, they mention the sensational side of the 

issue. In the same manner, the local newspapers used emotional and sensational leads 

and introductions: 

 

• “They laid next to the Panzers” (MERHABA- 24/05/2005 – Front Page) 

• “Families also participated”(YENİ MERAM- 24/05/2005- Front Page) 

• “Handcuff to the President” (YENİ MERAM-06/06/2005-Front Page) 

• “Affray occurred” (YENİ MERAM-06/06/2005- 17th Page) 

• “A Strategic Plant”, “Future of our Children” (MERHABA – 09/06/2005- 

Front Page) 

•  “Protest with Black Garland” (HAKİMİYET- 16/06/2005- Front Page) 

• “Legal Due is over”, “Provisions contrary to Law” (YENİ MERAM- 

16/06/2005) 

 

As the examples of the local newspapers tell us, they present the event in a highly 

sensational way. For example, Merhaba used the lead “They laid next to the Panzers” 

in order to show the event as a tragedy. Moreover, some newspapers like Merhaba, 

try to mention the background information, as telling the ‘strategic’ feature of the 

events.  

 

In another aspect, the leads are also used as the subtitles to underline the quotations 

of different sources within the news text. These subtitles show the different voices 

and attract attention to these declarations: 

 

• Republican People’s Party, Support to Worker: “Main Pillars are being Sold” 

(CUMHURİYET- 24/05/2005-Front) 
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• M. Oğuz, Chief of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union: “We do not allow: “The 

Opposition Approaches Ideologically” (CUMHURİYET-25/05/2005- 8th   ) 

• M. Oğuz, Chief of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union: “We will Continue to 

Resist” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 24/05/2005- 8th Page) 

• Executive Board of Turkish Chamber of Metallurgy Engineers: “Responsible is the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Prime Minister” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 

24/05/2005- 8th Page) 

• The Prime Minister: “Privatization is Inevitable” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 

25/05/2005- 8th Page) 

• Workers in Seydişehir: “We are not Marginal, We defend our Country” (GÜNLÜK 

EVRENSEL- 26/05/2005- 8th Page) 

• Kemal Unakıtan, Minister in Charge of Economy: “State will withdraw from the 

Economy, friend!” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 28/07/2005 – 6th Page) 

• The Prime Minister, R.T. Erdoğan: “The ones achieving this job in private sector 

are not our people?” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 19/06/2005- 6th Page) 

• The Prime Minister, R.T. Erdoğan: “Even the Communists Achieved the 

Privatization” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 25/05/2005- Front Page)  

 

As can be observed in the examples, every newspaper uses different sources to quote. 

In the news of Yeni Şafak newspaper, there appear the declarations of the Prime 

Minister as the introduction parts or the spots, and thus oppositional voice is being 

almost ignored. And also, the newspaper does hardly apply to leads (spots) or the 

introduction parts; and uses short news for the Seydişehir Demonstrations. The 

statements of Prime Minister are generally in the headlines and within the whole 

news text. Moreover, Günlük Evrensel give the quotation of the Prime Minister in the 

lead “Privatization is Inevitable” in order to criticize him within the texts. 

Cumhuriyet usually applies to the quotations from the opposition side, while Hürriyet 

does not generally use the declarations of any sides as the introductions and leads.   

 

Among the local newspapers, only Hakimiyet gives the statements of the ruling party, 

the others quote from the unionists, local politicians and the other oppositional sides: 
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• Salim Uslu, Head of HAK-İŞ Confederation: “State does not use force against 

its Citizens” (MERHABA- 11/06/2005 – Front and 2nd Page) 

• Muharrem Oğuz, Head of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union: “We won’t let 

our labor be sold” (MERHABA- 11/06/2005 – 2nd Page) 

• Feridun Tankut, Head Çelik-İş Union: “It turns out to be a Massive 

Demonstration” (YENİ MERAM- 11/06/2005- Front Page) 

• R.T. Erdoğan, the Prime Minister: “There is no opportunity for modernization” 

(HAKİMİYET- 25/05/2005-3rd Page) 

• Teoman Rıza Güneri, The Deputy President of Felicity Party: “We should be 

stubborn”, “Everything can not be sold” (YENİ MERAM- 27/05/2005- Front 

Page) 

 

As a result, the sub-structures of the main news text -the spots and introductions- 

carry an ideological role in their presentation. If the press emphasizes only one side 

of the parties, the objectivity and impartiality of the media should be critically 

questioned.  

 

3.3.1.d.The Schematic Structure of the News 

Van Dijk’s hypothetical news scheme draws categorical information for the news 

items. For example, the summary of the main events are mainly underlined by the 

headlines and opened by the leads and introduction parts. As the main body of the 

news, the news text is composed of the historical background, main happenings, the 

contextual information on the circumstances and previous events. The historical 

background of the news should present the roots, the underlining logic, and the 

origins of the main event. According to the scheme, most event items end with the 

direct and indirect quotations of the verbal reactions of the concerned parties and the 

propositions reflecting the expectations and evaluations for the future.119 

 

 As a general feature in newspapers about Seydişehir Demonstrations, the 

background information supplied in the previous parts of this study did not given in 

                                                
119 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 111 
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any news in its whole aspects. Only Günlük Evrensel and partly Cumhuriyet present 

some background information in their long news texts, however, the result is not 

satisfactory to grasp the origins and the logic lying under the phenomena. Especially, 

as a left-sided newspaper, Günlük Evrensel presents rich contextual information to 

the reader but the main historical events and the origins could not be caught in a full 

meaning. The current government was usually accused in the newspaper; however, 

the process leans far before the period of the ruling party. On the other hand, Günlük 

Evrensel together with Cumhuriyet gave a large scope of sources from different parts 

of the society in order to compose contextual information.  

 

Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak usually present a short news structure for the news of 

Seydişehir Demonstrations. The short news stories are composed of the main event 

and limited propositions on the participants and the setting. The news also covers few 

propositions on the consequences. Through this type of presentation, the reporters 

directly build a ‘stereotype’ of the event as news.120 

 

When the local newspapers are considered, there can be seen some long news items, 

but the content of these texts is generally similar. They also stereotyped the events, 

and also local newspapers gives more details in their rhetoric. However, there seems 

no sufficient information about the historical background. The newspapers are 

usually giving previous events, but these are usually the sensational ones.   

 

 

3.3.2.General Evaluation of Macro-Structural Level Analysis 

The discourse analysis conducted on the macro-structural level in previous parts 

indicated important features in general. As the visual elements of the news discourse, 

the photographs are used to add something to what is told within the text and also, 

even to go beyond the written. On the other hand, the headlines and other 

subordinated headlines indicate the main body of the information presented, as well 

as the main emphasis within the news story. Lastly, the schematic structure of the 

                                                
120 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 112 
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news draws the frame of the things included and ignored within the news body in 

general. 

 

On the base of the macro-structural analysis of news discourse mentioned above, the 

general evaluations will be given in this part of the study. Firstly, the pictures in the 

newspapers are generally used to add an emotional emphasize to the events in 

Seydişehir Demonstrations, which also supports the sensational understanding of the 

news reporting. The violence, the chaos and the suffering sides are the main attention 

of all the newspapers analyzed. When the following days of the most ‘striking’ 

demonstration is considered, in which many people were injured from both sides, all 

the newspapers bring the affray to its pages, mostly by the help of the ‘attracting’ 

photograph scenes. Even Hürriyet, as a mass newspaper of a multi-sectoral holding, 

give up its attention on the economic side of the events, and pictured the affray and 

the workers’ demonstration in this newsworthy event.  

 

Moreover, main indicators of the general meaning, headlines and its subordinate 

opponents, are in the same line. Especially the headlines are presented in a very 

sensational way to attract the attention of the reader. This feature is more visible in all 

the local newspapers, which cover the issue as their own story in a more emotional 

way. Among the national newspapers, mostly Günlük Evrensel and Cumhuriyet give 

their long news texts under more sensational headlines, whereas other two 

newspapers do not pay attention to make their Seydişehir news attractive to the 

reader. Besides, the choice of the newspapers on the authorities to quote in the 

headlines is important to see which side is to be emphasized in the news. 

 

Lastly, the schematic structures of the news items differentiate with each other in the 

newspapers. Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak usually choose short-news items giving the 

basic happenings of the events. Other two national newspapers, Cumhuriyet and 

Günlük Evrensel present also contextual information by looking from different sides 

of the issue. Local newspapers are in between these two groups of examples. They 

present more than short-news style, but the contextual information is not sufficiently 

given about the demonstrations. This kind of schematic choices of the newspapers is 

significant to understand the importance attributed to the events. Short-news items 

are generally telling the basic points in a limited way, by ignoring the contextual 
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information, background and the historical roots of the news story. This is an 

ideological choice to make the news stereotyped in order not to supply the reader 

with the information which enables them to think further on the issue.  

 

If all the parts are taken together, there appears a macro-structural dimension, which 

tells how the newspapers hold them together in their own perspectives of news 

reporting. Some newspapers choose the short-news format with more informative 

headlines and leads illustrated by limited photographs. This can be a choice in order 

not to take the attention of the reader to the phenomenon and also not to think over 

furtherly. On the other hand, the newspapers applying more than this restricted 

format are not sufficient to give the historical perspective or the contextual 

information in a full meaning. However, the historical aspect of the issue is almost 

ignored by all the newspapers analyzed. This is resulted from a deep understanding 

within the news making process which becomes a ‘professional’ task to show only 

the ‘newsworthy’ side of the events.      

 

3.3.3. Micro-Structural Level Analysis 

In this part of the study, the substructures of the main meaning within the news texts 

will be covered intensively. The words and their structuring are important 

dynameters as well as the meanings attributed to them and to their connective usages. 

These analyses are covered in a more comprehensive way in the part of the rhetoric 

of the news. This micro-structural level analysis is to grasp the ideological 

indications which are not stated explicitly in the parts of the news bodies presented 

beyond the sentence structures. Therefore, in this part of the study, the syntax, local 

coherence, lexical choices and the rhetoric of the news items will be analyzed. 

 

3.3.3.a.The News Syntax 

News syntax indicates the structuring of the words within the sentences. When the 

news discourses are considered, the complexity and the usage of the grammatical 

bodies become significant. The complexity of the sentences influences the cognitive 

capacity of the reader, which is a very crucial point affecting the level of the 

information transmitted to the receivers. Moreover, the active-passive usages of the 
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words are also crucial to define the responsible for the action of the sentence, or to 

hide them. Therefore, the syntax of the news items in the newspapers will be covered 

in order to analyze these sides of the news discourse as an ideological message.   

 

When the grammatical structures of the news texts are analyzed, it is seen that the 

sentences usually cover more than one proposition. Each long sentence often covers 

more than one theme and various specifications on the actors and events.121 Thus, the 

more complex the syntax, the more the cognition of the sentences becomes a burden 

for the readers. This complex structure is usually applied to the news sentences as can 

be seen in the following examples. 

 

• “(I) During the affray appeared between the police and the workers (II) who 

began Demonstration by (III) the coming of the representatives of the 3 of 33 

firms (IV) which were to expertise the Aluminum Plants (V) included in the 

privatization process, (VI) 6 women felt faint and (VII) one policeman was 

injured.” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 24/05/2005) 

 

• “Metin Kilci, (I) by declaring that he had been pleased by the privatization 

strategy (II) achieved during the meetings (III) made with the workers in 

Seydişehir Eti Aluminum Inc, (IV) claimed that (V) the reactions against the 

privatization ‘does not reflect the will of the workers’” (HÜRRİYET- 

27/05/2005) 

 

• “The unions (I) linked to Türk-İş, KESK and Hak-İş, (II) which were coming 

together by (III) saying (IV) “TÜPRAŞ, TEKEL, Seydişehir, Telekom, 

Erdemir are motherlands, (V) they can not be sold”, (VI) said that (VII) “There 

is only one differentiation: the country-lovers versus the ones (VIII) selling the 

country”. (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 09/06/2005) 

 

• “(I) Speaking in the meeting including the slogans, (II) “Seydişehir workers are 

not alone”, (III) “Thanks to class collaboration”, (IV) “We do not wasting our 

                                                
121 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 121 
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times, (V) we defend our motherland”, the Chief of the Istanbul’s Number 1 

Branch of Haber-İş, Levent Dokuyucu (VI) stated that (VII) the efforts of 

Telekom workers and the ones of Seydişehir workers are all mutual.” 

(GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 10/08/2005) 

 

•  “Atilla Kart, (I) by underlining that the report (II) given by the Minister of 

Economy, Kemal Unakıtan to the World Bank (III)  includes the statements of 

the exclusion of 500 workers from Seydişehir Aluminium Plants, (IV) declared 

(V) “The buyer company, the Prime Minister Erdoğan and Minister of 

Economy Unakıtan are all lying”.” (CUMHURİYET- 18/07/2005) 

 

•  “Prime Minister Erdoğan, (I) declaring that the ones (II) who were against the 

foundation of Erdemir yesterday (III) are today against the sale of these plants, 

(IV) said that (V) ‘Private sector makes these tasks, (VI) why should we effort 

for this. (VII) Opposition knows nothing about calculations.” (YENİ ŞAFAK- 

19/06/2005) 

 

The examples above show the complex structuring of the sentences; for example in 

the first one which can be given as the most complicated, all the happenings are tried 

to be presented in a single sentence; (I) there appeared an affray between the police 

and the workers, (II) it is started when the representatives came, (III) there were 3 

representatives to expertise the plants, (IV) there were totally 33 firms, (V) these 

firms were included in the privatization process, (VI) during the affray 6 women felt 

faint and (VII) one policeman was injured. The other examples are similar to the ones 

analyzed above with their multiple messages given in a single sentence. Every 

numbers indicates a different happening within the example sentences of different 

newspapers. 

 

As can be seen above, there are many happenings tried to be compressed within the 

same sentence, and this makes an information bombardment to the readers reading 

only a sentence within the news text. And also, this affects the cognition of the reader 

and ends with the loss of concentration in the middle of the sentence.  This type of a 

presentation can be observed in all the national newspapers.  
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Moreover, as already mentioned before, the active and the passive usages of the 

actions are also crucial for the presentation of the responsible in the phenomena. 

These active and passive voices that are the presentations of the actors in passive or 

active agents have direct ideological implications:122”The ‘responsibility’ is taken 

away from the actors with passive usages. The one who ‘prosecutes’, ‘sentences’, 

‘arrests’ becomes an anonymous authority, who is accepted by all. Following 

examples indicate this kind of usages in the national newspapers: 

 

• “In Eti Aluminum Plants, which is now to (I) be sold, a barricade (II) has been 

founded with thousands of policemen and gendarme against the public. 

Seydişehir people, who learned that the representatives of the firms came to see 

the plants, (III) walked towards the factory by (IV) running over the 

barricades.”(GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL, 24/05/2005- Front Page) 

 

• “The workers (V) protesting the privatization decision of Aluminum Inc. in 

Seydişehir town of Konya, (VI) blocked the traffic of the Seydişehir-Antalya 

high way nearly during half an hour. A short period affray (VII) was lived with 

the ignorance of the announcement of the jandarme teams for finishing the 

demonstration.”(YENİ ŞAFAK- 06/06/205)  

 

As can be observed in the news texts above, there are some usages in passive, and 

some in active voice. The parts underlined and signed with the numbers have 

important repercussions for our analysis. For example, in the first sign (I), the 

responsible for the ‘sale’ of the plants is ignored with a passive voice. Moreover, as 

the sign (II) shows, the barricade was in fact the group of police officers and 

gendarme in the event, however, the passive voice is used to tell this instead of 

saying that ‘policemen and gendarme founded a barricade’ and tried to prevent the 

public to move forward. On the other hand, in the next sentence, the actions of the 

demonstrators are given in active voice as in the signs (III) and (IV). Even a 

newspaper like Günlük Evrensel, a left-sided and labor-friendly one, uses this kind of 

active-passive voice as articulating the main stream ideology to the news text. 

                                                
122 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 121-122 
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Moreover, in the second example taken from Yeni Şafak, the signs of (V) and (VI) 

indicate the active role of the workers in their problem-causing actions like 

‘protesting’ an event and ‘blocking’ the traffic. On the other hand, the ‘affray’ made 

by all police and workers is presented in a passive voice.  

 

There are also active voices for the police forces in the sentences of the news texts in 

this event of Seydişehir Demonstrations. Because, two sides of the event, 

demonstrators and the police forces are affected from the events; both are involved. 

The happenings are told in a line of causality on the choices of active and passive 

voices within the sentences to create a line of ideological implications. 

 

When the local newspapers are considered, the sentences are generally short and easy 

to understand. The news texts were given in very simple structures. Moreover, the 

active and passive usages of the sides were generally presented in a balanced manner. 

The story of the events was given in short and simple sentences, and thus, usually in 

an active voice for both sides: “police intervened”, “workers resisted” etc.  

 

3.3.3.b.The Local Coherence in News 

In the news stories, conditional relations that point out direct or indirect causalities 

are widely used. In such cases, the conditional links between the propositions are 

built with the help of the conjunctions that show a strong causal relation to build the 

local coherence.123 This causality can be held within a single sentence with the help 

of the cause-effect linkages as well as with the following sentences giving the causes 

of the next one.124 These causal connections are in a large extent applied in order to 

reinforce the ongoing ideology, or the conventional conservative values and beliefs. 

Also, the presence of the previous events makes the understanding of the happenings 

                                                
123 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 123 
 
124 PALACI, H. (1998). Yazılı Basında Memur Eylemleri: Egemen Söylemin Yeniden İnşası Üzerine Bir 
Örnek Olay Çalışması. Master’s Thesis. Ankara: AÜSBE: 54 
 



 

103

 

easier; however, the lack of the background information gives way to the 

stereotypication of the news. 125 

 

For example, in all the newspapers of the sample group, the cause of the 

demonstration is given as the ‘coming of the representatives of the 3 applicant 

companies’. However, the main reason lying under the events is the displeasure of 

the people from the privatization of the factory in which they earn their lives. The 

news story became stereotyped news with its simple line of causality.  This typical 

line of causality can also be observed in local newspapers in general, and thus the 

newspapers present the events as simple and single happenings appearing within 

simple causalities.  

 

3.3.3.c.The Lexical Choices 

The word and phrase choices, in other words, lexical choices in news-production are 

closely related to the meaning-building microstructures of the news discourse. Thus, 

the lexical choices of the newsmakers are strongly related to the ideological 

implementation. For example, certain words consistently applied in the news texts 

turns out as a habit of the professional common practices, which imply the reader the 

framework of the events.   

 

The lexical choices are mostly defines the ‘guilty’ and the ‘victim’ in the events. Not 

only in direct references but also in the selection of the adjectives and the adverbs, 

the reporters reflect their own beliefs and values.126 It can be most easily observed 

from the headlines of the newspapers just after the event in Seydişehir:  

 

• “Beating up the Worker” (CUMHURİYET- 24/05/2005- Front) 

• “AKP Attacks, Seydişehir Resists” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL- 24/05/2005- 

Front)  

                                                
125 KESKİ, Z. E. Türkiye’de Haber İncelemelerinde Van Dijk Yöntemi. ed. by DURSUN, Ç. (2004). 
Haber, Hakikat ve İktidar İlişkisi (Türkiye’de İşçi Sınıfı Kimliğinin Medyada Temsili: 1970-1997). 
Ankara: Kesit: 392 
  
126 İNAL, A. (1992). An Analysis of Turkish Daily Press: Event Selection, Text Construction and News 
Production. Doctorate Thesis, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ankara: METU: 124-125 
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• “Blood shed at the Privatization Opposition in Seydişehir” (HÜRRİYET- 

24/05/2005- 14th) 

•  “Privatization Tension in Seydişehir” (YENI ŞAFAK- 24/05/2005-Front) 

 

According to these examples, Cumhuriyet defines the event as a ‘beating’, which 

implies a situation contrary mainly to the human rights. The left-sided Günlük 

Evrensel takes the issue as an ‘attack’ of the ruling party, and ‘resistance’ of the local 

people. On the other hand, the popular newspaper Hürriyet presents the event as a 

‘privatization opposition’, and the Islamist newspaper, Yeni Şafak defines it as a 

‘tension’, both of which frames a negative picture appearing from the opposition of 

the demonstrators. Moreover, the examples of the other following days are also very 

similar in their meanings: 

 

• “Seydişehir Demonstration not Reflecting the Will of the Workers” 

(HÜRRİYET, 27/05/2005- 14th Page)  

• “Seydişehir Workers Resisting” (CUMHURİYET, 06/06/2005 -12th Page) 

• “Not Privatization, But Plunder” (CUMHURİYET, 18/07/2005-Front Page) 

• “Tension in Seydişehir stopped for now” (YENI ŞAFAK- 01/08/2005-8th Page) 

• “Seydişehir is under Blockade” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL, 02/08/2005-8th Page) 

• “4C Trap in Seydişehir” (GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL, 05/08/2005-8th Page) 

 

As can be observed in the first example, Hürriyet, as a newspaper of a holding 

getting high profits from privatization tenders, tries to clarify the privatization 

process as well as ignoring the aims of the demonstrations in its news presenting the 

issue as ‘not reflecting the will of the workers’. Other examples are also indicates the 

continuity of the views of each newspaper: Cumhuriyet, as stated above, takes the 

events as a ‘resistance-attack’ matter as well as defining the privatization as a 

‘plunder’. Yeni Şafak reflects the issue as a temporary ‘tension’ again, and underlines 

that it is ‘stopped’. Günlük Evrensel, on the other hand, presents the government 

intervention as a ‘blockade’ and the legal solution for the workers as a ‘trap’. All 

these examples show that every newspaper applies different lexical choices in their 

news in order to present the reality with ‘their own’ facts. 
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When the local newspapers are taken into consideration, the word choices are very 

similar to the national ones. Even some titles are exactly the same with the ones in 

national newspapers. 

 

• “Seydişehir Resisting” (MERHABA, 24/05/2005-Front Page) 

• “Enormous Resistance in Seydişehir” (YENİ KONYA, 24/05/2005- Front 

Page) 

• “Tension in Seydişehir” (ANADOLU MANŞET, 24/05/2005- Front Page) 

• “Privatization Tension” (HAKİMİYET, 24/05/2005- Front Page) 

• “Seydişehir is a Single Fist” (KONYA POSTASI, 24/05/2005- Front Page) 

• “IMF Orders, Misters Obey” (ANADOLU MANŞET; 27/05/2005-3rd Page) 

• “Reaction does not Stop in Seydişehir” (MERHABA, 06/06/2005- Front Page) 

 

The examples of the local newspapers are almost the same in their lexical choices; 

however, it can be also interpreted that they are embedded with the local people 

during the process. They usually emphasize the success of the striking protests of the 

workers, as in the usages of ‘enormous resistance’, or in the presentation of the 

workers as ‘a single fist’. Moreover, they reflect the views of the local authorities of 

the opposition parties in Seydişehir, and thus, highly criticizes the central government 

in their news items, like the one saying “IMF Orders, Misters Obey”. 

 

3.3.3.d.The Rhetoric of News 

It is already underlined in previous parts that news has persuasive narratives in its 

discourse and also the news-makers try and manage to produce convincing news 

through certain rhetorical devices. Every media agent has its own standing, and thus 

the news produced by them should invite the reader to their path. For example, in the 

news about Seydişehir Demonstrations, a general tendency within the newspapers 

was the emphasis on the aspect of the ‘violence’ in the events. There appeared certain 

numbers of injured civil and armed people, and the main theme is the chaotic 

structure of the happenings. Therefore, newspapers approached to the issue with its 

‘news-value’, its striking and sensational aspects.  
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On the other hand, the quotations within the news texts are important repercussions 

in their origin. ‘Which parts chosen to quote’ and ‘in what sequence these are given’ 

are highly manipulative points within the general news discourse. Two different news 

items in Günlük Evrensel and Yeni Şafak newspapers present the same statement of 

the Prime Minister, but the composition of the news texts crucially affects the 

message.  The news in Günlük Evrensel on May 25, 2005 with the headline, “The 

Prime Minister is at the Last Stake” tells about the statement of the Prime Minister 

about the labor guarantee in Seydişehir Privatization to inform the workers not to get 

anxious about the issue under the spot of “He had said the same things in SEKA 

Privatization”. The spot firstly implies that ‘the Prime Minister gives this kind of 

oaths, but he breaks them later on, because he did the same in an earlier 

privatization.’ This spot makes the declaration of the Prime Minister highly 

questionable, and also this critical stand-point is illustrated and supported by the 

quotations from the unions in the following parts. On the other hand, when the same 

statement in Yeni Şafak is considered, which is a very close newspaper to the 

perception of the ruling party, there appears no quotations from any sources 

(dissident or not) other than the Prime Minister. The news dated May 25, 2005, is 

given under the headline of “Erdoğan took upon CHP” in Yeni Şafak and appears as a 

message, giving an item of good news to the workers in order to calm them down. 

Therefore, the same statement can be composed in the news discourse in many 

different ways reflecting the stand-point of the news-making agent.  

 

The same situation can be observed on the level of local media. For example, there 

appeared two news items in the same day and on the same event in the newspapers 

Merhaba and Hakimiyet, while the styles were very different from each other. The 

Prime Minister stated about the Seydişehir Privatization, and the Chief of Türk-İş 

Confederation made comments on his statement. Merhaba presented the event under 

the title “Is this Democracy?” by quoting from the leader of the confederation. On the 

other hand, Hakimiyet mostly quoted from the Prime Minister and only dedicated a 

small part for the comments of the leader of union confederation. Moreover, the news 

was given under a title quoted from the statements of the Prime Minister, “The Rights 

of the Aluminum Workers are under Guarantee”. As can be observed in the examples 

of both national and local newspapers, rhetoric of the news indicates much for the 

ideological presentations of the newspapers.   
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3.3.4.General Evaluation of Micro-Structural Level Analysis 

In the discourse analysis conducted on the micro-structural level, the news items of 

the newspapers are analyzed beyond their sentence structures. As already mentioned 

before, the grammatical structures are analyzed in the part of the news syntax, the 

causalities within the news texts are discussed in the part of the local coherence, the 

word and phrase choices are covered in the part of lexical choices, and finally the 

general presentation of the ‘reality’ is questioned in the part of the rhetoric of the 

news.   

 

The micro-structural level discourse analysis says that the news texts have deeper 

meanings in their structuring, hidden in the intensive parts of the news discourse. For 

example, complex sentences within the news affect the cognitive capacity of the 

readers, and prevent them to understand the phenomenon. Moreover, if the 

newspaper usually uses complex and complicated sentences, this affects the 

characteristics of its readers: the people who are intellectual enough to understand 

can read the newspaper, and others become elevated. In the newspapers, Cumhuriyet 

and Günlük Evrensel usually use this kind of structures, whereas Yeni Şafak, Hürriyet 

and the local newspapers apply less. This originates generally from the choice of the 

newspaper to reach the masses, or to be understood by only the targeted masses. On 

the other hand, the passive and active voices are used generally for the sake of the 

power holders. As given in an example of Günlük Evrensel, a socialist-standing 

newspaper can use this kind of presentations, which hides the responsibility of the 

power-holders. The reason for this general presentation in the newspapers comes 

from basically the general norms learned within the society, of which the news 

makers are also the parts. 

 

Another important point within the micro-structural level is the local coherence in the 

news, which means more than the parts connected together within the news body. 

When the causalities in a news text are taken into consideration, the way how the 

happenings are connected gain significance in the sense that cause-effect relations are 

re-created in the news making process. The events are shown only in their existence 

period without their historical developments. This kind of usage is generally learned 
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within the ‘professional’ life of the journalists in order to make ‘stereotyped’ news, 

which is a style accepted by their media organization. Readers are presented simple 

causalities within the newspapers, and thus they can only make simple judgments on 

the happenings, or forgot the main roots of the process.  

 

Lexical choices are also important parts of the micro-structural level, and they are the 

reflections of the ideological conceptualization ways of the each newspaper. When 

the assertion of the pluralists is considered, which says that the news is impartial, 

objective and unbiased as being the representation of the reality, the lexical choices 

appear as to be ignored according to this view. In our analysis about the lexical 

choices of the news items, there appeared many ways to present the ‘reality’: For 

example a newspaper takes the reality as a resistance, while the other takes it as a 

tension. The problematic side of the pluralist approach comes into daylight on this 

point, by the word or phrase choices of the newsmakers, the conceptualization of the 

newspaper becomes more important then what is really happened within the news 

context. 

 

As the last part of the micro-structural level analysis, the rhetoric of the news can be 

taken as a more comprehensive area, which reflects the total view of the news maker. 

Therefore, different stands of the newspapers become more observable in the rhetoric 

analysis. As mentioned above, the same reality can be reported from very different 

ways in accordance with the viewpoint of the newspaper. On the other hand, as a 

general tendency in the professional media, the sensational events become similar 

among the newspapers as a result of the common news-values. When a chaos or 

violence happens, the newspapers usually target its sensational side even if it can be a 

contrary situation to its own stand. For example, while Hürriyet, as a newspaper of a 

holding gaining much in privatization tenders, could not totally ignore the labor event 

in Seydişehir that criticizes the policy of privatization; because, as being a big and 

chaotic affray between the police and the local people, the demonstrations become 

newsworthy for all newspapers.  
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3.3.5. General Evaluation of the Discourse Analysis

After looking at the news discourse under different parts of the micro and macro 

structural levels, the whole picture is tried to be grasped in this part of the study. The 

analyses on the macro-structural parts of the news items show how the photographs, 

headlines, leads, introductions, and schematic structures of the news are presented 

according to different ideological standpoints. On the other hand, micro-level 

analyses also enable similar ideological presentations to become observable within 

the titles of the news syntax, local coherence, lexical choices and the rhetoric.  

 

According to all these analyses, the newspapers present the events in accordance with 

their own perspectives, and thus the representation of the labor events show 

difference on this aspect. Newspapers like Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel together 

with the local ones have much more support in their representation of labor 

movements, while Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak have contrary standpoints with the will of 

the workers. Hürriyet, as a holding newspaper having a liberal standpoint, does not 

smoothly represent the workers in their fight with one of the most important liberal 

policies, privatization. Yeni Şafak also stands on the side of the ruling party, mostly 

because of its organic relations. Therefore, Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak try to almost 

ignore the socio-political side of the labor movements, mainly by the means of their 

short-news style. On the other hand, local newspapers, Cumhuriyet and Günlük 

Evrensel try to present the news about this labor movement in rich texts.   

 

However, there appear some constraints in the discourse of all newspapers as a 

general tendency, when the news discourse is considered in its whole aspects. The 

main problematic areas are the lack of the contextual and historical information; 

simplification of the causalities between the happenings; and the grammatical and 

lexical choices originating from the daily norms and values.   

 

Firstly, the contextual and historical information is generally ignored in the news 

items analyzed. Only in some extent, Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel try to give 

some contextual information with a restricted historical dimension. Other newspapers 

almost ignore this kind of information within their news. This common attitude of the 

news-maker originates from the ‘stereotyped’ character of the news which is highly 
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defined with the ‘news values’ under the ‘professional’ life of the ‘commercialized’ 

media organizations. In other words, professional criteria draw the frame of the news 

discourse, which is usually learned within the daily practices of the journalists. The 

contextual and historical information is taken as a ‘burden’ for the fast consumption 

of the news items within the commercial media, and thus, it is ignored in the 

practices of the reporters, even they are supporting the working class or not. 

 

The main reason for the other problematic area, simplification of the causalities is the 

same. The ‘stereotyped’ character of the news items does not let the reporter move 

beyond the definition of the main happenings within the events. Therefore, the 

related events seem as the different parts of the news subjects on their own. The 

events become generally separated from their actual causality and defined on the base 

of their consequences within the general press.  

 

Moreover, the grammatical and lexical choices are usually gained by the norms and 

values within the daily life. The choices of the news-makers are mostly constructed 

under the influence of the ideological value systems of the daily practices. For 

example, it is a common practice in the media that the active-passive voices are 

usually used to support the power-holding side, in order to indicate the responsible 

for the actions, or not. Even in a newspaper like Günlük Evrensel, which is on the 

side of the workers, this kind of passive voices can be used for the power holders in 

order to ignore their responsibility in the events.  (Example in the part of the news 

syntax as the news item of Günlük Evrensel on 24/05/2005, front page)  

 

 The constraints mentioned can be seen mainly as the results of the 

commercialization of the media together with the pressures coming from ownership 

structures of them.  Under the economic pressures of the neo-liberal system, the 

newspapers like the other media organizations become commercialized, while the 

news makers gained the main values and norms of ‘Neoliberalism’ within their daily 

practices. Therefore, all the newspapers, even the most critical ones, can not prevent 

themselves to be involved in this system of the ideological structuring. The labor 

movements, a phenomenon contrary to this ideological system in its substance, 

become much more problematic within the area of the media representation.  
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3.4. EVALUATION OF CONTENT AND DISCOURSE ANALYSES 

In the third chapter of this study, the news items in sample newspapers are tried to be 

analyzed in respect to two different analytical methods. Firstly, content analyses 

called for mainly the statistical data on the news items together with the evaluations 

of this data, and then, secondly, discourse analyses helped to show the structures of 

the meaning within the texts together with repercussions in economic, political and 

social reality. These two analytical methods, when come together, indicate much 

more things about the problematic issue of the media representation of the working 

class.  

 

First of all, the analyses on the sample group of four national newspapers show that 

the media representation is exactly related to the economic strategies and to the 

ownership structures of the media organizations, which are also linked to the political 

dynamics. The newspapers, which are not in comfort with the ideology of the 

working class, like Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak give the news less in quantity and also in 

quality: Content analyses prove the numbers in quantity, and discourse analyses also 

show how they reflect the events in a limited way.   

 

Moreover, Cumhuriyet, and Günlük Evrensel present another side of the reality. They 

are the newspapers, which are more expected to represent the will of the workers, but 

the analyses on these newspapers indicate the present ongoing situation within the 

media and point out the effects of the commercialized nature of the media as the 

‘professional’ journalism.  Günlük Evrensel, as being the newspaper which proves 

the highest statistical data in content analyses, is only relatively better than the other 

newspapers in discourse analyses, but not enough to cover the whole phenomenon 

within a full historical and contextual information. Cumhuriyet is following Günlük 

Evrensel as the second one at the top of the statistical data, and the same problematic 

areas are seen in the discourse analyses of its news. The restriction in the 

representation of both these two newspapers is originated from the pre-defined codes 

given within the commercial media environment. Even the news producers are on the 
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side of the working class, they should present the events under the influences of 

liberal ideological codes, known as the codes of the professional journalism.   

 

The local newspapers, taken as the comparison group, are very far from their 

expected results in the evaluations of the media representation of their local workers. 

Their news items are very limited in number, and also very insufficient to present the 

events. Their news discourses are also generally influenced by the professional 

journalism codes, their news items are only concentrating on the events having 

‘news-values’, the news texts are given in a stereotyped style etc. As stated above, 

this problem reaches from the top national media through the local media 

organizations as a result of the general ongoing media environment. Moreover, 

organic relations within the local media have also a crucial role in the background 

information of the discourse analyses. When the local media representation of their 

own regional labor movements is considered, their attention to the events is observed 

as being presented in a very limited way. This appears mainly as a result of the 

pressure coming from the standpoint of the local administration, which is very 

parallel to the liberal central government. Therefore, it can be interpreted that organic 

relations are very effective in the failure of the local media representation.  

 

As a result, the general media environment in Turkey seems quite inefficient –or 

reluctant- to represent the rights of the working class. Analyses of the news items of 

four sample national newspapers and nine local newspapers in a three-month period 

reveal this in their results. Content analyses mainly give the statistical data, while 

discourse analyses have a significant role to show the main meaning structures of the 

news and the dynameters behind them. Although there appear strong differences and 

variations between the newspapers in our analyses, their general standings are not 

enough to grasp the media representation of the working class in a whole and 

complete manner. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

EVALUATION OF THE INTERVIEWS WITH  

DIRECT SOURCES: LOCAL WORKERS  

In order to understand the media coverage of labor movements, the explanations of 

the real sources of Seydişehir Demonstrations are very crucial. Therefore, interviews 

with the workers were achieved to get direct information about their media 

representation and its effects.  

 

Interview is made up to 10 questions, which are searching for the general media 

interest of the applicants, their changing attitudes towards the media during the 

demonstrations, their observations on the media representation and media coverage 

of their demonstrations, and the effects of the media on the demonstrators during the 

process. Totally, 25 applicants were interviewed in Seydişehir during two days.  The 

support of Seydişehir Branch of Çelik-İş Union was very significant in this process: 

they had introduced the research to the workers and informed about its aim as an 

academic study. Thus, the interviews were achieved in suitable conditions, and the 

applicants, by understanding the main targets of the study, tried to give as much 

support as they can.  

 

 After giving information about the process, the total results on each question of the 

interview will now be evaluated: Firstly, they were asked how extent they have 

witnessed the situation, and as Table:20 indicates, 12 interviewees witnessed 100 

percent of the demonstrations, other 7 witnessed the most part of these events, 3 of 

them only experienced half of the situation, and other 3 people only saw a little part. 
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Table:20 Participation of Interviewees in Seydişehir Demonstrations 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
According to Table:20 above, the numbers indicate that our sample group all actively 

participated in the demonstrations, and 22 of 25 people were experienced 50% and 

more of these events. 

 

Second question was about what they thought as the most striking side of the 

demonstrations in order to appear as news in the media: 21 people replied in similar 

ways, by underlining that the fight between people and police, and the other 

sensational events allowed the demonstrations to become news. Remaining 4 

interviewees said that the overall participation in the town especially the participation 

of the women and the children made the situation important for the media. This 

statistical result shows that 84 % of the interviewed group (21 out of 25 people) 

believes only fight or other striking events gave way to media representation. Other 

remaining group also implied a diversified mass reaction could only attract attention; 

this is also a way of creating a “news value” for the events. Otherwise, they 

underlined that they do not believe to be presented in the media by only expressing 

their reasons. 

 

Thirdly, they were asked which newspapers they read, in order to understand the type 

of the press they are interested in. As can be seen in Table:21, 10 people said they do 

not read newspapers, instead they watch TV. 7 of them declared they are only 

generally looking to the press which they can achieve on that day. 3 of them replied 

as the press which are not contrary to their believes, like the ones other than Zaman, 

Yeni Şafak, Vakit etc. Remaining 5 people gave the names of the mass and popular 

newspapers such as Hürriyet, Milliyet, Posta and Sabah. Although 10 people do not 

read newspapers periodically, they generally follow the media news from the 

television. Therefore, even if 10 people watch only TV, an overall media awareness 

was observed within the sample group. 

 

Number of Interviewees How much they participated 
12 100% 
7 90% 
 3 50% 
3 less than 50 % 
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 Table:21 Newspaper Choices of Interviewees 
 

Number of Interviewees Newspaper Choices  
10 No newspaper/ Only watching TV 
7 Any Press on that day 
 3 Press other than contrary to their views 
5 Mass and Popular Newspapers 

 

 

The forth group of the questions was to learn how often they read newspapers and 

how this frequency changed during the demonstrations. As shown in Table:22, 5 

people were reading everyday, 6 were almost everyday, 4 were rarely, and 10 of them 

do not read newspapers.  

 

Table:22 Frequency of Reading Newspaper 
 

Number of Interviewees Frequency of  Reading Newspaper  
5 Everyday 
6 Almost Everyday 
4 Rarely 
10 Not Reading Newspaper 

 

  

Moreover, 21 of the all interviewees replied the second part of the question as they 

were much more interested in the press during their demonstrations in order to follow 

the events in the media. 4 of them said that the frequency of their newspaper reading 

habits did not increase during the period, and 1 of these 4 people declared that he had 

also been reading frequently in other times; the other three people were following the 

events only from TV news. There was a general trend within the group as a 

significant increase of frequency during the period in their interests in the daily press, 

even the people do not reading newspapers began to follow multiple daily 

newspapers in this period.  

 

In the fifth question, interviewees were asked whether journalists directly came to 

them to get news, or they indirectly achieved the information. As can be seen in 

Table:23 below, 11 of them declared a direct attention of the press, and 7 of these 

indicated also an indirect attention. Moreover, 5 of these 11 people underlined that 

there were only the representatives of the local press, who got the direct information. 
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On the other hand, remaining 14 people said that they did not see a direct relation 

from the press; the press obtained the required information generally from the union, 

or from the live broadcasts of the local channels.  

 

Table:23 Media Attention towards Demonstrations 
 

 
 

The sixth question was to underline which media organizations came and made 

interviews with them. 22 of them indicated the local media organizations, and they 

also added the other nationally broadcasting ones. 14 people said the national media 

in general, and gave the names of Show TV, ATV, Kanal D, Günlük Evrensel, 

Samanyolu, Sabah, Kanal 7, TGRT, Akşam etc. Moreover, 6 people added the news 

agencies such as Anatolian Agency, Ihlas News Agency, Dogan News Agency. The 

results show that the local media was more interested in the events, while there is a 

general attention from a wide range of media organizations. 

 

As a consequent question, interviewees were asked whether they followed the 

outcome of these interviews and also whether they reflected the reality as it is in an 

objective and complete way or not. 21 of them replied in the same way as the 

outcomes did not reflect the whole scene, and they mostly added that especially the 

national media did not give the whole information objectively. For example, the 

worker A.A. from Fire-Fighting Department said that the news items were very short 

and little spaced in the national newspapers; the news broadcasted was not the one 

they informed the media about, but about the general events. Another worker A.T. 

from Alumina Department indicated that the “colored press” was only interested in 

the fantastic side of events. Within others, 2 people did not follow the outcomes, and 

2 of them said that the media generally gave the news, but there were small 

interpretative differences between them. The total results for this question can be 

evaluated as the big majority of the interviewees believed that the media, especially 

the national press did not reflect the whole information. 

Media Attention Number of Interviewees 
7 (also indirect attention) 

Direct 11 
5 (direct attention from only local media) 

Indirect 14  
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The opinions of interviewees about the general news related to the events were 

questioned in the next part: whether they were objective enough or not. Only four of 

them said that the general news was objective, and one interviewee replied as he did 

not realize the news. Remaining 20 people declared that the news were biased and 

insufficient. The worker H.B. from Alumina Department said that because of the 

interests of the media owners, the media reflected the events in a biased way, and 

only see the sensational side. In addition, H.T. in the same department indicated that 

even the local media could not give the reality as it is, because the local authorities 

are also from the ruling party, JDP.  

 

Moreover, their perceptions about the news in general media channels were asked: as 

being supporting and encouraging, or tiring and discouraging for them. 17 people as 

the majority replied that the news was de-motivating and discouraging for them, 

because they could not find the information they hoped to see. 3 of them said the 

news items were motivating, 2 people declared that they felt both, and 3 of them 

replied that the news did not influence them much, and said that they went on their 

ways.  

 

Lastly, the reaction of their acquaintance on the base of the news in the media was 

questioned: they supported them to carry on in their aims, or warned them to be 

careful. 12 of them said that they warned them in order not to put themselves into 

danger, while 9 people declared that they supported them and advised to keep 

moving on their ways. 3 of them said the both, and one person replied that they did 

not interfere with the events, there was no reaction. Generally, families and relatives 

tried to stop them or advised them to be careful, while the colleagues and other 

workers supported them in their aims. The worker M.A. from Foundry Department 

added that because of the media news underlining mostly the violent and sensational 

events, our relatives became worried about our lives and futures, thus they tried to 

stop us.  

After the evaluations of each question of the interview, some conclusions can be 

made on the results: 
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• Almost all of the workers believe that a sensational situation is required for the 

media representation 

• The frequency of reading newspaper is definitely increased for 84 per cent of 

the interviewees (21 out of 25), and thus, they became more interested in the 

media 

• Journalists did not directly pay much attention to get in touch with them, and 

also local media was more interested than the national one. 

• Most of the interviewees observed that the media had not reflected the reality 

• Most of the interviewees stated that the news about Seydişehir Demonstrations 

was biased and insufficiently presented  

• More than half of the interviewees find the news as de-motivating and 

discouraging 

• Interviewees trust more to the local media in their representation. 
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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSION 

 

 

In this study, the media coverage of a sample event, Seydişehir Demonstrations has 

been analyzed in the news texts of sample group of four newspapers within national 

Turkish press in comparison with nine local newspapers. The analyses indicated that 

the newspapers reflected their own standpoints in their news texts. They have 

arranged the frequency and the place of the news items; and also chosen the words, 

the headlines, the spots, the quotations, and the causality in the news texts according 

to the discourse of their own stand within the media structure. If the results of the 

analyses are taken from this side, there seems to appear a conclusion of a pluralistic 

environment in which each newspaper defends different perceptions. However, this 

evaluation of the results of the news analyses would be shortfall and thus 

manipulative.   

 

The liberal approach taking the media as the indispensable part of the democratic 

system and the pluralistic society falls in the same dilemma and shows the 

differences between the standpoints of each newspaper as the evidence of the 

representation of the different interests within the society. However, if the analyses 

are evaluated from the critical side, the part of the iceberg under water will be 

observable. First of all, the general contextual and the background information of the 

news were taken as having already framed. Even the newspapers like Cumhuriyet and 

Günlük Evrensel having the maximum level of contextual information among the 

sample group can not move further from the ideological framework of the events. 

The information given in the second part of the study on the background of 

Seydişehir Demonstrations can not be fully grasped in the news texts of the 

newspapers. The information is either ignored as in the news of Hürriyet and Yeni 

Şafak, or given with a lacking intensity in the phenomenon as in the news of 

Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel. For example, one of the most crucial sides of the 
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issue, the strategic importance of the plant as producing an input used in war 

technology was not mentioned by Hürriyet and Yeni Şafak, while it was only 

mentioned in the declarations of the representatives of the unions with lacking 

quotations in Cumhuriyet and Günlük Evrensel. The plant has been said to have a 

strategic importance, but what was the reason for this strategic importance can not be 

grasped from the quotations. Moreover, as being mentioned in the background 

information, the Deputy Head and the lawyer of the Workers Party, Mehmet Cengiz, 

as the lawyer of the action for nullity for Seydişehir Privatization, stated that the 

important truths could not take place in the national media, while few local media, 

not all of them, were interested in these press releases. He added also the fact that this 

media, business and politics domination had never been so harsh in the previous 

governments. This development should be seen as a result of the monopolization of 

the media beginning after 80s, together with a monopolized political power achieved 

by the one-party rule of Liberal-Islamist Justice and Development Party (JDP).  

 

Moreover, the newspapers separated the events from its historical causes and showed 

the events part by part without giving the process of the whole phenomenon. All the 

newspapers emphasized the sensational aspect of the events in Seydişehir 

Demonstrations, the injured people or a crowded affray. Moreover, the reason of the 

event in order to become a news in the newspapers was, with a big extent, its this 

‘newsworthy’ atmosphere. This means that if the workers make a sensational 

demonstration, they can be represented in the media; otherwise, they have no 

important status within the system as only being the parts of the ‘masses’. Even the 

most critical newspaper, Günlük Evrensel, presented the responsible of the events as 

the ruling party, and thus manipulated the reality that the reason of the events in 

demonstration was the contradictory feature of the liberal ideology to the will of the 

worker class.  

 

The media environment is also very negatively perceived by the side of the workers, 

and their beliefs on the functioning of the media has already damaged within this 

process.  This reality can be interpreted in the results of the interviews with the 

workers. They all stated in the same mouth that they have no trust anymore in the 

‘commercial’ or ‘colored’ media as an arena of self-representation. They thought that 

the media does not anymore reflect the will of the workers as well as not representing 
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them in a right and direct way. Only, some of them still trust in the local media. 

However, they also added the fact that because the local administration was in the 

control of the central ruling party, the local media could not be sufficiently 

representing them as in the past.  

 

Another important point can be related to this unhistorical aspect of the news stories; 

the worker class is being melted within the masses of the society as a result of their 

representation in the media. They are defined as the temporary groups making 

resistance, opposition in their work places, or the ones ‘manipulated ideologically’ by 

the Republican People’s Party (CHP, the opposition party) as the government 

declared in the news about Seydişehir Demonstrations. (Cumhuriyet, 24.05.2005) 

The class-consciousness of the workers are tried to be forgotten by the news of the 

newspapers, each separated from their historical reason as the parts of the process of 

the reactions to the ongoing ideology in a whole. There were only articles in Günlük 

Evrensel on the requirement of a class cooperation in demonstrations against 

privatization; however these effort can not be taken as sufficient in reaching to the 

people when the circulation rates of Günlük Evrensel are considered.  

 

As a result, the persistence of the dominant ideology and the ongoing dominant class 

is directly related to this under-representation of the worker class within the media. 

Liberal ideology has contrary dimensions in its logic with the worker class and their 

rights. Marx, by founding a direct relation between the objective interests of the 

dominant class and the dominant ideas, claims that the class controlling the 

materialist production instruments also controls the ideological apparatuses because 

of its position, and thus the decisions representing the interests of this dominant class 

becomes the dominant decisions of the society as a result of the structural advantages 

of this class.127 This assumption becomes highly observable in the ruling period of 

JDP, because of its special one-party rule together with an important corporation with 

the local administrators, media bosses and other big business actors. As a ‘successful’ 

party in melting the interests of the corner-holders of the society, JDP, has achieved 

to hold this domination over the society with its Islamic and Liberal standing. The 

                                                
127 YAĞLI, S. (2003). 1980 Sonrası Türk Yazılı Basınındaki Yapısal Değişlimin Haber Söylemine 
Yansıması. Doctorate Thesis. Izmir: Ege Univ. Sosyal Bilimler Enst.: 56 
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monopoly in the political system has given way to a process of the acceleration of the 

monopoly in the media environment in the intersecting point of dominating interests.  

 

As Thompson defines, the media is an arena where the meanings gain momentum in 

the perpetuation of the dominance relations.128 The selected codes positioned within 

the dominant ideology sign every phenomenon which they give meaning: This 

process sometimes becomes unrealizable and is frequently disguised by the 

interventions of the professional ideologies -presentation style, objectivity, 

impartiality-.129 Therefore, media, as one of the “Ideological Apparatuses of the 

State” defined by Althusser,130 serves for the persistence of the dominant ideology 

and the interests of the dominant class.  

 

As the liberal thinkers said, media has an important functioning in the perpetuation of 

the democratic systems (!): Turkey has witnessed this functioning harshly especially 

after 80s, and now we are all witnessing an important area in which the dominating 

interests created by a ‘democratically’ selected one-party rule are perpetuating under 

the ‘perfectly’ functioning monopolized media in a way of under-representation of 

the ones who are not comfortable with these interests. As can be seen from this 

important case, liberal thought is a nice way to see a few glass of water from only the 

“filled” side by ignoring the other big “empty” part.  

   

                                                
128 DURSUN, Ç. (2004). Haber, Hakikat ve İktidar İlişkisi (Türkiye’de İşçi Sınıfı Kimliğinin Medyada 
Temsili: 1970-1997). Ankara: Kesit: 309-353  
 
129 YAĞLI, S. (2003). 1980 Sonrası Türk Yazılı Basınındaki Yapısal Değişlimin Haber Söylemine 
Yansıması. Doctorate Thesis. Izmir: Ege Univ. Sosyal Bilimler Enst.: 101 
 
130 ALTHUSSER, L. (2003). Ideoloji ve Devletin Ideolojik Aygıtları. Istanbul: Ihtaki Yay. 
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A.1. CUMHURİYET 

 

 
Figure: CMH-1 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 24/05/2005, page 1 
 

 

 

 
Figure: CMH-2 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 24/05/2005, page 8 
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Figure: CMH-3 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 25/05/2005, page 1 

 
 

 

 
Figure: CMH-4 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 25/05/2005, page 8 
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Figure: CMH-5 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 26/05/2005, page 6 
 

 

 

 
Figure: CMH-6 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 27/05/2005, page 12 
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Figure: CMH-7 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 29/05/2005, page 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-8 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 05/06/2005, page 13 
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Figure: CMH-9 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 06/06/2005, page 12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: CMH-10 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 09/06/2005, page 13 
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Figure: CMH-11 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 15/06/2005, page 13 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-12 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 16/06/2005, page 6 
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Figure: CMH-13 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 17/06/2005, page 16 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-14 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 18/06/2005, page 12 
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Figure: CMH-15 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 19/06/2005, page 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-16 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 20/06/2005, page 1 
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Figure: CMH-17 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 20/06/2005, page 6 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-18 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 20/06/2005, page 6 
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Figure: CMH-19 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 21/06/2005, page 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-20 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 22/06/2005, page 1 
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Figure: CMH-21 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 22/06/2005, page 13 
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Figure: CMH-22 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 04/07/2005, page 13 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-23 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 18/07/2005, page 1 
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Figure: CMH-24 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 18/07/2005, page 4 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
Figure: CMH-25 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 20/07/2005, page 1 
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Figure: CMH-26 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 20/07/2005, page 5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-27 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 27/07/2005, page 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

145

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: CMH-28 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 01/08/2005, page 12 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure: CMH-29 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 05/08/2005, 
page 11 
 
 
 

 
Figure: CMH-30 
Source: Cumhuriyet, 15/08/2005, page 
13 
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A.2. GÜNLÜK EVRENSEL 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-1 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-2 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 24/05/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-3 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 25/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-4 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 25/05/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: GE-5 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 25/05/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-6 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 26/05/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-7 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 26/05/2005, Page 8 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Figure: GE-8 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 27/05/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-9 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 27/05/2005, Page 9 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-10 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 28/05/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-11 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 28/05/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-12 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 29/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-13 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 29/05/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: GE-14 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 30/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-15 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 30/05/2005, Page 4 
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Figure: GE-16 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 
01/06/2005, Page 8 

 
 

Figure: GE-17 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 
02/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-18 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 03/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-19 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 03/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-20 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 05/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Figure: GE-21 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 05/06/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: GE-22 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 05/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: GE-23 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 05/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: GE-24 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 06/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-25 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 07/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-26 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 08/06/2005, Page 4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-27 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 08/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-28 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 09/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-29 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 09/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 



 

163

 

 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-30 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 09/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-31 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 10/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-32 
Source: Günlük Evrensel, 10/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-33 Figure: GE-34 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,  Source: Günlük Evrensel,  
10/06/2005, Page 7                           10/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-35 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,10/06/2005, Page 8 
            
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-36 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,11/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-37 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,11/06/2005, Page 8 



 

168

 

 

 
 
Figure: GE-38 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,11/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-39 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,12/06/2005, Page 6 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-40 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,12/06/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: GE-41 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,13/06/2005, Page 4 
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Figure: GE-42 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,13/06/2005, Page 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-43 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,14/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-44 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,14/06/2005, Page 7 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-45 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,15/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-46 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,15/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-47 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,15/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-48 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,16/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-49 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,16/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-50 
Source: Günlük 
Evrensel,16/06/2005, Page 7 
 

 

 
 
 
Figure: GE-51 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,16/06/2005, 
Page 8 
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Figure: GE-52 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,16/06/2005, Page 11 
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Figure: GE-53 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,17/06/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-54 
Source: Günlük Evrensel,18/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-55 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel,18/06/2005, Page 12 
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Figure: GE-56 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel,19/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-57 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel,19/06/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: GE-58 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel,19/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: GE-59 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 20/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-60 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 20/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-61 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 20/06/2005, Page 4 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-62 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 22/06/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: GE-63 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 22/06/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: GE-64 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-65 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-66 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-67 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-68 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-69 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-70 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 23/06/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-71 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 24/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-72 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 24/06/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-73 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 25/06/2005, Page 3 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-74 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 26/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: GE-75 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 26/06/2005, Page 6 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-76 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 26/06/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: GE-77 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 27/06/2005, Page 4 
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Figure: GE-78 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 27/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-79 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 28/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 
Seydişehir ‘takipte’  
 
Çelik-İş Seydişehir �ube Başkanı Muharrem Oğuz, Alüminyum Fabrikası’nın satışı ile ilgili 
Rekabet Kurulu kararını beklediklerini, gelişmelere göre eylem yapacaklarını bildirdi. Ankara’da 
bazı görüşmeler yapan Çelik-İş Seydişehir �ube Başkanı Muharrem Oğuz, dün fabrika 
yemekhanesinde işçilere gelişmeler hakkında bilgi verdi. İşçilere Özelleştirme İdaresi 
Başkanlığı’nın kararı Rekabet Kurulu’na gönderdiği, buradan Özelleştirme Yüksek Kurulu’na 
gönderileceği, onaylanması durumunda devir işlemlerinin başlayacağını aktaran Oğuz, CHP 
Konya Milletvekili Atilla Kart, Metalurji Mühendisleri Odası, Seydişehir Esnaf Odası, Seydişehir 
Ticaret Odası tarafından açılan davayı da yakından takip ettiklerini ifade etti. Oğuz, işçilerin 
“sendikanın aldığı kararlar doğrultusunda mücadeleyi sonuna kadar götüreceklerini” 
söylediklerini belirtti. Sendikaların birlikte hareket etme çabalarına değinen Oğuz, 
dayanışmanın gelişmesini istediklerini dile getirdi. 
 
Figure: GE-80 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 30/06/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-81 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 01/07/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-82 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 05/07/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-83 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 05/07/2005, Page 8 



198

 

 
 
Figure: GE-84 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 

07/07/2005, Page 3 

 
 
Figure: GE-85 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 08/07/2005, 

Page 7 
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Figure: GE-86 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 

08/07/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-87 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 09/07/2005, 

Page 8 
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Seydişehir Alüminyum’un özelleştirilmesine onay verildi  
 
AKP Konya Milletvekili Harun Tüfekçi, Seydişehir’de Alüminyum A�’nin satışının Rekabet Kurulu’nca onaylandığını, 
alınan kararın yarın açıklanacağını bildirdi. Tüfekçi, yaptığı açıklamada, 10 Haziran 2005’te yapılan ihaleyle satışı 
gerçekleştirilen ve 305 milyon dolara Cengiz İnşaat’ın (Ce-Ka) satın aldığı Seydişehir Alüminyum Tesisleri’nin 
satış kararının onaylanmak üzere Rekabet Kurulu Başkanlığı’na gönderildiğini hatırlattı. Rekabet Kurulu’nun 8 
Temmuz Cuma günü toplanarak Seydişehir Alüminyum A�’nin satışına onay verdiğini açıklayan Tüfekçi, şunları 
dile getirdi: “Kurul, satış onayını yarın açıklayacak. Karar önce Özelleştirme İdaresi Başkanlığı’na, burada da 
onaylandığı takdirde devir işlemlerinin başlaması için Özelleştirme Yüksek Kurulu’na sunulacak. Özelleştirme 
Yüksek Kurulu satışa onay verdiği takdirde devir işlemleri başlayacak ve 45 gün içinde tamamlanacak. 
Özelleştirme Yüksek Kurulu satışa onay vermezse satış iptal edilecek.” Satışın onaylanmasına ilişkin gazetemize 
açıklama yapan Çelik-İş Seydişehir �ube Başkanı Muharrem Oğuz, eylemlerin ve özelleştirme karşıtı 
mücadelelerinin süreceğini söyledi. Rekabet Kurulu’nun satışı iptal etmesini beklediklerini ancak hükümetten 
bağımsız davranmadığı için bu kararı veremediğini belirten Oğuz, Haber-İş’in 19 Temmuz’da gerçekleştireceği 
işbırakma kararını hatırlatmamız üzerine “Elbette eylemlerimize devam edeceğiz. Haber-İş’in eylemini de 
değerlendiririz ve hem arkadaşlarımıza destek vermek hem de kendi hakkımızı savunmak için aynı gün eylem 
yapabiliriz” diye konuştu. 
 
Figure: GE-88 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 11/07/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-89 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 12/07/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-90 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 13/07/2005, Page 8 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-91 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 14/07/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-92 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 14/07/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-93 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 14/07/2005, Page 9 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-94 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 16/07/2005, Page 4 
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Figure: GE-95 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 18/07/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-96 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 19/07/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-97 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 19/07/2005, Page 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-98 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 20/07/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-99 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 21/07/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-100 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 21/07/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-101 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 21/07/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-102 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 22/07/2005, Page 4 
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Figure: GE-103 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 22/07/2005, Page 8 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-104 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 27/07/2005, Page 8 
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ÖYK, Seydişehir’in satışını onayladı 
Seydişehir Eti Alüminyum’un satışıyla ilgili, 

Özelleştirme Yüksek Kurulu (ÖYK) kararı çıktı. Buna göre, 
kurumun 305 milyon dolar bedelle en yüksek teklifi veren 
Ce-Ka İnşaat Makina Madencilik Petrolcülük Turizm Nakliyat 
Sanayi ve Ticaret A�’ye satılmasına karar verildi. ÖYK’nın 
konuya ilişkin kararı, Resmi Gazete’de yayımlandı.  

Özelleştirme İdaresi Başkanlığı’nın (ÖİB) 6 Nisan 
2005’teki kararıyla belirlenen Eti Alüminyum A.�’de bulunan 
yüzde 100 oranındaki İdare hissesinin “satış” yöntemiyle 
blok hisse satışı şeklinde özelleştirilmesini teminen, ihale 
ilanı ve ihale şartnamesinde belirtilen hususlar 
çerçevesinde 17 Haziran 2005’te yapılan ihaledeki nihai 
teklifler ve değer tespit sonuçları incelendi.  

Buna göre, şirketin yüzde 100 hissesinin, 305 milyon 
dolar bedelle en yüksek teklifi veren Ce-Ka İnşaat Makina 
Madencilik Petrolcülük Turizm Nakliyat Sanayi ve Ticaret 
A.�’ye ihale şartnamesi çerçevesinde satılmasına karar 
verildi.  

Ancak bu şirketin hisse satış sözleşmesini 
imzalamaktan imtina etmesi veya ihale şartnamesinde 
belirtilen yükümlülüklerini yerine getirmemesi halinde, 304 
milyon 500 bin dolarla ikinci teklifi veren Özaltın İnşaat 
Ticaret ve Sanayi A.�’ye yine aynı şekilde bu şirketin de 
belirtilen yükümlülüklerini yerine getirmemesi halinde, 290 
milyon dolar bedelle üçüncü teklifi veren Nurol Enerji Üretim 
ve Pazarlama A.�’ye satılmasına karar verildi.  

Bu şirketlerin hisse satış sözleşmesini imzalamaktan 
imtina etmesi veya ihale şartnamesinde belirtilen 
yükümlülüklerini yerine getirmemeleri halinde 10 milyon 
dolarlık teminatları İdare’ye irat kaydedilecek.  
   
Figure: GE-105 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 28/07/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-106 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 29/07/2005, Page 7 
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Mücadeleyi birleştirmek tarihsel bir görevdir 
 

TÜMTİS Genel Başkanı Sabri Topçu ve Petrol-İş Genel Başkanı Mustafa 
Öztaşkın yaptıkları açıklamalarla özelleştirmeye karşı verilen mücadelelerin 
birleşmesi talebini dile getirdiler. Konfederasyonlara da bu yönde çağrı yapan 
sendikacılar, “Biz üzerimize düşeni yapmaya hazırız” dediler.  

Sabri Topçu, AKP Hükümeti’nin stratejik önemi bulunan kurumları hızla 
özelleştirerek emekçilerin, çocukların ve ülkenin geleceğini sattığını belirtti. 
Sendikaların özelleştirmeye karşı verdiği mücadelenin birbirinden kopuk 
olması nedeniyle başarıya ulaşamadığını kaydeden Topçu, bu durumun 
saldıranlara cesaret verdiğini vurguladı.  

Birleşme talebi 
Özelleştirmeye karşı mücadele veren işletmelerin, aynı saldırıya uğrayan 

diğer işletmeleri de sahiplendiğini ifade eden Topçu, mücadelenin 
birleştirilmesi isteğinin giderek genelleştiğini kaydetti. Topçu, özelleştirmeler 
olmak üzere, işten atmalar, sendikalaşma önündeki engeller, esnek çalışma ve 
düşük ücret gibi dayatmalara karşı mücadelenin olgunlaştığını belirtti.  

Topçu şunları vurguladı: “Tüm konfederasyonlar farklılıklarını bir tarafa 
iterek ortak mücadeleyi, genel grev dahil en etkin eylemlere hazırlamakla 
yükümlüdür. Bu onların birer emek örgütü olmaları nedeniyle tarihsel 
görevleridir. Demokrasinin ülkemizde yerleşmesinin yolu da buradan 
geçmektedir. Bu görevden kaçınanlar işçi sınıfına ve halka bir gün hesap 
verecektir. Konfederasyonumuz Türk-İş, Başkanlar Kurulu’nu acilen toplayarak 
saldırılara karşı mücadele kararları almalıdır. TÜMTİS olarak bu mücadelede 
üzerimize düşen görevi üstlenmeye hazır olduğumuzu bir kez daha 
belirtiyorum.”  

Toplumsal direniş cephesi 
Petrol-İş Genel Başkanı Mustafa Öztaşkın da yaptığı açıklamada 

“Özelleştirmelere karşı toplumsal direniş cephesi oluşturacağız” dedi. 
Petkim’i, TÜPRAŞ’ı, Telekom’u, THY’yi, Erdemir’i, Seydişehir Alüminyum’u apar 
topar elden çıkartmak isteyenlerle, limanlara göz dikenlerin aynı kesim 
olduğunu kaydeden Öztaşkın, “Tüm dünyayı özel şirketlerin cenneti haline 
getirmek isteyen, bunun için komşularımızı işgal etmekten çekinmeyen, 
Ortadoğu’yu kan gölüne çeviren, halkları birbirine kırdıran, toplumun 
çıkarlarını gözetmeyenler, Türkiye’nin yüz akı bütün tesislerini haraç mezat 
elden çıkartmaya çalışıyorlar” dedi.  

‘Sessiz kalmayacağız’ 
Buna karşı işçilerin sessiz kalmayacağını ifade eden Öztaşkın şöyle 

devam etti: “Artık ateş sadece düştüğü yeri yakmayacak. Bundan sonra tüm 
özelleştirmecilerin karşına hukuk kurumlarıyla, yargı kararlarıyla, sendikaların 
ortak eylem ve mücadele birlikleriyle, toplumun ezilen ve mağdur edilen tüm 
kesimleriyle birlikte karşı çıkacağız. Tüpraş’ın, Petkim’in, Telekom’un, THY’nin, 
Erdemir’in, Seydişehir Alüminyum’un kaderi neyse, limanların da kaderi o 
olacak. Hep birlikte, el ele vererek ülkemizin en kârlı, en verimli, en büyük 
tesislerine ister yerli ister yabancı birilerinin el koymasını engelleyeceğiz. 
Petrol-İş Sendikası, özelleştirmelere karşı tek tek işyerlerinde değil, ülke 
çapında bir müdafaa yürütülmesi için elinden gelen her şeyi yapmaya 
hazırdır.”  
 
Figure: GE-107 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 29/07/2005, Page 8 
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Özelleştirmecileribir kez daha kovdular 
 
İhale açıldığı dönemde fabrikayı incelemeye gelen firma yöneticilerini fabrikaya sokmayan Seydişehir Eti Alüminyum 
işçileri, işletmeyi satın alan CE-KA firmasının yetkililerini bir kez daha fabrikadan kovdu. 

Özelleştirmecileri bir kez daha kovdular 
Seydişehir Eti Alüminyum Fabrikası işçileri ve Seydişehirliler özelleştirmecileri bir kez daha fabrikadan kovdu. Biber 

gazı ve coplarla saldıran polisi de geri püskürten işçiler, pazartesi gününden itibaren işyerini terk etmeme eylemine 
başlayacak. Çelik-İş Seydişehir �ube Başkanı Muharrem Oğuz, özelleştirmeye karşı olan sendikalara birlik çağrısı yaptı. 

Alüminyum Fabrikası’nı satın alan CE-KA adlı firmanın yetkilileri önceki gün gece saatlerinde fabrikayı görmek üzere 
Seydişehir’e geldiler. Bunu haber alan işçiler “Seydişehir CE-KA’ya mezar olacak”, “Direne direne kazanacağız” 
sloganlarıyla fabrikaya yürüyüşe geçti. �irket yönetecilerinin fabrikaya ait sosyal tesislerdeki misafirhanede bulunduğunu 
öğrenen işçiler, bu kez misafirhaneye yöneldi. Sosyal Tesisler’in kapalı olan bahçe giriş kapısını kıran işçiler, 
misafirhaneyi taşa tuttu. İçeri girmelerinin engellenmesi üzerine işçiler şirket yöneticilerinin arabalarını devirerek tahrip 
ettiler. Fabrika Genel Müdürü Mehmet Arkan’a ait aynı yerde park halinde duran otomobil de kullanılmaz hale geldi. 

Uzun süre slogan atarak fabrikaya gelen CE-KA yöneticilerinin kendilerine teslim edilmesini isteyen işçiler, Eti 
Alüminyim Fabrikası Genel Müdürü Mehmet Arkan’ın lojmanını da taşladı. İşçilerin tepkisi üzerine Konya ve Beyşehir’den 
polis, Yalıhüyük, Ahırlı ve Bozkır ilçelerinden de takviye Jandarma ekipleri geldi. Bu sırada işçilerin aileleri ve halkın da 
katılımıyla özelleştirmecileri protesto edenlerin sayısı 3 bini buldu. 

Havaya ateş açıldı 
Olay yerine gelen polis ve jandarma kitleyi biber gazı ve coplarla dağıtmak istedi. Başarılı olamayınca havaya ateş 

açıldı. Yaşanan arbede sırasında 12 polis yaralandı. 
Olaylar nedeniyle 5 saat mahsur kalan, aralarında Yönetim Kurulu Üyesi Ekrem Cengiz’in de bulunduğu 8 CE-KA 

yöneticisi ve Eti Alüminyim Fabrikası Genel Müdürü Mehmet Arkan, saat 03.00 sıralarında polis kordonunda 
misafirhaneden çıkarıldı ve polis otolarıyla Konya’ya götürüldü. 

İşçiler ve yakınları ise direnmeye devam edeceklerini dile getirerek, CE-KA aleyhine slogan attı. Yetkililerin kentten 
ayrıldığını haber alan işçiler eyleme son verdi. 

‘Özelleştirmeden vazgeçilsin’ 
Yaşanan olaylarla ilgili olarak gazetemize açıklama yapan Çelik-İş Seydişehir �ube Başkanı Muharrem Oğuz, “İhaleyi 

alan CE-KA firması yetkilileri bu akşam Konya’ya gelerek ilçe halkını tahrik etmiştir. Bu ağır tahrik sonucunda istenmeyen 
olaylar yaşanmıştır. �u an durum sakin ama CE-KA şunu bilmeli; Seydişehir halkı ile barışık bir şekilde artık burayı 
çalıştıramazlar” dedi. 

Polisin saldırgan tutumunu da eleştiren Oğuz, sözlerini şöyle sürdürdü; “Polis her zaman yaptığını yine tekrarlıyor. 
karşısında Seydişehir halkını gördüğünde cop ve biber gazı kullanıyor. Hatta silahla havaya ateş açtılar. Bunlar bizi 
üzüyor. Polisi sağduyulu olmaya çağırıyorum.” 

Özelleştirmeden vazgeçilene kadar Seydişehirlilerin ve işçilerin haklı direnişini sürdüreceğini kaydeden Oğuz, 
pazartesi gününden itibaren işyerini terk etmeme kararı aldıklarını söyledi. Oğuz, özelleştirme kapsamındaki sendikaları 
güçlerini birleştirmeye çağırdı. 

CE-KA’dan duyuru 
Eti Alüminyum Fabrikası’nda önceki gün yaşanan olayların ardından fabrikaya girişte özel güvenlik birimi 

çalışanlarınca, işçilere, “Eti Alüminyum A.�. Yönetim Kurulu adına �eref Cengiz” imzalı yazılı bir duyuru dağıtıldı. 
Duyuruda özelleştirmenin tamamlandığı, işçilerin haklarının güvence altında olduğu ileri sürülerek “Tahriklere kapılmayın” 
dendi. 

SEYDİ�EHİR YALNIZ KALMAYACAK 
Haber-İş İstanbul 1 No’lu �ube Başkanı: Levent Dokuyucu 
İstanbul’daki diğer sendikalarla Seydişehir için neler yapabileceğimizi değerlendirmemiz gerekiyor. Önümüzdeki 

günlerde de Erdemir, Seydişehir, TÜPRA� işçilerine ortak eylem çağrısı yapacağız. Polisin işçilere yönelik saldırısını 
kınıyorum. Ama bu saldırı doğal. Mücadele cephesini genişleterek saldıları engelleyebiliriz. Hem yerellerde hem de 
konfederasyonlar düzeyinde bu saldırılara karşı birlikler, ortak eylemler gerçekleştirilmeli. 

Petrol-İş Genel Başkanı: Mustafa Öztaşkın 
Özelleştirme konusunda giderek artan duyarlılık ve toplumsal muhalefetin gelişmesi karşısında sendikalar acilen bu işi 

işyerlerinden, yörelerden çıkarması genel bir direnişin oluşturulması için bir araya gelmeliler. Giderek artan ekonomik, 
toplumsal sorunları da dikkate alarak özelleştirme saldırısıyla birleştirip hükümete karşı toplumsal direniş örgütlenmelidir. 

Liman-İş Mersin �ube Başkanı: Recep Özbey 
SEKA’da başlayan, Seydişehir’de devam eden ve son olarak liman işçileri olarak bizim de başlattığımız işyerimizi 

koruma eylemi tehlike olarak görülüyor. Seydişehir’i alan firma işçi çıkışı yapacak, İşçiler ekmeklerini ve işlerini korumak 
istiyorlar. İşçilerin yalnız kalmaması lazım. Bu tür eylemler lokal düzeyde kalırsa başarılı olamaz. Sendika farkı 
gözetmeksizin işçilerle birlikte hareket edilmesi gerekiyor. Seydişehir işçilerine yapılan saldırıyı kınıyoruz. Liman işçileri 
olarak Mersin’den onları desteklediğimizi bildiriyoruz. Saldırıyı kınamakla kalmayıp, pazartesi günü Seydişehir işçilerinin 
tekrar işyerine kapanma eylemi başlatacaklarını duyduk, eğer bu eylem başlarsa Mersin’den liman işçileri olarak 
Seydişehir’e giderek, onların eylemine katılacağız. Dayanışmanın böyle olacağını düşünüyoruz. 

Türk Metal Ereğli �ube Başkanı: İlhami Erdoğ 
Biz Seydişehir işçilerinin mücadelesini destekliyoruz. Polisin yaptığı saldırıyı kınıyoruz. Seydişehir işçileri başından 

beri çok büyük bir mücadele veriyor. Bizim için de çok önemli olan İskenderun işçilerine çağrılar yaptık, biz mücadelenin 
ortaklaştırılmasını istiyoruz. 

 
Figure: GE-108 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 31/07/2005, Page 1 



215

 

 
 
Figure: GE-109 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 01/08/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-110 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 01/08/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-111 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 02/08/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: GE-112 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 02/08/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-113 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 02/08/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: GE-114 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 

03/08/2005, Page 2 

 
 
Figure: GE-115 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 04/08/2005, 

Page 8 
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Figure: GE-116 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 05/08/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-117 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 10/08/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: GE-118 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 10/08/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-119 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 13/08/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: GE-120 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 19/08/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: GE-121 
Source: Günlük   Evrensel, 19/08/2005, Page 8 
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A.3. HÜRRİYET 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-1 
Source: Hürriyet, 24/05/2005, Page 14 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-2 
Source: Hürriyet, 25/05/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: HRT-3 
Source: Hürriyet, 26/05/2005, Page 14 
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Figure: HRT-4 
Source: Hürriyet, 27/05/2005, Page 18 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-5 
Source: Hürriyet, 04/06/2005, Page 14 



225

 

 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-6 
Source: Hürriyet, 10/06/2005, Page 13 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-7 
Source: Hürriyet, 11/06/2005, Page 14 
 
 
 
 

Seydişehir için dokuz teklif geldi 

SEYDİ�EHİR Eti Alüminyum A.�’nin yüzde 100 hissesinin blok satışına ilişkin ihalede dokuz teklif alındı. 
Özelleştirme İdaresi Başkanlığı’ndan (ÖİB) yapılan açıklamada, son teklif verme süresinin dün 16.00 itibariyle 
dolduğu ve dokuz teklif alındığı bildirildi. �irket isimleri ise açıklanmadı. İhale komisyonu pazartesi günü 
yapacağı toplantıda teklifleri değerlendirmeye alacak. ÖİB Başkanı Metin Kilci’den onay alınması durumunda 
teklif sahipleri de açıklanacak. Haziran ayı içinde gerçekleştirilecek ihalenin açık artırma ile sonuçlandırılması 
bekleniyor. İhale sürecinde 40’ı aşkın şirket şartname almış, 21 şirket bilgilendirme sürecine katılmıştı.  
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Figure: HRT-8 
Source: Hürriyet, 18/06/2005, Page 18 
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Figure: HRT-9 
Source: Hürriyet, 20/06/2005, Page 23 
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Figure: HRT-10 
Source: Hürriyet, 23/06/2005, Page 14 
 
 
 



229

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-11 
Source: Hürriyet, 24/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: HRT-12 
Source: Hürriyet, 09/07/2005, Page 9 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-13 
Source: Hürriyet, 16/07/2005, Page 9 
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Figure: HRT-14 
Source: Hürriyet, 24/07/2005, Page 15 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: HRT-15 
Source: Hürriyet, 03/08/2005, Page 8 
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A.4. YENİ ŞAFAK 
 

 
 

 

 
Figure: YSF-1 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: YSF-2 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 24/05/2005, Page 8 
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Figure: YSF-3 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 25/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

   
 
Figure: YSF-4 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 25/05/2005, Page 12 
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Figure: YSF-5 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 27/05/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: YSF-6 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 27/05/2005, Page 9 
 



236

 

 

 
 
Figure: YSF-7 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 06/06/2005, Page 7 
 
 

 
 
Figure: YSF-8 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 11/06/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: YSF-9 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 14/06/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: YSF-10 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 19/06/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: YSF-11 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 23/06/2005, Page 13 
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Figure: YSF-12 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 15/07/2005, Page 13 
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Figure: YSF-13 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 20/07/2005, Page 6 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: YSF-14 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 28/07/2005, Page 6 
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Figure: YSF-15 
Source: Yeni Şafak, 01/08/2005, Page 8 
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- APPENDIX B - 

NEWS ITEMS OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
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B.1. ANAOLU MANŞET 

 
Figure:  AM-1 
Source: Anadolu Manşet 24/05/2005, Page 1 
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Figure:  AM-2 
Source: Anadolu Manşet 24/05/2005, Page 7 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  AM-3 
Source: Anadolu Manşet 27/05/2005, Page 7 
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B.2. HAKİMİYET 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  HK-1 
Source: Hakimiyet 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  HK-2 
Source: Hakimiyet 24/05/2005, Page 6 
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Figure:  HK-3 
Source: Hakimiyet 25/05/2005, Page 3 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  HK-4 
Source: Hakimiyet 27/05/2005, Page 2 



247

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  HK-5 
Source: Hakimiyet 16/06/2005, Page 1 
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B.3. KONYA POSTASI 

 

 
 
Figure:  KP-1 
Source: Konya Postası 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  KP-2 
Source: Konya Postası 24/05/2005, Page 5 
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 Figure:  KP-3 
 Source: Konya Postası 26/05/2005, Page 6   
   
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  KP-4 
Source: Konya Postası 26/05/2005, Page 6 
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Figure:  KP-5 
Source: Konya Postası 27/05/2005, Page 4 
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Figure:  KP-6 
Source: Konya Postası 01/06/2005, Page 4 



252

 

 

 
 
Figure:  KP-7 
Source: Konya Postası 06/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  KP-8 
Source: Konya Postası 06/06/2005, Page 2 
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Figure:  KP-9 
Source: Konya Postası 13/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  KP-10 
Source: Konya Postası 13/06/2005, Page 4 
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Figure:  KP-11 
Source: Konya Postası 02/07/2005, Page 4 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  KP-12 
Source: Konya Postası 31/07/2005, Page 8 
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B.4. MEMLEKET 

 

 
 
Figure:  ML-1 
Source: Memleket 26/05/2005, Page 8 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  ML-2 
Source: Memleket 30/05/2005, Page 8 
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Figure:  ML-3 
Source: Memleket 06/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  ML-4 
Source: Memleket 02/07/2005, Page 5 
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Figure:  ML-5 
Source: Memleket 02/08/2005, Page 5 
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B.5. MERHABA 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-1 
Source: Merhaba 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-2 
Source: Merhaba 24/05/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: MR-3 
Source: Merhaba 25/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-4 
Source: Merhaba 26/05/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: MR-5 
Source: Merhaba 26/05/2005, Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-6 
Source: Merhaba 26/05/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: MR-7 
Source: Merhaba 29/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-8 
Source: Merhaba 06/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-9 
Source: Merhaba 06/06/2005, Page 5 
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Figure: MR-10 
Source: Merhaba 09/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-11 
Source: Merhaba 09/06/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: MR-12 
Source: Merhaba 11/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-13 
Source: Merhaba 11/06/2005, Page 2 
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Figure: MR-14 
Source: Merhaba 16/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: MR-15 
Source: Merhaba 18/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure: MR-16 
Source: Merhaba 01/08/2005, Page 1 
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B.6. SEYDİŞEHİR POSTASI 

 
 

 
 
Figure:  SP-1 
Source: Seydişehir Postası 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  SP-2 
Source: Seydişehir Postası 24/05/2005, Page 2 
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B.7. SEYDİŞEHİR TOROSLAR 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  ST-1 
Source: Seydişehir Toroslar 27/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  ST-2 
Source: Seydişehir Toroslar 27/05/2005, Page 1 
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B.8. YENİ KONYA 

 

 
 
Figure: YK-1 
Source: Yeni Konya, 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure: YK-2 
Source: Yeni Konya, 24/05/2005, Page 3 
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Figure:  YK-3 
Source: Yeni Konya, 06/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YK-4 
Source: Yeni Konya, 06/06/2005, Page 7 
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Figure: YK-5 
Source: Yeni Konya, 31/07/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YK-6 
Source: Yeni Konya, 31/07/2005, Page 3 
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B.9. YENİ MERAM 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-1 
Source: Yeni Meram 24/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-2 
Source: Yeni Meram 24/05/2005, Page 15 
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Figure:  YM-3 
Source: Yeni Meram 25/05/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-4 
Source: Yeni Meram 27/05/2005, Page 1 
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Figure:  YM-5 
Source: Yeni Meram 06/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-6 
Source: Yeni Meram 06/06/2005, Page 17 
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Figure:  YM-7 
Source: Yeni Meram 11/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-8 
Source: Yeni Meram 11/06/2005, Page 15 
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Figure:  YM-9 
Source: Yeni Meram 16/06/2005, Page 1 
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Figure:  YM-10 
Source: Yeni Meram 18/06/2005, Page 1 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure:  YM-11 
Source: Yeni Meram 18/06/2005, Page 15 
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-APPENDIX C - 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
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1. How extend are you witnessed the events in Seydişehir Demonstrations? 

 

2. What do you think the most striking side of demonstrations in order to 

become the news in media channels? 

 

3. Which newspaper(s) do you read? 

 

4. How often do you read newspapers? Did it become frequent during the 

demonstrations? 

 

5. Did the journalists directly come to you to get news, or did they indirectly 

achieve the information? 

 

6. Which media organizations came and made interviews with you? 

 

7. Did you follow the outcome of these interviews and did they reflect the 

reality as it is in an objective and complete meaning? 

 

8. What do you think about the general news in media about the events, were 

they objective and enough to give the complete information? 

 

9. How do you evaluate the news in general media channels: as supporting, 

encouraging and motivating for your aims; or as discouraging and tiring for 

you? 

 

10. What was the reaction of your acquaintance about the news in the media: Did 

they support you to go on in your aims, or warned you to be careful? 

 
 
 
 


