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ABSTRACT

THE MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF HOMOSEXUALITY
IN THE TURKISH PRESS BETWEEN
1998 AND 2006

HOSCAN, Ozlem
MA. Department of Media and Cultural Studies
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Rasit KAYA
December 2006, 222 pages

In this study, the newspapers such as Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal, Posta,
Aksam, Sabah, Cumhuriyet, Star, Giines, Takvim, Diinya, Gozcii and Yeni Asir are
considered liberal or left leaning. The newspapers such as Akit, Milli Gazete, Yeni
Asya, Anayurt, Tiirkiye, Yeni Safak, Diinden Bugiine Terciiman, Vakit and Zaman
are considered conservative or Islamic newspapers. The period chosen for this
analysis is between 28.12.1998 and 15.06.2006, and all the news items published
in this period are scrutinised in the archive of the Parliament Library, where there
is a special category for the news on homosexuality and homosexuals.

First, the news items of the newspapers mentioned above are categorised
as presented in the tables prepared. Through these tables, a general perspective on
the press coverage in Turkey is revealed by the analysis of the evaluations of the
general features of this coverage on homosexuality and homosexuals.

Second, an extensive textual analysis is carried out by analysing the news

texts regarding three common events covered in most of the newspapers
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mentioned above to reflect a more accurate and detailed account of the

representation of homosexuality and homosexuals in the Turkish Daily Press.
Moreover, in-depth interviews are conducted with homosexuals to find out

their point of view on the portrayal of themselves in the Turkish Daily Press.
Finally, the findings of the analysis of the press coverage of homosexuality

and homosexuals, and the findings of the interviews are compared.

Key Words: Homosexuality, Gays, Gay Organisations, the Representation of

Homosexuals in the Turkish Daily Press.



07/

1998-2006 TARIHLERT ARASINDA ESCINSELLIGIN TURK BASININDA
TEMSILI

HOSCAN, Ozlem
Yiiksek Lisans, Medya ve Kiiltiirel Calismalar Boliimii
Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Rasit KAYA
Aralik 2006, 222 sayfa

Bu calismada Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal, Posta, Aksam, Sabah,
Cumhuriyet, Star, Giines, Takvim, Diinya, Gozcii, Yeni Asir liberal veya sol
egilimli; Akit, Milli Gazete, Yeni Asya, Anayurt, Tiirkiye, Yeni Safak, Diinden
Bugiine Terciiman, Vakit ve Zaman muhafazakir veya [slamc1  olarak
nitelendirilmistir. Bu c¢alismada 28.12.1998 ve 15.06.2006 tarihleri arasinda
TBMM kiitiiphanesinde homoseksiialite ve homoseksiiellere iligkin bir kategori
olarak endekslenmis tiim haber metinleri incelenmistir. Oncelikle yukarida adi
gecen gazetelerde yer alan haber metinlerini kategorize eden tablolar
hazirlanmistir. Bu tablolardan yararlanarak escinselligin ve escinsellerin Tiirk
basinindaki temsilinin bir aciklama ve degerlendirmesi yapilmistir.

Ayrica calismanin ikinci bir diizeyi olarak da incelenen gazetelerin
cogunda ortak olarak yer alan ii¢ 6rnek olaya iligkin haber ve degerlendirmeler,
tartigmalar ele alinarak bunlarin kapsamli bir metinsel séylem analizi yapilmistir.
Boylelikle Tiirk basininda escinselligin ve escinsellerin temsilinin daha gercek ve
ayrintil1 bir agiklamasina ulasilmaya calisilmistir.

Ayrica Tiirk basinindaki temsilleriyle ilgili diisiincelerini 6grenmek icin

escinsellerle genis kapsamli miilakatlar yapilmistir.
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Son olarak, escinselligin Tiirk basinindaki temsilinin analizinin

sonuclariyla, escinsellerle yapilan miilakatlarin sonuglan karsilastirilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Escinsellik, Escinseller, Escinsel Orgiitler, Escinsellerin Tiirk

Basininda Temsili.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

It is often claimed that people tend to think what they see is the reality but
in media dominated modern complex societies, what they actually see is only
what is represented of the reality. It is also commonly asserted that the way people
treat us is largely moulded by the way we are seen by others. Similarly, our
treatment of others is shaped by the way we see them, and this is directly related
to their public representation (Inal, 1997).

By the same token, in modern, complex societies definitions of the reality,
which is beyond our direct and immediate experience, is made and given us
through “situation definitions” made by the media and communicated to large
public audiences. Therefore, if media define situations as real they are real in their
consequences (Kaya, 1999). This is why the analysis of the media representations
acquired an increased significance in the media studies (Bennett, 1982).

In relation with the significance of the media representation, it is not
wrong to say that as we are restricted by the means of the representation presented
to us, the representation of homosexuals in the media affects our treatment of
them. As Dyer (1993) states, “how social groups are treated in cultural
representation is part and parcel of how they are treated in life, that poverty,
harassment, self-hate and discrimination (in housing, jobs, educational
opportunity) are shored up and instituted by representation).” (p. 1)

As Dyer (1993) goes on to state, it is a fact that power relations of
representation puts “the weight of control” of representation on “the side of the
rich, the white, the male, and the heterosexual” (p. 2).

In such a context an inquiry into how the media report homosexuality and

homosexuals or in other words an analysis of their media representations in a



country may be expected to give a powerful insight into the treatment of them in
the concerned society.

As a matter of fact, ever since the beginning of humanity, people have
always had a tendency to show interest in the representation of sexual differences,
and therefore this has attracted the interest of social scientists. However, the case
of homosexuals and the homosexuality has always been a controversial and
problematic issue.

When you meet a human being, “the first distinction you make” is to
question whether that person is ‘male or female’ (Ekins, 1996, Fore-
word, XIII). In fact, most people categorise themselves and are classified by
others as “the gender congruent with biological sex”, and this reinforces the idea
that people consider human beings as either men or women. However, because of
“genetic or developmental abnormality”, “perceived gender” cannot be the same
with biological sex (Bristow, 1997, p. 281).

Thinking that the sexual object for a man is a woman and vice versa is
“beautifully reflected in the poetic fable which tells how the original human
beings were cut up into two halves —man and woman- and how these are always
striving to unite again in love”. However, although there are still many people
who believe in this poetic fable, no matter how much the unification of man and
woman sounds poetic, one cannot ignore the fact that “there are men whose sexual
object is a man and not a woman, and women whose sexual object is a woman
and not a man” (Freud, 1977, p. 46). As Bristow (1977) states, people are likely to
“class themselves and are categorised by others as the gender congruent with their
biological sex”, however this not the case (p. 281).

Although homosexuality is a phenomenon as Freud states, it is assumed to
be marginal in all societies, and also desired to be considered as a marginal
phenomenon having negative connotations (Spencer, 1996). However, in many
countries homosexuality has started to be regarded as a concept, which denotes
specific gender characteristics in the recent years. The fact that homosexual
identity has come to be acknowledged legally in some countries through gaining
legal rights such as getting married and adopting children reveals that bold steps

have been taken for the improvement of the social integration of homosexuals.
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In Turkey, homosexuality has been considered as deviation having
negative associations because of the cultural and historical reasons. For this
reason, it can be assumed that although their existence is not ignored,
homosexuals are considered to be a marginal group of people in Turkish society.
However, although homosexuals are a small and marginal group, it is observed
that they have recently started to establish organisations and assert themselves in
Turkey to state their demands to improve their living conditions.

Having these considerations and observations in mind, the subject matter
of this study is chosen as the press representations of homosexuality and
homosexuals in Turkey and the perception of this representation by the
homosexuals themselves.

Finally, the analysis of the media coverage of homosexuality will uncover
important clues about the deep-rooted viewpoints of the society on homosexuality
and homosexuals. Besides, learning how this media coverage is perceived and
evaluated by the homosexuals themselves will bring light to their consideration of
the viewpoint of the large segments of the society on them.

In order to reach these aims, all the news items such as news stories,
columns, interviews and articles, which are covered in the daily newspapers
published in Turkey, and which are classified as a category concerning
homosexuality and homosexuals in the Turkish Parliament library between
28.12.1998 and 15.6.2006 are scrutinised. Thus, following this introduction, in the
second chapter a general historical-theoretical account to frame the homosexuality
is given. The next chapter comprises the press account of homosexuality in
Turkey. It is followed by the interviews done with the participants and
commissioners of the gay organisations established in Turkey. In the conclusion

chapter, the findings of the analysis done for this study are revealed.



CHAPTER 2
FRAMING HOMOSEXUALITY

2.1. THE HETEROSEXIST LANGUAGE IN TURKEY

As the period of the study is quite long, between 28.12.1998 and 15.6.2006,
the analysis of the news items found in the archive of the Parliament Library
brings out the opportunity to make a general evaluation of the improvement of the
viewpoints on homosexuals through time. In addition, since the analysis of the
language of these news items is likely to reflect the viewpoint towards
homosexuals, it is a requirement to dig into the history of the heterosexist words
in Turkish dictionaries believing that these words will reflect the viewpoint of
Turkish society on the concept of homosexuality through time. For this reason, the
analysis of the words related to homosexuality that were published in the Turkish
dictionaries and compiled in the dictionary of Kaos GL is carried out.

The first Turkish dictionary was published in 1944 by the Turkish
Language Institution and now it is not available in the library of this institution.
The second edition of the same dictionary was prepared by Mehmet Ali Agakay
in 1955 and it does not include the words “gay,” “homosexual” and “lesbian.” It is
understandable that the dictionary edited in 1955 did not include the word “gay”
then because “gay” was not a word used commonly either in Turkey or in Europe.
Further, homosexuals were suppressed and homosexuality was banned all around
Europe until the gay activist movement started in the 1950s. Until the fourth
edition of the same dictionary was published in 1966, the word “homosexual” had
not been included in any of the editions of the Turkish dictionaries (Kaos GL
Sozliigii, 2000). However, interestingly, although the words “gay”, “homosexual”
and “lesbian” were not included in the second edition of the dictionary, which was
published in 1955, the meanings of the words such as “oglan”, “oglanci” and

“sevici” were included in the second edition as stated in Kaos GL Sozliigii (2000):



Oglan: Cinsel sapinca ugramis erkeklerin zevkine hizmet eden erkek ¢ocuk. (The
boy who is in the service of the sexually perverted men).

Oglanci: Etkin kalarak cinsel sapinca ugramis erkek. (The sexually perverted men
who remains active during sexual intercourse).

Sevici: Erkek yerine kadinla sevismek sapkisinda bulunan kadin. (The perverted
woman who has sexual intercourse with another woman instead of a man).

The word choice in the definitions of the words “oglan”, “oglanc1” and
“sevici” as mentioned above and the verb “sapmca ugramak” (to be sexually
perverted) in particular reflect the feel of contempt and despise for the
homosexuals. Furthermore, the definition of the word “sevici” reveals the idea
that only a perverted woman has sexual intercourse with another woman instead
of a man. The word “sapinca ugramak” (to be sexually perverted) that is
commonly used in the definitions as seen above is also defined in the Philosophy
(2000):

Sapkin: Dogru yoldan sapmis olan... Sapinca diisen anlamindadir. (a
person who has deviated from the right path).

Generally, according to Hangerlioglu, the word “sapkin” (perverted)
describes the people who go against the traditions and customs of the society they
live in. It is also used to describe the perversions because perversion means to go
against the traditions and customs of the society in general. Hangerlioglu goes on
to say that in scientific language, these perverted people are called homosexuals
(Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000). However, perversion is a more general concept than
homosexuality because it includes having sexual intercourse with small children,
dead people or animals, too (Freud, 1977).

The word “sapkinlik” means the state of being “sapkin” (perverted), and
going against religion (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000). It is also used instead of the word
“sapk1”. For instance, as stated in the dictionary of Kaos GL, the dictionary of the
Terminology of Psychology published by the Turkish Language Institution

defines perversion as “Ozellikle cinsel davrams alaninda topluma uygunsuz



bulunan yollara sapma durumu” (the state of deviation from the norms of the
society particularly in the field of sexuality) (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

However, as stated in the dictionary of Kaos GL, the dictionary of the
Terminology of Education published by the Turkish Language Institution defines
perversion as: “toplumun benimsedigi ahlak Olciileriyle siirekli olarak celisme
durumunda olma” (the state of being in constant conflict with the morals the
society adopted) (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000). The definition of “escinsellik”
(homosexuality) as “cinsel davranig alaninda toplumca uygunsuz bulunan yollara
sapma’” (the state of deviation from the norms of the society particularly in the
field of sexuality) is included in the third edition of the Turkish dictionary. There
was not still a proper definition of “escinsellik” (homosexuality) in the third
edition, which was edited by Mehmet Ali Agakay in 1959. The fourth edition of
the same Turkish dictionary was again edited by Mehmet Ali Agakay in 1966.
Although the word “escinsellik” (homosexuality) was not included in the
definition, the foreign synonym of it “homosexuality” was included for the first

time in a Turkish dictionary in 1966 as stated in Kaos GL Sozliigii (2000):

Homoseksiiel: Cinsel isteklerini kendi cinsinden olan kimseler {izerinde
yatistirmak huyunda olan (a person who is in the habit of satisfying his sexual

desires with the people of the same sex).

The word “sapiklik” (perversion) was not included in this definition of
homosexuality for the first time in the fourth edition of the dictionary. However,
the word “sevici” was used instead of the word “lesbian”. In fact, the word
“lesbian” does not even appear in any of the editions of the dictionary. The word
“sevici” was used repeatedly in the fifth and the sixth edition without any changes
in its definition. However, in the seventh edition, in 1983, the definition of
“sevici” was changed and the word “sevici” finally freed itself from being labelled
as “sapiklik” (perversion). In the former editions, the word “sevici” was described
as “erkek yerine kadinla sevismek sapkisinda bulunan kadin” (The perverted
woman who has sexual intercourse with another woman instead of a man) (Kaos

GL Sozliigii, 2000).



In the seventh edition, the word “sevici” was described as ‘“escinsel
kadin”. Like the definition of “sevici”, the definitions of the words of “oglan” and
“oglanc1” were changed in this edition. However, all of these changes were not
positive. For instance, the word “oglan” was described as “cinsel sapinca ugramis
erkeklerin zevkine hizmet eden” (The boy who is in the service of the sexually
perverted men) in the former editions, however in the new definition, the adjective
“sapik” (perverted) was added to the definition of “oglan” in order to define
“oglan”, which can be considered as a deterioration in the definition of “oglan”
(Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

On the other hand, although the word “oglanc1” (the sexually perverted
men who remains active during sexual intercourse) did not lose anything from its
meaning that “oglanci” is the person who remains active during the sexual
intercourse, at least the adjective “sapik” (perversion) was eliminated from the
definition of “oglanc1”. Furthermore, the word “oglanci” attained a new name:
“.... Escinsel aktif erkek...” and the synonymous words like “luti”, “kulampara”
were added to the definition. Finally, the word “escinsel” is only defined as
“homoseksiiel” (homosexual) in the seventh edition in 1983 and the word
“escinsel” (homosexual) was defined as a separate item for the first time as stated

in Kaos GL Sozliigii (2000):

Escinsel: Kendi cinsinden kimselerle cinsel iliskide bulunan kimse, homoseksiiel.
(A person who has sexual intercourse with the same sex, homosexual).
Escinsellik: Escinsel olma durumu, homoseksiiellik. (The state of being

“escinsel”’, homosexuality).

From 1983 onwards, the definition of “escinsel” (homosexual) as
mentioned above has been covered in various dictionaries. For instance, in the
dictionary of the Turkish Language Institution published in 1994 to be used in
schools, the definition of escinsel was given as it was given in the seventh edition
of the Turkish dictionary prepared by the same institution in 1983 (Kaos GL
Sozliigii, 2000).



The dictionaries that were not published by the Turkish Language
Institution, but published by different publishing houses, did not give the
definitions of homosexuality and homosexuals as the same as they were given in
the seventh edition of the Turkish dictionary published in 1983. For instance, in
the dictionary of Dergah Yayinlar1 (Dergah Publishing House) that was published
for middle and high schools, the definition covered in the dictionary of the
Turkish Language Institution for homosexuality was changed a little bit although
the meaning of the word was not distorted altogether (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

However, in another dictionary Temel Tiirkge Sozliik, which was prepared
by Kemal Demiray who was the head of the Turkish Language Institution
previously, the definition of the word “escinsel” was only given as “homoseksiiel”
without any further explanation. This can be considered as a way of giving the
definition without using the words that might be problematic and that might cause
negative reaction from the readers of the dictionary (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

Finally, when the word “escinsel” is looked up in the dictionary Tiirk Dili
Sozliigii, which was prepared by Orhan Hangerlioglu in 1992, the definition of the
word “homoseksiiel” (homosexual) cannot be found because Hancerlioglu thought
that his dictionary had to include only the words having original Turkish roots.
However, in his dictionary, Hangerlioglu did not refrain from using the definitions
of “oglan”, “oglanc1”, “oglancilik”, “sevici” and “sevicilik” (Kaos GL Sozliigii,
2000).

Up to 1990s, there seems to be a positive development in the definitions of
the words related to homosexuality and homosexuals particularly in the
dictionaries prepared by the Turkish Language Institution. For instance, the word
“sapiklik” (perversion) was not used in these definitions.

However, in 1995, a striking change occurred during the premiership of
Prof. Dr. Tansu Ciller when Nevzat Ayaz was the Minister of Education. A new
Turkish dictionary was published called “Ornekleriyle Tiirk¢e Sozliik” and in this
dictionary, the description of “escinsellik” was changed from ‘“homoseksiiellik”
(homosexuality) to “cinsi sapiklik” (perversion) (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

Although the word “sapiklik” (perversion) was eliminated from the

definitions of the words related to the homosexuality and homosexuals in the
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seventh edition of the Turkish dictionary published in 1983, the word “cinsi
sapiklik” (perversion) was added to the definitions of the words on homosexuality
and homosexuals in the time of Tansu Ciller in 1995. In addition, the word
“escinsel” (homosexual) was written as “es” and ‘“cinsel” separately, and the
definition of the word “homoseksiiel” (homosexual) was given as a separate item
in the dictionary published in this dictionary. What is more interesting about this
dictionary is that this dictionary was prepared by three academicians from Gazi
University, two people from the Ministry of Education and twelve Turkish

Language and Literature teachers (Kaos GL Sozliigii, 2000).

2.2. A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF HOMOSEXUALITY

Until the gay activist movement started in the 1950s, homosexuals were
oppressed and homosexuality was banned all around Europe. In London the
brothels, where homosexuals worked, were closed down in 1726. In Paris, in
Amsterdam, the constables caught homosexuals, who were called “sodomites” of
that time, and executed most of them. Many laws were passed one after another
against homosexuals (Bullough, 1993).

In the 1860s, the term “homosexual” and then, the term “heterosexual” as
the opposite of “homosexual” were coined in Germany by Karl Maria Kertbeny.
Kertbeny’s claims about the fact that many homosexuals are more masculine than
ordinary men and more decent than some heterosexuals, who are indulged in rape
and child abuse, were considered repulsive by the common people of his time.
Kertbeny tried hard to fight against the laws that had been passed to ban
homosexuality. However, he was not successful. Later on, doctors like Richard
von Krafft-Ebing adopted the term “homosexual” as a “diagnosis for mental
illness”, and asserted that homosexuals were born as people who had “normal”
sexual desires for the opposite sex, but later on turned to “homosexual liaisons for
perverted sexual thrills” (Spencer, 1996).

Krafft-Ebing’s “degeneracy theory” was influential until the beginning of
the 20™ century, and was welcomed by the majority of the common people of the

time until Freud’s theories on sexuality became influential (Spencer, 1996).
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The term “homosexual” was ultimately established by Sigmund Freud in
1915 when he used the term in the revised edition of his book On Sexuality: Three
Essays on the Theory of Sexuality and Other Works. Freud also regarded
homosexuality as normal sexuality between the opposite sexes. From this time
onwards, some doctors came to a common awareness that one’s sexuality is not
invariable but fluid (Freud, 1977). Later on, in 1990, queer theory was put forward
by Judith Butler, who asserted that gender should be regarded as fluid. Butler
refused the binary division between man and woman and claimed that one’s
gender is a cultural and social construction rather than being a fixed given thing.

In 1974, homosexuality was removed from the category of pathological
illness by the American Psychiatric Association, and since then such a dramatic
removal has raised certain doubts like how a kind of sexual behaviour can be
classified as “pathological” one day and not the next. As Bullough (1977) states,
no one can know how many other forms of sexual behaviour will be considered as
pathological and others as healthy. As Bullough (1977) alleges, part of the
difficulty is to decide whether a specific sexual activity still remains “confined to
a medical model of sexuality” which makes classifications of sexual activity as
healthy and others as pathological or not. Although this medical model has led to
the great advances in research, meanwhile, it is being challenged by new data
gathered by the social and behavioural scientists (p. 197).

This challenge from the social and behavioural sciences leads to a change
in attitudes towards sexuality in society as well. Although the medical model is
considered an improvement over the view that nonprocreative sexual behaviour is
sin, the social and behavioural insights are considered to have broadened the
vision that most sexual behaviour is seen as evidence of illness (Bullough, 1977,
p- 197). This challenge also causes the stigmatization of homosexuals as Becker

(1963) states,

Social groups create deviance by making the rules whose infraction
constitutes deviance, and by applying those rules to particular people and
labelling them as outsiders. From this point of view, deviance is not a
quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the

10



application by others of rules and sanctions to an “offender”. The deviant
is one to whom that label has successfully been applied; deviant behaviour
is behaviour that people so label (p. 9).

On the one hand, as Bristow (1997) states, “comparison and
differentiation” are crucial aspects of social groupings, and biological sex is
acknowledged as a “convenient emblem”, which helps the construction of “social
categories and gender groups” (p. 282).

On the other hand, as Bristow puts forward one reaches a sense of self-
awareness at a very early age, and a person’s formation of a “sense of self” is vital
(p. 283). Therefore, it is difficult to expect every individual to behave according to
the norms of his or her expected biological sex. Bern (1979) suggests that if a
society ascribes meaning to behaviour only by considering the biological sex
without considering the gender of a person, “the notions of masculinity and
femininity” stop having significance (as cited in Bristow, p. 282). In addition, as
all binary oppositions suggest, expecting one to behave in accordance with the
masculine and feminine roles is not natural, as these roles are not formed due to
“natural descriptions but cultural creations” (Lacey, 1988, p. 69).

However, as it is known that today, although gays are still stigmatised by a
considerable number of people even in the European and in North American
countries, they have gained certain rights like the right to live together officially
or to get married in some of these countries. For instance, same-sex marriage is
legal in countries like the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, and Canada and in
Massachusetts, The USA (http://www.1lga-europe.org)

On the other hand, homosexuality is still being condemned and punished
severely in Islamic societies. For instance, according to the International Lesbian
and Gay Association ILGA, today homosexuality is still considered as a legal
crime and homosexuals are given capital punishment at least in seven countries
such as Afghanistan, Iran, Mauritania, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Yemen.
Different from the living conditions of the homosexuals, who live in these
countries as mentioned, homosexuals are not legally punished or condemned
directly as long as they do not come out of the closet in Turkey (http://www.1lga-

europe.org)
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However, although there are many positive changes in the way gays are
treated, and the legal rights they have attained in Europe and North America, gays
are still considered to be deviants or outsiders in Turkey. In fact, when the living
conditions of homosexuals living at the time of the Ottomans are considered, it is
seen that since the time of the Ottomans, there have not been much improvement
on gay rights in Turkey.

When the phases homosexuality has been through are considered in
Turkey, it is necessary to dig into the period of the Ottoman Empire, which was
founded in 1299 and ruled until the foundation of the Turkish Republic in 1923.
At the time of the Ottomans, some of the sultans had affairs with “boys”, who not
only served the sultans at palaces but also at war times, when the sultans were far
away from home. At “hamams”, which are the traditional Turkish baths, the
“tellaks”, the young boys who helped men have a bath, also served them as male
prostitutes. In Divan Literature, which might be considered the Ottoman
Literature, there were many poems describing the beauty of young boys or their
boy lovers (Bardak¢i, 1993). To sum up, homosexual relationships were not
banned or punished at the time of the Ottomans. However, homosexuality was
regarded as a taboo after the 1840s, the declaration of Tanzimat Fermani, which
included many political reforms of the time (Bardakci, 1993).

Even though the homosexuals were not confronted with a lot of
antagonism and prejudice against them during the time of the Ottomans (Ze’evi,
20006), today they are fiercely criticised and discriminated in various parts of the
world. For instance, when their homosexuality comes out, homosexuals end up
losing their jobs and they face isolation from the society. Therefore, in order to
fight with the difficulties they confront with and to gain certain legal rights,

homosexuals established gay organisations in Turkey.

2.3. METHODOLOGY

This study is based on the empirical analysis of the media coverage of the
representation of homosexuals and homosexuality in the Turkish Press. As

empirical observations are based on real and comprehensive phenomena, both
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quantitative and qualitative research may be empirical. Therefore, both content
and textual analysis will be used as the framework of this study.

As Berelson (1952) states, “content analysis is a research technique for the
objective, systematic, and quantitative description of the manifest content of
communication” (p. 18). Accordingly, certain characteristics in the publications of
each newspaper analysed for the study are identified to make inferences
systematically and objectively. In doing this, tables showing the distribution of the
coverage of each of the newspaper analysed on homosexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals between 1998 and 2006 are prepared by making use of content
analysis.

In this study, the newspapers such as Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal, Posta,
Aksam, Sabah, Cumhuriyet, Star, Giines, Takvim, Diinya, Gozcii and Yeni Astr are
regarded as liberal, and some of which as left leaning. The newspapers such as
Akit, Milli Gazete, Yeni Asya, Anayurt, Tiirkiye, Yeni Safak, Diinden Bugiine
Terciiman, Vakit and Zaman are considered as conservative or Islamic
newspapers.

It is thought that the news items on homosexuals in the Turkish Daily
Press are likely to be few in number as homosexuals are considered a marginal
group of people in Turkey. Therefore, the period chosen for the research done in
the archive of the Parliament Library, where the news items on homosexuality and
homosexuals are kept as a special category is long.

First of all, the news items of the newspapers mentioned above are
classified as the ones having favourable-positive connotations, the ones having
unfavourable-negative connotations, and also as the ones having indifferent-
neutral connotations, and then tables are prepared to show this classification.
Through these tables, the explanations and evaluations of the general features of
the media coverage of homosexuality and homosexuals are analysed, and thus a
general perspective on this coverage in Turkey is tried to be revealed. Further, the
difference between the approaches of these newspapers on homosexuality and
homosexuals are tried to be brought out by comparing the media coverage of the

newspapers having different leanings.
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For the second level of the study, an extensive textual analysis is carried
out by analysing the news, evaluations and discussions regarding three common
events covered in most of the newspapers scrutinised for the study. Thus, a more
accurate and detailed account of the media representation of homosexuality and
homosexuals is revealed. In this way, the comparative analysis of the same event
in the newspapers having different stances is carried out.

As a part of the analysis of the press representations of homosexuality and
homosexuals in Turkey, in-depth interviews are conducted with the people who
define themselves as homosexual to find out their viewpoint on the portrayal of
themselves in the media.

Although the main concern of this study is to reveal the press
representations of homosexuality and homosexuals in Turkey through the analysis
of the news items, the newspaper coverage of the news items on transvestites and
transsexuals is also investigated. In this way, the reason why certain newspapers
covered the news stories and columns on transvestites and transsexuals, while
some others never covered anything, or just preferred to cover columns rather
than news stories is explored too, as this is quite significant for the outcomes of
the study.

First, the news items covered in the newspapers mentioned above are
categorised as the news items having favourable-positive connotations, the ones
having indifferent-neutral connotations, and as the ones having unfavourable-
negative connotations. The news items reflecting the criticism about the bad
treatment towards gays, criticising the negative comments made about gays, the
news items on gay rights, and also the news items throwing light on the problems
gays confront with are considered as the news items having favourable-positive
connotations. Therefore, these news items are categorised as the news items
having positive viewpoint in the tables that show the distribution of the coverage
of each of the newspaper analysed for the study.

The news items including four-letter, insulting and slang words to refer to
homosexuals, statements including severe criticism on homosexuals or criticism
of the liberal attitude of certain journalists and columnists on homosexuals are

classified as the news items having favourable-positive connotations.
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The news items, which do not include any negative criticism on gays and
insulting adjectives describing gays are considered as the news items having
indifferent-neutral connotations.

As Fairclough (1995) states, textual analysis means the analysis of “the
texture of texts, their form and organisation” as well as the commentaries on the
“content” of the texts (p. 4). In this study, the textual analysis of the news items,
which were found by the research done in the archive of the Turkish Parliament
library where there is the category of the news items on homosexuality and
homosexuals are conducted. While doing this analysis, the news texts are
analysed at the syntactic and the semantic basis.

The textual analysis of the news items is at the core of this study because
“our ways of talking do not neutrally reflect our world, identities and social
relations but, rather, play an active role in creating and changing them” (Philips,
2002, p. 1) as Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s discourse theory, critical
discourse analysis, and discursive psychology suggest.

According to Van Dijk (1988), it is important to do structural analysis of
news items and “such an analysis should provide a qualitative alternative to
traditional methods of content analysis” (Preface). As Van Dijk states, the usual
linguistic, grammatical analysis of news language should be examined as well as
the “important notions of topic and news schema because they represent the
“overall content and the conventional form of news reports” (Preface).

As Van Dijk (1988) goes on to say, the syntactic style is the micro-
structural characteristics of news, and the syntax is the use of grammatical
structures of the sentences of a text. The syntactic analysis of the news is the
choice of the words and the terms in the news text as well as the structures of the
sentences used. Van Dijk considers the syntactic analysis as a part of micro-
structural analysis, which also includes the lexical choices, the rhetorical devices
and the local coherence (As cited in Inal, 1992).

As a matter of fact, being a part of the news syntax, the lexical choices,
that is the choice of the words and phrases used in the news text, help the reporter
or the columnist reveal his point of views as well as the newspaper for he or she

works. Furthermore, the rhetorical devices such as the use of percentages,
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numbers, comments of charts and direct and indirect quotations from the
interviewees’ speeches make the news story more believable (Inal, 1992). Thus,
just like the use of lexical choices, the rhetorical devices lead the reader to believe
in the news story. In other words, both lexical choices and rhetorical devices turn
the news stories into a persuasive narrative. Therefore, even if the reporter does
not bring forth his/her views on the events of the news story explicitly, his/her
judgements and evaluations are reflected by the lexical choices he has made while
preparing the news story. Sometimes, the reporters express their views explicitly,
and through their lexical choice, they try to reinforce their views, and thus
persuade the reader into considering the events the way they are used to
considering (Van Dijk, 1988).

Van Dijk (1988) indicates that there is a bond among the sentences in a
text. In other words, the sentences of a text belong together, and this is called the
local coherence in a news text, which comes from the relations between the
propositions and sentences. The fact of the second sentence in a text may be used
as an explanation or justification of the first sentence or the second sentence may
not only give an explanation or justification but also may add correction, or
something contradictory to the first sentence.

On the other hand, semantics, which deal with the macro-structure (the
overall meaning) of the news texts such as the topics and main themes, is taken
into consideration to a certain extent while doing the textual analysis of the news
texts analysed for this study.

As Van Dijk (1988) suggests the headline precedes the lead, and the lead
that precedes the rest of the news story, together give the reader the summary of
the story. He goes on to say that each news story is composed of situation and
comments. Each situation is composed of main events and their consequences,
context on circumstances and previous events, and lastly, background including
context and history. Each comment implies verbal reactions and conclusions
covering expectations and evaluations. While doing the textual analysis of the
news items, the structure of the news items of the newspapers analysed for this

study is taken into consideration, too.
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Subsequently, while doing the textual analysis of the news texts, the
reason of “the case of absences from texts” is also questioned (Fairclough, 1995,
p- 5). As Fairclough states textual analysis gives very good insights about “what is
in a text”, but “what is absent from a text” is quite significant too (p. 5).

To sum up, the textual analysis of the news items are done by considering
the macro-structures such as the topics, main themes as well as the micro-
structures of the news texts such as the syntactic analysis of the news, the lexical

choices, the rhetorical devices and the local coherence in this study.
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CHAPTER 3

THE MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE TURKISH
PRESS BETWEEN 1998 AND 2006

In this study, the coverage of two hundred and two news items on
homosexuals, transvestites and transsexuals between the dates of 1998-2006 are
classified as news stories, columns, interviews and articles in this study by content
analysis as shown in the tables below. The findings of the content analysis of the
coverage of these twenty-two newspapers analysed for the study display the
general pattern of the presentation of each newspaper. These news stories,
columns, interviews and articles analysed for the study are also categorised as the
news items having favourable-positive connotations, as the ones having
unfavourable-negative connotations, and as the ones having indifferent-neutral
connotations.

The news items having favourable-positive connotations are named as the
news items reflecting a positive viewpoint, the ones having unfavourable-negative
connotations are named as the news items reflecting a negative viewpoint and the
ones having indifferent-neutral connotations are named as the news items

reflecting a neutral viewpoint as shown in the tables below.
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TABLE 1

HURRIYET

MILLIiYET

RADIKAL

POSTA

%

Ng.V. | %

Nt.V.

%

%

Ng.V.

% Nt.V.

%

%

Ng.V.

%

Nt. V.

%

P.V.

%

Ng.V. | %

Nt.V.

%

Num. of the
news stories
on gays

5.5

2 3.7

28

51.8

8.8

1

29 14

41

25.8

Num. of the
columns on

£ays

14.8

14.7

48.4

100

Num. of the
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

9.2

5.9

8.8

32

Num. of the
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

1.8

Num. of the
interviews on

gays

1.8

1.8

Num. of the
interviews on
transvestites
&transsexuals

3.7

Num. of the
articles on

£ays

1.8

2.9

22.6

Num. of the
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total number

14

25.7

4 74

36

66.5

11

323

17.6 17

49.8

30

96.8

32

100

P.V: Positive Viewpoint

Ng.V:

Negative Viewpoint

Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE 11

AKSAM

SABAH

CUMHURIYET

Num. of the
news stories
on gays

P.V.

%

Ng.V.

%
11.7

Nt.V.

%
23.5

%
10

Ng.V.

% | Nt.V. | %
- 3 30

%
15.3

Ng.V.

%

Nt.V.
3

%
23.1

Num. of the
columns on

£ays

17.6

5.8

50

53.8

Num. of the
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

29.4

Num. of the
interviews on

gays

Num. of the
interviews on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the
articles on

£ays

Num. of the
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

7.7

Total Num.

10

58.7

41

60

10

76.8

23.1

P.V: Positive Viewpoint

Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint

Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE III

STAR GUNES TAKVIM

PV.[ % | NgV.| %[ NtV.[% |PV.| % |[NgV.|[%]|NtV.[ % |PV.|[%|NgV.|[%|NtV. | %

Num. of the - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 50
news stories
on gays

Num. of the - - - - - - 1 100 - - - - - B B B - _
columns on

gays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 50
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - B B B B _ _ _ _
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - B B B B _ _ _ _
interviews on

gays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B - - - _ _ _
interviews on
transvestites

&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B B B _ _ _ _
articles on

£ays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B - - - _ _ _
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total Num. - - - - 1 100 1 100 - - - - - - - - 2 100

P.V: Positive Viewpoint Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE IV

DUNYA GOzZCU YENI ASIR

PV.[% |[NgV.|% |NtV.[% |PV.| % |NgV.| % |NtV.| % |PNV.| % |NgV.|%|Nt.V.| %

Num. of the - - - - - - 1 50 - - 1 50 - - - - 1 333
news stories
on gays

Num. of the 1 100 - - - - - - - - - - 2 66.6 - - - -
columns on

£ays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - B B B - - _ _ _
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - B B B - - _ _ _
interviews on

gays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - B B B B B _ _ _
interviews on
transvestites

&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
articles on

£ays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total Num. 1 100 - - - - 1 50 - - 1 50 2 66.6 - - 1 333

P.V: Positive Viewpoint Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE V

AKIT

MILLi GAZETE

YENIi ASYA

P.V.

%

Ng.V. | %

Nt. V.

%

P.V.

%

Ng.V.

% Nt. V.

%

P.V.

%

Ng.V. | %

Nt. V.

%

Num. of the
news stories
on gays

4

36 -

Num. of the
columns on

£ays

3 100

54.5 -

1 100

Num. of the
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the
interviews on

gays

Num. of the
interviews on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the
articles on

£ays

Num. of the
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total Num.

3 100

11

100 -

1 100

P.V: Positive Viewpoint

Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint

Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE VI

ANAYURT TURKIYE YENIi SAFAK

PV.| % | NgV.| % |NtV.| % |PV.[% |[NgV.|% |NtV.[% |PV.| % |[NgV.[% | NLV. [ %

Num. of the - - 1 100 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
news stories
on gays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - 6 100 - - - - 1 50 - -
columns on

£ays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 50
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B - - - _ _ _
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B - - _ _ _ _
interviews on

gays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - B B - B B _ _ _ _
interviews on
transvestites

&transsexuals

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - B B - B B _ _ _ _
articles on

£ays

Num. of the - - - - - - - - - - - B - - - _ _ _
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total Num. - - 1 100 - - - - 6 100 - - - - 1 50 1 50

P.V: Positive Viewpoint Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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TABLE VII

DUNDEN BUGUNE TERCUMAN

VAKIT

ZAMAN

P.V.

%

Ng.V.

%

Nt. V.

%

P.V.

%

NgV. | %

Nt. V.

%

P.V.

%

Ng.V. | %

Nt. V.

%

Num. of the
news stories
on gays

1 333

333

Num. of the
columns on

£ays

50

Num. of the
news stories
on
transvestites&
transsexuals

Num. of the
columns on
transvestites
&transsexuals

50

Num. of the
interviews on

gays

Num. of the
interviews on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Num. of the
articles on

£ays

1 333

Num. of the
articles on
transvestites
&transsexuals

Total Num.

50

50

2 100

2 66.6

333

P.V: Positive Viewpoint

Ng.V: Negative Viewpoint

Nt.V: Neutral Viewpoint
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As it is seen from the tables above, seventy-eight news stories, columns,
interviews and articles that were covered in Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal, Posta,
Sabah, Cumhuriyet, Giineg, Diinya, Gozcii, Yeni Asir, have a positive viewpoint.
Forty-eight news items out of two hundred and two news items that were covered
in all twenty-two newspapers analysed for the study have a negative viewpoint,
and seventy-six items have a neutral viewpoint.

In contrast, there are not any news items reflecting a positive point of view
in Aksam, Star, Takvim, Akit, Milli Gazete, Yeni Asya, Anayurt, Tiirkiye, Yeni
Safak, Diinden Bugiine Terciiman, Vakit and Zaman in the period of the study
done in the classified category concerning homosexuality and homosexuals in the
Turkish Parliament library.

The total number of the news items on homosexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals covered in twenty-two newspapers analysed in this study is fifty four
in Hiirriyet, thirty four in Milliyet, thirty one in Radikal, two in Posta, seventeen
in Akgam, ten in Sabah, thirteen in Cumhuriyet, one in Star, one in Giines, two in
Takvim, one in Diinya, two in Gozcii, three in Yeni Asir, three in Akit, eleven in
Milli Gazete, one in Yeni Asya, one in Anayurt, six in Tiirkiye, two in Yeni Safak,
two in Diinden Bugiine Terciiman, two in Vakit and three in Zaman respectively
as shown in the tables above.

Of all the newspapers analysed, Hiirriyet (see Table I) devoted the most
space to the news items on homosexuals, transvestites and transsexuals, whereas
Star (see Table III), Giines (see Table III), Diinya (see Table IV), Yeni Asya (see
Table V), Anayurt (see Table VI) devoted the least space.

Hiirriyet, which is one of the leading newspapers of the popular press,
covered more news on homosexuals than all the other newspapers analysed in the
period of the study because fifty-four news items on homosexuals are covered in
Hiirriyet, and this is the highest coverage among all the other newspapers.
Furthermore, the news stories outnumber the columns, which are written to shape
the opinions of the reader. Thirty-three news stories out of forty news stories, and
all three articles reflect a neutral viewpoint.

In addition, in these news stories having a neutral viewpoint, the basic

principles of the objectivity in journalism are not violated. A news story should be
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written according to the principles of objectivity with the aim of presenting a
piece of information as accurate, up-to-date, comprehensible, interesting and
important to the readers (Wilson, 1996). Apart from the thirty-three news stories
reflecting a neutral point of view, eight columns reflect a positive viewpoint on
gays, and one column reflects a positive viewpoint on transvestites and
transsexuals. 66.5 % of all the news items covered in Hiirriyet reflect a neutral
point of view on homosexuals, and 25.7 % of all the news items reflect a positive
point of view. By looking at these ratios and numbers, the general stance of
Hiirriyet on homosexuality can be considered liberal.

As in Hiirriyet, the news stories in Milliyet outnumber the columns, and of
all the twenty-seven news stories, seventeen reveal a neutral point of view in
Milliyet. There are five columns, which reveal a positive point of view on
homosexuals. There is also an article, which is composed of seven parts and
published on five different days of the same. This article is the longest one among
all the other articles covered in Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Radikal.

Radikal has a different stance than all the other liberal newspapers because
only the number of the columns on homosexuals in Radikal outnumbers the
number of the news stories. In addition, the ratio of the columns covered in
Radikal has the highest ratio with 48.4 % in all the newspapers analysed for this
study. Out of all thirty-one news items covered in Radikal, fifteen columns reflect
a positive point of view on homosexuals. What is more, all the eight news stories
on homosexuals reveal a positive viewpoint, too. There is only one news story
reflecting a neutral viewpoint, and that is on transvestites.

Besides, different from the other liberal newspapers, Radikal covered the
highest number of the articles, which is seven, and all of them reflect a positive
point of view. These articles, which are analysed in the following parts of this
study also confirm that the content of these articles are quite different from the
ones covered in Hiirriyet and Milliyet.

In Aksam, 58.7 % of all the news items reflect a negative point of view
(See Table II). There are only two news stories revealing a negative viewpoint
covered on homosexuals in Aksam. All the other news items are opinion columns,

and most of them are written by the same columnist. In addition, five out of eight
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columns are on transvestites, which are likely to have been written to attract the
reader’s attention more to the columns.

In Sabah, 60 % of all the news items on homosexuality are positive, and
40 % is negative (See Table II). However, considering that between 1998 and
2006, there are only ten news items covered on homosexuals, it is possible to state
that Sabah does not attach much importance to the news on homosexuals.

Cumhuriyet, which has a social democratic leaning as its general policy, is
one of the major political newspapers in Turkey. In this sense, it is not likely for
Cumhuriyet to reserve a lot of space for the news on gays. There are thirteen news
items on homosexuals covered in the period of this study, and seven columns
reflect a positive point of views on gays.

In Posta, Star, Giines, Takvim, Diinya, Gozcii, Yeni Asir, Yeni Asya,
Anayurt, Yeni Safak, Diinden Bugiine Terciiman, and Zaman, there is not
sufficient number of news items on homosexuals, transvestites or transsexuals,
which can be analysed in the period of this study to get reliable findings. As
reliability is the extent to which a measuring procedure gives the same results “on
repeated trials”, a measure is not valuable and should not be considered while
doing the research if it can be conducted only once or twice or only by one
particular person (Neundorf, 2002, p. 112).

Therefore, considering that the insufficient coverage of the news items of
these newspapers will not yield valid and reliable findings of the analysis
conducted for this study, the textual analysis of the news items as mentioned
above newspapers are not done.

There are only two columns on homosexuals in Posta (see Table I), one
column on homosexuals in Giines (see Table III), one news story on homosexuals
and one on transvestites in Takvim (see Table III), one column on homosexuals in
Diinya (see Table IV), two news stories on homosexuals in Gdzcii (see Table 1V),
one news story and two columns on homosexuals in Yeni Asir (see Table 1V),
three columns on homosexuals in Akit (see Table V), one column on homosexuals
in Yeni Asya (see Table V), one news story on homosexuals in Anayurt (see Table
VI), one news story on transvestites and transsexuals and one column on

homosexuals in Yeni Safak (see Table VI), one column on homosexuals and one
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on transvestites and transsexuals in Diinden Bugiine Terciiman (see Table VII),
one news story and one column on homosexuals in Vakit (see Table VII), two
news stories and one article on homosexuals in Zaman (see Table VII).

By looking at the insufficient coverage of the news items mentioned
above, only the news items on homosexuals or on transsexuals and transvestites in
the conservative newspapers such as Akit, Milli Gazete, Tiirkiye and Vakit are
analysed.

Although Akit, Milli Gazete, Tiirkiye and Vakit are chosen for the analysis,
there are few news items covered on homosexuals in these newspapers during the
period of this study between 1998 and 2006 (see Table V, VI and VII). This
indicates that these newspapers do not want to reserve much space for such news
for some reasons. The columnists of these newspapers clearly point out that the
existence of homosexuals should be ignored altogether as devoting some space to
the news on gays can lead the reader into normalising being gay. This will be
understood by looking into the content of these news items in detail in the
following parts of this study. Interestingly, there are not any news stories on gays
in Akit and Tiirkiye. There are only a few opinion columns on gays in these
newspapers.

Besides, although the number of the news items covered on gays in Akit is
very few, the news items covered in this newspaper are analysed too. Akit and
Vakit can be regarded as the same newspaper since the name of Akit was changed
into Vakit in order not to be sued because of the court cases opened against them.
However, the distribution of the different types of news texts on gays, transvestites and
transsexuals of these newspapers are shown separately in Table V and VII.

As already stated, the way the news items represents homosexuality and
homosexuals has an impact and a function over the reproduction of the common
thoughts and prejudices on homosexuality in the society. Therefore, the textual
analysis of the news items, which are considered to be reflecting the ideological

approach of the newspapers analysed for this study are examined.
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3.1. THE ANALYSIS OF THE COVERAGE OF THE THREE
COMMON EVENTS

While probing into the textual analysis of the news coverage, a special
consideration is given to comparisons as to the coverage of the same events in
different newspapers. Further, the findings of the textual analysis along with the
findings of the content analysis conducted on all the news items chosen for the
study are evaluated and interpreted together.

The extensive textual analysis is carried out by analysing the news,
evaluations and discussions considering three common events covered in most of
the newspapers analysed for the study in order to reveal a more accurate and
detailed account of the media representation of homosexuality and homosexuals.
In this way, the way the comparative analysis of the same event is reflected in the
newspapers having different stances is conducted. The textual analysis of the
following events are done respectively: The coverage of Kusadasi events, the
coverage of the proposal of the new regulations on transvestites and the
suggestion of the acknowledgement of the third sex in relation to this proposal
and the coverage of the news on Tarkan’s sexuality.

First, the news stories and columns covering Kusadasi events are analysed,
as gays are first mentioned commonly in most of the newspapers analysed in this
study after these events broke out. For this reason, all the news items on Kusadasi
events are analysed in Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal and Sabah respectively.

In Hiirriyet, the first news story on homosexuals was covered on
07.09.2000 after eight hundred gay tourists were not allowed to go on a tour in
Kusadasi on 06.09.2000. The headline of this news story, “800 Escinsel
Kusadasi’na Sokulmadi”, (Fight hundred gays were not allowed to enter
Kusadasi) gives the reader the summary of the news story (Hiirriyet 07.09.2000).
The headline is in the form of a full sentence and gives the reader factual
information without attempting to be sensational on purpose as the news is
already sensational itself. Throughout this news item, every single detail about the
event is given. For instance, the reader can learn that eight hundred tourists came

from Israel by a ship named Olympic Voyager, which belongs to Tura Ship
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Tourism Agency yesterday (06.09.2000). The questions, which are required to be
asked during the preparation of a news story like “what-why-where-when-who-
how”, are answered clearly in this news story. In addition, the reactions of the
organizer of the tour, the tour guides and the local tradesmen of Kusadasi are
given either by quotation marks or by indirect speech.

The same news story about the arrival of gay tourists to Kusadasi was
covered on 07.09.2000 in Milliyet, too. The content of this news story is not
different from the one covered in Hiirriyet. That is, the news item includes the
main events and the necessary contextual information on the circumstances with
direct and indirect quotations reflecting the evaluations and judgements of the
events. As Keeble (1994) states, no “overt comment” is inserted into the news
story by the reporters and there should be no relaxed, subjective, conversational
element to the news text (p. 99).

However, even if the news text does not include any subjective remark or
implication, as Van Dijk (1988) argues, it is clear that a specific bias affects the
selection and arrangement of sources and facts (as cited in Keeble, 1994, p. 99).
That is why although some news stories are covered in some newspapers; in some
others, these news stories are not even mentioned, as observed in this study when
the news stories in the conservative newspapers are analysed.

When all the news stories on Kusadasi events that are covered in Hiirriyet
are examined, it comes to surface that these news stories are only critical of the
wrong treatment of the gay tourists in Kugsadasi particularly on the basis that it is
irrational to miss the opportunity of squeezing a lot of money out of these gay
tourists. After the news stories on Kusadasi events are published in Hiirriyet,
columnists like Emin Colagan and Enis Berberoglu make comment in their
columns. However, there is no difference between the main concern of these
columns and the news stories on Kusadasi events since these columns are mainly
structured on the idea that by refusing to give permission to this big group of gay
tourists to take a tour in Kusadasi, Turkey missed a great opportunity to make
money.

In his column entitled “Bay Bagkan!” (The head of the Supreme Court!)
Colasan (Hiirriyet, 08.09.2000) refers to Sami Selguk, the head of the Supreme

31



Court of the time, and provides comment on his expected speech to be done at the
opening of the new legislation year. However, Colasan devotes the second half of
his column to his comments on the events happened in Kusadasi. He gives
information about the existence of a naked Greek island, almost without any trees,
Mikonos under the subheading of “Onlar ve Biz”; “They and We”. He alleges that
this naked island has been turned into “a paradise for homosexuals and naked
people”. By using this strong metaphor, Colasan goes on to say that while Greece
makes a lot of money, we (the Turks) send the gay tourists away from Kusadast.
What Colasan strongly emphasizes is the fact that we miss a great chance of
making a lot of money from the gay tourists. He finishes his column with a
rhetorical question: “for what purpose, in the name of what do we say ‘stuff your
money, we do not need it’? Out of morals, stupidity or primitiveness? ”

In his column entitled “Kili¢ kalkan ruhu savunmada”, like Colasan,
Berberoglu (Hiirriyet, 08.09.2000) highlights the wrongness of the treatment of
the gay tourists in Kusadasi, too. The heading of the column is quite ironic as it
refers to the wrong treatment of gay tourists in Kusadasi and makes fun of this
treatment. Since columns mainly reflect the comments and judgements and the
opinions of the columnist, as it is expected, the heading is judgemental and
reflects an emotional evaluation of the factual events happened in Kusadasi.
Throughout the column, Berberoglu’s choice of words and phrases contribute to
strengthen the thematic and emotional emphasis of his column. For instance, he
identifies the wrong treatment of the gay tourists with Turkey’s modernity
problem. He expresses his wish in the first paragraph of his column. Berberoglu
states that, “after going to bed one night, I wish we (referring to the people of his
country) could wake up being civil and modern in the following morning”.

Berberoglu also adds that he himself is aware of the fact that it is not
possible for a country to make up for the lost time and turn into a modern country
by a rapid change. Like Colasan, Berberoglu considers what happened in
Kusadas1 as primitiveness. However, different from Colasan, Berberoglu states
that as opposed to the state, the citizens have been missing the richness that the
differences create for a long time. In addition, Berberoglu does not even mention

the fact that Turkey has thrown away the opportunity of making money by
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sending the gay tourists out of Kusadasi. Berberoglu does not also mention
anything about the gay rights directly. However, he pointed out clearly that unlike
the state and the police, which did not allow the gay tourists to visit the tourist
attractions as well as a sacred place according to their religion, the local people
did not want to send the gay tourists away. According to Berberoglu, that is what
is important.

In Milliyet, Ulagay (09.09.2000) only refers to the events that happened in
Kusadas1 with a few words. He does not express his opinions explicitly. From his
remarks, the reader can infer that Ulagay is critical of what happened in Kusadasi
but Ulagay’s main aim in writing this column is not to criticize the treatment of
gay tourists in particular or to attract the reader’s attention to gay rights. In fact,
he does not even mention anything about gay rights. In his column, Ulagay is
critical of many different decisions made on issues like the sale of Tiirk Telekom
and the prohibition of the meeting that is to be done in Canakkale by the
association of the citizens of Helsinki. Probably that is why he named his column
as “Kahramanlar” (Heroes). By using verbal irony, Ulagay refers to the people as
heroes who have made wrong decisions lately about different issues, which he
disapproves.

Like Ulagay’s column, Kohen’s column published in Milliyet (09.09.2000)
includes criticism of the fact that the gay tourists were expelled in Kusadasi.
However, similar to Ulagay’s column, Kohen’s column, entitled ““Yukarndakiler
asagidakiler...” (The ones at the top, the ones at the bottom...) does not give the
reader the sense that Kohen wrote this column to refer to the gay rights or to be
critical of the wrong treatment of gay tourists in Kusadasi. His column is about
the events, which caused Turkey to be criticized in the international arena.
However, the reader can also infer from Kohen’s remarks about the events
happened in Kusadas1 that he feels very uneasy as Kohen does not refrain from
expressing his criticism about the wrong treatment of gays as they were expelled
from Kusadasi. Kohen thinks his country faced shame and embarrassment in the
eyes of America and Member of the European Union Countries because the

tourists were expelled in Kusadasi. Therefore, even though Kohen’s column does
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not include any criticism on gays, it does not include anything to defend the gay
rights explicitly, either.

Both in Hiirriyet and Milliyet, the columns written about the fact that the
gay tourists were expelled in Kusadasi are more or less similar to one another.
However, in Hiirriyet (10.09.2000) the content of Bardak¢i’s column “Bilinen ilk
gay kuliibii Deli Birader’in hamamiydi” (The first known gay club was Deli
Birader’s hamam) is different from the ones written on the same events before.
Bardakci provides the reader with information on Cevdet Pasha’s work,
“Maruzat”. In “Maruzat”, the specific details about the sexual preference of the
common people as well as the prominent men like Kamil and Ali Pasha who were
known to be homosexuals, and who used to hold important positions in the
government are illustrated.

Bardake1 does not refrain from using terms like “kulampara” and “oglanc1”
in his column to depict the fact that men used to prefer to have sex with young
boys before the Kirim War in 1984, before the period of Tanzimat. Bardak¢i feeds
in the reader with this interesting information, which has been probably unknown
to most of them, and thus creates the context for the reader by providing them
with a background on the subject. He then relates this information with the events
happened in Kusadasi and states that one of the oldest formations, which is similar
to a gay club, as it is known today, was active in Istanbul. Bardakg: criticizes the
events happened in Kusadas1 more harshly than the other columnists of Hiirriyet
and Milliyet. In order to condemn the events happened in Kusadasi, he uses
striking similes and phrases such as “we (referring to the police that expelled the
gay tourists) managed to thrown them into the sea”.

Bardakgi goes on giving the reader a detailed background information by
giving the reader information about an old poet named Mehmet Gazali, who was
born in 1466 in Bursa and who opened a Turkish bath. Bardakc1 states that this
bath later on turned out to be a meeting place for gays. Having been expelled from
Kusadasi, the gay tourists were welcomed in Istanbul with Turkish delight and red
carpets that were laid on the streets to congratulate the arrival of the gay tourists

to Istanbul. In his column, Bardakci also reserves a lot of space for this
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contradiction. In this way, his column is different from the other columns written
on Kusadasi events by the other Hiirriyet and Milliyet columnists.

Although the proprietor of Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal and Posta is the
same, the content of the news stories published in each of these newspapers are
different from one another. For instance, the news stories, which include every
single detail of the events on the gay tourists who went to Kusadasi for a tour,
were published in Hiirriyet and Milliyet as mentioned before. However, there is
only one news story on the gay tourists in Radikal, and this story does not cover
much of the details of the Kusadasi events. The lead of this news story entitled,
“Gay turizmi iilke biitgcesi gibi” (Gay tourism 1s like the whole budget of the
country), is composed of compound-complex sentences, which serve as the
summary of the news item (Radikal, 09.09.2000).

The first paragraph of the news story also covers information about the
share of the gay tourists out of the worldwide tourist incomes with numbers, and
repeats some of the information already presented in the rest of the text.

However, the rest of the news item also gives new information by using
rhetorical devices such as the results of a survey conducted, and the comments
made about the survey using percentages and numbers. The news story underlines
the fact that gays and lesbians spent 47.3 billion dollars in 1999, which makes 10
% of the whole tourist incomes of the year. All these statistical results given as
well as the lexical choices made in the news text and the headline make the news
story more believable, and thus stress the significance of welcoming gay tourists.
Unlike the news stories published in Hiirriyet and Milliyet, this news story
published in Radikal does not give the details of the Kusadas1 event. However, the
most important concern of this news story is to put the emphasis on the
opportunity of making a huge amount of money by rejecting the coming of the
gay tourists to Kusadasi persuasively.

After the gay tourists were expelled in Kusadasi, four columns in Radikal
were published. Sahin (Radikal, 08.09.2000) begins his column “Cagdas
duyarliklar” (Contemporary sensitivities) by using critical expressions and
statements such as “Kusadasi got into a pickle this time!”, “This time Kusadasi is

done for!” and “Now we can hang up the signpost ‘closed’ on the door!”, without
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giving the details of the events happened in Kusadasi. Sahin provides the
necessary background information for the reader by informing them about what
the authorities of an American baseball club did in America to be forgiven by the
homosexuals after two women homosexuals, who were kissing during the match,
were sent out of the stadium. The authorities gave free tickets to five thousand
homosexuals for a match in order to be forgiven. Having expressed that even if
somebody says something, which is related to sexism or discrimination by
mistake, their political career ends in America, Sahin ends his column by giving
other examples using certain metaphors to point out the punishments given to
people who discriminate people.

Throughout his column, Sahin makes use of compound and compound-
complex sentences, and he severely criticizes what happened to the gay tourists in
Kusadasi using certain expressions and metaphors.

Another Radikal columnist Alkan starts his column “Trajik ve komik”
(Tragical and comical) by quoting philosophical statements by Herman Hesse in
order to emphasize that our bad treatment of the gay tourists in Kusadasi let our
true nature become apparent (09.09.2000). Having quoted Hesse’s statements,
Alkan provides the necessary background information, and thus creates a
meaningful context for the reader to make a connection between Sivas and
Kusadasi events by reminding the reader of Sivas events, and stressing that people
were burnt in Sivas because “they were not considered one of ‘us.”” Alkan’s
choice of words like “us” and “they”, the link he establishes between Sivas and
Kusadasi1 events, his reference to Hesse’s mask metaphor particularly reflect that
Alkan is not interested in the reactions of the European Union countries and
America on Kusadasi events. Likewise, it is obvious that Alkan does not care
about the fact that Turkey lost a brilliant opportunity of making money and that
the tourism incomes will probably decrease because of Kusadasi events. Instead,
he highlights the significance of having tolerance towards the differences just like
the columnist of Hiirriyet, Ertugrul Ozkok does in his column, “Escinsel Arkadas”
(Homosexual Friend) (Hiirriyet, 10.09.2000).

In Aksam, no news stories about Kusadasi events are published. However,

there is one column devoted to the gay tourists who were not allowed to go on a
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tour in Kusadasi in Aksam on 09.09.2000. In this column “Onlar da aynisini bize
yapmiyor mu? (Don’t they do the same thing to us?), Peksen claims that there is
no need to exaggerate what happened in Kusadasi (Aksam, 09.09.2000). He tries
to form a link between our wrong treatment of the gay tourists and the fact that
Turks are not allowed to go to any European country without a visa. The meaning
of this is rather far-fetched. Peksen alleges that, as Turks are never allowed to go
to a foreign country without receiving a visa, the fact that gay tourists were not
allowed to go for a tour in Kusadas1 should be considered “normal”.

Peksen also indirectly calls gays “yumusaklar”, a slang word, which is
used to insult gays. He claims that gays are interested in “yumusak isler” referring
to the jobs that homosexuals do. He also explains that these jobs are either being a
singer or being a “highway labourer” in parentheses. In his way, Peksen looks
down on gays by associating them with certain gay singers or the transvestites
who prostitute themselves on highways (Aksam, 09.09.2000).

In Sabah, there is only one news story entitled “Biirokrat ortalig
karistird” (The bureaucrat put everybody in a state of alarm and confusion) on
Kusadas1 events; however it is quite long and includes every single detail of the
event (08.09.2000). The details about the document, which bans the coming of
gay tourists to Turkey, and which was sent by the governor of Elazig to the
governor’s offices both in Istanbul and Aydin are covered. Further, the reactions
of the tourism agency about the rejection of the gay tourists in Kusadasi, and what
Saadettin Tantan, who was the Minister of Internal Affairs of the time, did to
cancel the ban, are all covered in detail. Instead of giving the reader the summary
of the Kusadas1 events, the major headline refers to the starting point of the
rejection of the arrival of the gay tourists to Kusadasi, which was the document
prepared by the governor of Elazig.

The subordinating headline “Tantan came to the rescue” refers to a
specific detail, which also includes information based on facts. The other
subordinating headline “Support from MHP to the circular (the document
prepared by the governor of Elazig)” refers to another specific detail, which
covers Mehmet Giil’s supporting statements of the circular that he totally agrees

with the governor of Elazig. The other subordinating headline “We were
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horrified” refers to the reaction of the REUTERS’, one of the world’s leading
news agency towards the rejection of the arrival of the gay tourists to Kusadasi.
The last subordinating headline “This is a communication accident” is taken from
the Minister of Tourism Erkan Mumcu’s comments on Kusadasi events (Sabah,
08.09.2000).

Although the news story is very long, there is no repetition. When this
news story is analysed, it is seen that there is not any lead, which summarizes and
precedes the news story. Each subordinating headline reflects the theme of the
following paragraph. The context of the main events and their consequences as
well as the previous events, and conclusions covering evaluations of the events
are all covered in this news story. (Sabah, 08.09.2000).

After this news story, Atakli and Mengi criticize the Kusadas1 events in
their columns on the same day (Sabah, 08.09.2000). In the first paragraph of his
column “Istanbul’daki daha biiyiik bir kepazelik” (The scandal in Istanbul is a
worse scandal), Atakli starts criticizing the Kusadasi events by making use of
verbal irony. He states that Turkey suffers from the wise, well mannered, cultured,
and decent officers. Atakli uses an exclamation mark after he uses these positive
adjectives one after another ironically in order to emphasize the wrongness about
the bad treatment of the gay tourists in Kusadasi in an ironic way.

After this, although Atakli does not use any quotations from the
explanations of the authorities after the Kusadas1 events, and does not refer to the
number of the tourists, and certain details about the Kusadasi events, Atakli makes
his column believable and realistic. In order to do this, he stresses the absurdity of
the welcoming ceremony done with the red carpets laid on the roads for the arrival
of the gay tourists to Istanbul, who were expelled from Kusadas1 by the police as
soon as they arrived. In addition, as the heading of the column suggests, Atakl
particularly focuses the reader’s attention on the incongruity between our wrong
treatment of the gay tourists in Kusadasi and the ludicrousness of our welcoming
ceremony done in Istanbul as well as the possible future reactions of the foreign
newspapers on all these events (Sabah, 08.09.2000).

Different from Atakli, Mengi tries to draw the reader’s attention to the link

between Kusadas1 events and our fondness of showing off our “manliness”
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throughout her column in an ironic way, “Erkeklik gosterisi geri tepti” (The show
off manliness was turned down) (Sabah, 08.09.2000). She looks into Kusadasi
events from a different angle. She emphasizes the connection between Turkey’s
male-dominated point of views towards the gay tourists and Turkey’s wrong
treatment of these tourists in Kusadasi. In her column, Mengi also covers direct
quotations from the different parties of the Kusadasi events holding different
opinions about the event. Through direct quoting, Mengi covers how the governor
of Aydin tried to justify the rejection of the arrival of the gay tourists to Kusadasi.
The governor states that they only did what the ministry ordered them to do.
Mengi also ends her column with the words of Turkey’s Washington ambassador
after the Kusadasi events: “There are hundreds of thousands homosexuals in
Turkey. Common people do not like them, but this cannot be a cause for
discrimination”.

Having done the analysis of the coverage of the Kusadasi events in
Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Radikal, Posta, and Aksam, the coverage of the news items
about the proposal of the new regulations to give permission to the transvestites to
work in the brothels is analysed. This analysis is significant as this proposal was
covered in different newspapers after it was proposed on 17.11.2000. After this
date, in Hiirriyet, the news story “Travestilere genelev izni” (The permission
given to transvestites to work in the brothels), which gives the reader information
on the idea of proposing new regulations to let the transvestites work in the
brothels is published (17.11.2000). As it is understood from the headline, the news
story is about the content of this proposal. The lead of the news story is about the
explanations of Saadettin Tantan, who was the Minister of Internal Affairs of the
time, and Tantan’s words on the proposal summarise the content of the news
story.

In the same news story, Tantan states that the new arrangements on the
regulation of the brothels will be made, and thus sex discrimination will be
removed so that the new regulation including transvestites and transsexuals can
cover everyone who wants to do “this job” as a profession. The word “this job” is
written in quotation marks, and it indicates indirect criticism through

understatement. Through this understatement, it is implied that having a job is
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normally considered a serious subject; however, working in a brothel is not a kind
of job, which should be taken seriously.

After Tantan’s words, the news story covers the written proposal of
Karabiik deputy of DYP, Mustafa Eren. Eren’s proposal questions the reason why
the police did not do anything about the transvestites who had caused trouble.
However, Eren’s proposal is not explained in detail in the news story (Hiirriyet,
17.11.2000).

Besides, the news story does not present a connection between Tantan’s
ideas on the proposal he has been preparing and Eren’s statements. What is more,
it is difficult for the reader to make a connection between Eren’s proposal and
Tantan’s proposal since the context on circumstances and previous events as well
as the background is missing in this news story. For instance, the reader is not
given information on the working conditions of the brothels, or there is not any
implication in the news story that transvestites cause troubles because they are
unemployed. However, the reader who has read the previously published news
stories on the troubles the transvestites caused may arrive at such a conclusion. In
this news story, the reader is only informed that in response to Eren, Tantan states
that it is necessary to make new arrangements in the already existing regulations
on the brothels and the women who work in these brothels. Tantan also points out
that because the already existing regulations do not include any sanctions on the
transvestites and transsexuals, the regulations related to the venereal diseases are
transmitted by prostitution (Hiirriyet, 17.11.2000).

Then, in the final paragraph, Tantan’s words that have been paraphrased in
the first lines of the news story are quoted directly in quotation marks, and thus
repeated once again. Therefore, the news story ends with the repetition of the
introduction of it (Hiirriyet, 17.11.2000).

Following the news story “The permission given to transvestites to work in
the brothels” (Hiirriyet, 17.11.2000), “Tantan’a travesti tesekkiirii” (Transvestite
thank you to Tantan) is published in Hiirriyet on 24.11.2000. In the lead of this
news story, it is covered that the transvestites have thanked the Minister of
Internal Affairs Saadettin Tantan for the idea of proposing a new regulation on the

transvestites, which provides them with the opportunity of working in the
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brothels. The words of the six transvestites who were in Haseki Hospital to visit
their friend who had had an accident are covered in direct quotations in the rest of
the news story. The information that these transvestites have been judged in the
court because they have caused trouble in the hospital, broken the windows and
fought with the police is also covered in the news story. Then, the fact that the
transvestites are thankful to Tantan is repeated once again.

Through the repetition of the fact that the transvestites expressed their
gratitude to Tantan, the reader might conclude that the idea of proposing a new
regulation on transvestites is not a common proposal of a new regulation because
the details like the troubles the six transvestites caused in the hospital are included
in the news item. This sets up a frame in the reader’s mind. The inclusion of these
details reminds the reader of the previous scenes that have been caused by the
transvestites and covered in the newspapers before, and thus provides contextual
background information. This also leads the reader to interpret the proposal of a
new regulation on transvestites in this frame (Hiirriyet, 24.11.2000).

At the end of the news story, there is a sub-headline “They have defied
Hortum”, referring to Siileyman Hortum, who is a ranking police officer in
Beyoglu and who is known for his struggle to expel transvestites from Ulker
street. Under this sub-headline, the complaints of the transvestites are covered.
Their remarks are directly quoted. They state that they attended the two trials but
the police who had made a complaint about them did not. Their rhetorical
question is also covered in the news story in direct quotations: “Are the police
scared of us like Hortum Siilleyman?” (Hiirriyet, 24.11.2000).

As it is covered in Hiirriyet, Tantan’s suggestion of proposing new
regulations to give permission to the transvestites to work in the brothels is
covered in Radikal, too. (17.11.2000). In the lead of the news story “Travestilere
genelev izni” (The brothel permission for transvestites), Tantan’s statements on
his idea of proposal for a new regulation are covered, which also give a brief
summary on the content of the news story. For this reason, the reader can
understand what the news story is about simply by reading the first paragraph of

the news story.
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As it is mentioned in Hiirriyet, in reply to a written proposal, Tantan
provides an explanation on the necessity of making new arrangements in the
regulations that are not up-to-date. The content of these regulations is explained as
detailed as it is explained in Hiirriyet. As the news story published on Tantan’s
idea of giving permission to transvestites to work in the brothels in Hiirriyet, this
news story ends with the repetition of Tantan’s words that have been paraphrased
in the lead of the news story. However, in the final part, Tantan’s words are
directly quoted (Radikal, 17.11.2000).

The news about Tantan’s idea of proposing new regulations to give
permission to the transvestites to work in the brothels is not published at all in
Milliyet, Posta, Aksam, Sabah, and Cumhuriyet.

After the coverage of the news on Tantan’s idea of proposing new
regulations, a set of news, which have been considered to be sensational and made
news, are covered in the news stories and columns. The headline of the news
story, which was published in Hiirriyet, “Gay diplomat soku” (The shock of the
gay diplomat), seems to be ringing the alarm bells as if being a diplomat and a gay
are two things that can never get together (Hiirriyet, 04.01.2001). In the content of
this news story, there are many repetitions. One of the embassies of the Northern
European countries in Ankara, there is “a male diplomat, who is officially married
to another man.” Throughout the article, the emphasis is put on the fact that in
Ankara, a foreign officer who is male is officially married to another man. This is
written as if it is a fact that one can hardly swallow and digest. The news story
goes on like this, “Ankara, is ‘shaken’ by the news of a gay diplomat, who is
officially married to a man in its history for the first time”. This news is
something alarming, which fell among us like “a bomb”, so all of us are shaken
violently.

The news story also points out that the research that Hiirriyet did reveals
“the unusual diplomat is now working at the embassy of the member of a
European Union Northern European country as the second most important
official. This is something alarming, isn’t it? This is something we have never

seen in our country before.” Once again, the statement “this gay diplomat is
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married to someone who is a man like himself” is repeated (Hiirriyet,
04.01.2001).

We also learn that “according to the laws of his country, this diplomat is
‘officially married’ to his spouse, but he could not reveal his ‘marital status’,
because his marriage has not been officially acknowledged in Ankara.” The
diplomat’s “marital status” and the fact that he is “officially married” are given in
quotation marks, because there is an irony: “The man is married to another man!!”
This is something ironical for the readers of Hiirriyet, or the journalists, who
prepared this news thought that this news are likely to sound ironical to their
readers. Therefore, the way the diplomat’s marriage is told in this article,
reinforces the marginalised status of homosexuals in Turkey whether intentionally
or unintentionally (Hiirriyet, 04.01.2001).

However, Ertugrul Ozkok defends and explains the appearance of this
article in Hiirriyet and explains why and how they decided to reserve a space for
this news in Hiirriyet in his column. In his column “Escinsel diplomat haber olur
mu? (Is it proper to turn the existence of a gay diplomat into a news story?),
Ozkok questions if it is right to present the gay diplomat as a part of news. Ozkok
says that Ankara has seen many gay diplomats, but for the first time, there is a
married gay diplomat in Ankara. In his column, Ozkok draws our attention to the
fact that in the countries where there is complete freedom of speech, there is also
“the right to be different” (Hiirriyet, 05.01.2001).

Ozkok goes on to say that in countries like Turkey, where there is not
even a complete freedom of political thoughts, these details might seem like “a
fantasy”. However, he points out that this should not be a pure fantasy because at
the heart of the democracies, “paying respect to alternative thoughts” comes
before the political thoughts. Ozkok points out that in Turkey not only the
government sets a drawback against the freedom of speech, but also some other
organizations (Hiirriyet, 05.01.2001).

Ozkok asks a striking rhetorical question, “How many people around us
can tolerate different thoughts? How many people can consider different lifestyles
as ‘normal’ without labelling those lifestyles as disgusting?”” Here, what Ozkok is

trying to say is that we, as individuals of this society, should think twice before
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labelling the homosexuals as abnormal and disgusting (Hiirriyet, 05.01.2001). No
matter how much Ozkok tries to rationalise the appearance of the news of “the
officially married gay diplomat” in Hiirriyet, he does not seem to have paid much
attention to the language, which was used in the news about the gay diplomat. It
seems like during the preparation of this news, commercial concerns are in the
foreground, and for this reason the content of this news is full of unnecessary
repetition about the diplomat’s marital status, and there is a strong emphasis upon
his sexual orientation. Furthermore, if Ozkok is on the side of tolerating different
thoughts and lifestyles, he himself should have done something to prevent the
news about the gay diplomat from appearing so alarming and disturbing in
Hiirriyet.

In Hiirriyet, the only article published on homosexuals is “Escinselim
deyince sempati topladi” (When he said he is a homosexual he aroused sympathy)
(13.03.2001). The heading has an emotional emphasis, which emphasizes the fact
that the future possible new mayor of Paris is a homosexual, and gives the reader
the theme of the news story. The subheadings of the article cover specific details
about the topic of the article. The first line is kept separate from the rest of the
news story, and it covers information, which is likely to be considered sensational
for the reader. The reader learns from this single statement that Chirac lost Paris
to both a leftist and a homosexual mayor.

The article is quite long (Hiirriyet, 13.03.2001). In the first two
paragraphs, the background covering the details on the context and history is
given. In these paragraphs, the reader learns that since 1977, the mayors of Paris
have been the supporters of Chirac, and about the findings of an opinion poll,
which has been done recently, are given. In the following paragraph, the unofficial
results such as the percentages and comments of the opinion poll are given to
make the news story believable.

Under the subheading of the same article “Support from the homosexuals”,
further information on Bertrand Delanoe, the homosexual mayor candidate of
Paris and the present mayor of Paris is given (Hiirriyet, 13.03.2001). The support
Delanoe gets from homosexuals, transvestites, transsexuals and women is stated.

In the same paragraph, the reader learns more background information about
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Delanoe. For instance, the reader learns details about Delanoe’s openness about
revealing his sexual orientation that he attended the Gay Pride demonstrations,
and always walked on the front. Further, the reader is informed that the gay clubs
support Delanoe by various campaigns.

Under the other subheading of the article “The Turks’ candidates”, direct
and indirect quotations from the interviewees’ speeches are covered (Hiirriyet,
13.03.2001). The interviewees are the mayor of Esenyurt, Giirbiiz Capan from
CHP, Nurettin S6zen who is the old mayor of Istanbul and Ufuk Uras, the head of
ODP respectively. As it is understood from these names, the interviewees are all
the followers of the two leftist parties. Their opinions on the homosexual mayor
candidate of Paris, Bertrand Delanoe are all positive. There are not any interviews
done with the mayors from the rightist parties. The choice of the interviewees and
their positive opinions reveal that the article reflects a positive point of view on
homosexuals.

In another news story, which was published in Milliyet, there is a rather
disturbing heading, “Parisliler ‘Homo’yu secti” (The French chose the ‘Homo’)
(Milliyet, 19.03.2001). The content of this news story is quite normal except for
the heading. The heading connotes the underlying tone of the contempt felt for the
homosexuals. Whether the journalists intended to make such a connotation or not
when they were preparing this article, as one of the prominent and liberal
newspapers of the media, the editors of Milliyet should have thought about the
connotations of this headline more carefully as there is already sensitivity about
the issue of homosexuality in Turkey.

Except for Hiirriyet and Milliyet, none of the liberal newspapers cover any
news or columns on the homosexuals who hold high-ranked positions such as the
gay diplomat of a Scandinavian country who works in his country’s embassy in
Ankara and the mayor of Paris although this kind of news is likely to attract the
reader’s attention.

After a few sensational news stories covered in Hiirriyet and Milliyet as
analysed above, a set of news items on the suggestion of the acknowledgement of
the third sex are published. In the news story “Tiirkiye yabancilar icin iiciincii

cinsi tamdi” (Turkey has acknowledged the third sex for the foreigners), the

45



reader is informed about the international agreement that acknowledges the “third
sex” is accepted in the internal affairs commission of TBMM, the parliament of
Turkey (Hiirriyet, 05.01.2000). The headline gives the reader the theme of the
news story. The news story is very short, and there is not a lead paragraph or any
subheadings. In the news story, the reader is given the necessary background
information in order to understand the news story more clearly. The reader learns
about the coding system, that is, in order to get rid of the translation problem
while giving the information on the identity cards to the other countries, through
this coding system, there will be a common language among the countries.
According to this coding system, 3-4-1 for the male, 3-4-2 for the female and 3-4-
3 will be used for the people whose “sex is unknown”.

After the above mentioned news story, “FP ve DSP Utanga¢, MHP,
ANAP, DYP liberal” (FP and DSP are Shy, MHP, ANAP, DYP liberal) is
covered in Hiirriyet (06.01.2001). The headline gives the reader information on
the general point of view of the political parties on the different sides of the
political spectrum. The news story is quite long, and there are three subordinating
headlines highlighting specific details of the news in the news story. Further, one
sentence which is in the form of a subordinating headline reflects the viewpoint of
each representative or deputy from each political party mentioned in the main
headline. These subordinating headlines also give the reader the summary of the
paragraph that they precede, and thus the reader can understand the main message
of the each paragraph just by reading the subordinating headlines without reading
the whole paragraph.

The lead is composed of only one sentence, which reflects the point of
views of the political parties by a simile. The fact that positive viewpoints
outweigh the negative viewpoints on the international agreement of the third sex
on the identity cards are expressed like the football score of a match: Liberal
viewpoint wins a victory 3-2 on the agreement of the third sex on the identity
cards (Hiirriyet, 06.01.2001).

Under the sub-heading of the same news story “Uciincii cins tartismas1”
(The third sex discussion) the different viewpoints of the deputies and

representatives of the political parties are given (Hiirriyet. 06.01.2001). In this

46



paragraph, the reader’s attention is brought to the fact that FP, which is a political
party on the conservative right side of the political spectrum, and DSP, which is
on the liberal-left side of the political spectrum have surprisingly the same critical
opinions on the third sex agreement on the identity cards.

In the lead of the news story “Travestiye kimlik ve genelev yok” (No ID
and brothel for the transvestite), the explanations of one of the high ranked police
officers’ who works in the Police Headquarters are directly quoted in quotation
marks (Hiirriyet. 07.01.2001). He states fiercely that it is impossible to give
permission to the transvestites to work in the brothels, as it is contrary to our
traditions. In the body of the news story, Tantan’s idea of proposing new
regulations to give permission to the transvestites to work in the brothels is
mentioned, and thus the background covering the context and the previous events,
circumstances are presented to the reader. The police officer’s words are repeated
in the body of the news story again in quotation marks under the subordinating
headline “The government cannot pass a perverted law”.

Although there are five news stories on Tantan’s idea of proposing new
regulations to give permission to the transvestites to work in the brothels in
Hiirriyet, there are not any news stories on the same issue in Milliyet. However,
one news story on the international agreement that acknowledges the “the third
sex” is published in Milliyet (06.01.2001) after the agreement is accepted in the
internal affairs commission of TBMM, the parliament of Turkey. As it is
understood from the main headline “Escinsellik niifusa ge¢meli mi?” (Should
homosexuality be stated on the identity cards?), the news story covers different
opinions of people from different political parties as well as the famous fashion
designer Cemil Ipekci, who is gay himself. In this sense, the content of this news
story is similar to the one published in Hiirriyet “FP and DSP are shy, MHP,
ANAP, DYP liberal” on 06.01.2001. The two news stories both inform the reader
about the discussions of different people from different political parties after the
international agreement that acknowledges the “third sex” is accepted in the
internal affairs commission of TBMM.

However, before the publication of this news story “Escinsellik niifusa

gecmeli mi?” (Should Homosexuality be stated on the identity cards?) in Milliyet
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on 06.01.2001, not a single news story which gives the reader detailed
background information on the coding system is published. This coding system,
which is covered in the international agreement in order to prevent the translation
problem while giving the information on the identity cards to the other countries,
is not explained. However, it is indirectly referred to in “Should Homosexuality
be stated on the identity cards?” (Milliyet, 06.01.2001).

In Milliyet, under the headline “Escinseller ii¢lincii olmay1 istemiyor!”
(Homosexuals don’t want to be the third) a significant news story is covered on
08.01.2001. The headline gives the summary of the news story, in other words,
Ali Erol’s statements on the issue since the whole news story is almost composed
of Ali Erol’s explanations and criticism. This news story is significant because it
only reflects Ali Erol’s negative point of view on the acceptance of the
international agreement of the third sex on the identity cards. Who Ali Erol is also
important as he is introduced in the news story as the owner of the first Gay and
Lesbian periodical named Kaos GL.

Although none of the liberal and conservative newspapers reserves some
space for Ali Erol’s evaluations on the agreement, Milliyet reserves space for such
a news story (Milliyet, 08.01.2001). In this news story, Erol states that the
decision on stating the third sex on the identity cards is both wrong and political.
He goes on to stress that although the teachers talk about normal relationship,
referring to the heterosexual relationship, it is a fact that “not only Ali loves Ayse
as the teacher thinks, but also Ali loves Ali.” Erol keeps on highlighting the fact
that just because he is gay, and he loves another man, who is the same sex as him,
does not mean that he is pervert and immoral.

In Milliyet, Hasan Ozdemir’s suggestion that is the chief constable of
Istanbul is covered in Milliyet under this headline, “Travestilere ayr1 mahalle olur
mu?” (Is it all right to form a separate neighbourhood for the transvestites?)
(08.09.2001). In this news story, Ozdemir suggests forming a separate
neighbourhood for the transvestites in order to avoid the problems between the
residents of Beyoglu, where there is a considerable population of transvestites
living in this district. It is possible to read and interpret the headline of this news

story in two different ways. At first glance, the reader might think that the
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headline includes a critical argument. It seems to be questioning the possible
positive and negative aspects of this suggestion.

However, it is also possible to read the headline in a critical tone of voice
and to think that it suggests that forming a separate neighbourhood for the
transvestites is impossible and wrong altogether. If the headline is read in this
way, the reader can expect to read a news story, which is totally and strongly
against the idea the headline literally suggests. However, in the content of the
news story, which covers the interviews done with different interviewees, it is
questioned if it would be better for the society to keep the transvestites in a
separate neighbourhood or if this would be worse for them because it would be
isolating them from the society, and drifting them into prostitution. Therefore, it
seems like the first interpretation of the headline is not controversial to the content
of the news story, that is, the news story tries to question all the possible positive
and negative aspects of the suggestion. In other words, when the first
interpretation of the headline is considered, it is obvious that it gives a summary
of the main concern of the news story (Milliyet, 08.09.2001).

Although there is one headline at the beginning of the news story
“Travestilere ayr1 mahalle olur mu?’ (Is it proper to form a separate
neighbourhood for the transvestites?) (Milliyet, 08.09.2001) which covers the
interviews done with different interviewees, after each interviewee’s name; there
is also a sentence, which is in the form of a subordinating headline reflecting the
interviewee’s judgement on the issue. This also shows that the reader can
understand the main message of the news story just by reading the subordinating
headlines without reading the whole news story.

In the same news story, (Milliyet, 08.09.2001) different points of views are
included. For instance, in this article Haluk Oztiirkatalay who is the proxy head of
Beyoglu Giizellestirme Association says that when he was the mayor of Beyoglu,
between 1984 and 1989, the transvestites lived in Cihangir. He states that he
knows how hard he struggled against them. He adds that the community worked
hand in hand with the municipality to struggle against the transvestites strictly,

and they managed to dismiss them outside Beyoglu.
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Oztiirkatalay states that he knows it is not a solution to expel the
transvestites from their neighbourhood, but he also claims that the transvestites
have become dangerous and have been threatening the welfare of the society. He
goes on to say that if the transvestites were kept in a far place away from Istanbul,
then they would be kept under control. He says, “Their attacks have been
happening every day. No one is making complaints about the transvestites for no
reason. I myself live in Beyoglu. Our citizens are attacked by them. They listen to
neither the police nor law. When they take drugs and alcohol, they throw bottles
against cars and citizens. They take customers to their cars and ugly fights occur.
They throw the customers out of the windows of their cars (Milliyet, 08.09.2001).

Oztiirkatalay goes on to say that transvestites should not be excluded from
the society. He stresses that they informed the real estate agents so the
transvestites will not be able to hire flats in Beyoglu and Cihangir. Oztiirkatalay’s
words are contradictory and it seems like his words have not been changed and
organized by the reporters before the publication. On the one hand, Oztiirkatalay
claims he knows that excluding the transvestites from the society is not a good
solution, but on the other hand, he states the transvestites will not be able to hire
flats in Beyoglu and Cihangir in the future (Milliyet, 08.09.2001).

Furthermore, Prof. Dr. Sedat Ozkan’s words are included in the same news
story, which emphasizes the fact that it would be unfair to establish a separate
neighbourhood for the transvestites, because this would be totally excluding them
from the society. Similarly, Sevval Kili¢, who is the adviser of the Development
of the Human Source and who is also a transsexual states that Hasan Ozdemir’s
suggestion would be a short-term solution and in the long run, this suggestion
would be seen as a total fascist view. Kili¢ claims that if these people were left
alone, this would totally direct them to prostitution (Milliyet, 08.09.2001).

In this news story, finally, the deputy of DYP, Unal Erkan’s views are
included. Erkan states that the transvestites are a part of the society, and although
it would be difficult for the society to accept them, it would be wrong to push
them away. When the evaluations and discussions of the different viewpoints on

the main issue of the news story are taken into consideration, it comes out that
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different approaches regarding the common good for the transvestites and the
public are included in the news story (Milliyet, 08.09.2001).

After the news coverage of the proposal of the new regulations on
transvestites and the suggestion of the acknowledgement of the third sex in
relation to the proposal, a set of articles are published in Milliyet.

In the article called “Tiirkiye’de ii¢lincii cinsin durumu: Travestilerin
genelevine girdik!” (The situation of the third sex in Turkey: We entered the
brothel of the transvestites!) the interviews conducted with the transvestites are
included (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). The headline is quite striking and sensational
because of the fact that there is a brothel of transvestites is very unusual and
illegal. The headline is long and the reason why the article is written seems to
have been justified in the first half of it before the colon, “The Situation of the
Third sex in Turkey.” After the use of the colon, the sensational part of the
headline is written, and thus the headline is complemented by, “We Entered the
Brothel of the Transvestites!” The headline ends with an exclamation mark in
order to attract the readers’ attention.

The interviews done with the transvestites working in the brothel are
included in the first four paragraphs. Before each paragraph there is a subordinate
headline either written in quotation marks directly taken from the interviewee’s
speech, or written without quotation marks but phrases, which are the most
sensational and surprising words of the paragraph. This seems like an attempt to
attract the reader’s attention more to the interviews.

The article is composed of two main different sections: the interviews
conducted with the transvestites and the common transvestite myths. In the first
section of the content of the article “The situation of the third sex in Turkey: We
Entered the Brothel of the Transvestites!” (Milliyet, 25.10.2001), the interviews
done with the transvestites are covered. The transvestites talk about their lives,
their inner selves, the way they feel about their sexuality, the difficulties they
confront with because of their sexual orientation. Besides, this article informs us
about the existence of the transvestite brothels although most of us think that
transvestites only work on the streets. We learn that in Istanbul, there are two

illegal transvestite brothels in different neighbourhoods and 40-50 transvestites
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work in these brothels. We also learn from the same article from the transvestites’
remarks that although some of these transvestites are university graduates who
know English well, they cannot find a job. Therefore, they claim that they have to
prostitute themselves.

At the beginning of each paragraph where the words of one of the
transvestites working in the brothel is covered, the words of the interviewees are
given in quotation marks as a subordinate headline, “We do not cause trouble on
E-5" (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). This claim is likely to attract the reader’s attention
more since transvestites are infamous for causing trouble on E-5”. One of the
transvestites says that everyone thinks that transvestites are the ones who run
hither and yon along E-5 and cause trouble however, this is not the case. She says
that they are not happy with their position in the society, and they do not want to
prostitute themselves. They prefer to work in a brothel because it is a lot safer
than to work on the streets.

In the following paragraph of the same article (Milliyet, 25.10.2001), “102
people per night!” is written as a subordinate headline, which emphasizes the fact
that being able to have 102 customers per night for a transvestite is impossible and
unbelievable. In the paragraph we learn that when Elif Koralp, the interviewer
asked how many customers they have in the brothel in one night, the transvestites
said that they have at least 30-40 customers and some of their friends have up to
102 customers, which seem to be an incredible number. During the interview,
Koralp also learns that only two of the transvestites could have an operation and
changed their sex because most of the transvestites do not have enough money to
have an operation (Milliyet, 25.10.2001).

In the same article, the interviews done with different people are included
(Milliyet, 25.10.2001). However, the reader cannot understand clearly whether
these interviews are done with the people who work in the transvestite brothel or
these people are the customers of the brothel or they are some other people who
have been interviewed before for some other reasons or particularly for this
article.

These interviews are all sensational in terms of their content but they

create confusion in the reader’s mind because the reader cannot understand who
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these interviewees are and why they are interviewed. For instance, in one of these
interviews, a man called Semih, who claims that he has learned the fact that his
wife is a lesbian years after they got married and had a daughter, says that an
ordinary man would consider his wife as a pervert and try to kill her when he
found out that she was a lesbian. However, he says he knows that this was not his
wife’s choice that she did not bring this on herself. He states that his wife should
not have married in the first place just because of suppression. He adds that he
does not believe that homosexuals can ever be happy without having to face their
homosexual identities. From his words, the reader understands that this man
thinks that it is not their choice to be a homosexual; they cannot help feeling the
way they feel. However, the reader cannot understand whether Semih is someone
who works in the transvestite brothel, or someone who suffers from having had a
lesbian wife once (Milliyet, 25.10.2001).

After the interviews conducted with the transvestites and some people like
Semih whose identities cannot be understood by the reader, the rest of the article
covers the common misconceptions about transvestites and some ‘“transvestite
myths” (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). As there is a subordinate headline before each
paragraph of the interviews, which are covered at the beginning of the article,
there are subordinate headlines before the common misconceptions about
homosexuals. These subordinate headlines are either in the form of a sentence
written in quotation marks taken from the interviewee’s speech or phrases which
are the most sensational and surprising words of the paragraph. This seems like an
attempt to attract the reader’s attention more to the interviews.

In the second section of the article, it is asserted that in Turkey, as people
do not know much about homosexuality, some common “myths” circulate around
people (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). It is stated, “It is objectionable for homosexuals to
be teachers!” Then, an expert’s view on this subject is stated, “one’s sexual
orientation has got nothing to do with one’s occupation”. However, some people
are of the opinion that homosexuals would be the misleading figures for children,
and some children might take them as role models. At this point, the article points
out that the experts draw our attention to the fact that most of the homosexuals

have heterosexual parents, and this reveals that sexual orientations do not change

53



by taking someone as a role model. Further, it is expressed in the article that there
is another widespread opinion that lesbians and gays are dangerous for children.

However, it is also stated in the article that the recent research has proved
that people who attempt to harass people sexually are mostly heterosexual.
Having stated some of the common misconceptions about the transvestites, the
misconceptions are refuted one by one. Thus, the reader is informed about the
background covering context; the reasons and the results of the circulation of the
transvestite myths as well as the results of the research that refute these myths
(Milliyet, 25.10.2001).

In the second part of this article, after the transvestite myths, the reader
also learns about the real life stories of some transvestites through the interviews
conducted with some transvestites (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). There are subordinate
headlines before each interview. Except for the first subordinating heading “from
being teacher to prostitution”, all the subordinating headings are taken from the
interviewee’s words and they are quoted. After the heading “from being teacher to
prostitution”, the life story of Umit, who is the owner of a transvestite brothel is
summarized. His words are directly quoted. Umit tells that he was graduated from
the History Department of Faculty of Literature and Social Sciences, and he
worked as a history teacher for a while. However, he says he could not keep on
teaching because his homosexuality was revealed. He says, later on, he opened a
pastry shop, but he was excluded from the society, and therefore he could not
make money. Then, he claims he started to prostitute himself by wearing
transvestite clothes and walking along the streets, and finally he started to run a
transvestite brothel (Milliyet, 25.10.2001).

In the same article, the words of another transvestite Sezen (35) are
directly quoted under the subordinating heading “I gave a car to my husband as a
present” (Milliyet, 25.10.2001). The heading is taken from Sezen’s last words, and
emphasizes the fact that these transvestites are happy to work in such a
transvestite brothel. In other words, the existence of the transvestite brothels is
justified. Sezen asserts that once she got into a car in Merter but another car
followed them as well. Then, seven people took her to a forest in Beykoz,

undressed her, seized her money and belongings by force and ran away. She
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concludes her story by stating that she has been working in this brothel and she
thinks it is safe to work there.

Under the subordinating heading “No stigmatization for my sisters”,
another transvestite Tugge (35) states that when people started to realise her
homosexuality, she left home so that she would not harm her sisters’ reputation
(Milliyet, 25.10.2001). As the above-mentioned subordinating headings before
the other interviews, this heading highlights that it is better and safer to work in a
transvestite brothel rather than working on the highways. Tugce states that when
she could not find any job, she started to prostitute herself. She says that having
been split up with a man she has been for 1.5 years, the man threw stones at her
house and broke her windows. She particularly emphasizes the fact that the man
was married with two children. Her words reflect that not only transvestites but
also men, who claim to be heterosexual can resort to violence.

Under another subordinating headline directly quoted from Ayse’s words
“They would execute me!” another transvestite Ayse states that prostitutes are
executed in her country, Iran, and therefore she lives in fear (Milliyet,
25.10.2001). She says that she has been living with the nightmare of being caught
and sent to her own country, and therefore she has constantly been living in fear.

When this article, which is composed of 10 parts published on 5 different
days of the same week, is analyzed, the article overall seems to be giving voice to
the transvestites and reflecting their lives in a liberal approach.

The news story “Ben travestiyim hayvan degil” (I am a transvestite not an
animal), which appears in Milliyet on February 28, 2002, seems to reflect a liberal
approach to the issue of transvestites as a transvestite called Oykii’s opinions are
covered throughout the news story without any comment. The headline is quite
striking: “I am a transvestite not an animal”. The headline is sensational and likely
to attract the reader’s attention to the news story. In the lead of the news story,
Oykii’s rebellious words are directly quoted, which gives the theme of the story,
“I am locked in a cell. I am alone for 24 hours, and I feel like an animal”.

In this news story, the reader learns about the life of a transvestite, Oykii

who is imprisoned when the man whom she has stabbed died (Milliyet,

55



28.02.2002). Oykii states that she is locked in a prison cell, kept in isolation in
that cell, and therefore she is all alone for 24 hours and feels like an animal.

The news story first gives information on the letter, which Oykii has sent
to the Ministry of Justice (Milliyet, 28.02.2002). The news story highlights that
Oykii’s letter reflects the cries of all transvestites. Oykii states that if the Ministry
approves of his being kept all on her own in a prison cell for 20 months; her
struggling does not mean anything at all. She also states that even the terrorists are
crying out not be locked in a cell alone.

The news story also pays specific attention to Oykii’s rebellious cries. For
instance, it is written in quotation marks in the form of a subordinating headline
that Oykii has not received any answer from the Ministry, “The Ministry has not
replied to Oykii” (Milliyet, 28.02.2002). In the paragraph following the
subordinating headline, Oykii states that she has applied to TBMM Human Rights
Commission and the Ministry of Justice, but she could not get any answer. She
asserts that she was sexually harassed in the first prison she was in and tried to
commit suicide there three times. The news story points out the fact that Oykii’s
worst problem is loneliness. She is kept alone in a prison cell because it is stated
that a proper cell where she can stay with other prisoners could not be found.

Oykii’s words are also given in the form of a subordinating headline in
quotation marks to emphasize her complaints about her situation, “My hands are
all tied here” (Milliyet, 28.02.2002). In the paragraph following this headline,
Oykii stresses the fact that she feels like a caged animal, and the ministry does not
even consider the transvestites’ existence and ignore them altogether.

In the same news story, Oykii’s attorney, Rifat Oztiirkoglu’s words are
covered after the subordinating headline, ‘“Their mental health is at risk” (Milliyet,
28.02.2002). Oztiirkoglu states, “Oykii was sexually harassed in the first prison
she was in. Now she is on her own in a cell. This is the fate of the transvestites
living in Turkey. It does not matter what their crime is, they are inescapably
sentenced to loneliness. When they are put into prison together with the other
criminals, there is always the risk of being exposed to sexual harassment in the
prison. However, when they are put into the prison cell on their own there is the

risk of going mad... The ministry should try to seek for a solution.”
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The news story ends with a paragraph in which the explanations of another
attorney Cengiz Hortoglu are covered after another subordinating headline. This
headline summarizes Hortoglu’s statements; “There is no discrimination like this
on abroad” (Milliyet, 28.02.2002).

This news story overall reflect the fact that the transvestites living in
Turkey suffer a lot, and they are discriminated when they are put into prison.
Direct quotations taken from the attorneys’ statements as well as Oykii’s
allegations make the news story more believable. Besides, the repeated use of the
animal metaphor in the story attracts the reader’s attention, and makes the story
more emotional. Moreover, the analysis of the local coherence reveals that there is
a quite strong conditional relation between being a transvestite and being exposed
to bad and discriminative treatment even in the prison. In the news story, it is
emphasized that if you are a transvestite you cannot expect to have the right to
equality of opportunities (Milliyet, 28.02.2002).

In Sabah, there is only one news story on the acceptance of the
international agreement of the third sex on the identity cards. Both the headline
and the lead sentence of the news story “Uciincii cins bize uymaz” (The third sex
is not proper for us) give the reader the summary of the story (Sabah, 19.01.2001).
From the lead sentence, the reader is informed that TBMM, the parliament of
Turkey is against the idea that the transvestites will be on the identity cards with
the code of 3-4-3. The whole news story is composed of the viewpoints of the
representatives of the various political parties. Except for Hasari Giiler, the
representative from MHP and Kemal Celik from DYP, all the other
representatives from the parties on the different sides of the political spectrum
state that they are strongly against the application of the coding system.

Aksam and Cumhuriyet do not cover any news stories on the acceptance of
the international agreement, which acknowledges the appearance of the code of
the third sex 3-4-3 on the identity cards. However, although Aksam does not show
any interest in the publication of the recent news of the time on transvestites,
almost everything related to the troubles the transvestites caused in the news
stories or every detailed comment related to the fact that they prostitute

themselves on highways is covered in the columns of Aksam. In particular, Ay’s
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long columns, which depict the way of life of the transvestites, the living
conditions of them, and the fact that the transvestites are badly involved in
prostitution, occupy a large space in Aksam (see App. D).

There are not any news stories in Radikal on the acceptance of the
international agreement that acknowledges the “the third sex” in the internal
affairs commission of TBMM. In fact, when the coverage of the news on
homosexuals, transvestites and transsexuals is explored in twenty-two different
newspapers, it comes out that Radikal does not devote any space to the news or
comments on the transvestites and transsexuals at all. This reflects that Radikal
draws a clear distinction between being gay, and being transvestite or transsexual.
That is why not a single news story on one of the troubles the transvestites or the
transsexuals caused or the idea of proposing new regulations on them is covered
in Radikal.

Radikal has a different stance from all the other liberal newspapers,
although Radikal covers almost every detail of the news stories about
homosexuals in its columns, it does not reserve any space for the publication of
the news on transvestites and transsexuals. On the other hand, Radikal not only
devotes space to the news stories and columns on Kusadasi events but also on
columns, which give the reader some background information on gay rights from
all over the world. Both in Hiirriyet and Milliyet the first news stories and
columns on homosexuals were covered after a great number of gay tourists were
expelled from Kusadas1 on 06.09.2000.

However, Uskan in Radikal wrote a column “Artik escinsellik de
Peringek’ten soruluyor” (Homosexuality is now being explained by Peringek) on
29.05.2000, four months before the first column on Kusadasi events was
published. Uskan’s column covers the details that none of the other twenty-two
newspapers analyzed in this study have covered in their coverage of homosexuals.
Being ironic, and having an emotional emphasis, the heading of Uskan’s column
“Homosexuality is now being explained by Peringek” prepares the reader for
critical comments on Dogu Perincek’s allegations about homosexuals, who is the

head of the labour party.
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In his column, Uskan gives the reader information about Peringek’s book
in which he claims that homosexuals first appeared in the classes which were in
power; feudal classes and among the nobles who have slaves. Uskan severely
criticizes Peringek’s other claims through which Perincek implies that
homosexuality has been spreading among all the classes as well as the classes in
power. Uskan questions whether the reader can see the danger in Perincek’s brain
that he claims homosexuality will spread among us, and occupy the whole world.
Having written certain phrases and allegations of Perincek as well as some
extracts from Peringek’s book called “Homosexuality and alienation”; Uskan puts
forward his criticism through strong metaphors and similes. For instance, Uskan
blames Peringek for considering homosexuals as “aliens”. Uskan also resembles
Peringek to a fascist who considers homosexuality as crime.

After the news stories and articles on the transvestites that are likely to
attract the reader’s attention, the news, which cause doubts about Tarkan’s
sexuality that is one of the most famous pop stars of Turkey, breaks out.

The news on the discussions on Tarkan’s sexuality is not covered in the
liberal newspapers such as Sabah and Cumhuriyet. However, there is one
interview, ten news stories, one column in Hiirriyet, four news stories, three
columns in Milliyet, two news stories in Aksam, and four columns and one article
in Radikal on the news on the discussions on Tarkan’s sexuality.

The starting point of the coverage of the news on Tarkan’s sexuality in
almost all the newspapers is the interview published in Hiirriyet on 14.04.2001,
“Tarkan keske escinsel olmasaydi” (I wish Tarkan weren’t a homosexual) which
is conducted by Giilden Aydin with the deputy of MHP, Mehmet Giil. The
interview is quite long. Aydin states that the rumours about Tarkan which have
not been told officially but which have been circulating for a long time now have
been stated by Giil. Giil’s explanations and comments on these rumours have
started a set of arguments between the columnists of not only the liberal
newspapers and conservative newspapers influenced the flow of the news on
homosexuals.

After this interview, Tarkan’s words in reply to Giil’s explanations about

him are covered in Hiirriyet (15.04.2001). The headline of this news story is taken
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from Tarkan’s words “Mehmet Giil ismindeki milletvekilini nefretle kintyorum”
(I condemn the representative named Mehmet Giil). In the lead of the news story,
Giil’s explanations and criticism he put forward in the interview (Hiirriyet,
14.04.2001) are reminded to the reader. In other words, the reader is reminded of
the context on circumstances and previous events. The lead also covers the fact
that Tarkan will sue Giil. The rest of the news story covers Tarkan’s criticism on
Giil’s explanations about him. However, just by reading the lead, the reader can
learn the recent news on Tarkan-Giil duel through the press.

A day after Tarkan’s reply to Giil, Gil’s reply is covered in Hiirriyet
(16.04.2001). The headline is quoted from Giil’s words “Giil: If you are not gay,
act like a man.” There is not a lead in the news story, however, the first few lines
of the news story gives the reader background information about the events that
triggered the argument between Giil and Tarkan. Having heard that Tarkan
intends to sue Giil because of Giil’s offending words about him, Giil says that if
Tarkan sues him, he will have to sue Tarkan claiming that, “Tarkan is a wrong
model for the Turkish youth and causes degeneration in society”. Giil’s strong
criticism about Tarkan is directly quoted, “Both worship and sinning should be
done in private.” Giil also adds that his aim is not Tarkan or anyone who is
homosexual, he is just declaring war against the ones who lead homosexuality to
look like something popular, and thus present it to the youth as something good.
As Giil’s words are quoted, and they cover much more space than Tarkan’s reply
to him throughout this news story, the story causes Giil’s negative opinions
become prominent.

Under another sensational headline “Tarkan siirgiini” (Tarkan
banishment), it is strongly implied that Mehmet Giil has been sent to Australia
because of his explanations about Tarkan’s sexuality to the press (Hiirriyet,
21.04.2001). Not only the main headline but also all the subordinating headlines
used in the news story are sensational. Tarkan’s mother Nese Tevetoglu’s words
are covered, “My son grew up under my wing until he was 20. Which family can
accept to have a homosexual child? Furthermore, we are from the Black Sea.
Such a thing can never happen in our family. It is such a shame try to sling mud at

an innocent person.” As it is clearly understood from Nese Tevetoglu’s words,
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homosexuality is regarded as something, which is not tolerable for them. On the
contrary, it is considered as a sticky, muddy label which blemishes Tarkan’s
reputation. Instead of reserving some space for the issue of homosexuality,
Hiirriyet prefers to make interviews with the sides of the “fire” caused by the
suspicion of Tarkan’s homosexuality to make the news more sensational and
attractive to the reader.

The same news on Mehmet Giil’s explanations and criticism on Tarkan’s
sexuality are covered with a similar approach of Hiirriyet in the news stories
published in Milliyet. The main and subordinating headlines in Milliyet are all
sensational and usually quoted from Tarkan’s and Giil’s words, and the content of
the news stories published in Milliyet are not much different from the ones
published in Hiirriyet. However, on 09.06.2001, Giil’s comments on Tarkan’s
pictures taken with another man while he was kissing with another man are totally
covered differently from each other.

In Hiirriyet, the way Gill’s words are presented to the reader is quite
different from the way they are presented in Milliyet. The headline “Ozel hayata
miidahale” (Interference to private life) is directly taken from Giil’s words
(Hiirriyet, 09.06.2001). In the lead paragraph, Giil’s comments on Tarkan’s
pictures taken with another man while Tarkan and the man were kissing are
quoted. Giil’s words are presented in such a way that once the reader reads this
news story, the reader is likely to think that although Giil disapproves of
homosexuality, he decides to be on the side of Tarkan. Giil’s words, which are
covered directly in quotation marks at the end of the lead paragraph, reflect that
Giil does not criticize or question Tarkan’s sexuality any longer.

Giil’s words also reveal something, which is rather contradictory to his
previous statements that are covered in the previous news stories published about
Tarkan and the rumours about his sexual orientation. Giil thinks that Tarkan is
quite right because of the fact that his photographs were stolen and published,
which is interference to private life. Giil also adds that Tarkan has already
expressed his sensitivity by stating that he is not homosexual. The reader is likely
to get confused, and cannot understand why Giil thinks Tarkan is right clearly.

However, the analysis of the local coherence of Giil’s last two statements
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mentioned above reflects a functional coherence between Giil’s statements. Giil’s
last statement, which is about Tarkan’s claim that he is not a homosexual justifies
why Giil is of the opinion that Tarkan is right. In other words, Giil thinks that
interference to Tarkan’s private life is unacceptable because Tarkan has already
explained that he is not a homosexual. When the entire news story is analyzed, it
is seen that there is nothing written to display the context on circumstances,
previous events and previous flow of arguments between Giil and Tarkan.
Besides, all the subordinating headlines are directly taken from Giil’s words, and
not any opinion is covered except for Giil’s opinions (Hiirriyet, 09.06.2001).

In Milliyet, Gil’s comments on Tarkan’s pictures taken with another man
while Tarkan and the man were kissing are covered on the same day the news
story “Ozel hayata miidahale” (Interference to private life) is published in
Hiirriyet. However, Giil’s comments are reflected in a very different way from his
comments covered in Hiirriyet. In Milliyet, the headline of the news story
“Mehmet Giil: I would not like to have been right” are quoted from Giil’s words.
Further, the fact that the headline is taken from his words is particularly
mentioned in the headline itself (Milliyet, 09.06.2001). The headline suggests that
now that Tarkan’s photographs are out in the open, Giil states that he has been
right all along by saying that Tarkan’s “sexual preference” sets a bad example for
the Turkish youth. The headline gives the reader the summary of the news story.
When the reader reads this news story, the reader is likely to think that Giil asserts
that he has been right about criticizing Tarkan’s sexuality all along.

Although the two news stories covered in Hiirriyet and Milliyet are based
on Giil’s same explanations after Tarkan’s photographs are published, the content
of these news stories are very different from one another. In Hiirriyet, Gil’s
comments are reflected positively whereas in Milliyet his comments are reflected
rather negatively, and this reveals a parallelism with Giil’s previous comments
and harsh criticism on Tarkan’s “sexual preference”.

Although Hiirriyet and Milliyet cover the context on circumstances and
previous events, arguments in the news stories on the duel between Tarkan and
Giil, no space for the background of the issue of homosexuality in Turkey is

reserved in the news stories. Likewise, nothing about the gay rights or the
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treatment of homosexuals in Europe, or no information about the viewpoint
towards the gay singers in Europe is given to the reader. The reason for this is that
because Tarkan is a very popular pop singer in Turkey, Giil’s harsh criticism and
his statements, which associate homosexuality with degeneracy and abnormality
is not reflected in the news stories as accusations against all homosexuals.

Since Tarkan is a very famous pop singer, who is exposed to Giil’s
stigmatization because of his harsh criticism and allegations because of the
rumours about his sexuality, there is an obvious personification in all the news
published on this issue. If Giil had put forward general criticism against
homosexuals, most probably, his explanations would not have aroused such
publicity. However since Tarkan is involved, a lot of news stories which cover the
opinions of Tarkan, Tarkan’s family and his relatives living in Rize in reply to
Mehmet Giil’s words on Tarkan’s sexuality are included in a lot of news
published in different newspapers. Besides, as Giil’s words are sensational, and
likely to attract the reader’s attention a lot, the news is directly built around
Tarkan’s words against Giil’s words.

Although there is one column on Mehmet Giil’s evaluations and criticism
on the rumours of Tarkan’s sexuality in Hiirriyet, there are 3 columns on the sam
subject in Milliyet.

In Milliyet, Can Diindar gives in his column entitled “Giil gibi” (Like Giil)
an ironic response to what has to be said on “the problematic issue of
homosexuality” (Milliyet, 21.04.2001). Diindar questions if it is possible to make
an assumption about the heterosexuals that in authoritarian regimes homophobia
is quite common. Then, he gives a long answer to Giil, who said that because of
his appearance Tarkan is a misleading model for the young people. Diindar says
that he is happy that Giil did not live BC (Before Christmas). Otherwise, Giil
would try to bring the Athenian philosopher Socrates round to his point of view
claiming that Socrates is setting a misleading example to his student Plato, and
thus he would deprive the rightist view, on which he establishes his views, of the
philosophical bases.

If Giil were a commander, he would have taken up arms against the Great

Iskender just because Iskender likes men, and thus Giil would have impeded the

63



conquests and changed the course of history. Diindar uses Giil’s terminology in
order to use Giil’s arms against him, and therefore increases the effect of his
answer to Giil. Diindar’s lexical choice of the words, phrases and expressions in
the column like “to bring the Athenian philosopher Socrates round to his point of
view”, “to take up arms against someone” carry a strong and bitter irony
(Milliyet, 21.04.2001).

Diindar also tries to refer to the ridiculousness of Mehmet Giil’s point of
view on homosexuals by using expressions, which have religious connotations in
another column (Milliyet, 21.04.2001). Diindar says, “God forbid, (Allah
muhafaza in Turkish), if Giil had lived in the period of the Renaissance,
Michelangelo would not have made the statue of Davud, and Leonardo would not
have painted his painting”. Diindar goes on to say that, Shakespeare would have
been lynched because of his homosexuality, and there would not have been such a
masterpiece like “King Lear” in literature. Diindar blows a last stroke to Giil in a
very ironic way. He alleges that if Giil had lived in the 19" century, he would
have been in the jury for sure, which judged Oscar Wilde because of his
homosexual intercourse. Diindar also adds that Giil would have Andre Gide
hanged twice, first because Gide likes men, and second because he is a Marxist.
Giil would also have Marcel Proust burnt in the arena because Proust wanted to
establish a brothel in which men work. Diindar adds the final additions to his
ironic criticism of Mehmet Giil by saying that if people like Giil would have ruled
the world, Tchaikovsky would not have been able to compose ‘“Pathetic
Symphony” and Foucault would not have written The History of Madness.

Different from the news stories on Tarkan covered in the newspapers such
as Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Radikal, the news stories in Aksam do not cover
Tarkan’s replies to Mehmet Giil’s allegations about himself. The news story
entitled “If Tarkan were a homosexual, we wouldn’t let him live” covers the
words of Tarkan’s relatives defending Tarkan (Aksam, 18.04.2001). The headline
gives the reader the theme of the news story, and is sensational as well as
judgmental. Although the headline is not written in quotation marks, it is taken

from the words of Tarkan’s relatives.
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The sentence structures used in the news story are mostly simple as the
sentences are composed of one proposition. There is also the repetition of the
words given in the headline in this news story, as this is the case in the news items
of the popular newspapers. The analysis of local coherence of the sentences of the
news story also reflects a strong causal relation between the fact that Tarkan is not
gay and he is from Ikizdere. Therefore, the functional coherence is quite clear in
the news story. Throughout the news story, Tarkan’s relatives particularly
emphasize that Tarkan is from Ikizdere, which is an administrative district in
Rize. In Turkey, it is a well-known fact that Rize and the cities of the Black Sea
are rather conservative and the local people of these cities would never like to
show tolerance towards the existence of homosexuals living in their cities and
towns. Therefore, by emphasizing that their hometown is ikizdere, Tarkan’s
relatives try to stress that Tarkan would not be alive if he were a homosexual. In
this way, their words fill in the absence of adequate contextual background
information. Furthermore, their words reflect the dominance of the heterosexual
world and its rules.

The second news story published on Tarkan is “Uzgiiniim” (I am sorry)
(Aksam, 11.05.2001). The headline is directly quoted from Mehmet Giil’s words
he uttered in a television program he attended. The headline has an emotional
emphasis, and as the headline suggests, the news story reflects Giil’s regrets for
“accusing” Tarkan of being gay. The sentences of the news story are mostly
simple covering one proposition. Direct and indirect quotations from Giil’s
speech and the speech of the son of Tarkan’s uncle make the news story more
believable and vivid in the reader’s mind. The news story covers the words of the
both parties; Giil and the son of Tarkan’s uncle. In this way, the news story gives
the reader the idea of resolution.

In Radikal, there are four columns and one article on Tarkan’s pictures
taken with another man while they were kissing. Although these columns seem to
have been written on Tarkan’s photographs, when they are analyzed, it comes out
that the main concern of these columns is quite different. These columns cover
either information on the gay rights or the treatment of gays in Europe, and thus

build up a causal relation between the democracy and gay rights.
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In her column “Yakalarsa n’aparsin?” (What would you do if you caught
me?) Sibel Tiirker presents a very detailed background covering the summary of
the previous events, the ongoing duel between Tarkan and Mehmet Giil, and the
explanations of Tarkan’s relatives on the rumours about Tarkan’s sexual
preference (Radikal, 22.04.2001). The headline is taken from Tarkan’s one of
famous songs. The headline does not give the reader the summary of the column,
but it can suggest many connotations depending on the reader’s interpretation.

Having read the column, the reader might think that the headline refers to
the ridiculousness of Giil’s comments on the rumours of Tarkan’s sexual
preference, and Tarkan’s mother’s and his girlfiend’s attempts to deny that Tarkan
is gay. In her column, Tiirker reminds the reader of the way Giil did an animal
imitation in Cuba trip among a group of representatives. Tiirker is not only critical
of Mehmet Giil’s comments on the rumours of Tarkan’s sexual preference but
also Tarkan’s mother’s, relatives’ and his girlfriend’s explanations uttered in an
attempt to prove that Tarkan is a heterosexual. She makes use of various similes
to criticize Giil’s personality and his harsh comments on Tarkan’s so-called sexual
preference, and some of these similes are a bit insulting. Tiirker also alleges that
the reason why Mehmet Giil prefers to use the word “homosexual” is obvious.
She states that this word has bad connotations, and therefore it is used as an insult
word (Radikal, 22.04.2001).

Another Radikal columnist Magden makes comments about the debates
over Tarkan and homosexuality in her column “Tarkan hadisesi iizerine” (About
the case of Tarkan)”, and she condemns Tarkan for trying to prove that he is
heterosexual (Radikal, 16.06.2001).

Magden writes another column “Doke saca Tarkan vakasi” (The case of
Tarkan including the details) (Radikal, 17.06.2001), which is published the day
after “Tarkan hadisesi iizerine” (About the case of Tarkan) (Radikal, 16.06.2001)
is published. In “The case of Tarkan including the details”, Magden quotes
Tarkan’s words that are not covered in any of the newspapers. With these words,
after the publication of his photographs taken with his boy friend while they were
kissing, Tarkan states that he feels no regret for what he has done, and he is going

away from Turkey.
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After Tarkan’s explanations, Magden expresses her satisfaction as Tarkan
has stopped claiming to be heterosexual, and has started to speak honestly. She
concludes her column by claiming that most people sleep with the opposite sex,
but some people sleep with their own sex. However, she asserts that this statistical
difference between the proportions does not make one side “sacred” and the other
side “tii kaka” (crab) (Radikal, 17.06.2001).

Another Radikal columnist Yildirim Tiirker expresses his comments and
criticism on the viewpoint of Turkish society towards homosexuals in his column
“Tarkan ve Tiirkiye’nin cinselligi” (Tarkan and Turkey’s sexuality) (Radikal,
17.06.2001). The headline gives the reader the summary of Tiirker’s column: the
discussions on the rumours of Tarkan’s sexual orientation and the general
viewpoint of the Turkish society towards sexuality and homosexuals. In his
column, Tiirker asserts that these discussions reveal the general viewpoint of
Turkish society towards homosexuals and the reasons of people’s critical remarks
about Tarkan’s possible sexual orientation.

Tiirker also refers to the common belief about the first condition of “gay
policy”, which asserts that a gay should not to hide his sexuality and should
“come out of the closet” (Radikal, 17.06.2001). Tiirker adds that “coming out” is
considered to be the first condition of demanding for independence and equality.
He also states that the moment a gay comes out in the public sphere, no matter
how much democratic the society is, he is considered as someone who has
“deviated from the right path”. Tiirker emphasizes that this is what leads these
young people from the moment their sexual orientation are noticed to “lies” and
“masks” to hide themselves.

Different from the other Radikal columnists, Tiirker points out that
homosexuality cannot be considered only as the practice of the sexual organs but
also as a way of expressing one’s existence, which spreads to all aspects of
everyday life. Tiirker blames “the heterosexist world” for making homosexuals to
“come out”. He names this enforcement as “confession”, which makes
homosexuals live open to the threat of being lynched. Tiirker’s claim that
homosexuality is not only “the practice of the sexual organs” reminds the

discourse of the only publication organ of gays, Kaos GL (Radikal, 17.06.2001).
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When the choice of the words in Tiirker’s column is analyzed, it is
observed that the words are not chosen randomly. For instance, the word “gey” is
used instead of “gay”, which can be considered to be the internalization of this
word as another Radikal columnist Ismet Berkan suggests in his column entitled
“Gay” (Radikal, 10.06.2001). The history of the denotations and connotations of
the word “gay” is analysed in Berkan’s column, and finally the meanings of the
usage of the word “gey” in the Turkish context are stated. Similarly, the use of
“sexual orientation” instead of “sexual preference”, the use of the phrase “coming
out of the closet” in Tiirker’s column are all phrases gays like to use and adopt.

Further, in his column Tiirker makes a clear distinction between the “world
of gays” and the “heterosexist world”. The use of such words, phrases, similes and
metaphors are considered the “terminology of the gay world.” For this reason,
Tiirker’s column is quite different from the other columns covered in the other
liberal newspapers except for Radikal (Radikal, 17.06.2001).

The sentences used in the column are mostly composed of compound-
complex sentences, and they are quite long. Further, the language used in the
column is usually metaphorical, allusive and ironical. Besides, when the structures
of the sentences are analyzed, it is seen that both functional and conditional
coherence are perceptible throughout Tiirker’s column (Radikal, 17.06.2001).

After the analysis of the columns covered in Radikal, and reflecting that
Radikal has a different standing among all the other liberal newspapers, the
coverage of the news items of the two major popular newspapers Hiirriyet and
Milliyet are analyzed. Fifty-four news stories, columns, interviews and articles
from Hiirriyet (see Table I) and thirty-four from Milliyet (see Table I) are
categorised according to their viewpoints on homosexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals. There is a resemblance between Hiirriyet and Milliyet in terms of the
positive point of views of the news stories, columns, interviews and articles
related to homosexuals, transvestites and transsexuals. 25.7 % of the total number
in Hiirriyet, 32.3 % in Milliyet has a positive viewpoint on homosexuals,
transvestites and transsexuals.

When the news stories published on homosexuals in Hiirriyet and Milliyet

are analyzed, it is seen that the percentages of Hiirriyet and Milliyet are close to
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each other (see Table I). 3.7 % of the news stories in Hiirriyet and 2.9 % in
Milliyet have a negative viewpoint. The percentage of the news stories having a
positive viewpoint on homosexuals is 5.5 in Hiirriyet and 8.8 in Milliyet. 51.8 %
of the news stories on homosexuals in Hiirriyet and 41 % in Milliyet have a
neutral viewpoint. Both in Hiirriyet and in Milliyet the news stories having a
positive viewpoint on homosexuals outnumber the ones having a negative
viewpoint. Only by looking at these ratios, one cannot say for sure that the news
coverage of Hiirriyet and Milliyet (see Table I) indicates that these newspapers
have a positive approach towards homosexuals as their general policy; at least
these ratios reveal that these newspapers do not have any reservations against the
publication of the positive news stories on homosexuals unlike the conservative
newspapers.

Further, the findings of the discourse analysis of the news items covered in
the liberal newspapers reveal that these newspapers are not on the side of making
homosexuals live behind the closed doors as if they have an illness, which is
contagious to everyone.

In fact, it is the percentage of the publication of the columns that display
the general viewpoint of Hiirriyet and Milliyet about homosexuals in particular
because columns include the comments and judgements of the columnist and the
opinions, beliefs and perspectives of the publication company of the newspaper.
In Hiirriyet 14.8 % and in Milliyet 14.7 % is devoted to the columns published on
homosexuals and all of the columns have a positive viewpoint. These percentages
reflect that all the evaluations and judgements expressed about homosexuals are
positive, not critical.

There are not any news stories having a positive viewpoint on transvestites
and transsexuals in Hiirriyet whereas in Milliyet 5.9 % of all the news stories on
transvestites and transsexuals have a positive viewpoint. The fact that Milliyet has
devoted 5.9 percentages to the news stories on transvestites and transsexuals have
a positive viewpoint is quite interesting since the news items related to
transvestites and transsexuals are almost always covered in the newspapers when
they cause trouble in public or when any other negative incident about them

occurs, which is considered sensational. Except for this, the existence of
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transvestites and transsexuals are totally ignored and no news about them takes
place in the newspapers.

Although 10 % of the news stories published on transvestites and
transsexuals in Milliyet have a negative viewpoint while the percentage in
Hiirriyet is 3.7 %, this is because the number of the news stories is more than it is
in Hiirriyet.

In Hiirriyet (see Table I), there is only one column, which has a positive
viewpoint on transvestites and transsexuals, and there are not any columns having
a negative or neutral viewpoint. In Milliyet (see Table 1), there is only one column
about transvestites and transsexuals and that includes only negative comments.
This reveals that compared to the percentages of the news stories published on
transvestites and transsexuals mentioned in the previous paragraph, except for one
columnist in Hiirriyet and one in Milliyet, none of the columnists showed interest
in writing a column to express any evaluation or judgement on the transvestites or
transsexuals. The percentages and the analyses of the content of the news stories
and columns on transvestites and transsexuals show that the existence of
transvestites and transsexuals is considered only when they cause trouble on the
streets or attack a politician or a famous person.

There are not any interviews or articles on homosexuals, transvestites or
transsexuals in Milliyet. In Hiirriyet (see App. A), there is only one interview
entitled “Beyaz Tiirklerden sonra beyaz Kiirtler” (The white Kurds after the white
Turks) conducted by the columnist Ayse Arman with Murathan Mungan, a
famous literary figure who explicitly told that he is gay (05.11.2000). The
coverage of this interview does not show that Hiirriyet has a special interest in the
existence of gays and gay rights when the interviewee’s name is considered and
when the content of the interview is examined. It is obvious that this interview
was done because it has been thought that the publication of such an interview
with a famous writer is likely to attract reader’s attention. There is also one article
in Hiirriyet, which devotes a considerable space to the election of a gay mayor
candidate for Paris. Although the emphasis is on the news throughout this long

article, many quotations from multiple interviews are included in it.
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Having done the discourse analysis of the news items on homosexuals,
transvestites and transsexuals in the liberal newspapers, the news items in the
conservative newspapers are analyzed, too. The conservative newspapers such as
Akit, Vakit and Tiirkiye do not cover any information about the gay tourists, who
were not allowed to enter Kusadasi to go on a tour on 06.09.2000.

However, without giving any details of what happened in Kusadasi, Milli
Gazete (see App. 1) reminds the reader of these gay tourists who came to Turkey
through the first news story published on homosexuals in the newspaper (Milli
Gazete, 12.09.2000). The headline of this news story is “Komsu bizden hassas
cikt1” (Our neighbour is more sensitive than us) and it has a strong emotional and
judgmental emphasis. The headline is also rather critical of the fact that Turkey’s
reaction against the coming of the gay tourists for a tour to Turkey was not as
harsh as the Greek’s reaction against the coming of the lesbian tourists to one of
Greek islands named Eressos. The news story is full of direct and indirect
quotations from the statements of the mayor of Eressos to lead the reader to
believe in the story. The story is mostly composed of comments, and the main
events happened in Kusadas1 about the rejection of the gay tourists’ arrival to
Kusadas1 is vaguely implied.

However, the readers who already know about the events happened in
Kusadasi can easily understand the fargeted message of this news story published
in Milli Gazete. Further, the readers are supposed to know all about what
happened in Kusadasi as the news continued to echo for quite a while both in the
press and in the news on television. Throughout the news story, the mayor’s wish
to cause the lesbian tourist group to cancel their visit to Eressos is emphasized. It
is also repeatedly highlighted in the story that the mayor will take the lesbians
planned visit to the court so that the court will ban their visit.

In another news story entitled “Tasar: Hi¢ Olur Mu Oyle Sey” (Tasar: Is it
possible? It won’t do), as the news story analyzed above, the reader is not
informed about the details about why and how gay tourists were expelled from
Kusadas1 (Milli Gazete, 23.11.2001). The story is indirectly critical of the liberal
newspapers, which considered Kusadasi events as scandal, and condemned

Turkey’s treatment of gay tourists in Kusadasi. The headline is in the form of
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quotation taken from the statements of Tasar, who was the Minister of Tourism of
the time, and reflects the main theme of the news story. As the news story, “Our
Neighbour is More Sensitive than us” (Milli Gazete, 12.09.2000) which was
analyzed above, this one does not cover the previous events and background
depicting the reader the context clearly.

Except for Milli Gazete, none of the conservative newspapers such as Akit,
Vakit and Tiirkiye devotes any space to the news on homosexuals, transvestites or
transsexuals. However, after the duel between Mehmet Giil and Tarkan, the news
stories and the columns on homosexuals are covered in these newspapers.
Therefore, this duel can be considered the starting point of the publication of the
news related to homosexuals in the “conservative” newspapers from the duel’s
date onwards. In doing the analysis of these news stories and columns, the aim is
to shed light on the harsh and ironic language use of the columnists of the
conservative newspapers in particular.

In Akit, Karakaya’s column serves as a severe criticism written in reply to
the columns written on homosexuality in “the liberal media” (12.06.2001). In his
column entitled “Namuslular da namussuzlar kadar cesur olmadik¢a!” (As long as
honourable people are not as brave as dishonourable people...), Karakaya asserts
that just like it is an offence to call a prostitute a whore, who turns sexual
intercourse into an “occupation”, trying to find an “adjective” for Tarkan is a
shame in Turkey. The heading of Karakaya’s column is taken from the famous
statement of Ismet In6nii, who was one of the previous well-known soldiers and
presidents of Turkey. This heading has a specific meaning because by using this
heading, which is known by almost everyone in Turkey, Karakaya aims to
influence the reader, and also tries to enable the reader to take sides against the
columnists of the liberal newspapers who support homosexuals by calling them
the way they prefer to be called in their columns. Karakaya alleges that he feels
“rebellious” because in Turkey, a woman who works in a brothel or waits for a
customer on the side of the road are not called “a whore” but called “hayat
kadin1”. He asks a rhetorical question: “why we constantly try to soften these

adjectives describing what these women do.”
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Karakaya makes use of many rhetorical statements in his column, and the
choice of the words he uses has all offensive connotations (Akit, 12.06.2001). He
questions whether the women who are called “hayat kadimi” prolong life of people
as the words “hayat”; “life”, and “kadin”; “woman” suggests in Turkish or wipe
people’s families off the face of the earth. Throughout his column, Karakaya
constantly asks rhetorical questions and answers them himself in a very ironic and
harsh way. When it comes to the question of homosexuality, Karakaya first starts
to stigmatize lesbians by making use of the concept of “sevicilik”. Referring to all
the negative connotations of the word “sevicilik” that the readers are all familiar
with, he questions why the word “sevicilik” is now called “lesbianism”.

Karakaya also does not refrain from using the words “pezevenk” and
“deyyus-u ekber”, which are used as swear words in Turkish in order to express
that if a man drifts his wife into prostitution, that man is called “pezevenk” and
“deyyus-u ekber”. Karakaya also strongly asserts that it is no good to “soften”
these words describing these people’s evil acts and call them “boynuzlu” or
“geyik”; slang words used to describe men whose wives sleep with someone else.
Similarly, Karakaya claims that it is no good to call an “ibne”, an offensive slang
word used to refer to a gay in Turkish, a “homoseksiiel” or ‘“escinsel” or
“yumusak”, which are all the words used offensively in Turkish instead of the
word “gay”. He asks another rhetorical question in capital letters, “WHY DO WE
USE IMPORTED ADIJECTIVES?” Karakaya emphasizes that homosexuals
should be named as who they are openly, and suggests that we should call them
“ibne”, instead of finding imported adjectives for them like “gay”, and thus
encourage “these people” (Akit, 12.06.2001).

Karakaya suggests that instead of encouraging them, we should
“diagnose” these people so that they know what a “disgraceful, shameful thing”
they do. The use of the word “diagnose” connotes that Karakaya considers
homosexuals as “ill” people, who need treatment (Akit, 12.06.2001).

Karakaya asks another rhetorical question, “Why do we show all this
‘tolerance’ for these people?” Then, Karakaya criticizes the columnist of Radikal,
Berkan’s opinions that he has stated in Radikal (“Gay”, 10.06.2001) by quoting

statements from Berkan’s statements. Karakaya points out to the fact that as it is
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understood from Berkan’s statements, “ibneler” prefer to be called “gays” (Akit,
12.06.2001).

Karakaya asserts that the thing “these people” do is not something good,
so why we should call them the way they want to be called. He states that he does
not have to support them by calling them the way they want to be called. Through
a severe mockery Karakaya states, “Yes, they will do everything improper and
will do these things in public, and spread the propaganda of the things they do and
I will ‘sympathise with’ them!” Karakaya refers to the journalists and columnists
of the liberal newspapers who call homosexuals “gays” and “geys” in their news
stories and columns as “yumusaklar”, which is a very offensive word used in
Turkish to refer to gays. Thus, he verbally attacks these columnists and blames
them. He states that because of these “yumusaklar”, while “abnormals” are doing
what they like, “normal” are raising no objection in this country. He goes on to
say that, “in this country, to be a ‘normal’ woman or a man has turned out to be
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‘an offence’”. He exclaims very rudely, “No, stop there, everyone should know
how far one can go and his ‘adjective’ to be used to describe himself” (Akit,
12.06.2001).

Then, Karakaya reminds the reader of the heading of his column, and this
time gives the reader the full statement of Inonii’s well-known statement, “In a
country, as long as honourable people are not as brave as dishonourable people,
that country is doomed to be ruined!” Karakaya puts the blame on the people and
the columnists who support gays and who call them gays in the first place for
everything that goes bad in Turkey (Akiz, 12.06.2001).

As he makes it quite clear in the heading of his column, he considers the
writers of the liberal media as his enemies and declares war upon them (Akit,
12.06.2001). In the same column, Karakaya claims that it is “perversion” to talk
about Tarkan’s naked photographs when there are many problems in Turkey. He
remarks that what is bothering him a lot is the fact that Tarkan and “the likes of
him” are on the agenda, and thus “some people” - referring to the columnists of
the liberal newspapers- support “perversions”, and try to arouse “sympathy” for
homosexuals. Karakaya emphasises once again that no one has a right to reflect

these “perversions” as something “cute” (Akiz, 12.06.2001).
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A day after Karakaya’s column is published in Akir (12.06.2001), Hadi
Uluengin writes a column in reply to Hasan Karakaya without referring to
Karakaya directly in his column (Hiirriyet, 13.06.2001). Uluengin expresses that
for him, except for incest and violence, the relationships between the individuals
who have come of age only concern themselves. There is nothing to be considered
as “taboo”, and people have a no right to a say anything about other people’s
relationships.

The debates on Tarkan’s sexuality fuel the controversy between the liberal
and conservative media on the issue of homosexuality and degeneracy in public.
Therefore, in their columns, some columnists of the conservative newspapers
express their dissatisfaction with the opinions of the columnists of the liberal
newspapers. In his column entitled “Tarkan ve medya tlizerine diisiinceler”
(Tarkan and thoughts on the media), Kili¢ states that it is a pity to see that with the
help of some of the media there is a tendency to associate being gay with having a
legitimate lifestyle and an honourable sexual preference. Subsequently, there is an
attempt to turn homosexuality into a third sex having specific rights in Turkey
(Tiirkiye, 14.06.2001). Using verbal irony, Kili¢c states that he is thankful to
“birkisim media” (some of the media) for their contribution to this degeneracy.

In Akit, Uzmez devotes his column “Tarkan tartismast” (The discussion on
Tarkan) to express his harsh criticism about the degeneracy of sexuality in Turkey
(Akit, 14.06.2001). The heading gives the reader the summary of the column. In
the column, Uzmez makes comments on the photographs of Tarkan taken with a
man while they were kissing. Uzmez asserts that if Tarkan has really done what
has been told about him, he is rather sinful. However, he goes on to say that if the
rumours about Tarkan are true, he is not the only one to blame. He asks a
rhetorical question “Is the system that causes Tarkan to be in this condition free of
blame?” Then, Uzmez expresses his criticism on the general moral deterioration
in Turkey.

Uzmez also states that religion is kept apart from social life under the
guise of “Religion is a matter of conscience”. At schools, lessons called “sexual
education” are taught. He strongly criticizes sexual education given at schools. He

states that young girls should not ask their teachers questions like, “whether
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swallowing sperm is useful or not”, “what about the dimensions of a sexual
organ?” Uzmez asserts that these questions are considered as the requirement of
being modern. He states that he does not blame Tarkan, homosexuals or
transvestites for anything. He alleges that the system is to blame for the
degeneration in Turkey, and these people are just the victims of the system (Akir,
14.06.2001).

Like Uzmez, Kilig criticizes the degeneration he claims to observe in the
society in his column entitled “ABD; Cokiisiin Tohumlar1” (ABD; The seeds of
the collapse) (Tiirkiye, 03.07.2001). As it is understood from the heading, in his
column Kili¢ criticizes the values of modern societies, and blames America for
being a wrong role model to Turkey. Then, he assumes that homosexuality is
another dimension of the moral degeneration that the so-called modern societies
confront with.

Kili¢ asserts that homosexuals who are called “gays” have started to be
acknowledged as the third sex having legitimate, specific rights and immunities
without referring to the demonstration of the gays on May 1 directly, Kilig
criticizes that gays now have started to walk around and yell about “the pride of
being gay”. He uses the phrase “the pride of being gay” in quotation marks to
stress the verbal irony he uses. Through this phrase, he points out that he thinks
gays have no pride. Kilic goes on to say that the things that have been done
behind the closed doors are now done out in the open and to show contempt for
these gays, referring to the ones who attend the demonstrations, are not considered
just politically (Tiirkiye, 03.07.2001).

Kili¢ concludes his criticism on the “coming out” of gays by claiming that
homosexuals do not feel the need to hide their “sexual preferences”! Kili¢
frequently uses quotation marks and exclamation marks in his writing either to
ridicule gays or to draw the reader’s attention to the fact that the things that should
be considered shameful and disgusting are now considered “normal”. Kilic goes
one step further and puts forward a strong assertion that everyone knows AIDS
has been spreading all around the world because of gays yet no one does anything

to prevent them. In his own style, Kili¢ again criticizes the role the so-called
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liberal newspapers play and blames them for causing degeneration in society
(Ttirkiye, 03.07.2001).

None of the columns covered in the conservative newspapers include the
context on circumstances and previous events, the details of the arguments in the
news stories on the duel between Tarkan and Giil. As no space is reserved in
Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Sabah, no space for the background of the issue of
homosexuality in Turkey is reserved in these conservative newspapers, too.

The analysis of all the news items on homosexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals covered in both liberal and conservative newspapers bring out that
the columnists of all the conservative newspapers declare war on the columnists
of the liberal newspapers, who have a liberal viewpoint on the existence of gays
and gay rights in particular. Furthermore, in their columns, the conservative
columnists usually blame transvestites and homosexuals for causing degeneration
in society. These columnists claim that children can take homosexuals as role
models, and therefore they can show homosexual tendencies when they grow up.

Most of the columnists of the conservative newspapers criticize Tarkan for
having feminine characteristics and dancing like a woman, and therefore they
claim that Tarkan sets a bad example for the youth of Turkey as if the first
“symptom” of being homosexual is acting like a woman. It is true that some of
the homosexuals act like a woman as Freud (1977) states, “an inverted man is like
a man who feels like a woman in search of a man” (p. 55). However, Freud’s
following explanations on homosexuality as he calls “inversion” throw light to a
common “misconception” in our society that homosexuals are the men who act or
think and feel like women.

However, this statement only shows one side of the coin although it is
really quite popular. Freud (1977) states that although this statement goes for
“quite a number of inverts, it is far from expressing “a universal characteristic of
inversion”. He goes on to say that a large proportion of male inverts keep “the
mental quality of masculinity” and they have “few of the secondary characters of
the opposite sex.” For this reason, they are in search of a sexual object that has
feminine mental traits” (p.55). That is why male prostitutes who offer themselves

to inverts imitate women in terms of “clothing and behaviour”. In order to clarify
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his point, Freud (1977) gives an example from ancient Greece. An invert in the
ancient Greece would be excited not by “the masculine character of a boy”, but by
“his physical resemblance to a woman” and ‘“his feminine mental qualities” as
well, such as “his shyness, modesty, his need for instruction and assistance.”
(p.55)

However, when the young boy grows up and become a man, he stops
being a sexual object for inverts, and he himself becomes “a lover of boys”. In
short, for the invert, “the sexual object is not someone of the same sex but
someone who combines the characters of both sexes”. Therefore, “the sexual
object is a kind of reflection of the subject’s own bisexual nature” (Freud, 1977,
pp- 55-56).

As Freud (1977) states, in the case of women, the situation is “less
ambiguous” since the active inverts of women show “masculine characteristics,
both physical and mental”. Therefore, they “look for femininity in their sexual
objects” (p. 57). Because Turkish society is a patriarchal society, inversion in
women is not even taken into consideration. It is common knowledge that Turkish
people have a tendency not to take inversion in women seriously as it is
commonly believed in Turkish society that women always need men to gratify

their sexual needs in the “real sense” in the end.

3.2. THE ANALYSIS OF THE INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED WITH THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GAY ORGANISATIONS IN TURKEY

An interview is “an intentional conversation” between two people and it is
done for specific purposes to “seek information, opinion or evidence of someone’s
state of mind” (Keeble, 1994, p. 63). By conducting an interview, the interviewer
tries to understand and observe the interviewee’s experiences, thoughts,
comments, intentions, perception, reactions and attitudes (Yildinm & Simsek,
2000).

As Keeble (1994) states the interviewee has a purpose just as the
interviewer does. The interviewees may seek to convey an opinion or information,

hide a secret, or merely try to express their thoughts and ideas clearly. Therefore,
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the interviewer should be vigilant in order not to be misinformed and misguided
by the source.

Having made the extensive textual analysis of the three common events
covered in most of the newspapers analysed for this study, it is revealed that
Turkish Daily Press covers news items on homosexuals only when they are the
actor or the topic of a sensational event. In addition, when homosexuality is
mentioned in the press, it is portrayed as a marginal and an unaccepted
phenomenon. Since the lives of the gays living in Turkey are likely to be
influenced by the media coverage of homosexuality and homosexuals, it is
necessary to compare the findings of this media coverage with the viewpoint of
the participants of the gay organisations on this coverage. Therefore, interviews
are done with the participants of these gay organisations.

Although the homosexuals living in Turkey are marginalised, there are gay
organisations, which try to fight to improve their living conditions. For instance,
Kaos GL, which is a group founded in September 1994 with the purpose of
bringing Turkey's gays together to struggle against discrimination is now the only
official publication organ of gays and lesbians in Turkey. There is also Lambda
Istanbul, which is a non-governmental organisation established in 1993 to solve
the problems gays confront with, to form a kind of solidarity among gays, and to
change the negative viewpoints on gays.

In order to learn and reveal the viewpoint of the participants of these gay
organisations mentioned above, face-to-face interviews with twelve participants
were conducted. The interviewees preferred to be referred to as participants or
commissioners in the study because according to their allegation, there is not a
hierarchy in their organisations, and therefore it is not proper to refer to them as
representatives or heads of the organisation. Four of the interviewees gave consent
to the publication of their names in this study. The interviews lasted
approximately thirty minutes, and each interview was completed in one session.
During the interviews, the interviewees willingly expressed their ideas and
opinions.

Before the interviews started, the interviewees were not told all the details

about the aims and findings of the study. They were told that they were going to
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be interviewed for a study conducted on the portrayal of homosexuality in the
Turkish Daily Press thinking that telling them the detailed aims and findings of
the study before the interview would be manipulating them. However, the
interviewees were reminded of the three common events covered in the
newspapers. In addition, the interviews were done in a general discussion form,
not only focusing on specific questions.

As Keeble (1994) states, because “members of progressive groups such as
peace activists, feminists, trade unionists, gays, lesbians, have been pilloried in the
media, they are likely to be hesitant about expressing their opinions during an
interview.” (p. 68) Therefore, although the interviewees were not told about the
details of the study, they were told that what was hoped to extract from the
interviews clearly, before the interviews were done. Furthermore, they were
assured that unless they wanted their names to be published in the study, they
would not be published. It was also stated that what was hoped to get from the
interviews was to learn their opinions on the portrayal of homosexuality and
homosexuals in the Turkish Daily Press.

According to Patton (1987), a general interview guide or interview
questions should be prepared before the interview so that the same information
can be obtained from a number of interviewees. For this reason, several interview
questions (see App. J) were prepared for the interviews done with the participants
of Kaos GL and Lambda istanbul.

The common thoughts and explanations of the interviews with specific
references to the explanations of the four interviewees, who gave consent to the
publication of their names in this study, will be given.

In order to find out the viewpoint of the participants of these gay
organisations mentioned above, I first had an interview with Ali Erol, who names
himself as one of the participants of Kaos GL. Then, I conducted an interview
with Izlem Aybasti, who names herself as the commissioner of the group of the
academic studies of Lambda. This group follows the academic studies and
research conducted on gays, lesbians, transvestites and transsexuals. I also did
interviews with M. Bawer Cakir, one of the commissioners of the media group of

Lambda, which follows the news items published on gays, lesbians, transvestites
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and transsexuals. Then, I did an interview with Umut Giiner, another participant
of Kaos GL.

Ali Erol states that he believes it is not possible to consider the newspapers
as good or bad, or in terms of liberal or conservative when he is asked to reflect
on the news items of the newspapers called liberal, and the ones called
conservative in the study. He states, “He personally thinks the homophobic
approaches of some of the journalists are due to their ignorance about
homosexuality.”

Erol points out to the fact that these conservative newspapers include only
columns on homosexuality and homosexuals when there is a sensational event
like the rumours about Tarkan’s sexual orientation so that they can express their
negative opinions and harsh criticism on gays. He adds that the conservative
newspapers are usually unwilling to mention anything on gays anyway, because
there is a common misconception in the society that the more people are exposed
to the news about gays the more people will turn out to be gays.

Erol does not even feel that it is necessary to talk a lot about the
approaches of the newspapers like Akit, Tiirkiye and Milli Gazete towards gays
because he thinks that “they appeal to the masses who like to swear against gays
and all the others who do not have the same opinions as them and do not live like
themselves.” Therefore, Erol states he does not believe that people other than the
readers of those newspapers will take the articles published in Akit, Vakit, Tiirkiye
or Milli Gazete seriously.

Erol also alleges it does not matter much whether the news on gays are
presented to the reader in the form of a news story, a column, and an article or in
any other kind of news story as he states, “it is not unusual for the media to cover
sensational events in any kind of news items.” He adds that gays are mentioned in
the news items when they are involved in a sensational event or a trouble.
However, he says he does not feel offended because he thinks the approach of the
newspapers towards other news events are not much different from their approach
towards the events related to homosexuals.

When he is asked if he thinks there is a difference between the way other

newspapers cover the news items on homosexuality and homosexuals and
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Radikal, Erol’s statements cast light on an important issue. Erol states that it is a
fact that Radikal covers a considerable number of news items, particularly the
columns on gays whose contents seem to be different from the other news texts
covered in other newspapers. However, he goes on to say that this cannot be
considered as if Radikal makes a contribution to the formation of favourable-
positive connotations towards homosexuality and homosexuals in the media.

Erol thinks the reason why the coverage of the news items on
homosexuality and homosexuals in Radikal is different from the coverage of the
other newspapers is that Radikal appeals to a different group of readers. In this
regard, Erol also emphasizes the fact that “while a newspaper of the same media
group refers to them gays, another newspaper of the same media group calls them
nonos” which is an offensive word used to insult gays in Turkish. However, Erol
expresses that he does not get angry because of this. He thinks, “different
newspapers of the same media group generally approach the same matters in
different ways since the owners of those newspapers try to appeal to different type
of readers.” Therefore, as Erol does not regard the coverage of Radikal as a real
contribution to the formation of positive viewpoints on gays in the society, he
does not take the coverage of the conservative newspapers seriously, either.

In contrast with Erol, izlem from Lambda Istanbul, who is one of the
commissioners of the group, which follows the academic studies conducted on
gays, lesbians, transvestites and transsexuals, states that “it is rather annoying and
disturbing to read the columns full of the four-letter words and all those
contemptible comments about homosexuals in the conservative newspapers.”

[zlem also asserts that these columns are likely to influence the people who
are ignorant of the facts on homosexuality to a large extent, and perpetuate their
already existing prejudices on homosexuals. She adds that the negative approach
of the conservative newspapers leads the common and ignorant people to label
gays as others, and this is likely to turn the lives of gays into a hell in the long run.
Izlem also states, “The newspapers tend to cover news on homosexuals when a
connection between a sensational event and the homosexuals are formed as seen
in the news items on Kusadasi events and on Tarkan’s sexuality.” She also adds

that one of the reasons why the existence of gays is ignored unless there is
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something sensational in the event is that people feel fearful that “being gay
would be inflicted on normal people (heterosexuals) when they read news on
gays.”

However, Umut Giiner, another participant of Kaos GL, is not of Izlem’s
opinion. Giiner believes that the media have shown a progress recently. He states,
“Although there are not proper news texts on homosexuals in any of the
newspapers yet”, he still holds a grain of hope that one day homosexuality would
not be regarded as perversion and gays would not be excluded from the society.

M. Bawer Cakir, who is one of the commissioners of the media group of
Lambda, asserts that the news items on gays, transvestites or transsexuals are all
sensational. What is more, Cakir alleges, “While preparing the news text the aim
of the journalist and columnist is to draw the reader’s attention to the news text
through the headlines, the choice of the words, the charts and the negative
comments quoted only from one point of view to manipulate the reader.” He also
claims that even the news items published on gays in Radikal are not liberal in the
real sense. Cakir claims that this is because “there is a stronger censorship on the
journalists and columnists now than there was five years ago.”

Cakar also states that most of the journalists consider gay organisations as
if their organisation is the source for the newspapers, which are looking for a
lesbian, gay or a transvestite to have an interview, so that they can create a
sensational news text. He asserts that some journalists call them and want to have
an interview with someone who works in Lambda Istanbul, however after the
interview, they report the interview in a different way than it really is. He also
states that the reporters sometimes call them just to ask them to find a lesbian or a
transvestite for an interview.

Cakir is also quite critical of the inadequate context and insufficient
background of the news items where gays or transvestites are the main actors. He
states that when a transvestite is taken to a hospital, the transvestite may not get
the necessary treatment. In this case, that transvestite’s friends get angry and
cause trouble, and a news story is prepared about this event with all the details
covering the troubles the transvestites made without presenting what led those

transvestites to cause trouble in the hospital to the reader. Cakir also puts forth
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that exposure to the same type of news stories for a long time lead the reader into
believing that all transvestites are troublemakers, who cause trouble without any
reason.

All the interviewees commonly state that in order to be visible, they have
to come out, which means, “instead of trying to hide their sexual orientation they
should express their sexual identity freely.” They should actively take part in
every aspect of social life. However, they also express that they are aware of the
constraints of this coming out process since they can face isolation and losing
their jobs. Therefore, they believe that the coming out process will take a lot of
time. When they are asked whether they attach importance to the news items
published on gays or not, they all state that they are well aware of the importance
of being mentioned in the press for the sake of being visible. Some of them state
that some journalists use their willingness to be visible in the media, and abuse
them. For instance, they say that they sometimes have an interview with a
reporter; however, their words are reported in the news story in a completely
distorted way.

Both the participants of Kaos GL and Lambda Istanbul stress that they
would like to read the activities of their organizations in the newspapers.
However, they remark that gays, transvestites and transsexuals are only
considered to be sources of presenting “attractive” news stories to the reader.

Furthermore, the interviewees commonly complained about the absence of
a proper context covering the necessary background information for the readers to
understand and comment on the event that the news items present to the reader.
This is in parallel with the findings of my analysis of the news texts carried out for
my study. Both in the liberal and conservative newspapers, the background
information on the event or events that the news text informs the reader about is
missing. Even if some background information is given in the news text, it falls
short in drawing the whole picture clearly to the reader. The interviewees
particularly underline that if a transvestite resorts to violence, the reason why the
transvestite resorts to violence should be covered in the news text as well as the

trouble that transvestite causes.
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Another common point that all the interviewees pointed out during the
interviews is that gays are either ignored altogether in the news texts, despised or
although they are exposed to violence and pressure, this is not covered in the news
texts at all.

From these interviews, it is deduced that the participants of these gay
organisations think that the newspaper coverage of homosexuality is rather
sensational and partial. They state that even Radikal, which is considered to have
a different social and political stance from the other liberal newspapers, does not
reflect homosexuality impartially. The common viewpoint of these participants on
the newspaper coverage of homosexuals and homosexuality is that the
newspapers, they are all sensational and far from reflecting the reality of the
incidents. They all stress that most of the news items covered in the newspapers
influence their lives negatively because the newspaper coverage on gays reflects
gays either as troublemakers or as people who are sick and who need to be cured
and excluded from the society.

Except for a few of the participants, who were interviewed, most of the
interviewees do not take the coverage of the conservative newspapers seriously
because they think that the aim of these newspapers is just to insult gays, and this
is what the reader of their reader profile expects them to do. They all believe that
the reader of these newspapers have such stereotypical views that whatever they
read on homosexuality would not make a big difference in the way they regard
homosexuality.

Having made the textual analysis of the news items on homosexuality and
homosexuals, it is seen that the findings of this analysis and the viewpoints
derived from the interviews conducted with the participants and the
commissioners of the gay organisations in Turkey are the same. Therefore, it is
not wrong to assert that the findings of the interviews support and complement the
findings of the analysis carried out on the news items, particularly covering the

three common events covered in most the newspapers analysed for this study.
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CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSION

In this study, the media coverage of homosexuality in the Turkish Daily
Press is analysed to bring out how the media report homosexuality and
homosexuals. Then, this press representations and the perception of this
representation by the homosexuals themselves are compared.

For this reason, all the news items covered in the daily newspapers
published in Turkey, and classified as a category concerning homosexuality and
homosexuals in the Turkish Parliament library between 28.12.1998 and 15.6.2006
are scrutinised. After giving a brief frame of the heterosexist language in Turkey
and a historical account of homosexuality, an extensive textual analysis of the
three common events covered in most of the newspapers analysed for the study is
carried out. In this way, how the comparative analysis of the same event is
reflected in the newspapers, which have different stances is examined.

As a part of the analysis of the press representations of homosexuality and
homosexuals in Turkey, in-depth interviews are conducted with the people, who
define themselves as homosexual and who are the participants of the gay
organisations established in Turkey. Thus, their viewpoint on the representation of
themselves in the Turkish Daily Press is tried to be brought out.

In order to be able to do the comparative analysis of the same events on
homosexuality that are covered in all twenty-two different liberal and
conservative newspapers, the news items of these newspapers are categorised in
the tables showing the distribution of the different news items on homosexuality.
These tables categorise the news items covered in the newspapers analysed for the
study as the ones having favourable-positive connotations, the ones having
unfavourable-negative connotations, and as the ones having indifferent-neutral

connotations. Then, the detailed textual analysis of these news items is made.
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Since the analysis of the coverage of the news items on homosexuality in
Hiirriyet and Milliyet are more or less similar, first the findings of the analysis of
these newspapers are compared with one another. Hiirriyet and Milliyet seem to
have devoted some space to gay rights in some of their columns on
homosexuality. However, not only the content and the language used in the
columns but also the content and the language used in the news stories and articles
covered in Hiirriyet and Milliyet indicate that all news items that are devoted to
homosexuals, transvestites and transsexuals are published in these newspapers
because they are likely to attract the reader’s attention.

The textual analysis of the headlines of the news items of Hiirriyet and
Milliyet reveals that, these headlines are usually sensational and judgemental even
though the content of these news items do not cover the offensive words and
phrases that the conservative newspapers do. However, when the harsh language
used by the columnists of the conservative newspapers is considered, the general
viewpoint of the liberal newspapers on homosexuality can be considered as
liberal.

Besides, when the tables showing the percentages of the different types of
the news coverage of the liberal newspapers on homosexuals, transvestites and
transsexuals are analysed without regarding the detailed findings of the textual
analysis of this news coverage, it is revealed that Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Radikal
regard homosexuality with a positive approach compared to the conservative
newspapers.

In Radikal, which has a different social and political stance from all the
other newspapers analysed, the news on homosexuals is usually covered in the
columns with few exceptions. All these columns have a positive approach without
exception. Furthermore, the language and the content of these columns are quite
straightforward, and there is no disturbing exaggeration and repetition in them.
These columns seem to have been written to shed light on the issue of
homosexuality in Turkey from all dimensions of the subject. From this
perspective, the other leading popular newspapers such as Hiirriyet and Milliyet
do not seem to be as liberal as Radikal even though these three newspapers belong

to the same media group.
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In relation to the coverage of Radikal on gays, the interviewees state that
although the news coverage of Radikal seems to be positive, the reason for this is
to appeal to different group of readers. However, whether these newspapers are
after commercial concerns with the aim of appealing to a certain group of readers
or not, at least Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Radikal reserved a considerable space for the
news on gays in the period of the study. What is more, there is not any harsh
criticism on homosexuals in the news texts of these newspapers.

However, when the coverage of the newspapers classified as conservative
in this study such as Akit, Milli Gazete, Tiirkiye and Vakit is analyzed, it is seen
that the news items covered in these newspapers are all negative, and most of
them include harsh criticism on homosexuals. In addition, the columnists of these
conservative newspapers express their hatred and disapproval of the columnists of
the liberal and popular press that have revealed positive viewpoints with regard to
homosexuality in their columns. Particularly, the language these columnists use in
their columns is rather harsh including swear words and harsh criticism on the
columns covered in the liberal newspapers.

Besides, the analysis of the news items of the conservative newspapers
brings to surface that the columnists of these newspapers openly express that they
believe homosexuals set bad examples for young people. This belief can be the
explanation of the reason why the space devoted to the news on homosexuality
are less in comparison with the space reserved in the liberal newspapers in the
long period of the analysis carried out for this study. This is because the
columnists of these newspapers are of the opinion that if they reserve a
considerable space for this kind of news in their newspapers, they will be setting
bad examples for the young people of their country.

The interviewees’ statements on the approach of the conservative
newspapers towards homosexuality support the findings of the analysis of the
coverage of the news items of these newspapers. As Potter (2001) states, most of
the concern about the media representation focuses on “behavioural effects” (p.
262). There is a common belief that just like reading and watching news about

violence will lead people to behave aggressively, reading and watching portrayals
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of people having different sexual orientation in the media is likely to cause people
to involve in illicit or unacceptable deeds.

Further, the columnists of the conservative newspapers are afraid of
helping homosexuals’ voices to be heard by the press by covering news items on
them in the newspapers. Some of the columnists of these newspapers openly
express in their columns that devoting space to the news on homosexuality and
showing sympathy towards homosexuals will lead to the normalization of being
gay in society. This is what is commonly stated almost in the statements of all the
interviewees.

Overall, the news on homosexuals is covered with more or less at the same
intensity in the liberal newspapers like Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Radikal. However,
as the news on Tarkan and the rumours about his sexual orientation are considered
as “sensational news”, this news has a lead in all the liberal newspapers, and
therefore occupies a larger space. Akit, Vakit, Tiirkiye and Milli Gazete do not
devote any space to the news on homosexuals, as they do not want to make gays’
voices heard by the press through the news about them. Instead of reserving space
for the news on homosexuality, space for the columns reflecting harsh criticism
and disapproval of homosexuality and homosexuals is reserved in these
newspapers. However, these conservative newspapers still devote a considerable
space to the news on Tarkan and the rumours about his sexual orientation to be
able to express their hatred and disapproval of gays. These columnists make use
of alarming headings and a strong language consisting of negative remarks on
gays to attract their reader’s attention, and furthermore they try to make them
show strong reactions by arousing feelings of disgust and hatred.

The interviewees commonly state that gays are mentioned in a news text,
when they are involved in a sensational event, or when it is thought that gays can
be related with a news event both in liberal and conservative newspapers.
Particularly, the interviewees’ statements are the same as the findings of the
analysis carried out for this study. They think that when the news on gays is
covered especially in the columns of conservative newspapers, the columnists aim

to evoke feelings of hatred against homosexuals.
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The comparative analysis of the liberal newspapers reveals that the overall
percent of the news on homosexuals are not quite different from one another
except for a few exceptional cases. However, when the content of each news story
and column is compared, the differences of the portrayal of each newspaper of
homosexuality come to surface. For instance, Radikal devotes a lot of space to
gay rights in the long columns and articles by giving examples from the European
countries, whereas Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Sabah do not devote any space to gay
rights. The interviewees are all aware of the different stance of Radikal; however,
they do not regard this as a very positive improvement, which is likely to make a
very significant positive affect in their lives.

The analysis of all the conservative newspapers also brings out that gay
rights never become the subject of the news stories or columns just as they are not
mentioned at all in the liberal newspapers except for Radikal.

Besides, the news stories, particularly the columns on homosexuals that
are published in the conservative newspapers usually cover additional information
in the form of direct and indirect quotations from the people who criticize the
existence of homosexuals. For instance, it is seen that Mehmet Giil’s words and
the complaints that the conservative columnists claim there are in the society
about homosexuals are frequently quoted. In the long columns, especially in Akit
and Vakit the quotations are presented in a paragraph and sometimes in successive
paragraphs.

The lexical choices of the reporters or the columnists of all the newspapers
analysed in this study reflect their ideological standing as well as the newspaper
they work for. For instance, the use of the word “homosexual” instead of “gay” is
a lexical choice, which reflects the point of view of the reporters or the columnists
as well as the general viewpoint of the newspapers towards homosexuals.

Except for a few exceptions, the news stories cover the main events, but
provide limited information on the context and the people who are involved in the
events. Furthermore, nearly in all the news stories analysed for this study,
particularly in the news stories of Hiirriyet and Milliyet, it is observed that
comments are presented in the form of the verbal reactions of the participants,

other concerned parties and the people who are likely to be considered the

90



“authorities of the society” such as the psychiatrists and mayors mentioned in the
news stories.

In all the news items analyzed, even if the journalists and columnists do
not present their own evaluations directly, their evaluations can be found easily in
their lexical choices.

In fact, the columnists of the conservative newspapers allege that the news
items on the homosexuals revealing the existence of the homosexuals, depicting
homosexuality in detail, and the rights of the homosexuals cause the dominant
notions of masculinity to be ridiculed because of the coverage of such news in the
liberal newspapers. Therefore, the representation of homosexuals in the
newspapers is also regarded to be contributing to the failure of men, in other
words, to the emasculinisation of men. This fear is expressed directly and
explicitly in the news coverage of homosexuality in the conservative newspapers,
and sometimes implicitly, sometimes explicitly this is expressed in the liberal
newspapers, too. Central to the fears of Turkish society is that homosexuality has
contributed to the undermining of the patriarchal structure of Turkish society and
the male paradigm of control. The interviewees arrive at the same point that the
existence of gays is disturbing for heterosexuals because whenever gays are
mentioned, they feel that their authority is questioned.

As Whitehead (2001) states, manhood is considered to be “innate”, “the
result of androgens” or “the possession of a penis” (p. 266). In other words, it is
thought to be a quality that a man has or do not have, and there is a tendency to
think that masculinity is to be proved time after time particularly whenever it is
questioned. In other words, manhood is something to be achieved and gained,
which requires a constant and remorseless struggle in Turkish society. Therefore,
it is possible to conclude that in Turkish society, it is commonly believed that the
existence of homosexuals contributes to the reinforcement of the definition of the
masculinity, which is widely accepted in society.

In contrast with the situation of gays in Turkey, there are positive changes
with regard to the viewpoint on homosexuals in most of the European and North
American countries, and homosexuals have been attaining certain legal rights like

the right to get married. However, the newspaper coverage of homosexuals and
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homosexuality in Turkey is likely to increase and intensify the already existing
worries and fears of men in Turkish society towards homosexuals. In other words,
the analysis of the news coverage of homosexuality in the research period of this
study reveals that this coverage is far from causing a considerable number of
people to reconsider previously held beliefs and negative viewpoints on
homosexuality.

After making the extensive textual analysis of the three common events on
homosexuality and homosexuals covered in most of the newspapers analysed for
this study, it is seen that the findings of this analysis and the viewpoints derived
from the interviews conducted with the participants and the commissioners of the
gay organisations in Turkey complement and support one another.

Consequently, the analysis carried out for this study reveals that Turkish
Daily Press covers news items on homosexuals only when they are the actor or the
topic of a sensational event. In addition, when homosexuality is mentioned in the

press, it is portrayed as a marginal and unaccepted phenomenon.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX A

THE NEWS ITEMS OF HURRIYET ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

800 ESCINSEL TURIST KUSADASI'NA SOKULMADI
07/09/2000

Hiirriyet

Haber

Bir giinliik tur i¢in gemiyle Kusadasi'na gelen eight hundred gay, polis tarafindan
ilceden kovuldu. Esnaf ve turist rehberleri polisin bu tutumuna isyan ederken, tur
sorumlusu ‘‘O zaman Biilent Ersoy'u da sahneden indirsinler’” dedi. ISRAIL'den
yola c¢ikan ve ¢ogunlugu ABD'lilerden olusan eight hundred gay turisti tasiyan
Tura Gemi Turizm Acentasi'na ait Olympie Vuyager adli gemi, diin saat 14.30'da
Kusadas1 Limani'na demir att1. ‘Aykirt’ turistler, daha sonra kendilerini Efes antik
kentine gotiirecek 25 otobiise binerek Selcuk'a dogru yola cikti. Otobiislerden
17'si Sel¢uk'a giris yapti. Grubun arkasinda kalan 8 otobiis ise, il¢e sinirinda polis
tarafindan durduruldu. Talimatin icisleri Bakanhigi'ndan geldigi belirtilerek turist
otobiisleri limana geri dondiiriildii. Efes'i gezen diger grup da doniiste polis

engeliyle karsilasti.

llgeye GIREMEDILER

Gayler, otobiislere doldurularak limana getirildi. Kusadast1 merkezin girerek
aligveris yapmak isteyen turistlere izin verilmedi. Sabahin erken saatlerinden
itibaren kalabalik gay grubunu bekleyen turist rehberleri ile esnaf uygulamayi
protesto etti. Limana gelen Kusadasi Belediye Baskami Fuat Akdogan da,

organizator Johathan Evrin'le goriiserek turistlerden 6ziir diledi. Johathan Evrin,
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gecen yil gelen gay grubunun sorun yasamadigini belirterek, uygulamanin
Tiirkiye'ye yakigsmadigimi soyledi. Turistleri tasiyan gemi programini bozmadi.
Istanbul'a dogru yola ¢ikti. Tura Gemi Turizm Acentas1 Kusadas1 yetkilisi Figen
Ayan, Emniyet Miidiirliigii ile Kaymakamlik arasinda mekik dokudugunu,
Kaymakam Hayrettin Altunok ve Ilce Emniyet Miidiirii Gokhan Erdénmez'den
net cevap alamadigin1 sdyledi. ‘‘Bu bir rezalet, boyle bir olay olamaz. Bundan
sonra Amerikali turist gelmez. Gayler, travestiler toplum ahlakina aykiriysa o
zaman Biilent Ersoy'u da sahneden indirsinler’” dedi. Gazetecilerin glimriik
sahasina girmesine izin verilmedi. Turistlerle birlikte Efes'ten donen rehberler ve
limanda toplanan esnaf uygulamayi1 protesto etti. Tiirk milleti ve devleti adina
turistlerden Oziir dilemek zorunda kaldiklarini belirten rehberler, emri verenleri
istifaya cagirdi. Rehberler,‘‘Kusadasi'mi bitirip bizim ekmegimizle oynamaya

kimsenin hakki yok’’diye bagirdi.

BAY BASKAN!
08/09/2000
Hiirriyet

Kose Yazisi
EMIN COLASAN

O, her adli yilin acilisinda kendince 6nemli bir nutuk atiyor. Giinler 6ncesinden
kapaniyor ve 115 sayfalik bir metin hazirliyor. Térende okuyor da okuyor. Bay
Baskan'in ‘‘cok 6nemli’’ bir nutuk atacagi, onceden seriat¢ci basinda yer aliyor.
Belli ki oralara s1izdirmis. Fethullah'in gazetesi manset atiyor:

*“Adli Yil bugiin bashyor. Gozler Sami Sel¢uk'ta.”’

Fazilet'in gazetesi de ‘‘miijdeyi’’ birinci sayfadan duyuruyor:

“‘Selcuk ders verecek.”’

Her ikisi de Bay Baskan'in neler sdyleyecegini bildiriyorlar. Onceden sizdirilmus,
konusmasindan sonra rahatlayacaklar...‘‘Helal olsun, Yargitay Baskan1 yine bize

calisti’”” diyecekler.

Hkock
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Bay Baskan nutkunu atiyor, bir siirii konuda ahkam kesiyor. Tiirkiye'nin birinci
tehlikesi olan irticadan s6z yok! Yoksa olmasint mi1 bekliyordunuz? Bay Bagkan
ve digerlerinin hak ettigi yaniti, hemen ardindan konusan Tiirkiye Barolar Birligi
Baskani1 Eralp Ozgen veriyor. Agzina saglik.

Torenden sonra etrafina giiliiciikler dagitan Recai beyamca ¢ok mutlu. Bay
Baskan'in konusmasini ¢ok begendigini soyliiyor. Diinkii seriat¢i basin da zevkten
dort kose olmus. Iste size diinkii mansetleri:

“‘Once hukuk. Yargitay Baskani1 hukuku ve demokrasiyi savundu.
“Cumhurbagkani, mesajiyla Sel¢uk'a destek verdi.”’

“‘Cumhurbagkanm Sezer ve Yargitay Baskani Sel¢uk, devlete hukuku ve insam
hatirlatt1.”

“‘Fosillere asil cevap. Yargitay Bagskam1 Sami Selcuk, fosillerin dayatmalarina
kars1 bir asil ¢ikis daha yapt1.”’

“Yargitay Baskani1 Selcuk, Tiirkiye'yi rahatlatacak yolu gosterdi. Kutan: Selcuk
muhtesem konustu.”’

Helal olsun be! Bay Baskan 0yle muhtesem adam ki!.. Ve de dyle muhtegem
konusuyor ki, seriatcilarin agzindan bal damlatiyor. Bay Sezer'in de destegini
almis, onlara gobek attiriyor.

Ben ¢ok merak ediyorum, Bay Baskan'in attigni bu nutuklar acaba yargiyi
bagliyor mu? Yargitay'l, Danistay'l, cilekes hdkim ve savcilarimizi ne Olgiide
bagliyor onun sozleri? Yoksa kendi kisisel goriisleri, fantezileri mi? Hangisi
bayim, hangisi? Nutuk atmadan 6nce, okuyacagi metni hangi yarg: temsilcilerinin
bilgisine sunuyor? Ama kim ne derse desin, Bay Baskan her konusmasinda olay
yaratmay1 beceriyor. Oyle laflar ediyor ki, Apo bile savunmasinda onun ve
zamanin Anayasa Mahkemesi Baskani Bay Sezer'in sozlerini Yargitay'a belge
olarak sunabiliyor!

Vallahi en biiyiik baskan, bizim Bay Baskan! Garanti veriyorum, gelecekte

cumhurbaskani olur bu bagkan!

ONLAR VE BizZ
Bu yaz Yunanistan'n Mikonos adasina da gitmistik. Daha 6nce de yazmistim,

tamamen c¢iplak, kayalik bir ada. Abartmadan soyliiyorum, hi¢ topragi yok. Bu
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nedenle hicbir evin bahgesinde cim yok, c¢icek yok.Ayrica adada aga¢ yok.
Tiimiinii saysaniz belki 100 agag ¢ikar. Boylesine ¢iplak, hicbir dogal giizelligi ve
esprisi olmayan bir yer bu Mikonos. Fakat adamlar bu aday1 almislar, dogal
dokusunu, eski evlerini, yerlesim birimlerini oldugu gibi korumuslar, piril piril bir
turizm cenneti yaratmiglar...Ve bu ciplak adayr bir ‘‘escinseller ve ¢iplaklar
cenneti’’ yapmiglar. Normal insanlar, aileler de gidiyor ama kadinhi erkekli
escinsel turistler bu adada yogunlasiyor. Bir bakiyorsunuz, ailelerle dolu plajin bir
kosesinde anadan dogma
birileri yatiyor, denize giriyor. Sokakta erkek erkege, kadin kadina sarmas dolas
tipler goriiyorsunuz. Kimse kimseye karismiyor, rahatsiz etmiyor, yan gozle
bakmuyor.

Heokeosk

Kusadasi'na kocaman bir yolcu gemisi gelmis, Amerikali escinselleri getirmis.
flgili makamlar bunlar ilceye sokmamis, gezmelerine, aligveris yapmalarina izin
vermemis. Zaten bir giin kalacaklarmis, yiizgeri edilmisler. Iste onlarla bizim,
Yunanistan'la Tiirkiye'nin arasindaki fark burada yatiyor. Yunanistan bir adasim
bunlara agmisg, onlar1 rahat ettirip sakir sakir déviz kazaniyor. Adanin otelleri,
lokantalari, gece kuliipleri, plajlar1 onlarla dolu. Mikonos doviz basiyor. Biz ise
onlar1 Kusadasi'ndan geri ¢eviriyoruz! Birakacaklar dovize

*‘Sizin olsun, paraniza ihtiyacimiz yok’’ diyoruz. Hem de bunu hi¢ utanip
sikilmadan, turistin ve turizmin en yogun oldugu bir beldemizde yapiyoruz.
Neyin adina, hangi anlayis adina?

Namus mu, ahlak m1, yoksa kafasizlik m, ilkellik mi, ne?

KILIC KALKAN RUHU SAVUNMADA
08/09/2000
Hiirriyet
Kose Yazisi
ENIiS BERBEROGLU

KESKE bir gece yatip uyusak, ertesi sabaha uygar kalksak... Ama miimkiin degil,

yok boyle bir hizlandirilmis kurs. O yiizden ¢ag atlama tiirii kof sloganlara kulak
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vermeyin. Zihniyet devriminin basamaklarini tevekkiille trmanmaktan baska care
yok.

Son 24 saatin en ¢arpici ve belki de Ogretici siradisi giindem maddesi, bir gemi
dolusu gay'in (escinsel) kisa Tiirkiye ziyaretinde basina gelenler. Kusadasi'nda
karaya ayak basmalar1 yasaklandi, dini agindan kutsal saydiklar1 mekéni ziyaret
icin yola c¢ikanlar geri cevrildi, gozaltina alinanlar ancak gemi kaptaninin
“‘birakmazsamiz SOS veririm’’ tehdidi ile serbest kalabildi. Ertesi giin
Kusadasi'ndan kalkan gemi Istanbul'a yanastiginda kent polisinin alarma gectigi
haberi alind1. Turist kafilesi motosikletli polisler esliginde tura ¢ikt1.

& ok ok
Herhalde bugiin cok sayida meslektagimiz Kusadasi'ndaki yetkilileri elestirecek,
hatta belki de agir1 miidebbir davranan Istanbul polisi de nasibini alacak. Ne var ki
bize gore sadece devleti yermek yetmez... Vatandasin devletini nasil astigini
gormek ve vurgulamak da lazim. Ciinkii devlet belli ki memurunu farkliy:
dislamaya, miimkiinse tasfiyeye sarthyor. Oysa vatandas farkliligin bulasici
olmadigini fark etmis, farkin yarattigi zenginligi 6zlemis.

Kusadas1 esnafinin escinsellere doniik kabaligi aninda protestosu, medyay1 ve
Turizm Bakanligi'm1 harekete gecirmesi kesinlikle rastlanti degil. Ayn1 turistlerin
hi¢ rahatsiz edilmeden Istanbul'u dolasmalar1 da dyle.

Bakmay siz devletin zirvesinde konulan Avrupa hedefine, turizm seferberligi
nutuklarina. Bizim devletin cilasim1 biraz kazirsanmiz altindan kili¢ kalkan ruhu
cikar. Biz bu ilkellige alistik, hatta miicadeleyi bile 6grendik de, ele giine
anlatmasi zor oluyor. Ayip oluyor.

BILINEN ILK GAY KULUBU DELi BIRADER’IN HAMAMIYDI

10/09/2000

Hiirriyet
Kose Yazisi
MURAT BARDAKCI

Cevdet Pasa:
Oglanlarla giil gibi gecinirdik.
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Asagidaki satirlarn Tirk tarih ve hukuk ilminin en seckin isimlerinden olan
Cevdet Pasa'nin iinlii eseri ‘‘Maruzat’’tan aldim. Pasa'min 19. yiizyilin sonlarinda
yazdiklarini aynen ve yorumsuz naklediyorum:

““...(Tanzimat'tan ve 1854'teki Kirim Savasi'ndan sonra) Kadin diigkiinleri
cogaldi, delikanli meraklilar1 azaldi. Oglancilik sanki yere batti. Istanbul'da
eskiden beri delikanlilara kars1 olan ask ve ilgi kizlara yoneldi. Sultan Uciincii
Ahmed zamanindan beri devam eden Kadgidhane seyri daha fazla ragbet buldu.
Gerek orada, gerek Bayezid Meydani'nda arabalara isaret verme usulii gelisti.
Devletin 6nde gelenleri arasinda kulamparaligiyla meshur Kamil ve Ali Pagalar ile
onlara mensup olanlar kalmadi. Halbuki Ali Pasa yabancilarin elestirisinden
cekinerek kulamparaligimi gizlemeye calisirdi’”’ (Maruzat, sah: 9)

Kusadasi'na gelen bir gemi dolusu escinsel turisti karaya ¢ikartmamakla
erkekligimizi ama ayni grubu Istanbul'da kirmizi hali sererek karsilamakla da
Oziimiizde ve soziimiizde ne kadar sebat sahibi oldugumuzu gosterirken cok
onemli bir hususu unuttuk: Tarihin en namh gay gruplarindan birinin vakti
zamaninda Istanbul'da faaliyet gosterdigini ve gay kuliip benzeri bu grubun
gecmisin en eski 6rneklerinden birioldugunu...

Yolunu bulup Kusadasinma uzanan bir gemi dolusu escinseli memlekete
sokmadik, topraklarimiza ayak basmay1 becerenleri yollardan topladik, bindikleri
otobiislerden indirdik, enselerinden tuttuumuz gibi gemilerine tiktik ve hepsini
denize dokiip namusumuzu kurtardik. Ama ayn1 gemi iki giin sonra Istanbul'a
gelince limana kirmizi halilar serdik, Kusadasi'nda kapidisar ettigimiz zevati bu
defa merasimlerle ve lokumlarla karsilayip

‘“‘Buyursunlar efendim, buyursunlaaar! Biz vallahi saka yapmistk’ dedik,
boylece Oziimiizde ve sOziimiizde ne kadar sebat sahibi oldugumuzu ele-giine
gosterdik.

Vatana, millete, turizmimize ve bu arada da haysiyetimize hayirli olsun!

MEDRESEDEN HAMAMA
Kusadasi'nda ve Istanbul'da olup bitenleri goriince tarihin en eski ve en naml gay
gruplarindan birinin vakti zamaninda Istanbul'da, Besiktas'taki bir hamamda

faaliyet gosterdigini yazayim ve bugiinkii gay kuliiplerinin atasi sayilan bu grubun
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Oykiisiinii sizlere de nakledeyim dedim. Hadisenin kahramani, tarihlere ‘‘Deli
Birader’” diye gecen sair Durmus oglu Mehmed Gazali'ydi. 1466'da Bursa'da
dogdu, medresede okudu, devrinin énde gelen din bilgini Fahreddin-i Acemi'nin
talebesi oldu. Sonra medreselerde hocalik etmeye bagladi, bir ara zamanin
hiikiimdar1 Bayezid'in Manisa'da valilik yapan oglu Sehzade Korkud'un maiyetine
girdi, Yavuz Selim'in tahta gecip Korkud'u idam ettirmesinden sonra Bursa'ya gitti
ve Geyiklibaba Tiirbesi'nde seyhlik etmeye bagladi. Derken sikildi, Sivrihisar'a
gecti, kendi ifadesiyle ‘‘Sivrihisar'da her yer sivri oldugu icin huzur bulamadi’ bu
defa Aksehir'deki medreselerden birinde hocalik etmeye basladi. Giiniin birinde
cami bir bagska memlekette yasamay1 ¢ekti ve medresesiyle talebelerini terketti,
Istanbul'a geldi. Oniinde artik yeni bir hayat ve din bilginligini birakip kendisine
bambagka bir yol cizdi: Besiktas'ta bir hamam acti, hamamciliga basladi. Ama
hamami1 pek Oyle herkesin elini-kolunu sallayarak serbestce girebildigi
mekédnlardan degildi. Miidavimleri belliydi ve iceriye giris simdilerin iiyelik
uygulamasii andiriyordu. Hamami bir anda Istanbul'un en namli yerlerinden
oldu. Devlet biiyiiklerinden sairlere, en segkin tdcirlerden sarayin iist riitbeli
mensuplarina kadar baskentin 6nde gelen isimleri miidavimler arasindaydi.
Kiilhandaki ciimbiisler dillerde, iceriye alinmayanlarin gonlii de kiilhadaydi.

Ama giiniin birinde ne olduysa oldu, ciimbiislerde kantarin topuzu kacti.
“‘Filanca Efendi fegsmekdn Bey'in ogluyla kurna basindaymis’ gibisinden

dedikodular ayyuka ¢ikinca mahalleli hamami basip sahibinin basina yikti.

NAMAZI KABE’DE KILINDI
Deli Birader'e yeniden yolculuk goriinmiistii. Bu defa ¢ok daha uzak bir yere,
Mekke'ye yerlesti ve eski meslegi olan medrese hocaligina dondii. Orada
gecelerin birinde bir sohbet sirasinda dostlarina ‘‘Ben artik bu diinyadan
gidiyorum’’ dedi ve birka¢ dakika sonra hakikaten gitti. Etrafindakiler keramet
gosterdigine inandilar, cenaze namazim Kébe'de kilip Harem-i Serif'in yakininda
bir yere defnettiler.
Tarihimizde ‘‘gay kuliip’’ kavramim ilk defa uygulayan Deli Birader'den
bugiine hikdyelerinin yanisira bir de kitap kaldi: ‘‘Défiu'l-Gumim ve Rafiu'l-

Humiim’’ yani ‘‘Gamlan Defeden ve Kaygilar1 Kaldiran Kitap’’isimli eseri. Yer
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yer diizyazi, yer yer de siir seklinde yedi boliimden meydana gelen kitap simdi
‘‘zanpara’’ denilen ‘‘zenperest’’lerle yani
kadin diiskiinleriyle gen¢ delikanli meraklis1 erkeklerin yani bugiin ‘‘kulampara’’
dedigimiz ‘‘gulamperest’’lerin rekabetini anlatiyor. Rekabet taraflar arasinda bir
meydan savasina doniiyor, araya o devrin pasif escinselleri olan ‘‘muhannis’’lerle
‘‘ziirefa’’ denilen lezbiyenler de giriyor ve savasin galibi tabii ki Deli Birader'in
‘‘gulamperest’’leri oluyor.

Edebiyat tarih¢ilerimiz bugiin acik¢a sdyleyemeye cesaret edemeyip
yayimlayamiyorlarsa da, Deli Birader'in kitab1 Divan Edebiyati'nin en gercek¢i ve

en giiclii 6rneklerinden biri olarak bilinir.

GIDIN, BULUN, OKUYUN
Yazdiklarima inanmayanlar veya merak edenler igin eserin elyazmasi
niishalarindan bazilarinin nerede oldugunu da soyleyeyim: Istanbul Universitesi
Kiitiiphanesi'nde TY 9659 numarada ve Siileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi'nin Sehid Ali
Pasa kitaplar1 arasinda ‘‘Gamlar1 Defeden ve Kaygilar1 Kaldiran Kitap’’in ¢ok
giizel birer niishas1 vardir. Osmanlicaniz varsa gidip okuyun ve énce denize dokiip
sonra kirmizi hallar sererek karsiladigimiz  “‘hoscinseller’”” konusunda

atalarimizin neler yazip neler ettiklerini kendi gozlerinizle goriin.

Gay turist getirme kursu

Amerika'da gay miisterilere nasil davranilmasi gerektigi konusunda turizmciler
icin 6zel kurslar diizenlendigini Istanbul'un 6nde gelen seyahat sirketlerinden olan
[liada Turizm'in sahibi dostum Meyzi Barmn'dan (eski Baran) 6grendim. Kursa
katilanlara ‘‘gay friendly’’ yani ‘‘gaylare dost olan kisi’’ sertifikas1 veriliyor.
Gaylar icin yayinlanan seyahat dergisi TAG'da ildn1 ¢ikan sertifikali turizmciler
hemen rezervasyon kabuliine baslyorlar.

Kendisi de bu kurslardan birine katilan ve ‘‘gay friendly’’ sertifikas1 alan Meyzi
Barin'm anlattigina gore, kursta ilk Ogretilen konu rezervasyon yaptiran gay
ciftlere *‘Iki kisilik biiyiik bir yatak mu yoksa iki ayri yatak mm istersiniz?”’
sorusunun asla sorulmamasi. Gaylerin daima biiyiik bir tek yatagi tercih ettikleri,

‘‘ayr1 yatma’’ kavramindan son derece rahatsiz olduklar anlatiliyor. Sonra ‘‘Gay

102



dergilerine veya turizm kataloglarma gaylere yonelik ilan verirken kesinlikle
kadin fotografi kullanmayin, hakaret ettiginizi diistiniirler. Miimkiinse yakisikl bir
erkek resmi koyun, bunu yapamiyorsaniz herseyi ortada olan bir Yunan
heykelinin fotografindan istifade edin’’ deniyor.

Bu yazdiklarimi okuyup da Meyzi'nin tercihleri konusunda sakin ola ki
yanlis seyler diisiinmeyin. Ne gaylere ne de gaylerin kars1 cinsten benzerlerine bir
meraki vardir. Sadece cagdas turizmciligin gereklerinden birini yerine getiriyor, o

kadar.

ESCINSEL ARKADAS
10/09/2000

Hiirriyet

Kose Yazisi
ERTUGRUL OZKOK

ESCINSEL nasil bir varliktir? Kusadasi'nda gemiden el ele inen o insanlar midir?
Kadin kiyafetinde, makyajli, biraz, hatta birazdan da agir bir kitch goriintii
miidiir? Yoksa insanin ille de digina yansimayan gizli bir arka odasi, ne bileyim
mahremi midir?

* % %

Benim kiigiikliigiimde mahallenin escinseli, kadin gibi konusan, kivirta kivirta
yiiriiyen bir oglandi. Ama simdi anlatacagim escinsel arkadasim cok farkli bir
insandi. Onun escinsel oldugunu biliyordum. Herkes biliyordu. Aym1 binada
calistyorduk. Is disinda da sik sik bir araya geliyorduk.

Insan tuhaftir. Onu ne kadar ‘‘normal’’ kabul etseniz bile, icinizdeki kontrol
edemediginiz hergele bir yaniniz, orasin1 burasini kurcalar. Onun bir hareketinde,
bir sdziinde, ne bileyim bir mimiginde escinselligin kliselerini ararsiniz.

* % %

Zaman zaman ben de arardim. Sigaray: tutusuna dikkat ederdim. Bir kelimeyi
telaffuz edisine takilir, bir seyler kesfetmeye ugrasirdim. Mesela, yiiziigiin
parmaginda durusuna anlam vermeye calisirdim. Zaman zaman bir kelimeyi

telaffuz edisinde, vurgusunda ¢ok hafif bir silueti yakalar gibi olurdum. Ama ¢ok
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cabuk gecerdi. Yakaladigim o ¢izgilerin 6mrii, manolya ¢icegi gibi bir anlikti. Ya
da bilemediniz bir erguvan Omrii...Veya ben bu gozlemciligimi ¢ok uzun
stirdiiremezdim. Yakalanacagim korkusuyla hemen o mahalden uzaklagirdim.

* % %

Yazardi. Cok hayran oldugum bir yazar. Hi¢ olmazsa hikdyelerinde bu ¢izgiyi
yakalayabilir miyim diye ¢ok satir aralar1 okumaya c¢aligtim.

Ben ¢ikaramadim...Ama, uzman sifre ¢oziiciiler ‘‘Vardi’’ diyor. Yillarca birlikte
calistik. Zamanla onun yiiziinde ve hareketlerindeki gizli sifreleri ¢ozmeye
calismaktan vazgecgtim.

Oysa bir bagka dostum, bana bu isin sirrimt ¢itlatmisti. “‘Onlar1 bakislari
degil, bakmayislan ele verir’” demisti. Gerilere doniip, o kareleri tekrar tekrar
goziimiin Oniine getiriyorum. O post mortem bakmayislar1 yakalamaya
calistyorum. Ama goziimiin Oniine hep giizel bakislar geliyor. O bakislarda sadece
dostluklar, giizellikler goriiyorum. Herhalde ben iyi bir dekoder degilim diye bu
miitecessis arkeolojiye son veriyorum.

Herhalde gizli bir diinyas1 vardi. Mutlaka vardi. Herhalde o ikinci, belki
de asil hayatinda daha kolayca fark edilecek, hatta fark edilmemesi miimkiin
olmayan derin cizgileri vardi. Herhalde o hayatta kendini bakmayislarla degil,
bakislarla, kendi bakislariyla anlatabiliyordu. Herhalde her giin bir hayattan
otekine gidis doniis abonman biletleri vardi.

Ama biz giindiiz insanlari, onun gece mahremiyetlerine hi¢bir zaman giremedik.

Merak da etmedik. Biitiin tecessiisiimiiz, iste o farkl ifadeleri gorme hududunda
kaldi. Yillar bu giindiiz arkadashklariyla gecti. O daha ziyade sessiz, bizlerse
daha giiriiltiicii...

O daha senyér, bizler ise biraz daha alelade. Zamanla her sey unutuldu. Ama
itiraf edeyim, yillarca kiiciik ve hinzir bir soruyu kendi kendime sansiirledim.

Sonra bir giin sordum. Ama ona degil, kendime. Acaba o iki hayattan hangisinde
rol yapiyordu? Gece mi, yoksa giindiiz mii?

O, goemiis kediler bahcesinin solgun, pastel bir ¢igegiydi. Simdi bir Miisliiman
mezarliginin tenha parsellerinden birinde yatiyor.

Nur iginde yatsin...
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TRAVESTILERE GENELEYV iZNi
17/11/2000
Hiirriyet
Haber
SAADETTIN TANTAN

1gisleri Bakami Sadettin Tantan, Genelev Tiiziigii'nlin transeksiiel, travestiler ve
escinselleri de kapsayacak sekilde yeniden diizenlenerek cinsiyet ayriminin
kaldirilacagint ve ‘bu isi’ meslek olarak yapmak isteyen herkesi kapsayacagini
bildirdi. Tantan, DYP Karabiik Milletvekili Mustafa Eren'in ‘polisin, olay ¢ikaran
travestilere neden miidahale etmedigi’ seklindeki yazili soru onergesini yanitladi.
Tantan, ‘Genel kadinlar ve genelevlerin tabi olacaklar1 hiikiimler ve fuhus
yiiziinden bulagan zithrevi hastaliklarla miicadele tiiziigii’'nde travestiler ve
transeksiiellerle ilgili herhangi bir hiikiim bulunmadigin1 animsatti.

Tantan, tiiziigiin giiniimiiz kosullarina yanit veremez duruma gelmesi iizerine
yeni bir tiiziik tasaris1 hazirlandigini bildirdi. Tasarinin goriis i¢in ilgili kurumlara
gonderildigini belirten Tantan, ‘S6zkonusu tiiziikk tasarisinda cinsiyet ayrimi
yapilmaksizin transeksiiel, travestiler ve escinselleri de kapsayacak bigcimde, bu isi
meslek olarak yapmak isteyen herkesi icerecek sekilde bir diizenleme

ongoriilmektedir’ bilgisini verdi.

TANTAN'A TRAVESTIi TESEKKURU
24/11/2000

Hiirriyet

Haber

Travestiler Igisleri Bakam Sadettin Tantan'a, genelevde calismalarina olanak
veren ‘Travesti tiiziigi’ fikri nedeniyle tesekkiir ettiler.Trafik kazas1 geciren
arkadaslan icin gittikleri Haseki Hastanesi'ni birbirine katan, camlart kiran ve
polisle kavga eden 6 travesti, diin Fatih 1. Asliye Ceza Mahkemesi'nde hakim
karsisina ¢ikti. Kamu malina zarar vermek ve polise mukavemet etmek

suclarindan yargilanan travestiler ilbey Demirel, Soner Niler, Ramazan Baser,
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Emin Niliifer, Ercan Albayrak ve Omer Kudal, durusma Oncesi basin
mensuplarina bir agiklama yapti. Dilek, Deniz, Figen, Arzu, Niliifer ve Zinnur
takma isimli travestiler, igi§leri Bakanm1 Sadettin Tantan'a tesekkiir ederek,
‘‘Hakkimizdaki caligmalarindan dolayr sayin Tantan1 kutluyor ve tesekkiir
ediyoruz. Ondan tek istedigimiz bizden sikayet¢i olan polislerin de hukuka

uymalarini saglamasi’’ dediler.

HORTUM'A MEYDAN OKUDULAR

Hukuka saygili olduklarini sdyleyen travestiler, *‘Iki durusmadir sabah erkenden
kalkip adliyeye geliyoruz. Ancak bizi sikayet eden polisler gelmiyor. Basta
Hortum Siileyman olmak iizere devletin polisi bizden korkuyor mu? Siileyman
Ulusoy hastanede kafamiza telsizle vurmasinm biliyordu, simdi nerede?’’ dediler.

Durusma, travestiler hakkinda zabit tutan polislerin ¢agrilmasi i¢in ertelendi.

GAY DiPLOMAT SOKU
04/01/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

Kuzey Avrupa iilkelerinden birinin Ankara biiyiikelciliginde gorevli bir erkek
diplomat, bir baska erkekle resmi olarak evli. Kuzey Avrupa'daki iilkesinde yasal
olan bu evliligin Tiirk kanunlarinda yeri bulunmuyor.

ANKARA, tarihinde ilk kez bir erkekle resmen evli olan bir gay diplomatin
Baskent'te gorev yaptigi haberiyle calkalaniyor. Milliyet Gazetesinin diin
‘dedi.com.tr’ kosesinde ilk kez aciklanan gelismeden sonra Hiirriyet yaptigi
aragtirmada siradisi diplomatin su anda Ankara'daki AB iiyesi Kuzey Avrupa
iilkelerinden birinin biiyiikel¢iliginde, ‘iki numara’ olarak calistigini ortaya
cikardi. Gay diplomat, yine kendisi gibi bir erkekle evli. Kendi iilkesinin
yasalarina gore esiyle ‘resmen evli’ olan diplomat, ‘medeni halini’ ise Ankara'da
evliligi yasal olarak taninmadigi i¢in resmen agiklamadi.

Ankara'ya bildirilen ve biiyiikel¢ilik resmi kayitlarindaki listelere gore de ‘bekar’

olarak gosterilen Kuzey Avrupali diplomat, heniiz ‘esini’ Tiirkiye'ye getirmedi.
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Tiirkiye'ye sadece bir kez tatil amagl geldigi belirtilen erkek esin, halen iilkesinde
bulundugu belirtiliyor. Tiirkiye'ye ilk atanmasi sirasinda da, Ankara'da iilkesinin
biiyiikelciliginde biiyiik tepkiye yol acan diplomatin, son 4 aydir Ankara'da aktif
gorevde bulundugu ifade ediliyor. Ankara'da diplomatin baghh oldugu
biiyiikel¢iligin kendi baskentine, ‘‘Bdyle bir diplomat tiim tepkileri {izerimize
ceker. Tiirkiye, genelde muhafazakar bir iilke’’ diye tepki gosterdigi, ancak
baskentinden, ‘‘Tiim gay diplomatlar1 New York, Londra, Paris, Briiksel gibi
yerlere mi gonderecegiz. Artik politikamiz degisti’” yanitim aldig1 6grenildi.

Tirk Daisisleri Bakanligi'yla da, sik sik toplantilara katilan diplomata iliskin
herhangi bir giiclik yasanmadigi belirtildi. Tiirk diplomatik kaynaklari, bunun
kendileri i¢in sorun olusturmadigin1 belirttiler.

Danimarka ve Hollanda'da escinsel evliligi serbest HEMCINSLER arasi
birliktelige hosgoriiyle yaklasan Kuzey Avrupa iilkelerinden Danimarka'da,
escinseller uzun siiredir resmi nikdh hakkina sahip. Hollanda'da ise escinsel
evlilikleri gecen yilin sonunda yasallast.

Danimarka'da toplumda son derece saygin bir yere sahip escinsel evli ciftler
bulunuyor. Bunlardan biri de iilkenin en iinlii sporcularindan biri olan Camilla
Anderson. Milli hentbolcu Anderson, Norvegli milli hentbolcu Mia Hundvin'le
evli. Hayatlarin1 Danimarka'da birlestiren lezbiyen cift, gecen yilki Sydney
Olimpiyatlari'nda, rakip takimlarda oynayarak biiyiik ilgi toplamislardi. Lezbiyen
ciftin kars1 karsiya geldigi magta diinya sampiyonu Norvec, bir 6nceki olimpiyatin

sampiyonu olan Danimarka'y1 19- 17 yenmisti.

ESCINSEL DIPLOMAT HABER OLUR MU
05/01/2001
Hiirriyet
Kose Yazisi
ERTUGRUL OZKOK

Bu yaziy1 yazip yazmamakta cok tereddiit ettim. Korkumdan degil,
konunun hassasiyetinden, derdimi tam olarak anlatamama endisemden dolay1

tereddiit ettim.
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Ama i¢imdeki bir duygu yazmam gerektigini sdyledi.

Konu, Ankara'da gorev yapan escinsel diplomatla ilgili.

HABER YAPMADILAR

Ankara, tarihinde bircok escinsel diplomat gordii. Bunlar arasinda mesleki
acidan ve entelektiiel kapasiteleri bakimindan ¢ok basarili olanlar1 vardi.

Ama erkekle evli escinsel bir diplomatla ilk defa tanisiyor. Bu haberi 6nce
Milliyet Gazetesi'nde Berrin Cankat'in kdsesinde, satir aralarinda okudum.

Merak edip Ankara'daki arkadaglara sordum.

Sedat Ergin arastirdi. Soyle bir cevap verdi: ‘‘Evet dogru. ..'min iki
numarasiymis. Bizim diplomasiye bakan arkadaslarimiz da biliyorlarmis. Ama
haber yapmamuislar.”’

Itiraf edeyim, bildikleri bu konuyu haber yapmamalari, ilk anda hosuma gitti.
Ama bir yandan da bunun ¢ok onemli bir olay oldugunu diisiindiim. B&yle bir
olay yabanci basinda da su veya bu bicimde mutlaka ¢ikardi.

Sedat'a, ‘‘Siz bunu bir haber haline getirin. Ama iilkenin ve diplomatin
ismini vermeyin’’ dedim. Bir siire sonra haber Oniime geldi. Gayet seviyeli
yazilmisti. Iginde ilging ayrintilar da vardi. Ama en ¢ok ilgimi ¢eken yami su
oldu. So6z konusu iilkenin buradaki biiyiikelgisi, erkekle evli escinsel diplomatin
Tiirkiye'ye tayinini 6grenince, ‘‘Burast muhafazakér bir iilke. Gondermesiniz iyi

olur’’ demis.

BUYUKELCI ISTEMEDI

Ancak iilkenin baskenti, ‘‘Bu insan1 hep Roma'ya, Paris'e gonderemeyiz’’ deyip
gondermekte 1srar etmis.

Ama diplomatin erkek esi heniiz Tiirkiye'ye gelmemis.

Olay iizerinde diigiindiim.

Diisiindiikce de, demokrasinin, insan haklar1 kavraminin heniiz

kesfedemedigimiz ayrintilarina dogru indim.

Insan haklar1 kavramu artik, siyasetin dar cercevesinden ¢ikip baska alanlara
dogru kayiyor. Diistince 6zgiirliigiinii tam olarak gerceklestirmis olan iilkeler,
artik demokrasiyi ¢ok ince bagka ayrintilara dogru derinlestiriyorlar.

Mesela ‘‘farkli olma’” hakkina...
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FANTEZI DEGIL

Tabii Tirkiye gibi, temel bazi siyasi diisiince ozgiirliikklerinin dahi tam olarak
gerceklestirilemedigi bir iilkede, bu ‘‘ince ayrintilar’’ ¢ofgumuza fantezi gibi
goriinebilir.

Ama inanin boyle degil.

Demokrasilerin 6ziinde, siyasi diisiincelerden once, ‘‘farkli diisiinceye
saygl’’ geliyor. Tiirkiye'de diisiince ozgiirliigiinii engelleyen sadece devlet mi?
Hayir, devlet disindaki orgiitler de farkli diisiinen insanlara en az devlet kadar
baski uyguluyor. Hatta bunu 6rgiit diizeyinden asagilara, bireylere kadar indiriyor.

Soyle cevrenize bir bakin.

Farkli diistinceye kag kisi tahammiil edebiliyor?

Farkli yasam bicimine, igren¢ etiketler koymadan kac¢ kisi ‘‘normal’’
diyebiliyor?

Farkli davranan, farkli giyinen, rahat hareket eden bir geng kiza kag kisi,
en azindan igcinden ‘‘fahise’’ etiketi yapistirmadan bakabiliyor?

Iste bu nedenle bir kuzey iilkesi, bizim ‘‘farklilik 6lciilerimizi’* bile sarsan bir
iliskiye ‘‘hayir’” demiyor veya diyemiyorsa, demokrasinin ¢ok derin
katmanlarina inebiliyor demektir. Iste yine bu nedenle Ankara'dan gelen haber
cok ilgimi ¢ekti.

Diisiince sugunu tanimayan, ama siyasi terorii de tamimayan demokratik bir
kuzey iilkesinin bu tutumu, diinyada demokrasinin hangi yone dogru gidecegini
gosteren ilging bir ha- berdi.

Ankara'daki diplamasi muhabiri arkadaslarimiz, bunu haber yapmamay1

uygun gormiisler.

SAYGIDEGER
Cok saygideger bir davramis. Cok da hosuma gitti. Ama bana gore de, iginde
‘‘alinmas1 gereken ¢ok 6nemli bir demokrasi dersi oldugu icin’’ verilmesi gereken
bir haberdi.
Diyeceksiniz, ‘‘Bir insanin mahremiyeti iizerinden demokrasi dersi verilir
mi?”’

Hakl1 bir soru.
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Ama ne yazik ki, kamusal gérev yapanlarin mahremiyet haklarn ‘‘sinirsiz
olmuyor’’.

Evet ne yazik ki olmuyor.

ESCINSELIM DEYINCE SEMPATI TOPLADI
13/03/2001
Hiirriyet

Makale

MUAMMER ELVEREN

Chirac, Paris'i 24 y1l sonra hem sola hem de escinsel bir bagkana kaptirdi. Paris'te
pazar giinii yapilan Belediye Se¢imleri'nin ilk tur sonuglari, Fransiz baskentinin
onlarca yillik gelenegini bozacak. 1947'den bu yana De Gaulle'ciilerin, 1977'den
itibaren de Chirac'cilarin elinde olan Paris Belediyesi'nin bundan sonraki baskam
biiyiik bir olasilikla sol partilerin ortak adayr Bertrand Delanoe olacak. Ancak
gelenegin yikilmasinin tek nedeni bu degil. Delanoe cinsel tercihini iistlenen ve
biitiin escinsel gosterilerde 6n saflarda yer alan bir escinsel.

FRANSA'da Pazar giinii yapilan yerel secimlerde tiim gozler tarihinde hicbir
zaman sol goriislii bir Belediye Baskam tarafindan yonetilmemis olan Paris
elediyesi'ne cevrildi. Parisliler bu se¢imlerde yalnizca sol bir belediye baskan
adayiyla degil, aym1 zamanda escinsel bir adayla da ilk kez tamisiyor. Ciinkii
kamuoyu arastirmalarinin secimlerde favori gosterdigi yesiller disindaki sol
partilerin ortak aday1 Bertrand Delanoe, kendi cinsel secimini iistlenen bir
escinsel.

Bertrand Delanoe, biitiin se¢cim kampanyast boyunca rakibi Philippe Seguin'i ¢ok
geride birakacaginin sinyallerini verdi. Bir televizyonda ikisini biraraya getiren bir
programda, Seguin son derece pasif kalirken, programin hemen ertesinde
yayinlanan bir sondaj Delanoe'yi ¢coktan bagkan ilan etti. 1 Mart giinii yaptig1 bir
mitinge 4000 kisinin katilmasi da, Paris Belediye Baskanligi'na giden yolun
acilmis oldugunun kesin isaretiydi.

Resmi olmayan son sonuglara gore Delanoe ilk turda oylarin yiizde 31'ini,

Yesiller'in adayr Yves Cantassot yiizde 12.3'tinii, Merkez Sag'in birbiriyle
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anlasamayan iki rakibi Philippe Seguin yiizde 25'ini, Paris Belediyesi'nin simdiki
Baskan Jean Tiberi ise yiizde 14'unii aldi. Yesillerin aday1 ikinci turda Delanoe
ile tek listede birlestiklerini acikladi ve sol ikinci tura toplam 43.3 liikk bir oy
potansiyeli ile girmeyi garantileyip Pembe Paris'e dogru 6nemli bir yol aldi. Bu
durumda, Fransa'da agiklanan yerel seg¢imlerin ilk tur sonuglarina gore, ikinci
turda biiyiik bir degisiklik olmazsa, Paris Belediyesi'ni sol partilerin ortak aday1

Bertrand Delanoe yonetecek.

ESCINSELLERDEN DESTEK

Paris Belediye baskanligi icin verilen oylarinin yiizde 14'linii alan simdiki Baskan
Jean Tiberi'yi, yolsuzluk iddialar1 nedeniyle partisi Cumhuriyet Icin Birlik (RPR)
aday gostermemis, Tiberi bagimsiz olarak adayligin1 koymustu. Yesillerin aday1
ise ikinci turda Delanoe ile tek listede birlestiklerini acikladi ve sol cephe, boylece
Paris Belediyesi'nin neredeyse son bir yiizyillik tarihinde en biiyilk degisimi
yaratmis oldu.

Birinci tur sonuglarindan sonra, ikinci tura olduk¢a sansh giren Bertrand Delanoe
yaptig1 aciklamada, gelecek Pazar giinii Yesiller'le birlikte zaferlerini kutlayarak
Paris'in anahtarin1 yiizyillardir tutan sagin elinden alacagina inandigim soyledi.
Eger secim sonuglar1 Delanoe'nin dedigi gibi gerceklesirse, yillik geliri 5 milyar
dolara ulagip Fransa'min siyasi ve ekonomik dengelerinde 6nemli agirligi olan,
biitiin diinyandan turistin akitigi Paris Belediyesi'nin bagkanlik koltuguna
oturacak.

Tiim solun desteginden disinda, daha 6nce sag partilere oy verdiklerini aciklayan
homoseksiiellerden, transeksiiellerden ve kadinlardan biiyiilk destek goren
Bertrand Delanoe, escinsel kimligini hi¢ ¢ekinmeden aciklayan adaylardan biri.
Delanoe Fransa'da escinsellerin yaptiklar biitiin gosterilere katiliyor. Son olarak
gectigimiz aylarda yapilan ve biitiin Fransa'daki escinsellerle transeksiiellerin
katildig1 ‘‘Gay Pride’” gosterilerinde en 6n safta yiirityerek arkadaslariyla birlikte
‘‘Homoseksiiellere destek’” bandroliinii bizzat tasimisti. Delanoe'nin adayligi
aciklanir agiklanmaz Paris'teki biitiin homoseksiiel, lezbiyen ve transeksiiel gece
kliiplerinde destek calismalar1 yapilmis, ‘‘Delanoe'ye escinsel oldugu igin oy

verin”’ cagrisinda bulunulmustu. Fransa'daki 'Gay.com' Internet sitesi ile
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homoseksiiel dergisi Illico okurlarina ¢agrida bulunarak Delanoe i¢in kampanya
act1. ‘‘Paris Gay ve Lezbiyen Merkezi’’ de kadin, erkek biitiin escinsellerden Paris
Belediyesinin sol partiler adayr Bertrand Delanoe'yi desteklemelerini istedi.
Delanoe'ye secim kampanyasi icin agikladigi programi ya da Sol'un temsilcisi

oldugu i¢in oy verenlerin sayis1 ylizde 14'ti gegmedi.

BAKANLARDA DUS KIRIKLIGI

Fransa'da diin, ilk turda 40 milyon se¢men, 231 kent ile 36 bin 565 yerlesim
bolgesindeki yonetimleri belirlemek i¢in oy kullandi. Sol partiler Fransa genelinde
toplam oylarin yilizde 42.2'sini alirken, 1limhi sag partiler oylarin yiizde 48.4'nii
topladilar. Sol partiler, biiyiik kentlerde se¢imi onde gotiirmelerine karsin, kiigiik
ve orta biiylikliikteki yerlesim birimlerinde sag partilerin gerisinde kaldilar.
Secimlerde asir1 sagci partiler yiizde 3.1, asirn solcu partiler ise yiizde 2.3
civarinda oy alirken, oylarin yiizde 4"t diger kiiciik siyasi partilere gitti. Yerel
secimlerin ilk turunda, hitkiimetin cesitli kentlerden belediye bagkanlig1 icin aday
gosterdigi  Yesiller partisi Bagkani Dominique Voynet, eski Adalet simdiki
Calisma Bakani Elizabeth Guigou, Ulastirma Bakani Jean Claude Gaysott ve
Avrupa islerinden sorumlu Bakan Pierre Moscovici beklentilerin altinda oy
aldilar. Yerel secimlerin ulusal sonuglar1 ayn1 zamanda 6niimiizdeki yi1l yapilacak
Cumbhurbagkanligi secimi ve genel secimlerin de bir gostergesi olarak kabul
ediliyor. Ac¢iklanan sonuglar Cumhurbaskanligi adayligina soyunmaya hazirlanan
Bagbakan Lionel Jospini pek memnun etmezken, ikinci kez aday olmaya

hazirlanan simdiki Cumhurbagskan1 Jacques Chirac'1 sevindirdi.

TURKLER'IN ADAYLARI

Yapilan yerel se¢imlerin ilk turunda Bordeaux kenti ve banliydlerinde Tiirk'lerin
destekledigi adaylardan Cenon Belediye Baskan1 Alain David, ormont Belediye
Baskanm Jean Touzeau ve eski basbakanlardan Bordeaux Belediye bagkani1 Alain
Juppe ilk turda se¢ilmeyi basardi.

Akilli ‘gay’i beceriksiz ‘mago’ya tercih ederim.PARIS'in ‘gay’ oldugunu
gizlemeyen Sosyalist Parti belediye baskan aday1 Bertrand Delanoe'u Tiirk sosyal

demokratlara sorduk. Ilk turda yiizde 35 oy alan ve ikinci turda baskanlhk
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koltuguna oturmasi beklenen ‘gay’ aday icin Esenyurt Belediye Baskam Giirbiiz
Capan, ‘‘Ben beceriksiz bir magodansa, akilli gay'i tercih ederim’ dedi. Tim
sosyal demokratlar, adaylarin cinsel tercih ve 0Ozel hayatlarinin degil,
diisiincelerinin onemli oldugunu savundu. Ancak, sosyal demokratlar, ‘ben
gay’im' diyen bir adayin Tiirkiye'de saglayacagi basar1 konusunda kararsizlar.

Iste, sosyal demokratlarin soyledikleri:

Giirbiiz Capan (CHP-Esenyurt Belediye Baskani)

Bence bir gay adayin, hi¢ bir mahsuru yok. Biz insanlarin kafasina bakariz,
digerleri insanlarin kendi tercihleridir. Tiirkiye'de gay bir adaya oy verilir mi?
Bunlar zor isler. Siyasal kiiltiirtimiiz yok, siyasilerin ¢apkinliklariyla daha cok
ilgilenebiliyoruz. Insanlarin cinsel tercihine, dinine, etnik yapisina bakmadan

karar vermek gerekir. Ben beceriksiz bir magodansa, akilli gay'i tercih ederim.

Nurettin S6zen (CHP-Eski istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediye Bagkani)

Sosyal demokrat ilkeler evrenseldir, insanin 6zel yasami degil, diisiinceleri
Oonemlidir. Bu degerler, Tiirkiye icin baska, Fransa icin bagka olmaz. Sosyal
demokrasiyi i¢ine sindirmis insanlar, kisilerin 6zel yasamimi degil diisiincelerini
ele alirlar. Paris Belediye Baskan aday: cinsel tercihini soylityor. Bu belki de onun
diiriistligi. Gordiik, ABD halki, Clinton'un bir kadinla birlikte olmasi degil bunu
yalanlamasim onemsedi. Bir gay, aday gosterilebilecek noktaya gediyse, iistiin
nitelikleri vardir, sosyal demokrat taban da ona oy verir. Sosyal demokrasinin

degerlerini, cinsel tercihlerle ugrasmakla bagdastiramiyorum.

Ufuk Uras (ODP Genel Bagskani)

Siyaset, cinsel tercihlerle, politik tercihler arasina ayrim koydugu zaman, Bati
standartlarina ulasabilir. Paris Belediyesi'nin 130 yil sonra sagin kalesi olmaktan
cikmasi, adayin cinsel kimliginden cok, oradaki yolsuzluk ve yoksulluk donemini
kapatma iradesini ortaya koymasindan kaynaklandi. Cinsel tercihini dzgiirce ifade
eden insanlar ODP saflarinda aday oldular. Cinsiyetci, maco tepkilere hi¢ kulak
asmadik. Tiirkiye'de de yolsuzluk, yoksunluk devri solla kapatilabilir diye

diistinliyorum.
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Tiirkiye'de gosteri sanatlarinda gay'ler nasil bir tercih konusuysa, politikada da
olabilir. Freud'un ‘Asirt escinsel karsithigimin gizli escinsellik belirtisi’ saptamasi

bir 6l¢iide dogruysa, hi¢bir toplum i¢in genelleme yapilamaz diyorum.

Robin Hood hayram

Tunus dogumlu, sol partilerin adayr ve Sosyalist Parti'nin baronlarindan biri
olarak kabul edilen 52 yasindaki Bertrand Delanoe, secim kampanyasinda daima
halkin icinden biri oldugu imajin1 vermeye calisti, diger adaylar gibi biiyiik
vaadlerde bulunmadi. Hava kirliligine kars1 araba yerine metro ve bisiklet onerdi.
Yolsuzluklarla miicadele edecegini ve Paris Belediyesini seffaflagtiracagim
acikladi. Delanoe yillarin kurt politikacis1 Philippe Seguin'le tartistigi televizyon
programinda alcak goniilliiliigii ve sinirlenmeyisi ile sempati topladi. Robin Hood
hayrami oldugunu soyleyen Delanoe, homoseksiiel oldugunu agiklayinca halkin

sempatisini daha da kazandi.

TURKIYE YABANCILAR iCiN UCUNCU CiNSi TANIDI
05/01/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

TBMM I¢isleri Komisyonu, kimlik bilgilerinde ‘iiciincii cinsiyeti’ taniyan
uluslararast sozlesmeyi kabul etti. Ugiincii cinsiyetin, Tiirkiye'de yeni
hazirlanacak olan yeni niifus ciizdanlarinda simdilik yer almayacag bildirildi.
TBMM Icisleri Komsiyonu'nda kisi durumlari ile ilgili 5 ayr1 sozlesmenin
onaylanmasina iliskin yasa tasarilar goriisiilerek kabul

edildi. Sozlesmelerle, uluslararas1 alanda ‘‘vatandashik belgesi’’nin tek tip hale
getirilmesi ve niifus bilgilerinin bagka devletlere verilmesinde terciime sorununun
ortadan kaldirilmast amaciyla ‘‘kod’” yontemiyle ortak dil olusturulmasi
ongoriilityor. Buna gore; dogum, 6liim, evlenme, bosanma, ana adi, baba adi, evlat
edinme gibi niifus bilgilerinin herbiri ayr1 ayn kodlarla ifade edilecek ve bu kodlar
herhangi bir dilde terciimeye gerek kalmadan bilgisayar araciligiyla her dilde

rahatlikla ¢oziilebilecek. Bu bilgiler arasinda ilk kez ‘cinsiyeti belirsiz’ ifadesi de
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yer aldi. Bu yontemde; erkek 3-4-1, kadin 3-4-2, ‘cinsiyeti belirsiz’’ler de 3-4-3
koduyla ifade edilecek.

FP VE DSP UTANGAC, MHP, ANAP, DYP LIBERAL
06/01/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

KEMAL CELIK

TAMER KAMBER
HALIL iBRAHIM 0ZSOY
ALI OGUZ

HASARI GULER

Kimlik belgesinde tigiincii cinsiyet sozlesmesi konusunda liberal bakis 3-2 6nde.
Tiirkiye, kendini erkeklik ve kadinlik disinda iiciincii bir cinsiyetle ifade edenlere
karsit medeni bir adim atiyor. 6 Eyliil 1995 tarihinde Briiksel'de imzalanan
““Ahvali Sahsiye Belgelerinde Yer Alan Bilgilerin Kodlanmasina Iliskin
Sozlesmeyi’’ yasalagtirmaya hazirlanan Tiirkiye, boylece travesti ve escinselleri

resmen tamyacak.

UCUNCU KIMLIK TARTISMASI

Kimlik belgesinde iiciincii cinsiyet sozlesmesi konusunda partiler arasinda goriis
birligine varilamadi. Ugiincii cinsiyetin kabuliine en ahlakg1 tepki FP'den gelirken,
DSP de isi AB'ye girmekten vazgecmeye kadar gotiirdi. MHP olaya son derece
liberal bir yorum getirerek, liciincii cinsiyeti gormezlikten gelmenin bir sey
degistirmedigini sodyledi. ANAP ve DYP de konu hakkinda liberal tutum

icindeler.

ANAP: insan haklar1 agisindan bakilmali
Icisleri Komisyonu Uyesi ANAP Afyon Milletvekili Halil Ibrahim Ozsoy da

Hiirriyet'in sorusu iizerine, temkinli bir aciklama yapt1. “‘Orf ve adetlerine bagh
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toplumlarda bu konunun tartisma yaratmasi dogaldir. S6zlesmenin onaylanmasi
hakkindaki kanun tasarisinda, niifus kagitlar1 ve gerekli goriildiigii zaman bazi
belgelerde kisinin cinsiyetini belirleyen erkek ve kadin kavrami disinda iigiincii
cinselligin de ifade edilmesi giindeme gelmistir. Baz1 yanlhis anlamalara meydan
vermemek i¢in bu konunun aciklik kazanmasi gerektigine inaniyorum. Uciincii
cinselligi zaman zaman yanlis cinsel tercihlerle karistirmamak gerekir. Uciincii
cinsellik, aslinda dogal yapis1 disinda bagka bir kisilik gelistirmesidir. Kiginin bu
olguyu kendine gore normal hayat tarzi olarak devam ettirmesidir. Bu kavramin
resmiyet kazanmasi halinde bazi ¢evrelerden tepki gelebilir. Onun i¢in diisiinceye
saygi ve insan haklarinin gelistigi toplumlar disinda orf, adet ve geleneklere bagh
toplumlarda tartigma yaratmasi normal karsilanmalidir. Bundan dolayr bu
konunun insan haklarina, kisiye ve kisinin diisiincesine saygi perspektifinde ele

alinmasi gereklidir.”’

FP: Allaha siikiir bizde bunlardan yok

FP, iiciincii cinsiyet konusunda en tutucu tavri sergileyen parti oldu. FP istanbul
Milletvekili ve Igisleri Komisyonu Uyesi Ali Oguz, sézlesmenin miizakere bile
edilmeden komsiyondan gectigini belirterek, Tiirkiye'de erkek ve kadinlik disinda
tictincii cinsiyet sorunu yasanmadigini 6ne siirdii.

““‘Allaha siikiir bizde bunlar yok’ diyen Oguz, Allahin bu tiir farkli cinsel
tavirlar1 cezalandirdigini soyledi. Kur'an'daki Lut Suresi'nden 6rnek veren FP'li
Oguz, Hirriyet'e su degerlendirmeyi yapti: ‘‘Bagka iilkelerde bunlar kabul
goriiyor. Ingiltere'de kanuni himaye altina alindilar ve aymi cinslerin evlenmesi
kabul edildi. Ama bizde bu seviyeye heniiz gelinmedi. Uluslararas1 bir yanhs bu.
Bizde elhamdiililllah yok. Avrupa da salgin bir toplumsal rahatsizlik. Insallah

bizde olmaz, ciinkii bizim inancimiz onu kétiilemis. Allah korusun.”’

DSP: AB'ye boyle gireceksek, girmeyelim

DSP Balikesir Milletvekili ve Icisleri Komisyonu Uyesi Tamer Kanber de FP'li
Oguz gibi iigiincii cinsiyetin resmi kimlik belgelerinde yer almasina siddetle kars
cikti. DSP'li Kanber, bunu engellemek ugruna gerekirse AB'yi bile reddederek
sOyle dedi: ‘‘Burada Tiirkiye'yi ilgilendiren fazla 6nemli bir sey yok. Bizim i¢
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hukukumuzda cinsiyetsizlik olmadigi i¢in bizde o hane kullanilmayacak. Bizim
vatandaslik belgemizde boyle bir hane olmayacak. Ama Fransa'da erkek ve kadin
disinda iiciincii hane var kullanithyor. Ugiincii cinsiyet bir vakiadir ve kisilerin
tercihidir. Tercihlerini nasil yasamak istiyorlarsa Oyle yasasinlar. Ama ben bu
sekilde bir resmi Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti kimligi diizenlenmesini kabul etmem.

AB'ye bu sekilde gidilecekse varsin gidilmesin.”’

MHP: Birakalim iigiincii kimlik alsinlar
MHP Adiyaman Milletvekili ve Igisleri Komisyonu Uyesi Hasari Giiler, iigiincii
cinsiyete kars1 liberal bir tavir sergileyerek sunlari sdyledi: ‘‘Ustiinii kapatmakla
engelleyemeyiz. Bu olay bir gercektir. Birakalim isteyenler kendine {iciincii bir
kimlik alabilsin. Insanin erkeklik ve kadinlik diginda farkli bir cinsiyeti varsa
yazilsin. Erkek degil, kadin degilse kendisini tanimlayabilsin. Kabul eksek de
etmesek de bunlar Tiirkiye'de de, diinyada da var. Kendini tanimlama hakki
olabilmelidir. Ustiinii kapatip gizlemekle yok edebilir miyiz? Bu bir mensubiyet
suurudur. Kendini nasil hissediyorsa dyle olsun. Kendilerine bir sifat buluyorlarsa

miisade edelim varsin olsunlar.’’

DYP: Bu konu diinyanin gercegi

Eski Emniyet Genel Miidiirii de olan Icisleri Komisyonu Uyesi ve DYP Antalya
Milletvekili Kemal Celik de {iigiincii cinsiyetin ‘‘bir vakia’’oldugunu soyledi.
Celik, bunun begenilmese de inkar edilemeyecek bir durum oldugunu belirterek,
sOyle dedi: ‘‘Bu zaten uluslararas1 formlardir. Tiirkiye tabii ki bu sézlesmeye imza
attigina gore bunu da kabul etmis demektir. Niifus ciizdan1 olay1 gibi bakmak
yanlis olur. Diyelim ki adam Avrupa'dan emekli olmus ama Tiirkiye'de oturuyor.
Emekli maasin1 6demek i¢in Almanya, sag mi, 6lii mii diye Tiirkiye'den belge
istiyor ve Tiirkiye bu belgelerden veriyor. Bu belgelerde bu konular soruluyor.
Uciincii cinsiyetin olmasin1 Avrupa da Tiirkiye de temenni etmez ama bu
diinyanin bir gergegidir. Biz bunu elestirmekle diinyanin gercegini degistiremeyiz.

Insanligin da buna hos bir olay goziiyle baktigin1 sanmiyorum.

Uciincii cinsiyette Tiirkiye ‘ilerici’ ¢ikti
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Kimlik belgesinde iiciincii cinsiyet sozlesmesiyle ilgili olarak, TBMM Iic¢isleri
Komisyonu'nda kabul edilen ‘‘S6zlesmenin onaylandigina dair Yasa Tasarisi’’
oniimiizdeki giinlerde Disisleri Komisyonu'nda ele alinacak. Tasarinin burada da
kabul edilerek Meclis Genel Kurulu'na gelmesi bekleniyor. Tasar1 Genel Kurul'da
da kabul edildigi takdirde, travesti ve escinseller Tiirkiye'de de, kendilerini yasal
olarak erkek ve kadin cinsleri disinda tamimlama hakkina kavusmus olacak.
Ancak bu durum, bu tanimanin niifus ciizdanlarina veya diger kimlik belgelerine
yanstyacagl anlamina gelmiyor. Yani, bu sézlesmenin kabul edilmesiyle niifus
clizdanlarina ya da pasaportlara ayr1 bir *‘iiclincii cinsiyet’” boliimi agilmayacak.
Icisleri Bakanhigi Niifus ve Vatandashik Isleri Genel Miidiirliigii yetkilileri,
TBMM'in bu s6zlesmeyi onaylamasinin, Tiirkiye acisindan doguracag fiili bir
sonu¢ olmayacagini sdyledi. Bir Genel Miidiir Yardimcisi, Hiirriyet'in sorusu
izerine sOyle dedi: ‘‘Niifus clizdanm veya diger kimlik belgeleriyle bu sdzlesmenin
bir alakas1 yok. Uye olan iilkelerin olusturdugu bir komisyon var. Biz de oraya
ilyeyiz. Vatandaslarin durumlariyla ilgili belgelerin diizenlenmesine has bir
durumdur bu kodlamalar. Dolayisiyla bizim i¢ hukukumuzda cinsiyetlerle ilgili

bir diizenleme olmadigi i¢in, Tiirkiye'yi ilgilendiren bir durum olmayacak.”’

SOZLESME HUKUMLERI

Sozlesme, erkeklik ve kadinlik disinda kalan ‘‘iiclincii cinsiyet’’in de,
uluslararas1 yazigsmalarda ‘‘sahsi durum’’ bilgileri arasinda gosterilmesini
iceriyor.  Sozlesme genel olarak su hiikiimleri igeriyor: Ahvali sahsiye
belgelerinde yer alan aciklamalar, kodlarla ifade edilmislerdir. (Erkek 3-4-1,
Kadin 3-4-2, Cinsiyeti belirsiz 3-4-3) Bir akit devlet tarafindan birinci maddeye
uygun olarak diizenlenen her ahvali sahsiye belgesi, diger akit devletlerin niifus
memurlar1 tarafindan higbir terciimeye gerek gormeksizin kabul edilir. Ilgili
kisinin istegi halinde bu belgede kullanilan kodlarin anlami, onu kullanacak
devletin resmi dili veya dillerinden birinde agiklanacaktir. Her devlet isbu
sozlesmeye katilabilir. Isbu sozlesmenin ekleri, Milletleraras1 Ahvali Sahsiye
Komisyonu Uyesi devletlerin ve isbu sozlesmeye taraf olup iiye olmayan
devletlerin temsilcilerinin oybirligiyle degistirilebilir. Her devlet onaylamadan

sonra herhangi bir zamanda, isbu sozlesmenin milletlerarasi diizeyde adina
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hareket ettigi iilkelerin biitiiniinde veya bu iilkelerin birinde veya birkaginda
uygulanacagim beyan edebilir. Her taraf devlet, sozlesmenin kendi agisindan
yiriirliige girmesinden bir yi1l sonra, anlasmay1 feshettigini bildirme yetkisine

sahiptir.

Pembe kimlikte Biilent Ersoy basi ¢cekmisti

Ameliyatla cinsiyet degistirenlere niifus ciizdan1 verilmesi Turgut Ozal'in
Bagbakan oldugu 1988 yilina rastliyor. Bakanlar Kurulu 1988 Subati'nda yaptigi
uzun bir toplanti sonucunda ‘‘Cinsiyet degistirenlere yeni niifus kagidi
verilmesi’’ni Oongdéren Medeni Kanun Yasasi'ndaki degisikligi kabul ederek
TBMM'ye gondermisti. Yasanin kabuliinden sonra, yasa degisikliginden ilk
yararlananlardan biri de Biilent Ersoy oldu. Yasanin ¢ikmasiyla birlikte Mayis
ayinda kadinliginin onaylanmasi i¢in dava agip, kadinligi onaylanan Biilent Ersoy,

‘‘Allaha siikiir, bundan boyle 6zledigim hayata kavusacagim,”” demisti.

TRAVESTIYE KIMLIK VE GENELEV YOK
07/01/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

Icisleri Bakan1 Sadettin Tantan, travestilere genelevde caligma izni verilecegini
acikladi ama bundan cabuk vazgegildi. Ust diizey bir Emniyet Genel Miidiirliigii
yetkilisi, ‘‘Travestilere genelevde caligsma izni kesinlikle verilmeyecek. Ters iligki
ananelerimize aykiri. Devletin ters iliskiye ¢anak tutmasi s6z konusu olamaz’
dedi.

Travestilere genelev izni tartismas icisleri Bakanhigi'min, Saglik Bakanligi'yla
ortaklasa hazirladigi fuhugla miicadele tiiziigii degisiklik taslagi ile giindeme
geldi. Taslaga gore, 1961 yilinda kabul edilen‘‘Genel Kadinlar ve Genelevlerin
Tabi Olacaklar1 Hiikiimler ve Fuhus Yiiziinden Bulasan Ziihrevi Hastaliklarla
Miicadele Tiiztigii’” kaldirilacak, yerine, ‘‘Fuhusun Kontrolii ve Fuhusla Bulasan
Hastaliklarin Onlenmesine iliskin tiiziik>> getirilecekti. Tiiziik taslaginda, hayat

kadinlarina ‘‘seks calisani’’ deniyordu. ‘‘Seks calisan1i’ ise ‘‘Fuhus yapmay1
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meslek edinen ve bu nedenle komisyon tarafindan tescil edilen kisi’* olarak tarif
ediliyordu. Aym tiiziikte ‘‘fuhus’’ ise ‘‘Bir kisinin, maddi ¢ikar karsiligi, degisik
kigilerle cinsel iliskide bulunmasi’’ olarak tanmimlaniyordu. Bu tiiziik taslagi,
Tantan tarafindan yaklagsik iki ay once kamuoyuna aktarildiginda, ‘‘seks caligan1’
deyimiyle, ‘‘Travestilere genelevde ¢alisma’ olanag getirildigi, bdylece bazi
cadde ve yollarn isgal eden kadin goriiniimlii erkeklere engel olunacagi ©ne

stiriilityordu.

Devlet, sapik yasa ¢ikaramaz

Emniyet Genel Miidiirligii'nde gorevli iist diizey bir yetkili, travestilerin
genelevde calismalartyla ilgili olarak sunlari soyledi: ‘‘Olur mu oOyle sey. Ters
iligkiye giren, kadin goriiniimiindeki erkeklere genelevde calisma izni verilir mi
hic?. Tovbe tovbe. Ters iliski, bizim orf adet ve ananelerimize uymaz. Travestilere
kesinlikle genelev izni vermeyecegiz.”’

Ayni emniyet yetkilisi, ‘‘Homoseksiiel ve travestiye genelevde calistirma izni
verilmesini 6ngoren tiiziikk ¢cikmayacak. Zaten o taslak asamasindaydi. Simdi o
taslak yeniden degistirilerek travesti izni kaldiriliyor. Devlet, hi¢ 6yle sapikliklara
miisade eder mi? Devlet sapik yasa ¢ikarmaz’ dedi.

Ust diizey yetkili, ameliyatla kadin olan ve transseksiiel diye tanimlanan Kisilerin
tipki kadin gibi pembe niifus ciizdan1 aldiklarim1 ve ancak o zaman bu kisilere

genelev izni verildigini sdyledi.

AMELIYATLILARA PEMBE KiMLIK ZATEN VAR

Yetkili, ‘‘Ameliyatla kadin olup pembe niifus cilizdam1 alanlar isterlerse
genelevde ¢aligabilir. Ciinkii onlarin her yoniiyle kadin olduguna mahkeme karar
veriyor. O zaman kadinlarin tim haklarindan faydalanabiliyorlar’’dedi. Fuhusla
bulagsan hastaliklarla miicadeleyi hedefleyen bu tiiziige eklenecek bir baska
maddeyle, AIDS hastas1 olan kisilerin fuhus yapmasina engel olunacak. AIDS
hastas1 olanlarin, fuhus yaparak oliimciil hastaligi baskalarina bulastirmalarina
engel olmak i¢in bu kisilerin tedavi ve bakim masrafim devlet iistlenecek. Bu

kigiler stirekli gozetim altinda tutularak tedavi edilecek. AIDS hastasi oldugu
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halde gecimini fuhus yaparak saglayan kisilere nasil davramilacag Saglik

Bakanlig1 ile Emniyet Genel Miidiirliigii yetkilileri arasinda tartigiliyor.

Uciincii cins bizde olmayacak

Icisleri Bakanlhigi'ndan yapilan yazili aciklamaya gore, Kisinin ‘‘iiciincii cins’’
oldugunu gosteren 3-4-3 kodu Tiirkiye'de kullanilmayacak. Bu amagla niifus
clizdaninda veya Uluslararas1 Aile Ciizdanlari'nda yer alan bilgilerde herhangi bir
degisiklik yapilmayacak. Aciklamada, ‘‘Travesti, Escinsel’” gibi tanimlamalari
ifade eden 3-4-3 kodu’nun kullanilmayacag: soyle belirtildi:

“TBMM igisleri Komisyonu'nda, 4 Ocak 2001 tarihinde kabul edilen, kodlama
sistemine gore hazirlanacak belgelerde, iiye iilkelerin kendi i¢ mevzuatlarinin
Oongordiigii bilgilere yer verilecektir. Tiirk mevzuatinda insanlar cinsiyeti sadece
kadin ve erkek olarak tanmimlanmistir. Mevzuatimizda yer almayan bagka bir
cinsiyet (escinsel, travesti) tanimlamasinin gerek iilkemiz resmi makamlarinca
diizenlenecek belgelerde yer almasi s6z konusu degildir.”’

Sozlesmede yer alan ‘‘3-4-3 kodu’’nun yalnizca, ‘‘Kendi i¢ mevzuatinda bunu
cinsiyet tanimlamasi olarak kabul etmis bulunan iilkeler arasinda gonderilen
belgelerde kullanilabilicegi’” vurgulandi. Acgiklamada ayrica, ‘‘S6zkonusu
sozlesme, sadece iiye iilkeler arasinda, kisi hallerine iliskin karsilikli bilgi
vermede kullanilmak iizere diizenlenen belgelerle ilgilidir’’ ifadesine yer verildi.
Bakanlik agiklamasinda, ‘‘Niifus ciizdanlarinda ve aile ciizdanlarinda yer alan
bilgilerde herhangi bir degisiklik s6z konusu degildir. Ayrica, yeni tip niifus
clizdanlarda da mevzuatimizda diizenlenmemis bir konuya iliskin herhangi bir

bilginin yer almas1 miimkiin degildir’’ denildi.
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TARKAN KESKE ESCINSEL OLMASAYDI
14/04/2001
Hiirriyet
Soylesi
GULDEN AYDIN
MEHMET GUL

Ekonomik krizle politika arasina bir parantez acip, MHP Istanbul Milletvekili
Mehmet Giil'le, escinsellik, sacin1 ve biyigim1 boyayan milletvekilleri, siir ve
kadinlardan konusmay1 denedik. Giil, kisa siire once Fatih Urek'in kilik kiyafeti ve
davraniglariyla ilgili beyanat vermisti. Kusadasi’na gelen gay gemisine de en ¢cok
kizanlardan biriydi. Belli ki bu konularda derin hassasiyeti ve ciddi kanaatleri
vardi. Zaten bizim bazi sorularimiza da ¢ok kizdi. Oyle ki Sebati fotograf
cekemeyecegini, ben de Mehmet Giil'iin kurt adama doniisecegini sandim. Bu
arada Tarkan hakkindaki kulaktan kulaga yayilan ama higbir zaman resmen beyan
edilmeyen en biiyiik dedikoduyu da su ciimlesiyle kayda gecirdi:

‘“‘Keske Tarkan escinsel olmasaydi, onu daha ¢ok severdim’’. Ama &fkesi ¢cabuk
dindi ve roportaj sag salim bitti. Hatta Sayin Giil finalde, ‘‘Keziban’’adini tasiyan
kendi kitabindan bir siiri mum 1s18inda okudu:

“‘Aksam kuguya benzemez/Daglar denize dokiiliir/Baliklar onlar1 yemez/Deniz
suyuna kanmadan.”’

MHP milletvekilleri paldir kiildiir konusmalariyla da dikkat ¢ekiyor.

Osman Durmus'un son beyanati ‘‘Baharda kani kizisanlar...”’?

- Benim ag¢imdan hatali bir taraf yok ki. Toplum i¢in de hatali bir taraf yok.
Zaman zaman eksikligimiz olabilir. Iki yildir parlamentodayiz. Parlamento
adabini, devletle tanismayr yeni kavramaya basladik. Ben, yeni yeni
milletvekilinin gercek fonksiyonlarini kavramaya basladim. Ama medya bizi
anlarsa, MHP'nin uzaydan gelmedigini anlarsiniz.

Toplumun Mehmet Giil'iin Fatih Urek yorumuna ihtiyaci mi var? Milletvekiline
mi diistii, Tiirkiye'nin meselesi bu mu?

- Tirkiye'deki hersey, milletvekilinin meselesine girer. Kiiltiir, aile, dis politika,

i¢ politika milletvekilinin konusudur.
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Hamasetten bahsediyorum.

- Olur mu canim? Cevreyi korumak ne kadar 6nemliyse, kiiltiirii ve bazi
degerleri korumak o kadar onemlidir. Tavrimi koyuyorum. Homoseksiielligin,
normal olmayan biitiin cinsl yapimin insan tabiatina aykirt oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum. Kadin erkek icin, erkek kadin icindir. Bunun disindaki tercihler
beni ilgilendirmez. Ama bir milletvekili olarak bu insanlarin tabii istikametinde
gitmesini, kendi goriiglerim istikametinde degerlendiririm. Ben, diisiincesi olmak
zorunda olan bir insanim.

Milletvekillerinin cinsel tercihler iizerine ahkam kesmesinin erkek se¢menlerinin
ruhunu oksamak oldugunu diigiiniiyorum.

- Camim simdi bizi feminizm, komiinizm tartismasina ¢cekmeyin. Bakin, olay su:
Ben feminizm gibi seylerin kompleks nedeniyle oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.

Konuyu bu yone ¢cekmeyin. Ben bunlan kastetmedim.

- Bu soruyu neden sordunuz peki? Sizin bana sinirlenme hakkiniz var ama benim
sinirli cevap verme hakkim yok 6yle mi? Tirklikte de Miisliimanhkta da
escinsellik yoktur.

Escinsellik dinleriistii bir durum.

-Baz1 Miisliimanlar escinsel olabilir. Ama Islam escinselin yaninda nudir, rica
ederim simdi. Fatih Urek'e sorsam, Miisliimandir. Ama Islam escinselligi mi
emrediyor. Dedigimi ya anlayin ya dinleyin. Escinselligin sapiklikla ilgisi vardir,
tedavi edilmesi gerekir. Kimseyi kafir ya da Miisliiman ilan etme hakkina sahip
degilim. Ama escinselligin miiessese haline gelmesine karsiyim. Konudan konuya
atlamayin. Escinselin, eroinmanin hakkimi savunmak bana diismez. Her giin
medyada escinselleri topluma ideal tipler gibi lanse ediyorsunuz. Iste karga sesli
Aydin't sanki ¢ok giizel sesliymis gibi sirf homoseksiielliginden dolay1 ikide bir
cikarirsaniz...

Sanat¢1 olmakla cinsel tercihin ne ilgisi var?

-Iste Arto diye biri var. insanlara kiifrediyor, hakaret ediyor, insanlar ¢cok mutlu.
Ben ¢ok mutsuzum, toplumu niye bu hale getirdiler diye. Biz Zeki Miiren'e bile,
sanat degerinden dolayr tahammiil ettik. Escinsel olmasina ragmen Tarkan'in
biitiin diinyada bizi temsil etmesi, beni mutlu ediyor. Ama keske Tarkan escinsel

olmasaydi da baska tiirlii olsaydi1 daha ¢ok severdim.
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ENTEL YARGILARI

Escinsellige tepkinizin fobik oldugunu diisiinmeye basladim!

- Fobik diye meseleyi boyle klasik entellerin bir seye baglama yargisina
bagliyorum da ondan. Siz soyleyin, escinsellik normal midir, degil midir?

Ben norm koyucu ve koruyucu degilim.

- Giizel. Ben norm koyucuyum. Ciinkii beni norm koymam ig¢in getirdiler.
Medeni Kanunu yapacagim ama ne normal, ne anormal konusmayacagim oyle
mi?

Kar laf1 da epeyce konusuldu?

- Kan1 da gayet normal. Kar1 kocadan geliyor. Karinin karsiligi herif degildir.
Hayat kadimm yerine hayat karisi diyor muyuz? Hangi kasitla konustugumuza
bagli. Sana hanimefendi diyerek de hakaret edebilirim.

Demokrasilerde herkes, diinya goriisleri dogrultusunda halka gider. Halk da size
oy verir. Benim diinya goriisiim, Miusliman Tiirk ¢izgisine baghdir. Bu ¢izgiyi

ortaya koyarak yiizde 18 oy almigim.

BIYIK BOYAMAK ZAAFI

Soylediklerinizin ceremesini ¢ektiginiz oldu mu?

- Tabii, yani herseyin maliyeti olur. Sizi kirdim mi diye diistiniyorum ama
kirmak maksadiyla sdylemedim. Bu bizim basimizi belaya ugratti1 zaman zaman.
Televizyoncu mikrofonu uzatti. Tavrimi belirtirken kastim onlara saldirmak
degildi.

Meclis'te sagt ve biyig1 siyaha boyali vekiller ne kadar cok? MHP
milletvekillerinden var mi sizin bildiginiz?

- Benim meselem sagcimi boyayan vekiller degil. Medyamizda da var sacini,
biyigin1 boyayan. Insanin oldugu her yerde insani zaaflar olabilir. MHP'de var mi
hatirlamiyorum. Pek ihtiya¢ duyduklarini sanmiyorum.

Zannediyorduk ki solcular yasarsa Tiirkiye batar. 20 yil once hi¢ diisiinmiis
milydiiniiz, bugiinlere geleceginizi?

- Tirkiye'nin bu noktaya gelip gelemeyecegini bile hesaplayamazdik.
Zannediyorduk ki solcular yasarsa Tiirkiye batar. Onlar da sagcilar yasarsa

Tiirkiye batar zannediyordu. Simdi anliyoruz ki geceyle giindiiz kadar birbirimize
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muhtaciz. Ben, gercek anlamda demokrat oldugumu diisiiniiyorum. Topluma
alternatif vermenin yolu, zithklarn da ortaya koymaktan gecer. Kiiltiir olarak
devleti tamiyoruz. Ama pratikte zaman zaman kafamrmzdakilerle celisen
uygulamalar gordiik. Bunlara zor alisacagimizi da biliyorduk. Yolsuzluk ve
yoksullukla miicadelede amacimiz, Tirk milletini giiclii ve mutlu kilmakt.
Koalisyon oldugumuz icin ¢ok azini hayata gecirme imkanimiz oldu.

Tabanimizin taleplerine tam cevap veremediginizde onlar1 ikna etmekte zorluk
cikiyor mu?

- Emin olun, tabanmmiz samldigi kadar fanatik degil. Cok c¢abuk kavrar. il
baskan1 oldugum donemden beni kati bilirler. Ama milletvekili oldugum gece
ancak DSP-MHP koalisyonunun olacagini, bunun toplumsal uzlasma ve i¢ barisa
katkis1 olacagini, Saymm Bahcgeli ve Ecevit'in tevazuda bulustuklar1 yonleri
sOylemistim. Tabanimiz hi¢ tepki gostermedi. Bizim tabanimiz dogru dedi.

Ecevit, sizin kitleniz tarafindan da seviliyor diyebilir miyiz?

- DSP ve MHP, birtakim yolsuzluk ve suiistimallere kars1 miicadelede problem

olmazlar. Tabii uzlagsmadigimiz bir¢ok konular var.

MHP'DE KADINLAR

Bizde kadinlar 12 Eyliil ncesi geri planda degildi, zaten yoktu. Ug bes tane kiz
ogrenci vardi. Kavga dogiis ¢cok oldugu i¢in onlar1 geriye itiyorduk. Erkek grubu
olarak arenada yerimizi aliyorduk. Ciinkii fazla itibar gormedik bayanlardan.
Solcularda daha ¢ok bayan vardi. Su anda kadinlarin ¢ok ciddi ilgisi, kadin

kollarinin giiclenmesi yoniinde kanaat var.

MEHMET GUL iSMINDEKIi VEKIiLi NEFRETLE KINIYORUM
15/04/2001
Hiirriyet

Haber

TARKAN TEVETOGLU

MHP'li Mehmet Giil'iin, ‘‘Tarkan escinsel olmasaydi da baska tiirlii olsaydi,

daha cok severdim’’ sozlerine Tarkan Tevetoglu'dan sert yanit geldi. MHP'li vekil
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icin ‘‘Bilirkisi tavrinda konusuyor’’ diyen Tarkan, Giil'i nefretle kinadigim
belirterek, ‘‘Kendisiyle gereken her seyi yargi oniinde tartisacagim’ dedi.

MHP Milletvekili Mehmet Giil'iin, Hiirriyet Cumartesi'deki roportajda Tarkan
icin ‘‘Keske Tarkan escinsel olmasaydi da baska tiirlii olsaydi, daha cok
severdim’’ demesi iinlii popg¢u Tarkan'1 kizdirdi. Tarkan, ‘‘S6z konusu réportajda
Mehmet Giil'iin sahsimla ilgili yaptigi degerlendirmeleri nefretle kiniyorum’’
diyerek sert bir aciklama yapti. Tarkan, Giil'le yargi oniinde herseyi tartisacagim
soyledi.

Mehmet Giil'in sahsiyla ilgili yaptig1 agiklamalar1 nefret kinadigimi belirten
Tarkan, konusmasina sert bir dille devam etti:

“Uzun bir siiredir izledigim ve gozledigim, Mehmet Giil ismindeki bu
milletvekilinin sadece tek bir konuda degil her konuda bir fikri oldugu ve
fikirlerini adeta bir bilirkisi tavriyla ileri siirdiigiidiir. Yaklasik bir aydir
Tiirkiye'deyim. Ulkenin iginde bulundugu durumu ve vatandaslarimin sikintisini
ben de her giin yasiyorum. Biitiin bunlardan kendimce dersler ¢ikariyorum ve bu
iilkede yasayan herkes gibi iiziintii duyuyorum. Ulkenin durumu gercekten vahim
bir tablo arzediyor. Insanlar iimitsizce sorunlarina care ararken ben duyarli bir
milletvekilinin hi¢ bilmedigi konularda ulu orta fikir beyan etmesinden daha ¢ok,
iilkesinin ve insanlarinin sorunlarina kafa yormasin beklerdim. S6z konusu
roportajda Mehmet Giil'iin sahsimla ilgili yaptigi degerlendirilmeleri nefretle

kiniyorum.”’

Mahkemeye veriyorum

Meclis catisi altinda yemin eden bir milletvekilinin din, dil, irk ve cinsiyet ayrimi1
yapmamasi gerektigini hatirlatan gen¢ popcu, ‘‘Bu milletin vekili olmak kendi
diisiincelerini  ‘‘genel dogrular’” gibi anlatma hakkini hicbir milletvekiline
vermemeli. Milletin vekili oncelikle Meclis catis1 altinda ettigi yemine sadik
kalmali diye diisiiniiyorum. Higbir dil, din, 11k, cinsiyet ayrimi gozetmeksizin
halkinin mutlulugu i¢in calisacagina yemin etmis bir milletvekili, bu yemine her
durum ve kosulda sadik kalmasi gerekir. Ustelik yukarida da belirttigim gibi bu
millet bugiin secip parlamentoya gorderdigi her vekilinden ayr ayr1 yasadigi

sikintilarla ilgili somut ¢6ziim 6nerileri bekliyor’ dedi.
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Mehmet Giil'ii demokrathigin ne demek oldugu konusunda biraz daha kafa
yormaya davet ettigini belirten Tarkan, konusmasim su sozleriyle tamamladi.
‘“‘Bence ‘‘gercek demokrat’’ insana, insanliga, kisilik haklarina, sanata ve
sanat¢iya saygi duymaktan da gecgiyor. Bu konuyla ilgili artik kendisiyle baska
hicbir polemige girmeyecegim ve tartisilmasi gereken herseyi yargi Oniinde

tartisacagim.’’

Zeki Miiren i¢in soyledikleri de Tarkan1 kizdirdi

Amacinin konuyu siyasi bir platformda tartismak olmadigin1 da sdyleyen
Tarkan, ‘‘Hicbir siyasi goriisii ya da olusumu hedef almiyorum. Sorun sadece
kigiseldir’” dedi. Mehmet Giil'iin Zeki Miiren'le ilgili, ‘‘Zeki Miiren'e bile sanat
degerinden dolayr tahammiil ettik’” sozlerini de elestiren Tarkan, ‘‘Bu iilkenin ve
milyonlarca insanin yillarca hakkinda koparttig1 bir ¢ok spekiilasyona karsin bag
taci ettigi, ‘‘sanat giinesi’’ unvamimi verdigi, iistelik su an hayatta olmayan bir
biiyiik sanat¢i icin, ‘‘kendisine sanati i¢in tahammiil ettik’” diyebilmesi nasil bir

anlayistir bilemiyorum.”” dedi.

Tarkan, escinsel olmasaydi1 daha ¢ok severdim

MHP'li Milletvekili Mehmet Giil, Hiirriyet Gazetesine yaptigi agiklamada,
Tarkan i¢in sunlart sOylemisti: ‘‘Escinselligin sapiklikla ilgilisi var, tedavi
edilmesi gerekir. Escinsel olmasina ragmen Tarkan'in biitiin diinyada bizi temsil
etmesi, beni mutlu ediyor. Ama keske Tarkan escinsel olmasaydi, baska tiirlii

olsaydi. Onu daha ¢ok severdim.”’

Boyle bir sevgiyi istemiyorum

Mehmet Giil gibi anlayisa sahip olan insanlar1 yurt disinda temsil etmedigini de
anlatan Tarkan, ‘‘Mehmet Giiliin beni sevmesi gerekmiyor. Ayrica bdyle bir
sevgiyi de istemiyorum. Bana, beni yiirekten seven insanlarin kosulsuz sevgileri

fazlasiyla yeter’’ seklinde konustu.
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GUL: OYLE DEGILSEN ERKEK GiBi DAVRAN
16/04/2001
Hiirriyet
Haber
MEHMET GUL

MHP Istanbul Milletvekili Mehmet Giil, ‘‘Tarkan escinsel olmasaydi, onu daha
cok severdik’’ sozlerinin ardindan, Tarkann da, “‘Giil'i kimyorum. Kendisiyle
her seyi mahkemede tartisacagim’’ sozlerine kars1 yanitlar verdi. Giil, Hiirriyet'e
yaptig1 aciklamada, ‘‘Tarkan beni mahkemeye verirse, mahkeme saniyorum onu
hastaneye sevkeder. Cocuk sikintiya girer. Ben onun, sikintiya girmek yerine
stiildyoda giizel miizikler yapmasini isterim. Madem escinsel degil kliplerinde
normal bir erkek gibi davransin’’ diye konustu. Tarkan dava acarsa, kendisinin de
istemedigi halde karsi dava agmak zorunda kalacagim soyleyen Giil, davanin
konusunu, ‘‘Tiirk gengligine kotii 6rnek olmak ve onu yozlastiran birtakim
gelismelere alet olmak’’ olarak agikladi. ibadet gibi kabahatin de gizli oldugunu
one siiren Giil, ‘Ibadet ediyor mu onu bilmem. Sanatini &n plana ¢ikarsin, onu
daha cok alkiglayalim" diye konustu. Tarkan1 bir sanat¢i olarak ¢ok basarili
buldugunu, Miizeyyen Senar'la birlikte ¢ikardigir Tiirk Sanat Miizigi kasetini de
cok begendigini anlatan Giil, ‘‘Ben, gizli kalmasi gereken cinsel tercihini yansitan
goriintiisiine karstyim. O goriintiiye dikkat ederek, bu olumlu c¢izgisini daha da
gelistirmeli. Hedefim Tarkan veya herhangi bir escinsel degil. Escinselligi popiiler

hale getirip genglere iyi 6rnek diye sunmaya tepkiliyim’’ dedi.

‘Tarkan belas1’n1 bagima Hiirriyet sardi

MHP’li Giil, medyanin, escinsellik gibi konularda duyarli ve sorumlu olmasi
gerektigini savundu. Giil, sozlerini soyle siirdiirdii: ‘‘Escinseller oy verirlerse
memnun oluruz. Oyun iizerinde escinsel yazmiyor. Escinsellerin iyi 6rnek gibi
gosterilip topluma ve bilhassa yeni yetisen genglere model olarak sunulmasina
karsiyiz. Yoksa, herkesin tercihi, kendisini ilgilendirir. Sanatgi kisiligini

gelistirmig, Tiirk miizigine ve Kkiiltiiriine katkida bulunanlar, s6zlerimden
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alimmamali.”” Giil, ‘‘Tarkan Belasi’’m1 basina Hiirriyet'in sardigin1 6ne siirerek,

esprili bir dille *‘Bu goriiglerim de gazetede genisce yer almali’’ dedi.

TARKAN SURGUNU
21/04/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

Mehmet Giil'tin Avustralya'ya gitmesinin ardinda, ‘‘Tarkan siirgiinii’’ yorumlari
yapiliyor. Tarkan'a ‘‘escinsel’’, Dervis'e ‘‘Mason’ diyen Giil'i, ‘‘Bir siire
ortalikta goziikmesin’’ diye MHP lideri Bahceli'nin gonderttigi sdyleniyor.

MHP Istanbul Milletvekili Mehmet Giil'iin, Avustralya'ya gitmesi, siyasi
kulislerde ‘‘Tiirkan siirgiinii’’ diye yorumlaniyor. Tarkanin MHP kokenli bir
aileden gelmesi, Mehmet Giil'iin de sik sik yerli yersiz konugmalar yapmasi,
stirgliniin baglica nedenleri arasinda gosteriliyor.

Diinyaca iinlii pop starimiz Tarkan'a ‘‘escinsel’’demesinin ardindaki firtina
durulmadan bir TV programinda ekonomiden sorumlu Devlet Bakani Kemal
Dervis i¢in ‘‘Masondur, gayri miislimdir’> diyen Mehmet Giil, gectigimiz
giinlerde sessiz sedasiz Avustralya'ya gitmisti.

Birka¢ milletvekili arkadasiyla birlikte oradaki Tiirk derneklerinin davetlisi
olarak Avustralya'ya gittigi bildirilen Mehmet Giilin, aslinda Bagbakan
Yardimcist Devlet Bahgeli tarafindan bu ekibe dahil edildigi iddia edildi.

Bahceli'nin, ‘‘Avustralya'ya gitsin. 1-2 ay orada kalsin’’ seklinde talimat verdigi
de iddialar arasinda. Bu gelismelerin ardindan MHP'li Giil ile mahkemede
hesaplasacagini aciklayan Tarkan'in telefonlar1 susmak bilmiyor. Hemen her giin,
hatir1 sayilir kisiler ve milletvekilleri tarafindan aranan Tarkan, su an ne yapacagi
konusunda heniiz bir karar verebilmis degil. Diin iki MHP'li milletvekili
tarafindan yine aranan Tarkan, bu konunun nasil sonuglanacag: seklinde simdilik
bir aciklama yapmiyor. Unlii sanatginm avukati Siiheyl Atay ise gerekli islemleri
tamamladiklarini, Tarkan'dan gelecek talimati bekledigini sdyledi. Mehmet Giil'iin

milletvekili olmasi nedeniyle ceza davasi agilamayacagimibelirten Siitheyl Atay,
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“‘Eger tazminat davasi agarsak, bugiine kadar actigimiz en biiyiik tazminat davasi

20 milyardir. Simdi acacagimiz dava 20 milyarin {izerinde olur’’ dedi.

Rizeliler de kizdi: Giil vatani kurtarsin.

MILLIYETCI Hareket Partisi Istanbul Milletvekili Mehmet Giil'iin, pop miizik
sanat¢ist Tarkan'in escinsel oldugu yoniindeki sozleri, iinli sanat¢cinin Rize'nin
Ikizdere Ilgesi Riizgarli Koyii'ndeki akrabalarmi kizdirdi. Tarkan'in amcasinin
oglu Ahmet Tevetoglu, Mehmet Giiliin amacinin polemik yaratip giindeme
gelmek oldugunu belirterek, ‘‘Tarkan bizim evladimizdir. Degil bu koyden,
Karadeniz'den Mehmet Giil'iin dedigi gibi insan ¢ikmaz. Mehmet Giil, boyle
seylerle ugrasacagima memleketin isleriyle ugragsin. Ona verilen asil gorevi
yapsin. Zaten iilkeyi bdyle seylerle ugrasarak batirdilar. Once bunun hesabini
versin’’ dedi. Ahmet Tevetoglu'nun esi Fatma Tevetoglu da, yegenin asla boyle

bir kisilige sahip olmadiginmi soyledi.

Mehmet Bey oziir dilerse oglum affeder.

Giinlerdir Tarkan ile Mehmet Giil arasinda yasanan gerginlikte sessiz kalmay1
tercih eden anne Nese Tevetoglu sonunda patladi. Ogluna ¢amur atildigini iddia
eden Nese Hanim, su agiklamada bulundu: ‘‘Tarkan ne zaman Tiirkiye'ye gelse
hep bir seyler ortaya atihyor. Ulkesini ¢cok seven, iilkesini diinyada en iyi sekilde
temsil eden piril piril bir sanatciya bunlarin yapilmasim adaletsizlik olarak
goriiyorum. Oglum 20 yasina kadar benim kanatlarimin altinda biiyiidii. Hangi
aile cocugunun boyle olmasini kabul edebilir. Ustelik biz Karadenizli'yiz. Biz de
asla boyle bir sey olmaz. Temiz bir cocuga ¢amur atmak giinahtir, ayiptir. Kimse
oglumla ugrasmasim. Bizler yillardir hep sustuk. Ben de konusmasini bilirim. Ama
oglumun hatir1 icin sustum.’’ Insanlarin hata yapabilecegini, yanlis kelimeler
sarfedebilecegini belirten Nese Tevetoglu, ‘“Yapilan hatalar1 insanoglu affeder.

Eger Mehmet Bey 6ziir dilerse tabii ki bu olay kapanir, gider’’ dedi.
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OZEL HAYATA MUDAHALE
09/06/2001

Hiirriyet

Haber

MEHMET GUL

Giil'den Tarkan i¢in ¢ok 6zel yorum
Ozel tercihi ve o6zel hayatiyla ilgili fotograflarinin calinarak yayimnlanmasi dzel
hayata miidahaledir. Bu noktada Tarkan hakli “TARKAN, escinsel olmasaydi
kendisini daha ¢ok severdik’’ diyerek uzun siiren bir polemigin tarafi olan MHP
Istanbul Milletvekili Mehmet Giil, Tarkan'm erkek arkadasiyla birlikte cektirdigi
ciplak fotograflarin yayinlanmas: ile ilgili olarak, ‘‘Ozel tercihi ve 6zel hayatiyla
ilgili fotograflarinin ¢alinarak yayilanmasi 6zel hayata miidahaledir. Bu noktada
Tarkan hakli. Zaten, ‘escinsel degilim' diyerek de hassasiyetini ortaya koymustu’’

dedi.

DOGAL OLANI SAVUNMALI

Escinselligin ilericilik gibi sunulmasinin da yanlis oldugunu one siiren Giil,
““Uyusturucu kullaniminin serbest oldugu iilkeler var. Yarin birileri elinde siringa
ile eroin alirsa, bunu da o kisinin 6zgiirligii olarak m1 yorumlayacagiz.
Marjinallik her devirde olmustur. Giiniimiiziin marjinal iilkesi Hollanda. Ama bu
iilke diger iilkelerde elestiriliyor’” diye konustu. Giil, Tiirkiye’nin, Avrupa ile ayni
tarihi gelisme cizgisine ve ayni degerlere sahip olmadigimi belirterek, ‘‘Farkli
deger yargilarinin geldigi noktayr ornek almak; hem yaniltici, hem de bunalim
kaynag1 olur’” dedi. Insan tabiatinda dogal ve dogal olmayan seyler bulunduguna
dikkati ¢ceken Giil, ‘‘Cevreyi kirletip dogal dengeyi bozma diinyanin gelecegini
karartiyor. Dogadaki bitki ve hayvan neslini korumak zorundayiz. AIDS ve Deli
Dana gibi hastaliklar, dogallifi bozmanin bedellerinden ikisi. Dogal olandan
uzaklagma normal kabul edilemez. insan cinsi hayat: da kendi tabii mecrasinda
yiiriimeli. Once diinyay1 yasanmaz hale getirip, sonra da tedbir aramak insan akh

ile bilim ve uygarlikla celisir’’ diye konustu. ibadetin de kabahatin de gizliligini
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savunan Giil, ‘‘Popiilize edilmesine, her yurttas tavir almali. Herkesin ¢ocugu
var’’ diyerek, soyle devam etti: ‘‘AIDS'liler, uyusturucu kullanicilari, bulasici
hastalik tasiyanlar karantinaya alinarak, hastaliklarini topluma yaymalariin
oniine geciliyor. O halde, topluma bu anlamiyla mesaj verenler de kendilerini
gizlemeli ve karantinaya almalilar. Yapiyorsa kendi tercihi, Allah'la kul arasinda.
Baskasina zarar vermedigi siirece, olabilir. Ama, belli diizeye gelenlerin dikkatli
olma, koétii 6rnek olmama mecburiyetleri var. Biitiin bu goriigleri bir biitiinsellik
icinde verme sorumlulugu da medyaya ait. Bu sadece Mehmet Giil'iin degil,
hepimizin meselesi. Bunlar bizim ¢ocuklarimiz, kardeslerimiz. Bunlari yok mu
edecegiz, hayir. Ama tam Kkisilikleri olusurken c¢ocuklara matahmis gibi

sunulmasina seyirci kalinamaz.’’

YURUMEYE BILE BASLADILAR

Bir siire once Hiirriyet'te escinselligin tedavi edilebilecegine iliskin bir haber
okudugunu anlatan Giil, ‘“Yaradilistan degil de, bu bir yozlasma ise toplum kendi
tedbirini almali. Normal olmadiginin bilinciyle buna bagisiklik kazanmali. Sokaga
cikip, yiirllylis yapma noktasina gidenler var. Neyin hakkini istiyorsun, derdin

ne’’ diye konustu.

BEYAZ TURKLERDEN SONRA BEYAZ KURTLER
05/11/2000
Hiirriyet
Soylesi
AYSE ARMAN
MURATHAN MUNGAN

Murathan Mungan, yeni bir kavrami tartismaya agiyor
EYES WIDE SHUT

Dogal olarak bu fotografin daha segilirken elenmesi gerekiyordu. ‘‘Gozii kapali

fotograflar’”> gozii kapali ¢ope atilir! Ama ben bayildim. Iki kisinin, gozleri
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kapaliyken, ayn1 anda giilmeyi basarabilmesi bir senkronizasyon mucizesi. Bizim
sizi gorebilmemiz imkansiz, bari siz bizi goriin istedim...

Bir kag kez tamstirildik, hep de samimiyetsiz bir sekilde ‘‘Nasilsin?”’yaptik. Ne
birbirimizi fazla tanidigimiz ne sevdigimiz sdylenebilir.

Aslinda bu roportaji gerceklestirene kadar da, zorlu anlar gecirmedim degil.
Bulusmaya giderken, elimde simit ve aklimda Paramin Cinlerinde anlatilan
adamdan bagka bir sey yoktu. Mungan'n o eski kitabin1 okurken fark ettim ki,
adam akiyor. Yani akarak yaziyor. Roportaj yaparken gordiim ki, konusurken de
farkli degil. Biitiin korkularimi bosa ¢ikardi. Cok sempatikti, ¢ok iyi davrandi. O
zaman karar verdim ki, Mungan iyi giiniindeyse yanmindaki insani ihya eder,

ucurur, ama kotii giiniindeyse. Allah korusun!

Bir gazeteye verdiginiz roportajda bashga "escinsellik" cikarilmisti. Ama yazarlik
konusulurken! Haliyle bu ne lahana tursusu oldunuz. Siz hala neden roportaj
veriyorsunuz?

- Bagislamayr biliyorum! Bu konuda bir kan davasi giidersem, kimseyle
konusamayacagimi da biliyordum. Mesela bu rdportaji yapma serefine
erisemeyecektik! Esprisi tabii, ciddi sekilde 6ziir dilendi benden.

““Ne var kardesim gay'im!”’ neden denilemiyor bu iilkede?

- Denilebilir ama konu o degildi. Bir ¢ok insan kendini saklar; ben 6yle degilim;
dahast okurum beni herseyimle kabul etti. Gay oldugumu gizlemedim, hile
yapmadim, yalan sdylemedim. Fakat bir ifsaat gibi kullanmislardi. Sadece buna
vurgu yapmak, bashga tasimak fena. Ben kitlenmeye karsiyim. Ayni sey
yazdiklarim i¢in de gecerli. Birakin gay kimligimi, ne Oykiicii ne de sair
kimligime kitlenmek istiyorum ben. Bir edebiyat figiirii olarak ortaya ¢ikmay1
tercih ediyorum.

Bu tiir seyler sadece bizim iilkemizde mi olur?

- Alman medyasiyla da benzer bir sey yasadim: ‘‘Bakin, ben Kiirt degilim.
Benim babaannem Kiirt”> diyorum, ertesi giin gazetelerde ‘‘Kiirt yazar™
kimligiyle yer aliyorum. Sizi bir kutuya hapsedip, o kutu iizerinden borsa islemi

gormenizi istiyorlar.
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““Kadm yazar’’ diye bir sey nasil yoksa ‘‘escinsel yazar’’ diye de ayri bir
kategori olamaz. Degil mi?

- Aynen. Biitiin kimlikleri bir tek kimlige hapsederseniz, hayatin geri kalanimi
goremezsiniz. O zaman ne olur? Biitiin diinyay1 ‘‘kadin sorunu’’, ‘‘gay sorunu’’
olarak algilarsiniz. Ya da Kiirt, Ermeni, Yahudi, her ne iseniz. Baski goren, eziyet
ceken biitiin kimlikler, evet her tiirlii savunma hakkina sahiptir, ama esas olan
“kimlik asir1’’ bir diinya i¢in miicadele etmektir. En azindan ben Oyle
diisiiniiyorum. Tamam, ‘‘kadin duyarliligi’’denilen sey onemli, ¢iinkii insanlarin,
erkek ve kadm diye yetistirildigi heteroseksist bir kiiltiirde, elbette kadinlar
erkeklerden farkli duyarliliklara sahipler, ama bu mutlak bir sey degil. Ustelik
asilmasi gereken bir sey. Benim talip oldugum daha biitiinciil bir edebiyat.
Mardin'de biiylimiis olmanin etkisini yazdiklarimda bire bir gdrmezsiniz, ama
mutlaka vardir. Aym1 durum, gay'lik i¢in de gecerli.

“‘Camim yazarlarsa yazsinlar’” diyemez yani insan?

- Hayir ¢iinkii bu sizin yazdiklarimzi daraltan bir sey. Sizi bir hiicreye tikayan bir
sey. “‘Cinsel siyaset ve edebiyat’’ incelemesi yapiyorum. Taa eski yazarlardan
baslayarak, bugiine kadar geliyorum. Itirazim yok, tiim bunlar tartisiimasi gereken
seyler, tartigilabilir de, ama ortada escinsel kimliginden bu kadar sakinan insan
varken, beni buradan yakalayip mansete ¢ikarmak pek ahlaksizca!

Neden bir dolu insanin gay oldugunu biliyoruz da, onlar hep oyle degillermis
gibi davraniyor?

- Bu sorunun muhatab1 ben degilim! Yattiklar1 adamlardan utansinlar diyorum.
Ayrica yeri gelmisken, ben yeni bir kavram 6neriyorum: ‘‘i¢kin Escinsellik.’

O nedir?

- Cinsel kimligi olusmamis, ne dyle ne boyle, arada kalmis, su bardagi tam dolsa
tagayacak insanlar...

Latan homoseksiieller!

- Hayir, cinsel kimligi olusmamis kisilerden s6z ediyoruz. Gizli escinseller en
azindan kendilerinin gay olduklarini bilirler. Ama ‘ickin escinseller’” dyle degil.
Ve heteroseksiiel kiiltiir, onlar ister istemez heteroseksiiel yapiyor. Dolmamislar.
Malzemeleri yetmemis. Yetseymis,homoseksiiel olurlarmis. Insanin cinsel

kimligini olusturan seylerin bir kismi tesadiifidir. Ve heteroseksiiel kiiltiiriin
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tesadiifleri, digerinden fazla. Sunu demeye calistyorum: Aile, okul, ilk seyredilen
filmler, okunan romanlar, tiim bunlarin yonlendirmesiyle kimlikler olusuyor.
Boyle bakacak olursak, bu iilke ‘ickin escinsel” dolu. Yani repertuar zengin!

Nasil Beyaz Tiirkler varsa, Beyaz Kiirtler de var. Beyaz Kiirtler hem siyasi
iligkilerden, medyadan, paradan kaymak yiyorlar, hem de Kiirt halkinin
sikintilarindan rant istiyorlar. Iktidar odaklariyla iliskilerini bozmayacaksin, sonra

da mazlum halk adamini oynayacaksin!

TARKAN VE AHLAK
13/06/2001
Hiirriyet
Kose Yazisi
HADI ULUENGIN

TARKAN escinselmis veya degilmis, ahlak bab'inda beni hi¢ ilgilendirmiyor.
Yok eger sizi ilgilendiriyorsa, vah vah vahim hastaliginiza pek tiziildiim... Hem
Allah acil sifa versin, hem de aman kendinizi derhal hekime gosterin. Ciinkii
cinsellik anlayisim sudur ki, ailevi ‘ensest’ ve cebri siddet harig, resit bireyler
arasinda goniil rizasiyla gerceklesen her tiirlii iliski yalniz onlar1 baglar. Bunun
tabusu, mabusu yoktur. Digerlerine de bok yemek diiser!

Fakat, zaman ve mekan goreceligine ragmen ‘toplumsal ahlak’ bir vakiadir.
Dolaysiyla, ‘aykirt cinsellik’ (!) yasayanlarin, fazla taviz vermeyen ama
‘Otekini’nin de ¢ok damarina basmayan bir orta yol tutturmasinda fayda vardir.
Hepsi bu ve Tarkan'in cinsel tercihi bana viz gelip, tiris gegiyor.

& ok ok

ANCAK, sosyal statiileri ne olursa, ‘kamusal’ kimlik kazanmis insanlarin ‘6zel
yonleri’, mahrem cinsellikleri de dahil, ‘6teki’lerini ilgilendirir. Beni de, sizi de,
onu da ilgilendirir... Bu, biitiin diinyada boyledir.

Fakat ilginin ‘ahlak¢iliktan’ soyutlanmasi ve o sahsiyetin konumuna gore kah
sosyolojik, kah politik, kah da ‘sosyetik’ (!) ¢ercevede kalmasi gerekir. ‘Tarkan

olayr’ni (!) da iste bu son ¢erceveyle sinirlamak gerekiyordu.
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Oysa olmadi1! Olmadi, ¢iinkii 6nce MHP milletvekili Mehmet Giil'iin sarkicinin
‘gay’ligini vurgulayan ‘ahlakiyatc1’ suglamasi; sonra ‘Sikidim’ santoriiniin bunun
kesinkes yalanlamast; nihayetinde de medyaya yansiyan fotograflar...

En 6nce sunu belirteyim, tamam tabii ki siitten ¢ikmis ak kasik degil ama bu defa
kimse Tiirk basini hafiflikle suclaya kalkismasin. Ciinkii, nasil biitiin diinyada
‘kamusal sahsiyet’lerin ‘6zel yonleri’ ‘Gteki’lerini ilgilendiriyorsa, ¢ok istisnai
durumlar hari¢, yine biitiin diinyada o fotograflar yayinlanirdi.

‘Kamulagsmis’ bir 6zel'i 1skalayan gazetecilik, gazetecilik olamaz !

& ok ok

SONRA, Giil'tin su¢lamasma giiliip gecemiyorum, ¢iinkii onun yaklasimi bir
yandan iilkemizdeki ‘hakim ahlak’ (!) zihniyetini yansitiyor; diger yandan da,
zavalli cehaletiyle escinselligi simifli toplumla ‘aciklamaya’ kalkisan Dogu
Peringek adindaki gariban Maocunun ‘komdinist ahlak’ ceberrutluguyla ¢akisiyor.

O ‘hakim ahlak’ (!) ki, Divan sairlerinin ‘per¢emli oglan’larindan hamam
kurnalarinin zenne alemlerine uzanan bir mirasla yogrulmustur... O ‘komiinist
ahlak’ ki, ‘kizil Doktor’un mahpus sefalariyla taglandirilmastir... Gegelim.

Iki, ancak bana sorarsaniz, Tarkan'in milletvekiline hitaben ‘vallah-iil azim gay
degilim’ diye ‘yiiksekten ugmasi’nin da iler tutar tarafi yoktu. Agik soyleyeyim,
cinsel tercihi malum bir Zeki Miiren'in ha bre ‘su kadar kadim bastan ¢ikartim’
diye kor kor parmagim goziine mavra atmasina benzettim.

Tamam anladik, sarkici belki imaj kaygisiyla ‘ben oyum, ben buyum’ diyemez
ama, hi¢ inandirict olmayan bir sekilde ‘ben o degilim’ derse,iste maalesef sapa
oturur. Duymazdan gelerek her halde durumu idare edebilirdi...

Tarkan neyse odur, yalmz kendisini baglar ve digerlerine bok yemek diiser.

Bu arada, ‘gay’lerde beni rahatsiz eden bir korungan reflekse deginecegim.

Ahmet Tulgar'in gecende Ayse Arman'a sOyledigi gibi, escinselligi az ¢ok
malum pek ¢ok ‘kamusal sahis’ teyp acikken baska, kapaliyken baska konusuyor.
Tamam, MHP iiyesinin ‘hakim ahlak’, Maocu cahilin de ‘komiinist ahlak’
zaptiyeliginden kurtulamamis bir iilkenin insanlariyiz ama, her seye ragmen bu
iilkenin modernlesme siireci bazi seyleri degistirdi. Hizla da degistiriyor...

Bana gore, ‘ahlak zaptiyeleri’nin damarina basmak icin degil kendi mesru

tercihlerini savunmak i¢in, es¢insellerin daha cesur davranmasi gerekiyor.
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Saralom suralomlar1 bile olsa, aym tercih insanlarinin ekrana ¢iktigi ve ‘gay
barlarin’ sehir rehberlerine gectigi yeni Tiirkiye'de bu ortam artik var.
Dolayisiyla, ‘burasi cehennem’ diye yakinan Tarkan veya bir baskasi, orayi

hafiften hafife cennete yonlendirebilmek, sanirim biraz da sizin elinizde!
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APPENDIX B

THE NEWS ITEMS OF MILLIYET ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

ESCINSEL TURISTE iZiN YOK!
07/09/2000

Milliyet

Haber

Kusadasi'na bir giinliik tur i¢in gelen cogu Amerikali 850 gay,polisce Efes'e
sokulmadi ve sinirdisi edildi. Turistler isyan ederken, rehberler ve esnaf polisle
tartisti. Kusadast Belediye Baskami Fuat Akdogan, turistlerden oziir diledi.
Turistlerin Igisleri Bakanligi'nin escinsellerin toplu halde gezmelerini engelleyen

genelgesi nedeniyle

Efes'e sokulmadigi one siiriildii.

Israil'den yola c¢ikan Amerika, Hollanda, Fransa ve Ingiltere'den eight
hundred gay turisti tagtyan Tura Gemi Turizm Acentasi'na ait Olympie Vuyager
adli gemi, diin saat 14.30'da Kusadas1 Limani'na demir atti. Aralarinda bir cift
lezbiyen ve dort transseksiielin de bulundugu siradisi cinsel tercihli turistler,
gemiden inip giimriikte hatira fotografi ¢ektirdi.

Turistler daha sonra kendilerini Efes antik kentine gotiirecek 25 otobiise bindi,

Selcuk'a dogru yola cikt1.

Yolda siirpriz
Turist otobiislerinden 17'si Selcuk'a giris yapti. Grubun arkasinda kalan sekiz
otobiis ise, Kusadasi - Selcuk simirindaki Kustur tesisleri Oniinde polisce

durduruldu. Neye ugradiklarini sasiran gay turistlerin limana geri donmesi istendi.
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Talimatin Icisleri Bakanlhigi'ndan geldigi belirtilerek, turist otobiisleri limana geri
dondiiriildii. Gayler'in gemilerine bindirilip geri gonderilecegi belirtildi.

Efes antik kenti ve Meryemana Evi'ni gezen diger grup da doniiste polis
engeliyle karsilasti. Kustur'un Oniinde kontrol noktasi olusturan polis, gayleri
tagiyan otobiis soforlerinin ruhsat ve ehliyetlerini aldi. Otobiisler, trafik
polislerinin eskortlugunda Kusadasi Limani'na getirildi.

Glimriikk Midiirliigii'nde toplanan turistler, carsiya gidip aligveris yapmak
istediklerini bildirdi, ancak limanin etrafin1 saran polisler izin vermedi. Sabahin
erken saatlerinden itibaren kalabalik gay grubunu bekleyen esnaf da uygulamay1

protesto etti.

'Rezil olduk'

Tura Gemi Turizm Acentas1 Kusadasi yetkilisi Figen Ayan, Emniyet Miidiirliigii
ile Kaymakamlik arasinda mekik dokudugunu, Kaymakam Hayrettin Altunok ve
[lge Emniyet Miidiirii Gokhan Erdonmez'den net cevap alamadigimi bildirdi.
Ayan, "Bu bir rezalet, boyle bir olay olamaz. Bundan sonra Amerikali turist
gelmez. Gayler, travestiler toplum ahlakina aykiriysa o zaman Biilent Ersoy'u da
sahneden indirsinler" dedi.

Gazetecilerin giimriik sahasina girmesine de izin verilmedi.

Rehber protesto etti

Turistlerle birlikte Efes'ten donen rehberler ve limanda toplanan esnaf,
uygulamay1 protesto etti. Tiirk milleti ve devleti adina turistlerden 6ziir dilemek
zorunda kaldiklarim1 One siiren rehberler, emri verenleri istifaya c¢agirdi.
Rehberler, "Kusadasi'ni bitirip bizim ekmegimizle oynamaya kimsenin hakki yok"
diye bagirdi.

Amerika'nin en biiyiik iki turizm acentasindan Atlantis'in sahibi ve gaylerin
Tiirkiye turunu organize eden Johathan Evrin ise olay1r rezalet olarak
nitelendirerek, soyle konustu:

"Bu olay1 protesto ediyorum. Biz higbir iilkede boyle bir olay yasamadik.
Gecen hafta baska bir grupla Kusadasi'na gelmistim. Gecen yilki grubun da
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icindeydim, boyle bir olay yasamadik. Burada agiklama yapacak bir yetkili, bir
muhatap da bulamiyoruz."

Bu arada turistler arasinda bulunan Atlantali Drew Cockrell ve Karl
Gustafson'un, Olimpic Voyager gemisinde kaptan tarafindan nikahlarinin

kayildig1 kaydedildi.

Akdogan 6ziir diledi

Yaklagik eight hundred gay turist, aksam saatlerinde ilceden ayrildi.
Turistlerin tamami gemiye binerken, Kusadas1 Belediye Baskan1 Fuat Akdogan
limana giderek, turistlerden oziir diledi. Akdogan, Tiirkiye turunu organize eden
Johathan Evrin'le goriiserek, "Uygulama kesinlikle yerel yonetimlerden
kaynaklanmiyor. Oziir dileyerek affedilecek bir durum degil. Ama Kusadas1 halki
adina sizlerden 6ziir diliyoruz. Cok tizgiiniiz" dedi.
Evrin de uygulamanin Tiirkiye'ye yakismadigini ifade etti.

Gayler'i tagiyan gemi programini bozmadi ve Istanbul'a dogru yola cikti.

KTO Bagkan1 sokta

Bu arada Kaymakam Hayrettin Altunok'la goriisen Kusadasi Ticaret Odasi
(KTO) Baskan1 Ali Ergiil, gay turistlerin polisce engellendigini 6grendiginde sok
yasadigimi belirterek, "Turistleri cinsiyetine gore mi ayiracagiz? Turizm Bakani

bunun cevabini verecek" dedi.

KAHRAMANLAR
09/09/2000
Milliyet

Kose Yazisi
OSMAN ULAGAY

Bilisim Vakfi'min arastirmasma gore iilkemizde su anda 5 bin bilgisayar
mithendisi bulunmaktaymis. Oysa Tiirkiye'nin bilisim toplumu olabilmesi i¢in 70
bin bilgisayar miihendisine ihtiyac1 varmis. Ulkemizde her yil bin dolayinda yeni

bilgisayar miihendisi yetisiyor ancak bunlarin bir bolimii (herhalde en yetenekli
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olanlar1) yurtdisinda is bulup gidiyormus. Ulkemizdeki 5 bin bilgisayar
mithendisinin bir boliimil yonetici, bir béliimii pazarlamaci, kiiciik bir boliimii de
bilgisayar miithendisi olarak ¢alistyormus. (Aydin Candabak, "Bilisim Toplumu",
Hiirriyet, 28 Agustos 2000).

Bilisim 2000 etkinliklerinin siirdiigii bir haftada bu tabloyla ne kadar
Oviinebiliriz (ya da bu tabloya bakarak ne kadar doviinebiliriz) dogrusu
bilmiyorum ama farkli alanlardaki "kahramanlarimiz"la diledigimiz kadar
Oviinebiliriz. Onlar vatani ve milleti her tiirlii kokii disarida cereyana ve tehlikeye
kars1 biiyiik bir azimle savunarak kendine 6zgii (yoksa hafif sizofrenik mi desem)
bir iilke olarak kalmamizi sagliyorlar.

Tanriya siikiirler olsun, bu "kahramanlar"i hemen her alanda gorebiliyoruz.
Omegin elin homoseksiiellerini, diinya c¢apinda bir cirkinlik abidesine
doniistiiriildigti  gerekcesiyle uluslararasi turizm sirketlerinin kataloglarindan
cikartilan Kusadasi'na sokmayan "kahramanlar'la ne kadar Oviinsek yeridir.
"Bizimkiler bize yeter, bir de elin bilmem nelerini mi bu iilkeye sokacagiz", diyen
politikacilarimiz1 da cani yiirekten alkiglamamiz gerekir.

Helsinki Yurttaglar Dernegi'nin kim bilir hangi sinsi amaclarla Canakkale'de
(hem de inadina Canakkale'de) diizenledigi uluslararasi egitim toplantisini son
anda yasaklayan "kahramanlar"i bagrimiza basmayacagiz da ne yapacagiz? Ya
yapilsaydi bu toplant1? "Canakkale gecilmis", vatanin stratejik mevzileri
yabancilarin eline ge¢mis olacakti.

Daha iist makamdakilerin cogu kez sahiplenmedigi bu tiir "kiiclik
kahramanliklar" 1 acaba gercekten alt diizeydeki inancli "kahramanlar" mi
yapiyor, yoksa bunlar1 yonlendiren daha biiyiikk "kahramanlar" mi var, merak
ediyorum. Her neyse onemli olan vatanin, milletin bdyle "zararli cereyanlar"dan
korunmasi, kim yapiyorsa elleri dert gérmesin.

Laf "biiyiikk kahramanliklar"dan agilinca diinya 6zellestirme (daha dogrusu
ozellestirilmeme) literatiiriine esi bulunmaz bir 6rnek olarak ge¢mis bulunan Tiirk
Telekom'un satisina deginmeden edemeyecegim. Bu olayda o kadar cok
"kahraman" devreye girdi, o kadar olay yasandi ki; her birine madalya vermeye
kalksak altin stoklarimiz erir. Bu "kahramanlar" sayesinde, uygar diinyada

telekom sistemini 6zellestirmeyip gozii gibi
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koruyan iilke olarak ayr1 bir madalya alacagiz herhalde. Bu "kahramanlar"
sayesinde yillar icinde milyarlarca dolarlik kayba ugramisiz, telefon hizmeti
ucuzlayamadigl icin internetin yayginlagmasi Onlenmis, hi¢ umurumda degil

vallahi.

YUKARIDAKILER ASAGIDAKILER...
09/09/2000

Milliyet

Kose Yazisi

SAMI KOHEN

Bagbakan Yardimcis1 Mesut Yilmaz gecen sali aksamui bir grup isadamu, sivil
toplum yoneticileri ve yazarlarla yaptig1 toplantida, Tiirkiye'nin AB ile
biitiinlesmesinin "asagidan yukar1" baskilar ile hizlanabilecegini sOylemis ve
toplumun bu kesiminden destek istemisti.

Kuskusuz Tiirkiye'de caga ayak uydurma, AB ile uyum saglama konusunda
istekli ve kararli kesimler vardir ve bunlar hiikiimete ve devlet yoneticilerine bu
yonde destek olmaya hazirdir. Yeter ki hiikiimetin ve devlet yoneticilerinin tiim
kesimleri de aym iradeye sahip olsunlar.. Ve de bunu samimi olarak
arzuladiklarinin acgik isaretini versinler.

Ne ilginctir ki, Mesut Yilmaz bu mesaji verirken, Tiirkiye'nin iki ayr
yerinden, toplantida konusulanlarin ruhuna ters diisen olaylarin cereyan ettigi
haberi geliyordu.

Bunlardan biri, Canakkale'de bir sivil toplum orgiitiiniin diizenledigi bir
etkinligin yasaklanmasi, digeri de Kusadasi'na inen escinsel turistlerin apar topar
gemilerine donmeye zorlanmalari olayi idi...

k ok sk

INSAN haklart konusundaki faaliyeti ile tammin "Helsinki Yurttaslar
Dernegi"nin hafta baginda Canakkale'deki "yaz okulu"na katilmak iizere Tiirklerle
yabanci temsilciler bir araya geldiler. Bu arada Ermenistan'dan da davetli olarak

gelen bir grup vardi.
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Bu etkinligin engellenmesine gerekce olarak, Ermenilerin ¢agrilmis olmasi
gosteriliyor. Tipki 2 ay once Kars'taki o nahos olay gibi. One siiriilen sav da ayni:
Azerbaycan'1 giicendirmemek lazim...

Dis politika agisindan bu tavrin ne kadar dogru oldugu tartisilabilir. Ama asil
mesele, bir sivil toplum kurulusunun diinyanin gozii Oniinde diizenledigi bir
toplantinin  dagitilmasimin - yanhishigidir. Bu tiir uygulamalar ancak otoriter
rejimlerle yonetilen iilkelerde goriilir. Demokratiklesmeye hiz vermek ve bu
arada Avrupa ile biitiinlesmek cabasii¢inde bulunan iilkelerde degil...

k ok sk

IKINCI olaymn "magazin" boyutlarinin yam sira, ciddi siyasal bir yonii var:
Kusadasi'da escinsel turistlerin kente indikten sonra "istenmeyen yabancilar” ilan
edilip polis marifeti ile tekrar gemilerine bindirilmeleri, ulusal ve uluslararasi
olumsuz tepkilere yol acan bir
sorun oldu. Ankara karisti. ABD harekete gecti. Sonunda Kusadasi'nda "yerel
yoneticilerin gafi"nin diizeltilmesine karar verildi ve bu kez aym yabancilar
Istanbul'da onlerine kirmizi hali serilerek ve "Turkish delight" ikram edilerek
agirland1!

Bu ne perhiz, bu ne lahana tursusu! Bir yandan escinselin ecnebisi s6z
konusu olunca ahlaki degerleri 6n plana alan ve polis devleti gibi davranan bir
zihniyet... Ote yandan da, "asagidan" kaynaklanan bu carpikligin bozdugu imaj
diizeltmeye caligan Ankara'nin "tepeden" miidahalesi...

Kuskusuz bir iilkenin "¢agdaslasma" diizeyi, escinsellere (yerli veya yabanci)
kars1 tavn ile Ol¢iilmez. Kopenhag kriterleri i¢inde de (siikiirler olsun) boyle bir
"sart" yok!

Ama bu, bir bakima gene cag ile ilgili bir "davrams"in simgesidir.
Kusadasi'ndan kovulanlar ne demisler: "Misir bile bize bdyle bir muameleyi reva
gormedi"...

Escinsellerin de her tiirlii "insan hak ve ozgiirliikkleri"nden esit sekilde
yararlandig1 bir diinyada, bu gercegi gérmezlikten gelmek miimkiin degil. Tabii

kendi i¢inize kapanip diinyadan kopmak istemiyorsaniz...

%k ock ok
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SU son iki olay, Tiirkiye'nin zaman zaman icine diistiigii tutarsiz, hatta
celiskili durumlarin son 6rnekleri.
Heniiz birka¢ ay o©nce, Giineydogu'da HADEP belediye baskanlarinin
utuklanmasi olayi hatirlayalim. Ve pesinden serbest birakilmasini...
Ve de bunun diinya kamuoyundaki tepkilerini...
Tiirkiye ¢agdas diinyadaki yerini almak istiyorsa, bu zikzaklara ve tutarsizliklara
son vermek zorundadir. Bunun i¢in de "yukaridakiler" kadar "asagidakiler"in ayni

bilinci ve iradeyi sergilemesi gerekiyor...

PARISLILER 'HOMO'YU SECTI
19/03/2001

Milliyet

Haber

Fransa'da diin ikinci turu yapilan yerel secimlerde Paris Anasehir Belediye
Baskanligi'n1 Sosyalist Parti'nin adayi, "gay" politikaci Bertrand Delanoe kazandi.
Sosyalistler'le birlikte Yesiller ve Komiinistler'den olusan sol koalisyonun
secimlerdeki en biiyiik basarisina imza atan Delanoe, Jacques Chirac'in kurucusu
oldugu Cumhuriyet¢i Birlik Partisinin Paris Belediyesi'ndeki 22 yillik
egemenligine de son vermis oldu.

Delanoe'nin Yesiller ve Komiinistlerle birlestirdigi listeleri, baskentin 20
bolgesinden 86 belediye meclis iiyesi ¢ikardi. Anasehir Baskani'ni, bolgelerin
cikardigl meclis iiyeleri seciyor ve asgari cogunluk i¢in 82 iiye gerekiyor.

Bu arada sol koalisyon, tasradaki pek cok biiyiik kenti ise, muhalefet

partilerini olusturan merkez sag listelerine teslim etti.
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ESCINSELLIK NUFUSA GECMELI Mi?
06/01/2001

Milliyet

Haber

ISILAY SAYGIN

AHMET CAKAR

SEVGI ESEN

CEMIL IPEKCI

AYDIN HASAN

TBMM cisleri Komisyonu'nun, escinsellerin de niifus ciizdanlarinda
belirtilmesini ongodren Birlesmis Milletler sdzlesmesinin onayina iligkin yasa
tasarisini kabul etmesi, milletvekilleri arasinda tartismaya yol acti. TBMM I¢isleri
Komisyonu Bagkam1 Mehmet Pak’a gore, escinsellerin kayda gecirilmesi sadece
uluslararas: islemlerde kullanilacak. Niifus ciizdanlarina islenmesi s6z konusu
degil. Disisleri ise, yasanin Meclis’ten gecmesiyle, uluslararasi sozlesmeye
biitiiniiyle uyulmak zorunda.

Yeni hazirlanan niifus ciizdanlarinda ise sadece vatandaslik numaralar
bulunuyor. "Ugiincii cins"e iliskin bir bilgi yer almiyor. Bu degisiklik ne anlama
geliyor? Insan haklarmin ihlaline ya da bir ayrimciliga yol agabilir mi? iste

degerlendirmeler...

Sevgi Esen - DYP Kayseri Milletvekili
Uluslararasi agidan dogru

Uluslarast  konumda diisiindiigiimiiz zaman bdyle bir uygulamaya
gecilmesinin son derece dogru olacagini goriiyoruz. Uluslararas1 yap1 geregi
escinsellerin durumunun hiiviyetlerde belirtilmesi gerekli. Ancak, bizim orf ve
adetlerimiz, geleneklerimiz, dini inanglarimiz agisindan da bu konu diisiiniiliip ele
alinmali. Bu konu iizerinde toplumca diisiinmemiz, tartismamiz gerekir. Bu

durumu biitiin yonleriyle bir daha diisiinmek gerekir.
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Unlii Modac1 Cemil ipekgi
Kodlanmaya karsiyim

Diinyada o kadar ¢ok tuhaf sey yapiliyor ki, artik tepki vermiyorum. Benim
cocuklugumda Baytekin vardi; ¢izgi roman. Burada, uzay caginda herkes
numaraliydi. Diinyamizda artik insanlar yavas yavas bir makinehaline
doniistiiriiliiyor. Insanlar kodlamiyor, fisleniyor. Ben insanlara dogunca ad
verilmesine bile karsiyim. Kisi kendi adini, kendi bile secemiyor.

Kodlamaya ise tamamen karsiyim. Escinsellerin numaralanmasi da hi¢ hog
degil. Bir insan 10 sene escinsel olabilir. Sonra cinsel tercihini degistirebilir. Bu
durumda ne olacak? Siirekli kod mu degistirecek? Boyle bir uygulama beni

rahatsiz etmez. Ancak hi¢ de hos degil.

Isilay Saygin - ANAP izmir Milletvekili
Bu hak verilmeli

Bu karmasik bir konu. Olayin iki yonii var. Birinci yonii escinseller son
yillarda ¢ok sayida artti. Ankara’nin caddelerinde goriiyoruz.Bunlardan bazilar
son derece saldirgan. Toplumun huzurunu kagiran durumlar ortaya ¢ikiyor. Buna
bir ¢are bulunmali. Diger yandan, kendisi zaten ¢ikip, "ben escinselim" diyor.
Zaten durumu ortada. Bunun i¢in hiiviyetine de yazilabilir. Avrupa’da escinseller
birbirleriyle evleniyorlar. Bunlar da bizim insanlarimiz. Bunu toplum olarak

diisiinmemiz gerekir. Bence bu hak onlara verilmeli.

Ahmet Cakar - MHP Meclis idare Amiri
Kodlama sikint1 yaratir

Bu kodlama isi sikintili bir durum. Bu Amerikan toplumunda uygun olabilir.
Ancak, Tiirkiye’de escinseller acgisindan insan haklarina aykindir. Tiirk
toplumunun ruhen ve bedenen iyi insan modeli bellidir. Erkek erkek; kadin kadin
gibi olmalidir. Carpik cinsel tercihler yiirek yaralayici bir durumdur. Kimse boyle
olmak istemez. Ancak olanlara da anlayisla bakmaliyiz. Onlar da insandir
korunmalar1 ve bu durumun gizli kalmasi gerekir. Niifus kagitlarina islenmesi, bu
insanlar incitir; kendi kendini ihbar eden bir suclu durumuna diisiiriilebilir. Bu

insanlarin da mahremiyeti var ve 6zel hayatlarmin gizliligi korunmalidir. Bunu
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resmen ortaya koymanin kimseye faydasi olmaz. Bu insanlarin ¢ogu kendilerinin
escinsel olduklarinin bilinmesini istemezler. Tiirkiye’nin realitesi icinde magdur
duruma diisebilirler. Uygulama icin 6nce bu insanlarin goriiglerinin alinmasi

gerekir.

ESCINSELLER 3’UNCU OLMAYI iSTEMiYOR!
08/01/2001
Milliyet
Haber
ALI EROL

Niifus ciizdanlarinda escinsellerin "3. cins" olarak tanimlanmasina Ali Erol isyan
etti: "Bu ifade hem c¢ok yanlis, hem de politik"

Tiirkiye’nin ilk "Gay ve Lezbiyen Arastiramalar1 Dergisi Kaos GL’nin sahibi
Ali Erol, escinsellerin "3’iincii cins" olarak tanimlanmasina karsi ¢ikti.

Icisleri Komisyonu'nun escinsellerin cinsel tercihlerinin niifus ciizdanlarinda
belirtilmesini Ongodren Birlesmis Milletler sozlesmesini onayina iligkin yasa
tasarisini kabul etmesi tepkiyle karsilandi.

‘Ali Ali’yi seviyor!’

Erol, "Ben escinselim. Ayni zamanda erkegim. Siz karsi cinse ilgi
duyuyorsunuz. Kendi cinsime ilgi duyuyorum. Ben 3’iincii cins nitelemesi hem
dogru degil, hem de politik" diye konustu.

Okullardaki cinsellik dersinin bile psikolojik bir baski olusturduguna dikkat
ceken Ali Erol sdyle konustu:

"Kendini escinsel olarak hissetmek ile escinsel bir kimlik icinde miicadele
etmek farkli bir sey. Yani escinselim ama hoca karsima ge¢mis normal iligkiden
bahsediyor. Ben ne yapacagim? Susacagim. Susmak psikolojik iskence degil mi?
Ben sapik degilim, ahlaksiz degilim. Ancak hocanin sandigi gibi Ali sadece
Ayse’yi sevmiyor. Ali Ali’yi de seviyor."

‘MHP bizi sasirttr’

MHP milletvekillerinin konuyla ilgili uzlasmaci goriislerini gazetede

okuduklarinda ¢ok sasirdiklarim belirten Erol, "MHP’1li Meclis idare Amiri Ahmet
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Cakar’in escinsellerin magduriyetinden bahseden tek kisi olmasi ¢ok ilging.
Aslinda politik goriisii acisindan buna tamamen kars1 olacak MHP’lilerin tavirlan

cok ilging" dedi.

TRAVESTILERE AYRI MAHALLE OLUR MU?
08/09/2001
Milliyet
Haber
UNAL ERKAN
SEDAT OZKAN
HALUK OZTURKATALAY
SEVVAL KILIC

Istanbul Emniyet Miidiirii Hasan Ozdemir, travestiler icin ayr1 bir mahalle
kurulmasi 6nerisinde bulundu. Bu 6nerinin hayata ge¢mesi, travestiler ve toplum
icin rahatlatict olur mu? Yoksa travestiler toplumdan izole edilip, fuhusa daha m

¢ok siiriiklenir? Toplumsal getto yaratmayla m1 sonuglanir? Iste goriisler...

Haluk Oztiirkatalay (Beyoglu Giizellestirme Dernegi Baskan Vekili)
Ayr1 mahalle kurulmali

Bu insanlar, Beyoglu Belediye Baskanligim déneminde, yani 1984 -1989°da
Cihangir’i mesken tutmustu. 17 yildir bu bolgede nasil miicadele edildigini iyi
biliyorum. Halk ve belediye olarak, bunlarla amansiz bir miicadeleye girerek,
Beyoglu disina atmayr basardik. Beyoglu disina atmanin ¢dziim olmadigini
biliyoruz ama, toplumun huzurunu bozuyorlardi. Huzursuzluk, son dénemlerde
daha da artti. Bakan Hasan Gemici’ye yapilan saldir1 en iyi 6rnektir. Cok tehlikeli
hale geldiler. insan sagligimi da tehdit ediyorlar.

Travestiler icin Istanbul’dan uzak bir yer ayrilmasi ve orada toplu halde
barindirilmalarinda fayda var. Boylece kontrol altinda tutulmus olurlar. Saldirilar
ve istenmeyen tatsizliklar her giin, her gece yasamyor. Kimse onlardan durduk
yere sikdyet etmez. Ben de Beyoglu'nda yasiyorum. Vatandaslarimiz bunlarin

saldirisina ugruyor. Polis, kanun, yasa dinlemiyorlar. Uyusturucu ve icki aldilar
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m1, arabalara ve vatandaslara sise atiyorlar. Miisteri aliyorlar ve cirkin kavgalar
oluyor. Miisterileri pencereden disariya atiyorlar. Ama toplumdan da cok
dislanmamalilar. Beyoglu ve Cihangir emlakg¢ilarina haber verdik, artik bu

bolgelerde ev tutmalari miimkiin degil.

Prof. Dr. Sedat Ozkan (Psikiyatr)
Depolastirmak yanlis

Ayristirmay1 ¢cok sagliklt bulmuyorum. Toplumun genel degerlerine uymayan
insanlari, apayrt insanlarmig gibi kiimelestirmek, kendilerinin reddedildigi,
dislandig1 duygusuna yol acar. Toplum tarafindan hos goriilme ve iiretken olma
beklentilerini zedeleyici olabilir. Psikolojik rahatsizligi olan insanlarin, miimkiin
oldugunca toplum iginde ve aile yaminda {iiretken olmalarin1 daha saglikli
buluyoruz. Depo anlayisindaki kurum ve kuruluslarin dogru olmadigini
diisiinityorum. Burada iki yonlii bir anlasma olmasi gerekiyor. Birincisi; bu
insanlarin kendi psikolojisi, ikincisi toplumun anlayisi. Toplumun bu insanlar
dislamayacag1 bir anlayis1 gelistirmek lazim. Ozel yasamlari toplumun disinda
tutarak ve insanlar1 zorlamadan topluma katmak gerekir. Ayristirma ve depolama

mahalleleri olusturmak ise dogru degil.

Sevval Kili¢ (Transseksiiel - insan Kaynagim Gelistirme Vakfi
Danigmani)
Kisa vadede ¢6ziim olur

Otoban oliimleri sona erecekse, kisa vadede ayr1 bir mahalle kurulmasi iyi bir
sey. Travestiler buraya yerlestirildikten sonra, onlara is imkan1 da saglanmali. Bu
cok onemli. Uzun vadedeyse mahalle kurulmasi 6nerisi, kesinlikle fasist bir goriis.
Saglikli domatesleri ¢iiriik domateslerden ayirmak gibi bir sey bu. Bunu yaparken,
onlar1 toplumdan izole etmeye caligmamali. Ayr1 bir mahalle kurulursa, toplum
onlardan rahatsiz olmayacak. Tek baslarina birakilirlarsa tamamen fuhusa
yonelebilirler. Oncelikle bu insanlart topluma kazandirmaya calissinlar.
Istanbul’da ii¢ bine yakin travesti ve transseksiiel var. Is bulamayinca karinlarim

fuhus yaparak doyurmak zorunda kaliyorlar.
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Unal Erkan (DYP Milletvekili)
Onlar toplumun pargasi

Diinyada travestiler i¢in ayr1 mahalle kurulmasinin Ornekleri var mu,
bilmiyorum. Onlar da toplumun birer pargasidir. Bunlar1 toplumdan soyutlayici,
psikolojik yonden dengelerini bozucu uygulamalarim dogru olmayacagini
diisiiniiyorum.  Toplumun, bunlann kabul eder tarzda yaklagmalarim
gerceklestirmek ne kadar kolaydir bilmiyorum ama, uzaklastirmak da yanlistir.
Diinyada zaten fuhusu ortadan kaldiracak organizasyon da yok. Ancak
yayginlagsmasi dnlememigsse, bulasic1 hastaliklardan korunmanin arayislari olmali.
Onemli olan fuhusa tesvik organizasyonunu etkisiz kilabilmek; tuzak kurma ve
zorlama organizasyonlarini ortadan kaldirmaktir. Bu yiizden hepsini bir mahalleye

toplamak dogru degil.

TURKIYE'DE UCUNCU CiNSIN DURUMU - 4A: TRAVESTILERIN
GENELEVINE GiRDIK!

25/10/2001

Milliyet

Manset

Sokaklardan daha giivenli oldugu icin genelevde calismay1 tercih
ettiklerini belirten travestiler 5 milyon liradan baslayan vizite iicretini uyguluyor,
pazarlikla fiyati artirmaya ¢alisiyorlar. Biz sOylesimizi yaparken miisteriler de
gelip gidiyordu. Kimi zaman yarim kalan Oykiiler, az sonra yeni bir miisterinin
beklendigi dar zamanda tamamlantyordu.

Bir gecede, 102 kisi!

"Bir gecede ka¢ kisiyle beraber oluyorsunuz?", sorusuna verilen yanit ise
inanilmasi gii¢ bir rakami ortaya koyuyordu: "En az 30-40. En fazla ise 102’ye
cikan arkadasimiz var." Genelevde calisan travestilerden yalmizca ikisi ameliyatl.

Ciinkil cogunun ameliyat olacak paras1 yok.
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‘Karim meger escinselmis’

Semih, esi kendisinden uzak durdugu i¢in psikologa bile gitmis, kendi kendini
yemis. Simdi esinin gercek egilimini biliyor; "Esime de bana da yazik" diyor

"16 yildir evliyim. Evliligimizin ilk yillarindan beri, karimla cinsel iligkimiz
cok azdi. Bir kizzmiz oldu. Karim bana yeterince ilgi, sevgi gostermiyor ve cinsel
iliski s6z konusu oldugunda sudan bahanelerle kaciyordu. Psikologa gitmeye
basladim, sagligim bozuldu. Ona siirekli ‘Ne olur nasil bir erkek olmam istedigi
sOyle’ diyordum. Sonunda lezbiyen oldugunu &grendim. Kendimi suglamayi
biraktim. Artik daha rahatim. Benim yerimde bir baskas1 olsaydi, olay1 sapiklik
olarak niteler, karisim1 ve sevgililerini 6ldiiriirdii. Oysa bu escinsellerin su¢u degil
ki. Ona da, bana da, kizzimiza da yazik. Neden boyle bir dayatmayi yasadi. Neden!
Evli ve escinsel olanlarm bu kimligi kabullenmeden mutlu olamayacaklarina

inantyorum."

‘Lezbiyen kadin erkekleri ¢ekiyor’

Lezask, 20 yasinda, bir lezbiyen. Adana’da yasayan Lezask, kendini
anlatiyor...

"Cocuk yasta 35 yas iizeri li¢c erkek tarafindan farkh sekillerde cinsel tacize
ugradim. Bunlardan sonra erkek gibi davranmaya, konusmaya basladim. Ben
neydim? Yavas yavas en yakin dostuma duydugum ilginin, kadin 6gretmenlerimin
derslerinde heyecamimin, kadin dokunusuyla iirperen bedenimin adimi koydum:
Ben lezbiyendim. Psikolojik tedaviye basladim. Bir erkekle beraber olmadan bu
karara nasil vardigimi sorguluyordum. Bu nedenle, internette tamistigim 33
yasinda evli ve bir ¢ocuklu bir adama, isterse cinsel iliskiye girebilecegimizi
sOyledim. Tiirk erkeginin lezbiyen kadinlara ilgisini kesfetmistim. Onunla birlikte
oldum. Ama asla bir erkege duygusal olarak bir sey hissetmiyorum. Bir kadina
asik olup iliskiyi onda yasayabilecekken, asksiz bir seks benim ig¢in ancak,
bedenlerin giiresmesini ifade eder. Bu nedenle bir daha bir erkekle beraber

olmadim. Olacagimi da sanmiyorum."
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AIDS’liler yararina escinsel partileri...

Escinsel haklanyla ilgilenen sivil toplum kuruluslari, diinyanin her yerinde
calismalarim siirdiirebilmek icin partiler diizenliyor. Bu partilerden elde edilen
gelir, AIDS’li ya da zor durumdaki bir kisiye yardimda kullaniliyor. Ancak bu
partilerin ad1 genellikle ‘seks’ ve ‘uyusturucu’ ile aniliyor. Ugur Alper konuyu
sOyle acikliyor: "Bu sadece bir efsane. Heteroseksiieller de istiyorlarsa partiye
almiyor. Partiler escinsellerin bir arada bulunmasi, dayanismasi i¢in yapiliyor.
Basma kapali olmasinin nedeni ise bir¢ok escinselin cinsel yonelimini ailesinden

ve ¢evresinden gizliyor olusu. Desifre olmak en biiyiik korkular1."

Dogru bilinen yanhslar
Diinyada ve Tiirkiye’de escinselligin yeterince taninmamasi nedeniyle pek ¢ok

mit ortaya cikiyor. Bunlardan en yaygin olanlan ve gerceklik paylar soyle:

TURKIYE'DE UCUNCU CINSIN DURUMU - 4B: TRAVESTILERIN
GENELEVINE GiRDIK!

25/10/2001

Milliyet

Manset

ELIF KORAP

Escinsellerin 6gretmenlik yapmasi sakincalidir!
Uzmanlar, kisinin cinsel yoneliminin yaptigt meslekle bir ilgisi olmadigim

belirtiyor.

Escinseller ¢cocuklara 6rnek olarak, onlar1 escinsellige yoneltir!
Goriistiiglimiiz  uzmanlar escinsellerin  cogunun anne ve babasinin
heteroseksiiel olduguna dikkat c¢ekerek, cinsel yonelimin 6rnek alinarak

degismeyecegini bildiriyor.
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Lezbiyen ve geyler cocuklar i¢in bir tehlikedir!
Yapilan arastirmalar, cinsel taciz yapanlarin biiyiilk oranda heteroseksiiel

oldugunu ortaya koyuyor.

Umit (Genelevin sahibi)

Ogretmenlikten fuhus sektoriine

Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Bolumii'nii bitirdim. Bir siire tarih 6gretmenligi
yaptim. Ama escinselligim anlasildigr icin bunu yaptirmadilar. Pastane actim.
Semtte tutunamadim, diglandim. Sonra travesti kiliginda caddelerde fuhusa
basladim. Bu binayr satin alarak travesti arkadaslarimla buray1 isletmeye
basladim. Sonra yeniden erkeklige dondiim. Ruhsatsiz ¢alisiyoruz. Halbuki ruhsat

verilse, devlet en azindan vergisini alir.

Sezen (35)

‘Kocama araba hediye ettim’

Buras1 daha giivenli, iistelik sokakta aileleri rahatsiz etmemis oluyoruz. Ben
otostop yaparak da calistm. Merter’de bir arabaya bindim. Bir bagka araba bizi
takip ediyormus. 7 kisi oldular. Beykoz’da bir ormanda beni c¢iril¢iplak soydular,
gasp edip kactilar. Belediye otobiisiiyle dondiim. Otobiis s6forii acidi, gomlegini
verdi. Burada bu tiir tehlikeler yok. 20 yasinda bir kocam var, kuafér. Onu ¢ok

seviyorum. Hediye olarak ona bir Dogan marka araba aldim.

Tugce (35)

‘Kardeslerim damga yemesin’

Uc kiz kardesim vardi. 21 yasinda artik escinselligim bilinmeye baslamist1.
Kiz kardeslerimin evlilik ¢ag gelmisti, onlar da damga yemesin diye evden
ayrildim. Simdi {i¢ii de evli ve babam hari¢ hepsiyle goriisiiyoruz. Is bulamayinca
fuhusa basladim. 1.5 y1l beraber oldugum bir adamdan birka¢ ay once ayrildim.
Evimi tasladi, camlarimi kirdi. Ustelik evli ve iki cocugu var. Gecen hafta

savciliga bagvurdum. Cok korkuyorum.
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Ebru (47)

‘Kocam bilmiyor’

Ben ameliyat oldum. Su an biriyle resmi nikahliyim, ama bu hayata alistigim
icin hala geceleri cikip travesti olarak fuhus yapiyorum. Kocam fuhus yaptigim

bilmiyor.

Aysel

‘Beni idam ederler!”’

Iranliyim. Ulkemde fahiseler idam ediliyor. Hayatim korku icinde gegiyor.
Yakalanip iilkeme iade edilmenin kibusunu yasiyorum. Avrupa’ya gitmek icgin

bagvurdum. Yanit bekliyorum.

TURKIYE'DE UCUNCU CiNSIN DURUMU - 4 C : TRAVESTILERIN
GENELEVINE GIiRDIK!
25/10/2001
Milliyet
Dizi

ELIF KORAP

Pek cok kisi fuhus yapan travestilerin sadece sokaklarda calistiklarin1 saniyor,
onlarin bir genelevleri oldugunu bile bilmiyor. Oysa, Istanbul’da farkli semtlerde
iki kacak travesti genelevi var. Ve bu genelevlerde toplam 40-50 travesti ¢alisiyor.

"Tiirkiye’de Uciincii Cinsin Durumu" baghkli yazi dizimiz nedeniyle bir
travestiyle roportaj yapiyorduk, bu sirada aksamlari sadece travestilerin
bulundugu bir genelevde c¢alistigint Ogrendik. Sorunlarini dinlemek ve
kendileriyle soylesi yapmak istedigimizi belirtince, genelevi isleten ‘Pinar Abla’

lakapli Umit’i aradh...

Yataklar perdeyle ayriliyor
Aksam saatlerinde bir taksiyle genelevin bulundugu bolgeye gittik.
Istanbul’un dar sokaklarindan birinde ii¢ katli dokiintii bir yapimin dar ve dik

merdivenlerinde miisteri bekleyen travestilerle karsilastik. Binanin giris kati1 ¢ay
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ocag1 gibiydi. Ust katlarda ise ii¢ ayr1 oda vardi. Kirmiz1 ampullerle aydilatilan,
agir bir kokunun hakim oldugu odalara ikiser yatak konulmustu. Yataklar
birbirinden perdelerle ayrilmisti. Odalardan birinde konustugumuz travestiler 6nce
basina duyduklar tepkiyi ve giivensizligi dile getirdiler, sonra da yavas yavas bize
katildilar.

Aralarinda tiniversite mezunu olup iyi derecede yabanci dil bilenler vardi.
Travesti olduklarindan, is bulamayip fuhus yapmak zorunda kaldiklarin1 anlattilar.

Birbirinden ilging dramlarini dile getirdiler.

"E-5’te olay ¢ikarmay1z"

Burada c¢alisanlar en biiyiik dertlerini soyle aktariyorlar: "Herkes travestileri
E-5’te kosusturup olay cikaran kisiler olarak algiliyor. Oysa ¢ogumuz bulundugu
konumu istemeyen, fuhustan kurtulmaya calisan kisileriz".

Sokaklardan daha giivenli oldugu i¢in genelevde calismayi tercih ettiklerini
belirten travestiler 5 milyon liradan baslayan vizite iicretini uyguluyor, pazarlikla
fiyati artirmaya calisiyorlar. Biz sOylesimizi yaparken miisteriler de gelip
gidiyordu. Kimi zaman yarim kalan Oykiiler, az sonra yeni bir miisterinin

beklendigi dar zamanda tamamlaniyordu.

Bir gecede, 102 kisi!
"Bir gecede ka¢ kisiyle beraber oluyorsunuz?", sorusuna verilen yanit ise
inanilmasi gii¢ bir rakami ortaya koyuyordu: "En az 30-40. En fazla ise 102’ye
cikan arkadasimiz var." Genelevde calisan travestilerden yalmizca ikisi ameliyatli.

Ciinkil cogunun ameliyat olacak paras1 yok.

‘Karim meger escinselmis’
Semih, esi kendisinden uzak durdugu i¢in psikologa bile gitmis, kendi kendini
yemis. Simdi esinin gercek egilimini biliyor; "Esime de bana da yazik" diyor.
"16 yildir evliyim. Evliligimizin ilk yillarindan beri, karimla cinsel iligkimiz
cok azdi. Bir kizzimiz oldu. Karim bana yeterince ilgi, sevgi gostermiyor ve cinsel
iliski s6z konusu oldugunda sudan bahanelerle kagiyordu. Psikologa gitmeye

basladim, sagligim bozuldu. Ona siirekli ‘Ne olur nasil bir erkek olmam istedigi
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sOyle’ diyordum. Sonunda lezbiyen oldugunu o6grendim. Kendimi suglamayi
biraktim. Artik daha rahatim. Benim yerimde bir baskas1 olsaydi, olay1 sapiklik
olarak niteler, karisim1 ve sevgililerini 6ldiiriirdii. Oysa bu escinsellerin sucu degil
ki. Ona da, bana da, kizzimiza da yazik. Neden boyle bir dayatmayi1 yasadi. Neden!
Evli ve escinsel olanlarm bu kimligi kabullenmeden mutlu olamayacaklarina

inantyorum."

‘Lezbiyen kadin erkekleri ¢ekiyor’

Lezask, 20 yasinda, bir lezbiyen. Adana’da yasayan Lezask, kendini
anlatiyor...

"Cocuk yasta 35 yas iizeri li¢ erkek tarafindan farklh sekillerde cinsel tacize
ugradim. Bunlardan sonra erkek gibi davranmaya, konusmaya basladim. Ben
neydim? Yavas yavas en yakin dostuma duydugum ilginin, kadin 6gretmenlerimin
derslerinde heyecamimin, kadin dokunusuyla iirperen bedenimin adimi koydum:
Ben lezbiyendim. Psikolojik tedaviye basladim. Bir erkekle beraber olmadan bu
karara nasil vardigimi sorguluyordum. Bu nedenle, internette tamistigim 33
yasinda evli ve bir ¢ocuklu bir adama, isterse cinsel iliskiye girebilecegimizi
sOyledim. Tiirk erkeginin lezbiyen kadinlara ilgisini kesfetmistim. Onunla birlikte
oldum. Ama asla bir erkege duygusal olarak bir sey hissetmiyorum. Bir kadina
asik olup iliskiyi onda yasayabilecekken, asksiz bir seks benim igin ancak,
bedenlerin giiresmesini ifade eder. Bu nedenle bir daha bir erkekle beraber

olmadim. Olacagimi da sanmiyorum."

AIDS’liler yararina escinsel partileri...

Escinsel haklariyla ilgilenen sivil toplum kuruluslari, diinyanin her yerinde
calismalarini siirdiirebilmek icin partiler diizenliyor. Bu partilerden elde edilen
gelir, AIDS’li ya da zor durumdaki bir kisiye yardimda kullaniliyor.

Ancak bu partilerin ad1 genellikle ‘seks’ ve ‘uyusturucu’ ile aniliyor. Ugur
Alper konuyu soyle acikliyor: "Bu sadece bir efsane. Heteroseksiieller de
istiyorlarsa partiye alimiyor. Partiler escinsellerin bir arada bulunmasi,

dayanigsmasi icin yapiliyor. Basina kapali olmasinin nedeni ise bircok escinselin
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cinsel yoOnelimini ailesinden ve cevresinden gizliyor olusu. Desifre olmak en

biiytik korkular:."

Dogru bilinen yanlhislar
Diinyada ve Tiirkiye’de escinselligin yeterince taninmamasi nedeniyle pek ¢ok

mit ortaya ¢ikiyor. Bunlardan en yaygin olanlan ve gerceklik paylart soyle:

Escinsellerin 6gretmenlik yapmasi sakincalidir!

Uzmanlar, kisinin cinsel yoneliminin yaptig1 meslekle bir ilgisi olmadigim
belirtiyor.
Escinseller ¢cocuklara 6rnek olarak, onlar1 escinsellige yoneltir!

Goriistiiglimiiz  uzmanlar escinsellerin  cogunun anne ve babasinin
heteroseksiiel olduguna dikkat c¢ekerek, cinsel yonelimin ©rnek alinarak

degismeyecegini bildiriyor.

Lezbiyen ve geyler cocuklar i¢in bir tehlikedir!
Yapilan arastirmalar, cinsel taciz yapanlarin biiyiikk oranda heteroseksiiel

oldugunu ortaya koyuyor.

Umit (Genelevin sahibi)

Ogretmenlikten fuhus sektoriine

Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Boliimii’nii bitirdim. Bir siire tarih 6gretmenligi
yaptim. Ama escinselligim anlasildigi icin bunu yaptirmadilar. Pastane actim.
Semtte tutunamadim, diglandim. Sonra travesti kiliginda caddelerde fuhusa
basladim. Bu binay1r satin alarak travesti arkadaslarimla buray1 isletmeye
basladim. Sonra yeniden erkeklige dondiim. Ruhsatsiz ¢alisiyoruz. Halbuki ruhsat

verilse, devlet en azindan vergisini alir.

Sezen (35)
‘Kocama araba hediye ettim’
Buras1 daha giivenli, iistelik sokakta aileleri rahatsiz etmemis oluyoruz. Ben

otostop yaparak da calistm. Merter’de bir arabaya bindim. Bir bagka araba bizi
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takip ediyormus. 7 kisi oldular. Beykoz’da bir ormanda beni ¢irilciplak soydular,
gasp edip kactilar. Belediye otobiisiiyle dondiim. Otobiis soforii acidi, gomlegini
verdi. Burada bu tiir tehlikeler yok. 20 yasinda bir kocam var, kuafér. Onu ¢ok

seviyorum. Hediye olarak ona bir Dogan marka araba aldim.

Tugce (35)

‘Kardeslerim damga yemesin’

Uc kiz kardesim vardi. 21 yasinda artik escinselligim bilinmeye baslamist1.
Kiz kardeslerimin evlilik ¢ag gelmisti, onlar da damga yemesin diye evden
ayrildim. Simdi {i¢ii de evli ve babam hari¢ hepsiyle goriisiiyoruz. Is bulamayinca
fuhusa basladim. 1.5 yi1l beraber oldugum bir adamdan birka¢ ay 6nce ayrildim.
Evimi tasladi, camlarimi kirdi. Ustelik evli ve iki cocugu var. Gegen hafta

savciliga bagvurdum. Cok korkuyorum.

Ebru (47)

‘Kocam bilmiyor’

Ben ameliyat oldum. Su an biriyle resmi nikahliyim, ama bu hayata alistigim
icin hala geceleri cikip travesti olarak fuhus yapiyorum. Kocam fuhus yaptigim
bilmiyor.

Aysel

‘Beni idam ederler!’

Iranliyim. Ulkemde fahiseler idam ediliyor. Hayatim korku icinde gegiyor.
Yakalanip iilkeme iade edilmenin kabusunu yasiyorum. Avrupa’ya gitmek igin
basvurdum. Yanit bekliyorum.

YARIN
+ Islam’da escinsellik
. Unlu escinseller: Virginia Woolf, Michelangelo, Oscar Wilde, Michel
Foucault, Tenessee Williams, William Shakespeare...

* Serkan Zihli’nin 3 yillik arastirmasindan ilgin¢ veriler: Son bir yilda 104
escinsel Tiirk, Hollanda’ya iltica etti.
* Leyla (25 yasinda, travesti): "Polis, yanimdaki adama, ‘Sakalindan utan haci

amca, bunlarla m1 beraber oluyorsun?’ dedi. O polis, benim babamdi."
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BEN TRAVESTIYiM HAYVAN DEGIL
28/02/2002

Milliyet

Haber

Bicakladigi adam oliince cezaevine diisen travesti Oykii, "Beni bir hiicreye
kapattilar. 24 saat yalnizim, kendimi hayvan gibi hissediyorum" diye isyan ediyor.

Oykii takma adli travesti Oktay Cetinoglu cinayet sucundan 20 aydir
cezaevinde. Manisa Ozel Tip Kapali Cezaevi'nde kalan Oykii'niin en biiyiik derdi
yalmizlik. Ciinkii; kendisine kalacak uygun kogus bulunamadig: i¢in bir anlamda
hiicre cezas1 cekiyor. Oykii gonderdigi mektupta, tiim travestilerin c¢1g8ligim
yansitiyor: "Eger bakanlik benim 20 aydir tek kalmami onayliyorsa zaten
cirpinislarim bosuna. Terorist kabul edilen insanlar bile siirekli tek kalmamak i¢in

haykiriyor. Bu resmen tecrit."

‘Bakanlik yanit vermedi’

[Ik kaldi1 cezaevinde tacize ugradigim soyleyen Oykii, ii¢c kez intihari
denemis. TBMM Insan Haklar1 Komisyonu’na, Adalet Bakanlig1’na basvurularda
bulunarak durumu aktaran Oykii, hicbir yamit alamamis, su an bulundugu

cezaevinde tek basina bir odada cezasim ¢ekiyor. Oykii yasadiklarini anlatiyor:

‘Burada elim kolum bagly’

"flk sekiz ay tam anlamiyla bir cehennemdi, kendimi kafese kapatilmis bir
hayvan gibi hissediyordum. Burada ise tek kisilik bir kogusta kaliyorum. Hani su
televizyonda gosterilen F tipi sistemini andiriyor. Genelde vaktimi, hayatimi
anlatan bir roman yazarak geg¢iriyorum. 24 saat boyunca insanin yalniz kalmasi
korkung bir duygu, sadece gorevlilerle birka¢ kelime konusabiliyorum. Buradaki
etkinliklere ~katilamiyorum. Konuyu Insan Haklari Mahkemesi’'ne de
tagiyabilirdim, ama burada elim kolum bagli. Yine Onceki cezaevinin sartlarinda

bir yere gitsem sesimi kime duyuracagim? Bizi yok sayiyorlar."
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Bakanlik ne diyor?

Adalet Bakanligi, konuyla ilgili sorularimiza 22 giin sonra verdigi yanitta
sOyle diyor: "Travesti ve escinsel olan hiikiimlii ve tutuklular oda sistemine gore
insa edilmis cezaevlerimizde, erkek ve bayan hiikiimli ve tutuklulardan ayr
olarak barindirilmaktadir. Yerlestirildikleri mekanlar disinda kendilerine herhangi

bir sekilde 6zel bir uygulama yapilmamaktadir."

‘Dostumu korumak i¢in katil oldum’

Oykii, cezaevine girisini soyle anlatiyor: "Seda adh bir dostumla yastyorduk.
Bir giin Seda’nin bir arkadags1 geldi ve onu dovmeye bagsladi. Mutfaktan bicak alip
rastgele salladim. Adam yaralandi. Arkadaslar1 hastaneye gotiirdii. Kan kaybindan

Olmiis. Ben cezaevine girince Seda da oldiiriildii."

Hepsinin akil sagligi tehlikede

OYKU’niin avukati Rifat Oztiirkoglu, konuyla ilgili soyle konusuyor: "Oykii
ilk kaldig1 cezaevinde tacize ugruyordu. Simdi bir hiicrede tek basina kaliyor. Bu,
Tiirkiye’deki travestilerin kaderi. Suglar1 ne olursa olsun akil sagliklar tehlikeye
atilacak sekilde yalmzliga mahkum ediliyorlar. F tipi bile daha iyi. Kogusta taciz

riski var, hiicrede ise delirme riski... Bakanlik konuya ¢6ziim aramali."

Yurtdisinda hi¢ ayrim yapilmiyor

AVRUPA’da hiikiimliiler i¢in oda sistemi uygulandigini1 vurgulayan Avukat
Cengiz Hortoglu, sunlar1 soOylityor: "Travestiler icin Avrupa’da bir ayrim
gozetilmez. Meslek edinme kursuna gidemez diyemezsiniz. Zaten amag¢ topluma
kazandirmaya c¢alismak. Travestileri hiicreye koymak, sosyallesmesine izin

vermemek ancak psikolojisini bozar. Cinsiyetin géz 6niine alinmamasi gerek."
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MEHMET GUL: 'HAKLI CIKMAK iSTEMEZDiM!'
09/06/2001
Milliyet
Haber
MEHMET GUL

Escinsellik tartismasi nedeniyle Tarkan'la arasi acik olan MHP Istanbul
Milletvekili Mehmet Giil, sanatginin medyada yayinlanan fotograflarinin "6zel
hayati ihlal" anlamina geldigini sOyledi. Olaydan rahatsiz oldugunu anlatan Giil,
Tarkan'a soyle seslendi: "Tarkan'in ©6zel hayati ihlal edildi. Bunu dogru
bulmadigimi  6zellikle sOyliiyorum. Yayinlanmamasim tercih  ederdim.
Fotograflar1 goriince, bir ara 'nerede kalmistik' demek gecti icimden. Hakli ¢ikmak

istemezdim. Hakli ¢cikmak sadece nefsimi tatmin eder."

GUL GiBi
21/04/2001
Milliyet

Kose Yazisi
CAN DUNDAR

Yillar 6nce Cumhuriyet'ten Oral Cahslar, PKK'li Abdullah Ocalan'a escinselligi
sormus ve su yanitt almisti:

"O bir hastaliktir. Dogada, hayvanlar ve bitkiler aleminde boyle olaylar cok
azdir. Ahlaki tedbirler alinip bu tercih simirlandiriimalidir”.

Gecen hafta Hiirriyet'ten Giilden Aydin MHP'li Mehmet Giil'e escinselligi
sordu ve su yaniti aldi:

"Escinselligin sapiklikla ilgisi vardir. insan tabiatina aykiridir.
Tiirkliikte de, Miisliimanlikta da escinsellik yoktur. Tedavisi gerekir".

Acaba "heteroseksistler” icin de sdyle bir genelleme yapilabilir mi?

"Otoriter egimlilerde homofobi (escinsel alerjisi) yaygindir".

* sk ok
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Tarkan'in mevcut goriintiisityle gencglere koétii 6rnek oldugunu sdyleyen Giil,
iyi ki milattan Once yasamamis; yoksa Atinali escinsel filozof Sokrates'i de
ogrencisi Platon'a kotii 6rnek oldugu gerekgesiyle yola getirmeye kalkar ve kendi
dayandig1 sagc1 diisiiniisii, felsefi dayanaklarindan yoksun birakirdi.

Komutan olsa, sif erkeklerden hoslaniyor diye Biiyiik Iskender iizerine
seferler diizenler, fetihleri engelleyerek insanligin rotasini degistirirdi.

Allah muhafaza, Ronesans devrinde yasasa Michelangelo, "Davud" heykelini
yapamazdi, Leonardo da "Mona Lisa" tablosunu...

Shakespeare'i homoseksiiel diye lin¢ ettirmis olacagindan edebiyat tarihinde
"Kral Lear" diye bir bagyapit da olamazdi.

Giil, 19. yiizyilda yasasa Oscar Wilde"1 escinsel iliskiden yargilayan jiiride yer
alirdr hi¢ kuskusuz...

Andre Gide'i hem erkekleri seviyor, hem de Marksist diye iki kez astirir,
Marcel Proust'u bir erkek genelevi kurma fikrinden dolayr meydanda yaktirirdi.

Muhtemelen lezbiyen ihbariyla Florence Nightingale'i sifa dagittig
hastaneden kovdurur, Virginia Woolf'u intihar icin secgtigi Ouse Nehri'nde
bogdururdu.

Diisiinsenize, insanlik tarihine Giil gibiler hitkmediyor olsa Tchaikovsky
"Pathetic Senfoni"yi, Foucault "Deliligin Tarihi"ni yazamayacakti.

Pasolini "Sodom'un 120 Giinii"nii ¢ekemeyecek; Rock Hudson "Dev'de,
Marlene Dietrich "Sarisin Veniis"te oynayamayacakti.

Kortlarda Martina Navratilova'yi, sahnelerde Rudolf Nureyev'i izleyemeyecek,
Freddie Mercuri'yi dinleyemeyecektik.

Giil'tin inang¢larim zedelememek i¢in Tiirklerin ve Miisliimanlarin mahrem
tarithine, "Bahname"lerdeki "civan" tasvirlerine, "Dellakname"lerdeki hamam
sefalarina, saraydaki "sakal besteleri"ne girmiyorum bile...

Tiirk genglerine kotii 6rnek olmasindan korksak, "Ey tanrisal Sems, senden
gebe kalmig gonliim" diye misra doktiiren Mevlana'y1 nasil okullarda okuturduk?

& ok ok

Itiraf edeyim ki, ben Tarkan'in kliplerinde zararli bir "sapma" gérmiiyorum,

ama mesela Che sapkasiyla kurt isareti yapanlarda ya da TV yaymninda parlattig
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bakana program arasinda kiifredenlerde ciddi sapmalar miisahede ediyorum ve
bunlarin genclere ¢ok kotii 6rnek oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.

Neyse ki, insanlik uzun miicadeleler sonucu farkli cinsel tercih ve davranislar
lanetlemekten vazgecti ve tepkiler, insanlar1 cinsel farkliligindan dolay1
yargilayan otoriter norm koyuculara dondii.

Oyle olmayip da Giil gibiler kazansa, diinya pek piriipak ve kiilliyen
heteroseksiiel bir diyar olacakti kuskusuz, ama emin olun aym zamanda ¢ok sikici
ve kavruk bir gezegen olarak tarihe gegecekti. Hepimiz tam anlamiyla "Giil gibi"
yasayip gidiyor olacaktik.

Neyse ki tarihte sadece Giil gibiler degil, Tarkan gibiler de var oldu ve
insanlik onlar sayesinde, farkliligin zenginligini ve yaraticiligini kesfedebildi.

Belki de o yiizden - ve ne mutlu ki - bugiin diinyada Tiirkiye denince akla

Mehmet Giil degil Tarkan geliyor.
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APPENDIX C

THE NEWS ITEMS OF RADIKAL ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

GAY TURiZMi ULKE BUTCESI GiBi
09/09/2000

Radikal

Haber

Kusadasi'na girmelerine izin verilmeyen gay ve lezbiyenlerin turizm igin
harcadiklar1 para pek cok iilkenin istahin1 kabartiyor: 30.5 katrilyon lira. Olympic
Voyager gemisi ile tura c¢ikan, ancak Kusadasi'nda gemiden inmelerine izin
verilmeyen gaylerin lezbiyenlerle birlikte diinya turizminde 47.3 milyar dolarlik
(30.5 katrilyon lira) bir Pazar olusturduklar ortaya ¢ikti. Tiirkiye'nin yillik biitgesi
ise yaklasik 46 Katrilyon lira. Internetten yayimlanan 'turizmgazetesi.com'
arastirma birimi tarafindan, ABD'nin San Francisco kentinde yasayan 2 bin 100
gay ve lezbiyenle e-mail yoluyla gerceklestirilen anket, ilging sonuglar ortaya
koydu. Turizm sektoriinde faaliyet gosterenlerin istahim1 kabartan anket
sonuclarina gore, gay velezbiyen turistler, ABD ve Avrupa'da cesitli sektorler icin
ciddi bir pa- zar olusturuyor. Anket, gay ve lezbiyenlerin diger tatilcilere gore bes
kat daha fazla seyahate ciktiklarim1 ve ortalamanin ¢ok iizerinde para

harcadiklarini ortaya cikardi.

Yiizde 10'luk pay

Anket sonuclarina gore, gay ve lezbiyenler 1999 yilinda, tiim seyahat
endiistrisinin yiizde 10'una tekabiil eden 47.3 milyar dolar harcadi. Gay ve
lezbiyenlerin daha sik seyahate c¢ikmakla kalmadigi, hem daha fazla

paraharcadiklart hem de egzotik turizm merkezlerini tercih ettiklerinin ortaya
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ciktigr ankete katilan escinsellerin yiizde 65'inin internet kullanicisi oldugu, yiizde
62'sinin de tatillerini internet iizerinden satin aldiklar1 belirlendi. Arastirmaya
iliskin raporun son boliimiinde, escinsellerin seyahat endiistrisi igindeki payim
dikkate alan, Ingiltere'deki Freedom Airways'in kurucularindan Martin

Langham'm, yalnizca es.

CAGDAS DUYARLIKLAR
08/09/2000

Radikal

Kose Yazisi

HALUK SAHIN

Kusadasi iste simdi sapa oturdu! Iste simdi hap yuttu! Iste simdi kapisina 'kapali'
levhasini asabiliriz! Karadenizli miiteahhitlerden, ¢irkin yapilasmadan, mafyadan
pacasin kurtarsa da, tur operatorlerinin boykotunu kirmayi basarsa da, bu sefer isi
bitiktir! Bu yaz "Eyvah artik turist gelmiyor" diye kivranan Kusadasi yetkilileri
(ya da 'gay'lerin gemiden kasabaya inmesine izin vermeyen o vatan kurtaran
aslanlar) hi¢ gazete okumuyorlar m1? Hig televizyon seyretmiyorlar mi1? Nasil bir
diinyada yasadigimizin farkinda degiller mi? Su 'ahir' zamanda, diinyanin en
orgiitlii, en sesi yliksek, hatta en sirret lobisini karsilarina almanin ne gibi sonuglar
dogurabilecegini diisiinmediler mi? Ornegin, gecenlerde Amerika'da bir beysbol
macgt sirasinda Opiisen iki kadin escinseli stadyumdan c¢ikaran kuliibiin
yetkililerinin, bu 'skandal'1 unutturmak ve kendilerini affettirmek igin neler
yaptiklarin1 okumadilar m1? En son okudugumda, 5 bin escinsele bir mag i¢in
bedava bilet vermislerdi. Belki o zamandan bu yana tiimiine mevsimlik giris karti
da vermislerdir! Koskoca New York Times'ta okudum: Bizim isgiizarlar,
Kusadasi'nda, cogu Amerikali olan escinselleri engelleyince, Ankara'daki
Amerikan diplomatlar1 derhal Disisleri Bakanligi'na bir protesto notasi vermisler!
Amerikalilarin 'cinsel yonelimleri nedeniyle kétii muameleye tabi tutulduklarini'
belirtmisler. Yapilanlart kaygi verici bulduklarini vurgulamislar. Konu mizaha
cok uygun ama, kalemimizi (dilimizi, otoritemizi, fircamizi) ¢agin gerektirdigi

duyarliklara gore denetlememiz gerekiyor. Yepyeni bir diinyada yasamaktayiz.
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Eskiden kolayca yapabilecegimiz baz1 seyler bugiin yapilamiyor, yapilirsa
kocaman skandallara neden olabiliyor. Amerika'da cinsel ayrimcilik ya da irk¢ilik
kokan bir ciimleyi agzindan kagiranin siyasal kariyeri sona eriyor. Buna
escinsellerle ilgili ifadeler de dahil, ciinkii 'gay'ler ABD'de ve bir¢ok Avrupa
iilkesinde 'ligiincii seks' olarak yasal giivenceler elde etmeyi basardilar. Medya ve
sanat diinyasindaki kabarik sayilan sayesinde kamuoyunu etkilemeyi cok iyi
basariyorlar. Tiirkiye de bu diinyanin bir parcasi. Hele Kusadasi, ekmegini bu
diinyadan gelecek turistlere bagladigina gore, daha da parcasi...

Cagimizin duyarliklarina kulak kapatacak olursak, miizmin bas agrilarimiz haline
gelen Rum ve Ermeni lobilerinin yan sira baska lobilerin de agzina sakiz oluruz.
Kusadasi'ndaki olayin hangi boyutlara ulastinldigini ve Tiirkiye'ye nelere
patladigim1 hep birlikte gorecegiz. Ama ayni sey irkcilik agisindan da bagimiza
gelebilir. Giiniimiiz diinyasinda bir zenci futbolcuya 'Yamyam' derseniz, bunun
cok agir bedelini 6demeden kurtulamazsiniz. Romanyali esmer bir antrenorii
'Ceribas1' diye asagilarsamiz, bu lafi size yedirirler! Giiniimiiz diinyasinin
duyarliklar1 ve gercekleri boyledir. Sizin hosunuza gitse de, gitmese de boyledir.

Bunu anlamayanlarin vay haline!

TRAJIK VE KOMIK
09/09/2000

Radikal

Kose Yazisi
TURKER ALKAN

Once neden 'gay' szciigiinii boyle kolayca kabul ettik, kirk yillik dostumuzmus
gibi hemen kullanmaya basladik, onu anlamak zor. 'Escinsel' veya (zaten
yerlesmis olan) 'homoseksiiel' varken, neden 'gay'? 'Gay'in asil anlami 'neseli'dir.
Ama izmir'de karaya ayak basamayan 'gay'lerin pek nesesi kalmadi sanirim. Gene
de adamlar efendiliklerini bozmadilar, Istanbul'a cikarken ters bir laf etmediler.
Hermann Hesse, "Sozciikler birer maskeden ibarettir," diyordu, "gercek anlamlar
gizlerler. Onlarin altina bakabilmek gerekir." Davranislar da cogu kez birer maske

degil midir? Asil niyetlerimizi, gercek egilimlerimizi gizleyen birer maske.
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'Gergek biz'i gorebilmek i¢in o maskenin altina bakmakla yarar var. Diin, Sivas
olaylar1 davasinin gerekgeli karar1 yayimlandi. "Dua okuyarak insan yaktilar,"
dendi, "Tiirk-Islam tarihinin en vahim olayidir," dendi. Hepsine katiliyorum.
Dehset verici bir olaydi ve mutlaka en agir bicimde cezalandirilmas: gerekiyordu.
Sivas'ta neden insanlar1 yaktilar? '‘Bizden' olmadig1 i¢in. '‘Bizim' degerlerimize,
diinya goriisiimiize ters diistiigii icin. 'Bizi kiskirttiklart' igin... Gozlerini
kirpmadan yaktilar. Feci birolaydi. Izmir'de kovup Istanbul'da kirmizi hali sererek
karsiladigimiz 'escinsel turistler' olay1 ise 0yle feci bir sey degildi. Hatta eglenceli
yanlar1 vardi. Escinsel turistler polis korumasi altinda dolagmiglar. "Bizim
erkeklerden mi koruyorlar acaba,” diyenler oldu. MHP'li Giil durumu veciz bir
sekilde ifade etti: "Bizdeki escinseller zaten bize yetiyor, bir de ithal mi edelim?
Birakacaklar1 birkag kurusun hi¢ énemi yok!" Isi salt para ve turizm acisindan
goriirseniz, elbette haklisimiz. Hele hele milli degerlerimizin, ahlakimizin
korunmasi, saf Tiirk irkinin gen yapisinin muhafaza edilmesi gibi dertlerimiz
varsa, zaten hic¢ turist sokmamak gerekir. (Bir ara Refah Partisi bu goriisii
savunmamis miydi? Nedense iktidara gelince goriis degistirmislerdi.) Ama isin bir
de 'demokrasi ve insan haklari' boyutu var. Kapisini calip durdugumuz Bati
diinyasinin Oniimiize siirdiigii bir boyut. 'Bizden' olmayanlarin da haklarinin ve
0zel yasamlarinin oldugu, kimsenin dokunamayacagi bir Ozerk alanlarinin
bulundugu boyut. Iste bu noktada, birbiriyle hic ilgisi yokmus gibi duran trajik
Sivas olaylariyla, bir fars havasinda gecen traji-komik 'escinsel turist' Oykiisii
arasinda ¢ok yakin bir iliski varmis gibime geliyor. ikisi de bize 6zgii, inandirici
goziikmeyen, gercek yiiziimiizii gizleyen soz ve davraniglarla bezenmis olaylar.
Ama aralarinda 6yle bir kiiltiirel davranigsal-zihinsel bag var ki, giiliinecek gibi
duran olay, aym aktorlerle baska bir baglamda biiyiik bir trajediye doniisecek
potansiyeli tasitmaktadir. Bu Kkiiltiirel yapimiz degismedikce demokratiklesmeyi

saglamak miimkiin olmaz.
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TRAVESTILERE GENELEYV iZNi
17/11/2000
Radikal
Haber
SAADETTIN TANTAN

Icisleri Bakani Sadettin Tantan, ‘fuhusun kontrolii ve fuhusla bulasan
hastaliklarin Onlenmesine iliskin tiiziik tasarisi' hazirlandigin1 belirterek, yeni
tiiziglin escinseller ve transseksiielleri de kapsayacagimi acikladi. Tantan,
TBMM'de bir soru Onergesine verdigi yanitta, 'Genel Kadmlar ve Genelevlerin
Tabi Olacaklar1 Hiikiimler ve Fuhus Yiiziinden Bulasan Ziihrevi Hastaliklarla
Miicadele Tiiziigii'nde travestiler ve transeksiiellerle ilgili herhangi bir hiikiim
bulunmadigim animsatarak, yeni bir tiiziik hazirladiklarini belirtti. Tantan, mevcut
tiiziglin giinimiiz kosullarina yanit veremez duruma gelmesi iizerine Emniyet
Genel Miidiirliigii, Mahalli Idareler Genel Miidiirliigii, Ankara Emniyet
Miidiirliigii, Saglik Bakanligi, SHCEK Genel Miudiirliigii'niin katilimiyla "Fuhusun
Kontrolii ve Fuhus Yoluyla Bulasan Hastaliklarin Onlenmesine Iliskin Tiiziik
Tasaris1'  hazirlandigim  bildirdi. Tasarinin = goriis  i¢in  ilgili kurumlara
gonderildigini belirten Tantan, "Tiiziik tasarisinda cinsiyet ayrimi yapilmaksizin
transseksiiel, travestiler ve escinselleri de kapsayacak bigcimde, bu isi meslek
olarak yapmak isteyen herkesi icerecek sekilde bir diizenleme 6ngoriilmektedir"

bilgisini verdi.

ARTIK ESCINSELLIK DE PERINCEK'TEN SORULUYOR
29/05/200
Radikal
Kose Yazisi
ARDA USKAN

Miijdeler olsun. Sonunda escinselligin sum1 da ¢oziildii. Escinsellik,uzlasmaz
siifsal geliskilerin asiriya varmasi sonucunda' ortaya ¢ikiyormus. Tiirkiye'de ise

12 Eyliil darbesiyle patlama yapmis. Ve bugiin solcu ve aydin kabul edilmenin
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tek yolu escinsellikten geciyormus. Vallahi dalga gegcmiyorum. Zaten bu satirlarin
yazart Dogu Peringek ise, insan nasil dalga gecebilir ki? Peringek 'Escinsellik ve
Yabancilagma' adli kitabinda bu ulvi ve bilimsel diisiincelerini agikliyor. Kitabi
okumadim. Ama Hiirriyet gazetesinde kitaptan yapilan alintilar pek ¢ok seyi agik
acik anlatiyor. Bu nedenle okumaya da niyetim yok. Neden okumak istemedigimi
de birka¢ paragraf sonra anlatacagim. Ama oOnce Perincek'in bu konudaki
'diislinceleri'ne bir goz atalim. Efendiiim... Peringek'e gore esitlik¢i, ilkel
topluklarda escinsellik yokmus. Dede Korkut hikdyelerinde ya da Amerika'nin
Kizilderili mitolojilerinde bu 'suga' rastlanmiyormus. Hocam, mum mu tuttun?
Dede Korkut'la ya da Geronimo ile mi konustun? Escinsel iligkiler, bakin hangi
toplumlarda ortaya c¢ikiyormus hocamiza gore: "Eski Cin, Siimer ve Hititler'in
goreli gelismis meta ekonomileri temelinde yiikselen feodal hakim sinif i¢inde.
Eski Yunan toplumunun kole sahibi soylular sinifi icinde. Bizans, Iran, Emevi,
Abbasi, Osmanh sarayinda." Ve siki durun "Japonya'da, Samuray denen savas
agalan ziimresinde." Biitiin bu sagma sapan fikir kirintilar1 disinda beni asil
cigrimdan ¢ikaran Peringek'in su ciimleleri oldu: "Kapitalizmin ¢iiriime
doneminde, baska deyisle, emperyalizm ¢aginda escinsellik doruga c¢ikti. Hitler',
Mussolini'yi ve en son ABD saldirganligini yaratan emperyalizm, yalmiz siddet
alaninda degil, escinsellikte de Neron'larin koleci imparatorluklarini ge¢mis,
escinselligi hakim smifin disgina tasiyarak toplumun biitiin siniflart igine
yaymistir." Perincek'in beynindeki tehlikeyi diistinebiliyor musunuz? Escinseller
aramiza yayilmis, diinyay1 ele gecirecekler. Tipki uzaylhlar gibi. Ve bu fikir
ustasindan son darbe de entelektiiellere geliyor. Kendi kii¢iik diinyasi i¢inde bakin
neler yumurtluyor: "Istanbul, izmir ve Ankara'min belli cevrelerinde, escinsel
olmayan entellerin, entelden sayilmadigi ve utandigr bir hava yaratilmistir.
Escinsellik yeni barkiiltiiriinde uyusturucu bagimliligi ile birlikte, bir sanatci
alternatifi olarak sunulmaktadir. Escinsel yiikselen degerlere gore cizgi Gtesidir.
‘Muhalif' ya da 'aykirt' riitbesine mi ulagmak istiyorsunuz, dyleyse escinsel iligskiye
gireceksiniz." Ciiss... Neden ciisss. Peringek, bir fagist gibi, escinselligi sug¢ olarak
goriiyor. Bunun insanin dogasindaki bir olgu oldugunu hissetmiyor bile.

Insanlarin cinsel tercihlerini kendilerinin belirlemesi diisiincesi bile ona ¢ok uzak.
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Kendi tercihleri diginda, (diyelim ki zorla ) bu yola itilenleri bile kiigiimsiiyor.
Escinsel

pek cok arkadagim oldu. Onlarin bu durumu bir yasam bigimi olarak gordiigiinii,
ayrica toplumdan dislanmaktan da nasil iiziildiiklerinibiliyorum. Sadece hain
insanlar kendileri gibi olmayanlardan hoslanmazlar. Bunun bir diger adi1 da
irkeiliktir, fagizmdir. Escinsellik bir yasam bigimidir, ya da bir secim... Fasizm de
Oyle. Ben sizin kitabinizi okumayacagim. Bana kalirsa hi¢ kimse okumasm...

‘Tiirkiye seninle gurur duyuyor' diye haykiranlarin disinda.

YAKALARSAN N'APARSIN?
22/04/2001
Radikal

Kose Yazisi
SIBEL K. TURKER

'Bir kisim milletin vekili' MHP'li Mehmet Giil, yine yapt1i yapacagini, soyledi
sOyleyecegini. Bir siire 6nce, Kiiba'nin goriip gordiigii en neseli ve girisken turist
grubu olan Tiirk milletvekilleri gezisinde; yiiziinde yaylhim atesi gibi iri bir
giiliimseyis, basinda Che sapkasi, eller yine mutad golge oyununda malum
hayvanit canlandinirken fotograflar cektirdi, bunlar her yerde yayinlandi,
konusuldu vesaire. Benim sdylemek istedigimse, mevcut parmaklarla yapilan
animasyon gosterisinde Kurt'un bir kulagi hep kisa kaliyor. Ne yapsan nafile.
Serce parmak, hani su okuldan gelip 'hani bana' diyen parmak, oyunu bozarak bir
kulagin digeriyle bariz yiikseklik farkini yaratiyor. Ortaya yamuk (yani
geometrinin uzaydaki kusurlu ve ne idiigii belirsiz oldugu varsayilan sekli
adamdan sayarak, taniyarak, alanini hesaplayarak vs yamuklugunu yiiziine
vurmadigr form'u) yani dengesiz, simetrisiz bir hayvancik ¢ikiyor. Bes parmagin
besi de bir mi?

Degil tabii... Mevcut parmaklarla bu kadari oluyor.

(Bu arada ben yazilan 2'ye ayiriyorum:

1- Bir diisiinceyi ele alip bilimsel yontem ve titizlikle, giris, gelisme, sonug

kuralim1 bozmadan analitik diizlemde agimlayanlar.
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2- Bagibozuk, delibozuk, karalama defterinden apartilip hayata gegirilmis pirilti
yazilari. Evet, arada parlayan kiiciik incik boncuk yazilari. Ben tabii ki 2. gruba
dahil oldugumdan, yani ek'imizdeki bilimsel yazilarin yaninda hep basim 6nde,
utanga¢ durdugumdan, bir fikrin islenis metodunda hep metotsuz kaldigimdan,
yazida anarsiyi savundugumdan, ki bagkatiirliisiinii yazamama ve ultra kompleks
vaziyetler icinde bulundugumdan, yani hissiyatin, objektifligi sonsuza dek
golgeleyip hirpalayacagi bu kaka gruba dahil oldugumdan dolayr mustaribim.
Yaptigima 'dagdan alip tasa calmak' denir ki, zordur yine de. Yani bir akis vardir -
biling akis1 demeyelim de bir hiz vardir da nokta koyma sogukkanlilig1 yoktur. Bu
sebeple yazilan mevzu orijinini sik sik kaybetmekte ancak Pazar keyfine limon
sitkmak ve ofletip pofletmek amaciyla da yapilmamaktadir.)

Her neyse... Iste deminden beri (girisi yaptigimdan beri) diinyadaki varolusunu
kendimce aciklamaya calisigim bu milletimin vekili Tarkan igin atti tuttu.
Tarkan'n yeni imajim begenmemis olacak ki, bombay1 patlatti: "Escinsel
olmasaydi daha cok severdik" Dice Kayek Tarkan ise konuyu hemen yargiya
intikal ettirdi, basin aciklamasinda Anayasa, esitlik ve insan haklarindan dem
vurdu. "Milletin vekili 1rk, dil din, sinif, cinsiyet ayrimi gozetmeden herkesin
vekilidir, buna yeminlidir"seklinde bir agiklama. Ama Mehmet Giil belli ki
Tarkan'in vekili olmak istemiyordu, kendini onu sevmek zorunda hissetmiyordu.
Oysa Tarkan'in erkekligi konusunda bazi kanmtlannmiz vardi. Sarkicinin kadinlar
cephesinden annesi ve eski sevgilisi, Tarkan'in yogun merinos killarin1 ve c¢ok
sayidaki kadin sevgilisini One siirerek, siipheleri bir zaman icin bertaraf etmislerdi.
Boyle kil'dan kanitlar siirme yontemi de ancak bizimki gibi kil tiiy iilkelerde s6z
konusu olur. Ya adam Isvecli olsaydi, Viking atalarmi mi1 dne siirecekti? Ya adam
dogustan kose olsaydi? Hi¢ sansi yoktu demekki. Ger¢i Tarkan'in Dice Kayek
gomleginin acik yakasindan simsiyah figkiran killar1 erkekliginin kanitlarina
dikkat cekiyor. Bu kanitin verdigi rahathikla da kivirtiyor, hopluyor, Opiiciik
gonderiyor. Mehmet Giil ise Tarkan adinin ¢agristirdig1 zihniyetle, Tarkan gibi
Tarkan beklentisi i¢inde olabilir. Bu zihniyet, diisiince alaninda kaldigi siirece
hicbirimizi ilgilendirmezdi. Ama acik ve secik olarak beyanat veriyor, yine
giilityor. Yine sucluyor, hakaret ediyor. 'Escinsel' soziiniin, esyanin tabiati geregi,

milletvekilinin agzinda bir durumu, bir psikolojiyi tanimlamadigi, direkt olarak
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hakaret anlaminda kullanildig1 ¢ok agik. Aslinda Tarkan'in cinselligi, iki cinse de
goz karpar nitelikte. Gegisken, sinirsiz, cinsler iistii bir durusu var. Tarkan'in
cinselligi maddenin gaz hali. A¢ilimli, olanakl, bir tiir unknown flying object.
Killar sadece annenin ve eski sevgilinin gonliinii aliyor. Ama Mehmet Giil'e bu
yetmiyor belli ki. "Biz Zeki Miiren'e de yalmzca sanati i¢in tahammiil etmistik"
diyor ardindan. Yani Tarkan'in sanati1 da yok ki neyine tahammiil edelim demeye
getiriyor. Merhum Zeki Miiren'in cevap hakki bir yana, kendisi de gégsiinii agar, o
tuhaf pariltili kostiimlerinin dekoltesinden bir tutam kumral gogiis ddsemesi
gosterirdi. Zeki Miiren bir biyliciiydii. Boyanmanin ve renklenmenin yalnizca
kadmna hak tanindig kiiltiirlerin bozucusu ve bozguncusuydu. Islemeli kanatlar
takip cikardi mesela, masumiyetini pembe rujuyla tamamlar, sonra uzun
tirnaklariyla yirtardi. Tam bir gosteri dehasiydi. Tarkansa daha natiirel, daha
unisex, daha bir CK one tiiriinden. Mehmet Giil "vatanimi ve annemin dolmalarini
ozledim" diye gelen Tarkan'i yakalarsa Opeceginden kusku duyuyor. Zaten
kadinlar bunu yapmayacagin1 bildikleri i¢in, bu tecaviiz sahnesini yumusatan izole
eden mizahi ve goz kirpmayi1 seviyor ve dinliyorlar. Mehmet Giil, Biilent Hanim'a
hi¢ bulasmiyor 6rnegin. O artik bir Monserrat Caballe, bir diva, pembe niifus
ciizdanli bir dokunulmaz, ilisilmez, tanimlanmis ve taninmis abla. Mehmet Giil
sadece 'me idiigii belirsizlikle ugrasiyor', yamuklar1 diizeltiyor, onu kendi sinirh
uzay kavrayisinda belirleyip siniflandirtyor. Kétii bir sekilde, asagilayarak. Yogun

erkeklik kivamini tutturmusg bulunanlarin dayanilmaz ve tehditkar 6zgiiveniyle..

TARKAN HADISESI USTUNE
16/06/2001
Radikal
Kose Yazisi
PERIHAN MAGDEN

Gecenlerde, buzdolabinin kapagim acip bir Pepsi aldim. Biraz gizlice. Kizim
meyve suyu, siit ya da su i¢sin, bu asitlilere aligmasin istiyorum. Beni icerken
goriince o da istiyor. Bu yiizden igeceksem, biraz gizlice iciyorum iste. Yani

gardiroba ya da yatagin altina giriyor da, degilim.
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Ayrica yeri gelmisken aciklayayim, mutlak bir Pepsiciyim ben. Hakiki kolacilarin,
harbi tercihinin Pepsi oldugunu diisiinen. (Tesekkiirler Pepsi. Eve yolladigimiz bi
kamyon kutu Pepsi'yi istifleyecek yer bulamadigim igin, bizim Bakkal Rifki
efendiye sattim. Kendime de ii¢ kutu ayirdim. Mil mersi.) Kutunun iistiinde,
Tarkan'in cok fondotenli, ¢cok rimelli, ¢ok sikidim bir pozu duruyor. Aklima
Tarkan hadisesi geldi, i¢im cizzz etti. Tarkan aylar, yillar siiren ortalara
cikmamasinin ardindan Paris'te Dice Kayek defilesinde podyumda belirmis; cok
hoplayarak, cok 'liberated, o alameti farikasi olan gemlenebilemez cilvesiyle
podyumu kat ederken, "Iste, cinselligini artik hepten gizlememeye karar vermis,"
dedirtmisti. Sonra Walt Disney filmlerinden yaratiklandirilmis o falcinin Pepsi
falina baktigi abuk sabuk reklam filmi, 'Haydi, geliyor musunuz?' filan diye
kitlesini partiye davet ettigi yine agir edali igveli neseli devam filmi sokiin etti.
Arkasindan da Tarkan. Tarkan'in akil hocalar, hangi gezegende yasiyorlar,
Tiirkiye'yi nasil okuyorlar, zaman tiinelinin hangi merhalesinde donup kalmaislar;
bilemeyecegim. Ama Tarkan doner donmez, 'ultra heteroseksiiel Tiirk genci
sOylemini' biraktigi noktanin cok daha 6telerinden, baslativerdi.

Benimle yaptig1 roportaj esnasinda da, en samimi kalp dokmelerinin akabinde,
hakikaten olanca dogallifimla ediverdigim bir climlem iistiine (onun cinsel
'kimliginin' farkinda olmamamin, imkan var miydi?) 15 dakikaligina otomatige
bagladi yine 'Kadinlari nasil kus siitiiyle besledigine' (manidar ve Freudyen
acilimlara alabildigine miisait bir ciimle) ne esi benzeri bulunmaz bir ultra
heteroseksiiel Tiirk asik olduguna dair...

Konustu da konustu.

Beni mahcup etmek pahasina.

Zira, ben onun kendini zorla hapsettigi o sahtekér, sahteci kdseden bana yaptig
yaymlardan utan¢ duyuyordum. Ama olsundu. Madem sikmiyordu; bu denli
korkakti, bu denli etrafinda olan biteni okumaktan acizdi; kendi bilirdi.

Mehmet Giil'iin ona dediklerinin filan, zerrece 6nemi yoktu ki.

Mehmet Giil, bugiine dek onlarca konuda soyledikleriyle, siciliyle ve hatta
mahkeme/hapishane kayitlariyla, kendini c¢oktaaaan ispatlamisg bir cisimdi.
Tarkan1 sevenler, Tarkan'1 'oldugu gibi' seviyorlardi. Mutlak bir arzu nesnesi

olarak. O arzu nesnesinin heteroseksiiel ya da gay olmasi, ona tapan geng
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kizlarison kertede (ask kertesinde) zerre kadar alakadar etmezdi. Zaten Tarkan'a
ulagabilme ihtimalleri var miydi ki? Yooo, hayir. O halde Tarkan'in cinsel tercihi
nedeniyle, diyelim daha da 'ulagilmaz' olmasi, ne fark ederdi? Aksine, bu kizlar
icin daha bile tahris edici olabilirdi. Tarkan1 kayitsiz sartsiz, Tarkan'1 mutlak bir
gozii karalikla, Tarkani Fatih Ozgiiven'in harikulade tahliliyle 'bir cilvenin
tefrikas1 oldugu i¢in' sevmislerdi. Tarkan'in onlara sundugu cinsellik, Tarkan'in
onlarda yarattigl arzu, istek, ic giciklama, Tarkan'in sahsi cinsel yasamindan,
tamamiyle kopmus gitmisti. Tarkan, Tiirkiye'yi indigi andan itibaren habire
'‘Mahkemeye veririm, giiniinii gosteririm' yapmasaydi; sahteci cizgisinde frenleri
tamamen patlatip leasing'le tuttugu 'kiz arkadasiyla' inat ve 1srarla gece yerleri
kapilarinda belirip heteroseksiielligine dair yapis yapis ve yirtik yirtik bir
kampanyada bu kadar israrct olmasaydi, bu fotograflarin yarattigi tahribat bu
denli biiyiik olur muydu ki? Ayrica, en mithimi bu fotograflarin tahribati bu denli
vahim midir?

Alman RTL Televizyonu; Tarkan'in fotograflar iistiine iilkede kiyamet koptuguna
dair, bunun insan haklaria aykir1 olduguna dair, boylesine nadide 1 uluslararasi
yildizimizin ugradigi baskilar yiiziinden yurdunu terk etmek zorunda birakildigina
dair bir program yayimlamis, gecen giin.

Yiizde yiiz abartili bir Batilh neoemperyalist antropolog bakisi... Evet
medyacigimizda, alakali alakasiz bir siirii koseci konu istiine muratlarinin ne
oldugunu anlayamadigim (hos onlarin, muratlarint  hicbir yazilarindan
anlayabiliyor degilim) yazilar paraladi. Biraz konusuldu, edildi. Ama Tarkan'in
kitlesiyle arasina en ufak bir sogukluk girdiyse, onun icin deli olan kizlar artik onu
bir nebze daha az seviyorlarsa, bileklerimi keserim. Tarkan MHP'li
amcaogullarinin tasdik ve taltifleri dogrultusunda diizenlemek zorunda degil,
hayatini. Buna keske vakti zamaninda uyansaydi. Fotograflarin patlak vermesinin
ardindan, Leasing'li Kiz Arkadas ¢ikip, "Ben kefilim onun erkekligine" sakilligini
filan da yapmist1 ki... Allah'tan Tarkan, son basin toplantisimi diizenledi.

Devam edecek. Annelere dogru uzuyor mevzu.
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DOKE SACA TARKAN VAKASI
17/06/2001
Radikal

Kose Yazisi

PERIHAN MAGDEN

Sonra iste, 'Leasing'lenmis Kiz Arkadas' ¢ikti ortalara. Ki giizelim, tatl bir ¢ocuk
o da. Niye hayatin daha bagska mevzularina leasing'lemez ki kendini? Cikip: "Ben
Tarkan'in erkekligine kefilim," filan demeler...

Ben "Allahim, bitmeyecek mi hi¢ bu bicare komedya!" diye durayim oturdugum

kosede...

Zaten, fotograflarin (ki fotograf bile degil: fotokopiler) ortaya patlamasi da bir
tuhaf hadise. Bilmiyorum, New York'taki bir nakliye firmasinin Tiirk soforii,
Tarkan'in egyalarin1 naklederken depodan, bunlar nasil ele gegirir?

Tarkan o ¢ocuksu pozlarn verip verip Fire Island, Malibu tarzi plajlardasonra
hepsini bir ayakkabi1 kutusuna istifleyip distine dev harflerle OYNASMA
FOTOGRAFLARI yazdig1 bir bant m1 atmust1 ki? Bir de diyelim esyalarin1 evine
naklettiricen; insan Cinli bir nakliyat firmasim tercih etmez mi? New York adim
bagi, Tiirk star'larin fotograflarini bulup calacak tiynette Tiirk nakliye soforii mii
kaynamaktadir? Her sey bu kadar tesadiifi gelismismis olabilir mi yani? Sonra iste
Tarkan kampimin pazarlikla fiyat1 200 bin dolardan 135 bin dolara ¢ekmekle, bir
de New York'lu Tiirk Hirsiz Santaje1 Kamyon Soforii'nii tehdit etmekle, birkac
haftadir, hatta Amerika'lardan baslayip aylardir, mesgul bulundugu ortaya c¢ikti.
FBI'lar filan isin i¢ine karisti. Hirsizlik ve santaj suctur. Peki ya pazarlik ve tehdit?
Her neyse, biitiin bu tuhafliklarin akabinde, Ak Sacli Bir nine akil-fikir dualari
filan okudu Tarkan'a ki, c¢ikip olanca vakurlugu, tatliligi, giizelligiyle basin
ordusunun karsisina, evinin bahcesinde: "Yaptigim hi¢bir sey i¢in pisman degilim.
Neysem oyum. Dayanamiyorum. Tiirkiye'den gidiyorum," dedi. I¢imize sular
serpti.

Tiirkiye'den gitmesi kismiyla, degil. Tiirkiye'den gitmesi i¢in bir tane bile neden

goremiyorum ben. En nihayet cinselli§i konusunda 'postmodern Tiirk milletini
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esek yerine koymaca' ve fakat esasinda kendini tehlike kazanlarina atmaca
numaralarindan vazge¢cmesi, en nihayet, yumurta kapiya dayanip her tarafimiza
dagilinca, en nihayet ohh be, giizeldi. Sonra baktik ki gitmemis nitekim. Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti Polis Tegskilati'm ziyarete gitmis persembe giinii. "FBI'larin aylarca
cozemedigini, iki gilinde ¢Ozdiiniiz. Santajciyr igeri tiktimz. Benim canim
polisim," ziyareti. Tarkan, anlagilan, goriilen o ki, MHP biiyiiklerini olsun, medya
baronlarini olsun, polis kuvvetlerini olsun, muhtelif 'gii¢leri' ziyaret etme ve hos
tutmaya ¢abalama konusunda oldukca girisken ve caligkan bir gencimiz. Tamam
kardesim. Bu saatten sonra Tarkan'in Greenpeace iiyesi olmasini, gay hareketinin
atesli bir savasg¢is1t olmasini, siyaseten dogruculuk igeren higbir kelamin kazaen

dahi olsa, agzin1 terk etmesini beklemiyoruz.

TARKAN, BU.

Biz onu oldugu gibi kabullenmeye, sevmeye haziriz. 70'lerde, 80'lerde Sezen
Aksu'nun kadin/erkek asik 4lemine verdigi 'Sen aglama/Dayanamam’ tarzi
antikindar, antigaddar sevgi ve sefkat dolu mesajlari, 90'larin ortasindan
baglayarak Tarkan vermeye basladi. "Gurur sandigim aslinda iimitsizligimdi,"
dedi. "Tutunmak imkansiz, biktim yamali sevdalardan" dedi. "Deli gibi yiirekten
sevmeli/Ugruna diinyalar1 vermeli" dedi. En son olarak da, "Al bu akilsiz bas,
duvarlara taslara vur - SEVABINA" dedi. Tarkan, onu arzu nesnelerinin en
arzulanan1 yapan kitlesini, hi¢bir zaman eli bos gondermedi. Evet diiriistliigii en
giiclii yani1 degildi; ama sevilirliginden taviz vermedi.

Tarkan'in burdan gitmesini icap ettirecek hicbir husus yok. Lataniyla, yataniyla,
yatmayaniyla, farkinda olmayaniyla bu toplum yiizyillardir: "Gay ol; ama sakin
bunu agzina alma'ya kosullamissa kendini boylesine giiclii bir sahtekarhk
iradesiyle, artttk BUNUN DA degismesinin zamamn geldi.

Insanlarm bir kismu kendi cinsiyle yatiyor; daha biiyiikce bir kismi da kars
cinsle. Oranlar arasinda bir fark varsa, bu istatistiksel olarak iistiin olan taraf1
'kutsal', diger taraf1 'tii kaka' yapmiyor. Mesele biraz da Tiirk kadininda, Tiirk
annesinde diiglimleniyorsa; ben c¢ocugunu gay diye sevmeyecek bir anne

tanimiyorum.
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Kendi 6z asigim1 dogurmus olmanin seksiiel coskusuyla, hemcinslerine ogluyla
sokuyor
olmanin iktidarindan gozii donmiis analar var ise onlar1 tanimak zaten istemem.

Ne halleri varsa, bilingalt1 bilingalt1 gorsiinler.

TARKAN VE TURKIYE'NIN CINSELLIGI
17/06/2001

Radikal

Kose Yazisi

YILDIRIM TURKER

Unlii sarkic1 Tarkan'm yayinlanan fotograflari neden bu kadar biiyiik bir giiriiltii
kopartti? Cok mu yabanci oldugumuz bir durumla kars1 karsiyaydik?Tarkan,
farkinda olmadan toplumun cinsel arzu orgiitlenmesini sarsti. Kar1 gibi kivirttigim
sOyleyen adamlar, eglence adina masa iistlerinde gobek atan, kel ve sigsman
olduklart i¢in kimsenin kuskulanmadigi erkeklerin temsilcileri Tarkan'in son
Tiirkiye maceras1t memleket iistiine her acidan ilging gdzlem imkénlar1 sunuyor.
Bati tarafindan kirletildikten sonra silaya donen gurbet¢i Tiirk mitosundan Tiirk
erkekliginin amitsal sarsilmazligt mitosuna kadar, hayatimizi iistiine kurmus
oldugumuz iskambil kagitlar1 hizla bir bir goziimiiziin Oniinde ucustu yine.
Tarkan, ¢iktig1 giinden itibaren popiiler alanda farkli bir kiskirtmaninbedeni oldu.
Seveninin sevmeyeninin kayitsiz kalamadigi bir arzu nesnesi. Gencti, giizeldi, iyi
bir sesi vardi, se¢imleri dogruydu. Ama ondan daha genc, daha giizel, belki daha
yetenekli sohret adaylarinda olmayan bir sey vardi onda. Lorcamin 'duende'
dedigi. Kiskirtict bir kendinden gecme hali. Seyircinin karsisinda icindeki o 6zel
seytan1 fiitursuzca disavurabilme yetenegi. Onu star yapan, batida da heyecanla
izlenmesini saglayan kuskusuz bu 6zelligiydi. Soyledigi sarkilarin Tiirk¢e olmast
bile fazla onem tasimadi. Avrupa'da 2000'e dogru Tiirk denildiginde akla
geliveren koyu karanlik bir¢ok seyin yani sira Galatasaray'la birlikte yerini aldi.

Bu arada, Tiirkiye'nin kapilarimi diinyaya siki sikiya kapali tutma, kendince bir
hayat onermesinde ayak direme politikas1 seffaflik kazanmis, MHP iktidariyla

tartisilmaz bir giic edinmisti. Kitaplan bir¢ok dile ¢evrilen, diinyanin 6nde gelen
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yaym organlarinca 2000'li yillarin kendisinden en cok sey beklenen yazarlar
listesine giren Orhan Pamuk da Yasar Kemal gibi yen icinde kalmaya
yanagmayan kirik kol olarak diinyaya hitap ediyor ve MHP iktidar1 Oncesi
milliyet¢i muktedirler tarafindan hirpalanmaya ¢alisiliyordu.

Tarkan da once kutsal askerlik gorevini ifa etme konusunda isteksiz davrandi.
Buna karsiik milli degerlerimiz 6yle tehditler savurdu ki bir ara CIA ve
MOSSAD destekli biiyiik bir operasyonla gozii bantlanarak memlekete getirilip
silah altmna alinacagini sandik. Zaten Tarkan'm yurtdigindaki basarilar1 da hep
ikircikli bir ruh haliyle karsilaniyordu. Kisisel seriivenlere, diinyali olma
adayligina asla izin vermeyen gizli- agcik milliyet¢ilik, yurtdisgina adimini atan her
Tiirk vatandasindan Tiirkiye'yi alninin akiyla temsil etmesini bekler. Ozellikle
Amerika'da  palazlanmis olan Tiirk 'lobi-diaspora'st  bu  misyonun
bekgiliginiiistlenmistir. Tarkan, iyiydi giizeldi ama askerlik konusunda gostermis
oldugu diren¢ onu kimilerinin goziinde epeyi sevimsiz kilmisti. Ustelik biraz
hoppa miydi, neydi? Sagi-basi, hali-tavriyla gercekten de batili 'trend'lere uygun
bir popiiler figiirdii. Her seyin 6tesinde kiskirtici, denetlenemez bir cinsellikten ses
veriyordu. Canak ¢omlegin patladigi nokta da iste bu denetlenemez cinsellik

meselesi oldu.

Escinsellik, otorite tarafindan rahat¢a denetlenemeyen bir cinsellik alan1 oldugu
icin tehlikelidir. Ustiine en ¢ok mitoloji iiretilen yasam bicimi oldugu icin de
ozellikle bir tecessiis nesnesidir. Toplumumuzda en ¢ok satan konunun escinsellik
dolayinda iiretilmis imalar oldugu su gotiirmez. Silme heteroseksiiel oldugu
varsayilan topluma hitaben escinselligin tanittmi amagh sahte bilimsel ya da saf
magazinel nesriyat her zaman biiyiik ilgiyle karsilanmistir. Bu toplum, escinsellik
konusunun doymak bilmez tiiketicisidir. Tarkan'in 6zeli tartismasiyla bir kez daha
patlak veren bu serbetli konunun islenis bi¢imi, 6rnek bir riyakarlik olarak tarihe
gececektir. Basinda diinyadan {inlii siyaset¢ilerin, sanatgilarin gey'liklerini
aciklamalan islenirken kullanilan s6zciik belki kimsenin ilgisini fazla ¢ekmiyor. O
biiyiilii sozciik: itiraf. Anglosakson diinyanin 'come out of the closet' (dolaptan

cikma) tamlamasiyla adlandirdigi durum, gey politikasinin ilk sartidir. Bu arada
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gey sOzciigiiniin de politik bir adlandirma oldugunu belirtmekte yarar var. Bir
bireyin gey oldugunu aciklamasi, yani saklanmakta oldugu dolaptan c¢ikmasi,
ozgiirliik ve esitlik hakkini talep edebilmesinin ilk sartidir.

Basinimizda rahatlikla kullamlan ‘itiraf' sozciigii, escinselligin algilanisi
konusunda ¢ok 6nemli bir ipucu. Heteroseksiiel diinya escinselleri "itirafa" zorlar.
Itiraf beraberinde nedameti, heteroseksist diinyanin denetimine boyun egmeyi
getirir. Bir yandan 'topluma kotii 6rnek olma' safsatasiyla kuytulara itilen, korku
ve tehdit altinda saklanmasi saglanan escinsellik, 6te yandan linge acik, itirafla
burnu siirtiilmiis bir kimlik olmaya zorlanir. Escinselligin sadece cinsel organlarin
imkénlariyla ilgili bir pratik olarak algilanmasi1 saglanarak biitiin hayata yayilan
bir varolus bigimi, bir algi ve duyus bicimi oldugu gercegi 6zenle Ortbas edilir. Ne
de olsa tali bir yoldur. Ne kadar demokrat olursak olalim sonucta hosgoriilesi;
hosgoriiyle terbiye edilesi bir sapmadir.

Kendi mahremini edinememis topluma 6zel hayatin kutsalligi, dokunulmazlig
gibi kavramlar1 anlatabilmenin yolu yoktur. Mahrem denince aklina karisinin basi,
kizimin ki¢1 disinda bir sey gelmeyen halk, kisisel bir seriivenin kendi iradesi
disinda fas edilmemesi gerektigini nasil anlayabilir?

Reha Muhtar'in en ¢ok izlenen haber sunucusu olmasi bu toplum adina ¢ok sey
sOyliiyor. Tarkan'la patlak veren mahrem tartismasinin kilit noktas1 olan, 'kamusal
sahsiyetlerin 6zel hayatinin dokunulmazlig1 s6z konusu olamaz, medya yakaladig
yerde fas eder' 6nermesinin yavanligi medyamizin etik konusundaki kayitsizligini
bir kez daha acik ediyor. Tarkan'in bagina gelenler, popiiler olmanin mesru bedeli
olarak sunuluyor. Kevin Spacey'e, George Michael'a yapilanlar 6rnek gosteriliyor.
Boylelikle bu fotograflart yayinlayan medya kuruluslar kendilerine muadil olarak
batinin en ufak bir sayginlik ve giivenilirlik iddias1 tagimayan paparazzi basinini
gostermis oluyor. Tabii Muhtar emminin farki, bir santajciyla su¢ ortaklifina
goniil indirip Tarkan'in evinden calinma 6zel fotograflarim1 yayinlamis olmasi.
Kendisi de yilmaz bir santajci olarak sivrilen, halkin gdézbebegi Muhtar hakkinda
sOylenecek yeni soz kalmadi.Ahlakimiz, diiriistligimiiz bu adamdan soruluyor.
Tarkan'dan elbette gey 6zgiirliikk hareketinin bir militan1 olmasim bekleyemeyiz.

Dolayisiyla 'dolaptan ¢ikmak' icin basina boylesine cirkin bir sey gelmesini
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beklemis olmasi anlasilir. Oncelikle Mehmet Giil'iin saldirilarini karsilama iislubu
geng bir popiiler sanatcidan beklenmeyecek olgunluktaydi. Ama cerbezeli soylesi
ustalar1 tarafindan koseye sikistirildiginda tam bir 'kadinlarin adami' diline
sarilmasi, aceleyle koluna bir kiz takip ortaliga cikmasi siiriikklendigi zaafi
gosteriyordu. O gariban kizin fotograflar sonrast miithis bir gayretkeslikle onun
‘erkekligini garanti etme' cabalar ise hazindi. Ciinkii Tiirk halki sinsice de olsa
gayet iyi biliyor ki escinsellik burada sozii edilen erkek olma haline en ufak halel
getirecek bir durum degildir. Gencecik insanlar1 cinsel yonsemelerini fark ettikleri
andan itibaren yalan-dolana, kendi varoluslarina olan saygilarim yitirecek
maskelere muhta¢ kilan dil, canavarcadir. Heniiz yirmi yaslarinda bir delikanlinin
sonunda basimi karsisina toplayip hayatindan koparilip calinmis anlara sahip
cikmasi, bu riya oyunundan istifa etmesi nereden baksaniz kutlu bir igarettir.
Tarkan, gencecik yasinda farkinda olmadan toplumun cinsel arzu orgiitlenmesini
sarstt. Kan gibi kivirtigimi soyleyen adamlar, her firsatta eglence adina masa
iistlerinde gobek atan, kel ve sisman olduklar icin kimsenin kuskulanmadigi
erkeklerin temsilcileri. Toplumsal ahlaki koruma amaciyla escinselligin ¢oluk
cocugu Ozendirecegi iddiasiyla ortalifa cikanlarsa hi¢ utanmiyor. Diinyada
escinselligi bu kadar giptayla goéziinde biiyiiten bir kiiltir daha kalmadi.
Escinselligi bu kadar 6zenilecek bir yasam tarzi olarak gorenler kendi saibeli
heteroseksiielliklerinden decazip bir seriiven ¢ikarsalar fena mi olur?

Basimimizda rahathikla kullamilan ‘itiraf' sozciigii, escinselliginalgilanist
konusunda ¢ok 6nemli bir ipucu. Heteroseksiiel diinya escinselleri "itirafa" zorlar.
Itiraf beraberinde nedameti, heteroseksist diinyanin denetimine boyun egmeyi

getirir
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'GAY'

10/06/2001
Radikal

Kose Yazisi
ISMET BERKAN

Cuma giinii 6glenden sonra haber toplantisinda oturuyoruz. O sirada Sebnem
Iyinam'in Tarkan'la yaptig1 sdylesinin yer aldigi sayfanin ilk hali geldi. Bir resim
altinda gecen 'gay' kelimesine itiraz ettim, "Neden Ingilizce kullaniyoruz ki, neyse
Tiirkcesi onu yazalim" dedim. Bir siire, hangi kelimenin kullanilacagi konusunda
masada 'geyik' de yapildi ve sonunda Tiirkiyeli escinsellerin kendilerini 'gay’ diye
nitelemeyi tercih ettikleri goriisii agirlik kazandi, resimalti degistirilmedi.Bu
sadece Radikal'e o6zgii bir durum degil. Tiirkiye'de biitiin gazeteler 'gay'
kelimesini, altina hicbir aciklama yapmadan, ne anlama geldigini okuyucularina
hi¢ sdylemeden kullamiyorlar. Herhalde herkesin bu kelimeyi bildigi varsayiliyor.
'Homoseksiiel' ya da 'escinsel’ kelimeleri yerine nedense argodan gelen, iistelik de
Amerikan argosundan gelen 'gay' kelimesini tercih ediyor Tiirkler. Sadece Tiirkler
de degil. Fransa'da, Ispanya'da, italya'da, Almanya'da da bu kelime kullaniliyor
escinselleri nitelemek icin.

Birkag yil 6nce, hayli ciddi bir dergide escinseller i¢cin argoda kullanilan niteleme
stfatlarinin gelisim ve degisimini yorumlayan bir yazi okumustum. Amerikan
argosu, escinselleri asagilama konusunda hayli zengindi ama sonugta bu kelime
'hazinesi'nin i¢indeki kelimelerden biri olan 'gay' kelimesi, escinseller tarafindan
secilmis ve yaygin bicimde kullanilmaya baslanmisti. Onlar, kendilerinin bu
kelimeyle nitelenmesini istiyorlardi. Amerika'da escinsel kimligi bugiin 20 yil
Oncesine gore ¢ok daha kabul gérmiis ve toplum 'mormal'leri arasina girmis bir
kimlik oldugu igin, 'gay' kelimesinin argodan geldigi bile unutulmus gibi
goziikiiyor. Dolayistyla bu kelime ilk ¢iktigi zamandaki kotii ve asagilayici
anlamlarindan arinmig, bir normali ifade eder hale gelmis durumda.
Amerikalilarla ayn1 dili konusan Ingiltere'de escinseller igin kullamlan argo
sifatlarin gelisimi daha farkli bir ¢izgi izliyor ama artik orada da 'gay' kelimesi

yerlesmis durumda. Hatta bir zamanlarin asagilayic1 sifati 'quer’ de Ingiltere'de
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artik normallesme yolunda. Tiirk¢e argo da, escinselleri asagilamak i¢in bulunmus
cok sayida sifati igeriyor. Magazin meraklilari, "Tarabya'nin usaklari, Etiler'in
yumusaklar’' polemigini hatirlayacaktir. "Yumusak' Tiirkcede escinseller igin
kullanilan en 'hafif' sifatlardan biri. Bu sifatlarin hepsini burada siralamayacagim,
eminim okuyucularimin kelime hazinesi bunlar1 bilmeye yeterlidir.

Tiirkcede bunca sifat varken Ingilizceden sifat ithal etme arayisinin ardinda yatsa
yatsa, argo kelimeyi ehlilestirip kotii anlamlarindan siyirmak i¢in verilecek onca
miicadeleden kaytarma arayis1 yatiyordur herhalde. Burada, bana gelene kadar
kulaktan kulaga aktarilmis bir hikdyeyle yaziyr bitirmeme izin verin: Isvec'in
baskenti Stockholm'de basini ayrilik¢r Kiirtlerin ¢ektigi bir siyasi gosteri yiiriiyiisii
yapilacaktir vakti zamaninda. Bu yiiriiyiise Isvecli escinsellerin dernegi de
katilmak ister ve ylriiyiiste Tiirkge bir pankart tasimaya karar verir. Kendi
orgiitlerinin ismini bir tamdik aracilifiyla Tiirkceye cevirtirler ve yiiriiyiiste soyle
bir pankartla boy gosterirler: 'Isvecli g.tveren ve seviciler, hakli miicadelesinde
falanca orgiitii destekler.'

Evet, bir dilin argosundan ancak 6teki dilin argosuna ¢eviri yapilabilir.

182



APPENDIX D

THE NEWS ITEMS OF AKSAM ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

ONLAR DA AYNISINI BiZE YAPMIYOR MU!
09/09/2000
Aksam
Kose Yazisi
YALCIN PEKSEN

Amerikal1 escinseller olay1 olmasaydi elbette daha iyi olurdu ama madem ki oldu,

fazla biiylitmeye de gerek yok. Bizi 'ABD'li escinselleri cinsel kimliklerine
bakarak Kusadasi'na sokmadigimiz i¢in' elestirenlere, onlarin da bizi her Allah'in
giinii (cinsel kimligimiz yiiziinden) sinirlarindan geri ¢evirdiklerini hatirlatmamiz
gerek. Isin aslina bakarsaniz, diinyada 170 civarinda iilke varsa, bunlarin
neredeyse 150'si artik bize vize uyguluyor. Vizesiz gidenleri ise kapinin Oniine
koyuyorlar. Ornegin AB iiyesi iilkeler bizi, giiya 'AB'ye iiye olmadigimiz' igin
iceri almiyorlar. Oysa Amerika Birlesik Devletleri de Avrupa Birligi iiyesi degil
ama bugiine kadar sinirdan ¢evrilen bir tek Amerikali dahi yok.

ABD'yi ele alalim. Orasi1 da bize vize uyguluyor.

Neden?

Soylediklerine gore 'yabanci' oldugumuz i¢in. El insaf! Acaba ABD'de bir tek
'yvabanci' olmayan kisiye rastlamak miimkiin mii? Kizilderililer disinda herkes
Avrupali, Afrikali, Asyali vb. gibi go¢menlerden olusmuyor mu? Ve tiimiiniin
aklina 'Tiirk' denince hemen vize gelmiyor mu?

Bu tutumun ardinda yatan asil neden ise bana kalirsa cinsel tutumumuz; yani

karsi cinsel (heteroseksiiel) olusumuz.
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Gerc¢i icimizde escinseller de yok degil ama onlarin yurtdisina yerlesmek ve 'agir’
islerde calismak gibi bir niyetleri yok. Genellikle iilkede yasamay1 ve 'yumusak'
islerde (sahne sanatcilig1 veya otoyolkenari isciligi gibi) calismay1 yegliyorlar.

Siradan insanlar yani heteroseksiieller ise karst cinsi tercih ediyor.
Heteroseksiielligin sakincasi iste burada ortaya ¢ikiyor:

Iki heteroseksiiel asla iki kisi olarak kalmiyor. Hemen 3 kisi oluyor ve aradan
gecen zamana bagli olarak 4-5-6-7..20-30'a kadar ¢ogaliyor. Oysa iilkeye iki
escinsel sok, yasamlarinin sonuna kadar iki kisi kalsinlar.

Ornegin Almanya'ya iki tane karsicinsel Tiirk girse (ikisi de kars1 cinsten olmak
kosuluyla 10 yil sonra al bagina 10-12 Tiirk karsicinseli daha. Onlar da karsi
cinsle karsilastiklarnn zaman c¢ogalmak egiliminde olduklarindan ortaya iilke
ekonomilerini ¢okerten bir durum ¢ikiyor.

otk

'Heteroseksiiellikten hangi tilke ¢okmiis? ' diye sorarsaniz, size kendi iilkemizi
gosterebilirim..Hepimize daha diin gibi gelen Cumhuriyet'in 10. yilinda (1933'te)
'15 milyon olmakla' oviiniirken, gecen 67 yilda 70 milyona yaklastik. Bir¢cok
sorunumuzun kaynaginda iste bu egilimimiz yatiyor. O yiizden ben ABD'li
escinseller olayinin fazla biiyiitiildiigiine inaniyorum.

Benzer bir nedenle ayni davramisi, onlarin da bize her giin reva gordiiklerini

diistinliyorum.

KRiZ DONMELERI...- 1
26/08/2001
Aksam
Kose Yazisi
SAVAS AY

Ekonominin ters tepelek olusu. Krizin kezzaplamasi travestiligi patlatti. Yani bir
anlamda kriz travestilerini yaratti.iste kaniti. Tiirkiye'nin gozbebegi Istanbul.
Istanbul'un merkezi Taksim. Ve Taksim'in orta yerinde ise hafta sonu giinlerin
sabahinda 3 saatligine kurulup dagilan 'donme pazari.' Her sey, giin gibi asikar,

ortada, goz Oniinde oluyor bitiyor. Ne 'ne yapiyorsunuz?' diyen var, ne hesap

184



soran. Sabah saat 05.30'da agilan bu donme pazar 08.30'a dek siiriiyor. Alan
aliyor, satan satiyor, kimseden de gik ¢ikmiyor. Ciinkii polis de bikti, esnaf da.
Ciinkil yirmisini toplasan, ertesi giin 30 tane yenisi geliyor. Ciinkii travestilik
krize endekslendi. Sokak fuhusunun, yiikselen degeri haline gelen travestilik
biiyiik bir rant kapisina doniisiince pala biyikli, dev ciisseli bazi 'delikanli'lar bile

para kapmak icin 'doniiverdi.'

Yash zengin escinseller

Gece el ayak cekildigi zaman, Istanbul iistiine gece huyunu giyiyor. Eglence
merkezlerinde, 6zellikle de Beyoglu ¢evresinde sanki giin 15181 boyunca gizlenmis
ve ozellikle de gengleri yoldan ¢ikarip orgiitleyen. Uzerlerinden para kazanan
fuhus vampirleri, seks baronlan cikiyor ortaliga. Akl basinda eglenenlerin yani
sira, bu vampir giiruhu fuhustan. Aksam yol bulmak i¢in toy, cahil, gariban,
yoksul, bazilar1 da kendinden meyilli gengleri bin tiirlii kihga sokuyorlar. Kimi
yasli ve zengin escinsellere oglancilik-lolitacilik. Kimi donmecilik, grupguluk,
dayakeilik, saksofonculuk, rontgencilik hizmeti veriyor. Kimi Beyoglu'nun arka
sokaklarinda, travesti kuliipleri agiyor pitrak gibi. Cogu denetimden uzak bela-
pislik ve rezillik yuvasi bu mekanlarin. Pek ¢cok normal eglence yeri sinek avlayip
miisteri bulmakta zorlanirken, travesti kuliipleri kalabaliktan adam almiyor. Polis
yetkilileri devamli operasyon yapip bu rezillige son vermek i¢in ¢alisiyor, ancak
bir yolunu, bir yasa boslugunu bulan bazi isletmeciler kapidan olmazsa bacadan
girmeyi beceriyor. Talep olunca arz patlamasi da geliyor arkasindan. Kuliiplerde
calisan travestiler kazandiklari paranin cogunu bazi kuliipgiilerle paylagmak
zorunda kalmamak icin carka cikiyorlar. Bazilart da kuliiplerde calisabilmek i¢in
istenen giizellikte, kiyafette ve makyajda geri kaliyor. Onlar da kendilerini

sokaklara atiyor, orada miisteri artyor.

Insamn i¢i sizliyor

Eskiden sadece Elmadag- Osmanbey giizergahinda cark ¢ceken donmeler, simdi
Merter'den Kiiciikcekmece'ye, Tepebasi'ndan Vatan Caddesi'ne kadar her yerdeler
kiime kiime. Bazen operasyon yapiliyor iizerlerine. Ama cogu falcata, maket

bicagi, kezzap sisesi, kelebek bicak, musta ve bayiltici spreyler kullanarak
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direniyor. Bazen ka¢ip kovalama sirasinda vizir vizir gecen araglarin altinda kalip
paramparca oluyorlar. Bazen de iizerlerine 6zellikle araba siiriiliiyor.

Daha gecen gece bir tanesi kursunlandi malum. Ve hepsi ayaklandi. Bagirip
haykirarak dediler ki: 'Biz travesti genelevi istiyoruz. Ekmek paramizi yollarda
miisteri bekleyerek kazanmak, 6lmek istemiyoruz.' Iste, parsellenmis kuliiplerde is
bulamayan, bolgeye hakim diger travestiler tarafindan yol kenarlarina bile
sokulmayanlar Taksim Meydani'nda hafta sonu sabahlar1 kurulan bu pazarin
gediklileri. Barlardan, pavyonlardan eli bos ¢ikan ¢ikan bazi azimli hovardalar son
sanslarin1 gelip bu pazarda deniyor. Orada travestilerle pazarliga tutusuyor. Kimi
5 milyon kimi 10 milyon vermeye raz1 bir seans icin. Gidilen yerler ya kdhne otel
odalarn ya park kuytulari. Bazilarn arabalarin icinde de ircaat yapabiliyor

tenhaliklara park edip.

Travestilik ticaret olmamali

Ben suray1 acayim, burasi travesti kuliibii olsun demedim. Ama c¢alistirdigim
diikkana arada sirada travestiler gelmeye basladi. Biz de onlar da insandir, kotii
muamele yapmayalim dedik. Sonra baktilar ki ters muamele gormiiyorlar, o
yiizden sikca gelmeye basladilar. Konum itibariyle o tarafa doniismiis oldu.
Travestiler renkli insanlar. Sadece buraya travestiler gelmiyor. Onlar1 merak eden
insanlar da geliyorlar. Onlarin ambiansim1 koklamak, onlarin ambiansim
seyretmek isteyen insanlar da geliyorlar. Escinsellik ticaret olmamali yahut da ne
bileyim travestilik bir ticaret olmamali. Bu ticaret seklinde hayata aktariimamali.
Madem hayat tarzidir. Normal bir insana nasil davraniliyorsa onlara da oOyle
davranabilmeli. Yani onu saglamaya ¢aligmak gerekiyor. Ahmet Kural (Kuliip

Sahibi)

O diinyanin dilinden

Laco: Erkek miisteri. Geng erkek. Delikanl
Lubinya: Geng erkek escinsel. Geng travesti.
Koli: Cinsel iliski

Koli kesmek: Cinsel iliskide bulunmak.

Sipari: Para
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Paparoz: Polis

Alikmak: itirafgl olmak, konusmak.
Haspeniz: Konugsmamak, soylememek.
Baro: Paral1 erkek.

Gazoz: Geng oglan ¢ocugu.

Madi: Cinsel giicii zayif erkek.
Habezan: Parasiz erkek, bedavaci.
Cay: Geng kiz.

Ejderha: Uyusturucu.

Ejderha kovalamak: Uyusturucu i¢cmek.
Nas: Kagmak.

Habe: Yemek

Piiz: icki

Tiiz: Kalca

Duka: Erkek organt

Minca: Kadin organi

Bitirmeye calistyoruz

Ben ve ekiplerim ahlak ekipleriyle de koordineli olarak her giin her an bu
rezillikleri sonlandirmak i¢in ugrasiyoruz. Bir operasyonda goziinii kaybeden, bir
diger calismada ayag fel¢ olan iki polis arkadasimiz simdi malulen emekli...Biz
bu tiir kisilere yasalarin ve insan haklarinin elverdigi dl¢iide miidahale ediyoruz.
Elmadag yolu boydan boya trafige kapanip bakima alininca meydanda bir
kiimelenme oldu. Oray1 her zaman kontrol edip dagitiyoruz. Elimizden geldigince
kontrol ve denetim yapiyoruz. Ancak ne yazik ki olay polisiye tedbirlerle
caydirilmayacak kadar ekonomik ve sosyal yara boyutuna geldi. Insan bunlari
goriince hem kiziyor, hem de i¢i sizliyor.
Aykut Baltac1 (Beyoglu Emniyet Miuidiirii)
Sonug siirpriz degil

Size Tayvan 6rnegini vereyim. Asya Kaplanlari ortaya ¢ikip, ekonomik mucize

yaratmadan Once Tayvan ekonomisi ¢okmiis haldeydi. Ve halkin yarisi1 piyango
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biletine para yatiriyordu. Devlet bunu yasayla 6nledi orada. Bu bir ilging 6rnektir.
Ekonomi batar, issizlik ve yoksulluk artarsa genis insan yiginlar kolay para
kazanma yollarin1 dener. Burada olan da budur. Yasa dis1 faaliyetler kolay kazang
kapisidir. Uyusturucu, mafyalasma, gasp, darp, hirsizlik , kumar arttigi gibi fuhus
da artmaktadir. Seks ve eglence sektorii bazi yerlerden sivilce ucu verir, bu ¢ibana
doniisiir. Olayin temeli ekonomik ve sosyaldir. Su anda kisa vade i¢in 6nerilecek
bir sey de maalesef yoktur.

Dog. Dr. Arif Verimli (Psikiyatr)

SUBYAN PAZARI REZALETI- 2
27/08/2001
Aksam
Kose Yazisi
SAVAS AY

Elmadag Kavsagi'nda siibyan pazar kuruluyor her gece yarisi. Cogu yoksul
ailelerin cocugu 14-20 yas aras1 gencgler, Ozellikle yaslhi ve zengin escinsel
erkeklere 'hizmet' vermek iizere pazarda yerini aliyor. Son model arabalariyla
kavsakta kiimelenen genclerin yanina yanasan yasli gayler ve travestiler buradan
gozlerine kestirdikleri gencleri arabalarina alip evlere, otellere, garsoniyerlerine
dogru yola ¢ikiyorlar. Daha sabi siibyan yasta bu genclerin cogu bilingsizce
kapilmis bu tezgaha. Kolayina para kazanmak ugruna bazen sonu cinayetlere
varan bu tehlikeli batakliga kurban oluyorlar. Basta Beyoglu polisi olmak tizere
tim ilgili Emniyet birimleri araliksiz baskinlar, operasyonlar diizenliyor bu
pazarlara, ancak olay polisiye ve giinlilk tedbirlerle ©nii alinamaz halde
seyrediyor. Bedenlerini, alin terlerini yorup akitarak ekmek parasi kazanamayan,
clinkii ¢cogu issiz gezen ya da vasifsiz isci olan bu yoksul gencler, bir iki saat
icinde on milyonlar kazanacaklari bu yolu tercih ediyor ve 'beyaz kan'larim
akitircasina kirletiyorlar yasamlarini.

Escinsel cinayetleri

Gencecik cocuklarla girilen maceralarda kimi zaman kan da akiyor, cinayetler de

isleniyor. Hafizan1z1 yoklarsaniz bes yil i¢cinde once Manken Ajansi sahibi Deniz
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Tiiney'in, Taksim'de yoldan aldigi gen¢ iki 'laco' tarafindan hunharca
katledildigini. Gay bir sarkici olan radyo

solisti Ozdemir Hunca'nin 25 yerinden bigaklandigini. Devlet Tiyatrosu Sanatcist
Zeki Ercan'in 16 ve 17 yasindaki erkek fahiseler tarafindan sislendigini son olarak
da biiyiik bir 6zel lisenin Fransiz 6gretmeni Pele'nin Cihangir'deki evinde iliskiye
girdigi 17 yasindaki Haci Osman tarafindan telle bogularak oldiiriildiigiinii
amimsayacaksiniz. Cogu alt kiiltiir gruplarindan gelen delikanlilar, sinifsal statiisii
yiiksek gaylerle iliskiye girdikten sonra ya parasina tamamen ya da kirlenmis
duygusundan arinmak i¢in bir psikolojik patlama sonucu elini kana buluyor. Tek
tik de olsa durumdan vazife ¢ikarip: 'Bir pisligi temizledim' gibi sebepler ileri
stiren katillere rastlaniyor. Ancak nedense hepsi de 'pisligi'iliski kurduktan sonra

temizlemeye kalkiyor.

Travesti diisler

Travestilerin ¢ogu alkol ya da uyusturucu batagna saplaniyor zamanla. Iste
Tarlabasi'min  karanhk, dar ve tehlikeli sokaklarindan birinde, aldig1
uyusturucunun etkisiyle s1zip kalmis bir travesti. Kollarinda eski giinlerden kalma
jilet izleri var. Kimbilir belki diiglerinde de 'normal’ bir yasam?

Diin diindiir bugiin bugiin Taksim meydaninda hafta sonu sabahlarinda kurulan
dénme pazan ile ilgili haberimiz diin AKSAM'da tam sayfayayinlanmisti. Ancak
gordiik ki degisen sadece sahislar olmus. Travestiler de kol geziyor. Seksin ve
sokak fuhusunun her tiirlii 'servis elemanmi da. Duyarsizlik her yerde her an
toplumsal karakterimiz haline geldi. Biitiin sugu yanilip da burada gezinenlere
bulmayin sakin. Klasik bir laf gibi gelecek ama ne yazik ki gercektende sorun
'diizen' sorunu. Ve her isin bas1 egitim. Sonu; daha dogrusu ¢ikmaz yolu ekonomi.
Yani lafin kisas1 toplumsal ahlakimiz da krize girdi. Kucaktan kucaga uctum
nafile! Burast Amerika ya da Avrupa'da bazi goriintiilerini izledigimiz radikal
parklardan biri degil. Taksim Meydani'nda Metro Parki. 5 yildizli otellerin, kiiltiir
merkezlerinin en iri kiyim magazalarinin 6niinde yaninda bir meshur park yani.
Ve bu parkta sabahin saat 07.30'nda goriip izleyeni sasirtip iirkiitecek bigcimde

manzaralar. Iste yarim saatte bes flort degistiren gencecik giizel bir kiz. Tiiysiiz
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oglanlarin, travestilerin, lagolarin arasinda eglenip cosuyor. O'nun fuhus diinyasi

ile bir alakas1 yok belli ki. Sadece heyacan, hareket ve fantezi pesinde.

BiTiRIiN SU REZILLiGIi- 3
28/08/2001
Aksam
Kose Yazisi
SAVAS AY

Kentin ortasinda... Her giiniin sabahinda... Yamuk, yumuk iligkiler... Tiirlii ¢esit
rezillikler... Yaman otesi celigkiler... Tuh diyenler, yuh ¢ekenler... Ve suskun
yetkililer...

Once Taksim Meydani'nda 'Kriz Travestileri. Ardindan 'Siibyan Pazart'
haberimiz. Iki giin iist iiste tam sayfa rezillik fotograflari. Ardindan Beyoglu,
Elmadag, Harbiye esnafindan, ¢cevre sakinlerinden ve yiizlerce okuyucudan gelen
telefonlar, fakslar, e-mailler. Hepsi de bu utang tablosunu ortaya ¢ikardigimiz i¢in
tesekkiir edip, yetkilileri 6nlem almaya davet ediyor. Ve hepsi ¢esitli zamanlarda
gozlemledikleri baska rezillik anlarim naklediyorlar bize. Oysa konuyla
ilgilenmesi gereken hi¢ kimseden ti¢ giindiir '¢it' bile ¢ikmiyor. 'Mesele ekonomik.
Polisiye 6nlem ¢6zemez' deyip isin i¢inden ¢ikmak kolay geliyor olmali. Peki bu
rezilligin g6z Oniinde sergilenmesine mani olmak da mi zor? Bugiinden yarina
fuhus batakligin1 kurutun diyen yok elbette. Ama bir yerden baslamak i¢in de
vakit gecmiyor mu? Her giin, her dakika bu batak bir bagka ana baba evladini, bir
korpe fidan1 daha i¢ine cekmiyor mu? Daha

diin gece Harbiye'de radyo evinin tam karsisinda miisteri bekleyen bir grup
travesti pazarlikta anlasamadiklar1 gen¢ bir adama saldirmadilar m1? Bir tanesi
zulasindan cikardigr falcatayla gen¢ adamin yiiziinii ve dudaklarim1 paramparca
etmedi mi? Taksim Hastanesi'ne kanlar icinde kaldirilan o gen¢ adami ben
gordiim siz gormediniz mi? Eger gormedinizse gidin bir bakin. Anlattiklarini
dinleyin. Dehget anin1 nasil yagamis dinlerken siz de o aciy1 hissedin. Ya da... Ya

da ey efendi biraderler. Anli sanl isimler.
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Saygimiz sonsuz yetkililer. Huyumu az cok bilirsiniz. Bu is ya bitecek, ya
bitecek. Bakalim bu arada kim kalacak, kim gidecek?.. Gen¢ligim eyvaah!..

[Ik bakista babadan olup anadan dogarken kiz cocugu olarak diinyaya
gelmis.Yillar icinde biiylimiis serpilip boy atmis terii taze gibi gorebilirsiniz
onlari. Ama hayir. Onlar hayata 'cee' dediginde ana-babasi ve yakinlari: Yasasin
nur topu gibi bir oglumuz oldu diye sevinmisler. Sonraki yillarda giin gelmis
devran donmiis. Devranla beraber bu kardeslerimiz de 'donmiis.' U¢ giindiir bu
utang ve rezillik tablosunu gozler oniine sererek sizi bunalttigim igin isi biraz
sakaya vuruyorum ama olaylar felaket boyutlarina dogru siiriikleniyor. Her sabah
meydan dolusu travestiyi escinseli ve onlara musallat olan gencleri goriince
insanin i¢i sizlayip yiiregi burkuluyor ve bu olaylara goz tamigi olan herkes sanki

icinden ama ayni anda hep birlikte haykiriyor: Gengligim Eyvaah!..

Capariye takilan 'sazan'

Anakent Belediyesi hi¢ bir masraftan kacinmayip Istanbullular icin

Avrupai bir park haline getirdi burayi. Bura dedigim artik ezberlediniz; Taksim
metrosu iistiindeki park. Hani diisiindiiler ki yazin sicagi, giiziin serininde
ayaciklan karincalanan yash teyzeler, amcalar gelip biraz dinlensin. Sinav ¢ikist,
vize sonrasi, final ertesi yorgunu 6grenciler yavuklularin1 da alip bi soluklansin.
Lakin pek de dyle olmadi. Bakin iste burada gol yok, golet yok ama 'aynali sazan'
avlayan genc homoseksiieller var. Iste yoluna gideni yoldan eyleyen. Aklina
malum icraati diisiirennarin bedenli, tatli dilli ve belli ki adam ayartmakta pek
marifetli bir 'lubinya.' alemde bu olaya '¢apari atmak' tabir ediliyor. Yani ignesi
bol olta takimi. Baligin biri kacsa obiirii takiliyor igneye. Takilana da 'sazan'
deniyor. Bu arada sazan deyince aklima alakasiz bir Umit Yasar Oguzcan dizesi
geliyor. 'Cep delik, cepken delik Don delik, mintan delik. Kevgir misin be
kardeslik?..
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REZILLERi MAHVEDECEGIM- 4
29/08/2001
Aksam
Kose Yazisi
SAVAS AY

Savas Ay'in haberini okuyunca kanim dondu. Hemen telefona sarilip Istanbul
Emniyet Miidiirii'nii aradim. Bu tezgahi kuranlar dogduguna pisman olacak.

AKSAM gazetesinde travesti pazar1 ve fuhus g¢etelerinin tuzagina diisen cocuk
yastaki evlatlarimizi goriince sarsildim. Inanin kalbim sikist;, kanim dondu. Savas
Ay'in ortaya cikardigi ac1 gercek facia boyutunda. Ben Bakanligim siirecinde
ozellikle de sokak ¢ocuklarinin topluma kazandirilmalar i¢in biitiin kadrolarimla
insaniistii bir miicadele verdim. Ekonomik somiiriiye ya da egitimine zarar
verecek veya sagligl ya da bedensel, zihinsel, ruhsal, ahlaksal yonden c¢ocuklari
negatif etkileyecek her tiirlii faaliyete karsi ¢iktim. Pek ¢ok bolgede yetistirme
yurtlari, siginma evleri, cocuk yuvalart ve ilk adim merkezleri kurdum. Hayatimi
bir anlamda cocuklara adadim. AKSAM'in haberinde s6z konusu edilen aci
olaylara karsi ¢ikmak igin illaki bakan olmam da gerekmez. Kisisel yapim
itibariyle de boyle bir rezillie karsi kamimin son damlasina kadar miicadele
ederim. Bu kiigiiciik cocuklar, gencecik fidanlar1 bu kahredici batagin igine iten,
ceken, onlarin etinden, bedeninden, rant saglayan fuhus baronlarina, seks
mimarlarina, porno tacirlerine karsi topyekun seferberlik baslatacagiz. Sosyal
Hizmetler Kurumu, Emniyet birimleri, vakiflar, dernekler ve elbette duyarli halk
yiginlar1 omuz omuza bu isin hakkindan gelecegiz. Andimiz olsun! Bunu laf olsun
kabilinden sdylemiyorum. Bakin ne yapacagiz once bu tiir tezgahlarin icinde
bulunan tiim ¢ocuklar1 ve gengleri bir bir toplayacagiz. Onlarin evlerine gidip,
uzmanlarimizi, psikologlarimizi, pedagoglarimizi anne-babalariyla
goriistiirecegiz. Ebeveynlerimizi son bir kez uyaracagiz. Tekrar1 halinde ¢ocuklar
evlerinden alip kendi kurumlarimizda barindiracagiz. Sorumsuz davranan anne-
babalar da yargiya teslim edecegiz. Esas nefretimiz ve hismimiz bu cocuklari
fuhus batag: icine sokup iizerlerinden para kazanan cetelerle, sapik zevklerini

tatmin etmek i¢in korpecik bedenleri seks kolesi olarak kullanan bazi yaratiklara.
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Yaratik diyorum, ciinkii onlara insan demeye dilim varmiyor. Onlar statiilerini,
kabarik ctizdanlarim kullanarak cogu cahil egitimsiz ve yoksul delikanlilar, geng
kizlar1 ve biyig1 terlememis c¢ocuklan zevklerine kurban ediyorlar. Size ve
kamuoyuna Bakanligim ve hiikiimet adina s6z veriyorum ki, bu kisiler her kim
olursa olsun. Etiketleri, kartvizitleri ne olursa olsun, gézyaslarina bakmadan onlar1
teshir edecegiz. Bu rezilleri herkesin tamimasi, ahlaki degerlerimizin
orselenmemesi ve c¢ocuklarimizin mahvolmamasi i¢in biz bu rezilleri

mahvedecegiz.

Kaybolun laaaaaan!..

Fuhusgla miicadele, coplar1 ¢ekip, kili¢ kalkan ekibi gibi hamle yapmakla olmaz...
Cozim bir araya gelip diisiinlip uygulamakta.

Sabaha kars1 saat 04.00. Bir polis ekibi defalarca uyardigi halde bolgeyi terk
etmeyen fuhus elemanlaria karsi son ¢ereyi kullamyor. Tekdir ile uslanmayanin
hakki kotektir dercesine uzun coplariyla daliyorlar aralarma. Bir yandan da
bagiriyorlar: Dagilin ulaaaan!. Sizde hi¢ seref, namus yok mu? Sizin ana babaniz
yok mu?.." Ne yazik ki degisen hicbir sey olmayacak. Sopay1 goriince ¢il yavrusu
gibi kacisan gencler, ekip ayrilinca yeniden gelecek, toplanacaklar 'malum yerde'.
Bu cark, bu nafile kagma- kovalama- coplama boyle doniip gidecek. Ciinkii
¢Oziim vurup kirmak, doviip korkutmakta degil. Sorunun kokii cok daha derinde.
Ve sadece polisiye tedbirle basedilir gibi degil. Bakan Hasan Gemici namus sozii

verdi, bekliyoruz...

Kredi kartli fuhus

Alemdeki kod adi Dilan, 24 yasinda, [zmirli, lise 2'den terk. Altt yildir travesti.
Dort yildir fuhus yapiyor. Calisma yontemi 6zel arabasiyla ¢cark yapmak. Calistig
bolge Taksim, Elmadag, Harbiye, Osmanbey, Sisli, Mecidiyekdy hatti. Yani
alemdekilerin tabiriyle: Altin Yol. Rastlastigimizda sabah saat 06.30'du. I¢tenlikle
sordum, ictenlikle yanitladi. 'Ekmek parami ¢ikartmak icin ¢alisiyorum. Travesti
olmak benim tercihim degil. Bu bir zorunluluk, ¢iinkii Allah beni boyle yaratmis
erkek bedeni icine kadin ruhu girmis. Yillarca bu halimle beni kabul edecek bir is

aradim. Biitiin kapilar yiiziime kapandi. Fuhus sektorii disinda. Fuhus yapmaktan
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baska carem kalmadi. Ben de madem ki bu isi yapiyorum, en iyi en kaliteli sekilde
yaparim dedim. Kazandigim parayr dosta posta yedirmedim. Kumara,
uyusturucuya diismedim. Biriktirdim, biriktirdim, kendime harcadim. Sadece
silikonlarrm 2 milyar tuttu. Basimdaki sapkadan, taktifim gozliige kadar
markadir. Imitasyon koku kullanmay: ayip sayryorum. Haftada bir parfiim sisesi
bitiriyorum. Bizim ayakkabimizdan, takilarimiza kadar her seyimiz 6zel olmak
zorunda. Ve esnaf bize kazik atmay1 marifet sayiyor. Ben ev tutsam herkesinkinin
iki misli kira. Manavdan muz alsam ona 2 milyon, bana 4 milyon. Bakin kriz bizi
de vurdu. Aksam saat altidan beri ¢ark cekiyorum. Iki depo benzinim bitti. Sadece
2 miigteri buldum. Otele gittik. Ikisinden toplam 150 dolar kazandim. Herkes
dolarla gelmiyor. Tiirk parasi da kabul ediliyor. Baz1 arkadaslarimiz kredi kartiyla

calisiyor. Arabada kart makineleri var!..'

Anladiklar1 dilden konusmay biliriz!

28 Agustos 2001 tarihli yazinizi okudum.

Hassasiyetiniz ve kamuoyunun dikkatini konuya ¢ektiginiz icin sizi candan tebrik
ederim. Istanbul'un merkezinde gayri ahlaki pazarliklarmn alenen yapiliyor olmasi
biitiin yetkililerle beraber, bu toplumda yasayan herkesin problemidir. Yasananlar
sadece bu pazarliklarin muhataplarinin arasinda kalmamaktadir. Endisem odur ki,
bu sadece bir ahlak problemi olmaktan ¢ikmis, sehirli insam tehdit eden bir
giivenlik problemi haline gelmistir. Her giin televizyonlarda ve sokaklarda
gordiigiimiiz kanli bicakli travesti goriintiileri, toplum giivenligini tehdit altinda
birakmaktadir. Probleme sadece ekonomik sebep aramak, bana biraz probleme sirt
cevirmek gibi geliyor. Aksi takdirde ekonomik problem bitti mi bu problemin de
ortadan kalkacag gibi tutarsiz bir tezle yiizyiize kaliriz. Meselenin ahlaki, kiiltiirel
ve psikolojik altyapisi, bizim ¢oziim i¢in ugrasacagimiz en Oncelikle alanlar
olmalidir. Orada satilan kiiciik ¢cocuklarin, travestilerin, hatta cinsel sapkinliga
diismils insanlarin da bizim insanlarimiz oldugu gercegini kabul etmek
durumundayiz. Toplum, aileler ve tek tek her birey, bu mantalite ile olaya
yaklagmak durumundadir. Devletle beraber medyamizin, iiniversitelerimizin ve
goniillii kuruluslarimizin bu meseleye ortak bir sekilde egilme zorunlulugu vardir.

Bu meselede iizerimize diiseni sonuna kadar yapmaya hazir oldugumuzu
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bildirmek isterim. Anladiklar1 dilden konusmayi da biliriz. Sizi hassasiyetiniz i¢in

tekrar tebrik eder, basarilar dilerim.

TARKAN ESCINSEL OLSA YASATMAYIZ
18/04/2001

Aksam

Haber

llging ¢ikiglariyla tanman MHP Milletvekili Mehmet Giil'iin, iinlii pop miizik
sanat¢is1 Tarkan'a yonelik 'escinsel' iddialari, sarkicinin ilesini kizdirdi. Tevetoglu
ailesinin iiyeleri, 'Siilalemizde escinsel yasatmayiz, cocugumuzu da itham altinda
birakmay1z' diyerek ofkelerini dile getirdi. Tarkan'in dogum yeri olan Rize'nin
Ikizdere ilcesi Riizgarli kdyiinde oturan amcaoglu Hasan Tevetoglu, sanat¢inin
escinsellikle alakas1 olamayacagim belirterek, 'Mehmet Giil, boyle iddialar ortaya
atacagina, kendi isleriyle ugrassin. Bizim siilaleden bugiine kadar boyle bir sey
cikmadi. Arastirsin, belki kendi siilalesinde vardir' dedi. Sanat¢inin dayisinin kizi
Hiilya Tevetoglu da Tarkan'in kesinlikle escinsel olamayacagini savundu.
Ikizdere'de escinsellerin yasatilmayacagini dile getiren vatandaslar ise 'Tarkan ile
gurur duyuyoruz. Eger escinsel olsaydi c¢oktan oldiiriilmiis olurdu’ diye
konustular. Bahceli goriismedi Bu arada Tarkan, kendisine hakaret eden Giil'ii
sikayet etmek amaciyla diin MHP lideri Devlet Bahgeli'yi telefonla aradi. Ancak
Bahcgeli, Tarkan ile goriigmedi. Bunun iizerine Tarkan'in amcasinin oglu
Muhammet Tevetoglu, diin yapilan MHP Grup Toplantisi'na geldi. Bahgeli ile
goriigmeyi basaramayan Tevetoglu, sikayetini Genel Baskan Yardimecisi

Siileyman Servet Sazak'a iletti.
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"UZGUNUM'
11/05/2001
Aksam
Haber
MEHMET GUL

Pop miizigin yildizi Tarkan'a 'escinsel' diyen Mehmet Giil, tartismay1 tatliya
bagladi: Maksadimi agtim, tizgiiniim. Diinyaca {inlii pop yildiz1 Tarkan ile MHP
Istanbul Milletvekili Mehmet Giil arasinda yasanan 'escinsel tartismasi' tatliya
baglandi. Tarkan ile ilgili sozlerinde 'maksadini astigin1' sdyleyen Giil, 'Kendisini
ve ailesini iizdiigiim i¢in lizgiinim. Demek ki ben yanilmigim' dedi. Tarkan'in
amcasinin oglu Muhammed Tevetoglu da Giil'e tesekkiir ederek, konunun artik
kendileri i¢in kapandigini soyledi.

Aksam Gazetesi Ankara Temsilcisi Emin Pazarci'nin TV8'de yayinlanan BAKIS
programina katilan Mehmet Giil ile 'escinsel' benzetmesi yaptigi iinlii sanatci
arasindaki buzlar eridi.

Biiyiik tartismalara neden olan roportajinda Tarkan1 olumlu bir 6rnek olarak
gosterdigini savunan MHP'li Giil, sunlan soyledi: 'Tarkan diinya capinda bir
sanat¢i oldugu icin onu olumlu bir O6rmek olarak gostermek istedim. Ama
maksadimi astim. Demek ki ben yanilmisim. Bu olaydan sonra, benim hakkinda
olumsuz sozler soyledigi iddia edilen agiklamalarina ragmen Tarkan'in tavrim
begendim. Daha sonra Tarkan hakkinda bir tane olumsuz bir aciklama da

yapmadim. Ben Tarkan'in konserlerini de dinledim.

Diinya ¢apinda bir tanitim yapiyor.

Ben aslinda biraz da son imajini elestirmek istemistim." Kendine dikkat etsin.
Mehmet Giil'iin bu sozleri lizerine programa telefonla katilan Tarkan'in amcasinin
oglu Muhammed Tevetoglu da milletvekiline tesekkiir etti. Tevetoglu, 'Bu
yaklagimi nedeniyle sayin milletvekiline tesekkiir ederim. Sagduyulu davrandigi
icin de tesekkiirler. Milletvekilimiz yanlis anlasildigim sdylemis oldu. Az once
Tarkan telefonla aradim. Aile olarak biz bu meseleyi ¢ozdiik. Bu konu artik

bizim i¢in kapanmistir' diye konustu. Mehmet Giil ise Tarkan'1 ve ailesini kirdig
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icin tzinti duydugunu ifade ederek 'Tarkan'in ailesini, Ozellikle annesini
tizdiigiim i¢in tizildiim.
Yazik kadincagiz o da iiziildii. Bundan sonra Tarkan da dersini alsin, ben de.

Kendine dikkat etsin, efemine davranislar i¢ine girmekten kacinsin' dedi.

Tarkan, 'kuzu'sunu dinletti.

Merakla beklenen yeni single'lnin hazirliklarini tamamlayan Tarkan, yakin
dostlarina 'Kuzu Kuzu' adli sarkisini dinletti. Tarkan'in yeni parcasi, dostlarindan
tam not aldi. Unlii sanatg1, gecen aksam Samdan Gece Kuliibii'nde iinliilerin dis
hekimi olarak bilinen Galip Giirel'in esi Berna Giirel'in dogum giinii partisine
katildi. Gecede eglenen konuklar, sanat¢iya yeni sarkisini dinlemek istediklerini
sOyledi. Israrlara dayanamayan Tarkan da, diin gece bitirdigi yeni single'in1 evden
getirtti.

[k kez Samdan'da calinan 'Kuzu Kuzu' adli sarki, konuklarca ¢ok begenildi. Bes
sarkilik single'in 17 Mayis'ta miizik marketlerde yer alacagi 6grenildi. Bu arada
{inlii sanatc1 Mustafa Sandal, dogumgiinii partisine Tugba Unsal ile birlikte geldi.
Davete katilanlar arasinda arasinda Aysegiil Dingkok, Sedat Aloglu, Halis-Alev
Komili, Jefhi-Yasemin Kamhi, Eser-Samra Tiimen, Asli Ilicak ve nisanlis1 Ali
Yemeniciler de yer aldi. Davetin ardindan Tarkan da dahil biitiin konuklar 6n
kapidan ¢ikarken, Galip ve Berna Giirel ¢ifti arka kapidan gizlice gitmeyi tercih

etti.
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APPENDIX E

THE NEWS ITEMS OF SABAH ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

BUROKRAT ORTALIGI KARISTIRDI
08/09/2000

Sabah (Kusadasi)

Haber

Elazig Valisi Osman Aydin'mn Igisleri Bakanligi Miistesariyken koydugu "Gay
yasagl" yiiziinden ¢ikan skandalda, Tiirkiye'nin itibarin1 Turizm Bakanm1 Mumcu
ve Icisleri Bakam Tantan kurtardi. U¢ ay once gay'ler icin Akdeniz turu
diizenleyen Tura Turizm'in diizenledigi tur daha baglamadan skandallar baglamisti
bile. Istanbul ve Aydin Valilikleri, icisleri Bakanlikligi'na basvuruda bulunarak,
nasil hareket etmeleri gerektigini sordu. Donemin igisleri Bakanhigi Miistesar
Yardimcist, simdiki Elazig Valisi Osman Aydin, 11 Agustos giinii hem Istanbul
hem Aydin Valilikleri'ne gonderdigi bir yaziyla Pasaport Kanunu'nun 8.
maddesine gore gay'lerin Tiirkiye'ye sokulmamasi talimatini verdi. Icisleri'nin
koydugu yasak, kisa siire sonra acenta tarafindan gayri resmi olarak 6grenilince,
yogun bir telefon diplomasisi yasandi. Acenta TURSAB'A basvuruda bulunarak,
yasagin kaldirilmasi igin yardim istedi. TURSAB da Turizm Bakam1 Mumcu'ya
basvurdu. Mumcu, " Gergcekten boyle bir yasak var mi yok mu 6grenin ondan
sonra gereken her tiirlii yardimi yaparim" dedi. TURSAB Yoéneticileri bu kez
Aydin ve Istanbul Valilikleri'nden bilgi almaya calisti. Yamt: "Yasak yok. Gay'ler
rahat¢ga gelip dolasabilirler"di. Ancak gay'leri tasiyan Olimpic Voyager gemisi
onceki giin Kusadasi Limanima yanasinca olan oldu. Skandal iizerine Tura
Acentas1, TURSAB ve Turizm Bakan1 Erkan Mumcu arasinda yogun bir telefon

trafigi yasandi. Mumcu, hemen Icisleri Bakam Tantan aradi. Nevsehir'den
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helikopterle Ankara'ya donmekte olan helikopteri arizalanmig, Kirikkale yakinina
zorunlu inis yapmisti. Bu nedenle saglikli iletisim kurulamadi. Mumcu, Aydin

Valisi Muharrem Goktayoglunu aradi ancak bir ise yaramadi.

Imdada Tantan yetisti

Mumcu'yu ilk firsatta arayan Tantan, "Ogrenip hemen duruma miidahale
edecegim" diye s6z verdi. Miistesar Yardimcis1 Osman Aydin imzali genelgeyi
Ogrenen Tantan, sinirlenerek hemen yasagi kaldirdi. Ayrica herhangi bir saldiri
ihtimaline kars1 giivenligi saglamak iizere koruma tahsis edilmesi talimatim verdi.
Bunun iizerine rotasin1 Rodos'a ¢eviren Olympic Voyager gemisi de Istanbul'a
yoneldi. iki bakan arasinda bu trafik yasamirken, ii¢iincii bir bakan daha devreye
girdi. Aydin milletvekili, Devlet Bakan1 Yiiksel Yalova, Kusadasi'ndaki

olay1 dgrendigi sirada Aydin Valisi'nin yanindaydi. Yalova,Vali'yi uyards. Icisleri
Bakani'n1 da arayan Yalova da, Tantan'in helikopterde olmasi nedeniyle hemen
iletisim kuramadi. Ertesi sabah Ankara'da Bakanlar Kurulu toplantist olmasina
ragmen, donmek yerine bolgede kalip hem kurtulus torenlerine katildi hem de

gelismeleri takip etti.

MHP'den genelgeye destek

Escinsellerin polis tarafindan toplanmasina MHP'den destek geldi. MHP Istanbul
Milletvekili Mehmet Giil, "Birakacaklar1 para eksik olsun. Bu isin AB'ye girmekle
alakas1 yok. Turizm, dejenerasyon degildir. Sapiklar, Yunan Adalari'ndaki sapik
kamplarina gitsin" dedi. Giil, gay turizmine yol agilmasinin Tiirk ¢cocuklarinin ve
genclerinin ahlakini bozacagini soyleyerek ekledi, "Gaylerin Tiirkiye de ne isi var.
Yeter artik, dejenerasyona bu kadar acik bir iilke olmayalim. Iki erkek de sokakta
opiiserek gezme ciiretini gostermesin. Bizdekiler zaten bize yetiyor" Ulkii
Ocaklar1 Baskanm Atilla Kaya da, polisin homoseksiielleri toplamasim isabetli bir
uygulama olarak degerlendirdi. Kaya, "Tiirkiye'de zaten bu konuda yeteri kadar
dejenarasyon olugmus. Bir de yurt disindan bunlarin gelip sokaklarda istedikleri
gibi dolagsmalarina m1 izin verilsin? Tiirk polisi iizerine diiseni yapmis. Turizmi
zivanadan ¢ikma noktasina gotiirmemek lazim. Bu kisiler kiiltiirel ve manevi

degerlere zarar verdigi gibi saglik acisindan da sakincalidir.”
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'Dehsete kapildik'

Diinyanin 6nde gelen haber ajansi Reuters, sozkonusu olaya oldukca genis yer
verdi. REUTERS ABD'li escinsellerin Kusadasi'na sokulmamasini, "Tiirk polisi,
Amerikali escinsellerin Ege'deki liman ziyaretini engelledi" baslig: ile duyurdu.
Christopher Marquis, imzasini tasiyan haber soyle devam etti:

"ABD Disisleri Bakanligi ve gay'larla konusan kisilere gore polis Tiirkiye'yi
ziyaret eden en biiyiik escinsel gemisinin yolcularimi gemilerine gitmek iizere
otobiislere bindirdi. ABD'li diplomatlar Tiirk Disisleri Bakanligimi ABD'li
turistlerie seks tercihleri nedeniyle kotii davramilmasini porotesto etti. ABD
Disisleri Bakanlhi@i  sozciilerinden Philip Reeker, "Tiirkiye turlarinin
engellenmeden devam etmesini istedik" dedi. Reeker, polisin hareketini dogrulad
ve "Bu hareket karsisinda dehsete kapildik. Bu yiizden Tiirk yetkililerle temas
kurduk" diye konustu.

Tiirkiye'nin Washington Biiyiikelciligi Sozciisii Sensu Yemisci, Tiirkiye'nin
escinsellere hosgoriilii olmadig iddiasina itiraz etti ve Samos yakinlarinda olan
Bodrum plajlarinin homoseksiieller arasinda popiiler olduguna isaret etti. Polisle
ilgili iddialar1 ise sagcma Onyargi olarak nitelendirdi. "Tiirkiye'de yiizbinlerce
homoseksiiel var" diyen Yemis¢i, soyle devam etti: "Muhtemelen siradan insanlar
onlari ¢ok fazla sevmiyor ama bu birsey fark ettirmez."

Demokrat Parti yandaslarindan escinsel David Mixner, Tiirkiye'deki tur operatorii
ile konustu ve Tiirk polisinin turistleri cinsiyetleri yiiziinden izin vermedigini
sOyledigini iletti. Mixner, merkezi Los Angeles de bulunan organizasyon sirketi
Atlantis Events operatorii Rich Cambell'in "Gemiye izin vermediler c¢iinkii
escinseldiler. Bu bir sir degil. Bundan baska da bir sorun yok. Uygun olmayan bir

davranis ya da siirtiisme yok. Onlar turist" dedigini de acikladi.

'‘Bu bir iletisim kazast'

Turizm Bakam Erkan Mumcu, sektor temsilcilerinin sorunlarimi dinlemek icin
gittigi Izmir'de Altinyunus Oteli'nde Cesme'li turizmcilerle biraraya geldi. Tiirk
turizminin son donemini degerlendiren, kimi zaman turizmcilere catan Bakan
Erkan Mumcu, daha sonra Kusadasima gelen ancak Efes'i gormelerine izin

verilmeyip gemilerine geri gonderilen ABD'li escinsel turistlerin basina gelenlerle
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ilgili olarak da agiklamalarda bulundu. Turizm Bakanm1 Mumcu, s6zkonusu olayla
ilgili olarak "Baz1 biirokratlar bunu asayis sorunu olarak goriiyor. Ama
Tiirkiye'nin imaj sorununu goremiyorlar. Bu bir iletisim kazasidir, simdilik

gecmis olsun diyorum" dedi.

ISTANBUL'DAKi DAHA BUYUK BiR KEPAZELIK
08/09/2000
Sabah (Kusadasi)
Kose Yazisi
CAN ATAKLI

Tiirkiye ne cekiyorsa, akli selim sahibi, bilgili, gorgiild, kiiltiirlii, akilli, zeki,
ahlakli (!) devlet memurlarindan c¢ekiyor. Onlar sayesinde hem ahlakimiz
kurtuluyor hem de iilke batakliga batmaktan kurtuluyor. Bakin son Ornegini
Kusadasi'nda gordiik. Ulkeyi ahlaksizliktan korumak isteyen iistiin nitelikli
yetkililerimiz (!) i¢inde eight hundred escinsel yolcunun bulundugu Olimpic
Voyager adli gemiyi geldigine gelecegine pisman ettiler. Gemideki escinsellerin
Tiirk topraklarinda dolasmasi sakincali bulununca, kurulan polis barikati ile
yolcular gemiye hapsedildi. Tiirk turizmine, Tiirkiye imajina bundan daha biiyiik
bir kotiiliik yapilamaz herhalde. Bir kere, kime ne turistin escinsel olmasindan?
Ozel otobiislerle Selcuk'a, Efes harabelerine gidecek turistlerin kalacaklar1 birkac
saat icinde Tiirklerle iliski kurabilmelerinin ve ahlaki bozmalarinin imkam var
m1? Boyle diisiinen bir kafa saglam olabilir mi?

Olamaz tabii.

Pekiii, ayn1 gemi Istanbul'a gelince yapilanlara ne demeli? Amerika'dan agir bir
azar isitince elleri ayaklar1 dolasan yetkililerimize ne diyecegiz simdi? Bir giin
once Kusadasinda yere bastirilmayan Amerikalilann bu kez kirmizi halilarla
karsilamak, agizlarma lokumlar sokusturmak olacak is degil. Ne diinyanin
tepkisini ¢ekecek bicimde insanlar asagilayip basimizi sikintiya sokalim, ne de
asagilik duygusu icinde korkuya kapilarak kendimizi ayaklar altina atalim. Tabii

ne yaparsak yapalim, Kusadasi rezaletinin hesabi1 bize agir fatura
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ile geri donecek. Nedeni basit, bir iilkeye turist sokulmamasi her iilke i¢in
haberdir. Ama eger bu turistler bir de escinselse daha da haberdir. Bu haberler
biitin diinya gazete ve televizyonlarinda yer alacak. Ustelik Istanbul'daki
kepazelik de mizah elemani olarak haberlere eklenecek. Diinyadaki escinseller
artik son derece oOrgiitlii ve etkin. Korkarim simdi Tiirkiye aleyhine kampanya
baslatilacaktir. Bir ufuksuzluk adina bunlara deger miydi acaba? Isin bir de "insan
haklar1" boyutu var. Artik gelismis iilkelerdeki anlayis; nasil irk ayrimini en agir
su¢ kabul ediliyorsa, cinsel tercihlerin asagilanmasimi da Oyle goriiliiyor. Bu
nedenle escinselleri, sirf bu 6zellikleri nedeniyle itip kakmak, ayr1 bir insanlik

sucu. Biz de bu sucu islemis olduk. Buna kizanlariniz ¢ikabilir, ama bu boyle.

ERKEKLIK GOSTERIiSi GERIi TEPTI
08/09/2000
Sabah (Kusadasi)

Kose Yazisi
GUNGOR MENGI

Giindemimiz masallah "incir ¢ekirdegini doldurma tesisi" gibi calisiyor. Son
isglizarlik Kusadasi'nda kendini gosterdi ve polis 833 Amerikali escinseli getiren
geminin yolcularini disar1 birakmadi. Ulkemizi bin tiirlii ayirimeiligin cehennemi
olarak gosterip suclayan Tiirkiye diismanlarina yeni bir koz verildi. Aydin Valisi,
"bakanliktan gelen emri uyguladiklarin1” séyledi ama Washington ayaga kalkinca
Icisleri Bakam Tantan duruma miidahale etti ve escinseller Istanbul'da kirmizi

halilar serilerek karsilandi.

Simdi su ilkel tepkinin maliyetine bakin:

Polis Kusadasi'nda "Burasi erkek bir milletin topragidir" diye escinselleri
indirmedi. Washington biiyiikelciligimizin sozciisti ise, gilya savunma yaparken
"erkeklik" iddiamiz1 yerle bir eden seyler soyledi:

"Tiirkiye'de yiiz binlerce escinsel var. Siradan insanlar onlar1 sevmez ama bu,
ayrimcilik nedeni olmaz!"

Isgiizarhigin bedelini gordiiniiz mii?
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UCUNCU CIiNS BiZE UYMAZ!
19/01/2001

Sabah

Haber

Meclis, travestilerin niifus ciizdanlarina 3-4-3 koduyla 'iigiincii cins' olarak
girmesine kars1. Vekiller 'bizim ahldkimiz bunu kaldirmaz' diyor. MECLIS igisleri
Komisyonu diin, niifus ciizdanlarindaki bilgilerin kodlanmasma iligkin
uluslararasi1 sozlesmeyi benimsendi. Sozlesmeye gore taraf iilkeler diledikleri
takdirde, kadin ve erkek cinsiyetinin yani sira travestileri de iiciincii cins olarak
niifus clizdanlarinda gosterebilecekler. Kimlik kartlarinda travestiler i¢in 3-4-3
kodu kullanilacak. Ancak Tirkiye, onay verdigi soézlesmenin bu boliimiinii
uygulamayacak.

Komisyon yetkilileri, Tiirkiye'de bu kodun kullanilmayacagini, kisilerin erkek ya
da kadin olarak niifus ciizdanlarinda yer almasi uygulamasina devam edilecegini
soyledi. Ancak yine de tasar1 kanunlastiginda, travestilerin bu kodu kullanma

talepleri giindeme gelecek ve tartisma yeniden alevlenecek.

IHTIYAC OLURSA

TBMM Icisleri Komisyonu Baskam1 Mehmet Pak, Tiirkiye'de kullanilan
kimliklerde cinsiyetin bugiine kadar erkek ve kadin olarak yer aldigin1 ve bundan
sonra da Oyle olacagimi belirterek, "Bizim kimliklerimize {igiincii cins yazilmasi
s0z konusu degil. Ama iiciincii cins diger iilke kimliklerinde oldugu i¢in s6zlesme
ile taniniyor. Uluslararasi belgelerde ihtiya¢ varsa kodlamalar kullanilacak " dedi.
Adalet Bakan1 Hikmet Sami Tiirk ise "Bazi iilkeler ayni cinsten insanlarin
evliligine imkan veren diizenlemeler yaptilar. Ancak bizim ahlaki anlayisimiz
buna imkan tanimiyor" diye konustu. Elhamdiilillah Tiirkiye'de bu sorun yok!

Ali Oguz (FP): Tiirkiye'de erkek ve kadin disinda ii¢iincii cins sorunu yok.
Uluslararasi bir yanlis. Bizde elhamdiilillah yok.
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Ibrahim Ozsoy (ANAP): Bizim orf ve adetlerimize ters. Uciincii cins cinselligin

disinda.

Tamer Kanber (DSP): Bu sekilde Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti kimligi olamaz.

Hasari Giiler (MHP): Birakin isteyen istedigi cinsi kimligi alsin.

Kemal Celik (DYP): Tiirkiye sézlesmeye imza att1, geregini yapmali. Ugiincii

cinsin olmasini kimse istemez ama gercek.
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APPENDIX F

THE NEWS ITEMS OF POSTA ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

'ESCINSEL' KiMDiR?
14/09/2000
Posta
Kose Yazisi
GULER KAZMACI

Kusadasi'ndaki "escinsel krizi" kapandi sanmaymn. Internette karsilastigim
Amerikali avukat, doktor, artist v.b gibi "kiiltiirli" insanlar Cottarelli'yi, IMF'yi
falan tanimiyorlar. Ama escinsellerin Tiirkiye'ye Once alinmayip, sonra da
ayaklarina kirmizi hal serildigini "kahkahalarla" biliyorlar. Hem bu "cok erkek"
tavirli konuyu sekizyiiz adet escinsel turistin, sekizyiiz yerde, sekizyiiz defa konu
edecegi mutlak. Ancak erkek escinselleri iceri almayan Kusadasi'min, bir ya da iki
yil kadar evvel kadin escinselleri getiren gemiyi "sevgiyle" karsiladigin1 hatirliyor
musunuz? Yiizlerce orta yasli lezbiyen, elele kolkola sokaklarda gezinmislerdi ve
"huzur i¢inde" aligveris yapip yemek yemislerdi. "Diizen" erkek egemen ya, kadin
escinselleri bagrina basiyor. Erkek escinsellerden ise "kendi erkekligi" incinmis
gibi rahatsizlik duyuyor. Zaten "fena halde erkek" kismi lezbiyenlerden pek
hoslanir. Hatta "kadin kadina" iligkiyi diisiinmekten, o kadinlarla yatakta kendisi
berabermis gibi "6zel" bir keyif alir. S6zkonusu olan erkek escinseller ise, sanki
"bu is" kendi basina gelmis gibi "namus keser" ve hiddetlenir. Aslinda bu
"durmus" kafanin adamlar1 erkek escinselleri "iyi tanimazlar". Bunlara gore erkek
escinseller yollarda fuhus yapan travestiler veya barlarda sarki soyleyen "kadin
tipli" adamlardir. Pala biyikli, genis omuzlu, "vurdu mu oturtan" tipten erkek

goriiniimlii escinselleri bilmezler. Aynen kadin ya da erkek gibi delice asik olan,
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sevdigine baglanip sadik kalan, uzun seneler evli gibi birlikte yasayan escinselleri
akillar1 almaz. Devlet erkaninda, politikada, biirokrasinin her kademesinde "evli
barkli" erkek escinsellerin yasadigin1 gormez. Ayrica "erkek erkege" iliski kurarak
sokaktaki travestiyle yatanlarin da "bir cesit escinsel” , oldugunu asla diisiinmez.
Bu tiir "fazla" escinsel diismani adamlar psikolojide LATENT denilen bigimde
"gizli" escinsellerdir. "I¢indeki orospulugun” uyanacagindan korkup orospulari
nefretle asagilayan kadinlar gibidirler. Erkek escinselleri asagilayip hirpalayarak,
kendi icindeki "homolugun" ortaya c¢ikmasmna engel olurlar. Sonugta ben
escinselleri memlekete almayip "kim bu adam?" diye merak edilen yasakci

biirokrat1 hi¢ merak etmiyorum. Ciinkii "bunlardan" ¢ook var.

TURKIYE' NiN MASKESi DUSTU
16/09/2000
Posta

Kose Yazisi
MEHMET ALI BIRAND

Tiirkiye gectigimiz haftalarda gercek yiiziinii saklayamadi. Maskeler diistii.Hem
de iki defa...

[lki, escinsellere yapilan muameleydi. Biitiin tarihi boyunca, escinsellige gizli
kapakli oldugu siirece goz yummus, hatta hoslanarak uygulamis, aciga ¢iktiginda
ise barbarca iistiine yiiriimiis bir toplum olarak maskemiz diistii. Insanlarin 6zel
hayatlar kimseyi ilgilendirmez nutuklar1 unutuldu ve polis, Amerikali escinselleri
derbest etti. Bati basini, ABD Disisleri Bakanligi ayaklaninca, hemen yine
maskeler takildi ve adamlar Istanbul'da kirmizi hali ile karsilandilar. Aslinda,
gercek Tiirkiye'yi escinselleri polisle kovalatan zihniyet temsil eder. Simdi bir
siire maskeli dolasacagiz. Sonra birgiin yeniden diisiiverecek. Diisen bir diger
maske, Helsinki Yurttaglar Dernegi ile ilgili. Canakkale'deki yaz okuluna katilmak
tizere gelen yabanci gruplarin arasinda, Ermenilerin de bulunmasi iizerine

toplantinin yasaklanmasi olay...
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Neresinden tutarsaniz tutun, dokiilen ve Tiirkiye'yi kiiciik diisiiren bir karar.
Hangi tas kafali zihniyetin, hangi dar gorisli yetkilinin emriyle alindi,
bilemiyorum. Bildigim, demokrasiden ve insan haklarindan s6z eden, sivil toplum
orgiitlerine daha fazla olanak saglanacagi vaadinde bulunanlarin maskelerinin
diistiigii ve gercek yiizlerinin ortaya ciktigidir. Helsinki Yurttaslar Dernegi, Murat
Belge'nin kurdugu ve sirtinda tasidigi bir sivil toplum oOrgiitiidiir. Uluslararasi
alanda cok saygin, cok etkili ve gercek demokrasilerdeki gibi bir dernektir.
Demek ki, bazi1 kafalar tarafindan Tiirkiye'ye layik goriilmemis yasakcilarin, oteki

Tiirkiye'yi yaratanlardan hig farklar1 yok.
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APPENDIX G

THE NEWS ITEMS OF AKIT ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN THE
THESIS

NAMUSLULAR DA NAMUSSUZLAR KADAR CESUR OLMADIKCA!-B

12/06/2001

AKkit

Kose Yazisi

HASAN (GAZETECI) KARAKAYA

Bir devlet, “fahise”ye vesika veriyor, “fuhsiyyat”tan kazanmilan o paraya da,
“vergilendirilmis kazang kutsaldir!” goziiyle bakiyorsa, olacagi budur!

Ve son Ornek;

Bir devlet, el koydugu bankaya ait “porno TV kanali”n1 igletmeye halad devam
ediyorsa ve o “seks filmi kanali”ndan evlere her gece “lagim” akmaya devam

ediyorsa, olacagi budur!..

Boyle bir iilkede;

Nasil ki, cinsel iligkiyi “meslek” haline getirmis bir “fahise”’ye, agikca “orospu”
demek sucsa, Tarkan’a da “sifat” bulmak, elbette gii¢ olur!

ADINI KOYALIM!

Benim isyanim suna:

Bir “genelev kadini”na veya yol kenarinda miisteri bekleyen ‘“kadin/erkek
fahise”lere niye “orospu” denilmiyor da, “hayat kadin1” denilip, yumusatiliyor bu
sifat?..

Ne demek hayat kadim?

“Hayat” mu veriyor, yoksa ocak mi1 sondiiriiyor bu kadinlar?
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Bu c¢esit “sirinlestirme” ile, yapilan “fahiselik” ve onun getirdigi ‘‘ahlaki

tahribat” ortadan mi kalkiyor?

-Meslegin ne? “Hayat kadinlig1!”

Sunun adin1 tam koyalim ki, “genelev’de veya “yol kenarlari”’nda beklesenler,
yaptiklar isin “fuhus”, kendilerinin de birer “fahise” oldugunu bilsin artik!
Bakiyorum da;

Yaptiklan is, sanki “iyi bir sey”’mis gibi, “anlayis” ve “tesvik” goriiyor bazi
“entel”’lerden!.. Kimine “hayat kadin1” diyorlar, kimine de “telekiz” sifatin1 uygun
goriiyorlar!..

“Sevicilik” de, “lezbiyenlik” oldu, iyi mi?

Oysa, yapilan isler “saygiya layik” degildir!

“En eski meslek” oldugu iddias1 da, yapilan isin “orospuluk™ oldugu gercegini
ortadan kaldirmaz!

Bu;

Kadin da olsa boyle, erkek de olsa boyle!

PEZEVENK “BAY”LAR!

Bunlara ses ¢ikarmaya ¢ikarmaya, anlayis gostere gostere o hale geldik ki;

Kadin pazarlayan “pezevenkler” de, bir siire sonra “pezo” diye anilmaya, daha
sonra da “beyefendi” olarak ¢agrilmaya baglandi!..

Ne yani;

Adam kar satiyorsa “pezevenk’tir! Kendi karisin1 veya yakinini pazarlayan da
“deyyus-u ekber”dir!

Bunu yumusatmanin, “boynuzlu” veya “geyik” diyerek ge¢istirmenin alemi ne?..

Tipki;

Argoda cok daha agir1 olan, ama yazmaya dilimin varmadigi “ibne”lere
“homoseksiiel” veya “escinsel”, ya da “yumusak” demek gibi!..

NIYE ITHAL SIFAT?

Bu, agikca soylensin ve bunlar “tesvik” degil, tam aksine “teshis” edilsin ki, bu
“sapiklik” icinde olanlar bilsinler yaptiklar1 kepazeligin, igrencligin ne menem bir

sey oldugunu!..
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Onlara, bunca “hosgorii” niye?

Radikal’den Ismet Berkan, 6nceki giinkii yazisinda soyle diyordu:

“Cuma giinii 6gleden sonra haber toplantisinda oturuyoruz. O sirada Sebnem
Iyinam’in Tarkan’la yaptig1 sdylesinin yer aldig1 sayfanin ilk hali geldi. Bir resim
altinda gecen “gay” kelimesine itiraz ettim. “Neden Ingilizce kullamyoruz ki,
neyse Tiirkcesi onu yazalim” dedim. Bir siire, hangi kelimenin kullanilacagi
konusunda masada “geyik” de yapildi ve sonunda Tirkiyeli escinsellerin
kendilerini “gay” diye nitelemeyi tercih ettikleri goriisii agirlik kazandi, resimaltt
degistirilmedi. Bu sadece Radikal’e 6zgii bir durum degil. Tiirkiye’de biitiin
gazeteler “gay” kelimesini, altina hi¢bir aciklama yapmadan ve ne anlama
geldigini okuyucularina hi¢ sdylemeden kullamyorlar. Herhalde herkesin bu
kelimeyi bildigi varsayiliyor.

“Homoseksiiel” ya da “escinsel” kelimeleri yerine nedense argodan gelen,
iistelik de Amerikan argosundan gelen “gay” kelimesini tercih ediyor Tiirkler.
Sadece Tiirkler de degil, Fransa’da, Ispanya’da, Italya’da, Almanya’da da bu
kelime kullaniliyor escinselleri nitelemek igin.”

Gordiigiiniiz gibi;

“Gay” kelimesi, “ibne”lerin kendi tercihi!.. Yani, “boyle anilmak” istiyorlar!..

1yi de;

Yaptiklar1 is matah bir sey mi ki, ben onlara “anlayis” gosterip, kendi tercih
ettikleri sekilde hitap edeyim?

Mecbur muyum onlara sahip veya destek ¢ikmaya?..

Onlar, her “halt”t yiyecek ve bunu “aleniyet’e dokiip, {istelik de
“propaganda”’sin1 yapacak ve ben onlara “anlayis” gosterecegim!..

Yok dyle yagmal..

Onlara sahip ¢ikan “yumusaklar” yiiziindendir ki, “anormal’ler gemi aziya
alirken, “normal” insanlar ses ¢ikaramaz hale geldi bu iilkede!..

O hale geldik ki;

Bu iilkede “normal” bir kadin veya erkek olmak, adeta “su¢” oldu!

Yok arkadas;

Herkes haddini de bilsin, “sifat”ini da!..

Ne demis Inénii;
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“Bir iilkede, namuslu insanlar da, en az namussuzlar kadar cesur degilse, o iilke
batmaya mahk(imdur!”

Bugiin;

Tiirkiye, “dibe vurmus bir ekonomi” ve “zirveye tirmanmis bir ahlaksizlik”
girdabinda debeleniyorsa, bunun temelinde “ibne”lere “gay” demek, “hirsiz” ve
“pezevenk’leri de “bay” olarak gormek cesaretsizligi yatar!

Ben; bunu bilir, bunu sdylerim. Kim, ne derse desin!

TARKAN TARTISMASI
14/06/2001
Aki
Kose Yazisi
HUSEYIN UZMEZ

Bir toplumda, ¢ok onemli meseleler dururken: “Kim kimi netmis” dedikodusu
bagladi mi1, o iilkeden artik hayir ummak colde kaynak fiskirmasini beklemek
kadar abes olur. Benim sahsen bu sistemden nefret ettigimi herkes bilir. Iste bu
nefretimin yiizlerce sebebinden biri, miisahhas bir misal olarak bugiin
giindemde... Tiirkiye’nin biitiin dert ve meseleleri ikinci plana itilmis, bir Tarkan
tartismasidir gidiyor. Toplumun seviyesi Oylesine diisiiriilmiis ki... Bu seviyesizlik
herkesi girdabina aliyor. Bazi kesimler bir tiirlii, apis aralarindan kurtulup da,
gobekten yukariya ¢ikamiyorlar. Bazi medya organlar haftalardir, Tarkan’in
“ozel iliskileriyle” mesgul. FEkranlarda, gazetelerde boy boy resimleri
yaymlamiyor. Tarkan ise medyanin karsisina geciyor. Ve aynen soyle diyor:
“Fotograflarda ne bir fotomontaj sézkonusu, ne de bir hile. Ben yasadigim higbir
seyden pismanlik ve utan¢ duymadim. Herkesin bir hayati var, benim de oyle...
Bu hayat benim. Yasadigim her sey beni ilgilendirir. Hesabini verecegim tek yer

yukarisidir. (Yani Allah’dir.)” Demek ki biitiin kepazeligine ragmen, sistem
Tarkan’a inandig1 manevi degerleri ¢ignetememis. Onu Allah’a iman etmekten
kopartamamis. Bu da bir nasip meselesi... Tarkan’in tirnagi olamayacak nice

muannid ve kart imansizlar var.
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Tarkan eger sOylenenleri yapmigsa, mukaddes Ol¢iimiize gore, biiyiik bir
giinahkardir. Kendisinin de soyledigi gibi; “Hesabim verecegi tek yer de” orasidir.
Simdi bir an i¢in kendi kendimize su soruyu soralim: “Sayet yapmissa ve
yapiyorsa... Bu iste tek suclu Tarkan midir? Onu bu hale diisiiren sistemin hi¢ mi
kabahati yoktur?”

Sen gazetelerinle, televizyonlarinla, dergilerinle, egitiminle, okulunla, sokaginla,
ailenle, biitliin toplumsal gii¢ ve kurumlarinla 1500 yillik kokli bir milletin orf,
adet, gelenek ve inanclarini kokten yok etmeye ¢alisacaksin... Vergisini veren
genelev patronu Matild Manukyan’lara madalyalar takacaksin... Biitiin manevi
degerleri tersyiiz ederek onu, “Iste namuslu vatandas boyle olur” diye topluma
ormek olarak gostereceksin... Biitiin kiymet hiikiimlerini paraya ve maddeye
endeksleyeceksin... “Din bir vicdan isidir” diyerek onu sosyal hayatin disina
itmek i¢in yirtinacaksin... Okullarina, “Cinsel egitim” adinda dersler koyacaksin...
Gencecik kizlarin 6gretmenlerine, “D06l yutmak faydali midir? Cinsel organin
boyutlart ne kadar olmalidir?” gibi sorular sormasini, cagdaslik sayacaksin...
Sonra da kalkip sokaklarda, sistemin kurbanlar1 olan zavalli travestileri
kovalayacaksm... Bunu da giiya kamu diizeni ve toplumsal ahlak adina yaptigini
soyleyerek oviineceksin... Kimi kandiriyorsun? Iste “beseri sistemler” boyledir.
Insanin manevi ihtiyaclarim kokiinden kaziyip kurutur. Ucurumun basina getirir.
Kicma bir de tekme atarak, “Diisme” diye bagirir. Tarkan, milliyetci
agabeylerimizden eski Samsun Senatorii, Dr. Fethi Tevetoglu’nun yegeniymis.

Bunlar ¢ocuklarimizi bizden kopartyorlar. Ben bu sistemin nesini seveyim?..

212



APPENDIX H

THE NEWS ITEMS OF TURKIYE ANALYSED AND REFERRED TO IN
THE THESIS

TARKAN VE MEDYA UZERINE DUSUNCELER...
14/06/2001
Tiirkiye
Kose Yazisi
ALTEMUR KILIC

Ozel hayatlarm fotograflarini yayinlamakta, bundan 6nce “pek dikkatli” olmayan
bir kistm basinimiz, Reha Muhtar’in, Tarkan’in cinsel tercihleri hakkinda delil
sayilabilecek fotograflarini sergilemesini, 6zel hayatlara miidahale diye siddetle
elestirdi. Ancak, tinli kisilerin 6zel hayatlarinin olamayacagim iddia edenler ve
baz1 6zel hayatlar pervasizca teshir edenler de, gene ayn1 yazarlardi. Acaba hedef
aldiklar1, mesela siyasi bir kisinin, benzer 6zel hayat fotograflarini ele gegirseler
yaymlamazlar mi idi? Kaldi ki, Reha Muhtar’in bu fotograflar1 yayinlamakta
mesru bir gazetecilik gerekgesi vardi. MHP milletvekili Mehmet Giil’tin Tarkan
hakkindaki sozleri iizerine, ona ates puskiirmiisler ve kardesim Giil de, esasta
hakli oldugu halde, maalesef baski altinda gerilemis, rivayete gore bir siire
Tiirkiye’den uzaklagsmisti. Aslinda Giill’tin sozlerine asir1 tepki gosterilmese idi,
bu fotograflar da, Tarkan’in cinsel tercihi gibi, pek onemsenmeyecekti. Bence
Reha Muhtar, fotograflar1 yayinlamakla ve durumu ag¢iga kavusturmakla iyi ve

dogru medyacilik yapmistir. Ve neticede de Mehmet Giil hakli ¢ikmistir!

Tarkan ve Tiirk gencligi
Tarkan gercekten kabiliyetli bir geng, ama varligimi cok iyi bildigim muayyen bir

evrensel lobinin, “Gay Kardesligin” pompalamasi ile zirvelerde, gohreti ve
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kazanci bol olsun; ama kimse “Bu genc, Tiirkliigii, Tiirk genclerini temsil ediyor,
diger genclere Ornektir” demesin; ben Tiirk genclerinin “boyle” olmalarim
istemiyorum vesselam! GAY’ligi yani escinselligi mesru bir hayat tarzi, onurlu
bir cinsel tercih ve hatta 6zel haklar1 olan bir {i¢iincii cinsiyet haline getirmek
egiliminin Tirkiye’ye de, birkisim medyanin yardimiyla, sinsice sirayet ettigini

gdrmek aci1!

Bizim orada basin

Ertugrul Ozkok’iin  gegenlerdeki bir yazisimn  bashg  “Sizin  Orada
BankaciMedya Patronu Var Mi?” idi. Yeni RTUK yasas1 ile ilgili olarak
Amerika’da medya patronluguna bazi kisitlamalar konulup konulmadigim
arastirtyordu. Medya araglarinin ayni ellerde “tekellesmesinin” ve hele patronlarin
bu araclar1 kendi bagka islerine alet etmelerinin, daha giicsiiz, imkanlar1 sinirl
kamu gruplarinin, bu sebeple seslerini layikiyla duyuramamalarinin mahzurlar
ortada olmakla beraber, ne Amerika’da, ne de herhangi bagka bir demokratik
iillkede bu mahzurlarn tamamiyle Onlemenin yolu, patronlarin ve calisanlarin
ozellikle yoneticilerin, vicdanlarindan ve otokontroliinden baska, pek
bulunamanus galiba. Ozkok bu yazisinda, bir Amerikali meslektasa, Stephen
Rosenfeld’e atfen, bazi gazetelerin, Ornek olarak muhafazakar egilimli
WASHINGTON TIMES ve WALL STREET JOURNAL gazetelerinin bazi
siyasiler aleyhinde acimasiz kampanyalar actigin1 yaziyor. Rosenfeld cenaplar
insaf etsinler; sadece kose yazilarinda degil haberlerinde, basliklarinda siyasi
konularda ve siyasiler hususunda en acimasiz, partizan tarafgirligi yapanlar liberal
- Rosenfeld’in kendi gazetesi- Washington Post ve New York Times’tir. Son
secimlerde bu iki gazete Bush ve Cumbhuriyetciler aleyhindeki tarafgirliklerinin,
taraf tutmanimn sahikasina vardilar. Ozellikle bu iki gazete ve diger “liberal”
gazeteler hata ve yolsuzluk yapanlar sagda iseler hemen ve sevkle “Cumhuriyetci,
muhafazakar veya sagci” diye etiketlerken, hata veya yolsuzluk yapan digerlerine
“Demokrat ve liberal” etiketini takmazlar veya olaylarin1 gérmezlikten gelirler.
Bu arada, son zamanlarda escinsellerin su¢ hatta cinayetlerini de hasiralt1 etmekte,

halinin altina siipiirmekte birebirdirler!
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Basyazar mi, kése yazari mi1?

Basindan soz agilmigken, ¢cogu zaman “nur-u aynim” diye hitap ettigim, Oktay
Eksi kardesime de degineyim. Gecenlerde Nazli Ilicak’la tartismasi esnasinda
“Dogrusu su ki, bir gazetenin bagyazari, siitununda bireysel goriisiinden c¢ok
gazetenin politikasin1 yansitir. Temel kural budur!” diye yazmisti. Ilhicak’la,
cogunda Eksi’nin hakli oldugu bu tartismanin igerigine karismadan, bunun “temel

kural” olmadigim belirtmek mecburiyetindeyim.

TARKAN VE MEDYA UZERINE DUSUNCELER...

Evrensel temel kural gazetelerin, diisiincelerini ifade eden bagyazilarin anonim
yani imzasiz olmalaridir. Onceleri bizde ekseri gazete sahipleri ayni zamanda
basyazar durumunda olduklart icin, gazeteyi baglayan basyazilara kendi
imzalarim atarlardi. Ancak bugiin, bizim basinda, bize 6zgii bir durum var; Eksi
gibi basyazarlar, “basyazi” konumunda olan koselerindeki yazilara imzalarim
atiyorlar. BoOylece bu diisiinceleri benimsediklerini kanithyorlar. Zaten boyle

olmasaydi “basyazar” olmazlardi...

ABD; COKUSUN TOHUMLARI
03/07/2001
Tirkiye
Kose Yazisi
ALTEMUR KILIC

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, yarin, 4 Temmuz’da 1776 yilinda Kongre tarafindan
kabul ve ilan edilen Bagimsizhiginin 225. Yildoniimiinii kutluyor. Bu
yildoniimiinde Amerikalilarin Oviinmek i¢in ¢ok sebepleri var. ABD bugiin
diinyanin tek siiper giicii. Silahli kuvvetleri, teknolojisi diinyanin en kuvvetlisi.
Ekonomisi, maliyesi, su sirada bir gerileme icinde olsa bile, esasta giiclii. Halkin
yasam seviyesi genelde yiiksek. Issizlik ve fakirlik varsa bile diger iilkelere
nazaran az. Demokratik rejim yerlesmis; sorunlar ve bunalimlar Anayasanin ve
ictihatlarin yerlestirdigi “kontroller ve dengeler” sayesinde nispeten kolaylikla

halledilebiliyor. Velhasil Amerikalilar su sirada, hakli olarak, ‘“Amerikal
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olmanin” giiven ve mutlulugunu yasiyorlar. Fakat gene bugiin, bana gore,

Amerika kendi kagcinilmaz ¢okiisiiniin kotii tohumlarini kendisi ekmekte.

Ahlak yozlagsmasi

Bu kotii tohumlarin basinda ahlak ve aile degerlerinin inanilmaz bir sekilde
erozyona ugratilmasi var; bugiin Amerika’da televizyonlara, filmlere ve giinliik
yasama yansiyan ahlaksizlik, sapiklik olaylar1 var. TV tartismalarina, makale ve
kitaplara konu olan ortaokul ve liselerdeki siddet olaylar1 gengler arasinda adeta
aleniyete vurulan cinsellik ve bu konudaki serbestligin sebep oldugu, evlilik dis1
hamilelikler ve ziihrevi hastaliklar toplumu i¢in i¢in kemiriyor. Son yillarda zaten
cigirindan ¢ikmis olan danslar artik, okullarda bile apagik cinsellik gosterisi ve
taklitlerine doniigsmils. Muhafazakar cevreler bunlara karsi tepki gosterirken,
liberaller “genctirler, yapabilirler” miisaadekarlign icindeler. Bu c¢ilginlik ve
ahlaksizliklara, miisait ortami, giiclii holdinglerin kontrol ettikleri film, plak ve

internet sirketleri biiyiik kazanclar karsilifinda, pervasizca hazirhyorlar.

Escinsellik dviincii!

Escinsellik bu ahlaki dejenerasyonun bagka bir boyutu: GAY denilen escinseller
adeta mesru, Ozel hak ve dokunulmazliklari olan bir “Ugiincii Cins” haline
geldiler. Biiyiik sehirlerde pespaye kilik ve tavirlariyla “Gay olmanin Oviincii”
naralariyla resmi gecit yapiyorlar. Eskiden kapali kapilar arkasinda yapilanlar
simdi, aleminas sokaklara dokiildii. Bu “gay”leri asagilamak politik olarak dogru
sayilmiyor. Escinsellie karsi ¢cikmak ayip! Escinseller de artik bu “cinsel
tercihlerini” gizlemek liizumunu bile duymuyorlar; birbirleriyle evlenmelerinin
mesru hale getirilmesine ugrasiyorlar. Her yerden, her taraftan, her filmden, TV
programlarindan escinsellik ve escinseller adeta figkiryor. Muhafazakar
Cumbhuriyetci Partide bile acik¢a “gay” olan Kongre iiyeleri var. Muhafazakar
Baskan Bush “escinsellik” konulan ile ilgilenmek iizere Beyaz Saray’a escinsel
bir danisman tayin etti. Universiteler escinsel genclere 6zel burslar veriyorlar.
YALE Universitesinde “Escinsellik Arastirmalar1 Kiirsiisii” kuruldu. Bazi okullar
“escinselligi” tanmitmak i¢in 6zel dersler koydular. Bu yil bazi tiniversitelerde

escinseller icin ayr diploma toreni yapildi. Texas’ta bir listede “gay” olmayan bir
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ogrenci, “Gay Pride” yani escinsel olmanin Oviincii yazili Tisortlere karst
“Diizgiin olmanin Oviincii” yazili bir tisortle okula geldi diye okuldan kovuldu!
Escinseller hadlerini bilseler ve kapali kapilar arkasinda kalsalar bir derece ama
gittikce miitecaviz hale gelmekteler. Escinsellere direnen kurumlara, mesela
Orduya ve izcilik Teskilatina el atmaktalar. Ordu ve Izciler escinselleri disliyor
diye sikayet ediyorlar. Bugiin diinyanin bagina AIDS belasini escinsellerin sardig
gercek oldugu halde, bu salginla miicadele uluslararasi bir kampanyaya
doniisiirken diger taraftan “gay”lik adeta tesvik ediliyor. Bu celiskiyi anlamak
miimkiin degil.

Pazar ve sektor biiylik

Diger ahlaksizlik hareketlerini nasil agik¢a ve dolayisiyla biiyiik holdingler tesvik
ediyorlarsa, gittikce biiyliyen bu pazar, escinsellere mal ve hizmet veren 6zel bir
sektoriin gelismesini sagladi. Biitiin bunlara gene film ve plak endiistrisinin tahrik
ettigi siddeti katin, ABD’nin altindaki kotiiliikk tohumlar1 veya saatli bombalar
hakkinda bir fikir sahibi olursunuz.

Netice

Tarihte bircok devletler ve Imparatorluklar ahlaki yozlasma sonunda ¢okmiistiir.
Maalesef eger muhafazakarlar bu gidisi durduramazlarsa ABD’nin de eninde
sonunda bagma gelecek budur. ABD’nin yegane siiper giicii olmasi bizim de
cikarlarimiza uygun ¢okiisii bizim i¢in de hayirli olmaz. Ama asil 6nemlisi kotii
orneklerinin giderek ve maalesef kacinilmaz olarak, film, plak ve internet

vasitastiyla bize, bizim toplumumuza da sirayet etmesi!
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APPENDIX I

THE NEWS ITEMS OF MILLI GAZETE ANALYSED AND REFERRED
TO IN THE THESIS

KOMSU BiZDEN HASSAS CIKTI
12/09/2000

Milli Gazete

Haber

“Lezbiyenler gelmesin”

Ege’deki Yunan adasi Midilli’de Eressos beldesi belediye baskani, lezbiyen
turist gelmesini istemiyor. ANA’nin haberine gore, Belediye Baskam Polidoras
Abatzis, mahkemeye basvurarak, 14 Eyliil’de adaya gelmesi planlanan lezbiyen
grubunun ziyaretinin iptal edilmesini istedi. Adaya 100 lezbiyenin gelecegini
belirten Abatzis, Ingiltere’de yapilan reklamlarda Eressos’un “escinsel seks
cenneti’’ olarak gosterildigini, bunun da kiiciik kasabalarinin ¢’ goriintiisiine zarar
verdigini’’ kaydetti.

Ajans, belediye baskaninin yasaklama isteminin, mahkemede ele alinacagim
belirtti.

Ajansa gore, Abatzis, “Mahkeme ziyareti yasaklamazsa, bu kez bdolgemize
verilecek zarardan otiirii 1,5 milyon euro’luk tazminat davasi agacagim’’ dedi.

Lezbiyen Diva dergisi ve Ingiliz TV kanali Channel Four’un destekledigi bir
haftalik seyahati diizenleyen Sapho Travel sirketi sozciisii ise, Eressos’la ilgili
reklamin tamamen Ingiliz kamuoyuna yonelik oldugunu belirtti ve gezinin tepki

meydana getirmesini hi¢ arzulamadiklarini sdyledi.
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TASAR’DAN ACIKLAMA BEKLIYORUZ
18/11/2001

Milli Gazete

ZEKI CEYHAN

STAR gazetesinde yer alan bir haber tiiylerimizi diken diken etti. Haberde
Bodrum’da bir koyda gay’ler yani homoseksiieller i¢in bir “gay-kent” kurulacagi
duyuruluyordu.

Bardakg¢1 koyu olarak bilinen bu koy Zeki Miiren’in ilgisi yiiziinden Pasa Koy
olarak amilmaya baslanmismis simdi bu koyu “gay koy” haline getirerek
homoseksiielleri kucaklamaya hazirlaniyorlarmis. Daha o6nce Kusadasi’ndan
kovulan gaylarin boylelikle goniilleri alinacakmis. Proje uygulamaya gectiginde
turizm geliri ikiye katlanacakmis. Bu alanda ¢alistirnilacak personel 6zel egitimden
gecirilip gaylerin hassasiyetleri konusunda uyarilacakmis. Yore halkinin da elde
edilecek gelirin biiyiikliigii ile ikna edilmesine caligilacakmis.

Aman Rabbim!

Bu ne biiyiik bir gaflet.
Bu insanlar sanki tarihten hi¢ ders almiyorlar. Homoseksiielligin en azgin

dénemlerinde insanoglunun basina neler geldiginden habersiz gibiler.

Acin Kur’an-1 Kerimi okuyun.

A’raf suresinde, Hud suresinde, Hicr suresinde, Enbiya suresinde, Hac suresinde,
Suara suresinde, Neml suresinde, Saffat suresinde, Sad suresinde, Kaf suresinde,
Kamer suresinde neler anlatiliyor bir okuyun. Sonra bulunabiliyorsaniz bdyle bir
tesebbiiste bulunun.. Uc kurus fazla para kazanacagiz diye bu yollara tevessiil
edilir mi hig?

Bu habere inanamadik, daha dogrusu inanmak istemedik. Hele hele
TurizmBakan1 Mustafa Tagar’in bdyle bir projeye sicak baktigini séyledigine hic
inanmiyoruz. Tamidigimiz Mustafa Tasar’in boyle bir rezalete imza atmayacagin
biliyoruz. Bu konuda Kur’an-1 Kerim’de yer alan bilgilere en az bizim kadar

vakif oldugundan da siiphemiz yok. Boyle bir teklifi bir yerel yoneticinin
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gayretkesligi olarak algiliyor ve hi¢ vakit gecirilmeksizin boyle bir calisma
olmadiginin agiklanmasini bekliyoruz.Ucg-bes homoseksiielin gonliinii alacagiz
diye boylesine miinasebetsiz bir adim atilirsa, bu adim1 atanlarin hi¢biri vebalden
kurtulamaz. Ve helak olmaya namzet hale gelir. Zira ge¢mistekiler helak edildiler.

Bu sefer de kendilerini ayn1 akibetin beklediginden kimsenin siiphesi olmamalidir.
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APPENDIX J

THE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE INTERVIEWS
CONDUCTED WITH THE PARTICIPANTS OF BOTH KAOS GL AND
LAMBDA iSTANBUL

1. According to the research I carried out, covering a certain period of time, it
is possible to roughly classify the news items, which were commonly
published on gays in most of the newspapers. First, the news items, which are
on the gay tourists who were expelled from Kusadasi are published. Second,
the discussions on Tantan’s proposal and the acceptance of “the third sex” are
covered in the news items. Third, the rumours about Tarkan that he is gay are
covered in the news items of many newspapers. What do you think about this?
Do you feel offended because news items are allocated for gays in the
newspapers only when there is some news scandalous about them?

2. Do you think there is a difference in the portrayal of the news and events on
gays are given in the newspapers when they are presented to the reader in the
form of a news story, a column, and an article or in any other kind of news
item?

3. What do you think about the news items published on gays in the
newspapers such as Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Posta, Radikal which are considered to
be liberal in my research, and the ones published in Akit, Vakit, Milli Gazete
and Tiirkiye, which are considered as conservative? How do you reflect on
these news items of these newspapers?

4. Is there a difference in terms of the outlook of Radikal on gays and the
other liberal newspapers?

5. Do you think the features of vocabulary and metaphors, grammar,
presuppositions and implicatures, speech-exchange (turn-taking) systems, and

style used in your periodicals (referring to Kaos GL) are impartial? For
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instance, I think that from the style of your articles and interviews included in
your periodicals, it is possible to say that you have a tendency to declare
yourself as different people from the rest of the society. When I read your
periodicals, I have a sense that you yourself seem to be trying to isolate
yourself from the heterosexuals. You assert that being gay is not simply a
sexual act but also it is having a specific life-style. What do you mean by this?
Don’t you think that it is a bit contrary to what you claim about Kaos GL that
it aims to appeal to both gays and heterosexual people? Do you mean to say

that being gay is a privilege?
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