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ABSTRACT

NUCLEAR DISSIPATIVE DYNAMICS IN LANGEVIN APPROACH

Tanriverdi, Vedat
Ms., Department of Physics
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Gokalp
Co-Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Sakir Ayik

June 2004, 43 pages.

In this thesis Langevin approach is applied to analyze the nuclear dissipative
dynamics in fission and fusion reactions. In these investigations, the nuclear
elongation coordinate and the corresponding momentum are chosen as collective
variables. By considering changes in these variables the decay rate of fission
and the formation probability of fusion for heavy ion reactions are calculated.
These calculations are performed using simulation techniques and the results

thus obtained are compared with the corresponding results of analytic solutions.

Keywords: Dissipative nuclear dynamics, Brownian motion, decay rate, fission,

fusion, heavy-ion fusion
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OZ

LANGEVIN YAKLASIMI CERCEVESINDE CEKIRDEKSEL DAGITICI
HAREKETLER

Tanriverdi, Vedat
Yiiksek Lisans, Fizik Bolimi
Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Gokalp
Ortak Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Sakir Ayik

Haziran 2004, 43 sayfa.

Bu tezde fizyon ve fiizyon tepkimelerinde ¢ekirdeklerinin ¢arpigma dinamigini
analiz etmek icin Langevin yaklagimi uygulandi. Bu arastirmalarda niikleer
uzama koordinat1 ve karsilik gelen momentum kollektif degiskenler olarak secildi.
Bu degiskenlerdeki degisimler goz oniine alinarak fizyonun bozunma hiz ve agir
iyonlar i¢in olugum olasiligi hesaplandi. Bu hesaplar simiilasyon teknikleri kul-
lanilarak yapildi ve elde edilen sonuclar analitik ¢oziimlerin sonuglariyla karsilasti-

rildi.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Atom gekirdeklerinin ¢arpigma dinamigi, Brown tipi hareket,

bozunma hizi, fizyon, fiizyon, agir iyon fiizyonu
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

It is known that a nucleus is made up with protons and neutrons together known
as nucleons. The main difference between them is their charges. Proton is a
positively charged particle. On the other hand, neutron is a chargeless particle.
In addition, there is a small difference between their masses. Of course their
quark structure is different, however this is out of the scope of this thesis. The
main interaction between the nucleons is strong interaction and this interaction
holds nucleons together in a nucleus [1]. Also there is another interaction between
the protons due to the their charges, electromagnetic interaction. Since proton
charges are of the same sign, the electromagnetic interaction shows itself as a
repulsion. Although the strong force is more powerful than the electromagnetic
force, it is short ranged force. On the other hand, the range of electromagnetic
force is infinite. So this electromagnetic interaction results with instabilities on
nuclei with high atomic number. In order to learn more on these instabilities we

should study them from the point of view of energy considerations.

Fig. 1.1 shows the dependence of binding energy per nucleon B/A on the mass
number A. It is seen from the figure that for A > 16 binding energy per nucleon is

in the range 7.3-8.7 MeV. Maximum binding energy is seen around A ~ 60. So a
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Figure 1.1: Binding energies per nucleon as function of A. This figure represents
binding energy per nucleon with respect to mass number. The maximum of this
figure is seen for A ~ 60. For A < 60 there are local maximums, which can be
explained by shell model [2].

nucleus with A ~ 60 is more stable than the nuclei A > 60. Therefore, if a mother
nucleus with mass number 2A is divided into two daughter nuclei with mass
number A some energy is released, that is the sum of the masses of the daughter
nuclei is not equal to the mass of the mother nucleus. The released energy in
this process is explained by the Einstein’s mass-energy relation £ = mc?. This
process is called fission. Such a process is observed firstly in the neutron-induced
fission in 1939 by O. Hahn and F. Strassman in Germany and explained by L.
Meitner as: " After absorbing a neutron, the excited uranium divides into two
fragments with about equal masses” [2]. Before this experiment there were other
observations about nuclear decays. In 1896 Becquerel observed radioactivity and
some other physicist performed other experiments on nuclear decays. However,

they had not had the knowledge about structure of atom and quantum physics,



and they had not been able to recognize the physics behind these observations.

Figure 1.2: Nuclear deformation in the fission process. This figure represents
fission process schematically. First we see a sphere, which represents a stable
mother nucleus. The next ones are drawn to represent fluctuations of this mother
nucleus. At the last figure we see two daughter nuclei.

Today it is known that these radioactive processes are nuclear reactions. These
nuclear reactions occur due to the interactions between the nucleons. Fission
process is represented in Fig. 1.2 schematically. A mother nucleus is firstly
fluctuating and after some time these fluctuations overcome the barrier due to
the strong interactions and the mother nucleus splits into two daughter nuclei.
In fact fission can take place in many different ways, and this figure is only
a schematic representation. For a mother nucleus 2% At undergoing fission we
have 205 interacting particles. Even with the help of computers the solution of
such a problem nearly impossible. There are some simulation techniques such as
Molecular Dynamics which consider every particle in the system. However, in
such a techniques one considers firstly one particle in the system and finds the
interaction of this particle with the others by using a potential which defines the
interactions between these particles. Then one finds the resultant interaction and
then studies the motion of that particle in the effect of this resultant interaction

3



in the time interval A¢. One then repeats the same procedure for all particles
in the system. By this simulation technique one can find configuration of the
system at time t corresponding to an initial condition of the system [3, 4, 5]. In
this thesis, we will follow a different approach to this problem.

Before explaining this approach let us turn back to Fig. 1.1. It is noted above
that as a result of the binding energy difference, some energy is released in the
fission of a nucleus with high mass number. In Fig. 1.1 it is seen that there is
also binding energy difference between binding energy per nucleon for nuclei with
small mass number if one climbs the curve from low A side. This means that
if two small nuclei combine into a nucleus with larger mass number, again some
energy is released and this reaction is named fusion process. In this case released
energy per nucleon is much larger than that of in the fission process. In fact the
source of the energy of the stars is mainly the fusion reactions. Nuclei should
firstly overcome the Coulomb barrier to participate in fusion. In the stars fusion
takes place with the help of their huge temperature and gravitational attraction.
The energy to overcome the Coulomb barrier is high and one of the ways of
obtaining this energy is the fission process. Therefore, yet there is no practical
way of using fusion in order to obtain energy for everyday life. In this thesis
fusion is not considered as an energy supply. We will discuss it to synthesize
super heavy elements. So we will deal with heavy ion fusion reactions. In
the Fig. 1.3 fusion process and potentials are schematically represented for the
formation of super heavy elements. It is seen from the figure that there are two
potential barriers. One of them is Coulomb barrier and the other barrier shows

4
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Figure 1.3: Fusion potentials and shapes of nuclei. This figure represents shapes
and potentials for the fusion process. The drawings at the top represent nuclei
in the fusion process with respect to the position. First, we see nuclei which will
participate in the fusion. The next one represents touching configuration and the
last one represents the product of the fusion process, a stable large nucleus. The
curves represent potential for fusion process with respect to the position. The
local maximum of the first curve occurs due to the electromagnetic interactions,
called the Coulomb barrier. In this figure, its height is shown as V. Total energy
of nuclei shown with E¢js on the left. In the second curve strong interaction is
added and the local maximum represents saddle point for the formation. Its
height with respect to the local minimum is represented by Bg. Local minimum
occurs at the position A, at which energy of stable nucleus is shown by E* [6].

itself due to the strong interactions in the diffusion process. As a result we can
say that to form a super heavy element the system of particles should overcome
these two barriers. Therefore, we can say that fusion probability is multiplication
of two probabilities: sticking probability that is passing probability of the system
over the Coulomb barrier, and formation probability that is passing probability
of the system over the barrier due to the strong interaction [7]. Hence fusion

probability can be written as

Pfusion = Istick * Pform~ (11)
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In this thesis we will deal with only the formation probability. In order to calculate
the formation probability we will follow same technical procedure in the case of

solution of fission reaction.

In this thesis we will study nuclear dynamics in the framework of Langevin ap-
proach which includes fluctuation dissipation theorem. For this purpose Langevin
equation is used which is historically first investigated to explain Brownian mo-
tion. Brownian motion is firstly examined by the Scottish botanist Robert Brown
at 1827 [8]. He discovered that pollens ceaselessly move in a irregular way. How-
ever this can not have a biological explanation because pollens are not living
things. This subject is later studied by some physicist and now it is known as
Brownian motion, which for small dust particles immersed in a fluid occurs due
to the random collisions of the dust particles with the molecules of the fluid. Fig.
1.4 shows a two dimensional Brownian motion. One of scientist who studied
the Brownian motion is Albert Einstein. Related to this subject Einstein wrote
that "I discovered that there would have to be [observable] movement of sus-
pended particles without knowing the observations concerning Brownian motion
were already long familiar” in 1905 while investigating atomic theory [9]. An-
other physicist who studied Brownian motion is Paul Langevin. While studying
this subject in order to explain this motion Langevin investigated the following

equation

m— = Ff(t) — ﬁ’U. (1.2)

This equation is a stochastic equation because it contains the random force Fy(t)

6
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Figure 1.4: Two-dimensional Brownian motion. This figure represents two di-
mensional Brownian motion. The fluctuations of the dust particle results in a
change of its position. This zigzag line in the figure shows changes in position of
dust particle.

and it has fluctuation and dissipation parts. The relation between these parts
should be determined in accordance with the equipartition theorem. In order to
solve this equation statistical methods of physics should be used, because random
force is known with its statistical properties. Hence Langevin equation can be
applied problems having fluctuation and dissipation parts in a statistical way
[10, 11]. In this thesis we will apply Langevin equation to the nuclear reactions.
Firstly we will choose a Brownian coordinate in the nucleus. The size and the
mass associated this coordinate should be larger than those of the medium. In
our case the medium or the heat bath consist of nucleons and we take as the
Brownian coordinate the distance between the centers of the daughter nuclei
in fission process. This coordinate changes as mother nucleus fluctuates. The

7



elongation coordinate which is the distance between the centers of daughter nuclei
is represented schematically in Fig. 1.2. It is noted above that nucleons are
held in the nucleus by the strong interaction so there is a potential which effects
particles in the nuclear medium due to the interactions between the nucleons. The
calculation of this potential is performed by using the liquid drop model because
the shape can be used as a parameter during calculations of the potential. In
this thesis we employ the potential suggested by Y. Abe et al. [12]. With a few
simple considerations we can draw some conclusions on the form of the potential.
Firstly, the existence nuclei in nature shows us that there should be a well in the
shape of this potential. Secondly since this nucleus can be divided, then there
should be a saddle point, representing interaction between the daughter nuclei.
Also we know that strong interaction is short ranged, thus away from the saddle
point there should be a quick decrease. Hence shape of the potential looks like
as in Fig. 1.5. Using this potential we will solve the Langevin equation and
calculate decay rate for fission process. In order to calculate the decay rate by
simulation we take ensembles which are initially distributed with respect to their
elongation coordinate and corresponding momentum. Then the corresponding
Brownian particles will move by the effect of the random force and under the
friction in the potential which is shown in Fig. 1.5. This motion will continue
in time interval At and after this time interval another random force will effect
the Brownian particle. This will be repeated n times and after n step we will
reach the Brownian particle’s position at time t which is given by t = n- At. Due

to the nature of this position we will conclude whether the nucleus is compound
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Figure 1.5: Fission potential. This figure represents potential with respect to
the elongation coordinate for the fission process. Around the local minimum A
mother nucleus is stable. Local maximum at B represents saddle point of fission
process, and height of this barrier is shown by Bjy.

or not i.e. if position of particle is grater than the saddle point, nucleus is not
compound and vice versa. We will repeat the same procedure for all ensembles
and in order to calculate decay rate we will perform the ensemble average.

In a similar way we will find the passing probability over the barrier for fusion.
For this case we will begin with initially sticking two nuclei. In other words we
will not include Coulomb barrier in our calculations. This means that there is
only one barrier for the potential and if sticken system goes over this barrier, we
assume that fusion takes place. Second barrier in the Fig. 1.3 represents this
potential barrier. So this is not a realistic fusion probability calculation. This is
the calculation of the passing probability over the barrier which occur due to the

strong interactions between the nucleons.



CHAPTER 2

FORMALISM

In this chapter, we present the theoretical framework for decay rate and passing
probability calculations. We develop firstly Langevin equation and then Fokker-
Planck equation and Kramers equation. We give the solution of the Langevin

equation and the derivation of the Kramers decay rate.

2.1 Langevin Equation

To develop Langevin equation we start with the motion of a small particle with
mass m which is immersed in a fluid. This particle will move under a friction
force due to the collisions between that particle and the molecules of the fluid.

The expression for this force is given by the Stokes’ law

F.=—pv (2.1)
and equation of motion given by
dv
— = — 2.2
m o Bv (2.2)

where ( is friction coefficient. In this motion if the only force is this friction force
then particle should stop at some point. However for a small enough particle,
dust or Brownian particle, it is known from the Brownian motion that it does not

10



stop. So to explain this motion we need another force. We insert a fluctuation

force into this equation. Hence the equation of motion becomes

mcj;t) = Fy(t) — pv (2.3)

where F(t) is fluctuation force. Dividing Eq. (2.3) by mass m we get

ilht} =T(t) —yv (2.4)
where IT' is fluctuating force per unit mass and v = % In this equation I' is
a stochastic quantity so this equation is a stochastic equation. This stochastic
quantity I' can be known in its average properties. As noted before fluctuating
force occurs due to the collisions between the dust particle and the molecules of
the fluid. These collisions occur at all directions with equal probability because

dust particle is surrounded with the molecules of liquid and these molecules move.

Hence we can assume that ensemble average of the fluctuation force given by
< I'(t) >=0. (2.5)

Other property of this force is average of multiplications. Average of multiplica-

tion of two fluctuation force is given by
<T@ ({) >=0, (2.6)

provided that the duration time 7y of a collision is much smaller than the relax-

ation time 7 = %

of the velocity of the dust particle. In other words the time
passing between two collisions is larger than the time in which the dust particle
is contact with the molecule, which plays a role in first collision. However if sec-

ond collision occur while the interaction, which occurs due to the first collision,

11



between the dust particle and molecule is still effective, then there is a relation

between the average of this multiplication. In the limit 7 — 0, it is given as

<THT(H) >=qro(t —t'). (2.7)

In this equation the term on the right hand side ¢, will be determined in the
later parts of this section. Now we continue with the moments of fluctuation
force. Higher moments of this stochastic force can be found in terms of second
moments by using properties Gaussian distribution function [13]. Then we obtain

<T@ (t2) ... T(tan) > = Y. <D(t;)(tiy,) > ... < T(ts,, )T(ts,,) >

i1...0n

<T(t)D(t) ... D(tonst) > = 0 (2.8)

where sum denotes summations on all possible combinations. Even moments
give an expected result as summations of the multiplications of second moments.
Here it is assumed that the collisions with three particles, one of them is dust
particle and the other two are molecules of the liquid, can be ignorable. On the
other hand odd moments vanish because the one of the random force remains
and average of it is zero.

Up to this point Langevin equation is obtained in its simple form and the
properties of the moments of random force is determined. It is seen that Eq. (2.4)
is a differential equation and as noted have an stochastic term. It can be solved by
the help of the computer techniques by using the properties of the stochastic term.
One of the techniques will be explained in a detailed form in the next chapters.
However this stochastic force and its effects on this equation should be determined

12



in a detailed way. In this equation the velocity shows stochastic properties due
to the stochastic force. In the motion of the dust particle, it is assumed that
collisions happen one after the other and these collisions show themselves in the
Langevin equation as random force and friction. Hence random force and friction
force have same microscopic origin. Then there should be a relation between
them. This relation can be expressed as the fluctuation dissipation theorem and
it can be found by using the fact that Brownian particles come into the equilibrium
with the heat bath after some time passed over the contact time. This situation

is expressed by Eq. (2.4) and its solution for the initial velocity vy is
t !
W(t) = voe ™ + / e EOT(H)dr. (2.9)
0

By using Eq. (2.5) and Eq. (2.7) the correlation function of the velocity can be

found as

< v(ty)u(ty) >=vie 7ttt 4 g—i(e_”(tl_“) — ettty (2.10)

For large times, in the case of the equilibration, velocity correlation function

reduces to

< v(ty)o(ty) >= 2‘-’—26—%—@. (2.11)

Then in the equilibrium, average energy of the Brownian particle is obtained as

St (2.12)



and from the equipartition law of the classical statistical mechanics, average en-
ergy is given by

1
< E>= §kT. (2.13)

Hence the relation between the friction coefficient and the random force obtained

as

qk = 29kT /m. (2.14)

Up to this point we considered a dust particle without any potential. If a potential
effects to dust particle, another term should be inserted to the equation of motion.
This term should have position dependence due to the position dependence of the
potential. After inserting this term, derivative of velocity is a function of position
in the Langevin equation and we know that velocity is the derivative of position.
Then Langevin equation becomes a coupled equation as

dp ov

i = g i

dq 1

— = —n. 2.15
7 . (2.15)

With the help of the given properties of the random force Langevin equation can

be solved in its simplest form.

2.2  Fokker-Planck Equation and Kramers Equation

In this section Fokker-Planck equation will be derived from the Langevin
equation. As noted before in the Langevin equation there is a random force.
From Eq. (2.4) it is seen that velocity depends on this force so sadden changes
occur in the velocity. This means that velocity is not a continuous quantity. If

14



it is not a continuous quantity it can be considered in an interval. Taking into
account these consideration one can think distribution in the velocity space and

for this case Fokker-Planck equation is given as [12]

) 9 1 g 0

This equation describes the time evaluation of the distribution function of a
Brownian particle and it is an equation of motion for that particle. Now we
will derive Fokker-Planck equation by using Langevin equation and starting with

Liouville equation [12] which describes the conservation of probability

0 0 ..
aw(v, t) + % [Uw(va t)] =0. (217>

This equation corresponds to the continuity equation and it is given in the velocity
space. Second term of this equation ,which is the multiplication of time derivative
of velocity, gives flow of the probability. The derivative of the velocity can be
obtained from the Langevin equation Eq. (2.4) and when this is replaced in the

Eq. (2.17) derivative of the distribution obtained as

9,
aw(v,t) = —Q(v, t)w(v,t) (2.18)

where Q(v,t) = —2[—fv + L R(t)]. Integrating Eq. (2.18) over ¢ between ¢ and
t + At the probability at time ¢ + At is obtained as
t+At
w(v,t+Al) = m%w+/ At Q(v, 1 )w(v, )
¢
t+ A
- P+/ At O, )
t

t+At t1
+/’ dty [ dtsQ(v, 1), ta) + .. | w(v,t). (2.19)
t t

15



This equation contains random force. If its average is taken using the properties
Eq. (2.5) and (2.7) we obtain

w(v, t+ At) —w(v,t)

— —ﬁvw@) t) —|— 10 ﬁvw(v t)At

At
1 2
2(]288210(”0,15) +O(A) (2.20)
and in the im At — 0
0 0 1q O

where g is given in Eq. (2.14). With this property Fokker-Planck equation
is obtained from the Langevin equation as Eq. (2.16). This means that they
are equivalent equations. However their treatments are different. Argument
of Fokker-Planck equation is distribution function. On the other hand in the
Langevin equation, deterministic equation is used with a random force.

As the next step we consider Brownian motion in a potential. Again by
starting with Liouville equation and using Langevin equation Eq. (2.15) we will
obtain Kramers equation. This time Liouville equation contains one more term

due to the position dependence of the potential and it is given by

0 0 0

— t)=——|p )] — =g t 2.22

el ) o [pw(p, q.1)] 3 [qw(p, q,t)] (2.22)
and putting momentum from Eq. (2.15) to Eq. (2.22) and by integrating it over

t, we can find distribution function at time ¢ + At as

t+At ~
w(p, g, t+ At) = w(p,q,t)Jr/t dt1Q(p, g, t1)w(p, ¢, t1)

t+At
_ [1+ [ ..t (2.23)
t+At t1 - ~
+/t dt; t dtoQ(p, ¢, t1)QUp, ¢, t2) + .. .| w(p,q,1)

16



where

N a[av 0 p

Qp,q,t) = "o | Tag + F(t)] " dgm (2.24)

and similarly taking its average Kramers equation is obtained as

0 0 0 oV

0 0
+ a (5]3 + mﬁt@p)] w(p, q,t). (2.25)

This equation can be applied to Brownian systems which contains potential and

it was first derived by Kramers and applied to the decay rate of nuclear fission.

2.3 Solution of Langevin Equation

In this section solution of the Langevin equation will be obtained. As noted
before it has an stochastic force which rapidly changes, so it has no derivative.
Hence this equation can not be solved by the Runge-Kutta method [9] because
this method assumes that the equation contains terms with defined derivatives.
Then this equation should be solved by other method. We will use iteration
method [14]. To solve Langevin equation iteratively we will start with rewriting

this equation as

% = h(p.q) +9I'(?)
fl‘i _ nllp (2.26)
where
h(p,q) = —%[q] - ;p (2.27)
g = \/7kT (2.28)
5 =my. (2.29)



By integrating Eq. (2.26) over t between t and ¢ + At, the details of which are

given in Appendix A, we obtain

B 1 ,(0hp

p(t+7)—pt) = Th+27' <8qm
1 382

9 G

+9T1(t) + QPQ

+1 h
77—7
2 m

alt+7)—qlt) = 7

+2T5(t) +

9
m

where

Lt

an

Ohp a_h
8qm

*h 18h
P’

)
(o

1
6

l 8hp+8h
m \dgm  Op
_|_

rw = T

= V1w (t)

Lo(t) = /dT/

th

_ /[ () + M <>]
Ty(t) = /OTdT' /0 dr" /t dt'T(1')

= 792 Ewl(t) + %wg(t)] :

h Oh
m@q

— ) gTs(t) + .. (2.30)

)b

(2.31)

(2.32)

(2.33)

(2.34)

The details of the second part of this calculation are shown in Appendix B. In

this equation I'(¢) satisfies

<I'(t)y> =

<Tt)D(t) > =

25(t; — t5)

and w(t) is an Gaussian random number with properties

<w >

18

= 0

(2.35)



<w’> = 2. (2.36)

2.4 Derivation of Kramers Decay Rate for Fission

To derive the decay rate we should find probability flow over the barrier j

and total probability inside the well n4 since decay rate is given by [12, 15]

ric = 22 (2.37)

na .
To find j, and n4 we need the quasistationary solution of the Kramers equation

Eq. (2.25) and the form of the solution is [12]

2
p°/2m+ Ul(q
w(p,q) = W(p, q) exp [—/T“] : (2.38)
The potential for the dust particle is
L 2
Ulg) = By — mu(g — g.) (2.39)

2
where By is the barrier height. We obtain W (p, q) from the integration of the
distribution function around the saddle point as

Y 02

W(p,q) = N/u du/ e~ 2 (2.40)

where

u = p—alqg—qs) (2.41)

v+ V7% + dm2uw?
2

(2.42)

and N is the normalization constant. Kramers quasistationary solution is then

obtained as

- /2

w(p,q) = N/_u du'e” 2! (2.43)
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Using this we obtain the probability inside the pocket as

2/ (am .
wa(p,q) = Ny/2mya — ye~ Hampe (2.44)

and using this expression the total probability n4 around A can be calculated as

na = /_ /_ dpdquw 4(p, q)

2mmAT 21T
— Ny R AT (2.45)
a—7vy w

with the approximation

1
U(q) ~ §mu12q2 (2.46)

around A which is minimum of the potential and using quassistationary solution

probability flow can be calculated as

. o0 P
s = dp—w 5 =qs
J [m pm (p Q)|q qs

2rmA T
= NTy 0= BT, (2.47)
(8%

Then we obtain the Kramers decay rate as

e (2.48)
T

where
= B I~
— = - 2.49
s 2w’ 2w’ m ( )
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CHAPTER 3

CALCULATIONS

In this chapter, we give the results of calculations. Firstly we give comparison
for the elongation coordinate and corresponding momentum in the free potential
case between the results of simulation and analytic calculations. Then we give
decay rate results for simulation and Kramers solution. Lastly we give passing

probability results for simulation and analytic solution.

3.1 Elongation Coordinate and Corresponding Momentum Calculations

For comparison, we obtain analytic solution of the Langevin equation for free
potential case. These calculations are given in Appendix C. The average of p? is

found as

<p*>=m-kT [1 - e_z%q +p86_2%'t. (3.1)

This solution will be compared with the one obtained by simulation. To
simulate Langevin equation we need gaussian random numbers since Langevin
force is a random force, and its this property is shown in Fig. 3.1. By using this
random force we will find elongation coordinate and corresponding momentum
and then we will perform its ensemble average. Comparison of the results of Eq.
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-1 0 1
Bin size

Figure 3.1: An example Gaussian random number. In this figure dotted line
shows Gaussian distribution. Boxes are drawn by using output of the random
number generator for 100000 random numbers.

(3.1) with simulated ones is shown in Fig. 3.2 for p?.

Now we will solve Langevin equation for the elongation coordinate. The av-

erage of (¢ — qo)? for the potential free case is found as

2 _3mkT 2kT 2mkT — p?2 5 2—mkT 5
B o 2 g M T e IO T 23t (3.9
v 8 v o

< (q—q)* >=

Comparison of the results of Eq. (3.2) with simulated ones is shown in Fig. 3.3
for (¢ — qo)*.

These calculations are made for two different initial conditions for p = 0 and
P = 2pe,. Here in fact the results of the simulation for < p? > and < (¢ — ¢o)* >
are obtained simultaneously since the main reason of the change in the position
is corresponding momentum and it changes randomly due to the Langevin force.
In other words they are coupled equations and they can not be solved separately.
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Figure 3.2: < p? > wversus time graph. This figure shows changes in < p? > with
respect to time for a free Brownian particle. The curve at the bottom is drawn
by using analytic solution of < p? > for py = 0 and the ¢ points show results of
simulation. The dotted curve is the analytic solution of < p? > for py = 2p,q,
and the + points show results of simulation. For the simulation 100000 sample
are used.

3.2 Decay Rate Calculation

In this section 2%° At decay rate calculations are given. For the 2%° At potential

is given as [14]

37.46(q — 1)2 0<q<127
Vig,p) = (3.3)
8.0 — 18.73(¢ — 1.8)2 1.27 <.

This potential is shown in Fig. 1.5. Here By = 8 MeV and B = 1.8 . Initial
distribution is given by [14]

+V(q)]

2
Nexp—[%kT g <138

d(q,p) = (3.4)

d(qg =1.8) 1.8 <gq
where N is normalization constant and it is shown in Fig 3.4. Here collective
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' .5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0

t (h/Mev)
Figure 3.3: < (¢ — qo)* > wversus time graph. This figure shows changes in
< (q — qo)? > with respect to time for a free Brownian particle. The curve at
the bottom is drawn by using analytic solution of < (¢ — qo)? > for py = 0
and the ¢ points show results of simulation. Similarly the dotted curve is the
analytic solution of < (¢ — qo)* > for py = 2p.,, and the + points show results of
simulation. For the simulation 100000 sample are used.

mass of the elongation is given by B. = mg = %/03 [ ]\ZV] and friction coefficient
4 = mg [h].  Using this initial conditions and parameters to find elongation

coordinate and corresponding momentum, iteration method is followed. After
finding these at each iteration step, number of compound nuclei is calculated and

decay rate is found by using

t) = 1 dPoy
 Poy dt

(3.5)

where Poy is total number of compound nucleus at each iteration step. The
result of the simulation is given in the Fig. 3.5. The result is compared with the
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Figure 3.4: Initial distribution. This figure shows initial distribution with respect
to elongation coordinate and corresponding momentum. In this distribution if
we take corresponding momentum as zero mean of elongation coordinate occur
at 1 and if we take elongation coordinate as 1 mean of corresponding momentum

occur at zero.

result of Kramers decay rate formula

hw :}/ 2 Y _ Vs
_ "2 _ :
"6 Srhu J(m‘)) +(2Bc> 2B,

where
0%V
hw =h ‘— /B,
0q? =1
2
hw' = h\l 8_‘2/ /B,
aq q=1.8

(3.6)

(3.8)

Vj is the barrier height and kT = |/ E*/a. The excitation energy E* is taken to be

80 MeV and level density parameter a to be A/10. The given Kramers equation

: : o2 hwkT
is valid only for % > *77=.
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t (10*s)
Figure 3.5: Decay rate calculation. This figure shows change in the decay rate
with respect to time. In the figure dashed line shows the result of decay rate

calculation by using Kramers formula. The ¢ points show simulation results
performed using Langevin approach.

3.3 Formation Probability Calculation for Fusion

Langevin equation can also be applied to calculate the fusion probability.
As expressed before there are two parts of fusion probability. In this paper we
calculate only one part of it which refers to the passing probability over the
barrier. Here we take barrier as an inverted parabola. We find an analytic
solution and results of analytic solution and the solution obtained by simulation
are compared. To find analytic solution we start with the eigencoordinates, which

read with p; = ¢

/
+
X=@2&m+m
o
Y = b 9 & q1+p1 (3.9)
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where (3 is the friction coefficent and 3] = 1/3f + 4w} with hw; = 1 MeV. Then

the Euler type variables are defined as

r = Xefat — XO

= m/;dm—%lm

y = Ye 'Y,

= VTR [ dre e (3.10)

where a = (] — (1)/2 and b = —(f; + (1)/2. Here Euler type variables are

Gaussian random variables and have the properties|[16]

<2 (t) > = lenﬁl(l )
1
<P > = 1)
2T
<z(t)ylt) > = ﬁ(l — g~ (ath)ty, (3.11)

For the evaluation of passing probability over the barrier there should be Gaussian

distribution function as

1
W(q1,t; io, p1o) = —m=——— exp — (3.12)
V2mo, (t) 207 (1)
From the eigencoordinates equation one can get q as
1 at bt 1 at bt
G = E(xe —ye”) + E(Xoe — Ype™). (3.13)
1 1

In this equation the first part corresponds to the diffusion and second part
corresponds to the average trajectory of the Brownian particle. By using Eq.
(3.13) < ¢ > and o7, (t) obtained as

A
hi
2 Tt | T T

< q1(t) >= qoe™""* | cosh (3.14)
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Figure 3.6: Passing probability for the fusion. This figure represents formation
probability of the fusion process. The full curve is the analytic solution and the

dashed curve shows the results of simulation.

and

oo t) = <qi>—<q>?
T s | 267 . gt B
= — 1—e Pt | 2L ginh?(ZE2)) + S sinh(34) + 1. (3.15
mlw% e [ 12 S ( 2 )+ 61 S1n (51 )_l_ ( )

Using these equations one can easily obtain passing probability over the barrier

as

“+o0
P(t; qio,p10) = /0 W(q1,t; g10, P10)dq:

= 167“ of -2 > ailt) >
= st~ o) (310

The results of analytic solution and simulation are given in Fig. 3.6.
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CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSION

In this thesis we have tried to apply Langevin approach, which was originally
proposed to explain the Brownian motion, to nuclear dissipative dynamics by
choosing observable variables, elongation coordinate and corresponding momen-
tum. As a check point of these calculations we compare the results of simulation
with the results of analytic solution. In Fig. 3.2 and Fig. 3.3, we see that the re-
sults are very close to each other for free potential case. This means that Langevin
approach is a self-consistent approach. Also in Fig. 3.2 we see that for two dif-
ferent initial values of corresponding momentum, at large times < p? > reaches a
constant value, which is equal to the equilibrium solution p., = Vm - kT. In other
words if a small enough particle, which is bigger than the particles or molecules of
the medium, enters in a fluid medium, in the equilibrium it has some momentum.
The ensemble average of this momentum can be found by using equipartition law.
As a result of this momentum there should be change in the position of this dust
particle in the equilibrium. This change is shown in Fig. 3.3 and we see that it

increases with time as expected.

As a next step we calculated the decay rate for fission in this model. The
results in Fig. 3.5 are obtained by using two different methods. One of them is
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Kramers decay rate calculation and the other is calculated with the simulation
technique by using Langevin approach. There is a small difference between them.
This difference raises due to not considering asymmetries in the mother nucleus
during its fluctuations and taking friction as a constant value.

Lastly we calculated formation probability in the fusion process. Results are
shown in Fig. 3.6. There is a small difference between the result of analytic
solution and simulation. Again friction and mass asymmetry is a problem. As
noted before this is not a realistic calculation. For a realistic calculation one may
obtain better results using more realistic parameters in the simulation. Also there
are some better and more realistic calculations [17, 18].

It is noted above that in the fluctuation dissipation theorem fluctuations and
dissipation have same microscopic origin. Fluctuations show themselves in the
Langevin equation as a stochastic force and dissipation shows itself as friction
and the relation between them is found in Eq.(2.14) by using equipartition law.
However this an only a relation, so we do not know them exactly. There are some
reviews on the calculations of them from microscopic Hamiltonian [19, 20]. Also
we considered a constant friction in our calculations which is an approximation.
In fact it does not have a constant value because during the fluctuations shape
of mother nucleus changes and this should effect the friction.

As a result of these calculations we can say that Langevin approach is a self-
consistent approach and it can be applied to nuclear dissipative dynamics. By
this approach we can calculate decay rates of different nuclei. Also this approach
can be applied to dynamic systems where the dynamics of the system arises from
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collisions of small particles. In fact there are some applications of this approach
to current in an electrical circuit, electrical field in a laser and to other similar

systems [13].
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APPENDIX A

ELONGATION COORDINATE AND CORRESPONDING
MOMENTUM EQUATIONS
Here we will obtain two equations for elongation coordinate and corresponding

momentum which will be used to simulate them. To find corresponding momen-

tum at time t + 7 we integrate momentum part of Langevin equation given in

Eq. (2.15)
T / / / eT / /
plt+7)=p(t) = [ dtn@.d)+ [ dtgr(e) (A1)
t t
where
oh oh 16%h
h /! — h T YOV - I 2. )
(', q") = hip,q) + ap(P p)+ aq<q q) + 278q2(q q) (A.2)

Here h, ¢, p, ¢ and p’ denote h(p,q), q(t), p(t), ¢(t') = q(t+7) and p(t') = p(t+7)

respectively. In Eq. (A.1) we replace h(p’, ¢') with Eq. (A.2) and we obtain

T oh oh 10%h
t . t — dt/ h A e I P 2
p(t+7)—p(t) /t [ (p,q) + ap(p p) + aq(q q) + 507 (¢ —q)
t+7
+ [ argr). (A.3)
t
Then by replacing p’ — p with Eq. (A.1) and using
q/ _ q — i /t+t/ dt”p(t”) (A 4)
m Je '
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we rewrite Eq. (A.3) as

o / Oh [+t " 1
serr) o0 = [Tat i+ G [ arnor

Oh 1 pr+t 10%h (1 e+t ?
o dt// t// - 7\/ dt” t//
+8qm/t P )+28q2 (m t M )>]
A5)

t+7
+ / dt'gT(t"). (
t

t-t
/I) +/t dt”gr(t”)

Similarly by replacing p(t') and h(p’, ¢') with Eq. (A.1) and Eq. (A.2) respectively

we obtain

t+r Oh ft+r e+t
p(t+17)—p(t) :/t dth(p,q)+ap/t dt/t dt"h(p, q)

"

Oh\?2 ft+r t+t! t+
+ <—> / dt’ / a" [ dt"h(p,q) + .. ]
dp t t t

17

2 s t+t! t+
+ <8h> / dt' / at’ [ T

1 h Oh t+r t+t’ t+t"
oh o / / dt// t”’[p—l— ]

m@q op

1 0?h0h /t+T /f +t! o [/

2m2 ¢ Op
ah 1 t+T t+t
+ / dt' g (t' / / t"p

1 t+71 t+t’ t+t"
+ 2 / dt’ / dt" | dt"lh(g,p) + .. ]

"

o)

8q m
i /t Ty /t T + 2—;% /t Y [ /t o dt”pr
T (A6)
and finally by performing the integrations we arrive at
pt+7)=pt) = 7h(p.q) + ; B;Lh(p q) + ?’927];]
o Lo >+22:;>+221h<m>+?£<z>21+
ol + Z— Da(t) + (Z—Z) + 3—2%] g's(t) + (A7)
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where I’s are given in the formalism chapter and they are determined in the Ap-
pendix B. Now we will obtain an equation for the elongation coordinate similarly
for potential free case. To do this firstly we perform integral of the second part

of the Langevin equation

i+ —at) = [ arp(e) (A3)

m Ji
and replacing p(t') with Eq. (A.1) we obtain

1 t+7 t4+t t+t
q(t+7)—q(t) = — / dt’ [p—l— / dt"n(p”,q") + / dt//gf(t//)] . (A9)
t t

m Jt

Similarly putting h(p”, ¢") from Eq. (A.2) gives

p t+T t+1
q(t+71) / —/ dt’ / dt"gF t")

t+7 , t+t/ ” oh
+E/t dt /t dt [h( q)—i—a—p(p —p)

y Oy 1O
8qq q

23—q2(q" — q)Q] - (A.10)

With further manipulation we obtain
p e+T / ]' T / t+t/ " 7
gt +7)—qt) = —/ dt+—/ dt/ dt"gT (t")
m Ji m Je t

t47 t+t h
t

1 Oh t+7' 4t/ +”
+ﬁ/ v dt/ Vi) +. ]

m Op
t+7 t+t’ -+t
_}_ggh/ dt,/ dtl/ dt/NF(t”/)
m op t
1 h +7' t+t’ t+t"
s gq/ / dt” dt"p+...], (A.11)

and then finally by performing the integrations we arrive at

_ _ P 1oh(pg 151 10R oh p
qit+7)—qt) = Tm—|—27' o —1—67 8ph(p’q)+8qm + ...
g = oh g
o T(t) + g Do)+ (A.12)
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APPENDIX B

INTEGRALS OF RANDOM FORCE

Here we will find integrations of I' in terms of w which is a Gaussian random
number and properties of it are given in Eq. (2.36). Firstly we start with the

definition
£ = | T HTE) = vrw(8), (B.1)

thus

<T@ > = /0 " /0 "d < T(T(E) >

= /OdT/O dat'26(t' — ')
= 27. (B.2)

Now we will find T'5(t) which is

Ty(t) = /0 " /t s dt"T (). (B.3)

To find it in terms of w, we start with average of its square

<Ot > = /0 dr' /tt” dt’ /0 de /tt+§ de' < T(ET(E) >

T t+7! T t+€
- / dr’ / dt’ / de / de'25(t — ¢
0 t 0 t
2 3

37 (B.4)
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and we write T'y(¢) in term of w’s as

Ty(t) = 792 [ayws (t) + asws(t)] (B.5)

and we take average of I'; (t)fQ (t) by using integral and w representation to find

ay. We start with

<Tia(t) > = < [r72wi(t)] [P (arwi (t) + agwa(t))| >
= 72 < alw%(t) + aqwy (t)wy(t) >

= 7%2a,. (B.6)

Here average of multiplications of w; and wy gives zero since they are independent

random variables and their averages are zero. Now we find

<Ot > = /0 dr’ /0 de /tt+§ de' < T(r\T(€) >

_ /0 "dr /O " e /t T der0(e — )
2

= 77 (B.7)

then using results of Eq. (B.6) and Eq. (B.7) we find 2a; = 1 and from this we
obtain a; = 3. We take average of Ty (t)T4(t) by using w representation to find

a2

<o) > = < [r(@wi(t) + agwa(t)] [P (arwi (t) + azwa(t))] >
= 77 < afwi(t) + ajwi(t) >

= 72(a] +a3) (B.8)
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then using results of Eq. (B.4) and Eq. (B.8) we find 2(a} + a3) = 2 and from

which we obtain ay = 7 Finally we find T, as

~ 32 | 1 1

FQ(t) =T —wl(t) + 2—w2(t) . (Bg)
Similarly we will find f‘g(t) in terms w. Firstly we note that it is given as

T t+t t+t"’
- / dt’ / at’ [ arrn. (B.10)
0 t t

To find it in terms of w we start with

< Ty()Ts(t) > = /m/” dt/ Lt d§/ de’
[ der < reenran >
_ / i /t+T /t+t’ o /OT " /tt+§ 2
[ agraser 1)
1 5

and we write T'3(¢) in term of w’s
f3(t> = 7'5/2 [blwl (t) + bg’wg(t) + bgﬂ)g(t)] . (B]_Q)

We then take average of I'y (£)I'3(¢) by using integral and w representation to find

b;. We first calculate

<Ta®Ts(t) > = < [72wi(t)] [P (brwi (1) + baws(t) + byws(1))| >
= 7° < bwi(t) >
= 792. (B.13)
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We then find < Ty (t)fg(t) > by using integral representations as

<L (OT4(t) > = /O dr' /0 de /f5 de' /tw de" < T(r\D(€') >

= [ar [Cag | " ae / " ders(e — 7
1 3

-l (B.14)

Then using results of Eq. (B.13) and Eq. (B14) we find 2b; = 4 or by = . We
take average of I'y(t)T's(t) by using integral and w representation to find by. We

start with

<Dyt)3(t) > = <

Ta/z(%wl (1) + %wﬁ))]

[79/2(brun (1) + bawn(t) + baaws(1))] >

1 1
b

o4+ —=). B.15

oo (B.15)

We also find

- - T t+7’ T t+& t+¢&’
< To(O)T5(t) > = / dr' / at" [ de / de’ / de" < T(t")T(E") >
0 t 0 t t
T t+7’ T t+€ t+¢&’
— / dT// dtl/ dg/ dé-// d€”25(§” o t”)
0 t 0 t t
1 4

= &7 (B.16)

Then using results of Eq. (B.15) and Eq. (B.16) we find (b + %) = £ 50 by =0.

We take average of I'5(t)T's(t) by using w representation to find bs. We start with

<To(B)Ta(t) > = < [772(brwi(t) + bawa(t) + byws(t))]
[P brwn () + bawa(t) + bws(1))] >
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= 7° < blwi(t) + bowi(t) + baw3(t) >
= 72(b7 + b3 + b3), (B.17)

then using results of Eq. (B.11) and Eq. (B.17) we find 2(b} 4 b3 + b3) = 15 so

we find b3 = 3—\1/5 Finally we obtain

Fy(t) = 79/2 éwl(t) + B\l/gwg(t) | (B.18)

41



APPENDIX C

ANALYTIC SOLUTIONS OF < p? > AND < (g — qp)?

Here we will find analytic solution of Langevin equation Eq. (2.15) for < p? >
and < (¢ — qo)? > for potential free case V = 0. Firstly momentum part of the

Langevin equation Eq. (2.15) is multiplied with emt to solve it which results in

d

S (pent) = g () (1)

and integrating this equation over t between 0 and t we obtain
t = , -
- / dt'e= = gT (') + cent. (C.2)
0

In this equation the last term comes from the integration. We can determine it
by solving this equation at ¢ = 0 and we obtain ¢ = pg as it should be. Then, we

take square of this equation and we arrive at

pQ _ /dt/dt” —l(tt (tft”)gQF(t/)F(t//)

+2/ dt'e=m ) gT (¢ )poen + p2eZant (C.3)
0
and by using Eq. (2.35) we take average of Eq. (C.3) and we obtain

<p*>=m- kT {1 } + pleZut, (C.4)
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To obtain analytic solution of < (g — ¢qo)? > we use second part of Eq. (2.15) and

if we integrate it over t as
1t
q—quf/dtp (C.5)
m Jo

and using Eq. (C.2) we obtain

and similarly we take square of this equation and using Eq. (2.35) we take average

of this equation and finally we arrive at

1 . ]
< (q—qo)* >= = [pg — 3mkT + 29kTt + 2(2mkT — p2)e™mt + (2 — ka)e‘ZW}

(C.7)
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